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By Alberta Lindsey
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch

KAMPALA, Uganda (BP)—The
young girl, wearing a blue and white
striped dress, walked slowly into Lake
Victoria to be baptized.

“I decided to be baptized and die
together with my Lord Jesus Christ,”
she said as she stood almost waist
deep in the lake.

Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board missionary Jim Rice dipped her
back into the water for an instant, then
brought her up and said:

“My sister, we are baptizing you

-to show what has already happened

on the inside. This is a symbol to show
you are dead to your sins so you can
be a new person in Jesus Christ. We
are here to share your joy and say
thank you, Lord, for the Holy Spirit
that now lives within you. I baptize
you, my daughter, in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.”

Jim Rice has been a missionary
since 1974. This was his first baptism.

“I really enjoyed doing that,” he
said later. “It deepened the meaning

| of baptism for me.”.

Bringing people to
Christian faith is at the
heart of a mission-
ary’s work. For the
new believer, Rice
explained, it may
mean letting go of tra-
ditional beliefs. Some
people want to be part
of a Christian church
but also hold on to
spirit worship and
other tribal rituals.

“They go to church on Sunday but
don’t take it seriously. They think it

missionar | 4

makes them seem more civilized,” he
said. “But they have to make a choice.
The Bible says: ‘There are no other
gods before me.””
Rice and his wife,
Linda, both from
Richmond, Va., have
been missionaries in
this East African
. country 22 years, all
but four in Kampala,
Uganda’s capital.
Missionaries don’t
just win souls. The
Rices are called on for
all sorts of things. Because of the
country’s extreme poverty, the people
have many physical and social needs

NEW LIFE Jim R/ce (sond from Ieft) and other clergy bapt/ze Chnstlans in Lake Victoria.

as well as spiritual needs.

People needing medical care and
those seeking spiritual support turn to
missionaries for help. The Rices ac-
company people to funerals, some-
times even transporting the body. Peo-
ple come to the missionaries wanting
someone to pray with them; others ask
for money.

The Rices also serve as mentors to
local church leaders and generally of-
fer examples of Christians living out
their faith, sometimes under difficult
conditions.

Their primary assignment is to be
sure Bibles and other Christian writ-
ings are available in Uganda, a vital
part of the church’s ministry.

Policies help churches respond to AIDS/HIV

By Charles Willis
SBC Sunday School Board

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—An
athletic young man has joined your
church and expressed an interest in
the softball team. He tells you he is
HIV-positive. What can you do?

A child who acquired HIV
through a blood transfusion wants to
participate in day camp, but the par-
ents of other children are nervous.
How can the recreation minister
help?

A written plan, a set of policies
and faithfully followed health pre-
cautions can help churches deal
safely and compassionately with sit-
uations related to people with HIV/
AIDS, said Ronney Webb, minister
of activities at First Baptist Church
of Laurel, Miss.

“Education works wonders for
calming folks and making them
more comfortable with each other,”
Webb said at a RecLab conference,
sponsored by the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board.

Webb said a range of resources
is available to help churches mak-
ing decisions related to who may
participate in church activities and
how medical assistance is provided

to people injured during a church-
related event. Athletic and medical
organizations frequently offer health
guidelines, and Christian bookstores
offer resources that deal with moral
and health issues. Other churches
often are willing to share their
guidelines and experiences, he add-
ed.

The U.S. Olympic Committee re-
port in 1992 stated no cases of HIV
transmission through sports had
been documented, Webb said. The
report ranked sports in order of risk,
with the greatest risks being those
where bleeding is most likely to oc-
cur.

Other areas of concern for
churches, he said, include nursery
sanitation, counseling issues, food
preparation and confidentiality.
Many churches already use precau-
tions related to health issues for chil-
dren in church and sanitary food
preparation. Some of those same
procedures apply in dealing: with
health needs related to people with
HIV/AIDS, he said.

Guidelines for team sports at his
church have added precautions in re-
cent years, Webb said. Games are
stopped if bleeding occurs, and the
injured person cannot re-enter the

game until bleeding has stopped and

no sign of blood can be seen on
clothing or a bandage. Also, blood
must be cleaned up using protective
gloves and an appropriate bleach-
oriented cleaner, he said.

Equally important is the way
ministers and church members relate

- to people with HIV/AIDS, he said.

The stigma may be compared to the
way people felt toward lepers when
Jesus ministered to people labeled as
“unclean,” Webb said.

“Jesus modeled common sense
and compassion. He knew the peo-
ple had a problem relating to lepers,
so he had them tell the priest they
had been healed, and the priest as-
sured the public the lepers had been
cleansed.

“We also must realize people are
afraid, and we have to take precau-
tions. The people with HIV/AIDS
must be educated about the concerns
of others to understand their re-
sponses.

“Try to treat them as you would
want to be treated,” Webb suggest-
ed. Visit, provide sitters and meals
as needed, he said, and through
friendship, Christians can find op-
portunities to witness to those who
need God.

Hf,rand his wife, Linda, have been Southern
Baptist missionaries in Uganda 22 years. (Richmond Times-Dispatch photo by Kevin Morley)

Rice, whose background is in pub-
lic education and business administra-
tion, has been treasurer and business
manager of the Uganda Baptist Mis-
sion. In Kampala he started a book-
store that stocks Bibles, Sunday
school curriculum and other religious
materials. He also is assistant pastor
of Nakawa Baptist Church, where he
does some preaching and teaching.

Mrs. Rice, a former medical tech-
nologist, oversees the Bible Way Cor-
respondence School, which has had
more than 37,500 students since she
started it in 1977. Materials from the
school have been used not only to
teach individuals about Christianity,
0 See Missionaries perform ..., page 9

Kentuckians
similar to U.S.
in religion poll

LOUISVILLE—Kentuckians

stack up similarly to the rest of

- the country in church member-
ship and attendance, according to
a survey by the Louisville Couri-
er-Journal newspaper.

The paper found 64 percent of
state residents said they are church
members. Nationally, about 60
percent say they belong to a
church, according to Gallup polls.

. That doesn’t mean they attend
regularly. About a third of re-
spondents said they attend church
weekly. Another 10 percent at-
tend almost every week; 13 per-
cent claimed to go once or twice
a month.

Meanwhile, 42 percent said
they rarely if ever attend (26 per-
cent said they go a few times a
year; 16 percent said never).

‘Regionally, the poll found
nearly three-quarters of respon-
dents in the western and south-
central regions are members,
compared with 60 percent in the
rest of the state.



BAPTISTS

“Does everybody
who serves on a
committee or as a
trustee, do their
churches give
$150,000 a year to
the work of the
SBC? If it’s about
support, [ think we

support.”
Bill Crosby, pastor of
Erlanger Baptist Church

L

Kentuckian’s nomination to SBC post challenged

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

ERLANGER—The nomination of
a Kentucky layman to serve on the
Southern Baptist Convention’s com-
mittee on order of business has been
challenged because the nominee’s
church allows members to contribute
to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.

At issue is whether the nominee’s
church violates a guideline adopted by
this year’s committee on normnatlons
That guideline states: “a nominee
should neither personally support fi-
nancially nor belong to a church
which supports the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship through its budget.”

Each year, the SBC’s committee
on nominations adopts its own guide-

lines regarding who is eligible for

nomination to serve on the denomi-
nation’s trustee boards and standing
committees, according to Morris
Chapman, president of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee. These guidelines
supplement the few basic require-
ments mandated by SBC bylaws.
The nominee in question is Arnold
Caddell, a Northern Kentucky banker
who has been prominent in Kentucky
Baptist Convention work. Caddell
currently serves on the KBC Execu-
tive Board and is a trustee of Cum-
berland College. He is a past chairman
of the Kentucky Baptist Foundation
board and has been active in North-

em Kentucky Baptist Association. . .

Caddell is a member of Erlanger

' Baptlst Church, one of nearly 100

KBC churches that allow members to

contribute through the church to the -

Fellowship. The Fellowship is a group
of Southern Baptist moderates who

Elijah and the prophets of Baal group photo
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fund their own mission efforts.

Erlanger Baptist Church’s pastor,
Bill Crosby, said his church is a loyal
and cooperating Southern Baptist con-
gregation. The chairman of the SBC
committee on nominations wrongly
questioned that loyalty and Caddell’s
qualification to serve, he said.

Crosby said he was called June 5
by Lloyd Freeman, an Odessa, Tex-
as, layman who is chairman of the
SBC committee on nominations. Free-
man told Crosby someone had chal-
lenged Caddell’s nomination because
of his church membership.

After making extensive inquiries
into the church’s budgeting process
and views on SBC politics, Freeman
said Erlanger Baptist Church appears
to meet “the letter of the law but not
the spirit,” Crosby said.

Freeman also contacted Caddell,
but Caddell declined to make any pub-
lic statement about the issue or the
content of Freeman’s call at this time.

When contacted by the Western
Recorder June 5, Freeman refused to
discuss Caddell’s nomination, saying
the outcome depended on what Cad-
dell decided to do and implying that
Caddell could solve the problem by
withdrawing himself from nomina-
tion.

At that time, Freeman refused to
discuss the guidelines under which the

-committee made its selections. He said

the only way he would talk further
would be through a statement issued
from Baptist Press, because “‘Baptist.
Press speaks for the Southern Baptist
Convention.”

However, the next day, soon after
the Recorder contacted Executive
Committee President Chapman for an

explanation of the rules governing
work of the committee on nomina-
tions, Freeman called the Recorder
and offered to talk about Caddell’s
nomination, explaining he had talked
with Chapman. “I assume that when
he speaks it’s equal to Baptist Press
speaking,” Freeman said.

In the second conversation, Free-
man said he now believes Erlanger
Baptist Church “technically meets the
requirements, in spite of the fact that

_ they are sending money to the CBE.”

The challenge to Caddell’s nomi-
nation by the unidentified caller or

“callers will be presented to a seven-

member subcommittee of the commit-
tee on nominations June 14, Freeman
said. Whether the nomination is kept
or withdrawn will be up to the sub-
committee, he said, but added, “Idon’t
anticipate a problem.”

Caddell was' nominated for the
SBC post by the committee on nomi-
nations, which includes two Kentuck-
ians: Herb Booth of Florence and Don
Short of Benton. Booth and Short rec-
ommended Caddell to the full com-
mittee during a March 21-22 meeting.

Caddell’s nomination subsequent-
ly was approved and reported in Bap-
tist Press in late April along with the
nominations of more than 300 other

_people to serve on SBC trustee boards

and standing committees.

Booth, one of the two Kentuckians
on the committee, said he stands be-
hind Caddell’s: nomination and does
not believe 1t violates any require-
ment.

The only grounds for withdrawing
Caddell’s nomination at this point
would be for reasons such as death,
moving out of state, voluntary with-

drawal or moral failure, Booth said.

Since none of those conditions ap-
ply to Caddell, any question about the
viability of his nomination is “rhetor-
ical,” Booth said.

If Caddell’s nomination is success-
fully challenged, it should cause all
Kentucky Baptists to question who
will be eligible to serve in SBC posts
in the future, Crosby warned.

While Erlanger Baptist Church al-
lows individuals to designate the mis-
sions portion of their offerings to the
Fellowship, it still gives primarily
through the Cooperative Program.

Crosby said the church last year
gave $71,000, or 10 percent of undes-
ignated offerings, to the Cooperative
Program. With the addition of special
offerings, the church gave $151,000
to SBC causes last year, he said.

“How much is a church required
to give to be considered to be cooper-
ating?” Crosby asked. “Does every-
body who serves on a committee or
as a trustee, do their churches give
$150,000 a year to the work of the
SBC? If it’s about support, I think we
support.”

Further, Crosby described Caddell
as a “mainstream Baptist” who has
much to offer the SBC in a leadership
role. “Look at his track record in Ken-
tucky,” he said.

Crosby questioned the commit-
tee’s criteria for determining a nomi-
nee’s eligibility. First the issue was

‘what a person believed about the Bi-

ble, then it became what a person be-
lieves about women in ministry, and
now it is something else, Crosby not-
ed. “They’re defining what it is to be
a Southern Baptist, and it’s always
changing.”

FMB displaces six leaders, names new set

RICHMOND, Va.—A sweeping
overhaul of the Southern Baptist For-
eign Mission Board’s overseas admin-
istrative staff has displaced six of 10
former area directors, while bringing

to the forefront a crop of younger ad- -

ministrators in newly defined regions
of the world.

In April all 10 area directors, ad-
ministrators who oversee hundreds of
missionaries in specific regions of the
world, were asked to vacate their po-
sitions in order for a restructuring to
take place. Only four of those 10 have
been given assignments in the new
structure, although three others were
offered positions which they declined,
according to an FMB statement.

Under the new structure, the FMB
has organized its work into 14 regions
rather than the previous 10 regions. At
the same time, a new position of as-
sociate vice president for strategy co-
ordination and mobilization was cre-
ated.

During a June 3 meeting of FMB
trustees, David Garrison was named
to the new associate vice president
position. Garrison, 40, has been a field
associate area director for Cooperative
Services International, the FMB’s hu-
manitarian arm for work in non-tradi-
tional mission settings.

Like Garrison, four of the 14 new
regional leaders also come from a
background of working with CSI. The
current CSI unit is being dismantled

in the restructuring, with its non-tra-
ditional methodologies to be integrat-
ed “as appropriate” in each region.

FMB President Jerry Rankin said
the reorganization is to apply South-
ern Baptist missions resources more
effectively in the 21st century.

The six current area directors who

. have been displaced in the restructur-

ing will be given new assignments as
field missionaries after a one-year fur-

lough. They are Joe Bruce, who has,

directed work in Middle America and
Canada; John Faulkner of Eastern and
Southern Africa; Bill Goff of Spanish
South America; Faye Pearson of East
Asia; Mike Stroope of CSI; and Dale

" Thorne of the Middle East and North

Africa.

Directors of the newly defined re-
gional units are:

1 Bill Fudge, 52, Eastern Asia re-
gion, which includes China, Hong
Kong, Macao and Taiwan.

B Mark Morris, 38, Central and
Southern Asia region, which includes
Bangladesh, India, Kazakhstan, Ne-
pal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

§ Tom Williams, 46, Western Pa-
cific region, including the Philippines,
South Korea and Japan.

I Clyde Meador, 52, Southeast
Asia and Oceania region, which in-
cludes Indonesia, Malaysia, Sin-
gapore, Australia and New Zealand.

il John Floyd, 62, Central and East-
ern Europe region, which encompass-

es the former Soviet Union and East-
ern Europe.

I Eddie Cox, 45, Western Europe
region, including Austria,” Belgium,
France, Germany, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Norway, Portugal, Spain and
the United Kingdom.

0 Larry Cox, 48, Middle East and
North Africa region, encompassing
many countries that have been un-
friendly to traditional mission work.

B Gordon Fort, 41, Southern Afri-
ca region, including Angola, Botswa-
na, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia,
Reunion, Seychelles, South Africa,
Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

1 Bill Phillips, 53, Western Africa
region, including Benin, Burkina
Faso, Cote d’Ivoire, Equatorial Guin-
ea, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Nigeria,
Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo.

H Jon Sapp, 43, Eastern Africa re-
gion, including Kenya, Rwanda, Tan-
zania, Uganda and Congo.

I Robin Hadaway, 48, Eastern
South America region, comprising
Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay.

§ Ronald Wilson, 49, Caribbean
Basin region, including Colombia,
Belize, French Guiana, Guyana, Ven-
ezuela and the Caribbean islands.

Two other regional leaders are yet
to be named.

Based on Associated Baptist Press and
Baptist Press reports.



Russia trip ‘Ilfe changmg for volunteers

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

PINEVILLE—When a group of
Kentucky Baptists offered Russian
prison officials free Bibles recently,
Jim Castlen said the response re-
minded him of a “blue light special”
at K-Mart.

“They pushed and shoved to get
these Bibles” and New Testaments,
said Castlen, professor of missions
and music at Clear Creek Bible Col-
lege.

“Most of these people were pro-
fessionals, not prisoners. It was
thrilling for us to see how hungry
they were for the Bible.”

The reaction followed a gospel
presentation to 70 administrators
and staff members at a prison in
Borisoglyebsk, Russia.

Located in the Voronezh region,
the town is a nine-hour bus ride
southeast of Moscow. Castlen and
five Clear Creek students spent a
week last month evangelizing and
distributing medication to 1,400 in-
mates in one of the region’s five
prisons.

While the missions volunteers
were unable to give a public invita--
tion to accept Christ as personal
Savior, Castlen said more than 50
people became Christians, including
the top two prison officials.

Others are on a spiritual search,
including the prison doctor, Castlen
said- Although the doctor professed
to be an atheist, he told the group
before it left, “One day, I hope I can
know your God.”

Castlen said he felt an overpow-
ering sense of usefulness through-
out the mission. “I had a spiritual
sensation of being carried along by
the Lord as he gave us freedom in
preaching and teaching,” he said.
“We could see God at work, doing
powerful things.”

Castlen, a former missionary to
the Philippines and Australia, ac-
companied five students to Russia,
where Baptists have a partnership
with the Kentucky Baptist Conven-

chaplain. (Photo courtesy of Jim Castlen)

tion. It was the school’s third con-
secutive annual trip there.
The students included Phillip

Huffman, a May graduate from |

Huntington, W. Va.; and underclass-
men John Jones of Richmond, Ind.;
John Little of Indianapolis; James
Beam of Atlanta; and Steve Mayle
of Barbourville.

As pairs they conducted morning
and afternoon preaching sessions.
With the help of interpreters, they
also taught evening lessons on the
Bible and church formation.

A former Army medical assistant
in the Persian Gulf and Somalia,
Jones spent his days dispensing
medicine to prisoners—many suf-
fering from high blood pressure or
stomach ailments. His partner, Lit-
tle, presented the gospel before or
after the exams.

The team took into the country
two suitcases and a large shoulder
bag filled with medicine donated by
Kentucky Baptists. They were need-
ed because the prison had outdated
and limited supplies, the professor
said.

PRISON SERMON James Beam (left), a student at Clear Creek Bible College; preaches io
prisoners with tuberculosis in Borisoglyebsk, Russia. Beside him are an interpreter and

The Holy Spirit’s guidance
proved invaluable, Castlen said.
Larry Lindsey, their KBC contact in
Russia, e-mailed them a daily itin-
erary in advance. But when they ar-
rived the prison chaplain told them
their schedule was subject to change
at a moment’s notice.

While some were concerned
about language barriers and cultur-
al differences, Castlen said prayer
helped overcome fear and form
bonds.

“‘When we got there it seemed the
Holy Spirit turned us loose,” he said.
“We had a green light from the ad-
ministration for whatever we want-
ed to do.”

The trip had a major impact on
the participants, said Castlen, who
added he expects three of the stu-
dents to enter full-time mission
work.

He and his wife, Shelby, plan to
resume missionary service after
their daughter goes to college.
“Once you’ve been on the field, it’s
hard to get that out of your blood,”
he said.

West Side’s ‘Youth Stand’ concert attracts 1,700 students

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BEREA—While its “Youth
Stand” concert keeps drawing larg-
er crowds and more community rec-
ognition, West Side Baptist

Church’s youth leader Belinda Rid-

dle is more excited this year about
one specific life-changing decision.

A teenager her daughter had
talked with at school had bragged
about being a Satan worshiper after
a recent, highly-publicized murder
case involving several Eastern Ken-
tucky teens.

Still, the boy accepted a ticket to
the May 10 concert sponsored by the
church’s youth group. At the end,
the boy was one of 95 people who
responded to an altar call given by
Russ Lee, lead singer of the group
Newsong.

“We had been praying for him
since this whole thing started,” said
Riddle, who has served as a volun-

teer leader since the late 1980s. “Af-
terward, he said, ‘I’ve got to go
home; I’ve got some Marilyn Man-
son CDs to destroy.” It was worth
the whole thing to see that.”

In addition to 29 youth who ac-
cepted Christ as their personal Sav-
ior, 64 others rededicated their lives
to Christ, Riddle said. Two people
made commitments to full-time
Christian service.

The concert at Berea College at-
tracted 1,700, the largest crowd to
date and more than double the turn-
out for the 1995 inaugural show.

It was the third straight year
“Newsong” has performed. The
group recently hit the contemporary
Christian music scene’s top 10
songs with “Rhythm of the World.”
Contemporary Christian singers Pe-
ter Penrose and Erin O’ Donnell also
performed.

Berea native Gavin Duerson,
now the University of Kentucky’s
Wildcat mascot, opened the evening

with. his testimony, Riddle said.

“He talked about going to the Fi-
nal Four, Utah, Florida and Califor-
nia,” She said. “But he said he was
more excited about (the concert)
than any of the trips with the bas-
ketball team because of its poten-
tial.”

The event cost approximately
$8,000. That required an ambitious
fund-raising project for a church
with an average Sunday attendance
of about 80 people, including 25
youth.

The youth began in November by
working for Associated Press dur-
ing the election, polling voters at
precincts. Youth also washed cars,
waited tables and sold candy, Tup-
perware and other products.

Church members donated mon-
ey, and the youth expect a grant
from the Madison County Drug Co-
alition because of the concert’s anti-
drug nature, Riddle said.

Riddle credits Kevin Shrum,

; former pastor of Bedford Baptist

Church, with inspiring the event.
Now pastor at a church in Nash-
ville, Shrum was emcee several
years for the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s “YouthFest.” After
preaching at a West Side revival,
Shrum suggested they consider or-
ganizing a similar event in Berea.
He called later to provide names

" and price tags for some contempo-

rary Christian groups that would be
available, Riddle said.

Challenged, West Side went for-
ward. In addition to presenting a
Christian witness to the audience,
members wanted to gain exposure
for contemporary Christian music
because no such radio station can be
heard clearly in Berea, she said.

“(Shrum) got us past bowling and
skating parties to doing something,”
Riddle said. “We thought, ‘Hey, we
can do more than entertain our-
selves.” We weren’t doing enough
for others.”

“We thought, ‘Hey,
we can do more
than entertain
ourselves.’ We
weren’t doing
enough for

others.” :
Belinda Riddle, youth

leader for West Side
Baptist Church in Berea
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 High salaries

While reading the story in the May
.27 issue (page 2) I became distraught
when I read the range of salaries that
will be paid by the North American
Mission Board. The information in the
article will be shared in our church,
and it will likewise be upsetting. It will
be discussed in our budgeting process
and could affect our budget plans.
Strange, isn’t it? We never have
enough money to do the mission
work, but we have money to pay such
high salaries. The members in our
church are tired of hear-
ing pleas for more mon-
ey, making sacrifices so
we can send more to
missions and then see
things like this happen.
Pastors and churches
all across the convention
have made and continue
to make sacrifices so our
missions program could
be funded. Churches
never intended their
money to be used in building a hier-
archy of high-paid personnel built on
the corporate model of business. We
have expected our leaders to be good
stewards of the funds entrusted to
them. -
Question: Would Jesus accept that
kind of salary for himself when he
sees a sin-sick, hurting and hungry
world? I think not.
Donald Cole
Brandenburg

BAPTIST

FORUM

Day of great joy

May 17 was a day of great joy as
the Moscow Theological Seminary
held its first graduation ceremony. A
dream of Russian Baptists had be-
come a reality as 16 young men, ages
20-30, received their master of theol-

“ogy degrees.

In spite of the fact that their coun-
try is in a crisis due to so many chang-
es, in spite of the fact many of these
young men had to live in Moscow
away from their wives.and children,
in spite of the fact that the seminary
does not have its own
facilities, in spite of the
fact there was a shortage:
of full-time professors,
in spite of the fact of fi-
nancial problems, the
faculty and students
prayed, persevered and
through God’s amazing
grace prevailed.

The graduation cere-
mony was held at Mos-
cow Central Baptist
Church. I. Chapman, president of
Northern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Chicago, gave the commence-
ment address. He spoke on “Moving
into God’s Future,” using Joshua 1:1-
9 as his text. As the young men heard
the words “be strong and courageous”
repeated many times and later heard
these words sung, they will indeed
need to be strong and courageous as
they face the uncertainty of their fu-
ture. -

Kentucky Baptists are represented
at the Moscow Theological Seminary.
Ed Tarleton, former pastor of Hazel-
wood Baptist Church in Louisville,
and Ruth and Jim Heizer, retired pro-
fessors from Georgetown College,
minister as long-term professors. Sev-
eral other Kentuckians came and
taught on short-term basis.

Please pray for the graduates as
they seek God’s leading for their plac-
es of service. Pray for the seminary as
funds are being raised to build its own
facilities. Pray for the seminary as the
professors strive to teach and the stu-
dents strive to learn in less than desir-
able conditions.

Nancy Walden
Moscow

Not negative

Where in the world did you get the
“fact” that fundamentalists are nega-
tive (May 27, page 5)? In our funda-
mentalist church, prayers are an-
swered in the affirmative (not so in
most churches), people are healed,
forgiveness and apologies are com-
mon and the preaching is positive. We
pray for the other churches in the
county (64) and sometimes swap ser-
vices with some.

What is so negative about the
above? Only your opinion.

Ileft the Baptist church three years

ago because you liberals were too neg-
ative.

Joseph Armstrong

Bardstown

Editor’s note: Glenn Durham is
volunteer music director at First Bap-
tist Church of Loyall in Southeastern
Kentucky. The church averages about
100 in Sunday school attendance.
Durham also has worked extensively
in.other churches through revival and
special events. Here, he shares a col-
lection of ideas for smaller churches
gleaned from his years of experience.

By Glenn Durham

B Summer choir. Most churches dis-
continue choir practice for children
and youth in the summer. Last year,
our pastor wanted to contin- -

ue, and we experimented.

With the first rehearsal we
discussed what we would do
during the summer. The children (first
through sixth grade) chose to write
their own musical drama. :

They cast their own parts and made
parts for all. We did a program on
‘Fanny Crosby. They did research,
worked up their own costumes, prac-
ticed hymns written by Fanny Crosby
and used their imagination for the
script. After a few weeks of rehearsal,
we put on a program during the
evening service.

There is no need to discontinue
choir practice during the summer
months. The attendance may not be
as good as we wish, but the children
will learn a lot and have fun.

M Old-fashioned sing. Some years
ago we were debating about having
evening services on Independence
Day. When the Fourth of July hits near
‘Sunday, our attendance drops drasti-
cally (around 20).

After discussion and prayer, we
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decided to have a patriotic service.
The first year we had about 150 in at-
tendance, and we’ve had a real good
attendance ever since. ;

We called the service “An Old-
fashioned Sing-out” and sang hymns
with a lot of repetition and popular
hymns such as “Old Time Religion”
“Standing in the Need of Prayer,”
“Down By'the Riverside” and “Amaz-
ing Grace.”

We started the service at 8 p.m. so
other churches could come and so
people who had been out of town
could return. We had Scouts in uni-
form to park cars and usher and the

local American Legion post
to present colors. We recog-
nized the veterans and had a
devotion.

One year we had the children dress

up as patriotic characters. The children-

got their costumes ready early, and I
went to the local newspaper and of-
fered them a good photo for the front
page of their July Fourth issue. They
took a picture of a boy dressed as
Uncle Sam and his sister dressed as
Betsy Ross. They.used it on the front
page, covering about three-fourths of
the page.

B Nursing home lesson. The choir
took a program to the nursing home,
and the program required a lot of con-
gregational participation. The resi-
dents were cooperative and did a good
job singing.

I overheard one of them say, “We
need more programs like this.” It was
then I realized they had been enter-
tained and preached to but they had
not had much participation.

With this program and God’s lead-
ing, I am now making monthly visits

' to the nursing home. Tt is best to tse 7
no instruments and sing hymns and

songs that they have sung in years
past. When singing a hymn with a
chorus, I start with the chorus, the
stanza, then the chorus again.

There are many rewards. On one
occasion while we were singing, an
older lady was gently touching a
young person who was paralyzed.
They both were smiling. I told the
nurse, “‘Seeing this is worth the trip
here.”

The nurse replied, “You don’t
know the half of it. That older lady is
a grouch most of the time.”

B Photographs. Once I spent a year
taking photographs on and off of dif-
ferent occasions of children. We did a
musical titled “God’s Kids.” During
the program, we showed the slides.
God blessed the efforts with a good

“ attendance and a good service. It is

best to show the slides to the children
before the program so they will watch

you and the congregation instead of

the screen.

W Testimonies. Every church has

people who will teach or give a testi-
mony at certain times. When teach-
ing high school boys, I would use dif-
ferent people in the church to teach at
times. The boys really enjoyed this
and would learn more than they did
from me.

We had the county coroner one
Sunday, and he told them of car
wrecks and sad stories and gave a fine
testimony. A State Police detective
was the teacher once. We had a dea-
con who survived an armed robbery
that the boys remembered very well.

Several others could be mentioned,
but this shows that young people like
variety and will listen.

graduation—why?
By Jewell Nelson '

Last year a newspaper photo
indicated good reasons not to

.have kindergarten graduations.

The photo showed a teacher with
less than a happy face, definitely
pointing in a direction she wished
‘ the .even
lesser than
happy faced
child to go.
The kinder-
. garten class
- was in a
' ‘fvpr_a(iti ce

 Jewell Nelson is associa
_ tor of the KBC's Sunday sc




OPINION

HE SAID/SHE SAID |-

If raising good kids depends on

a clean house, we’re in trouble
Just in time for Father’s Day, new
HESAID research has been announced that
indicates how successful your children
will become as adults may depend
upon how clean dad and mom keep
the house.

Yes, it sounds absurd, but I'm just
the reporter here. The wire service
story said: “Fathers who want their
children to get a good education and
make a good living should keep a
clean house, carry car and health
insurance, attend PTA meetings and generally lead a
cautious, responsibile life.”

Would meeting two of the five requirements at least keep
my kids out of jail?

Car and health insurance | can do, but | cap’t keep the
well-insured car clean, much less the house. PTA meetings
maybe. And this business of leading a cautious, responsible
life seems genetically impossible.

Truly cautious men wouldn’t be fathers in the first place,
if you know what | mean. So it seems this study is flawed
from the start.

The most telling statement in the whole report is that
previous studies mainly concentrated on mothers’ influence
and ignored fathers. Every father who's tried to be
responsible and cautious knows that society caters to
women as parents much more than men.

For example, in my unscientific survey of the world at
large, I've observed that public restrooms for women are
about 20 times more likely to include diaper-changing
stations than are public restrooms for men. Ever tried
changing a kid’s diaper in a toilet stall?

And another example: Have you ever been invited to a
baby shower for a dad? (If such a thing existed, the games
would be different, | assure you.) :

So as we head for yet another Father’s Day, if you're still
looking for the perfect gift, take the advice of this new
survey, but make it realistic: Make sure your dad (or
husband or son) knows he’s an important part of the
parenting equation.

It takes two to tango, but it also takes two to keep a
really clean house.

Mark Wingfield

I'd say it takes maid service to keep
a really clean house.

What is really telling in the article
Mark mentioned is how “success” is
defined. Yes, we would all like our
children to be well-educated. And yes,
if we were honest, we might even like
it if they made a lot of money (so they
can take care of us). -

But my hopes for my children are
more intangible: that they know Christ,
find careers they can enjoy and have
good relationships with each other and their parents.

| have to agree with Mark (for once) on the view society
has of fathers. Although things are improving as far as the -
diaper-changing stations, men are still not looked upon as
primary caregivers for the very young.

But Mark also used that “no diaper-changing station in
the men’s bathroom” routine to get out of changing a diaper
or two.

Despite all the deadbeat dads you hear about in the
news, | think our generation of fathers is doing an
outstanding job. | have observed male friends and family
members who are wonderful with their children. Although
there are certain things only a mom can do, the dads are a
strong influence and help—from changing diapers to
bathtimes to fixing meals (well, let’s not stretch it too far).

Kudos to all you dads who are trying.

SHESAID

Alison Wingfield

Adultery: Repentance allows forgiveness

Adultery is in the news. For at least a month it
has seemed every newspaper or news broadcast has
featured some public figure facing charges of infi-
delity.

The problem especially has plagued our nation’s
military, where high-ranking officers have been
felled not only by extra-marital encounters but also
by lurid accounts of sexual assault.

And now a question has arisen about -
whether the military would be living un-
der a double standard if a confessed adul- _
terer were named chairman of the joint chiefs of staff
just weeks after an Air Force pilot was discharged over
charges involving adultery.

Of course, the irony is even greater when you con-
sider the charges of sexual promiscuity that have
dogged several modern American presidents. Should
we apply the same moral standard to the commander
in chief of the armed forces as we do to other officers
who aren’t elected by popular vote?

And Congress has been put in an awkward posi-
tion when asked to pass judgment on this, because its
members as a whole don’t have a better track record
than the military. The situation brings new meaning
to Jesus’ assertion to “let him who is without sin cast
the first stone.”

One of the underlying questions in this debate is
whether some adultery is worse than others. For ex-
ample, is adultery a lesser sin if it happens during a

period of separation from a spouse‘7 Or is adultery a*

lesser sin if the guilty party confesses sometime after
the fact? Or is adultery a greater sin if the guilty party
lies about it when confronted?

Before answering these questions, we should be re-
minded of several pertinent truths that nearly have
dropped off the radar screen of our permissive cul-
ture. ‘

First, moral and cultural sanctions against adultery
go way back. This was not just a creation of the Ozzie
and Harriett days in American culture. In fact, the
warning against adultery is so important that it be-

EDITORIAL

came one of God’s Ten Commandments to children
of Israel.

Second, the only difference between extra-marital
sexual relations involving married individuals versus
unmarried individuals is what we call it. Adultery and
fornication both are forbidden in the Bible, and both
lead to disastrous consequences.

Third, even though only two people may be in the
room when adultery occurs, adultery al-
ways affects more than those two. The
lives of spouses, family, friends and co-
workers get torn up in the act.

Fourth, it is hard to make a case that lying about
one’s adultery introduces a new sin on top of another.
Adultery, at its root, is lying. It is a denial of the mar-
riage vows, and it is an act of deceit.

Perhaps the most telling episode in America’s cur-
rent angst over adultery is the response of the French.
A recent news report explained that many people in
France wonder what all the fuss is about. If a married
man or woman sleeps with someone besides his or
her spouse, so what? How does that affect a person’s
leadership ability?

Thankfully, Americans still seem to have enough
of a remnant of discernment between right and wrong
to be troubled by our current condmon That’s encour-
aging.

But, sadly, we are far enough into the cultural mud-
pit that we have trouble finding leaders with the mor-

“al authority to remind us of what’s right.

That’s why it is essential for the church to keep its
own house clean and to hold high the moral standard
of sexual purity.

The church also has a vital message of forgiveness
and restoration. Adultery is not the unpardonable sin.
Jesus offers forgiveness, with the admonition to “go
and sin no more.”

But forgiveness only comes after confession. And
confession requires acknowledgment that God’s stan-
dard has been broken.

— Mark Wingfield

In Christ

phrase points to the exclusive charac-
ter of our relationship to God. We are

By Carey Newman

By the way my friend was rubbing

- his brow, I knew a thoughtful ques-

tion was on the way. I was not disap-
pointed.

“There are times
when I experience what
I guess the Bible calls
the “filling’ of the Spirit.
This is such a good thing
when it happens. It’s as
if God is inside me. I feel
a peace and wholeness I
know at no other time.
What is really odd is that
I also sense God when I
disobey. It’s as if he has gripped me
and won’t let me go. I feel like God is
all around me at the very moment I
feel separated from him. Am I wrong

- to feel this way? What is it about my

relationship with God that causes
these experiences?”’

The Bible is rich in metaphors to
describe the relationship between God
and his people. We need look no fur-

MATTERS

ther than Jeremiah’s use of the pot and
potter to find an image that captures
part of the relationship’s complexity.

In the New Testament we find the
bride and bridegroom imagery doing
similar work. One of the
most expressive, even if
cryptic, ways to describe
the relationship is
through Paul’s little
phrase “in Christ.”

The phrase indicates
that Christ surrounds the
believer’s life with his
presence. By hearing and
believing the gospel, we
are enveloped by the
Spirit. Being in Christ also means our
lives are inseparably joined to that of
the risen Christ. We are in Christ and
nothing—not difficulty, sickness or

even death—can ever separate or an-

nul this bond.

The phrase also indicates how God
causes us to grow. We mature spiritu-
ally when we allow our lives to be
carried along by his. Finally, the

“in Christ” and thus no other. We a'
Christ’s and Christ’s alone.

Having our lives inseparably ::nd
exclusively joined to the risen J:sus
explains why we sense God’s [.res-
ence when we obey. Like floating
downstream on a powerful river, we
discover we are carried along by
something larger than ourselves. We
enjoy the fullness of God’s presence
because, through obedience, we join
the direction in which his will flows.

Being in Christ also explains why
we sense God’s presence when we
disobey. Like trying to swim up-
stream, we feel the strong current of
his will seeking to take us in a differ-
ent direction.

I told my friend to sleep well but
live soberly, because the very pres-
ence which allows us to obey is the
same presence which we sense when
we don’t. Being “in Christ” means
that God has surrounded us with his
presence and is seeking to bring the
direction of our lives into conformity
with his will.

WESTERN RECORDER M JUNE 10, 1997 5



}

NATION

Baptists were
among the
ministers who
were present when
family members
were finally told of
their loss, and who
accompanied the
families to the
swept-bare site at
the subdivision
where their loved

Baptists minister in wake of Texas’ killer tornadoes

By Dan Martin
Baptist General Convention of Texas

JARRELL, Texas (BP)—Texas
Baptists responded quickly to put their
arms around victims of killer storms
which obliterated a subdivision near
Jarrell, killing at least 27 people.

The most destructive of the May
28 tornadoes cut a path about three-

_quarters of a mile wide and five miles

long, wiping out Double Creek Estates
near Jarrell, 40 miles north of Austin.

Max Johnson, bivocational pastor
of First Baptist Church of Jarrell, said
10 church members were among the
27 known dead, including the
church’s minister of music, Larry Igo,
and his wife and three children.

The storms caused an estimated
$20 million worth of damage, accord-
ing to the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency and the American
Red Cross.

Texas Baptists moved immediate-
ly to Jarrell where a headquarters was

established at First Baptist to provide
food and counseling for victims, fam-
ilies, townspeople and relief workers.

Baptists were among the ministers
who were present when family mem-
bers were finally told of their loss, and

who accompanied the families to the

swept-bare site at the subdivision

where their loved ones had died.
The Baptist ministers also took a

“walking tour” of the site while the

" search and recovery operation was

taking place, to attempt to minister to
the rescue workers, often a forgotten
group, but one which bears the brunt
of much tragedy.

Ministers walked among the relief
workers and visited one-on-one with
about 130 of them, said Milfred Mi-
natrea, director of church services for

-the Texas Baptist convention. -

“We told them they were doing a
tremendous job and asked them to tell
us if there was a mental image which
sticks in their mind. It was a can-open-
er question which opened up a lot of

emotion,”” Minatrea said, recalling one
worker who was overwhelmed be-
cause he had found body parts of one
of the victims.

“Our purpose was to get them talk-
ing and to follow up with spiritual
enrichment and prayer to help these
people who were out there in a very
difficult situation. I was overwhelmed
by the large number of them who said
they wanted us to pray with them.
They were very open and appreciative
of prayer.’

Southern Baptlst disaster relief
workers were just winding down their
initial response to flooding in the Up-
per Midwest as others responded to
the Texas tornadoes.

In North Dakota and Minnesota,
the disaster ministry began shifting
from meeting immediate needs to
long-term recovery. All feeding and
child-care units had closed by May 29,
but volunteers are still needéd as the
“mud-out, clean-up” phase continues.

“We expect the mud-out will con-

tinue until about June 21, and we will
still need volunteers until then,” said
Mickey Caison, national disaster re-
lief coordinator at the Brotherhood
Commission.

Caison said he is workmg to de-
velop plans for reconstruction assis-
tance when the cleanup phase is com-
plete and asked for prayer that “these
efforts will go forward and result in
more opportunities to minister and
share the gospel.”

In 39 days of operation, feeding
units from Ohio, Oklahoma and Tex-
as had provided more than 565,000
meals in North Dakota and Minneso-
ta.

The Brotherhood Commission co-
ordinates multi-state disaster response
on behalf of all Southern Baptists.
Disaster relief is projected to become
a ministry of the new North Ameri-
can Mission Board in June.

. With additional reporting by Steve
Barber of the SBC Brotherhood Commis-
sion

Group lists guidelines for gender-related Bible transiation

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
A dozen evangelical leaders recently
backed a list of 12 Bible translation
guidelines for gender-related lan-
guage.

The meeting, which was called by
Christian broadcaster James Dobson,
follows a recent decision by the Inter-
national Bible Society to cease plans
for an updated “gender-accurate” edi-
tion of the New International Version
of the Bible.

Some conservative evangelicals
said the society was pandering to fem-
inists in the new edition.

The guidelines include suggestions

 that the word “man” should ordinari-

ly be used to designate the human race
or human beings and that God be re-
ferred to in masculine terms.
“Specifically, we agree that it is
inappropriate to use gender-neutral

TV rafiny system could change

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Key players in the struggle to
create a TV rating system acceptable to a variety of interests
and concerns inched toward a possible compromise last
week during a meeting between lawmakers and industry

officials.

Under intense pressure from Congress and parental
advocacy groups to improve the 5-month-old rating system,
industry officials, while split on precise details, agreed in
principle to improve the current system.

The TV industry is facing a critical two-week period. The
Senate is considering two bills involving the rating system,
and the Federal Communications Commission has scheduled
a June 20 hearing on the issue.

“| think we made progress; we are headed in the right
direction,” said Senate Commerce Committee Chaitman John
McCain, R-Ariz., who called for the meeting. Participants
included top lobbyists for ABC, NBC, CBS and Fox.

Critics say the existing six-tier, age-based rating system
does not provide parents with enough information on the
content of programs to protect children from excessive

~ violence, sex and harsh language.

Fox, ABC and cable TV representatives said at the June 4
meeting they would consider adding “V” (violence), “S” (sex)
and “L” (language) to the existing system. NBC has been
opposed to the content-based ratings, and CBS has been

uncommitted.
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language when it diminishes accura-
cy in the translation of the Bible,” the
group said in a statement.

The group included no Southern
Baptists but did feature many people
close to the controversy over the new
NIV edition:

l Joel Belz, publisher of World, an
evangelical magazine which high-
lighted the NIV revision in a series of
stories.

B Bruce Ryskamp, president and
CEO of Zondervan Publishing House,
the NIV’s U.S. publisher.

"B Lars Dunberg, president of the
International Bible Society, the NIV’s
copyright holder.

I Ken Baker, secretary of the Com-
mittee on Bible Translation, a 15-
member group of scholars with au-

thority over the NIV translation.

In a related story, Focus on the

Family has pulled its “Adventures in
Odyssey Bible” from distribution af-
ter discovering it included “gender-
inclusive” language.

The “Odyssey Bible” uses the In-
ternational Children’s Bible transla-
tion and is published by Word Pub-
lishing in association with Focus on
the Family.

Meanwhile, Zondervan and the
International Bible Society have filed
a complaint with the ethics commit-
tee of the Evangelical Press Associa-
tion alleging World magazine violat-
ed the association’s code of ethics.

“World has caused confusion and
distrust among readers of the NIV
Bible,” claims Zondervan’s com-
plaint. “Pastors have pulled the NIV
from their pews and have recom-
mended people no longer read it.”

A key complaint by Zondervan

claims World’s reporting “‘erroneous-
ly attempts to convey a conspiracy of
evangelical Bible translation with rad-
ical social feminism. It disjointedly
begins by focusing on the NIV trans-
lation process, then makes a leap to
somehow connect that with the role
of women in church ministry.”

Belz responded: “We have never
claimed or implied that the NIV’s
sponsors identify with a radical femi-

_nist agenda. What we do assert is that

all of us have been profoundly se-
duced by cultural feminism. The ques-
tion is, the extent to which we recog-
nize that seduction and build defens-
es against it. We believe the NIV’s
sponsors were neither adequately sen-
sitive to that seduction nor prepared
to build defenses against it.”

Compiled from Baptist Press and Re-
ligion News Service reports



Muslims could
catch Church of
England by 2002

- LONDON (RNS)—En-
gland, birthplace of the Angli-
can Communion, may soon
have more adult Muslims who .
actively practice their faith
than Anglicans who typically

es.

- Peter Brierley, executive

. director of London’s Christian
Research Association, said
surveys show England’s prac-
ticing Muslim adult popula-
tion is growing by 30,000 in-
dividuals annually. At the
same time, Sunday attendance
for the Church of England is
dropping by 14,000 each year.

If those trends continue, Bri-
erley told Ecumenical News In-
ternational, a Geneva-based re-
ligious news service, there will
be 760,000 practicing Muslim
adults in England in 2002, com-
pared to 756,000 Sunday
church-going Anglicans.
The total number of adult

members listed by the Church
of England is 1.47 million.

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé: Personnel Com-
mittee, Gethsemane Baptist Church,
10400 Blue Lick Road, Louisville,
KY 40229.

N W

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES
FOR CHILDREN

DIRECTOR :
Cornerstone Counseling

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, Inc.
seeks a Director for the Cornerstone
Counseling Program, a Christian counseling
service located in 17 communities through-
out Kentucky. Requirements include
a Master degree in Human Service
or Counseling and a minimum of five
years experience. Must be credentialed
to supervise AAMFT, LCSW, or Pastoral Care
candidates.

For consideration, please send your resume
to: Human Resource Director, 10801
Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY 40243,

Equal Opportunity Employer

Evangelicals’

ABBOTSFORD, British Colum-

* bia—In a meeting touted as a “cele-

bration of the globalization of Chris-
tianity,” nearly 700 delegates from

- 93 nations gathered recently for th
. atiend Sunday chuih seevi. . 93 nations gathered recently for the

10th General Assembly of the
World Evangelical Fellowship.

The meeting highlights the rapid
growth of evangelical Christianity
around the world, particularly in de-
veloping nations.

According to veteran church re-
searcher David Barrett, as late as
1960 the majority of evangelicals
lived in Western Europe and North
America. Today, 70 percent of the
world’s estimated 400 million evan-
gelicals live in Africa, Asia and Lat-
in America.

“WEF national fellowships re-
flect the excitement of this new glo-
balizing church,” said Agustin
Vencer Jr., World Evangelical Fel-
lowship’s international director and
a Filipino lawyer and pastor. “We
have indeed become a church with-
out borders.”

WEEF is a Singapore-based umbrel-
la organization representing 150 mil-

SEEKING: Gracey West Union
Baptist Church is presently searching
for a part-time minister of youth and
music. If interested, please send re-
sumé to: Youth and Music Search
Committee, GWUBC, P.O. Box 143,
Gracey, KY 42232-0143.

AVAILABLE: Outgoing, ener-
getic ordained minister seeks church
to pastor. Call (502) 789-3412.

TOUR: 11 days Israel and Egypt
from your area only $2,089. Nov. 1-
11, including air, 1st class hotels,
meals and all the sites plus experience
you can trust. Call Judy Studie (502)
247-8331 for a color brochure.

[ Steeples &
| Baptistrie

From the world's

e Steeples
e Baptistries
e Lighted Wall Crosses

Call or write for
our free catalog
1-800-527-1459

Fiberglass Specialties, Inc.
P.O.Box 1340

lerson, TX 75653

DEER PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

NINETY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY
HOMECOMING CELEBRATION

Sunday, June 29, 1997,
10:45 A.M.
Lunch will follow the service.
Reservation (502) 451-7220

conference
celebrates faith worldwide

By Kim Lawton
Religion News Service

lion evangelicals in national and re-
gional alliances in more than 100
countries. One such alliance is the
National Association of Evangelicals
in the United States. The fellowship’s
international general assembly is held
once every five years.

. One of the most dramatic moments

of the meeting—and one underscor-
ing the growing globalization of the
evangelical movement—came with
the appearance of Vietnamese Chris-
tian Kim Phuc.

At the age of nine, Phuc was the
focal point of a Pulitzer Prize-winning
photo of a Vietnamese family fleeing
the napalm bombing of their village
during the Vietnam War. The photo
shows Phuc running naked with a look
of pain and horror on her face.

Phuc, who now lives in Canada,
described how the Vietnamese com-
munist government tried to make her
into a media star when she was 19.

“At first, I was pleased by the at-
tention,” she said, adding, however,
she quickly became “tired and bur-
dened.” She said she began searching
for peace, and eventually made her
way to a church where she decided to
become a Christian. “My life changed
wonderfully,” she said.

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church
is presently in the process of search-
ing for a full-time minister of youth
and music. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, Meta Baptist Church,
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY
41501.

- FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor-
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail-
able for vacation rental. Large pool,
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates May through
mid-December: $595. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897-
5079 (office).

SEEKING: Preschool teachers.

- Fern Creek Baptist Child Develop-

ment Center is currently looking for
preschool and parents day out teach-
ers for the 1997-98 school year. Hours
are MWEF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for
preschool and TT, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
for parents day out. We offer compet-
itive wages, a friendly environment

and other benefits. Please contact

Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Barnes at
(502) 239-0316.

SEEKING: Calhoun Baptist
Church in western Kentucky is ac-
cepting resumés for pastor until July
1, 1997. Send resumé to: Pastor

‘Search Committee, Calhoun Baptist

Church, P.O. Box 283, Calhoun, KY
42327.

SEEKING: High Point Baptist
Church in Mayfield, Ky., is seeking a
full-time associate pastor with prima-
ry responsibilities in youth and chil-
dren’s ministry. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, High Point Bap-
tist Church, 220 Farthing St., May-
field, KY 42066. ’

WANTED: Two church pews in
good condition—9 feet maximum
length. Call Buena Vista Baptist
Church, (502) 683-6234.
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“This place is
unreached and
unevangelized.

They don’t really
know who Jesus is
... . The devil has
ruled Karamoja for

a long time.”

Bruce Schmidt,
Southern Baptist foreign
missionary to. Uganda
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In the valley of AK-47s, this mlssmnary fears no evil

By Alberta Lmdsey
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch

KAABONG, Uganda (BP)—
“We are here to thank God for this
water,” said Bruce Schmidt. “No
man can give you water. I cannot
make you water. The Karamojong
do not make water. It’s only God
who gives you water.”

Schmidt, a Southern Baptist mis-
sionary, was talking
to about 50 people
who had gathered to -
pump water for their
families.

It was Schmidt’s
first time to talk with

Life
as a

in God. If harm is going to come to
us, it’s going to go through God.”

Often there are clashes between the
Karamojong and neighboring tribes.
In February, a clash between the Kar-
amojong and the Turkana tribe left
three men dead about 300 feet from
Schmidt’s house. Weeks later, anoth-
er clash between the same two tribes
left about 30 dead on each side.

“The only hope in a world full of
hatred is the gospel—
the gospel of peace,”
said Schmidt, 42.
“This place is un-
reached and unevan-
gelized. They don’t
really know who

the people at this Jesus is ... . The devil
communal  water e @ has ruled Karamoja
pump, one of three m'ss,onar y for a long time.”

hand pumps Baptists Schmidt, his wife

installed to bring
clean water to this area of Karamo-
ja in Uganda’s northeast corner.

The people who live in this area
are called Karamojong. Their living
conditions are primitive. They are
cattle herders who drink cow’s
blood mixed with milk and prefer
wearing no clothes. Villagers live in
huts made of dried grass plastered
with a mud-and-manure mixture.

The area is remote. Few mission-
aries have lived and worked here.

Most nights, Schmidt goes to sleep
to the sound of AK-47s.

He said he fears no evil.

“I am at total peace about God’s
protection. I have absolute confidence

: Martha, and the cou-

ple’s two younger children—
Stephanie, 12, and Michael, 7—are
living in Mbale, about six hours away
by car, while Schmidt builds a house
in Kaabong.

The house Schmidt is building
with the help of hired Ugandan work-
ers is made of homemade bricks and
gravel. The walls are a foot thick, with
the windows higher than those in most
houses in America. “If there’s a raid
and shooting,” Schmidt said, “we can
just drop down below the windows.”

Schmidt said he first felt the call of
God when he was: 14 and a mission-
ary visited his school. Turning 40 two
years ago brought questions.

QUIET TIME Simon Okeng, a member of Nakawa Baptist Church in Kampala, Uganda
takes a moment for prayer. (Richmond Times-Dispatch photo by Kevin Morley)

“I really struggled. Here I am ...
and don’t have anything. A lot of peo-
ple my age have some significant ac-
complishments. Martha and I don’t
own anything and have no significant
accomiplishments in terms of the
world’s standards. But I feel privi-
leged to have God’s call. That’s bet-
ter than all the other stuff.”

Some days Schmidt gets up before
dawn to walk to a remote cattle camp.
From the main dirt road, the camp is a
two-and-a-half-hour walk into the
bush. Since camp leaders head out
with the cattle at 7 a.m., Schmidt has
to start walking about 4 a.m. to be at
the camp by 6:30 a.m. when the men
get up. After only 30 minutes with

them, he makes the long walk back.

On one 'visit, about 70 men said
they wanted to serve Jesus Christ,
Schmidt said. “One of the older men
got up and said, “We have been in
darkness for years, but this is the way
of light.” Another one asked if I could
come every day.”

Schmidt said he not only wants to
build a chapel near the village, but also
hopes to improve living conditions.

“I want to see a primary school for
the children here and literacy pro-
grams for adults,” he said. “I want to
bring in a doctor. We want to minis-

- ter to the whole person.”

(Copyright 1997, Richmond Newspa-
pers Inc.)

Meet the author
By James Taylor

Since the first Tuesday in Sep-
tember 1996, Cumberland College
has provided a column in the West-
ern Recorder to help you know
more about our students and our
mission. I hope this information has
given you a deeper understanding
of the need for and benefits of
Christian higher educa-
tion. God continues to
accomplish great things
on our campus and on the

| CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

honor societies on campus. In April
1993 Cumberland’s Alpha Beta
Zeta chapter of the national religion
honor society, Theta Alpha Kappa,
received its charter. Then in No-
vember 1994 Cumberland College
formed the nation’s 15th chapter of
Eta Beta Rho, the national Hebrew
honor society. Since Cumberland
offers two years of Hebrew as well
as two years of Greek, we
offer enough courses to
qualify to have a chapter
of this honor society.

campuses of our other
Kentucky Baptist higher
education - institutions.
Thank you for your
prayers and support for
all of us.

This week I wanted to
provide some informa-

Bob is a committed
teacher, which is evident .
by the awards he has re-
ceived. Twice Cumber-
land students have elect-
ed him the Honored Pro-
fessor at homecoming. In
1989 he received the

tion concerning Robert
Dunston, who prepares our column
each week. “Dr. Bob,” as the stu-
dents call him, joined the Cumber-
land College family in June 1983
as assistant professor of religion.
When Willard Reeves retired as
chairman of the department of reli-
gion and philosophy in the fall of
1989, Bob became the new chair-
man.

Bob’s specific responsibilities
are teaching courses in Old Testa-
ment and Hebrew, but he also
teaches New Testament survey and
church history. In recent years, he
has helped establish two religion

Award for Excellence in
Teaching, and in 1996 he was one
of three Cumberland professors to
receive the Fuqua Excellence in
Teaching Award. In recent weeks
the national board of Theta Alpha
Kappa named him recipient of the
Kathleen Connolly-Weinert Lead-
er-of-the-Year Award.

Cumberland College thanks Bob
and the many others on our faculty
and staff for their excellent work
and dedication to Chnstlan higher
education.

James Taylor is president of Cum-
berland College, 7000 College Station
Dr., Williamsburg, Ky. 40769

Doing it right

If you saw the recent column
about my dog house-building
days, you might think my vision
of child care is as simple as a blue-
print, boards and nails.

The lesson I learned is easily
stated: Whatever we do, we
should do it well for Jesus’ sake.
But applying that lesson to the
difficult task of reaching out to
hurting children is much
harder.

Doing child care well
is something Kentucky
Baptists have been do-
ing since 1869. The task
has never been easy, but
today it is even more
difficult and expensive.

There always have
been children in need of
the services we provide,
but today there are more
of them, with fewer
functional family infra-

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

and neglect. We offer specific
treatment in the name of and
through the grace of a loving, for-
giving God.

My reading of the New Testa-
ment doesn’t conjure up images of
Jesus doing large evangelistic cru-
sades, even though he did speak
to large crowds. The Gospels
share more of his one-on-one en-
counters with specific
people with specific
needs.

From Zaccheus to
Mary Magdalene, from
Lazarus to the woman at
the well, Jesus met their
individual needs regard-
less of who they were,
what they had done and
without thought of the
cost.

Such is my vision for
KBHC—to do what we
do in the name of Jesus

structures, and deeper,
more complex problems. -

We are beyond the days when
we can simply put kids in “cottag-
es,” feed, clothe, educate them
and send them to church.

Just as doctors send people
who need intense care to the ICU
rather than to the outpatient clin-
ic, Kentucky Baptists today also
provide intensive kinds of child
care for children and young peo-
ple who have developed many
difficult problems due to abuse

and Kentucky Baptists,
and to do it well. I want this agen-
cy to remain aware of the fact that
we ultimately work for him and
through him.

Grace knows no limits, counts
no cost, asks no questions, and
always, always does it right.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: htip://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/




Candles, carjackings come with the job

By Alberta Lindsey
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch

KAMPALA, Uganda (BP)—Lin-
da Rice laughs when she hears some-
one in the States complain about be-
ing without electricity.

Her electrical power is off so often
she no longer pays attention to the
outages.

She and her family are used to cold
muffins for breakfast
or waiting days to
wash clothes. When
the room goes dark
during dinner, some-
one automatically
lights candles.

‘anywhere from 4 to 6,”

filter it for drinking and cooking.
“The concept of time here can
drive you crazy, but it also can release
you from being a slave to the clock. If
someone says 4 o’clock, it could mean

she said.

“The way people visit is neat. A
friend doesn’t announce he’s coming.
If he did, you would have to have
something for him to eat and drink. A
real friend just drops in. I like that kind
of relaxed visiting.
.But I have to put it in

check in the U.S.”
Southern Baptist
missionaries generally
serve four-year terms
overseas, then return

Rice and her hus- K . to the States for a one-
band, Jim, left their year furlough. The
Richmond, Va., home MISS' Oﬂ ("' y Rices shop for clothes
in 1974 to become every fifth year when
missionaries.  The they are in the States.

next year they moved to Uganda.

They’ ve had to adjust to the occa-
sional sound of nearby mortar ex-
changes and to having their vehicles
hijacked and their home broken into.

“It has given me coping ability,”
said Rice, 49. “A lot of things that
frustrate people are insignificant. I
don’t think I would know that unless
I lived in a Third World country.”
Although she loves life here, she miss-
es the conveniences taken for granted
in the States.

“General housekeeping takes long-

er here because you have to have wa-

ter and electricity at the same time.
When you go two weeks and don’t, it
gets frustrating,” she said.

“Cooking takes a lot longer be-
cause there is nothing already pre-
pared. You make your mayonnaise.
Often I make my own jam and
squeeze lemons for juice. I buy all my
vegetables fresh, so I have to clean
them well and soak them in disinfec-
tant. Meats are mostly tough, which
means you crock pot them,” if the
power stays on long enough, she said.

They catch rain water in a tank and

“There are clothes here (in Ugan-
da), but they are expensive. Trying to
anticipate what your growing daugh-
ter will look like in four years isn’t
easy,” she said.

The Rices and their 13-year-old
daughter, Kristen, live in a three-acre
Baptist mission compound in Kampa-
la, the capital city. Their neighbors are
another missionary family—Mark
and Elaine Pierce and their three chil-
dren.

The Rices live in a three-bedroom,
two-bathroom house with a large liv-

ing room, dining area and a patio with:

a pond. There is an eight-foot fence
around the compound. When the Ric-
es or Pierces drive up, they toot the
car horn and the guard opens the gate.
The windows and doors are barred.
Nevertheless, there have been several
break-ins, so the two families share an
armed guard.

On Sunday evenings, the Rices
entertain four church leaders and thelr
wives.

“We do it to give them a good meal
and a little R and R, but it bounces
back as a good thing forus,” Rice said.

“It’s fun. Kristen joins in. It would be
easy for an MK (missionary kid) to
grow up resenting some aspects of our
work, but she doesn’t.”

When it comes to recreation, the
family has to be creative. While on
furlough in the States, they record
Disney programs to be -parceled out
to other mission families back in Ka-
mpala. They have a trampoline and
they play basketball, badminton and
volleyball at the mission compound.
Kristen is an avid reader.

The Rices will travel to Virginia
this summer for their next furlough.

“I'm really looking forward to
this furlough,” she said. “I didn’t
think my dad would be living (be-
cause of health problems). But God
has given us a great gift. We will get
to see him.”

The Rices have had two cars hi-
jacked.

“I was driving home in a small car
and got to a big pothole and was eas-
ing into it,” she recalled. “A car
whipped around and pulled in front of
me. Four men with machine guns
pointed at my windshield got out. It
doesn’t take much time for you to de-
cide what to do.

“I had a big crowd of people walk
me home. People said, ‘Hope thisisn’t
going to make you go back home.’
We were very few at that time. Peo-
ple were glad to see us around. It
meant they hadn’t been forgotten. We

- felt:most appreciated.”

Despite the inconveniences, Rice
said being in Uganda has taught her a
lot.

“If I hadn’t been out here, I might
not see how God uses things. I see
some of the poorest people out here
with AIDS. They have just nothing.
Yet you see God using them to do
things in families. My understanding
of who God is and how he loves is
certainly expanded from what it
would be in the States.”

Copyright 1997, Richmond Newspa-
pers Inc. Used by permission.

_ MISSIONARY KID Kristen Rice describes her life as neat.

 MK’s snack time simply ‘buggy’

 KAMPALA, Uganda (BP)mThlrteen -year-old Kristen Rice

Copyrigh 1992;"ﬁiohmbﬁa Ne'v”vspapers I

Missionaries perform multlple |ohs while helpless on others

Continued from page 1
but also to help start new churches and
assist ministry to those in prison.

She also works with AIDS patients
through Kampala Baptist Church’s
AIDS ministry and oversees a Baptist
student ministry.

The missionary’s role, Rice said,
is to be a resource.

“One of the biggest needs here is
leadership training,” he said. “We
don’t want people to think a mis-
sionary has to be the pastor or the
leader. They can do these things
themselves.”

In the AIDS ministry, Mrs. Rice
started out doing everything.

“Now I sit down and help them
with their plans and ideas,” she said.

“My white face can be useful in cut-

ting through red tape sometimes.”
Among the AIDS victims Mrs.
Rice visits in their homes are Will-
iam and Margaret Maseruka, who
live near Kampala with their six

children. Often she takes food from

Kampala Baptist Church.
Maseruka, who lost his job as an
auto mechanic because of health

problems, is convinced God has giv-
en him extra time to live to start a
church, Mrs. Rice said. “People with
AIDS who become Christians real-
ly know how to redeem their time.”

The Rices arrived in Uganda in
1975, four years after military lead-
er Idi Amin began his eight-year
reign of terror, in which thousands
of Ugandans were murdered.

- “In late 1972, Amin made it very
hard on missionaries. He accused
them of being CIA and made a lot
of threats. We had five or six (Bap-
tist missionary) families in Uganda
then. One went on furlough for a
year. Some left. When Linda and I
came, there were only two families,”
Rice said.

In 1973, Amin banned 14 reli-
gious bodies but Baptists were not
included. In 1977, he expanded his
ban and included Southern Baptists.

“We were told we could do so-
cial services things but could not
hold church,” Rice said.

“We were all ready to start the

Bible Way Correspondence School.

They said we could use our books if

we took out the two pages about
Baptists. We did that and we distrib-
uted Bibles,” he recalled.

“I never had any trouble bring-
ing in Bibles during Amin’s time.
We were giving them away or sell-
ing them, depending on the circum-
stances. People had a lot of cash and
little to do with it then. I used the
money to buy more Bibles.”

. Rice, as treasurer of the mission

at the time, made frequent trips to
Kenya where he purchased Bibles,
aspirin and medicine for worms and
malaria. During food shortages, he
also bought food.

“I spent about a third of my time
driving back and forth to Kenya. It
was the only way we could contin-
ue to live here,” he said.

“I started bringing back Christian
books, other than Bibles, which is
how I got my start with the book-
store,” he added.

But for all the Rices can accom-
plish, sometimes missionaries are
faced with situations over which
they have little control. Recently
Rice experienced such a moment.

He stopped to help a young wom-
an walking along a dirt road in the
country. The woman, blood running
down her face, had a deep gash be-
low her eye. She said her husband
hit her with an ax, and she was try-
ing to get to a medical clinic in Se-
muto, a town about 12 miles away.

Rice helped her into his truck. As
they bounced along the pothole-
filled dirt road, the woman described
what had happened.

Before the couple married, the
woman had a child who wasn’t her
husband’s. Her husband had said he
would accept the baby. But when
she returned to their house with the
youngster, her husband was drunk.
He tried to put out her eye with the
ax. She fled, leaving the child.

A very somber Rice said, “I'm
concerned about the child.” But he
didn’t turn the truck back toward the
woman'’s village. He was certain the
child was dead.

All he could do was help the
mother.

Copyright 1997, Richmond Newspa-
pers Inc. Used by permission.

d oesn't stop off at McDonald's on her way home from
3hooi ‘ But .sh’e'mlght ra;d a termite hnlt and 'take a fewv msects
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The Rices also
serve as mentors
to local church
leaders and
generally offer
examples of
Christians living
out their faith,
sometimes under
difficult
conditions.
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

H A Kentucky
construction team in
Vyborg, Russia, June
11-24 and team leader
Ken Murphy.

MW Kentuckians needed
for four mission projects
in Russia. The projects
will be canceled if
“Kentuckians don’t
volunteer soon. For
more information, call
(502) 245-4101, Ext.
236.

M Ina York, children’s
camp director for the
Baptist Convention of
New England, as she

60 years later, aringis bestowed with class and care

By Bob Hill
Louisville Cour/er-JoumaI

OLDHAM COUNTY—Bright
sunshine spilled across the green grass
of Harmony Landing Country Club in
Oldham County as Bill and Lois
Cromer walked, arm in arm, into 60
years of memories.

Lois, 77, knew nothing of what
awaited her; two laughing grandchil-
dren running into her arms gave her a
clue it was something special, but her
family had kept the secret well. Bill,
73, had almost given it away several
times. Now, standing before a smil-
ing group of family and friends, his
secret was finally set free.

“Honey,” he said, “these people are
all here to help you celebrate the 60th

anniversary of your high school grad- -

uation.”

It was more than just that—much
more. It was a husband honoring his
wife, three sons honoring their moth-
er, friends honoring friendship. It was
sweet, warm, nostalgic, funny and
caring.

It began in 1937 when Lois gradu-

commencement ceremonies with her

- class, but her parents, hurt by the De-

pression, could not afford to buy her
a graduation dress or a class ring.

Bill had never really understood
how much a ring meant to Lois until
he pulled out his own high school ring
last fall to wear to his class reunion in

“I never considered I would not go
to college,” Lois would say. “All I
wanted was an education. ... I studied
college catalogs to make sure I was
taking the right courses in high school.
But there was no money. I never got
over wanting a graduation ring.”

They married in 1945, having first
dated as members of the West Little
River Baptist Church in Miami. She
played the piano and organ; he sang
in the choir. It was a pattern of devo-
tion they have repeated over 52 years
of marriage: Lois as a pianist and or-
ganist at a series of Baptist churches,
including three in Louisville; Bill as
music director at the same churches
and as a professor of Christian educa-
tion at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary

Bill be.gan his quest for his wife’s

graduation ring after returning from

his reunion. The Balfour Co. said a

prepares for this | ated from Lake Worth High School
summer’s camping | in Lake Worth, Fla. She had attended
season.
B The 28 student Ann Tatum, author of the

summer missionaries
from across the United
States who will arrive in
New England June 10 to
serve 10 weeks.

Mountains to the Mississippi col-
umn, was on vacation last week.
Our weekly listing of news and
changes at Kentucky Baptist
churches will return next week.

1937 duplicate could be made. He
contacted Lake Worth High School
and was sent a photograph, a lapel pin
and a 1977 yearbook. He wrote to
First Baptist Church in Lake Worth,
where Lois was baptized; the minis-
ter sent a nice letter and some histori-
cal documents.

GIFTS AND GRANDKIDS Lois Cramer looks over gifts and cards W/th two grandchl/dren

“I did all this for two reasons,” Bill
said. “I wanted to have some occasion
for presenting this ring to her, and I
thought it would be very nice and
pleasing if she had some expression
of the sweetness of some of the things
she remembered from that gradua-
tion.”

Sweetness is the only word for the
graduation luncheon honoring Lois
Spencer Cromer at Harmony Landing
Country Club at 1 p.m. on May 17,
1997. She was ushered into the lun-
cheon area to the taped strains of Men-
delssohn’s “War March of the Priests”
—the processional of her 1937 class.
The program listed the favorite mov-
ies and songs from 1937: “Snow
White and the Seven Dwarfs,” “That
Old Feeling,” “Thanks for the Mem-
ory.” Old photographs, certificates
and letters were given'her in an album.

Bill Cromer knew how often his
wife had worked in the background,

playing the piano and organ while oth-
ers took the stage. He loved her for
that, and so he played a tape of Bette
Midler singing “Wind Beneath My
Wings”—*“Thank you, thank you,
thank God for you; the wind beneath
my wings.”

Then, 60 years after she should
have received one, he placed a high
school graduation ring on his wife’s
hand.

“In 1945 I put a ring on your fin-
ger,” Bill told her, “and I’1l put anoth-
er on your finger now.”

One of their sons reminded his par-
ents they had kissed on that occasion
in 1945, and they should kiss again. -
On a perfect afternoon in May, with
family and friends moved to tears, Bill
and Lois Cromer kissed one another
and left the room to the trumpet of
“Pomp and Circumstance.”

(Used with permission from the Lou-
isville Courier-Journal.) .

For the past several weeks I have pondered
over this week’s article. There is so much to be
said about Barkley Moore and his dedication to
this school and its ministry. There have been only
a very few weeks during the past three years when
I have not received a letter or phone call from
someone whose life was touched by Moore.

The letter may be from Iran, as one was just a
few weeks ago. The author was a former student
of Moore’s when he was in the Peace Corps in
Iran. During those six and one-half
years in Iran, a host of Iranians were
touched by the kind, fast-talking, swift-
walking and hard working American.

Sadly, the letter writer did not know
Moore had passed away. In his letter,
he thanked Moore for the kindness he
had shown. He also wanted Moore to
know the letter writer had two sons of
his own, and enclosed a picture of them.

During the mid and late “70s, many
Iranian students came to America
through Moore’s efforts. After the fall
of the Shah of Iran when the new gov-
ernment was established, it was nearly

1997 Barkley Moore Father’s Day Offering

take advantage of the opportunity God is giving
you.” Moore was a tremendous inspiration to all

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

compassion this wonderful man of God had for
young people. Scores of young people sat in his
office and heard the words of Moore: “You can
be anything you want to be, you can do anything
you want to do, you can overcome any obstacle,
if you will allow God to be a part of your life and

of us. We all knew our longest day was shorter
than his. Our heaviest burden was lighter than his.
Our greatest problem was smaller than
his. Moore never had any trouble fall-
ing asleep at the end of his day. In fact,
on more than a few occasions, he liter--
ally fell asleep while talking to me in
his office. You simply could not be an-
gry at him because we all knew he
worked 18 to 20 hours every day. When
he fell asleep sitting in his office chair,
one simply would pause and allow this
giant of a man a few moments of much
needed rest. He would awaken shortly
and resume the conversation.

I remember one evening several
years ago when a new student came to

impossible to get students out of the
country in order to come to America.
I'may also receive a phone call from a former
student who came to Oneida while Moore was
- president. The student may share that he has no
idea where he would be if it had not been for
Moore and Oneida. When no one believed this
young person could amount to anything, Moore
encouraged him to come to Oneida. Now a
changed person, successful in life and remember-
ing Moore’s kindness, he pauses to express his
gratitude.
A host of former and current faculty and staff,
including this writer, can attest to the love and

my office in the dorm. About midnight
I asked him why he was still in the office and not
in bed. Since he was a new student I thought he
was a little homesick. Finally, he said Moore had
come to his room and had fallen asleep on his bed.

I could go on and-on with similar stories. This
Father’s Day has been set aside to remember this
dedicated man of God. If you can find it in your
heart to remember his efforts by supporting the
Barkley Moore Father’s Day Offering, we will do
all in our power to continue the unfinished task of
ministering to special boys and girls.

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida

Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972-

The alumni pledge of our Be-
yond 2001 campaign recently be-
gan under the leadership of 1972
alumnus and Georgia Pastor M.D.
Cabe. Campaign leaders already
have committed almost one-third of
the $100,000 goal.

Chair of the 1982-96 division is
U.S. Air Force Chaplain Joel Lytle.
Now stationed in Texas, Joel and
his wife, Chris, depart for
Germany in July. The
following testimony ac-
companied his campaign
pledge.

“It was early 1978
when my pastor, Way-
man Swopes, advised me
to get a solid Bible-based
education; he recom-
mended Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College.

“Chris and I prayed
and felt led to the school,
so we applied.

“About one month
later, we were informed we weren’t
eligible to attend at that time. The
school required applicants to be a
Christian for more than one year,

Lord three months prior to applica-
tion.

“Instead of sulking, we prayed
and four and one-half years later
graduated in the first year of Clear
Creek’s accredited degree program
with a bachelor of theology. What
one said to be a mistake was our

An alumnus says ‘thanks’

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

and I had committed my life to the’

miracle.

“It was during those four years I
realized more miracles from God.
Everyday there would be a new and
rich experience of God’s glorious
grace demonstrated through the
staff, professors and classmates.
The molding process began, and a
Bible-based foundation was estab-
lished.

“I often reflect back
with absolute love and
deep appreciation to
Clear Creek. The memo-
ries are unnumbered, but
one sticks out in my mind
to demonstrate the
school’s difference.

“Claude Fox came to
me just before Christmas
break. He knew our fam-
ily was struggling and
offered to help to ensure
we could make it home
for the holidays.

“Even now, when I
think of that special moment, I get
choked up. I love Clear Creek and
will ever be indebted to a great and
awesome God who burdened
(founder L.C.) Kelly and all who
followed him in that dream.

“Thank you, Clear Creek fami-
ly, for the opportunity to give back
some of what you have shared with
us.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Gowhoy’s testimony lasts longer than just ‘8 Seconds’

By Dana Williamson
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger

LANE, Okla. (BP)—Eight sec-
onds—the magic time for a bull rid-
G,

It can seem like an eternity, both
to the cowboy and the bucking ani-
mal, each intent on conquering the
other.

And sometimes it is enough time
to propel a person into eternity. In
about that amount of time, world
champion bull rider Lane Frost, 25,
was speared by a bull he had just rid-
den and died on the rodeo arena floor.

His life was the subject of the film,
“8 Seconds,” but his family and
friends want people to know Frost’s
Christian testimony extends beyond
the rodeo ring.

“I believe if Lane had lived a-full
life and died at an old age,” said his
mother, Elsie Frost, “his life would
never have had the impact that it has
had.”

That impact includes eight people
who became Christians at Frost’s fu-
neral and many others who have come
to his mother to tell her they accepted
Christ as their personal Savior as a
result of Frost’s death.

Frost’s legacy also extends to thou-
sands who have received a copy of a
cowboy Bible, with an artist’s draw-
ing of him on the front, which is dis-
tributed through the home church of
Frost’s parents.

Because his-father;:Clyde; -had

done some rodeoing, Frost became
interested in bull riding when he was
very young, his mother recounted.

“When other little boys were play-
ing with trucks, Lane was playing ro-
deo,” Mrs. Frost said, starting with
riding calves and graduating to steers,
then bulls.

Frost was the high school bull-
riding champion his junior year. He
won the Oklahoma Junior Rodeo As-

sociation three years, the American
Junior Rodeo Association and Nation-
al Finals Youth Rodeo.

After graduating from high school
in 1982, Frost joined the Professional
Rodeo Cowboys Association, and in
1984 qualified for his first National
Finals Rodeo, which meant he was
among the top 15 money winners in
bull riding.

In 1986, he won the average at the
NFR and in 1987 became the world
champion bull rider—a goal atop his
personal list.

A year after his death, he was vot-
ed into the Pro Rodeo Hall of Fame.

“As Lane was growing up, he nev-
er talked about ‘if” he bécame a world
champion; it was ‘when,’” his mother
said.

During what should have been the
happiest time of his life, Frost and his
wife, Kellie, a barrel racer he married
in 1985, were having marital prob-
lems.

When things got especially bad
between the two and Frost thought the
marriage might be over, he went to his
parents’ house where he and his moth-

_er talked late into the night. “Lane sat

in the chair crying his eyes out,” his
mother recalled. “He had finally run

-into something he didn’t know how

to handle.”

Mrs. Frost said she knelt beside her
son and told him, “I’m not going to
tell you this will put your marriage
back together, but you need to give

syour life:to Jesus-God has.done ajat
for you over the years, but you’ve

never made that commitment to him
you know you should make.”

There in the living room of their
home, Mrs. Frost led her son in prayer
to accept Jesus as his personal Savior.

“That was the first part of the year,
and he and Kellie got back together

“that summer,” Mrs. Frost said. “That .

last year was probably the happiest
time of their marriage.”

COWBOY Lane Frost

Frost was killed “doing what he
loved to do” July 30, 1989, at age 25.
“If Lane had died two years earlier,
he would have spent an eternity in
hell,” his mother said.

When a movie company asked to
make a movie about Frost’s life, the
family prayed and agonized over the
decision, she said.

“We decided to let them do a mov-

ie, hoping it would bring glory to

God,” she said.

But she was disappointed when the
director of “8 Seconds” would not
even consider including Frost’s con-
version to Christianity in the movie.

Although the movie company

- didn’t mclude Erost’s conversion, “8

seconds” had a greater impact than the
family realized, Mrs. Frost said.

“After the movie, ‘8 Seconds,’
came out, we were bombarded with
phone calls and letters, and all were
from people who wanted to tell us
how the movie had made an impact
on their lives.”

During each phone call, she said,
the main thing she wanted to tell peo-
ple was that her son was a Christian.

Students spending summers as mlssmnarles

By Julie McGowan
SBC Foreign Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Ben
Dewberry has packed his bags for
Malawi. The 20-year-old college stu-
dent believed God would one day
send him to Africa. This summer he
will make that trip as a Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board summer
missionary.

“God was faithful to his calling,”
said Dewberry, a student at Samford
University in Birmingham.

Dewberry was one of more than
200 students in summer missions ori-
entation recently at the board’s Mis-
sionary Learning Center in Rockyville,
Va.

The summer of 1997 marks the
50th anniversary of Foreign Mission
Board student ministries.

Nearly 3,000 students have served
annually abroad through the FMB and
in the United States through the Home
Mission Board, said Quintin Ratliff,
the foreign board’s student ministries
coordinator.

Students attending orientation
learned about cross-cultural ministry,
engaging in an interactive lesson to

ORIENTATIDN Co//ege students gather in sma// groups at the Mlssmnary Learning Center
in Rockville, Va., to discuss their overseas assignments as Southern Baptist Foreign
Mission Board summer missionaries. (BP photo by Daniel Edwards.)

experience what it is like to be in a
community visited by outsiders.

“I don’t want to come in as an
American—I want to come in as a
teacher who loves the Lord,” said
Shelly Forrest, 20, of Moore, Okla.,
who was assigned to teach English as
a second language in East Asia.

“I want to come in as a learner. I
know that just because I’ve grown up

in an area where Christianity is an
option doesn’t make me any more
deserving of Christ,” she added.

Summer missionaries will be fu-
ture missions leaders and promoters
in churches, Ratliff said. “For the first
time, they will have a global vision to
understand how God can use their
gifts and skills for fulfilling his king-
dom around the world.”

-+

“To some, I had to explain how
that happens, because you could tell
they didn’t know,” she said.

Some friends of the Frosts brought
some cowboy Bibles to the movie set
in San Antonio, which were imprint-
ed “given in memory of our brother,
Lane Frost, 1987 world champion.”

Friends who brought the Bibles
encouraged the Frosts to have more
printed, but Mrs. Frost said too many
complications in her life prevented the
project. But on Valentine’s Day in
1995, a friend came by and gave Mirs.
Frost a card. “Inside the card was the
exact amount of money I needed to
order the Bibles,” she said.

The Frosts contacted an artist to do
a sketch of their son for the front of
the Bibles and put a personal message
about Frost inside the front cover,
along with the plan of salvation.

“As of now, we have given out
about 7,000 Bibles, which have gone
as far as Australia, Brazil and the Pan-
ama Canal,” Mrs. Frost said. “Al-
though we accept donations, we give
the Bibles free.”

She said she doesn’t think it mat-.

ters what is on the front of the Bible,
“just as long as it makes people want
it.”

“If they want it because Lane’s pic-
ture is on it, that’s fine,” she said. “I
know that once it is in people’s hands,
God will do the rest.

“As proud as we are of Lane’s ac-
complishments, we know the most

important thing he ever did was the
‘decision he made in 1988,” she add-

ed. “Because of that, we know that he
is in heaven and that we will be to-
gether again someday. We feel that
God gave Lane that special personal-
ity that drew people to him, and his
death made a great impact on the ro-
deo world in particular. There have
been a number of people saved be-
cause of Lane’s death, so we can hard-
ly ask why.”

“God gave Lane
that special
personality that
drew people to
him, and his death
made a great
impact on the
rodeo world in
particular. There
have been a
number of people
saved because of
Lane’s death, so
we can hardly ask
why.”

Elsie Frost
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- Biris In Aotion & Aoteens
CEDAR CREST

JUNE 23-27 (GA) - MOTHER/DAUGHTER
JULY 7-1 (GA) ‘ OVERNIGHTS
JULY 14-18 (6A/ACTEENS) JULY 11-12
JULY 21-25 (ACTEENS) JULY 18-19
JULY28-AUGUST 1 (GA) JULY 25-26
AUGUST 4-8 (GA) | AUGUST 1-2
JUNE 16-20 (6A/ACTEENS) MOTHER/DAUGHTER
JUNE 23-27 (GA) OVERNIGHTS
JULY 7-11 (GA) e JUNE 20-21

JUNE 27-28

For Applications Write:  Kentucky WMU, P.O. Box 436569
‘ Louisville, KY 40253-6569

NOTE: Girls do not have to be a member of GIRLS IN ACTION
| or ACTEENS to attend camp.
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