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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Baptists help Habitat hammer at Appalachia needs 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

BEATTYVILLE-Scores of Ken­
tucky Baptists were among the volun­
teers risking blisters, splinters and sun­
burn last week to help 50 families 
build decent and affordable housing 
with Habitat for Humanity's Jimmy 
Carter work camp. 

But in an organization founded and 
promoted by Baptists, there's still 
room for greater involvement by Bap­
tist churches, said Habitat leaders and 
volunteers. 

Kentucky Baptists sponsored four 
of the 50 homes for the work camp-­
more than any other denomination, 
said Rick Beech, director of church­
relations for Habitat. 

rf r.··~· •. ·•.¼, •. ·;.• .. ·· , 
' ' ;.,. '. · it ' ~-~ . , ~ 

♦" ' -~ 

, r l; 

\ 

Nationally, 1,888 
Southern Baptist church­
es have given more than 
$1 million in support to 
the Christian home-build­
ing agency, according to 
figures from Habitat. That 
ranks them behind only 
United Methodist,s and the 
Presbyterian Church 
(USA) for number of con­
gregations participating. 
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But that number ac-
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counts for just 5 percent of all South­
ern Baptist churches. • 

"There's a lot more room for 
growth, but there has been steady 
growth," said Beech, himself a Bap- , 
tist. 

BLITZ BUILDING Kentucky Baptists sponsored four of the 50 houses in the Habitat for 
Humanity project. ■ Above: Volunteer builders work in Phelps at Baptist-sponsored 
homes. ■ Right: Elvis Brown, a member of Hartford Baptist Church, saws a panel. 

In Kentucky, involvement with 
Habitat varies with each affiliate. 

"To date, we don't have any hous­
es sponsored by the Baptist commu­
nity in Louisville," said Diane Kirk­
patrick, director of Habitat for Hu­
manity of Louisville. 

By comparison, Catholic church­
es there have sponsored four homes, 
and Presbyterian churches have spon­
sored five houses, she said. "It's un­
fortunate because Baptists were . the 
leaders in establishing Louisville Hab­
itat and we would love to have them 
work .with us again," she said. 

In Morehead, however, Baptist in­
volvement is high. Don Mantooth, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of 

Morehead, is president of the local 
Habitat affiliate. 

"My church gives me a great deal 
of freedom in my role in Habitat," he 
said. 'They're good at forgiving when · 
the administrative work isn't done in 
the church because they know their 
pastor is giving in the community." 

In Paducah, Baptist churches are 
well represented, said director Philip 
Munger. In addition to financial con­
tributions from several Baptist church­
es, Immanuel Baptist Church supplies 
and installs the insulation for every 
Paducah Habitat house, he said. 

"We haven't talked the Baptists 
into building a house for us yet, but 
we're working on it," he said. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention mis­
sions leaders said they hope the Cart-

er work camp will be a springboard 
to involving more Baptists in their lo­
cal Habitat affiliates. 

Larry Martin, KBC missions divi­
sion director, said an effort is under­
way to increase Habitat involvement 
by Baptist student ministries in Ken­
tucky colleges. 

Said Truett Cocanougher, director 
of missions for Bracken Baptist As­
sociation in Maysville: "I'm hoping 
that our own people can see the larger 
picture of how we can be involved in 
helping people to have decent hous­
ing." 

Talking from the roof of a Habitat 
fiouse in Morehead, Cocanougher said 
the project is an ideal way for Chris­
tians to apply their beliefs to daily liv­
ing. "Volunteers can see that and gain 
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insight as to what it means to witness 
• by working, not just by talking." 
■ For more photos and stories from the 
Jimmy Carter project, see pages 6-9. -

Disney boycott may create a small world for Baptists 
DALLAS- It could be a small 

world after all- a world without the 
Disney Channel, ESPN, ABC televi­
sion and more than 200 other subsid­
iaries of Walt Disney Co.- for Chris­
tians who heed the Southern Baptist 
Convention's call to boycott one of 
the world's largest media and enter­
tainment companies. 

As expected, messengers at the 
SBC annual meeting in Dallas voted 
June 18 to follow through with the 
Disney boycott threatened at last 
year's convention in New Orleans. 
The show-of-hands vote was estimat­
ed at more than 90 percent favorable. 
• The resolution "on moral steward­
ship and the Disney Company" avoids 
the word "boycott" but asks the near­
ly 16 million Southern Baptists to "re­
frain from patronizing" Disney "and 

any of i~ related entities." 
The resolution accuses the family 

entertainment company of "increas­
ingly promoting immoral ideologies 
such as homosexuality, infidelity and 
adultery." Among 
offenses cited by 
Disney critics are 
a policy offering 
health-insurance 
benefits to the do­
mestic partners of 
homosexual em­
ployees, allowing 
the continuation 
of "Gay Days" at 
theme parks and the distribution ofR- • 
rated movies through Disney subsid­
iaries. 

Most recently, the Disney-owned 
ABC network introduced television's 

first leading h_omosexual character in 
an April airing of "Ellen." 

The resolution asks Southern Bap­
tists to avoid spending on any Disney 
products, charging Disney has aban­

doned its com­
mitment to fami­
ly values. 

In addition to 
Disney's three 
well-known 
theme parks, the • 
company · also 
owns the Ameri­
can Broadcast 
Co.- which in­

cludes ABC television network, 
ESPN, A&E network, more than 20 
affiliated radio and TV stations and a 
long list of trade journals, medical 
journals and software. Other entities 

include Disney-owned film compa­
nies such as Walt Disney Pictures, 
Touchstone Pictures, Miramax Films 
and the Disney Channel. 

In addition to targeting Disney, the 
resolution also calls for extending the 
boycott to "any company that pro­
motes immoral ideologies and prac­
_ tices, realizing that the Disney Co. is 
not the only such provider." 

Disney officials issued a brief re­
sponse noting the company "creates 
more family entertainment of every 
kind than anyone else in the world." 

"We plan to continue our leader­
ship role and in fact we will increase 
production of family entertainment," 

. the statement said. 
In debate over the resolution, mes­

senger Rick Markham of Snellville, 
o See Disney boycott .. . , page 2 



BAPTISTS 
Disney boycott may create small world after all 

Disney's kingdom 

Here is a partial list of 
enterprises owned by 

the Walt Disney Co., one 
of the largest media and 

entertainment-
conglomerates in the 

• world: 

Walt Disney Pictures 
Touchstone Pictures 
Hollywood· Pictures 

Caravan Pictures 
Miramax Films 

Walt Disney Home Video 
BuenaVista Television 
Touchstone Television 
Walt Disney Television 

The Disney Channel 
Hollywood Records 
Wonderland Music 

Walt Disney Music Co. 
ABC Television network 

ABC News 
ABS Sports 

ABC Radio Network 
ESPN 

Lifetime Network 
A&E Network 

24 radio/TV stations 
Walt Disney World 

Disneyland 
-Tokyo Disneyland 

Euro-Disney 
Disney Press 

Hyperion Press 
Discover magazine 

FamilyFun magazine 
Family PC magazine 

51 trade journals 
8 medical journals 

51 local newspapers 
The Disney Store 

Childcraft Education 
Diversified Publishing 
Fairchild Publications 

Chilton Enterprises 
Miller Publishing 

Hitchcock Publishing 
Wilson Publishing 

Continued from page 1 
Ga,, opposed the boycott, equating 
Southern Baptists with 20th-century 
Pharisees. 'This us-versus-them men­
tality is deadly," he said. "We are just 
reacting to an extreme while position­
ing ourselves at the other extreme. 

"If we pass this resolution, you 
have a moral obligation to cancel your . 
ESPN coverage, get rid of the A&E 
channel, stop watching Lifetime 
(channel) and never watch ABC," 
Markham said. "If we are not willing 
to do that, we are no more than 20th 
century Pharisees." 

John Sullivan, chairman of the 
SBC resolutions committee, respond­
ed to Markham's speech by saying, 
'There comes a time when you must 
say enough is enough." 

Lisa Kinney, a messeng~r from 
Keene Terrace Baptist Church in Lar­
go, Fla., drew applause for telling the 
crowd that turning off their TVs for a 
while would be no great loss. 

Kinney said she had "purchased 
the toys and watched the movies" 
but .her conversion to Christianity 
brought her to understand that Jesus 
calls her to a higher level of person­
al purity. 

"Will the Southern Baptist boycott 
on Disney change Disney? I don't 
know," she said. "Will it change us? 
Yes. We will show we love Jesus 
more than our entertainment." 

The convention rejected an amend­
ment by Walter Price, a messenger 
from First Southern Baptist Chuc.ch in 
Beaumont, Calif., which would have 
limited the boycott to one designated 
month to emphasize its impact. 

Resolutions committee chairman 
Sullivan spoke against the amend-
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ment, comparing it to an earlier sug­
gestion for a more narrowly targeted 
boycott of theme parks and merchan­
dise stores. 

"I'm against 
this for the same 
reason I'm 
against a targeted 
boycott," said 
Sullivan, execu­
tive director of 
the Florida Bap­
tist Convention. 
"If we say it is OK 11 months out of 
the year but not 12, we will seem hyp- . 
ocritical." 

Wiley Drake, pastor of First South­
ern Baptist Church in Buena Park, Ca­
lif., who introduced last year's Disney 
resolution; pledged to press for boy­
cotting other companies deemed sym­
pathetic to homosexuality. 

"Just because we can't boycott ev­
erything doesn't mean we should not 
boycott one," Drake said, adding that 
the potential negative image of the 
Southern Baptist Convention should 
not be a concern. "Jesus had a nega­
tive image when he kicked the mer­
chants out of the temple." 

After pressing for an SBC boycott 
against Disney in 1996, Drake said he 
continued to use his family pass to 
Disneyland the rest of the year. 

'The pass ran through December, 
so Disney already had the money," he 
explained. "It gave me a chance to be 
on the inside at Disney." 

Though denied a chance to speak 
during debate, former SBC president 
Jim Henry told reporters he strongly 
opposed the boycott. "The world will 
hear 'boycott' and (think) that we are 
against homosexuals," said Henry, 

pastor of First Baptist Church in Or­
lando, Fla. "We are against the prac­
tice of homosexuality, not against peo-

cott. 

ple." _ 
Henry urged 

Southern Baptists 
to ignore the res­
olution, . saying 
they are more 
likely to influence 
Disney through 
witnessing con­
tacts than a boy­

Henry said after last year's resolu­
tion he had church members come to 

him in tears and say, "Pastor, those 
people I've been witnessing to, bring­
ing to church ... they're saying, 
'Don't invite me anymore; don't come 
back; don't ask me to go to that 
church. If that's the way you feel 
about me or people, I don't have any 
time for it.' 

"This hurts us," Henry explained. 
"I do not feel like this is the best way 
to get our positive message out. That 
message is Jesus Christ loves you and 
wants to save you, and we've got that 
message. I think that's the great mes­
sage, and I don't think this is the best 
way to deliver that message." 

IMPROMPTU PRESS CONFERENCE Jim Henry, pastor of First Baptist Church of Orlando, . 
Fla., talks to reporters after he was unable to address the Disney boycott resolution. "The 
world will hear 'boycott' and (think) that we are against homosexuals," he said. "We are 
against the practice of homosexuality, not against people." (BP photo) 



KENTUCKY 
Messengers agree with Kentucky man's concern BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

DAI.LAS- A Kentuckian's con­
cern about "evolutionary ideologies" 
in magazines published by Woman's 
Missionary Union prompted messen­
gers to last week's Southern Baptist 
Convention annual meeting to pass a 
motion asking that such references 
stop. 

The motion presented by Derek 
Staples of Lewisport Baptist Church 
in Lewisport stated: "In light of recent 
printed material by Woman's Mis­
sionary Union using language that 
espouses evolutionary ideology, and 
in light of the fact that we as a South­
ern Baptist Convention believe that 
the word of God 'is a perfect treasure 
·of divine instruction and truth with­
out mixture of error,' I therefore move 
that the Southern Baptist Convention 
request its agencies and auxiliaries to 
refrain from the use of evolutionary 

ideology in the distribution of all ma­
terials." 

Staples said he was referring spe­
cifically to articles published in 
WMU's Aware magazine and Aware 
resource kit for • 
April -May -June 
1997. The articles 
"state that people 
have lived in China 
for more than 1 mil­
lion years," he re­
ported. 

WMU officials 
said no .such refer­
ence could be found in the Aware 
magazine cited, although they admit­
ted such a reference appeared in one 
small segment of a teaching strip in 
the A ware resource kit. The teaching 
kit is an optional item available to 
workers in WMU-sponsored missions 
programs for young girls. 

Many conservative Christians who 
espouse a strict literal interpretation of 

the biblical book of Genesis see an 
unresolvable conflict between the Bi­
ble's account of creation and the sci­
entific theory of evolution. The most 
conservative of these so-called "cre-

ationists" be­
lieve the world 
was created 
only 6,000 
years ago. 

Thus a state­
ment that peo­
ple have lived· 
in China for 
more than 1 

million years goes against the cre­
ationist viewpoint. 

In presenting the case for his mo­
tion to SBC messengers, Staples said 
''theological fidelity" is at stake in this 
issue. "As a parent of three small chil­
dren, it is important to me that we as 
Southern Baptists state clearly what 
we believe on this issue ... so they will 
have the clear, unadulterated, author-

itative, inerrant word of God." 
Staples' sentiments were echoed 

by Tom Woodson of Sheridan Road 
Baptist Church in Tulsa, Okla. 

''The issue today is one of trust," 
he said. "We have a holy responsibil­
ity before God to raise up our children 
in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. We must be able to trust implic­
itly all the materials produced by our 
Southern Baptist agencies." 

No one spoke against the motion, 
and it passed on a show of hands vote. 

In a brief statement later in the day, 
WMU Executive Director Dellanna 
O'Brien said: "We certainly are com­
mitted to presenting the truth in the 
Scripture. Because of that we have 
doctrinal readers for everything we 
produce. 

''There's always the possibility of 
something slipping through that might 
offend," she continued, noting the 
SBC resolution serves as "a good re­
minder to us to keep a watchful eye." 

· KENTUCKY IMAGES ■ Top left: Brian 
Ma/con, pastor of Kirksville Baptist Church 
in Richmond, catches up on the latest news 
during an afternoon break at the Southern 
Baptist Convention (BP photo by Bill 
Bangham). ■ Above: Mike Routt, pastor 
of Rose Hill Missionary Bqptist Church in 
Ashland, and his family register for the 
convention. ■ Bottom left: Jerry Rankin 
(right), president of the International Mis­
sion Board, presents the Dr. Willie Sim­
mons Award to Mikell Robinson, campus 
minister at Kentucky State University, as 
his wife, Janet, looks on. The award is given 
in recognition for leadership in helping Af­
rican Americans do international miS6ions. 
It was presented during the Southern Bap­
tist African American Fellowship luncheon. 
■ Bottom right: A couple stops by the con­
vention booth for Clear Creek Baptist Bible 
College. 

■ Keith Inman, Baptist 
campus minister at 
Murray State University, 
has been named • 
president-elect of the 
Association of Southern 
Baptist Campus 
Ministers. Inman was 
elected during the 
association's annual 
meeting June 14 at 
Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

■ Kentucky-Baptist 
churches sent 500 
messengers to this 
year's Southern Baptist 
Convention annu·aI 
meeting in Dallas. They 
were among a total of 
12,414 messengers 
from across the nation, 
the lowest messenger 
registrations since 1973 
when the SBC met in 
Portland, Ore. 

■ Arnold Caddell, 
the member of Erlanger 
Baptist Church in North­
ern Ke.ntucky whose 
nomination to a South­
ern Baptist Convention 
post had been chal­
lenged, was elected to 
the SBC committee on 
order of business with­
out public opposition. 
The SBC committee on 
nominations had threat­
ened to withdraw Cad­
dell's n_omination be­
cause his church allows 
members to make con­
tributions to the Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship. 
The chairman of the 
nominating committee 
later declared that the 
Kentucky church meets 
"the letter of the law," if 
not the spirit: 
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Perverse leaders 
Can there be any greater indication 

of the perversity of our denomination­
al leaders when: · 

I They object to a gender-accurate 
(inerrant) Bible? 

I In a world filled with real terror­
ists and evil-doers, our leaders declare 
Disney the enemy? 

· Against this backdrop, I present 
two truths: (1) Women are fully hu­
man; and (2) Mickey Mouse is not an 
enemy. 

Our leaders, seemingly at ease with 
prob1ems of the greatest 
complexity, can not ac­
cept even the simplest 
and most obvious truth 
if it be such as would 
oblige them to admit the 
falsity of conclusions 
which they have delight­
ed in explaining to col­
leagues, which they 
have proudly taught to 
others and which they 
have woven into the fab­
ric of their lives. 

It is difficult to get persons to un­
derstand something when their sala­
ries depend upon not understanding it. 

Gary L. Millsap 
Louisville 

Don't speak for me 
I have read with interest all the let­

ters concerning gender and biblical 
truth. 

Those wlio have argued against the 
role of women in leadership have at­
tacked Western Recorder editors for 
expressing positions in editorials. 
They also have made unsupported 
claims that they speak for the majori­
ty of Baptists. They accuse people 
(who differ with them) of words and 
thoughts that do not belong to those 
people. 

In response, first, editorials are un­
derstood to be personal statements of 
opinion-and everybody has a right 
to one. 

Second, no one can speak for me-­
or anyone else for that matter-unless 
he or she has asked me my feelings 
first. Anyone who claims to do so is 
telling one untruth multiplied by the 
number of people offended by the 
statement. 

Third, the accusation that those 
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OPINION 
who.favor the ge[).der-accuracy action service for Christ as Sojourner sum­
are attempting to feminize the Bible · mer missionaries. College and semi­
and are not God-fearing is unfair, un- nary students can spend either a sum­
founded, inaccurate and inappropriate. mer or a school year serving as sum-

I do fear God. I also have the ind- · mer or semester missionaries. College 
welling of the Holy Spirit and know graduates under age 30 can serve in 
Jesus Christ as my Savior. And I un- • either North America or around the 
derstand enough about language, the world for two years as US-2 mission­
transformation of language and the aries or journeymen. 
translation oflanguage to realize that - Through these and other Southern 
language is fluid; it must adapt to the . • Baptist-sponsored volunteer minis­
changes in the listeners of it in order • tries, young people have the opportu­
to communicate the intent of the orig- ,'nity to be involved in church-based, 
inal speaker. . practical ministries such as those sug-

Fourth, I am distressed, not be- gested by Campolo. At this moment, 
cause I disagree with the 2,000 Southern Baptist high school 
positions held by the and college students and young adults 
writers, but because the are serving as volunteer missionaries 
writers suggest that they in the United States and around the 
are the only ones wbo world. These youth, students and 
have a direct communi- young adults are winning people to 
cation line to God. Christ, helping start churches and 
Doesn't the "priest- meeting needs from a Christian per­
hood" of the believer spective. 
endow everyone a com- For more information about volun­
munication line to God teer opportunities for youth, students 
through prayer? and young adults, call the student vol-

Finally, I am dis- unteer mobilization unit of the North 
mayed by mean-spiritedness toward American Mission Board at (800) 
other Christians. How can we reach 462-VOLS or the student section of 
out to the unsaved when we don' t re- the International Mission Board at 
fleet Christ's love to our own? (800) 789-4693. 

How will I be able to answer for Van Simmons 
the investment and stewardship of the Student Volunteer Mobilization 
"talents" God entrusted in me ifl hide North American Mission Board 
them in the ground-or behind a Alpharetta, Ga. 
man's authority? . 

E. Carolyn Tucker 
Dixon 

Student missions 
Recently I read an interesting com­

mentary by Tony Campolo (April 8, 
page 4) in the Recorder. In the article, 
"A Challenge for Youth Missions," 
Campolo sets forth a suggested min­
istry involvement plan for young peo­
ple. 

Campolo's plan of church-based 
ministry involvement in evangelism 
and social ministry is excellent. He 
suggests a variety of positive results, 
including personal growth for the mis­
sionaries, assistance for new or strug­
gling churches and an excitement 
among the churches the missionaries 
join.after their term.of service. 

Southern Baptists already have a 
similar ministry in place, funded by 
state Baptist student ministries and our 
North American · and International 
mission boards. High ,school juniors 
and seniors can spend a summer in 

Qualified nominee 
After reading the epistle regarding 

the nomination of Arnold Caddell to 
serve on the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion' s committee on order of business 
(June 10, page 2), I can see no justifi­
cation for rejection. 

There are guidelines and there is a 
policy. Caddell would be a valuable 
asset to the committee. Giving is a 
freedom of choice. 

These guidelines, it seems to me, 
are of the kind that would be wel­
comed in the Kremlin. 

Take advantage of this man's prov­
en ability. Don't swallow a camel and 
choke on a gnat. 

Bryce VanLandingham 
Erlanger 

Editor's note: Although Caddell 's 
nomination was challenged prior to 
the SBC annual meeting, the chal­
lenge was dismissed after the Record­
er published news ofCaddell's plight. 

Healthy marriages 
• are possible 

By John Lepper 
After writing the Family Fo­

rum column on aging for almost 
five years, I look forward now to 
writing the marriage column. 
Since this is my first column in 
the area of marriage I thought it 
might be helpful to share some 

of my own 
story as well 
as my hopes 
and dreams 
for couples. 

It began 
almost 51 
years ago 
when I was 
born into a 
Christian 

family. My parents' love for God 
was evident in the way they loved 
and related to one another and 
their three sons. Our family was 
not perfect, but it was the source 
of meaning and purpose in life . 

When I was 15 my mother 
died and my father carried on the • 
tradition of providing, as best he 
could, love and guidance for our 
family. While the church had al- • 
ways been our extended family, 
its role became niore important. 

Connie and I were married 26 
years ago this week. It' s been , a 
great 26 years. We've fallen 
down and gotten up; we've strug­
gled to grow together; we've en­
joyed these years. We've taken 
our vows seriously, and we' ve 
taken seriously our potential as a 
couple. In many ways, the spar­
kle that faded with the death of 
my mother has been replaced by 
the family we've created and nur­
tured. We've personally benefit­
ed from marriage enrichment as 
well as marriage counseling. 

Here are some of my beliefs, 
hopes and dreams about mar­
riage: 

I God believes in family. 
I Healthy marriages are pos­

sible. 
. I Weddings mark only the 

beginning of a marriage. Growth 
through the years is possible. 

I Frustrations in our current 
family often have more to do 
with experiences in our family of 
origin than in the current situa-
tion. ' • 

I Couples are driven by un­
conscious forces developed dur­
ing childhood. , 

I Maniag~ Ciounseling can 
help couples move beyond stuck 
places and help couples stay to­
gether and'grow. 

• I Churches need to help cou­
ples discover how to apply bibli­
cal principles to their marriages 
and families. - --

1 Marriage enrichment oppor­
tunities provided by churches 
have great potential in contribut­
ing to growing marriages. 

John Lepper is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
family ministry department. 
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There was a pox on our house, 
and, of course, Mark was gone 

SHESAID The pox: chapter one. 
It was bound to happen the way it 

did. It was inevitable. Mark was out of 
town. 

He left about 6 p.m. Sunday night. 
Our Realtor called about 9:30 p.m. There 
was a complication on the counter-offer 
we had made the day before to someone 
finally wanting to buy our house. And I 
had to make a decision that riight. 

Ali~on Wingfield Of course, Mark was out of town. 
After a sleepless night, worrying and 

fretting over whether I made the right decision, I got the boys 
up early and out the door for their first day of vacation Bible 
school. 

After three weeks of summer vacation, I think I was more 
excited than they were. A whole week of freedom (at least for 
three-and-a-half hours a day) loomed in front of me. I didn't 
even mind that Mark was going to be gone to the Southern 
Baptist Convention until Friday, because I knew I'd have a 
break every day. I was going to get some freelance work done 
without a thousand interruptions, get my hair cut, go to a 
mall (or two) by myself. I even had an appointment for my 
first manicure in five years. 

Monday afternoon, things got dicier on the house. Of . 
course they did: Mark was out of town. 

And that night, as I was getting the boys ready for baths, I 
noticed some suspicious-looking spots on Luke. We had 
avoided tne chicken pox for five years. As a matter of fact, I . 
had planned to have them vaccinated in August, before 
school starts again. • 

No need for that. It was indeed the pox. And we missed 
the rest of VBS. Garrett (who has yet to break out) even opted 
to stay home with Luke. 

Of course, Mark was out of town. 
And we were in quarantine all week. I now know all the 

drive-throughs in town. We even got our car emissions test 
out of the way. 

Now we're waiting for the other shoe to drop, checking 
Garrett every day for spots. All we need to do is check the 
calendar and see when Mark is due to leave again. That's 
when Garrett will break out. 

11 ESAID Same song, 350th verse. Anyone 
with a job that requires travel knows this 
routine well. Trouble waits until you're 
out of town to strike. 

And then you spend the next six 
months trying to make it up to your 
spouse. But you can't make it up, 
because such events are everlasting 
trl!mP cards. I imagine when Luke is 
grown and living on his own Alison still 

Mark Wingfield will remind me of the crises that struck 
while I was out of town. 

I know trouble waits to catch you out of town because our 
real estate trauma proves it. We've been trying to sell this 
house for eight months. (A house, incidentally, that everyone 
advised us would sell in a matter of days.) Eight months with 
no buyer; then I'm out of town for a week and suddenly we 
have two buyers fighting for the house, each threatening to 
sue someone if they don't get it. 

Where were these people the week before, when everyone 
was in town? Or for that matter, where were these people 
eight months ago? They were waiting until I was out of town 
and Alison was in quarantine with a chicken-poxed child. 

I've decided to take comfort in the Scripture passage that 
says God "never slumbers nor sleeps." Surely that means 
God doesn't go out of town: 1·m glad, because if God went 
out of town, there's no telling what might happen. 

OPINION 
Would ·Jesus. go to Disne·y World? 

Some days, it seems like the Southern Baptist Con­
vention wants to control the world. Now that we're be­
yond battling for control of the convention's internal work- • 
ings, the quest for domination has turned outward. 

The resolution to boycott the Walt Disney Co. adopt­
ed by messengers to last week's SBC annual meeting is 
the most recent example of this attempt to make the world 
march to our beat, But it is not the only example. 

Last month, three SBC seminary presidents and offi­
cials of the SBC Sunday School Board threat-

A messenger from Florida made a stirring appeal in 
favor of the Disney boycott last week. She talked about 
how iesus changed her life and now demands a higher 
level of personal purity in her life. For her, that means 
not supporting Disney. She acknowledged her actions 
have more effect on her than on Disney. 

If personal piety really is the goal, then the focus 
should be on individual action rather than corporate 
action. 

That's in keeping with the historic Bap­
ened a boycott of the New International Ver­
sion of the Bible if the English translation 
were updated to make certain nouns and pro­

EDITORIAL 
tist belief in the priesthood of the believer. 
Each of us is responsible individually to God; 
no church body or official has the right to 

nouns "gender-accurate"-and, ironically, more true to 
the original biblical languages. 

tell us where to shop or what kind of entertainment is ap­
propriate for our families. 

The SBC also is becoming a force to be reckoned with 
in Washington, where the Baptist interest has turned from 
safeguarding the First Amendment to trying to rewrite it 
in an image more helpful to our cause. A Southern Bap­
tist agency is leading the demand for greater accommo­
dation-of religious practice by government- from letting 
religious majorities set the agenda for prayer in public 
schools to requiring government to pay for religious edu­
cation. 

While making such a mandate may not have been the 
intent of the Disney resolution, it is the effe~t. We have 
created one more litmus test that can be used to define 
who is a "loyal" Southern Baptist. 

When our quest for personal piety leads us to pile up 
heavy burdens unrelated to God's redemptive work, then 
we become modem-day Pharisees, as another messenger 
pointed out. 

The SBC' s Disney boycott is the equivalent of the • 
meaningless regulations of the Scribes and Pharisees of 
Jesus' day. Besides that, it is structured in such an all-or­
nothing manner that it has no chance of being effective. 
The negative repercussions far outweigh any potential 
good. 

And now the SBC has given Mickey marching orders 
because of who he keeps company with. 

The problem in all these cases is that the zealots among 
us are demanding that the world conform to their stan­
dards rather than working to ensure that they personally 
conform to God's standards. 

The Bible admonishes us not to conform to the pattern 
of this world but to be transformed by the renewing of 
our minds. It says nothing·about boycotting when secular 
companies don't embrace our values. • 

Jesus has been described as the greatest revolutionary 
ever to walk the earth. His mission was to change the 
world. But he consistently rejected opportunities to con-

Where is the wisdom in demanding that we avoid some 
of the best family products available in order to make a 
statement on "family values?" And where is the wisdom 
in building a wall between those who have the gospel and 
those who need it? Where is the wisdom in harming the 
years of personal witness to Disney employees carried on 
by brothers and sisters like those at First Baptist Church 
of Orlando, Fla.? 

trol the world. , Would Jesus go to Disney World? Absolutely. And he 
probably would go on Gay Day because that's where he 
could do the most good. He would walk among all the 
people, inviting them to journey from their small world 
to God's Tomorrowland. · 

When we attempt to control the world, we deny the 
power of Jesus to change the world. Jesus did not operate 
from a position of power, but oflove. If we really believe 
what he taught, we ought to shun power and seek love as 
well. 

Now boarding 
By Carey Newman 

My friend approached me with a 
Bible in one hand and a piece of pa­
per in the other. 

"I was digging through my Bible 
and found some old sermon notes. 
One in particular caught my eye. It 
was dated January 1991 and was 
preached by a visiting 
preacher in our church. 
It was about how Sadd­
am Hussein's invasion 
of Kuwait was a direct 
and specific fulfillment 
of God's plan for the 
world; and that Jesus 
was due to return on the 
heels of a great war in 
the Middle East I still 
remember the sermon. 
The way he cut and pasted parts of the 
Bible made it seem so convincing. As 
I now look at the sermon, I know that 
his interpretation, though sincere, was 
mistaken. I guess my question now is: 
. What should I think about the Second 
Coming of Jesus?" . 

The first thing to note is that the 
Bible backs off from giving anything 
resembling a timetable. When asked 
by his disciples, even the risen Jesus 
claimed ignorance on the subject of 

his own return. In the end, the claims 
of some (even if well-intentioned) to 
know more than Jesus did distorts the 
teaching of the Scriptures. 

What can be said about the Sec­
ond Coming of Jesus? Much. The 
Second Coming is both necessary and 
certain and is made so by the Resur­
rection of Jesus and the gift of the 

Spirit. The Second Com­
ing is made necessary by 
the Resurrection because 
it begins something that 
must be brought to con­
clusion; and the Second 
Coming is made certain 
by the gift of the Spirit 
because the Spirit is 
God's down payment, 
his promise to bring all 
things to their final end. 

The Second Coming of Jesus is 
imminent. According to the New Tes­
tament nothing stands in the way of 
Jesus' Second Coming. God's final 
triumph over the powers of evil could 
occur at any moment. The cry of the 
early church, "Maranatha," (Come 
quickly our Lord!") reflects its hope 
for a speedy and imminent return. 

Finally, the Second Coming will be 
a surprise. At first blush to say this 
seems to contradict its necessity, cer- • 

- Mark Wingfield 

tainty and imminence. 
Yet the Bible holds all these ideas 

together. Jesus consistently warns that 
his own return will be sudden and un­
expected. Jesus' return will be mi sur­
prising as his Resurrection-only 
more so. 

On a recent flight the dreaded 
words of the captain, "We seem to be 
having some minor mechanical prob-. 
lems-we should be underway soon," 
were met with the obligatory groans. 
Despite the predicament, I and my 
hundred or so fellow travelers were 
certain that the airline was going to get 
all of us to our final destinations. The 
tickets we held in our hands represent­
ed the airline's promise to complete 
what it started-even if they were to 
do so in some quite unpredictable and 
surprising ways. 

While we all looked forward to an 
imminent departure-hoping it would 
be sooner than later-we also knew 
that no one, not even the captain, 
could state with accuracy the precise 
moment. 

I told my friend to hope passion- · 
ately but live patiently, for our eager­
ness fur the Second Coming of Jesus 
should be matched by our resolve to 
wait in faithfulness. The Second Com­
ing of Jesus is the final and full real­
ization of all God started in the Res­
urrection. 
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"Regardless of 
how much skill and 

training you've 
had, you can still 

contribute to 
missions." 

Jeff Hinson, a Baptist 
from Charlotte, N.C., and 

volunteer with the 
Jimmy Carter work 

camp 

MINISTRY 
'Hammering' has impact on Appalachia & volunteers 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

PHELPS-Standing by a stack of 
roof trusses, Mike York summed up 
the feelings of many volunteers last 
week. • 

"I'm not a carpenter, but I'm a 
good gopher," said York, pastor of 
Elkhorn City Baptist Church. • 

York's church sits on U.S. High­
way 80 on the far eastern side of Ken­
tucky. He compares the congrega­
tion's mission to the road, which spans 
.the commonwealth from Virginia to 
Missouri. 

"We look at our mission field as 
the whole state," he said 

So when volunteers from his 
church recently helped Falmouth dig 
out of the worst flood in years, they 
were ready to go again when their di­
rector of missions asked them to con­
sider helping last week with Habitat 
for Humanity. 
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"It makes us feel like we're a part 
of Kentucky Baptist missions," he 
said. 

The church averages about 100 in 
Sunday school and never could match 
the dollars some churches pumped 
into the project, York conceded. "But 
we feel like we can do a lot by being 
out here." 

. ON.BLITZIN' Volunteers came to the Habitat for Humanity blitz build from a variety of backgrounds and motivations. ■ Above: The site 
in Pikeville. ■ Below left: Steve Goad, a Baptist from Charlotte, N.C. ■ Bel.ow right: Pastor Mike York (left) and Bill Brickey of Elkhorn 
City Baptist Church. ■ Left corner: Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter greet Baptist Brotherhood volunteers who served food in Beattyvile. 

That's why he and two members, 
Doyle Bailey and Bill Brickey, 
.worked all week at the house Ken­
tucky Baptists sponsored in Phelps. 
And that's why members baked 25 
pies and cakes to help feed the volun­
teers working in that part of Kentucky 
with the Jimmy Carter work project 
for Habitat for Humanity. 

"We wanted the churches of Pike 
County to be represented," he said. 

Reasons for working with the blitz 
build varied as greatly as 
the distances traveled to 

member of First Baptist Church of 
Belfry, said she came to work because 
she heard how much fun a relative had 
during a local Habitat build last fall. 

"He had such a great 

• get to Appalachia. 1997 
time, we couldn't wait 
for him to come home 
(each night) to tell us 
what he'd done," she 
said. 

Ray Wilson, pastor of 
Rockhouse Baptist 
Church in Leslie County, 
called the project a good 
witness for Baptists in the 
county. 

Jlmmll' Carter 
Work ProJaot 

Leslie County con­
tained one of the four . 
Habitat houses sponsored 
by Kentucky Baptists. 

...... 

~ 
After she worked dur­

ing the day her pastor, 
Steve Rice, helped install 
the plumbing for the 
houses in that area. Hammering 

"We're just thrilled 
that Baptists are taking 
part," Blackburn said. 

In tit■ HIiia 

"It's a way to let Le- · 
slie County know that Kentucky Bap­
tists care about Leslie County in a vis­
ible way," he said. "We talk about 
caring. Now we've got to put it in ac­
tion. And this is putting it into action." . 

Meanwhile, Nancy Blackburn, a 

;wt~ 

Kentucky Baptists weren't the only 
Baptists who volunteered last week. 

Steve Goad of Charlotte, N .C., said 
he got involved in Habitat through his 
church, Providence Baptist, and was 
pleased at how much closer the church 
grew by working together. 

"It was amazing how many peo­
ple wanted to help," said Goad, who· 
added more people are involved in 
local missions as a result of working 
with Habitat. • 

Jeff HinsoQ, also of Providence 
Baptist, agreed. "I never had really 
gotten involved other than giving rriy 
money for missions," he said. 

"It made me realize it's not just 
something you have to go somewhere 
to do. You can do it in your own back 
yard," he added. "Regardless of how 
much skill and training you've had, 
you can still contribute to missions," 

Reb Snyder, of West Point Baptist 
church in West Point, Nebraska, said 
she believes God led her to work in 

Habitat last week. 
"So often as Baptists we focus on 

evangelizing or telling people the 
good news," she said. "I just realized 
it's important to serve as well." 

Not everyone was motivated by a 
religious sense of mission. Susan 
Scarritt of Philadelphia said she came 
to Kentucky to visit with family mem­
bers who also were coming for the 
blitz build. 

"My sister and I thought this would 
be a great time to have some time to­
gether and do something making a dif­
ference." 

In fact, it wasn't until she arrived 
on site and heard the history of Rabi- • 
tat that she learned it has a religious 
basis. 'That kind of surprised me," she 
said. "I'm poking my sister and say­
ing, 'Did you know that?"' 

She said she has experience at con­
struction sites with lots of yelling and 
profanity. "It's kind of refreshing to 
see this kind of atmosphere." 

Among the more well-known vol­
unteers was U.S. House Speaker Newt 
Gingrich, who aantitted he was skep­
tical the first time he heard of Habitat. 

"I said, 'Oh, that's that kind of do~ 
goodism that makes them feel good 
but doesn't do very much,"' he said. 

It wasn't until he visited a house 

dedication in his district that he 
learned what a difference Habitat can 
make. "It-was really, for me, a trans-
formational moment," he said. • 

"What you' re seeing is people get­
ting a little closer together as they 
work together," Gingrich said. "It is, 
I think, the best example I know of a 
way to bring together human beings." 
- As another example of that, in 

. Washington 35 congressmen from 
across the political spectrum have 
worked on the "house the House 
built," Gingrich said. Those represen­
tatives have challenged every mem­
ber of the House to go back to their 
district and work on a Habitat house, 
he said. 

Elvis Brown, a member of Hart­
ford Baptist Church in Hartford, Ky., 
has another group in mind. 

"My wish is that everyone who's 
• affiliated with a church to have just 
one time to come on a Habitat project 
and see how people can come togeth­
er," he said. 

Asked how he feels about the fam­
ily he's working with, Brown became 
emotional. 

''They're my family," he said, try­
ing to h9ld back a tear. "It's just like 
if I build a house for my own wife and 
kids." 
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MINISTRY 
Habitat families 'need a helping hand, -not a handout' I 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

PHELPS-Had he not died last 
fall, Carl Booth would have turned 45 
years old on the day Habitat for Hu­
manity volunteers started building his 

. family's new home. 
Anna Booth brought her husband's 

memory to the work site on Monday, 
June 16, with a tear in her eye and his 
old hat on her head. 

TIJe three-bedroom house built last 
week will allow her to move from a 
mobile home owned by her brother to 
a home of he_r own for herself and the 
two children who still live with her. 

Booth, 52 and a true coal miner's 
daughter, said she was excited by the 
people who turned out to help her 
build her house. 

"I'm jµst a bundle of nerves," she 
said watching workers assemble the 
framing for walls that would go up 
later that day. 

Booth's was one of 50 families to 
benefit from the Jimmy Carter work 
camp last week. 

While the families might be con­
sidered low-income, Eric Taylor said 
that they shouldn't be called poor. 
'They are not poor of spirit. They are 
not poor of heart. They are not poor 
of their religion," said Taylor, a vol­
unteer from Tallahassee, Fla. 

"The prices of housing are just 
going so high that no bank is going to 
lend them that money," he said. 

Habitat's new homeowners are 
purchasing their houses under the 
agency's no-interest, no-profit guide­
lines. Homes built last week cost an 
average $33,000 for a two-bedroom 
house and $35,000 for a three-bed­
room house. 

By not charging interest, the 20-
year mortgages cost just $137.50 or 
$145.83 monthly . 

House payments are rolled into a 
fund that builds more Habitat homes. 

In addition, Mrs. Booth and others 
attended classes to prepare them for 
home ownership, including such sub­
jects · as personal finance and house 
maintenance. 

Volunteer Dee White, a pharma­
cist who lives in Red Jacket (15 miles 
from Phelps) said she sees the need 
for Habitat's services 

'There are people who want to do 
for themselves. They just need a help­
ing hand-not a hand out," she said. 

So, like others, White took a week 
from her job to wield a hammer, car­
ry supplies or do whatever else was 
needed to build a house in six days. 

' 

~ 

1997 
,IIMM1' Carter 
Werk ProJeot 

"I'm very unskilled, well-supervised 
labor," she said. 

Until Saturday, Donna Jones rent­
ed a trailer that's "in pretty bad shape." 
Last week she said she was looking 
forward to having reliable windows, 
doors and a piece of property she can 
leave to her daughter. 

"It's God sent," she said of the 
house sponsored by Kentucky Bap­
tists. 

Rosie Blankenship worked for 
Habitat three years and ·had seen what 
it had meant to others before she was 
chosen to be a Habitat homeowner. 

"You see people who have had 
nothing have something they could 
call their own," she said. 

"When you know you've helped 
somebody, it kind of gives you a good 
feeling for yourself." 

It's a feeling she said she hopes to 
continue feeling now that she has her 
own house. 

"When I get older and get my son 
grown, I want to travel around and 
help Habitat," she said. 'There's still 
a lot of people who care about other 
people." 
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HAPPY FAMILIES ■ Top: 
Habitat founder Millard 
Fuller meets recipient 
families in Beattyville. 

'-

■ Above: Anna Booth 
works on her home in Pike 
County. ■ Far left: Rosie 
Blankenship stands in the 
bedroom of her new house. 
■ Left: Donna Jones talks 
with Elvis Brown, a . 
Kentucky Baptist from 
Hartford. (Photos by David 
Winfrey) 
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MINISTRY 
1-Blitz ,builds have resulted in more than 400 homes 

nity 
., (912) 924-6935. 
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More than 400 houses have been 
built during the Jimmy Carter work 
projects, which began in 1984. Here's 
an overview: 

' ■ 1984-1985, New York City. The 
Carters were joined by dozens of vol­
unteers in the renovation of a six-sto­
ry, 19-unit apartment building. "We 
hardly got enough volunteers to fill a 
bus," Carter recalled. Workers re­
turned in 1985 to complete the work. 

■ 1986, Chicago. About 150 volun­
teers- working under rainy condi­
tions- built a four-unit townhouse. 

■ 1987, Charlotte, N.C. The Carters 
were joined by 235 volunteers in the 
construction of 14 houses. This 
marked the first year the project was 
held in tandem with a worldwide 
house-raising week. An estimated 
250-300 homes were begun or under 
construction during House-Raising 
Week '87. 

■ 1988, Philadelphia & Atlanta. 
About 200 volunteers renovated a 10-
unit rowhouse in a section of North 
Philadelphia. At the same time, the • 
Jimmy Carter work project drew 
1,000 volunteers and saw the comple­
tion of 20 houses in Atlanta. An esti­
mated 200 h_omes were begun, built 
or rehabbed during House-Raising 

Week '88. 

■ 1989, Milwaukee. Nearly 1,000 
volunteers built six new homes and 
renovated eight others. House-Raising 
Week '89 drew the participation of 
180 affiliated and 14 sponsored 
projects, resulting in the startup, com­
pletion or renovation of nearly 500 
homes. 

■ 1990 Tijuana, Mexi­
co, & San Diego. An 
estimated 2,000 volun­
teers raised 100 homes 
in Tijuana and another 
seven houses in San · 
Diego. 

■ 1991, Miami. More 
than 400 volunteers 
built 14 houses and a 
day care center. 

■ 1992, Washington & 
Baltimore. Ten homes Fuller & Carter 
were completed in the 
nation's capital, and 10 rowhouses . 
were rehabbed in the Sandtown area 
of Baltimore. About 1,000 volunteers 
were involved. 

■ 1993, Winnipeg, Manitoba & Wa­
. terloo, Ontario, Canada: More than 
1,100 volunteers built 18 houses in 
Winnipeg and 10 houses in Waterloo. 

■ 1994, Eagle Butte, S.D. Thirty 
houses were completed on the Chey­
enne River Indian Reservation. 

■ 1995, Southern California. More 
than 1,500 volunteers from 39 states 
and five countries participated in this 
Jimmy Carter work project. Twenty­
one houses were built in the Watts/ 

Willowbrook commu­
··¼J nity of Los Angeles, 

while accelerated builds 
were- held at five other 
Habitat affiliates in 
southern California. 

· ■ 1996, Vac, Hungary. 
Ten houses were built 
by the Carters and 
about 500 other volun­
teers from 23 countries. 

■ 1997, Appalachian 
Kentucky & Tennes­
see. About 2,400 vol-
unteers built 50 homes 
during the 14th annual 

work project. Another 100 houses 
were begun by other Habitat affiliates 
and by the Federation of Appalachian 
Housing Enterprises. 

■ 1998, Houston. 

■ 1999, Philippine Islands. 

BUILDERS ■ Left: John Edwards (righi), a member ofFirst Baptist Church of Russell studies a wall at a house site in Morehead. 
■ Right: Rhelda Toler, a member of First Baptist Church of Moreheaq, hammers on the roof of a Habitat house in Morehead. Toler was 
a Habitat house recipi~nt in 1993. (Photos by Becky Dodson) 

Program\,tries to keep poorer countries on equal footing 
BEATTYVILLE-Organizers 

of the Jimmy Carter work camp 
face a challenge when the project 
travels to the Philippines in two 
years. . . 

Leaders long have sought to 
make the program an equal part­
nership between recipients and 
volunteers. But when workers ar­
rive with much more resources 
than the residents of a lesser de­
veloped country; officials must 
work to keep the two sides on 
equal footing. 

One answer is the Global 
Church Challenge, said Steve 
Weir, director of Habitat for Hu-

manity Intemational's Asia Pacif­
ic region. 

With it, churches from more de­
veloped countries supply 90 per­
cent of the money for a house and 
10 percent of the labor. Those fig­
ures are switched for a church in 
the less developed country. 

"It's really a way we can act in 
partnership instead of rich church­
poor church,:'.said Weir. 

Weir recalled a Baptist pastor in 
Fiji who wanted his congregation 
to gain a new perspective on what 
it means to be a church. 

The 20 members of the church 
wanted to participate in building a 

Habitat house, but the mountain 
village was a money-less society 
that grew its own food and bartered 
for other services. 

Like a youth group preparing 
for a mission trip, the members 
took produce into the nearest town 
to sell for money, Weir said. Mem­
bers then went to villages, work­
ing various jobs to raise the mon­
ey needed. 

In a country where the average 
income is $60 per month, the little 
church raised more than $600 to 
help build a church, Weir ~ail · 

"It was just a really empower­
ing thing," he said. 

-------
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Builders spend week· working, worshiping togethe~ I 
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IMAGES ■ Above left: U.S. House Speakf!r Newt 
Gingrich and United Nations assistant secretary 
general for housing Wally N'Dow work on a Habitat 
home in Pikeville. ■ Above right: Women from 
California and Maryland drive nails in the Hyden 
house sponsored by Kentucky Baptists. ■ Center 
left: Jimmy Carter prays with an assembly in 
Beattysville. ■ Center middle: Steve Springer, 
pastor of Thousandsticks United Methodist Church 
in Hyden, leads a morning devotion for volunteers. 
■ Center right: Alonzo Dixon, pastor of Beattyville 

- Baptist Church. 
Ji ■ Bottom left: 

Volunteers raise a truss 
for the Kentucky Baptist­
sponsored house near 
Phelps. ■ Bottom 
middle: Southern 
Baptist volunteers feed 
workers in•Beattyville. 
■ Bottom right: A high 
school football field 
became a tent city for 
the week. (Photos by 
David Winfrey) 
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"The 
reorganization ... 
hints to a lack of 

concern and 
interest for ethnic 

and black 
presence in the 

SBC." 
Emmanuel McCall, 

former c!iJ:e.ctor of black 
churob extension with 

the Home Mission Board 

BAPTISTS 
I SBC restructuring costs. report total $6 million 

By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

DALLAS-Restructuring the 
Southern Baptist Convention has cost 
an estimated $6 

ing is based on actual expenditures 
and expenditures committed for the 
futur~. Most of that total-$4.3 mil­
lion_.:relates to merging the three old 
agencies into NAMB. 

Another 
million, members 
of the SBC Exec­
utive Committee 
weretoldJune 16. 

c ' I -r .): T'?J. I 

1'1[) ~~ 
$716,000 relates 
to dissolving five 
other entities: the 
Education Com­
mission, Stew­
ardship Commis­
sion, Historical 
Commission, 

However, that 
$6 million price 
tag could be offset 
by $40 million in 
savings over the 
next five years, for a net savings of 
$34 million, according to the 10-mem­
ber task force that has guided restruc­
turing. 

. The implementation task force 
made its final report to the Executive 
Committee in a special session one 
day prior to votes at the SBC annual 
meeting which finalized all elements 
of the restructuring. The plan, in pro­
cess for two years, reduces the num­
ber of denominational agencies from 
19 to 12 and creates a new domestic 
missions agency called the North 
American Mission Board. 

The bulk of the $34 million in pro­
jected net savings was calculated by 
comparing estimated annual operating 
costs for NAMB to what it would have 
cost to keep operating the Home Mis­
sion Board, Brotherhood Commission 
and Radio & Television Commission 
at their current levels for the next five 
years. 
• The $6 million cost of restructur-

. Southern Baptist 
Foundation and Southern Baptist 
Commission on the American Baptist 
Seminary. 

Another $970,000 has been paid to 
consultants and attorneys and to cov­
er printing and travel costs related to 
restructuring. 

The task force reported that 217 
denominational employees have lost 
their jobs due to the restructuring. The 
largest numbers were cut at the Home 
Mission Board (98), Brotherhood 
Commission (60) and Radio & Tele­
vision Commission (30) to form 
NAMB. 

On a percentage basis, employees 
of the Brotherhood Commission took 
the hardest hit of the three agencies 
merged to form NAMB. Only 19 per­
cent of the Brotherhood Commis­
sion's 74 employees will have· jobs 
with NAMB. That compares to 70 
percent of RTVC employees and 69 
percent of HMB employees. 

NAMB will begin operation with 

365 employees, 165 less than the 530 
that had been employed by the three 
merged agencies. 

Terminating employees at all SBC 
agencies affected by restructuring has 
required expenditures of $1.8 million 
in severance benefits, the task force 
reported. 

The HMB brings by far the most 
assets to the marriage of the three 
agencies merging to form NAMB, 

. with reserves of $57 million. The 
RTVC brings assets of$1 million but 
also a $1.5 million debt on its Fort 
Worth, Texas, headquarters building. 
The task force reported that a contract 
has been signed for sale of the Broth­
erhood Commission's headquarters in 
Memphis, Tenn. When that $1.2 mil­
lion sale is closed, the Brotherhood 
Commission will bring about $1 mil­
lion into NAMB. 

SOMETHING NEW Two men stand beside 
the display for the North American Mission 
Board. The new agency was formed June 
19 during a meeting of trustees. It was 
established by the merger of the Home 
Mission Board, the Brotherhood Com­
mission, and Radio and Television Com­
mission. (BP photo) 

Some African-Americans troubled by restructu~ing 
DALLAS (ABP}--African-Amer­

icans in the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion have "lost" in the restructuring 
process, some former denomination­
al employees expressed at the 
African-American Fellowship gather­
ing June 16 in Dallas. 

"We have some very serious con­
sternations in this restructuring," Den­
nis Mitchell, former consultant in the 
black church extension division of the 
Home Mission Board, said in an in­
terview at the meeting. "African­
Americans have lost in this. We have 
moved backward. 

''The fact that we were not includ­
ed in the process just underscores the 
fact that there is still work to be done," 
he added. 

Mitchell, now executive adminis­
trator at Greenforest Unity Baptist 
Church in Decatur, Ga., said the loss 
of positions related to African-Amer­
ican work at the new North American 
Mission Board compared to the old 
Home Mission Board presents. serious 
questions for the future role of 
African-Americans in the SBC. 

Concerns about the future relation 
of SBC agencies, particularly NAMB, 
to African-Americans were expressed · 
during a business session of the Afri­
can-American Fellowship. Officers of 
the organization said more intense 
debate will occur during an Oct. 1-3 
meeting in New York City. 

The concerns raised during the Af­
rican-American Fellowship came on 
the heels of critical comments by the 
former longtime director of black 
church extension at the HMB. In a 

June 7 speech to the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society, Emmanuel Mc­
Call, departed from a prepared text to • 
criticize the makeup of NAMB. 

"I make a very painful statement," 
McCall said. ''The reorganization ... 
hints to a lack of concern and interest 

. for ethnic and black presence in • the 
SBC." 

McCall, who left the HMB in 1993 
to become pastor of Christian Fellow­
ship Baptist Church in College Park, 
Ga., said he recently was with a group 
of Hispanics who are raising the ques­
tion of whether they should form their 
own convention in light of the new 
SBC structure. 

The HMB structure included spe­
cific units related to African-Ameri­
can churches and ethnic churches. 
Both the black church extension divi­
sion and language church extension 
division were dismantled in the merg­
er that created NAMB. 

According to information distrib­
uted at the African-American Fellow­
ship, four employees from the HMB' s 
black church extension division will 
not have jobs with NAMB. 

Accprding to this handout, Herbert 
Brisbane, who has been the HMB's 
director of black church evangelism, 
will become NAMB's multi-cultural 
consultant manager with responsibil­
ity for relating to all ethnic groups. He 
will expand his responsibilities from 
2,000 churches to 10,000 and from 
one language to more than 100. One 
associate will work with him. 

Robert Wilson reportedly will be­
come manager of the African-Ameri-

can unit of the new church congrega­
tion implementation team, one of four 
ethnic consultant positions within the 
board's church planting unit. 

NAMB will have one church­
planting specialist for each of four eth­
nic identities- Korean, Hispanic, Na­
tive-American and African-American. 

McCall charged that isn't enough. 
''That far decimates the emphasis that 
has been historic in the SBC," he not­
ed. "It means that there is no ... inten­
tional development of churches" in 
ethnic areas. 

Members of the task force that 
have created the NAMB structure 
have denied the repeated suggestions 
that African-American and language 
work will suffer in the new mission 
board. The new structure merely is 
different, they explain, and will in­
volve every employee in some aspect 
of promoting missions among blacks 
and ethnics. 

Separate units where ethnic and 
African-American missions are isolat­
ed are no longer needed, they suggest, 
adding they believe the new structure 
actually will elevate emphasis in these 
areas. 

McCall said he doesn't buy that 
explanation. "Anybody who takes that 
position does not know what is going 
on either in American society or the 
SBC," he said: 

Brisbane acknowledged that "the 
dust is still up in the air" on how these . 
changes will affect African-Ameri­
cans, and he added that he is "happy 
to have a job." 

"I have not talked to any powers 

that be, but I understand their intent is 
to be more inclusive of African­
Americans in all areas of the SBC," 
Brisbane added. 

However, Mitchell noted that he is 
distressed over the way the implemen­
tation task force-:the group respon­
sible for designing the convention re­
structuring-approached its task. 
Mitchell believes the task force did not 
aggressively seek input from all con- . 
stituents within the convention. 

"It was a very pale, male group," 
Mitchell said. The IO-member task 
force included one Hispanic and one 
Anglo female. 

Meanwhile, a parade through 
downtown Dallas under the banner of 
"Celebrating Ethnic Southern Bap­
tists" preceded this year's SBC annu­
al meeting. The parade and a corre­
sponding rally were organized by the 
HMB' s language church extension 
division. 

An estimated 800 people repre­
senting at least 50 language groups 
met at First Baptist Church of Dallas 
to proclaim their solidarity and to 
thank the SBC for facilitating what 
organizer· Russell Begaye called the 
largest denominational inclusion of 
ethnics in the world. Begaye directed 
the HMB language church extension 
division, but what position he may 
have with NAMB has not been an­
nounced. 

"Because of us, Southern Baptists 
have_ become the most ethnically di­
verse denomination in the world," 
Begaye said. "We chose to be South­
ern Baptists." 
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BAPTISTS 
NAMB trustees put their stamp on first meeting 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

DALLAS- In their first-ever 
meeting, trustees of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's new North Ameri­
can Mission Board enthusiastically 
endorsed the presidential candidate 
nominated to them but immediately 
put their own stamp on the agency by 
amending several key documents pre­
pared for their adoption. 

Robert Reccord, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Norfolk, Va., was 
elected president of the new mission 
board, created by a merger of the old 
Home Mission Board, Brotherhood 
Commission and Radio & Television 
Commission. 

Reccord had been nominated for 
the post by a seven-person search 
committee_ called incorporators. For 
nearly two years, Reccord served as 
chairman of a related group, the im­
plementation task force, charged with 
working out the details of launching 
NAMB. Reccord resigned that chair­
manship when he became an official 
candidate for the presidency. 

NAMB trustees convened in the 
Dallas Hyatt Regency June 19 at the 
conclusion of the SBC annual meet­
ing at the nearby Dallas Convention 
Center. Gathered in a small, hot room 
with inadequate seating for the crowd 
of trustees, potential NAMB staff, 
press and other guests, the newly con­
stituted board worked from 1:30 p.m.-
7 p.m. with only two brief breaks. 

The meeting iQcluded a 90-minute 
executive session in which trustees 
elected four vice presidents nominat­
ed by Reccord and adopted a salary 
scale for all employees. Information 
about NAMB salaries was not made 
public. 

FIRST MEETING ■ Top: Trustees pray. 
■ Above: Bob Reccord. ■ Right: The vote. 
(BP photos by Morris Abernathy) 

However, after the meeting trustee 
chairman Charles Fuller said trustees 
had amended the presidential salary 
scale downward-"not by a great 
deal, but downward." This was ac­
complished by low-

The effect of Clevenger's amend­
ment was to ensure that trustees are 
given adequate notice of meetings. 

Taken together, Stone's amend­
ments added three more members to 

the trustee ex­
ering the upper lev­
el of the salary 
range, he said. 

Salary ranges 
for other NAMB 
employees were 
not amended, Full­
er said, but all sala­
ries were frozen for 

~ 
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ecutive com­
mittee-mem­
bers selected by 
other board 
members rather 
than by the 
trustee chair­
man. Some 

one year for evaluation. 
For several weeks prior to this first 

trustee meeting, salary scales devel­
oped by the incorporators for NAMB 
were the subject of intense discussion 
among some trustees, particularly af­
ter the concerns of some trustees were 
published in news reports. 

Some trustees believed the pay 
scales had been set too high, and they 
were concerned that they did not have 
opportunity to help set pay levels they 
would have to defend. NAMB trust­
ees had been asked to affirm a pay 
range of$140,000 to $210,000 for the 
president and $100,000 to $150,000 
for five vice presidents. 

As soon as the NAMB trustee 
board was constituted June 19, trust­
ees began amending documents pre­
pared for them by the incorporators 
and implementation task force. In ad-

• dition to the salary scale, trustees 
amended the agenda for the meeting 
itself as well as the proposed bylaws 
for the mission board. 

Trustee David Stone of Oklahoma 
offered two amendments to the by­
laws before they were adopted, and 
trustee Anthony Clevenger of Florida 
offered another. They were adopted. 

trustees had ex­
pressed concern that the executive 
committee structure as originally pro­
posed concentrated too much power 
in too few hands. 

On a related issue later in the meet­
ing, trustees appealed to Chairman 
Fuller to consider expanding the num­
ber of full board meetings to three per 
year rather than the two per year pro-

• posed in the bylaws. 
Also, Stone offered an amendment 

to the board' s committee structure that 
put more responsibility ·on subcom­
mittees and the full board rather than 
the executive committee on certain 
key issues such as review of mission­
ary appointments and approval of 
church loans. 

Fuller, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Roanoke, Va., and former 
chairman of the SBC Peace Commit­
tee, was elected chairman with one 
vote in opposition. Two vice chairmen 
were elected without opposition. Gary 
Underwood of Arkansas was elected 
first vice chairman. Donley Brown of 
Missouri was elected second vice 
chairman. 

NAMB trustees had been intro­
duced to Reccord as a presidential 
candidate weeks earlier at an informa­
tional meeting. Before voting on his 
nomination at the June 19 meeting, 
trustees were shown a brief video with 
images of Reccord at home and 
church, portions of Reccord's person­
al testimony and endorsements by 
several members of his Virginia 
church. 

The video also featured endorse-
• mecits of Reccord's nomination by 

seven religious leaders: evangelist 
Leighton Ford; televangelist Pat Rob­
ertson; pastors Adrian Rogers, Jack 
Graham, James Merritt and Ed 
Young; and evangelism professor 
Roy Fish. • 

Reccord was elected to the post by 
a show of hands with two dissenting 
votes. He was greeted with a standing 

ovation after the vote. 
Later in the meeting, Reccord' s re­

sponse to trustees was transmitted by 
live video feed to NAMB employees 
in Alpharetta, Ga., and Fort Worth, 
Texas. 

"You've got an official job," Rec­
cord told the employees, most of 
whom had been offered positions sev­
eral weeks earlier pending board ap­
proval. 'Thank you for all you have 
done and all your flexibility," Reccord 
told the employees. 

He reminded employees and trust­
ees alike that NAMB is a new organi­
zation, "not simply three existing or­
ganizations velcroed together." Em­
ployees should not look to fill some­
one else's shoes, he said. "We're 
bringing our own shoes with us." 

Reccord said his first priority per­
sonally is "my walk with Jesus 
Christ." Other personal priorities are 
his family, the staff team at NAMB 
and his own ministry role in NAMB, 
he said. 

He also outlined four "strategic ar­
eas" for NAMB's work: reaching the 
major cities of North America with the 
gospel, ethnic work, reaching junior 
and senior high students and reaching 
college students. 

"We are losing our country," Rec­
cord warned. "If we don't give it ev­
erything we've got and color outside. 
the lines, we're going to lose it in this 
generation." . 

Trustees, staff and guests in atten­
dance were called to specific times of 
prayer throughout the meeting. Rec­
cord concluded his comments by call­
ing all trustees and staff members to 
renew their commitment to personal 
evangelism. 

In other business, trustees adopted 
an employee handbook and approved 
employee benefit plans and·other le~ 
gal documents. They also adopted a 
budget for the six-month period from 
July-December 1997. 

The $52.6 million budget projects 
$16.7 million in income from the 
SBC's Cooperative Program unified 
budget and $20 million from the An­
nie Armstrong Easter Offering. Funds 
will be distributed across six groups: 
$1.34 million for .the president's of­
fice, $4.26 million for the evangeliza­
tion group, $1.76 million for the 
church planting group, $6.26 million 
for the media and missions education 
group, $2.88 million for the strategic 
planning and mobilization group and 
$18.04 million for the business servic­
es group. 

In the closing moments of the 
meeting, trustee William Streich of 
Texas inquired about the status of 
NAMB staff members participating in 
an interdenominational renewal con­
ference in England this fall. Streich, a 
former HMB trustee, earUer had ex­
pressed_ strong opposition to HMB 
employees participating in Reconcili­
ation '97. 

Streich said he wanted NAMB em­
ployees to know if they go to the meet­
ing, even as individuals and not using 
any NAMB funding, they might as 
well not come back to work. 

Trustee Walt Carpenter of Texas 
offered a suf>stitute motion that the 
matter be handled by Reccord. Car­
penter's substitute motion passed with 
only Streich voting in opposition. 

Top NAMB 
staff named 

DALLAS-Five of the 
top six administrative 
posts with the new 
North American Mission 
Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention were 
filled June 19. 
During_ the first meeting • 
of NAMB trustees, held 
at the Dallas Hyatt 
Regency at the 
conclusion of the SBC 
annual meeting, Robert 
Reccord was elected 
president of the newly 
formed missions 
agency. 
Reccord has been pastor 
of First Baptist Church in 
Norfolk, Va. He also was 
chairman of the 
implementation task 
force that spent two 
years creating NAMB. 
Soon after his election 
June 19, Reccord 
nominated and the 
trustee board approved 
men to fill four of five 
vice president positions. 
They are: 
I Nate Adams, vice 
president for media and 
missions education. 
Adams has been vice 
president of operations 
for Christianity Today 
Inc., based in Chicago. 
I Richard Harris, vice 
president for church 
planting. Harris, a 
Kentucky native, has 
been director of mass 
evangelism with the 
Home Mission Board, 
one of three agencies 
merged to form NAMB. 
I Mike Day, vice 
president for strategic 
planning and 
mobilization. Day has 
been executive vice 
president of the 
Brotherhood 
Commission, another of 
the three agencies 
merged to form NAMB. 
I Ernest Kelly, vice 
president for business 
services. Kelly has been 
vice president and chief 
financial officer at the 
HMB. From Jan. 1-June 
19, he served as the 
HMB's Jnterim president. 
A vice·president for 
NAMB's evangelization 
group has not yet been 
named. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 
Tom Elliff told Southern 

Baptist messengers there 
are "still battles which must 
be fought and ground to be 

taken before our Savior's 
return." (BP photo by Kent 

Harville) 

BAPTISTS 
Elliff: Southern Baptists still have ground to take 
By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-Southern Bap­
tists still face "battles to be won and 
ground to be taken" in their effort to . 
permeate American culture with the 
gospel, Southern Baptist Convention 
president Tom Elliff said during his 
address to the SBC annual meeting in 
Dallas June 17. 

The cross of Christ is their battle 

standard as Southern Baptists contin­
ue their spiritual struggle, insisted El­
liff, pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church in Del City, Okla. 

But he expressed his dismay at 
hearing a young 
pastor tell him, 
"The battle for 
the Bible has 
been won, and ... 
all I have to do is 
pastor my 
church." 

Elliff cited 
seven moral 
fields in which he indicated the "bat­
tle" has not yet been won. Southern 
Baptists, he said, still face battles: 

I "As long as any Bible publisher 
thinks Southern Baptists are more 
likely to purchase Bibles on the basis 
of 'political correctness' than the fi­
delity of the (biblical) text." 

SBC leaders recently persuaded 
✓ the1nternational Bible Society not to 

publish a "gender accurate" version of 
the New International Version of the 
Bible. The B1ble society said the new 
version would more accurately reflect 
pronouns found in the Bible's origi­
nal languages. But SBC leaders 
charged the society with caving in to 
feminist forces that would defile the 
Bible's intended message. 

I "As long as any person of any 
rank would claim affiliation with 
Southern Baptists while having such 
a cavalier disregard for the sanctity of 
life that partial-birth abortion remains 
as an option." 

Numerous Southern Baptists have 

• 

criticized President Clinton's 1996 
veto of the partial-birth abortion ban, 
which would have prevented doctors 
from performing the controversial 
late-term abortion procedure. 

I "With South­
ern Baptist church 
debt at almost 
$2.5 billion, with 
payments last 
year in excess of • 
our combined Co­
operative Pro­
gram ( unified 
budget) and mis­

sions giving and literally thousands of 
debt-encumbered churches baptizing 
few or no new converts," he said, 
"something is wrong with our concept 
of faith and stewardship." 

I "As long as any Southern Bap­
tist believes a low view of the Scrip­
ture is more scholarly; ... as long as 
any endorse the ordination of those 
who do not meet the qualifications of 
the man of God as spelled out" in the 
New Testament book of II Timothy. 

The authority and nature of the 
Bible was central to a 12-year SBC 
theological/political controversy won 
by the convention's conservative 
wing in 1990. Southern Baptists also 
have divided over whether or not 
women can be called of God to min­
istry, particularly the role of senior 
pastor of a church. 

In a news conference, Elliff ex­
panded on this point to say he sees no 
room for debate on the issue of ordain­
ing women. "If you hold that Scrip­
ture is indeed the inerrant, infallible 

word of God, and you believe Scrip­
ture ... speaks plainly, you cannot 
help but take passages relative to min° 
istry and see that they plainly refer to 
a man of God- 'let him be the hus­
band of one wife."' 

I "When major entities look at the 
almost 16 million members of our 
Southern Baptist churches and ques­
tion whether we are people of our 
word, whether we really mean what 
we say, and whether we are actually 
willing to sacrifice the enjoyment of 
their products, performances or me­
dia presentations." 

During this year's convention, 
messengers approved a resolution 
calling on Southern Baptists to boy­
cott the Walt Disney Co. Supporters 
of a boycott have derided the compa­
ny for allegedly abandoning the pro­
family stance of its namesake. 

I "As long as there are those who 
believe that Southern Baptist church­
es and members are not loving unless 
they condone homosexuality, perform 
single-sex marriages and endorse for­
nication in its many forms, we have 
not communicated the true meaning 
of God's grace." 

I As long as religious persecution 
of Christians is "often endorsed by th~ 
trade and foreign policies of our OW!) ,: 
nation, not to mention the existence , 
of corporate greed which must be sat­
isfied at ~ hatever the cost." . . ·~· 

In light of those battles, "Southern 
Baptist believers must capture in our 
hearts this fact: We are soldiers. We 
cannot rest until the battles are over 
and God calls us home," he said. 

Land: Christians -have aided America's -moral decline -
By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

DALLAS (ABP)- Christians 
have aided and abetted America's de­
cline by remaining on the sidelines of 
civic involvement, Richard Land told 
the Southern Baptist Convention June 

• 18. 
In the convention's keynote ser­

mon, Land, president of the SBC Eth­
ics and Religious Liberty Commis­
sion, said America is on the brink of 
destruction. 

"If America dies she will perish 
from self-inflicted wounds," he said. 

Land cited statistics on divorce, 
child abuse, violence, pregnancy, 
abortion and teen suicide to contend 
that America has declined since 1960. 
Other problems such as pornography, 
rape, domestic abuse and abortion fur­
ther indicate decline, he added. 

Land said Christians have contrib­
uted to problems caused by a genera­
tion-and-a-half of "moral relativism" 
by remaining on the sidelines of civic 
involvement. 

"It's our fault for not being willing 
to get involved and being part of the 
process," Land said. 

Land said he grew up attending 
Baptist churches where people often 
said: "We're Southern Baptists. We 
don't get involved in anything contro­
versial. We just preach ~e gospel." 

"Folks, that's an oxymoron," he 
retorted. 

Jesus' command for Christians to 

be "salt and light" forbids non-in­
volvement, he said. "Jesus intended 
for us to be controversial." 

Land said Christians must fight for 
a voice in the public arena. 

"There has been a conscious, con­
certed, clever attempt by the various 
ruling elites in this country .. . to mar­
ginalize Christians and to drive them 
from involvement in the public poli­
cy of this nation and it must stop," he 
said. 

''We must tell them we will no 
longer allow them to censor us, revile 
us and to keep us from our rightful 
place in the public square." 

Land said a spiritual awakening is 
the nation's best hope . 

"Our salvation will never be in 
America but the cross of Jesus Christ. 
We must have a revival and it must­
be a revival that blossoms into an 
awakening and becomes a reforma­
tion," he said. 

While Baptists have a right and 
responsibility "to be involved in the 
civic process," Land said they should 
not look to government to solve spir-

. itual problems. 
'There is always a danger when we 

are in a crisis to turn to the govern­
ment and try to make the government 
our ally and say, 'If we can just get 
the government to sponsor our reli­
gion we can bring about revival."' 

'That always has been and always 
will be a fatal bargain," he said. 
"When government sponsors religion 
the government thinks it owns it." 

While Baptists shouldn't ask gov­
ernment to sponsor religion, they do 
want government "to quit suppressing 
our right to be heard," Land said. "We 
want the government to provide a lev­
el playing field, then get off the field." 

Land disputed the argument that 
Christians should distance themselves 
from politics because of the separa­
tion of church and state. 

"When we preach the gospel and· 

God blesses it and peoples' hearts and 
minds have been changed, then they 
as citizens have the right to come into 
the public arena and say, 'This is 
wrong and we want it stopped.' 

"That's not called a theocracy. 
That's called the democratic process." 

"Ask not what your country can do 
for God," Land said. "Ask what God 
can do for your country. The answer, 
of course, is everything." 

CONVENTION SERMON Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission, lifts his Bible while delivering the convention sermon at the 1997 annual 
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas. (BP photo by Bill Bangham) 
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BAPTISTS 
Elliff re-elected SBC pr-eside·nt without opposition SBC QUOTES 

DALLAS (BP}-As anticipated, 
Southern Baptist Convention Presi­
dent Tom Elliff was re-elected June 
17 without opposition for a second 
term as president of the 15.7 million-

• member denom­
ination. 

Joining Elliff 
as convention 
officers are 
Miles Seaborn, 
first vice presi­
dent; David Gal­
van, second vice 
president; John 
Yeats,- recording secretary; and Lee 
Porter, registration secretary. 

Elliff, pastor of First Southern Bap­
tist Church of Del City, Okla., was 
nominated by Ralph Smith, retired 
pastor of Hyde Park Baptist Church 
in Austin, Texas. 

Seaborn, pastor of Birchman Bap­
tist Church in Fort Worth, Texas, was 
elected over Wisconsin director of 
missions Dennis Hansen. Seaborn re-

-Semfnary heads 
-sign covenant 

DALLAS (BP)-With a 
pledge to keep their institutions 
"anchored in the book" and 
~'lashed to the cross," the presi-

-dents of Southern Baptist Con­
vention's six seminaries signed a 
covenant with the convention as 
part of their June 17 report to the 

. SBC annual meeting. • 
Titled "One Faith, One Task, 

One Sacred Trust;"' the document 
was presented by Southwestern. 
Baptist Theological Seminary 
President Ken Hemphill in the 
absence of its author, Al Mohler, 
president of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville. Mohler had been hospital­
ized in Louisville until June 17, 
suffering from blood poisoning 
stemming from a bacterial infec­
tion. 

The five presidents present for • 
the report took turns signing the 
document while sitting in the. 
chair of Southwestern Seminary 
founder B.H. Carroll, whom 
Hemphill said admonished his 
successor, L.R. Scarborough, "to 
keep · the seminary lashed to the 
cross." Mohler signed the docu­
ment from his hospital bed before 
the seminaries' report. 

SBC President Tom Elliff said 
the covenant represented the ful­
fillmerit of a personal dream. Af­
ter visiting the seminaries in the 
fall of 1996, Elliff approached 
Mohler with the idea of a cove­
nant between the seminaries and 
Southern Baptists. 

In the covenant, the presidents 
pledge to uphold -Baptist doc­
trines. ''Let . the churches in the 
Southern Baptist Convention 
know that our seminaries are 
committed to theological integri­
ty and biblical fidelity," the cov­
enant states. Seminaries will 
teach "the authority, inspiration, 
inerrancy -and infallibility of the 
Bible." -

ceived 2,202 votes or 57.45 percent 
of the votes cast. • 

Galvan, pastor of Primera Iglesia 
Bautista Nueva Vida (New Life First 
Baptist Church) in Garland, Texas, 

r 
' J 

as 

was elected second 
vice president in a_ 
run-off with retired 
Southern Baptist 
missionary Bill 
Wagner, now a 
professor at Gold­
en Gate Baptist 
Theological Semi-
nary in Mill Val­

ley, Calif. Galvan received 1,586 
votes or 57.53 percent of the 2,757 
votes cast. 

J.C. Mitchell of Florida and Bob 
Burch of Tennessee also were nomi­
nated for the second vice president po­
sition but were eliminated in the first 
round of balloting. • 

Yeats was elected recording sec­
retary over Arkansas pastor Mark 
Brooks. He received 1,939 votes or • 

58.74 percent of the 3,301 votes cast. 
Yeats, a former pastor in Texas and 

Kansas, has been director of commu­
nications for the State Convention of 
Baptists in Indiana and editor of the 
Indiana Baptist newsjournal since 
1996. 

The Indiana .editor succeeds Dav­
id Atchison of Franklin, Tenn., who 
chose not to run for re-election to the 
office. 

Porter, of Lawrenceville, Ga., was 
re-elected without opposition to his 
21st term as_ registration secretary. 

SBC OFFICERS Officers of the Southern Baptist Convention for 1997-98 elected in Dallas 
include John Yeats of Indiana, recording secretary; David Galvan of Texas, second vice 
president; Tom Elliff of Oklahoma, president; and Miles Seaborn of Texas, first vice 
president. (BP photo by Morris Abernathy) 

"We are the bride of 
Christ in combat boots. 
Will you give the time 
to roll up your sleeves, 
put on your boots and 
give to the 'leastof 
these'?". 

Dellanna O'Brien, 
executive director of 
Woman's Missionary 
Union 

"Government can be 
part of the solution. But 
all the laws in the world 
can't make people love. 
one another." 

·Texas.Gov.George 
w ·Bush 

''When I came to Christ 
it was like there wasn't 
just my voice in my 
head anymore. God 

'Baptist Faith & Message' could-get addition 
was with me, and tltere 
was no longer silence." 

Lillian Veles, 
' OALLAS--"--For the first time since 

1963; the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion's "Baptist Faith and Message" 
doctrinal statement could be revised. 
- Messengers to the SBC' s June 17-
19 annual meeting in Dallas approved 
a motion by Charles Lawson, a mes­
senger from Baltimore, Md., that in­
structs SBC President Tom Elliff to 
appoint a committee to study the is­
sue and propose any changes when the 
SBC meets next June in Salt Lake 
City. 

The specific intent of Lawson's­
motion was to add a section on the 
family to the doctrinal statement, 
which is viewed by Southern Baptists 
not as a creed but as a common state­
ment of faith. The "Baptist Faith and 
Message" has been adopted as a doc­
trinal guideline for all SBC agencies 

• and institutions. 
'There has been a concerted attack 

upon the family," Lawson said in pre­
senting_ his motion. 'The very mean­
ing of family has been redefined by 
those whose agenda it is to include 
homosexual couples and generalized 
to include any two ( or more) people 
living together." 

Lawson's motion was one of 35 
proposed during the three-day annual 
meeting in the Dallas Convention 
Center. Here are highlights of other 
motions and their disposition: 

I Timothy Wilkins of Raleigh, 
N.C., asked the North American Mis­
sion Board to "conduct a thorough 
study of homosexuality" and "devel­
op and aggressively promote minis­
try resources" for churches to use in 
ministry to homosexuals. The motion 
was referred to NAMB. 

I Wilkins also asked the conven­
tion to spend three minutes in prayer 
for-homosexuals, which SBC Presi­
dent Elliff agreed to and led. 

I Dino Senesi of Marenno, La., 
asked the Ethics and Religious Liber­
ty Commission to "communicate this 
convention's concerns about corpo­
rate America's support of homosexu­
al and immoral- heterosexual relation­
ships." The motion was referred to the 
ERLC. 

I Derek Staples of Lewisport asked 
SBC agencies and auxiliaries to re­
frain from distributing anything that 
advances "evolutionary ideologies." 
The motion was adopted. (See story 
on page 3,) 

I Debbie Everett of Calhoun, La., 
asked the Annuity Board to reconsid­
er open enrollment in its group health. 
insurance plan. Her motion was adopt­
ed. 

I Roger Perkins of Mount Vernon, 
Ala., asked to amend Article III, Sec­
tion 2 of the SBC Constitution to pro­
vide for messenger representation 
based on the percentage of a church's 
contributions to the Cooperative Pro- · 
gram. His motion was referred to the 
Executive Committee. 

I Jody Wyatt of Polkton, N.C., 
asked that a future convention be 
scheduled in the New York City area. 
Her motion was referred to the Exec­
utive Committee. 

I Betty Rutledge of Mc.Kinney, 
Texas, asked that the the SBC' s com­
mittee on nominations be instructed 
not to apply any guidelines for eligi­
bililty for nominations other than the 
requirements mandated by SBC by­
laws. Her motion was referred to the 
Executive Committee. 

I Ron Wilson of Thousand Oaks, 
Calif., asked that the SBC create a giv-

ing plan where churches could give 
money directly to the SBC Executive 
Committee, which, unless otherwise 
designated, would be split equally 
between the SBC and the state con­
vention the church designates. His 
motion was referred to the Executive 
Committee. 

. I Steven Lipscomb of Knoxville, 
Tenn., asked that the SBC's resolu­
tions committee be required to give a 
rationale for why it does not recom­
mend a resolution for consideration 
and that each person who submits a 
resolution be-allowed two minutes to 
defend his or her resolution and allow 
messengers to vote on whether to hear 
such resolutions. His motion was re­
ferred to the Executive Committee. 

I Joe Hewitt of Rowlett, Texas, 
asked the SBC to set a goal of having 
10,000 "trained soldiers of the cross" 
to participate in an evangelistic blitz 
in Salt Lake City prior to next year's 
SBC annual meeting there. His mo­
tion was referred to the North Ameri­
can Mission Board. 

I Mark Rawlins of El Paso, Texas, 
asked that the salary structure for em­
ployees of the North American Mis­
sion Board be reconsidered and pre­
sented to the SBC's 1998 annual 
meeting. His motion was referred to 
NAMB. 

testifying during a -
missions program about 
her conversion to . 

,.Christianity through the 
witness of missionaries 
in Colorado 

"When you're worried 
and can't sleep, don't 
count sheep. Talk to the 
shepherd." 

Dixie Lusher of 
Berea, _ speaking to the 
Southern Baptist 
Ministers' Wives 
Conference 

"Yes, God can take the 
lemons of our life and 
make lemonade. But if 
all we do is stand 
complaining about the 
size of our lemons, 
what have we to offer 
the unsaved?" 

Evangelist David Ring 
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"No. I didn't even 
know they were 
meeting at that 

time." 
Jeana Floyd, wife of 
Pastors' Conference 

President Ronnie Floyd, . 
asked if she was 

concerned that the 
special Pastors' 

Conference session for 
women might appear to 
compete with the WMU 

annual meeting 

"Bring down the 
walls of prejudice 

• and injustice 
before it is too 

late." 
WMU Executive Director 

Dellanna O'Brien 

PROFESSOR Robert Smith 

BAPTISTS 
Is success of new women's event a trend for SBC? -

DALLAS (ABP)-While an esti­
mated 3,000 women attended a first­
ever event for pastors' wives and "oth­
er female Christian leaders" June 16, 
fewer than 500 women gathered in the 
other end of the Dallas Convention 
Center for the 109th annual meeting 
of Woman's Missionary Union. 

Planners of both meetings down­
played competition between the two 
events, but others saw the attendance 
as symbolic of changes affecting the 
Southern Baptist Convention-partic­
ularly as representing an emerging 
new paradigm for involving women 
in church events. 

"We just sensed this year a real 
need for pastors' wives to have some 
speakers to speak to their needs," said 
Jeana Floyd, planner of the new Mon­
day meeting for women offered as 
part of the SBC Pastors' Conference. 

Asked if she was concerned that 
the session might appear to compete 
with the WMU annual meeting, 
Floyd, wife of Pastors' Conference 
President Ronnie Floyd, said: "No. I 
didn't even know they were meeting 
at that time." 

WMU, which for decades has met 
on the two days prior to the SBC an­
nual meeting, traditionally has drawn 
3,000 or more women to receive re­
ports, hear missionary testimonies and 
conduct business. 

WMU leaders, including Execu-

tive Director Dellanna O'Brien, said 
the two meetings were not competi­
tive. Few of the women participating 
in the Pastors' Conference session 
would have attended WMU other­
wise, they said. 
Most WMU 
leaders are not 
pastors' wives, 
for whom the 
other session was 
intended, they 
explained. 

Instead, they 
said, the decline 
in WMU attendance in recent years 
mirrors the decline in SBC attendance, 
which also was the lowest in years this 
year. WMU leaders, who also meet at 
other times during the year, have quit 
coming to the SBC for a number of 
reasons, said Teresa Dickens, WMU 
communications specialist. 

The Pastors' Conference crowd al­
ways has included many women, 
most of them pastors' wives along for 
the ride. Many said they were grate­
ful to have an alternative this year. 

Wanda Rushing, whose husband 
belongs to the ministerial staff at 
Council Road Baptist Church in Be­
thany, Okla., said she chose to attend 
the three-hour Pastors' Conference 
session for women over WMU be­
cause the speakers were more relevant 
to struggles of modem women trying 

to balance careers, parenting and sup­
porting their minister husbands. 

"I thought it was wonderful," she 
said. "I think the program spoke to the 
ladies of '97." 

The pastors' 
wives, who met 
during one of five 
Pastors' Confer­
ence sessions, 
sang praise music 
and were advised 
on deepening 
their spiritual 
lives and assisting 

their husbands' ministries. 
"I loved it," said Abby Jordan of 

Bowling Green, who said she usually 
attends the Pastors' Conference .in­
stead of WMU so she can be with her 
husband. 

"It was very worshipful," said Pam 
Rinehart of Jackson, Tenn., who said 
she never has gone to the WMU meet­
ing. She said she particularly enjoyed 
speakers Beth Moore of Houston and 
Teresa Brown of Charlotte, N.C., both 
leaders of local women's ministries. 

Across the convention center, 
about 1,000 people registered for the 
two-day WMU meeting, down from 
1,800 last year. The meeting, tradi­
tionally the only pre-convention offer­
ing specifically for women; shrank to 
as few as 300 at times on Monday. 

Leaders said such numbers do not 

reflect the national strength of the Bir­
mingham, Ala.-based organization, 
which claims 1. 1 million members 
and a network of leaders iri state con­
ventions and local churches. But they 
conceded they face a challenge. 

"What is WMU? The answer is up 
to you and to me," O'Brien tol<i WMU 
participants. ''Will people sa > that it 
was an organization that dieJ from 
lack of interest? I hope not. Will peo­
ple possibly say, 'We are informed, 
influential and innovative women 
who will understand and are radically 
involved in the missions of Qod'? 
May it be so." 

While WMU always has focused 
on missions, the trend toward wom­
en's ministries began as a grass-roots 
movement focusing on women's spir­
itual needs, explained Barbara Cur­
nutt, director of the women's missions 
and ministries department of the Flor­
ida Baptist Convention. A growing 
number of Southern Baptist church­
es, particularly large conservative 
churches, offer women's ministries 
apart from WMU. 

Curnutt said reports of WMU' s de­
mise are unfounded or at least prema­
ture, but she added all Southern Bap­
tists should be concerned about the 
organization's future. "Anyone who 
perceives us as on the decline ought 
to be concerned about the decline of 
missions." 

WMU members urged to break down walls of ·racism 
DALLAS _(BP)-Southern Bap­

tists women should use their influence 
to break down walls of racism in 
America, Dellanna O'Brien told 
members of Woman's Missionary 
Union during their annual meeting 
June 15. 

"Racism still thrives in our land. 
People of color still experience dis­
crimination and mistreatment," said 
O'Brien, WMU executive director. 

"I challenge you, our total mem­
bership, to use your influence to make 
a difference in your community as we 
focus our attention on cultural diver­
sity," she said, referring to WMU's 
fourth annual Project HELi~ empha­
sis. 

O'Brien encouraged WMU mem­
bers "to bring down the walls of prej­
udice and injustice before it is too 
late." 

"Beyond the Walls" was the theme 

WMU PRESIDENT Wanda Lee 

for the 109th annual meeting. 
About 1,000 women registered for 

this year's meeting at the Dallas Con­
vention Center, down about 800 from 
last year's registration. 

International Mission Board Pres­
ident Jerry Rankin and his wife, Bob­
bye, told participants Southern Bap­
tist missionaries are reaching beyond 
the walls of communist oppression, 
economic instability and misconcep­
tions about Christianity to share the 
gospel of Christ worldwide. 

The Rankins credited the "mobi­
lized" prayer support of WMU mem­
bers and other Southern Baptists for 
the "opening of doors" to new sports 
and medical ministries in countries 
such as North Korea and Cuba. 

The Rankins' 40-minute presenta­
tion also featured testimonies from 
international missionaries Cindy Wil­
son of South Africa; Rick Smith, who 
is based in Central Asia; and Lucy 

Pessoa of Colombia. 
Wilson and Smith cited miscon­

ceptions about Christianity as one of 
the barriers they face. 

'Toe worst thing about apartheid 
is that its foundation is the govem­
_ment' s suppression of people in the 
name of Christianity," Wilson said. 
''Therefore, many South Africans see 
Christianity and apartheid as going 
hand in hand." 

Smith agreed, noting he constant­
ly must overcome misunderstandings 
about Christianity in Central Asia. 

"Due to the deception of govern­
ment officials who say they are Chris­
tians, many people tell their children 
that Christians are bad and Baptists are 
a cult," Smith said. 

Baptist World Alliance General 
Secretary Denton Lotz observed that 
walls must be broken down for peo­
ple to come to know Christ. Among 
those walls, he said, are racism, pov­
erty, injusbc~, hostility and tribalism. 

To break down barriers, Christians 
can pray, bear the cross pf Christ and 
show love and joy, Lotz said. "May 
God give each of us the courage, wis­
dom and spirit to break down these 
walls." 

Robert Smith, associate professor 
of Christian preaching at Southern 
. Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, added that a critically ill world 
cannot be ministered to by a critically 
ill church. 

After 2,000 years of knowing that 
the veil of the temple was shattered 
by Jesus' death and resurrection, 
many Christians are at the same place 
relationally, religiously and racially 
that the Jews were before the separa­
tion of the veil, Smith said. 

"God is too big for the holy of ho-

lies that man constructs," he said. 
"God is not in a box; in fact, he is too 
big to be contained in our denomina­
tional boxes." 

The church's blindness to its own 
critical illness and the critical illness 
of the world is self-imposed, Smith 
said. 

''We keep at a distance God's dis­
closure of himself because we don't 
want to see what is behind the veil," • 
he said. "Allowing God to disclose 
himself to us means we would have 
to accept all human beings as being 
created equally in the image of God, 
regardless of socio-economic, educa­
tional and ethnic differences. Some­
times it means we would have to leave 
our comfort zones and share power, 
not seek power for our own aggran­
dizement." 

WMU President Wanda Lee of 
Columbus, Ga., pledged WMU's con­
tinued commitment to missions. 

-"Woman's Missionary Union is 
• committed to our missionaries and to 

telling their stories. May their exam­
ple ofloving _service in turn challenge 
us at home to move beyond the walls 
of indifference to a more committed 
lifestyle of love in action," she said. 

Lee challenged WMU members to 
pray the prayer Bob Pierce, the presi­
dent of Word Vision, prayed when he 
said: "May my heart be broken with 
the things that break God's heart." 

''When we do," Lee said, "Wom­
an's Missionary Union will be there 
to help us move beyond the walls that 
keep us from becoming all God has 
called us to be." 

During the meeting, WMU mem­
bers re-elected Lee to a second term 
as president along with recording sec­
retary Janet Hoffman of Bernice, La. 
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BAPTISTS 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPORTUNITY 

New event encourages pastors' wives 
DALLAS (BP)- "We are here the SBC Pastors' Conference. They 

today asking God to fill and renew planned the meeting and invited 
us, to minister to our wounded speakers Beth Moore, Teresa 
hearts and heal our broken hearts," Brown, Barbara O'Chester and Nan­
said Jeana Floyd as she convened cy Leigh DeMoss, as well as' solo­

up to something huge today in the 
heavenlies," she said. "The word of 
God is being released now like nev­
er before. The word of God is in the 
hands of laypeople like never be-

Missouri Baptist Children's Home 
is -seeking a Human Resource 
Director. Successful candidate will 
create and administer personnel 
plan including recruitment, train­
ing, retention and employee . rela­
tions. BA degree required, gradu­
ate degree and experience pre­
ferred. For more information and 
application, call (800) 264-6224. 
Deadline July 7. 

the first pastors' wives session to be ists Diane M_achen 
held in conjunction with the South- and Michelle 
em Baptist Convention Pastors' Gage. 

fore. There has 
never been 
such a wave of 
in-depth Bible 
study by lay­
people, cross­
ing denomina­
tional lines," 
Moore said. 

Conference. . _ . All the speakers 
More than 3,000 womeri'•1attend~. -- and niusicians 

ed the June 16 session at the Dallm,:. shared thdr per­
Convention Center. ,, '. . _son~l stdries:of- go-

Floyd organized the rieeting with - ing through trou­
her husband, Ronnie Floyd, who bled times and 
was elected last June as president of how God had re­

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

stored them. Jeana Floyd herself 
suffered from cancer a few years 
ago but currently is in remission. 

"God is 
looking for people who will come 
to him, who will surrender all to 
him, withholding nothing," she de­
clared. 

Satan knows of the increased in­
terest in Bible study, Moore said, 
and is trying to cause a distraction. 
• "That distraction for women is 

Available rn 20' to 30' Models 
(12 to 35 passengers) 

(New & Used) 
CarpenJer Bus Sales Jnc. • 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 370-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

"This is the worst of times but 
also the best of times," said Moore, 
founder of Living Proof Inc. in 
Houston and author of a popular 
women's Bible study and videotape 
series, "A Woman's Heart: God's 
Dwelling Place," published by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board. Moore said within the past 
year she also suffered the loss of an 
adopted son whose birth mother re­
claimed him and the critical illness 
of her mother, for whom she is pri­
mary caregiver. 

• fear," she said. Women typically re­
sist total surrender to God because 
"they fear something terrible will 
happen as soon as they do." 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 

11d a.I lltl 

;(~ V r,._ ~ 1:_ ,,~ •. ~ • i • ~ •• 

"We Are America!" 
THE 1997 

CELEBRATE AMERICA • 
PATRIOTIC EXTRAVAGANZA! 

Renewing Our Heritage . ... 
Reviving Our Hope! 

presented by 

The Music and Drama Ministries of 

Florence Baptist Church. 
283 Main Street in Florenc·e, Kentucky 

Three exciting performances: 

Friday, June 27, at 8:00 PM 
Satur~ay, June 28, at 8:00 PM 
Sunday, June 29, at 10:00 AM 

No tickets necessary 
Doors will open 45 minutes prior to performance time 

No child care provided for evening performances 

Enjoy: 
• A salute to the 50 states • A stirring tribute to our founding fathers • 

• Elaborate lighting, costumes, and special effects • 
• A salute to the men and women of the anned forces• 

• Rozzi's famous fireworks• All new music and songs• 

• Free Admission • 
A lave offering will be received 

Florence Baptist Church is conveniently located 
just 1 mile east of exit #180 off I-75. 

For more information, please call the church office at 

(606) 371-7141 

******·** 

Nevertheless, "I believe God is 

Moore said such fear is ill-found­
ed: "We do not have a mean God. 
Hard times don ' t come because 
we've surrendered to God." 

Instead, "when we have already 
o See New event ... , page 17 

Plant The Se~d Today 
.::,lll'f_ , ., .~ _ •.. •.• • _, _.. • .. ·, -~- · ... ~ _ . -. ... . 

Get Up To 12% Life Inc9me When 
You Establish A 

Cumberland College Gift Annuity 
• A gift annuity gives you the safety of a bank -

without the variable interest of a bank. 
•A gift annuity gives you as large a return as 

many securities without risk of loss. 
•No management problems. 

•No need to change investments, or clip coupons; 
• You receive your checks regularly. 

•The amount never varies, and 
you cannot outlive your annuity. 

•Liberal immediate savings on estate, inheritance, 
capital gains and income taxes. 

•No age limit. No medical examination. 
•No legal fees or other service charges. 

• Your annuity helps Cumberland College for years to come. 
•Up to 12% depending on age, for any amount.from $1,000 up. 

For More Information Contact: 
Dr. Jim Taylor 
6191 College Station Drive 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 
· (606) 539-4202 
E-mail: pres-ofl@cc.cumb~r.edu 

"God is looking for 
people who will 
come to him, who 
will surrender all 
to him, 
withholding 
nothing." 
Beth Moore 
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MISSIONS MOMENTS 
■ Top: Kathy Phillips of 

Portland, Ore., shared how 
she became a Christian 

through a drug 
rehabilitation program 

operated by a Southern 
Baptist home missionary. 
She is now director of the 

program. ■ Above: Six 
people shared testimonies 

at the 1997 annual meeting 
of the Southern Baptist 

Convention in Dallas about 
how they accepted Christ 
through Southern Baptist 

home and foreign missions 
efforts. (BP photos by Bill 

• Bangham) 

SEEKING: Pastor for dually 
aligned (CBF/SBC) Baptist church in 
a growing suburb. Send resume to: 
Pastor Search Committee, Ridgewood 
Baptist Church, 6209 Greenwood 
Road, Louisville, KY 40258. 

NEEDED: David C. Cook cur­
riculum, teacher's book only. Chil­
dren's Church Worshipping God I 
for 2- & 3-year-olds. Jackie, Ken­
wood Heights Christian Church, 
(502) 36603712. 

NEEDED: Senior adult groups­
fall mission trips in Atlanta, Leesburg, 
New Orleans. Activities include fel­
lowship, mission work, Bible study, 
sightseeing. Call Mission Adventures, 
(800) 299-0385. 

FOR SALE: Fiberglass baptistry, 
$150; pulpit furniture set, $500. In­
quire at (502) 348-7661. 

Thanks, Wyndee 
By Robert Dunston 

In December of 1985 Cumber­
land College was blessed by the ar­
rival of Wyndee Holbrook as our 
campus minister. 

Holbrook had just graduated 
from Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and was eager to begin 
her ministry at Cumberland. She 

PEOPLE 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: Northside Baptist SEEKING: Minister of youth, 
Church, Jasper, Ala., is seeking a children and education. Primary re­
Christ-centered man to serve as full- sponsibility: youth work with estab­
time pastor. Forward resume to: Pas- lished layleaders. Submit resume by 
tor Search Committee, 500 U.S. 78 July 18 to: Personnel Committee, 
Bypass, Jasper, AL 35501. Phone: Central Baptist Church, 829 High St., 
(205) 384-5331. Paris, KY 40361. 

WANTED: Christian c:hild c~e FREE: 150 Broadman Hymnals 
center in downtown (Louisville) area. • (1977y. Contact Trinity Baptist 
seeks director for program ages birth- • Church, 3900 Lafayette Road, Hop-
5th grade. Send resum6-to: Board of kinsville, KY 42240, (502) 885-6348. 
Directors, Walnut Street Baptist Child SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
Care Center, 220 W. St. Catherine, music. Send resume: Personnel Com­
Louisville, KY 40203. • mittee, Gethsemane Baptist Church, 

SEEKING: Associate .pastor/ 10400 Blue Lick Ro~d, Louisville, 
youth. Ridgewood Baptist Church, KY 40229. 
Louisville (CBF-affiliated), is seeking WANTED: Minister of youth and 
a part-time minister to youth. Send education; First Baptist Church of 
resume to: Ridgewood Baptist Fairlea, W.V. College required; sem­
Church, 6209 Greenwood Road, Lou- inary graduate preferred. Total salary 
isville, KY 40258. package: $32,000 to $38,400. Ifinter­

ested, send resume to: Jane Lorensen, 
Chairperson, Search Committee, Box 
1106, Lewisburg, WV 24901. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church in Mayfield, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time associate pastor with prima­
ry responsibilities in youth and chil­
dren's ministry. Send resume to: 
Search Committee, High Point Bap­
tist Church, 220 Farthing St., May­
field, KY 42066. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Flor­
ida: 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail­
able for vacation rental. Large pool, 
tennis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Weekly rates May !h.rol!gh 
mid-December: $595. Call Pat Owen, 
(502) 895-8752 (home) or (502) 897-
5079 (office). 

ATTENTION: Pastors, ministers. 
Hundreds of churches call us each 
month looking for a pastor or minis­
ter. Call (800) 917-9599 for your con­
fidential information packet. Southern 
Baptist Ministers Staffing Service. 

FOR SALE: 12 church pews, oak, 
medium-dark stain, 11 feet long, re­
moveable seat cushions, $ 100 each. 
Louisville (502) 935-1690. 

WANTED: Full-time staff minis­
ter with emphasis on youth. Send re­
sume to: Buena Vista Baptist Church, 
324 Clifty, Somerset, KY 42503, 
Attn: Clyde Strunk. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth/mu­
sic minister, Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, Somerset, Ky. Send resume 
to: Personnel Committee, D. Wheel­
don, sec., Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, 1815 Clifty Road, Somerset, 
KY 42503. 

SEEKING: Bi vocational minister 
of music and/or youth. Send resume 
to: Personnel Committee, Trinity Bap­
tist Church, 3900 Lafayette Road, 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240. 

S_EEKING: Gracey West Union 
Baptist Church is presently searching 
for a part-time minister of youth and 
music. If interested, please send re­
sume to: Youth and Music Search 
Committee, GWUBC, P.O. Box 143, 
Gracey, KY 42232-0143. 

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church 
is presently in the process of search­
ing for a full-time minister of youth 
and' music. Send .i:esume to: Search 
Comrruttee, Meta Baptist Church, 
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY 
41501. 

Advocates for children 
gave our students a taste of and 
commitment to missions around our 
world. 

Holbrook also taught an Old 
Testament survey class each semes­
ter. As a teacher, she is excellent. 
Knowledge of her teaching gifts 
quickly spread through campus, 
and her" class was typically full. She 
has helped students become stron­

The American Heritage Dictio­
nary and the Holy Bible each de­
fine advocacy. The dictionary de­
scribes the verb and noun advo­
cate: "to speak in favor of; recom­
mend; one who argues for a cause 
or a person; a supporter or defend­
er." 

Scripture introduces us to the 
ultimate supporter and defender. 

innocence. The tragedy of child­
hood is when this innocence is 
abused and exploited. When trag­
ic , sometimes deplorable deci­
sions are made for children who 
cannot choose themselves, they 
need an advocate, one who stands 
in the gap for them, someone to 
become the comforter. Our min­
istry is about advocacy; being that 

brought with her conta­
gious excitement, leader­
ship skills, dramatic tal­
ents and spiritual depth 
and maturity. For the past 
11 and a half years, these 
talents and others have 
enabled God to work 
through her to enrich the 
lives of many. 

' CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

ger in their faith and bet­
ter able to apply faith to 
the demands of life to­
day. 

"If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous." • 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

defender in the earthly 
realm, and helping kids 
meet Christ, the ulti­
mate advocate. 

While it is impossible 
to list everything she has 
accomplished in this 
brief column, I do want to let you 
know how she has influenced and 
blessed our students. 

As a staunch supporter of mis­
sions work, Holbrook has led col­
lege teams during spring breaks and 
other times • to minister in areas 
around our. nation. Students and 
Holbrook engaged in manual labor, 
creative ministries, evangelism and 
other avenues of service to God and 
otners. Not only did she lead others 
in mission trips but she involved 
herself in mission opportunities, 
traveling to Russia through the Ken­
tucky-Russia partnership. Holbrook 

As well as her own 
work, Holbrook has 
served faithfully on a 
number of committees on· 
our campus. Her entire 
family has been members 

• at First Baptist Church of 
Williamsburg, involved 
in every program the 

church has. Somehow she has even 
made time to perform in some of 
the presentations of Cumberland's 
theater group. 

This summer Holbrook will 
leave her position at Cumberland 
College to become campus minis­
ter at Berea College. We will miss 
her greatly as a colleague and 
friend. God bless you, Wyndee, 
_even as you have blessed us. 

Roben Dunston is chairman pf the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

As followers of 
Jesµs, we are thankful 
we have an advocate in 
the person of Jesus. He 
helps us in our weak­
ness, provides sight for 
our blinded spiritual 
condition, gives grace 
for our unfaithfulness 
and sends peace in the 
midst of crisis and pain. Bill Smithwick 

-Kentucky for Kids 
Day, which was held in 
Frankfort recently, was 
a tremendous experi­
ence. Everyone in atten­
dance was interested in 
serving kids across the 
commonwealth as ad­
vocates. I was proud to 
be · there and have 
KBH~ participate. 

In a similar way, 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren serves as an advocate for 
Kentucky's children. Children 
should have families that advocate 
for them at all cost, but often this 
is not always the case. On the oth­
er hand, some families are advo­
cates for their children, but their 
problems are so severe they do not 
know what to do. In both instanc­
es KBHC ministries fill the gap to 
serve the role of advocate. 

The beauty of childhood is its 

'.. Our society is finally 
realizing the stark reality that if 
people d~ not step forward today 
as advoc~tes for kids, tomorrow 
may be too late. Please join hands 
with us and become a real advo­
cate for our ~hildren. 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kb he/ 
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PEOPLE 
New event encourages ·pastors' wives 
Continued from page 15 
given everything to God and then suf­
fering happens alorig, there's nothing 
to block our healing," nothing to pre­
vent joy from being restored and noth­
ing to keep that 
woman from liv-

an who came through the door?" 
Brown asked. 

"God is logical . ... God called you 
both." 

The purpose of the life of a pas-. 
tor's wife is not 

. ' 
and start believing. When we'trust in 
God, we stop complaining and start 
praising." • 

ing an abundant 
life, she said. 

"Just being in · 
ministry does not 
mean we have • 
abandoned all to 
God," Moore re­
minded the wom-

r J I , i :iiJ [ )! 1 j . 
1Vadas 

the ministry, 
Brown said. 
''The purpose of 
your life is to 
love and serve 
God with all your 
heart and soul 
and mind. If you 

Nancy Leigh DeMoss talked about 
the power of discontentment to ruin 
one's life. ''Circumstances do not 
make us content," she said., Content­
ment comes from "knowing God and 
having his nearness in my lifo." 

DeMoss concluded the meeting 
with an altar call. For 20 minutes 
women continued to come to the plat­
form area to pray; many were weep­
ing. 

en. 
"Sometimes we ask, 'What will 

happen to me ifl abandon all?"' she 
said. "But a much more frightening 
question is, 'What will become of me 
if I don' t?' 

Teresa Brown said she grew up 
deep in a valley of east Tennessee. 
Her church had no indoor plumbing, 
no shades on the light bulbs, no car­
peting, no pastor and no pastor's 
wife. 

"But when I was a little girl, I know 
God told me that one day I would be 
a pastor's wife," she said. 

Brown, whose husband, Joe, is 
pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church·in Charlotte, N.C., inquired if 
God really does call a woman to be 
the wife of a pastor. 

"If we believe God calls men into 
ministry and if we believe God is in 
control, then how likely is it that the 
same God would haphazardly throw 
that man together with the first worn-

do that, I promise 
you God will take care of the minis­
try." 

Barbara O'Chester, director of 
Great Hills Retreat Ministry in Aus­
tin, Texas, and a pastor's wife for 40 
years, spoke of the faithfulness of God 
despite hard times. 

"Don't be surprised when trials 
come," she said. "Fiery furnaces are a 
way of life. 

"At times it will be hard to trust in 
God, but God is always in control," 
O'Chester said. She described perse­
cution from whites she and her hus­
band experienced in the 1960s when 
they took a stand against persecution 
of African-Americans. During anoth­
er pastorate, their church had to file 
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy. They also 
had a daughter "who wandered in and 
out of the world for 15 yearst she 
said. 

However, she said she has learned 
that "no one ever trusted God in vain. 
When we trust God, we stop fretting 

A CHALLENGE TO PASTORS' WIVES 
Nancy DeMoss, director of publications 
and women's ministries for Life Action 
Ministries in Niles, Mich., was one of the 
featured speakers for a special session for 
pastors' wives and other female Christian 
leaders during the 1997 Southern Baptist 

. Pastors Conference. (BP photo by Paul 
Obregon) • 

At Stonecreek Lodge Retirement 

Community, we're proud of what today's 

seniors have a~hieved in life. And we're 

equally proud that some of these seniors 

are calling us home. That's why we're 

working so hard to provide a happy, caring 

environment in our new community. Look 

for our grand opening coming soon. To 
schedule a visit, call 502,935,5884. Then 

discover · a . place that . rewards you for a 

l.~fetime of great accomplishments. 

:r, 

~

·,, . ·• . · , . 

• -'. _. t 

.. I 

;:.' 
STONECREEK-':LciDGE • 

Retirement living Community 
9251 Stonestreet Road • Louisville, KY 402 72 

502-935-5884 ~ 
EOJAL HOU6NG 
Ofll"ORTI.JNITY 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ ALLENSVILLE-Jay Stratton 
resigned as pastor of Mount Gilead 
Church to join the staff at Oneida Bap­
tist Institute. 

■ GILBERTSVILLE-Gilbertsville 
Church called Ron Melton as pastor. 
He previously was pastor of Bell view 
Church in Elkton. 

■ Missionaires Clay and 
Connie Cartwright and _ 

their family as they 
prepare to leave 

Tambov, Russia, July 5 
to study at Southern 

Seminary. 

■ AUBURN- Joe Hendricks re­
signed as pastor of Cave Spring 
Church. 

■ LEXINGTON- Rosemont Church 
will celebrate 50 years of ministry 
June 29 with a 3 p.m. service and re­
ception following. Pastor Gilbert 
Tucker and former pastors Louis Ar­
nold, William Craig and Jerome 
Brown will be participating. All are 
invited to attend. 

■ Students who recently 
graduated from Moscow 

Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Green 
River Memorial Church called Jeff 
McCarty as pastor. McCarty previ­
ously was pastor at Little Union 
Church in Taylorsville. He will begin 
his new ministry July 13. Also, Josh 
Bunch was called as music director. 
He is a student at Campbellsville Col­
lege. 

■ LONDON- First Church called 
Sam Spragens as minister of youth 
and recreation. He previously was 
minister of youth/children and educa: 
tion at Central Church in Paris. ■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Valley 

Creek Church will celebrate its 125th 
anniversary Aug. 23-24. Call (502) 
737-9282 for more information. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Tommy Hellams . 
resigned as minister of music and ad­
ministrator at Carlisle A venue Church 

■ Wisdom for 
missionary Mel Skinner 

as he considers the 
invitation of Russian 

Baptists to coordinate 
evangelism and church 
planting efforts around 

Moscow. 

■ Summer community 
outreach plans of Central 
Vermont Baptist Church 

in Waterbury, Vt. 

Six weeks equals nine months 
It is hard to believe summer school already has 

begun. A very short two and one-half weeks after 
school was out in May, many students have re­
turned for summer school. We have a few more 
students than we did last summer, but, for the most 
part, everything is about the same. 

Most of our summer school students are tak­
ing classes they failed last year. A little more than 
half of the students who come to Oneida are mak­
ing failing grades when they enroll. It normally 
takes about 90 days for students to make • 
substantial improvements in their THIS IS 

ONEIDA grad~s. During that time, they may fail 
a class or two and will have to retake 
those classes. 

When students come to Oneida, par­
ents are concerned most about academ­
ics. They seem to think that if a student 
can bring his or her grades up every­
thing else will fall into place. 

While that may be true in a few situ­
. ations, for the most part it is not true. 

The advice I most frequently give to 
parents is to let the student have at least 

ing the regular school year. A student in summer 
school will cover the same material in six weeks 
that is covered during nine months of the regular 
school year. 

There is another group of students who come 
to summer school. These students are those who 
have come to Oneida for the first time. 

The first two months of the regular school year 
are the most difficult for us. There are about 150 
first-time students and about 350 returning stu­

dents. 
The new students have the most dif-

ficult time adjusting. They will be mov­
ing in with three strangers and learning 
to share space and room cleaning re­
sponsibilities. They will have to adjust 
to new rules, new teachers, different 
food and a completely new environ­
ment. Some will make this adjustment 
relatively easily, while others will find 
the adjustment much more difficult. 

90 days to adjust to Oneida. When that W.F. Underwood 

Even students who are returning go 
through a little homesickness as they 
adjust to new roommates and the loss 
of friends who have graduated. 

student feels good about being here and 
gets involved in our many actiyities, then grades 
normally improve. 

About 75 percent of our students begin to make 
better grades during their first three months at 
Oneida. Young people who do not make signifi­
cant improvements in their grades may need more 
time to adjust, or they may have to be placed in 
our tutoring program. 

While many students have returned to summer 
school to repeat classes they failed, others have 
come to take a class they need to earn an advanced 
diploma. Others are taking a class for six .weeks 
that they do not want to. take for nine months dur-

We ask the parents of those students 
who we feel will have a more difficult time ad­
justing to enroll them in the summer school pro­
gram. It is much easier for these young people to 
adjust in summ~r school, with only about 175 stu­
dents, than in the fall term with 500. We will be 
able to focus on these students in summer school 
and give them more attention than we can pro­
vide at the beginning of school in the fall. With 
this in mind, we are happy to have 52 new stu-
dents enrolled in summer school. • 

, W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, . Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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effective June 8, to serve as executive 
assistant to the president at Southern 
Seminary. 
, Highland Park First Church's sanc­
tuary choir will present ''This is Amer­
ica" by Michael Parks June 29 at 6 
p.m. Call (502) 231-3917 for more in­
formation. 

Bethlehem Church dedicated a 
new missionary residence June 22. 
Missionaries Clay and Connie Cart­
wright of Russia will be the first oc­
cupants of "Elisha's Place" when they 
arrive in late July. 
■ MEXICO-Mexico Church called 
Rodney Groff as pastor. 
■ MIDDLETON- Middleton 
Church called Winston Roberts · as 
pastor. 
■ OWENSBORO-Jim Spaulding, 
director of missions at Daviess­
McLean Association, will retire Sept. 
1. The association will hold a recep­
tion in his honor at Third Church July 
14 at 6 p.m. Call (502) 684-2377 for 

more information. 
■ QUALITY- Gupton's Grove 
Church called Jeff Miller as pastor. 
■ RUSSELLVILLE-Whippoorwill 
Church called Bruce Alvis as pastor. 

Carl Freudenthal was elected di­
rector of missions for Bethel and Lo­
gan associations May 19. He previ­
ously was pastor at Adairville Church. 

New Union Church called John 
Walsh as pastor. He previously was 
associate pastor at Concord Church in 
Hopkinsville. 
■ SOMERSET- Pleasant Hill 
Church called Larry O'Bryan as pas­
tor. He previously was pastor at Old 
Yellow Creek Church in Middles­
boro. 
■ WESTPORT- Dwayne Doyle re­
cently resigned as interim youth min­
ister at Westport Church to become a 
Southern Baptist International Mis­
sion Board Journeyman to Bosnia. 
Doyle also served as an intern in the 
KBC Brotherhood Department. 

ROSEMONT BAPTIST CHURCH 
Lexington, Kentucky 

C<?rd.ially invites our cmrununity to ceiebrate 

''50 Years of :Ministry'' 
Sunday June 29, 1997 

3:00 pm. Service with reception to follow. 
All are welcome! Come Celebrate the Lord! 

(606) 277-6147 

New scholarships established 
The goals of Beyond 2001, our 

development campaign to secure 
$3.5 million in resources, include 
at least $800,000 for endowed stu­
dent scholarships. 

I Commercial bank of Harro­
gate, Tenn., B.J. and Brenda Fort­
ner and members of the bank's 
board of directors joined efforts to 
provide $16,000 for the Stephen 
Brent Fortner Memori-

Vada Clark Scholarship. Earl 
Clark retired as New Testament 
professor in 1996. 

I Horse Creek of Manchester 
committed $32,000 for the Den­
vis Rush Scholarship and already 
has given two-thirds of the 
pledge. -

I First Baptist Church of Pre­
stonsburg pledged at least $5,000 

al Scholarship. Interest 
from this endowment 
will provide financial 
grants to students from 
Tennessee. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

over three years to hon­
or Bill Jaggers. The first 
year, the church nearly 
reached its goal. 

I First Baptist 
Church of Harrogate, 
Tenn., approved 
$10,000 to create the 
Kenneth and Frances 
Clendaniel Scholarship 
in honor of our former 
academic dean and his 

I First Baptist of 
Madisonville honors 
Harold Purdy with a 
$10,000 scholarship. 

Two churches have 
committed $10,000 
each in appreciation of 
current pastors: 

wife. The fund will as- Bill Whittaker 
sist students who are 

I Lone Oak First 
Baptist is thankful for 
Willis Henson's 25 
years. 

members of the church or other 
Tennessee students. -

I James and Florence Deaton 
of Jacksori established a scholar­
ship in their name to assist stu­
dents from the eastern region of 
Kentucky. A charitable trust will 
add to the fund after their death. 

_ Four· churches pledged suffi­
. cient amounts to endow scholar­

ships to honor former pastors: 
I East Bernstadt in London 

pled~ed $3_9,000 for the Earl and 
•• f - . • 

I Binghamtown in Middles­
boro honored W.B. Bingham for 
45 years of leadership. 

Beyond 2001 offers churches, 
associations and individuals an 
excellent opportunity to honor 
faithful leaders or to continue 
Christian srewardship until Jesus 
comes. 

Bill Whi(taker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist /Jible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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BAPTISTS 
Crossover Dallas offers food for body and soul 

DALLAS (BP)-Before Southern 
Baptists gathered in the Dallas Con­
vention Center to call a boycott of the 
Walt Disney Co. and conduct other 
business, they gave away three tons 
of chicken and thousands of New Tes­
taments, conducted neighborhood sur­
veys and shared the gospel in church 
and shopping center parking lots all 
across Dallas. 

Crossover Dallas, a June 13-15 
evangelistic event, included 117 block 
parties as well as door-to-door evan­
gelism and street evangelism. More 
than 3,600 people made professions 
of faith in Jesus Christ through these 

activities. 
Bill Cox, who has coordinated 

Crossover block parties since their 
inception six years ago, said he was 
impressed with the 
wide variety of ac­
tivities Dallas-area 
churches used to 
reach people. 
"Churches have 
done a fantastic job 
of putting together 
their own pro­
grams and activi­
ties that reach their community." 
.- "The Southern Baptist churches 

out here in Parkerville took different 
areas and coordinated to make sure all 
of the town was covered by Cross­
over," said Gaylon Riddle, pastor of 

Parkerville 
Road Baptist 
Church in De­
Soto, Texas. 

With four 
teams fanning 
out in a section 
of DeSoto, 
about 75 con­
tacts were made 

among 200 homes, generating 15 to 
20 strong prospects for the .church. 

Two months before Crossover, 
members of Second Baptist Church in 
Dallas began preparing for the event. 
"We needed $1,600 to host our block 
party," Pastor Joe Smith said. "Our 
church raised $4,600;" 

"There's a low-income motel just 
down the block from here," said Lou­
ise Snyder, a member of Second Bap­
tist and volunteer at the party. "I used 
to live there, so I know what goes 
on- lots of drugs and prostitution. 
Second Baptist helped me get on my 
feet, and now I have the opportunity 
to tell the people that they don't have 
to live this way. They have a choice." 

Prayer walk undergirds SBC wi_tnessing blitz in Dallas 
By Dan Martin As the men walked, Thames de-
Baptist General Convention of Texas scribed people with whom he has 

• come into contact as he has worked 
DALLAS--The three men walked to reach people for Jesus Christ. As 

. slowly along Lower Greenville Ave- Thames described the people and 
nue, with the skyscrapers of down- places along the six-block stretch, one 
town Dallas looming nearby. or the other of his companions prayed, 

At mid-morning June 13, many of lifting that person or business up to 
the denizens of the mile-long area God. 
were not yet up and stirring: Lower They prayed for the "scientific 
Greenville, for the most part, is an area atheist," for the young woman whose 
of bars, restaurants, clubs, boutiques family has had no connection with any 
and other places that draw people of religion for several generations, for 
the night. another person so untouched by 

"Lower Greenville is a magnet for church that when she went to the pub­
people who, in Dallas, want to get lie library looking for a Bible she 
away in some way from the dominant didn't know whether to look in the fact 
mainstream culture," said Mark or fiction section. 
Thames, ministeroftheLowerGreen- - Another young woman was de­
ville Baptist Community. Thames scribed as a pagan, who believes an 
lives and works in the area. ancient goddess guides her and helps 

her make decisions. Others 'men­
tioned and prayed for included homo­
sexuals, lesbians, New Age devotees. 
Prayer was voiced that they might be 
won to the Lord Jesus Christ and ac­
cept him as their personal Savior. 

The three men were engaged in a 
prayer walk, an effort where Chris­
tians walk through an area and quiet­
ly pray. 

Prayer walking was an integral part 
of Crossover Dallas, a massive wit­
nessing and . evangelism effort coor­
dinated by the Dallas Baptist Associ­
ation in advance of the annual meet­
ing of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion in the Dallas Convention Center 
June 17-19. 

Jana Young, the association's di­
rector of church and community min­
istries and coordinator of the 

- year-long Crossover planning, de­
scribed prayer walking as "praying on 
sight with irn;ight." 

A lot of times the people are not 
even praying publicly. It is-praying 
with your eyes open. 

"We asked the churches to send 
people into the neighborhoods where 
we would be going to do door-to-door 
evangelism, block parties or other ef­
forts so they could pray for the people 
who live there," Young said. 

Young said more than 250 of Dal­
las Baptist Association's 470 church­
es participated in Crossover. "We do 
not know for sure how many went out 
prayer walking Friday morning," she 
said, but estimated that more .than 100 
people were on the streets praying as 
they walked through various neigh­
borhoods. 

SHARING THEIR FAITH 
■ Above: Scott Coleman, 
minister of missions at 
Calvary Baptist Church in 
Oak Cliff, Texas, talks with 
two young girls he 
eventually led to make 
professions of faith in 
Christ during "Crossover 
Dallas". ■ Left: John 
Shelton, pastor of Church 
on the Lot in Dallas, 
counsels with a woman in 
need of permanent 
housing. ■ Middle: Bary 
Ke/die spins a gyroscope 
ride at an evangelistic block 
party. ■ Right: a clown 
offers face painting at a 
block party. (BP photos by 
Bob Carey) 
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~ A. GREAT PERFORMANCE ~ 

fil ampbellsville University 
has become one of Kentucky's 
great performances of the decade. 

Its student enrollment has 

The Students Guide to Americas 
100 Best College Buys. 

Are we satisfied to rest on our 
recent laurels? Not on your life. In 
fact, we are quickly moving our 
fine arts area to become one of the 
premier programs of its kind in the 

ter of Music Degree in Music Edu­
cation program, all clearly demon­
strate our commitment to solid arts 
education and performance. 

But to paraphrase a Rogers 
and • Hammerstein favorite, 
Campbellsville's fine arts program 

:::::::;:::~:;~~~:~~~~=~#~* 
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Proposed Campbellsville University Fine Arts Center 

soared 131 % during the past nine 
years to more than 1,530 students. 
Two of its faculty were named 
among the state's college/univer­
sity teachers of the year for 
1995-96-- a rare distinction for any 
school. 

And for the second consecu­
tive year, CampbeBsville Univer­
sity has been named by U.S. News 
& World Report as among the lead­
ing 64 Southern liberal arts insti­
tutions, and was recently listed in 

state and region. 
As one of Kentucky's two pri­

vate colleges and universities na- • 
tionally accredited by the National 
Association of Schools of Music, 
Campbellsville University's fine 
arts program is turning heads 
across the state. 

Campbellsville's 11 music en­
sembles, ranging from the 
100-member Tiger Marching Band 
to the internationally-acclaimed 
University Chorale to its new Mas-

is "bustin' out all over," as a re­
sult of its many successes. And 
now is the time to construct a 
major addition to its existing fa­
cility that will enable the arts to 
flourish even greater in Central 
Kentucky. 

For more information on our 
"Great Performance," contact us 
toll-free at (800) 264-6014 ext. 
5001, and we' 11 be happy to show 
you why we're Kentucky's "New 
Standard of Excellence.'' 

A New Standard of Excellence 
1 University Drive 
Campbellsville, KY 427.18-2799 
www.campbellsvil.edu · 
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