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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Georgetown~ -
chief exceeds 
expe~tations 
By Holly Stepp 
Lexington Herald-Leader 

GEORGETOWN- Six years 
ago, when Georgetown College's 
trustees were looking for a new 
college president, they wanted a 
dynamic leader who could raise 
funds and motivate the commu­
nity. 

In Bill Crouch, they got that 
and a whole lot more. 

"He has exceeded what we 
expected. We were aware of his 
fund-raising skills, but he has 
much more than that," said Ran­

,,,, dy Fox, chair- . 
man of Geor­
getown Col­
lege's board of 
trustees and a 
member of the 
search commit­
tee that recruit-

. Crouch ed Crouch. 
. The gains 

made since Crouch's arrival in 
1991 read like a college wish list: 
securing gift commitments of 
more than $22.8 million; earning 
the status of a national liberal arts 
college in numerous rankings; 
and beginning three new con­
struction projectsun campus, in­
cluding a new stadium complex 

• that will be the site of the Cincin­
nati Bengals' 1997 summer train­
ing camp. 

Crouch, who last summer 
signed a cont,:act through 2002, 
says he can't take all of the credit 
for the success at the small Bap­
tist college of 1,420 students. 

"I have been surrounded by a 
lot of great people," Crouch said. · 
"It was not as if Georgetown 
College was n9t a strong college 
already." 

But when you talk to those • 
_who work with the 44-year-cpld 
native Kentuckian, you hear 
about a man who's leading the 
college into the future. 

Crouch "has made some of 
the things faculty has always 
wanted a reality,"- said Gwen 
Curry, an English professor and 
former chairwoman of the facul­
ty. 

The college opened the Anne 
Wright Wilson Fine Arts Build­
ing in October- the first new ac­
ademic building on campus in 25 
years- and began construction 
on a new library. 

"Those· projects were talked 
about for a long time," Curry 
said. 

• In addition to construction and 
fund-raising gains, Crouch has 
kept an open-door policy with 
faculty. 

"When I was elected facu1ty 
chairwoman (in 1994), he came 
to me and said he wanted to make 
the position a liaison between the 
□ See Crouch exceeding ... , page 3 

Faith & career can mix, wi'iter says 
By Linda Lawson 
SBC Sunday School Board 

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (BP)­
Bill Nix's 1993 commute from home 
to work was only 15 minutes, "but the · 
distance between my office and my 
home was worlds apart." 

An active Christian who 
also was chief operating of­
ficer of a mortgage company, 
Nix said he was experiencing 
God at home and· at church. 
"But every Monday I'd get in 
my car to go back into bond­
age. I was living in Canaan, Nix 
but working in Egypt." 

A trip to ·a Promise Keepers stadi­
um rally for men changed the direc­
tion of Nix's life. 

He heard Christian author and ra­
dio personality James Dobson say, 
"When you come to the end of your 
life, the only thing that will matter will 
be who you loved, who loved you and 
what you did in service for your Cre­
ator." 

A hard-driving, successful mort­
gage banker who had modeled his 

career after icons such asJvan Boesky 
and Charles Keating- icons whose 
business practices landed them in pris­
on- Nix knew he had to make big 
changes in the life be was leading in 
bis workplace. • 

"When I got in touch with God 
about my work, he supernat­
urally removed the desire for 
me to do business the world's 
way," he said. · 

Nix, now president of 
Faith at Work based in Mont­
gomery, Ala., said too many 
Christians segregate God 
from a large part of their 
lives. 

''Many Christians have bought into 
the myth that to succeed in the real 
world you have to do business the way 
the world does it," said Nix, author of 
"Transforming Your Workplace for 
Christ." 

''They are active in church as lead­
ers, but on Monday they become mon­
sters in the.workplace," he said 

Nix sought to make a difference by 
developing an employee training pro­
gram on character, based on the life 

of Christ. 
During an study of the four Gos­

pels of the New Testament; Nix listed 
every trait he could find of Christ. He 
consolidated them into 10: love, en­
couragement, forgiveness, balance, 
accountability, excelle.nce, communi­
cation, promise keeping, stewardship 
and integrity. 

Through bis training program, Nix 
taught about Christ's life "in a provoc­
ative but appropriate way." 

"If you go into the typical work­
place, pull your Bible ouUmd start 
preaching, people's eyes are going to 
glaze over," Nix said. 

Instead, he wrote bis training pro­
gram as "sharing from my heart." It's 
based in Scripture but actually quotes 
few verses, he · said. "What I wanted 
to do was plant a seed and let God 
work." 

He quickly saw evidence that God 
was touching lives through the mate­
rial. 

"All of a sudden a stream of peo­
ple started coming to my office want­
ing to talk with me," Nix said. They 
□ See Nix mixes ... , page 13 

PUPPET TIME Kim Day (top) and Laura Edlin of Youngers Creek Baptist Church in Elizabethtown try out a two-person puppet at tne 
Acteen conference. 

Acteens urged to get active in missions work 
MURRAY- Too many Chris­

tians are like sponges, missionary 
Dottie Williamson told more than 

• 800 Kentucky Acteens. 
"Some Christians sit in the pews 

and soak up like sponges and they 
never squeeze out one drop Monday 
through Saturday," said Williamson, 
keynote speaker for the annual con­
ference for Baptist teenage girls at 
First Baptist Church of Murray. 

Mixing humor with her personal 
testimony, Williamson described 
how she never planned to be a mis-

sionary_ but felt calle4 to start 
churches in America, which she 
learned was not as Christian as she 
had assumed. 

"If anybody had told me when I 
was young that I was going to be a 
missionary, I would have told you, 
'You're crazy,"' said Williamson, 
who currently serves in Mississip­
pi. 

"I never felt called to another 
country, but I saw how desperate my 
country was and I thought I could 
do something," she said. 

"Your mission field is where you 
live ..... If you're a Christian you're 
a home missionary," she added. 
"You've got something inside of 
you you need to give away." 

The annual meeting combined 
worship, encouragement, fellowship 
and t,raining for teenage girls in­
volved in the Woman's Missionary 
Union Acteen program.' _ 

"It's exciting to see ·Christians 
around you because they encourage 
you," said Autumn Alcott, one of six 
□ See Acteens challenged ... , page 7 



BAPTISTS 
Ashland Avenue re-enters SBC; seminary hires pastor 

York said Ashland 
Avenue Baptist 

Church has been 
"thrilled" by the 

more conservative 
direction the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention has 
taken in recent 

years. 

"'-... 

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LEXINGTON- Th_e pastor of a 
Kentucky church that this year re­
newed its ties to the Southern Baptist 
Convention after a 27-year lapse will 
become associate professor of preach­
ing at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

Hershael York, pastor of Ashland 
A venue Baptist Church in Lexington 
since 1990, told the congregation of 
his resignation April 6. He will move 
to Louisville and begin work at South­
ern Seminary June 1. 

York, 37, has been appointed to the 
professorship by Southern President 
Al Mohler. Mohler is expected to an­
nounce the appointment to the semi­
nary's trustees when they.meet April 
21-22. Mohler has the prerogatiye to 
appoint some faculty positions, while 
others must be voted on by trustees. 

A seminary official said no further 
·comment could be made until trust­
ees are officially informed of the ap­
pointment. 

Ashland A venue Baptist Church 
withdrew from Elkorn Baptist Asso­
ciation in 1970 because of perceived 
liberalism in the association, state con­
vention and national convention. The 
church did ··not technically withdraw 
from the SBC or Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, although it ceased giving 
to ·the state and national Cooperative 
Program. 

A letter from Pastor Ross Range 
published in the Nov. 28, 1970, issue 
of the Western Recorder explained the 

church had voted unanimously to lion copies, York said. The church still 
withdraw from Elkhorn "to take a publishes it, although the weekly 
public stand against the liberal trends newspaper and other publications ' 
among the· churches of Elkhorn As- have ceased. 
sociation, Kentucky State Convention Baptist historian Leon McBeth de-
and Southern Baptist Convention." scribes the booklet and its te~ching in 

Among concerns cited in the-let- his book "The Baptist Heritage": 
ter: churches receiving members bap- 'This booklet .. . includes a vivid chart 
tized in non-Baptist churches and frat- which purports to show that 'accord­
ernization with other denominations ingto history . .. Baptists have an un­
that "do not believe Bible doctrine." broken line of churches since Christ.' 

The letter also explained: "We can- Baptists are traced back through the 
not fellowship with churches which ·centuries by a series of connected red 
openly deny that the Bible is the very dots representing those who have suf­
word of God. We cannot fellowship fered for the true faith, thus a 'trail of 
with churches which believe that one blood.'" 
denomination is as good as another." In a companion volume titled "A 

York said the members of Ashland Sourcebook for Baptist History," 
. Avenue have been "thrilled" by the McBeth adds: "No reputable histori­
more conservative direction the SBC an holds these viewpoints today." The 
has taken in recent years and last year vast majority of Baptist historians to­
"voted to re-enter Southern Baptist day trace the first Baptist churches 
life." The church has begun making only to the early 17th century or to the 
"substantial" contributions to the SBC Anabaptists of the Reformation era. 
Foreign Mission Board and smaller York said both he and the Ashland 
contributions to the Cooperative Pro- Avenue congregation still subscribe to 
gram, he said. the teachings in the "Trail of Blood" 

Ashland Avenue has become well- although they believe what it teaches 
known in the Lexington region and has been misconstrued. 
across Kentucky for its conservative "The church subscribes to the be­
stands on theological and social is- lief in the perpetuity of tl)e church," 
sues. At one time the church had an he said. "I don't believe the 'Trail of 
extensive publishing ministry, includ- Blood'·teaches chain-link succession­
ing a weekly newspaper mailed to ism. I do believe there has always 
100,000 homes. been a true church on the earth at all 

The church also has been the ma- times, and that is outside of Catholi­
jcir publisher of a booklet by the late •• cism." 
Texas pastor lM. Carroll titled "The Ironically, Southern Seminary is 
Trail of Blood." This booklet, linked no stranger to .controversy over "The 
to a theological .system called Land- Trail· of Blood" and differing view­
markism, has sold more than 2 mil- points on Baptist origins. It was 100 

years ago this spring that seminary 
trustees first investigated the writings 
of seminary President William 
Whitsitt. Whitsitt challenged the suc­
cessionist view represented in the 
"Trail of Blood," much to the conster­
I_J.ation of Baptists of that era. 
• Seminary · trustees met May 7, 
1897, to investigate concerns raised 
about Whitsitt' s writings on Baptist 

, origins and ultimately found no rea­
son for dismissing him. However, two 
years later, with the controversy con­
suming much more attention among 
Southern Baptists, the trustees relent­
ed and dismissed Whitsitt. 

After his dismissal, Whitsitt taught 
in Virginia at Richmond College, pre­
cursor to the University ofRichmpnd. 

York is only the third pastor Ash­
land A venue has had. The founding 
pastor, Clarence Walker, served 50 
years. and ·was succeeded by Range. 
York, a Christian County native, first 
came to the church under Range's 
leadership as an associate pastor in 
I 980. He served there until I 987, 
when he moved to Memphis, Tenn., 
to obtain the master of divinity and 
doctor of philosophy degrees from 

• Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

He then returned to Ashland Ave­
nue as senior pastor in 1990. After a 
period of decline in the 1980s, the 
church has rebuilt to a body· of about 
1,600 people. 

La Verne Butler, who will retire as 
president.of Mid-Continent Baptist 
Bible College this spring, will serve 
Ashland A venue as interim pastor. 

Golden Gate trustees conduct music school's finale FMB to reorganize internally 
By Mark Wyatt · - • new problem and had been discussed 
California Southern Baptist "informally" with the music school faculty. 

.- . Eliminating the program "may not have been 
. MILLYALLEY, Calif. (BP)-Despite emotional action we would have recq_mmended," Crews 

pleas from students and faculty, trustees of said. But trustees determined decisive action was 
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary voted ·needed, he said. 
April 8 to close the seminary's Dixon School of "Our recommendation was that there be an . 
Church Music. attempt to perform a restructuring," Crews said. 

Trustees declared a '!financial emergency" in However, .he noted; "ultimate authority still rests 
the musi.c.-school's operation ari'd directed • . • with th·e. trustees." 
President Bill Crews to shut ao·wn· the 1program • • • '/. Ouririg ·commjttee meetings before the vote by 
effective July 31. ; • _- • " .., . _': :. . , '-'trustees,' seminary officials said rising costs • 

George Mullinax, trustee ·chairman fro·ni • .., . . . ·-comb.iii.ed.with.falliog revenue fr.om.years of 
Virginia, termed the action '.'a t_()ug.h decision-that··, -declining enrollm,eg,t mack closing .the inusic 
will enable the seminary to set tbe,kioas-of.:; . . - . : -school• necessary. • 
program priorities necessary to achieve its , -... • ••• According to a financial analysis prepared by 
mission in the future." • ,-, ·.,· , .. • • , seminary administrators, the music school has 

"We will make every effort to ensure students •··- operatedwith .. deficits ranging from $107,833 fn 
currently enrolled in the, mOsi'o p·rograms can ·,. • 1992~93 to $245,382 last year. In addition·, a five- • 
complete their courses of study .atG'old'en Gate "as year prolection forecast continued deficits of 
successfully as possible," Mullinax'sard. • more ·than $120,000 annually through the 2001-

Music school professors complained they . . 02 academic year. . 
were not given adequate notice the schoof'would •• Golden Gate has 'graduated 60 students with 
be shut down. • .. • degrees from the seminary's music programs . 

Gary McCoy, director of the music school, said since 1985. Music school enrollment reportedly 
trustees may have violated procedures by voting has declined steadily since 1989. 
to close the school without a faculty The closing affects 25 current students, four 
recommendation. Several trustees expressed tenured professors and several part-time music 
sympathy with that concern and sought instructors. • 
assurances that proper procedures were being Under seminary guidelines, the tenured faculty 
followed before going ahead with the vote. members apparently will keep their jobs for 12 

Max Lyall, a Golden Gate music professor for months after the scheduled closing of the school. 
23 years, said he learned the action would be During that period they will continu·e teaching 
considered just hours before the vote by trustees. currently enrolled music students working to 

Crews said the financial emergency was not a • complete their degrees. 
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• LITTLE ROCK, Ark.- The 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board plans to change more than its 
name this summer. • 

FMB trustees last week approved 
a sweeping reorganization of the 
agency's structure to be implemented 
in July, when the FMB changes its 
name to International Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist' Convention. 

The name change was approved by 
SBC messengers as part of a larger 
denominational restructuring plan, but 
the internal reorganization was added 
by FMB trustee and administrative 
leadership. •• 

Among the key changes: Integrat­
ing the board's Cooperative· Services 
Inteinatiorial work into the regional 
sttucture, redefining the regional 
boundaries under which FMB work 
is administered, creating a new asso­
ciate vice presi,dent position and shak­
ing up regional missionary leadership. 

"We are in the greatest era of mis­
sion opportunity in history, and we 
must be willing to make whatever 
changes are necessary to ke.ep pace 
with what God is doing," FMB Presi­
dent Jerry Rankin told trustees, meet­
ing in Little Rock. 

Rankin said Southern Baptists can 
take pride in their past missionary ac­
complishments, but if they rest on 
how God has used them in history, 
they will miss even greater opportu­
nities unfolding for the future. 

FMB Senior Vice President A very 
Willis said the FMB no longer can 
"measure ourselves by ourselves and 

commend ourselves by ourselves" but 
instead must see its ministry in the 
context of all God is doing through 
Christians worldwide. . 

One of the restructuring' s key 
components calls for integrating Co­
operative Services International' s 
work into all 14 regions and, "as ap­
propriate," using its approaches to 
unreached people groups in each re-
gion. _ 

CSI· is the FMB's humanitarian 
arm, which has worked in· areas of the 
world where traditional missionary 
methods were unwelcome. Under the 
new plan, most regions will have their 
own CSl-type components: 

The mission board's work will 
now be divided into 14 region~, rath­
er than the nine currently used. A new 
position of associate vice president for 
strategy coordination and· mobiliza­
tion will guide the CSl-type compo­
nents. 

Ten regional administr.ators cur­
rently in place will vacate their posi­
tions during the transition. Each will 
be considered for reassignment to any 
bf the new positioQs, officials said. 

Also under the plan, all regional 
leadership will be classified as mis­
sionaries. Now, area directors are con­
sidered as "Richmond staff' and are 

• guided by a different set of policies 
than missionaries. 

Trustees also approved spending 
$6.4 million for building renovation 
and improvement to the agency ' s 
Richmond, Va. , facilities . 

Based on a Baptist Press report 

>t. 
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BSU summer missions commissioning notes 50th year I 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

RICHMOND-Surrounded by 
family and friends, 77 Kentucky col­
lege students were commissioned as 
summer missionaries April 5 in acer­
emony • at First Baptist Church of 
Richmond. 

The student missionaries, support­
ed directly by Kentucky's Baptist Stu­
dent Unions, will serve across Ken­
tucky and around the world for 10-
week terms this summer. 

Overseas assignments include 
Australia, China, Philippines, Russia 
and Niger. 
• .In addition, another 130 students 
will serve as summer missionaries 
under appointment by other groups, 
and 38 of them also were recognized 
during the commissioning service. 

• These 130 students will serve 
through the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board and Sunday School 
Board, New Tribes Mission, Fellow­
ship of Christian Athletes and local 
Kentucky Baptist churches and asso­
ciations. 

This year marks the 50th anniver-

fjl1i" .. 

sary of student missions in Kentucky 
and the Southern Baptist Convention. 

During the past 50 years, more 
than 1,650 Kentucky students have 
served in 46 states and 54 foreign 
countries through BSU summer mis­
sions. 

Five former Kentucky student mis­
sionaries representing each of the five 
decades of summer missions shared 

• what they learned through their expe­
riences: 

I Marie Hans Jester served in east­
ern Kentucky in 1948 and in San 
Francisco in 1949. She said summer 
missions provided a transitional 
bridge from childhood and adoles­
cence to "a more mature understand­
ing" of God's purpose for her life. She 
and her husband spent 14 years as 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Ni­
geria. He now is president of Mid­
Continent Bible College in Mayfield. 

I James Hawkins, KBC interim 
executive director, served in Hawaii 
in 1957. Ministering to and living with 
Asians who worked the sugar cane 
and pineapple fields on Maui gave 
him a "love for people of other cul­
tures," he said. Hawkins said he 

learned God could use him "any­
where, anytime regardless of circum­
stances" after the career missionary to 
whom he was assigned left Hawkins 
on his own to be preacher and pastor. 

I Gary McDonald, a Louisville 
building contractor, served in Hawaii 
in 1974. He assured the 1997 mission­
aries that God "goes before you and 
with you." He said his experience 
stretched him to do things he never 
had done before. · 

I Bill Fort, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Richmond, served in WiP-­
ter Park, Fla., in 1970. He said his 
experience was "one of the most shap­
ing events" of his life. He described 
one day when he felt he had failed to 
take advantage of a witnessing oppor­
tunity in the morning. That afternoon, 
however, he opened himself to listen 
to the problems of a 15-year-old. Fort 
said he learned "God was the only one 
who could walk me through defeat in 
the morning and lead me to victory in 
the afternoon." 

I Hunter Bates, legal counsel for 
U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell, was 
a member of the 1985 ministry team 
SonShare Players. Bates said ifhe had 

to choose between the summers he 
worked at the White House and his 
summer missions experience traveling 
across Kentucky, .he .would choose 
summer missions. It was "great for . 
one reason: I became a servant," he · 
said. . • 

In addition to Cooperative Pro­
gram money allocated by the KBC 
student department, BS Us across the 
state will raise about $90,500 this year 
to support the 77 students in the sum­
mer missions program, according to 
Ralph Hopkins, associate director of 
the KBC's student department. 

Crouch exceeding Georgeto~n's expectations 
Continued from page 1 
president and faculty," said Curry. 

Crouch' s success as a college pres­
ident is not surprising, given that he 
knew at an early age that higher edu­
cation was the career for him. 

As a child, Crouch often accom­
panied his father, a minister, to Uni­
versity of Mississippi football games 
where his father gave the opening 
prayers. The Crouch family would 
sometimes get to sit in the president's 
box. 

The spark was ignited, and at 39, 
Crouch became one of the youngest 
college presidents ever. 

Crouch, who was born in Louis­
ville and raised in North Carolina, was 
vice president for development at Car­
son-Newman College i11 Tenne~see 
when he became Georgetown's pres­
ident. 

He earned a bachelor's degree· 
from Wake Forest University and lat­
er earned master's and doctoral de­
grees in divinity at Southeastern Bap-· 
tist Theological Seminary. 

He has been married for 17 years 
to the former Jan Banister, originally 
of South Carolina. They are parents 
of four daughters and a son. 

Crouch believes he accomplished 
the goals set for him by the board of 
trustees when he was hired. 

'The first speech I made to the fac­
ulty, I said when people say George­
town, I want them to at least ask, 
'Which one? Kentucky or Washing­
ton,"' Crouch said. 

But the accomplishments Crouch 
is most proud of are the result of goals 
he set for himself. 

Crouch, despite a busy fund-rais­
ing schedule, serves as a mentor for 
college and high school students 
through three programs. 

His President's Ambassadors-22 
juniors and seniors-serve as student 
representatives for the college at alum­
ni and community functions. His per­
sonal chauffeurs are students who 

PRESIDENT .Bi// Crouch, shown here during his 1991 inauguration, calls Georgetown 
College •~ dream." •• 

drive Crouch to his presidential func­
tions, and on the return trip ge( to ask 
him questions. 

"But it's also an opportunity for me 
to ask the students about the college," 
Crouch said. 

One of the ambassadors, D.J. Jan­
dl, said Crouch's accessibility is one 
of his strengths. 

"You can always stop him on cam­
pus, even when he is talking to some­
one important," said Jandl, a senior 
from Racine, Wis. 

Crouch·also personally mentors 12 
students from Scott County High 
School for four hours a month. 

Crouch's popularity extends be­
yond the college community. 

'That is one of his greatest assets­
his ability to draw people to the col­
lege; people who have drifted away 
from the college," said trustee chair­
man Fox. 

In addition to his high.school men­
toring program, Crouch sits on numer­
ous boards, including the Scott Edu­
cation Foundation, Columbia Hospi­
tal Georgetown and Hospice of the 
Bluegrass. 

Crouch' s commitment to the com­
munity is part of reason the city of 
Georgetown was willing to help build 
the colleges stadium, said Mayor 

Warren Powers. 
The city, county and the school 

district had pledged $1.75 million to 
help build the new stadium, but a law­
suit filed by a local farmer in protest 
of tax dollars used by a Baptist col­
lege ended the partnership. 

"I hope we get the opportunity 
again to work with the college on such 
a project," Powers said. 

The college decided to build the 
stadium with its own funds. Crouch 
defends the decision, saying the com­
munity would have lost more if the 
Bengals pulled the camp out of Geor­
getown. 

Crouch says he has few if any re­
grets about his.first five years. 

When his contract ends in 2002, 
Crouch will have to decide what will 
be next for him-remain at George- . 
town or go elsewhere. . 

"When I first arrived here, I 
thought of Georgetown as a stepping 
stone, but not anymore," Crouch said. 

'This is- the best place to be a col­
lege president-you have a great cor~ 
poration in your back yard, two big 
cities within an hour." 

"Georgetown College is a dream." 

Reprinted by permission from the Lex­
ington Herald-Leader 

BLUEGRASS BURGO□ 

■ Abundance, a 
musical group of 
Cumberland College 
students, will perform a 
free concert April 12 at 7 
p.m. at the college 
campus' Gatliff Chapel. 

■ Kentucky Brotherhood 
volunteers who worked 
in Quincy, Mass., last • 
year are featured in the 
April issue of Missions 
Today. The Southern 
Baptist Brotherhood 
Commission's magazine 
offers a six-page spread 
about Kentucky 
volunteers with disaster 
relief. 

■ Art by naturalist John 
James Audobon will be 
exhibited May 6-21 at 
Georgetown College's 
Anne Wright Wilson Fine 
Arts Building. For more 
information, call (502) 
863-8174. -
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What will you teach kids on Derby day? 
(ISSN 0043-4132) 

What does all this portend for chil­
dren? What lessons are we teaching 

The Kentucky Derby will be here our boys and girls, and what are they 
MARK WINGFl~LD _ soon, and many of us will find our- learning about the nature of gambling 

Editor selves attending Derby parties with and the place it plays in a productive· 

By David Garrard 

DAVID WINFREY family, friends or bu_siness associates. society? 
News Director In addition to the food and fun, I vividly remember the moral di­

MAURI SMITH some of us will, at some point, be in- Jemma I found myself in when as an 
. . vited to draw a horse's name from a eighth grader, I was asked to sell raf-

Marketmg & Business hat and drop a quarter or 50 cents in fle chances to benefit my Pop Warner 
Manager the pot. The casualness of.it will not football team. 

C.R. DALEY . bring a second thought. So what's the •· . I wanted to -support my team, and 
Editor Emeritus I big deal? - l wanted the University of Georgia 

Earnestly conte~d tor the I:egalized an~ casual. gambling game _ti,cket that ev~ryone who sold 
faith which was once for con~ue to gi:ow m the Uruted ~tates. all therr chances received. J:Iowever, I 

all de(,vered to the , Casmos and nverb~ats are popp~g up had b~n taught, and I believed, that 
• · •. , . • . • , everywhere. Lotto tickets are available gambling was wrong, and to me, raf-

salnts. :....Jude 3 with every purchase of gas and gro, •• fie tickets were just another form of 
Western.Recorder is ceries. Children's toys, especially vid0 gambling. 

published weekly by Western eo games, are beginning to incorpo- Thirty years later, I find myself 
Recorder Inc., an agency_of· • rate gambling themes. wondering if we have gradually 

the ~entucky ~aptist We've even coined -a new politi- bought into a behavior that is cultur-
. C~nvention, Box 43969, cally correct name for gambling in an ally acceptable, but also morally 

Lou1sv1lle, Ky. 40~53, except attempt to reduce the sting and stig- . wrong and potentially harmful. 
for one week m July and "G . ,, W d 1 k furth th 

December. For general ma: ammg. , . e nee oo no er an ~ur 
information call (502) 244- Do you know what a VLT is? If own state lottery to see the attractive 
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. you're a parent, you should, because but deceptive nature of gambling. 
Send e-mail to CompuServe video lottery terminals are the newest Each month seems to bring a new 

102667,1300, and the rage as the gambling industry seeks· game _with ne\li incentives and flashy 
ln~er~et, wesrec@ntr:net. automation and wider access. You new promotions. The appealing, 

Periodicals postage_paid at have to get a lottery ticket, but VLTs though misleading message, "Some­
Louisville, Ky. make the action quick and constant- one's going to win; it might as well 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 especially with the growth of cable be you," shouts at us from television, 
for a one-year, individual systems. radio, billboards and buses. 

subscription. Group Speaking of cable systems, inter- The truth is, most people who play 
subscriptions on the church active television gambling is on the the lottery are going to lose. I'd like 

budget plan _a_re $8.50 per· horizon. Soon access to gambling will to see the slogan changed to "Some-
year. An ad~1t1~nal church be as easy as turning on the TV. You • J 

newsletter service 1s a~a1lable won't even have to leave home. 
for churches of all sizes. All . 
subscriptions are payable in Earlier ~ccess. C?~stant access. 

advance, except church Access for l~terally millions of people 
accounts, which require a tax who otherwise would not be exposed 

exemption number. to the lure of gambling-including 
children. lerpossible. 

one's going to win ... and it probably 
won't be you!" • 

Problem gambling can be every bit 
as addictive and destructive as drugs 
or alcohol, and the willingness to wa­
ger often begins in childhood. Last 
year, I was dismayed and disappoint­
ed at the number of children in my 
church who came up to me the day 
after the Kentucky Derby to proud~y 
report their "winnings." 

Research indicates that gambling 
among children and adolescents con­
tinues to increase-a simple reflection 
of trends in society at large, and an 
indicator that parents may need to start 
setting a better example. 

ij:ave your Derby party. Draw 
horses from a hat, or simply let ev- .. 
eryone choose and cheer on their fa­
vorite colt. Give prizes to the winners 
if you like, but don't put any money 
on the line . 

It seems like such a little thing, but 
life's big picture is made up of lots of 
little things-little things that make a 
big difference, especially when chil­
dren are watching. 

As a parent, I am not going to in­
tentionally introduce my children tri 
drugs or alcohol. I'm not going to in­
troduce them to gambling either. I in­
vite you to join me. I bet we can make 
a difference. 

• David Garrard is a professional ma­
gician and children's minister at St. Mat­
thews Baptist Church in Louisville 

To register change of address: 
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page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

In his 1995 book, "The Luck Busi­
ness," economist Robert Goodman 
chronicles the devastating economic 
consequences and broken promises of 
America's gambling explosion. Tak­
ing an economic rather than moral 
approach to the issue, Goodman dem­
onstrates that the gambling industry 
simply cannot make good on the 
promises it makes to citizens and so­
ciety. Goodman shows how the in­
crease of gambling has created a "pa­
thology of hope," as more and more 
Americans choose to rely on ventures 
of chance rather than on skill and real 
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work. 

Color barrier 
It is highly fitting the 1997 base­

ball season is dedicated to commem­
orating the 50th anniversary of Jackie 
Robinson breaking ma­
jor league baseball's col- . 
or line. 

Robinson's abiding 
faith, keen intellect, su­
perior athletic skills and 
great courage enabled 
him to succeed, in spite 
of unbelievable obsta­
cles. His achievement 
opened a door of oppor­
tunity for African­
Americans in 'profes­
sional sports and in other areas of so-
ciety. . 

The man who gave Jackie Robin­
son his chance also merits recognition. 
He was Branch Rickey, general man-
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ager of the-then Brooklyn Dodgers. 
By signing Robinson to a minor 
league contract for the 1946 season, 

Rickey went against the • 
code of society that pro­
hibited African-Ameri­
cans from playing in 
white . professional 
leagues. 

Not a single person 
encouraged him to take 
the bold step. His own 
family begged him not 
to do it. Like Robinson; 
the God-fearing Rickey 
had to turn the other 

cheek when verbally attacked by crit- . 
ics. 

What Rickey did was significant, 
because it was one of the few times in 
American history that opportunity for 

African-Americans was offered vol­
untarily. Almost all advancement has 
come as a result of court orders, 
marches, sit-ins and boycotts. African- . 
Americans had to resort to these mea­
sures to get unfair laws changed. 

Rickey wasn't ordered to bring 
blacks into major league baseball; he 
did, because he knew it was the right 
thing to do. He saw a wrong and vol­
untarily tried to right it. 

Over the course of two centuries, 
our country has been extremely slow 
in granting African-Americans their 
God-given human rights. Fifty years 
ago, Rickey set an example that needs · 
to be followed today. Blacks have 
proved they can succeed in any field 
if given the opportunity. Rickey ex­
emplified voluntary affirmative action 
at its best. 

Paul Whiteley Sr. 
Louisville 
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• up:as yve go; making a new path 
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I suggested that thi_s couple 
decide not to decide for a few 
weeks, using the time to pray and 
talk together, How is God shap~ 
ing and calling their family? 
What can they really do? Pride 
leads us to assume we can hari­
dle more than God expects us to 
do, and we ultimately hurt rather 
than help. 

Grandpa needs this young 
couple's marriage to be a source 

_ .. _. pfstrength for the ~pou~es and for ;, 
-·-.. -th~ famil)'.. If liv~g. togetlle~Jn 
• thl! sam~ household "'-'.I,th: Ori!tld;; c 
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Love between parent and child 
turns faster than the weather 

HESAID 

• Mark Wingfield 

The expressions of our love 
sometimes take weird forms. 

For example, take the love a child 
has for a parent, and the love a parent 
has for a child. Both may be enduring 
when viewed from the future, but in 
the present, the switch can turn on and 
off in an instant. 

Both our boys have gone through 
their "Mommy" phases, ·those times 
when only Mommy can fix a problem 
or do anything worthwhile. At such 

times, I'm chopped liver. The first few times this happened, 
I was deeply offended that my own children had cast me 
aside. 

Now I've come to enjoy these times. They're when I get 
to rest. I know the tide will turn, so I've learned to take 
advantage of the free time while it lasts. 

The biggest mystery of being a parent is trying to figure 
out how your child can look so angelic and act so · 
extraordinary one moment and then morph into a tantrum­
throwing tempest the next. Where is that switch and how 
can I Superglue it into the "angelic" position? 

It's always nice to hear your child say, "I love you, 
Daddy." But when those precious words are uttered only 
moments after you've been fingered as the cruelest parent 
on earth, it's hard to gloat. • 

Of course, we all do the same thing in our relationship 
with God as a heavenly parent. We, too, vacillate between 
acting like angels and devils. 

What's really amazing is that God could have Superglued 
the switch and chose not to. 

SHESAID 
A friend of ours joked that if 

someone were to draw a caricature of 
me or Mark, we would have one or 
both the boys stuck to our legs. 

I know I should cherish these 
moments when our children still want 
to be close to me in public, because 
soon enough they won't want to admit 
they have a mom or dad, much less 
hide behind us. But there are times 

Alison Wingfield when I could do without the extra 
appendage clinging to my leg or 

pulling on my clothes and purse. 
And when it comes to who they call for the most, I would 

gladly relinquish the title occasionally. I remember the first 
• time they entered a "Daddy" phase (albeit brief). I was in 
shock. No longer was it, "I want to sit by Mommy." Or "I 
want to hold Mommy's hand." Everything was "Daddy, 
Daddy." And I have to admit it wasn't an altogether pleasant 
feeling. 

I also get a bit jealous when they make a big deal over 
Mark when he comes home from work. But I get over it 
quickly. When he gets home, it's his turn to keep the peace. 
And it's worth being taken for granted to have my office at 
home. 

Children's love bounces from unconditionaf, no holds 
barred to conditional, depending on whether you grant their 
request for candy right this minute. 

A friend's daughter recently told her mom how 
wonderful she VJas after a Saturday morning treat of donuts. 
Later that day, after her mother denied one of her requests, 
she said, "Remember what I said earlier? I take it back." 

• And then there is the unconditional love. No matter what 
has gone on during the day, when it comes to bedtime, we 
both say our "I love yous." 

And at the end of the day, I'm glad God loves us 
unconditionally as well . 

OPINION 
Arkansas church sent wrong message 

Someone ought to ship the members of First Bap­
tist Church of Berryville, Ark., a box of WWJD brace­
lets. The letters on these bracelets:--the hottest item 
in Christian retailing right now-are designed to re-. 
mind the wearer constantly to ask the question "What 
Would Jesus Do?" 

As most of America knows by now, First Baptist 
Church of Berryville, Ark., is the church that shut 

Here's a message in return: What was the church's 
motivation for operating a day care in the first place? 
Was it intended as a profit maker? Or was it intended 
as a ministry? Given the needs of the community and 
the opportunity for shaping the lives of children, what 
would Jesus do in Berryville, Ark.? 

He might have said: "Let the little children come 
to me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the king­

dom of heaven." down its day care center and sent home 
notes telling parents God wants all moth­
ers to stay at home. The note explained 

While you're hot with indignation to-EDITORIAL 
ward a church that could take such a cal­

lous position toward children, tum the accusing fig­
ure around and look at your own church. What are 
you doing to meet the. needs of the children in your 

that families could get by on one salary if they gave 
up "big TVs, a microwave, new clothes, eating out 
and nice _vacations." 

This church's sad tale has been broadcast on "Good 
Morning America" and disseminated worldwide by 
the Associated Press. Chalk it up as one more exam­
ple of the Christian community giving itself a black 
eye. 

community? .. 

• 0Of course, there's a kernel of truth to the church's 

Are the precious walls of your church building too 
beautiful and sacred to be scarred by "9utsiders," by 
children who leave their mark-Wherever they go? Or 
is your congregation like the disciples, simply too busy 
with God's work to be bothered with children? . 

position. Few people would deny that children, espe- And if you do operate a child care program, is it a 
- cially young children, benefit by having one parent­

father or mother-home with them in their formative 
years. And there are some families where both par­
ents work outside the home only to keep up with the 
Joneses. 

true ministry? • 
Consider this fact, delivered in a speech last week 

by Sharon Perry, assistant to the secretary in Ken-
. tucky' s Cabinet for Children and Families: The No. 1 
barrier to making welfare reform work in Kentucky is 
finding adequate and affordable child care for wel­
fare recipients who want to work but can't afford to 
work. 

But anyone who argues that all or even most 
families could get by on one worker's earnings 
doesn't have a clue what an average worker earns 
in America today or what it costs to support a fam­
ily with no frills. Ev_en many couples who consider 
a stay-at-home mom the ideal have no means of 
-achieving that goal. 

And then there's the millions of single parents. 

Today, 15,000 Kentucky welfare families are on a 
waiting list for such child care. There is· a desperate 
need for free or low-cost options that would enable 
these parents to work at $5- or $6-an-hour jobs and 
get off government support. 

What should we tell them? 
The pastor of the Arkansas church explained that 

his congregation determined "operating a day care was 
sending a mixed signal with home and family values. 
We want to be conscientious about the message we 're 
sending out." 

If your church operates a weekday child care pro­
gram, could you provide full or partial scholarships 
for parents like these? If your church doesn't operate 
a child care program, could you start one as pure min­
istry to your neighbors in need? 

What would Jesus do? 
Message received. 

Hallelujah and amen 
Editor's note: This is the last of a 
three-part series on the resurrection 
of Jesus. 

By Carey Newman 

A generous soul, my friend had 

"praise the Lord." It is praise, howev­
er, that singles out what uniquely be­
longs to God. 

To say "hallelujah" in response to 
Jesus' resurrection isolates God as the 
giver of life. The exclamation "halle­
lujah" thus becomes an actof faith. It 

affirms that Jesus was 

- Mark Wingfield 

invited us to join him and 
his wife in attending the 
annual Easter perfor­
mance of Handel's 
"Messiah." The post­
performance cheesecake 
and coffee topped off a 
great evening. 

,11111 raised and that it was 
God who raised him. 
Moreover, "hallelujah" 
joins the chorus all cre­
ation sings to God for his 
triumph over evil in the 
resurrection. 

for an expensive vase receives an im­
mediate "No!" Spilling milk on the 
kitchen counter demands the obliga­
tory "Oops." Opening the most recent 
Visa bill is the occasion for the month­
ly ritual of saying "Ohh." To Chipper 
Jones' (the Braves third baseman) 
ninth-inning double off the right-cen­
terfield wall both Leanne and I will 
say, in unison, "Yes!" "Whew!" is the 
only appropriate word when falling 
into bed after an especially tiresome 
and trying day. 

At critical moments one word pos­
sesses the ability to gather up all we 
feel and believe; to say any more 
would be inappropriate. One word has 
the power to show where we stand­
in agreement or opposition. One word, 
like a blessing over a child, can raise 

Naturally the conver­
sation drifted back to the 
oratorio. My friend com­
mented that he thought 
"Messiah" should be performed only 
at Christmas. He pointed to the cho-

. rus "For Unto Us A Child is Born" as 
proof of its seasonal character. His 
wife, however, insisted that "Messi­
ah" should be performed at Easter. 
She suggested that the "Hallelujah" 
and "Amen" choruses most appropri­
ately fit the theme of resurrection. I 
could read their minds as they both, 
in appeal, turned and looked at me. 

"Hallelujah" literally means 

"Amen" literally 
means "truly" or "in­
deed." It is most often 
used as the final word of 

a prayer or an interjection which dem­
onstrates agreement. Like the close of 
a long petition for help, resurrection 
ends all questioning about God's trust­
worthiness. In the resurrection God 

• has demonstrated thathe is resolutely 
faithful to his promises. For us to say 
"amen" in response to the resurrection 
signals that we stand with God. 

It is amazing how one word can 
speak volumes. Our 19-month-old 
daughter Savannah's tentative reach 

• the expectation of what lies in the fu­
ture. "Hallelujah" and "amen" are just 
such words. They say everything that 
needs to be said. 

After listening carefully to both 
sides, I told my friend to pack it in; 
his wife was right: "Hallelujah" and 
"Amen" speak volumes about the 'res­
urrection. A sustained "hallelujah" of 
devotion and a definitive "amen". of 
loyalty are the most appropriate ways 
we can use our lives as response to 
the resurrection of Jesus. 
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OPINION 
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More views: How should we define who's a cult? 
_l'I have p~rsonally 

experienced and 
witnessed what 
Boschen claims 

not to be present 
in th1:tse groups." 

"Not to classify a 
belief system as 
'cultic' when all 

defining principles 
(whether 

apologetically or 
psychosocially) 

are present is 
purely a blatant 

disregard for 
documented facts, 

_ or a simple lack of 
thorough 

information." 

Editor's note: Two weeks ago, the 
Recorder ran a commentary in which 
Stanford pastor Tim Boschen re­
sponded to an article on Mormonism 
as a cult. Both articles have generat­
ed considerable discussion. With the 
publication of the two additional com­
mentaries on this page, the Recorder 
will end the current discussion on this 
issue. 

By Paul Blizard 

I must give a strong rebuttal to Tim 
Boschen' s commentary: "How should 
w.e define who's in a cult?" (April 1, . 
page 4). To those of us involved in 
cult apologetics .and evangelism, the 
arguments, though well intended, are 
flawed. 

I counsel with hundreds of people 
from around the world who are trying 
to escape from the mind control and 
destructive tactics of what Boschen 
refers as "those that are not danger­
ous to physical life and emotional 
well-being." With all due respect, 
what lacks in this commentary is ex­
perience. 

Boschen' s article is of the type 
Mormon and Jehovah's Witness pro-

By Joe Kreisle 

I just hung up the phone with a 
grief-stricken former Jehovah's Wit­
ness who recently came to Christ and 
was attempting to answer some ques­
tions of a "doubting" Jehovah's Wit­
ness, a Jehovah's Witness who was 
under tremendous pressure from loy­
al Jehovah's Witnesses who were 
bombarding this person with guilt. 

The result? The person in question 
committed suicide. 

After reading the commentary by _ 
Tim Boschen (April 1, page 4), I am 
compelled to respond. 

Although not an expert in Mor­
monism, I have devoted a great deal 
of my life to reaching out to Jehovah's 
Witnesses and ex-Jehovah's Witness­
es, educating Christians and equipping 
those concerned for family and 
friends. I am an .interfaith witness as­
sociate of the Home Mission Board, a 
Mission Service.Corps volunteer serv­
ing in a ministry, Good News Out­
reach. Through this ministry, I have 
also engaged in research into cultic 
tendencies from scriptural, secular and 
psychological standpoints. 

There are two or three points of the 
April 1 commentary that I would like 
to respond to. First, the use of the word 
"cult" and when it can be applied. The 
word cult is an explosive term, which 
normally brings to mind the likes of 
Manson, Jones.and Koresh. Howev­
er, upon closer examination it is evi­
dent that these tendencies are present 
in the Latter-day Saints and Jehovah's 
Witnesses. • 

Especially in strong Mormon ar­
eas, when a Latter-day Saint comes to 
Christ, he is subjected to substantial 
emotional and social abuses, which 
many times includes the loss of em­
ployment (especially when all busi­
nesses and industry are Mormon­
owned), the loss of family and friends, 
along with the thought that they have 
forsaken the "one true church." 

Second, the use of the word "cult" 
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pagandists crave. Cults carefully 
groom their image to outsiders, por­
traying themselves· as clean-cut, 
wholesome and family-oriented. They 
try desperately to be accepted into the 
mainstream, portraying themselves as 
different only in a few theological 
points. 

Behind this thin veneer however, 
lies the real truth of life in a cult. On a 

ferent Jesus and another gospel. 
Jehovah's Witnesses teach Jesus 

Christ is Michael the archangel, a 
mere created being. Mormons teach 
Jesus is the spirit brother of Lucifer, a 
product of celestial sex between a god 
namecf "Elomim" and one of his many 
goddess wives. Both cults teach earn­
ing one's salvation by good works and 
deeds rather than by grace through 

faith in the real Jesus regular basis i see how 
damaging and destruc­
tive cult groups such as 
Jehovah's Witnesses 

COMMENTARY Christ. 
Only by his mercy 

and Mormons really are. I have files 
of horror stories and more which fill 
my electronic mailbox daily. 

I was raised and nurtured in one of 
the most destructive and dangerous 
cults in America. My experience is not 
just dealing with these groups as a 
minister of the gospel; but from one 
who before converting to faith in Jesus 
Christ spent 28 years as a Jehovah's 
Witness. Please, let us not make light 
of the "theological and doctrinal dif­
ferences.'.' 

The tragic truth is, Watchtower cult 
theology and doctrine. have sent three 
generations of our family into a 
Christless eternity by teaching a dif-

in witnessing opportunities. Obvious­
ly, it is ill-advised to use the word 
"cult" while witnessing to a Latter-day 
Saint or Jehovah's Witness. It would 
be as counterproductive as screaming 
at your lost neighbor, "YOU are going 
to hell" at the top of your lungs. In 

• any witnessing encounter love for the 
person should be evident. • 

However, not to classify a belief 
system as "cultic" when all defin~ng 
principles (whether apologetically or 
psychosocially) are present is purely 

and grace did I find the 
truth and receive the real Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Savior. A tragic postscript 
to our story is that in those years of 
door knocking no one ever told me I 
was lost and needed a Savior. Offer­
ing the "grace-filled loving message 
of Jesus Christ" demands we tell them 
the whole truth. 

Boschen offers the suggestion we 
change our terminology when we 
"distinguish between groups with 
which we differ theologically and doc­
trinally such as the Latter-day Saints 
and Jehovah's Witnesses, and those 
that are dangerous to physical and 
emotional well-being." My problem 
with this proposal is I have personal-

the rate of mental illness among Je­
hovah's Witnesses is at least four 
times the norm. 

Many also are unaware that the 
Watchtower Bible & Tract Society, 
over their 118-year history, has dab­
bled in the medical field. From 1931-
1952, they had a ban on vaccinations; 
and from 1967-1980 organ transpl;mts 
were considered cannibalism. 

Even more troubling, Jehovah's 
Witnesses have had a ban on blood 
transfusions for more than 50 years. 

Untold numbers of a blatant disregard for 
documented facts, or a 
simple lack of thor­
ough information. 

COMMENTARY men, women and chil­
dren have died. 

Third, "We need to distinguish be­
tween groups with which we differ, 
theologically and doctrinally such as 
Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses 
and those that are dangerous to phys­
ical and emotional well-being such as 
the Branch Davidians and the Peo-
ple's Temple." • 
. In actuality, Jehovah's Witnesses 
and Branch Davidians have similar 
roots in that they both stem from the 
Adventist movement. Allow me to 
share some facts, many of which I 
have witnessed personally: 

I All congregations of Jehovah's 
Witnesses are closely monitored by a 
judicial committee of elders, and ev­
ery Jehovah's Witness is subject to 
intense scrutiny. 

I They live in a very closed envi­
ronment, and any prolonged ass_ocia­
tion with non-Jehovah's Witnesses is 
deemed improper. . . 

I Any violation of the rules can 
leave one subject to disfellowshipping 
and shunning. This same penalty aps 
plies to anyone who should leave for 
any reason. 

These circumstances have left 
many in states of depression and with 
mental problems, including suicide. 
These have come to the attention of 
psychiatric professionals. Jerry Berg­
man, in his book "Jehovah's Witness­
es and Mental Illness," explains that 

The Red Cross pub­
lished figures that state 10 percent of 
the population will need blood in 
some form every year. How many die 
without it? Again, no one seems to 
know. But based on operative risks 
and information supplied by medical 
journals, one might conservatively 
estimate that 1 percent of the 10 per-

-cent who need blood would die with­
out it. 

If that be true, based on attendance 
statistics supplied by the Watchtower 
Society, between 50 and 120 Jeho­
vah'.s Witnesses will die this year 
alone. Remember, this ban has been 
in effect for 50 years. 

As shocking as cult injustices and 
deaths are, the Jehovah's Witness 
death toll rivals and may surpass that 
of Jim Jones, David Koresh, the Or­
der of the Solar Temple and the re­
cent Heaven's Gate, put together. But 
this death toll continuf!s to climb. 

The general pubJic, media and 
Christians alike are relatively unaware 
due to the fact that these victims die 
one at a time. No pictures of the mass­
es, no national exposure, just a man 
here in a traffic accident, a child there 
or a mother hemorrhaging during 
childbirth. 

So I ask, Who is the most danger­
ous? or Who poses the greatest threat? 
The one whose true nature is clearly 
seen, as in the case of Koresh and 

ly experienced and witnessed what 
Boschen claims not to be present in 
these groups. 

Watchtower doctrine demands 
that under no· circumstances are Je­
hovah's Witnesses allowed to take 
a blood transfusion, even if it means 
their death. Thousands have gone to 
early graves because of this Watch­
tower law. Mormons and Jehovah's 
Witnesses may not have the outward 
appearance of Branch Davidians oi 
People's Temple followers but 
nonetheless are just as dangerous 
and deadly. 

. The penalty we personally suffer 
for our leaving the Jehovah's-Witness 
cult is being shunned by edict from 
family members and life-long friends. 
Watchtower leaders have ordered our 
parents not to have any contact with 
their grandchildren because we are 
now Southern Baptists. 

Pastor Boschen, would you please 
tell my children their "emotional well­
being" is not affected? Would you 
please explain to my 3-year-old what 
a grandmother is? 

Let's call them what they are: cults. 
Paul Blizard is pastor of Reidland 

• Baptist Church in Paducah 

Heaven's Gate or the one who comes 
to you deceptively, very subtly? 

No, the word "cult" is not a pretty 
word. Nonetheless, it applies .. The 
word is not used only to describe the 
outlandish, but wherever the princi­
ples and tendencies exist. It is not a 
descriptive word for individuals but 
rather a defining tenn for policy and 
practice. 

Religious organizations, such as 
Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses, 
with a vast amount of financial wealth, 
are in the process of running tremen­
dous television and magazine adver­
tising campaigns. Ad campaigns that 
are geared to lose the cult status and 
be recognized as Christianity. 

Their battle cry seems to be, "We 
can't be considered 'cultic' because 
we are normal people"-as if those in 
groups such as Heaven's Gate and 
those involved with Koresh were not. 
In most cases, intellect is not a decid­
ing factor in cult involvement. 

Are these ads working? Recent sta­
·tistics tell us that maybe as many as 
87 percent of those who are in cults . 
had previous religious affiliations pri­
or to their involvement. 

Although we face cultural chang­
es and live in a society of religious 
pluralism, we must stand to proclaim 
the never-changing message of Jesus 
Christ, without compromise. Our age 
is one of tolerance, but we must con­
tinu~ to preach the exclusiveness of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and to con­
tinue to speak the truth in love. We 
must be willing to educate our church­
es and to equip believers to be ready 
to give an answer to anyone who asks 
the reason for the hope within us, with 
meekness and fear (1 Peter 3:-15). 

The Lord Jesus has commissioned 
us to take the gospel t.o all people. All 
people, regardless of who they are, 
Latter-day Saints, Jehovah's Witness­
es or just your neighbor. Therefore, let 
us continue to reach out in love to all 
people. 

Joe Kreisle lives in Hawesville 
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Acteens challenged to -get active inl missions work 
Continued from page 1 
state Acteen panelists who helped 
plan the conference. 

"There's always been someone I 
could look up to in Acteens," said 
Alcott, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Murray. 

More than 70 Acteens were com­
missioned for service this summer. 
In all, 120 Acteenswill serve on 13 
Activator.missions teams. 

Missions work can be a life-chang­
ing event for the teenagers, said Deb­
bie Bell. Last ""'"""'"~ 
year she super­
vised a mis­
sions .team of 
Ac.tivators 
from First 
Baptist Church 
of Murray. 

"I just see . 
our girls grow­
ing and be-
coming so ma- . . 
ture in Christ," Willtamson 
she said. "You 
grow the most when you're chal­
lenged. 

Working with inner-city youth in 
Birmingham, Ala., was an eye­
opening experience, Bell said. 
"When we went in there, it was a 
whole new world," she said. "They 
saw the n'eeds of little kids just like 
them." 

The experience made the teenag­
ers more aware of missions needs · 
and challenged them to be flexible 
in a new environment, she added. 

"I think it helps them to understand 
that missions is something you do 
now and not in the future," she said. 

Former missionary Kym Mitchell 
told Acteens that missions doesn't re­
quire leaving home. 

"There are lots of opportunities 
right where we live," said Mitchell, 

. who served as a two-year missionary 
to Myrtle Beach, S.C. 

"Find out what people need and 
find sometimes unique ways of meet­
ing those needs," she said. "God just 
calls us to be faithful in telling people 
about how much he loves them. '. ' 

In addition to the fellowship of 
Christian peers, Elizabeth Granstaff 
said she's appreciated how the Act­
een program helped her spiritual 
growth. 

"Before I.got into Acteens, I wasn' t 
as close to God as I am now," said 
Granstaff, 14, of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Princeton. 

"I was afraid to talk to him before 
I got into Acteens because I thought I 
was going to say the wrong thing. And 
then I learned that it doesn't matter 
what you say; it's if it comes from you 
heart." 

Acteens collected an offering of 
$1, 128 that will be used to support an 
Activator missions team and to sup­
port the work of foreign missionaries 
Ken and Beth Perkins, whose 16-year­
old son, Ben, died Easter 'Sunday. 

Acteens also donated eight boxes 
of canned goods and 20 boxes of baby 
supplies for local ministries in Mur­
ray. 

Next year, the National Acteens 
Conference will be in Louisville July 
1-4, drawing more than 10,000 teen­
age girls to the Kentucky Fair and 
Exposition Center. 

ACTEENS About 835 
teenagers attended the 

. a(/nual meeting. ■ Left 
Activator mission teams 
are commissioned for 
service this summer. 
■ Middle left Lori Hall 
(left) and Teres_a Slaughter 
demonstrate clowning. 
■ Middle Right Autumn 
Alcott addresses the 
general session. ■ Bottom 
Left A group prays tor the 
national Acteens 
conference to be heid next 

, summer in Louisville. 
■ Bottom Right Kym 
Mitchell, a former 
missionary to Myrtle 
Beach, s.c.; talks about her 
work. 
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After_ initial flood ·clean-up, ·now it's time to wait 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

The immediate clean-up from 
floods and tornadoes that have rav­
aged Kentucky in the last six weeks is 
over, and now it's time to wait before 
the next phase of recovery begins. 

'Tm so tired of waiting, I don't 
know what to do," said Wilma Sim­
mons, who along with her husband, 
Jack, leads a trailer park chapel in 
West Point. The trailer used as home 
base for their ministry in the Bel Air 
Trailer Park was seriously damaged 
by floodwater!>. • 

Now they are waiting to learn 
whether residents of the trailer park • 
will be allowed to return, what repairs 

will be required if residents do return 
and whether the chapel trailer can be 
salvaged or must be abandoned. 

Waiting is the current activity in 
many areas of the state damaged by 
floodwaters in early March. Now that 
the emergency phase of disaster relief 
efforts has concluded, residents and · 
property owners in many cases are 

months. 
A women's Sunday school class 

from Cherry Hill Baptist Church in 
Greenville has bought the congrega­

. tion a new communion table; tht! old 
floated away during the storm. 

Other individuals and churches 
have made contributions to help Daw­
son Memorial rebuild, .but the church 

waiting for information on 
what they must do to rebuild 

' still needs about $40,000 to 
...,., ,., "'Y'""➔-> ,., '"' make needed repairs, Boyd 

. an~ on what resources will 
be available to help them. 

ln some cases, water­
soaked structures haven't 
dried out enough for repairs 
to begin. 

The. building of Dawson 
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Maceo is "airing out," said 
Pastor Steve Boyd. "We're 
w&iting for it to dry up." 

;The building has been cleaned up 
by a host ~f volunteers, bl,,lt further 
work cannot be done until the saturat­
ed wood dries out. Floodwaters shift­
ed the building off its foundation, and 
the ground is still too soaked for re­
pairs to be made, Boyd said. 

Volunteers from Kentucky and 
Virginia helped clean the building, 
and a Brotherhood group from Har­
dinsburg Baptist Church is ready to 
work on the foundation. The small 
congregation has been meeting in a 
fire station since the flood btit plans 
to move back into a large Sunday 
school room soon, even though the 
sanctuary won't be inhabitable for 

said. That amount could be 
more or less, depending on 
how much volunteer labor 
the church can round up 
when the time is right to do 
the work. 

The time lag created be­
tween people wanting to 
help now while the disaster 

• is fresh on their minds and 
the fact that many flood­

damaged buildings are not yet ready 
to be repaired is frustrating, accord­
ing to disaster relief coordinators. 

Carla Purvis of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's partnership 
missions office said she has been 
flooded with calls from volunteer 
groups that want to help, but it's 
been difficult to connect the help 
with the need at the right time. 
Flood-damaged churches that could 
benefit from volunteer labor should 

' call Purvis at (502) 245-4100. 
Coordination of volunteer workers 

also has become a difficulty in Pendle­
ton County, which encompasses some 
of the state's hardest-hit towns, includ-

ing Falmouth and Butler. 
That's why Dan Reynolds, pastor 

of Falmouth Baptist Church, has 
joined with other area ministers to 
form PenCARE, an acronym for 
Pendleton County Area Recovery Ef­
fort. "We're going to be the organiza­
tion that coordinates matching the 
people who are in need with people 
who can help rebuild," Reynolds ex­
plained. 

PenCARE is preparing a 4,000-
square-foot building for use as a ware- · 
house and volunteer lodging. 

This effort will coordinate volun­
teers from Baptist, Mennonite, Luth­
eran, Methodist and Disciples of 
Christ churches, as well as any others 
who want to help, Reynolds said. 'The 
flood is interdenominational." 

Reynolds presented the idea to the 
Falmouth City Council· a few weeks 
ago, and they were enthusiastic about 
it, he said. County officials also are 
expected to endorse the cooperative 
ministry plan: 

The recovery effort could last up 
to two years, Reynolds said. And, like 
everywhere else,, it is being held up 
by waiting. In Falmouth, residents are 
waiting to learn whether the federal 
government will buy out some of their 
homes and businesses in a relocation 
effort. 

Nevertheless, PenCARE is gearing­
up for the next wave of rebuilding. 
The interfaith coordinating ministry 
has established a central phone num­
ber: (606) 654-2444. 

. •• thlillks t8\e~1 f 
ntuclcYaij¥Pti:stj .• 04t t~ain ~;,_.,1,,,;,i 

1rdayst4'\ 
e parsoriJl, 
; all J\~pt4g kt 
units-hadcom: \r 

tdo; •• 

Worship seminar question: ·Whose needs should be _met? 
By Marc Whitt 

· Campbellsville University 

CAMPBELLSVILLE- In order 
to ·reach America's unchurched resi­
dents, more congregations must be­
come "seeker sensitive," according to 
ministers at Living Hope Baptist 
Church in Bowling Green. 

Pastor Brad Johnson and Music 
Minister Dave Love led the annual 
Robertson Worship Workshop at 
Campbellsville University. 

Seeker-sensitive churches organize 
their services to communicate with 
unchurched people- or seekers­
who are present, Johnson said. 
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At Living Hope worship includes 
. elements of inspiration, celebration 

and edification, Johnson said. 
"Careful attention is paid to song 

lyrics for clarity," he said. Contempo­
rary instruments, including drums, 

• synthesizer, bass and guitar are used. 
"We still own an organ and piano, 

though, and use them as part of the 
worship service as well," Johnson 
said. "We try: to introduce music 
sounds that people are most familiar 
with during the week when they lis­
ten to their radios on their way to and 
from work." 

Worship planners also try to re­
move the "cringe factor," or man-

made obstacles that might prevent 
someone from hearing the gospel, 
Johnson said. "Hard work is em­
ployed so that the preaching is rele­
vant, applicable and clear." 

A variety of styles are used to com­
municate the message, whether with 
music, video or dramatic skits, he add-
ed. • 

While some might argue to keep 
the more traditional-style worship ser­
vice, Johnson said, 'The question I 

• would ask is, 'Are we here only to 
meet the needs of those who are Chris­
tian, or are we going to seek those who 
need Jesus Christ?"' 

Change is inevitable if Christians 

are obedient, both men said. 
Traditional worship services tend 

to follow patterns of worship created 
during the 1940s and 1950s, and they 
focus on believers only, Johnson said. 
But many hymns and expressions of 
worship are not familiar to some 
present-day Christians as well, he said. 

\'Very little is said inthe New Tes­
tament about worship," Johnson told 
the audience. "Jesus taught the wom­
an at the well in John 4 about wor-

. shipping in spirit and in truth. The fact 
of the matter is, whether one uses the 
Old Testament or New Testament, 
there is no clear teaching found about 
worship style." 

... 



NATION 
Study suggests Bible studies help inmates stay clean 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- Prison 
doors may swing a little wider for in­
mates involved in Bible studies, ac­
cording to a study that suggests such 
inmates stand a bette_r chance of stay­
ing out of trouble. 

A study conducted for Prison Fel­
lowship Ministries shows some in­
mates who were actively involved in 
the fellowship's Bible studies were 
less likely to be rearrested in the year 
after their release. 
• The study,_ published in the March 

1997 sc:holarly journal Justice Quar­
terly, found 14 percent of those fre­
quently involved in Prison Fellowship 
Bible studies were rearrested, com-

pared to 41 percent of those who were 
not. 

John Diiulio, a public policy ana­
lyst and professor of politics and pub­
lic affairs at Princeton University, told 
a news conference that prison officials 
should examine Prison Fellowship's 
program "not because it is faith-based 
but because it is apparently so very 
effective." 

"Today's study suggests that these 
programs have great potential," said 
Diiulio, author of "No Escape: The 
Future of American Corrections." 

The study, conducted by the Na­
tional Institute for Healthcare Re­
search, compared 201 male inmates 

from four New York prisons who took 
part in Prison Fellowship Bible stud­
ies with 201 inmates who did not. The 
researchers acknowledged the study 
had a variety of limitations, including 
the fact that it was not random and did 
not have a national scope. • 

''Though this study has several ac­
knowledg~ limitations, our findings 
at least suggest that religious programs 
have the potential to affect former in­
mates' behavior after release," the 
authors concluded. 

Byron Johnson, a criminologist at . 
Lamar University in Beaumont, Tex­
as, and one of the authors of the study, 
said-he would like to see additional 

studies of religious programs in pris­
ons. He added that the Muslim pro­
grams would have similar effects on 
prisoners. 

Tom Pratt, P_rison Fellowship' s 
president, said he expects the findings 
also could apply to other Christian 
prison ministries. He estimated there 
are about 450 prison ministries nation­
wide. 

David Larson, president of the 
National Institute for Healthcare Re­
search and co~author of the study, 
urged the federal government to con­
sider further study of the issue, since 
many religious programs exist in fed­
eral prisons. 

Two_ groups combining to oppose school voucher programs 
BALTIMORE (RNS) - The 

NAACP and People For the Ameri­
can Way recently launched what they 
claimed will be a national campaign 
to fight school voucher initiatives that 
provide tax funds to aid parents of stu­
dents attending private and religious 
schools. 

More than 100 voucher critics 
packed New Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Washington for a day-long workshop 
April 3 kicking off an anti-voucher 
campaign called "Partners for Public 
Education." 

NAACP president Kweisi Mfume 

SEEKING: Centerfield Baptist 
Church, a contemporary church locat­
ed in Oldham County, currently is 
accepting resumes for a part-time min­
ister to children. If interested, call 
(502) 243-1982 for more information, 
or mail resume to: Centerfield Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 1026, Crestwood, 
KY 40014: 

SEEKING: A multiple-staff, 
seeker-sensitive, purpose-driven 
church is looking for a full-time 
youth and children's minister to pro­
vide vision, direction, training and 
leadership to a team of volunteers. 
Individual must be gifted in teach­
ing and must have management 
skills, a high energy level, fresh 
ideas and the ability to function in a 
team approach to ministry. Interest­
ed? Experienced? Challenged? Send 
resume to: Search Committee, 
Springfield Baptist Church, P.O . 
Box 286, Springfield, KY 40069. 
Phone: (606) 336-3544. 

FOR SALE: 13' and 9' church 
pews, upholstered seat and back: Also 
for sale: three pulpit chairs, commun­
ion table and pulpit. For informatiori, 
call (606) 623-177 1. 

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church 
is presently in the process of search­
ing for a full-time minister of youth 
and music. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, Meta Baptist Church, 
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY 
41501. • 

WANTED: Part-time minister of 
music, responsible for adult, children 
and handbell choirs. Contact Lewis 
Lane Baptist Church, 2600 Lewis 
Lane, Owensboro, KY 42301. (502) 
684-4266. 

FOR SALE: Lowrey electronic 
organ (Pageant) $1,199 or reasonable 
offer ($3,900 new). (502) 554-5644. 

called the group's fight against vouch­
ers a "fight for fairness." 

"The attacks of the right on our 
children's future have solidified 
around a concept of exclusion and 
selective opportunity called vouch­
ers," he said. 

The use of vouchers to help par­
ents offset the cost of sending their 
children to private schools, including 
religious schools, has be.come a high 
priority policy proposal by conserva­
tive groups who say public schools are 
providing inadequate and, at times, 
immoral education. 

Voucher proponents argue that 
poor families, looking for a way to get 
lheir children out of troubled public 
schools, need. vouchers. 

In January, when the Christian 
Coalition unveiled its 1997 legislative 
agenda, dubbed the "Samaritan 
Project," what it called "hope and op­
portunity scholarships" were near the 
top of the list. 

Critics, however, argue vouchers 
would divert dollars from already 
cash-strapped public schools, where 
they say most students will remain in 
even worse condition. -

. CLASSIFIED ADS . • 
SEEKING: Associate minister 

for music. The First Baptist Church 
of Middlesborough, Ky., is seeking 
a minister to lead, develop and co­
ordinate the music ministry of the 
church. In addition, the minister will 
·assist the pastor in all areas of 
church life. The successful candi­
date will have a minimum of a col­
lege degree with a music emphasis, 
and a seminary degree is preferred 
along with previous music ministry 
experience. The candidate also 
should possess a calling to ministry 
and strong interpersonal and orga­
nization skills. The First Baptist 
Church of Middlesborough has a 
resident membership of 500 people 
and is a diverse community of faith 
affiliated with the SBC and CBF. 
Send resume by April 30, 1997, to: 
Rev. Jeff Roberts, First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 839, Middlesbor­
ough, KY 40965-0839. 

SEEKING: Faith Baptist Church 
in Knoxville, Md., is seeking a full­
time minister of music and youth. 
Faith is located in a rapidly growing 
area outside D:C. Send resume to: 
Staff Search Committee, Faith Bap­
tist Church, 2212 Jefferson Pike, 
Knoxville, MD 21758. 

SEEKING: Minister of music: 
FBC, Joelton, Tenn., seeks a full-time 
minister of music. The church, locat­
ed25 minutes northwest of Nashville, 
has an average morning worship at­
tendance of 575 in multiple services, 
including one more contemporary in 
format and one more traditional. This 
person will oversee age-graded choirs 
from preschool through senior adult, 
and have significant responsibilities 
for senior adult ministry as well. Send 
resume to: FBC, P.O. Box 86, Joel­
ton, TN 37086; Attn: Dean Anderson. 

TOUR: Biblical Greece and Tur­
key. 8-day tour departing Sept. 8, 
Athens, the Parthenon, Mars Hill, 
Corinth, plus a 3-night Aegean 
cruise to Mykonos, Rhodes, Ephe­
sus and Patmos. Only $1,798. Call 
Pastor Studie for brochure (502) 
247-8331. 

FOR SALE: 6 church pews, $100 
each. Parrish A venue Baptist Church, 
Owensboro, Ky. (502) 683-2156. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Valley View Baptist Church, 8911 
Old Third Street Road, Louisville, 
40272. Previous pastoral experience 
desired. Resume and cover letter by 
May 1, 1997. In cover letter describe 
where you are spiritually in your min­
istry and why God might be moving 
you into a new place. Fax: (502) 935-
5252. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and youth. Seminary training 
and some experience preferred. Send 
resume to: Union Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 194, Union, KY 41091. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister to 
· youth. First Baptist Church, Shawnee, 

Okla. Please submit detailed resume. 
Send to P.O. Box 1928, Shawnee, OK 
74802-1928. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Blackjack Baptist Church, Franklin, 
Ky. Blackjack is a growing church 
with new sanctuary in '94. Worship 
attendance approximately 150-200. 
Interested persons should send resume 
to: Weston Smith, 220 Turnertown 

· Road, Franklin, KY 42134. 
SEEKING: Calvary Baptist 

Church, Glasgow, Ky.,.is accepting 
resumes for position of pastor. All in­
terested parties may reply by mail to: 
Pulpit Committee, Calvary Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 1524, Glasgow, KY 

.42142. 

Additionally, the critics say the use 
of vouchers to support religious 
schools violates the separation of 
church and state_ provisions of the 
Constitution. • . 

Voucher proposals are pending 
before Congress and in more than two 
dozen state legislatures. Court chal­
lenges to voucher systems are under 
way in Ohio and Wisconsin. 

"Vouchers are publicly funded 
scholarships for private and religious 
schools, and they deserve to.be reject­
ed," said Carole Shields, president of 
People For the American Way. 

"Today's study 
suggests that 
these programs • 
have great 
potential." 
John Diiulio, a public 
po/icyanalyst and 
professor otpolitics and 
public affairs at 
erincetdn University 
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Judge supports Baptist minister's firing from panel 

SAN FRANCISCO (RNS)-A federal appeals .• the city, ruling that a government has greater 
court in Sail Francisco has upheld the 1993 firing leeway to curb the religious speech of an 
of a Baptist pastor from the city human rights employee, especially speech that is antithetical to 
commission for telling reporters he adheres to· the employee's workplace duties. And Smith ruled 
.biblical admonitions against homosexuality. the law provides even less protection for religious 

The lawyer for Eugene Lumpkin, pastor of speech of employees in policymaking positions. 
Ebenezer Baptist'Church, said he was considering , The Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals in San 
an appeal, to the U.S. Supreme Court. Francisco came to an almost identical conclusion. 

• Lumpkin was cornered about his biblical . •• - "Rev. Lumpkin's statements explicitly 
beliefs on·two occasions· by reporters during a • condemning homosexuality as a sin and implicitly 
time of national d~bate on whether open gays and endorsing violence against homosexuals are not 
lesbian~_shpulcLbe allowed to serve in the , . sif)1ply hostile to the ,Commission's charge, they 
military.}11 an' interview with the San Francisco _··: are at. war with_ it," the court held, in a decision 
Chronicle; Lumpkin acknowledged "the . written by CircuitJudge William Norris. 
homose~~l lifestYl~)s an aborriipation agai_n~t • "To be sure, when Rev. Lumpkin speaks as a 
GdWSo U:iave to 1Wach that homosexuality is a private citizeo, he has every right to preach that 
sin." • ,.• 1

';,.'' -r ", •• • • ' ' ·' homosexuality is a sin .and that Leviticus says that 
Those comments prompted leaders in San 'a man who sleeps with a man should be put to • 

Francisco'.s powerful gay community to call for death,"' Norris added. "But the First Amendment 
Lumpkin's.renioval. At first Mayor Frank Jordan · does not assure him job security when he 
defende,q_ Lurrip~in as one who had never taken preaches homophobia while serving as a city 
anti-gay positions during his time on the human official charged with the responsibility of 
rights commission. eliminating prejudice and discrimination." 

But some days later, Lumpkin was asked by a . Lumpkin's attorney-,-James Struck, a 
lV reporter whether he believed the admonition in Modesto, Calif., lawyer who took the case pro 
Leviticus that "a man who sleeps with a man bono for the Charlottesville, Va. -ba.sed Rutherford 
should be put to death." Though he tried to dodge Institute-said he is considering an appeal to the 
the question;lumpkin did acknowledge, "Sure, I U.S. Supreme Court. 
believe; I believe everything the Bible sayeth." "What our Ninth Circuit is telling us is that if 

Jordan fired 'Lumpkin the next day. you are among the millions of people who hold 
Lumpkin sued the city and Jordan in federal the traditional belief that homosexuality is a sin, 

court, charging violations of state and federal ... you're homophobic," Struck said. "It's pretty 
anti-discrimination statutes. The suit also alleged · scary for the Ninth Circuit to be engaged in that 
the city had to show a "compelling interest" for · sort of politically correct name-calling," and "a 
firing Lumpkin. . . . pretty sad state of affairs for.the First Amendment 

But U.S. District Judge Fern 'Smith decided for . and Free Exercise." 

) '' \. 
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A Cooperative Program endowment 
If you were a missionary or the 

leader of a Baptist organization, 
which kind of financial support 
would you prefer: sporadic gifts or 
steady support? 

Since 1925 we Baptists have 
provided a steady stream of support 
through the Cooperative Program. 

Over the years there have been 
numerous descriptions of the CP. 

earnings of these funds -are chan­
neled through the Kentucky Bap­
tist_ Convention in the same way 
your church CP contributions are 
sent. 

Last year these endowment 
earnings represented the third larg­
est contribution through the CP in 
Kentucky. Only two churches gave 
more than these endowments pro~ 

Some of my favorites 
are: 

I A link between 
Christians who care and 
people in need of care. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

duced . . 
Approximately one­

third of the foundation's 
total cost of operaticm is 
provided through the CP. 

I People and money 
on mission to people. 

I The pipeline-the 
lifeline of our Ba,ptist 
work around the world. 

I A rope of sand. 
' I Not an end in itself, 

but a means to an enci: • 
I Not a sacred cow Barry Allen 

but a sacred how. 
I Mission money multiplied. 
I The greatest strategic_ plan for 

education, evangelism and missions 
God has ever given anyone. 

I A method that assures Baptists 
every dollar of spending is planned, 
approved and accounted for. _ 

Not only is the Kentu~ky Bap­
tist Foundation one of the benefi-

. ciaries of the CP jn Kentucky, but 
we also are the stewards of 23 en­
dowment accounts totaling $5.9 
million for which the CP is the in­
come beneficiary: The-investment 

We are most grateful 
to be a part of the Ken­
tucky Baptist family and 
to receive this steady sup­
port. Because of it we can 
offer our estate planning 
consultation service to all 
Kentucky Baptists with-
out a fee. 

Sunday, April 20, is 
Cooperative Program Day on the 
denominational calendar. Perhaps 
it's a time for you to consider being 
a part of permanently endowing this 
mission pipeline we call the CP. 

Please give Laurie Valentine or 
rne a call at (502) 244-6466 to. show 
you how to make a lasting differ­
ence through a CP. endowment. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 
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States looking to slow divorce rate 
LENA WEE COUNTY, Mich. 

(RNS)---Proposals are under consid­
eration in at least 10 states to require 
pre-marital counseling to lower di­
vorce rates, USA Today reported. 

In Lenawee County, Mich., local 
clergy, judges and public officials 
have made a pact to require anyone 
getting married to undergo ·marriage 
education classes. 

Required counseling also is being 
considered in Arizona, Illinois, Iowa, 
Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri;- Oregon and Washington, 
USA Today reported. 

Among the ideas being considered: 
lower marriage license fees for cou­
ples taking the courses and delayed 
marriage licenses fo r 'hose who 
refuse. 

Groups ask FCC for new TV rating system 
WASHINGTON (RNS)­

Churches and religious group..s have 
asked the Federal Communications 
Commission to find TV's new rat­
ing system too vague and unaccept­
able. 

In reports filed with the FCC, the 
groups said content-based descrip­
tions of shows would be better than 

the current system, which rates pro­
grams by age categories. 

Groups filing the report included 
the Southern Baptist Christia,n Life 
Commission, the Union of Orthodox 
Jewish Congregations of America, 
the Center for Jewish and Christian 

. Values and the Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.). 

Magnum Transportation 
"Bus Sales, Service, 
& Refurbishments" 

1228 Lakeview Dr. 
Franklin, TN 37067 

{615) 790-8990 FAX (615) 790-8989 
"Your Transportation Solution" 

Cl-I UR CHES 
WORKING 

TOGETHER 
Through the Association and the Cooperative Program 

can Witness to Our Lost World 

Sunday, April 20 is 
Cooperative Program Day. 

Thanks, Kentucky Baptists, 
for your faithful support! 

Contact the KBC Communications/Media Department 
(502/245-4101, ext. 212) for more information. 



I I I 

Group proposes common date for Easter 
GENEVA (RNS)-The World 

Council of Churches has proposed 
a new way to calculate the date of 
Easter that would allow Eastern and 
Western Christians to celebrate 
Jesus' resurrection on the same day. 

Easter always is observed on the 
Sunday following the first full moon 
after the March equinox, a practice 
established by the Council of Nicea 
in 325. 

But Easter falls on different dates 

Retreat. 
Refocus. 
Renew. 

Draw aside . 
to a quiet 

refuge -
to strengthen 
and restore 
your heart. 

for Eastern, predominantly Ortho­
dox, and Western Roman Catholic 
and Protestant bodies because the 
churches follow different calcula­
tions of the equinox and the full 
moon. 

The new proposal recommends 
that the date for Easter-beginning in 
2001-should be calculated accord­
ing to modern astronomy, using Jerus­
alem as the earthly reference point. 

Past attempts to address the differ-

ences in dating Easter have been divi­
sive and faltered because for some 
churches loyalty to the "old calendar" 
symbolized their desire to rem!1in sep­
arate fiom secular influences. 

The proposal will be sent to 
churches around the world for consid­
eration and discussion. The idea was 
hammered out . by a team of senior 
church officials including leaders 
from Anglican, Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic and Protestant churches; 

,,----~ ---c· r -1-

"Let Your Heart Talce Courage" 
Tri-State Area Women's Conference 

April 25-26, 1997 
Florence Baptist C·hurch 

Florence,Kentucky 
Seminars and keynote speakers ojf<;ring encouragement to today's women 

For further information call (606) 956-8908. 

Evelyn Christenson 
Keynote Speaker 
Saturday 

Conference 
Schedule Nam! 

Janet Parshall 
Keynote Speaker 
Friday 

J.J. Turner 
Praise Leader 
Friday/Saturday 

Registration Form 
Poore 

Friday, April 25, 1997 Address 
Registration- 10:00 a.m. Stred 

Opening session-1:00 pm 
Seminars - .3:00-7:45 pm 

City State Zip (Dinner Break 5:15-6:45 .. 
Meal not provided) 

Oeneral session - 8:00 pm Church Home 
Saturday, April 26, 1997 

0$40.00 Conference fee Registration - 7:.30 am 
General session - 8:.30 am enclosed.* 
Bibl_e study- 9 :00 am-.3:00 pm Mail to: Womens Conference 
(Lunch and snack break Florence Baptist Church 

provided in registrtion fee) P.O. Box 456 
Closing session- .3:00 pm Florence. KY 41042 

* No child care provided. 
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"Today, I wouldn't 
think of doing my 

own taxes. Having 
a CPA prepare 

them is absolutely 
essential." 

"Leon," an Alabama 
dir.ector of missions 

•!''. 

MONEY 
Audited ministers: Have records in order • I .

1rney.sa1 
NASHVILLE (BP)-Churches 

and their employees should under­
stand and follow tax rules carefully, 
according to several Southern Bap­
tist ministers who have been audit­
ed by the Internal Revenue Service. 

Citing privacy concerns, minis­
ters interviewed asked their real 
names not be used, but wanted to 
help others un\,lerstand what an au­
dit can entail. 

"Keep good records-not just 
good records but excellent records," 
said Ted, an evangelist from Okla­
homa who is still working through 
an IRS audit that began two years 
ago. ·"Canceled checks won't be 
enough. You'll need other docu­
mentation, like utility bills, church 
giving statements and actual re­
ceipts." · 

Leon, an associational director of 
missions in Alabama, agreed. "If the 
minister is a pastor or other church 
staff person, then they'd better· keep 
a record of miles traveled, dates, 
odometer readings and the business 
purpose of the trips. The first thing 
the auditor told me was, 'Let me see 
your mileage log."' 

Sometimes inaccurate records 
can be worse than no records at all. 
Bob, a pastor from the Midwest, was 
asked during an IRS audit to provide 
copies of minutes from his chur~h's 
business meetings. 

The IRS found the amount Bob 
and his wife, Mary, had reported as 
income, was less than what the church 
minutes reflected as annual salary. 

Three years before the audit, when 

Summer inspiration 
By Robert Dunston 

This year's pastor, staff and fam­
ily conference at Cumberland Col­
lege will be July 21-23. For the sixth 
consecutive summer, the college 
and its church relations board are 
preparing a time of spiritual renew­
al and relaxation through inspira­
tional messages, Bible study, semi­

Bob first came to the church, an inac­
curate figure was recorded in the 
church's minutes, reflecting a few 
thousand dollars more than Bob actu­
ally received annually. 

With additional taxes, interest and 
penalties, Mary said the IRS claimed 
she and Bob owe well over $10,000 
in back taxes, interest and penalties. 
That amount will likely be trimmed 
in half if the couple can come up with 
the money in 90 days, Mary said. 

Marvin, a pastor from the west, 
found himself in conflict with the IRS 
after-his church treated him as an em­

. ployee for Social Security purposes. 
"They were paying an employer''s 

matching portion of Social Security," 
Marvin said. In doing so, he said, the 
church violated an IRS policy requir­
ing ordained ministers to pay all their 
own "self-employment" Social Secu­
rity taxes. 

The church declined to change the 
practice, even though Marvin asked 
them to do so. 

When Marvin filed his annual tax 
returns, he followed IRS guidelines 
and paid all the self-employment tax 
due, even though he knew it was be­
ing duplicated by the church's pay­
ments on his behalf. 

Upon auditing Marvin's tax return, 
the IRS assumed Marvjn was receiv­
ing two equal salaries from the church. 

In reality, Marvin said, his income 
was only half what the IRS assumed 
in calculating his back taxes, interest -
and penalties. 

When Marvin informed the IRS of 
the church's insistence on treating him 

• pastor in Indiana. 
John Lepper, director of the 

Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
family ministry department, will 
lead several workshops during the 
conference. Lepper will discuss the 
minister's family and how family 
members impact a minister's life 
and work. Lepper' s words will pro­
vide food for thought and action. 

• Sherry Roy Clark, a nars, fellowship and rec­
reation. 

Billy Compton, pas­
tor of Severns Valley 
Baptist Church in Eliza­
bethtown, is the keynote 
preacher for the confer­
ence. Compton has 
served as president of 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and is an in­
spirational and challeng­
ing speaker. Those at­

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

1995 Cumberland grad­
uate and a choral music, 
speech and drama teach­
er at Walton-Verona 
High School in Walton, 
will lead congregational 
•singing, provide special 
music and coordinate 
other musical perform­
ers for the conference. 
She brings a beautiful 
voice, warm personality 

tending will be blessed and encour­
aged by his words. 

Our Bible study leader will be 
Mike Robinson, assistant professor 
of philosophy at Cumberland Col­
lege. Robinson is completing his 
second year of teaching with us. His 
study sessions will center on the 
parables of Jesus recorded in the 
Gospel of Luke-the 1998 winter 
Bible study emphasis throughout 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Robinson. brings both scholarship 
and pastoral concern to the study. 
While working and completing his 
education, Mike spent 11 years as a . 

and deep commitment to Christ. 
The conference will be a won­

derful time of fellowship, learning 
and recharging. For more informa­
tion,.contact Wes Roy, director of 
church relations, 7934 College Sta­
tion Drive, Williamsburg, Ky. 
40769, (606) 539-4154. This is a 
family conference so bring every­
one. We will have activities for chil­
dren age six and older during con­
ference sessions. 

. Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

as an employee, the auditor gave Mar­
vin a simple solution: Have the church 
file for a refund of the employer's 
matching portion paid on his salary. 

The IRS would then recalculate 
and assume Marvin had been paid 
only as pastor and not in some other 
capacity as well. 

Deacons and trustees, however, • 
wouldn'tbudge, he said. 

"It was simply a matter of putting 
the preacher in his place," he said. 
"The church wasn't willing to admit 
they hadn't followed the instructions, 
so I basically just lost $10,000. It 
wouldn't have cost them a dime to fill 
out the forms." 

Soon after the controversy, he re­
signed the church and is now a bivo- • 
cational pastor. "I'm not ever going 
to al1ow a ch~rch to hold a rope 
around my neck or determine my fi­
nancial affairs," he said. 

All the ministers interviewed 
stressed the importance of having a 
certified public accountant prepare tax 
returns and present during IRS audits. 

"Never make the mistake of going 
by yourself, like I did during the first 
meeting," said Leon, the Alabama di­
rector of missions. "Today, I wouldn't 
think of doing my own taxes. Having 
a CPA prepare them is absolutely es­
sential, in my opinion." 

A key resource for Baptist church­
es, Mary said, can be found in state 
Baptist convention offices, where an­
nuity and insurance staff offer a vari­
ety of seminars and resources on min­
isterial tax planning and church re­
sponsibilities. 

A new voice 
By Audrey Puryear • 

I really have enjoyed my time 
as interim president for Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. It has 
been particularly rewarding to 
work even more closely than usu­
al with vice presidents Brenda 
Gray and Jim Moak as we have 
faced trials and triumphs these 
past few months. 

il'.Lt:!J:f~-f::.._\;:±,,5:?f''~·. ~<':❖ 

vice in Virginia. 
An experienced child care ad­

ministrator and pastor, Smithwick 
shares our view of KBHC as a 
ministry. He is uniquely suited to 
lead our agency to help thousands 
of Kentuckians who are in need. 

Smithwick describes Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children as "on 
the cutting edge"-a tribute to our 

To my delight I 
watched people take on 
additional responsibili­
ties, pray faithfully for 
the search committee 
and, in the,process, not 
only maintain our pro­
grams but expand 
them. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

supporters and board 
who have helped us 
become more proactive 
in our ministry without 
sacrificing the founda­
tion which began near­
ly 130 years ago. 

The southern region 
capital campaign is 
reachin~ a successful Audrey Puryear 
conclus10n. 

I believe Smithwick 
has great respect for 
our heritage and, at the 
same time, wants to 
cultivate a vision for 
the future that will 
bring healing to the 

Our treatment pro-
gram at Spring Meadows contin­
ued to develop and excel in its 
ministry to our most damaged 
children. 

Cornerstone Counseling and 
family foster care flourished. 

So it is with great anticipation 
, that I join the rest of the staff in 

welcoming William Smithwick as 
our new president. 

I see an obvious love for the 
Lord and for children in Smith­
wick and know he brings valuable 
experience from his years of ser-

children and families . 
who come to us. 

As Smithwick and his family 
join our family here in Kentucky, 
I encourage those of you who sup­
port us with prayer and gifts to 
welcome him into your hearts, 
your churches and your homes. 

Audrey Puryear is,interim president 
of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren, 10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middle 0 

town, Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
The World Wide Web address for 
KBHC is: http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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FMB discovers 
1 million Arabs 
in Venezuela 

Vols sought for French crusade 

MARACAIBO, Venezuela 
(BP)-Southem Baptists' efforts 
to tell unreached people groups 
about Christianity is not limited 
to the Middle East, China and 
India. The Southern Baptist For­
eign Mission Board has shifted its 
focus from countries to the eth­
nic people groups who populate 
those countries. 

As a· result, the missionaries' 
strategy group in Venezuelan dis­
covered 1 million Arabs who 
have been cut off from the mes­
sage of Jesus Christ. 

RICHMOND (BP)-About 150 
volunteers are being sought for a large 
evangelistic effort in France. 

Crusade coordinator Dub· Jackson 
said he hopes at least some of these 
will be Kentucky Baptists. Several 
. Kentucky Baptists participated in sirn- . 
ilar crusades last fall in Norway and 
Sweden. 

"France is a vast mission field," 
Jackson said. "Here's a way for any 
active church member to make a great 
contribution to reaching that land for 
Christ." 
• A total of 250 volunteers are need­

ed to work in scores of . churches 
across the nation of France in a part­
nership campaign May 21-J une 3 this 
year. • 

"We especially need young people 
and music," said Jackson, crusade 

coordinator in Western Europe for the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. 

Volunteers will work in small 
teams with a national Baptist congre­
gation. Activities may include street 
evangelism, singing in a shopping 
center or visiting in homes of un­
churched people. 

France remains one of the biggest 
mission fields in Europe. Many 
French citizens call themselves Ro­
man Catholic, but few are active in 
that church or any other. Muslims 
outnumber active Catholics arid all 
evangelicals combined. • 

Language skills are not a necessi­
ty, Jackson noted. For details or other 
information, contact Dub Jackson in 
Abilene, Texas, at (915) 677-2500; 
fax (915) 677-2800. 

Nearly 85 percent of business 
owners on Margarita, Venezue­
la's largest tourist island, are Ar­
abic, said missionary Paul Tinley. 

Latin American countries of­
fer a more open ground for reach~ 
ing unreached people group~ like 
Arabs, said missionary Dana 
Seale. 

Baptists send aid to war-torn Liberia 
McLEAN, VA. (ABP)-With a 

• 10-year civil war in Liberia apparent­
ly winding down, Baptists are step­
ping up to aid returning refugees. 

Many have married outside 
their faith, causing a breakdown 
in family structure and ·cultural 
identity that has qpened them to 
new ideas, she said. 

Rebel groups in the country have 
disarmed, leading to hopes that a May 
30 election may at last lead to long­
temi peace and stability in the coun­
try. 

,,. , f-."'-

Baptist World Aid, a division of 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

is pleased to present 

DR. JERRY VINES 

Former SBC President 
Pastor, first Baptist Church 
Jacksonville, Florida 

April 22, 1997 

and 

DR. ADRIAN ROGERS 

Former SBC President 
Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church 

Memphis, Tennessee 

May 8, 1997 

Chapel services are held in Alumni Chapel, 
2825 Lexington Road, Louisville, Kentucky. 

You are invited to worship with us every • 
Tuesday and Thursday at 10 a.m. 

the Baptist World Alliance, has 
pledged $15,900 to Liberian Baptists 
to provide food, medical care, cloth­
ing, shoes and cooking utensils for 
distribution to refugees. • 

In a recent meeting at BW A head­
quarters in McLean, Va., Liberian 
Baptist leader Emile Sam-Peal asked 
Baptists worldwide to continue relief 
operations. 

BX/JBl-iBllt7B lnB t/21-ill of lifB 

Maks "Ths Good ~tuf ~tudsnt Confots.ncs0 

V out ~~ting ~vsnt ~ot A Boldst Youth Minh:tty! 

... SEE the creative technology 
of our youth culture 

... EXPERIENCE the refreshing 
Spirit of Christ 

... LEARN the truths of His Word 

... ENCOUNTER the difference 
living for Christ can make In 

your life. 

,1,,.._J,. 

-@<:~'·: 

,G~i1'Y 
Paducah, KY .- April 25 - Bible Baptist Heartland 

Owensboro, KY - May 2 - First Baptist Church 

·gtUf~ 
* 

-
Featuring: Louie Giglio 

Cost: $16 per student in advance 

Coming to your area - 3 impacting Sessions all In 1 Friday Night 
A night you will never forget and always relish. 

FOR· INFORMATION CALL 1-888-967-7883 
Youth Ministry Resources - 2440 Old Milton Parkway Suite 200 • Alpharetta, GA 30201 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Four Maine Southern 
Baptist churches without 

pastors: Hope 
Community Church, 

Little River Church, River 
City Church and Trinity 

Church. 

■ A community-wide 
Bible study sponsored 

by Milton Baptist 
Fellowship in Milton, 

N.H. 

■ The Smolensk area 
near Moscow which is 

considering a law which 
would ban all foreign 

missionaries from living 
there. Kentucky Baptists 

have a partnership 
project planned for 

Smolensk.in September. 

■ Jenny Charlton, 
missionary in Gotchna, 

Russia. She asks for 
patience and wisdom as 

she deals with eighth 
graders. 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BEDFORD-Bedford Church will 
celebrate its 10th anmversary at its 
present location April 20. 
■ BEREA-Hurstle Laxton Jr., di­
rector of missions in Tates Creek As-· 
sociation for 13 years, will retire ef­
fective June l ._ He will continue to re­
side in Richmond. 
■ BROOKS-Mount Elmira Church 
will host the «Bishops" in concert 
April 25 at 7 p.m. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Mount 
Carmel Church called Tom Coffey as 
pastor. Coffey began his new minis­
try Feb. 23. He previously was pastor 
at Bethel Church. 
■ COX'S CREEK~ox's Creek 
Church called Rich Cheek as minis­
ter of youth. He will begin his new 
ministry in mid April. Cheek previ­
ously was minister of youth at Jeffer­
sontown Church. 
■ INDIA-Mike Jones of Union, 
Monte McElfresh of Brooksville and 

Tim Testerman of Cecilia traveled 
with Tom Cox World Ministries of 
Arkansas on a medical-evangelism 
team to India Feb. 1-19; 
■ LOUISVILLE-St. Matthews 
Church will host the Bethel College 
Alumni luncheon April 19 at noon. 
Call (502) 426-4835 for information 
or send $10 for reservations to Peggy 
Prather, 11211 Coventry Greens Dr. 
Louisville, Ky. 40241. 

Woodland Church will host the 
"Louisville Singers" in a free concert 
April 20 at 4 p.m. Call (502) 245-5416 
for more information. 

Lakewood Church will dedicate its 
new media-library center during the 
April 20 morning worship service. 
Lee Warf is pastor. 
■ MAYFIELD-Sharon Church will 
hold revival services April 27 at 6 p.m. 
and April 28-~0 at 7 p.m. Ricky Cun­
ningham of Hardin Church will be 
guest speaker. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 

Available in 20' to 30' Models ( 800) 3 70-6180 
(12 to 35 passengers) ( 615) 3 76-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 

'Annie get your gun' 
By w. F. Underwood "My child is not making very good grades, 

, therefore I do not want him to spend study time 
It only happens twice a year, and now is one in drama, band, athletics, etc." 

of those times. Anyone who has been to one of Our response always·has been simple and to 
Oneida's plays knows of the marvelous perfor- the point. We will not remove the one source 
mance our students give. Many hours hiwe been of pride and success from a student who may 
spent memorizing lines and practicing where to not be succeeding in other areas. Our philoso­
stand, walk, sit, etc. . phy is to use this one area of interest and sue-

For some, this play will be their first perfor- cess to motivate a student to do well in other 
mance. For others, this will be one of many 
plays in which they have been in­
volved. I must confess that on more 
than a few occasions I have been 
pleasantly surprised by 
some performances. 
Students who may not 
do very well in other ar­
eas excel in drama. 

Oneida's philosophy 
always has been to in- · 
volve as many students 
in as many activities as 
possible. Hopefully, 
each student will find 
success in one or more 
of these activities. 

From time to time 
there have been parents 
who did not want their 
child to be involved in 
an activity in which he 
or she found so much 
pleasure, if that child 
were not doing well ac­
ademically. A call from 
such a parent may go 
something like this: 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

areas. 
We would be the first to admit that 

it may take from a few months to an 
entire year to .see the positive results 

of our efforts. But in 
nearly all situations, the 
child will end up doing 
better-much better­
than he or she would 
have done if we had tak­
en the source of pride and 
motivation from him. 

We would be honored 
to have you as our guest 
for this play. The two 
dates reserved for our 
many friends are April 25 
and 26. The play will be­
gin each evening at 7 
p.m. and will last approx­
imately two hours. If you 
need overnight lodging, 

_ please call . . You may 
want to come with a 
church group or a Sun­
day school class. We 
look forward to seeing 
you. 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist lnstit1:1te, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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"You mentioned we would be learning 
about Noah's ark, and I thought you 

might need some visual aids." 

Classroom building construction begins 
By Bill Whittaker 

Students, faculty, staff and trust­
ees were to gather April 15 to break 
ground for the new classroom 
building. We have anticipated this 
for several years and look forward 
to using this facility during the 
1998-99 academic year. 

The structure contains a lecture 

interior completion during the fall 
and winter. 

Upon completion of the class­
room building, the library can be 
expanded into the area now occu­
pied by classes. The library has 
reached capacity use in the existing 
space. An archival unit also will be 
included. 

This new building will be the 
hall, five classrooms, 
bookstore and reception 
area. The $800,000 cost 
includes $600,000 for 
the building and a 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

first -view of the campus 
people will see when 
they round the curve into 
Clear Creek Valley. The 

facelift of the adjoining Aldridge 
Administration Building, $100,000 
for furnishings and $100,000 to en­
dow the operation of the facility. 

Almost half the construction 
cost has been committed through 
the Beyond 2001 Campaign. Suffi­
cient cash is on hand to place the 
building under roof and close it for 

design reinforces our 
mission to equip God-called ser­
vants for work in the churches. A 
new entrance already has improved 
our visibility and brought positive 
public comments. 

Continue to pray for the Lord to 
move the hearts of his people who 
will cover the remaining cost for 
this much-needed building. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear Creek Baptist Bible College, Pin~ville, Ky. 



PEOPLE 
Bracelets a constant reminder: 'What would Jesus do?' 
By Terri Finch Hamilton 
Religion News Service 

HOLLAND, Mich. (RNS)- The 
bracelets are everywhere. If you 
want one, just ask. 

Strap on a purple one, teal or 
rainbow stripe. But realize it comes 
with a daunting responsibility: You 
must live your life the way Jesus did. 

Businessmen, grandmothers, 
young people and kindergartners are 
wearing the simple nylon straps that 
read W.W.J.D. They pique curiosi­
ty by design. When someone asks 
what the letters mean, the wearer is 

-- expected to take the bracelet off and 
hand it.over. But not before explain­
ing the meaning of the mysterious 
letters: What Would Jesus Do? 

The bracelets started as a youth­
·grolip project at a Holland, Mich., 
church and have spread. Australians 
wear them. So do kids in the Domin­
ican Republic. And Spanish-speak- • 
ing priests. 

'Mike Freestone carries a few in 
his pockets wherever he goes. The 
HollaAd resident makes a living sell­
ing the bracelets for Lesco, a Lan­
sing, Mich., company selling im­
printed clothing and gift items. 

But Freestone often gives them 
away. It's what Jesus would do. 

"They'. re a personal reminder 
that you should live your life the 
way Jesu~ would," said Freestone, 

31. "You' re accountable for eve_ry 
minute of every day when you have 
that bracelet on." 

Wearers say the bracelets guide 
daily thoughts and actions, and fos­
ter ministry to others-particularly 
those who ask what it means. 

They come in eight colors, and 
sell for $1.50 or $2 each. Christian 
bookstores can hardly keep them in 
stock. Baker Book House in Kent­
wood, Mich., goes through about 
2,000 a month, said assistant man­
ager and gift buyer Donna Shene-
man. • 

"We started carrying them be­
cause of all the people coming in 
and asking for them," Sheneman 
said. "I have to keep replacing my 
grandkids' bracelets. They keep giv­
ing theirs away." 

The first shipment Family Book­
stores· ordered sold out in a week, 
said Michael Hupp, senior gift buy­
er for the national chain of Christian 
_stores, In 12 months the 186 stores 
have ·sold 225,000 bracelets. One 
recent week alone, they sold 5,000. 

Freestone estimates he'll sell 
600,000 this year. Christian book­
stores order them by the thousands. 
Churches buy 300 at a time. Mis­
sionaries take them to Mexico, In-
dia, Russia. • • 

"I wish I could say it was my 
great marketing genius that . has 
spread these across the country, but 

Bivocational 'tag-team' effort 
w-otkrng well, co-pastors say 
By Todil Deaton ing that time, he approached -church 
South Carolina Baptist Courier leaders with the bivocational, co-pas­

tor concept, and the congregation 
MECHANICSVILLE, S.C. embraced the idea. 

(BP)- The sign in front of the 242- The co-pastors note that ministry 
year-old church reads ''Heavenly eel- is not only shared between·them, but 
ebration: Thanking God for one year also with the laypeople. 

' of tag-te&m ministry." They point to the lay teams wJ:10 
In the_ past year, Mechanicsville serve communion, sing and share tes­

Baptist Church has added two new timonies with homebound members, 
pastors, two coffee makers, two. tape an expanding youth program, a week­
machines and two vans. And if:things ly "prayer closet" ministry and two 
keep going the way they ~r:e, .. the . weekday, laity-led Bible studies. , 
church may soon double its- active ':Prayer also is a key," Tanner says, 
membership and have to hold t\3/0 crediting the church's main pray-er 
morning services. who-·c6ordinates eight to 10 prayer 

Sixty people joined the church last groups. "Whenever there is a crisis, 
year-one new member for every two she will have 50 to 60 people praying 
active ones. :- • in less than an hour," he said. --· 

• "We're pretty much having to put . "Being there for the people· is also 
chairs out every Sunday," says essential," Tanner-adds, offering this 
Aubrey Phipps, who is co-pastor with advice for bi vocational ministers: 
Frankie Tanner. ''Get a: beeper, so you can be there 

"Tag-team ministry is a new·con- within one-half hour." • 
cept for bivocational pastors," ex- Phipps stresses teaching members 
plains Phipps. "But, it's really.an old to love one another. "We want people 
concept; Jesus sent out his disciples . to -feel at home through friendliness 
two-by-two to start something new." and personal contact," Phipps says. 

"For some folks at Mechanicsville, "People are hungry for God's love. 
it was quite an adjustment," Phipps We ask, 'Where are you hurting? 
admits. "On the plus side, Frankie and What can we do to help?"' 
I were strong friends. But we're also Perhaps the biggest change at Me­
totally different people with different chanicsville is blended worship styles. 
interests, gifts and personalities." Sunday morning is still a traditional 

The two have been close friends service, led by Tanner. Sunday night 
for about four years. They met while is a more contemporary approach, led 
Tanner was pastor of Kingsburg Bap- by Phipps. 
tist Church in Johnsonville, S.C., and "We're not here to change things, 
Phipps was working at a senior adult but we believe God is bringing· about 
housing complex. change," Tanner says. "When you 

Phipps served as Mechanicsville's sense God's hand and spirit moving, 
interim pastor for three months. Dur- then you go for it." 

we don'J really market them- it's ,"The bottom line is, it's a remind­
the work of God," Freestone said, a er about who we are, and much more 
burgundy bracelet strapped to his practical than a cross around my 
left wrist. "I never could have pre- neck," said Tinklenberg, now the 
dieted this." youth and education minister at New 

"If you're ready to 
take off your 
clothes with 
somebody, it's 

It started seven years ago in Jan- Hope Reformed Church in Powell, 
ie Tinklenberg's yo·uth group at Cal- Ohio. "Most of what Jesus would do 
vary Reformed Church in Grand is about work, so it's appropriate that 
Rapids, Mich. The kids were study- this bracelet is near my hand." 

kind of hard to 
take off that 
bracelet without 
thinking, 'Hmmm­
what am I doing 
here?"' 

ing Charles- Sheldon's Christian Tinklenberg had no idea the brace-
classic "In His Steps." Experts nave lets would be so popular. 
ranked the novel as one of the most- "We were just looking for some-
read in the world. thing for our youth group. It grew out 

Written in 1896, the novel tells the of a desire to find a tangible way to 
story of a self-satisfied Midwestern remind kids that we're called to make 
congregation challenged by a tramp a difference in this culture- not just 
during a Sunday service. No one re- sit in the pew at church. To really 
sponds to his pleas for help. make a difference, you have to leave 

Youth Minister Greg 
Stauffer 

"It seems to me," the ragged man church." . 
tells them, "there's an awful lot of Wearers say the bracelets are un­
trouble in the world that somehow flinching reminders. Would Jesus lie 
wouldn't exist if all the people who to his mother-in-law? Spank a child? 
sing such songs went and lived them Take credit for a co-worker's idea? 
out." "If you call yourself a Christian, 

The man dies in their midst. The and wear a bracelet that announces 
mm1ster and parishioners are you're. one, it's real important to do 
stunned- and shamed. So they pledge the right thing," said youth minister 
to live their lives for one year asking . .. Greg Stauffer. "Being a Christian is a 
themselves, "What Would Jesus Do?" -spiritual struggle we take part in, and 

Tinklenberg wanted her kids to do . people are watching you all the time." 
the same thing. But she thought they When people are,n't, the bracelet is, 
needed something tangible to remind .. he said- a fact he believes is keeping 
them. She went to Freestone, and they some kids out of trouble. "If you're 
decided on bracelets, based on .the . ready to take off your clothes with 
popularity of woven and beaded somebody, it's kind of hard to take.off 
friendship bracelets kids were wear- that bracelet without thinking, 
ing. 'Hmmm- what am I doing here?"' 

'#'-:i• 

Quilts a sound solution for church's noise problem 
By Pamela, Long 

· Religion News Service 

MOBILE, Ala.-The folks at Ashland Place 
United Methodist Church had a problem: the 
noise in the fellowship hall was deafening. 

Any time a group of children or.even a 
wedding reception convened in the hall, 
reverberation. from the cement·bl.ock walls was 
nerve-racking. • 

When the board· of trustees met a year ago to 
address the problem, the only woman on the 
panel suggested a somewhat unconventionahmd 
a tad old-fashion·ed solution:, qui!ts. : . · 

lt'.s a practical solution that ' ·, i-:,.. ,, 
also turned ouf to be a work of 
a~ . 

A year later, the answer to the 
acoustics problem hangs i~ the '· · 
fellowship hall in the form of a 
series Of five multicolored quilts 
designed and sewn by Joan 
Dodici, president of.Mobile's . 
quilters' guild, and Michele Ninift. 
• The quilts were designed to 

replicate the stained-glass 
windows in the balcony of the 
church's sanctuary. 

In all, it took Dodici and ,Nimtz 
just over a year-from the time 
they first photographed the 
church windows, made the 
patterns, purchased the fabric and 
sewed all the parts together-to 
create and complete the quilts. • 

Originally, the quilting duo 
wanted to use hand-dyed fabrics, 
but soon they realized they could 
not get all the colors they needed 

and eventually settled on suede cloth, a kind of 
100 percentcotton, !:lyed "color on top of color," 
Dodici said. 

And they had to search fabrics stores as far 
as away as Paducah, Ky., to find all the right 
colors. 

Dodici said she doesn't know for sure how 
much fabric was required to make the 34-by-90-
inch quilts. The backing alone took 13 yards. 
"And don't even ask me how many spools of 
thread," she said. • • 

All of the work was done by hand. ;,, 
"It had to be c;ut, pressed, sewn, all by hand, 

. nothing on jhe machine;» Dodi9_i said, '. . 
1 

• • ••• ; 

• . · ',.,; " • She and Nimtz. took' differenL 
parts of the ·c1~_flts~to,,work ,or;t •• 
separately-; and Dodici0 said she 
.took her handiwork with0·her., 
·everywhere, always worrying the 
pattern might not ,urn o'ul the 
way she and. Nimtz had 
envisioned it. • 

"No matter_ where i-took them 
when rwas working on them, . 
every person told me they were a 
church window,'.' she said. "I was 
thrilled to death they knew what it 
was." 

Dodici said the most 
complicated part of the task was 
sewing on the tiny strips of black 
that represent the rim or border 
"leading" between::the colored 
sections of the windows. 

Finley said she is proud of the 
finished product. "We came up 
with something that's not 
seasonal; and they're appropriate 
for any function." 
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BERT COMBS LEADERSHIP GRANTS HELPING 'TO TURN DREAMS INTO REALITY 
; 

Cumberland College students, Kimberly' Helton and Christopher D. Jones are two of the more 
than one hundred students attending Cumberland College with the assistance of the Bert Combs 
Leadership Grants. These grants are awarded annually to students from sixteen Eastern. Kentucky 
counties and four counties -in Tennessee, to honor Bert T. Combs, a Cumberland College alumnus 
and former Kentucky Governor. The Combs Leadership Grants are presented annually by The 
Honorable Sara Combs, widow of Governor Combs. 

Kimberly Helton came to Cumberland College as a Bert Combs Scholar 
in 1993 following her graduation from North Laurel High School in London. 
An elementary education major with emphasis in English- and 
communication, Kim was a member of Alpha Lambda Delta, the freshman 
honor society, and is currently a member of Sigma Tau Delta, the national 
English honor society. She is active in Appalachian Ministries and a member . 
of the Cumberland College Chorale. For her college workstudy position, she 
is e1nployed in the college's Academic Resource Center. She is a Sunday 
School teacher, works in Vacation Bible School and other children's activities 
and sings regularly in her church. 

Christopher Jones is a sophomore from 
Cawood and a member of Friendship Baptist Church. He is Vice 
President of the Cumberland College _Baptis·t Student .Union and is active 
in the Student Government Association, a business major wjth an 
emphasis in Accounting and a 1ninor in Computer Information Systems. 
Chris was pre,sident of the freshman honor society, Alpha Lambda Delta. 

Criteria for the Bert Combs Leadership Grant include the 
following: 1) must be a full-time student; (2)_ must rank in the top half of 
their graduating class; (3) must score at least' 19 on the ACT or 920 on 
the SAT; (4) must have applied for financial aid and be eligible for the 
Pell Grant; (5) Kentucky students must be eligible for the Kentucky 

-Tuition Grant; and must be a resident of Bell, Clay, Floyd, Knott, Knox, Harlan, Jackson, Laurel, 
Leslie, Letcher, Lincoln, McCreary, Owsley, Perry, Pulaski, Rockcastle, Wayne, or Whitley County 
in Kentucky or Anderson, Campbell, Clairborne, or Scott County in Tennessee. 

CUMBERLAND COLLEGE . . 
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If you would like information on· the 
Bert T. Combs Leadership Grant contact: 

Cumberland College 
Admissions Office 

6178 College Station Drive 
Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769 

1-800-343-1609 

• WILLIAMSBURG, KY 40769 

~ 
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