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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Survey finds 40 • 
percent of U.S. 
scientists still 
believe in God 

Dodii cancer cards add-dose of realism 

SEATTLE (RNS)-Al­
though a majority of scientists in 
the United States do not believe 
in God, the number who do-40 
percent-is unchanged from 80 
years ago, researchers reported 
last week. 

In 1916, researcher James 
Leuba shocked Americans by 
finding only 40 percent of scien­
tists believed in a supreme being, 
and he predicted that as educa­
tion improved, "ungodliness" 
would become more common 
ainong scientists. 

"To test that belief, we repli­
cated Leuba's surVey as exactly 
as possible," wrote Edward Lar­
son; a 11istorian at the University 
of Georgia, and Larry Witham of 
Seattle's Discovery Institute, in 
the science journal Nature. 

The men surveyed 1,000 sci­
entists chosen at random from the 
book "American Men and Wom­
en of Science." 

The survey included questions 
about whether scientists believed . 
in a God who answers prayers, 
in human immortality and in an 
afterlife. -

They found that although 40 
percent of scientists believe in a: 
God, most scientists today "have ' 
no use for God or the afterlife." 

''To the extent that both sur­
veys are accurate readings, tradi­
tional Western theism has not lost 
its place among U.S: scientists, 
despite their intellectual preoccu­
pation with material reality," Lar­
son and Witham found. 

According to their research, 
mathematicians are most inclined 
to believe in God-44.6 per­
cent-while the highest rate of 
disbelief is found among physi­
cists and astronomers. 

By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LAGRANGE-After her mother 
was diagnosed with cancer, Cindy 
Plewinski counted on sending get­
well cards as a way to span the miles 
between them. 

But finding sensitive, yet realis-
tic cards proved impossible. . 

"Nothing seemed appropriate for 
what she was facing," Plewinski 
said. The racks of typical get well 
cards seemed hollow and inade­
quate, she said. She found nothing 
that combined hope, humor -and 
faith. 

Then, an idea came. 
One day on the drive back to 

Kentucky after a visit with her moth­
er in Virginia, the words "Dodii"­
her mother's childhood nickname­
and "chemocards" came to mind. 

Plewinski thought she had found a 
simple solution: buy some card .stock 
and draw a few stick-figure cards for 
her mother. 

Instead, those two words became 
the catalyst during the next two years 
for Plewinski to quit her job and be­
gin Dodii Inc., a company that de­
signs, manufactures and distributes 
greeting cards, dolls and.clothing with 
cancer patients specifically in mind. 

But turning the idea into a product 
• line wasn't easy. 

At first, Plewinski said, she thought 
the whole thing was "preposterous." 

She was a nuclear medical technol­
ogist, not an artist. She knew nothing 
about printing, composing, drawing or 
launching a business. And, at 47 years 
old, she didn't relish the thought of 
beginning a new career. 

For about a year, she "argued with 
the Lord. I told him, 'Surely you can 
find someone better equipped.'" 

But the preposterous idea persist­
ed. "It wouldn't leave me alone," she 
said. 

Finally, she gave in, She said she 
· told God if he would send people to 
help her, "I'll do it." · 

She cut back on work hours and 

GET-WELL GETS REAL Finding nothing appropriate to send to her mother who had cancer, 
Cindy Plewinski developed her own line of cards. 

began searching for people to share 
her passion. 

The first person besides her hus­
band whom she told about her dream 
died of cancer a short time later. "I was 
at ground zero or below," she said. "I 
had shared with one person beside§ 
my husband, and she died:" 

Three more months passed as 
Plewinski puzzled over how to tum 
the dream into reality. 

She asked family members to try 
to draw her idea of Dodii. "I wanted 
Dodii to be a symbol of hope and love 
in the scary time of cancer," she said. 
"No matter the mood, I want to laugh 
when I see Dodii." But, alas, family 
members couldn't capture her idea, 
she said. 

One night, almost in desperation, 
she dropped by a LaGrange shop that 
displays work of local artists. She 
thought she might find artists there 
who could help her, but none were 
there that night. 

"I was the lowest ever," she said . 
But, somehow, she mustered the cour­
age to share her dream with shop own­

. er Mim Vance Stoess. Stoess, like 
Plewinski, is a member of DeHaven 

¥emorial Baptist Church in La­
Grange. 

Immediately, Stoess caught the vi­
sion. She said she knew someone who 
could compose verse. She also knew 
an artist and a marketing agent. More­
over, they all are Christians, she said. 

That night, for Plewinski, the pre­
posterous become possible. 

The next day, Plewinski met with 
the artist, Dave Thomas. Immediate­
ly, he caught the vision. Using Dodii' s 
face as his model, he drew the char­
acter who would become the compa­
ny's logo and submitted it for trade­
mark. When health problems forced 
him to curtail activities, he signed the 
copyright over to Plewinski, calling it 
"seed in your ministry," she said. 

Within a few days after Thomas 
resigned; Stoess had found another il­
lustrator: 23-year-old Christy Sc­
heider. She, too, had been affected by 
cancer. At age 8, her twin sister, 
Stephanie, was. diagnosed with . brain 
cancer. "The Lord had given the girls 
a Scripture promise that Stephanie 
would live, and she did," Plewinski 
said. 
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Author asks: Are you comfortable enough with God to shout? 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday School Board 

pious platitudes when anger is what 
they reaJly feel. 

"If we're open with God, all we 
NASHVILLE (BP)-One sign of really want to do is cry out, 'Why?"' 

spiritual health is feeling comfort- she said. "If we hide our hearts from 
able enough to shout at God when God and are not honest with him, it 
you're angry or bitter, according to will become a cancer in our lives. 
an author of Christian women's re- "It's heart-healthy to scream it 
sources. ~ out sometimes. That' s exactly what 

"You need to keep talking to him, Christ did on the cross." 
no matter what happens, no matter Moore said it is crucial for church . 
how tough the world gets, no matter leaders to have· a healthy spiritual 
how furious you are. Keep talking life-or what she calls "a healthy 
to him," Beth Moore said during a heart." 
recent leadership conference. "If we don't have healthy hearts, 

"The key to a healthy heart is we are at extreme risk for an on­
learning to pour it out continually to slaught of problems," she said. "The 
God," said Moore, author of the Bi- heart is deceitful, and Satan will use 
ble studies "A Woman's Heart: it to manipulate us. In order for you 
God's Dwelling Place" and "A to trust your heart, it has to be given 
Heart Like His." over wholly to Qod." 

Moore, a member of First Bap- Moore listed four steps Christians 
tist Church of Houston, to!d people can take to give their heans wholly to 
to forget about speaking to God in . God. 

I Learn how to tattle to God. "Part 
of David's healthy heart came from 
his ability to tattle to God," Moore 
said, referring to Psalm 109, a chap­
ter in which David vengefully asks 
God to condemn his adversaries. 

"If we never get out all that ven­
om, then we will never get back down 
to the tender places of our heart. When 
we pour these things out to God, do 
you know what good that does us? It 
keeps us from pouring it out to some­
one else," Moore said. 

I Learn to be honest about your 
innennost struggles. Through Scrip­
ture, she said, God gives Christians 
permission to take their impure or 
unkind thoughts to him. 

"If we don't come to God when we 
are having troubled thoughts, they will 
ultimately turn into troubled actions. 
We have to ask him to come in right 
there, to begin to mend and heal us, 
not so we can feel like a wretch, but 

so we can.feel free," Moore said, "Re­
pentance is about freedom," 

I Realize God's mercy only flows 
from his love. God sees Christians as 
his children and "cannot respond to 
them without bias. He cannot separate 
your sin from your relationship with 
him. Because you belong to him, 
when you come to him, he can only 
see you as his child." • 

I Learn to "wail and dance before 
God." Unless Christians can "wail to 
God when their hearts are broken," 
they will never "truly dance with him, 
to find great joy in him, to really have 
a passion with him," she said. 

"If we hold in the tough stuff, when 
it comes to the glorious stuff, we'll 
hold that in, too. We can't put a clamp 
on our heart during special experienc­
es and not on others," Moore said. 
"We're either going to clamp · that 
heart down or we're going to set it 
free." 



BAPTISTS 
HMB employees begin to learn their fate with NAMB· 

kl 

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

ATLANTA-After months of 
anxious waiting, employees of the 
Southern Baptist Home Mission 
Board began receiving notifications 
April 1 about whether they will have 
jobs in the new North American Mis­
sion Board. 

The HMB will be dissolved in 
June- along with the denomination's 
Radio & Television Commission and 
Brotherhood Commission-to form 
NAMB. 

- The new agency will employ about 
165 fewer people than the three agen­
cies combined currently employ. And 
no guarantees have been given that all 
the new agency's 350 positions will 
be filled by current employees of the 
merged agencies. • 

A task force appointed by the 
Southern Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Committee has been overseeil).g 
creation of the new mission board. 
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That task force has held all its meet­
ings behind closed doors and has com­
municated with Southern Baptists 
only through periodic pre-approved 
news releases issued through Baptist 
Press. 

The task force created an invento­
ry of the 350 positions to be filled and 
then apparently worked to place cur­
rent employees in new positions. Few 
positions in the new structure directly 
parallel existing positions. Current 
employees have not been invited to 
apply for specific positions in the new 
structure. 

According to reports from HMB 
employees, an HMB management 
group is calling employees in random 
order to give private notification of the 
individual's status. This process is 
expected t0 last up to three weeks. 
Employees have no advance notice of 
when they will be summoned. 

Upon arrival in the designated con­
ference room, the employee is either 
offered a new position or terminated. 

Those offered new positions are giv­
en five days to accept or reject the of­
fer; those terminated are told they can 
finish their work that day. 

A severance package previously 
·announced for terminated employees 
provides a minimum of four weeks' 
pay, or one week's pay for every year 
of denominational service. 

By the end of last week, approxi­
mately 50 HMB employees had been 
offered new positions and 30 had been 
terminated. 

Numerous employees described 
the atmosphere in the HMB headquar­
ters building as "like a morgue." 

Remaining employees· also ex­
pressed concern that the sudden de­
parture of so many employees will 
leave significant gaps in the HMB 
workforce between now and June 19, 
when the HMB is dissolved and 
NAMB is officially constituted. 

The HMB issued a news release 
through Baptist Press announcing that 
the notification process had begun. 

The release quoted Gary Jones, vice 
president of the HMB' s services sec­
tion, as saying: "Some staff are sur­
prised and some are hurt, but most 
knew the possibility of their separa­
tion and have accepted it. Many have 
expressed their reliance on the Lord 
and say they trust God to care for them 
in this transition." • 

Most of those notified last week 
were secretarial and support staff. 
Management personnel reportedly 
will be notified during the next two 
weeks. 

No information has been released 
about how the merger will affect the 
almost 5,000 field missionaries cur­
rently supervised by the HMB, and the 
current round of staff reductions in­
volves only headquarters staff. 

Although a small number of em­
ployees at the Brotherhood Commis­
sion and Radio & Television Corns 
mission have been terminated already, 
large-scale notifications have not yet 
begun at either commission. 

SBC hunger giving begins new upward trend 
NASHVILLE (BP)-After years 

of decline, gifts to the Southern Bap­
tist world hunger fund grew by more 
than 5 percent in 1996 . . 

Hunger giving rose from nearly 
$6.7 million in 1995 to $7.1 million 
in 1996. 

The increased rate of giving ap­
pears to be setting a new trendline 
upward, said Donoso Escobar, direc­
tor of church and community minis­
tries for the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board. He noted hunger re­
ceipts for the HMB are up 45 percent 
for the first two months of 1997 com­
pared to the same months in 1996. 

"The additional receipts enabled us 
to respond swiftly to emergency hun~ 

ger situations," Escobar said, explain­
ing many of the funds went to aid 
flood victims in California, Kentucky 
and Indiana. 

Gifts to the Southern Baptist Con­
vention's world hunger fund are dis~ 
tributed 20 percent to the HMB and 
80 percent to the Foreign Mission . 
Board. • 

While expressing appreciation for 
the increase in gifts, an FMB special­
jst in hunger relief said the need 
worldwide remains enormous. 

"While we are grateful for the in­
creased giving in 1996, we challenge 
Southern Baptists to an even greater 
vision. On average, Southern Baptists 
continue to give less than $1 per mem-

ber to world hunger relief," said Bill 
Cashion, the FMB' s human needs 
consultant. 

Cashion said when Southern Bap­
tists fail to give,opportunities to share 
the gospel are missed. For example, 
an invitation to expand an FMB vo­
cational training program across 
South Africa was declined due to a 
lack of funding. 

Many Baptists are unaware that 
missions offerings and the Coopera­
tive Progrll91 do not fund the 200 hun­
ger ministries Southern Baptists op­
erate worldwide, Cashion said. "The 
only provision for these ministries is 
through the Southern Baptist world 
hunger fund." 
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evangelist David Edwards. 

. Fifteen teenagers accepted 
Christ as personal Savior at the 
most recent meeting March 20. 
Another 73 reached other deci­
sions, • including rededicating 
their lives to God or committing 
to pray for friends, family or 
school. • 

After a similar event in March 
1995, the group'sranks swelled 
froin 30 to about 85 for W ednes-

• day night meetings, plus a dozen 
adults serving on the youth min- . 
istryteam. . . . . 

.. A lot offamili~§ have gotten ... ,.· 
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KENTUCKY 
Leaders ·seek more long-term volunteers 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

WILLIAMSBURG-Some teach 
school at Oneida Baptist Institute, 
while others lead mission congrega­
tions, direct retreat centers and help 
with disaster relief- all for no salary. 

They are Mission Service Corps 
volunteers who further the work of 
Kentucky Baptists. But as the nation­
al Southern Baptist volunteer program 
nears its 20th anniversary in June, 
Kentucky Baptist leaders recognize 
that it has kept a low profile in the 
Bluegrass State. 

"Mission Service Corps has never 
been promoted on a statewide basis," 
said Larry Martin, director of missions 
and evangelism for the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention. "We are just begin­
ning to make churches and associa­
tions aware of it." 

An outgrowth of Southern Bap­
tists' Bold Mission Thrust goals, Mis­
sions Service Corps was founded to 
increase the denomination's domestic 
missions force. Today, MSC volun­
teers comprise nearly one-third of the 
4,620 Southern Baptist home mission­
aries, said Bob Mills, director of the 
MSC department at the Southern Bap-

• tist Home Mission Board. 
Nationwide, 2,311 volunteers 

serve through the MSC program . 
While terms generally run for two 

Y.~3!~,J he ~v.t,r<!,ge r,olµn,t~,er ,s.e.rve_s 
three and a half years. To qualify, vols 
unteers must serve at least 20 hours a 
week on an approved missions assign-

ment. 
"In a lot of ways, this is one of the 

best-kept secrets on how we can ex­
pand missions work," said Mills. "We 
have campus ministers, pastors of new 
works, secretaries and professionals 
with associations and state organiza­
tions." 

While some have an image of the 
corps as retirees who no longer need 
to work, Mills said, only 36 percent 
of the MSC force is age 65.and older. 

About one-third live off pensions 
or other income, another third raise 
their own financial support and a third 
are "tentmakers," holding down sec­
ular jobs on the mission field. 

Commonly termed bivocational, 
the last category is the fastest-grow­
ing among Southern Baptist pastors, 
said Carl Barrington, associate direc­
tor of the MSC department. 

"We're trying to come up with a 
means to ministry that in the 21st cen­
tury will look more like it did in the 
first century. We have to color outside 
the lines and be creative. In Las Ve­
gas, one of the best times to do Bible 
study is at 11 p.m. on Saturday night, 
during shift change." _. 

The long-term trend favors tent­
making, Barrington said. In 1948 only 
50 percent of SBC pastors were full 
time. By 1972 that ratio had risen to 
69 percent, but it has since dropped to 
about 61 percent. • 
~ n»s. i.ncr:ellsing n!lnlber of bi voca­

tional pastors .will fare better through 
an affiliation with MSC, said Mills. 

- He listed such benefits as the mis-

sion board' s intercessory prayer hot­
line, field supervision, training oppor­
tunities, cooperation with other mis­
sionaries and group medical insurance 
for appointees. 

Martin said he knows the value of 
unpaid workers through past experi­
ence as director of missions for Great­
er Boston Baptist Association. More 
than 80 percent of his staff was vol­
unteers. 

When the association drew up 
long-range plans in 1985 they had a 
lot of dreams but few resources, he 
recalled. They prayed, and 27 volun­
teers came to Boston by 1992, stay­
ing at least a year. 

They made valuable contributions, 
he said. Vicky Parrott is still there and 
manages the Boston_ association' s 
partnership with Kentucky Baptists. 
Another volunteer spearheaded build­
ing 13 Habitat for Humanity houses. 

Martin hopes the 26 mission vol­
unteers in the state (another 13 Ken­
tuckians serve in other states) will 
more than double in the coming year. 
He believes those who join will find 
it rewarding. 

More information about Mission 
Service Corps is available from the 
missions and evangelism office of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, (502) 
245-4101 or from the MSC depart­
ment of the Home Mission Board, 
(800) 462-8657. • 

The board will conduct its first 
statewide· MSC·brientatibn· Apr. ·t0-
13 at Cumberland Lodge in Williams­
burg. Registration is still open. 

Cards try to bring realism & hope to patients 
Continued tram page 1 

Plewinski met Shirley Schureck, 
the woman who would compose the 
verses for the cards. Schureck, an ac­
countant, had just completed chemo­
therapy herself. 

At their first meetil1g, Plewinski 
said, she thought Schureck "didn't get 
it." But she was wrong. Within a few 
days, Schureck came to her with 60 
verses. 

Plewinsltj.'s mother developed the 
acronym for Dodii: Defender of Dig­
nity in Illness. 

Plewinski had her artist and her 
composer. She had her logo. Now, she 
had to get the drawings onto cards. 

00011 The character in these "chemocards" 
was based on Cindy Plewinski's face and the 
childhood nickname of her mother. 

Again, Stoess came through. She 
turned to her nephew, David Gower, 
a graphic artist who turned the artwork 
and printed copy into a finished prod­
uct. 

One more hurdle remained: mar­
keting the cards. 

Again, God used members of De­
Haven Memorial Church to meet that 
need, Plewinski said. 

Jim and Jo Markham introduced 
Plewinski to author Danny Cain. 
When Plewinski showed Cain the 
cards, he cried. He had lost four fam­
ily members to cancer. He said he al­
ready was planning for his next 
project to center around cancer care­
givers. Looking at the cards, he said, 
reminded him of things he had not 
dealt with. 

Plewinski knew Cain understood 
her concept. She wanted Dodii prod­
ucts to help the person giving them as 
much as the cancer patient receiving 
them. She wanted Dodii to "open up 
communication, to deal directly with 
the issue," she said. 

A few months later, Cain became 
her marketing agent. He encouraged 
Plewinski and her husband to take a 
course for entrepreneurs offered by 
the Louisville Chamber of Commerce. 
There, they learned how to write a 
detailed business plan. Plewinski went 
full-time with Dodii Inc. 

On Nov. 1, 1996-two and a half 
years after her mother's cancer diag­
nosis- the Dodii line of cards went on 
the market. While the verses on each 
of the 36 cards varies, the basicmes­
sage is the same, Plewinski said. "The 
message is, 'I love you. I've been 

where you are. There is hope."' Scrip­
ture is included on each card. T-shirts, 
sweatshirts, hats and dolls are avail­
able also. 

No one is more pleased by the 
products than her mother, Plewinski 
said. At 73, Doris Overman is a can­
cer survivor who is excited about the 
ministry potential of the company, 
Plewinski said. 

The company is not just a card 
company, "it's a mission," Plewinski 
said. 

She dreams of getting the endorse­
ment of a pharmaceutical company • 
that would purchase Dodii dolls she 
could give to cancer patients. The 
dolls, she says, would open the door 
for a "prayer visit" with them. 

'Tm a caregiver. That's where my 
heart is," she said. "I can' t wait for that • 
part" to come true. 

The Dodii line of greeting cards is 
available in Louisville at Wellspring 
Bookstore; Berean (Abundant Life) 
Bookstore; Lemstone Bookstore and 
Pettymark in Ox.moor Shopping Cen­
ter; What Not Shop in Bigg's Plaza; 
Baptist East Hospital, Jewish Hospi­
tal and Norton Hospital gift shops; 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary bookstore; and selected Wal­
green Pharmacies; in LaGrange at 
Mimi's Hallmark, LaGrange Florist 
and Impressions Office Supply; and 
in Crestwood, at Craig's Pharmacy. 

Five percent of proceeds goes to 
cancer research and education. • 

Plewinski hopes to have a nation­
wide distributor network in place 
soon. For more information, call (502) 
241 -6742. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ An open forum 
on making end-of-life 
decisions is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 19, 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon 
as the concluding 
segment of an ethics 
conference sponsored 
by the Wayne Oates 
Institute. Panelists Joan 
Gibson, a bioethics 
consultant from the 
University of New 
Mexico, and Laurel 
Shackleford, a Courier­
Journal columnist, will 
field questions from the 
floor. The fr!Je session 
will be held in Pasteur 
Hall at Bellarmine 
College in Louisville. 

■ Kentucky Campers 
on Mission will hold its 
annual spring rally April 
21-26 at WickcliWThose 
attending will help 
complete the· inside of 
Faith Baptist Church, 
including electrical, 
plumbing and carpentry. 
For more information, 
contact. Guy or Betty 

. King, (60~) 341.-7622. 

■ Western Baptist 
Hospital and Oneida 
Baptist Institute recently 
sponsored a medical 
missions project 
providing medical 
exams, dental care and 
other services to nearly 
500 area residents. 

■ Georgetown College's 
community forum April 
21 will focus on the 
subject "China as a 
Superpower: What to 
Expect." Admission is 
free to this 7:30 p.m. talk 
in room 112 of the 
Asher Science Center. 
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OPINION 
be empowered by the great red drag­
on, Satan. Need more 'duds' 

Prior to 1988, our family lived in John Wrote, "I saw three unclean · 
North ·Carolina almost 15 years. We spirits like frogs come out of the 
were members of a Southern Baptist mouth of the dragon, and out of the 

"Because He lives" 

church whose pastors were graduates mouth of the beast and out of the Bill and Gloria Gaither met at 
of Southeastern Seminary. On numer- mouth of the false prophet" (Revela- Anderson College in Indiana. Af-
ous occasions we also were privileged tion 16: 13). ter they married, they began their 
to hear messages by Southeastern pro- The false prophet will bring all careers teaching high school En-
fessors and other Southeastern-trained · the false religions of the world, in- glish in Alexandria, Ind., Bill's 
pastors. Our daughter received the . eluding the false branches of Chris- hometown. 
master of religious edu- tendom, together dur- Since childhood, both Bill and 
cation degree from ing the great tribula- Gloria had a special interest in 
Southeastern. tion. He will establish music. Now teaching high school 

Jerry Falwell's refer- his worldwide church students and participating in their 
ence to previous gradu- of the false prophet. He hom_e church, they frequently 
ates of Southeastern as will work miracles as were invited to sing together. Out 
"duds" (March 25, page described in Revelation of this musical activity, new 
2) is not only untrue, but I 1 

• • 13: 11-15. He will use songs began to appear. In 1963, • 

,,ttb.utsid;i~~i~li 
if ~.?MY ionpJay~<•····· 

.q{ {Ytt~}if tf i~l:j r I 1 !JI ~::::;:s0~i,~ 
around, and , 

■ !&W~liiE+.i is in :ailthe <. 
t c :h. u."f'ch'{ 

also unChristian. If the miracles to deceive Bill Gaither wrote "He Touched 
former Southeastern I I I j "them that dwell on the Me," and the immediate accep- I = I I I I I I = ' ... ' ··.·····. .. . ....... c:. 

earth," and will cause tance of the song was encourag- zs_m chomm,u~ • • graduates are "duds," 

11 lj 11 l f I II groups/ His • ··•· 
11 l • . . i ol<ler sister 

what Southern Baptists 
need is more "duds" and 
fewer "Jerry Falwell clones." 

Carolyn Vertrees 
Elizabethtown 

those who are deceived ing. ..·.. nt(f _t_ eater, 
to take the 666 markof In 1971, the Gaither home allthe_sa1!1f chwcha~h.vffie{4J'ld 

the beast. was blessed with the arrival of a . babyslt(m her freetim.e. iye,the 
Through New Age religions, in- baby boy, Benjy. As the parents parents, hardly _get to see the_m, 

terfaith councils, cults and secular- were filled with joy and gratitude .expept fort~(? flmfs we prov~1'3 
• isin, the minds of people are now for the gift of this baby, they were . transportation. . .. > , ·• • 

S• f th t" being µrepared for the coming of the at the same time aware that the A. Your teens participate m lg OS O e lffleS false prophet- for the global village world into which this child was man~ events, but yo~ do not 
Since the time of the tower of Ba- of the religious beast and the politi- born was filled with injustice, menti~m any of the cnses that 

. bel, fallen humanity has longed for cal beast. bigotry, greed and immorality. erupt_m many teen households .• 
world government io establish a . • AlltnJ~ born again Christians ne~d In spite of this; they felt the If neither pf them has ss,:pool _. 
worldwide brotherhood of the human to be alert_ during the falling away that strong assurance of Jesus Christ pro?lems, S4?stance abuse be-. 

Louisville, Ky. race. This often-expressed desire has . precedes the great tribulation. We and, holding the precious child in havtors, emotional ~roblems, se,~ • 
. . · both political and religious implica- need tci studY, our Bibles diligently to their arms, thex wrote whi,i.t is pro):>lem~, d~press1?n or ?ther 

To subscribe. Se~d$1.0•60 tions. ,, · •· • • • ' know an<;l'apply the sound doctrines now the second stanza that be- •. ma,Jor c~mfhcts, be tharikf~L 
for a one-year,_ individual The desire of fallen humanity will of Christ. And 'w~ rleed to study the gins, "How sweet to hold a new- ... Bu~y, acuve youth}end to remai~ 

subscnpt1on.Group . , .1. lled- . '- . f b k f . 1 . s: d' . f . b . b b "Th . . ,,.outoftrouble . ,..... · .· . 
subscriptionsonthechurch ult1matelyb~fulfi_ . · mb1et1~~0 oo o Reve~tlo~1or 1scernrr'l.ento -· ·, o~ a y. ,emus1c"':'aswnt~ ,- ,;,. , Man: ,< • ::co• · lino •s. e~ 
.-· bud_g~t plan1are'$~.50 pet • ,the _gre'at••tn1?ula~tofl:"T,h6 po~1~rea,J. ... -.pr~hecy,!haM,,st1ll·h~reaft011arrd,i:J61'.- ·.~ 11 'f6ny,then th:e fas1irahd •th1r.1lJ.stfa14,-.1J , 11 J .J,; ::, .. 

6 
... ., ~ ~R~ .. . ,m.R a;:· ·•/ '~t _ 

Year. An additional church _ beast,.the Antichrist,.and the religious . tain,to,be.fulijUed,: ·., ... • ,., ·,,r; e ·, ,·;, 1 ,:-,=-zas completed,the,smig·. ,.,,;-~ _., .. t ,, :1 li;t,~ ,qdr~~·,/\tD.hJ9}'7-WU1th• .d,ifs_,delt,1_
1
~; : 

• • • · · • • · · • · • · - , • - ; • • •• • • • groun 1or e grow o ev1 -
newsletter ser;vice is available beast, the.false pr?pheJ: \.yilUoin fq~~-~ . _; '< , ,, • ~ . • ,, • William ,Hagan:;,., William J. Reynolds • . . .· t .· t ' d . h' f Bu .. 

for churc_hes ofafl sizes. All es to mle the t;ntire world,They will ..; . Taylorsville Southwestern Seminary mden 'unres an m.1
6
sc.bte • . sy. 

subscriptions are payable m • ., • '---------------' a olescents tend to e etter stu-
advance, except church • • . . . . . dents and less rebellious. 

accounts, wtiich require a ta;,< .A challenge ,fo·r youth m1ss1ons They w1_ll hav~ VlSJOn;. they Will . ,, Th~r~:are benefits ?f the'. type: 
exemption number. . . , . . have expenences, they will have a of activitles you mentioned. Ac; 

"If the Mormo~s can get their ~ven, back to studyi~g their Bibles taste of the excitem~nt of having won tivhies are where youth Ill~~e 
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yo~n~ peC?ple _to _give two rears of m ?rd~r to c_ome up with answers.~ people to Jesus Chnst. . .,.· their best friends.Healthy fri~nd. 
their lives m mtss!onary service, why their discuss10ns with people they will Undoubtedly, local churche~ _will ships grow around wholesome 
can't we evangelicals get our young have to develop a theology to make be brought to a new level of spmtual activities. Good friends contrib: 
people to give a~ least one ye_ar?" sense out o~ the faith they are trying ex_ci_tement when these young people ute to· stability in teeI1age .devel-

I've been asking that question from to commumcate. reJom the~: . opment. .. ,: , • • 
ont; end of the country to _t~e other. When Jesus sen_t out the 70_, they " The ~1~10n is_ no~, one of t~ose • Team and group activities _· 
Responses have been surpnsmg. were not well-eqmpped. But m the wouldn t 'It be mce? sort of things. teach young people the rewards . 

. Young peopl~ have stood up and context ?~ their rriissi?nary: work the . :nus is a vision which already is draw- of cooperation and teamwork. 
said they are w1llmg and readY,, but no- _ Holy Spmt put words m their mouths: mg people together. . They learn how to sh.:rre ta,sks and 
body has ever asked them. Ev~ry- They learned the words pf Go? and Hu~dreds ofyou_ng people already ,r~sponsibil,gies, tq \1/i'fl ;1qg to 
where I go on college cam- developed a t~eology m the have given me !heir n~mes _and ad- /;fose,tofely 'bn each other.and to 

. pus_es, I find young people COMMENTARY process of witness!ng for dresses, expressmg their des1re to be ~.neoura~y-each other.:. •. , •. .. . 
tellm~ me they are ready to ..,.-------=-----.., Jesus. The same will hold a part of this mo"'.ement. . . : .Jp. this qa)' . when. most .fawi~ 
se~ ~side a rear- some are true for y~ung people to- ~olks are maki~g fin!1nc1al contn- \ :JitsJiveawayfromgrandpar~~ts; 
willing to give-two y~~s-,- day. butJons t? ~et behind t~s ef~ort. ': uncles, a1.m.ts arid 'other relatives, 
to a church-based rrumstry $,.a.lit.-• When I talk to pastors Telev1S1on evangelism is good. ; Jh~tilJle .totelate with adult~oth•'/ ' 
where they have_ opportuni- about the prospects of such ~~ntemporary ~hurch worshi~ is en- :;er thari tea¢hers and parents is / 
ty to do evangelism and so- an army of volunteer work- t1cmg. But nothmg beats obeymg the ·.g()Odforteenagers. \ .· >' .. , .. ·. >. 
cial ministry. ers, their eyes light up. Lord's Great Commission. let ·(:(;)ne f:iI1albenefit is that. ~tiy-.< 

The program~ have pro- P~tors of strug~ling in- . In the en? we are not_ going to reach D iti~sfciryqµ:th i:f!quirfthern, to 9se\ ... 
posed to them mvolves a .__ _____ _. ner-city congregat10ns are thisgeneratJonforChristunlesspeo- 'thefrtime·mbrewisely.Tbexbe,7 .f 
weekly schedule like this: Tony Campolo thri~led at the prospect of ple go door-to-door with the message /.'.FPfll~ dis.ciplined titime, rria}r: .. ;. 

I :rwenty hours per . " ha:vmg a te~ of young of the gospel. We ~ave young people •z'.igeriientan.<iplanningscijedules.; 
week m door-to-door evangelism. people working out of their churches, ready to do that. It 1s up to the rest of • tt .J Wherie,ver • teensi are :so busy>; 

ITenhoursperweekinsocialmin- going door-to-door with the word of us .to get behind them in prayer and '( they.becpirie,stresse,clq.ufqyertoc{it 
'istry, probably tutoring in a local high • God, bringing people into the church- support and make this happen. '.; mup!i tb cfo;'tlfoi1th¥y aie'doing > 
school or working with the homeless. es for Bible studies, conducting social I can't think of any better way to , .toomucliThey rieed sometime: 
., I ten hours ih minis~. in a _nt:igh- . ministri~s in the neighbo~h?od_s ~d . r~vitaµze the _churches !ffid bring re- :,, e,!fq.h. ~eekiqd?·.np~ing .. O{'; .. .. ,fi, 

borhood ch_urch (le,admg a YC?uth . ge~eratmg new .youth · mm1stne,s m v1val m Amen ca than this 2,00~-year- ;\;:;: ,i)'t\-!.ld :;Y.,~~• :leen~ge,rs •T('.CJ.1.1}.J~ ;:, 
group, teaching Sunday school, smg- .the1r cqurches. old plan. We have been lookmg for ,fsome; tirrte.to be with their par>/± 

. ing in the choir, etc.) . . . . . . . It should be not_ed tha! Mon:n?ns short cuts_; but there is no substitute r:·e,µt$:J9 f,~sf;-JQ Iajnutes :(4lily,; 
After one year of this ~nd of work, now ha;ve the fastest-growmg rehgion • for knocking on doors. :(shQJJJ/ij be •: a. ) •. tni9imunit .pne.J 

I know we would have young me_n in America; they ~ave done it almost . If you want to ~ive or t? ge! i_n- :';;:~ha.red par6fo-teeii; ii'ctiiity W' .. 
a~d women who would know their sole~y on th~ b_as1s ?f young people volved, call the hotlme for this m1ms- \.: ~eelc helps)the faJNJy r1.19 1J1-!)ft}{ 
Bibles an~ have a well-~eveloped the- servmg as rruss10nanes. I con~end we try at (610) 341-1722. /;§rri99thly;T~ens dy~fi:ye a.s.m,JJch;y 
ology. It is my contention that learn- can do better than they can, given the )Ctinie as toddlers,justpotasrimch < 

ing the Bible and de~eloping theolo- truth of~e gospel message our young Tony Campolo, a popular author and .)~rnp:oL;·; , / • • y: > i / • . •·· 
~y always t~e pl~c~ m the context of peo~le will carry. speaker, isprofessorofsociologyat East- . ; wadeRowatt is .. dirfctor>ofthe • 
mvolvement m mmistry. . Fmally, considerwhattheseyoung ern College in St. Davids, Pa., andpresi- <St Matthews PastoraJ:Counseling 

As they go door-to-door, young people will bring back to their church- dent of the Evangelical Association for Center in Louisville,' 
people will be asked questions and es after a year of service. Promotion of Education 
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Expenses keep dripping away, 
but not on our favorite things 

HESAID 

Mark Wingfield 

Why is it that so many of the things 
we have to spend big chunks of money 
on are things we don't really want to 
spend money on at all? Exibit A: It's tax 
time. 

But it's not just taxes. Do you know 
anyone who gets excited about buying 
new tires for a car? 

Savvy marketers are. onto this unrest, 
however. In the male world of 
ungratifying expenditures, major change 
has been seen in one area in recent 

years: underwear. Who would have thought men could get 
excited about paying $5 a pair for underwear? (And why is 
underwear a "pair" anyway?) 

Walk into the men's department at any clothing store, and 
you'll be greeted with more variety in underwear than you 
ever thought possible: boxers, briefs, bikinis, cottons, silks, 
knits, colors, polka dots, stripes, plaids. All this for something 
nobody else will know you're wearing. But at least it's easier 
to get excited and confused about plunking down your hard­
earned money for this basic necessity now. 

Plumbing, another male-dominated arena, hasn't made 
such progress, however. I now know this first-hand, because 
I have a $350 faucet on my basement work sink. 

While cleaning up after a paint job the other night, the hot 
water handle turned and turned and finally broke loose into 
my hand. The water, of course, was still running, 

When the plumber arrived the next morning, he informed 
us we had an old and rare kind of sink. Only a special kind of 
faucet would fit it, and only two such faucets could be found 
anywhere in Louisville. The cost: $250 plus labor. 

I was shocked to see that this most,expensive faucet in 
our house looked so plain. Plumbers should learn a lesson 
from the underwear folks. I would have felt a lot better about 
spending my money on something in a stripe or polka dot. 

SHESAID 

Alison \l\l_ingfield 

squares. 

Anyone who comes to our house has 
to admire our lovely faucet on our 
double cement sink in the basement. 

Aside from unexpected house and 
car repairs, there isn't much I don't 
enjoy spending money on. When I have 
the money. 

But shoes are the exception. Shoes 
are my bane. 

I have small feet. Lengthwise. I wear 
a 6 "D," now (after a twin pregnancy) 
almost an "E" width. Yes, my feet are 

Shoe shopping is not usually a pleasant experience for 
me. Shoes are one of the few things I will pay full price for if I 
find some to fit my feet. 

I recently experienced one of the greatest shoe-shopping 
moments of my life. Mark and I decided to take a peek in a 
fancy departmerit store in San Francisco. The floor we started 
on happened to be all shoes. Just as I was ready to turn tail 
and run, I saw a sign that said "Special Sizes." I had to check 
it out. • 

And there they were. The kind of short fashion boots I 
have admired for several seasons, knowing I could never 
squeeze my toes into them. But I asked the salesperson 
anyway. And lo and behold, they had my size. And the price, 
although not on sale, was not unreasonable. 

Mark, who has been on enough shoe-shopping' • 
expeditions with me to know the traumas I've been through, 
immediately said, "Buy them!" 

If Jesus had used me as an illustration in one of his 
kingdom parables, the treasure I searched for would not have 
been pearls or coins but the perfect pair of shoes. 

OPINION 
Walk a mile in shoes of minister's spouse 

Here' s a question for the average layperson in the 
pew: If someone mistreats your spouse at work or if 
your spouse encounters difficulties at work, with whom 
do you discuss your hurt and concern? Perhaps with 
friends at church? Perhaps with your Sunday school 
class? 

Now imagine that your spouse's job is to be a minis­
ter in the local church. To whom would you turn for 
counsel in times of struggle, since the friends you have 
at church are off-limits? If they're not part of the prob­
lem, they're likely related to or close to someone who 
is part of the problem. 

A 1996 survey of ministers ' wives conducted by Just 
Between Us magazine identified their top 10 common 
needs: (1) balancing family and ministry; (2) loneliness; 
-(3) better relationships; (4) devotional life; (~) meeting 
expectations of the church; (6) developing ministry 
skills; (7) making ends meet financially; (8) fostering 
emotional and physical health; (9) aging; (10) dealing 
positively with ministry criticism. 

What can you do as a layperson? Here are 10 sug­
gestions: 

I Realize that ministerial families are made up of 

For the average layperson, church relation­ EDITORIAL ships provide a welcome retreat from the 
wear-and-tear of work relationships. But for the minis­
ter's family, there is no such retreat. 

real people just like you, They make mis­
takes, they get offended, they hurt, they 
struggle like most everyone else, 

Most of the time, the minister's family devotes so 
much time and energy to the work of the church that 
their support relationships are tied up almost exclusive­
ly in the church. Therefore, burdens often are carried 
alone, unspoken out of fear or because there really is 

I Make it your responsibility to see that the minister 
and the minister's family are treated fairly by the church. 
Speak on the minister's behalf when others unfairly crit-
icize or attack. ' a , · • 

I Pay the minister a fair and livable wage. 
I If the minister's family lives in a parsonage, let 

them make it their home without having to get approv­
al from a church committee every time they want to 
hang a picture. 

no one nearby in whom to confide. . 
• This problem is severe enough for ministers, but it is 
even worse for ministers' spouses, who don't have the 
support network of the local association or ministerial 
group. 

I Ensure that the ministerial family has adequate time 
each year for vacation, conventions and continuing ed­
ucation away from the church field. 

Few laypeople realize how challenging and lonely 
life can be for the minister's spouse. Even in the health­
iest churches, there's always one or two people who 
make a hobby of tormenting the pastor. Often, the per­
son who feels the pain the deepest is the pastor's spouse, 
who is expected to be at church every Sunday wearing 
a broad smile regardless of what's going on. 

I Don't frown when your minister wants to take time 
off at holidays to visit family out of town. Everyone. '. 
else in the congregation may have family nearby, but ' 
the minister usually doesn't. Put your family in the shoes 
of the minister's family_ 

I Don't expect the minister's kids to be saintly by 
nature. Kids are kids. ;-_ 

Whether spoken or not, churches place enormous 
expectations on the minister's family. For example, your 
kid may dye his hair blue and it's just considered a 
phase; but if the pastor's kid dyes his hair blue, it's 
whispered to be a sure sign the pastor isn't providing 
godly leadership in his family. 

I Remember that the church has hired the minister, . • 
not the minister and spouse as a two-for-one deal. 

I Treat the minister's spouse as a real person with a ; 
name and identity apart from the minister's, and don't·", 
expect all ministerial spouses to be alike. . , 

I Take every possible opportunity to demonstrate 
your love for the minister and the minister's spouse. • 
Everyone likes to know they are appreciated. 

Ministers' wives often are expected not only to· be 
model parents, but to bake cookies for every function, 
teach Sunday school, sing in the choir (or play the pi­
ano), know the Bible backward and forward, attend 
every WMU meeting and know where the pastor is at 
all times. 

- Mark Wingfield • 

Note: Just Between Us is a magazine devoted to the needs 
of ministers' wives and women in ministry. For informa­
tion, call (800) 260-3342. 

The beginning of the end when the team that was behind real­
ized there . was not enough time to 

and unwavering commitment to obe- score a sufficient number of points to 
dience was, vindicated by the resurrec- catch up, The team that was ahead also 
tion; and the resurrection anticipates realized this, and began to celebrate­
the great Kingdom of God. hugging, waving towels, hamming it 

Editor's note: This is the second in a 
three-part series on the resurrection 
_of Jesus. 

By Carey Newman 

Over toast and coffee, 
my friend and I were re­
counting how we had 
celebrated Easter. His 
church devoted the 
morning service to a 
choir special, while mine 
performed a pageant in 
the evening. In the mid­
dle of the conversation 
he mused; '.'You know, we have cele­
brations for Jesus' birth, his death and 
his resurrection; but we have nothing 
for his second coming. lsn'tthat odd?" 
He then looked at me and asked this 
question: "Which is more important 
anyway, Jesus' resurrection or his sec­
ond coming?" 
- It is impossible to separate one as­

pect of Jesus' life from another; they 
are mutually interdependent. That 
Jesus pre-existed in the very form of 
God made his incarnation as a human 
a miracle; his miraculous incarnation 
as God allowed his death to be a per­
fect sacrifice for all; Jesus' complete 

While it is true that up for the cameras. Sometimes this 
no one part of Jesus' life realization came early; sometimes it 
could be dropped out came late; but it came nonetheless, 
without diminishing the The dye was cast and final victory 
whole, it is equally true assured. 
that the drama of God's • Resurrection graphically proves 
dealing with the world the powers of evil were no real match 
reached a critical~ the for the one true God. The die was cast 
critical- moment at that first Easter. Victory belongs to 
Easter. Resurrection God; death has been left naked and 
mortally wounded the humiliated. In the resurrection of 
powers of sin and death, -Jesus, the long drama of God's deal­

thus breaking the curse which they ing with his creation reached a criti­
had long utreredover humanity. • • cal- the critical- moment. Evil is 

Moreover, resurrection inaugurat- now subjected to watching those who 
ed the age of renewal: All that God share in resurrection g/;lther and cele­
ever promised began to be fulfilled. brate. 
So complete was God's triumph that, I told my friend to get out his tow­
since that first Easter morning, Chris- el and find the cameras. The end is 
tians have gathered the first of each here; the old is passing away and all 
week to celebrate. : .,. , things are becoming new. The second 

The recent NCAA basketball tour- coming of Jesus is the final few min­
nament illustrated just how the end utes of the game whose outcome was 
can begin in the middle. In game after decided long ago. In the resurrection 
game, especially in the early rounds of Jesus, God, once and for all time, 
wh.ere the teams were unevenly delivered the decisive-mortal blow to 
matched, a certain critical moment- the powers which cruelly held ere­
the critical moment-was reached ation in bondage. 
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NATION 
Jewish groups oppose Christian persecution 
By Kim Lawton 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Putting 
aside sometimes deep religious differ­
ences, leaders of several influential 
Jewish advocacy groups last month 
added their voices to the growing 
grassroots campaign on behalf of per­
secuted Christians around the world. 

"Jews have a special feeling based 
on our own experience," said Warren 
Eisenberg, director of the International 
Council of B'nai B'rith. "We lend 

• ourselves to battles against persecu-
tion." • 

At a meeting in the U.S. Capitol 
sponsored by the Center for Jewish 
and Christian Values, religious and 
political leaders discussed the 30-year 
campaign for Soviet Jewry and ex­
plored how lessons learned from that 
struggle could be applied on behalf of 
Christians facing religious repression 
in numerous countries. 

Many speakers at the meeting not­
ed that thousands of Christians were 
involved in the effort to aid the nearly 
3 million Jews who were severely re­
pressed in the Soviet Union and often 
forbidden to emigrate to Israel and 
elsewhere. 

'The campaign to save Soviet Jew­
ry is an _example of a religious com­
munity redirecting American foreign 

policy on behalf of oppressed co-reli­
gionists overseas. Unless the Ameri­
can Christian community launches a 
similar effort, the plight of persecuted 
Christians will only worsen," said 
Chris Gersten, director of the Wash­
ington-based center, a conservati"ve 
education and advocacy group. 

For more than a year, evangelical 
Christians and others have been at­
tempting to mobilize an international 
outcry against the persecution of 
Christians around the world. 

According to many religious lib­
erty groups, Christians are currently 
the single largest group persecuted 
worldwide on the basis of religious 
beliefs. They cite China, Egypt, Cuba, 
North Korea, Iran and Pakistan as ex­
amples. 

Jess Hordes, Washington represen­
tative of the Anti-Defamation League, 
said perseverance, consistency and 
credibility will be key elements to "the 
effort we may spearhead here" on be­
half of persecuted Christians. 

However, Rabbi David Saperstein, 
director of the Religious Action Cen­
ter of Reform Judaism, cautioned 
evangelicals many Jews may be reluc­
tant to join a similar campaign for 
Christians if there is strong emphasis 
on proselytism and missionary activi­
ties. Saperstein stressed he believes 
proselytism and evangelism are fun-

Groups publish--open letter_~,to_, 
pr_otest Gore's trip to ,China 

WASHINGTON (BP)- Several 
groups, including the Southern Bap­
tist Christian Life Commission, re­
cently challenged the Clinton ad­
ministration to put "human rights 
before _profits" in its policy toward 
China. 

CLC President Richard Land was 
among 26 signers of an open letter to 
Vice President Al Gore that appeared 
as a full-page advertisement in the 
Easter Sunday issue of the Washing­
ton Times, a conservative paper oper­
ated by the Rev. Sun Myung Moon's 
Unification Church. 

The ad followed Gore's four-day 
visit to China. The open letter noted 
China's ongoing persecution of Chris­
tians and other religious adherents and 
called for the administration "to stand 
with the victims of oppression." 

In addition to the CLC' s Land, oth­
er signers of the ad included Focus on 
the Family President James Dobson, 

Christian Coalition Executive Direc­
tor Ralph Reed, Family Research 
Council President Gary Bauer and 
Prison Fellowship President Chuck 
Colson. • 

The vice president "apparently did 
and said little" on his trip on behalf of 
the victims of the Chinese govern­
ment's repression of religious groups 
outside its system of state-approved 
churches, the ad said. Meanwhile, 
American business interests praised 
the trip and China's leaders exploited 
it for favorable publicity, it said. 

Speaker of the House of Represen­
tatives Newt Gingrich, R.-Ga., ' trav-
eled to China the same week. • 

He spoke "much more bluntly than 
have administration officials about 
China's human rights abuses but re­
mained generally supportive of the 
policy of engagement" pursued by the 
administration, the Washington Post 
reported March 31. 

Maine likely to ban same-sex marriage 
AUGUST A, Maine· (RNS)­

·Maine is expected to become the 18th 
state in the nation to ban gay marriag­
es after the state legislature voted to 
prohibit official recognition of mari­
tal unions between same-sex couples. 

The Maine Senate approved the 
measure in a 24-10 vote, one day af­
ter the bill cleared the state House of 
Representatives by a wide margin. 
Gov. Angus King announced he will 

_ not veto the bill. 
''The people of the state of Maine, 

now represented by their political 
leaders, have wisely moved to protect 
the institution of marriage from the 
marauding of opportunistic gay activ-

ists," said Carolyn Cosby of Con­
cerned Maine Families. 

The group led a grassroots petition • 
drive bringing the issue to the legisla­
ture. Under state rules, if Maine law­
makers had not approved the bill, the 
measure would have been put before 
voters in a November referendum. 

Democratic Sen. Susan Longley 
opposed the measure, arguing that the 
definition ofmarriage is changing. 
She said parental fitness "has nothing 
to do with sexual orientation." 

Under the Defense of Marriage Act 
signed by President Clinton in Sep- • 
tember, individual states can decide 
not to recognize same-sex marriages. 

damental rights protected in interna­
tionally recognized human-rights cov­
enants. But if an advocacy campaign 
focuses on those issues, Saperstein 
said he fears that within the Jewish 
community "people will still stand. up, 
but there will be a queasiness" about 
the agenda. 

"I will stand there with you, but 
tactically, it will be a disservice to the 
cause," he said. 

Responding to Saperstein's com­
ments, Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Chris­
tian Life Commission, agreed advo­
cacy for persecuted Christians should 
"focus on the things that unite us, rath-
er than divide us." • • 

Land stressed proselytism is a 
"fundamental human right" and a key 
faith activity for many religions, in­
cluding Christianity. "But it cannot be 
and should not be the major focus of 
this effort," he said. 

Land said he believed Saperstein's 
comments on proselytism "needed to 
be heard by those in the evangelical 
community." 

Proselytism has been a sensitive 
issue between the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the Jewish commu­
nity. Many U.S. Jewish groups have 
expressed concern over Southern 
Baptist statements encouraging evan­
gelism efforts aimed at Jews. 

:·•Denomination ;;, .. 
fails to t1'tify 
salvation pledge 

' NEW YORK (RNS)-Mem­
bers of the Reformed Church in 
America have rejected a move 
that would have required all min­
isters and congregations _to reaf­
filJll annually their belief that sal­
vation comes only through Jesus. 

With just one of the denomi­
nation's 46 classes, or regional 
jurisdictions, still to vote, the 
measure trailed 23 to.22. Approv­
al by two-thirds of the classes was 
required for passage. 

"I guess this just shows the 
Reformed Church in America is 
a lot more liberal in its theology 
than we probably have a reputa­
tion for being," said Pastor 
Patrick Shetler of Grant, Mich., 
who drafted the amendment. 

It came in response to a dis­
pute that erupted wlien Richard 
Rhem, pastor of the Reformed 
Christ Community Church in 
Spring Lake, Mich., stated pub­
licly that faith in Jesus was not 
,necessary for salvation. 

The uproar prompted Rhem 
and his congregation to leave the 
denomination in 1996, although 
the action has not been formally 
recognized .by the church. A re­
tired pastor- Don Van Hoeven 
of Kalamazoo, Mich.- who sup­
ported Rhem, was formally re­
buked by the RCA. 

Van Hoeven, who is appeal- . 
ing the: sanction, welcomed the . 
outcome of the vote. "It is the 
moderate inclusive voices of the 
church which shall prevail withe 
in our denomination·." 

I., 



FLOOD '97 
NOTE: This list contains information available to the Western Recorder as of press time April 7. If &ny information printed here is incorrect or if you know of a seriously damaged church that is not listed, 
please call the Recorder office at (502) 244-6470 or the KBC partnership missions office at (502) 244-6462. This list will be updated each week and published for the next several weeks. Please do not send 
any items to flood-damaged churches without first verifying the need and the church's ability to.receive donations. Many damaged churches have no means of storing donated items at this time and 
have, much structural work to be done before items such as pianos, organs or refrigerators can be used. • 

CHURCH ASSOCIATION PASTOR INSURANCE? DAMAGE/LOSS/NEEDS 
Bel Air Chapel 
West 

Salem 

·SEEKlNG: Centerfield Baptist 
Church, a contemporary church lo~at­
ed in Oldham County, currently is 
accepting resumes for a part-time min­
ister to children. If interested, call 
(502) 243-1982 for more information, 
or mail resume to: Centerfield Baptist' 
Church, P.O. Box 1026, Crestwood, 
KY 40014. • • 

SEEKING: A multiple-staff, 
seeker-sensitive, purpose-driven 
church is looking for a full-time youth 
and children's minister to provide vi­
sion, direction, training and leadership 
to a team of volunteers. Individual 
must be gifted in teaching and must 
have management skills, a high ener­
gy level, fresh ideas and the ability to 
function in a team approach to minis: 

_ try. Interested? Experienced? Chal­
lenged? Send resume.to: Search Com­
mittee, Springfield Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 286, Springfield, KY 40069. 
Phone: (606) 336-3544. 

FOR SALE: 13' and 9' church 
pews, upholstered seat and back. Also 
for sale: three pulpit chairs, commun­
ion table and pulpit. For information, 
call ( 606) 623-1771. 

Jack Simmons No Trailer used as mission chapel destroyed by flood 
(502) 828-2421 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and education for First Baptist 
Church, Barbourville, Ky. Seminary 
training and experience is preferred. 
Full benefits package offer. Send re,. 
sume to: Minister of Music and Edu­
cation Search Committee, P.O. Box 
1569, Barbourville, KY 40906. 

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church 
is presently in the process of search­
ing for a full-time minister of youth 
and music. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, Meta Baptist Church, 
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY · 
41501. 

NEEDED: Live-in companion, 
weekends, senior lady for senior lady 
with Alzheimers. Light duties, trans­
portation a plus. Jim, (502) 968-2761. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth. 
Ridgewood Baptist Church; Louis­
ville (CBF-affiliated), is seeking a 
part-time minister of yoµth. Send re­
sume to: Ridgewood Baptist Church, 
6209 Greenwood Road, Louisville, 
KY 40258. 
_ FOR SALE: Lowrey electronic 

organ_ (Pageant) $1,199 or resonable 
offer ($3,900 new). (502) 554-5644. 

WANTED: Organist. Sunday 
morning, Wednesday evening choir 
practice. Kenwood Baptist Church. 
Contact Suzann Reynolds, (502) 367-
1197. • 

SEEKING: Associate minister 
for music. The First Baptist Church 
of Middlesborough, Ky., is seeking 
a minister to lead, develop and co­
ordinate the music ministry of the 
church. In addition, the minister will 
assist the pastor in all areas of 
church life. The successful candi­
date will have a minimum of a col­
lege degree with a music emphasis, 
and a seminary degree is preferred 
along with previous music ministry 
experience. The candidate also 
should possess a calling to ministry 
and strong interpersonal and orga­
nization skills. The First Baptist 
Church of Middlesborough has a 
resident membership of 500 people • 
and is a diverse community of faith 
affiliated with the SBC and CBF. 
Send resume by April 30, 1997, to: 
Rev. Jeff Roberts, First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 839, Middlesbor­
ough, KY 40965-0839. 

SEEKING: faith Baptist Church 
in Knoxville, Md., is seeking a full­
time minister of music and youth. 
Faith is located in a rapidly growing 
area outside of D.C. Send resume to: 
Staff Search Committee, Faith Bap­
tist Church, 2212 Jefferson Pike, 
Knoxville, MD 2175-8. 

SEEKING: Male residence hall 
director for Campbellsville Universi­
ty. Full-time with benefits. Contact: 
Betty Kidwell at (502) 789-5016 by 
Apr. 16, 1997. 

SEEKING: Minister of music. 
FBC, Joelton, Tenn., seeks a full­
time minister of music. The church, 
located 25 minutes northwest of 
Nashville, has an average morning 
worship attendanoe of 575 in multi­
ple services, including one more 
contemporary in format and one 
more traditional. This person will 
oversee age-graded choirs from pre­
school through senior adult, and 
have significant responsibilities for 
senior adult ministry as well. Send 
resume to: FBC, P.O. Box 86, Joel- • 
ton, TN 37080; Attn: Dean Ander­
son. 
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By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Midlane Park Baptist 

Church in Louisville, and 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 

Clifton Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

Best-selling 
Christian paper­
back nonfiction 

1 Day of Deception, 
John Hagee 

r 

2 God's Little 
Instruction Book for 

Women, Honor Books 

3 Woman, Thou Art 
Loosed, T.D. Jakes . 

4 The Signature of God, 
Grant Jeffrey 

5 Five Love 
Languages, Gary 

Chapman 

6 The Beginning of the 
End, John Hagee 

7 A Divine Revelation 
of Hell, Mary Baxter 

8 Becoming a Woman 
of P.rayer, Cynthia Heald. 

9 God's Little 
Instruction Book, Honor 

Books 

10 Loose That Man and 
• Let Him Go, T.D. Jakes 

Source: Evangelical 
Christian Publishers 

Association 

Defining Baptist Convictions: 
Guidelines for the Twenty-First 
Century. Edited by Charles Deweese. 
Providence House Publishers, 1996. 
224 pages. $15.95. ♦♦♦♦ (out of 
five) 

A more apt subtitle for this book might 
be "Challenges for the Twenty-First Cen­
tury." If Deweese and other contributors 
to this book are correct, the basic convic­
tions that shape Baptist life directly chal­
lenge the consumer-oriented, so-called 
seeker-sensitive Christianity that perme­
ates most church life in the last decade of 
the 20th century. Baptist theology and . 
polity demand an active 
and growing faith, both 
on the part of individuals . 
and faith communities. 

Deweese identifies 11 
core Baptist convictions 
(or values): the lordship 
of Jesus Christ, the Bible 
as our sole written au­
thority for faith and prac­
tice, soul competency, 
the priesthood of believ­
ers, religious liberty, sep- • 
aration of church and 
state, non-conformity, trust in relation­
ships, regenerate 9hurch membership, be­
liever's baptism and the covenant nature 
of the church. The book contains essays 
that deal directly with these core values, 
as well as essays that touch on the impli­
cations of these values for issues facing 
Baptists today. 

A strength of the book is the variety of 
authorship. As coqiposed, it stands as a 
living witness to the fact that no one per­
son single-handedly can define Baptist 
convictions. Each of the authors writes 
with passion about his topic. Each reminds 
us that to be a Baptist is to be different, 
because we are a people concerned to 
demonstrate in our individual and corpo­
rate lives the lordship of Jesus Christ. They 

: I I 
remind us that Baptist Christianity is chal­
lenging. 

This book would make an excellent 
guide for group discussion and a teaching 
or preaching outline. 

One warning: No matter what your 
"Baptist politics," be prepared to be chal­
lenged by Deweese' s introduction. Jim 
Holladay 

Make Room for the BOOM . . . or 
BUST: Six Church Models for 
reaching Three Generations. Gary 
McIntosh. Revell, 1997. 192 pages. 
$11.99. ♦♦♦♦ 

This is a book for those who 
feel out of touch with all the buzz 
words of church growth and for 
those who want it all explained 
clearly and fairly in one place. It's 
all here: builders (Americans 52 

. years old and older), boomers (ages 
32 to 51), busters (ages 14 to 31), 
and seeker-centered, seeker-sensi­
tive, blended, multiple track, satel­
lite, and rebirthed churches. 

Mcln.tosh presents an excellent 
comparison of the three genera­
tions under discussion. He even has 

a helpful chart which will lend itself to 
group discussion and analysis. While there 
are always exceptions to any typing of 
generations, I found McIntosh's analysis 
to be consistent with my own experience. 

After the demographic data on the 
three generations, the book turns to the six 
models of doing church which are de­
signed to meet ·the generational needs pre­
viously discussed. Discussions include 
strengths and cautions of each model. The 
unique part of this book is that each "the­
ory" chapter is followed by an "experi­
ence" chapter written by a pastor who has 
implemented the model. Each reflection- • 
is a candid discussion of the pastor's ad­
venture in remodeling ~ church. The final 
chapter includes some questions ·to be 

Building up the kingdom 
By Robert Dunston 

During our Christmas break, the _ 
college's Mountain Outreach min­
istry sent a missions team to inner 
city Newport News, Va. Team 
members included Dwayne Ackley, 
Erin Behnke, Amy Carr, Richard 
Clark, Barbara Grundy, Julie 
Hoover, T. J. Hurley, Chris Jones, 

.Oakwood, Ohio; Jessica Kitzmiller 
from Buckhannon, W. Va.; Emily 
Lucas from Brandenburg and 
Christina Miller from Hardinsburg. 

Miller's story is an interesting 
one. She came with a church group 
during a recent summer to help 
Mountain Outreach build homes. 
She decided to attend college at 

. Cumberland and is continuing her 
Emily Lucas, Christina 
Miller, Matt Neel, Matt 
Norton, Gail Rector, 
Desiree Robertson and 
Nicole Weitzel. Al 
Laird, director of Moun­
tain Outreach, and his 
wife, Nancy, accompa­
nied the students. The 
team worked at Friend­
ship House, a Baptist 
center, repairing drywall 
and cleaning up around 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

involvemerit in-Moun­
tain Outreach. Mountain 
Outreach will build two 
or three homes this sum­
mer with volunteer help 

the area. Located in an area of high 
drug traffic and declining neighbor­
hoods, Friendship House is trying 
to be an effective presence for 
Christ. Our students learned a lot 
.about the problems and opportuni­
ties facing those who minister in the 
inner city. 

Mountain Outreach recently se­
lected its team of student mission­
aries for summer 1997. Dwayne 
Ackley of Harlan again will serve 
as student coordinator. Ackley 
served last summer and this aca­
demic year as student coordinator. -
Joining him are Julie Hoover from 

_ from 11 churches. 
During the last week 

of March, Amy Cum­
mins, a recent Cumber­
land graduate and a cur­
rent two-year mission­
ary with the Southern 
Baptist Home Mission 

Board, brought a group from New 
York to spend several days helping 
Mountain Outreach. The)( built -a 
wheelchair ramp, which made a 
man's home easily accessible to 
him for the first time. 

Mountain Outreach is a minis­
try touching the lives of both the 
families and the students involved. 
Any time people can work together 
under God, lives are changed. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 
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asked and a suggesteo process for imple­
menting a model in a church. 

McIntosh's book moves quickly and 
is highly readable, While written for pas­
tors, the book would be well used with lay 
leadership groups who want to be ac­
quainted with the challenges today's 
church faces. Even if the entire model is 
never implemented, the sensitivity of each 
model surely will cause thought that will 
make the church more effective in reach­
ing people for Christ. Wayne Hager 

Leading with Soul: An Uncommon 
Journ·ey of Spirit. Lee Bolman and 
Terrance Deal. Jossey-Bass 
Publishers, 1995. 195 
pages. $18.50. ♦♦♦ 

In this contemporary 
wisdom parable, Bolman 
and Deal, tprough the char­
acters of Steve and Maria, 
take us on a wanderingjour- _ 
ney to discover the true na­
ture of leadership. Steve is 
the burned-out leader in cri­
sis. Maria is the spiritual 
guide, who helps Steve re­
cover his "most precious human gift­
(his) spirit." 

The recurring theme of the parable is 
that "the heart of leadership lives in the 
hearts of leaders. You have to lead from 
something deep in your heart." The secret 
of genuine and effective leadership is_the 
recovery of the soul's attributes, (love, 
compassion, community, conviction, song, 
etc.) 'The essence of leadership is not giv­
ing things or even providing visions. It is 
offering oneself and one's spirit." 

Like most wisdom stories, the point 
sometimes is stated straight-out and un­
ambiguously; at other times it is subtle and 
woven into the narrative. At all times, the 
authors leave room for the reader/hearer 
to apply ·the insights gained to his or her 
own experience. _ 

Though written from the world of cor­
porate leadership, a strength of this book 
for church leaders is that it reminds us that 
passion, which comes from knowing who 
we are and why we are here, is essential 
for effective leadership within- any com­
munity. Leadership is not abou.t manag­
ing, controlling or fixing things. It is about 
providing a context of meaning in and 
through which people can live, learn and 
accomplish. 

One weakness of this book is some­
thing the authors see as a strength-its 
broad ecumenicity. They ar;:-•1e that "spir- -
ituality is the goal, religion ' - the path" 
and that all religions are he• .~d toward 
the same goal. From my perspective, not 

all paths lead to the same place. 
In spite of that, Bolman and Deal 
challenged me to be more con­
scious of leading with soul. Jim 
Holladay 

The Message in Your 
Emotions. Wayne McDi/1. 
Broadman and Holman 
Publishers, 1996. 255 pages. 
$11.99 . •••• 

Wayne McDill has written a book to 
help everyone understand what underlies 
his or her emotional state. Emotions, he 
writes, are not just a separate compartment 
of life but a real key to who you are. 

The author presents emotions as a gift 
of God to both protect us and to increase 
our enjoyment. McDill's contention is we 
must understand what our emotions are 
saying to us in order to receive the full 
protection and enjoyment God intends to 
give us. 

In an easy-to-understand presentation, 
McDill guides the reader through self­
doubt, anger, loneliness, boredom, guilt, 
worry and discontent. No matter what you 
may think you know about your emotions, 
you will benefit from the-insights of this 
book. Wayne Hager 

"I was a 
s_tranger and 
you took me in." 

Matthew 25:35 

·-~, <i'- 'lt' 

Kentucky Baptist Hornes for Children needs 
foster parents to care for children who have 

been abused and neglected. Training, ongoing 
support and a stipend are provided. 

Call the office nearest you 
for more information! 

Centrat Kentucky -
Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky -
Western Kentucky -

(502) 266-0139 
(606) 478-3200 
(606) 677-1008 
(502) 825-2191 

or call 1-800-456-1386 toll free! 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

.. lka 
KBHC 
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Book explains world's religions for kids 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor • 

"Mom, Julie wasn't at school to­
day, and the teacher said it's because 
this was a religious holiday. Why 
don't we celebrate that holiday?" 

Would you know what to say if 
your child or grandchild asked such a 
question? 

Faced with an array of religions in 
America's multi-cultural society, chil­
dren increasingly are becoming curi­
ous about the ways their friends and 
schoolmates worship, according to 
Murray native William McElrath. 
And the average parent doesn't know 
enough to answer all the questions, he 
added. 

That's one reason McElrath, an 
educator and former Southern Baptist 
missionary to Indonesia, has written 
a new book titled "Ways We Wor­
ship." The hardback volume has just 
been released by Barron's. 

The book is designed as a ready 
reference for both children and par­
ents. It's also the kind of book par­
ents and children can use together to 
create learning experiences out of real­
life questions; McElrath said. "Just as . 
you meet a kid who goes to worship 
on Saturdays or who won't eat pork, 
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Williamsburg, Kentucky· 

July 21 - 23, 1997 
• Preaching 

• Bible study 
~ Seininars 

• Music 
• Worship 

• Relaxation & Fellowship 

1997 Conference Personalities 

...,_,.,; ·'"' 

Rev. Billy Compton, Elizabethtown, KY; Pastor, 
Severns Valley Baptist Church; Conference preacher/ 
inspirational speaker. 

Dr. Mike Robinson, Cumberland College; Assistant 
Professor of Philosophy; Conference Bible teacher, 
using the parables of Christ, subject of the 1998 
Winter Bible Study. 

Mrs. Sherry Clark, Dry Ridge, Kentucky; High 
school music teacher; Conference music coordinator/ 
performer. ~-

Dr. John Lepper, Louisyille, KY; Director of the 
Family Ministry Department, K.B.C.; Conference 
seminar leader along with -his wife Connie. 

For More Information about the 
1997 Pastor/Sta.ff and Family Conference Contact: 

Rev. Wes Roy 
Office of Church Relations 
7934 College Station Drive 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

( 606) 539-4154 
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that might be a good time to go to that 
part of the book." 

The book is organized into three 
major sections: religions that worship 
one God, religions originating from 
Asia and other religions found on ev­
ery continent. Specific chapters are 
devoted to Judaism, Christianity, Is­
lam, Hinduism, Daoism, Shintoism, 
Buddhism, Confusianism and 
Sikhism. Other religions treated in­
clude a variety of primal religions, 
such as those observed by Native 
Americans, and newer religions, such 
as Mormonism. 

McElrath said he wrote the book 
in a straightforward style, explaining 
the basic tenets and worship patterns 
of each religion, but he scrupulously 
avoided citing one faith as good and 
another as bad. 

Even so, some readers may ques­
tion the book's organization. For ex­
ample, Mormons consider themselves 
a Christian religion, yet McElrath's 
book follows the belief of the larger 
Christian community and does not 
include Mormonism in the section.on 
Christianity. 

The book takes its title, "Ways We 
Worship," from McElratb'.s premise 
that w_hile ·it may be hard to catego­
rize religions and explain exactly what 

. J. \ • 1 

people believe, it is easier to describe 
the ways in which people worship. 

McElrath said writing the book 
gave him a clearer picture of similari­
ties and differences in the world's re­
ligions. "I learned that the world of 
religion is full oflook-alikes, some of 
which are alike and some of which 
aren't." 

Even though the book does not fa­
vor one religion over another, McEl­
ratli said he is pleased the book makes 
a clear presentation of Christianity. 

McElrath predicted the new book 
will become popular among both 
young and old readers because of its 
simplicity. It is written on a fifth-grade 
reading level. _ 

The same thing happened with a 
children's Bible dictionary McElrath 
wrote several years ago, he said. "Sun­
day school teachers come up to me 
and say, 'That's what I use because 
the regular Bible dictionaries tell me 
more than I want to know. Yours tells 
me what I really need to know."' 

McElrath and his wife, Betty, 
served as Southern Baptist missionar- _ 
ies in Indonesia from 1964 througl.J, 
1994. They now live in Raleigh, N.C. 
He is a graduate ofMurray State Uni­
versity and Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary, : ··• · • • · · · -· • · 

.. • \ •• ·- 1 •I I, 

'Touched' & 
'Preacher'$ Wife' 
win recognition 

BEVERLY HILLS, 
Calif. (RNS)- The CBS 
television series 
"Touched by an Angel" 
and Walt Disney Co.'s 
feature film "The 
Preacher's Wife" were 
the top winners of the 
fifth annual MovieGuide 
Aw;uds. 

The annual awards 
presentation of the 
Christian Film and 
Television Commission, 
held March 19 in Beverly 
Hills, honors feature 
films and TV shows for 
their social and spir_itual 
values. 
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Maks "Ths Good-~tu_f ~tudsnt Confstsncs" 
Y out ~~ting ~vsnt ~ot A Boldst Youth Minidty! 

... SEE the c reative technology 
of our youth c ulture _ 

... EXPERIENCE·the refreshing 
Sp irit of Christ 

... LEARN the truths of His Word 

... ENCOUNTER the difference 
living for Christ cari make in 

your life 

' " ~ ..J.: . -@:J!- ·. 
Paducah, KY - Apri l 25 - Bible Baptis.t Heartlanq . . . 

,G~i1'V 
·gtUf~ 

* 

Owensbom, KY - May 2 - First Baptist Church 

Featuring: Louie Giglio 

Cost: $16, per student in advance 

Coming to your area - 3 impacting Sessions all In 1 Friday Night 
A night you will never forget and always relish. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL 1-888-967-7883 
Youth Ministry Resources - 2440 Old Milton Parkway Suite 200 • Alpharetta, GA 30201 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Louisville native 
LaRaine Dail as she 

plans a city-wide rally for 
students in Moscow. 

■ Linda Sims as she 
prays about new 

ministry possibilities in 
St. Petersburg, Russia. 

■ A "praise report" from 
Dick and Marilyn 

Beaudoin in Moscow: 
They have found an 

apartment closer to the 
mission office. 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ LOUISVILLE- Cloverleaf 
Church will host "Proclaim" of Mon­
roe, Mich., in a gospel music concert 
April 12at7 p.m. Call (502) 367-0218 
for more information. Geoffrey Lace­
field is pastor. 

Doug Dean resigned as pastor at 
Clifton Heights Church to work at a 
youth ranch in Pell City, Ala. 

Lowell Abney resigned as pastor 
at Ridgewood Church March 9. 

Leo George resigned as church ad­
ministrator at Walnut Street Church. 

Ninth & 0 Church will celebrate 
25 years in the television ministry 
April 12-13.JackJohnson,president 
of the Southern Baptist Radio and TV 
Commission, will speak. Call (502) 
636-5576 for more infohnation. 
■ MIDDLESBORO--Mark Hill re­
signed as minister of music and edu­
cation at First Church, effective April 
6, to become minister of music and 
singles ministry coordinator at Manas-
• sas Church in Manassas, Va. 

■ PADUCAH- First Church called 
Kelly Tibbs as outreach and activi­
ties director. She began her new min­
istry March 23. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- Pleasant 
Grove Church will host the Camp­
bellsville University contemporary 
n:iusic group in concert April 20 at 7 
p.m. Call (502) 543-7336 for more 
information. 
■ WILLIAMSTOWN- Williams­
town Church will celebrate its 119th 
anniversary May 4. Former pastor 
John Keith will be guest speaker at 
11 a.m. followed by dinner on the 
grounds. A.B. Colvin will speak at 2 
p.m. Call (606) 824-4102 for more 
information. 
MISSIONARY UPDATE · 
■ Thomas and Phyllis Baker, mis­
sionaries to Spain, are on the field. Ad­
dress is: Apartado, 3, 28180 Alcoben­
das, Madrid, Spain. She was born in 
Louisville and grew up in Breckin­
ridge County. 

Illness & wheelchair aside, 
she ~anted to be baptized 
By Tim Ellsworth pool. About 35 people attended the 
Illinois Baptist service, including many members of 

Bingaman's family. 
ULLIN, Ill. (BP)- Dying of can- "It was a real testimony to that 

cer and using a.wheelchair, Dorothy family and the community," Best 
Bingaman didn't care what her.doc- said, noting that guests at the hotel 
tors said- she wanted to ~e bap- observed the baptism. 
tized. • The group sang "Amazing 

"Her doctors had prohibited her G_race" after she came out of the 
from getting baptized," said Mark water, and Best said Bingaman 
Best, pastor of First Baptist Church looked at him, smiled and said, 
of Ullin. "Finally, a couple of weeks "Thank you. Now I'm ready." 
before we baptized her, she said, 'I Two days later, Bingaman went 
want to be baptized, regardless of into a coma. She died five days af- . 
what my doctors say."' ter her baptism and was buried ex-

Best and First Baptist Church actly one week after the service. The 
obliged. Bingaman and her husband, church sang "Amazing Grace" at the 
Gerald, had accepted Jesus as their burial. 
personal Savior at their home a cou- "It was sort of a fitting end as we 
ple of weeks earlier when Bruce • did that," Best said. "It was a real 
Mowery, a member of .the church, testimony to a lot of the family 
witnessed to them. members who weren't Christians. 

Because of her condition, the We're still in the process of minis­
church's baptismal pool couldn't be tering to that family ." 

■ Pastor Verdieu 
Laroche and members 
of First Haitian Baptist 

Church in Roxbury, 
Mass. About 600 people 

attend the church in 
inner-city Boston. 

used .. So, a baptismal service was The impactofBingaman's salva­
held in February at the swimming tion and baptism didn't stop at her 

.. Church Buses pool of the Best Western Cheek- death, he added. Since then, Ullin 

R t I B wood Inn. First Baptist Church has been in re-
. en a USeS A lifelong Ullin resident, Binga- vi val, according to Best. . 

{New & Used) man was normally afraid of two Four people have become Chris-

c I things- heights and water. But, tians since Bingaman's death, and 
■ Dan Nicholas, 

managing editor of the 
New England Baptist, the 

arpenter .Bus_ Sa es Inc. "just before we baptized her, she two more are close to making ·deci-
B~entwood, Tenn. srµiled and said, Tm not afraid any- sions, he said. One SO-year-old 

~---- ---

montniy news 1ourna1 o 
the Baptist Convention 

of New England. 

d 
1 

•., (80DJ.3.1.D.:.6J_8 ., more"' Best ~aid, ,.·• , woman has surrendered to mission 
' Mu e 5 • Ric ard Miller and ClinfN ale as- work. ,. 1 , ' 

(12 to 35 passengers) (615) 3 76-2287 sisted Best with the baptism. Binga- "Revival starts the end of April, 
Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses man was placed in a white lounge but we're starting revival early"," he 

• chair and baptized in the swimming said. 

'And one of them ... turned back ■■■ and glorified God' 
Seven years ago this week, two brothers en- gratitude for all Oneida has done. Unlike so many 

rolled in our school. The older brother was in the others who have been helped but rarely express 
seventh grade and the younger w,as in the sixth any appreciation, it did not surprise me to receive 
grade. They came to us from Ethiopia during a . this letter from him: 
time of famine and civil war in their country. "Dr. Underwood, I don't know exactly how to 
Thousands of boys and girls would have liked to start out in this letter. I suppose I should start with 
come to the United States. These two were among my appreciation. For many years I was taken care 
a fortunate few. of by Oneida. When I say Oneida, I include all 

While our faculty and staff helped both of these the faculty and staff, from the cooks to the presi­
boys, they became especially close to the young- dent, the parents of certain friends and all the peo-
er. His personality made it easier to be- ple who faithfully donate for Oneida's 
friend and help him. He was a strong THIS IS mission. Oneida, through the years, 
student from the start. To my knowl- ONEIDA rai·sed me and molded me to what I am 
edge, he was on the honor roll all seven today. There hasn't been a day that I 
years. He made the "A" honor roll sev- don't think of Oneida and thank God 
eral times and ranked fourth in his grad- for everything. Now I realize that I need 
uating class. He also was active in choir, to catch up on my thankfulness and 
drama, soccer, swimming, track, wres- show it. At least say it. I want you to 
tling, baseball and basketball. He was know that I appreciate every single op-
involved in student council, Baptist Stu- portunity that I was given . .. . College 
dent l:Jnion, Beta Club, Fellowship of is slightly different than Oneida in many 
Christian Athletes and philosophy club. ways .... I have explored some of my 
He was an office aide, a lifeguard, a hall curiosities. They have turned out to be 
monitor in the dorm and a work super- W.F. Underwood good and bad .... Now, what I notice is 
visor. It was no surprise our faculty and _ ------- that I have a big conscience and I give 
staff voted him "Mr. Oneida," one of our highest the credit to Oneida. See, I believe that it's the 
awards. good in me that creates my conscience, .. . and I 

For various reasons, contact from his Ethjopi- know it was created by God and his goodness. 
an home was minimal. Financial support eventu- There is no way to know, but I've wondered if 
ally stopped, along with letters and phone calls. it's God's Holy Spirit. ... I think ofall these things 
In all honesty, we considered sending both boys and I realize that I am a product of Oneida. Most 
back to Ethiopia, mostly because there was no line of my memories are from there, the people I call 
of communication between our school and their . friends and family are from there. Now I am an 
father. At one time, nearly three years went by 18-year-old away from home, trying to start his 
with no contact from home. These boys found own life. Thank you Oneida. 
themselves increasingly dependent on Oneida. "P.S. I have seen Jesus through the mission of 

The younger brother graduated last year and Oneida. Please thank everybody for me in chapel." 
now is attending a large university. He visits our W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
campus at times and is quick to express his deep Baptist Institute, P. 0. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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New life in Evarts 
Eight miles on Highway 38 from 

Harlan you'll come to Evarts. Box­
cars of coal still can be seen on the 
tracks; a huge mill processes east 
Kentucky timber. Basketball is im­
portant, and during the Final Four 
tournament, folks had renewed feel­
ings about Harlan County native 

. Charles Thomas playing for Min­
nesota instead of Kentucky. 

ous years of my ministry. Perhaps 
the best lesson I have gained is the 
motivation oflove for Christ, as op­
posed to duty. The world says, 'Get 
a life.' At Clear Creek, Jesus is life." 

Reaching people for Christ mo­
tivates P_ilrker in ministry. I'm so 
grateful the Lord allowed me to 
participate in some of the harvest. 
The six services had good atten-

A product of these 
hills is Evarts' pastor Lar­
ry Parker. The parsonage 
is not far from his child­
hood home. Parker was 
baptized in nearby Clo­
verfork river. Evarts is 
the fourth Harlan Coun­
ty church where he has 
been pastor. Ask him 
about bi vocational minis­
try. He has 20 years of 
experience. He left the 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

dance, spirited singing 
from church members 
and neighboring church­
es and warm fellowship. 
Individuals who needed 
to decide for Christ were 
present, and some deci­
sions were made. On the 
lasi verse of the final 

mines to accept the call to Bill Whittaker 

• night, 46-year-old Rich­
ard McNabb gave his life 
to Christ. As he moved 
toward the altar and knelt 
to pray, joy spread 
throughout the church. Evarts two year ago and 

is thankful the church encouraged 
him to study at Clear Creek. His 
wife, Linda, is secretary for the su­
perintendent of Harlan city schools. 

What has Clear Creek done for 
Parker? "I have been able to meet 
some of tomorrow's most power­
ful preachers. I see the enthusiasm 
in their eyes, and I praise the Lord 
for what he is going to do through 
them. I also have learned more in 
these two years, through the re­
sources available and the enthusi­
astic faculty, than in all the previ-

He was baptized on resurrection 
Sunday. 

Parker said, "I have led men to 
Christ while inside the coal mine, 
sitting on the front of my car, in my 
home and in theirs. I am constantly 
reminded of the 'fear nots' of the 
Bible, and I am convinced most of 
us can be more effective if we will 
simply be bolder. The shame is not 
in being saved, but in dying lost." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
Promise Keepers drawing interest. in other countries 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(RNS)-Kristian Renling, a Swedish 
missionary, is an international convert 
to Promise Keepers. 

It began during one of his trips to 
the United States, when he was struck • 
by them.en's ministry of a Nebraska 
church supporting his evangelistic ef­
forts. 

Once a month, men from Christ is 
King Community Church in Norfolk, 
Neb., gather with men from 19 other 
congregations to hear a speaker, eat 
and worship together. 

"It was incredible to see men open 
up and share some of their needs and 
be vulnerable and in tears and ·others 
encouraging them," said Renling. 

The men in that ministry also were 
involved in Promise Keepers, a bur­
geoning evangelical men's organiza­
tion that until now mostly has been 
limited to the United States. 

But no longer. In February, Prom­
ise Keepers executives introduced 
their organization as an "international 
Christian men's ministry" as they of-

ficially announced an October rally 
which they hope will bring "multi­
tudes" of men to Washington, D.C. 

The organization already has three 
affiliates abroad- in Canada, Austra­
lia and New Zealand. Men from other 
countries, including 
Renling, now-hope to 
establish additional in­
ternational Promise 
Keepers affiliates. 

Loftes Barama, which means "Prom­
ise Bearers" in Swedish. 

Promise Keepers USA president 
Randy Phillips said his organization's 
international efforts have been his pri­
mary focus since December. Promise 

Keepers is "at various 
stages of relationship" 
with men from more 
than 40 countries, he 
said. 

''I'm hoping that Some men in other 
countries say they 
don't expect immedi­
ately to attract the huge 
numbers Promise 
Keepers has drawn in 

PiD~QMJS'""C :,vhat God is do_ing h~re N · £ m the U.S.A. 1s gomg 
® to be multiplied a hun-K £ E P E R S 

M i. t<. o r 1' N Te:oR1rv dredtimesoverinoth-

the United States, where more than 1 
million men attended the organiza­
tion's mass rallies in 1996. But they 
do believe the ministry's call for great­
er dedication to God, family and 
church needs to be heeded by men liv­
ing in other nations. 

"We are hoping that men will be 
all that God wants them to be and to 
reach out and to live these promises 
and to participate and encourage the 
church," said Renling, who has set up 
an interdenominational group called 

er countries all around , 
the world," said Phillips. 

Affiliating with Promise Keepers 
can take more than a year, said nation­
al spokesman Steve Chavis. During 
1997, the organization expects to form 
affiliation agreements with six to eight 
groups outside the United States. 

Ministry officials say they inten­
tionally are working to prevent Prom­
ise Keepers events abroad from look­
ing just like the American version. 

"It would be arrogant for us to be­
lieve that because we've had some 

expertise and some experience here in 
our own country that that would be 
immediately transferable to any other 
country in Africa or Asia or South 
America or anywhere else," Phillips 
said. "You must allow others to take 
the lead and allow them the freedom 
of contextualizing the message." 

Bill Rutherford, who served as 
Promise Keepers Canada's first pres­
ident, is glad to see global interest in 
the Christian men's movement. 

"The thing that we're discovering 
is that we have so much in common 
in Christ and so much in common as 
men that it really cuts across all those 
things that usually divide us-nation­
alism, racism, denorninationalism," he 
said 

Promise Keepers Canada became 
the first international affiliate in 1995. 
About 20,000 men attended three 
events in hockey arenas in the fall of 
1996 that were sponsored by the • 

• group. 
Although Promise Keepers' mass 

rallies get the most publicity in the 
United States, men involved with sim­
ilar ministries abroad initially are fo­
cusing on smaller gatherings. 

Thousands attending 21-month 'Pensacola Awakening' 
By Yvonne White 
Religion News Service 

PENSACOLA, Fla. (RNS)- As a 
teen growing up ih Huntsville, Ala., 
Stephen Hill spent more time taking 
drugs and committing crimes than 
doing homework. 

Today, the former drug addict is on 
another kind of high- a spiritual one. · 
Hill, 43, is at the center of a revival at 
a Florida panhandle church that has 
drawn 1.5 million people in less than 
two years. 

Although Hill is now riding the 
crest of a tidal wave, at one time he 
was drowning in an ocean of drugs 
and crime. Before he turned 16-
when his father died unexpectedly­
he had tried nearly every drug avail­
able on the street. He was even high 
at his father's funeral. 

''.I was cold-hearted," said Hill, 
whose autobiography is told in a . 
booklet, "Stone Cold Heart." "I didn't 
shed a tear when my father died. 
Drugs just separate you from reality." 

Hill's faith journey has taken him 
from the depths of the drug culture to 
leading evangelistic meetings four 
nights a week at Brownsville Assem­
bly of God Church in Pensacola, Fla. 
What began on Father's Day 1995, 
when Hill substituted for the church's 
pastor and his good friend, John Kil­
patrick, has become arguably one of 
the biggest religious events to hit the 
southeastern United States in recent 
memory. 

On that June Day, nearly 1,000 
worshipers responded to the altar call 
at the end of Hill's message. Some 
were new converts and others were 
Christians rededicating their lives to 
God. . • 

Today, interracial multitudes-old 
and young, rich and poor, Catholics 
and Protestants- line up before day­
break to get inside the church, where 
thousands participate in person, or 
watch on monitors in overflow rooms 

and hallways. 
The services typically last six to 

seven hours, ending in the early morn­
ing. And hundreds arrive daily-by 
car, bus and plane from across the 
United States and around the globe­
to experience the phenomenon that 
Hill has dubbed the "Pensacola A wak­
ening." 

Hill moved his family from Texas 
to Pensacola after he realized the re­
vival would last more than just a few 
weeks. • 

"This is a visitation from God," he 
said. "It is awesome to watch. It's a 
very violent revival and people are 
being s_et free. There is a hunger in the 
land .... It is the answer for Ameri­
ca." 

Carol Simon of Huntsville has 
made several trips to the Pensacola 
revival. 

"It's really exciting," she said. 
"People are running to the altar to be 
saved." 

Many at the revival faint or be­
come paralyzed for no reason. But 
those manifestations are not what the 
revival is truly about, said Jim Sum­
mers, who counsels people respond­
ing to the altar calls. 

"It's about souls being saved, and 
ministers and Christians corning back 
to their first love and taking it back to 
their churches and cities," said Sum­
mers, who helped Hill put his life back 
together after years of drug addiction 
and crime. 

As a teen, Hill was in and out of 
jail for drug offenses and other crimes, 
such as theft, which supported his hab-
it. . 

In his autobiography he writes, 
"By the age of 12, I had put myself in 
compromising situations and faced 
fears that many people never face in a 
lifetime." 

Following his father's death, his 
mother was saddled with the burden 
ofraising her children alone while try­
ing to put her personal life back to-

gether. As Hill became more rebel­
lious, she spent more time praying for • 
him, always f~aring she would find 
him dead of a drug overdose. 

Hill eventually left home and trav­
eled anywhere the drug scene drew 
him, sometimes sleeping in the streets. 

Through it all, Hill's mother, a de­
vout Lutheran, never lost faith he 
would someday return to his Christian 
roots. 

"I was broken-hearted and my 
heart was very heavy," said the 75-
year-old Ann Hill. "I had a couple of 
friends I could confide in, which 
helped. Each Sunday night I would go 
to ... church and pray." 

She believes Hill "had to hit rock 
bottom to get where he is today." 

For Hill, the bottom came in Octo­
ber 1975, when he returned home to 
Huntsville to crash at his mother's 
house. • 

It was there,,while high, he said he 
heard a voice say, "Steve, this is it." . 
He began convulsing and thought he 
was about to die. His mother stayed 
with him as he went through what he 
calls "an incredible three days of hell 
on earth." 

On the third day, a Lutheran min­
ister came to visit Hill and convinced 
him to put his faith in Jesus for salva­
tion. At that moment, Hill said, he'felt 
a transformation take place and a 
peace engulf him as he had never 
known. 

Two weeks later, the police·arrest­
ed Hill for outstanding warrants. He 
was taken to jail and faced, a;possible 
25-year prison term. . 

Enter Jim Summers, who met Hill 
in the early 1970s while ministeiing 
in the streets of Huntsville. Seeing 
something worth redeeming in Hill, 

• Summers asked a judge to turn Hill 
over to Outreach Ministries, a Chris­
tian drug-rehab program. , • 

Hill still remembers the judge, who 
had sentenced him on numerous oth­
er occasions, saying, "Although it's 

against my better Judgment, I'm go­
ing to sentence you to Outreach Min­
istries. If you don't make it there, 
you're going straight to jail." 

While few believed Hill's conver­
sion had staying power, Summers had 
faith in his new charge. 

"When Steve came into our pro­
gram, he had his eyes set on the Lord," 
said Summers, who frequently trav­
els to Pensacola to help counsel new 
converts. "The ministry Steve has is 
awesome, and I truly feel honored to 
help him." 

After graduating from Outreach, 
_Hill entered Teen Challenge, a nation­
al Christian drug-rehab program 
founded by evangelist David Wilker­
son. Hill was later selected to attend 
Wilkerson's Bible College in Texas, 
where he met his future wife, Jeri, who 
had come from a similar background. 

The couple married in Huntsville 
in 1979 and worked for Outreach 
Ministries. They later served church­
es irt Florida, Argentina, Spain and 
Russia. 

Hill doesn't know when. the Pensa­
cola revival will end, but he believes 

• he's been assigned the task by God. 
"I think I was chosen because God 

told me, 'Steve, you've been faithful 
in the small things, so I can trust you 
in the big things,"' he said. 'Tm not 
taking one drop of God's glory be­
cause we are all dust. This is not about 
Steve Hill. It's about saving souls." 

"I'm. hoping that 
what God is doing 
here in the U.S.A. 
is going to be 
multiplied a 
hundred times over 
in other countries 
all around the 
world." 
Randy Phillips, president 
of Promise Keepers USA 

ATTRACTION Thousands 
attend "Pensacola 
Awakening" services, 
which typically last six to 
seven hours each. 
Attendance has totaled 
more than 1.5 million in 
less than two years. (RNS 
photo) 
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For more ·information 
NAME: __________ _ 

ADDRESS: _______ _ 

CITY: ~ ----------
ST ATE: ___ ZIP: ____ _ 

o Please bill me for an individual 
subscription 

o Send me information about the church plan 

Clip and mail to Western Recorder, Box 
-43969, Louisville, KY 40253, or call (502) 
244-6470. 
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The -Western 
Recorder takes 

you around the world 
e_very week, offering news and 

features about Baptists and religion 
you won't get anywhere else. We have the 

news that affects your faith-information you • 
often won't read in your daily newspaper or hear on 

the evening news. 

All this for -only 17 cents a week-less than the cost of a 
postcard-through our church plan. The rate is just 21 cents 
per week-· less than the cost of a stamp-for an individual 
subscription. 

Don't be the last one to get on board. Use the form at left to 
subscribe Joday, either individually or as a group through 
your church. And don't forget about our church newsletter 

-service, which combines your church news with our weekly 
• package of world news for less than the cost of a postcard. 
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