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Many churches reporting vacation Bible school growth

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

SCOTTSVILLE-Many Kentucky
Baptist churches are crediting vaca-
tion Bible school curriculum with
helping them increase both attendance
and professions of faith this summer.

Pastors - and VBS directors
throughout the state reported an en-
thusiastic reception to the “Wild and
Wonderful Good News Stampede,”
published by the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board.

The theme made it easy to find
decorations—many hauled in saddles
and scattered hay inside their build-
ings—and appropriate attire, they
said.

They also praised the literature,
contemporary Christian music, unusu-
al refreshments and rotating to “‘cor-

Kentuckians’
name choices
getting biblical

FRANKFORT—A blhllcal
name has made an unexpécted :
leap forward to become the most
popular name given to newborn
girls in Kentucky last year.

~ Hannah leaped from sixth
place in 1995 to first place in
1996, with 448 girls given that -
name, according to the Kentucky
Department for Public Health’s
Vital Statistics records. As re-
cently as 1994, Hannah wasn’t
even in the top 10 gu'ls’ names in
Kentucky ~ ’
In recent years, biblical names

that once were given commonly

to newborns have been surpassed
in popularity by more contempo-
rary names like Ashley, Bnttany;‘»
‘and Taylor. .
Those contemporary names
are still popular, but last year they
took a back seat to Hannah, the
-name of a biblical character who
 became mother to the Old Testa-
‘ment prophet Samuel after years
of being barren. -

One other bxbhcal name made .

lastyear s list of the 10 most- op-
ular names for newborn girls in
Kentucky. Sarah was the name
given to 382 girls.
~ Trendy names are still the .
. most popular for boys in Ken-
‘tucky, with Austin the most fre-
quently chosen. Howcver, sever-
 al biblical names remain in the
top 10 for boys, including Jacob
(second), James (553), Matihew', '
 (fifth) and Joshua (ninth). »

. Abiblical theme runs through' .
some of the more unusual names
chosen by Kentucky parents of
newborns last year as well: Mer-

¢y, Misionary, Heavenly,

Blessed, Deacon, Glory, Naza-

reth, Israel, Judah, Corinthian,
_ Jericho and Genesis. ‘

Kentucky even was the birth-
place of a Samson and a Dehlah
last year.

rals” for various activities.

Fifteen children accepted Christ as
their personal Savior at Scottsville
Baptist Church, compared to two in
1996. Pastor Floyd Price credited in-
creased response to the excitement
stirred by the Western props.

“It heightened the interest,” said
Price, president of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention. “It’s been a dynamite
experience, like a revival for our
church.”

Scottsville Baptist concluded its
early-June VBS with a fair and rodeo

featuring pony rides, stick-horse bar- -

rel races and “‘cactus juice” for refresh-
ments.

Two days later, the church’s
“Good News Stampede” musical at-
tracted a crowd of 300, or 50 more
than average Sunday morning atten-
dance.

Associate Pastor Mike Williams of
Lone Oak First Baptist in Paducah
said this year’s VBS enrolled a record
of nearly 800 students. Seventeen
children became Christians, and most
have been baptized.

“The only thing I’'m concerned
about is how we’re going to match it
next year,” Williams said. “Our pre-
school department enrolled 59 chil-
dren in the 3-year-old class. It was a
phenomenal year.’

He said he was touched to watch a
3-year-old unchurched boy overcome
his initial fright within a few minutes
and attend every session.

In Lincoln County, Fairview Bap-
tist Church of Waynesburg saw a 50
percent attendance increase when it
moved VBS to the Lincoln County
fairgrounds in nearby Stanford.

The event included simulated ro-

deo events and rides on horses pro-
vided by several church members.
Four of the 128 enrolled accepted
Christ and two rededicated their lives

_ to him, according to director Danny

Bertram.

He said the reception was so en-
thusiastic that Fairview has talked to
several other churches about co-spon-
soring next year’s event.

“Almost everyone made com-
ments through the week like, “Why
didn’t we do this years before?””” Ber-
tram said.

First Baptist Church of South

~ Shore ‘had a 50 percent increase in

enrollment, with 18 professions of
faith. Pastor Phil Haney said eight
were baptized, while some joined oth-
er churches. ,

“There was a good evangelism
0 See Churches say ..., page 9

KENTUCKY CHANGERS Teenage volunteers from across the state worked on housing rehabilitation projects in Frankfort and Pike
County recently through two annual Kentucky Changers projects. Story on page 8. (Photo by Kathy Bentley)

Teen spirituality high, but commitment low

By David Winfrey
News Director

OXNARD, Calif—The spiritual
beliefs of America’s early teenagers
closely mirror those of adults, al-
though youth rarely talk to their par-
ents about such matters, a Christian
researcher recently reported.

George Barna reported that 88
percent of teens say they’re Chris-
tian, slightly higher than the 84 per-

cent of adults who define them-

selves as Christian.

But responses indicate many
youth are identifying with a cultural
Christianity, not a biblical Christian-
ity, Barna said.

Teens and adults also responded
similarly that religious faith is very

important to their lives; 82 percent
and 87 percent respectively.

“In many ways, teenagers are the
mirror image of adults when it
comes to religious beliefs and atti-
tudes,” Barna wrote in his newslet-
ter, the “Barna Report.”

“This is particularly striking be-
cause we also discovered that teens

and their parents spend little, if any.

time discussing what they believe
related to faith,” he wrote.

Barna said teens absorb much of

their religious perspectlvc through
“spiritual osmosis,” a mixture of ob-
servation, conversation, instruc-
tions, media exposure, family tradi-
tion and peer pressure.
Meanwhile, commitment levels
by those who call themselves Chris-

tians is low, Barna wrote.

Of those who call themselves
Christian, orily 35 percent said they
are “absolutely committed” to the
Christian faith.” And about one-
quarter of all teens said their faith
makes a “huge difference” in how
they live.

Biblical literacy was lacking
among many teens polled. While 64
percent said the Bible is totally ac-
curate in all of its teachings, 51 per-
cent said all people will experience
the same outcome after death, re-
gardless of their spiritual beliefs.

“The theology presently em-
braced by teens is still in transition,
but it leans heavily toward a cultur-
al Christianity rather than a biblical
[ See Barna: Most teens ..., page 7



“Qur Lord died
particularly for the
sins of his elect
people,
accomplishing
their salvation
from beginning to
end—and for no

one else.”

Fred Malone, pastor of
First Baptist Church of
Clinton, La.

BAPTISTS

Calvinist speakers defend

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—Despite
differences of opinion with modern-
day Southern Baptists, Calvinists
should not be ashamed to preach

-about their belief in the “limited atone-

ment” of Jesus Christ, a pastor said
during the 15th annual Southern Bap-
tist Founders Conference.

The annual conference of South-
ern Baptist Calvinists, held July 22-
25 at Samford University, seeks to
promote the theology held by some
early Southern Baptists.

Calvinism is a theological system
based on the works of the 16th centu-
ry reformer John Calvin. It has gained
renewed attention in recent years be-
cause two presidents of Southern Bap-
tist Convention seminaries—Al

Mohler and Mark Coppenger—sub-

scribe to and teach its tenets.

Among Calvinism’s most contro-
versial beliefs is limited atonement,
the assertion that the atonement for
sins effected by Jesus’ death on the
cross was limited only to those God
chose “before the foundation of the
world” to be saved. According to this
belief, God also predestined some

people for damnation; they have no'

hope of gaining eternal life because
they are not among God’s elect.
This notion runs directly opposite

BAPTIST BITS

_the prevailing “whosever-will-may-

come” belief of most contemporary
Southern Baptists. The predominant
view among Southern Baptists for
most of the 20th century has been that
God’s gift of salvation made possible
through Jesus’ death and resurrection
is available to all who will put their
trust in Jesus. According to this view,
all humans are capable of accepting
God’s gift if only they will.

In a message at this year’s confer-
ence, Fred Malone, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Clinton, La., de-
fended the doctrine of limited atone-
ment.

“Our Lord died particularly for the
sins of his elect people, accomplish-
ing their salvation from beginning to
end—and for no one else,” Malone
said. “There is not one moment of suf-

fering, not one drop of Jesus’ blood

that was wasted. His atonement actu-
ally accomplished the redemption for
those whom he represented.”
Malone cited several passages of
Scripture to support the doctrine, such
as Ephesians 5:25: “Husbands, love
your wives, just as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her.”
“A husband loves his wife; he
chooses her above all women,” Mal-
one said. “He is not to love all women

‘limited atonement’ helief

the same. The Lord Jesus Christ loved
the church, the given ones, and gave
himself up for her.”

Malone acknowledged several bib-
lical passages seem to deny that Christ
died only for the elect.

“No one denies that these passag-
es are in the Bible,” Malone said. “We
have wrestled over these passages. We
have studied. We have prayed. We
have wept, some of us, (and) made life
decisions that affected our family and
our entire future, based upon our con-
science held bound to the word of God
as we understand it.

“We do not claim to have all the
answers on all of these passages, but
neither can we cut out ... a multitude
of other passages in the Bible,” which
teach limited atonement, such as Mat-
thew-1:21, John 10, Romans 5 or Acts
20:28, Malone stated.

He noted some passages—such as
John 4:42, 1 John 2:2 and 1 John
4:14—indicate Christ is the Savior of
the world.

“But it is fitting with the rest of the
Scripture that ‘the whole world’
means Jew and Gentile—f{rom every
tongue and tribe and nation and peo-
ple for whom Jesus died,” Malone
explained.

Phil Newton, pastor of South

Drake convicted

BUENA PARK, Calif. (ABP)—
Despite a:court order July .30-to halt
his work with the poor, outspoken
pastor Wiley Drake was still feeding
and sheltering the homeless that
evening at First Southern Baptist
Church in Buena Park, Calif.

Court process servers tried unsuc-
cessfully a day earlier to serve Drake,
53, with a preliminary injunction bar-
ring him from allowing poor people

to sleep in cots at his church orin cars

on church property.

Drake said on the morning of
Thursday, July 31, that he was not try-
ing to avoid the court papers, but that
all day Tuesday he was being inter-
viewed by, “one radio station after
another,” and that a limousine came
for him late Tuesday afternoon to go
to Los Angeles for a CBS News in-
terview.

The process server arrived about
the same time Drake was going from
his office to the limousine. “I was in a
hurry,” Drake said. “I never saw a pro-
cess server.”

Woods Baptist Church in Memphis,
Tenn., said Christians should see God
as both righteous and just—even
when considering that God has pre-
destined only particular people for
salvation.

“We are to rejoice in the fact that
when God saves a sinner, he does it
out of his righteousness and justice,”
Newton said. “When God damns a
sinner for eternity, he does it in his
righteousness and his justice. We are
to rejoice in this Lord. ... In salvation
and in damnation, our God reigns in
righteousness and justice.”

This year’s Founders Conference
also took a slap at the Walt Disney
Co., but not in the same way as the
SBC'’s call for a boycott.

Bill Ascol, pastor of Heritage Bap-
tist Church in Shreveport, La., criti-
cized church leaders who look to cor-
porate giants like Disney for ideas on
how to improve a church.

He chided Southern Baptist pastors
who have sought training at Disney
University, a professional develop-
ment conference center at Disney
World in Orlando, Fla. Disney Uni-
versity provides courses in quality ser-
vice, customer loyalty, leadership and
people management.

Based on Baptist Press reports

; work goes on

Drake and his church were found
guilty July 28 of four counts each of
misdemeanor building code violations
in Orange County Superior Court. An
appeal is planned, and sentencing is
set for Aug. 22.

After the injunction was served
successfully on Drake Wednesday
afternoon, his attorneys gave the pro-
cess server an appeal to stay the or-
der, which allows Drake to maintain
his homeless ministry pending an ap-
peal. :
Increased publicity thanks to the
conviction prompted an increase in
food and clothing donations to the
church. On Thursday, a woman who
claimed to be a direct descendant of
both Mayflower Pilgrims and a Dec-
laration of Independence signer pick-
eted in front of Buena Park city gov-
ernment offices in support of Drake.

The church was expecting a larg-
er-than-usual worship crowd Sunday,
Aug. 3, including reporters and some
of the jurors who found Drake guilty
in the trial.

EVEN IF WE DO MAVE THE CASH PASTOR REX
WHERE'R " WE GONNA PUT A FAMILY LIFECENTER T




By Mark Wingfield

~ KENTUCKY

KBC hires Sunday school & Brotherhood directors

Editor

ELIZABETHTOWN—Darryl
Wilson and Randy Foster were named
to key staff positions with the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention July 31 in a
rare special-called session of the KBC
Executive Board.

Wilson, 38, will be the KBC’s Sun-
day school director. Foster, 54, will be
the state Brotherhood director. Both
were elected without opposition.

Eighty-six Executive Board mem-
bers attended the called meeting; held
at Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown.

KBC President Floyd Price ex-
plained that the special session was
necessary because “we have two cru-
cial leadership positions that are ready
to be filled.” Without the called meet-
ing, those positions could not be filled
until November, when the Executive
Board is next scheduled to meet, he
said.

Wilson, the new Sunday school
director, has been minister of educa-
tion and administration at Eastwood
Baptist Church in Bowling Green
since 1992. Previously he served
Third Baptist Church in Owensboro;
Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowl-
ing Green; First Baptist Church of
Pendleton, S.C.; and Alton Baptist
Church in Lawrenceburg.

Wilson is a past president of the
Kentucky Baptist Religious Education
Association and has been used as a
religious education consultant by the
KBC and several Baptist associations.

He holds the bachelor of arts de-
gree in religion from Belmont Univer-
sity in Nashville and the master of di-
vinity in Christian education degree
from Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville.

Wilson and his wife, Yvonne, are
the parents of two children, Jonathan,
9, and Jordan, 7.

In his new position, Wilson suc-
ceeds longtime KBC Sunday school
director Chip Miller, who last year

became a church consultant working -

directly with Vernon Cole, director of
the church growth and administration
division. -

Cole said the search that led him
to recommend Wilson for the position
began with convening a cross-section
of Kentucky Baptists to give input
about what skills they believe are es-
sential for the job. & :

- -One key requirement expressed by
that group was the ability to be flexi-

Foster

Ison

ble, Cole said. “You don’t go in with

a cookie cutter and say, “This is how

you do ..." anything, let alone Sun-
day school.”

Cole said Wilson is well-prepared
to meet this challenge because of his
varied background of ministry expe-
rience in churches with different styles
and needs.

Among the questions board mem-
bers asked Wilson, one person want-
ed to know how he would advise
churches desiring to use literature oth-
er than that produced by the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Wilson responded that churches
shopping around for literature is “just
a fact” in today’s church culture.
Churches are using “a multitude of lit-
erature” from a variety of sources, he
said.

“The important thing is that the
Bible is our real literature and people

_are our main concern,” he said.

Foster, the new Brotherhood direc-
tor, has been a Southern Baptist home
missionary in Jackson Hole, Wyo.,
since 1978. His primary responsibili-
ties have been in Christian social min-
istry and resort missions.

In his ministry there, Foster has
supervised about 1,000 youth and
adult volunteers who have served
terms of 10 weeks or longer as sum-
mer missionaries, semester mission-
aries and Mission Service Corps
workers. He also has coordinated the
volunteer ministries of hundreds of
church groups.

In his family’s 19-year ministry in
Jackson Hole, he has either begun or
helped with numerous ministry ef-
forts. He currently serves as chaplain
for the Jackson Hole Ski Area and
Snow King Ski Resort.

Foster is a certified disaster relief
worker and has served in several Bap-
tist disaster relief ministries.

He has been heavily involved in
Brotherhood work in Wyoming and
Colorado and has been used as a na-
tional speaker for Brotherhood and
Woman’s Missionary Union events.

Foster has planned and supervised

numerous camps, including Brother-
hood Challenger camps, sports camps, -
Baptist Young Men’s Adventure
Week, Camp Angel Tree for children
of prison inmates and others. He es-
tablished and for 15 years has led a
Royal Ambassador program in a lo-
cal church. He also-established and
has led a Challenger program in a lo-
cal church.

Foster also has participated in a
variety of foreign missions projects,
has worked with Promise Keepers
groups, helped begin a Habitat for
Humanity chapter in his community
and has been involved with lay renew-
al efforts.

He has experience with other hu-
man needs ministries, such as emer-
gency shelters, food assistance, liter-
acy training and foster care. His wife,
Anne, is director of a crisis pregnan-
cy center in Jackson Hole, and he
serves on that center’s board of direc-
tors.

Foster also has extensive experi-
ence with wilderness programs such
as trail rides, backpacking trips, climb
ing, fishing and hunting.

Foster holds the bachelor of arts
degree from Mississippi College in
Clinton, Miss., and the master of di-
vinity degree from Southern Semi-
o ‘2

He and his wife are the parents of
four boys: Andrew, 24; Eric, 21;
James, 17; and John, 15.

In his new role, Foster will succeed
Bob Simpkins, who resigned from the
KBC staff earlier this year.

Larry Martin, KBC missions and
evangelism division director, de-
scribed Foster as uniquely qualified to
lead Kentucky Baptists to a higher lev-
el of Brotherhood involvement and
ministry. :

He especially cited Foster’s exten-
sive experience in working with vol-
unteers, noting that Kentucky Broth-
erhood really is a ministry network of
volunteers. ;

He also said Foster is “an excel-
lent listener” who will not go into
churches with preconceived ideas
about what they should do. Rather, he
will listen to churches and help them
find ways to fulfill God’s leading in
their own settings, Martin said.

Martin said Foster’s previous ex-
perience relating to Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union as a home missionary
would serve Kentucky Baptists well
as Kentucky Brotherhood and Ken-
tucky WMU seek more ways to work
together. :

e ‘hanner year’

Martin explained one change in the
expectations of the Brotherhood direc-
tor, noting that Foster will not be the
primary leader for disaster relief work.
Before he began searching for a new
director, Martin said, he made a com-
mitment that the department would be
structured differently, giving someone
else this key responsibility.

In the past, “when we had a major
disaster, most of our other work either
has slowed down or come to a stop,”

' Martin said.

The Brotherhood director needs to
be free to keep all aspects of Brother-
hood work going, while someone else

_gives detailed leadership to disaster

relief, he said.

In introductory comments to the
board, Foster described himself as a
missionary at heart who is “connect-
ed very much to the heart and mission
of Brotherhood.” What Brotherhood
ultimately is about is missions, he said.

Challenge gift offered for children’s homes capital campaign

SOMERSET—Local volunteers
for the “Building A Brighter Future”
campaign will be working this month
to match a $150,000 challenge gift
that could push the drive over its $2.65
million goal.

The capital campaign is raising
funds to improve services for children
and families in a 25-county area
through Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children. Recently, an anonymous
donor agreed to match dollar-for-dol-
lar up to $150,000 received by the
campaign in its closing effort.

To date the campaign has raised
$2.3 million. With the challenge gift,

volunteers need only to raise an addi-
tional $200,000 to reach the $2.65
million challenge goal. Campaign vol-
unteers already have reached their ini-
tial $1.8 million goal, and the cam-
paign is scheduled to-end Sept. 1.
“We are excited about the oppor-
tunity this donor has provided to dou-
ble the impact of the gifts to help chil-
dren,” said Somerset businessman
Oscar Hornsby, campaign chairman.
“The people. of this area have already
been tremendously responsive and
I’m confident that they will come
through to push us over the top.”
Added Cy Waddle of Somerset,

honorary campaign chair: “It has been
great to be a part of this campaign and
I am thrilled to see us getting this close
to the final challenge goal.”

Funds from the campaign already
have been used to construct a new 16-
bed children’s shelter in Bronston.
Construction is now under way on a
classroom and administrative building
for KBHC children’s programs in
Southern Kentucky.

Still to come on that same site is a
24-bed lodge for the agency’s wilder-
ness camping treatment program.

In addition, the campaign will fund
an endowment for KBHC’s Corner-

stone Counseling ministry which
serves southern Kentucky through a
London-based hub.

The campaign funds also are be-
ing used to expand the agency’s fos-
ter care program with workers based
in London as well as services designed
to help families on the brink of hav-
ing children removed from home.

A London-based after-school re-
porting center to provide additional
care and support for children in need
also will be funded.

More information about the cam-
paign is available by calling (800)
456-1386.
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- Lord said, however, that

Oppose hoycott

The recent resolution calling for
the boycott of the Disney organization
has resulted in much discussion
among our congregation. Most of the
general public assumes that all South-
ern Baptists agree with the resolution,
therefore we wish to express our op-
position to the boycott.

Jesus said, “Let your
light shine before others,
that they may see your
good deeds.” Christians
must uphold certain val-
ues and standards. Our

he did not come to con-
demn the world, but to
save the world. The par-
ables of the lost sheep,
the lost coin and the
prodigal son (Luke 15) were told by
Jesus in response to criticism that he
had welcomed and eaten with sinners.

We believe if the resolution was
intended to promote certain values, it
has become lost in a cloud of condem-
nation. In a society where non-believ-
ers are skeptical of the church, the res-
olution to boycott has drawn negative
attention toward Southern Baptists
and the evangelical community. The
action taken by the convention is con-
trary to the forgiving spirit of Christ
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and works against our congregation’s

vision of “Working Together with
God’s Gifts to Meet the Needs of the
‘Whole Person.”

‘We wish to clearly state our oppo-
sition to this boycott which, if success-
ful, could result in the loss of employ-
ment to families dependent upon the
Disney organization for their liveli-
hood. We also believe
that the opportunities of
wholesome family en-

Disney and its subsidiar-
ies far outweigh the neg-
ative. A resolution that is
supposedly intended to
promote family values
could actually have a
detrimental effect on
families.

We admonish all
Southern Baptists to remember the
words of Christ, “As I have loved you,
so you must love one another. Every-
one will know that you are my disci-
ples if you love one another.”

The deacons and congregation of
Melbourne Heights Baptist Church
Louisville

Wisdom of God

Paul has certified the gospel he
preached was not after men but by the

tertainment provided by

revelation of Jesus Christ. Yet each
week we propagate the understanding
gained from the many translations,

helps, the wisdom of the wise and .

benevolence fo those we deem our
equals.

The fruit of the week is the abun-
dance of iniquity in our time such as
5-year-olds killing each other, and 12-
year-olds replenishing the earth, drug
use, satanic delight and, worse, a con-
version to the “isms” (conservation-
ism, modernism, liberalism), ever
learning with a judgmental attitude.
My religion is better than yours. The
question is, have the Scriptures been

wrested by the isms?

To those who wish to engage Fal-
well, Robertson and Ralph Reed, it
tickled my conscious to remember
Roman 14:4.

When we abandon what our cre-
ator meant us to be and abrogate to a
political action, it is to deny John 3:16.

As Christians, we are God’s work-
manship created in Jesus Christ unto
good works and by his Spirit, the wis-
dom and revelation in the knowledge
of God.

The word of God and the Holy

Spirit will germinate a new life, by

faith, that will hear what the Spirit
saith unto the church.

O.M. Rector Jr.

Monticello

MARRIAGE

Hot buttons
connected to

childhood homes

* By John Lepper

A cartoon shows two robots
standing before a marriage coun-
selor. Numerous buttons are plain
to see on both robots. The mar-
riage counselor says: “You real-
ly  know
how to push
each other’s
buttons.”

As hu-
mans  our
buttons are
not so visi-
ble but just

FAMILY
as real. Seen

or not, most

couples know how to push one
another’s buttons. Intuitively we
know what our mates like and
what bugs them.

On our worse days we play
power games and push each oth-
er’s hot buttons. On other occa-
sions we push each other’s warm
buttons. We know those things
which our mate finds pleasing.

Interestingly, our emotional
buttons have invisible wires con-
nected to our childhood and to the
home in which we grew up.

Harville Hendrix says we are
attracted to someone who has
both positive and negative char-
acteristics of our parents or other
primary caregivers (see his book
“Getting the Love You Want”).
For some strange reason, we are
particularly attracted to someone
with the negative traits of our
parents. We don’t always notice
this because the process takes
place on an unconscious level.

We are driven by an uncon-
scious desire to find someone
similar to our parents because we
believe they can heal our child-
hood wounds—sort of pick up
where our parents left off. The
honeymoon is over when we re-
alize this desire is a fantasy and
can’t be achieved by our mates.

‘All of us grow up with child-
hood frustrations and/or wounds.
Things that frustrated us as we
related to our parents often are the
very things that frustrate us as we
relate to our spouses.

Was your mother intrusive? If
50, you likely were unconscious-
ly attracted:to someone who is
intrusive. Was your father rather
aloof? Perhaps you were attract-
ed to a mate who sometimes can
be aloof. Chances are you relate
to an aloof or intrusive spouse in
the same way you related to an
aloof or intrusive parent.

Our hot buttons are real. Frus-
trations with a spouse are not to
be ignored. Becoming conscious
of how past frustrations influence
our current relationships can help
us grow as individuals and as
couples.

John Lepper is director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s fam-
ily ministry department.




OPINION

BB it SAID/SHE SAID

If life were picture-perfect,
we’d still forget to load the film

HESAID

Don't you ever wish time would
stand still? Oh, to capture those rare
moments when nobody’s fussing or
fighting or fuming and you're all
laughing and having a good time.

| guess if all our moments were like
that we wouldn’t cherish them so much.

When you get right down to it,
attitude makes all the difference in the
world. We know things aren’t going to
- Alison Wingfield  be perfect, and if we would just learn to

go with the flow and not let things get to
us, then we would find laughing and cherishing times '
together to be the norm and not the exception.

Somewhere along the parenthood trail, I've lost that
attitude. I'm trying to find it again. The optimist | used to be
struggles with the pessimist who has discovered that life is
not a bed of roses (it took me awhile). Poor Mark has to deal
with a nag sometimes.

At the same time, every family needs a realist. And Mark
does not fit that bill. For example, every time we sit and figure
finances, he always has the rosier viewpoint. Since I'm the
one in charge of the checkbook, | have had to throw some
heavy doses of reality his way.

Now | just have to figure out how to be a realist and an
optimist at the same time.

Just for the record, in the first years
of our marriage, | was the one who kept
. the checkbook while Alison wore the
rose-colored glasses |-will gladly- attest.
that ignorance is bliss, and I'm happy to
be free of the checkbook duty so | can
lookat life in @ more blissful state.

The problem with this contentment
stuff'is all those catalogues, magazines
and movies. It seems like these three
things more than anything else paint the
. pictures our minds store away to
represent what a perfect life ought to be. :

We want our houses to look like those featured in the
magazines. We want our bodies to look like those of the
models photographed for the catalogues. And we want all the
ups and downs of life to lead to a happy and romantic
conclusion in about two hours, just like in the movies.

Even though in our heads we know the photographs are
airbrushed and the houses are decorated specifically to be
photographed and the movies are full of Hollywood maglc in
our hearts we see more.

For years I've carried around in my mind an image of
idyllic fall weekends spent at some rural cabin with friends,
reminiscent of the better aspects of “The Big Chill” and other
such movies.

Every fall comes and goes and | realize we’ve experienced
nothing remotely resembling that image. Even if we had the
cabin, several little things stand between reality and fantasy,
not the least of which are children, money and time. You've
got to admit that real life’s a lot more like Erma Bombeck or
Dave Barry have reported it than like what Madlson Avenue or
Hollywood show us.

There aren’t many moments in real life when nobody’s
fussing or fighting or fuming. And whenever such a rare
moment occurs, | inevitably come up with some reason to
fuss or fight or fume myself.

In reality, it’s hard to enjoy the “Kodak moments” of life as
they happen. They always look better on film after the
passage of time.

Perhaps the answer is to filter our cameras and glasses
with the advice of the Apostle Paul, who said: “| have learned
the secret of being content in every situation, whether well-
fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. | can do
everything through him who gives me strength.”

HESAID

Mark Wingfield

Who’s got it right: Tilton or Bakker?

He’s baaaaack!

No, this is not an announcement of the Second Com-
ing of Christ. Rather, it’s a notice that one of the most
pesky thorns in the body of Christ is coming around
again. '

Bob Tilton, the undisputed king of name-it-and-
claim-it/health-and-wealth theology, is back on the air-
waves in several major markets around the United
States. And he hopes to expand to a cable system near
you soon. :

You’ll remember Tilton as the televan-
gelist who was exposed by ABC’s “Prime-
Time Live” in 1991. The ABC report quot-
ed people who said Tilton kept donations sent to him
in the mail while filling trash dumpsters with unopened
prayer requests from the same mail bags.

Of course, Tilton’s primary spiel on his “Success-
N-Life” program was for viewers to send him money
and prayer requests, and he would pray with a positive
answer from God guaranteed. He preached about the
need for “seed faith,” which meant the more money
people sent him, the greater blessings God would grant
them in return.

Not since the Catholic church sold indulgences in
the Middle Ages has anyone come up with such a sa-
cred cash cow tied to a rotten doctrinal post.

While Tilton’s viewers sacrificed to make cash con-
tributions to his ministry in hopes of gaining greater
favor with God, he lived in the lap of luxury, receiving
the benefit of lavish houses and expensive cars owned
by his “ministry.” Not to mention his $400,000 annual
salary

That all came crashmg down after the “PrimeTime
Live” report.

Tilton has been engaged in years of litigation, both
as plaintiff and defendant. :

In February of this year, the U.S. Supreme Court
refused to hear Tilton’s charge that the ABC report had
portrayed him in a false light. A lower court judge had
thrown out his libel case, ruling that Tilton had not
proved the ABC report to be false.

But now he’s back on the air. And what’s most’
amazing is that he appears unrepentant for anything that

- happened in the past. His seriously flawed theology (if

EDITORIAL

indeed his motives are theologically based) has not
changed.

Tilton makes an interesting contrast to er Bakker,
another televangelist casualty. Bakker was sent to pris-
on for selling his “PTL partners” more time-share space
at Heritage USA than he actually could accommodate.
While he was in prison, his wife divorced him and Jer-
ry Falwell cannibalized his kingdom.

After hitting bottom, Bakker took time to reflect
upon the health-and-wealth theology he
preached and taught. He wisely came to
the conclusion that he had misled his fol-
lowers. “T Was Wrong” is the title of his
recent autobiography.

In prison, he studied every word of Jesus recorded
in the Bible. He concluded that the prosperity gospel is
“at best an aberration and at worst ‘another gospel’
contrary to the gospel of Jesus Christ.”

Here’s what Bakker says: “My previous philosophy
of life, out of which my attitudes and actions flowed,
was fundamentally flawed. God does not promise that
we will all be rich and prosperous, as I once preached.
When I really studied the Bible while in prison, it be-
came clear to me that not one man or woman—not even
prophets of God—Iled a life without pain. God does
promise that he will never leave us or forsake us, no
matter what trial or pain we must go through.”

He also says: “As the true impact of Jesus’ words
regarding money impacted my heart and mind, I be-
came physically nauseated. I was wrong. I was wrong!
Wrong in my lifestyle, certainly, but even more funda-
mentally, wrong in my understanding of the Bible’s true
message. Not only was I wrong, but I was teaching the
opposite of what Jesus had said.”

Bakker learned his lesson the hard way, but as a re-
sult presents a beautiful portrait of God’s redemptive
power. His confessional autobiography reminds us of
the importance of sélf-reflection and the strength of
humility.

As for learning about theology, who should Ameri-
cans trust more: the televangelist who unapologetical-
ly fought his way back on the air or the televangehst
who admits he was wrong?

— Mark Wingfield

70 and the 12). Jesus prophetically
predicted a catastrophic day of de-

Prophet, Meésiah, Lord

By Carey Newman

“I sometimes get qonfused Last
night the evening news contained a
report about how a group of biblical
scholars are using some ancient doc-
uments to paint a new picture of Jesus.
According to them, :
Jesus was nothing other
than a traveling philoso-
pher who offered catchy
one-liners about how to
live in the Greco-Roman
world.” My friend
looked at me and asked,

“How does this square through repentance
with the Gospels and tra- (from their revolutionary
ditional portraits of M ATTERS zeal) and faith (in the fact
Jesus?” that God was working

The first thing to be said in re-
sponse to some of the exaggerated
claims made by a minority of schol-
ars is that the Gospels still are the pri-
mary guide for understanding Jesus.

Other ancient documents to which

scholars sometimes appeal are either

" (a) dependent upon the Gospels (and

very poor imitations) or (b) hypothet-
ical reconstructions (and really do not
exist as a document, except in the
minds of these scholars).

The Gospels have stood the test of
time and of scrutiny. But what picture
of Jesus do they give us? A wander-
ing philosopher? A social quipster? A
revolutionary? A magician? No. The
Gospels tell us about a prophet.

Jesus prophetically announced that
the story of Israel—in-
deed, the story of the
world and every hu-
man—had reached the
climactic moment in his
ministry. Jesus prophet-
ically invited his listen-
ers to become followers

out his purposes through him). Jesus
prophetically welcomed those who
did respond by offering them forgive-
ness of their sins (on the basis of his
own authority and not through Tem-
ple sacrifice). -Jesus prophetically
challenged those who experienced
forgiveness to live as a renewed peo-
ple (to be pockets of true Israel within
Israel). Jesus prophetically summoned
some of his followers to be special
helpers and associates (particularly the

struction for those who refused to re-
pent and believe, and a day of vindi-
cation for those who did. :
But Jesus was more than just a
prophet; he lived and died as the Mes-
siah. Jesus was living out the intend-
ed destiny of Israel. Jesus finally
<lashed with those who were in pow-
er, not because their religion was an
outward religion and his of the heart
but because he was offering an alter-
native way to be Israel. Jesus was thus
crucified for both his politics and his
theology—politics because he pro-
moted a non-violent response to Rome
and theology because he was resolute-

" ly living out a vocational calling as

Messiah.

The Gospels also tell us that Jesus’
deeds and words were so provocative
that it earned him the accusation of
“blasphemer”—the claim of being
one with God. He was not only cruci-
fied for his prophetic boldness and his
messianic deeds; he was crucified for
his oneness with God.

I told my friend to sleep well and
to follow the Jesus of the Gospels, for
they are trustworthy accounts of who
Jesus was. Jesus was prophet, Messi-
ah and Lord.
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Magazine charts
Mormons’ growth

The Mormon church is a
$30 billion empire
whose tenets are less
suspect than in the past,
says Time magazine.

In this week’s cover
story, “Mormons, Inc.”
Time states that the
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints has
a gross income of $5.9
billion annually, and is
growing in America by
4.7 percent per year.
“In a country where
religious unanimity is
ever less important but
material achievement
remains the earthly
manifestation of virtue,
their creed may never
face rejection again,” it
says. Next year’s
Southern Baptist
Convention meeting will
be in the Mormon
Church’s headquarters
city, Salt Lake City.

CLASSIFIED ADS |

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education/outreach, First Baptist
Church, Mayfield. Send resumé to:
Pastor Bob Swift, 118 West South
Street, Mayfield, K'Y 42066.

FOR SALE: Baby grand piano,
$3,000. Call Greg Harry at Cecilia
Baptist Church, (502) 862-4228.

SEEKING: Meta Baptist Church
is presently in the process of search-
ing for a full-time minister of youth
and music. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, Meta Baptist Church,
8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville, KY
41501. ;

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music, 15 to 20 hours per week. Ex-
perience will be rewarded. Our church
has very talented accompanists. Ex-
perienced applicants send resumé to:
Personnel Music Minister Search,
Lynn Acres Baptist Church, 5007
Southside Dr., Louisville, K'Y 40214-
2298.

SEEKING: Bivocational minister
of music and/or youth. Send resumé
to: Personnel Committee, Trinity Bap-
tist Church, 3900 Lafayette Road,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240.

SEEKING: Growing church

‘seeks full-time worship leader. Forest

Park Baptist Church, Bowling Green,
KY 42101. (502) 843-3419; Fax:
(502) 843-3434.

SEEKING: Audubon Baptist
Church is currently seeking a part-
time minister of youth. The church
seeks a mature Christian who is com-
mitted to youth ministry. Anyone in-
terested should send a resumé to: Au-
dubon Baptist Church, 1046 Hess
Lane, Louisville, KY 40217, or call
the church office at (502) 635-6750.

SEEKING: Interim director of
missions to administer new paradigm
for missions in the fast-growing Shel-
by Association. Twenty hours per
week; creative, catalyst, communica-
tive. Send resumé to: Steve Boyd,
P.O. Box 56, Simpsonville, KY
40067; (502) 722-5246.

NEEDED: Mothers day out direc-
tor for two-days-per-week program at
Rockford Lane Baptist Church. If in-
terested, or for more information, con-
tact Ron Abrams, pastor, at (502) 447-
2591.

AVAILABLE: Experienced mod-

. erate leader, director of missions, min-

ister of education, etc. Salary of no
importance. Particular interest in as-
similating new members, discipleship
training/Lifeway materials, special
ministry projects used as outreach,
lead teams, etc. Bivocational; must be
within driving distance of Elizabeth-
town. Want to talk? Write: Available,
P.O. Box 7, Cecilia, KY 42724.

SEEKING: Wonderful opportuni-
ty for minister of music and youth at
a well-established Southern Baptist
church with a large family life center.
Qualified persons with experience
please send resumé to: P.O. Box 3705,
Highway 266, Corydon, KY 42406.

SEEKING: Louisville church
seeks full-time children/preschool
minister. Experience required; gener-
ous salary and benefits. Send resumé
to: P.O. Box 1066, Louisville, KY
40222-1066. '

SEEKING: Nicholasville Baptist
Church is searching for a full-time
minister of youth. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Nicholasville
Baptist Church, 131 South Main St.,
Nicholasville, K'Y 40356.

SEEKING: Part-time music direc-
tor to lead choir and congregational
music, Blackjack Baptist Church.
Small salary. Send resumé to: Person-
nel Committee, P.O. Box 555, Frank-
lin, KY 42135.

SEEKING: Middle Creek Baptist
Church in Hodgenville, Ky., is seek-
ing a full-time pastor. Please send re-
sumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
3595 Carters Bro. Road, Hodgenville,
KY 42748.

FOR SALE: 20 adult choir robes,
royal blue, good condition. Call (502)
695-4608 or 695-3771.

EMPLOYMENT: Assemble
products and crafts at home. Good
weekly income. Free information
package; call (800) 583-5019, ext.
265.

SEEKING: FBC, Troy, Mo., lo-
cated in rapidly growing Lincoln Co.,
is seeking minister of youth and edu- -
cation. Send resumé to: First Baptist
Church, 800 Cap Au Gris, Troy, MO
63379. Attn: Youth/Ed. Search Com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Preschool teachers.
Fern Creek Baptist Child Develop-
ment Center is currently looking for
preschool and parents day out teach-
ers for the 1997-98 school year. Hours
are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for
preschool and TT, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
for parents day out. We offer compet-
itive wages, a friendly environment
and other benefits. Please contact
Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Barnes at
(502) 239-0316.

FOR SALE: Tool for ministry.
Bivocational pastors using Fas-Break
windshield repair. Full- and part-time
available. (888) 250-2321.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Mt. Sterling, Ky., is seeking a full-
time minister of youth/music. Appli-
cants should send resumé to: Search
Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 324, Mt. Sterling, K'Y 40353.

Patience Fort

Conference on Cults
Monday, August 25, 1997 ® 7:00-9:15 p.m. (£071)
Georgetown Baptist Church, 207 South Hamilton St., Georgetown

Tuesday, August 26, 1997 e 7:00-9:15 p.m. (£p7)
Cedar Creek Baptist Church, 7709 Bardstown Rd., Louisville

'Witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses  Witnessing to the Occult/Satanism

Witnessing to the New Age Movement Witnessing to Mormons

Acteen Leaders Note: This is a StudiAct requirement
Sponsored by the KBC Office for Evangelism ¢ Bill Jaggers, Director

a

Joe Kreisle

Don Metcalf

Jack Oliver

Mark Terry

Partially Funded by:

ELIZA BROADUS

STATE MISSIONS
OFFERING

/wmfzf

YOUR GIVING
MAKES THE
DIFFERENCE
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Ministry Iookmg for a few hundred thousand good men

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Tears
form in Dale Schlafer’s eyes when
he thinks about the possibility of
hundreds of thousands of Christian
men gathered on the National Mall.

“My heart has been for revival of
the church,” said Schlafer, a Pres-
byterian pastor-turned-event orga-
nizer. “The church is sick. We need
God to change us.’

Schlafer is vice president of
Promise Keepers’ “Stand in the
Gap: A Sacred Assembly of Men,”
an event planned by the evangelical
men’s ministry for Qct. 4 in Wash-
ington.

The six-hour afternoon session
will feature a profusion of prayers

in which the men gathered will seek

forgiveness for the wrongs they’ve
committed against other people and
God.

Schlafer explained the church’s
“sickness” to men gathered at a re-
cent Promise Keepers’ regional con-
ference in Washington.

“Four thousand churches close
their doors and die every year,” he
said.

The United States—better known
for sending Christian missionaries
abroad—today is the “number two
missionary-receiving country in the
world,” he added.

McCartney, addressing the stadium
crowd via a Stand in the Gap pro-
motional video, said: “The time has
come to tell the truth about our fail-
ures and once again offer ourselves
to God.”

The upcoming “sacred assem-
bly” in Washington promises to

_draw a cross-section of the evangel-

ical men’s movement—from mem-
bers of the Christian Motorcyclists
Association to Native Americans

setting up teepees on the stretch of

lawn between the U.S. Capitol and

Promise Keepers’ bottom line. (RNS Photo)

the Lincoln Memorial. Atheists have
vowed to protest from the sidelines.

But Stand in the Gap also pre-
sents some financial challenges for
Promise Keepers at a time when the
organization is coping with a drop
in attendance at some of its 19 re-
gional conferences.

As Schlafer sees it, the Denver-
based organization has close to a
$30-million shortfall, when the $10
million budget for Stand in the Gap
is included. Promise Keepers has
raised about $3.7 million for the as-

“sembly.
Promise Keepers founder Bill =

“People think we’re a money ma-._
‘chine,” said Schlafer. “We really
aren’t. ... We live by revenue from
the conferences.”

Promise Keepers officials have
consistently declined to estimate the
number of men they expect to attend
Stand in the Gap, but a registration
kit for the event estimates that be-
tween 500,000 and 1 million will be
there. ;

Attendance at Stand in the Gap
will be free, but Promise Keepers
charges $60 to attend a regional con-

" ference.

Barna: Most teens identify with
cultural, non-biblical Christianity

Continued from page 1
Christianity,” he wrote.

Two-thirds of teens believe in the
God described in the Bible, but one-
third believe in another notion of
God, Barna wrote. Among the re-
sponses:

B 11 percent said God is a “state
of higher consciousness.”

I 9 percent called God the “total
realization of all personal, human
potential.”

§ 7 percent said there are many
gods, each with its own power and
authority.

Barna noted that while most teens
refer to themselves as Christians,
only 32 percent answered questions
about their faith in ways that indi-
cate they’ve had a “born-again” ex-
perience.

“Also, it appears that age 15 is a
major time of questioning prior as-
sumptions about core faith ele-
ments,” Barna wrote.

Even those who commit to Christ
earlier re-evaluate that commitment

at age 15, he wrote. “It is one of the
last major windows of opportunity
we have to influence people with the
good news about Christ.”

Jewell Nelson, an associate in the
KBC Sunday school department,
said to achieve better educated and
committed teens, parents and
churches should start early.

“We don’t need to start with
youth. We need to start with pre-
school,” she said. “Good age-appro-
priate Bible teaching in the pre-
school and children’s ministries
builds a strong spiritual foundation
for youth.”

Children ages nine through 12
are especially open to biblical an-
swers to spiritual questions, she said.
“These are the ages when concrete
thinking lessens and reasoning in-
creases. ‘ :

“If good teaching begins here,
teen years are more secure, though
questioning and re-evaluating can be
a significant part of faith develop-
ment and growth.”

C TALK Plans by many to go to Washington have hurt stadium rallies atténdance, and

The drop in conference atten-
dance—down by more than a third,
as of a couple of weeks ago—has
prompted some cost-cutting mea-

sures, said Steve Chavis, Promise

Keepers’ national spokesman. He
expects the ministry’s spending pro-
jections of $117 million for this year
will be reduced by about $30 mil-
lion.

Schlafer said a survey of Prom-
ise Keepers’ constituents indicate 47
percent of those who chose not to
attend a conference this year plan to
go to Stand in the Gap instead.

Mel Brown, project manager for
Stand in the Gap, said it is incorrect
to think white men are calling black
men to the Mall or vice versa.

“It’s God calling,” he said.

Brown, an African-American,
said he feels no pressure to meet
Promise Keepers’ goal of 300,000
people of color at the event.

However, he admitted he would
be disappointed if African-Ameri-
cans—a great number of whom live
in the Washington region—do not
show up in substantial numbers.

In addition to their hopes for a

use of federal funds.

by the church.”

confess its wrongs in the case.

NATIONAL NOTES

B AMA backs late-term abortion ban. The
nation’s most powerful organization of
physicians has come out in favor of a federal
ban outlawing a specific late-term abortion
procedure that has galvanized the abortion
debate this year. The American Medical
Association’s 475-member House of Delegates
voted o support a decision by its national
board to back congressional efforts to ban
what opponents of the procedure call “partial-
birth” abortion. The AMA represents 292,000
doctors, about 40 percent of U.S. physicians.

B Human cloning ban closer. The House
Science Committee approved legislation to
permanently ban the use of federal funds

for research on human-embryo or human
cloning. The measure would make permanent
President Clinton’s recent executive ban on such

B Episcopalians apologize to homosexuals. The
Episcopal Church apologized publicly to gays and
lesbians for their past treatment by the church
and approved a three-year theological study of
same-sex unions. During the 2.4 million-member
church’s 10-day triennial General Convention,
delegates approved an apology to gays and
lesbians “for years of rejection and malireatment

M Huge fine levied in priest’s abuse case. The
Roman Catholic Diocese of Dallas was ordered to
pay $119.6 million in damages for covering up for
an ex-priest accused of sexually molesting altar
boys. The verdict is reportedly the largest cash
penalty ever in a priest molestation case. A state
District Court jury also urged the church to

Mission statement

wide array of U.S. Christians, Prom-
ise Keepers officials have invited

“representatives from 187 countries
_ to attend Stand.in the Gap in keep-
‘ing with their recent focus on ex-

panding their movement interna-
tionally.

While the event is designed for
men, there are plans to broadcast the
assembly via satellite and cable
hookups to interested churches
across the country so women, chil-
dren and men unable to attend can
still see it.

“This sacred assembly could
have not just an impact on the men
but could ... impact the church of
Jesus Christ,” predicted Schlafer.

museums.
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M Judge approves New Era agreement. A
bankruptcy judge has approved two
agreements that will return about $61 million
to charities and non-profit groups that were
victims of the collapse of the Foundation for
New Era Philanthropy. U.S. Bankruptcy Court
Judge Bruce Fox approved agreements that
will partially reimburse 150 groups who
invested in a New Era double-your-money
scheme that turned out to be fraudulent. The
groups losing money ranged from small
Christian colleges to major metropolitan




KENTUCKY

HARD WORK This was the
third summer for Kentucky
Changers missions
projects. W Above left:
Students rehab the side of
a home. M Above right: a
teenager carries scaffolding
bars. B Right: Volunteers

place a new roof ona

home. (Photos by Katny
* Bentley and Ray Acree)

lKentucky changers mvade Frankfort & Plke County

“Luke: Timely
Answers for Life’s
Key Questions”

featuring

Dr. Frank Pollard

Former president of Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary

Thursday & Friday e Aug. 7T&38

For registration information, call (502) 789-5227

e
Ilmull

Canlp llsw_ll;

UNIVERSITY

Campbellsville University presents |

FRANKFORT & PIKE COUN-
TY—Kentucky Changer volunteers
recently completed 24 construction
jobs during two weeks of missions,
worship and fellowship.

About 100 teenagers worked on
seven projects in Frankfort June 28-
July 5, according to Ken Forman, di-
rector of missions for Franklin Bap-
tist Association.

Projects included roof replace-

- ment, porch repair, construction of

wheelchair ramps and painting

“Local leadership are realizing that
we as Baptists, and youth who care,
are willing to put our lives on the line,”
Forman said. “They were quite im-
pressed that youth would be willing
to pay $140 to come work.”

In Pike County, 256 youth and
adult supervisors completed 17 work
projects July 19-26, said construction
coordinator Harold Moore:

This is the third year for Kentucky
Changers, and participation was great-
er than the two past summers, said

John Lott, associate director of Ken-
tucky Baptist Brotherhood.

Kentucky Changers was patterned
after the Southern Baptist Brother-
hood Commission’s World Changers
program and was designed to be an

_ alternative for those who couldn’t af-

ford to travel abroad, Lott said. Ken- -
tucky Changers is a program of Ken-
tucky Brotherhood.

Spiritual growth is emphasized as
much as the construction projects.
Youth have a morning prayer time,
lunch time devotion and an evening
worship service, Moore said.

Volunteers at Pike County got a
surprise. Kentucky Gov. Paul Patton
visited an evening assembly to wel-
come them to Pike County and to
share his testimony, Moore said.

Forman said the impact of Ken-
tucky Changers extends beyond just
the houses that were rehabilitated.
“We’re still going to see the benefit
and the impact of this as time goes

\on 2
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20’ to 30’ Buses by Champlon

Motor Coach, inc.

'CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

v * 12 to 35 adult capacity
 Used buses for sale-We buy used buses
 Guaranteed buy-back program

’ CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

1722 General George Patton Dr.
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Crusader: 15 pas.;enger (No CDL license required)
- (13 with Rear Storage Compartment)
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KENTUCKY

Keepsake Cookbooks

AIlanGI'S ary C 0012]30 OlZS

J;OI' YOlll' Church .

* Celebrate 10, 25, 50, 75, 100, 125 years or more

%  Recognize the history of your church

* 0ld pictures of founders, ministers & first buildings
* Milestones of events through the years

% Quotes from members

Recipes and
?{ef[ectzons

* Preserve recipes of members

SUPPORT YOUR
CHURCH AND
CHURCH WORKS
WITH
COOKBOOK SALES!

One Hundred Years of Memories
1897-1997
First Baptist Church

» Purchase equipment for church
* Purchase study material for church
» Purchase song books, choir robes, etc.
« Support missionaries, youth act1v1t1es &
churel-works in the gégg;mumty

e
e

Il today for free iry’ormation kit and samples

1-800-426-9827

KEEPSAKE COOKBOOKS FUNDCO PRlNTERS
407 Arendall Street - Adamsville, TN 38310

Baptist convention to host
Kentucky State Fair exhibit

LOUISVILLE—Kentucky Bap-
tists are taking Noah’s Ark to the Ken-
tucky State Fair this month.

An exhibit sponsored by the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention will feature
a stylized replica of the world’s best-
known boat in honor of the victims of
the 1997 floods and the disaster relief
volunteers who helped them. The ex-
hibit theme will be “Today is Yester-
day’s Promise,” said Monty Carter,
KBC communications director.

During the February and March

floods, Kentucky Baptist disaster re-
lief units served more than 163,000
meals through relief stations across the
state.

The KBC exhibit will be located
in the East Exhibit Hall.

Exhibit features include photos of
disaster relief efforts, rainbow face
painting for children, free rainbow sun
visors for children, free puzzle and
cartoon handouts for children and a
drawing for a Louisville Stoneware
Noah’s Ark item.

Churches say vacation Bible
school participation increased

Continued from page 1

emphasis in the material,” he said.
“There seemed to be more opportuni-
ties to sow the word of God.

“Our teachers had a lot of fun with
it, too. They had individual class cook-
outs, where they took kids out to roast
wieners, and one had a hay ride.”

First Baptist included a hands-on
missions emphasis during the week,
with children bringing pennies and
other coins to fill a large urn. The ef-
fort generated $192 for Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children.

_ Oakland Avenue Baptist Church in

. Ashland used a different approach.
! Instead of counting its coin offerings

for a class competition, it weighed
them. The tally of nearly $1,000 was
sent to a Southern Baptist missionary
couple from Ashland now serving in
Uganda.

Phil Duncan, minister of music,

education and youth, said the record

offering typified VBS excitement.
Enrollment and attendance were up
nearly 10 percent and about 350

Church Health

For a conference brochure and regiétration information, contact the
Church Growth Division at P.O. 43433, Louisville, Kentucky or 502-2_45-4101

Summit ‘97

Cultivating Church Growth
Training and Educating

Church Leaders

Celebrating a Healthy Church

October 10-11, 1997
First Baptist Church,

Bowling Green

turned out for closing-night ceremo-
nies.

Ashland Avenue used a unique
schedule, extending from 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. Duncan said teachers asked for
the longer session three years ago to
allow more time for Bible teaching.

Besides attracting plenty of volun-
teer help, people already are asking
about next year’s theme, he said.

Minister of Education Sue Huston
saw similar enthusiasm at First Bap-
tist Church of Paris. The church rein-
stated its kick-off parade, invited an
African-American congregation to

__-participate and sponsored a free, mid-

" week spaghetti supper and open
house.

_ It proved so exciting that one boy
who is a star baseball player in Bour-
bon County skipped a game to attend

VBS, Huston said. Three children |

made professions of faith during the
week, and four more have since then.

“I think the curriculum has been
really good the last couple years,” she
added. “We liked (last year’s) Olym-
pic theme, but we’re not glued to a
particular one.”

West Broadway Baptist Church in
Louisville used a daily Western-theme
newsletter to keep participants abreast
of activities. Director Cathy Matting-
ly said that was well received, as well
as a kickoff “pony party” with free
rides. The week concluded with the

“Wild West” musical, which will be

repeated in the fall after children’s
choir resumes, she said.

In Middletown, contemporary
Christian music and the cowboy
theme made Lakewood Baptist
Church’s VBS the best ever, said Pas-
tor Lee Warf.

“We hope to see more of this kind
of material,” he said. “With the dif-
ferent corrals, people seemed to form
relationships and bond more. The
worship got kids fired up. The songs
were good.”

Even in the inner city, the Wild
West was a major attraction.

Southside Baptist Church of Cov-
ington obtained two horses for its
week-ending carnival, allowing chil-
dren to take rides around the parking

_ lot while organizers dished out meals

from a wagon.

“Our inner city kids who were nev-
er exposed to horses or anything like
that loved it,” said Pastor Harold Pike.
“The kids and each teacher took a ride;
we took pictures and made a big deal
out of it.”

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

M R.T. Kendall of
Westminster Chapel in
London will be the
featured speaker for an
evangelism rally in
Greenup Baptist
Association Aug. 14.
Kendall will speak at 2
p.m. and 7 p.m. at
Oakland Avenue Baptist
Church in Catlettsburg.

M Georgetown College
recently added three new
staff members. Jake
Bell, former principal in
Lexington and former
supervisor of basketball
officials for the NAIA
Mid-South Conference,
was hired as athletics
director. Mike Calhoun is
the new director of
leadership development,
responsible for
fundraising for athletics
and leadership
programs. Clair Hunter,
former basketball coach
and athletics director at
Midway College, was
hired as assistant
athletics director.
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SHOW AND TELL Larry
Morris (holding football)
and Brice Butler work with
players attending a clinic
on American-style football
held in France. International
Mission Board missionary
Rod Boatwright has been
coaching football teams in
the city of Nancy in
northeastern France as a
way to build relationships
and share the gospel. (BP
photo by Mike Creswell)
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Football missions team teaches sacking & salvation

By Mike Creswell
SBC International Mission Board

VITTEL, France (BP)—When

.Scott Case picked up a football, 38

French football players watched
closely to see what he did with it.
After all, Case played for the Dal-
las Cowboys in the Super Bowl two
years ago—the man knows football.
But during a five-day football
clinic in the scenic northeastern
French city of Vittel, the brawny
players saw another side of Case—
a Southern Baptist who takes his
Christian faith as seriously as foot-
ball. And by the time the last whis-
tle blew at week’s end, seven of the
French players had committed their

lives to Christ.

“Many others were touched and
will probably make decisions later,”
said Rod Boatwright, a missionary
who’s starting a new church nearby
in the outskirts of a larger city, Nan-
cy.

Boatwright is one of three dozen
missionaries the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board has as-

signed to France. He has been.

coaching American-style football as
a platform for witnessing and con-
tacting many French people.

Case, who played 10 years as
starting strong safety for the Atlan-
ta Falcons before joining the Cow-
boys, was one of eight volunteers
leading the workshop.

By Steven Heilbronner
Religion News Service

GRAZ, Austria (RNS)—The ac-
tivities of evangelical Christian
groups and “cults” were on the
minds of traditional European Chris-
tians assembled last month to forge
a united front on religious issues in
the post-Cold War era.

“New religious movements,” as
they are called, are gaining steam
across Europe and are considered a
threat to established churches.

Germany’s recent decision to put
the Church of Scientology under
surveillance—claiming it is a busi-
ness and not a religion—is just one
example of how Europeans are grap-
pling with the growing appeal of
non-traditional groups, some of
which are led by messianic figures
or embrace doomsday scenarios.

“Sects are increasingly compet-
ing with Orthodoxy in Bulgaria,”
said Dimitrina Merdianowa, a pro-
fessor of religion at Sofia Universi-
ty. “The only way out of this trend
is the revitalization of the Orthodox
Church to address modern societal
concerns.”

Many of the religious leaders at-
tending the Second European Ecu-
menical Assembly linked Pentecos-
tals with such groups as Jehovah’s

Hard-hitting practice scrimmages’
with lots of coaching suggestions
filled the days; the volunteers used
evenings and off-hours for Christian
witnessing.

The French players listened close-
ly to every word: Clearly these Amer-
icans knew about football.

Volunteer Tom Pridemore, for ex-
ample, played eight years with the
Atlanta Falcons. These days he runs a
utility construction company in Cum-
ming, Ga. He still holds a record—the
longest interception return in Falcon
history, a 102-yard run-back of a ball
thrown by Joe Montana.

Larry Morris is a 13-year National
Football League veteran who played
with the Los Angeles Rams, Chicago
Bears and Atlanta Falcons. He played
for the winning team in the 1963 NFL
championship game, forerunner of
today’s Super Bowl—and was voted
most valuable player.

Case shared his testimony before
the group one evening, saying he
reached a point in his life where his
athletic ability could no longer serve
as a crutch. He told of kneeling on a
muddy dirt road in the rain and giv-
ing control of his life to Christ. The
husky players listened in attention as
Boatwright translated the story into
French.

Getting a Super Bowl ring was a
lifelong dream, Case told the men.
“But when you die, you can’t take it
with your. I-fy
the Super Bowl,” he said.

“The whole purpose of this is to see
people come to know the Lord,” said
volunteer coach Lee Kaltenbach, who
was captain of Clemson University’s
football team in the 1960s and
coached high school football for 25
years. One hulking player wept softly

Witnesses in a category they call
“Christian movements.” Further,
they distinguish those from “cults,”
which they consider far more insid-
ious and often having nothing to do
with true religion.

Most of the leaders at the assem-
bly also said they believe a positive
relationship is possible with non-tra-
ditional Christians as long as they

accept the Trinity—the orthodox

Christian belief that God is com-
prised of the Father, Son (Jesus) and
Holy Spirit.

“They don’t have to cross every
‘t’ and dot every ‘i,” but there is a
body of belief that we have to em-
brace,” said George Carey, the An-
glican Archbishop of Canterbury.

Still, many leaders are clearly
anxious about the rising appeal of
evangelicals in Europe and the di-
minishing power of the Roman
Catholic Church and mainline Prot-
estantism.

“The challenge of these new re-
ligious movements is (to strengthen)
our own renewal ... more than in the
past,” Carey said.

Merdianowa delivered a more
ominous warning, saying the grow-
ing appeal of evangelical groups and
“cults” could “shatter the (tradition-
al) churches themselves.”

While Carey noted the “Christian

av1ng Christis bigger than '

as Kaltenbach told him solutions to
life’s problems could be found in
Jesus Christ. It was the first time the
man had heard such a message.
“These French athletes had the
impression the NFL was surrounded
with drugs, steroids, etc. We did not
fit the image they had of us. Ultimate-
ly some became open and inquired
about the gospel,” Pridemore said.
Mike Darby, a former tight end for
Georgia Tech and now a banker, said
he was shocked when he pulled out
his Bible on a train and other passen-
gers sitting near him got up and

‘moved away. Darby, who speaks

some French, said, “They seem to
keep religion separate from the rest of
their life. Football and religion don’t
mix. Their family and religion don’t
mix.” :

Boatwright-said he was elated by
the football camp’s results and at-
tributed its success to prayer. His
wife, Donna, was featured in South-
ern Baptist Woman’s Missionary
Union publications as missionary of
the week in April. They received
about 500 letters from GAs, Act-
eens, WMU groups and churches.

“Iresponded to each one and asked
specifically for prayer for this camp. I
think this prayer support from those
little GA girls and others who wrote
to me was crucial in the camp bemg a
success,” she said.

-Boatwright’s-dream.is to; get four,
young men experlcnced in football to
serve as short-term missionaries in
France. “I could place them with dif-
ferent football teams in northern
France tomorrow,” he said. The ob-
ject, he said, would be to win people
to Christ and start new churches, us-
ing football as a way to get a hearing
for the gospel.

Evangelicals, cults gaining appeal in Europe

landscape of Europe has been criss-
crossed by missionaries for centu-
ries,” most European countries are
struggling with how they can pro-
tect their religious heritage and re-
main faithful to democratic free-
doms.

The growing appeal of evangelical
and non-traditional Christian groups
are an annoyance to traditional Euro-
pean religious leaders. But they are far
more concerned about what they con-
sider a more pernicious threat to their
churches—cults that celebrate indi-
vidualism, mysticism or are organized
around a single charismatic leader.

No event shocked and awakened
traditional European religious leaders
to the presence of such groups more
than the mass suicides in 1994 and
1995 of 69 followers of the Swiss
Order of the Solar Temple in Switzer-
land and Canada.

In Germany, the government has
opened an investigation into the ac-
tivities of the Church of Scientology,
claiming it is not a legitimate church

_but a cult bent on gaining power and

wealth.

“Freedom of religion is not a li-
cense for doing anything,” said Paul -
Zulehner, a theologian at Vienna Uni-
versity. ‘“That’s why the German par-
liament is investigating the Scientol-
ogists. They have every right to.”



Scientology
still sect, says
French official

PARIS (RNS)—A top French
government official says the Church
of Scientology will continue to be re-
garded as a sect, not a religion, despite
a court ruling that referred to the con-
troversial group as a religion.

Under French law, religions are
non-profit groups and broadly tax-
exempt, but sects are not.

On July 28, an appeals court ruled
that “the Church of Scientology can
rightfully claim to be a religion.” The
opinion was part of a judgment that
acquitted nine people and reduced
sentences for six others who had been
convicted of manslaughter and fraud.

Interior Minister Jean-Pierre Chev-
enement of the Socialist-led govern-
ment, however, said Wednesday he
was “the only one with the authority
to recognize religious associations”
and he would not recognize Scientol-
ogy as such, Reuters reported.

“We have never had the idea of
recognizing the Church of Scientolo-
gy as a religious association,” Chev-
enement said. The public prosecutor
in Lyon, where the trial of the Scien-
tologists took place, had appealed the
court ruling, accusing the judges of
exceeding their powers.

“Did the Lyon appeals court have
the power to define a religion?” Chev-
enement asked. “I don’t see the point.
Because that has no legal value, it has
no judicial consequences.”

Journeymen embark on 2-year
task to make eternal difference

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—Two years can seem like an
eternity, especially for young people recently graduated from
college. Often careers are begun, weddings are planned and
momentous decisions are made during this time.

For 82 young adults commissioned July 20 as the first
class of journeymen under the renamed Southern Baptist
International Mission Board, the next two years will be a time
when they seek to make a difference for eternity.

They come from colleges and universities across the
United States. Some have seminary degrees and some are
considering missionary service. Others are unsure of their
future. ;

They will work as English teachers, language students,
youth ministers, evangelists, church planters and in a variety
of other positions. But they all share a desire to serve God
and spread the gospel around the world.

All soon will be away from their natural environment and
making the transition to another culture. Many will serve in
unstable and newly opened areas. Tim Berry of Royal, Ark.,
decided to forego seminary to serve in Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina; he and five others will join six journeymen
already working in the nation.

Twenty-three journeymen will serve in the “Last Frontier,”
among people groups with little or no access to the gospel.

To prepare for their assignments, journeymen spend four
weeks at the IMB’s Missionary Learning Center in Rockville,
Va. They attend classes on spiritual formation and cross-
cultural ministry, while learning more about their specific
assignment and region. They develop a network of new
friends who can identify with their unique concerns.

Nearly 3,000 young adults have participated in the

~ journeyman program since its inception in 1965.

The addition of this class increases the number of

journeymen currently on the field to more than 200.

A great conference
By Robert Dunston

Our 1997 pastor/staff and fami-

ly conference was held July 21-23.

Everyone who attended received a

blessing from the speakers and

musicians and from the opportuni-

ty to fellowship with fellow minis-
ters.

Billy Compton, pastor of Sever-

- ns Valley Baptist Church

in Elizabethtown,

pel of Luke. His expositions
brought home the truth and power
of Jesus’ teachings for us today.
Sherry Clark, choral music and
speech/drama teacher at Walton-
Verona High School in Walton, did
a wonderful job of inspiring the
participants through music. Sherry
and her husband, Bill, both gradu-
ates of Cumberland College, used
instrumental and vocal

(W11 :{W\ 1] music to lift our hearts in
preached sermons de- FyITFH3 worship and to draw us
signed to encourage and together as a fellowship

of Christians.

challenge those in minis-
try and their families. His
words and genuine, car-
ing spirit refreshed all
participants. God used
Compton to minister to
his fellow ministers.
John Lepper, director

- We all need times
when our spirits can be
refreshed and recharged,
and our conference was
one of those times. The
conference brought old
friends together and

of Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s family ministry de-
partment, led several workshops
helping ministers and their families
understand their roles and cope with
the stress of ministry. His wife,
Connie, helped him lead partici-
pants to share their experiences in
ministry and family life and to dis-
cover ways to serve God better by
being what he created them to be.
Mike Robinson, assistant profes-
sor of philosophy at Cumberland
College, provided an excellent
overview of the 1998 mid-winter
Bible study, which focuses on
Jesus’ parables unique to the Gos-

helped people make new
friends. Families also enjoyed the
opportunity to be together away
from the typical stresses of daily
life.

Next year’s pastor/staff and fam-
ily conference is scheduled for July
20-22. As conference leaders are
confirmed, you will read about it in
this column. In the meantime, mark
these dates on your calendar and
join us for a time of renewal and
blessing.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 ;

'loved ones of those who do not plan properly.

Why Do People Fail
to Prepare a Will?

“My net worth is too small.”
“I'm too young to think about a will.”
“I can’t afford it.”

“I don’t want to think about dying.”

hese are just some of the reasons people give for failing to
draw up a will. However, failing to make estate plans may

cause unnecessary frustrations, delays and expense for the

Baptist Healthcare Foundation wants to help.
Throughout the year, Baptist Healthcare Foun-
dation offers informative, easy-to-under- /.
stand estate planning seminars across
Kentucky. Additionally, we make avail-
able helpful estate planning brochures
and other materials about the importance
of estate planning.

If you would like a copy of a free estate
planning brochure or information about
upcoming estate planning seminars in your area, please contact
Baptist Healthcare Foundation. Continue to help those people and
charities you love with proper estate planning. We will be happy to
provide requested information to you without cost or obligation.

To receive your free information, please contact:
Baptist Healthcare Foundation
4007 Kresge Way
Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 896-5035 or (800) 224-4745
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Surviving Ministry. Ron Sisk. Smyth
& Helwys Publishing Co., 1997. 180
pages. $14.95. e oo (Out of five)

If Ron Sisk could have picked the ti-
tle for this book, I doubt he would have
chosen this one. At first glance, the title
gives the impression Sisk seeks to coun-
sel ministers who are facing career-
threatening situations. Ministers in trou-
ble will benefit from his re-
flections on ministry, but
the book is aimed at a much
broader audience.

Using the case study
method, Sisk looks at the
ethical dimensions of the
private and public spheres
of ministerial life and prac-
tice. Six “critical issue areas
of ministry” are addressed:
vocation, spirituality, stew-
ardship, authority, shep--
herding and prophecy.
Though those topics have
been addressed by others, I
was constantly surprised
and challenged by the direc-
tion Sisk took. For example,
in the chapter on steward-
ship, the issue of money and
tithing is not addressed.

FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Midlane Park Baptist
Church in Louisville, and
Jim Holladay,
Clifton Baptist
Louisville. Holladay and
Hager welcome feedback
or suggestions for book
reviews. Contact them
via e-mail at: docholladay

gling to discern whether God is calling
them into vocational ministry; church
staff members who have grown stale;
deacons, church personnel committees
or others who have some role in work-
ing with ministerial staff; seminary stu-
dents; and, yes, ministers in trouble. Jim
Holladay

AFaith to Meet our Fears.
Charles Bugg. Peake Road,
1997. 80 pages. $10.95.
o000

After reading this collec-
tion of sermons, there is no
question Charles Bugg is a
skilled preacher.

Each sermon is intro-
duced by a brief Scripture
passage. Bugg moves
| _quickly to focus on the

As you read the sermons
you hear the voice of one
who is convinced of the
power of the biblical narra-
tive to address the real needs
of people today. The text is
not an afterthought but is the
central thought. In his use of
engaging personal illustra-

gastor of
hurch in

Rather, Sisk focusesonhow  @juno.com orjwhager@ tions you realize Bugg has
a minister balances the de- juno.com lived the sermon already.

mands of family and = Bugg preaches both to
church, the need for person- the person in the pew as well

al, physical and emotional well-being,
and the need to negotiate limits on the
amount of time spent doing the job of
ministry.

In the chapter on spirituality, Sisk ad-
dresses the thorny issues of discerning
and adjusting to appropriate public con-
straints on personal activities, as well as
how to deal with conflicts in matters' of
principle. In every chapter he does a
good job of weaving biblical material
with contemporary application.

I would recommend this book for a
wide variety of audiences: persons strug-

as to other preachers. Frequently, he
speaks directly to the preacher in him-
self, and thus to the preachers listening
in on his sermons. Each of Bugg’s mes-
sages is marked by simplicity. Yet, the

- messages hold profound truth which for

some reason has often escaped the read-
er. From forgiveness, to change, to di-
vorce, to perfection, to wonder, Bugg
addresses the human experience and the
need for faith. .

Charles Bugg is also a teacher. As an
appendix, Bugg includes a chapter titled

Scripture and its application. .

“Preaching that matters.” In the closing
pages, Bugg summarizes his approach to
preaching, defines biblical preaching and
shares his method of interpretation. In a
brief number of pages, Bugg presents
what is bound to be a whole semester of
a preaching class. Just like his sermons,
the preaching lecture is simple, but in
reality the lesson can take a lifetime to
implement. Wayne Hager

Baker Handbook of Single Adult
Ministry. Edited by Douglas
Fagerstrom. Baker Books. 1997. 360
pages. $22.99 e o g

This book is a collected work of 35
authors who belong to the Network of
Single Adult Leaders. As such, they are
well acquainted with the subject matter,
as well as the challenges, of single adult
ministry. The 45 articles are divided into
seven categories exploring the world of
single adult ministry. Subjects include
community service, retreats, prayer, dat-
ing, marriage, volunteers, etc. '

For the most part, the authors’ prac-
tical approaches feel more at home in up-
per-medium to large size churches. This
is not to say the articles do not spark
thought for any situation, but those in a
small church situation will almost always
need to make adjustments. One article,
thankfully, addresses single adult min-
istry in the small church.

As with any collected work, the arti-
cles are not of even quality. It is good to
witness the variety of perspectives in do-
ing the ministry, but at times you long
for the consistency of one author from
article to article.

The handbook is a good place to be-
gin as a resource for single adult minis-
try. As a reference book, it should refer
you to other resources for each of the
subject matters. As hard as it might+try,
no handbook can be the only source for
single adult ministry. Wayne Hager

How much does a person need?

“Dad, if you had as much mon-
ey as Bill Gates, would we live in a
bigger house?”

With that, my 13-year-old, Glen,
presented me the opportunity (a) to
bear witness to him of my steward-
ship convictions and (b) to test the
integrity of those convictions.

The Russian novelist
Tolstoy wrote a story ti-
tled “How Much Land
Does A Man Need?”

It was the story of a
simple peasant who had
lived on someone else’s
land until he heard an es-
tate was going to be di-
vided and sold to the -
peasants. Excited, he
went to extraordinary |
lengths to gain 20 acres -
for himself.

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

Barry Allen

or rest. Anxious to acquire as much
as possible he failed to measure the
time and distance.

As the sun began to set he real-
ized how far away he was from the
starting point. Fear gripped him.
Because of his greed, he might lose
it all. As fast as he could he ran, and
as the last beam of sun
disappeared he staggered
back to the starting point.
He had acquired an im-
mense tract of land, but
having overtaxed his
heart, he fell to the .
ground and died on the
spot.

The story ends with
the question of the title,
“How much land does a
man need?” In this case,
only a plot six feet long,
three feet wide and four

Soon he discovered
owning 20 acres was not as satisfy-
ing as he expected; he wanted more.
So he sold the 20 acres and pur-
chased 200 acres in another place.
The same pangs of dissatisfaction
set in. He discovered another oppor-
tunity where the chief of a region
would sell him all the land he could
walk around in one day with the
condition he had to return where he
started by sundown.

At sunrise he set out to encircle
all the land possible. With so much
at stake he did not stop to eat, drink

feet deep—enough to bury him.
Glen, the answer to your ques-
tion is, I hope not. Even though it
would be tempting, I have learned
seeking to satisfy my deepest hun-
gers with possessions does not

work.

Ecclesiastes 5:10-11
James 1:9-11

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

Imagine opening up your house
and family to friends and strangers
to tour, look in the closets and ask
lots of questions. The closest most
of us get to such an invasion is when
our house goes on the market. Not
a fun time. | .

Not so for Child Care Days. Ev-
ery year at Glen Dale and
Spring Meadows chil-
dren’s homes, the front,
back, closet, kitchen,
bathroom and even barn
doors are opened for ev-
eryone to walk through
and ask as many ques-
tions as they want. It is a
chance to meet our kids,
staff, dogs, ' goats and
anyone or anything else
that will stand still. If you
missed the open houses
at Glen Dale and Spring

Yall .confie, you hear?

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

We address the spiritual, emotional
and physical needs of our young
people and families. When children
leave our care, they have the oppor-
tunity to carry with them three vi-
tal, life-changing, irrevocable gifts:
salvation, education and positive
self-esteem. Exciting? If such
doesn’t move your heart,
well—as they say—we
won’t go there.

A wonderful advan-
tage in doing missions
through KBHC is that
you don’t have to go too
far to participate. Some
worthy mission trips take
-you out of state and out
of the country. With us,
you won’t have to get a
visa, (we don’t even take
Visa), get shots, suffer jet
lag or road numbness.

Meadows, just give us a
call, and we’ll set up a tour just for
you.

We want you to visit, get to
know us better and find ways to
become involved in our exciting
ministries.

Yes, exciting. There is nothing
more exciting than watching chil-
dren begin to love, forgive, trust,
have faith in God, build self-confi-
dence, make better grades, become
involved in new activities and

smile. Our programs are holistic. .

For details on the KBHC
facility nearest you, call (800) 456-
1386 and we’ll help arrange a tour
for -you, your church, mission
group, Sunday school class—what-
ever.

And, if you really want to, you
can even look in the closets.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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Is your church a
good employer?

By Don Spencer

One element of a church be-
ing a responsible employer is that
it properly structures its minis-

ter’s financial support. Churches
often look at
the total cost
of a “lump-
sum pack-
age” and ask
the minister
to “divide the
package up.”
Several prob-
lems exist
with this approach:

1 False perception. Members
get an inaccurate understanding

. of true compensation. Most min-
isters receiving “lump-sum” pay
packages are getting 25 percent
to 35 percent less real pay than
church members think.

U False expectation. It is un-
realistic for a church to assume
ministers can correctly structure
financial support.

0 Increased risk. Unless a fi-
nancial support plan includes ad-
equate life and disability insur-
ance, the minister, the minister’s
family and the church are running
a greater financial risk.

Rather than having a lump
sum package, a church should
structure the financial support
plan as a responsible employer.
This can be done in four steps:

M Set adequate amounts to
reimburse out-of-pocket ex-
penses incurred to “do the job.”
Ministry related expenses should
be reimbursed on an accountable
basis.

M Determine a policy about
protection coverages to be in-
cluded in the plan. Include:

I Adequate contributions to-

- ward retirement.

U A social security equivalent.
Ministers are self-employed for
Social Security purposes, but a
church can provide an amount
equal to the employer portion of
Social Security to help a minister
pay the higher self-employment
rate.

# Amounts to provide ade-
quate insurance.

H Set compensation appro-
priate for the church and com-
munity. Make sure this is suitable
for the minister’s experience and
training and for the congrega-
tion’s expectations. If the minis-
ter is full-time, make sure real
compensation (salary and hous-
ing) is adequate to meet basic
family needs.

M Total the amounts and re-
evaluate as needed. Does your
church structure its minister’s fi-
nancial support or provide a lump
sum amount? If you’ce not sure,
find out. Your KBC annuity de-
partment can provide tools to
help structure financial support.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s annuity department.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Attorney: Church lawsuits getting creative

By Lynne Jones
SBC North American Mission Board

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Law-
suits against churches are growing in
number and getting more creative,
according to an attorney, who said
churches should take preventive mea-
sures to protect themselves.

“Damage lawsuits against church-
es, with creative new tort causes of
action, have risen dramatically,” said
Randy Singer, an attomey from Nor-
folk, Va.

Cases of church discipline and
abuse were among those Singer re-
viewed during North American Mis-
sions Week conference last month at
Glorieta Baptist Conference Center.

“Disciplined church members may
retaliate with defamation suits, claim-
ing damage to their reputations,” Sing-

er said.

But churches should not be intim-
idated from properly implementing
church discipline as long as the con-
gregation has a fair process in place,
Singer said. “The process should be
supported by appropriate scriptural
references and should give the ac-
cused church member an opportunity
to be heard before an impartial fact-
finding person or committee.”

Singer added the process should be
discreet; communication about church
discipline should be straightforward;
and it should be done in a church set-
ting.

In matters of abuse, Singer said,
“Lawsuits against pastors and church-
es by abuse victims have dramatical-
ly increased in recent years,” he said.

To protect itself from liability, a
church should take necessary preven-

tative measures. “Perform reasonable
background investigations before hir-
ing staff members or child-care work-
ers and make sure youw're systematic
about it,” Singer said. “Obtain favor-
able references; require an interview,
including questions about any prior
criminal record; perform a criminal
background check; and develop a de-
tailed application.” Churches also
should keep an updated file of “‘ineli-
gible persons,” he said.

In addmon churches should devel—
op.a “two deep” method to prevent
one adult from being alone with chil-
dren, Singer said.

“Churches should also develop
policies to safeguard against counsel-
ing abuses, such as limits on time of
day and/or place of counseling and
installing windows on office doors,”
Singer said.

Plan has Ten commandments covered in schools

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

PAMPA, Texas (ABP)—A Texas
Baptist layman is working to get the
Ten Commandments into schools, one
student at a time. -

William Rasmussen wants to dis-

tribute book covers with the Ten Com-.

mandments printed on them.

“God has put on our hearts to help
our kids out,” said Rasmussen.
“We’re tired of the same problems in
the public schools that have been go-
ing on for quite a while. The best way

to establish moral values in our chil--

dren is to expose them to the Ten

- Commandments.”

Constitutional restrictions prevent
public schools from posting the com-
mandments, he acknowledged. But
that doesn’t mean students can’t dis-
play them on the covers of their books.

Lyndon Glaesman, Rasmussen’s
pastor, said the book covers could
multiply the number of times students
see the Decalogue.

If the commandments could be
posted, they’d appear, at most, one
time per room, Glaesman said. But
with book covers, “they could be car-
ried 25 to 30 times in the classrooms,”
he said.

“It’s a great idea. I beheve this is
in the mind of God.” ™« *~

Rasmussen said he hopes to get the
project going nationally and has talked
with several national contacts.

He’s been interviewed by Ameri-
can Family Radio and the USA Ra-
dio Network, he said. He’s also re-
ceived support from Concerned
Women of America and the Ameri-
can Family Association, he said.

Other national radio and television
programs have expressed interest, and

sample book covers have been pre-
sented to denominational leaders and
Christian musical artists, he added.
Rasmussen’s family has printed
2,000 prototype covers. Plans call for
local congregations to print the cov-
ers for their students, he said, unless a

sponsor underwrites mass publication.

Schools won’t be involved in pro-
duction and distribution, and covers
will be circulated and promoted sole-
ly by students. Consequently, the cov-
ers should be protected by the First
Amendment’s guarantee of freedom
of speech, said Brent Walker, general
counsel for the Baptist Joint Commit-
tee. “I don’t foresee any constitution-
al problems,” Walker said.

“Our schools are not religion-free
zones,” Rasmussen noted. “The book
covers would be presented in such a
way that the kids can either accept or
reject the idea.”

Noah’s Ark...
at the Kentucky State Fair?

“Today isYesterday’s Promise,” the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s booth theme, honors *97 flood victims
and disaster relief volunteers. Featured are an Ark
replica and special activities for children.

Register to win a Louisville Stoneware Noah’s Ark plate.

See you in Louisville!

Come visit your Kentucky Baptist exhibit in
the east wing at the State Fair Aug. 14-24!
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“Damage lawsuits
against churches,
with creative new
tort causes of
action, have risen

dramatically.”
Attorney Randy Singer

Constitutional
restrictions
prevent public
schools from
posting the Ten
Commandments,
but that doesn’t
mean students
can’t display them
on the covers of
their books.
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

B Kentucky
construction/evangelism
teams in Khimki,
Tikhvin, Oryol and
Udomlya, Russia, this
month.

~ M Russian interpreter
Olya Polyutova.

M Ministry to
internationals at
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in
Cambridge.

W Mark Bryant, as he
leads church planting
efforts in Maine.

M Iglesia Bautista Casa
de Oracion in Worcester,
Mass., as the Hispanic
church seeks to raise
$600,000 to purchase
land and build a
building. The 160-
member congregation
has met in rented

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CADIZ—South Union Church will
celebrate its centennial anniversary
Aug. 31. An all-day program is
planned. A time capsule will be bur-
ied during the afternoon service.

B LOUISVILLE—L ouisville Bap-
tist Deaf Church has moved from
Bethlehem Church to Deer Park
Church, 1733 Bardstown Rd. Sun-
day school is at 9:30 a.m., worship
10:45 and mid-week service at 6:30
p-m. Call (502) 459-3454v/tdd, for
more information. Tim Bender is
pastor.

B MADISONVILLE—First Church
called Kenneth Townsend as pastor
July 20. He previously was pastor at
Calvary Church in Greenwood, Ind.

Pastor reaches settlement with guilty plea

WILMINGTON, Del. (RNS)—
An African-American United Meth-
odist pastor in Delaware has plead-
ed guilty to disorderly conduct in ex-
change for the dropping of more se-
rious charges against him in a March
case of alleged police brutality.

Lawrence Livingston, pastor of
Ezion-Mount Carmel United Meth-
odist Church in Wilmington, was
charged last March with resisting a
police officer, aggravated menacing
and disregarding both a red light and
a stop sign. He claimed the arrest-
ing white officer beat him, maced
him and pulled his weapon during
the traffic stop. -

He will begin his new ministry
Sept. 1.

B MC DANIELS—Rough River
Church celebrated its 10th anniversa-
ry Aug. 3. George Tichenor is pas-
tor.

B MARION—Mexico Church will
celebrate its 75th anniversary Aug. 10.
Former pastor Mike Littrell will be
the guest speaker. The Victory Way
Quartet will perform following the
fellowship luncheon. For more infor-
mation, call (502) 965-4059. Rodney
Grroff is pastor.

B RICHMOND—Unity Church cel-
ebrated its 14th anniversary July 26.
B RUSSELL—Chris Johnson re-
signed as pastor at First Church to

Black Methodists for Church Re-
newal, a caucus in the United Meth-
odist Church, was among groups
that protested what they considered
excessive force by pohce in the in-
cident.

But Livingston decided to enter
a guilty plea of disorderly conduct
on July 18. He also was fined $100,
reported United Methodist News
Service.

“It was important to me not to
plead guilty to the four charges,”
Livingston said. “Disorderly con-
duct is a much lesser charge.”

He believes he has agreed to “a
good compromise” and said he now

facilities for 10 years.

become leadership development con-
sultant in the discipleship training de-
partment at the Southern Baptist Sun-
day School Board in Nashville. He
began his new ministry Aug. 1.
B WADDY—Pigeon Fork Church
called Cindy Nordan as music direc-
tor. Nordan began her new ministry
Aug. 3. Doris Riddle, receptionist/
administrative coordinator at Ken-
tucky WMU, resigned as music direc-
tor July 27. Riddle was honored with
a church-wide luncheon following the
worship service.
B WILLIAMSBURG—Pleasant Hill
Church will celebrate its annual home-
coming Aug. 17. Speakers will in-
clude Pastor Burley McFarland, Ja-
nus Jones and Larry Day. An all-day
event is planned.

Jellico Creek Church is now wor-
shipping in its newly remedeled sanc-
tuary. Jimmy McKiddy is pastor.

understands Delaware law better.
“Once an officer says you are un-

d e-mail capabmty—— .

_istobe placed' inevery Sisters of L
~ Notre Dame convent. »
A survey of the order’s 472 .

der arrest, a person has to comply msters in four'states showed few

even if he or she thinks his or her
life is in danger,” Livingston said.

Livingston’s supporters were dis-
appointed with the outcome of the
situation, but they said they hoped
he can move on with his four-year
ministry at the Wilmington church
and his life.

“I feel victorious because I know
God is not through with us yet,” said
Livingston. “We are not through
talking about police violence and
building solidarity in the communi-

ty.”

From the mail bag

From time to time I like to share letters we have
received from friends. I hope you will be inspired
and encouraged as we are.

This letter recently came from a 1938 Oneida-

graduate who lives in Ohio:
“I have read and re-read your May letter and
the accompanying newsletter, which stimulated
memories and events and the benefits I derived
from the Oneida Baptist Institute experience.
“While at OBI (during the school years of 1934
through 1938) I had no insight into what
was happening. In retrospect, I had no
awareness that I was learning the work
ethic and moral principals. I stayed on
campus the summers of 1935, 1936 and
1937 doing the many work projects
which the newsletter mentioned—in-
cluding two of us carrying milk from
the farm twice a day. I firmly endorse
your present day work program.”
These remarks were made in refer-
ence to a publication titled, “The work
program: A time-honored tradition.” It
told how students are taught the impor-
tance of work and learn dignity, pride

THISIS
8 ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

12 have daily chores to perform.

This letter came recently from a lady who came
with some other friends from Florida to do a week
of volunteer work:

“I had meant to get this to you last week but
just did not sit down and do it. Words could never
express how very much we enjoyed being at Onei-
da. I am convinced that the people at Oneida min-

. istered to us far more than we helped out.

“Ms. Eunice will never be the same. She would

when we spoke to the church about our
trip. Im fact none of us will ever be the
same. We love all of you and Oneida is
even closer to our hearts than before.

“We do pray that you will let us
come back again. When we were get-
ting ready to leave we said to Ms. Eu-
nice we were going home, she informed
us that she was home.”

Volunteers continue to provide
abundant blessings for us. Just 10 years
ago volunteers numbered only 50 to 75,
and came primarily from June through
August. This year the number will be

and skills.

True, during our early days the daily chores
performed by our students were a matter of ne-
cessity. We simply had to have their help raising
the gardens and doing other farm chores.

I cannot honestly say these chores are as criti-
cal today, but they are certainly needed. We still
raise all our pork and beef. Every year, fresh veg-
etables are raised in our gardens. But more im-
portantly, our students are taught the dignity of
work. There are taught to do the job assigned to
them, to do the job to the best of their ability and
to get along with others. From the gardens to the
dining hall, boys and girls from grades six through

nearly 700. The first group came in
March, and the last group is scheduled to come in -
October.

And this letter recently came in response to the
Barkley Moore Offering:

“I am sending a modest check for your BMO.
Although I only met Dr. Moore once and visited
the OBI campus a few times, I sensed the pres-
ence of the Lord there and was very impressed
with the great good that is done there in his name.
Dr. Moore was a powerful influence and yet a
humble man.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

have stayed. You should have heard her

At Clear Creek every student
completes a Christian service as-
signment each semester. These in-
clude staff positions and volunteer
work in churches or community
agencies. Each week, students sub-
mit a report to the assistant academ-
ic dean. The 1996-97 compilation
indicates the impact our students
have in the tri-state area.

Students made 3,126
visits with 2,199 of them
in the home. Visitation
also included nursing
homes, jails, hospitals
and bus ministry. Music
responsibilities provided
1,446 opportunities for
involvement. These
came as students led
singing 458 times, con-
ducted choir 156 times,
sang in choir 490 times,
provided special music
326 times and played the Bill Whittaker
piano 17 times.

Do our students get opportuni-
ties to preach and teach? During the
past academic year, they delivered
2,318 messages and taught 1,670
classes. Eight of the messages came
in a “street preaching” setting. A
specific witness of the gospel came
2,125 times with 940 pieces of lit-
erature distributed. Students saw
219 professions of faith, 90 bap-
tisms, 426 rededications and 66
transfers of church membership.
Students traveled 436,544 miles to

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Ministry preparation with practical emphasis

fulfill ministry assignments.

A student’s second year includes
an internship with closer guidance
from an experienced minister. Thir-
ty-two students were assigned men-
tors. A fall mentor’s workshop
brought these leaders to campus.

Churches in need of a pastor or
staff member contact our Christian
service office. This office mailed

241 resumes. Most of
these were in response to
the search for a pastor.
Within two months of
graduation, 87.5 percent
of our May graduates
were placed in a ministry
assignment; almost half
of those also entered
graduate study at a

‘Southern Baptist semi-

nary. One May graduate
was appointed a mission-
ary with the Southern
Baptist International
Mission Board.

Clear Creek exists to provide
educational preparation for adults
called of God into Christian service.
One way we fulfill this mission is
to provide a quality Bible-based
education with an emphasis on
practical Christian service. Yearly
assessment statistics demonstrate
Clear Creek students receive many
opportunities for practical service.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Church started growing with a sermon and tract

By Russell Dilday
Arkansas Baptist Newsjournal

HOPEWELL, Ark. (BP)—The
story of Hopewell Baptist Church’s
growth through evangelism is simple:
It began with a sermon and a tract.

The rural Arkansas congregation
has recorded 35 baptisms since June
1996 and 35 other people have joined
the church by letter.

Hopewell’s love for evangelism is
newly found. Pastor Sam Dunham
said it began “about a year ago with a
sermon on personal evangelism. I held
up the blue ‘Eternal Life’ tract and told
them, ‘If you have the love of Jesus in
your heart, you can use this tract to
win people to him.””

Dunham had grown to respect the
tract, produced by the Southern Bap-
tist Home Mission Board, when he
was a pastor in Arizona. He recalled
his friend, Nathan Pillow, evangelism

'mystery ‘when he arrived here .

‘ threeyears agotoministertolat-

~ ino poultry workers. Company

- managementheardhe'wasinbed
with the unions, and union mem-

_ bers didn’t know what to make

fa chansmatlc gray-hairedcler-
talked of h1gher wages

director for the Arizona Southern
Baptist Convention, had used the
piece with success.

“Nathan led an old Hispanic man
to the Lord and gave the man the
tract,” Dunham said during the ser-
mon. “A few days later, he saw
Nathan again and asked him for an-
other copy. He had worn it out. He had
led several people to the Lord and 11
followed him in baptism.”

Following that sermon, Dunham
said, several of the 30 church mem-
bers in attendance asked for copies of
the “Eternal Life” tract. He gave them
all the church had in stock. They asked
for more. The church had to reorder.
In the past year, members have hand-
ed out more than 1,600 copies.

“It was our newest Christians” who
got most involved, the pastor ex-
plained, “still walking in their first
love.”

Dunham, encouraged by mem-

bers’ eagerness to witness, started a
“lay evangelism school” with 10
members. “I wanted to give them a
doctrinal basis. We started with South-
ern Baptists’ Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage statement of beliefs.

“You can teach people to win
souls, but without a doctrinal base,
they fizzle out.” Eighteen members
now have been through the training.

Pastor Dunham has remained fo-
cused on involving others in the
church’s growth. Greeting people at
the front door of the church prior to a
recent Sunday service, he told a visi-
tor, “We need you and we’ve got a
job for you in there.”

Increased outreach has resulted in
increased numbers and an increased
need for space. The congregation has
begun preparing an area for a multi-
purpose center for classes and youth
ministry.

In outreach efforts for youth,

Wednesday night activities regularly
draw as many as 100 “Bridge Cross-
ers,” as youth are called. The adults
provide “Bridge Builders” leadership.

Youth director Richard Brisco said
Bridge Builders emphasize “‘sincerity
and dependability—and trying to get
the kids to Jesus Christ.”

“There have been a lot of defeats”
during witnessing efforts, acknowl-
edged member Kent Decker, who also
works with youth. “But there have
been a lot of victories, too.”

He described witnessing to a boy
who had come one Wednesday night
to pick up his sister from church. “He
was sitting on the back pew and we
witnessed to him. I asked him what
would happen if he drove off from the
church and was killed in a car wreck.

“He said, ‘I"d go straight to hell,””
Decker said. “The next Sunday he
gave it all up to the Lord. It was one
of the greatest things I’ ve ever seen.”

It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No, it’s a flying nun

By Pamela Long
Religion News Service

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (RNS)—
Dark figures threaten her from behind
desert rocks. Blam, blam. She shoots,
and bullets ricochet over the goons’
heads as they flee.

- Corrupt bureaucrats have engi-
fieéred 'the*death of her Teadér. She
draws her sword—whoosh—and a
severed head rolls on the tile floor.

Hired gunmen hold a friend of hers
hostage until—hayyyiiiiah—her fly-
ing kick scatters the mobsters like
bowling pins.

Whenever Areala encounters an
enemy or is threatened by sinister
forces, she whips out a gun—or her
rosary. She’s the Warrior Nun, a com-
ic book heroine her creator says is
based on a group of New York City
nuns who learned martial arts to de-
fend themselves against violence.

The Warrior Nun series bristles
with violence and sexual imagery.
Creator Ben Dunn said the comics are
designed to illustrate a “strong wom-
an passionate about her faith.”

But some Catholics find the imag-
ery offensive and an insult to the men
and women who have devoted their
lives to serving the church.

The collection is produced by
Dunn’s Antarctic Press, and it com-
petes in a growing comic book indus-
try that has moved away from Donald
Duck and the Archies. Today’s com-
ics are violent, often sadistic and sex-
ually explicit, and bear names such as
Vampirella and Spawn.

Part of this trend toward violent
comic books includes a subgenre in
which artists thrust religious figures
and symbols into settings rife with
criminals and demonic forces—and
sometimes they’re in league with the
bad guys.

Preacher, for example, is a series
about Jesse Custer, a small-town pas-
tor possessed by an entity called Gen-
esis, the offspring of an angel and a
demon. Preacher’s job is to find and
confront God, who has renounced his
sovereignty and left the helm of cre-
ation. Preacher is clearly an evil char-
acter.

But the Warrior Nun, .said Dunn,
was created as an antidote to negative
religious comic characters.

“I’m trying to portray a world in
which nuns have had to become sol-
diers in defense of their faith,” said
Dunn in an interview from his San
Antonio, Texas, studio. The books
and their related action figures are for
sale in specialty stores.

The concept of a pistol-packing
nun may at first seem humorous and
perhaps even awe-inspiring—a strong
woman willing to fight for her faith.
But some Catholics are disturbed by
Dunn’s imagery.

Some of Dunn’s nuns sport tradi-
tional religious garb: floor-sweeping
black or white gowns with matching
veils.

But there’s also a considerable
amount-of body-hugging leather, and
the skirts are frequently split up to the

waist, revealing leather boots and red -

underwear.

“Well, it’s certainly not what nuns
in my experience have worn. It’s taste-
less,” said Sister Mary Louise Yeend,
a Daughter of Charity and head of

‘Following that
sermon, several
church members
asked for copies of
the “Eternal Life”
tract. In the past
year, members
have handed out
more than 1,600
copies.

AND CHRIST.
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pastoral care at a Mobile, Ala., hospi-
tal. “It’s part of what’s called ‘adult
entertainment,” but I question the
character of an adult that would seek
this out.”

Sister Yeend said she’s disturbed'
by the look of hatred on the faces of
characters. “It’s a determined look, but
there’s a lot of anger there.”

Kathleen Riley, a religion teacher
at a Mobile Catholic high school, said
she’s concerned about the image of
nuns projected by the comic series,
especially when fewer young women
are choosing religious vocations.

“When you think about women
like Mother Teresa that dedicate their
whole life to the church, and you see
this ... it’s sad for those women ... to
be portrayed that way,” said Riley.

Dunn, the Warrior Nun’s creator,
attended Catholic schools through
college and said he’s disappointed that
other Catholics find his work offen-
sive. His aim, he said, was to portray
the nuns he admired in school in a
positive light: “They are powerful and
beautiful, and dedicated to their cause,
just like anybody else in life.”

But Sister Yeend wonders about
the spiritual state of the man who cre-
ated the series: “We really have to
pray for this guy.” -

NUN TOD PLEASED The
Warrior Nun comic series
has drawn the raised
eyebrows of some
Catholics. (RNS photo)
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The Western Recorder has expanded its capacity to receive church newspages via modem on Monday mornings.
With six high-speed lines, in addition to access via the Internet or CompuServe,
that means your church has six more reasons to publish its weekly or monthly newsletter
in conjunction with the Recorder. E-mail us your newspage as late as Monday morning,
and we’ll print it Monday night and have it in the homes of your members as early as Wednesday.
All for less than the cost of sending a postcard

_ Put the church’s computer equipment to good use, while still saving money
through the Recorders church newspage plan. Doesn’t matter how far away from Louisville you live,
~ we’re as close as your computer and phone line.

~ Call (502) 244-6473 today for a personal consultation.
We re waiting to hear from you, because we don’t want you to be caught wartrng
on a less efficient means of communication.

- WESTERNREGORDER

Practical Resources for Christian Living
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