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By Constance Casey 
Religion News Service 

GRAND FORKS, N.D. (RNS)­
White-haired, one month shy of 71, 
, Kentucky Baptist Bill Hinton chose to 
spend part of his spring clearing mud 
out of a stranger's basement, in a 
house 1,100 miles from his home in 
Hopkinsville. 

As soon as the Red River began to 
shrink back within its banks, Hinton 
and 20-some other members of Ken­
tucky Brotherhood disaster relief team 
were on the road to Grand Forks, 
N.D., where at least two-thirds of the 
buildings had been damaged in the 
flood. 

Like the others, Hinton drove 
northwest at his own expense; Ken­
tucky churches and the Southern Bap­
tist Convention pay for telephones and 
food while the team is on the job. They 
sleep on cots in a church hall (there 
are many snorers) and share portable 
showers. Back home, Kentucky 
Brotherhood members regularly re­
pair church roofs and rehab houses in 
poor neighborhoods, and they take 
chainsaws to fallen trees after hurri­
canes and tornadoes. But when there's 
a flood, mudis their specialty. 

There are about 1,800 Southern 
Baptists in this Kentucky team, most­
ly men, mostly over 60, who are 
trained to do flood clean-up. Other 
states have smaller mud-out teams but 
these Kentucky folks are considered 
the experts. Given the whims of the 
Ohio River on their northern border, 
they've had plenty of experience. 

This past March, Hinton and oth­
ers on the team were.cleaning houses 

. in Falmouth. Many of them worked 
the floods in the Midwest in 1993 and 
in Georgia in 1994. In fact, they were 
relieved to get to Grand Forks and see 
that caskets in the graveyard hadn't 
floated up out of the ground as they 
□ See Kentucky muck-busters ... , page 7 

IT'S A. BLAST Kentucky Brotherhood volunteer Bill Hinton hoses down another worker 
after mud-out work in Grand Forks, N.D. Muck left behind by the flood is so dangerously 
vile that clean-up workers must take care to clean themselves. (RNS photo) 

Habitat's founder expecting big results locally &·world wide , 

INNOVATIVE WORSHIP Habitat founder Millard Fuller (left) equates the Garter project 
with ministry and worship. "I literally see these blitz builds as a new and creative way to 
have revival." {Photo by Robert Baker) 

By David Winfrey 
News Director 

AMERICUS, Ga.-This weekend 
after Jimmy Carter, the media and le­
gions of construction volunteers have 
left Appalachia, the region's poverty 
rate will still be more than 50 percent. 
• But even if 150 new 

volunteers and a greater focus on the · 
housing needs of the poor throughout 
the state. 

Consider Atlanta, site of the Jim­
my Carter work project in 1988. That 
year, volunteers built 20 houses in one 
week. 

"Atlanta Habitat wasn't building 

1997 

20 houses a year," Fuller 
says. Now, it's building 80 
houses a year. Jimmy Carter 

Work ProJoct 

~ 
~ 

This week, Carter 
project volunteers are 
building 50 homes in Ken­
tucky and Tennessee. Oth­
er Habitat affiliates are 

houses are little more than 
a blip on the screen of 
need, this week is signifi­
cant for what it represents 
both to Kentuckians and to 
Christian churches world­
wide, according to Habitat 
for Humanity Internation­
al' s founder Millard Full- H 

. building another 40 hous-
a mm er, n g I . T d K ,n ,,,. ""'• es m ennessee an en-

er. 
"I believe Habitat for Humanity is 

in'the vanguard of birthing a new so­
cial and religious movement, not un­
like the civil rights movement or the 
movement to end slavery," says Full­
er. 

For Kentucky, if previous blitz­
builds are any indication, that means 
more Habitat houses, more Habitat 

tucky this week, and the 
Federation of Appalachian Housing 
Enterprises is sponsoring an additional 
60 houses this summer in Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Virginia and West Virgin­
ia. 

An estimated 3,000 volunteers will 
be working on houses, including such 
high-profile hammerers as Newt Gin­
□ See Expect Habitat to grow ... , page 8 
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SBC expected to adopt limited Disney boycott 
Arson fund aids 98 

congregations 
NASHVILLE (BP}-The 

Southern Baptist 
Convention's "arson 
fund" has helped 98 

African-American 
congregations in 17 

states rebuild after arson 
attacks, according to 

SBC President Tom 
Elliff. 

Messengers to this 
• week's SBC annual 

meeting will be asked to 
• affirm a 

ORLANDO, Fla. (ABP)- The 
Southern Baptist Convention is ex­
pected to call a "targeted" boycott 
against the Walt Disney Co. this week, 
according to a report in the Orlando 
Sentinel. 

"I'll probably recommend to the 
resolutions committee that they do a 
targeted boycott, probably the theme 
parks and the Disney stores," Richard 
Land, executive director of the South­
ern Baptist Christian Life Commis­
sion, told the paper. He spoke one 
week prior to the SBC annual meet­
ing in Dallas, June 17-19. 

The chairman of the resolutions 
committee, Florida Baptist executive 
John Sullivan, told ·the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram that three resolutions 
. criticizing Qisney had been submitted 
in advance. The resolutions commit­
tee may offer resolutions drafted in 
committee 9r may draw from resolu­
tions submitted by messengers. 

Last year in New Orleans SBC 

messengers voted overwhelmingly to 
condemn Disney for what they con­
sidered a departure from the compa­
ny's long-standing reputation for fam­
ily entertainment. 

A resolution, which called on 
Southern Baptists to "give serious and 
prayerful consideration" before buy­
ing Disney products, was widely re­
ported as a boycott call. Convention 
officials, however, said they interpret­
ed it only as a warning. 

The resolution directed Land to 
monitor Disney for the year follow­
ing and to report his findings regard­
ing a boycott at this year's meeting. 

Land acknowledged that Disney's 
holdings are so extensive that "a gen­
eral boycott is neither workable nor 
measurable." 

Jim Henry, former SBC president 
and pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Orlando, located in the same town as 
Walt Disney World, voiced qualified 
support for the resolution. 

Henry is undecided on how he will 
vote on the _measure but said the pro­
posed wording was "helpful in the 
sense that it targets one area" of the 
company. 

Current SBC President Tom Elliff, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Del City, Okla., predicted 
a resolution will pass. "I would not 
think it at all unlikely for Southern 
Baptists to exercise their right to with­
hold their patronage from a company 
which has policies running counter to 
the biblical approach to human sexu­
ality and family life," he said. 

Disney officials have not respond­
ed to the Baptists' complaints. 

Disney spokesman John Dreyer 
said he was under the impression 
Southern Baptists already had called 

• for a boycott. • 
"They've been boy:cotting us for a 

year, and all our businesses have done 
quite well," he said. The company has 
enjoyed record profits this year. • 

The 1996 resolution denounced 
Disney's "anti-Christian and anti-fam­
ily trend." 

Complaints against Disney include 
the company's policy of granting 
health benefits to the partners of ho­
mosexual employees; its release of 
controversial films and books; and al­
lowing "Gay Days" at Walt Disney 
World. 

Focusing on the Disney theme 
parks and merchandise outlets is log­
ical for several reasons, Land said .. In 
the past, because of their concentra­
tion in the Southeast and their affinity 
for family entertainment, Southern 
Baptists have patronized Disney in 
larger proportions than other denomi­
nations, Land said. 

Land ·said it does not matter that a 
targeted boycott by Baptists may not 
have much of an economic impact. 

"God never commanded us to be 
successful," he said. "He command- . 
ed us to be faithful." 

recommendation that 
about $5,400 in unspent 

donations to the arson 
fund be used for 

theological training of 
African-American 

pastors. 
The proposal, Elliff said, 
"means that the gifts of 

Southern Baptists will 
not only be used to 

restore church buildings 
destroyed by arson but 
to strengthen African­
American pastors and 

build deeper ties 
between us." 

Humphreys: Calvi.nism gaining influence, not numbers 

Southern Baptists have 
contributed $724,000 to 

the arson fund since it 
was initiated at the 1996 

annual meeting in New 
Orleans by then-SBC 
President Jim Henry. 

In addition to the $5,400 
remaining in the fund at 

the SBC Executive 
Committee, some states 
still have balances after 

making allocations to 
meet rebuilding needs in 

their state. 

DOTHAN, Ala.- Although prom­
inent Southern Baptists support the 
tenets of Calvinism, one scholar sees 
a non-Calvinistic future for the de­
nomination . 

Fisher Humphreys, professor of 
divinity at Beeson Divinity School in 
Birmingham, Ala., said the purpose of 
the Southern Baptist Convention­
missions and evangelism- is in direct 
opposition to the Calvinist doctrine of 
unconditional predestination. There­
fore, the majority of Southern Baptists 
will continue to adopt a non-Calvinist 
theology, Humphreys said. 

Southern Baptist Calvinists dispute 
that notion, asserting that their brand 
of modified Calvinism requires great 
zeal fo,: missions and evangelism and 
should not be labeled anti-missions or 
hyper-Calvinism. 

Humphreys recently spoke to 
about 20 clergy on Southern Baptists 
and Calvinism at the second annual 
Southeast Ministers Conference at 

., 

ml 
9)"i 
• f_ 

J 

Q~ 

"Hi, we were j ust wandering your neighborhood 
and wondered if you would mind if we came in 

and planted a church?" 
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First Baptist Church of Dothan, Ala. 
The interest of some Southern 

Baptists in Calvinist theology has 
-been heightened by the presidents of 
two Southern Baptist seminaries who 
are supporters of Calvinism, Hum­
phreys said. Both Al Mohler of South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville and Mark Coppenger of 
Midwestern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary in Kansas City, Mo., are com­
mitted to the so-called "doctrines of 
grace." 

However, Humphreys estimated 
less than 5 percent of Southern Bap­
tists are Calvinists. 

"We (Southern Baptists) are so 
locked into the non-Calvinist view of 
the seriousness of missions that it 
would be difficult to get us away from 
it, even though the two presidents en­
courage Calvinism," Humphreys said. 

When Calvinism is followed in its 
truest sense, missions is not necessary, 
he said. 

Under the beliefs of Calvinism, 
God unconditionally predestined 
some for salvation and others for dam­
nation, Humphreys pointed out. 

In contrast with the Calvinist view 
that God has predestined some peo­
ple fot damnation, most Southern 
Baptists believe God willed all peo­
ple to be saved, Jesus Christ died for 
all and all people are able to trust in 
him and be saved, Humphreys said. 

According to this mainstream 
Southern Baptist view, God's grace 
and love are offered to all people, 
Humphreys added. His love is accept­
ed by some and rejected by others. 

Also, most Southern Baptists do 
not believe God gives "irresistible 
grace" to some people and not to oth­
ers, Humphreys said. They understand 
God's love to be for all people. Cal­
vinism teaches that those God has pre­
destined to salvation are drawn to sal­
vation through God's "irresistible 
grace." 

The disagreement between Calvin­
ists and non-Calvinists is strongest on 
the issue of God's sovereignty, Hum­
phreys believes. Calvinists say God is 
sovereign in the sense that he foreor­
dained everything that happens. ' 

Non-Calvinists believe God would 
not have damned some people if he 
loved everyone, Humphreys said. If 
God willed the final destiny of each 
person, salvation or damnation, humans 
could not be said to have free will. 

Humphreys said these three issues 
are difficult for non-Calvinists to un­
derstand because they seem contradic­
tory to Southern Baptists' beliefs. 

"Our faith teaches ·a very different 
approach to God's sovereignty. If you 
subscribe to the non-Calvinist view, 
these three difficulties are avoided," 
he said. 

Even so, Humphreys addressed the 
importance of Calvin's beliefs. 
"Whether we like it or not, his impact 
upon us is real," Humphreys said. 

Interdenominational event troubles NAMB trustee 
WICHITA FALLS, Texas (ABP) 

- A trustee of the North American 
Mission Board wants to forbid em­
ployees of the new Southern Baptist 
agency from attending an interdenom­
inational gathering this fall. 

William Streich, who in 1994 was 
a leading critic of Baptist involvement 
in a dialogue between evangelicals 
and Catholics, now is leading a charge 
to disassociate NAMB from Recon­
ciliation '97, a Sept. 1-7 meeting in 
Coventry, England. He also wants to 
establish a policy limiting the new 
agency's ecumenical involvement 
from the start. 

Streich,1 a layman from Wichita 
Falls, Texas, is a trustee of the Home 
Mission Board, which is being re­
placed- along· with two other South­
ern Baptist agencies- by NAMB. 
Streich is being nominated at this 
week's SBC annual meeting as a 
NAMB trustee. 

He says he will ask the new trust­
ees to pull out of the Coventry con­
ference at the board's inaugural meet­
ing, June 19 in Dallas. 

In a letter sent to other prospective 
trustees, Streich said 13 employees of 
the new agency are involved in lead­
ership of the Coventry gathering, 
which he said is being planned in con­
junction with the Church of England. 
By the end of the conference, which 
has been two years in planning, costs 
of involvement by HMB/NAMB staff 
will exceed $100,000, he added. 

Reached by telephone June 12, 
Streich called the Coventry meeting 
"an extreme ecumenical involvement" 
which he wants NAMB trustees "to· 
deal with as a board." 

A planner of the meeting, howev­
er, said the event has no denomina­
tional sponsors and is not an ecumen­
ical gathering. 

Conference organizer Reid Hardin, 
an RMB employee, described the 
event as a grass-roots gathering of in­
dividuals interested in reconciliation 
among Christians. While participants 
come from various faith backgrounds, 
he said, the event has no official de­
nominational sponsors. 

"It's not an ecumenical meeting in 

the sense of trying to form a one world 
organization or church," Hardin said. 
"It is just a relational, spiritual, func­
tional gatherin_g for the encourage­
ment of reconciliation, as Jesus calls 
for in John 17:20-23." 

Streich, an opponent of ecumeni­
.cal dialogue, charges that Southern 
Baptist participation in the conference 
would give credence to Anglican and 
Catholic teachings that many Baptists 
view as heretical and could compro­
mise or undermine efforts by Baptists 
to evangelize members of other faiths. 

Hardin, coordinator for renewal 
and reconciliation in the HMB's per­
sonal evangelism department, disput­
ed Streich's contention that meeting 
with other Christians necessarily in­
volves compromise. 

Scheduled conference speakers in­
clude Promise Keepers founder Bill 
McCartney and Paul Cedar of the 
Missions 2000 church-starting move­
ment. Woman's Missionary Union 
executive Dellanna O'Brien plans to 
attend the conference, along with oth­
er SBC leaders. 
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Cooperative Program -up in third quarter 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

Giving through the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's Cooperative Pro­
gram continues at record levels, with 
gifts through the fiscal year's third 
quarter exceeding budget for the first 
time in a decade. 

As of May 31, the Kentucky Co­
operative Program had received 
$14.06 million, an increase of 3 per­
cent over the previous year and 
$51,555 above budget. 

The first nine months of the fiscal 
year have included four records for 
one-month totals: $1.7 million in Oc­
tober, $2.1 million in January, $1.8 
million in April and $1.7 million in 
May. Meeting the current year's bud­
get requires average receipts of $1.56 
million per month. 

Cooperative Program gifts are di­
vided, with 63 percent ~supporting 

Kentucky causes and 37 percent for­
warded to the national Cooperative 
Program budget of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. Based on this distri­
bution, at the close of the third quar­
ter $8.89 million had gone toward 
Kentucky causes and $5.2 million to­
ward SBC causes. 

Some Kentucky churches make 
contributions to the KBC budget with 
a request that their gifts not be split 
with the SBC These "Kentucky only" 
contributions also were running ahead 
of budget at the close of the third quar­
ter, with $299,113 given. That's up 15 
percent over the previous year and is 
7.8 percent, or$21,613, aheadofbud­
get. 

Combined giving to the KBC caus­
es through the Cooperative Program 
and "Kentucky only" contributions 
totaled $9 .19 million at the end of the 
third quarter. That's $54,093 ahead of 
budget. 

If the current giving trend contin­
ues through the fourth quarter, the 
KBC could set all-time records at year 
end, said KBC business manager 
Lowell Ashby. 

He commended Kentucky Baptists 
for this year's giving record, noting 
that "Kentucky Baptists are showing 
an unparalleled cooperative effort in 
shared giving." 

"If our first three quarters' success 
doesn't change our pattern of always 
having a higher fourth quarter, we 
could possibly exceed $19 million in 
Cooperative Program receipts for the 
-rust time ever and possibly have the 
first $5 million quarter in history," 
Ashby said. 

Even if that doesn't happen, the 
year should close with more than $19 
million in Cooperative Program re­
ceipts if the fourth quarter equals last 
year's fourth quarter, Ashby ex-
plained. -

Shelbyville Church has uplifting experience with Power Team 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

SHELBYVILLE-After baptizing 
more than a dozen converts the past 
two Sundays, Ed Erwin's excitement 
is increasing one month after a Power 
Team crusade that he said revitalized 
his church. 

"You hear how great it is, and you 
can't believe it," said the pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Shelbyville. "It 
was not only of great benefit to us, but 
to other churches. It gave us exposure 
to the community we never had be­
fore and built a lot of bridges." 

First Baptist registered 467 deci­
sions during the five-day crusade, 260 
of them people who accepted Christ 
as their personal Savior. 

Held in an unusual venue- a red 
and white striped tent on the church's 

back lawn-the event drew people 
from more than 60 churches. Most 
nights, at least 50 percenrof the crowd 
was unchurched, Erwin said. 

Since then, the church has hosted 
classes explaining baptism to new 
Christians. It also is following up on a 
list of 40 inactive members and 160 
non-members who responded to the 
crusade. 

"A lot of these people have never 
been to church before,'' the pastor 
said. "We have to keep following up 
and working with them." 

Founded by power lifter J.ohn Ja-
-cobs, the Dallas-based Power Team 
travels nationwide performing feats of 
strength as a warm-up to an evange­
listic message. One featured Erwin 
lying on a bed of nails as team mem­
bers smashed a 300-pound block of 
ice on his chest. 

Power Team members also visited 
nine public schools to present anti­
drug assemblies. That drew letters of 
appreciation from state and local offi­
cials. Other community involvement 
included financial support from 30 
businesses and an endorsement from 
the county Drug Advisory Council. 

The event's lasting impact has 
been the interest it stimulated in the 
church youth group, said Youth Min­
ister John Mitchell. 

"We have a lot more enthusiasm 
and excitement," he said. "I compare 
it to taking a mission trip and not leav­
ing town. It allowed us to involve a 
lot more people. 

"We didn't want this to be a recre­
ational thing for First Baptist, but get­
ting people back to Christ." 

One of the more positive aspects 
wasn't what happened on stage, he 

said, but how team members devel­
oped relationships with the youth. 

Forty teenagers were among the 
more than 100 volunteers who helped 
stage the event. Those becoming 
Christians included an unlikely pros­
pect, a 20-year-old man who grew up 
in the church. 

"He had been through the youth 
group but never made a decision,'' 
said Mitchell. "I think the Power 
Team helped him see his need. They 
spoke of their past and where they've 
been. Hearing their testimonies, I 
think many saw their need for Christ." 

Erwin said he's ·thrilled by the re­
sults from the crusade. 

"Most traditional revivals don't 
reach the unchurched and the un­
saved," he said. ''This was unique, but 
you have to use changing methods for 
changing times." 

Retiring missionaries from Kentucky total-248 years of service 
RICHMOND, Va.-Eight Ken­

tuckians were honored at a June 1 rec­
ognition service for retiring Southern 
Baptist foreign missionaries. 

Together the eight Kentuckians 
devoted 248 years of service through 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission 
Board. 

Grundy and Jean Janes retired June 
1. Both are Louisville natives and 
graduates of Georgetown College. He 
also is a graduate of Southern Baptist 

• Theological Seminary. She is a grad­
uate of the University of Kentucky. 

Appointed by the FMB in 1966, 
they served their entire career at the 
Baptist Academy in Temuco, Chile, 
where he was assistant director and 
then director and she was head of the 
English department. 

The Janeses currently reside in 

Grundy and Jean Janes 

Georgetown. 
Wendell and Betty Smith will re­

tire in October. Both are graduates of 
Campbellsville University and Geor­
getown College. He also is a graduate 
of Southern Seminary. 

Both are Rineyville natives. Before 
appointment as a missionary, he was 
pastor of Riverview Baptist Church in 
Berry. 

Appointed by the FMB in 1967, 
the Smiths served 20 years in Lam­
pung, Indonesia, and then transferred 
to the Philippines. In both countries 
they did general evangelism work. 
They started the first Baptist church­
es in Lampung. 

The Smiths currently reside in 
Rineyville. 

Stanley and Patricia Crabb retired 
May 1. He is a Louisville native: she 

Wendell and Betty Smith 

is from Hopkinsville. 
Both are graduates of the Univer­

sity of Louisville. He also is a gradu­
ate of Southern Seminary, and she is 
a graduate of Bethel College. 

Prior to missionary appointment, 
he was pastor of White Plains Mis­
sionary Baptist Church in White 
Plains. 

Appointed by the FMB in 1958, 
the Crabbs served 27 years in media 
evangelism inltaly. In 1986, he be­
came director of European Baptist 
Press Service, which was based in 
Ruschlikon, Switzerland, and Ham­
burg, Germany. 

The Crabbs currently reside in 
Hopkinsville. 

Bill and Ruth Thomas retired Feb. 
1. He is a Cadiz native; she is from 
Lone Oak. 

Stanley and Patricia Crabb 

Both are graduates of Murray State 
University, and he also is a graduate 
of Southern Seminary. 

Prior to missionary service, he was 
pastor of Woodburn Baptist Church 
in Woodburn. 

After appointment by the FMB in 
1963, the Thomases served through 
1977 in Malaysia, where they both 
taught in a seminary and he served as 
seminary president. They served two 
years in Munich, Germany, where he 
was pastor of an English-language 
church. Later they moved to Bangkok, 
Thailand, where they both taught at 
Thailand Baptist Theological Semi­
nary. Since 1984 they have served in 
France, where he was pastor of an 
English-speaking church. 

The Thomases currently live in 
Cadiz. 

Bill and Ruth Thomas 

BLUEGRASS BURGO □ 

■ This spring 520 
students graduated from 
Kentucky Baptist 
Colleges. Campbellsville 
College had 202 
-graduates M?y 10. John 
Chowning, pastor of 
Saloma Baptist Church 
in Taylor County, was 
the speaker. Clear Creek 
Bible College had 16 
graduates May 9. 
Retired professor Earl 
Clark was the speaker. 
Cumberland College had 
134 graduates May 17. 
Eastern Kentucky 
businessman Vernon 
Coopetwas the speaker. 
Georgetown College had 
168 graduates May 10. 
Paul Fiddes, chairman of 
the board of faculty of 
theology at Regents Park 
College of Oxford 
University in England, 
was the speaker: 

■ John Hack, father of 
Anna Mary Birdwell, an 
associate with Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary 
Union, died June 7. He 
was a member of First 
Baptist Church of 
Leitchfield. In lieu of 
flowers, expressions of 
sympathy may be given 
to the Kentucky WMU 
Heritage Fund or 
Kentucky Baptist Home 
for Children. 
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Liberal thinking 
Your editorial "Let's boycott chau­

vinism, not the Bible" (May 27, page 
5) was another disappointment. Your 
criticism of seminary presidents Al 
Mohler, Paige Patterson and Mark 
Coppenger was unwarranted. You re­
fer to the suggested changes in the 
Bible as a "gender-accurate" NIV 
translation. Why couldn't you be hon­
est and call it what it really is, an ef­
fort to feminize the Holy Bible? 

You state that Fal­
well, Patterson, Mohler 
and Coppenger are lead­
ing the effort to scare 
Zondervan away from 
printing the NIV femi­
nist version. You can 
add my name to that list 
and many other South­
ern Baptists I know. If 
you would take time and 
get out of the Louisville 
area that has been propa­
gandized for years by the W estem 
Recorder under the biased liberal 
thinking of C.R. Daley, Marv Knox 
and Mark Wingfield you'd know that 
the majority of Baptists in Kentucky 
don't subscribe to the feminizing of 
Holy Scripture, and neither do God­
fearing Southern Baptists across the 
United States. 

You and your liberal crowd like to 
toss out the name of Jerry Falwell to 
entice readers to go along with your 
theories. Falwell isn't the devil your 
crowd thinks he is; rather, Jerry is a 
highly respected minister of the gos­
pel, a leader in the conservative move­
ment and a friend of Southern Bap­
tists everywhere who believe in the · 
infallible word of God handed down 
by our fathers who at times paid with 
their lives to ensure the purity of the 
word. 

I have no doubt that God's hand is 
on Mohler, Patterson and Coppenger 
and others who are standing on the 
ramparts in defense of the Bible. I'll 
stand with them on God's side. 

I realize you'll not print anything 
that goes against your stripe, but I 
wanted you to know how disgusted I 
was to read your editorial. I realize that 
this letter may be a wee bit mean-spir­
ited, but the Lord wasn't -too sweet 
when he chased the wicked men from 
the temple. 

Lawrence H. Langford 
Cincinnati 

Money contrast 
I found it interesting, to say the 

Sin: The silent killer 
The downside of being in my pro­

fession is that you see a lot of people 
acting in ways completely contrary to 
their best interests. With regularity 

OPINION 
a111m1111w1111.--1r~111 

least, that the article regarding the 
North American Mission Board trust­
ees, executive salaries, etc. and the 
news article stating that lack of vol­
unteers threatens to derail four Rus-
• sian mission trips were facing each 
other in the May 27 issue of the West­
em Recorder. 

Does the cost of $2,175 per person 
hinder volunteers in a denomination 
that can afford executive annual sala­
ries ranging from $75,000 to 
$210,000? Yes, I know there are many 

factors to be considered, 
but it does make some 
folk wonder how we 
spend our mission mon­
ey. 

Does such informa­
tion even impact the del­
icate question of Coop­
erative Program alloca­
tion percentages? 

Bill R. Tichenor 
Princeton 

Summer plans 
For most pupils, school is out. All 

the feverish preparation for gradua­
tion, assemblies, final confirmed re­
ports of ready-or-not promotion to the 
next level are concluded. Most parents 
have a quandary: what to do with the 
kids. 

This freedom from regimentation 
of the classroom seems, at first, a joy 
and anticipation for our children to at 
last do as they please for two or more 
months. However, when they return 
in the fall, they will have forgotten 
most of what they learned in the 
spring. A teacher has to re-teach a 
great deal of what was presented dur­
ing the former semester. 

Parents, as a former classroom 
teacher, I plead with you: Do not al­
low your youngsters to throw away 
their vacation. If you haven't already, 
initiate opportunities for your chil­
dren's well-being. Take them to va­
cation Bible school. Read them sto­
ries from the Bible. Send them to a 
Christian camp. Take them to the li­
brary and encourage them to read a 
specified number of books during the 
summer. 

Give them wholesome, meaning­
ful tasks suited to their age. Chores 
around the house will give them re­
sponsibility and confidence in their 
own capability, even if they should 
protest. See that they go to church, or 
better, take them with you. Build on 
their Christian values. Youth need 
guidance from you. Assert your par­
ent-power. Take a vacation that will 

;' 

pression of the sin. We can recognize 
sin in its most obvious examples: 
murder, adultery, drunkenness, etc. 
Those kinds of sins shout obscenely 

and draw attention 

help them grow and have reverence 
for God's magnificent majesties out­
doors. It is up to you to avoid their 
frittering away their summer. 

Flanders Field 

Edith Oldham 
Louisville 

In 1919, in the town of Waregem, 
school children ages 6-12 began a 
tradition in Flanders Field, an Amer­
ican military cemetery in Belgium, 
that has lived on. Each year, a me­
morial service is held on the U.S. 
Memorial Day, and the children 
gather to sing the American Nation­
al Anthem. 

This year, under a beauµful blue 
sky with bright sunshine, 1,000 per­
sons gathered in Flanders Field to re­
member and pay tribute to the 368 
U.S. soldiers who died in World 
War I. 

On this day our thoughts were 
drawn to what can happen when one 
group of people decides they are su­
perior to another. The ravages of war 
bring human tragedy after human 
tragedy. When one group of people 
decides others should not be free, the 
cost of tyranny and oppression is al­
most beyond description. 

• As the poem "In Flanders Field" 
was read, we were mindful of the new 
democracies in Europe and the moral 
obligation we have to see that they 
succeed. 

We were mindful, too, that 50 
years ago this year, the U.S. initiated 
the Marshall Plan which would re­
build and restore Europe. Among the 
many reasons for such a plan was the 
realization that it is much cheaper to 
prevent war than to kill people. _ 

We are reminded of how the world 
becomes smaller each day. Our lives 
are intertwined as never before with 
people whose traditions, culture and 
defining stories are different from our 
own. 

As we think of doing missions in 
the 21st century, we must have the 
determination to understand missions 
in terms of relationship. 

After 20 years of living outside the 
U.S., we have come to understand that 
the mission of the church is primarily 
to be in relationship with others, to 
give and receive from those whom 
God places before us, to reach out and 
join hands across all frontiers, and to 
be partners in creating a world based 
upon the inviting and welcoming spirit 
we glimpse in Jesus Christ. 

Lonnie and Fran Turner 
. Brussels, Belgium 

they can walk the path 
of self-destruction and 
hardly bat an eye. It 
still disappoints me to 
see it, but I sadly have 

MINISTERIALLY 
SPEAKING 

readily. But the prob­
lem behind the sin is 
always more severe. 

must be beware of. We may all avoid 
the gross and obvious sins. We may 
sit supremely self-justified, thanking 
God that we are not like other men. 
Yet if the heart is impure, if we are 
clouded by avarice, arrogance, back­
biting, etc., then we are still far from 
the kingdom. 

Sin remains the most dangerous _ 
silent killer of all. So perform a heart 
check-up this week. Ask God to help 
you see the areas of your life that still 
need redemption and forgiveness. Let 
the light of God's Spirit reveal the at­
titudes and resentments that keep you 
from being all God wants you to be. 
Repent and live. 

to say I am no longer surprised. 
Dealing with the problem is tricky. 

No one likes to be told they are in the 
wrong. Consequently, no true proph­
et ever won awards for winning 
friends and influencing peo1;>le. 

But the most diffic1,1lt part of the 
problem to root out almost always has 
nothing to do with the physical ex-

That is the point 
of Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on 
the Mount. He condemned murder, 
of course, but he also warned of the 
more subtle dangers of hatred, No 
one could possibly justify adultery, 
but Jesus taught us to beware of lust. 
He always took us to the heart of the 
matter. 

So here is the special danger we 

Terry Ellis, pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Murray 
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Trouble? We've got trouble 
& it really does come in threes 

SHESAID It's true: Trouble comes in threes. 
I know because we experienced a trio 

of household repairs over three days last 
week. 

First, the clothes dryer stopped 
drying Saturday evening. Considering 
the fact that it has run non-stop since 
the boys were born five years ago, this 
was not surpising. Mark bought the 
repair manual a long time ago and has 

Alison Wingfield rebuilt both the washer and dryer 
several times over. 

We couldn't buy the needed part on Sunday, so that put 
us into Monday evening. 

I spent part of Sunday afternoon at a Laundromat drying 
clothes. I actually got to sit down and read uninterrupted for 
close to an hour. Thank you, Sears Parts Center, for being 
closed on Sundays. 

Trouble No. 2 struck Monday morning, as. I was getting 
the boys ready to go to swimming lessons. Our upstairs 
carbon monoxide detector began blasting an intense sound 
every 5-10 minutes. Swimming lessons wouldn't wait, so we 
left the house anyway, hoping it would still be there when we 
got back. 

Upon our return, I finally found the manual (after 
searching high and low and everywhere in between) and 
discovered the sounds piercing our ears were "early 

• warnings." I also discovered you shouldn't place the detector 
'close to a bath(oom, exactly where ours was. But just to be 
on the safe side, I. scheduled a technician for tti.e nE!,xt day. 
.And, 6p~ried ~IL the ',doors'. and~window~. A,:i,a s·~eh( ni,o~~ at, . ; 
the day outside. • 

While checking the furnace in the basement for a gas leak, 
however, I stepped in trouble No. 3: A leaky pipe running 
from the hot water heater. 

So, I called the plumber. The furnace technician already 
was scheduled for Tuesday, so the plumber had to wait 
another day. One repairman a day is enough. 

HESAID In our marriage, Alison and I share 
responsibility for trouble: She discovers 
it and I have to fix it. 

Her track record probably is better 
than mine, though. Except for the 
washer and dryer; I've learned how to 
repair them out of necessity. I want to 
keep the Maytag repairman lonely. 

. The only person you wait on more 
than a repairman is a doctor. 

Mark Wingfield Unfortunately, I got a dose of that on 
Monday afternoon before going home to 

play repairman. After sitting one hour and 15 minutes in the 
doctor's waiting room to get a prescription for a sinus 
infection, I decided I would have been better off calling the 
repairman and doctoring myself. 

Nevertheless, as a faithful husband and wannabe toolman, 
I took up the challenge of troubles No. 1 and No. 2 with as 
much enthusiasm as I could muster. Fortunately for me, the 
plumbing problem turned out to be more serious than I could 
handle without learning how to use a blowtorch. I had neither 
the time nor the insurance coverage to risk that. 

So I was left with the dryer that wouldn't dry. It was a 
simple matter, really. The heating element had stopped 
heating. All the rest of the parts worked fine: the drum spun, 
the knobs turned, the air blew. But the clothes stayed wet. 

It reminded me how our lives sometimes operate as we .go 
through the motions of spinning and blowing and turning 
without any source of heat. Like the broken dryer, we don't 
really do any good, even. though we appear to be working hard. 

That problem is easy to fix too: We simply must reconnect 
to God, our source of energy, and let the warmth of his Spirit 
blow through us. 

OPINION 
Who will embrace homeless Baptists? 

Over the next two weeks, Southern Baptists will 
gather at two major national meetings for inspira­
tion, business and fellowship. 

The annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in Dallas and the general assembly of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship in Louisville for the 
most part will draw mutually exclusive crowds; be­
cause of the political differences between the two 

These are people who, like it or not, find the 
changes in the SBC distasteful but who find the Fel­
lowship equally distasteful. 

These Baptists perceive SBC leaders as too 
closed-minded and exclusive and Fellowship lead­
ers as too open-minded and inclusive. They per­
ceive themselves as falling somewhere in between 
these two extremes-in territory no formal South­

groups, few people will attend both 
meetings. EDITORIAL 

ern Baptist organization currently 
claims. 

But many more people purposely will 
stay away from both meetings, even though they 
might have the resources and time to attend either 
or both. Call these people "homeless Southern Bap­
tists." 

Eighteen years after the fight for control of the 
SBC began in earnest, Southern Baptists have di­
vided into two clear camps, with the so-called "con­
servatives" basking in the glow of a redirected SBC 
and the so-called "moderates" building new enter­
prises to replace the ones they feel they have lost. 
Both these groups are easily identifiable-and per­
haps too easily labeled. 

But there's a third group, the homeless Southern 
Baptists, that has no annual meeting and no organi­
zation and isn't so easily identified. You don't join 
this group by an action, but by default. 

The problem is that both the SBC and the Fel­
lowship have defined themselves in contrast to each 

•• ·other,' so that neither group· reaches beyond itself to 
effectively encompass the vast middle ground. Both 
groups perceive themselves as mainstream and on 
middle ground, but in reality a number of Baptists 
don't see it that way. 

Almost overlooked in the promotion of both the 
SBC and the Fellowship are those pastors, church 
leaders and average church members who feel no 
strong identity with either group. Sure, they still give 
their money one way or the other, but they have no 
passion for denominational causes. 

The unforgivable sin 

Denominationally speaking, these 
Baptists don't feel at home anywhere. 

Some of these homeless Baptists are pastors and 
church staff members who feel tom between their 
personal convictions and the positions they think 
necessary to safeguard their careers. Others are gift­
ed academics who can't meet the litmus test to teach 
in SBC seminaries today yet are equally spumed 
by the new Fellowship-supported seminaries. 

Some are talented laypeople who once would 
have become trustees of national agencies but real­
ize they're not politically motivated enough to be 
nominated for service on SBC or Fellowship-relat­
ed boards. Others are laypeople who believe they 
have better things to do and are asking the Rodney 
King question: "Can't we all just get along?" 

Maybe it's a naive question. Or maybe these 
homeless Baptists are the first casualties of a post­
denominational age. Or perhaps these unaligned 
~aptists sym~olize the loss of our denominational 
mnocence. 

It's not likely to happen either in Dallas or Lou­
isville, but leaders of the SBC and the Fellowship 
alike ought to spend some time searching out an­
swers to these questions- asking who will make a 
home for the homeless. 

Who will be able to involve these uninvolved 
Baptists? Who will be able to call the homeless 
home, not just in words but in deeds? 

- Mark Wingfield 

By Carey Newman 

My friend caught my eye and mo­
tioned for me to come over. "You 
know my daughter recently made 
public her commitment to Christ," he 

places actually mentions four unfor­
givable sins. But all four sins hold one 
thing in common. 

God to the Evil One. Again, it is an 
outright denial of the power at work 
in Jesus . . 

I Finally, Jesus in Luke's Gospel 
repeatedly pronounces judgment upon 
those who refuse to listen and respond 
to the urgency of his message. Jesus 
is God's final word and should not be 
ignored. began. 

I The Sermon on the Mount of 
Matthew's Gospel indicates that if we 
do not forgive others, then we will not 

"Her hunger to un­
derstand has been insa­
tiable. She is constantly 
asking questions about 
salvation, God and what 
it means to be a Chris­
tian. Last Sunday morn­
ing's New Testament 
Bible reading mentioned 
the sin that could not be 

lf:4 
be forgiven. This should 
not be uriderstood in a 
way that implies we earn 
our salvation; rather, 
Jesus is saying we 
should forgive others 
because we have been 
forgiven and that our re­
fusal to forgive is a sign 
that we have rejected for­
giveness. 

What do these four sins- to be 
unforgiving of others, to deny the in­
carnation, to blaspheme against the 
Holy Spirit and to refuse to listen to 
the gospel- have in common? Just 
this: they all reflect a conscious deci­
sion to reject God and Jesus and the 
grace offered through Jesus. To com­
mit the unpardonable sin is simply to 
make up your mind, once and for all, 
to w~ away from God. 

~ 
forgiven. On the way . 

• home from church she began to ask-. 
me questions about that. I did the two­
step, simply because I was not sure 
myself what the verse meant. But I 
could tell by the tone of her voice and 
the fear in her eyes that she was 
scared, scared she might commit such 
a sin. Just what is the unforgivable 
sin?" 

The New Testament in different 

I Denial of the reality 
of the incarnation is an unforgivable 
sin for 1 John. When we deny that 
God was in Christ (that Christ was 
God in the flesh) we are denying that 
God's love and forgiveness have been 
made known and extended to us. 

I Mark' s Gospel records Jesus as 
saying blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit is unforgivable. Blasphemy 
here means to attribute the acts of 

I told my friend to sleep well, be­
cause his daughter's hunger to know 
about what it means to be a Christian 
and the tenderness of her heart indi­
cates she is right where she needs to 
be-in the loving hands of God. The 
unpardonable sin is the conscious 
decision to put oneself out of God's 
reach and to refuse every offer of his 
forgiveness. 
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OPINION· 
Is ·death penalty consistent' with ·'pro~life'' ethic? 

So odious to God is 
murder that he 
commands the 

ultimate penalty 
(death) for those 

who unjustly shed 
the blood of 

another human 
being. 

Ben Mitchell 

When I focus 
• closely on Jesus, 
meditating on his 

teachings, 
ministry and 

deeds, his 
incarnation, death 
and resurrection, I 
find it difficult to 

see a compatibility 
between my Savior 

and the death 
penalty. 

David Gushee 

~ .... :::.--_ ; 

YES 
By Ben Mitchell 

The doctrine of the 
sanctity of human life is 

affirmed so convincingly in both bib­
lical revelation and American juris­
prudence that pragmatic reasons alone 
could not possibly justify capital pun­
ishment. 

That is, even if it can be shown that 
the death penalty is a deterrent or is 
less expensive than life imprisonment, 
those reasons by themselves are insuf­
ficient to vindicate its use. In light of 
the sacredness of human life, the only 
justifiable warrant for capital punish­
ment is the will of God. 

What does the Bible say about the 
death penalty? A quick perusal of the 
Old Testament demonstrates that cap­
ital punishment was practiced in Isra­
el by divine command. The death pen­
alty was required for murder (Exodus 
21: 12-14 ), offering human sacrifice 

• (Leviticus 20:2), witchcraft (Exodus 
22:18) and at least 15 other crimes. 

Some argue, however, that the 
command to execute such criminals 
was given only to Israel, for a limited 
time, in a particular context. Yet the 
fact that. God ordained the use of cap­
ital punishment shows that it is not 
intrinsically abhorrent to God. In fact, 
to disregard God's command to exe­
cute those guilty of capital crimes was 
itself detestable to God. 

• Even before Israel existed, prior to 
the giving of the Ten Commandments 
and establishment of the Holiness 

NO 
By David Gushee 

I readily concede · 
that the pro-capital pun­

ishment position is the majority voice 
in Christian tradition, at least since the 
4th·century. It continues to be favored 
by most evangelical Christians, by the 
American public and by any politician 

• who wants to be elected. 
Thus in arguing against the death 

penalty I am taking the minority posi­
tion. My argument will be a success 
if it causes even one Christian to take 
a fresh look at the issue. 

I will ground my pro-life/anti­
death penalty position in two main 
arguments. 
■ God says "You shall not kill" 
(Exodus 20:13). 

A Christian is "pro-life" not be­
cause that phrase makes a nice politi­
cal slogan but on the basis of Scrip­
ture. The biblical text that fundamen­
tally grounds a pro-life position is the 
sixth commandment. 

It is true that the Hebrew word 
here, "rasah," is normally translated 
"murder" rather than "kill." Thus, 
many say, the command prohibits pri­
vate murder rather than God-approved 
forms of killing, like capital punish­
ment. However, biblical scholars are 
not at all convinced the matter is that 
clear, noting development in the 
meaning of the term over time. At 
least once "rasah" is used for capital 
punishment (Numbers 35:30). 
Brevard Childs' important commen­
tary on Exodus is one that translates 
the phrase as I have. 

A theological/moral reading of this 
text is as ii:riportant as an exegetical 
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• Code in Israel God ordained for all mine to avenge; I will repay, says the 
times the practice of capital punish- Lord." At the same time, in Romans 
ment. Following the great flood, the 13, God gives permission to the civil 
holy God re-established his covenant authority to execute the death penal­
with humanity through Noah. ty. We are told that the government is 

In Genesis 9:5-6, we have a clear to be a "terror" to those who do wrong 
affirmation of capital punishment: (v. 3). Moreover, the text says the civil 
"And for your lifeblood I will surely ruler is "God's servant to do you good. 
demand an accounting. I will demand But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
an accounting from every animal. And does not bear the sword for nothing. 
from each man, too, I will demand an He is God's servant, an agent of wrath 
accounting for the life of his fellow to bring punishment on the wrongdo­
man. Whoever sheds the blood of er" (v. 4). 
man, by man shall his blood be shed; The "sword" is not necessarily 
for in the image of God has God made only an instrument of execution, but 
man." it is at least an instrument of execu-

What is most striking here is that tion (see also Romans 8:35; Acts 12:2, 
the sacredness of human life as creat- and Revelation 13: 10 where the word 
ed in the image of God not only does "sword" refers to lethal force). And 
not prohibit the death penalty, but is the punishment of evildoers is to be a 
its raison d'~tre. deterrent to others, making them 

Note that in the preceding verses "afraid" to do evil themselves. 
God told Noah and his descendants As the writer of Ecclesiastes put it: 
they have permission to kill animals "When the sentence for a crime is not 
for food. But the killing of another quickly carried out, the hearts of the 
human being is strictly forbidden be- people are filled with schemes to do 
.cause human life, unlike animal life, wrong." 
images God. So odious to God is mur- The biblical witness indicates, 
der that he commands the ultimate _· therefore, that (1) murder is the un­
penalty (death) for those who unjust- just taking of human life; (2) God 
ly shed the blood of another human mandated the death penalty for mur­
being. der; (3) the sanctity of human life de-

In Romans 13:1-7, we are told who mands capital punishment for those 
has rightful authority to carry out cap- who murder; and ( 4) civil government 
ital punishment under the New Cove- is the only institution authorized to 

nant. Romans n;;;;; =••=-••;;=~n e;x.ecute murder-12: 19 clearly II ers. • 
fo,b;d, private 

2 
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Even though 
vengeance: "It 1s ____ the overwhelm-

re-reading: Pro­
life Christians 
argue strenuous­
ly for a recovery 
of the sacred­
ness of human 
life, made in the image of God. We 
note the unprecedented rate of slaugh­
ter of human beings in our century 
through war, genocide, forced starva­
tion, "ethnic cleansing," state-spon­
sored purges, world hunger and so on. 
In our own country we recoil at mass 
abortion, gang killings, random mur­
ders (20,000 a year), domestic vio­
lence, child abuse, infanticide and the 
casual depictions of murder and may­
hem in our media. 

Pope John Paul II was correct in 
labeling ours "a culture of death." In 
the midst of a culture of death, Chris­
tians must work to create a renewed 
zeal for the sacredness of every hu­
man life. On this, pro-life Christians 
are passionately agreed. 

It is hard for some of us to believe 
the creation of a culture of life is fos­
tered by advocacy of the death penal­
ty. For when Christians assent to the 
death penalty- the state-sponsored 
gassing, hanging, electrocuting or poi­
soning of another human being- we 
assent to death rather than to life. 
■ Jesus Christ and the death 
penalty are incompatible. 

Everyone agrees that Jesus Christ 
is the heart of the Christian faith. Pro­
life Christians believe their convic­
tions are grounded in Jesus Christ; 
from my perspective, they are. 

Yet it is not as if one can find a 
text in which Jesus says "Abortion is 
wrong'.' or "My followers should be 

~':'[ ... ·•.:-:: ,:t 

pro-life." The 
"Jesus-ground­
ing" of the pro­
life position is 
broader and 
deeper than that. 

It has to do with the ove.rall meaning 
of the person andworkof Jesus Christ. 

It is at this level that Jesus-based 
opposition to capital punishment is 
grounded. When I focus closely on 
Jesus, meditating on his teachings, 
ministry and deeds, his incarnation, 
death and resurrection, I find it diffi­
cult to see a compatibility between my 
Savior and the death penalty. 

Jesus ministered to those hated and 
devalued by everyone else. He saved 
the adulterous woman from being 
stoned to death even though that was 
the required penalty. He commanded 
ministry to the imprisoned. He 
preached that God desires that every 
sinner should reflrrn to him. He em­
phasized peacemaking, the vicious 
cycles we get in that keep us from 
making peace and the need to take 
initiatives to forgive and be recon­
ciled. He demanded and incarnated 
mercy. He announced the inaugura­
tion in his person of the Kingdom of 
God, in which Satan's power would 
be broken and God's effective reign 
restored, on earth as it is in heaven. 

. By his incarnation he demonstrat­
ed the value of human life as a ·whole 
and of each individual human life. He 
died as an innocent victim of capital 
punishment misapplied, and by that 
death he atoned for the sins of every 
human being .. In his resurrection God 
demonstrated the ultimate victory of 
God's kirtidbm of life over the king-

ing majority of Americans (including 
most evangelical Christians) favor 
capital punishment, majoritarianism 
does not justify its _practice. Only di­
vine command can vindicate its use. 

Furthermore, there are evident in­
justices in the American court system. 
In a relatively few cases, innocent peo­
ple are on death row. Discriinination 
exists in the system, so that it is more 
likely that poor minorities will be re­
ceive a capital judgment than wealth­
ier Caucasians. Extraordinarily 
lengthy and expensive appeals pro­
cesses follow sentences to capital pun­
ishment. 

These realities do not mitigate 
against capital punishment per se. 
Rather, they argue strongly for court 

• reform and prison reform. Justice and 
equity are demanded by God. 

Those who favor capital punish­
ment must do so, in my view, with the 
qualification that court and prison re­
form be high on the agenda. While we 
may be on good exegetical grounds 
in favoring the death penalty, we must 
be equally forthright in calling for sys­
temic reforms. Perhaps even more 
importantly, we have a .moral obliga­
tion to bring the gospel to those who 
are facing the death penalty. 

~, 

Ben Mitchell teaches Christian eth­
ics at Southern Baptist Theol,ogical . 
Seminary in Louisville and is a con­
sultant on bio-medical ethics with the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission 

dom of death that we human beings 
have created. God's Son is about life, 
holistically understood (John 10: 10). 

I am among those pro-life Chris­
tians who find capital punishment 
incompatible with this Jesus. In do­
ing so we are attempting to recover 
not only Jesus but also the ethic of 
the earliest followers of Jesus, be­
fore the link between Christianity 
and political power was made in the 
4th century A.D. , at which time the 
early church's revulsion against kill­
ing was lost, with tragic conse­
quences. 

The pro-life movement in the Unit­
ed States is driven by a relatively new 
coalition that includes Roman Catho­
lics, evangelical Protestants, Eastern 
Orthodox, conservative Jews, moral­
ly concerned secularists and others. 
These groups disagree on many things 
but function as a coalition on many 
moral concerns. 

When it comes to capital punish­
ment, this group divides. The position 
I am articulating does represent the 
viewpoint of a minority of evangeli­
cal Protestants, the official Roman 
Catholic church and some others, and 
has attracted growing support in re­
cent years. 

The issue of capital punishment 
may be "settled" from a political per­
spective; but many serious Christians 
continue to debate it. This is among 
the reasons why Baptists need to re­
visit •t. 

David Gushee teaches religion and 
Christian ethics at Union University 
in Jackson, Tenn., and is an authority 
on the Holocaust. 

·flit ~-'/f. C. 
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Kentucky muck-busters called to ·help N.D. dig out 
Continued from page 1 
had in Georgia. 

For Shirley Cosley, North Dako-
•. ta-born-and-bred, whose two-story 

brown shingle house on Walnut Street 
had water filling the basement and lap­
ping at the first floor, the mud-out 
team was a godsend- unexpected and 
much needed. 

When she returned home after the 
flood, she found her basement had at 
least six inches of mud topped with 
worms. 

Understandably, Cosley, 48 and a 
mother of three, felt overwhelmed 
when she started the clean-up. Other 
homeowners on the street hired pro­
fessional cleaners at $10-$12 an hour 
per person. Cosley, who ran a daycare 
center in her house, had lost her source 
of income. 

The Baptists try to concentrate 
their efforts on the neediest- single 
parents, the elderly, the poor. Hinton 
and other Kentuckians, with reinforce­
ments from Baptist churches in Min­
nesota, showed up dressed in rubber 
boots, rubber gloves, yellow overalls, 
face masks and yellow caps. They 
were armed with hoses, brooms, 
squeegees, shovels, pumps and high­
pressure sprayers. 

THANKS Shirley Cosley hugs Bill Hinton after he and other Kentucky Brotherhood volunteers cleaned her basement. About 20 Kentucky 
Baptists traveled to Grand Forks, N.D., to help with mud-out projects. (RNS photos) 

Their services are free. 
Noticing how unfazed Hinton 

seemed to be, Cosley said, "He knows 
what he's walking into. I don't have 
to tell him. It's a big relief, that they're 
so capable. This has changed me, I can 
see the light." ' . , 

What makes the job overwhelm­
ing, even with help, is that it isn't mud, 
exactly, that's on the floor. A more 
accurate word is "muck," but that's 
still erring on the polite side. What's 
coating Grand Forks looks just like the 
black earth that makes the eastern 
quarter of North Dakota such a good 
place for growing wheat and sugar 
beets and potatoes. But mixed in with 
that rich soil you-find decaying food, 
leaked heating oil, spilled household 
cleaners, pesticide and feftilizer run­
off from farmland, sewage overflow 
and the remains of cattle that didn't 
make it to high ground. 

When the mud-out workers take 
off their gloves to eat, they wash their 
hands in a bleach and water solution. 
At the end of the day they take a hot 
soapy shower, finished off with a rinse 
with the same bleach solution. 

Mud-out isn't the Baptists' only 

work. They've supplied three huge 
trucks for feeding people, a service 
they've provided since Hurricane 
'Beulah in 1967, and their newest ser­
vice--childcare so parents can get 
back to work. 
. The flood work at Cosley' s house, 
however mucky, was a piece of cake 
compared to what Hinton and the 
team and 17 college-age Americorps 
kids had faced the week before, sev­
en days of smell-hell that quickly be­
came a part of mud-out lore. Seven 
days is a long time for the mud-out 
team to spend in one place. Most of 
their jobs take one or two days; in the 
two weeks before tackling Cosley ' s 
house, the team had finished cleaning 
41 basements. 

The job that cons~med seven days 
was cleaning a downtown mission that 
had housed 60 homeless men, a quar­
ter mile from the river. The team first 
had to tum a fire hose on a foot of 
particularly thick mud, then stir it up 
with brooms to thin it enough for the 
pump to suck up. They lugged out 
waterlogged dry-wall, along with in­
sulation and the ceiling they'd tom 
down. 

STINKY WORK Nelson Rumore, director of the Grand Forks Mission, stands in front of 
the building where workers found a disgusting site: two walk-in freezers full of rotted 
food. 

Unfortunately, that was the easy opportunity to help her and asked him 
part. Hinton and his team, supple- "to give Shirley the grace to put her 
mented by the college kids from Ame- life together. Perhaps she will look 
ricorps, were appalled when someone back and say, 'Lord, this was a bless­
opened the door of what turned out to ing.'" 
be a walk-in freezer, about 8-by-10 Klein asked Cosley to come to 
foet. Sunday Baptist services. But Hinton 

The power in the mission had been · later said firmly, "We don't prosely­
off since April 18, the freezer door had tize. We encourage them to go to 
been closed until May 21. In the freez- church, but the church of their 
er they found 1,000 pounds of spoiled choice." 
butter, giant hunks of cheese, and ex- Though they are the largest Prot­
tremely miscellaneous lunch meats. estant denomination in the United 
The mud-out team brought in eight States, the Southern Baptists are for­
quarts of Pine-Sol to mask the smell, eigners here. A day that the North 
in vain. Dakotans find unusually mild seems 

A few hours later they found a sec- cold and windy to them, and they can't 
ond walk-in freezer, with 100 once- stop wondering at the flatness. Most 
frozen turkeys. They filled two large people up here are Lutheran or Cath­
and six small Dumpsters with bad olic; Cosley is a Methodist. There are 
food. A week later the smell was still scarcely 1,000 Baptists out of a popu-
sickening. lation of 50,000. 

Mike Klein, 60, from Lexington, Back at the national Brotherhood 
the chief who trains and deploys the Commission office in Memphis, Jim 
mud-out team, described the odor Burton, director of volunteer mobili­
clinging to the mission: "It was like zation, said sharing Christianity is part 
something dead for a spelr and then of the work. "It is not uncommon for 
dug up." us to meet someone who is a seeker. 

Klein has worked a lot of disasters. Then we will have the opportunity to 
He and his wife, Wanda, now 68, met lead someone to Christ." 
in 1992 at Hurricane Andrew, when Domestic mud-out is not Hinton' s 
both were recently widowed. It was a favorite mission. "You couldn't pay 
year later in flooded Quincy, ill., that me to do this work," he said. Y•'s the 
they fell in love. , smell; "I never get used to it; it aiways 

A flood, Mike Klein observed, is a bothers me." 
disaster that hangs around a while. "I Hinton began his disaster work in 
would rather go through a fire and re- Hurricane Andrew. He has been on 
build," he said. "Knowing what we six overseas mi~sions including three 
know, about the hidden contarnina- months in Zambia managing a 6,000 
tion, the mold behind the wood." acre farm, a stay in northern Iraq dis-

Cosley's basement drain was tributing seed and agricultural advice 
clogged with debris and didn't yield to the Kurds, and a spell in Haiti build­
to the snake, the kind of tedious ing a hospital. 
hang-up the team is used to . They So coming l,lOOrnilesdidn'tseem 
squeegeed the water over to the like a big deal to him, and he has a 
pump. Once the walls were washed ready answer to why he made the trip, 
with bleach, the • place was almost . an answer that echoes the dictionary's 
wholesome. first definition of charity- "the love 

After they hosed down all the tools of God for man or of man for his fel­
and themselves (in their yellow slick- low men." 
ers), the workers asked Cosley to join Hinton said he came to Grand 
them in a brief prayer. Hinton gave Forks "to show others the Lord loves 
thanks to God for giving them the us, and to pass the love on to others." 

What makes the 
job overwhelming, 
even with help, is 
· that it isn't mud, 
exactly, that's on 
the floor. A more 
accurate word is 
"muck," but that's 
still erring on the 
polite side. What's 
coating Grand 
Forks looks just 
like the black 
earth that makes 
the eastern quarter 
of North Dakota 
such a good place 
for growing wheat 
and sugar beets 
and potatoes. But 
mixed in with that 
rich soil you find 
decaying foo.d, 
leaked heating oil, 
spilled household 
cleaners, 
pesticide and 
fertilizer run-off 
from farmland, 
sewage overflow 
and the remains of 
cattle that didn't 
make it to high 
ground. 
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I Expect·Habitat to grow after blitz-build, Fuller says 
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SEEKING: Gracey West Union 
Baptist Church is presently searching 

• for a part-time minister of youth and 
music. If interested, please send re­
sume to: Youth and Music Search 
Committee, GWUBC, P.O. Box 143, 
Gracey, KY 42232-0143. 

TOUR: 11 days Israel and Egypt 
from your area only $2,089. Nov. 1-
11, including air, 1st class hotels, 
meals and all the sites plus experience 
you can trust. Call Judy Studie (502) 
247-8331 for a color brochure. 

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church 
is presently in the process of search­
ing for a full-time minister of youth 
and music. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, Meta Baptist Church, 
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY 
41501. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church in Mayfield, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time associate pastor with prima­
ry responsibilities in youth and chil­
dren's ministry. · Send resume to: 
Search Committee, High Poiat Bap­
tist Church, 220 Farthing St., May­
field, KY 42066. 
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Continued from page 1 
grich, Hillary Clinton and Judy Pat­
ton. 

Fuller says the project will focus 
attention on the needs in Appalachia, 
where the median value of housing is 
one-third the national average and as 
many as 16 percent of households 
have no plumbing facilities. 

"When you focus attention on a 
problem, that's the first step toward 
solving the problem." Fuller says 

For 21 years, he and Habitat have 
focused attention on the problem of 
substandard housing. 

If Habitat affiliates grow in Ken­
tucky, they will find themselves part 
of a movement that's growing at the 
rate of one new affilia,te every two 
days. 

Fuller credits Habitat's growth in 
part to what he calls the "theology of 
the hammer." 

"The 'theology of the hammer' 
means that while Christians may dif­
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THE FOUNDER AND THE AMBASSADOR Habitat for Humanity lnternational's founder 
Millardiuller (left) says he really doesn't mind that some people think Jimmy Carter 
started the organization. "Someone said it's amazing what can happen if you don't care 
who gets the credit." (Photos by Robert Baker and Julia Dean) 

fer on doctrine we can agree on the hymns while they work and pray be- we need to be as dedicated about put­
imperative to give and serve in fore meals. On Saturday, every home ting it (Christianity) back in as the sec­
Christ's name," he says. "True reli- will be dedicated with prayers and a ular press is in taking it out." 
gion has to be more than just singing new Bible for the family moving in. Habitat's rapid growth has left it 
and talking. It has to be ..--- - - --- ~ "Habitat is open and struggling to keep up in two impor-
action." • 1997 unashamed of its Chris- tant areas: leadership and materials. 

Fuller contends Habi- J1mmi, c■rt■r tian basis," Fuller said. "What I want is to make sure that 
tat has redefined ministry work P~ But that hasn't stopped we keep the strong Christian presence 
as something churches .,.- some people from trying in the ministry and keep men and 
can dci other than preach- to secularize the group women of God in the forefront of 
ing, and door-to-door • into a civic organization, leading this work," he said. 
evangelism. devoid of Christian wit- Generally, Habitat has an easier 

"Those are authentic • . ness. time recruiting volunteers than raising 
and those are valid means Hammering "That's what will capital or materials for its houses, he 
of witnessing, but those •• 111

• NIil■ probably happen in Ken- said. "If we had more material donat-
are not the only forms of . tucky," he says. Just as . ed and more money donated we could 
ministry," he says. they have done in the past, Fuller says build a lot more houses." . 

"I literally see these blitz builds as . he expects some secular media this That rieed has led to the Building 
a new and creative way to have reviv- week will cover the smiles and sweat . Our Communities Campaign, an ef­
al," he. adds. "I've said from the be- while skipping the spiritual motivation fort started 18 months ago to raise 
ginning that Habitat for Humanity is behind Habitat. • . $200 inillion for materials by the year 
a new frontier in Christian missions. 'The stuff they'll show on the tube • 2000.' Thus far, the campaign has 
It's a 'new and effective and creative will not be the presentation of the Bi- • commitments of $60 million. 
way to share the gospel ofJesus Christ ble. It will not be the singing about Fuller said he'd love to clear up • 
as we build and renovate houses for the.blood of Jesus," Fuller says. misconceptions that the organization 
needy people." Their news reports aren't wrong, just builds houses for minorities or 

During Carter work projects, • he says, just incomplete. "But what that it gives houses away. "The only 
workers hold morning devotions, sing we've got to do as an organization is thing we give away is a chance." 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor- SEEKING: Full-time youth/mu-

ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail- sic minister, Pleasant Hill Baptist 
able for vacation rental. Large pool, Church, Somerset, Ky. Send resume 
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, to: Personnel Committee, D. Wheel­
screened· porch, lovely secluded don, sec., Pleasant Hill Baptist 
beach. Weekly rates May through , Church, 1815 Clifty Road, Somerset, 
mid-December: $595. Call Pat Owen, . KY 42503. 
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897- SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
5079 (office). of music and/or youth. Send resume 

FOR SALE: Fiberglass baptistry, to: Personnel Committee, Trinity Bap­
$150; pulpit furniture set, $500. In- tist Church, 3900 Lafayette Road, 
quire at (502) 348-7661. Hopkinsville, KY 42240. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of SEEKING: Nicholasville Baptist 
music. Send resume: Personnel Com~ Church is searching for a full-time 
mittee, Gethsemane Baptist Church, minister cif youth. Send resume to: 
10400 Blue Lick Road,, Louisville, Search Committee, Nicholasville 
KY 40229. Baptist Church, 131 South Main St., 

ATTENTION: Pastors, ministers. Nicholasville, KY 40356. • 
Hundreds of churches call us each FOR SALE: Roger-Alexandria 
month looking for a pastor or minis- electronic organ, 2 manual full pedal 
ter. Call (800) 917-9599 for your con- board with spe~e.rs; excellent condi­
fidential information packet. Southern tion. Approx. $6,500. Special price to 
Baptist Ministers Staffing Service. church. Call: Elmo Martin, (502) 245-

W ANTED: Full-time staff minis- 0028. . 
ter with emphasis on youth. Send re- FOR SALE: 12 church pews, oak, 
sume to: Buena Vista Baptist Church, mediu~-dark stain, 11 feet long, re-
324 Clifty, Somerset, KY 42503, moveable seat cushions, $100 each, 
Attn: Clyde Strunk. Louisville (502) 935-1690. 

• 

. FREE: 150 Broadman Hymnals . 
( 1977). Contact Trinity Baptist 
Church, 3900 Lafayette Road, Hop­
kinsville, KY 42240, (502) 885-
6348 . 

SEEKING: Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Nancy, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time pastor. Please send resume 
to: Pastor Search Committee, 267 l 
Highway 1664, Nancy, KY 42544. 

SEEKING: Youth and activities 
minister to serve in a dynamic and 
growing church in a small town. This 
person should be in his/her late twen­
ties to late thirties, have a:t least a col­
lege education (seminary 1s preferred), 
be able to love and lead young peo­
ple, and work well with staff. If inter­
ested, please send resume to First Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 1140, Fulton, 
KY 42041. 

SEEKING: Executive director, 
Infant Resource Project. 25-30 hours 
per week, social work degree plus two 
ye~rs experience. Salary negotible. 
Respond to: Elmo Martin, 1302 N . 
Pope Lick Road, Louisville, KY 
40299. 



NATION 
Presbyterians .will debate sexuality,· ecumenical ties 

SYRACUSE, N.Y. (RNS)­
Southern Baptists .aren't the only ma- -
jor religious body holding a national 
meeting this week. 

Sexuality issues, especially the role 
of gays and lesbians in the church, are 
likely to continue to play their domi­
nant and divisive role when the Pres­
byterian Church (USA) meets for its 
annual general assembly in Syracuse, 
N.Y., June 14-21. 

"I expect this (sexuality) to be the 
most discussed and controversial as­
pect of the assembly," said Jerry Van 
Marter, director of Presbyterian News 
Service, the denomination's official 
news agency. "Although there certain­
ly are other issues vital to the church," 
he added. • 

Among those other "vital" issues 
are two major ecumenical concerns. 
The first, a relatively new issue, in­
volves developing closer ties with 
Lutherans. The second, involving the 

denomination's continued participa­
tion in the Consultation on Church 
Union, has been debated for four· de-
cades. .. 

The current controversy over sex­
uality stems from a simple three-sen­
tence statement widely known as 
"Amendment B" or "the fidelity and 
chastity amendment." 

It requires ordained church lead­
ers-deacons, elders and clergy- to 
maintain sexual fidelity if married and 
celibacy if single. While directed at all 
church leaders, Amendment B is · 
widely perceived as a means of deny­
ing church office to sexually active 
homosexuals. 

The amendment was ratified by a 
majority of the denomination's 172 
presbyteries- local jurisdictions of 
several congregations- and is expect­
ed to be given final approval, Van 
Marter said. 

Issues of sexuality are controver-

sial across denominational lines, and 
the Presbyterians- are no exception. 
The matter could well come up at oth­
er denominational meetings through­
out the summer. 

Numerous overtures, or amend­
ments, to modify Amendment B are 
expected to be floated at the Presby­
terian assembly, Van Marter said. 

More seriously, "covenants of dis­
sent," in which presbyteries indicate 
they will defy the new rule if adopt­
ed, have been circulated. At least two 
dozen churches and the Milwaukee, 
Wis., presbytery have indicated they 
will defy the rule. • 

The Presbyterians will be one of 
four denominations- along with the 
Reformed--Church in America, the 
United Church of Christ and the Evan­
gelical Lutheran Church in Ameri­
ca- voting this summer on a pro­
posed plan for "full communion" 
among the four churches. It calls for 

the mutual recognition of one anoth­
er's faith, ministries and sacraments. 

If adopted, the churches will 
pledge "to live together under the gos­
pel, affirm and mutually admonish 
one another." 

The 40-year issue that may become 
a footnote in Presbyterian church his­
tory is the Consultation .on Church 
Union, the effort by nine Protestant 
denominations to create a "covenant 
communion" of the participating 
churches. 

The denomination's presbyteries, 
voting at the same time as on the "fi­
delity and chastity" amendment, vot­
ed 61 percent to 39 percent to reject a 
mechanism that would have allowed 
the church to continue to participate 
in COCU's envisioned structure of a 
united Christian church in the United 
States. The Presbyterians withdrew 
from COCU once before, but later re­
turned. - • 

Supreme Court will hear case-of same~sex harrassment 
WASHINGTON (ABP)- The 

Supreme Court agreed June 9 to re­
view a ruling that denied an oil work­
er's sexual-harassment claim because 
it involved allegations against some­
one of the same sex. 

Joseph Oncale, an offshore oil 
-worker, claims he was sexually ha­
rassed, assaulted, battered, touched 
and threatened with homosexual rape. 
He sued his employer, Sundowner 
Offshore Services, along with his su­
pervisor and two co-workers. 

Lower courts have denied On­
cale's claims under a federal law that 

prohibits sexual discrimination and 
harassment in the workplace, saying 
the law does not apply to same-sex 
claims. 

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­
peals said male-on-male harassment 
with sexual overtones is not sexual 

• harassment unless • the victim can 
show an employer treated him differ­
ently because of his sex. 

Oncale, however, backed by the 
Equal Employment Opportm;ity 
Commission, argues that Title VII of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964 uses 
"gender-neutral" terms and should 

Windows Software for Churches 
Church Data Management System for Windows 

- CDMS-Win -:-
The only church software you will ever need 

Call Don Putnam at 1 (800) 928-6388 
Greentree Applied Systems, Inc., 157 Prosperous Place, Suite 1 A, 

Lexington, KY 40509 • (606) 263-2959 ~ Fa.x (606) 263-9824 

Available in 20' to 30' Models 
(12 to 35 passengers) 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 

Church Buses 
Re-ntal Buses 

(New & Us·ed) . 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 3 70-6180 
(615) 3 76-2287 

. . . . 

We Buy Used Buses 

!)EER JIARK BAJITIST CHURCH 

NINETY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 

Sunday, Ju·ne 29, 1997, 
10:45 AM. 

Lunch will follow the service. 
Reservation (502) 451-7220 

apply to all sexual harassment against 
women or men. 

A ruling in Oncale vs. Sundowner 
Offshore Service is expected some-
time next year. • 

In a separate case, the high court 
turned away, without comment, a con­
stitutional challenge to the 1994 Free­
dom of Access to Clinic Entrances 
Act. 

The law prohibits the use or threat 
of force or physical obstruction 
against a person seeking to obtain or 
provide reproductive services, includ­
ing abortions. Anti-abortion activists 

from New York, Virginia, Ohio and 
·the District of Columbia filed a suit 
challenging the statute. 

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
District of Columbia rejected argu­
ments that the statute abridged free­
speech rights under the First Amend­
ment and that its passage violated in­
terstate-commerce regulations. 

The law "prohibits conduct, not 
speech, and its prohibition is narrow­
ly tailored to furtherthe government's 
legitimate interest in providing safe 
access to reproductive health servic­
es," the court ruled. 

Christian Coalition names two 
to replace Ree·d & Robertson 

WASHINGTON- The Christian 
Coalition entered a new phase June 11 
with the naming of a management 

• team with strong conservative Repub­
lican credentials to replace outgoing 

. president and founder Pat Robertson 
and Executive Director Ralph Reed. 
- Donald Hodel, 62, former Reagan 

administration interior and energy sec- • 
retary, was named to succeed Robert­
son as president. Robertson, a Chris­
tian broadcaster, will become the 
chairman of the organization's four­
person board of directors. He started 
the coalition eight years ago after his 
unsuccessful run for the Republican 
presidential nomination. 

Randy Tate, 31 , a former one-temi 
Republican congressman from Wash­
ington state, will replace Reed as ex­
ecutive director. Reed's organization­
al skills are largely credited with turn­
ing the coalition into the Religious 
Right's most effective and visible or­
ganization, with a nearly $30 million 
annual budget. Reed resigned to be­
come an independent political con- · 
sultant. 

Robertson said Hodel will be re­
sponsible for the "day-to-day manage­
ment and strategic direction" of the 
coalition and Tate will assist Hodel 
and concentrate on grassroots organiz­
ing. Both Hodel and Tate would speak 
for the coalition "as one voice," split­
ting the high-profile public relations 

role that Reed handled so effectively. 
Hodel and Tate both indicated 

there would be no immediate chang­
es in Christian Coalition tactics or 
policies, which have included back­
ing school vouchers, tax relief, anti­
abortion measures, balancing the fed­
eral budget and downsizing the fed­
eral government. 

Hodel . said the coalition would 
continue to reach out to African­
Americans and Latinos, Roman Cath­
olics and Jews to grow beyond its core 
constituency of conservative; evangel­
ical Protestant Christians. 

At the news conference, Hodel 
noted that he first came to Washing­
ton as part of the Republican "Reagan 
Revolution." He said leading the 
Christian Coalition would allow him 
to keep alive "the flame that is Ronald 
Reagan's legacy." 

Barry Lynn, executive d.irector of 
American United for Separation of 
Church and State and a longtime lib­
eral critic of the coalition, said Hodel' s 
comment about the Reagan legacy 
"constituted the clearest statement yet 
that the Christian Coalitiqn is just a 
Repub)ican front group." 

Robertson dismissed the notion. 
"We're absolutely not a Republi­

can organization," he said. "We're 
here for the nation. We have in our 
constituency people of all walks of 
'"' ,, uie. 

"I expect 
(sexuality) to be 
the most discussed 
and controversial 
aspect of the 
assembly." 
Jerry Van Marter, 
director of Presbyterian 
News Service 
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NATIONAL NOTES 

■ Lawyer to lead Presybterians. Samuel 
Duncan, a Mississippi lawyer who led the 
opposition in the American Bar Association 
against its support of abortion rights, was 
elected June 1 0 as moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in America at its 25th 
General Assembly in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
He ran unopposed. 

■ Family Channel sold. Christian broadcaster 
Pat Robertson has sold the Family Channel's 
parent company to a firm half-owned by media -
mogul Rupert Murdoch, whose Fox Network is 
known for the risque sitcom "Married With 
Children" and the violent children's program 
"Mighty Morphin Power Rangers." Fox Kids 
Worldwide Inc. will pay about $1.9 billion for 
Robertson's International Family Entertainment 
Inc. Under the deal, Robertson will continue to 
host "The 700 Club" on the network for at least 
five years and will become co-chairman of IFE. 
The deal will put $136.1 million into the hands 
of Robertson's Regent University. 

■ World Vision leader resigns. Robert Seiple, 
who for 1 0 years has headed the U.S. branch of 
the evangelical relief agency World Vision, has 

announced he is leaving the post. But Seiple, 
54, gave the group's board a year's notice. 

■ Religious Freedom Amendment endorsed. 
The Salvation Army has endorsed the proposed 
Religious Freedom Amendment, which 
supporters say is necessary to protect religious 
expression in public places. In a letter to Rep. 
Ernest lstook, R-Okla., one of the sponsors of 
the proposed amendment, Salvation Army 
National Commander Robert Watson wrote that 
his organization "strongly believes in the right 
of the individual to pray and to recognize their 
religious beliefs, heritage and traditions. We 
encourage Congress to enact this legislation." 

■ No cloning of humans. President Cl inton, 
responding to a report by scientists and 
ethicists, proposed legislation June 9 to ban 
human cloningJJut allow the continuation of 
research with potential medical benefits. "What 
the legislation will do is to reaffirm our most 
cherished beliefs about the miracle of human 
life and the God-given individuality each person 
possesses," Cli.nton said at a White House 
ceremony at which he accepted the report of 
the National Bioethics Commission. 
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Court strikes down city hall 
·nativity & menorah display 

WASHINGTON (ABP)-A New 
Jersey city's 30-year practice of dis­
playing a Christian Nativity scene and 
a Jewish menorah in front of city hall 
violates the Constitution's ban on es­
tablishment of religion, the U.S. Su­
preme Court agreed June 9. 

The high court refused to review a 
ruling by the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals that official holiday dis­
plays in Jersey City, N.J., "cannot be 
viewed as anything but a constitution­
ally impermissible dual endorsement 
of Christianity and Judaism." 

The American Civil Liberties 
Union and four city residents sued to 
halt the Christmas and HanukklUl dis­
plays in 1994. City officials ignored a . 
federal judge's order barring the dis­
plays in 1995 but added plastic fig­
ures of Santa Claus, Frosty the Snow­
man and a wooden sled. 

But the addition of secular symbols 
failed to remedy the endorsement of 
two religions, the appeals court said, 
reversing a lower-court ruling. 

The display of a creche at the seaf 
of city government "impermissibly 
conveyed a message of government 
endorsement of religion," the appeals 
court said. , "And, in our view, the 

city's addition of Santa, Frosty and a 
red sled did little to secularize that 
message." 

The court also rejected an argu­
ment by the city that a Nativity scene 
is a secular symbol. 

"A creche represents the Christian 
belief that Jesus was born to t ·0 Vir­
gin Mary to lead humankind on i path 
toward salvation and redemption," the 
appeals court said. "Yet Jersey City 
_would have us believe that the sym­
bol of the creche has achieved such a 
level of secular status that is religious­
ly benign. We are not so persuaded." 

The appeals court analyzed Jersey 
City's displays in .light of two previ­
ous Supreme Court rulings. 

In 1984, the Supreme Court al­
lowed a winter holiday display in 
Pawtucket, R.I. The exhibit, owned by 
the city but situated in a private park, 
included a Nativity scene along. with 
several secular symbols. 

In 1989, however, the court struck 
down a creche displayed at the coun­
ty courthouse in Allegheny County, 
Pa., saying the display at the seat of 
county government amounted to an 
unconstitutional endorsement of reli­
gion. 
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• Report: Religious persecution up in-,--China 
----IC~ 

KENTUCKY BAPTisr HOMES 
FOR CHILDREN 

DIRECTOR 
Cornerstone Counseling 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children, !(IC. 
seeks a Director for the Cornerstone 
Counseling Program, a Christian counseling 
service located in I 7 communities through­
out Kentucky. Requirements include 
a Master degree in Human Service 
or Counseling and a minimum of five 
years experience. Must be credentialed 
to supervise AAMIT, LCSW, or Pastoral Care 
candidates. 

By Tom Strode 
SBC Christian Lite Commission 

WASHINGTON (BP)-The Chi­
nese government has intensified its 
repression of the underground church, 
a human rights organization recently 
reported on the same day Congress 
received bills aimed at removing fa­
vorable trade status with the country 
for just such activities. 

A fact-finding mission to China in 
late May reported the government not 
only is stepping up efforts to close 
churches it does not sanction but, in a 
new strategy, is aggressively pursuing 
and arresting house church_ leaders, 
according to Washington-based Free-For consideration, please send your resume 

to: Human Resource Director 10801 
Shelbyville Rd., Louisville, KY 40243 .. • dom House's Puebla Program on Re-

Equal Opportunity Employer 
ligious Freedom. • 

Ninety percent of the underground, 
Protestant church members inter-

ROSEMONTBAP~~TCHURCH 
Lexington, Kentucky 

Cordially invites our coIDJnunity to celebrate 

'' 50 Years of :Ministry'' 
Sunday June 29, 1997 

3 :00 pm. Service with reception to follow. 
All are welcome! Come Celebrate the Lord! 

• (606) 277-6147 

The 'audacity' of the Annuity Board 
Since 1918, the Annuity Board 

has assisted Southern Baptists in 
providing financial support to 
God's servants. The Annuity Board 
was founded by Nashville pastor 
William Lunsford because of his 
conviction it was immoral for 
Southern Baptists to allow their 
ministers, after a lifetime of selfless 
service, to finish their days in ab­

who retire with inadequate bene­
fits? This may be the most auda­
cious effort of all, given the chal­
lenges all Baptist organizations face 
in seeking endowment gifts. Re­
gardless of the challenge, regardless 
of who was/is responsible for the 
inadequate provisions, it is appro­
priate to demonstrate benevolence 
toward those who have fallen 

ject poverty. Lunsford, 
the Annuity Board's first 
president ( 1918-1927), 
made this "promise" to 
those who serve the 
churches and church-re­
lated organizations: 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

through the cracks over 
the years, and I am proud 
to be a part of such a min­
istry personally and de­
nominationally. And I 
thank God for the audac­
ity of the Annuity Board 
in days gone by and as 
we face the future. 

"Give yourself whole­
heartedly to the work .... 
We will stand back of 
you. If you fall in the 
work, we will care for 
you. If you die, we will 
not permit your family to Barry Allen 
suffer. If you grow old in 
it, we will comfort your declining 
years." • 

What an audacious "promise" 
Lunsford made given our Baptist 
polity and the absence of any de­
nominational authority to require 
participation in the Annuity Board's 
retirement and insurance plans. But 
what a compassionate ministry the 
Annuity Board provides in seeking 
to fulfill this promise. 

And what about the Annuity 
Board's endowment program to 
help ministers and .their families 

Let me suggest you 
use Annuity Board Sun­
day, June 22, to consider 
how you can make a dif­
ference in the lives of 
these faithful servants 

who are in need. The Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation manages an en­
dowment fund, the income of 
which is currently sent to the An­
nuity Board to be used for needy 
retired Kentucky Baptist ministers 
and/or their spouses in the Adopt­
an-Annuitant Program. Call me at 
(502) 244-6466 to learn how you 

• can become involved. 
Barry Allen is president of the 

Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 

viewed during the two-week trip said 
repression is at its worst since the ear­
ly 1980s, the three-member team re­
ported. 

"Some provinces are more repres­
sive than others, but repression has 
intensified in all the provinces from 
where we received reports," Paul 
Marshall, who led the team, said in a 
written statement. 

Underground church members re­
ported new incid~nts of torture by 
beatings and by the use of cattle prods 
and electric drills, as well as other bru­
tal treatment by Public Security Bu­
reau police. 

The renewed repression is "abso­
lutely tied to the collapse of the Sovi­
et empire," said Nina Shea, director 
of Puebla Program. 

China's communist leaders "are 
terrified of Christian beliefs," Shea 
said. "They are terrified of the notion 
of individual liberty and a transcen­
dent God. 

"They observed the role of the 
churches" in the fall of communism 
in Eastern Europe, she said. 'They see 
the churches in their own borders as a 
threat. If China were to become Chris­
tian, the history of the 21st century 
would be totally different than if it 
remained atheistic." 

On June 3, bills were introduced 
in both the Senate and House of Rep­
resentatives to end China's most fa­
vored nation trade status. 

President Clinton asked May 29 
for Congress to extend China's trade 
status. Congress has 90 days from the 
president's request to block MFN. It 
has been unable to do" so in the past. 

While many American business 
interests and economic conservatives 
favor MFN status for China, the AFL­
CIO and many social conservatives 
oppose it. Among the organizations 
seeking revocation of MFN are the 
Southern Baptist Christian Life Com­
mission, U.S. Catholic Conference, 
Focus on the Family and Family Re­
search Council. 

"Ending the most-favored-nation 
status we grant to China not only 
would send a powerful message, it 
also would end our own official in­
difference to tyranny," wrote Chris­
tian Life Commission President Rich­
ard Land in a recent Dallas Morning 
News guest column. "Let's end this 
charade in our relationship with Chi­
na. Everything we have learned since 
the Tiananmen Square massacre tells 
us that China's leadership will be ruth­
less with its citizens as long as it won't 
suffer the consequences." 

Mailbox: ,f 
The 1997 

Super Saturday 
Promotional Brochure 

Includes: Conference titles, 
schedule, and registration 

form! 

Super Saturday is sponsored by 
the Church Growth and 

Administration Division of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

(502) 245-4101 

WORLD VIEW 

■ A Russian court case 
has been resolved in a 
landmark decision that 
an "anti-sect" brochure 
did not libel new 
religious groups in the 
nation. The case 
centere.d on a brochure 
produced by Alexander 
Dvorkin of the Russian 
Orthodox Church's 
education department 
that warns against the 
dangers of such 
"totalitarian sects" as the 
Church of Scientology, 
the Unification Church 
(Moooies), Jehovah's 
Witnesses and the Hare 
Krishna organization. 

■ Mother Teresa, 
the 86-year-old Roman 
Catholic nun who has 
dedicated her life to 
serving the world's poor 
and dying, was praised 
this month by Capitol 
Hill lawmakers, who 
honored her with a 
Congressional Gold 
Medal. In accepting the 
award, Mother Teresa 
spoke in a weak voice 
about the "unwanted, 
unloved, uncared for 
people" served by her 
order, the Missionaries 
of Charity. 

■ The Salvation Army 
in South Africc,¼ was 
preparing last week to 
tell the nation's Truth 
and Reconciliation 
Commission that it kept 
quiet about human 
rights abuses during the 
apartheid era and now 
regrets its silence. "With 
people of all kinds of 
political persuasion in 
our ranks, we chose to 
remain silent, a sin of 
omission which we 
deeply regret," the . 
group's statement said. 
"Professing an apolitical 
stance, we used this to 
avoid the kind of protest 
ror which the early 
Salvation Army was 
known." 

■ German scholar 
Stefan Stiegler has been 
nominated as president 
of the International 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Prague, 
Czech Republic. Stiegler 
was professor of Old 
Testament and Hebrew 
at the Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Hamburg, Germany. 

··,;;:_:.{~ ' . --
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By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Midlane Park Baptist 

Church in Louisville, and 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 

Clifton Baptist Church in . 
Louisville. 

Heroes and Saints: More Stories of 
People Who Made A Difference. Max 
Christensen. Westminster John Knox 
Press, 1997. $12.00. 121 pages. 
♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

For years Max Christensen wrote a 
newspaper column focusing on the lives 
of people throughout history who in some 
way contributed to our present lives. That 
same idea is carried out in "Heroes and 
Saints." 

The brief biographical sketches (most 
less than two pages) of this book cover 
the lives of people from before 
Christ (King Akhenaton of 
Egypt) to the mid-20th centu­
ry ("Babe" Didrickson Zaha­
rias ). The book is especially 
heavy on the lives of early 
Christian saints and Reforma­
tion era heroes (28 out of 51 
sketches). The sketches do not 
get bogged down in dates but 
focus on a principle that made 
a person influential in the turn 
of history. 

Christensen has a splendid 
eye as he looks at the stories of his select­
ed people. The length of the sketches 
makes them ideal for devotional reading, 
perhaps jump-starting your own thoughts 
about the guiding principle demonstrated 
in the life of the hero or saint. 

The only regret is Christensen did not 
include more current heroes and saints. 
Hopefully, their stories will be told in 
Christensen's next collection. We need 
him to turn his eye to more recent days to 
show that saints and heroes can and do still 
exist. Wayne Hager • 

Making Gospel Sense to a Troubled 
Church. James McC/endon, Jr. The 
Pilgrim Press, 1995. 202 pages. 
♦♦♦♦♦ 

As a seminary professor, James Mc­
Clendon and his wife were members of a 

Two special students 
By Robert Dunston 

During Cumberland College's 
commencement exercises May 17, 
our student awards committee pre­
sented special awards to two grad­
uating seniors. The Berger Awards 
are presented to the outstanding fe­
male arid male graduating seniors 
who have demonstrated not only 

: I I 
community church near the school. Start­
ed in the 1950s by immigrants from Ohio, 
Indiana and Pennsylvania, the congrega­
tion had prospered before entering a peri­
od of decline. Storm clouds of dissatisfac­
tion and conflict had come and gone, un­
til finally the trouble broke out. During a 
three or four week period, the congrega-

. tion came unglued. The pastor and key 
leaders left, trust was broken and hope was 
all but crushed. 

The congregation turned to McClen~ 
don and asked him to become the interim 
pastor while they sorted out their future. 

Reluctantly he agreed. During 
the next 12 months he sought 
to P!each to this congregation 

• in trouble. His preaching was 
a constant struggle between 
addressing the brokenness and 
its causes, while insuring that 
each sermon .not only con­
tained a gospel message, but 
was good-news to the congre­
gation. · 

The 26 sermons included 
in the book are grouped under 
three headings : "Grief and 

Forgiveness," ''The Recovery of Hope" 
and "Looking Forward Again." At the be­
ginning of every sermon, McClendon 
summarizes where the congregation was 
in the recovery process, the aim of the ser­
mon and a brief critique of the sermon's 
effectiveness. 

As a pastor, I found this collection of 
sermons inspiring and encouraging, as 
well as full of spiritual and practical guid­
ance. McClendon's ability to speak to a 
troubled church transcends his own con­
gregation and reaches out to many of us 
who serve churches who have seen better 
days and are struggling with the future. 
Jim Holladay 

The Original Jesus: The .. Life and 
Vision of a Revolutionary. Tom 
Wright. Wm B. Eerdmans Publishers, 

for Cumberland's Internet site. 
Wake, a member of Main Street 
Baptist Church in Williamsburg, 
will attend West Virginia Universi­
ty in the fall to work on a master's 
degree in athletic training. 

Ryan Tucker was the male re­
cipient of the outstanding senior 
award. He is the son of Gilbert and 
Ellen Tucker of Lexington. Tucker 

sound academics, but 
also leadership in and 
service to the college 
community and the larg­
er community. Students, 
staff and faculty may 
nominate individuals. 
The student awards com­
mittee then interviews 
nominatees and selects 
the recipients. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

graduated with a major in 
movement and leisure 
studies and a minor in 
religion. Ryan also was a 
peer teacher for the Stu­
dent Trained and Ready 
freshmen orientation pro­
gram and as a resident as­
sistant during the sum­
mer. On the football 
team, Tucker was a de­
fensive lineman and led 
many chapel services for 

Jennifer Wake was 
the female recipient of 
the outstanding senior award. She 
is the daughter of Eric and Sue 
Wake of Williamsburg. She gradu­
ated with a major in biology and 
with minors in athletic training and 
public health. While a student at 
Cumberland, Wake worked more 
than 2,900 hours in Cumberland's 
training room. She was a peer 
teacher for the Student Trained and 
Ready freshmen orientation pro­
gram and as a recruiter with our 
admissions office. She designed the 
literature for our football program 
for the 1996-1997 season and cre­
ated the athletic training web page 

his teammates. At First Baptist 
Church in Williamsburg Tucker 
taught youth Sunday school and 
worked with children's church. 
Currently Tucker serves as minis­
ter to youth at Rosemont Baptist 
Church in Lexington. 

Selecting the recipients of the 
Berger Awards is always difficult. 
Wake and Tucker's selection indi­
cate how widely respected they are 
on campus. 

f?.obert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 
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1996. $20. 159 pages. ♦♦♦♦ 
The first half of this book is a fuller 

version of a television series on BBC. The 
second half is intended to help the reader 
understand more about how to read the 
Gospels "with both eyes open." All the 
text reads with the simplicity and quick 
movement of the electronic media. The 
bright, eye-catching color pictures of the 
Holy Land and works of Christian art give 
you the feel of reading a television show­
and it is a pretty good show. 

Tom Wright easily could have written 
an academic work on the life of Jesus, con­
sidering his education and past teaching 
experience. Instead, as a pastor, he has pre­
sented a non-technical book 
on Jesus which does not shy 
away from issues which aca­
demia address. He presents 
academic findings in a well­
written narrative that shows 
all the evidence of sound his­
torical theological research. 

This is a good book to get 
into the hands of those who 
have shied away from Bible 
study because it is "boring." 
Wright has focused his "life 
of Jesus" on the key stages of 
Jesus ' life. Wright presents . 
Jesus' teachings against the 
background of the politics and expecta­
tions of Jesus' day. When he turns to the 
discussion of the Gospels, he accomplish­
es in just a few pages what a textbook 
sometimes takes chapters to present. 

The expense of the· book may prevent 
a wide distribution, but every church li­
brary should consider investing in this 
book and then encouraging wide circula­
tion. Wayne Hager 

All God's Children: A Biblical Critique 
of Racism. Steven McKenzie. 
·.westminster/John Knox Pless, '1997. 
140 pages ♦♦♦ 

W.E.B. Dubois, a leading black writer 

and civil rights advocate, contended race 
was the major issue at the beginning of 
the 20th century, and that race would be 
the major issue at the end of the 20th cen­
tury. Though the context has changed and 
the battle lines have shifted, Dubois' 
prophecy has become a reality. Despite the 
apparent legal gains of the '60s and '70s, 
black and white Americans still have trou­
ble relating to one another. This is true 

• even in the church. 
McKenzie contends that for much of 

the history of this nation, the Bible was 
used to maintain the institution of slavery. 
Even after the emancipation of the slaves, 
Scripture has been used to buttress the con­
tention of whites that blacks are cursed, 

inferior, and that mixing of 
the races is contrary·to God's 
will. 

Against this backdrop, 
McKenzie undertakes the 
challenging task of showing 
that, not only does the Bible 
not say those things, but its 
essential message is "a call 
for unity among all people" 
His background as associate 
professor of Hebrew Bible/ 
Old Testament at Rhodes 
College in Memphis, Tenn., 
uniquely equips him, in terms 

of education and place of service to ad­
dress the issues. 

The brief, often hurried survey of the 
biblical witness does an excellent job of 
making the case that human divisions are 
the consequence of sin, and that God's 
purpose in redemption is to heal those di­
visions. At times, I thought McKenzie was 
reaching a bit to argue that a specific bib­
lical text was not an example of ethnocen­
trism. Though an Old Testament\ profes­
sor, his New Testament materiaj was the 
best- perhaps because the New Testa­
meqt_ addre,5si;:s, t)le, is~,ues mor~ c:;I<;?fly. 

While not the best book: I- liave read on 
the subject, it is a solid, though sometimes 
stodgy, resource. Jim Holladay 

Grow where you are planted 
Home is where your heart is. I 

have found that to be true since 
moving to Louisville and beginning 
my new ministry with Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children. My 
transition has been so smooth that I 
already feel Kentucky is home 
when I make those occasional vis­
its to Virginia to visit my family. 
This is in no small part due to the 

(which is my mother's maiden 
name) will be 18 this month. Hol­
ly, my only daughter, is 10 and the 
apple of her dad's eye. Bryce is 6 
years· old and my guarantee of stay­
ing young. Having him join our 
family when I was 40 gives me an­
other chance to appreciate the gift 
of young children- to enjoy their 
innocence and marvel at their de­

velopment. warm hospitality of our 
staff, board members and 
the many Kentucky Bap­
tists I have had the plea­
sure to meet. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

My family remains in 
Virginia until July 1, 
when we plan to move 
into our "new Kentucky 
home." This time away 
from them has been dif­
ficult, tempered only by 
the busy schedule placed 
before me at work. As 
much as I miss them and Bill Smithwick 
want this separation to be 

Grow where you are 
planted. My family and I 
believe our desire to 
serve God has led us 
here. I was reminded not 
long ago by a new pastor 
friend to remember that 
when things don't go 
well. He is right. I will 
recall the warmth and 
freshness of my Ken­
tucky experience when 
the sun doesn't shine and 
the challenges of life and 
ministry loom like Goli­

over, I .am also thankful for our time 
apart. It has made me appreciate 
anew what is really important in 
life. 

I have a wonderful wife and 
three beautiful children. Dawn is 
my friend, wife and helper in life. 
We met at Virginia Baptist Chil7 
dren's Home when she joined the 
staff as a child care worker and I 
was chaplain. Her good looks 
caught my eye, and her person won 
my heart. My oldest son, Brannan, 

ath before us. My family is looking 
forward to making new friends, 
joining a new church and experi­
encing the beauty and rich heritage • 
of Kentucky. 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 



Is your giving 
worshipful? 
By Doug Strader 

The word "worship" comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon "weoth" 
(worthy) and "scipe" (quality or 
state of), which became worth­
ship and then 
worship. To 
worship 
God, then, is 
to ascribe to 
him supreme 

-worth. The 
psalmist said, 
"Give unto 
the Lord the 
glory due unto his name." 
(Psalms 29:2) 

The writers of the Bible use 
such phrases as "to glorify," "to 
ascribe worth," "to bow down," 
and "to prostrate oneself" to 
describe worship. Are these 
phrases descriptive of worship 
in the 20th century? But how do 
we relate worship and giving? 
Can you give without worship­
ping? Can you worship without 
giving? Are you giving in such 
a way that you ascribe "worths­
hip" to him? Is there a sense of 
joy in your worship/giving? 

In the Old Testament, God's 
people were instructed to make · 
offerings (sacrifices) to God as 
a part of their worship. They 
were to offer their firstfruits and 
their best animals (without spot 
or blemish) to God. 

After the death of Jesus, as the 
sacrificial Lamb of God, the 
church no longer practiced grain 
and animal sacrifices. Jesus was 
offered as the perfect sacrifice, 
never to be repeated. Instead, the 
church was instructed to give of­
ferings to God of their material 
possessions as an act of sacrifice 
and worship. The Apostle Paul 
writes about our offerings being 
a sweet smelling aroma to God. 
A sign that our offerings are ac­
ceptable to God. 

Does -your offering have a 
pleasing aroma to God? Each 
Sunday as we bring our offering 
to God, we should ask ourselves 
that question. The offering time 
during worship is not just the 
time when the ushers "collect the 
money." Rather, it is to be a time 
when we offer our gifts to God. 
If we were true to the early 
church, we all would bring our 
gifts (offerings) to the altar and , 
present them to God. However, 
in an attitude of worship we have 
the ushers act on our behalf as 
they take our gifts to the altar and 
together we dedicate them to 
God. 

Next Sunday when you give 
your offerings to God, prepare 
yourself to make that a time of 
worship. "Oh, God, here is my 
offering, may it be a sweet smell­
ing aroma to you, I pray." 

Doug Strader is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention• s stew­
ardship department. 

LEADERSHIP 
Youth ministers-advised to 
keep up with teen trends 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Sunday School Board 

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)-So, you 
want to know "whassup" with today's 
teenagers? 

For starters, bellbottoms, baggies 
and beepers are in; piercing isn't just 
for the ears anymore; and the News­
boys are no longer the kids who de­
liver your paper. 

These are just a few of the things 
youth workers should know if they 
want to effectively reach the youth 
who will ring in the new millennium. 

"Effective youth workers stay 
abreast of trends and traditions that 
define the life of a teenager," said 
Chuck Gartman, lead youth consult­
ant for the Baptist Sunday School 
Board's Bible teaching-reaching divi­
sion, quoting from a book by research­
er George Barna. "Sometimes we 
need to take what they know and re­
late it to what they need to know." 

Leading a conference on youth 
work at Glorietta (N.M.) Baptist Con­
ference Center, Gartman added that 
staying abreast doesn't require going 
to every movie, listening to every song 
or reading every magazine. "You just 
need to keep up with what's going on, 
what is popular with teenagers. You 
can do that by simply reading the 
newspaper -and talking with your 
youth." 

Sharing from Barna' s book, "Gen­
eration Next," Gartman said effective 
youth workers also: 

• I Develop a pre-determined philos­
ophy of life and ministry. 

I Pray very specifically for teen­
agers. 

I Are accessible and transparent 
with their youth. 

1-o-1a§l ~I ~ l@ln 1~100 1 
location: ! -htt p : I !www. annui t yboard . org 

I Have spiritual growth as their 
ultimate goal. 

I Emphasize interactive learning. 
I Leverage the limited resources 

available to them. "You can't totally 
compete with the world; you proba­
bly don't have the budget," Gartman 
told youth workers. "But you can 
make whatever you do 'quality.' You 
can have excellence in your attitude 
and approach to ministry." 

Gartman said it's also vital that 
youth workers model the lessons they 
teach. "A young person can see right 
through you if you aren't being real," 
he said. 

In addition, Gartman encouraged 
youth workers to live through crises 
with their teens. 

"If you walk through the 'minor' 
crises with them, such as breaking up 
with a girlfriend or boyfriend or mak­
ing a bad grade on a test, then-they'll 
turn to you when major crises happen 
in their lives." Today's youth desper­
ately need spiritual role models to 
whom they can tum, Gartman said. 

Today's teens are crying out for 
meaningful relationships more than 
ever, he said. "I had one youth tell me 
that he had never met his best friend 
face to face. He had met him on the 
Internet." 

Gartman urged youth workers to 
help educate churches about where 
teenagers are and what they're deal­
ing with. Effective youth ministry 
takes time and patience, Gartman add­
ed, especially since what's "cool" to­
day will likely be "tired" tomo.rrow. 

'The key is we have to model ( our 
faith) in our everyday lives," he said. 
'There is hope in a relationship with 
Jesus Christ and we can help teenag-
ers find that." • 

••l;t,."j;_ 

Retirement planning and health-care plan 
information is now at your fingertips 

www.annuityboard.org 
The Annuity Board's home page, now just a click away on the Internet's World Wide Web, 

provides ... 

• Instant access to information about retirement investment options 

• Up-to-date plan investment performance 

• Tips and facts from programs such as Life Points™ and Retirement Forecaster 

• Information for ministers and church employees and employees of Southern Baptist agencies 

and institutions 

• • Descriptions of Annuity Board life and health programs 

• Answers to frequently asked questions about other Annuity Board's programs and ministries 

Your online connection 
www.annuityboard.org 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships: 

■ The 81 Kentucky 
volunteers in Russia 

during June and those to 
whom they will minister. 

■ The volunteers 
working this week in 
Appalachia with the 

Jimmy Carter blitz build 
for Habitat for Humanity. 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ ALEXANDRIA-Calvin Perry 
recently announced his retirement as 
pastor of Main Street Church, effec­
tive Dec. 31. He will reside in.Alex­
andria and will be available for 
preaching opportunities. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Antioch 
Church will hold dedication and note 
burning services June 22 at 1:30 p.m. 
Billy Joe Foster will be guest speak­
er. John Batcher is pastor. 
■ DANVILLE-Retired minister 
Austin Roberts Sr., 80, died June 4. 
He was pastor at Lexington Avenue 
Church for 18 years before his retire­
ment. Survivors include his wife, 
Eloise; three sons; six grandchildren 
and two step-grandchildren. 
■ FRANKLIN-First Church com­
rnissionedlerry and Etta Butcher as 
Southern Baptist Mission Service 

Corps volunteers June 1. They will 
work with KBC disaster relief efforts. 
Mrs. Butcher also will serve as Ken­
tucky Mission Service Corps coordi­
nator. 
■ HAZARD-Petrey Memorial 
Church will celebrate its 75th anniver­
sary Aug. 24. Call (606) 436-3842 or 
write 141 Alto St., Hazard, Ky. 41701 
for more information. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Deer Park Church 
will celebrate its 91st anniversary June 
29 at 10:45 a.m. Lunch will follow the 
service. Call (502) 4~ 1-7220 for res­
ervations. 

Beechwood Church ordained Al­
lan Daigle to the gospel ministry May 
25. Robert Blackbum is pastor. 

Ashby Lane Church will hold Sat­
urday contemporary worship servic­
es, beginning June 14 at 5 p.m. 

Ormsby Heights Church will host 
the Martins in concert July 1 at 7:30 
p.m. Call (502) 447-6867 for more 
information. 

Robert Long recently celebrated 
his fifth anniversary as pastor of Wal­
nut Street Church. 

St. Matthews Church recreates the 
Jerusalem Marketplace during its va­
cation Bible school, June 16-20, 8:30 
a.m.-noon. Call David Garrard at 

. (502) 896-8882 for more information. 
Edward Oliver, 72, emeritus 

Southern Baptist foreign missionary 
to Japan, died June 6. Oliver and his 
wife, the former Susan Pyles, were 
missionaries from 1950 to 1990. Ol­
iver also served as a staff member of 
Jefferson Street Mission and as asso­
ciate pastor of First Church of Shel­
byville. He is survived by his wife, his 
mother, two sons, three daughters, a 
sister and 11 grandchildren. 

Lynn Acres Church recently called 
Mike Barnes as assistant pastor. 
■ OWINGSVILLE-Owingsville 

Church will celebrate its 50th anniver­
sary June 20-22. The event will in­
clude several guest speakers and spe­
cial music. Call Pastor Bruce Tru­
man at (606) 674-2055 for more in­
formation. 
■ RUSSELLVILLE-Mike Hug­
gins resigned as minister of youth at 
Second Church to become minister of 
music and youth at Hillcrest Church 
in Clarksville, Tenn. 
■ SOUTHFIELD, Mich.-Wallace 
Miller, former associate in the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention Sunday 
school department, retired April 21 as 
director of discipleship and family 
ministry for the Baptist State Conven­
tion of Michigan. 
■ STANFORD-Stanford Church 
will dedicate its Christian life center 
June 22 at 3 p.m. A reception will fol­
low the service. 
■ WILLIAMSBURG-Robert 
White resigned as minister of educa­
tion and single adults at Main Street • 
Church, effective June 30. 

■ A Kentucky volunteer 
team needed to lead a 

• .sports camp at 
Community Baptist 

Church in Weymouth, 
Mass., July 21-25. The 

• Kentucky team 
scheduled to lead the 

effo·rt has canceled. 

Literacy volunteer didn't have to travel to do world missions 

■ A Kentucky volunteer 
team needed to lead a 

day camp at Central 
Baptist Church in 

Waterbury, Vt., July 7-
11. The Kentucky team 

scheduled to lead the 

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (BP)­
Wyoma Jackson always had 
dreamed of being a foreign mission­
ary. But God had other plans. 

ly since the day she got involved 
with the program in Tuscaloosa, 

_ home of the University of Alabama. 
Charles Barnes, director of Bap­

tist campus ministries at the time, 
started the conversational English • 
classes at the Baptist student center. 

effort has canceled. 

Stepping down after 28 years as 
director of the Friendship Interna- . 
tional literacy program at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
Jackson said she realizes now why 
God never wanted her overseas. "He 
sent them all to me." 

"I told Charlie I didn't have a de­
gree in English but maybe I could 
help by providing refreshments and 
using my nice station wagon to help 
pick up and take people to the class," 
Jackson recalled. 

Jackson, 70, has been volunteer 
director of the associational literacy 
program for internationals practical- "The first day I walked in, it 

'The most positive event in my life' 
Two weeks ago, I shared part of an essay writ­

ten by a senior who had just graduated. The stu­
dents had no idea I might share them with anyone 
else. The essays were titled, "My Oneida Experi­
ence." I would like to share part of another essay 
written by a young man who just graduated: 

"Oneida is a very original, and to some, a won­
derful place. This year makes my second year at 
Oneida, and life before Oneida seems just an awk­
ward memory of a time when I was very confused 
and lost. At first, like many people I've 
known, I was very reluctant and unwill­
ing to give it a fair try. I mean, corning 
here for most is a very shrewd change 
of pace. That, however, is what.makes 

• this place so special. 
"I went to Oneida for various rea­

sons. My father was no longer willing 
to put up with the very reckless life-style 
I was leading. I hadn't enough brains 
to realize what I was doing to myself, 
not to mention what I was doing to the 
ones who loved me most. At this point, 
I really didn't care. My father respond­

THIS IS 
;ONEIDA 

since the third grade until I was willing to give up 
on being so stubborn and give Oneida a try. I'm 
not saying that I wasn't capable before I came 
here, just lazy. This habit was broken through time 
and the positive influences .. . at Oneida. 

"Oneida is a Christian institution where stu­
dents are required to attend church -on a regular 
basis. For a lot of people who come here, this is 
where the real change takes place. A once-trou­
blesome child, such as I was, was taken from neg-

ative influences and put into Christian 
surroundings, which can have a major 
impact. I will admit that this part of 
Oneida can make the most dramatic 
change in a student's life. 

''The one thing here that has made 
the biggest impression on my life would 
have to be living in the dorms. Once you 
settle in, you find yourself surrounded 
by a great many peers from all over the 
world .... There are other advantages to 
living on campus ... One was that it took 
me away from bad influences. 

ed to my behavior by leaving me little W.F. Underwood 
"Oneida is based on Christianity, 

and for those who come who are lost 
and without religion, Oneida offers a 

perfect place to think about the road that they were 
on. But more importantly, they have the chance 
to discover the road they need to be on. 

choice in the matter, and so, two years 
later, here I am. Yet througl;lout all of this I have 
to admit the choice that my father made for me 
has been the most positive event to happen in my 
life thus far. 

"At Oneida I found that these people aren't just 
teachers, They are friends as well . .. . At Oneida 
you are always around the same people every day, 
and in such a small community, you find yourself 
having more of a persona! relationship with the 
teachers here. In my opinion, it is a lot easier 
achieving your academic goals if you are under 
the guidance of not only a teacher, but a friend. 
Personally, I have had no better than a D average 

"Oneida has literally changed my entire out­
look on life. It's funny how I look back and re­
member how furious I was with my father for 
sending me here .... When I finally took advan­
tage of what was offered at Oneida I gained not 
only the best grades that I have ever made, but I 
also gained the Lord's guidance in my life, which 
leaves me forever to be thankful." 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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wasn't 10 minutes before the direc­
tor told me she was so glad the Lord 
had led me 'there that day because 
she wanted me to be the new direc­
tor .... I told her I was sure I couldn't 
do that." 

But the director assured Jackson 
she could, and for nearly 30 years 
she has. 

Friendship International moved 
from the student center to Calvary 
Baptist in 1985. Nearly 90 internation­
als from all over the world spend 
Wednesday from 9:30' a.m. to noon 

learning English in a Christian setting. 
Jackson has always had a love for 

internationals. Today, some of her 
best friends are those she has helped 
speak more fluent English. 

During the 28 years of Friendship 
International, students have . come 
from 63 countries. Just this year, 16 
countries were represented, includ­
ing Hong Kong, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Mexico, Germany and China. 

"It has been wonderful all the 
way," Jackson said of literacy mis­
sions. "We're like a family here." 

Fishing in Clear Creek 
"Clear Creek is a neat place for 

our children." 
I've heard similar comments 

many times during my nine years 
as president. A rare sunny day 
during recent rains provided some 
proof. Jacob Buck and Brad Ad­
ams enjoyed fishing from the 
bridge near Kelly Hall. 

These 9-year-old boys like life 

You first put spices on it and put 
it in the fridge for a while." Jacob 
misses Alaska and looks forward 
to a trip back there next summer. 

As I talked with the boys, our 
attention turned to a nest of 15 
goose eggs at the edge of the 
creek. Apparently the goose had 
placed a fish in the nest and a 
snake was trying to steal it. 

at Clear Creek. Brad en­
joys riding his bike and 
getting out on the walk­
ing trails. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Brad had a story 
about a copperhead 
snake. Although our 
700 acres include nice 
places for snakes, only 
one person· (a faculty 
member) has been bit­
ten these past nine 
years. 

They participate in 
campus Royal Ambas­
sadors. The group visit­
ed a nursing home and 
sponsored a hunger 
walk. Students are their 
R.A. leaders. 

Jacob fishes about 
three times a week. His 
experience includes 
hooking a 30-pound Bill Whittaker 
halibut when his family 

Summer activities 
for Jacob and Brad in­
clude a visit to grand­
parents. Brad's grand­
mother has a camper. 
Jacob exercises more 
caution fishing at his 

lived in. Alaska. 
"You know how to do it? You 

put the weight away from the 
hook so nothing shiny will scare 
the fish away, and completely 
cover the hook with the worm," 
Jacob explained. He soon added 
a third fish to the bucket. 

He also told me, "The bigger 
fish often have the worst meat or 
not much meat at all. Except for 
salmon- it' s always good meat. I 
like salmon cooked on the grill . 

grandmother's house in Louisi­
ana. "You might catch one big 
enough to eat you-an alligator." 

While their dads get an educa­
tion for ministry, Jacob and Brad 
enjoy America's unique campus. 
That's one reason families keep 
corning to Clear Creek. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
Church responds after girls' disappearance, deaths 
By Robert Dilday 
Religious Herald 

SPOTSYLVANIA, Va. (BP)­
For Cliff Reynolds, the body of Christ 
is no longer a sterile theological term. 
It's a living reality. 

Reynolds, pastor of Goshen Bap­
tist Church in Spotsylvania, Va., said 
that reality was seen in the rush of 
support from Christians in the com­
munity following the abduction and 
apparent murder of two sisters there. 
Both Kati and Kristin Li$k were com­
mitted members of Goshen, as are 
their parents, Ron and Patti. 

"Somehow, God moves even in 
the horrors of this situation through 
the body of Christ," Reynolds said. 

The two girls- 12 and 15 years 
old-disappeared from their home in 
Spotsylvania May 1. Their bodies 
were found May 6 about 40 miles 
away in Hanover County near Rich­
mond. 

Popular at the Spotsylvania mid­
dle and high schools they attended, the 
Lisk girls also were involved at their 
church. Both were active in Girls in 
Action. Kristin was planning to help 

with vacation Bible school. 
The incident shocked the rural 

community, still recovering from the 
abduction and murder last September 
of a 16-year-old giI:l, who, like Kris­
tin Lisk, attended Spotsylvania High 
School. 

But in the midst of its grief and 
fear, the town mobilized its resourc­
es. For days after the girls were report­
ed missing, 600 volunteers- many of 
them from local churches-combed 
the woods, briars and streams in a 
two-mile swath around the Lisks' 
home seeking a clue to their disap­
pearance. Law enforcement officials 
called .it one of the largest ground 
searches in rect;nt Virginia history. 

The tumout allowed the search of 
12 square miles to conclude in three 
days, instead of the normal week or 
two, reported the Richmond Times 
Dispatch . . 

_ "Officials were staggered at the 
response from a community of our 
size," Reynolds said. "They had so 
much donated food coming to the fire 
station to feed the volunteers they had 
to start turning some of it away." 

Prayer undergirded all the efforts, 

he added. "The first thing I did the day 
the girls were reported missing was to 
call a member of the church who I 
knew could mobilize the church for 
prayer," he said. 

Stopping by the church later that 
evening, Reynolds found about 30 
people praying in the sanctuary. 

After the search was called off 
May 4, the following days of waiting 
were hard, Reynolds said. "A lot of 
people who had managed to handle 
their emotions by doing something 
(such as helping the search) no longer 
had that to do. That became difficult." 

When the bodies were found May 
6 beneath a bridge 40 miles from the 
Lisks' home, grief replaced frustra-
tion. • 

The Virginia Baptist Mission 
Board sent a team of eight counselors 
to help the church deal with the pow­
erful emotions let loose by the deaths. 

At Goshen, they joined other local 
counselors to work with about 75 
adults in the church's sanctuary and 
100 young people in the fellowship 
hall. 

"The question that kept arising 
was, 'Why? How could God allow 

this to happen?"' said Ken Glass, a 
Virginia Baptist team member. "But 
there was a readiness on the part of 
the congregation to deal with these 
issues. Seeing people deal with it and 
still come out strong in their faith was 
an inspiration to the team." 

On Saturday, May 10, the commu­
nity gathered once more- this time to 
hear thanks for their outpouring of 
support. · 

Following a private burial that 
morning- the eve of Mother's Day­
more than 1,000 gathered in 
Spotswood Baptist Church in Freder­
icksburg for a memorial service. 

. "You did so much to strengthen me 
and my family, and in a real way you 
provided a safety net," Ron Lisk, the 
girls' father, told the congregation._ 
"The prayers we felt from people I 
don't even know were truly, truly a 
safety net. • 

Said Reynolds: "After the service, 
a reporter told me it was amazing that 
the girls' father could speak to the 
people as he did. I said, 'Yes, we serve 
an amazing God.' The testimony in 
our hearts is that life is not fair, but 
God is good." 

Quadraplegic designs line of Christian jewelry 
By Yvonne White 
Religion News Service 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (RNS)--'-­
Tracy Traylor dreamed of becoming 
an interior designer. But in 1988, 
while on spring break in her home­
town of Laurel, Miss., an automobile 
accident left the Baylor University 
freshman a quadriplegic and in a 
coma. 

It was five months before she fi­
nally came out of the coma, only to 
discover she was paralyzed from the 
neck down and had limited speech 
ability. 

Nine years later, the 28-year-old 
woman still is unable to walk, hold a 
conversation or even feed herself. But 
that hasn't changed her desire to de­
sign~ It only affects the how and what 
she designs. . 

Traylor now has her own line of 
Christian jewelry- Prims by Tracy­
sold in 26 stores in six states. 

The necklaces use a Scripture verse 
as a base and incorporate a cross, dove 
or other biblical symbol. Traylor de­
signs the jewelry, her mother puts 
them together. 

"I'm so glad I was a Christian be­
fore the accident," said Ginny Tray­
lor, Tracy's mother. Her daughter 
smiled as she watched from her 
wheelchair. "It was quite a spiritual 
journey Wayne (her husband) and I 
went through. Each night after I put 
Tracy to bed while we were in New 
Orleans, I had about three hours to 
study the Bible as I had never studied 
it before, and to pray to God. He had 
my undivided attention." 

While she could have become bit­
ter about her daughter's plight, Mrs. 
Traylor said she "knew better than to 
blame God. Five years before (the 
accident) I would have asked, 'Why 
would a good God allow pain and suf-· 
fering in the world?' But.God made a 
perfect world, and his perfect creation 
was ruined by man, and the conse-

quence is pain and suffering. I tried to 
find in the Bible where Christians are 
exempt from this, but we aren't." 

Traylor's accident happened the 
day before Easter. It didn't dawn on 
her mother until she saw the sunrise 
the next day that it was Easter Sun­
day. 

"I had never felt such anguish and 
agony in my whole life," Mrs. Tray­
lor said. "Then I looked at the sun 
coming up and realized it was Easter 
and that's how God felt when he saw 
his son dying on the cross. I_ finally 
decided I had a choice. I could either 
choose to trust God, or I could choose 
not to trust him. So I went back to the 
basic things I already knew about 
God." 

Once home, Mrs. Traylor said, "it 
was 1ike having a 19-year-old new­
born baby." The main problem, she 
added, was filling the time. One day 
while wearing a new belt, her daugh- • 
ter told her the beads on it were per­
fect for making earrings. Mrs. Tray­
lor immediately cut the belt apart. 

"Tracy told me what to do, and 
they really turned out cute, which sur-
prised me," she said. . 

Soon they had hundreds of pairs of 
earrings in their house. Tracy Traylor 
wanted to take some to the workers at 
Roberts, a high-fashion dress boutique 
in Laurel, whose workers had sent her 
a weekly card for 15 months after the 
accident. 

"The people at the dress shop had 
been so sweet to Tracy, but I was so 
embarrassed to take them the ear­
rings," Mrs. Traylor said. "We did, 
and they were so gracious to Tracy, 
but I thought they were just being nice. 
The owner later called and asked me 
if they could put Tracy's jewelry in 
the store. I could not believe it and 
thought they were kidding." 

Soon the demand for Tracy Tray­
lor' s earrings grew into an entire line 
of jewelry. 

The necklaces are each designed 

using Scripture verses as a base. Tra­
cy points to the color of bead or de­
sign- such as a cross, a dove, or oth­
er biblical symbol- while her mother 
strings them on leather strands. 

They use different types of clays 
to make each symbol, which Mrs. 
Traylor paints according to Tracy's 
instructions. No two necklaces are 
alike. They range in price from $6 for 
a simple cross, to_ $95 for one of the 
more detailed necklaces. 

The Grace necklace is Tracy's fa­
vorite. 

"God said, 'My grace is sufficient. 
For my power is made perfect in 

. weakness,"' Mrs. Traylor said. 'The 
only reason for our existence is to 
bring maximum glory to God. God's 
grace really is sufficient for us." 

"Officials were 
staggered at the 
response from a 
community of our 
size. They had so 
much donated food 
coming to the fire 
station to feed the 
volunteers they 
had to start 
turning some of it 
away." 
Cliff Reynolds, pastor of 
Goshen Baptist Church 
in Spotsylvania, Va. 

SHOWING OFF Ginny 
Traylor, (left} her daughter, 
Tracy, and Tracy's father 
admire one of the Prim 
necklaces. (RNS photo) 
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YOU CAN TAKE IT WITH YOU! 

INVEST FOR ETERNAL GAINS 

through an 

ENDOWMENT 

with the 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST FOUNDATION 
Command those who are rich in this present world not to_be arrogant nor to put their hope in 

wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be -generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm 

foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
- 1 Timothy 6:17-19 

The only way to get our treasures into heaven is to put them into something 
that is going to heaven. Real estate, stocks, bonds, oil, coal and the like are not 
going to heaven---men, women, boys and girls are. 

Through the establishment of an Endowment Fund with the . Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation you can be involved _in changing people's lives, _ until Christ 

-comes again, throµgh the ministries of . your church, scholarship funds for 
ministerial students and students . seeking a Christian secondary or college 
education, help for hurting children and their families, and support for state, home 
and foreign missions. . 

KENTUCKY 
BAP_TIST 
FOUNDATION 

Helping you make a lasting difference! 
10605 Shelbyville Road • Louisville KY 40223 • (502) 244-6466 
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