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Conscientious
shoppers sought
for Christmas

WASHINGTON (RNS)—
Charles Kernaghan, the man
who forced Kathie Lee Gif-
ford to stop sweatshop pro-
duction of her clothing line,
wants Americans “to shop
with a conscience” next
Christmas by buying from
companies that have joined a
campaign to end sweatshop
working conditions.

At a meeting last week
with labor, religious and hu-
man rights groups, Kernaghan
called for a “Holiday Season
of Conscience” to increase
Christmas shoppers’ support
for the White House Accord
to Address Sweatshop Abus-
es, expected to be approved by
President Clinton in October.

- The accord includes a code

..of conduct for companies pro-
ducing clothes and toys for
U.S. consumers, requires fac-
tories to monitor wages and
working conditions, and es-
tablishes a nonprofit associa-
tion to increase the number of
companies committed to not
using sweatshops.

Nike, Reebok, L.L. Bean
and Liz Claiborne are among
the U.S. companies that negoti-
ated the anti-sweatshop agree-
ment with groups such as the
Interfaith Center for Corporate
Responsibility, the National
Consumer League and the Rob-
ert F. Kennedy Center for In-

- ternational Human Rights.

Kemaghan cited the exam-
ple of a $19.99 Disney 101 Dal-
mations outfit that women in
Haiti sew for less than 30cents
an hour.

Depression is not a sin, ‘counselor says |

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (ABP)—Although
many people believe feeling blue is a
blight on their faith, depression is not
a sin, according to a veteran Christian
counselor.

“Depression does not reflect a per-
son’s faith experience, commitment to
Christ or obedience to God,” said
Glenn Booth, coordinator of the Tex-
as Baptist Ministers Counseling Ser-
vice.

Boath said Christians often come
to him saying, “If I were a person of
faith, I could get over this.”

“A lot of pressures, tensions, ill-
nesses and stressors can depress a per-
son,” Booth explained. “Depression is
the holistic body—mental, emotion-
al, physical and spiritual—responding
to life circumstances. Not all of us
have the same capacity for handling

depression.”

Two types of depression afflict
people, he said.

Clinical depression is a reaction to
a chemical imbalance in the body, he
added. Clinical depression often is
treatable by medicine.

Most people, however, occasion-
ally suffer from less-severe situation-
al depression, Booth said.

“Most of us are ‘depressed’ be-
cause things aren’t going right,” he

* said. “Our dreams are shattered; our

goals are blocked. Perhaps we lost a
job and can’t pay all our bills, our
marriage is under stress, or a child is
in jail or pregnant out of wedlock.

“As a result, we feel down, blue,
depressed.”

Clinical depression “can be very
debilitating,” Booth said. “A clinical-
ly depressed person can come to the
point where he doesn’t want to face
the world anymere.” Such a person

needs a physician’s help, he added.

But situational depression, no mat-
ter how bad it feels, is temporary and
not fatal, he insisted, noting people
who suffer from situational depression
can move forward and live productive
lives.

Most of the Jepressed people
helped by Ministei. Counseling Ser-
vice—and most people helped by their
ministers—suffer from common situ-
ational depression, Booth said. Like
everybody else who doesn’t have a
perfect life, they get out of bed and
get on with living, despite their trou-
bles.

“Situational depression often is
helped by accepting the fact depres-
sion and disappointment are part of
life,” he said. “By deciding to go on
despite feelings of depression, you
often don’t feel it as intensely as be-
fore.” :
M More about depression on-page 8

YOUTH REVIVAL Jarvis Williams embraces other youth during a recent revival meeting at First Baptist Church of Hindman. More than
90 people have become Christians during recent Sunday night youth services, at which Williams usually preaches. Story on page 3.

Churches find sending members on missions increases giving

By Sarah Zimmerman

SBC Home Mission Board

ELIZABETHTOWN—Several
years ago, Severns Valley Baptist
Church was challenged to start a
mission church in neighboring Ohio.

Some members feared the mon-
ey invested in the new church would
decrease Severns Valley’s financial
support of missions. In fact, the op-
posite has been the case.

“Our receipts increase as our
ministry increases,” said Tim Clark,
minister of education. Church mem-
bers also are involved in Baptist
Builders, disaster relief, another
church start and mission trips to
Russia and New Orleans.

When it comes to fund-raising,
“We have people who can say, ‘I’ve
seen this. I’ ve been there,’” he said.
Volunteers develop an emotional
and spiritual attachment to mission
causes, he added.

Being involved in missions also
makes people better church mem-

bers, Clark said. “When they go into
neighborhoods to invite kids to a
vacation Bible school in Ohio, it’s
like a light goes on in their heads and
they say, ‘I can do this at home.’”

Severns Valley Baptist Church il-
lustrates what many missions pro-
moters have said for a long time: the
best way to get church members to
give more money to missions may
be to send them away.

Missions involvement, whether
across town or across time zones, in-
creases financial support of mis-
sions, said Clark and other church
mission leaders.

Ed Bowman, minister of educa-
tion and senior adults at Eastmont
Baptist Church in Montgomery,
Ala., said that when members are in-
terested in missions, that interest in-
volves every .aspect of missions.

“The more involved they are, the
more likely they are to pray, go and
give,” he said, referring to three
types of missions support.

The church has held three Sun-

day morning worship services and
two Sunday school sessions for nine
years due to space limitations. They
could use a new building, but church
members give generously of them-
selves and their finances to mis-
sions.

In Tyler, Texas, members of
Southside Baptist Church take part
in mission work stretching from
Central America to North Tyler.
Pastor Ron Wells said the church is
not involved in missions as a fund-
raising effort; it just works that way.

“When people work alongside
missionaries with a contagious spirit
and see the raw human needs, mon-
ey is not an object. It’s a peripheral
issue. When we assume the posture
of obeying the Great Commission,
God blesses,” he said.

Mack Riggs, minister of missions
at First Baptist Church of Wood-
stock, Ga., agreed. “Because we got
involved around the world, God is
blessing us here. God blesses
churches that have his heart.”

Riggs is convinced that missions

‘support is not a financial problem

but a spiritual issue. “When people
get right with God, they take on his
heart; which is for the whole world.”
In 1995, Woodstock members
exceeded their church budget and
gave $780,000 to missions, includ-
ing the Cooperative Program and
special offerings for home, foreign
and state missions.
It’s impossible to “over challenge
people financially,” Riggs said.
His conclusion is supported by a
1992 survey of churches sponsoring
Southern Baptist Mission Service
Corps volunteers. (Mission Service
Corps volunteers serve in long-
range projects throughout America.)
Churches were asked how support-
ing volunteer missionaries affected
giving to Cooperative Program and
foreign missions offerings.
Churches reported that giving had
increased or had not been affected by
supporting volunteers. No church said
missions gifts decreased.
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Kentuckians nominated to SBC hoards

NASHVILLE—Thirteen Ken-
tuckians have been nominated for
election or re-election as trustees of
Southern Baptist Convention agencies
and institutions. Also, one Kentucki-
an has been named by SBC President
Tom Elliff to a convention commit-
fee.

Kentuckians nominated for elec-
tion to trustee boards and most com-
mittees will be voted on by messen-
gers to the SBC annual meeting in
Dallas June 17-19. They include:

il James Hales, retired bank presi-
dent and member of First Baptist
Church of Highland Heights, replac-
ing Terry Norris of Owensboro on the
SBC Executive Committee.

§ Willis Henson, pastor of Lone
Oak First Baptist Church in Paducah,
replacing Clark Brown of Madison-
ville on the Annuity Board.

0 Charles Gresham, pastor of Tem-

ple Baptist Church in Central City, to
a second term on the Foreign Mission
Board.

i Mark Bond, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of LaCenter, to the North
American Mission Board.

B Gary Southard, associate pastor
of Rose Hill Missionary Baptist
Church in Ashland, to the North
American Mission Board.

I Emma Day, layperson from Sev-
erns Valley Baptist Church in Eliza-
bethtown, to the North American Mis-
sion Board.

l John Rice of Manchester to a sec-
ond term on the Sunday School
Board.

 Gary Griesser, vocational evan-
gelist and member of Burlington Bap-
tist Church in Burlington, replacing
P.A. Stevens on Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary’s board.

B Chun Ro of Paducah to a second

term on Southern Seminary’s board.

B Jerry Rexroat of Louisville to a
second term on Southern Seminary’s
board.

I Arnold Caddell, layperson and
member of Erlanger Baptist Church
in Erlanger, replacing Lillian Butler of
Mayfield on the SBC committee on
order of business. g

I Bill Bartleman, a newspaper ed-
itor and member of Reidland Baptist
Church in Paducah, to the SBC com-
mittee on committees.

I Eddie Reynolds, pastor of Bullitt
Lick Baptist Church in Shepherds-
ville, to the SBC committee on com-
mittees.

Also, SBC President Elliff has
named one Kentuckian to a commit-
tee the president directly appoints:
Greg Nimmo, pastor of Hustonville
Baptist Church in Hustonville, to the
credentials committee.

Golden Gate trustees won’t close school

MILL VALLEY, Calif —Trustees
of Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary have reversed their April 8
decision to close the seminary’s
School of Church Music, based on the
voluntary resignation of two faculty
members.

Craig and Beth Singleton offered
to resign from the faculty if trustees
would reconsider and keep the music
school open.

Seminary President Bill Crews re-
portedly had been at odds with Craig
Singleton, former director of the mu-
sic school, for several years over mu-
sic styles and the direction the music

school should go. Neither Crews nor

Singleton has made public comments
about that matter.

The seminary administration pre-
sented trustees with concerns about
the financial viability of the music
school. Trustees then declared a “fi-
nancial emergency” and instructed
Crews to shut down the school effec-
tive July 31.

That action caught seminary fac-
ulty, students and donors by surprise.

Eight days after the trustee vote,
with news of the Singletons’ resigna-
tions in hand, trustees were polled by
telephone and unanimously voted to
restructure the music program rather
than close it.

Restructuring will make the school
“financially viable,” Crews said.

A financial analysis presented to
trustees showed rising costs combined
with falling revenue from years of
declining enrollment led to the music
program operating with deficits rang-
ing from $35,820 in 1994-95 to
$70,959 expected this fiscal year,
without including overhead costs.

Currently, 25 students are enrolled
in the seminary’s two church music

degree programs.

Since 1985, 60 degrees in church
music programs have been granted by
Golden Gate.

In addition to the Singletons, the
music school employs two other trust-
ee-elected faculty members, Max Ly-
all and Gary McCoy, current director
of the school. Several adjunct faculty
also are used to teach music courses.
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Fellowship projects modest growth in next year’s budget

ATLANTA (ABP)—After being
forced by plateaued income to make
mid-year budget cuts two years in a
row, the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship’s Coordinating Council is pro-
jecting modest growth in next year’s
spending plan but this time is hedg-
ing its bet. s

The Fellowship’s proposed 1997-
1998 budget includes a-new 2.5 per-
cent reserve fund to cover any surprise
shortfall. The $14.3 million budget
will be considered at the Fellowship’s
General Assembly, June 26-28 in
Louisville.”

“If we’ve done our work correct-
ly, we will not have to make budget
adjustments like the last two years,”
finance committee chair Ed Vick told
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the Coordinating Council at an April
17-19 meeting in Atlanta. “Unless we
have a major change in our giving
patterns, we will have some money
there for a shortfall.”

The new budget anticipates $8.1
million in undesignated receipts, a 5
percent increase, and sets a goal of
$4.5 million for an annual Global
Missions Offering. The budget re-
quires spending $584,487 from a glo-
bal-missions reserve fund. It calls for
a net gain of six in the Fellowship’s
140-member missionary force.

Amounts budgeted for student
scholarships and institutional support
at 11 theological schools supported by
the Fellowship drop significantly in
the proposed budget but are similar to

amounts actually spent this year, Vick
said.

Two new schools were added to
the list of schools receiving Fellow-
ship support: Hardin-Simmons Uni-
versity’s Logsdon School of Theolo-
gy in Abilene, Texas, and Campbell
University in Buies Creek, N.C. A
$15,000 line item in the current bud-
get for scholarships at Lexington
Theological Seminary in Kentucky
was dropped. :

Fellowship Coordinator Daniel
Vestal blamed “fear, ignorance and
indifference” for slowing growth in
the Fellowship. The clergy know
about CBF but are fearful of associat-
ing with the group, he said. “Laypeo-
ple really don’t know what is going

on,” he added, and both groups are
indifferent.

Vestal outlined five “essential ini-
tiatives” to spur growth in the Fellow-
ship: starting new churches; develop-
ing a job-placement service for min-
isters; advocating women in ministry;
becoming a multi-cultural, multi-lan-
guage, multi-ethnic fellowship; and
exploring annuity and medical insur-
ance programs for churches and min-
isters.

Vestal said the Fellowship must
resist the “‘tendency to recreate the
Southern Baptist Convention” by cre-
ating institutions to solve every prob-
lem. “The pressure is intense to act
like we own and operate institutions,”
he warned.
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Youth revival services result in 90 new chrrstlans so far

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

HINDMAN—A revival that began
after the death of a popular cheerlead-
er last year has resulted in more than
90 people becoming Christians in the
past two months.

Mike Caudill, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Hindman, said the lat-
est development began at a Sunday
night youth service March 9. After 10
youth accepted Jesus as their person-
al Savior, Caudill urged the church to
continue the ministry to teenagers.

That led to ongoing Sunday night
youth services. At least two people
have made professions of faith in
Christ each week.

“It’s rocking this whole county,”
Caudill said. “We’re having cross-de-
nominational attendance in church.
It’s incredible how churches are
reaching across denominational lines
and trying to get our kids to come to
their place.”

The services feature skits, mime,
interpretive dance, music and preach-
ing. Commonly lasting at least two
hours, they recently inspired “after
glow” meetings that' sometimes run
until midnight.

The latter provide additional op-
portunities for testimonies and music
from a contemporary Christian band
composed of First Baptist youth.

Of the new Christians since early
March, almost 90 percent have been
teens, Caudill said. Three dozen of the
converts had been baptized by April
27.

To follow up on these decisions,
First Baptist established the “Nehemi-
ah Team,” adults who disciple youth
converts. The church also has a new
believers’ Sunday school class.

The youth-centered revival also

-inspired a “Burn The World” night in

early April. About 80 teens gathered
to burn music tapes, compact discs, T-
shirts, Ouija boards and other materi-

als they deemed to be “unwhole--

some,” Caudill said.

Among those who have made pro-
fessions of faith is Christopher Prater,
who accepted Christ at First Baptist’s
vacation Bible school but never had
been baptized.

He is the brother of Merri Kathryn
Prater, the cheerleader at Knott Coun-
ty Central High School who died in
April 1996 from injuries sustained in
a single-car accident.

Two dozen people accepted Christ
as their Savior four days after her
death, and a dozen more conversions
soon followed. Jarvis Williams and
Mark Combs, two of her friends who
became Christians last year, are the
main speakers at the youth services.

Williams, the first African-Ameri-
can to join First Baptist, preaches at
the youth services. He plans to be-
come a pastor after college.

“This is pretty awesome,” he said.
“I’m just grateful I’m a part of it. The
highlight has been getting up there and
preaching God’s word and seeing
family members and friends walk the
aisles.”

The former Knott Central baseball
and basketball player credited Merri
Kathryn with inspiring the current
move of God’s Spirit.

“She’s touched my life and a lot of
others. When we saw her lying in that
hospital bed fighting for her life, it
made me look at my own life. From
that point on, I felt the Lord saying,
‘Jarvis, it’s time you gave your life to
me.’

Combs, who became a Christian

WILLIAMSBURG—Sub-
scription rates for the Western Re-
corder are not scheduled to in-
crease for the coming year.

The newspaper’s board of di-
rectors adopted a 1997-98 budget
of slightly more than $1 million
during their spring meeting April
28-29 at Cumberland College in
Williamsburg.

The budget projects no rate in-
crease for subscribers or advertis-

-lers;

Subscription rates will contin-
ue to be $8.50 per copy per year
for the church subscription plan
and $10.60 per year for individual
subscriptions.

“Because we know many
churches face tight financial situa-
tions, we dre doing our best to hold
the line on subscription prices for
the Western Recorder, even though
our production costs are increas-
ing,” said Editor Mark Wingfield.

“The Recorder’s church news-
page plan continues to be the best
value for nearly any church that
publishes a church newsletter,” he
added. “By using the newspage
plan,. churches still may send a
newsletter and the full content of

Western Recorder trustees approve
1997-98 hudget without rate increases

" however, the Recorder’s free pas-

the Recorder to every member
family for 17 cents per week, less
than the cost of a postcard.”

In other business, the Recorder
board adopted an official policy to
provide one free copy of the news-
paper to every Kentucky Baptist
Convention pastor.

“The Recorder has practiced
this policy for as long as any of us
can remember, but it never had
been spelled out,” Wingfield ex-
plained.

“The board thinks it is impor-
tant for every pastor to receive the
Recorder,” he said.

At this time of clarification,

tor list will be cleaned off and pas-
tors will be asked to indicate
whether they want to continue re-
ceiving the free copy, he said. :

A letter requesting this informa-
tion should be sent to every KBC
pastor in the coming weeks.

According to the new policy, all
Kentucky directors of missions
also may receive free subscrip-
tions.

Only one free copy will be sent
to any church or associational of-
fice.

INVITATION Students respond durrng a youth revrval service at First Baptist Church of

Hindman.

the night Prater died, said he realized
the drugs and other things he had been

doing weren’t helping him. Today, he

said, he feels called to become a youth
pastor.

“I just feel so unworthy to be used
the way God is using us right now,”
he said. “A lot of people say it’s be-
cause of Brother Mike, Jarvis or me,
but we stress every Sunday night that
we’re just the tools. God is using us
to get to the people.”

Nor is this activity limited to
church. A youth team has given testi-
monies at a local school and a service
was held last Sunday night at the high
school. Youth from Smithsboro Bap-
tist Church helped stage the event.

Caudill said he has seen God move
in the past, but nothing that compares
to this revival.

“Our youth minister walks up and

~ LOUISVILLE—
today'?” .

- Parents, day care workers babysrtters~—— .
anyone dealmg wrth chrldren——-know these words

~ are coming.

. For child care workers wrth Kentucky Baptlst
- Homes for Children, the question is especially

- important because the goal of recreational.
~ activities in the agency’s programs is not srmply

~diversion or burning physrcal energi
j_young, active bodies. ‘
. ;Instead staff look at pla‘

"“suffe Vfry()ll"f.l stress releted erlments .

down the hall at school and kids are
talking about God. I'm talking about
kids who were on cocaine, who had

severe, terrible drug use problems.

Parents’ mouths drop open in the con-
gregation when their kids say, ‘I’ve
been delivered from drugs.” These
kids are being set free.” ’

Caudill said that while the revival
is a tribute to Merri Kathryn Prater,
he also credits the church’s Promise
Keepers men’s group.

After attending a rally three years
ago, the men began meeting at the
church every Tuesday night to pray.
They have interceded for many of the
teens who recently became Christians,
he said. “This prayer ministry has
done more for me in shaping and de-
veloping my commitment to the Lord

' than anything I’ve experienced in the

life of the church.”
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home in Loursv

~ The primary job of Nancy Gurley, actlvrtres ’
drrector and Rick Mannel recreatronal :

e I8 answerrng the questron v
_“What are we gol ng to do today?” in a way that
helps children progress in the. healmg process
~ “Playisan mtegral part of developing
healthy ideals,” Gurley said. “It's very tmportant'
to have the freedom to play and to enjoy

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Mid-Continent
Baptist Bible College will
offer its first annual
church drama
conference July 14-18
and July 21-25. More
information about the
conference is available
from the institution in
Mayfield at (800) 232-
4662.

B Paul Fiddes,

an English educator,
theologian and author,
will deliver Georgetown
College’s keynote
speech at the
undergraduate

‘commencement

ceremony, May 10 at 10
a.m.

B Georgetown College
has been awarded a
$25,000 grant to
establish a new interest-
free loan fund for
students in need of
financial assistance. The

‘award came from Fifth:

Third Bank of Cincinnati,
trustee of the Charles
Schell Foundation.

~ yourself. That’s a big roadblock to health fora '
ot of these kids. If they don’t have fun thmgs

. ta do, they [ tend to turn toward negatlve

{‘.burldlng are very_ |mbortant "f o
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More on York

In response to both Bruce Truman
and Chip Hutcheson’s letters (April
29, page 4), I too must agree that the
Western Recorder’s coverage of Her-
shael York’s resignation as pastor of
Ashland Avenue Baptist Church to
join the faculty of Southern Seminary
was quite disheartening.

Obviously, Mark Wingfield’s bi-
ases got in the way of what could have
been a very objective and informative,
if not an 1nsp1rat10na1
story.

I have known York
personally for almost 20
years. As a former staff
member of Ashland Av-
enue and co-laborer with
him, I know first-hand
that God has anointed
him in a mighty way. He
is a talented and gifted
speaker, a phenomenal
teacher, a dedicated pas-
tor and a devoted family man who
loves his wife and children.

His ministry focuses on changing
lives for the glory of God and not
merely building a big church. He is
active in the community and has a
heart for lost people. His deep com-
mitment to personal evangelism and
training others how to witness has led
Ashland Avenue to establish one of
the strongest Evangelism Explosion
ministries in the nation. Pastors and
laypersons from across America have
come to study evangelism.

During the years I ministered with
York, I learned more from the Scrip-
tures and grew more spiritually than
in any other period of my life. He
taught me about God’s grace and that

it is indeed greater than all my sin. I

am the man. I am today because of

Hershael York and Ashland Avenue

Baptist Church. Southern Seminary is

fortunate to be getting someone of his
caliber. I wish him Godspeed.

: Richard Burns

Nicholasville

Faith in Nike

As a teacher of high school stu-
dents and a parent of elementary and
middle school students, I am fully
aware of the high esteem Nike re-
ceives from our younger generation.
When Walter Brueggemann (April
22, page 13) said, “Jeremiah is proba-
bly the part of the Hebrew Bible we

ought to be reading right now,” I was -

and still am.
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I found that much of what this
scholar had to say made sense. Our
nation does seems to be trying desper-
ately to fill a great void with Nike, new
cars and “things” that cannot satisfy.
Some of us know that only God can
fill that void.

It is our responsibility, as a church,
to pray for our nation and ask God to
cause a great awakening of his pres-

-ence among us. It is not that he has

left us, but that we have left him.

As Christians, we should seek him
in our work place, in our
home and in our Sab-
baths. I, too, believe the
Sabbath is an antidote to
our anxiety from the rat
race we live in. On this
day we can be reminded
that nothing is more im-
portant than our Christ.

The Book of Jeremi-
ah is not hard to under-
stand; Jeremiah simply
tells Israel that God de-
mands that the nation acknowledge,
worship and honor him alone, repent
from their sinful ways or continue in
the path they are and be destroyed. I
believe America needs to do the same
or reap whatever consequence God
may have in store.

Israel’s problem was worship of
pagan gods like Baal; America’s prob-
lem is the worship of pagan gods like
money, status, etc.

My prayer is that God will have
mercy on America and cause a great
awareness of his presence and a great
acceptance of him among our people.

Dorie Raybuck
Lexington

Study it yourself

I would like to commend Paul
Blizard for his rebuttal in the April 15
opinion commentary.

It is a very simple matter to find
out the difference in cults from a true
Christian, by going to God’s word.
When one studies you will find how
to distinguish truth from false teach-
ing.

First, we need to test to see if it is a
true message, by finding out if they
agree that Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
actually became man with a human
body. If they do not believe this, it is
not from God, so anyone who is
against Christ is not from God. John
says that “no man comes to the Fa-
ther but through me.” :

1 John 1:7-11 tells us to watch out
for false leaders (cults) who do not

believe that Christ came to earth as a
human being with a body like ours.
These people are against Christ and
the truth. They cannot have the Father
without the Son (1 John 2:22-23).

1 John 2:27 says that one should
live in Christ and never depart from
him. The only way we can have eter-
nal life is through God’s Son and be-
lief in him (1 John 5:1,12-13).

1 John 5:7 tells us there are three
that bear record in heaven, the Father,
the Word (Jesus) and the Holy Ghost
and these three are one.

My advice to everyone is to study
for yourself God’s word, to be able to
know what the truth is, so that you will
not miss out on eternal life.

Wanda Howard
Penrod

On salvation

Suppose a person once saved could
be lost again. Suppose such a person
to gain heaven would have to be saved
all over again.

But suppose the person in question
never did get saved the second time
and, departing this life a lost man,
went finally to the lake of fire—after
having been “saved?”

In what sense, then, was he first
saved? What was he saved from? Was
he saved from the penalty of sin? No,
for he did not escape the lake of fire.
Was he saved from the power of sin?
No, for he fell back into sin and died
alost man. And most assuredly he was
not saved from the presence of sin, for
none this side of heaven have yet been
saved from that.

What was he saved from then? The
answer is: Nothing at all!

He may have thought he was
saved. He may have felt saved. He
may have acted as though he was
saved. His friends may have thought
he was saved, but in the final analy-
sis, he was saved from nothing.

Salvation, to be anything more
than a mere term, must be everlasting.
Any person who has been saved has
been eternally saved.

Does this mean we must wait until
this life is over to find out? No. We
may be saved now and know it. This
is evident from such passages as 1
Corinthians 1:18, where the Apostle
Paul refers to “us which are saved.”

How can we be saved? See John
3:36. “He that believeth on the Son”—
that’s when you get it. “Everlasting
life”—that’s how long it lasts.

James C. Pierce
Burkesville

Keeping fit in the Lord

We live in a time when everyone
is concerned about their bodies. The
fitness craze has swept us all up in a
flurry of diets, new exercises and
workout videos. Everyone wants to
live more healthy and productive
lives.

Did you know the
Lord Jesus is con-
cerned about his
body? He wants us to
project a good image of himself to our
friends, family and community. How-
ever, we sometimes become lazy and
lethargic. We have-gotten out of
shape. I would like to suggest a few
high-impact exercises to help us be-
come spiritually fit:

B Deep knee bends. All of us
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should bend our knees all the way to
the floor in prayer to our Heavenly
Father. “The fervent prayer of a righ-
teous man availeth much.”

§ Chins ups. Have you ever seen
someone walking with their head
down, looking lonely
and depressed? May-
be you could be the
one God uses to en-
courage that person.
Write a letter, make a phone call, go
on a visit to let them know God loves
them. You’d be surprised how much
you could do to help lift the chin up.

I Weight lifting. It’s a sad commen-
tary that in the average church in
America, only 20 percent of the peo-
ple do 80 percent of the work. That

puts a heavy burden, both physically
and financially, on the few actively
serving. You can lift that weight off
their shoulders by finding an area of
ministry and getting involved.

0 The Philippians 4:8 diet. Watch
what you consume. “Finally, my
brethren, whatever is true, whatever

.is noble, whatever is right, whatever

is pure, whatever is lovely, excellent
or praiseworthy, think on these
things.”

Are you more influenced by TV,
movies, men’s opinion or God’s
word? Put down the remote and pick
up a copy of God’s word. Let God
transform you by the renewing of your
mind (Romans 12:2).

Danny Haynes, pastor
First Baptist Church
Middletown

B cHiLDREN R
What is Kentucky
for Kids Day?

By Jewell Nelson

Q. Can you tell me more
about Kentucky for Kids Day?
A. “Kentuckians realize
children to be our greatest re-
' source; and
- “We be-
lieve each
child is a
unique,
precious
creation;

FAMILY

~ aresponsibility to adv
| behalf of our children
~ they can grow strong and
healthy in mind, body and sp
- it, in order that they may in furn
~ become. v1tal productlve .
adults. S .
. “Now therefore, T Paul E.
Patton, governor of the Com-
. monwealth of Kentucky, do
__hereby proclaim May 31, 1997,
~ as Kentucky for Kids Day.”
~ (Prom a proclamation by
~ the governor of Kentucky).
Here are just a few of the
groups saying, “Yes! We want
- to come together and show that
Kentucky cares for its chil-
. dren”: Kentucky Woman'’s
' ('mary Union; agencies of

o :Brmg your famil: v
 your state capitol and to enjoy
 the day. Bring your neighbors.
- Bring, also, a new teddy bear
to be used by agenc1es tocom-
fort children in crises. ‘

Jewell Nelson is associate di-
rector of the KBC's Sunday school
department.




OPINION

'HE SAID/SHE SAID

Real men may cry, but they
never carry their own tissues

According to the latest authoritative
study, real men ought to cry. Seems
it's good for your health.

A news report out of Atlanta, home
of the Braves and other real men, cites
the research of Bill Frey, who
reportedly has studied crying for more
than 25 years. Sounds depressing to
‘me but, hey, it’s his life.

So what has Frey learned? Women
average 5.23 crying episodes per
, month, compared to only 1.4 per
month for men. That's hardly news to any man who's lived
with a woman through an entire month.

Now I'll be the first to admit that I'm one of those men
who cries easily. .

| cry most easily at weddings. | don’'t know why; maybe
it's the joy of the moment or maybe it's just sympathy
pains. Whatever the reason, | find it harder to hold back
tears at weddings than funerals.

The Hallmark greeting card commercials that run during
the Christmas season also make me a puddle.

| know I'm in good company, though. Bill Marshall, the
recently retired executive secretary-treasurer of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention, is one of my crying buddies.
He was notorious among KBC staff for dripping tears on the
podium every time he began to reminisce. So at one of his
retirement events, the staff presented him with a huge
bucket and towel to catch his tears.

On rare occasions, I've noticed it seems easier for most
men to cry. On a recent Sunday at our church, a young man
who had been severely beaten in a racially-motivated attack
stood to give a spontaneous testimony about how God had
given him freedom to forgive his attackers.

As he pleaded with the children and youth in the
congregation not to give in to hatred and racial division,
there wasn’t a dry eye in the house. And through my own
tears | noticed it was the fathers and grandfathers who were
crying the most.

HESAID

Mark Wingfield

Seeing a male cry touches me in a
different way than seeing another
female cry. It's not that I'm not
sympathetic to a female. But seeing a
female cry is a much more common
sight than seeing a male cry.

Women are quick to offer moral
support and a shoulder to cry on for
another female. Like mother hens we
gather around the distressed person,
offering sympathy and comfort.

- Men are more likely to make a joke
or pretend not to notice until the male has himself under
control again. :

| respect a man who isn't afraid to cry in public (except
for televangelists, who turn it on and off like a water faucet).
Some women also use the televangelist ploy as a weapon to
manipulate others. You can get out of all sorts of sticky
spots if you become a watering pot at a crucial moment.

Mark’s tendency to cry at weddings is a bit embarrassing
though. He might only be slightly acquainted with the
couple and still turn into a puddle. I've learned to be
prepared with loads of tissue in my purse. (Real men may
cry, but they rarely carry tissues.)

Although | cry more often than the average male, | also
am guilty of the volcanic syndrome—holding in my feelings
until they erupt into a massive lava flow. Not a pretty sight.

If we want to share one another’s burdens as well as the
joys, we have to be willing to show our vulnerability. Jesus
wept. So can we.

SHESAID_

Alison Wingfield

Selfishness typifies our divorce culture

Larry King is celebrating 40 years in broadcasting.
This icon of American talk radio and TV has carried
on a long relationship with his profession while run-

 ning through brief relationships with six wives.

You’d think with that much experience King would
be an authority on marriage. But a recent interview
proved he’s willing to talk about marriage more than
work at one.

For this interview, the tables were
turned, and King found himself on the in-
terviewee’s side of the microphone. The radio inter-
viewer began prying into King’s views on marriage.

Love, King replied, is one of the few things in life
that can’t be explained or understood. So it was im-
possible for him to say why people start loving each
other and then stop loving each other.

But more importantly, King attempted to justify his
marital excess by quoting a famous psychiatrist who
once told him, “I’'m always suspicious of anyone
who’s married to the same person for 50 or 60 years.
I wonder what part of themselves has been lost, what
has been sacrificed.”

The moral of this story, King explained, is that it’s
not natural for two people to grow emotionally and
intellectually at the same rate and in the same direc-
tion. Inevitably, the enlightened person will outgrow
his or her spouse and be ready for a better-suited com-
panion, he suggested.

Each of his six wives matched his particular stage
of development at the time, King said. Each served
her purpose for the moment.

While King expressed his own views based on his
own experiences, his attitude represents much of
what’s wrong with marriage in America today. He
could be a poster child for our divorce culture.

The comments of King’s psychiatrist friend are
insightful, but not in the way he or King intended them.
We should not be suspicious of couples who remain

EDITORIAL REREEELs

married for a lifetime but rather should examine their
model to understand what marriage is all about.
Sacrificing and giving up self must not be viewed
as anegative to be avoided in marriage; instead it must
be seen as an essential requirement. We should not be
suspicious of anyone who sacrifices part of himself
or herself to make a marriage work, because such sac-
rifice is the essence of what marriage is

Thus the Apostle Paul admonishes
husbands and wives to submit to one another in mu-
tual respect. And this is the basis upon which the au-
thor of Genesis 2:24 explains that “a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and
they shall become one flesh.” |

Marriage is not a limited partnership in which each
partner retains independence but files a joint tax re- ;
turn. Rather, marriage is the kind of unexplainable
partnership in which each partner retains a distinct
identity while merging his or her life with the spouse.

King’s view of marriage is self-centered, whereas
a healthy view of marriage is spouse-centered or mar-
riage-centered. A paradox of marriage is finding that
your own needs are met not by seeking to have them
met but by meeting the needs of your spouse.

Two extremes are equally dangerous to a mar-
riage—focusing wholly on oneself or wholly on one’s
spouse. It’s not either/or but both/and.

While it is true that many couples grow apart emo-
tionally and intellectually, that must be viewed as a
symptom of marital problems rather than the expla-
nation for marital problems. Something else has gone
wrong if wildly different growth patterns occur.

Marriages fall apart for many reasons. Some seem-
ingly can’t be helped, but many can. And among those
marriage-killers that can be stopped, the kind of self-
ishness King advocates lies at the root. |

— Mark Wingfield

Just a weekend gardener?

one thing.
Our family has just completed the

" church’s strategic plan-

By Carey Newman

My friend motioned for me to
join him at the table. As I did, I re-
alized this was not going to be a
normal Wednesday
evening dinner conver-
sation. I had unwitting-
ly become part of an ad
hoc meeting of the

ning committee.

The question was
asked: “Isn’t it our job
to evangelize those who
do not enjoy salva-
tion?”

“No, we should concentrate all
our efforts on creating the best wor-
ship experience possible,” came the
retort.

A third voice chimed in: “Gee, I
thought we were here to help those
less fortunate.”

During a brief pause, my friend
looked at me and asked, “Do you
want in on this discussion?”

Trying to define (and thus live) the
kingdom of God has always been a
difficult task. One option is to retreat
from the harsh realities of the world

MATTERS

in the attempt to preserve the king-
dom’s distinctiveness. The option at
the other end of the spectrum seeks to
make meaningful compromises be-
tween the kingdom and the world. If
the first option fails to
see its obligation to the
world, then the second
option fails to distin-
guish the kingdom from
the world.

In Jesus’ own estima-
tion, the kingdom was
(and still is) uniquely
tied to his deeds, his
words and his fate. Jesus
issued a prophetic call to
the people of Israel to live out their
true, intended destiny as a light to the
world. In the name of the kingdom
Jesus directly addressed social real-
ties: he scandalously stood with the
outcasts and unflinchingly preached
economic justice.

By confronting individuals with
the challenge of transformation, Jesus
defined the kingdom as a personal
choice. As Jesus’ miracles and resur-
rection graphically portray, the king-
dom was at war with evil. The king-
dom, according to Jesus, was not just

spring ritual of whipping the yard into
shape. The process included the regu-
lar tasks of raking out dead leaves,
trimming the bushes, fertilizing the
grass and spaying for weeds. This year
it also included the nasty task of haul-
ing off old building materials stacked
behind the shed and re-seeding that
part of the yard.

We even—at Leanne’s insistence
and direction, but without her help!—
planted flowers. The yard itself dic-
tated what needed to be done, wheth-
er protecting and nurturing what al-
ready was there, re-claiming what was
forsaken or even waging war on that
which destroys.

Jesus did not retreat from what he
found; neither did he simply blend in
with his contemporaries. Jesus did the
most daring thing possible: He sought
to make everyone he came in contact
with more whole. We should do the
same. ‘

1 told the group to get the rakes and
hoes, for the world is a very untidy
place. If we are to follow Jesus’ lead,
then there is no limit on what finally
qualifies as kingdom work—be it nur-
turing faith, reclaiming damaged lives
or waging war on evil.
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WASHINGTON (ABP)—After
a second round of revisions to an
Oklahoma congressman’s proposal
to amend the U.S. Constitution, a
major religious lobby, the National
Association of Evangelicals, en-
dorsed the measure last. week.

Previously the NAE opposed the
Religious Freedom Amendment,
which Rep. Ernest Istook, R-Okla.,
plans to introduce in Congress the
week of May 5. -

The Southern Baptist Christian
Life Commission also opposed an
early draft of the measure but signed
on in support after it was revised
slightly during a meeting with CLC
officials and others April 21.

“This is yet another addition to a
long list of supporters who prayer-
fully wish to restore religious free-

 the report said. ;

The study macle no estlmate as to how replacmg the -
" ndtion’s income tax system with a national retail sales tax
 could affect charitable gifts by individuals. lemg up a
~ purchase to make a charitable gift or to put money in
~ savings would reduce taxes under a system based on
: 'consumptlon the study sald ‘ .
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dom, to repair how courts have dis-
torted the First Amendment. The
public has long waited to reverse 30
years of court rulings such as those
against prayer in the public
schools,” Istook said after the NAE
endorsed the latest proposal.

While previous language would
have barred government from deny-
ing a benefit due to religion, the lat-
est text would prevent government
from denying “equal access to a
benefit on account of religion.”

In a press release, the NAE said
the amendment addresses the basic
concern of the evangelical commu-
nity “that government not deny
equal access to public benefits on
account of religion.” Don Argue,
president of the NAE, said “the
change to include the phrase ‘ac-

cording to the dictates of con-
science’—together with Rep. Is-
took’s assurance that minority rights
are protected—secures individual
rights of conscience.”

While the CLC and the NAE said
the new Istook language. satisfied
their concerns, other church-state
specialists said there was little sub-
stantive difference among Istook’s
three proposals.

_Baptist Joint Committee Execu-
tive Director James Dunn called the
changes cosmetic. The BJC remains
opposed to any proposed constitu-
tional amendment.

“I’d rather not have my rehglous
liberty be based upon the assuranc-
es of Mr. Istook or any other gov-
ernment official. Baptists bled and
died for constitutional guarantees

NAE adds its support to Religious Freedom Amendment

that an uninformed, ill-advised law-
maker would diminish,” Dunn said.

Melissa Rogers, associate gener-
al counsel at the BJC, said the re-
vised amendment still would permit
government to endorse religion in
various ways which courts now rule
as unconstitutional.

“While it would take the courts
years to decide what the amendment
actually means, the amendment
would still appear to permit students
to use the school intercom to lead
their class in prayer or a judge or
juror to lead the courtroom in
prayer,” Rogers said. She added that
the new language would “still open
the door to government funding of
churches, synagogues, mosques and
other pervaswely sectarian institu-
tions.”

Critics: Gambling commission has pro bias

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Anti-
gambling groups are criticizing the
make-up of President Clinton’s Na-
tional Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission.

On April 28 Clinton named his
three final picks for the nine-member
commission: Nevada Gaming Control
Board Chairman Bill Bible, former
New Jersey State Treasurer Richard
Leone and Robert Loescher, who
works for an American Indian envi-
ronmental company based in Alaska.

Ralph Reed, executive director of
the Christian Coalition, called the
commission “tainted before it begins.”

“As the unfolding campaign fi-
nance scandal highlights, President
Clinton has now sold his appointment

to the highest bidder and has made this
body the best commission money can
buy,” Reed said.

White House spokesman Mike
McCurry said the president labored to

“make sure he has structured a com-,

mission that really does takeina van—
ety of points of view.”

But Tom Grey, executive director
of the National Coalition Against Le-
galized Gambling, an umbrella orga-
nization of religious groups and other
gambling opponents, said Bible and
two other appointees are biased to-
ward casinos.

“It’s like appointing representa-
tives of R.J. Reynolds, Philip Morris
and Liggett to a panel studying tobac-
co. It’s just wrong,” Grey said.

Fewer teens having sex, more
using hirth control, study says

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
percent of teens having sex dropped
in 1995 for the first time in 25 years, a
National Survey of Family Growth
reported.

The survey released last week
shows teens also are using birth con-
trol at an increased rate. The 1995 sur-
vey, an in-depth government study
conducted every five years, said half
of all teen girls between 15 and 19
have had sex at least once.

The percent of girls having sex had

 risen steadily, from 29 percent in 1970

to 55 percent in 1990, before dropping
to 50 percent in 1995.

But Donna Shalala, secretary of
health and human serv1ces says teen

‘WASHINGTON (RNS)—Presi-
dent Clinton signed a law last week
banning the use of federal funds to pay

" for doctor-assisted suicide.

.'havé dropped from én'estlmated $104 bllllon to $71 blllan, ‘igf ‘

Clinton called the Assisted Suicide
Funding Restriction Act “appropriate
legislation,” saying he has always
been personally opposed to assisted
suicide. “While I have deep sympa-
thy for those who suffer greatly from
incurable illness, I believe that io en-
dorse assisted suicide would set us on
a disturbing and perhaps dangerous

pa .n

pregnancy remains a problem. About
40 percent of young women become
pregnant before they are 20, the high-
est teen pregnancy rate among indus-
trialized nations.

The National Campaign to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy, a new campaign
launched by Shalala, aims to cut teen
pregnancy rates by one-third within
10 years.

The campaign rejects the idea that
sex education and access to birth con-
trol prevent pregnancy. Instead, orga-
nizers want to convince teens that get-
ting pregnant is a bad idea, and they
plan to use TV public service an-
nouncements to get their message
across.

_Clinton signs suicide fundmg i

The measure bars the use of feder-
al funds for doctor-assisted suicide,
but does not address other controver-
sial issues such as the so-called “right
to die.” It also does not prohibit the
use of non-federal funds for assisted
suicide.

Clinton said the law does not bar
using federal funds for meetings or
other kinds of forums in which the is-
sue might be discussed or debated.

The bill passed Congress with an
overwhelming majority: 398-16 in the
House and 99-0 in the Senate.

Two other members of the com-
mission with “known casino ties,”
according to Grey, are Terri Lanni,
chief executive of the MGM Grand
Casino, who was appointed by House
Speaker Newt Gingrich; and John
Wilhelm, whose International Hotel
and Restaurant Employees Union rep-
resents casino workers, appointed by
House Minority Leader Dick
Gephardt.

Both organizations say they will be
watching every step the commission
makes.

“We will attend every commission
hearing, monitor every meeting, and
offer to the panel every piece of data
and research we can get our hands

,” Grey said.

Breakout nets
new Christians

NASHVILLE (BP)—More
than 1,300 college students and
student ministry workers from
across the United States partici-
pated in a spring break Christian
outreach program coordinated by
the Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board’s National Student
Ministry. y

The results: 276 people made
first time professions of faith in
Jesus as their personal Savior,
said student ministries consultant
Bob Hartman,

" In addition to the new Chris-
tians, Hartman said, is the minis-
try skills learned from the minis-
try event.

“BreakOut *97” involved stu-
dents in outreach projects at five
locations:: New Orleans; Panama
City, Fla.; Lake Havasu, Ariz.,
Key West Fla. and Daytona
Beach, Fla.

BreakOut pammpants offered
‘a variety of free ‘services to stu-
dents on spring vacation, using
the encounters as an opportunity
to discuss Christianity

More than 10,000 students at-
tended free pancake breakfasts,
and more than 7,600 students ac-
cepted free van rides, Hartman
said. In addition, coffee houses
attracted 3,700 students.




Diverse faith groups meet to fight poverty

By David Anderson
Religion News Service

PHIL ADELPHIA—In what some
called a historic step, nearly 60 top
U.S. religious leaders, grassroots ac-
tivists and policy advocates spanning
the political spectrum gathered in Phil-
adelphia April 26 to seek common
ground in mounting a renewed nation-
al fight against poverty.

No specific agreements or policy
proposals were announced, but partic-
ipants said the most significant fact of
the meeting was that it happened at
all.

“Today, we made a critical moral
shift from the old, tired debate over
welfare reform to the deeper and more
biblical agenda of overcoming pover-
ty in this nation,” said Jim Wallis, a
convener of Call to Renewal, the net-
work of evangelical and mainline
Protestant and Roman Catholic social
activist groups that orgamzed the
meeting.

Representatives from groups as
diverse as the National Council of
Churches and the National Associa-
tion of Evangelicals, Pax Christi and
Progressive National Baptist Conven-
tion, the Interfaith Alliance and Prom-
ise Keepers, spent the eve of the Pres-
idents’ Summit on America’s Future

in closed-door sessions breaking
down stereotypes of one another and
identifying areas of potential agree-
ment and disagreement, accordmg to
participants.

Among the major agreements: that
as welcome as the summit on volun-
teering was, volunteerism cannot be a
substitute for government action to
fight poverty and racism.

“A merely private charitable ap-
proach would be an affront to prophet-
ic biblical religion which also calls
kings, rulers, judges and employers to
be accountable to the demands of jus-
tice,” Wallis said at close of the reli-
gious leaders’ meeting.

According to participants, the
group of nearly 60 leaders discussed
a number of specific policy issues of
immediate concern, including efforts
to balance the federal budget, the im-
pending cutoff of legal immigrants
from welfare benefits and campaign
finance reform.

Wesley Granberg-Michaelson,
general secretary of the Reformed
Church in America, said also dis-
cussed were “a whole variety of new
innovative approaches” for long-term
approaches to involving religious
groups more deeply in the fight on
poverty. They included such contro-
versial issues as the use of school

vouchers and changes in the law mak-
ing it easier for religious groups to
receive federal money for delivering
social services to the poor.

“We think, even when there was
disagreement, that these are ideas that

" need to be explored with some urgen-

cy,” said Ron Sider, president of
Evangelicals for Social Action.

Among the areas still without con-
sensus, according to participants, was
the “appropriate” role of government
at all levels in anti-poverty efforts.

Paul Bollwahn of the Salvation
Army, however, said the religious
groups came together “with a confes-
sional attitude” and despite differenc-
es, “it is the crisis (of poverty and vi-
olence) that called us together.”

David Beckmann, president of
Bread for the World, the Christian
anti-hunger lobbying organization,
said he, too, was “struck by consen-
sus that a hurricane is coming” for the
poor as a result of the welfare reform
legislation enacted last year.

Yvonne Delk, executive director of
the Community Renewal Society of
Chicago, said by day’s end, the groups
“began to question the relevancy of
the way we define one another.

“We came together across these
lines and found that there are some
things we can say together,” she said.

_,:;L'hurch alrs ads durmg Ellen

' ‘By Ken Camp.
L Baptlst General Conventlon of Texas
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SEEKING: Centerfield Baptist
Church, a contemporary church locat-
ed in Oldham County, currently is
accepting resumés for a part-time min-
ister to children. If interested, call
(502) 243-1982 for more information,
or mail resumé to: Centerfield Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 1026, Crestwood,
KY 40014.

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church -

is presently in the process of search-
ing for a full-time minister of youth
and music. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, Meta Baptist Church,
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY
41501.

- SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Seminary training
and some experience preferred. Send
resumeé to: Union Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 194, Union, KY 41091.

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist
Church, Glasgow, Ky., is accepting
resumés for position of pastor. All in-
terested parties may reply by mail to:
Pulpit Committee, Calvary Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 1524, Glasgow, KY
42142,

FOR SALE: 1984 Bluebird bus,

24-passenger, 35,000 miles, $6,150.

Call: Mrs. Roberts, First Baptist
Church, Bowling Green, Ky., (502)
842-0331.

CONVENTION: Dallas pack-
age—excellent hotel choices, some
within walking distance. Discount air-
fares, Alamo rental cars. Christian
Travelers, (800) 972-8952.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor-
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail-
able for vacation rental. Large pool,
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates. May through
mid-December; $595. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897-
5079 (office).

FOR SALE: 6 church pews, $100
each. Parrish Avenue Baptist Church,
Owensboro, Ky. (502) 683-2156.

SEEKING: Buck Creek Baptist
Church in search of full-time pastor.
Send inquiries to: R. Thomasson, 892
Browns Valley Road, Utica, Ken-
tucky 42376, or RThoma316@
aol.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music and activities. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Maple Grove
Baptist Church, 5911 E. Manslick
Road, Louisville, KY 40219. (502)
964-7314.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education and youth for First Baptist
Church, Pineville, Ky. Seminary train-
ing or college graduate preferred. Full-
time benefit package offered. Send
resumé to: Minister of Youth/Educa-
tion Search Committee, c/o First Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 710, Pineville,
KY 40977. ‘

SEEKING: Bardstown Baptist
Church is currently accepting resumés
for a full-time minister. Resumés will
be accepted until June 1, 1997. Send
resumé with a cover letter claiming
your statement of faith to the Pastor

- Search Committee, Bardstown Bap-

tist Church, 101 West Brashear, Bard-
stown, KY 40004.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
children. Please send resumé to: De-
Haven Memorial Baptist Church, 307
West Jefferson St., La Grange, KY
40031, Attn: Scott nggs administra-
tor.

WANTED: Full-time secretary.
Skills: 2-years experience, 50 wpm,
Microsoft Word, research and
phone. Willing to meet various
needs of growing church. Send re-
sumé: Victory Baptist Church, 2261
Armstrong Mill Road, Lexington,
KY 40515.

SEEKING: Part-time secretary,
Monday-Friday. Computer skills
helpful. Starting date: June 2 (avail-
able for training prior to June 2 help-
ful). Send resumé to: Ballardsville
Baptist Church, 4901 South Highway
53, Crestwood, KY 40014.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,’
Lebanon Junction, Ky., is accepting
resumés for full-time pastor. Previous
pastoral experience desired. Send re-
sumé and cover letter to: Pastor Search
Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 577, Lebanon Junction, KY
40150. Resumés received through
May 31, 1997.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church

of Troy, Mo., is seeking a full-time-

minister of music with other ministry
possibilities. Please send resumé to:
Music Search Committee, c/o FBC
Troy, 800 Cap-Au-Gris, Troy, MO
63379.

SEEKING: Associate pastor/
youth. Ridgewood Baptist Church,
Louisville (CBF-affiliated), is seek-
ing a part-time minister of youth.
Send resumé to: Ridgewood Baptist
Church, 6209 Greenwood -Road,
Louisville, KY 40258.

FOR SALE: Baby grand piano,
$3,500. Call Greg Harry at Cecilia
Baptist Church, (502) 862-4228.

WANTED: Pre-kindergarten
teacher; two classes of two and one-
half hours each per day, four days a
week. Prefer experience. Send resumé
immediately to: Sharon Zachery,
Shively Baptist Church, 1599 Sadie
Lane, Louisville, KY 40216.

SEEKING: Concord. Baptist
Church is in process of searching for

“a full-time minister of youth. If inter-

ested, please send resumé to: Concord
Baptist Church, 1945 Concord Lane,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Search
Committee.

SEEKING: Resumés are now be-
ing received for the position of direc- -
tor of missions for Pulaski Baptist
Assocation, Somerset, Ky. Located in
south-central Kentucky, the associa-
tion has 60+ churches and missions
which support a variety of ministries
with a strong emphasis on direct mis-
sion involvement through volunteer
work in both home and foreign fields.
Full-time salary package and benefits
commensurate with experience. Inter-
ested candidates should submit re-
sumés by June 30 to: DOM Search
Committee, P.O. Box 72, Somerset,
KY 42502-0072.

SEEKING: In need of a pastor:
Lucas Grove Baptist Church, Upton,
Ky. Send resumé to: Roger Dennis,
P.O. Box 406, Upton, KY 42784.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Taylorsville is seeking a full-time
associate pastor with emphasis on
youth and young adults. Experience
in youth ministry necessary. Send
resumé to: Associate Pastor Search -
Committee, First Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 446, Taylorsville, KY
40071.

- WANTED: Part-time minister of
music, responsible for adult, children
and handbell choirs. Contact Lewis
Lane Baptist Church, 2600 Lewis
Lane, Owensboro, KY 42301. (502)
684-4266.

SEEKING: Salvisa Baptist
Church is presently searching for a
part-time minister of youth. Please
send resumé to: Personnel Commit-
tee, Salvisa Baptist Church, P.O. Box
75, Salvisa, KY 40372.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth and children. Send resumé by
May 19, 1997, to: Fern Creek Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 91146, Lou-
isville, KY 40291, Attn: Search
Committee.
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 BEAUMONT, Texas (ABP)———When SEllont carme out of the
loset southeast Texas viewers heard the gospel. -
"'Calvary Baptlst Church in Beaumont Texas, alred twa 30




Psalm writer’s honesty shows
path to oombattmy depressmn

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptlst Standard

DALLAS (ABP)——People facing depressmn may find.

 solace and support from Psalm 77, said Christian counselor
Glenn Booth. .

~ “The writer is ‘crying out to God for help,"’ Booth said,
quoting part of the first verse. ““Is God hearing me?’ the
writer asks. It's like he’s trying to grab hold of a lifesaver and
-grasped nothing.”

Booth, coordinator of the Texas Baptlst Ministers
Counseling Service, said the writer describes four
characteristics common to depressed people today:
‘insomnia, a deep and indescribable anguish, an inability to
think of anything but the problem and a deep sadness.

“The writer also expresses four feelings depressed people

- commonly express about God, Booth added. The writer
questions God’s mercy, love, promises and grace.

Psalm 77 honestly expresses how depressed people often
feel, Booth said, noting that depression causes them to doubt
God.

Booth said many people who are depressed tell him, “In
my belief system, | know there’s grace and mercy, and God
promised never to leave, but now | don t feel it. Is my belief
system real?”

Booth added: “This describes the sense of hopelessness a
person in depression feels. He's had about all he can take.”

Ironically, that point of utter hopelessness is the place
where the psalmist—as well as faithful people who fight
situational depression—turn to God, Booth stressed.

(Situational depression is less severe than clinical
depression, which often requires medical help, Booth said.)

He advises depressed people to follow the same course of
action the psalm writer took to climb out of depression:

B Affirm God, regardless of feelings. “In the psalm, we
have a man who vividly describes the pain, sleeplessness,
futility and anxiety of depression,” Booth explained. “And yet
he began to affirm God, despite how he felt.”

Feelmgs aren’t always the best thermometer for gauging

~what God is doing in one’s life, he said. “We may feel
+ abandoned by God, but what we beheve——what we know
about God—tells us that’s not real.”

1 Pray to see God amid the ‘enemy’ of depression. Booth
recalled the Old Testament story in 2 Kings 6:15-17 in which
a servant of the Prophet Elisha panics because the city is
surrounded by enemy soldiers. Elisha prayed for the servant
to see God's presence in the midst of those enemy soldiers,
which he did.

“The secret was not for the enemy to go away, but to see
God,” Booth said. “Sometimes, we spend so much time
praying that depression would go away, when we should be
praying that we would see God in the circumstances.”

1 Rely on a belief that God will not fail and affirm God'’s
presence. Even when depression feels like a formidable

_enemy, a Christian’s ability to handle it increases when God’s
presence is acknowledged Booth said.

“The changing agent is faith,” he added. “It’s not how
much faith we have, but where we point it. We often point it
toward our feelings rather than toward our belief system—

. where we know God is present.”

He cited the writer of the Book of Hebrews in the New
Testament, who said faith is “the assurance of things hoped
-~ for, the conviction of things not seen.”

“Faith is claiming what God has promlsed even though we
don’t feel it,” he said. “And even though our situation may not
- change, our ability to cope with it does.

“In depression, we tend to get tunnel vision, to focus on
only the one thing that is bothering us. But when we exercise
faith, we focus on the bigger picture, and we can handle the
situation better.” :

- Booth said his prescription for handlmg depression
“doesn’t diminish the intensity of the feeling,” but it stresses
the temporary nature of the clrcumstances “Depressmn will
not entrap us forever.”
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Symposium touts hetter care over suicide

By Holly Lebowitz
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Lone-
ly, helpless and in pain, “Paul”
wanted to die, and he wanted his
doctor, Carlos Gomez, to help.

In the soft, soothing voice of a
caring physician, Gomez told the
story of his 42-year-old patient to a
conference on -assisted suicide.

Paul was “deteriorating” from
AIDS when he requested a lethal
dose of medication to end his mis-
ery.

Gomez refused. Instead he put
Paul on a physical therapy regimen
which, Gomez said, allowed his pa-
tient to socialize and—for a time—
emerge from his wheelchair.

When the disease finally became
unmanageable, and Paul was admit-

ted to the hospital, the patient told

the doctor: “Enough. You did what
you could. It’s been a good six
months. Enough.” And he died
peacefully soon thereafter.

“Nobody killed him, nobody had
to kill him,” Gomez said.

The anecdote was typical of

many such case histories sprinkled
throughout a two-day interfaith
symposium involving more than a
dozen international religious lead-
ers, ethicists and legal experts at the
Catholic University of America.
More than 200 activists repre-
senting congregations, dioceses,
anti-abortion political groups and
medical institutions attended the

conference to exchange ideas about
the volatile question of euthanasia
and physician-assisted suicide.

The question of whether there is
a “right to die” and the idea of phy-
sician-assisted suicide in the face of
a debilitating or terminal disease
sharply divides society. A line is
drawn between those who believe
ending a painful and burdensome
life at the patient’s own request is
merciful and ethical and those who
believe better care, not death, is the
only valid way of managing horri-
fying diseases and disabilities.

The latter position dominated this
conference, sponsored by the Na-
tional Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops and the Center for Jewish and
Christian Values, a conservative in-
terfaith think tank and advocacy
group.

State laws barring assisted sui-
cide are currently before the Su-
preme Court, with a ruling expect-
ed this summer.

Two legal experts, Alexander Ca-
pron, a professor of law and medi-
cine at the University of Southern
California, and Robert George, a
professor of law and political phi-
losophy at Princeton University, ex-
plored the constitutional issues
raised by the cases.

George said he believed the Su-
preme Court likely will find no con-
stitutional mandate to support a right
to assisted suicide and thus turn the
matter back to state legislative bod-
ies.

If that happens, “we’re already
geared up” to lobby state legislatures,

- said Bishop James McHugh of Cam-

den, N.J.

McHugh said one goal of the con-
ference was to share “program tips”
among activist groups. Bills and oth-
er initiatives to toughen laws against
euthanasia are already under discus-
sion in more than a dozen states.

In his keynote address, Rabbi Dav-
id Novak, an ethicist at the University
of Toronto, called suicide and homi-
cide “two sides of the same coin.’

He noted, however, that the allo-
cation of health-care resources is a key
component of the debate about eutha-
nasia and physician-assisted suicide.
He said passive euthanasia occurs
when federally-funded or managed
care providers stop benefits when a
patient reaches a certain level of dis-
ease.

Such passivity, he urged, can
quickly evolve into active euthanasia.

“Eventually, we will make the de-
cision for them,” he said later.

Carrie Gordon, bioethics analyst
for Focus on the Family, said eutha-
nasia is “like taking fire and trying to
put it in a paper bag. The power to kill
cannot be controlled.”

Alison Burke, who is wheelchair-
bound because of cerebral palsy,
agreed with Novak’s assessment, say-
ing, “It’s even more frightening to
consider that a person with a disabili-
ty might internalize a cost-benefit
analysis” and feel unvalued by soci-
ety.

Church can minister to mentally ill & families

By Yvonne Terry White
Alabama Baptist

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (BP)—
When Peggi DeLeuil’s son was diag-
nosed with schizophrenia; she didn’t
feel she could confide in anyone—
especially someone at church.

DeLeuil’s son, David, never had
shown signs of mental illness until he
was diagnosed at age 15. Now he is
34 and lives in a group home.

“It was very devastating,” she said.
“You just don’t know what to do, es-
pecially from the financial aspect of
getting help because insurance doesn’t
cover mental disorders. We could
have put him through Harvard with
the amount of money we have spent
on his treatment.”

A church can be instrumental in

“easing the burden just through sup-

porting the family with love, care and
concern, Deleuil said.

“One thing a church needs to do is
to minister to the whole family,”
DeLeuil said. “It’s not just the men-
tally ill person who suffers, but the
entire family hurts as well. But no one
brings you casseroles or puts you on
the prayer list. The stigma of mental
illness even in churches is tremen-
dous.:

“People know very little about
mental illness or how to support fam-
ilies with children who are mentally
ill,”” she said, adding it is a difficult
experience for the family. “Many drep
out of church because of embarrass-
ment.”

Mary Reeder, a member of First

Baptist Church of Huntsville, Ala.,
and director of the Huntsville Alliance
for the Mentally Ill, said churches
should be at the forefront of educat-
ing members about mental illness.

“We aren’t taught about mental ill-
ness in schools or even at home,”
Reeder said. She likewise felt isolat-
ed from the church when her child was
diagnosed with a mental disorder.

Education “basically comes from
television, movies and the media, but
it is usually very inappropriate. Very
seldom do you see a character (on TV)
who is mentally ill and is shown con-
tributing to society.

“Every person, without exception,
who has recovered or is in a recovery
program cites the main reason for their
turning point was that someone
showed a genuine respect for them.
This is where the church can do some-
thing for the person,” she said.

Reeder, a longtime children’s Sun-
day school teacher, lived a nightmare
after learning her 12-year-old son was
diagnosed with a mental illness. To-
day he is 39 and living in an apart-
ment on disability.

“I eould hardly-teach because I felt
guilty that maybe it was my fault that
my child was mentally ill,” she said.
“I didn’t want other people to think
that I might be doing something to
cause a child to be mentally ill. If a
child started crying, I got a sick feel-
ing in my heart.”

Reeder eventually gave up teach-
ing the class, and it wasn’t until some
time later she understood her son’s ill-
ness was not her fault.

“A lot of people are never able to
come to grips with their child’s men-
tal illness,” Reeder said. “Many think
it’s their fault, but it’s not.”

Reeder and DeLeuil are active in
Huntsville’s Alliance for the Mental-
ly Ill group and are instrumental in
educating the community about men-
tal illness through programs at
schools, civic groups, churches or oth-
er organizations.

Jim Hightower, minister for pasto-
ral care at First Baptist Church of
Huntsville, said the key to changing
people’s attitudes in the church about
mental illness is for laypeople who
have experienced it in their own fam-
ilies to speak out about the disease. He
suggested congregations should offer
programs to give church members that
opportunity.

“When you see someone with
these disorders, it takes away a lot of
the mystery that surrounds them,”
Hightower said. “They see the people
are very normal, highly functional and
deeply spiritual. It helps someone who
needs it to say, ‘I can get help.””

Reeder said congregations need to
incorporate mentally ill persons into
the mainstream of the church.

“Mental illness tends to break
down people’s ability to relate to oth-
er people,” she said. “Exercise and
love with a small amount of work may
be as important to a mentally ill per-
son as setting a broken leg. We have
not provided a channel by where the
brain can be rehabilitated. It takes
longer than we have ever been aware
of for the brain to heal or recuperate.”
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A candid conversation with Willow Creek’s Bill Hyhels

SOUTH BARRINGTON, Il
(RNS)— Bill Hybels, 45, is senior
pastor of Willow Creek Community
Church, the mega-church that draws
more than 16,000 people to its servic-
es each week and has revolutionized
how Christians think about worship.

Whether you love or hate “contem-
porary worship,” Willow Creek’s suc-
cess has caused many churches to
consider incorporating praise hymns,
drama and other ways of communi-
cating the gospel message.

Hybels, author of the new book
“The God You’re Looking For,” re-
cently spoke with Religion News Ser-
vice on a wide range of topics, includ-
ing his ministry’s approach to non-
churchgoers, his pastoral visits with
President Clinton and his position on
women ministers. .

Do you think most people are seeking
God if they don't already believe
they’ve found him?

I think there comes a time in al-
most every person’s life where he or
she has one of those late-night, ceil-
ing-staring sessions where the person
asks, “Is this all there is? Is this the
totality of what life is all about? Is
there life beyond the grave? Do I have
a soul?”” And then the journey begins.

How would you describe Willow
Creek’s theology given that you aren’t
associated with any particular
denomination?

It would be the classic historic
Christian theology and when people
say well, make it clearer than that, we
would fall right in line with the Billy
Graham (Evangelistic) Association or
Wheaton College or any of these clas-
sic evangelical institutions. Our state-
-ments of faith would probably be al-
most identical.

What is the most challenging aspect

of being a pastor to the president?
To discern how I can best ... en-

courage spiritual development be-

cause sometimes my role is that of a-

listener, sometimes my role is that of
an encourager, sometimes it’s been
more prophetic or a confrontational

role, sometimes it’s strongly relation-
al and very friendship-oriented and
requires discernment to know what
would best serve the president.

| wonder about your view of
megachurches in general. Do you
think they will remain a viable form
of evangelical Christianity?

I think the general tendency is go-
ing to be for local churches to grow
larger, especially in suburban and ur-
ban areas. However, I think ... there’s
always going to be the need for vital
small churches in rural areas. I don’t
see that as changing much in the next
15 ... years. I don’t see that there are
going to be many churches beyond the
7,000 to 10,000 range simply because
of the complexity required to grow a
church beyond that size and the logis-
tics.

But you think there will be more
churches in the 2,000 to 7,000 range?

Whereas it used to be that church-
es between 1,000 and let’s say 3,000
or 4,000 were quite rare, they’re be-
coming very common and I’m quite
enthusiastic about that because these
kinds of churches tend to be able to
provide all the ministries that families
require these days while still being
somewhat manageable from a scale
perspective.

How would you describe your
church’s approach to women in
leadership roles in the church?

We encourage women to identify
and develop and use their spiritual
gifts. ... We don’t restrict any office
or position in the church on the basis
of gender.

I understand (within Willow Creek)

there has been some kind of position

paper on this in the last year or so?
It’s a working document right now.

How would you describe that working
document?

- It gives a biblical defense for en-
couraging women to identify and use
their spiritual gift in the church with-
out restriction on the basis of gender.

Is there a particular (Bible) verse you
point to?

No, that’s a danger of reducing a
complex issue like this to a few proof
texts. You have to take a systematic
view of Scripture to give adequate
treatment of this particular matter.

| understand that some people are
concerned about this ... affirmation
of what you already have believed
and are wondering how it might affect
the evangelical world in general.
How do you respond?

I think it will affect it positively. ...
In far too many churches, women
grow up feeling like second-class cit-
izens. ... Many of these women yearn
to put on a uniform and get in the
game. They want to roll up their
sleeves and participate in the ongoing
redemptive drama of God and the
world through their local church but
they’re being told that they have to
stay on the bench because they were
born female instead of male, and I
think that’s very sad.

Are people with a different viewpoint
(on the issue) welcome in your
church? :

Absolutely. Now, we ... want to
be unified in this position with our
staff and we submitted this working
document to our staff for its consid-
eration and are moving with inten-
tionality toward making sure that all
of us are of one mind who are on
the paid staff of the church. How-
ever, people in the church are wel-
come to be a part of Willow Creek
regardless of the position that they
hold on this providing they’re not
being divisive or cruel... We’ve had
almost no serious contention ... in
our church over 21 years over this
matter and when we first appointed

elders in the early days of Willow

we started with women elders and
we have women teach from time to
time and now we actually have two
women on our teaching team.

So, on some Sundays a woman might
be in the pulpit?

Correct. .

Given the fact that your church is
independent, do you think
denominationalism is on its way out?

I think there are signs of the de-
cline of denominationalism almost
everywhere you turn. Now, I
wouldn’t go quite so far as to say
the day of the denomination is over
because certain denominations are
awakening to the fact that the peo-
ple in denominational leadership
exist to serve local church pastors
and their leadership instead of the
case being vice versa. So right now,
the Willow Creek Association,
which is this fellowship of a couple
of thousand churches around the
world, is working with dozens of the
leaders of these denominations to try
to assist them in serving ... the lead-
ership teams in the congregations of
their local churches. In certain de-
nominations we’ve seen spectacular
effects from that change in mindset.

Tell me about the international effect
of Willow Creek.

I just finished a world tour in Feb-
ruary that included Australia, Sin-
gapore, South Africa, Norway and the
Netherlands and then I'm leaving ...
for New Zealand and Tasmania ... and
I think we have invitations from 10 or
15 countries right now to come and
hold conferences to try to encourage
and train church leaders.

What does that say to you, that it'’s
not just an American phenomenon?

What we’re talking about here is
transcultural. Building a prevailing
church does not depend on Western
culture. Some of the most exciting
churches in the world are located out-
side the United States.

What do you mean by a “prevailing
church?”

One that is committed to evange-
lism and discipleship. One that is com-
mitted to volunteerism inside and out-
side the church. One that’s commit-
ted to living and proclaiming God’s
word, the Bible. One that’s commit-
ted to small groups and people really
becoming a family ... .

Southern’s Akin: ‘Feminist’ agenda dominating Willow Creek

LOUISVILLE—Having survived
-years of criticism from the left wing
of American Protestantism, the influ-
ence of Willow Creek Community
Church now is being questioned from
the opposite side of the aisle.

Danny Akin, vice president for
‘academic administration at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, has
charged the suburban Chicago mega-
church is driven by culture more than

Scripture. -

"~ “Contemporary, fallen culture is
now setting the theological agenda
and determining church polity and
policy at Willow Creek. The end re-
sult can only be tragic,” Akin wrote
in the May issue of Jerry Falwell’s
‘National Liberty Journal.

Akin particularly takes Willow
Creek to task for allowing women to
serve as elders and ministers, charg-
ing the church with a “feminist agen-
da.”

“Few movements have inflicted
more pain and damage on the Ameri-
can family and society than has femi-
nism,” Akin wrote. ,

After attending a Willow Creek
seminar in 1995 and studying the
church, Akin said he concluded Wil-
low Creek has “bought into the lie of
modernity with its women elders, and
it has rejected the clear teaching of
Scripture.”

Akin contrasts Willow Creek’s
position to his own: “God created
men to be men and he created wom-
en to be women. God created men
to be husbands and daddies who
lead, provide and protect. God cre-
ated women to be wives and moth-
ers who nurture, support and care.
... Men and women are ontological-
ly and essentially equal before God.
Both are his image bearers. Howev-
er, by divine decree and creational
order, God has assigned men the

weighty assignment of leadership
both in the home and in the church.
No amount of bizarre biblical inter-
pretation can set aside the clear
teaching of Scripture at this point.”

Akin also criticizes Gilbert Bilez-
ikian, a sort of theologian-in-residence
at Willow Creek who has been influ-
ential in the life of Pastor Bill Hybels.
AKkin cites an interview in the conser-
vative “World” magazine in which

‘Bilezikian “revealed that Willow

Creek not only will not hire to its min-
isterial staff anyone who is not com-
mitted to a feminist/egalitarian agen-
da, but they now discourage the same
from seeking church membership.”
In a separate article in the same is-
sue of Falwell’s newspaper, Paige
Patterson, president of Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary, has
written a front-page critique of Bilez-
ikian’s influence on the translation
committee for the New International

Version of the Bible. Patterson’s cri-
tique is based on the same “World”
magazine interview Akin cites.

In that issue, “World” reports that
the translation committee has voted to
make the NIV’s language “gender-
neutral” in future U.S. editions, per-
haps as early the year 2000.

Citing Bilezikian’s influence at
Willow Creek, Patterson asks: “What
will be next at Willow Creek—open-
ness to same-sex marriages, even
more openness to the killing of pre-
borns in the wombs of their mothers?
Who knows? One thing is for certain,
all these things are frequent riding
partners of the feminist gang.”

Elsewhere in Akin’s article, he ex-
presses concerns about other ramifi-
cations of what he calls Willow
Creek’s “faulty biblical exegesis,”
“unsound theological reflection and
commitments” and “hyper-cultural
sensitivity.”

“We encourage
women to identify
and develop and
use their spiritual
gifts. ... We don’t
restrict any office
or position in the
church on the

basis of gender.”
Bill Hybels, pastor of
Willow Creek
Community Church

“Contemporary,
fallen culture is
now setting the
theological agenda
and determining
church polity and
policy at Willow
Creek. The end
result can only be
tragic.”

Danny Akin, vice
president for academic
administration at
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
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FLOODED A utility truck
makes its way through
flood waters in downtown
Grand Forks, N.D. Officials
began allowing residents of
a limited area of the town
to return to their homes for
four hours to assess the
damage and to begin the

clean-up process. (RNS/.

Reuters photo)

'North Dakota flood assistance needed, but not just yet

By Steve Barber
SBC Brotherhood Commission

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)—Pro-
spective volunteers wanting to serve
in flood-ravaged North Dakota and
Minnesota will be needed in a week
or two, according to the coordinator
of Southern Baptist disaster response.

Lots of people want to go in now,
but it will be at least one or two more
weeks before cleanup operations can
begin, requiring volunteers in large
numbers, according to Mickey Caison
of the Brotherhood Commission, who
is serving as off-site coordinator.

Volunteers should call the Dakota
Southern Baptist Fellowship in Bis-
marck, N.D., at (701) 255-3765 for
more information.

For the moment, Caison said
Southern Baptist relief operations al-
ready in the region were adequately
staffed.

Volunteer workers at three mobile
kitchens were being relieved with
fresh troops, as normally scheduled,
from the state Southern Baptist con-
ventions that operate the units.

Local Southern Baptist volunteers
also were taking a visible role, allow-
ing them to be seen as caregivers, ac-
cording to Caison.

THEY COUNT
ON VOUR GUIDANCE.

“We encourage them to become
part of the relief team, because they
will be there long after the feeding
units are gone,” Caison said.

“My personal experience has been
that my service as a local volunteer
gave me an entrance to many homes
to minister to many families after the
immediate crisis had passed,” he said

Items that will be needed before the
cleanup begins include mops, buck-
ets, push brooms, scoops and other
cleaning supplies.

Dakota Fellowship officials are
asking contributors of these items to
call the fellowship office in Bismarck.

A Texas-based feeding unit is lo-
cated at Grand Forks Air Force Base,
while an Ohio unit is operating at Cal-
vary Baptist Church of Fargo, N.D.
An Oklahoma unit is serving meals at
an elementary school in Red River
Falls, Minn.

Baptists have served about 80,000
meals in their first 10 days of disaster
relief. Texas Baptist volunteers were
working 15-hour days to supply re-
quested meals.

The Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist
Convention was scheduled to begin

Seeking experienced pastor,
seminary graduate, for SW
Virginia Southern Baptist
Church. Please send résumé
to: Pastor Search Committee,
PO BX 711, Abingdon, VA
24212, by May 31.

shuttling daily a dozen volunteers
from the St. Paul-Minneapolis area to
the disaster site, according to Texas
Baptist Men Executive Director Bob
Dixon. They would enable the Texas
field kitchen to operate 20 hours a day
in two shifts.

Caison called on Southern Baptists
to pray for the victims a: ' volunteers
involved in this disaster rc:ponse.

Concerns include voluieers’ and
residents’ safety as well as opportuni-
ties for volunteers to share their Chris-
tian faith, he said.

With additional information from Ken
Camp of the Baptist General Convention
of Texas.

Let’s not let

children go

hungry any
longer!

Help the
Children

PO. Box 1511
Pikeville, KY 41502

$20 will feed a family
for one month

Magnum Transportation

“Bus Sales, Service,

& Refurbishments”

1228 Lakeview Dr.
Franklin, TN 37067

(615) 790-8990 FAX (615) 790-8989
“Your Transportation Solution” |

A Weekend for Single Adults

May 30 - June 1, 1997
Sponsored by:
First Baptist Church Single Ministry
201 St. Clair Street, Frankfort, Ky.

you M o Conference Theme: “P.S. - God Loves You”
CAK guidance, you need an insurance company that
understands your church’s unique needs. You Seminars:
‘ COUNT need Preferred Risk Mutual-- America’s largest @ Moving Ahead After Divorce
HON insurer of churches. Our Cornerstone program ® Legal Issues for Singles
OURS features flexible insurance protection # Findin glove
. specifically designed for today’s ministries.  Discovering Spiritu al Gifts
And, if your church suffers an unfortunate @ Grief Recovery
loss, we’ll be there to help you get back on © Music in WOI'Ship
feet. X :
P i 4 Drama in worship
PREFERRED RISK MUTUAL, ~ €l Preferred Risk Mautual at 1-800-321-5754 Keynote Speaker: Peggy Haymes, Editor of Reflections,

INSURANCE COMPANY
‘www.preferred-risk.com

to get information, quotes or advice. a devotional magazine, Greensboro, N.C.

Call the church office at (502) 227-4528 for registration information

Endorsed Program Of The Annuity Board, SBC
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Chapman, McKeehan big Dove winners|

o Song of the Year‘ “Butterﬂy Kssses” by Bob Carhsle and

Word Publishing
moves offices
to Nashville

NASHVILLE (RNS)—Word
Publishing will meve from its
longtime Dallas home to Nash-
ville this summer, the company
said April 25.

The move represents another

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

NASHVILLE (RNS)—Singer
Steven Curtis Chapman and dc Talk
member Toby McKeehan were the
big winners April 24 at the Gospel
Music Association’s 1997 Dove
Awards.

America Gospel, music’s share of the
overall music market has risen from
3.1 percent in 1995 to 4.3 percent in
1996.

In addition to its market share, gos-
pel music’s diversity also continues to
expand. The show’s range of acts var-
ied from an opening number by rap-
pers E-T.W,, to a tribute to Southern

~ Randy Thomas : .
. B Songwriter uf the Year: Steven Cums‘Chapman
W Male Vocalist of the Year: Steven Curtis Chapman

step in the consolidation of Word
with its owner and one-time com-
petitor, Thomas Nelson Publish-
ing, headquartered in Nashville.

Nelson purchased Word from
ABC/Capital Cities in 1992, and
publicly promised to keep the
competitive Christian publishing
houses independent. Soon after
the purchase, however, Nelson -
moved Word’s music division to
Nashville, then sold it eatlier this
year to Gaylord Entertainment
Company for a reported $120
million.

In 1995 the publishing divi-
sions of the two companies were
organized under one umbrella to
form the NelsonWord Publishing
Group.

Combined, they formed one
of the nation’s top 10 general
book publishers.

Word and Nelson continued
to compete for top books in the
tightening evangelical market
and the smaller Word still had
five of the top 10 bestsellers on
the Christian Booksellers Asso-
ciation March list.

Chapman won artist, male vocal-
ist and songwriter of the year honors
and received a fourth award for pop/
contemporary album of the year for
“Signs of Life.”

McKeehan left the
Nashville -Arena with five
Doves, the most of any art-
ist this year. As a member
of dc Talk, he was honored
for the top pop/contempo-
rary song, “Between You
and Me,” and the top rock
song, “Like It, Love It,
Need It.” “Jesus Freak,”
the title of the group’s al-
bum and single, was named the rock
album and short form music video of
the year. As a member of a second
group, the Gotee Brothers, McKeehan
was honored with rap/hip hop album
of the year for “Erace.”

The 28th annual awards show—
reflecting the gospel music industry’s
continued growth—was broadcast for
the first time on the Nashville Net-
work, reaching a more mainstream

Chapman

-audience than in previous years when

it aired on the Family Channel.
According to statistics from the
Recording Industry Association of

gospel that included the Speer Family
of Nashville, which began as a family
quartet more than 75 years ago.

As the industry works to gain
mainstream attention, it’s
taking on some aspects of
the general music industry,

ample, numerous artists on
stage wore red AIDS rib-
bons with a cross superim-
posed on them.

Some of the artists
seemed to have matured
along with the industry.

“Ten years ago this
year,. a snotty-nosed kid from Pad-
ucah, Ky., was introduced to the GMA
and in those 10 years I've learned ...
there’s a lot that kind of seems silly,”
said Steven Curtis Chapman, as he
accepted the-artist of the year award.

“We play our guitars. We sing our
songs. People applaud. We get
dressed up, but God ... uses even fool-
ish things when it comes from a heart
that has been changed by his grace and
his mercy and his love.”

CeCe Winans, the awards show’s
other co-host, won the female vocal-
ist of the year honor for the second

with its own twist. For ex-

M Female Vocalist of the Year: CeCe Winans

Group of the Year: Jars of Clay
Artist of the Year. Steven C is

year in a row.

She also won honors for contem-
porary gospel song of the year for
“Take Me Back” and special event

-album for her role in “Tribute: The"

Songs of Andrae Crouch.”

A personal testimony

In 1985, 11 years before I began
my service as president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, my wife
and I established the Barry G. and
Larie G. Allen Endowment Fund
with the foundation.

We established the account with
a modest gift of appreciated stock
and directed the foundation to dis-
tribute, until the Lord returns, the
income earned from in-
vestments among three
Baptist entities the min-
istries of which had di-
rectly touched our lives
in the name of Christ.
We also directed the
foundation to delay the
income distributions un-
til the account attained a
certain balance.

As a result of our
quarterly contributions
and the foundation’s ex-
cellent investment. per-
formance, this endowment account
attained its target balance this year,
and the first distributions of income
have just been made to those thrée -
special Baptist organizations. Larie
and I plan to continue to contribute
to this account through our lives and
at the end of our lives.

Now, I am sharing this steward-
ship testimony with you for four
reasons: :

 Integrity. I would not ask you
to do what I had not already done.

0 Trust. We believed and con-

Barry Allen

tinue to believe the foundation
board and staff will do until the
Lord returns what we directed them
to do, and they will do it with ex-
cellence.

B Simplicity. Most Kentucky
Baptists have more than one favor-
ite Baptist cause, I wanted you to
know we can simplify the giving
process by establishing one account
but distributing the in-
come to multiple causes.

I Joy. I wanted to
share with you the joy
we are experiencing (a)
by seeing while we are
alive how these three
Baptist organizations are
changing peoples lives
for the cause of Christ
and (b) by feeling the
assurance we shall be
helping these organiza-
tions beyond our life-
times continue to make
a lasting difference in the world for
the cause of Christ.

Please give Laurie Valentine,
our trust counsel, and me the privi-
lege of assisting you in experienc-
ing the joy that comes by giving to
touch peoples’ lives, “for God loves
a cheerful giver.” Call us at (502)
244-6466.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

It is really great to be in Ken-
tucky and to be a part of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children. Al-
ready I feel at home with our staff,
board of directors and the city of
Louisville. I look forward to trav-
eling across the state and getting
to know as many Kentucky Bap-
tists as I can:

 Interestingly, just 12 months
ago I had no idea my
family and I would be
leaving Virginia. Leav-
ing our home, schools,
church and friends was
not in our plans. But
what a difference a
year makes. Now here
I am, and soon my fam-
ily will be joining me in
our new home, making
new friends, finding a
new church, etc.

What a difference time makes

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

time with him would be brief. His
entire ministry on earth was only
three years—not very long in ret-
rospect.

Giving families and children in
pain or crisis some “time” is what
KBHC is all about. The gift of
time is often the gift of grace for
those who need help.

Families meeting with Corner-
stone counselors need
the gift of time to have
someone help them sort
out their pain. Some
children need time in
residential group care
- while others spend
their time in quality
foster homes.

I feel privileged to
be a part of such min-
istries that touch lives
every day, right here in

What a difference a
little  time ' makes. . .
Time—that one commodity we all
have' the same amount of-—can
make a tremendous.difference in
our lives when spent productive-
ly. In nine months a baby is born.
In 18 months the baby is walking.
In five years she is off to kinder-
garten. In 16 short years he is
driving the car. Just given a little
time, things can change dramati-
cally.

Time with Jesus was some-
thing the disciples believed they
had plenty of when actually their

-and grace.

Kentucky. What our
clients need most is
someone who will provide a place
and time for them to receive love

I look forward to spending
time with you so that together we
can share some time and love
and grace and hope with those
who need us most.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Midlane Park Baptist
Church in Louisville; and
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Clifton Baptist Church in
Louisville.

Best-selling hard-
back Christian
non-fiction

1 Streams in the
Desert, updated edition,
L.B. Cowman & edited
by James Reimann

2 God’s Inspirational
Promises, Max Lucado

3 In the Grip of Grace,
Max Lucado

" AThe Weigh Down

Diet, Gwen Shamblin

5 My Utmost for His
Highest, updated
edition, Oswald
Chambers & edited by
James Reimann

6 The Best of Barbara
Johnson, Barbara
Johnson

- 7 When God Whispers
Your Name, Max
Lucado

8 Making Love Last
Forever, Gary Smalley

9 My Utmost for His
Highest (includes
journal version), Oswald
Chambers

10 He Still Moves
Stones, Max Lucado

Source: Evangelical
Christian Publishers
Assaciation

12

Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire. Jim Cymbala
with Dean Merrill. Zondervan
Publishing, 1997. $16.99. 188 pages.
&0 (0ut of five)

Many individuals and churches have
thrilled to the music
of the Brooklyn Tab-
emacle Choir, wheth-
er through recorded
music or printed mu-
sic. What is not gen-
erally known is the
story behind the fab-
ulous music. In
“Fresh Wind, Fresh
Fire,” Pastor Jim
Cymbala raises the .
curtain of silence.

When Cymbala and his wife, the
choir’s director, began their ministry with
Brooklyn Tabernacle 25 years ago, servic-
es gathered 20 or fewer people. Today, the
church numbers more than 6,000. This
multi-racial congregation gathers people
from all walks of life and Cymabla lets us
in on the secret to the church’s growth:
prayer and the movement of the Holy Spir-
it. Cymbala’s call for church growth is for
a congregation, with its leaders, which
spends time in prayer and is willing to let
the Holy Spirit direct the future, free of
the current popular trend.

Cymbala does not get on the bandwag-
on of church marketing, novel worship
experiences or even doctrinal purity as
steps to church growth. In fact, he raises
numerous cautions, if not warnings, about
the new prevalent ways of growing a
church. Rather, Cymabla calls the church
to repent of all futile attempts to orches-
trate growth and to, instead, do it the old-
fashioned way—depend on the Holy Spirit
by becoming a church of prayer. Unlike
some other books that have advocated an
active prayer ministry for a church, Cym-
bala’s book is thankfully short on tech-
nique and long on testimony. His few

words to a pastor seeking to implement a

prayer ministry are succinct and open
enough to adapt to multiple settings.

Through the course of this book you"

learn a lot about the Brooklyn Taberna-
cle. But what the book is really about is
the reminder that trends and fads come and
go, but it is the word of God and the
presence of the Spirit that will last for-
ever. Wayne Hager

John 1-11: The New American
Commentary, Volume 25A. Gerald
Borchert. Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1996. 399 pages.
$29.99 o000

Confession time: Rarely do I read a
commentary straight through, from be-

== ginning to end. I use them more like an

encyclopedia or dictionary. Most of the
time that is my fault. In the press for time
to prepare sermons or teaching outlines, I
will turn to the relevant part of the com-
mentary.

~ On the other hand, many commentar-
ies do not lend themselves to a read
through. Perhaps recognizing a pastor’s
tendency to pick and choose, the author
writes with that in mind.

Not so with Gerald Borchert’s com-
mentary on the first half of John’s Gos-
pel. Borchert, who teaches New Testa-
ment at Southern Seminary, writes in an
engaging, flowing style that draws the
reader from one section, one passage to
the other. Even the more technical aspects
of the introductory material were interest-
ing.
I was impressed with the thoroughness
of Borchert’s work. From the introducto-
ry material to dealing with the text of the
Gospel, he allows the reader to see the full
range of thought relating to the issue at
hand. He treats viewpoints with which he
disagrees with equanimity and respect,
while presenting his own position effec-
tively.

Ilook forward to Borchert completing

his commentary on John in volume 25B

of the series. His two volumes will sit next _

to Raymond Brown’s and George Beas-
ley-Murray’s commentaries as an essen-
tial resource on John’s Gospel. Jim Hol-
laday

Strategic Pastoral Counseling. David
Benner. Baker Book House, 1992. 138
pages. $9.99. oo

Every pastor deals with troubled peo-
ple. Depression, divorce, grief, coping
with physical illness and other life-alter-
ing problems are issues most of us con-

-front on a fairly regular basis.

David Benner recognizes that coun-

- seling people with these and other prob-

lems is a crucial part of providing pas-
toral care to the congregation. At the
same time, he argues “clinical models
of counseling ... have tended to make
counseling into a specialized activity
that bears little relationship to other
pastoral ... responsibilities.”

Furthermore, he contends most
books on pastoral counseling do not
provide the help most pastors need, be-
cause they are too general. “To be help-
ful, books must tell pastors specifically
what to do ... in counseling sessions.”

“Strategic Pastoral Counseling” builds
on three key assumptions: most pastoral
counseling sessions will be limited to five
sessions, a pastor’s contact with a coun-
selee is not limited to the counseling time
and the master goal of pastoral counsel-
ing is spiritual growth.

Benner’s goal in this book is ambi-
tious. He not only attempts to introduce
this method of pastoral counseling, but to
provide the tools necessary for a pastor to
begin using the method. This is both a
strength and weakness of the book.

Though one could get just the oppo-
site impression from a cursory reading of
the introduction, Benner presupposes
some familiarity with theories of human
psychology and development, as well as

other models of counseling.

As I read through the model, I kept
thinking that in order to implement his
‘model effectively, some peer review pro- -
cess would be helpful if not crucial.

Overall, Benner does an excellent job
reminding us-that emotional healing is a
spiritual task. Jim Holladay

The Financially Confident Woman.
Mary Hunt, Broadman & Holman
Publishers, 1996. $10.99. 214 pages.
L 2 2 2

Mary Hunt is the founder and publish-
er of the “Cheapskate
Monthly” newsletter.
With that knowledge
you know immediate-
ly this is not a book
about how to make and
spend money hand
over fist. In fact, the
book is not about mak-
ing money at all. Rath-
er, this book is about
how to manage the

- money you have,
whether great or small.

Hunt writes to women and encourages
them to take charge of their finances. She
exposes what she considers irresponsible
and negative financial behaviors and of-
fers ways to change the behaviors.

Hunt begins by challeriging the reader
to do some self-examination and then sug-
gests in chapter after chapter behaviors
that lead to confidence in financial mat-
ters. Her concerns run from control of
credit cards and other debt to plans for
retirement. She always keeps her lay au-
dience in mind and avoids over explana-
tion. In many ways she is just relaying
“common sense,” which is regrettably not
that common.

Basically this is a book about chang-
ing attitudes and it succeeds at its purpose.
And along the way, men can learn a thing
or two as well. Wayne Huger

Faithful service
By Robert Dunston

Cumberland College’s Baptist
Student Union involves students in
a variety of ministries. Two of those
ministries are the special children
program and senior adult outreach.

The special children program is
part of Appalachian Ministries,
which this year has been coordinat-
ed by Lucy Tuttle, our
BSU intern. Lucy was
involved with Appala-
chian Ministries

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

reach program is led by Philip
Ritchey, a senior. Students alternate
. their weekly visits between the Wil-
liamsburg Nursing Home and the
Williamsburg Retirement Center.
Upon arriving at one of the facili-
ties students divide into smaller
groups and begin visiting residents.
The residents look forward to the
visits but so do the college students.
In many cases the stu-
dents who go to give a
blessing end up receiv-
ing a blessing as well.

throughout her college
career at Cumberland
College and has done an
outstanding job leading
the program this year.
Cumberland students
who participate in the
special children program

Students plan a
Christmas program and
_other activities that pro-
vide entertainment for
the residents, but often
the residents themselves
entertain the students.
There are some good pi-

go every Wednesday
and Friday morning to area schools
to work with special needs children.
For an hour students work with
these children through singing
songs, making crafts and playing
games. Cumberland students offer
tutoring as well as individual work
in developing motor skills. For
many of the children this addition-
al help and interaction is crucial.
Not all of the children were born
with problems. Some have suffered
abuse that has caused mental and
emotional damage making learning
difficult for them. ;
Cumberland’s senior adult out-

anists among the resi-
dents who lead students in singing
the old songs of the faith.
Cumberland students are per-
forming the same ministries that
you are performing in your church-
es. They are letting people know the
students care and are encouraging
them to use their God-given gifts.
Each person teaches us something
about the majesty and love of God.
How wonderful it is for us to see
God working in each other.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

By Robin Oldham
Baptist Healthcare Foundation

One of the greatest joys and
blessings of our work at Baptist
Healthcare Foundation is receiving
the calls, cards, and letters from
people across Kentucky whose
lives have been touched in one of
our hospitals.

Almost every letter is
filled with words of grat-
itude from those who
have been helped
through challenging and
difficult experiences at a
Baptist facility.

Healthcare is a rapid-
ly changing industry.
However, the mission
and vision of Baptist
Healthcare remain un-
changed. Baptist Health-
care is dedicated to pro-
viding the finest Christ-
centered healthcare ser-
vices available anywhere.

We are grateful to each person
for the faithfulness that has allowed
Baptist Healthcare to reach so many
impressive and meaningful goals.

As Baptist Healthcare addresses
the challenges ahead, many friends
want to continue to help patients
and families in need. As a result, we
have initiated the Friends of Bap-
tist Healthcare organization for
those dedicated donors who wish to
provide regular financial support

Become a Friend of Baptist Healthcare

BAPTIST
HEALTHCARE
FOUNDATION

Robin Oldham

for our programs.

You are invited to be a Friend
of Baptist Healthcare by making a
financial gift to a Baptist hospital
through Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion during 1997. Your gift of any
size is important and deeply appre-
ciated. Those who make a gift of
$50 or more during 1997 will re-
ceive a lapel pin from Baptist
Healthcare as a token of
our thanks for your sup-
port.

As always, you may
designate your gift to the
Baptist hospital of your
choice in Louisville, Lex-
ington, Paducah, Corbin
or La Grange.

For more information
about becoming a Friend
of Baptist Healthcare,
please contact Baptist
Healthcare Foundation.

Thank you for what
you have done and for
what you are going to do on behalf
of those served by Baptist Health-
care System. You are making a dif-
ference in the lives of patients and
families in need.

Any questions or comments con-
cerning this article, Baptist Healthcare
System or Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion should be directed to Charles W.
Cox Jr., president of Baptist Health-
care Foundation, 4007 Kresge Way,
Louisville, Ky. 40207. (502) 896-5003
or (800) 224-4745.
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Come Experience TRUTH

| challenyes dlscussed at state Fellowshlp meetmg -

By David Winfrey
News D/rector

DANVILLE—-—Amenca is becomrng more

. polarized, youth are highly cymcal and socrety has
~moved from a Christian world view to a post-

modern mindset that frustrates churches greatly.

- “What a great time to be a Baptist,” said Terry

_Hamrick, church resources coordrnatorfor the
"'V‘Cooperatrve Baptist Fellowship. o
__ The changing attitudes and perspectlves of ,
. *:Amencans will force the church to redrscover its

inclusiveness, missions, preserving historic

Baptist prrncrples and suppornng churches rn
ministry and fellowship.

The group passed a 1997-98 budget of
$40,600. Newly-elected Moderator Bob DeFoor
noted the group also has collected a $90, 000 .
endowment to support the Baptrst Joint

Committee.

In addition to DeFoor pastor of Harrodsburg .
Baptist Church, other officers elected were;
Moderator-Elect Golleen Burroughs a member of

. Crescent Hill Baptist Church in Louisville;

purpose for exrstence, sald Hamrrck who ;:;‘*{”Secreta_ry Gary McAbee, pastor of First Baptrst
d the ~ Church of_Brandenburg, and Treasurer Jerry

In Concert at First Baptist Church
804 West Fifth Street, London, Ky.
For more information call 864-4194
Wednesday, May 14, 7 p.m.

Free Admission ¢ An offering will be received

Coord atorDan Vestal will speak.

Employment Opportunity - Teacher Needed

Missouri Baptist Children’s Home is seeking a BD-certified
- teacher. Individual must love the Lord and have the desire to
reach troubled children through an on-ground classroom
environment. Competitive salary and full benefits package.
Contact Russell Martin at (314) 739-6811 or (800) 264-6224.

20’ to 30’ Buses by Cham ion

Motor Coach inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

* 12 to 35 adult capacity
* Used buses for sale—~We buy used buses
e Guaranteed buy-back program

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

1722 General George Patton Dr.
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Windows Software for Churches

Church Data Management System for Windows
— CDMS-Win —
The only church software you will ever need

Call Don Putnam at 1 (800) 928-6388

Greentree Applied Systems, Inc., 157 Prosperous Place, Suite 1A,
Lexington, KY 40509 ¢ (606) 263-2959 ¢ Fax (606) 263-9824

Southern Baptist Convention
1997 Messenger Cards

Attention Pastors

All messenger cards for voting privileges at the SBC
are distributed from the KBC Executive Offlce Please
make your request to:
Kentucky Baptist Convention
- PO Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
Attn: Shirley Wooton, Convention Services

Deadline: June 5, 1997

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

B Charles and Phyllis .

Hardie in Novosibirsk,
Russia, as they develop
methods to reach
teenagers.

M Ed Tarleton and
Gerald Cornelius in
Russia as they write
theological education
courses.

[ | Kehtucky partnership
coordinators Nancy and

Bob Walden in Moscow.-

M Fotis Romeos, as he
coordinates Kentucky-
New England-Greece
partnership efforts from
his home in Greece.

M Efrain Lopez, newly
installed pastor of the
Hispanic Baptist church
Iglesia Metropolitana in
Cambridge, Mass.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—EIlk Horn
Church called Libby Cox as minister
of children/preschool.

- Friendship Church called Fred
Miller as full-time pastor.

Liberty Church recently ordained
John Gaines as deacon.

Lowell Avenue Church recently li-
censed Tommy Tapscott to the gos-
pel ministry.

Danny Hunt recently resigned as
pastor of Raikes Hill Mission. He
plans to attend seminary.

B CRESTWOOD—Crestwood
Church called Bob Arvin as part-time
church administrator. Arvin previous-

Nation of Islam

DURHAM,; N.C. (RNS)—A re-

| gional panel of the United Church of -
. Christ stripped Benjamin Chavis Mu-

hammad of his clergy standing April
24 saying the controversial civil rights
activist has joined “another faith” by
joining the Nation of Islam.

The ruling means that Chavis Mu-
hammad may not perform clergy
functions in the UCC, such as admin-
istering the sacraments.

Chavis Muhammad announced in

'February he had joined the Nation of

Islam.
The civil rights activist’ s clerical
status had been temporarily suspend-

.ed by the regional association in

March, pending the April meeting.
In his meeting with the panel,
Chavis Muhammad gave many rea-

ly served 16 years as superintendent
of Oldham County schools.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Immanuel
Church called Interim Minister of
Music Phyllis Westfall as full-time
minister of music April 13.

B GREENSBURG—Bethlehem
Church presented “Heaven’s Gates
and Hell’s Flames” April 6-10. About
5,200 people attended, and 265 peo-
ple made decisions. Pastor Gary Erv-
in will celebrate his 25th anniversary
in October.

B LOUISVILLE—Highview Church
recently called Larry Askew of
Idlewild Church in Tampa, Fla., as

leader stripped of clergy status

sons why he believed his ministerial
standing should be retained, accord-
ing to those present.

“He drew a distinction between the
Nation of Islam and historic Islam in
its many expressions and said that he
could be both a Christian and a Chris-
tian minister within the Nation of Is-
lam,” said Rollin Russell, minister of
the United Church of Christ’s South-
ern Conference, the body with imme-
diate authority over Chaws Muham-
mad.

Commission members, on the oth-
er hand, spoke about the “centrality
of Christ in our faith,” Russell said.

In an interview in the April 19 edi-
tion of the Sacramento Bee, Chavis
Muhammad claimed his decision to
join the Nation of Islam is not a sign

-fective May 11.

associate pastor of ministry develop-
ment and church growth.

Cloverleaf Church will host the
“Melody Boys” of Little Rock, Ark.,
in a gospel music concert Friday, May
16, at 7:30 p.m. Geoffrey Lacefield
is pastor. Call (502) 367-0218 for
more information.

Manly Memorial Church called
Michael Parks as pastor.

Janie Benjamin resigned as min-
ister of music at Lyndon Church, ef-

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—First
Church called Cherry Swanson and
Debbie Troutman as interim chil-
dren’s directors.

B SOMERSET—High Street Church
ordained Morris Dick, David Mor-
ris, Scott Muse, Mike New and Neal
Shoemaker as deacons March 23.

he has forsaken his Christian roots.

“My foundation is Christian. I am
not turning against the church. I’'m not
turning against Jesus. I still have Jesus
in my heart,” he said. “Islam has giv-
en me a context to live Jesus.”

Chavis Muhammad reportedly de-
scribed himself in March as a minis-
ter in the Nation of Islam, whose
members believe, among other things,
in the inherent supremacy of blacks
over whites.

In 1994, he left his position as ex-
ecutive director of the NAACP in the
midst of sexual harassment allega-
tions. Earlier he served in a number
of positions with the UCC’s racial jus-
tice unit from 1968 to 1993. He spent _
four years in prison in the 1970s stem-
ming from his civil rights activities.
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‘My dear sons who are graduating’ (Part I)

Provide a job for a student or spousé

Judy Lawson was a wonderful houseparent for
our younger boys. Two years ago she moved to
California to be with her daughter and grand-
daughter. Judy had a gift for meeting the needs of
younger boys. Several of those boys will be grad-
uating in the class of 1997. I want to share por-
tions of a letter she sent to these young men.

“To my dear sons who are graduating,

“To some of you this will be just another let-
ter, but I pray that ... you will hear my heart. ... I
wish I could be there to share in the
honor of your graduation.

“Have you ever watched a sapling
tree grow from year to year? When it is
young it is rather skinny and bends eas-
ily with every wind. ... The sapling tree
has few branches, and those it does have
are not strong enough to bear weight ....
It provides only a little shade and pro-
tection for birds resting in its branches.
But ... as it grows, the branches gain
strength and mass and are able to bear
great weight. The matured tree ... pro-
vides great branches that provide shel--

-you used to because you are stronger and can re-

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

responsible, you were given more responsibility,
and most of the time did quite well with it. One
unique thing about OBI is that since you are to-
gether 24 hours a day ... it seems that others all
know your weak areas. ... That is true, but they
also see how you have grown and don’t bend like

sist temptation brought by the wind. Many of you
became helpers of the ‘new saplings’ by super-
vising in the dorm, or on your job or by being
good role models in sports. I am excit-
ed for your futures as you leave Oneida
because of the good foundation you
have gained here. I pray that you will
be a strength to others, that you will be
one to provide physical, emotional and
spiritual shelter to those close to you.
Some, the Lord will send to you just for
that purpose. Be their provision.
“You are no longer ‘saplings’ but
have become (almost) matured trees.
‘What is your source of nourishment? Is
it God’s word? ... Is your trunk stand-
ing straight or are you still wanting to

ter and offer cool shade from the glar-
ing sun. It reproduces itself in new seeds. Some
trees have edible fruit and are a food source. ... A
healthy tree has a deep root foundation, a strong
straight trunk, full branches and an abundant sup-
ply of leaves and fruit.

“At Oneida, I felt most blessed to be given the
“saplings.” ... No matter what your home situa-
tion, you all had equal opportunity to grow and
mature at Oneida and could learn about the Lord
every day if you wanted. I loved my job as your
dean. ... I noticed and appreciated your growth
from month to month and year to year. You would
come back after summer break and seemed to
have ‘grown a foot taller. As you became more

lean right or left when the wind blows?
What if trouble comes your way? Will you bend
and break under the pressure, or are you becom-
ing strong enough to stand straight with Jesus at
your side? Are you branching out to help others,
or are your thoughts still on self? ... Don’t be hard
on yourself if you aren’t a giant oak yet. ... Ma-
turing takes months and even years.

“I truly love you all and want you to have hap-
py, successful lives ... . I want you to have peace
and contentment and raise your children to know
the Lord”

(To be continued next week.)

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Not all the training we do at
Clear Creek occurs in the class-
room. The campus “workship” pro-
gram provides an excellent oppor-

- tunity for faculty and staff to men-
tor work and relationship skills.

Ninety students and spouses
hold part-time positions. The pro-
gram requires $540,573 of our an-
nual budget.

Twelve workship po-
sitions are in the Irene
Peterson Child Develop-
ment Center. Workers
care for 43 children from
the campus and commu-
nity. Samantha Camp-
bell’s experience result-
ed in a leadership posi-
tion after graduation.
She and her husband,

" Tom, reside in Louis-
ville where he attends
Southern Baptist Theo-

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

“The surveyor told me he could
not believe how organized I was. I
had the notebook with everything
they could possibly want and more.

“You know that form you made
to keep track of staff training hours?
Well, I am using it and the survey-
or thought it was really great. He
said he wished all day cares would
use it. Neat, huh?

“I also went to that
director’s management
seminar—wonderful. I
have learned so much
from you and I know
that I will continue to
draw from your knowl-
edge and experience.
Your devoted mentoree,
Samantha.”

The Beyond 2001
campaign seeks $1.4
million during a three-
year period to support

logical Seminary.

Samantha is director of the day
care ministry for Highland Baptist
Church in Shelbyville. Rebecca
Whittaker, director of the child de-
velopment center, recently received
this e-mail thank-you letter.

“I thought you would like to
know we had our initial inspection
of the day care yesterday, and there
were no deficiencies. We have set
our opening date for April 21. I
want to thank you so much for all
of your help. I am sure I will con-
tinue to call on you.

these campus jobs.

The federal minimum wage in-
crease hiked this section of our bud-
get by 20 percent. We need addi- -
tional friends who will invest in a
student or his or her spouse.

You will help them put food on
the table, secure a ministry degree
and learn valuable skills for future
work in churches. The return in-
volves eternal results.

Ask Samantha.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Librarian throws the book at many church media centers

INDIANAPOLIS (BP)—When
Wilma Preissler enters an Indianap-
olis church carrying her little black

. bag, she’s not responding to a med-
ical emergency.

After 35 years as a registered
nurse, Preissler is pursuing a new
calling—one that won her recogni-
tion from the 2,000-member Nation-
al Church and Synagogue Library
Association last year.

The association’s Pat Tabler Me-
morial Award is given annually to a
person who has done an outstand-
ing job starting or reviving a church
library. Preissler has done that for
11 libraries in Baptist churches in
the greater Indianapolis area.

) Lillian Koppin, who served as the
association’s awards chairman for

four years, called Preissler “a very

original gal, marvelous at library
work.”

Prior to 1993, however, Preissler
knew nothing about the subject. She
and her husband, Sam, had belonged
to Fall Creek Baptist Church in In-
dianapolis only a year when the pas-
tor, Duane Floro, asked her to serve
as church librarian. Her hand to her
face, Preissler exclaimed, “Pastor, [
do not even know what the Dewey
System is.”

On her way out of the church,
Preissler checked out the library.
Immediately, she knew why no one

had checked out a book in three
years. The books were old. They
smelled. The card catalog didn’t ex-
ist. The room was dark and uninvit-
ing, and it was in the wrong loca-
tion.

“The church library needs to be
between the pulpit and parking lot,”
she said.

Since retiring from nursing, Pre-
issler had discipled women in her
home. Standing in that musty, unused
library, she thought of all the books
and tapes she had used as tools to help
people grow spiritually.

Driving home, a million ideas
raced through her mind as to how to
make the library attractive, workable
and well-located. She pulled into her
garage, put her head on the steering
wheel and prayed, “Lord, I'm avail-
able. I want to be obedient.”

“From that moment on, I knew
God was opening a door.”

The Preisslers emptied the church
library of its 1,000 books and carried
the books in shopping bags and arm-
fuls to their home. Six months later,
the library reopened in a small, cheer-
ful room near the main church lobby.

With a computer from her son, Pre-
issler designed an innovative, eco-
nomical card system.

“Three years ago, I couldn’t even
turn on the computer,” she recalled.
“Now I’m running a computer re-

source center. Only God could have
done that through me.”

Since April 1995, Preissler has
served as media library ministry di-
rector for the Baptist association in
Indianapolis, helping 10 other church-
es start or renew their libraries.

“Nobody wants to start a library,”
she noted. “They don’t want to sitina
corner typing cards.” Further, pastors
and staff may see little value in enlist-
ing someone to organize a roomful of
books. But Preissler sees great value
in library ministry, as does Pat Brown,
consultant with the Baptist Sunday
School Board’s church media pro-
gram.

Both women noted libraries today
contain cassette tapes and videotapes,
as well as books. Both see the church
media library as a way to help people.
The word “media” indicates the books
and tapes aren’t an end in themselves,
Brown said, but rather “a means for
getting across a message.” :

“We put a tremendous amount of
emphasis on ministry,” added David
Tiller, director of the Sunday School
Board’s church media program.

Brown said a library ministry
should have a two-pronged mission:
to provide religious education re-
sources for church teachers and lead-
ers and to provide quality materials for
individuals for growth.

Furthermore, “media goes where

Doc Lindsey has church starting prescription

By Wayne Grinstead
SBC Home Mission Board

ROCHESTER, Minn. (BP)—
Home missionary Doc Lindsey is flu-
ent enough in the language of tech-
nology to speak it without an accent.

Lindsey, director of missions and
evangelism for the Minnesota-Wis-
consin Baptist Convention, built a ra-
dio when he was 5 years old, and he’s
been an amateur radio operator for 36
of his 54 years. A computer enthusi-
ast, he’s a tester for Microsoft soft-
ware.

But when it comes to starting
churches, his approach predates the
Dark Ages. “Jesus walked around the
planet at three miles an hour,” he says.
“I think we need to join him on his
walk.”

A veteran runner of 30 marathons,
Lindsey proposes neighborhood
walks as prerequisites to church start-
ing. It’s the best way to look for points
of light and darkness in the commu-
nity, he says. “Liquor stores, crack
houses, children’s bicycles and toys
in front yards, playgrounds—you
won’t see these if you drive by,” he
says. The goal is to find where God is
at Work and to meet what Lindsey
calls a “person of peace,” someone
from the neighborhood God has pre-
pared to help start a church.

Lindsey teaches this approach
through Operation Lydia workshops,
named for Lydia in the Bible, who
started a church with her friends and
neighbors. “It’s the way the early
church did it,” Lindsey says. “No
buildings, Bibles, budget, Baylor
(University), Baptist book stores or
Billy Graham—and yet they did what
the Lord told them to do.”

Most people come to church the
first time because of friends, Lindsey
says. “It’s relationships. It’s not pro-
grams; it’s not the preacher,” he says.
“The wise pastor knows this.” Lind-
sey hopes the relationship-based ap-
proach will help increase the number
of churches in Minnesota-Wisconsin
from 141 to 400 by 2010.

A former evangelism consultant in
Los Angeles, a Home Mission Board
staff member in Atlanta and an asso-
ciational missionary in Detroit, Lind-
sey accepted the position with Min-
nesota-Wisconsin because “it was a
chance to see if the stuff I believe
works,” he says. He believes it will,
of course.

A talented musician, Lindsey once
considered a career as a concert pia-
nist. After a stint in the Army, he start-
ed a business in Hawaii. “Making
money was easy,” he says. “Butin the
middle of all that, the Lord reminded
me that I had a job to do.” That job
was missions.

Missions was so prominent in
Lindsey’s heritage, he was not sur-
prised when he felt the call. One
grandfather was a “blood and thunder
evangelist” and musician who trav-
eled with a tent and a truck full of in-
struments. His uncle was an evange-
list and a trombone player who had
once won the Ted Mack Original
Amateur Hour.

At 13, after only a year of lessons,
Lindsey toured with his uncle as re-
vival pianist. “‘Just hit as many notes
as you can,” he told me,” Lindsey
says. “He believed in me—he blessed
me.’

Lindsey’s other grandfather was a
church planter in California. His fa-
ther was a pastor in Richmond, Mo.,

when called to become a home mis-
sionary and start a church in Iowa. Just
out of high school, the young Lind-
sey postponed entry into-Baylor Uni-
versity in Texas and went with his
family to help.

The church they started is still alive
and well today. “I came up in the SBC
evangelistic tradition,” Lindsey says.
“I have all those threads in me.”

The job Lindsey faces now is to
start evangelical churches in 90 unen-
tered counties in Minnesota-Wiscon-
sin. But not all church starts have to
be Southern Baptist, Lindsey believes.
Part of the convention’s strategy is to
build relationships with other groups.

“We have worked with 14 denom-
inations in Operation Lydia,” Lindsey
says. “We don’t compete with others
we honor them.”

“Ilike to start new things,” he con-
tinues, and he’s not concerned who
gets the credit. He points out the ideas
behind Operation Lydia were devel-
oped by Tom Woolf and Carol Davis
of the Church on Brady in Los Ange-
les. Lindsey wants others to benefit
from this biblical model of church
starting that helped Minnesota-Wis-
consin start 25 churches last year. .

“I don’t own it, I don’t charge for
it,” Lindsey says of Operation Lydia.
“I want to give it away. You can paint
it green and call it whatever you want
to—as long as you use its principles.”

For the time being, Lindsey is
walking, running and riding the Inter-
net through Minnesota-Wisconsin,
teaching Operation Lydia workshops
and promoting church starting and
evangelism in seven associations that
include 9.5 million people. “I’ve been
in new work all my life,” he says. “I
thrive on it.”

we can’t go. It’s an opportunity not
only for training, also for evange-
lism,” Brown said.

Preissler and Brown insist support
from church staff is essential to build-
ing a library ministry. It’s also impor-
tant to have enough committed lay-
people to make the ministry work.
“We suggest that no church of any
size start a media ministry with fewer
than three people,” Brown said, “be-
cause it will quickly lead to frustra-
tion and burnout if too few people try
to do such a big task.”

Trained librarians aren’t required
for a library ministry, Preissler noted.
“If your heart is willing and you re
obedient, I believe God can use you,”
she said.

Yet, once the commitment is made,
training is essential. Initially, Preissler
sought help from a professional librar-
ian friend. Then, learning of the
church media program, she attended
its training conferences in Nashville
and at Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Con-
ference Center. She also asked many
questions by phone of Brown and her
fellow consultants.

The church media program exists
to help those involved in a church li-
brary ministry or interested in starting
one. It sponsors four national training
events annually and offers numerous
resources. For more information, call
(615) 251-2744.

half a dozen strokes can make the ditference. betwe nbig

bucks and no bucks, some golfers claim the contentment 0

God’s love regardless of birdies or bogles -

~ Pro golf has “very high highs and some very low tows, '

~said player Steve Lowery, one of three golfers on this year's

- Professional Golfers Association tour who are members of

~ First Baptist Church of Wmdermere Fla. The others are Brad '

~ Bryantand Mike Brisky.
- All three have had successful careers But along WIth the

_ prizes, they note, are the pressures. -

~ Pro golf is a worldly game, Lowery said. Status comes:

,;;ffvfrorn performance, from “where you are on the money list.”
. But having axpenenced God s uncondmonal love, Lowery

~ wh|ch they can mﬂuence young people .
~The men realize how important it is to set an example
“You play in front of 10,000 people,” Brisky noted.

And “the fans are right next to you. So often, we're
walking through a crowd of people,” Bryant said. As a .
Christian in that context, “I think it should make a difference
in the way | conduct myself.”

But it’s no different for him than it should be for any
Christian, he said. “'m a Christian that plays golf—that’s my
job. ... Hopefully, we take our faith with us to the workplace,
whatever it is.”
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Top 10 Reasons to Use the
Westem Becorﬂer’s

10. It’s easier to create than any newsletter you 're doin.g now.

9. Members get more for their money than just a newsletter;

they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives.

8. ’s on schedule. Our weekly or monthly | schedule helps
you keep on top of communicating with church members.

ol There’s something for everyone. The Western Recorder isn’t

just a denominational paper; it’s a reader-friendly paper full of
practical resources for Christian living.

6 It gives Qerspectlve If you re concerned about church mem-
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West-
ern Recorder is a must.

S. We’ll make you look great. The Western Recorder staff will
work with you to create an attractive layout and show you
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week.

4. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the
Recorder routinely tell us 1t was one of the biggest helps
they’ve received. :

3. we’ll work with the Post Office, so you don’t have to.

. We’ll do it your way. The Recorder pubhshes newspages a
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We
can meet your needs.

1. we'll save your church money. Most churches currently

- publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save

hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by pubhshm§ their
newsletter on the Western Recorder.

Call (80R) R44-6473 today for deta.lls.
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