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Researcher suggests revrval but others aren’t so sure ‘

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (ABP)—One pollster
says American Christianity may be
experiencing a renaissance, but other
observers are not so sure.

A four-year series of surveys by
religious researcher George Barna in-
dicates American adults could be turn-
ing toward Christ.

“Just one year ago, it appeared the
Christian church in America was on
the way out—out of people’s minds,

~ out of their hearts, out of their sched-

ules, out of their future,” reported Bar-
na, president of the Barna Research
Group, which conducted the surveys.

“But the latest in the annual series
of tracking studies ... shows that the
multi-year decline of Chnstlamty ap-

Coup shaking
country but not
God’s presem:e

By Martv Croll
SBC Fore/gn M/ssmn Board

FREETOWN Slerra Lcone
- (BP)-—Two rockets exploded
just feet from the walls of their
compound. A stray bullet

_ pierced a lamp shade and
- lodged in a bedroom wall. But
missionaries in besmged Free-

felt the peace and presence of

. God during a rmhtary coup in
late May.
“While there has been ﬁght—

~ing all around us, we have not
felt any specific danger,” said

- Southern Baptist forergn mis-

. smnary Ron Hill.

Sill, with Nrgenan grmboats -

landing the uruuung of May 28

.' Hill and his wife, Sharon, were

begmmngto c 'srder whether to

evacuate. “We’re seeking God’s
~ guidance as to our next step,” he
csad -
The Hills were jolted awake .

about6a m. May 25 by the chat-

ter of machine guns and blasts
from heavy artillery as conspu-—
ators launched the coup in the .
- capital city. .
Nigerian troops loyal to Sler-

- 1a Leone’s first democratically
elected president, Ahmed Tejan.
-Kabbah, withdrew to about 12
miles outside the city after mili- -
tary leaders staging the coup
drove Kabbah out May 25.

. “People are tense as to what

- will transpire between Nigerian
'troops and the new mlhtary dic-
tator’s troops,” Hill said.

At one point, troops entered
the compound and sought to
steal two vehicles. But a soldier

_ carrying a pocket New Testa-
ment persuaded his colleagues
not to; instead, they comman- .
deered two vehicles next door.

pears to have bottomed out, and the
Christian faith is now experiencing a
renaissance of sorts,” he said.

Meanwhile, other religious re-
searchers and leaders said Americans
are so confused spiritually that track-
ing their faith is next to impossible.

Barna’s statements came at about
the same time as the Gallup organiza-
tion released findings that Americans’
responses to a poll on religious indi-
cators was nearly unchanged com-
pared to responses 50 years ago.

Barna’s research focuses on the
percentage of Americans who are
classified as “born again.”

The survey categorizes a person as
born again if she or he responds posi-
tively to two statements. “Born-again”
individuals say they have “made a
personal commitment to Jesus Christ

that is still important in my life today
and believe after death they will “go
to heaven because I have confessed
my sins and have accepted Jesus
Christ as my Savior.”

“According to Barna’s 1994 survey,
36 percent of American adults werg
“born-again” Christians. That figure
rose to 39 percent in 1995, where it
remained in 1996. But it climbed four
points, to 43 percent, in January of this
year.

The 7-point increase from 1994 to
1997 was more than double the sur-
vey’s “sampling error,” or the 3-point
range of accuracy for the poll, Barna
said.

However, several observers of
U.S. religious trends questioned
whether American religious faith can
be plotted in an era of spiritual fervor,

rapid change and confusion.

“I hope George Barna is right, but
I haven’t seen anything to document
it,” said Loren Mead, founding presi-
dent of the Alban Institute, a national
church research and resource organi-
zation.

“I’m not running into what he’s
running into,” Mead said of Barna’s
surveys, although he affirmed Barna’s
approach to information-gathering.

“I haven’t seen any very strong
evidence of increases in church num-

bers on the national scale,” said Mead, ',

now an independent church consult-
ant. “There are very significant things
that happen in some local situations.

But I don’t think they are affecting the :

large-scale picture of religious adher-
ence or enthusiasm.”

Q) See Barna suggests ..., page 7

INDOOR FUN Rain failed to dampen enthusiasm for Kentucky for Kids Day May 31. An estimated 1,000 people attended the event at the
civic center in Frankfort. Sponsored by Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union, the activities were designed to- urge participants to get
involved in child advocacy issues. More photos and information about the event are on page 3.

Bible society flip-flops on translation decision

'Bv Pamela Long
Religion News Service

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.
(RNS)—Pressure from conservative
evangelical Christians has forced
publishers to cancel plans for an
updated, “gender-accurate” edition
of the most popular Bible translation
in the United States that critics said
would have pandered to feminists.

The International Bible Society
announced May 27 it would “serve
the church ahead of market con-
cerns” by scrapping a proposed New
International Version that would
substitute gender-neutral words,
such as “people,” for gender-specif-
ic words, such as “mankind,” in cas-

es where the original biblical lan- -

guages do not demand gender-spe-
cific words.

“We had a balance to strike be-
tween serving the evangelical
church in the world and the evan-
gelical church in the United States,
and often those two halves see

things from different cuftural stand-

points,” said Steven Johnson,
spokesman for the Colorado
Springs, Colo.-based Bible society,
which holds the copyright to the
NIV.

The decision was hailed immedi-
ately by critics of the project.

“I believe the IBS has taken pre-
cisely the right steps in this situa-
tion,” said Al Mohler, president of

Southern Baptist Theological Sem--

inary in Louisville and a leading

critic of the proposed changes. -

“I am concerned about any at-
tempt to use a translation of Scrip-
ture, or to revise a translation of
Scripture in order to meet the de-
mands of political correctness and
gender inclusivity that we hear
called for so much in modern cul-
ture,” Mohler said.

Johnson agreed that the root is-
sue with the new version has more
to do with politics than with linguis-
tic accuracy.

The debate over the NIV mirrors
conflicts that have accompanied vir-
tually every new translation of the
Bible and that still roil the Roman
Catholic Church as U.S. bishops
seek to win Vatican approval for
O See Bible society ..., page 9
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Film not
scheduled
in Kentucky

A documentary film
about changing views on
women in ministry at
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
will air nationwide on
public television this
month, but most
Kentucky residents won’t
be able to see it.

“Battle for the Minds,” a
documentary produced
by Steven Lipscomb, will
air nationwide on PBS
stations June 10.
However, neither of the
PBS affiliates serving
Kentucky has scheduled
the program.
Programming
spokesmen for KET, the
statewide PBS network,
and WKPC-TV, which
serves the Louisville
metropolitan area, said
May 30 that they do not
plan to air “Battle for the
Minds.” No further
explanation was
immediately available.
The film will be shown
nationally as part of the
PBS series “P.0.V.:
Television with a Point of
View,” which showcases
independent non-fiction
- films.

A slightly longer version
of the documentary was
the centerpiece of last
fall’s Louisville Film and
Video Festival.

The film documents the
transition in leadership
at Southern Seminary
from the time Al Mohler
became president in
1993 through the spring
of 1995, a turbulent
period in the seminary’s
history. It features
interviews with Mohler,
-seminary trustee David
Miller, former seminary
-professors Molly
Marshall and Henlee
Barnette and other
Baptists aitending the
Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting in 1995.
Inquiries about whether
the program will be aired
~atany time on
Kentucky’s PBS affiliates
should be directed to
KET at (800) 432-0951
and WKPC-TV at (502)

459-9572.

Fellowship drops funding for Baptist World Alliance

MCcLEAN, Va. (ABP)—Tighten-
ing finances have prompted the Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship to drop
$102,000 earmarked.in its global-mis-
sions budget for the Baptist World
Alliance, Fellowship leaders say.

The proposal to drop funding for
the worldwide network of Baptist
leaders was included but not reported
in detail in a $14.3 million budget ap-
proved by the Fellowship’s Coordi-
nating Council in April. The 1997-98
spending plan will be voted on at the

Fellowship’g June 26-28 General As- .

sembly in Louisville.

The cut was not discussed in a ple-
nary session by the Coordinating
Council, but as news spread by word
of mouth, some BWA supporters have
complained to Fellowship leaders
about the defunding.

BWA, based in McLean, Va,, is
comprised of 187 Baptist conventions
and unions around the world. Among
BWA members is the Southern Bap-

tist Convention, which is budgeted to
give just under $415,000 to the orga-
nization this year.

The Fellowship, an Atlanta-based
group opposed to the SBC’s conser-
vative leadership, has not sought
membership in BWA but has been
funding the group through its global-
missions ministry group.

This year, the Fellowship ham-
mered out a proposed budget in the
shadow of a funding plateau which in
January forced the Coordinating
Council to cut spending for the cur-
rent year by 10 percent.

Next year’s budget proposes 5 per-
cent growth, calls for spending
$584,000 from global-missions re-
serves and adds a 2.5 percent reserve
fund to cover any shortfall. It projects
a net gain of six in the Fellowship’s
140-member missionary force.

In a context of tough budget deci-
sions, Fellowship mission leaders de-
termined “we don’t have enough

money” to include BWA in the 1997-
98 budget, said Keith Parks, global
missions coordinator.

“We’re just having to make some
tough, hard decisions, looking at mon-
ey designated for missions and ask-
ing what is our priority scale in terms
of missions priority,” Parks.said.
“BWA didn’t make the cut.”

Parks said funding for BWA was
placed under global missions in early
Fellowship budgets for the sake of
convenience. He believes it would be
more appropriate for BWA to be in
the Fellowship’s general budget.

As long as giving to the Fellow-
ship remained ahead of growth in its
missions program, it didn’t matter.
This year, however, the global-mis-
sions group pondered the prospect of
receiving more applicants for mission-
ary service than it can afford to ap-
point or of canceling a popular mis-
sions and evangelism conference.

“It’s not that we have any lack of

support for what BWA is doing,”
Parks said. “Many CBFers are very
supportive of BWA. As we tried to
evaluate mission priorities and looked
at financial resources, that just didn’t
hit as high a priority as some other
things.”

Baptists in Virginia, where BWA
is based, have been among the lead-
ing critics of the defunding. Mike
Clingenpeel, editor of the Virginia
Religious Herald, wrote an editorial
May 22 strongly criticizing the Fel-
lowship’s decision.

“Why was BWA ftotally eliminat-
ed from CBF support when other
CBF-funded partners received only
partial cuts from the funding short-
fall?” he asked.

The decision “is guaranteed to cre-
ate division” within the Fellowship,
Clingenpeel predicted. “It is the kind

.of issue that could divide CBF’s fel-

lowship at a time when CBF can ill
afford—literally—internal discord.”

Prominent religious broadcaster to lead SBC media unit

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
David Clark, a Christian broadcast-
ing executive from Dallas, has been
hired to head the media operation of
the North American Mission Board.

Clark, 56, is president of KMC
Media, a Dallas-based media com-
pany that produces and markets tele-
vision programs for some of Amer-
ica’s most prominent Christian min-
istries, such as Prison Fellowship,
Concerned Women for America and
World Vision.

His company produces and/or
markets the television ministries of
Southern Baptist pastors Adrian
Rogers of Bellevue Baptist Church
in Memphis, Tenn.; Ed Young of
Second Baptist Church in Houston;
James Merritt of First Baptist
Church in Snellville, Ga.; and Jack
Graham of Prestonwood Baptist
Church in Dallas, where Clark has
been a member for six years.

He will be executive director of
media technology for the North Amer-
ican Mission Board when the new

Southern Baptist Convention agency
is created June 19. However, he be-
gan serving June 1 as executive vice
president of the Radio & Television
Commission in Fort Worth, Texas,
one of three Southern Baptist agencies
being merged to form NAMB.

Clark will direct the Fort Worth-
based media operation of NAMB,
which includes the FamilyNet cable
TV network. He will report to
NAMB’s as-yet-unnamed vice presi-
dent for media and missions educa-
tion.

Clark was introduced to RTVC
trustees and employees at a May 23
banquet honoring the employees of
the dissolved agency. He will be ap-
pointed to the NAMB position by Bob
Reccord, who is scheduled to be elect-
ed president of the Atlanta-based
agency June 19. Reccord recruited
Clark for the position, said Clark, add-
ing his pastor, Jack Graham, also en-
couraged him to take the job.

Jack Johnson, current president of
the RTVC, will become special assis-
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When YBS workers get desperate, they get ugly

tant to Reccord in the new structure,
RTVC trustees were told. Johnson
was unavailable for comment May 28.
Clark is current chairman of the
National Religious Broadcasters, a
position he also held from 1991 to
1994 and will continue to fill while
serving NAMB. He was instrumental
in instituting ethical and financial stan-
dards for members of NRB in the
wake of the high-profile Christian
~broadcasting scandals of the 1980s.
Before starting KMC Media in
1991, Clark was vice president of
marketing for the Christian Broadcast-
ing Network, where he was responsi-
ble for marketing Pat Robertson’s
“700 Club” television program. He

previously was dean of the college of

communications at Robertson’s Re-
gent University, then CBN Universi-
ty, and professor of broadcasting at
Bowling Green University in Ohio.
Clark also was appointed by a fed-
eral judge as bankruptcy trustee for
Heritage USA, the failed theme park
and development project of defrocked

PTL founder Jim Bakker.

Clark said he intends to maintain
the current ministries of the RTVC
while expanding services to church-
es. FamilyNet has “tremendous poten-
tial” and will be able to grow as new
technology allows cable TV systems
to increase the number of channels
they offer, he said. Meanwhile, the
agency’s stable of radio programs has
earned valuable free airtime on secu-
lar stations, he said.

But, he added, “We’ll change the
priorities of the RTVC somewhat.”

“There is a clear mandate to serve
the churches,” he said, echoing a
theme voiced by Reccord. “We need
to listen very carefully to the needs
churches have, primarily focusing on
evangelism.”

Not only large churches but small
and medium-sized congregations will
benefit from NAMB’s media servic-
es, he said. The new agency will look
for ways to equip local congregations
to use NAMB media materials in their
own outreach ministries, he said. :



KENTUCKY

WMU event urges more advocacy for children’s issues

By David Winfrey
News Director

FRANKFORT—With activities
ranging from face painting and magic
to education about child abuse and
children’s health care, an estimated
1,000 people attended Kentucky for
Kids Day May 31.

Sponsored by Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union, 33 groups in-
volved in children’s issues participat-
edin the event, said Julie Keith, chair-
person for the event. WMU’s empha-
sis this year is child advocacy.

-Keith said the day helped people .

learn how to become more involved
in helping children. “For different
people, that’s in different ways,” said
Keith, an associate for Kentucky
WMU. “It may just be that they pay
more attention to their children.” .

She added that she hopes local
Baptist associations will consider
holding similar events so people can
learn how to be active locally.

Booths offered information on a
variety of issues, from Kentucky Bap-
tist agencies and statewide advocacy
groups to healthcare issues and edu-
cational toys. -

Jo Barrett, development coordina-
tor for Kosair Charities, said she ap-
preciated having a forum to tell more
people about that group’s involve-
ment in children’s health care.

Debra Miller, deputy director for
Kentucky Youth Advocates, said she
hoped more people learned how to be
lobbyists for children in their home-
towns.

Originally scheduled for the
grounds of the state Capitol, rain
forced the event to be held at the Farn-
ham Dudgeon Civic Center. Children
didn’t appear to let the rain dampen
their enthusiasm.

David Newell, who plays Mr. Mc-
Feely on Mister Rogers’ Neighbor-
hood, signed autographs-and spoke
during the formal program.

Newell said the show tries to en-
courage people to consider children
and children’s feelings on a daily ba-
sis. “If you’d just do that every day of
our lives, the world would be a much
better place.”

Peggy Hicks, president of Ken-

H Bret Robbe, pastor of
Bellevue Baptist Church
in Owensboro and a
member of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention’s
executive secretary-
treasurer search
committee, has been
called as pastor of
Clearview Baptist Church
in Franklin, Tenn. Robbe
said he will continue to
serve on the search
committee through the
end of June, but will
resign from the
committee at that time.

M Elva Stricker died
May 29 in Louisville at
age 68. Her hushand,
Jesse, is former
evangelism director for
the Kentucky Baptist
Convention. This was
the second death to
strike the family in two

' months. On Easter

Sunday, the Strickers’
grandson, Ben Perkins,
died suddenly of an
asthma attack in Kenya,
where the Strickers’
daughter and son-in-law
are Southern Baptist
missionaries. In addition
to her husband, Mrs.
Stricker is survived by
two daughters, Beth
Perkins and Pamela
Stocking; a son, Barry
Stricker; a sister, Goldie
Stricker; and seven
grandchildren. A
memorial service was
held June 2 at Woodland
Baptist Church in
Louisville, with burial in
Cave Hill Cemetery.

W Georgetown College’s
peer exchange network
will sponsor a lecture by

tucky WMU, said that was the whole b T P : :

idea behind Kentucky for Kids Day. KENTUCKY FOR KIDS DAY M Top: Children play during the May 31 event, which encouraged more involvement in children’s issues.

“We’re hoping that the children have B Above left: Lisa Martin, of South Side Baptist Church in Covington, runs under a canopy. B Above right: David Newell, who plays Services and GIE

a wonderful time, but our real reason  Mr. McFeely on Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, signs an autograph. B Bottom left: A gir/ holds part of a prayer chain. The chain, which ] : 10

is to help people realize they can be- featured prayers for children, was displayed at the close of the event's formal program. B Bottom right: Taps, a group of four drummers, Directories, June

come advocates for children.” bang out a musical beat. : ~ from 10 a.m. to noon at
: the Griffin Gate Resort in

Lexington. Tickets cost

$25 and are available

from Georgetown

College, (502) 863-8527

Earl Goode, president of
GTE Information
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Who’s qualified?

I read Charles Driggers’ letter
(May 20, page 4) upholding the view
that divorce disqualifies a man from
the pastorate. He correctly quoted 1
Timothy 3:2, 4-5, and used this Scrip-
ture to defend the view that I have

- heard all of my life—that divorce, ex-

perienced at any time and for any rea-
son during a man’s life, makes that
man unfit to be a pastor.

Years ago, I began to question this
vigorously defended, traditional view
by looking at it this way.
If a man were to truly
conform to the literal re-
quirements of 1 Timothy
3:2, 4-5, then, to be a
pastor, he must only be
amarried man with chil-
dren living at home. He
cannot be “the husband
of one wife” if he has no
wife, and he cannot
“keep his children under
control” if he has no
children living at home. Taken liter-
ally, it appears not only that those
called to be pastors need to avoid di-
vorce, but also that never-marrieds,
widowers, the childless and empty-
nesters need not apply.

Benny Bivins
Williamstown

Biblical equality

Several months ago, the Western
Recorder published a cartoon depict-
ing two women in a church. The cap-
tion read something like this: “They
don’t just shoot the wounded, they
torture us first.” Sadly, this is much
too accurate to be humorous.

Connie Pruitt’s letter (May 20,
page 4) is to be commended for her
declaration of being a feminist. Fem-

BAPTIST

FORUM

inism is nothing of which to be
ashamed. Since Pruitt denounced both
abortion and same-sex marriage, I
would guess she is an “evangelical”
feminist, one who looks to the Bible
as the source of authority. Evangeli-
cal feminism focuses on the gospel,
not upon who holds the most power

-in society.

- Jesus Christ’s life indicated that he,
too, was such a feminist. He had wom-
en followers, he taught women, he
made a woman the first witness of his
resurrection, and there are many more
examples -if we care to
give them attention.

If you are interested
in knowing more about
evangelical feminism
and equality of all be-
lievers, you will find an
abundance of informa-
tion available from
Christians for Biblical
Equality (122 West
Franklin Ave., Suite
218, Minneapolis, Minn.
55405-2451). This group is made up
of Christian men and women from
various evangelical denominations
who work to understand and teach the
unbiased truth of equality in the Bi-
ble.

If you have been tortured by years
of confusing biblical interpretation
regarding your worth or your ability
to serve God because of gender, col-
or, age or some other feature you have
no control over, you deserve the joy
and healing that the truth can provide.

Sue Mattingly
Louisville

Concern overstated
The editorial “Israel should value

religious liberty” (April 22, page 5)

was disturbing. You overstated the

issue. Not that religious liberty is a
trivial matter, but this was a misread-
ing of the issue.

After living 27 years in Israel I can
assure you this has been an ongoing
discussion for many years. Laws are
on the books discouraging missionary
activities but have not been imple-
mented. You are not alone in your
overreaction. An article in the London
Times titled “Proposed Israeli Act

‘Will Outlaw New Testament’” seems

to reflect your opinion.

Will people distributing, possess-
ing or studying the New Testament be
put in jail? I doubt it.

Why this law?

Recently a tract or booklet titled
“Peace” with an aggressive message
aimed at proselytizing and converting
Israelis was widely distributed to a
large number of Israeli households.
This was the main stated excuse.
However, the Southern Baptist Con-
vention resolution of 1996 targeting
Jews for conversion contributed to this
climate.

Both these events are considered
serious threats to the ultimate sur-
vival of Judaism and Jews. It is safe
to say these suggestions of a “cru-
sade” targeting Jews for conversion
is what the Jews fear most. “Target-
ing” and “crusades” are words ab-
horrent to Jews. Neither Jews, nor
Muslims for that matter, have for-
gotten crusades of previous centu-
ries and the subsequent inquisitions
and forced conversions.

We would be wise to “cool it.”
Discussion and understanding, not
confrontation or sensational com-
ments (either from the Western Re-
corder or London Times) with threats
of foreign political pressure, should be
the order of the day.

Milton Murphy
Williamsburg

When members and mission collide

- By Tom Ehrich

When First Christian Church in
Winston-Salem, N.C., announced the
closing of its preschool, my first reac-
tion was, “That’s a strange decision.”

Kind of like McDonald’s dropping
the Big Mac, I thought. The school is
35 years old, one of the first in the
nation to be accredited. It has a strong
reputation, loyal teachers and full
classes. It provides great visibility to
help a church reach
young families.

Then I read the ma-
terials church leaders
sent home to parents. That’s when a
larger lens came into focus for me.

Behind the soothing words, the
core truth was: Church members
wanted their space back. They were
tired of sharing their classrooms with
children who use the rooms hard on
weekdays and don’t belong to First
Christian. The needs of members
come first. _

On one hand, this makes sense.
What organization doesn’t feel guid-
ed by the needs of its members? But
on the other hand—well, what is the
other hand?

I suddenly heard with new clarity
the wrangling I’ve experienced in
churches: leaders bemoaning the
“wear and tear” outside groups put on
church facilities and the scheduling
conflicts that arise; church councils
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imposing stringent building-use poli-
cies on users like 12-step recovery
groups; finance committees leaving
outreach spending until last in budget
planning. '

I know the other side of the story
too. Some faith communities do a lot.
Their lights are always on, their paint
chipped, their budgets tight, their hall-
ways lined with appeals for worthy
causes, their members too busy serv-
ing others to complain about last Sun-
day’s hymn selections.

But on the whole,
religious congrega-
tions do surprisingly
little for the world outside their doors.
For some reason, that brought the is-
sue of tax-exempt status to mind.

Before granting tax-exempt status
to a public charity, the Internal Reve-
nue Service insists the venture dem-
onstrate its focus is on the public, not
on its own constituents. Foundations,
for example, must give away at least
85 percent of their revenues. A chari-
ty must show it serves others in a way
that isn’t self-serving.

Religious organizations, of course,
have been grandfathered into tax-ex-
empt status. But if the average con-
gregation were to apply now for rec-
ognition as a charitable venture, it
probably would be denied.

In the typical church budget, fixed
expenses such as salaries, benefits and
building maintenance require up to 80

percent of annual revenues. Giving

away 5 percent is considered gener-
ous. The vast majority of staff time is
devoted to serving members.

Many congregations say they serve
the world by making their space avail-
able to outsiders, but do they?

From time to time, congregations
mount mission projects, but in my
experience they rarely engage much
energy beyond a committed few.

Church leaders say they serve by
equipping members to be servants
in-the world. But is that what hap-
pens?

In my experience, church gather-
ings focus on the joys and duties of
membership, and worship is driven by
the tastes and expectations of mem-
bers. The focus of conversion is get-
ting oneself right with God. “Lay min-
istry” is taken to mean in-house du-
ties, not dissimilar from serving on the
greens committee.

Congregations are trapped in insti-
tutional habits that leave them behav-
ing like clubs: members come to get
personal needs met, they are protec-
tive of membership privileges and
they screen out undesirables.

Some people sense the trap and are
restless in it. As I talk with people who
are searching for a faith community, I
hear impatience with the club mental-
ity, and I hear a strong desire to give
life away in mission. (RNS)

Tom Ehrich is an Episcopal priest in
Winston-Salem, N.C., an author and
Jformer Wall Street Journal reporter.

- es power to create changes in our
world and in ourselves.




HE SAID/SHE SAID

‘Even a child is known by his
actions’—and parents too

SHESAID

Children learn how to cover for
themselves at an early age. And it’s
amazing how remorseful they can be—
after they've been caught in the act.

We had several episodes last week.
With grandparents visiting, the boys
-used their wiles to try and get away
with as much as possible.

One day they turned on the hose in
the carport and soaked everything in
sight, including themselves. My
mother-in-law was watching them from
the window. By the time she reached them, the damage had
been done.

They knew immediately that they were in the wrong. They
hung their heads, stripped their shoes off and ran inside to
change clothes. When Grandma Charlotte asked them,
“What is your Daddy going to say?”, they quickly replled
“We'll tell him Mommy did it.”

Luke got caught in his own game later in the week.

Their Sunday Bible verse was “Children, obey your
parents.” During Sunday lunch, they already were doing their
best to forget this maxim when their grandmother asked
them to tell us the verse they had learned. They repeatedly
said they didn’t remember it. Garrett eventually whispered it
in her ear, but Luke was adamant that he didn’t know it.

Later in the meal, he started being silly and said-the verse
was “Pets, obey your parents.” But he wouldn’t ever say the
verse correctly, because he didn’t want to have to live by it.

Then we played the boys’ latest game, “Raise your hand if
...” After several rounds of things like “Raise your hand if
you’re wearing the color blue,” the boys’ crafty grandmother
said, “Raise your hand if you know the Bible verse from
Sunday school.”

We all raised our hands, including Luke.

His expression was priceless. He looked like a deer
caught in the headlights of a car. He knew the game was up.
And then his face just crumpled and he started crying and
crawled into my lap.

It was just a game. Whether Luke was upset because he
had been caught or because he hadn’t been obeying his
parents, we’re not sure. But for whatever reason, he needed
to find the grace that was waiting-for him.

Don'’t we all?

Alison Wingfield

There really ought to be a verse right
after “Children, obey your parents” that
says “Parents, be patient with your
children when they fail to obey.”
| thought of this the other day as |
was impatiently praying for patience
(God, give me patience with this child,
and please give it right now!).
The best parenting advice I've ever
heard is to always remember who's the
~child and who’s the parent and act

accordingly. It’s great advice, but hard
to follow. Too often | suddenly realize I'm the one acting
childish or I'm the one who’s forgotten to live out the
simplest Bible verse.

Aiter all, parents can be as quick to pass the blame as
kids. After a day packed with 5 gazillion crises of every sort,
it'’s often hard to keep things in perspective. That's why I'm
sometimes startled to hear myself barking corrective orders
at the top of my lungs over relatively minor infractions.

The amazing thing is how young children remind us not
only of the need for grace but of how to give it. At the end of
the day, regardless of how little he’s obeyed or how little
patience I've demonstrated, Luke still gives me a big kiss and
whispers in.my ear, “l love you, Daddy.” -

That's grace ind&ed. :

HESAID

Mark Wingfield

Baptists should do business in the open

In 1966, President Lyndon Johnson signed the Free-
dom of Information Act, a sweeping piece of legisla-
tion that removed unnecessary secrecy from the work-
ings of the federal government.

Since then, every state in the nation has adopted some
form of “sunshine” law, requiring official bodies to con-
duct their work in the light of open meetings except
under certain sensitive circumstances.
Along with the federal government, all 50
states have recognized the vital relationship

For example, Kentucky’s open meetings law allows
government meetings to be held behind. closed doors
only when they involve a parole board, collective bar-
gaining, certain real estate transactions, certain employ-
ee matters and pending litigation involving a public
agency. Entire meetings may not be closed just because
such items are on the agenda; they may be closed only
during the time these specific items are discussed.

Like federal and state governments in the United
States, Baptists have adopted a democratic form of gov-
ernment. Baptists have a long and cherished history of
defending freedom both internally and externally.

By voluntarily cooperating for the sake of ministry
and mission, Baptists have valued a free flow of infor-
mation so that those who send the money may know
how it is used. The trust and accountability necessary
for this congregational form of church government re-
quires access to uncensored information.

Given this history and the integrity the Christian faith
demands, one would assume Baptists ought to hold to a
higher standard of open meetings than government.

But Southern Baptists have no “sunshine” laws reg-
ulating their denominational bodies. That’s why it has
been relatively easy for the implementation task force
which has done most of the work to create the new North
American Mission Board to conduct two years of meet-
ings behind closed doors.

This 10-member task force—which has held in its
hands the fates of 500 denominational employees and

EDITORIAL

‘between freedom and free access to information.

5,000 home missionaries—has not held a single meet-
ing in open session. With an unprecedented arrogance
toward the people in the pew who pay the way, this
task force has reshaped how Southern Baptists will do
missions at home in the future.

~And out of this process the chairman of this 10-mem-
ber task force, the person who has led the charge to-
ward silence, has become the nominee for
the presidency of the new agency—a posi-
tion that could pay up to $210,000 per year,
according to a pay scale worked out in one of those
many closed meetings.

Bob Reccord’s nomination as NAMB president may
have been handled with the utmost integrity; the new
agency’s high-flying pay scale may have been set after
he stepped down as chairman of the task force. But the
average Southern Baptist who pays the way never will
know, because it all was handled in secret. :

The process of selecting more than 150 denomina- - |
tional employees to lose their jobs in the NAMB merg-
er may have been handled with the utmost fairness,
completely free of political patronage. But the average
Southern Baptist who pays the way never will know,
because it all was handled in secret.

What Southern Baptists have received for the half-
million dollars paid to a secular consulting firm related
to restructuring may be a great bargain. But the average
Southern Baptist who pays the way never will know,
because it all was handled in secret.

The implementation task force has set a dangerous
new precedent for conducting Baptist business in se-
cret for no good reason. Trustees of the newly created
mission board must demonstrate courage to ensure this
precedent is not continued.

What would be even better is for Southern Baptists
to adopt a meaningful “sunshine” law of our own, and
at least catch up with the ethical standards of secular
government. As freedom-loving people, Baptists have
no place for busmess conducted behind closed doors.

— Mark Wingfield

When the bus comes by ...

“in Christ™:
0 Election and predestination are

By Carey Newman
The wrinkled brow told the story.

" My friend had been under severe pres-

sure from his Sunday school teacher
to embrace the teachings of the 16th
century reformer John Calvin.

“Thus far I have kept
him at bay by arguing
that Calvinism and evan-
gelism are contradictory.
You know, why should
we try and convert
someone whose fate has
already been determined
by God? I’ ve also point-
ed out that there are plen-
ty of passages in the Bi-
ble which talk about our
freedom to accept or reject salvation.
He, however, keeps harping on ‘elec-
tion’ and ‘predestination,” and I'm not
sure I understand these words at all.”

In the Bible the verb “elect” and
the noun “election” mean “to choose”
and “(what is) chosen” respectively.
“To predestine” means “to determine
ahead of time” (without any specific
reference to the time of determina-
tion). While “elect” and “election” are
used throughout the Bible (most of-
ten to refer to God’s choice of Israel
as his people), “to predestine” occurs
only six times.

At no time and in no place does
the Bible support what is known as

MATTERS

“double election” or “double predes-
tination”—that is, that God, before all
time, chose some for salvation and
others for damnation. That God prom-
ises severe judgment for the whole
world and that he acts decisively at
certain junctures should never be con-
fused with his determin-
ing before the world be-
gan who would be saved
and who wouldn’t (that
teaching sounds far
more like deism, a here-
sy, than it does the Bi-
ble).

Nor does the Bible
use “‘election” and “pre-
destine” to endorse uni-
versalism—the teaching
that all people no matter their faith,
are chosen and thus will be saved.

What the Bible does say is that it is
God who does the electing and pre-
destining. Moreover, the Bible says
God elects and predestines “us,” that
is “believers.” (Although a good case
can be made that God elects and pre-
destines a group—Israel in the Old
Testament, the church in the New
Testament—and not individuals.)

But God’s activity of electing and
predestining occurs only in and
through Christ. There is no election
or predestination outside of Christ.

. Three enormous implications grow

out of election and predestination

historical events, specifically the cross
and resurrection, and not some deci-
sion made by God before the world
began. Some wrongly use the word
“election” to speculate about the pre-
creational purposes of God when in
fact election and predestination are
inextricably tied to Calvary and Eas-
ter.

1 Because election occurs in and
through the cross and resurrection,
what is predestined is the believer’s
future. God predestines from the cross
and resurrection of Jesus to the future
and not from pre-historical time to our
conversion.

1 Driving all the New Testament’s
statements about “our” election is the
fact that Jesus is God’s Elect One. It
is the destiny of Jesus which seems to
have been in God’s hands from pre-
existence and creation to the second
coming and the Kingdom of God. We
are elect because he is elect. Thus,
when the bus of God’s electing pur-
poses comes by, get on the bus—its
destination becomes our destination,
and its past becomes our past.

I told my friend to sléep well and
enjoy the ride. Election and predesti-
nation are just two of the many ways—
parallel to justification and reconcili-
ation—in which the Bible describes
how our incorporation into Jesus, '
through conversion, secures our final |
and complete salvation.
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_BAPTISTS

Texas Executive Board rebukes seminary on nomination

DALILAS (ABP)—The Executive
Board of the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas has rebuked Southwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary for

recently rejecting a teaching candi- -

date, apparently over his view that
churches should be free to ordain or
call a woman as pastor.

A board resolution accuses the
school in Fort Worth of “hiring prac-
tices that violate historic Baptist prin-
ciples” regarding the autonomy of lo-
cal congregations.

The 2.5 million-member Baptist
state convention’s chief governing
board approved the statement by a
show-of-hands vote during its spring
meeting May 20. 3

The resolution came in response to
a decision by seminary administrators
to abort efforts to hire doctoral candi-
date Steven Harmon as a theology in-
structor.

Southwestern  administrators
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backed away from nominating Har-
mon to the vacant post during a sem-
inary trustee meeting in March. Har-
mon’s nomination ran into trouble af-
ter two interviews with trustees and a
closed-door discussion in the academ-
ic-affairs committee.

Neither President Ken Hemphill
nor School of Theology Dean Tom-
my Lea would say what led them to
pull Harmon’s nomination. It previ-
ously had their endorsement, as well
as the unanimous approval of a facul-
ty committee.

But Harmon, pastor of Round
Grove Baptist Church in Dublin, Tex-
as, said he was questioned closely by
both trustee teams about his position
on women in ministry.

Harmon told trustees he believes
the issue—including whether to or-
dain a woman or to call a woman as
senior pastor—should be decided by
individual congregations, he said.

BAPTIST BI

Trustee responses indicated they
felt Harmon’s answer raised doubts
about his earlier affirmation that he
believes in the inerrancy of the Bible,
Harmon reported. Lea told him trust-
ees felt his beliefs about Scripture
were “not in conformity with the state-
ment on ‘Baptist Faith and Message’”
adopted by the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in 1963, he added.

In the statement adopted by the
executive board, however, Texas Bap-
tist leaders accused the seminary trust-
ees of violating another section of the
“Baptist Faith and Message,” a state-
ment on local-church autonomy.

The resolution notes the “Baptist
Faith and Message” statement—
which Southwestern trustees have
adopted “as a guideline for their hir-
ing practices”-—claims the church “is
an autonomous body, operating
through democratic processes under
the lordship of Christ.”

Harmon’s faculty nomination was
withdrawn “because he affirmed the
historic Baptist principle of local-
church autonomy in relation to wom-
en in ministry,” the resolution states.

“We ... wish to formally record our
disapproval of institutional hiring
practices that violate historic Baptist
principles,” the resolution says. It also
reminds Southwestern trustees “of
their spiritual obligation to honor the
democratic processes under which
autonomous local churches discern
the lordship of Christ.”

Southwestern administrators said
the resolution was based upon “some
misinformation.” :

“There never was a vote of trust-
ees or of a trustee committee in this
matter,” the seminary said in a state-
ment released by its public relations
office. “The administration did what
it felt best, both for the seminary and
for Mr. Harmon.”




Education for time
and eternity

Oneida Baptist Institute
was founded in 1899
by James Anderson
Burns. He helped bring
an end to the mountain
feuds by bringing
education to the
children.

Oneida Baptist Institute
is a Christian boarding
school for grades 6-12.
We provide a climate
conducive to
development of respect
for authority, honesty,
high moral standards,
well-rounded
personality, responsible
behavior, an
appreciation of the
value of an education
and the attainment of
intellectual potential.

Academics

Some 60 percent of our
graduates go on to
higher education.

Worship

We have daily chapel as
well as Baptist Student
Union and campus
ministry activities.

Work Program
Every student has a
job. Students work one

hour and a half each |

day.

Co-curricular

We offer a variety. of
sports as well as
academic clubs and
many fine arts
activities.

Oneida

Meet some of the class of 1997
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Someone you know needs Oneida Baptist Institute

Tewodros and Rabhel,
rother and sister, came to the
nited States together from
Ethiopia in -1993. Tewodros
(“Teddy”) recalled that the political
situation was not good, and their fa-
ther wanted them out of the country.
An aunt who lives in Atlanta put them
in contact with OBI. They knew they
would miss their family, but “it was
the only choice,” Teddy said. “Dad
wanted us to go somewhere peace-
ful ... He's happy for us.”
When Rahel came to Oneida
- she could not speak English.

She was placed in a dorm room
with American students, who helped
her learn the language. Rahel spent
time with other Ethiopian students
who translated the rules and other
important information for her. She
found the faculty to be very helpful.
On her first day, some of her teach-
ers read her schedule to her and
walked her to her classes. Rahel also-
felt God helped her to learn English
in a short period of time.

Tewodros recalled his own prob-
lems adjusting to Oneida. At first, he
did not understand that jobs were
required of everyone. “I was so con-

fused,” Teddy said, remember-
. ing the first time he was as-
igned hours to work off be-
ause he had missed work one
afternoon. He was disappointed
about having to work, because at
home he had ‘servants.

Teddy soon came to enjoy having
a job. As an aide in the boys’ dorm
office, he enjoyed spending time with
the deans and felt good about the
responsibilities and privileges he was
given. He said since coming to
Oneida he learned many responsibili-
ties, like washing his own clothes,

making his own bed and taking care
of his own things.

Teddy said he, too, had Ethiopian
friends who helped him and told him

o

what to do.

After three or four weeks, he felt
“settled in.” Teddy enjoyed learning
to get along with people and learning
the English language.

Teddy recalled he was overweight -

when he came to Oneida. He tried
sports at first. Coaches made him
run, and he said he could not do it.
His friends kept encouraging him, so
the next year Teddy tried soccer. He
stayed, and then joined wrestling.
After wrestling season, “l was so
skinny. | couldn’t believe it myself,”
Teddy remembered.

Tewodros and Rahel are both
dedicated Christians. Rahel accepted
Christ at the age of 10. She said
when she first read the Bible, “I had
joy instilled in my heart and accepted
Jesus in my heart. That's when |

knew he really died for me.”

Teddy accepted Christ soon after
his sister. He explained that the ac-
cepted religion in Ethiopia is Ortho-

-i

dox Christianity. An aunt came to live:

with them after being exiled from her
mother’s house because of her Pen-
tecostal beliefs. Teddy recalled his
aunt told them about Jesus and
showed them her Bible, something
they had never seen before. Teddy
began reading about God and could
see God'’s blessings in his aunt’s life.

He realized in reading the Word
that “God wants us to see Jesus.”
After accepting Christ, Teddy said “I
died. He lives in me, so there is no
more me. Jesus lives_in me. That's
all.”

At Oneida, Teddy met Christian
friends. He enjoyed Bible study and
fellowship with other believers, and
OBI’s daily chapel services. He
shared a desire to see more students

“praising the Lord with their hearts

“l didn’t have anywhere else to go”

Sahara came to Oneida from
Elizabethtown in August 1994. A
sophomore at the time, she remem-
bered, “I didn’'t have anywhere else
to go.” With low grades she attrib-
uted to a lack of concentration, Sa-
hara said she “only went to school
for friends or did not go at all.”

Sahara’s parents divorced when
she was 7. She lived with her grand-
parents until she was 10, then stayed
with her mother or her aunt. In 1994,
Sahara was reintroduced to her fa-
ther. She knew if she continued do-
ing poorly in school, she would place
her chances for college in jeopardy.

Her new and special relationship
with her father inspired Sahara to
make a change. She followed a
friend’s suggestion to give Oneida a_
try. :

Sahara was worried about the
money it would take to attend a pri-

vate school. She was “really grate-

ful” for the scholarship money that
allowed her to attend OBI. “| don't
know how it all worked out,” she

said. “It was just God taking care of
me.”

After a year at Oneida, tragedy
struck in Sahara’s life. Her father
died in the summer of 1995. Sahara
returned to OBl in the fall, and “I got
real busy to deal with it.” She found
Oneida to be a place for people who
need help. .

Sahara accepted Christ in the fall
revival of that year. She had consid-
ered herself to be an agnostic prior
to her conversion experience. At
Oneida, Sahara encountered faculty
members who talked with her about
God. She became involved in Baptist
Student Union and soon became a
small group leader. -

Sahara was very active at Oneida,
and earned a number of awards.
Some of her accomplishmenfs in-
cluded: Most Improved award and
Highest Grade Point Average in
track, High Expectations award for
swimming, Composition award and
Coach’s award in Beta Club. She was
named Most Versatile in Beta Club

and was voted Most Improved Se-
nior Girl by the faculty. Sahara had
the leading role in two plays and was
voted Most Outstanding Junior Girl
by the faculty. The senior class voted
her Ideal Personality and Most Dra-

and minds.” Teddy explained, “Our
Lord said first love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your
soul, with all your mind, then love all
the people around you. We brought
nothing when we came to this earth.
He gave us everything. We owe him
our praise. God looks at your heart.
If your heart and mind are not with
God, God sees.”

Teddy and Rahel are also both tal-
ented artists and were voted Most
Artistic by the senior class. They are
very close in many ways, and Teddy
said it was hard at first to be sepa-
rated from his sister in the dorms.

Rahel agreed, saying they have
tried to take the same classes when-
ever possible. Rahel and Teddy both
earned many academic awards. They
also held high class ranking, with
Rahel being fourth in the senior class
and Teddy being the salutatorian.
Rahel was named Most Improved
Freshman Girl and has lettered in
volleyball, softball and basketball.
This year she was voted Miss Oneida
and Most Studious.

Rahel was the recipient of the
1997 John Michael Davis Citizenship
Award, the second highest OBI
graduation honor. Teddy received
the highest grade point average
award in soccer, lettered in wrestling
and soccer, earned an Qutstanding
Worker award and many art awards.

Rahel said she was happy to be
graduating, but it was hard to believe
she would not be back at Oneida next
fall. Both Rahel and Teddy have ap-
plied to several colleges, including
Western Kentucky University and
Oral Roberts University. :

Teddy said of Oneida, “This is a
good place to see God. Don't let him
pass by you.” .

matic.

Sahara’s lifelong goal is to be an
obstetrician in a rural area or on the
mission field. She plans to attend
Boston University to achieve this
goal. ,




Euan was born in Scotland and
lived there until the age of 10. After
his parents’ divorce, Euan moved
with his mother and brother to the
United States for a fresh start.

As a teenager in Whitesburg,
Euan began getting into trouble. He
was rebellious and did not obey his
mother, who was working and not
able to be home much: Euan re-
called, “I was really immature ... |
didn’t have respect for anyone.”

When Euan stole his mother’s
car, it was the last straw. She
pressed charges. Euan later realized
that “she had to, in order to wake me
up.” Euan was relieved to have OBI
as an alternative. “Things totally
changed after | came here,” he said.
“I'm realizing what matters and
what's important.” .

Euan said at Oneida he learned to
have respect for his friends, which
taught him respect for his mother.

Euan improved academically as
well. When he came to OBI as a
freshman, his grades were failing. He
improved to a B average and recalled
studying was a hard thing to do, be-
cause “I never did that before.” He
found living in the dorm helped him
stay focused on school. His senior
year Euan earned an A average and
even made straight A’s second quar-
ter. “Knowing that | can do it makes

Patricia came to OBl when her
mother joined the teaching staff.
Patricia was a sophomore, and
wanted to come to Oneida whether
her mother took the job or not.

She felt she was not growing as
an individual at her previous school,
and many of OBI's opportunities ap-
pealed to her. One was the cultural
diversity of the student body. She
enjoyed meeting international stu-
dents. Patricia also liked the wide
variety of sports available.

Patricia felt the advanced place-
ment courses offered at OBl were an

Ways you can help Oneida

& Prayer. We believe in prayer. Please pray for our faculty,
staff and students; for God’s will to be done on our cam-
pus.

4 Refer Students. Many students come to Oneida because
someone else has told them about our school. A young per-
son you know may need what we have to offer.

# Tell others. Some people have never heard of the Oneida
school. You can help spread the word. Better yet, come for
a visit and bring someone with you.

@ Volunteer. Do you like to help “hands-on?” Could you
serve for days, weeks or a year? Prayerfully consider com-
ing to Oneida as a volunteer. '
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me want to show people that | can,
that I'm not just some dummy,”
Euan said. He felt the faculty at
Oneida helped him i

“They show you that you are
smart, no matter what other people
say about you,” he explained. Euan
earned two Outstanding Student
awards his sophomore year. As a
junior, he received Outstanding Stu-
dent awards in all his subjects except
one. His senior year, he earned the
National Merit Award in English.

Another milestone in Euan’s
growth was accepting Christ the
summer before his junior year. He
knew hearing about God every day
at Oneida influenced his decision. He
began attending Baptist Student
Union and started growing as a
Christian.

Euan said that at Oneida “I
learned a lot more about Jesus and
God ....” He added that it is easier to
grow spiritually at OBI, since drugs

. and alcohol are not permitted.

Euan played soccer and was very
active in the Oneida work program.
He was on three different cleaning
crews and worked as a supervisor
for two years. Euan earned Out-
standing Supervisor awards both
years and an Outstanding Worker
award. v

Euan plans to work after gradua-

advantage to her scholastically. As
the valedictorian of her class, she
admitted that many classes came
easily for her. However, she noted
that her AP courses were very chal-
lenging and required a lot of work.

Patricia said Oneida has helped
her become “a lot more confident.”
She described herself as shy and “in-
timidated by everyone” prior to en-
rolling at Oneida.

Daily chapel is an important part
of Oneida and makes a difference on
campus, Patricia said. She found the
Christian witness of the school pro-

“Things totally changed after | came here”

tion to help his mother pay off some
debts. Then he wants to go to col-
lege to study business.

“You can’t compare me to the person | was”

. vided many opportunities for stu-
dents to be exposed to the message
of Christ. In general, Patricia said she
liked OBl because “everything to-
gether ... makes it such a great
place.” :

She received the William A. Evans
Award, Oneida’s highest honor,
given to the most outstanding se-
nior. Patricia was president of the
senior class and was voted Most
Likely to Succeed. She was named
Most Outstanding Girl of her class
her sophomore and junior years. She
also won the title of 1996-97
Oneidian Yearbook Queen.

Patricia was vice president of Beta
Club. She played basketball, ran
cross country and was on the swim
team. In track and field, she finished
first in the state in long jump her jun-
ior year. Patricia also participated in
choir and marching band and was
the yearbook editor. ;

Very active in BSU, Patricia was a
small group leader. “It was a real
learning experience for me,” she
said. At first fearful of leading in
prayer, her Christian friends encour-
aged her. ”| have really grown a lot
as a Christian, Patricia said of her
experience at OBl. “You can’t com-
pare me to the same person | was
before ... | feel so secure in who |
“am in Christ.”

She will attend Grace College and
Seminary in Indiana, where she will
double major in Christian counseling
and physical education.



“You get to see so many sules of people”

Ma]IC is from Cincinnati and came
to OBl in April of her freshman year.

Maijic said, “I had to come here.”
She explained that she and her
mother “fought a lot.” Majic also fre-
quently lied to her mother about her
whereabouts, and on one occasion
was even in a different town without
her mother’'s knowledge.

Oneida provided the structure this

young lady needed. She got involved

in several activities, including soccer,
Beta Club and Baptist Student Union.
With 10 years of gymnastic training,
Majic was also a skilled cheerleader
for OBI's basketball team.

Maijic is very ambitious academi-
cally and worked to graduate in three
years. She met all the requirements
for an advanced diploma and said
she “did not see the point of taking
an extra year.” Majic has remained
on-the A or B honor roll each quar-
ter. She also earned some academic
awards and a letter in Beta Club.

Before coming to Oneida, Majic
said she was “back and forth” be-
tween believing in God and not be-
lieving in him.

After going with a friend to BSU,

she said she began to grow as a
Christian. Majic eventually became a
BSU small group leader and had the
opportunity to pray for many other

students. Majic reported “seeing
many walls come down” at BSU
meetings. “You get to see so many
different sides of people and get very

close to the other BSU members.”

Maijic’s plans include earning her
bachelor’s degree so she can be-
come an English teacher.

“I proved to myself | could do it”

David is from Henrico, N.C. He
came to Oneida near the end of his
8th grade year. David had started
“hanging around the wrong crowd.”

He lived near a beach, which pro-
vided a great temptation for him to
skip school. David’s grades were too
low for him to be eligible for sports.
“l didn’t apply myself. | didn’t care,”
he admitted. “School was the last

thing on my mind.”

Needing a change, David and his.
older brother came to OBI together.
David made friends quickly, and his
grades improved enough to play
sports. He played baseball and bas-
ketball for four years and partici-
pated in soccer and cross country
for two years. David earned many
sports awards, including being

named to the all-conference tourna-
ment team for two years. He also

earned an academic award in Alge-

bral and was named in “Who’s Who
Among American High School Stu-
dents.” David was also busy his se-
nior year as co-editor of the year-
book.

At first, David continued to do

“just enough to get by” academically.
During his junior year, he realized
that his grades were not good
enough to get him into college, no
matter what his athletic abilities. By
the second quarter of that year David
made the B honor roll. He later took
summer school, where he earned
three B’s and a C.

“| proved to myself | could do it,”
he said. David remained on the
honor roll his senior year.

David said being at Oneida helped
him improve not only his grades but
his attitude and maturity. “It has
made me a better person all around,”
he said.

He added that he learned respon-
sibility for his actions. “There’s no
one looking over your shoulder all
the time,” he noted. It’s ... like col-
lege. If you make a good decision,
you have it good. If you make a bad
decision, you get consequences.”

A turning point in David’s life was
the 1994 spring revival. As he lis-
tened to the preacher, “I knew I
needed to change for the better ... |
knew accepting the Lord ... would
help me.”

“Oneida has
taught me a
lot ahout life”

Stefano came to the U.S.
from Brazil in 1991. His mother

_ is originally from Kentucky, and

he has grandparents in Louis-
ville. When Stefano turned 14,
he had a desire to go to America
to finish school. It was “kind of
an experiment, to see if | could
handle it,” Stefano-recalled.

He liked OBI from the start.
Stefano’s English quickly im-
proved. He remembered nearly
getting into trouble his first day
at Oneida for not making his
bed. He did not completely un-
derstand the rules, and a maid
had always done the house-
keeping in his home. Stefano
soon learned to be responsible
for his chores.

Stefano maintained B or A
averages his entire time at OBI.
The faculty awarded Stefano the
title of Mr. Oneida for the 1996-
97 school year. He also earned
many academic awards and was
voted Most Athletic and Best
Personality by the senior
class.

Stefano was involved in
soccer, tennis, track, baseball,
swimming and wrestling. He
earned many awards, including
Most Valuable Player, All-Con-
ference Team and Offensive
award in soccer. He was chosen
Most Valuable Wrestler and
went to state competition three
times in track.

Stefano was in the school
choir and was a BSU small
group leader. He was a hall
monitor, even though his sports
activities fulfilled his work re-
quirement. It was “an extra
thing to keep me busy and to
help.” Stefano said Oneida “has
taught me a lot about life.” He
has learned to balance studying,
free time and jobs.

Stefano graduated in the top
10 of his class, and he hopes to
play soccer for Union College.
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# Oneida Baptist
Institute has been
educating young people
for 98 years.

& We take boys and
girls in grades 6
through 12.

# Our average
enroliment is 500.

& We have
approximately 150
faculty and staff.

& We accept students
throughout the year.

# The Oneida school is
fully accredited.

@ We provide Christian
education at an
affordable price.

& They want a
Christian education and
Christian influences.

@ They enjoy the
independence boarding
school gives in
preparation for college.

€ Some may be
struggling academically
in public schools.

% Some need our
Special Help program
or our 1:15 teacher/
student ratio.

@ Others may be
experiencing social or
family problems.
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Tim arrived at Oneida as a sopho-
more. Originally from Louisville,
Tim’s family learned of OBl from
their attorney. Tim’s reason for com-
ing? “I wasn’t the most agreeable
kid,” he recalled.

He had been living alternately be-
tween his divorced parents. Tim de-
scribed himself as having “a real bad
temper” and being “just hard-
headed.” Tired of switching back and
forth between parents, Tim found
Oneida to be “like a regular home.”

On his first day at Oneida, Tim
went to work on the farm. Soon, his
interest in and knowledge of agricul-
ture grew. He decided to make farm-
ing a career, and he realized he
would not be as successful as he
wanted unless he went to college.
OBI farm manager Ken Martin was
Tim’s inspiration, stressing the im-

Tim’s grades were almost all fail-
ing until his junior year. He then real-
ized he needed to improve his grade
point average to be accepted into
college. By the second quarter of his
junior year, Tim had made the honor

only has he stayed on the honor roll
ever since, but he has earned
straight A’s. Tim was even voted
Most Studious by the senior class.
He plans to atiend the University of
Kentucky and study animal science.

Tim became a Christian while at
Oneida and was baptized as a sopho-
more. He said he had gone to church
all his life, but finally realized he

When Rex left OBl halfway
through his 6th grade year, Dr.
Barkley Moore told him he would be
back. Rex did return in the 8th grade
from his home in Lawrenceburg, Dr.
Moore said, “See, told you you’d be
back.” ‘

One reason Rex returned to
Oneida was the opportunity to play
soccer as a middle school student.
He did not have that opportunity at

See for. yourself

Comeand see for yourself what God is domg at Onelda
Campus tours are available.

Worshlp with students and faculty in our dally chapel
services. See our dormitories, classrooms and historic
Anderson Hall. Enjoy a meal in our dining room. Walk across |
the swinging bridge to the farm. View our state-of-the-art.
swine complex.

Stop by the craft house to shop for bargains before you
return home.

Contact us at: P.0. Box 67, Oneida, Kentucky 40972.
Phone: (606) 847-4111; Fax: (606) 847-4496. E-mail:
obi@kih.net
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portance of academics in agriculture. .

roll for the first time in his life. Not

needed salvation. Tim recognized
God blessed-him at OBI. “I've never
been a student to make good grades,

home.

Rex had also been classified in his
school as a “slow” student, and had
been in special education. He did
have low grades, but had always felt
he did not belong in special educa-
tion. After coming to Oneida, Rex
says he got the attention he needed
and quickly made the B honor roll.

During his sophomore year, Rex
became a Christian. He had attended

but now | make the best grades pos-
sible,” he explained. “I doubt | could
have done that myself.”

Rex goes from ‘slow class’ to honor roll

church before coming to OBI. “I
guess everyone assumed | was
saved,” he said. Rex has grown as a
believer at OBI and has been a Bap-
tist Student Union -small group
leader.

Rex needed the strength he found
in his faith when he was faced with
the horrible news of his father’s
death last year. “We had just started
getting close, “ Rex said with sad-
ness in his voice. He prayed and
turned to the other BSU small group

- leaders for support. Rex said the love

and acceptance from faculty and
staff also helped him deal with the
loss. ] _ :
Rex has received numerous
awards, including over 15 letters in
sports and four letters in fine arts.
He was yearbook photographer and

-a lifeguard. Rex has been involved in

choir, drama, piano, art, soccer,
wrestling, track and tennis. He has
held jobs on campus as supervisor
of a cleaning crew, hall monitor and
room monitor. He has also worked
after school in the OBI print shop.

Rex plans on attending George-
town College to major in environ-
mental and conservation science. He
would like to become a ranger or law
enforcement agent assigned to en-
forcing conservation laws.
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BE BROKEN

Faith by itself, if it is not accompanied

by action, is dead
James 2:17

Week of Prayer for State Missions
September 7-14, 1997

1997 Eliza Broadus Offering Goal:

$700,000

Kay l
Executive Director
Kentucky WMU

The sun is finally _shining on “my
old Kentucky home.” It has been a
long winter, but summer promises
new and excmng adventures for Ken-
tucky WMU.

It has been a year and a half since
I came to serve with you as executive
director. Those months have been
filled with change and adapting to
change.

During this time, many of the joys
I have experienced have come from
times 1 have had the opportunity to
visit churches and associations in our
state and see first-hand the innovative
ways you are doing missions. The

 changes in the structure of our organi-
zation as well as outstanding new
azines and materials make it pos-
sxb for everyone in the church and
community to be involved in missions.
I am convinced we will be more
effective in serving others if we first
“study to show ourselves approved.”

- WMU members are among the best

missions educators I know.

Soon our entire staff and Executive
Board will be dreaming and planning
for a new year in WMU. WMU leaders

. in the local church and association

also will be getting read‘}; for a new
year. Who knows what the Lord can

Summer 1997

| ,"Women on Mlssmn _
Adults on Mission
Retreats

~ Cedarmore

&_namgl_c_:ggk

October 17-18, 1997
October 18-19, 1997 .
(new date) .

: v _ =ekend full of msptratlon and celebration!
 These retreats will feature both general sessions and a variety of conferences.
~ Sessions on agelevel organizations are back by popular demand as wellas
_ conferences on the new co-ed groups. As always the retreats will offer the
opportumty to hear from foreign and home missionaries as well as individuals
_ involved in innovative local ministry projects. The Oct. 11-12 retreat will
~ include a sessron for the Baptrst Nursmg Fellowshrp and the Oct 18- 19 retreat

of prizes mc]ﬁdmg most ongm 1!

-,talent, best ‘serious” talent, and

do with us as we are yielded complete-
ly to the leadership of the Holy Spirit.
- I'll be praying with you.

@ Thank you, thank you. Words
cannot express enough appreciation
to all the people who worked so hard
to get us ready for “Kentucky For Kids
Day”

Very special thanks goes to event
coordinator Julie Keith who had the
major responsibility for this event.
Brenda Price also played a major role
in making sure details were worked
out for the May 31 event at the Frank
fort Civic Center.

P‘“"‘?lmw"d Thanks for caring about missions education and Kentucky S klds

Others who made significant con-
tributions were the Kentucky WMU
Child Advocacy Task Force, retired
Kentucky Baptist Convention ‘Missions

Director Bob Jones, Editor Mark Wing-

field of the Western Recorder, the en-
tire Kentucky WMU staff, and Ken-
tucky Governor Paul Patton and his
wife, Judi.

A special thanks to all the individu-
al participants as well as those who
represented organizations and agen-
cies.

Thanks for making a commitment
to be advocates for children.



By Denise Jones

“What can I do to get the younger wom-
en involved in Women on Mission?” That’s
one of the most common questions I hear
from Women on Mission facilitators and
coordinators.

I hope your church is one of the lucky
ones that is blessed with strong participa-
tion by all age levels. But if you aren’t, take
heart—you are not alone.

You can involve the younger
women, but it will take time, ef-
fort, creativity and prayer.

It's been said before, but
can’t be emphasized enough—
women today are different and
it takes a different approach to
involve them in WMU. To com-
plicate matters, the approach
that works well in one church
may not work at all in another.
In order to get women to tKar—
ticipate, we must discover their
unique needs and interests and then match
them to the programs we offer. The only
way to get this information is to ask.

The process of asking can be as simple
as getting information through conversa-
tions after church or choir practice or it can
be as formal as a questionnaire. You might
want to consider the suggestions below.
(There’s a survey in the Women on Mis-
sion Guide you might use.)

WMU now offers missions education
groups in combination with other interests
‘or needs in addition to the traditional ap-

By Brenda Price

Mission Friends : :
# 100 years and still growing. Missions
education for boys and girls dates back to
1886 when a Virginia teacher named Anna
Louise Elsom prayed God would send
someone to help teach her “Sunbeams”
about missions. George Braxton Tay-
lor, the son of missionaries, began
telling stories to the children in the
little church. Months later, as he
spoke to children across the South,
“Cousin George” gained the endorse-
ment of the Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board. With the FMB’s consent, the
national Woman'’s Missionary Union adopt-
ed “Sunbeams” in 1896.

The 199697 year has been a celebration

of missions education for boys and girls, spe-

cifically preschoolers. It has been a time to
recognize those who care that preschoolers
learn about Jesus and his mission.

This year, the national WMU pre-
school/Mission Friends team has
been looking for a teacher who
taught nursery and/or beginner
Sunbeams and who still teaches
Mission Friends to honor with a spe-
cial “Sunbeams/Mission Friends
Teacher Recognition.”

Nominations for this recognition have
come from several states. The teacher se-
lected has taught for more than 75 years
and will be introduced July 1 at Ridgecrest.

Congratulations to Kentuckians Pauline
Clements of Bagdad and,Norma Turnbow
of Louisville who were nominated for the
. recognition because of their dedication to
preschool missions education.

ON MISSION

Mion Friemls/Gi. in Action |

4

proach called the
“Multifocus Mis-
sions Option.” Be
sure the women
know about these 4
options and ask = =
them which one o :

they prefer. Many groups pair their own in-
terests with missions.

Remember to ask questions about when

the women want to meet. Ask about
meeting frequency, the most conve-
nient day of the week, time of day
and the length of time they are
willing to devote to a meeting.
Find out if they need child care.
Ask if they want to meet at
church or somewhere else.

Ask all kinds of questions. The
more information you have, the
better the likelihood your group
will thrive and grow. You may
not like all the answers you get.
However, WMU is a nurturing or-
ganization. Start with your women where
they are and help them grow. Don’t be afraid
to try something new.

Opportunities to remember:

2 Kentﬁcky Baptist Nursing Fellowship Lun-
cheon—July 26, 1997, at First Baptist Church,
West Liberty.

4 Women on Mission Retreats—Oct. 3-4 and
Oct. 10-11 at Cedarmore and Oct. 17-18 and
Oct. 18-19 (new date) at Jonathan Creek.

Pauline  has
served as a Sun-
beam/Mission
Friends teacher for
35 years. Current-
ly, she is a Mission ,
Friends teacher at =~ =%

Bagdad Baptist Church and Mission Friends
consultant for Shelby County Baptist
Association. Norma is Mission Friends
teacher at Beechmont Baptist Church
and is Mission Friends consultant for
Long Run Baptist Association.

Thank you, Pauline and Norma,
and the many others throughout our
state who are committed to missions educa-
tion. for preschoolers. Let’s continue to be
“100 years and still growing in Mission
Friends.”

Girls in Action :

@ WorldVentures. Starting this fall, there

will be a new, more effective way to help

- GAs move forward in their awareness. of
their world. It is called “WorldVen-

Zgei N\ tures.” WorldVentures will replace Mis
r'es. or entures repiace -
/4 W\ \ P
o
SR |
Ny __ W
N\ T )

SNV

sions Adventures as the individual
achievement plan in GA. Watch for
more information in Aware magazine.
(NOTE: After May 30, Missions Adven-
tures badges will be available only from
WMU, SBC.).

i

# Kentucky week of prayer. In Septem-
ber children in your church will want to par-
ticipate in the week of prayer and offering
for state missions. The study and prayer
material focus on multihousing ministries in
Kentucky. A teaching guide is available from
your WMU director or Kentucky WMU office.

By Julie Keith

@ Acteens Conference. More than 835 Ac-

teens and advisors attended the 1997 State

Acteens Conference at First Baptist Church

in Murray n;}pril 45,

The conference included worship experi-
ences and workshops as well as opportunity
for hands-on ministry. Seventy-five Acteens
and advisors participated in three local min-

, istry projects. Acteens’ groups also donated

eight boxes of canned goods and
20 boxes of baby supplies for

and “extra extra
large” and cost
just $6.00 each.
The shirts are
royal blue with
orange and white
lettering, and a * .
silver cross. Mail your order to Julie Keith,
Kentucky WMU, P.0. Box 436569, Louis-
ville, Ky. 40253-6569. Make checks payable
to “Kentucky WMU”

@ NAC ’98. Don’t miss the

Murray-area ministries. P E R 1998 National Acteens
The offering collected VAT AR Convention July 1-4 in

during the conference to-
taled $1,128.74. Half the [ |

ERE,

Louisville. Watch your
mailbox in June for

money was designated

e

for Southern Baptist relief
work in Somalia and was
given in memory of 16-year-

old Benjamin Ray Perkins, :
the son of Southern Baptist missionaries Ke
and Beth Perkins. Benjamin died Easter Sun-
day while experiencing an asthma attack.
The remainder of the offering will be used
for expenses for the 1997 Kentucky State
Acteens Activator team that will work in New
England.

Thanks to First Baptist Church for so gra-
ciously hosting the conference and to Vickie
Travis who di(% an excellent job as chairwom-
an.

@ T-shirts. Looking for a bright and beauti-
ful T-shirt for your Acteens group? 1997 SAC

T-shirts are available in sizes “extra large”

WM Directors g

By Anna Mary Byrdwell

Four months remain for you to reach all
your goals for this church year. You have
many opportunities to make a difference in
your church.

@ Would a parish nursing program benefit
your church or community? Encourage nurses
in your church to attend the summer Baptist
Nursing Fellowship luncheon to learn about it.
(See page 4B.) -

@ Encourage your Women on Mis-
sion and GA leaders to conduct the
“Christmas Around the World” cele-
bration. Look for plans in the June
Missions Mosaic Execulive maga-
zine. This joint event supports the
Christmas in August activity.

@ Your support, enthusiasm and
participation in associational events
sets the example for your church.

@ Do you have a churchwide pic-

nic? Consider the suggestions on page 7 of

the Jul -Auf.-Sept. Dimension magazine. Call
our office if you need a missionary to invite.

@ Encourage your leadership team to sub-
scribe or ask your church to provide the
Western Recorder for them. Through the
Western Recorder, they will receive weekly
information about Kentucky Baptists, as well
as the quarterly insert, Kentucky Nofes.

© Two very important items to look for in
your mail:?i) In mid-June: An envelope con-
taining 2 green '97-'98 “WMU Leadership

/ more information. Visit
’/the NAC website at

www.nac98.com for more
details.

¢ Congratulations. 1997-98 Snider-Cre-
al Acteens scholarship recipients: Staci Al-
der, First Baptist Church in Walton; Jenni-
fer Atherton, Lone Oak First Baptist Church
in Paducah; Leigh Ann Carner, Donaldson
Baptist Church in Princeton; Theresa Mat-
thews, Repton Missionary Baptist Church
in Marion; and Crystal Rose, Bethel Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Gilbertsville.

€ Reminder: 1997-98 Kentucky Acteens
advisory panelists applications deadline is
Aug. 15, 1997.

Team” card. We
create our mail-
ing list from this.
(2) Last week of
July: Your “State
Missions Week of
Prayer” prepara-
tion package. This will include a sample
poster, envelope, a copy of the study mate-
rial, (which also will be in the Western
Recorder at a later date) and other helps
to prepare for this special Septem-
ber emphasis. Your entire leader-
ship team and your church de-
pends on you to share this materi-
al with them and to order needed
supplies. Don’t let them down.
(And don’t neglect the many mis-
sions causes that are dependent
on your support.)

@ Ask for God’s guidance as you
make plans for the '97-'98 year.

# Check now for the dates when
your association will conduct
WMU leader training conferences. As you
enlist leaders, inform them of up-coming
training events.

@ See pages 27-29 in your July-Aug.-Sept.
Dimension magazine for helps in conduct
a WMU training event in your church.

@ Work préyerfully with your WMU lead-
ership committee to enlist '97-'98 leaders.

® Purchase 2 1997-98 WMU Year Book for
yourself and each member of your leader-
ship team.

2-B
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June
1516 ~ WMU SBC Annual Meeting—Dallas .
17-19  Southern Baptist Convention—Dallas
16-20 GA/Acteens Camp—Jonathan Creek
20-21 Mother/Daughter Overnight—Jonathan Creek
21-27  Jericho—Ridgecrest
23-27 GA Camp—Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore
27-28  Mother/Daughter Overnight—Jonathan Creek
2729  Women's Weekender—Ridgecrest
30-4 WMU Week—Ridgecrest
July
711 GA Camp—Cedar Crest and Jonathan Creek
11-12  Mother/Daughter Overnight—Cedar Crest
14-18 GA/Acteens Camp—Cedar Crest
18-19  Mother/Daughter Overnight—Cedar Crest
2125  Acteens Camp—Cedar Crest
2526  Mother/Daughter Overnight—Cedar Crest
26 Baptist Nursing Fellowship Luncheon—West Liberty
263 Ky State Acteens Activator Team in New England
281 GA Camp—Cedar Crest
August
1-2 Mother/Daughter Overnight—Cedar Crest
4-8 GA Camp—Cedar Crest
10 Language Missions Day—all churches
15 KY Acteens Advisory Panel application deadline
22 Project HELP: Child Advocacy report deadline
September
714 Week of Prayer for State Missions
. 2627 - Language Leadership Conference—Louisville
October
1-4 Tenth Continental Assembly, North American Baptist
Women’s Union—San Diego
3-4 Women on Mission Retreat—Cedarmore
10-11  Women on Mission Retreat—Cedarmore
17-18  Women on Mission Retreat—Jonathan Creek
1819  Women on Mission Retreat—Jonathan Creek (new)
November
3 1997 Baptist Women'’s Day of Prayer
12 Missionary Luncheon, KBC—Lexington
10-12  Kentucky Baptist Convention—Lexington
16-19  International Missions Study
30-7 Week of Prayer for International Missions & Lottie

Moon Christmas Offering

The Kentucky Minister’s Wives Fellowship will meet dur-
‘ing the annual meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Convention at
Porter Memorial Baptist Church in Lexington on Tuesday, Nov.
. 11. The dinner meeting, which will begin at 5 p.m., will feature
“Hello Lord! It's Me Again.” Cost is $7 if tickets are purchased

by Nov. 7;

$8 after Nov. 7. To register, contact Debbie Overton,

12235 Bordeaux Drive, Lexington, KY 40504.

— H‘ﬁ 23 e
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NAC 98 is coming to Louisville!
July 1-4, 1998, Freedom Hall, Louisville, Kentucky -

[IPCOMING EVENTS

The rates listed above are for EACH person and include lodging, linens, program fee and three meals. Send $19 pre-payment for
each person. The balance will be due at check-in. Make checks payable to Kentucky Baptist Convention. Full refunds will be given
u{) to two weeks before the event. Seven dollars (approximately one-third) will be refunded up to 48 hours before the event.
Please complete the form below and mail to: Kentucky WMU, P. 0. Box 436569, Louisville, KV 40253-6569.

Please register the following persons for the retreat on at

Enclosed is an § 19 pre-registration fee for-each person. Total amount enclosed is $

Person completing this form Address

Daytime Phone Church Association

Overnight accommodations will be reserved in the order in which they are received.

Overniiht 1odging preferred How many per room? :

Please list the names of the persons you wish to register and circle the names of those wishing to room together.

Will your group be participating in the talent show?  Yes No
Day Guest Registration (Complete this section if you do NOT need overnight accommodations.)

The cost for participating as a day guest varies. To determine your registration fee please add the cost of the meals you want
to the program and insurance fees. Meal prices are: breakfast $4.60; lunch $4.95 and dinner $5.95. The insurance fee is $1
and the program fee is $4. :

Please list the names of the persons you are registering as day guests and the amount for each person.
Name Amount

*Includes special session for Baptist Nursing F'ell'owship. **Includes worship service.

Please duplicate this form for additional registrations. Mail completed form to either Cedarmore or Jonathan Creek.

3 Church, City Team leader Assignment

Adwahr “am’ Calvary Hill, Stanford ~ Mae Renner Townsend, Tenn.
. Crofton, Crofton Penny Thielen/Amy Baker  Panama City, Fla.

The following Acteens groups are  First, Somerset Rhonda Hazel Myrtle Beach, S.C.
going this summer as Acteens Ac-  First, Whitesburg Saranell Caudill Savannah, Ga.
tivators. Please pray for them as  Friendship, Ledbetter Karen Proctor Summerfield, Fla.
they will serve God throughout Graefenburg, Waddy Karen Harrod Tucson, Ariz.
the United States. If your Acteens  Grapevine, Manitou Christina Gatlin Benton, Tenn.

group is interested in serving as Magnolia, Elizabethtown Jamie Hines Williamsburg, Ky.

an Acteens Activator team in New Harmony, Clay Leisa Williams Gatlinburg, Tenn.

1998, contact the state office for a Rose Hill, Catlettsburg  Sara Billups Providence, R.I.

brochure and application. Activa- = Squiresville, Owenton ~ Ann Brown Daytor:, Ohio

tor applications are due in the Victory, Providence Martha Davis Atlanta, Ga.
*Kentucky State Team  Julie Keith New England

Kentucky WMU office by Dec. 15.

PrdeM's Perspective (1" ¢ k

Peggy Hicks
President
Kentucky WMU

Dear Co-laborers: .
‘The 1997 Kentucky WMU annual

meeting provided many inspirational

and challenging moments as we heard

- from people who serve Christ in our

state, the nation and the world.

We want to thank everyone who

articipated in any way. Our wonder-

, hard-working staff does so much
in preparation to have everything in
readiness to assure a smooth-runnin;
meeting. St. Matthews Baptist Churc
had made thorough preparation and
their warm hospitality was felt and
appreciated greatly.

Each year at our annual meeting
we take two special offerings—one for

eep f“"“sed 0“Our ,mpOrtant missions task

the Christmas gift check given to each

foreign missionary who claims Ken-

tucky as home and one for each mis-

sionary kid attending college or semi-

nary in Kentucky. Many of you who
could not attend the annual meeting
may want to participate in these spe-
cial offerings. You may do so by send-
ing a check to Kentucky WMU and des-
igt_mmﬁ1 it for “Missionary/MK gifts.”
Some churches and associations may
want to take an offering for these gifts.

Your vote of confi for me to
serve as your state gmsident for an-
other term was humbling. Thank you
for allowing me to serve alongside
you. We have a very important task to

rry out and we must not get side-

tracked from our missions responsibil-
~ ity. The world’s need for Christ is

great, for many do not yet know him.
Each generation needs to be taught
God’s will and plan for being on mis-
sion with him. Our joint efforts will

‘produce greater results for missions

education, missions giving and mis-

sions going. Pray with me that God

will give us eyes to see, ears to hear
and hearts to respond to all he wants
to do in Kentucky WMU through mis-

-sions and missions education.

- Leadership is key to anything
meaningful happening in individuals,

- churches 'and nations. To be a leader
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requires work, but many of you have
discovered the }'oy and excitement of

being prepared for a job through train-

ing. Particitgating in training experi-
ences and then adapting what you've
learned to the needs in your own as-
sociation and church can be reward-
ing. We really need more people com-
mitted to being trained. Our missions
responsibility can’t be put on the back
burner. e

Many of you will attend Ridgecrest
WMU week June 30-July 4, the final
WMU week to be held at Ridgecrest.
You will be inspired, informed, chal-
lenged and trained. :
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Partnership Missions
To Russia with love

By Delores Spears

Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union
took part in the third Russian Women’s
Conference May 8-10 at Nizhney Novogor-
od. Lena Osminina had attended the first
conference WMU helped sponsor in 1994.
She wanted to have a conference for the
women in her region.

Nizhney Novogorod is a beautiful city
of 2.5 million people. The
conference was held at &
Central Baptist Church and
was attended by approxi-
mately 70 women.

Vivian Foe from Bowl-
ing Green and Shirley %
Taliaferro from Louisville 7§
were the other members of
the team. Vivian spoke to i/
the women about chil-
dren’s work. Shirlefy taught the women
about stewardship of time, money and per-
sonality. I sg.(:lke on the Holy Spirit, the dif-

women in the conference. All the women
were so loving, and they enthusiastically
hung on every word we said.

When my purse was missing with my
passport, visa, credit card and money, the
women were concerned and spent much
time in prayer. God used my loss in a mirac-
ulous way to show the power of prayer. In a
city of 2.5 million people a witness saw the
man throw all my papers, including the pass-

ort and visa, out the window of his car

ours before we were to leave the city. The
witness got his license number, gathered uﬁ

all my papers and too

them-to the police station. I
went to the station to re-
port my loss so I could get a
new passport in Moscow
and found they had just re-
ceived some documents.
The documents were all of
my papers, including that
precious passport. The peo-
ple of the church plan to
visit the man and witness to him. It will be
exciting to see what God does with this.

During our time in Moscow, we attended

ABOVE: Shirley Taliaferro (second from left), Vivian Foe (third from right) and Delores Spers (sec-

ond from right) pose with participants at the women’s conference. LEFT INSET: Joy Lindsey, Nancy
Walden, Delores Spears and Vivian Foe prepare for a prayer walk in Moscow.

us from Kentucky. What a special time to get
acquainted with so many of them.

Saturday, Shirley, Vivian and I joined Joy
Lindsey, Nancy Walden, Jamie and Kathy
Knight for a prayer walk. We walked
throughout the city of Moscow praying for
the needs of the people of Russia. We walked
across Red Sg are singing “Our God is An
Awesome God”. We stood on the steps of the
government building where so many impor-
tant decisions are made and had prayer. Two

On Sunday, we visited Central Baptist
Church and had lunch with the women
who meet each Sunday after morning ser-
vices for Bible Study and to make items of
clothing for the needy.

There is so much I would like to share
with you.The women at the conference
gave us prayer requests. We will have them
translated and share them with you. Please
pray for the people of Russia. They are de-
pending on our prayers.

There’s a ill room for you at Camp!
© GA or Acteens: $80 per person
GA completed 4th-6th grades; Acteens
completed 7th-12th grades
@ Mother Daughter overnights: $20 per
person : .
For girls who have completed 1st-3rd
grade, with their mothers ;
Call the WMU vffice for registration mate- ,
rials: (502) 244-6485

. See dates in calendar on page 3-B
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" Lorraine B, Kaufman &

Grober-Parish Baptist Wom‘én,
Hopkinsville

Kathleen R. Hall

Mrs. Wade Bryant Hicks:
Mary Lou Crutcher
Betty Wallace

Maribeth Hambrick
Maribeth Hambrick
Maribeth Hambrick
Maribeth Hambrick
Maribeth Hambrick
Troy and Martha Smith
Kay H. Trisler

Kay H. Trisler )
Spears Mill Baptist Women

Georgia B. Woods
Betty and Beth VandenBrink .
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Mr. and Mrs. James T. Price >

Executive Board, Kentucky WMU

+ Dixie Mylum Lusher

Lillian Brown
Anna Mary Byrdwell,
Brenda Price

Arista Mason

Ersie A. Dees, William Stanley
Jack Hall

Jack Hall

Jack Hall

Jack Hall

Mary and Ira Porter

AL. Meacham

Byrd Ison

Corrilla Eberhardt English
Sara Thomas Hambric
Mollie Jean Cummins
Carrie T. Allen

Harold Rice

Former members,

ference in fruit of the spirit and spiritual the monthly missionary prayer meeting. This policemen with machine guns came up to see
gifts, the theme “Hand in Hand” and differ- was a potluck supper at the home of Teri what we were doing. Shirley gave them pen-  Delores Spears is prayer coordinator for
ent methods of prayer. and Ed Tarleton. There were approximately cils with “God is love” printed on them in he Russia partnership
It was very exciting to see many young 30 missionaries and their children and 13 of Russian. Then they let her take their pictures.
L
. Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund
_ Baptist Nursing ﬁglﬂpws ip May 1, 1996 through April 30, 1997
oy Donor In Honor of Donor In Honor of
_ First Baptist Church, West Liberty Brenda Price Dee Gilliland Lake Spring Church WMU Nancye Atwood
1130 am. - Li5pm. Dale and Julie Keith Dee Gilliland WMU Night Circle, Mt. Tabor Isabell Metcaif
o Donald B. White and children Anna C. White WMU Night Circle, Mt. Tabor Nannie O. Calico
~ Dr. Deborah Reed will discuss parish Mary Helen Dixon Maribeth Hambrick WMU Night Circle, Mt. Tabor Leola Ledford
nursing. Deborah began the church Frankie Johnson - Maribeth Hambrick WMU Night Circle, Mt. Tabor ~  Lillie Mae Speaks
_ nurse program at Bruner’s Chapel Bap- Dr. and Mrs. Horace P. Hambrick Maribeth Hambrick Brenda Price Barbara Price
tist Church in Harrods :;ﬁ First Baptist Maribeth Hambrick ~ Dr. and Mrs. Robert L. Mills | Kay Trisler Harold Howard
_ Church in West Liberty will host the pro- Troy and Martha Smith Emma Jo Cummins Margie Oliver -Harold Howard
gram. There is no cost ending, Pulaski Co. Association WMU Carol Noffsinger Mary Lou Crutcher Harold Howard
| sowevel, Teser Women on Mission, New Harmony Carol Noffsinger Anna Steinbrecher Harold Howard
 More detailed inf WMU First Baptist, London Rosa Fiechter Bill Jaggers Harold Howard
- North Frankfort Baptist WMU Charter Members, Troy and Martie Smith Reed Mclver
North Frankfort Church West Fork Women on Mission Margaret Morton
Little Clifty WMU Naomi Pryor, Rena Armstrong, | West Fork Women on Mission Evelyn Palmer
Shellie Shartzer, Georgetown WMU Ruth Towles James
Pansy Probus, Georgetown WMU Franklyn Heath White
' Mabel Wilson Libby: Cox Thomas Cox
- Patricia Robertson : Laverne Sublette Anna Mary Byrdwell Mae C. Harmon
Women on Mission, Lone Pine = Estella Brashear John C. Hack - _ - Mae C. Harmon
Betty R. Cook "~ .+ Kathryn Jasper Akridge, Bryant and Peggy Hicks Leslie Keeling
; " Lealice Dehoney, : ' ' :

| Other Donors: Calvary Baptist Church WMU, Limddn; Mrs. ER.

Nicholson; Mary C. Page; Women on Mission, Gratz Baptist

Church;

ry of Gladys H. Street.

As of Februzug' 28,1997, the c
was $62,670.59. It is

Heritage Fun

~ Anna F. Blaylock; Freedom Baptist Church

“Note: The gift of June Cottrell in last year’s report was in memo- -

arryinticost of the Kentucky WMU

e interest on this endowed

fund which is used to fund the grants which were given for the
first time at the annual meeting in 1996. Exciting projects involv-
ing migrant groups, college groups, ethnic groups, educational
materials, and area development of WMU have been made possi-
ble through this fund, the purpose of which is to sustain, devel-
op, and strengthen WMU in Kentucky.

Our thanks go to the missions minded men and women who
have made gifts to the fund. The Kentucky Baptist Foundation
manages these funds for WMU and is available to discuss estate

Development Specialist

_ Spears Mill WMU planning and other ways of giving. This is the future of missions!
ine Bramblet
Laura A. Lynn Maribeth Hambrick




LEADERSHIP

Barna suggests spiritual revwal others not so sure]

Continued from page 1

On the other hand, society appar-
ently is becoming “increasingly secu-
lar, and this is affecting our church
membership significantly,” he added.
“Something is happening to our soci-
ety and culture which is changing the
world in which we’re trying to do

ministry, and we’re not adaptmg to .

that very well.”

All that change may be
whipping up interest in
religion, but not necessar-
ily Christian faith, noted
Ben Harbin, director of
marketing planning for
the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board’s
church-growth group.

“There’s definitely a
resurgence of spirituality
in America,” Harbin said. “But there’s
a good debate over whether that trans-
lates into an increase in Christianity.”

And it might lead to increased par-
ticipation in extreme sects and cults,

" noted church historian Bill Leonard,
dean of Wake Forest University’s di-
vinity school.

“What we’re learning out of this
California debacle over the Heaven’s
Gate cult is that Americans perceive
themselves to be very religious, but
it’s very self-determining,” Leonard
said. For example, the Heaven’s Gate
cult cooked up its own homemade re-
ligion, blending parts of Christianity,

Barna

eastern religion, science fiction and
even music theory.

“Looking from the long term, we
are in a period of permanent transi-
tion,” he suggested. “People’s reli-
gious identities and orientation move
across a wide spectrum. There’s lots
of interest in religious life, and people
move in and out of religious move-
ments.”

Such individualized
faith leaves religious orga-
nizations and institutions
“in constant flux,” Le-
onard said. “It’s very
hard—you can’t predict
where they will go.”

And that makes “reli-
gious sociology naval-
gazing,” or interpreting
the up-to-the-minute spir-
itual condition of modern America,
quite difficult, he said.

For example, he noted Barna’s lat-
est positive report on ‘“born-again”
Americans followed by only a few
weeks another Barna report that said
American males comprise a “pagan
subculture.” -

. “One week he says 1t s all commg
apart, and the next he’s saying it’s all
coming back—and he’s probably
right on both,” Leonard said. Depend-
ing on how the population is catego-
rized and how terms are defined,
Americans appear more pagan and
more Christian almost simultaneous-

Workmg in this context, the South-
ern Baptist Convention showed slight
membership growth in 1995, report-
ed Cliff Tharpe, manager of the Sun-
day School Board’s strategic informa-
tion unit.

Based on preliminary estlmates
SBC membership increased 0.23 per-
cent—from 15,668,077 in 1995 to
15,703,884 last year, Tharpe said. For
the 1994-96 period, membership in-
creased 0.58 percent.

From Barna’s perspective, U.S.
Christians have reason to be optimis-
tic. -
“It is too early to say that spiritual
revival has gripped the nation,” he

.acknowledged. “However, there is an

undeniable interest in spirituality
among tens of millions of Americans,
and much of that interest is being pur-
sued through church-related activities.

“Realize, too, that these figures
raise hope for the moral and emotion-
al restoration of American society.

_ Historically, societies firmly rooted in,

and committed to, positive spiritual
convictions are comparatively more
compassionate and productive.

“If this spiritual reawakening of
our nation continues, America’s cul-
ture could be revolutionized, as evi-
denced by effects such as decreases
in violence, emotionally healthy fam-
ilies, a superior work ethic and a more
community-minded society.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

Needed: Secretary. 40 hours/
$7.50 per hour. 40 wpm, Microsoft
Word, phone, research skills. Must
be flexible for growing church. Re-
sumé to: Victory Baptist Church,
2261 Armstrong Mill Road, Lexing-
ton, KYY 40515.

SEEKING: Gracey West Union
Baptist Church is presently search-
ing for a part-time minister of youth
and music. If interested, please send
resumé to: Youth and Music Search
Committee, GWUBC, P.O. Box
143, Gracey, KY 42232-0143.

AVAILABLE: Outgoing, ener-
getic ordained minister seeks church
to pastor. Call (502) 789-3412.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Eastern Parkway Baptist Church.
Send resumé to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Eastern Parkway Baptist
Church, 601 Eastern Parkway, Lou-
isville, KY 40217.

ATTENTION: Pastors, minis-
ters. Hundreds of churches call us
each month looking for a pastor or
minister.. Call (800) 917-9599 for
your confidential information pack-
et. Southern Baptist Ministers Staff-
ing Service.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music for church averaging 350+ in
worship service. Send resumé to: Min-
ister of Music Search Committee, P.O.
Box 57, Hawesville, KY 42348.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island,
Florida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo
available for vacation rental. Large
pool, tennis courts, bikes, canoe,
kayak, screened porch, lovely se-
cluded beach. Weekly rates May
through mid-December: $595. Call
Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752 (home)
or (502) 897-5079 (office).

TOUR: 11 days Israel and Egypt
from your area only $2,089. Nov. 1-
11, including air, 1st class hotels,
meals and all the sites plus experi-
ence you can trust. Call Judy Studie
(502) 247-8331 for a color brochure.

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church
is presently in the process of search-
ing for a full-time minister of youth
and music. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, Meta Baptist Church,
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY
41501. :

WANTED: Part-time minister of
music, responsible for adult, children
and handbell choirs. Contact Lewis
Lane Baptist Church, 2600 Lewis
Lane, Owensboro, KY 42301. (502)
684-4266.

NEEDED: Pianist for east-end
church. Two Sunday services and
Wednesday evening choir rehears-

‘al. Pay is very competitive. Call

Gary Vidito, West Broadway Bap-
tist Church, (502) 491-1920.

WANTED: Full-time director/
minister of youth and education.
Send resumé.to: Search Committee,
Oak Ridge Baptist Church, 6056
Taylor Mill Road, Covington, KY
41015. Resumé should include ap-
plicant’s experience and/or educa-
tion for the position.

SEEKING: A full-time associate
pastor with a strong music empha-
sis. The position will require the
ability to provide strong leadership,
direction and training for our music

~and education programs, plus assist

the pastor with the overall ministries
of the church. Send resumé to: Mor-
ganfield First Baptist Church, 200
North Morgan St., Morganfield, KY
42437, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: Concord Baptist
Church is in process of searching for
a full-time minister of youth. If in-
terested, please send resumé to:
‘Concord Baptist Church, 1945 Con-
cord Lane, Hopkinsville, K'Y 42240,
Attn: Search Committee.

- SEEKING: Preschool teachers.
Fern Creek Baptist Child Develop-
ment Center is currently looking for
preschool and parents day out teach-
ers for the 1997-98 school year. Hours

are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for.

preschool and TT, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
for parents day out. We offer compet-
itive wages, a friendly environment
and other benefits. Please contact
Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Barnes at
(502) 239-0316.

SEEKING: Calhoun Baptist
Church in western Kentucky is ac-
cepting resumés for pastor until July
1, 1997. Send resumé to: Pastor
Search Committee, Calhoun Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 283, Calhoun, KY
42 3T
SEEKING: ngh Point Baptist
Church in Mayfield, Ky., is seekmg
a full-time associate pastor with pri-
mary responsibilities in youth and
children’s ministry. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, High Point Bap-

tist Church, 220 Farthing St., May- -

field, KY 42066.

SEEKING: Blackford & Breck-

inridge Baptist Associations, con-
sisting of 36 churches, are accept-
ing resumés for a full-time DOM.
Resumés will be accepted until June
16. Applicants should mail resumés
to: DOM Search Committee, Black-
ford & Breckinridge Baptist Asso-
ciations, 404 Elm St., Cloverport,
KY 40111.

Church attendance up 6%
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“We believe that
compassionate
ministry in the

name of Christ will |

-continue to reveal
to North Koreans
the depth of love

God has for them.”
Bill Cashion, Southern
Baptist human needs
consultant

PROTEST More than

125 messianic Jews and
evangelical Christians
demonstrate outside the
Israeli embassy in
Washington May 19 to
protest a proposed law that
would severely limit
evangelism efforts in that
country. (RNS photo)

Baptists send 1.8 million meals to starving N. Koreans

By Mark Kelly
SBC Foreign Mission Board

PYONGYANG, North Korea
(BP)—Southern Baptists recently
shipped more than 1.8 million meals
to starving North Koreans in the wake
of their country’s famine.

Dehydrated vegetable soup mix
was shipped to the reclusive Asian
nation—at a cost of 3.6 cents per
meal—because of a partnership be-
tween Southern Baptists, American
farmers and an interdenominational
food bank.

The project was funded through
the 1996 World Hunger Fund collect-
ed by Southern Baptists.

North Korea is in the grip of a fam-
ine after two years of massive crop
failures. Eyewitnesses say as many as
20 million people go to bed hungry
nightly.

The famine has left entire villages
surviving on diets of grass, straw and
weeds, while hospitals are unable to
function because of a lack of fuel, food
and drugs.

In some areas, government rations
have shrunk to 3.5 ounces a day—less
than one-fourth the level needed to

maintain body weight. Children re-
portedly have begun to die of malnu-
trition.

Three overseas freight containers,
containing 1.86 million meals total,
were shipped for only $60,000, said
Bill Cashion, a Southern Baptist hu-
man needs consultant. Expenses were
minimized because farmers in Colo-
rado and Texas donated surplus crops
and Breedlove Dehydrating Plant, a
non-profit ministry of an interdenom-
inational food bank in Lubbock, Tex-
as, provided its services at cost.

“These farmers have given a tre-
mendous boost to this relief effort be-
cause they were willing to give away
their surplus harvest, rather than turn-
ing it under,” Cashion said. “In fact,
they offered 200 million pounds of
potatoes and vegetables, but even at
this low cost, it would have taken $9
million if we had processed and
shipped it all. We just don’t have that
kind of resource.’

Southern Baptist officials were
able to release another $140,000 to
extend the project, however. About
$1.2 million of Southern Baptist hun-
ger funds have been released to relieve
the food crisis since August 1995

EMERGENCY MEAL A North Korean boy
receives emergency food assistance. North
Koreans are facing a massive famine as
U.S. aid groups including the Southern
Baptist Foreign Mission Board scramble to
help. (RNS/Reuters photo)

floods destroyed much of that year’s
rice harvest.

“We believe that compassionate
ministry in the name of Christ will
continue to reveal to North Koreans
the depth of love God has for them,”

" Cashion said.

Meanwhile, North Korea recently

Christians protest at Israeli emhassy over bill

By Ira Rifkin

Religion News Service

WASHINGTON—Dan Murrill is
an evangelical Christian who took
time away from his salesman’s job
recently to stand outside the Embassy
of Israel and both praise the Jewish
state for being “God’s chosen nation”
and condemn it for a proposed law he
fears could make it illegal to possess
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a New Testament there.

“I believe in evangelizing and
spreading the word of Jesus Christ,”
said Murrill, who lives in Wood-
bridge, Va. “This law could slam the
door on that in Israel.”

- 'Murrill joined about 125 Christians
and Messianic Jews who demonstrat-
ed two hours May 19 outside Israel’s
Washington embassy in opposition to
a bill in the Israeli Knesset (parlia-
ment) that would make possession of
religious materials used in conversion
efforts a crime punishable by a year
in jail.

Carrymg Israeli flags and “We
Love Israel” signs, the demonstrators
staged a bit of street theater in which
black-clad “Israeli policemen” “arrest-
ed” a group of Christians witnessing
to other protesters who played “Israe-
li Jews.” -

“They’re doing the same thing now
as they did 2,000 years ago,” one of
the protesters said, referring to Jew-
ish rejection of Jesus.

The proposed bill also would out-
law the importation, reproduction or
distribution of religious materials for
use in conversion efforts. Current Is-
raeli law makes it illegal to try and
convert minors or offer financial in-
ducement to convert.

Opponents say the proposed law is
so broad as to outlaw simple posses-
sion of a New Testament, although
one of the legislation’s chief sponsors
says that is not the case. 7

Nissim Zvili, a member of Israel’s
opposition Labor Party, also says the
proposed bill will not hamper tradi-
tional Christian worship or other ex-
pressions of the faith in Israel, where
the Roman Catholic and Greek Ortho-
dox churches have large followings
within the Arab community.

However, Zvili and the bill’s other
supporters have not hidden their de-
sire to make it more difficult for evan-
gelical Christians from the United

States and elsewhere to proselytize
Israeli Jews.

That has galvanized elements of
the international evangelical commu-
nity—for whom spreading the gospel
is central to their faith—to attack vo-
ciferously the proposed law as an as-
sault on religious freedom.

Messianic Jews—Jews who pro-
fess belief in Jesus as the Messiah but
maintain Jewish identities—have
joined the opposition. They view the
proposed law as an attempt to stem the
growth of their movement in Israel.

“It is wrong for Israel, which calls
itself a democratic state, to slide into
state-sponsored religious persecu-
tion,” said Joel Chernoff, general sec-
retary of the Philadelphia-based Mes-
sianic Jewish Alliance of America.

Chemnoff fears that Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu will
back the proposed law to shore up
support for his ruling coalition among
ultra-Orthodox Jewish political par-
ties.

In addition to Zvili, the bill’s other
major supporters are from the ultra-
Orthodox right wing.

Reports from Israel have said
Zyili’s support for the measure is part
of a Labor move to lure ultra-Ortho-
dox support away from Netanyahu.

The bill was prompted by a recent
campaign, orchestrated from the Unit-
ed States by San Diego-based televan-
gelist Morris Cerullo, in which hun-
dreds of thousands of unsolicited cop-
ies of a Hebrew-language missionary
pamphlet were mailed to Israeli Jews.

The well-financed campaign infu-
riated Israel’s Jewish religious lead-
ers because of its foreign origin and
its specific targeting of Jews.

The proposed bill has received pre-
liminary Knesset approval, but must
be voted upon two more times before
it becomes law. Some changes to the
bill are expected while it is in com-
mittee.

agreed to allow a spe<:1a1 liaison of-
ficer into its territory to coordinate and
oversee relief aid by church agencies
and other non-governmental organi-
zations.

Erich Weingartner, a former World
Council of Churches official, will
head the new Food Aid Liaison Unit
that will be housed in the offices of
the United Nations’ World Fc: * Pro-
gram—the major internationa' en-
cy supplying aid to North Korea—but
will be financed by church and non-
governmental relief agencies.

The World Food Program esti-
mates North Korea will need at least
1.3 millicn tons of food to meet its
basic needs in 1997. It has appealed
for 200,000 tons of aid—worth about
$96 million—but to date has received
Iess than half that.

Relief efforts have been plagued by
world politics and the North Koreans’
extreme suspicion of foreigners.

The North Korean government re-
quested an NGO liaison because it
needed help in meeting NGO require-
ments, such as prompt information for
contributors about what happens to .
the aid and assurances it reaches the
people it is intended to help.




Bill bars trade with religious persecutors

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Legis-
lation to “put teeth” into efforts to
curb the persecution of Christians
and other religious minorities in for-
eign lands by imposing a variety of
economic and other sanctions was
unveiled recently in the House and
Senate with broad religious backing.

The proposed bill—offered in the
Senate by Sen. Arlen Specter, R-Pa.,
and in the House by Rep. Frank
Wolf, R-Va.—also would create a
senior White House position to
monitor religious persecution
abroad and would expedite proceed-
ings for those claiming asylum from
religious persecution.

Sudan—where Christians say
they are sold into slavery and other-
wise persecuted with the backing of

the nation’s Muslim rulers—was
singled out in the proposed legisla-
tion for immediate sanctions.

Wolf likened the proposed sanc-
tions against Sudan to those im-
posed.on South Africa during the
apartheid era.

But Specter, speaking at a Capi-
tol Hill news conference, conceded
the bill’s call for trade sanctions will
be a tough sell in Congress.

For example, the bill could affect
trade with China, which religious
activists say discriminates against
Christians, Tibetan Buddhists and
Muslims. China is already the focus
of a trade debate, with President
Clinton urging Congress to renew
Beijing’s “most favored nation”
trading status—a move opposed by

some supporters of the Specter-
Wolf bill.

As offered, the “Freedom from
Religious Persecution Act” would
impose automatic sanctions if the di-
rector of the proposed White House
Office of Religious Persecution
Monitoring found a nation guilty of
religious persecution.

The president would have the
power to waive sanctions—which
include a ban on all exports and non-
humanitarian aid to nations guilty of
religious persecution—for national
security reasons. Additional sanc-
tions include denying visas to offi-
cials from offending nations and
opposing a country’s efforts to gain
international development loans or
join the World Trade Organization.

Law would limit prisoners’ religious rights

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Justice
Fellowship, the public policy arm of
Charles Colson’s Prison Fellowship,
has taken petitions with 30,000 sig-
natures to Capitol Hill urging lawmak-
ers to resist exempting prisoners from
a 1993 law making it difficult for gov-
ernment to interfere in religious prac-
tices.

“If religious liberty is not secure for
prisoners then it is not secure for any-
one,” Colson said at a news confer-
ence to launch the First Freedom
Campaign.

Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., acting on

behalf of a number of prison officials
and states’ attorneys general, is seek-
ing to exempt prisons from having to
comply with the stringent require-

_ments of the Religious Freedom Res-
toration Act. That law says govern-
ment must show a compelling inter-
est before it can interfere with a per-
son’s religious practices.

Reid said his bill would stop the
national increase in the number of
frivolous lawsuits by prisoners who
claim infringement of religious rights.
The legislation would prohibit the ap-
plication of RFRA to anyone incarcer-

ated in a federal, state or local prison.
Reid’s spokeswoman, Jenny Back-

us, estimated 40 percent of all civil .

cases in Nevada were brought by pris-
oners using RFRA in 1993.

But Deborah Phillips of Justice
Fellowship said Reid exaggerated the
number of cases brought by prisoners
under RFRA. Citing statistics from the
Office of the U.S. Courts, Phillips said
50 inmate-filed RFRA cases were re-
ported in the past two years, account-
ing for less than 5 percent of all pris-
oner-filed lawsuits and less than 1
percent of all civil cases nationwide.

Court: Charity tax breaks are for all or none

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
U.S. Supreme Court ruled this
month that states cannot discrimi-
nate in levying property taxes be-
tween charities, including religious
groups, primarily serving out-of-
state clients and those serving state
residents.

In a 5-4 decision, the court over-
turned a Maine Supreme Judicial
Court ruling against a summer camp
operated by the Christian Science

Church, in which 95 percent of the
attendees were from out of state. A
- $30,000 property tax had been lev-
ied on the camp that was not im-
posed on charities whose clients

were primarily from within the state.

Religious groups, including the
Christian Life Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention, filed
a friend-of-the-court brief arguing
religious liberty would be “serious-
ly at stake” if the High Court ruled

against the camp. ‘

The Supreme Court’s opinion
was written by Justice John Paul
Stevens, who argued such discrimi-
natory practice would never be per-
mitted in profit-making corpora-
tions.

The dissenting opinion, written
by Justice Antonin Scalia, argued

the Maine law was merely a way of

supporting charitable activities de-
signed to improve that state.

Bible society spokesman: ‘Gender’ politically charged word in U.S.

Continued from page 1
gender-neutral biblical texts to be
read at mass.

The NIV dispute arose in late
March, when an article in World
magazine, an evangelical news
weekly, contended the society’s
Committee on Bible Translation had
recommended a “unisex” version
that would become the only NIV
available in the United States. .

In a series of statements intend-
ed to clarify the issue, IBS and
Zondervan Publishing House, pub-
lisher of the Bible, sought to assure
the evangelical community that the
current version of the NIV would
remain available.

In a mid-May statement, IBS and
Zondervan said they “never have
considered, nor will ever consider,
any change in the NIV text that
would use feminine pronouns to de-
scribe the deity or deny the mascu-
linity of Jesus.

“Nor would we approve any
changes that would diminish or elim-

inate the divinely ordained uniqueness
of men and women. No changes will
be approved that are contrary to the
original biblical text in any way.”

Such statements, however, did not
mollify critics. '

“I believe that the word ‘gender’
in the North American context, unlike
the United Kingdom, is a highly po-
litically charged word,” Johnson said.
“It’s a powder keg of terminology.”

The British version of the NIV al-
ready contains many of the “gender-
accurate” passages that would have
been incorporated into the edition
planned for the United States.

Johnson said when translators deal
with gender—grammatical mascu-
line; feminine or neuter categories of
words—linguistic precision is the
goal, not a bow to feminist pressures.

Some U.S. evangelicals have con-
fused linguistic accuracy -with femi-
nist revisionism, he added:

“They view it as pandering to the
feminist agenda and they don’t view
it as the linguistics issue that it really

is,” he said, precisely the charge lev-
eled by Mohler.

“The main issue was the fact that
we would see translators use modem
standards of political correctness
emerging out of the feminist agenda
to come out with a version of Scrip-
ture, a translation, to be more accept-
able to the modern mind,” Mohler
said.

Southern Baptists, the largest Prot-
estant denomination in the United
States with 15.7 million members, are
the top purchasers of the NIV. The
NIV is the translation of choice for the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board in its commentaries and study

" manuals.

Overall Bible sales in the United
States are estimated at $500 million
annually. The NIV holds a 45 percent-
market share and is especially favored

"by evangelicals, who use it nearly as
often as the traditional King James
Version. Since its introduction in 1978
and subsequent revision in 1983, more
than 100 million copies have been

sold, according to Zondervan and IBS
officials. ' . B

Johnson said the decision to scrap
the new translation is irrevocable.

“We have shelved all plans to ever
discuss this,” Johnson said.

“If the North American evangeli-
cal church ever wanted to discuss gen-
der accuracy, I don’t know if we’d be
willing again, but in any case, that
would be well down the road, proba-
bly after you and I are long gone.”

In addition to scrapping plans for
a “gender-accurate” NIV Bible in the
U.S., the Bible society also announced
it will begin immediate revisions in its
New International Readers Version to
remove the “gender-accurate” treat-
ment built into it from the beginning.
The New International Readers Ver-
sion is marketed for children and
adults low-level English skills.

Also, IBS said it will negotiate with
the publisher of the NIV Bible in Brit-
ain toward of goal of ceasing publica-
tion of the “inclusive language” NIV
there.

Willow Creek
pastors counsel
Clinton.on
abortion ban

SOUTH
BARRINGTON, Ill.—
Bill Hybels, pastor of the
17,000-member Willow
Creek Community
Church and one of
President Clinton’s
spiritual advisers, has
faxed a letter to the
president urging him to
sign a bill banning a
controversial abortion
procedure.

Lee Strobel, an
associate pastor at
Willow Creek, said he
instigated and prepared
the one-page letter
calling for the
president’s support of
the “Partial-Birth
Abortion Ban Act.”

The bill was passed
by the House in March
and by the Senate May
20. The White House
has indicated Clinton is
likely to veto the
measure because it does
not contain a safeguard
for the health of the
mother.

Hybels meets
monthly with Clinton for
an hour-long session
but does not raise policy
issues unless the
president does.

Strobel said the letter
was similar to two -
memos drafted last year
before Clinton vetoed a
similar ban.

“l argued as forcibly
as | could that he should
sign the bill, because the
ban is morally, ethically
and medically
appropriate and
constitutionally
defensible,” Strobel said.

Strobel said Hybels
wrote a message on the
letter before faxing it to
the president, but
Strobel added that he
did not know what
Hybels said.

Strobel noted that
Hybels takes an anti-
abortion position and
has preached on the
subject. “Its’ probably
not a bjg leap to guess
what Bill has said.”
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In the past year,
the Christian
Coalition has

donated $850,000
‘to help burned
black churches. In
January the group
unveiled its
Samaritan Project,
a combination of
legislative
proposals and
economic projects
to assist churches
and other
ministries in the
inner city.
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Goalition holds meeting on race issues

By Adelle Banks

‘Religion News Service

BALTIMORE (RNS)—When
Christian Coalition President Pat Rob-
ertson knelt before a predominantly
black congregation May 10 and ac-
cepted its prayers on his behalf, his
conservative political organization
took another symbolic and highly vis-
ible step in its promotion of racial rec-
onciliation.

The prayers for Robertson came at
the end of the coalition’s Congress on
Racial Justice and Reconciliation, a
meeting that brought together 500
people to explore ways white and
black conservatives can join in com-

mon cause on issues of race and jus-
tice.

“We are with you in the Christian
Coalition and I’'m with you personal-
ly and, together folks, we will see the
elimination of racial bigotry in Amer-
ica,” Robertson said in a speech at Is-
rael Baptist Church just before an in-
terracial group of clergy laid hands on
him in prayer.

Even before the meeting, the coa-
lition has made efforts to reach minor-
ities, particularly African-Americans.
In the past year, the group has donat-
ed $850,000 to help burned black
churches and in January the group
unveiled its Samaritan Project, a com-
bination of legislative proposals and

Christian songwriters, radio
stations at financial odds

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

NASHVILLE (RNS)—Christian
songwriters and the radio stations that
air their music are involved in a bruis-
ing tug of war over the fuel that keeps
both going—money.

On one side is the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters, which has long
felt its member radio stations pay too
much for the licenses that allow them
to play Christian music.

On the other side are Christian
songwriters, who say they are strug-
gling economically and already earn
far less than secular songsmiths.

The debate has sharpened as Con-
gress considers proposed legislation to
revamp the royalty system under
which fees are paid to artists.

“The net effect of this legislation
is that it will (cut) the earnings of
Christian songwriters by 50 percent,”
said Frank Breeden, executive direc-
tor of the Christian Music Trade As-
sociation in Nashville.

Breeden said some NRB members
“have gotten very passionate about
this plan and have moved it into this

legislative mode without realizing.

what the ripple effect would be to the

* Christian songwriters.”

The NRB, however, counters that

_the current licensing process is not

equitable for Christian broadcasters
who run for-profit commercial sta-
tions that play a limited amount of
music. Non-profit stations have sepa-
rate licensing agreements.

“We’re motivated by fairness,”
said Brandt Gustavson, president of

the Manassas, Va.-based NRB. “We

want fairness in it all.”

NRB has been urging its members
to lobby lawmakers to support the pro-
posed legislation.

“Under current rules, the licensing
monopolies are charging religious
broadcasters three to four times more
than they charge other stations that
play music all day long,” the NRB
argued in a recent mailing.

The songwriters and broadcasters
have begun discussions to understand
each other better. And, while the talks
have been described as civil by some,
harsh words have been heard from in-
dividuals on both sides of the divide.

“The selfish agenda the NRB pro-
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poses to enact via H.R.789 and S.28
will devastate one of American Chris-
tianity’s greatest treasures—our rich
heritage of gospel music,” wrote Rob-
ert Sterling, head of the newly formed
Coalition for the Protection of Amer-
icas’ Gospel Music Heritage. He also
called proponents of the legislation

“self-serving profit mongers of the -
NRB.” :

Russ Hauth, executive director of

the NRB music license committee, is-
sued a responding statement, stating,
“Mr. Sterling intemperately and erro-
neously maligns the motives of Chris-
tian radio stations but has never even
contacted us.”

In an interview, Sterling reiterated
his view that the NRB-backed legis-
lation is “‘essentially selfish,” and said
his role defending fellow songwriters
is an unusual one.

“This is a property rights issue that
should be settled in the marketplace
and has no business before Congress,”
Sterling said. “This is my property that
they’re trying to use and trying not to
pay for. I don’t believe I have any way
of dictating to them what they charge
for their advertising rates, for exam-
ple, and I don’t think they want that
issue settled in Congress.”

Speaking from personal experi-v

ence, Sterling said Christian songwrit-
ers do not make “a lot of money” from
performance licensing organizations,
such as ASCAP.

Sterling wrote “God Is With Us,”
a hit song in 1995 by Point of Grace,
a Christian pop group.

“My income from that as the sole
writer ... will not exceed $4,000,” he

predicted. A writer of a hit country

single would generate income in the
six-figure range, he said.

Some NRB representatives attend-
ed the early May meeting of the
Church Music Publishers Association
in Scottsdale, Ariz., and on May S5,

Some musig pubhshmg officials met” :

with Gustavson.

Neither side said much publicly
about the meetings.

“We have met with (CMPA) lead-
ers at their convention ... and although
we have differences we’ve mutually
agreed to private talks in a civil man-
ner,” said Chuck Merritt, communi-
cations director of the NRB Music

License Committee. o

Is your church
for everyone?-

Begin or strengthen a special
education ministry. Special
Education Today (0767346890)
is the publication ministering
to special education persons,
their families, and other care-
givers. And there’s a new book
to help: A Place for Everyone:
A Guide for Special Education
Bible Teaching-Reaching
Ministry (0767318986).

economic projects to assist churches
and other ministries in the inner city.
Part of the project includes a pledge
to raise $10 million by the year 2000
to help “at-risk youth.”

But critics claim the coalition’s leg-
islative agenda will hurt rather than
help people of color.

“Their actions and agenda clearly
indicate that their intent is to try to
enlist African-American people of
faith in becoming unwitting accom-
plices in an effort to move this coun-
try in retreat back to those days when
we were a nation ‘separate and un-
equal,” said Charles Stith, a board
member of People For the American
Way. .

Contact The Sunday School Board
for these resources: Email to
70423.2526@compuserve.cont Or
fax your order to 615-251-5933.

Alice Lloyd College
Faculty/Staff Vacancies
Fall 1997

Alice Lloyd College is a four-year liberal arts, work-study college operated on
Christian principles and dedicated to the purpose of education Appalachian
students for-indigenous leadership. The College is located at Pippa Passes in
the picturesque hills of eastern Kentucky, approximately 150 miles from
Lexington, Kentucky. We are seeking faculty who are enthusiastic and
dedicated to quality teaching and faculty/student interaction. Faculty reside on
campus in faculty housing, dine in the cafeteria (optional) and serve as
mentors, counselors and advisors to students.

Mathematics: Ph.D. in Mathematics preferred, Masters in Mathematics re-
quired. Responsibilities include teaching Algebra and Trigonometry, Calculus,
Geometry, Statistics, Differential Equations and other courses as needed.

Chemistry/Biochemistry: Ph.D. in Biochemistry or Chemistry with 18
graduate hours in Biology required. Responsibilities ‘may include teaching
Introductory Biology, Introductory Chemistry, General Chemistry, Organic,
Biochemistry, or other courses as needed.

Sociology: Ph.D. in Sociology required, graduate work in Geography would be
helpful. Responsibilities include teaching Introduction to Sociology, Racial and
Cultural Minorities, Contemporary Social Problems, Introduction to Anthropol-
ogy and Human Geography

Physics: Ph.D. in Physics required, with credentials in Mathematics. Respon-
sibilities include teaching General Elementary Physics, General College Phys-
ics, Modern Physics, Classical Mechanics, Experimental Physics, Algebra,
Trigonometry and Calculus. ;

Technical Services Librarian: ALA accredited M.L.S. degree required. Re-
sponsibilities include all technical aspects of librarianship through which the
integrity of collections is managed, including acquisitions, cataloging, process-
ing and database management.

For the above -positions, send letter of application, send current letter of
application, current resume, names, addresses and phone numbers of three
references to: Dr. Wallace Campbell, Vice President for Academic Affairs, Alice:
Lloyd College, 100 Purpose Road, Pippa Passes, KY 41844. Alice Lloyd College
is an AA/EOE.

Director of Admissions: Master’s degree preferred. Minimum of three years
admissions experience. Responsible for creating and implementing strategies
to meet specific goals for the recruitment of students from a 100-county service
area in Central Appalachia.

Admissions Counselor: Bachelor’s degree required. Previous admissions
experience preferred. Extensive travel in 100 county, 5 state area required.

Ability to communicate effectively in writing as well as orally to Various -
constituencies.

Radio Station Manager: Bachelor’s degree required. Operate a college-
basedd FM radio station including its management, public relations and
fundraising. Must have a deep commitment to Christian broadcasting.

Field ’Reprlesexitative: Bachelor’s degree required. Must have high inter-
personal skills to cultivate and solicit donors and prospects in states west of
the Mississippi. Previous dévelopment or sales experience preferred.

For the above positions, send letter of application, current resume, names, .
addresses and phone numbers of three references to: Mr. Donald DeBorde, Vice
President for Institutional Advancement; Alice Lloyd College, 100 Plppa Passes,
KY 41844. Alice Lloyd College is an AA/EOE.
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Scholarships

Awarding scholarships to Ken-
tucky Baptist students attending a
Kentucky Baptist-related educa-
tional institution is one of the most
gratifying aspects of the Founda-
tion’s ministry. This year the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation awarded
a total of $200,000 to 262 students
attending Campbellsville, Cumber-
land, Georgetown, Clear Creek,
Mid-Continent and
Southern Seminary. In
addition 197 first-year
students received
$79,000 for the KBC’s
matching scholarship
which is also adminis-
tered by the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation. The
Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation also administers
scholarship funds for
churches.

The stated objectives
of the Kentucky Baptist

Barry Allen

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

ficiently as possible for the students,
the institutions and the foundation.

All of these scholarships were
established by people who loved
young people, who appreciated
their Baptist educational institu-
tions, who believed in Christian
higher education and ministerial
education and who trusted the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation to invest
the funds and administer
the scholarship until the
Lord returns.

Some of the scholar-
ships give priority to
young people who have
been served by Kentucky

dren. Some. prioritize
children of foreign mis-
sionaries. Others priori-
tize young people of a
particular church, associ-
ation or county. Some of

Foundation’s scholarship program
are: (1) to fulfill the sacred trust of
the benefactors who established the
scholarship funds, (2) to provide
meaningful assistance to as many of
the most needy Kentucky Baptist
students as possible in as equitable
a manner possible, (3) to heighten
the awareness of Kentucky Baptist
students about their denomination-
al family and its intent in and com-
mitment to quality education in a
Christian context, and (4) to admin-
ister the program as simply and ef-

the scholarship endow-

" ments were established by a bequest

in a will; others by outright gifts of
cash or appreciated assets. Some
were established in memory of a
parent or child.

Please call Laurie Valentine, our
trust counsel, or me at (502) 244-
6466 to discover how you can make
a lasting difference by establishing
a scholarship endowment fund.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

Baptist Homes for Chil- .

Need help
ministering to
someone facing
an unplanned
pregnancy?
Some of the best
advice you may be able
to give is to call First Step.

Whether the birth parent
is planning to parent the

child or is considering adoption, First Step can
help with confidential counseling and
compassionate assistance.

Call toll-free! 1-800-928-5242
(In Louisville, dial 568-9117)

First Step

Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption Service

A service of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
Visitour WWW site athttp://www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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There is plenty to
keep you turning
the page just to
see what is going
to happen next and
how the episodes
are interrelated.
Since Bakker is
telling the story,
you never quite
feel as if you are
being a voyeur, but
almost.

12

| Was Wrong. Jim Bakker with Ken
Abraham. Thomas Nelson Publishers,
1996. 647 pages. $24.99. # & & (out
of five)

Jim Bakker, as you might suspect,
throws the reader some curves in this in-
teresting account of his fall from the pow-
er of PTL to federal prison and back to
freedom. Bakker addresses all the public
parts of his and Tammy Faye’s life, as well
as parts of the story that were not public
until the writing of this book. The tabloid
parts are here for sure: childhood sex
abuse, the Jessica Hahn affair, the Falwell
“takeover” of PTL, the trial, the emotion-
al breakdown, imprisonment, the divorce
from Tammy Faye, adjustment to prison
life, release from prison and movement
back into society. There is
plenty to keep you turning the
page just to see what is going
to happen next and how the ep-
isodes are interrelated. Since
Bakker is telling the story, you
never quite feel as if you are
being a.voyeur, but almost.

What most people have
heard about the book is that
Bakker learned in prison how
misguided was his view of the
purpose of the gospel and the life of disci-
pleship it calls for in a believer. He does
apologize for preaching his gospel of
wealth. “I was wrong,” however, rings
throughout the whole book in other inter-
esting contexts.

Bakker obviously wants us to be in
sympathy with him as a result of reading
his story, and I must admit he almost had
me hooked. Almost. The publisher in-
cludes an end note about a U.S. Supreme
Court ruling that would have kept Bakker
out of prison had it been issued in time.
For me, the inclusion of the end note de-
stroyed all of Bakker’s pleadings and
forced me to question whether Bakker re-
ally understands how he was wrong. The
last words of the book became not “I was

FAITHFUL

READER

wrong” but “See, I really was right.”

The book is long and expensive but an
interesting character study. It moves along
well and you can hear Bakker’s voice be-
hind every word. Get the book and decide
for yourself. Wayne Hager -

Gathering the Seekers. James Newby,
1995. The Alban Institute. 85 pages.

$15.95. oo @

Do not let the title of this book fool
you. This is not another book on how to
get the boomers, busters, or x-ers into
church. Newby’s subject is not evangelism
or outreach. Rather his subject is inreach
on the deepest and most personal level.

James Newby directs the Trueblood
Academy of the Earlham School of Reli-
gion. This book is the end-
product of a Lilly-endowed
study on congregational re-
newal.

Newby contends the
church is fast forgetting how
to love God with the whole
mind. “Thoughtlessness
abounds everywhere in today’s
world,” he writes, “the by-
product being minds without
rudders, floating in a sea of
confusion. And for many the Christian
faith has been unable to ... clarify the con-
fusion.”

Christians must develop the discipline
of loving God with their intellect, he con-
tends. “To love God with the ... mind leads
to the examination of one’s life. Exami-
nation leads to questions. Questions lead,
in the end, to spiritual growth.” This pro-
cess of the intellectual love of God will
help Christians re-connect faith and life.

After diagnosing the situation he ob-
serves in the church, Newby outlines a
small=group process designed to increase
our biblical and theological literacy, in-
crease our ability to reflect on life and
faith, and to revitalize congregations
through NET (Nurturing Experience

Theologically) groups.

At least half of the book outlines the
group process, lists resources and provides
practical examples of the “ministry expe-
rience reports,” which are the centerpiece
of the process.

Newby’s process might be a good fol-
low-up for people who have been through
the “Experiencing God” Bible study and
who want to go further. Jim Holladay

The Celebration Hymnal: Songs and
Hymns for Worship. Tom Fettke,
senior editor. Word/Integrity, 1997.
865 pages. $9.95. o666 &

My 16-year old daughter recommends
we replace our current hymnals with this
one. My wife is impressed with the range
of songs and hymns contained in
this hymnal. The minister of
music at our church wants to buy
copies for the choir because he
likes the optional endings for
many of the hymns, as well as
the material available to open
worship. With that kind of feed-
back, what can I say?

The day I got this hymnal, I
sat at the piano and played
through it. It was an enjoyable
experience. Fettke and the hymnal com-
mittee put together a hymnal that blends
choruses, hymns, gospel songs and read-
ings into a refreshing and useful tool for
worship.

The layout of the hymnal is practical.
Rather than throwing-all the responsive
readings to the end of the book, they are
interspersed at appropriate places through-
out the hymnal. The first 239 selections
focus on the drama of worship. While
most of the hymns and choruses can be
used in a stand-alone manner, the editors
have provided clues on how to put read-
ings, choruses and hymns together to en-
hance their use in the service.

The remainder of the hymnal is divid-
ed into: “The Life of Christ,” “The Holy

Spirit,” “The Living Church,” “New Life
in Christ,” “Walking with God,” “Ever-
lasting Fellowship,” and “Special Times
and Seasons.” .

If our church had not invested in new
hymnals five years ago, I'd be tempted to
take my daughter’s recommendation. Fett-
ke and company have .successfully
brought together the best of traditional and
contemporary church music into an invit-
ing hymnal. Jim Holladay

Graying Gracefully: Preaching to
Older Adults. Edited by William Carl
Jr. Westminster John Knox Press,
1997. 157 pages. $15. oo & &

The subject of this book is one every
preacher must address: How do I preach
to a congregation that includes
NE older adults? Is preaching dif-
ferent for older adults than for
younger adults? With the over-
all aging of our population,
even churches that currently
have a “young” feel will with
time be graying congregations.

William Carl Jr., has assem-
bled an excellent group of
preachers to write about preach-
ing to older adults. Each con-
tributor first addresses an aspect of preach-
ing to older adults, such as the biblical per-
spective on aging or a suggested agenda
for preaching to senior adults. Each arti-
cle is followed by a sermon that illustrates
the theme of the article.

I found the articles and sermons by
Cynthia Campbell and William Carl Jr. to
be the most beneficial for sermon prepa-
ration. Each article provides specific
themes around which the preacher can
develop numerous sermons.

If a preacher has not given thought to
the preaching task as it relates to older
adults, this book is a great start. Even
“graying” preachers will find handles to
address the concerns of their own lives and
their congregations. Wayne Hager

Honored graduates
By Robert Dunston
At our annual Honors Day ser-

niors who have exemplified out-
standing leadership on the Cumber-
land College campus during their
four years as students. ¥
The recipient of the Gorman
Jones Campus Leadership Award
was Sharla Hanson. Han-
son is the daughter of
Dale and Linda Hanson
of Buckner. She is an ed-

vice May 5 we recognized two se- -

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

ity and leadership abilities will
make her an excellent teacher.
Jason Hernandez received the
T.J. Roberts Campus Leadership
Award. Hernandez is the son of .
Richard and Devonia Hernandez of
Lexington. He has a double major
in business administration and com-
munication arts. For all four years
at Cumberland, Hernandez has
been involved with the
college television station
TV-3 as a sports anchor
and reporter covering

ucation major and a
member of Cumber-
land’s chapter of the
Kentucky Education As-
sociation Student Pro-
grams. Hanson has been
active on the Baptist stu-
dent union council, as a

college and high school
sports in the area. For the
past two years he served
as chairman of the cam-
pus activity board, coor-
dinating the many pro-
grams Cumberland of-
fers to help our students

STAR student assistant
in our Insights freshmen orientation
program and as a member of Alpha
Lambda Delta, the national fresh-
man honor society. For two sum-
mers she served with our Mountain
Outreach missions team and for one
summer she coordinated the chil-

city mission center. She has been
involved in her church’s children’s
choir and has worked diligently at
the childcare facility of First Bap-
tist Church of Williamsburg. She
completed her student teaching this
semester at Williamsburg Elemen-
tary School. Her dedication, creativ-

dren’s summer program at an inner-

- College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-

relax and refresh them-
selves. During the summers Her-
nandez volunteered as a little league
coach in Lexington. His presence
on campus has provided creative:
leadership and stability.

As these two and all our seniors
graduate, we are proud of what they
have accomplished. During May
graduation, 196 students participat-
ed. We are grateful we could pro-
vide these future leaders a quality
education founded on Christ.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland

liamsburg, Ky. 40769

By Charles W. Cox Jr.

Friendship has been described
by some as a sheltering tree.
When the harsh rays of an un-
yielding sun burn their way into
our day, there’s nothing like a
sheltering tree—a true friend—to
give us relief in its cool shade. Its
protective trunk gives security
beneath its branches
have rested many a dis-
couraged soul.

Through the years,
Baptist Healthcare has
been blessed with a
number of thoughtful, caring
friends whose prayers and finan-
cial support have helped our min-
istry assist countless numbers of
patients and families in need.

As our hospitals address the
challenges ahead, many will want
to continue this important tradi-
tion of friendship that has charac-
terized Baptist Healthcare for so
many years.

A new Friends organization
has been started for those dedicat-
ed donors who wish to provide
regular financial support for our
ever-expanding ministry to pa-
tients, families and for communi-
ty projects.

You are invited to be a part of
this special relationship with Bap-
tist Healthcare System by becom-
ing a Friend. By making at least
one gift of $50 or more each year

Become a Friend of Baptist Healthcare

BAPTIST

HEALTHCARE
FOUNDATION

to Baptist Healthcare System
through Baptist Healthcare Foun-
dation, you will become a Friend
of Baptist Healthcare Foundation.

As always, you may designate
your gift to the Baptist hospital or
community project of your
choice.

We want to say thank you to
each new Friend of Baptist
Healthcare Foundation.
Everyone who gives at
least $50 during 1997
will receive a token of
appreciation from Bap-
tist Healthcare System
and Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion. Please give prayerful consid-
eration to becoming a Friend of
Baptist Healthcare Foundation
through your gift of $50 or more.
Join us as we minister to those in
need everyday.

Just like a sheltering tree, your
gift to Baptist Healthcare Founda-
tion will provide much-needed help
and comfort to persons facing some
of life’s greatest challenges.

For more information about this
important project, contact Baptist
Healthcare Foundation.

Any questions or comments con-
cerning this article, Baptist Health-
care System or Baptist Healthcare
Foundation should be directed to
Charles W. Cox Jr., president of Bap-
tist Healthcare Foundation, 4007
Kresge Way, Louisville, Ky. 40207.
(502) 896-5003 or (800) 224-4745.
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Shultz: Show family the money, but send IRAs to charity

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Designating a
charity rather than family members as
death beneficiary of an Individual
Retirement Account could help both
the charity and the family, a tax ex-
pert told a group of Kentucky Bap-
tists May 15.

Charles Shultz, a California attor-
ney and nationally known authority on
charitable giving and tax laws, was the
featured speaker at two seminars
sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation and National Asset Man-
agement.

In a session titled “Investing for
Eternal Gains—You Can Take it With
You,” Shultz explained that unspent
IRA balances make ideal charitable
contributions at the time of death.

He noted that an increasing num-
ber of Americans are not depleting
their IRA funds before death. This is
because even after the age at which a

person must begin drawing down IRA
funds, only minimum distributions are
required, he said. With good earnings
continuing on the IRA, it takes a num-
ber of years for the minimum with-
drawals to begin to deplete the fund.

Shultz gave an example of a per-
son with a $500,000 estate at the time
of death. The estate was made up of
$50,000 in an IRA balance and
$450,000 in other property. This per-
son planned to give $50,000 out of his
estate to charity.

Typically, the surviving family
members would receive the $50,000
IRA plus $400,000 of the other prop-
erty, the balance available after the
$50,000 charitable contribution.

However, naming family members
as beneficiaries of the IRA at the time
of death isn’t doing them any favor,
Shultz said. In Kentucky, IRAs and
pension funds are subject to five tax-
es at the time of death, he explained.
The cumulative tax rate can run as
high as 85 percent.

Po—

20" to 30’ Buses by Champlon

Motor Coach, inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

* 12 to 35 adult capacity
* Used buses for sale-We buy used buses
e Guaranteed buy-back program

’ CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

1722 General George Patton Dr.
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(6135) 376-2287

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)
- (13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

That means of the $50,000 balance
in the IRA, family members might see
only $7,500. The bulk—up to
$42,500—would be paid in federal
and state taxes. ° ;

But if a charity, such as a religious
institution, is named beneficiary of the
IRA, the balance is transferred tax-
free, Shultz said.

The solution in this person’s case
was to make the $50,000 donation to
charity from the IRA and give the
$450,000 in other property to the fam-
ily, he said. Property other than IRAs
and pensions is not subject to the same
number of taxes.

This was one of several strategies
Shultz outlined for maximizing char-
itable contributions while also help-
ing family members financially.

He also explained how a gift to a
charity through a unitrust can provide
additional income for the donor while
still living, in addition to helping the
charity.

A unitrust is a type of trust that
annually pays one or more non-chari-
table beneficiaries a fixed percentage
of the market value of the trust assets
revalued annually. After the income
beneficiaries die or after a designated
term of years expires, the remaining
assets pass to one or more charitable
beneficiaries.

For example, a 65-year-old couple
with appreciated property worth

$200,000 would face heavy taxation
if they sold the property outright and
pocketed the proceeds. But this same
couple, Shultz said, could save
$44,800 in taxes by placing the
$200,000 in a 7 percent unitrust.

From that unitrust, the couple
could earn annual income of $14,000
to be used as they desired, he said.
Some donors use this as a means to
give gifts to their children, to pay for
their own living expenses or to make
additional charitable contributions, he
explained.

Based on life-expectancy tables, at
least one of the two donors is likely to
live another 25 years, Schultz said.
That means they could receive sever-
al hundred thousand dollars from the
unitrust qver their remaining lifetime
and provide for distribution of an ap-
preciated investment to charity at the
time of death. Under a unitrust, assets
remaining in the trust pass tax-free to
the designated charity at the time of
the donor’s death or at some other
specified time.

Parents or grandparents also can
use trust instruments to fund college
education for their children or grand-
children by means of a charitable con-
tribution, Shultz said.

The agencies and institutions of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention cooper-
ated with the foundation in planning
the seminars.

Lexington, KY 40509 e

Windows Software for Churches

Church Data Management System for Windows
— CDMS-Win —
The only church software you will ever need

Call Don Putnam at 1 (800) 928-6388

Greentree Applied Systems, Inc., 157 Prosperous Place, Suite 1A,
(606) 263-2959 ° Fax (606) 263-9824

When:
Time:
Where:

Lighthouse Ministries
presents a one-day seminar:

‘ The Battle of Believing ”

“An in-depth presentation of the Biblical concept of
Faith and how it relates to daily Christian living.”
Saturday, June 28, 1997

8:00 am. - 4:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn
1325 S. Hurstbourne Parkway
Louisville, Kentucky

$25.00 per person

REGISTRATION FORM

Address:

Telephone Number: _( )

Call us at (502) 241-1200 or mail registration form and payment to:

Lighthouse Ministries
7500 Sunset Lane
Crestwood, KY 40014

Make checks payable to: Lighthouse Ministries
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In Kentucky, IRAs
and pension funds
are subject to five
taxes at the time
of death, Shultz
explained. The
cumulative tax
rate can run as
high as 85
percent.
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

369-3956 for more information.

B SOMERSET—High Street Church
called Chris Platt as pastor. He pre-
viously was pastor at Cash Creek
Church in Henderson. He will begin

his new ministry with a pastor instal-
lation service June 15. Larry Mar-
tin, director of the KBC missions and
evangelism division, will be the fea-
tured speaker.

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

M Kentucky construction
and vacation Bible
school team led by John
Walker in Sosnovi Bor,
Russia, May 28-June 10.

B CSI missionaries
“Paul” and “Lori” in
Almaty, Russia, who
were tied up and robbed
in mid-May. At the time,
“Lori” was seven
months pregnant.

M Plans underway for
an ethnic leadership
center, jointly-sponsored
by Massachusetts
Baptist Association and
the Baptist Convention
of New England. The
center will be housed at
Worcester Baptist
Church.

M Southeastern New
England Baptist campus
ministries at Connecticut

College, United States
Coast Guard Academy
and Yale University.

B BAGDAD—Mark Potts resigned
as pastor of Bagdad Church to return
to Tennessee to aid aging parents.
B CADIZ—New Hope Church called
0O.D. Boyd as interim pastor. He be-
gan his new ministry May 25.
Locust Grove Church called Arch-
ie Brock as interim pastor. He began
his new ministry May 11.
B CORBIN—First Church called
Student Intern Amy Schlayer as min-
ister of students and recreation. She
began her new ministry June 1.
B FRANKLIN—Stephen Hooks re-
signed as minister of music at Calva-
ry Church, effective May 12. He will
be available for revivals and other ser-
vices. He can be reached at: 106
Country Club Estates, Franklin, Ky.
42134. Phone (502) 586-9371.
B GUSTON—Hill Grove Church
will celebrate its 175th homecoming
June 29. Former pastors Bill Bargiol,
Ken Milby, Robert Watts and Dav-
id Meyers will participate in the all-
day event. Call (502) 828-3155 for
more information.

B HARRODSBURG—NSA Nation- _

al Baptist Church Tournament will be
held at Anderson-Dean Community
Park. July 11-13. Call Mark Bryant
at work (606) 734-9167 or at home
(606) 734-3217 for more information.
B LOUISVILLE—Cloverleaf
Church will host the Heartland Boys
of Nicholasville in a gospel music
concert June 13 at 7:30 p.m For more
information call (502) 367-0128. -
Third Avenue Church called

Renee Carden Jones as minister of
children and organist. She will begin
her new ministry June 14.

Anna Mary Byrdwell will cele-
brate 30 years of service with Ken-

- tucky WMU June 5.

B MIDWAY—Bill Barnett resigned
as pastor of Forks of Elkhorn Church,
effective April 13.

B MITCHELLSBURG—Mitchells-
burg Church called Wayne Malone
as pastor. He previously was pastor at
Pryorsburg Church in Mayfield. Mal-
one began his new ministry May 21.
B MOREHEAD—Don Mantooth
will celebrate 15 years as pastor at
First Church June 15.

B OWENSBORO—Bret Robbe has
resigned as pastor of Bellevue Church
to become pastor of Clearview Church
in Franklin, Tenn.

B OWINGSVILLE—Owingsville
Church will hold an old-fashioned tent
revival June 8 at 11 a.m. and June 9-
11 at 7 p.m. Sherl Thomas, pastor of
First Church in Irvine, will be guest
speaker. Also, Owingsville Church
will celebrate its 50th anniversary
June 20-22. Former pastor Edwin
Davis will speak June 20, the Sons of
Liberty gospel trio will be in concert
June 21 at 7 p.m., and a special home-
coming is planned for June 22. Call
(606) 674-2055 for more information.
B RICHMOND—Viney Fork
Church will celebrate its 200th anni-
versary June 29. Former Pastor Will-
iam Estep will be guest speaker. An
all-day event is planned. Call (606)

‘ -.henwhanSauzaﬁuumh"u,ﬁg,unyf?
ﬂ"s flamingo prank on their friends
v' Mary‘lane Bryan, who has

‘I will always remember my senior year’

We have said our farewells to the class of 1997,
but they will not be soon forgotten.

In March, I asked the senior class to write es-
says about their thoughts of Oneida. I want to

share excerpts from one of those essays. It was -

penned by a senior who was only with us one year.
The essay is titled, “My Oneida Experience.”
“Are we ever going to get there? The five hour
drive to Oneida was thelongest of my life. I came
with my mother, aunt and ... sister to look at my

future home. ... We toured ... with other
prospective students.
“My first week of living in the dorms

was hard, to say the least. I had never

THIS IS
ONEIDA

never recognized for A or B honor roll at the pub-
lic schools. I have made A honor roll all year, and
it makes a tremendous difference when you know
that every quarter you will be recognized. It makes
learning a reward and not a chore.

“Everyone is required to have a job at Oneida.
Some girls have never experienced working to-
gether as a team to reach a goal. Some have had
paying jobs before they came here, like myself. ...
I think I would have been better prepared for the
workplace if I had come to Oneida be-
fore I started working. I believe I am-
prepared for situations that will arise at
a job from my experience.

had to live in the same building with
almost 200 girls. I was very homesick
for the first two weeks. ... It was a very

* prodigious adjustment for me. I joined
the volleyball team, ... and I played on
the junior varsity and varsity team.
Church and Sunday school were a ma-
jor part of the spiritual life of the cam-
pus. I liked the idea of going to church
on a regular basis.

W.. deood

“Daily chapel services have helped
me grow spiritually and learn more
about God’s word. It is a break from
the routine of going to class all day long.
There is usually a different speaker ev-
ery day that makes chapel interesting.
... The services also include music. It is
a way to worship God through singing
and praying. I enjoy listening to Mr.
Spencer and the Palmieries lead the

“The academic life at Oneida is un-
like the public schools I attended. The advanced
placement classes are academically challenging.
I am taking my first AP class here at Oneida. I
have learned more in my AP English class this
year than I have in any other English class. This
year was the first time I have ever studied poetry,
and I have truly developed a love for poets such
as: Robert Frost, Rudyard Kipling and W.E. Hen-
ley. The teachers at Oneida are truly devoted to
their students. They are always willing to stay af-

ter school or come to the dorm if you need extra

help with your studies. Honor roll is another as-
pect of Oneida that was very encouraging to help
me achieve higher grades every quarter. I was

musical part of the service. Not only do
we have daily chapel services, but we also have
morning church services, Sunday school and
evening church services. I am delighted to have
the opportunity to worship.

" “In conclusion, my involvement at Oneida has
been very memorable and gratifying. I have
heightened my maturity, spirituality and respon-
sibility by being here at Oneida. I have had a
worthwhile learning experience at Oneida that I
will carry for the rest of my life. It is one that can
never be replaced. I will always remember my
senior year as the prime year of high school.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

God works for good

It started with a tingling in the
fingers at the close of a work day.

In six days my wife Rebecca
was on a walker. The next day we
received the diagnosis of Guil-
liane-Barre Syndrome, a rapidly
progressing neurological ailment.
Through days of pain and mys-
tery, hospitalization and now out-
patient physical therapy, we have
experienced the reality .
of Romans 8:28—God
works in all things for
the good of those who
love him. .

God works through
prayer to bring good.
Even when we don’t
know how to pray, we
have the assurance the
Holy Spirit intercedes
(Romans 8:26-27).

The news of our
need went out on cam-

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

gle expression of caring around
me. If no one cares, you are truly
alone.” In Christ we are never
alone.

But Christ shows his care
through his people, through_the
church and through our families.
God’s people have nurtured us
through visits, food and much en-
couragement. How blessed we are
to have a caring Chris-
tian family.

When Rebecca was
without strength, I bent
down and with her arms
around my neck provid-
ed the needed lift.
“We’re closer than
we’ve been in a while,”
she said with a smile.
God works in adversity
‘to build relationships.

God works. through
all things to fulfill his

pus e-mail. During the
following days, prayer support
came from alumni, former staff in
Korea and missionaries in Japan.
Rebecca’s name was shared at a
state meeting of Gideon wives.
Prayer cards came from many
churches and individuals.

God works through his people,
“with those who love him.” Frank
Reed, held hostage in Lebanon
from 1986-90, felt most the lack
of anyone caring.

“I began to realize how with-
ering it is to exist with not a sin-

purpose. His loving
presence enables us to be more
than conquerors. When we love
and trust him, it is possible to
learn something from every diffi-
culty, to grow through it and to
become more suitable for his pur-
poses.

Each day Rebecca grows
stronger with a prognosis for com-
plete recovery. We praise the
Lord and thank his people.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Spelling and meaning aside, Chautauqua event

By Chip Alford
SBC Sunday School Board

NASHVILLE (BP)—There is
debate over its meaning and practi-
cally no ong can spell it, but “Chau-
tauqua” is now an established term
among many Southern Baptist se-
nior adults.

It’s been 25 years since the first
conference exclusively for seniors
under that name was held at
Ridgecrest (N.C.) Baptist Conference
Center. _

Adelle Carlson, now a senior adult
herself, still remembers looking for
just the right name for the meeting.

“Young people had ‘youth blasts

and ‘celebrations.’ I wanted senior

adults to have a unique term of their
own, one that would make our con-
ference distinct,” said Carlson, then a

20,000 attend stadium event for women |

By Timothy Ruthstiver
Religion News Service

PASADENA, Calif. (RNS)—
Some 20,000 evangelical Christian
women gathered recently in Southern
California’s most famous stadium for
Chosen Women—an event that was
part convention, part pep rally, part
concert and part revival meeting.

Although attendance was much
lower than organizers predicted—ini-
tial estimates ranged from 35,000 to
100,000—Chosen Women founder
Susan Kimes said she was “in shock”
over the number of women who at-
tended the Rose Bowl meeting, May
16 and 17, declaring the first-of-its-
kind event a success and a “movement
of God.”

It was a judgment affirmed by oth-
ers.

“These seats are full,” declared
emcee Alaina Reed-Hall as the mug-
gy, humid afternoon turned into a cool
evening.

Reed-Hall, an actress who has ap-
peared on TV’s “227” and “Sesame
Street,” pointed to the blocked off,
empty sections and declared, “The
angels are sitting here. We’re going
to change the name from the Rose
Bowl to the King Dome.”

Kimes, who also founded the Net-
work of Evangelical Women in Min-
istry, said the idea for a mass rally of
Christian women came to her seven
years ago and she began planning in
1995.

Chosen Women has assiduously
avoided comparisons to Promise
Keepers, the stadium-filling evangel-
ical men’s movement that urges men
to reclaim their traditional roles as
head of the family by rededicating
their lives to serving God, their wives
and their children. ‘

There was little such talk at Cho-
sen Women. Still, no one disputed the
role of men as head of the family and
no one claimed the mantle of femi-
nism.

Speaker Bunny Wilson, author of
“Liberated through Submission,”
called submission to authority—in-
cluding pastors, employers, husbands
and God—a “biblical principle.” Even
Kimes said she sought her husband’s
confirmation before beginning work

senior adult consultant at the South-
ern Baptist Sunday School Board.

Thumbing through an unabridged
dictionary, she checked for other
meanings of words like retreat, con-
ference and assembly. It was the lat-
ter word that triggered the thought of
“chautauqua.”

The dictionary explained chautau-
qua was an institution that flourished
in the late 19th and early 20th centu-
ries in America, providing popular

.education usually combined with en-

tertainment in the form of lectures,
concerts or dramatic performances,
often presented outdoors or in a tent.

Still another reference book in-

 formed her that chautauquas were

modeled after summer schools estab-
lished at Chautauqua, N.Y.

" She later learned a frequent speak-
er at early chautauquas was B.W.

on Chosen Women.

But, added Kimes, the primary rea-
son for the rally was more about evan-
gelical women coming together for
spiritual encouragement than for dis-
cussions of gender roles.

“It’s about surrender to the Lord,
and letting him lead you in every part
of your life,” she said. “I think we can
just relax and be (ourselves).”

Like similar rallies, the event of-
fered immediate spiritual nourishment
and a wide array of material goods and
resources, such as books, tapes and
SOuvenirs.

Merchandise ranging from 50 cent
pens to $10 Chosen Women seat
cushions to help combat the Rose
Bowl’s hard aluminum benches to
$38 white-and-navy sweatshirts were
sold in a tent where 15 cash registers
hummed continually during the week-
end.

Anne Graham Lotz, daughter of

evangelist Billy Graham, was the key-
note speaker for both evenings. Sat-
urday’s program included Lotz’s vid-
eotaped interview with her mother,
Ruth Bell Graham, shown on a huge
TV monitor.

Other speakers inch:ded evangeli-
cal authors Jill Briscce and Elizabeth

Spilman, the man credited with start-
ing Ridgecrest Baptist Conference
Center. '

The name seemed perfect.

“It was so different, it caught on,”
said Carlson, now retired and a resi-
dent of Mobile, Ala. She recently was
honored during a senior adult conven-
tion for her role in starting Chautau-
quas.

" Carlson said that at the first Chau-
tauqua 25 years ago she had no bud-
get and “sat up half the night putting
together table favors with my mom
and dad. We weren’t even allowed to
use the large auditorium; we had to
use a smaller room that only held 400
people. That’s how many people we
had.” '

From that original one-location
event, Chautauquas have spread to
sites across the country. Each year, the

Elliot. And entertainment provided by
a praise band featured Marilyn Mc-
Coo, best-known as a member of the
1960s singing group The Fifth Di-
mension. :

Although the Chosen Women ral-
ly was aimed primarily at professed
Christians, Friday evening’s program
also included an old-fashioned altar

call by Lotz—her face, voice and’

mannerisms echoing her famous fa-
ther’s. About 200 women walked onto
the field to dedicate—or re-dedicate—
their lives to Jesus under a cream-col-
ored banner declaring “The Lord
Reigns.”

Joanne Herdrich, spokeswoman
for Chosen Women, said the only
hitch to a completely successful event
was a low volunteer turnout. Chosen
Women had hoped 1,500 volunteers
would help run the event but only 800
came forward. Upon hearing of the
shortage, a small corps of men—some
Promise Keepers—arrived Saturday
to lend a hand.

Despite enthusiasm from many at-
tendees, Chosen Women organizers
said they were not looking to estab-
lish a permanent program of meetings.

“Unless the Lord moves it,” said
Kimes, “I’'m not going to do it.”

is 25 years old

conferences involve thousands of se-
nior adults in a week of Bible study,

morning devotions, preaching, semi-

nars, concerts and singing.

“I wanted it to be spiritual first, but
also educational and fun,” Carlson
said. “I think we were able to do that
and it’s still happening.”

So, what does the term “chautau-
qua” really mean? That’s still in doubt,
according to Carlson. :Indians, the
French and other early Americans had
a part in molding it into its present
form, she said, adding some define it
as “the foggy place” while others say
it means “the place high up.”

But exact meaning isn’t important,
Carlson said. e

“People may have trouble spelling
it, but they remember the name. And
senior adults enjoy attending these
meetings. That’s what counts.”
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CHOSEN The women’s rally
has avoided comparisons-
to Promise Keepers, but it
was similar to the stadium-
filling evangelical men’s
movement, from the well-
known speakers to the
merchandise tent. (RNS
photo)
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