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,,of 'conversion' • 
therapy for gays 

WASHINGTON (RNS~ 
Toe American Psychological As­
sociation adopted a carefully 
crafted resolution this month' 
aimed at discouraging the use of 
so-called "reparative," or "con­
version,"Jherapies that seek to 
change gays and lesbians to het-
erosexuals. • 

But the AP A, while saying 
there is no scientific proof that 
such therapy works and that there 
is some potential for harm in its 
use, did not dismiss the technique· 
altogether. It said the therapy 
should be used only w,ith "in­
formed consent," requiring psy­
chologists to tell the client that 
being gay is not an illness and the 
risks and benefits of conversion 
therapy remain unknown. 

The resolution , was sharply 
criticized by Exodus Internation­
al, an "ex-gay" Christian minis­
try, and by the Family Research 
Council, a conservative advoca­
cy group. 

.Bpb Davies, North American 
director for the Seattle-based Ex­
odus International, called the res­
olution a."first step in the wrong 
direction." 

"Restricting the freedom of 
choice for gays seeking change 
is a very dangerous precedent,•~ 
Davies added. ''Qbvio~ly, gays 
and les~ians who seek change 
must btf self-motivated .. and not 

. coerced; but 'c~rcion' to remain ' 
, gay is equally,_unethical." t 
7 , The FamilyRe~earch Council ·' 
also criticized the AP A's call for 
therapists to read clients a state-_ 

+ · mentdeclaring tqat hon;ic;>seiuil,; 
- ,ity is not an_ illness and that the" 
~ be~e:fits. of rep~tive ~erapy re'" 
ik roam unknown . •• • . -" ? 

'. "For'cing th¢rapist~ ,to r~d 
any such s~ment to their clients 
represen~:gros~ interfe~~ce witg. 

1'/therapi,sts' free, speech rights; 
·" conscience and professional clfu­

_, :f cal judgment/' · said Rob~rt 
" J(rught, Famiiy-,Research CouiP. 

cil's director of cultural studies. 
.e~pists are going !9,have Jo 
to their clients and' patierits 
,ut wtiat it means to 'be gay." ,, 

, Buf J 'spo)ceswo~, fpr f~t ~ 
. ,, pie fof ,lhe Amencan. Way,Pa , 
l0washington-based liberal civil 
ffjights organization, welcomed 
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One size doesn't fit all for Bible study 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-An effective 
adult Bible study teacher must know 
not only who is in the class but what 
influences shape how each person 
thinks and learns, a teaching consult­
ant advised Kentucky Baptists. 

'Those you do not know, 
those you do not under­
stand, you will have 

·1· ~ . ··--

trouble reaching and . , 
teaching," said Bob --~ .,_ 
Metcalf, a consultant 
with the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School 
Board in Nashville. 

Metcalf was one of 
dozens of seminar leaders 
on hand for a Super Satur-
day leadership training confer-
ence held at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville Aug. 16. Simi­
lar conferences, sponsored by the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, already 
have been held in Erlanger, Paducah 
and Lexington; two final conferences 
are scheduled for Sept. 6 at Central 
Baptist Church in Corbin and Belle­
vue Baptist Church in Owensboro. 

Metcalf outlined three ways Bible 
study teachers should look at class 
members to gain a better understand­
ing of how to teach effectively: gen­
erational worldview, learning style 
and stage of spiritual development. 

Beyond this, be added, teachers 
must realize that not all needs will be 
met in the classroom. 

Metcalf urged teachers to reach out 
to their class members in ministry 
throughout the week and through 
building personal relationships that 
teach by example more than by word. 
"A lot of what we do in teaching has 
to be won in the hospital room, at the 
funeral home or by attending the child 
custody hearing," he explained. 

Both in the classroom and away 
from the church, teachers will be more 
successful if they understand the gen­
erational influences that shape their 
class members' views, Metcalf said. 
He referred extensively to a Sunday 
School Board product called "Vision, 
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SUPER SATURDAY ■ Top: Bill Patterson, pastor of First Baptist Church in Henderson, 
leads a seminar on preaching and worship resources during the Aug. 16 Super Saturday 
conference at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville. ■ Bottom: Participants in a 
Super Saturday conference discuss teaching concepts in a small group. 

Variety & Vitality," written by Louis 
Hanks. 

In this book, Hanks outlines com­
mon characteristics of four genera­
tional groups found in adult Bible 
study classes. _ 
■ PowerBuilders. Hanks identi­

fies those born between 1901 and 
1924 (96- to 73-year-olds) as the Pow­
erBuilder generation. If you're going 
to teach this group, you'd better have 
a King James Version of the Bible, 
you'd be wise to employ hymn-sing­
ing to reinforce theological truth and 
you're likely to succeed most often 
with a lecture-type presentation, he 
says. 

■ PeaceMakers. Hanks groups 
those born between 1926 and 1944 
(71- to 53-year-olds) as PeaceMakers. 
Members of this generation bring 
strong relational skills to the learning 
process, enjoy intergenerational Bible 
study and are open to discussing new 
ideas, he says. However, they prefer 
highly organized class structures and 
do well with discussion-and-debate 
teaching formats. 
■ Pathfinders. Hanks classifies 

the baby boomer generation, those 
born between 1945 and 1963 (52- to 
34-year-olds) as PathFinders. If 
you're going to teach this generation 
o See Leader: One size ... , page B 

Ellison to lead Kentucky Baptist Assemblies 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

James "Rusty" Ellison has been 
named the first president of 
Kentucky Baptist Assem- 1

' 

blies Inc., the newest agen­
cy of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

Ellison, 48, currently is 
pastor of Cedar Creek Bap­
tist Church in Louisville. 
He will begin his new re­
sponsibilities Oct. 1, but 
will continue to live in 
Louisville, where KBA 
will establish an office. Ellison 

Ellison was elected to 
the post unanimously Aug. 19 by 
KBA's board of directors. 

Effective Sept. 1, KBA will as­
sume ownership and management of 

two camps previously operated by the 
KBC Executive Board. Those camps 
are Cedarmore, located in Shelby 
County, and Jonathan Creek, located 

on Kentucky Lake in West 
Kentucky. 

"I feel- very strongly • 
that this is a God-given 
opportunity to bring a new 
day of glory to our assem­
blies," Ellison said. "I'm 
under no illusion that it's 
not going to be a huge task. 
But I honestly believe God 
is behind this." 

Ellison said one of his 
goals will be to raise Ce-
darmore to a "first-class 

standard." Cedarmore, the oldest of 
· the two camps, faces much greater 
need for capital improvements than 
Jonathan Creek. 

"It is hard for me to contain my 
excitement for what I believe can be 
out there," he explained. "I believe it 
is the desire of the overwhelming 
majority of Kentucky Baptists to see 
that succeed at a new level and be­
come a first-class camp place." 

However, Ellison said he does not 
intend to neglect Jonathan Creek ei­
ther. As a former resident and pastor 
in West Kentucky, he appreciates the 
unique contribution of Jonathan Creek 
to that region, he ~a.W- • 

Before assuming his current pas­
torate in Louisville, Ellison was pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of Benton 
in West Kentucky. He has lived in 
Paducah twice previously. 

Willis Henson, chairman of the 
KBA board and acting presi9ent of the 
agency, praised Ellison's background 
o See Ellison elected ... , page 3 
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"And now, if everyone would stand, mingle, shmooze 
and make nice for the feel good part of our service." 
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BAPTISTS 
Boyce professors under closer s.crutiny 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILL~loser scrutiny is 
being given to the beliefs of adjunct 
faculty teaching in Boyce Bible 
School, but that has not resulted in any 
teacher's contract not being renewed 
last spring or this fall, according to 
Danny Akin, vice president for aca­
demic administration at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Boyce Bible School is a division 
of Southern Seminary that provides 
theological training for individuals 
without undergraduate degrees. 

• Boyce students may work toward a 
diploma or associate's degree. 

Boyce's main campus in Louisville 
and its 26 extension centers around the 

_ na~on are staffed by adjunct faculty 
members, often current or retired pas­
tors of area churches. 

Akin affirmed in an Aug. 20 inter­
view that a more intentional effort is 
being made to ensure that Boyce fac­
ulty member~ affirm the same doctri­
nal and theological beliefs the semi­
nary's full-time faculty members are 
judged by. That includes signing the 
seminary's Abstract of Principles and 
the "Covenant Agreement" developed 
between seminary trustees and admin­
istration in 1991. 

Boyce faculty also are being asked 
to respond orally to five questions the 
seminary's trustees have outlined as 
criteria for full-time seminary facul­
ty. According to Akin's description, 
in those questions prospective faculty 
members are asked to affirm: 

I The "full truthfulness and iner­
rancy of the Bible." 

I That abortion is wrong except in 
cases where it is necessary to save the 
life of the mother. 

I That homosexuality is "a sin, but 
one people can be delivered from." 

I The "exclusivity of the gospel, 
that Jesus is the only Savior." 

I That "God calls men to the as­
signment of leadership in the home 
and the church, and therefore men are 
called to the office of senior pastor and 
women are restricted from that." 

These five questions serve as 
''guidelines" and "criteria" in hiring 
Boyce faculty, Akiri said, although he 
declined to say whether they are ap­
plied in the same all-or-nothing man­
ner in which full-time seminary fac-
ulty are selected. _ _ 

"We expect all our Boyce faculty 
to be able to affirm the Abstract, to 
affirm the Covenant and give affirma­
tion to the genetal theological convic­
tions our trustees have asked us to af­
firm and follow," Akin explained. 
"We try to implement that in a gra­
cious and reasonable manner." 

Akin admitted there has been some 
confusion due to the more intentional 
effort to make such inquiries about the 
beliefs of Boyce faculty. 

"There was some confusion about 
a couple of situations, but we have met 
and steps are being taken right now to 
ensure that we get off to a great start 
for the fall," Akin said. '.,'Every, single 
contract that has come over to -ID!! .this 
spring and fall, that has been submit­
ted from the dean of the Boyce 

School, I have signed." 
There has not been "a single pro­

spective teacher at Boyce who has 
been turned down," Akin said. 

"We're moving in a direction 
where we want to have even as our 
adjuncts people who agree with the 
direction of the seminary," he ex­
plained. "But we are trying to be gra­
cious." 

Bob Johnson, dean of the Boyce 
School, confirmed that confusion over 
the process resulted in rumors flying 
around the seminary community, in­
cluding rumors that he had been ou.st-
ed as dean. ., • 

''Those rumors neve.r were true," 
he said. "There was confusion about 
communication. That is true." 

Johnson indicated that some Boyce 
faculty members, when confronted 
with the five questions, thought they 
should exclude themselves from 
teaching because they could not in 
good conscience affirm all five points. 
That' resulted in contracts for at least 
two individuals not being presented to 
Akin for approval, Johnson said. 

However, once Akin was informed 
about those withdrawals and the spe­
cifics of each situation, he affirmed 
that he would have approved both of 
those individuals for Boyce assign­
ments this year, Johnson said. One of 
those adjunct professors has been re­
instated; the other has chosen not to 
be. _ 

=- '.!No one is outJN0-one,has.oeen 
turned -down by the, administrationf 
Johnson said. ''Two people ·eliminat­
ed themselves; one is back." 

Baptist student ministry marks 75 years 
By Chip Alford -
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)-In a small 
office overlooking the Mississippi 
River in Memphis, Tenn., something 
started 75 years ago that has resulted 
in hundreds of thousands of decisions 
for Christ, at least that many young 
people becoming involved in career 
or short-term missions projects and 
millions of dollars being raised for 
international and North American 
missions. 

That "something" was Southern 
Baptist work among college students, 
a ministry the late Frank Leavell 
launched with two desks, a typewrit­
er, a stenographer and a dream. 

The dream got a name two years 
later when Baptist college students 
agreed on the title "Baptist Student 
Union" for their on-campus organiza­
tions. What began as a presence on a 
dozen campuses in the South grew 
into a ministry that has touched all 50 
states and dozens of countries around 
the world. 

"I'm convinced student ministry is 
one of South.em Baptists' best-kept 
secrets," said Bill Henry, director of 
the Baptist Sunday School Board's 
national student ministry. He celebrat­
ed student work's diamond anniver­
sary Aug. 10-15 with students and 
leaders attending Student Week con­
ferences in Glorieta. N.M., and Lake 
Junaluska, N.C. 

"Most Southern Baptists don't re­
alize they have the largest collegiate 

ministry in the nation," Henry said, 
adding the program is bigger than 
Campus Crusade, Navigators and In­
terVarsity combined. Last year alone, 
more than 237,000 students on 1,000 
campuses were reached through BSU 
ministries. 

"But it's not the size of our minis­
try that excites me," Henry said. "I'm 
proud of the difference that is being 
made in the lives of college students. 
This is an incredibly important invest­
ment for Southern Baptists." 

Henry said Southern Baptist Con­
vention student work in 1996 result­
ed in 5,500 professions of faith. In ad­
dition, students gave $3.2 million to 
support missions, sent out 27,000 stu­
dent missionaries and helped start 362 
new churches or missions. 

While that is good news, much 
work remains to be done, Henry said. 
He cited these statistics to illustrate: 

I Of the 600.000-plus Baptist stu­
dents on college campuses, only a 
third were being reached by SBC stu­
dent ministry programs in 1996. 

I The U.S. student population as a 
whole topped 14 million in 1996 and 
is expected to jump to 16.6 million by 
2005, an 18-percent increase. 

Making a significant impact on 
campus in the new millennium, Hen­
ry said, will require "a radical new 
approach that captures the imagina­
tion and commitment of students." 

Toward that end, Henry has an­
nounced a new initiative called 
CrossSeekers. It has three primary 
components: a grassroots disciple-

ship emphasis; a series of "catalyt­
ic" discipleship events; and a pub­
lishing venture. 

Henry said CrossSeekers will chal­
lenge students to make covenants with 
God as an expression of their decision 
to live as his disciples, then join with 
like-minded students for support and 
spiritual accountability. Students mak­
ing the covenant will agree to the fol­
lowing statements: 

I I will be a person of integrity. 
I I will pursue consistent spiritual 

growth. 
I I will speak and live a relevant, 

authentic l,llld consistent witness. 
I I will seek opportunities to serve 

in Christ's name. 
I I will honor my body as the tem­

ple of God, dedicated to a lifestyle of 
purity. 

I I will be godly in all things, 
Christlike in all relationships. 

Phase two of CrossSeekers focus­
es on discipleship events held around 
the country with concerts by popular 
contemporary Christian music artists 
and messages from widely known 
Christian authors and speakers. Built 
around the CrossSeekers covenant, 
Henry said he expects these events to 
attract tens of thousands of students 
during the next few years. 

With a target audience of 10,000-
15,000, the first event is scheduled 
Sept. 4-6, 1998, in New Orleans. Hen­
ry said he envisions three such Cross­
Seekers events in 1999 and five in 
2000, all held in different areas of the 
country. 
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Bill would prevent same-sex marriage in Kentucky 
FRANKFORT-The Kentucky 

General Assembly won't be in ses­
sion for another five months, but 
two bills already have been pre-filed 
that seek to keep the state from rec­
ognizing same-sex marriages. 

The interim joint committee for 
judiciary legislation held a prelimi­
nary hearing Aug. 19 on the two 
bills, with emotional testimony giv­
en both from supporters and oppo­
nents of same-sex marriages. 

"The idea of same-sex marriage 
_is ridiculous," said Sheldon Baugh, 
R-Russellville, sponsor of a resolu­
tion before the House of Represen­
tatives. Baugh's resolution would 
prevent the commonwealth from 
recognizing same-sex unions as le­
gal marriages. 

The other bill, sponsored by Sen. 
Tim Philpot, R-Lexington, would 
forbid judges to issue domestic-vi­
olence protection orders in cases in­
volving couples of the same gender. 

Advocates of both bills claim le­
gal action is necessary fo light of a 
1996 ruling in Hawaii that said a ban 
on same-sex marriages is unconsti­
tutional. That decision currently is 
under review by the Hawaii Su­
preme Court. 

If same-sex marriages are legal­
ized in Hawaii, gay and lesbian cou­
ples from other states could go to 
Hawaii, be legally married and then 
return and demand that their home 
states recognize the marriage li­
cense, opponents have warned. 

This situation prompted the Unit­
ed States Congress in 1996 to pass 
the Defense of Marriage act, which 
was intended to protect states that do 
not want to recognize same-sex mar­
riages licensed in other states. 

Opponents of same-sex marriag­
es are taking steps in most states to 
pass laws outlawing official sanc­
tion of gay and lesbian couples. 

At the heatt of the debate in Ken­
tucky and elsewhere is a question 
about what constitutes a family and 
what are acceptable "family values." 

"The building block of a home is 
marriage between a man and a wom­
an," Herschael York told Kentucky 
lawmakers in last week's hearing. 
"The institution of marriage is root­
ed in the fact that men and women 
are physically and emotionally dif­
ferent but complimentary to one an­
other." 

York, associate professor of 
preaching at Southern Baptist Theo-

logical Seminary in Louisville, is 
former pastor of Ashland A venue 
Baptist Church in Lexington. 

York argued that a definition of the 
"nuclear family" is seen in the Bible 
in Genesis 2:21-25 and other referenc­
es. He also predicted that giving legal 
recognition to same-sex marriages 
would result in public schools teach­
ing that homosexuality is "just anoth-

- er lifestyle form." 
Also speaking in favor of the bills 

was Martin Cothran, policy analyst for 
the Family Foundation. 

"We are asking you to draw a line 
where most people in this country 
draw it," Cothran said. ''This is sim­
ply trying to preserve the understand­
ing of marriage that has been here all 
along." 

Cothran warned that allowing 
same-sex marriages would "do for 
marriage what Dr. Kevorkian does for 
sick people." 

On the other side, opponents of the 
bills argued that passing such restric­
tive laws would amount to discrimi­
nation. 

They argued that domestic partners 
of homosexuals should be able to re­
ceive the same employer-provided 
health benefits heterosexual couples 

Western Recorder announces Daley fund 
An endowment fund to honor 

longtime Western Recorder Editor 
C.R. Daley and his. wife,- Christine, is 

·being·,established, the ·paper an­
nounced last week. 

"Perhaps.no one name has been as 
recognizable to Kentucky Baptists in 
the 20th century as that of C.R. Da­
ley," said Editor Mark Wingfield. 
"Even today, 13 years after his retire­
ment, Dr. Daley's name is recognized 
in every region of the Common­
wealth." 

The fund will serve two purposes, 
Wingfield said. In addition to provid­
ing a way to perpetually recognize 
Daley's legacy, the fund will be used 
to underwrite the Western Recorder's 
commitment to provide the paper free 
to every Kentucky Baptist pastor. 

"It is fitting that the new C.R. and 

Christine Daley Endowment Fund 
will serve pastors," Wingfield said. 
','Through the years,- the Daleys have 
become known across Kentucky as 
friends of pastors and of pastors' fam­
ilies." 

The fund was announced at an 
Aug. 17 luncheon for current and 
former trustees of the Recorder. 

The endowment will be adminis­
tered by the Kentucky Baptist Foun­
dation, Wingfield added. 
, Currently, the cost of providing 

papers to all Kentucky pastors is about 
$15,000 annually, he said. This cur­
rently is funded through the Record­
er's g~neral budget. Funding it 
through the endowment will free up 
budget funds and help keep down sub­
scription costs for all subscribers, he 
said. 

A celebration banquet with the 
Daley family will be hosted next year 
to launch the fund-raising drive, 
Wingfield said. 

Daley was editor of the Western 
Recorder from 1957 through 1984. At 
the time of his retirement, Daley was 
recognized as the "dean" of state Bap­
tist editors. 

A native of Newington, Ga., he 
was pastor of three churches in Geor­
gia before serving three churches in 
Kentucky: W oodbum Baptist Church, 
Providence Baptist Church in Frank­
lin and Harrodsburg Baptist Church. 

Daley also served five years as pro­
fessor of Greek, Latin, Old Testament 
and philosophy and as dean of men at 
Georgetown College. In retirement, he 
has taught at Boyce Bible School. 

Dayton church offers children 'Fun in the Son' 
• By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

DAYTON-More than 150 inner 
city children spent their summer safe 
and sound rather than on the streets, 
thanks to a free, 10-week "Fun in the 
Son" program offered by First Bap-
tist Church of Dayton. • 

The children, ages 2-13, visited 
First Baptist each weekday for six 
hours of arts and crafts, recreation, 
music, Bible stories, movies and 
snacks. 

The need in the community around 
the church precipitated the ministry, 
according to Pastor Tom Knight, who 
directed the program. 

Many people who live in the area 
.are "struggling to._ make ends meet," 
leaving litt\e income to care for chil­
dren when school is not in se·ssion, he 
said. 

In addition to programs at the 
church, children also were treated to 

field trips to the zoo and Shriners' 
Circus in Cincinnati, and to Big Bone 
Lick State Park in Northern Kentucky. 

The church wanted to provide a 
safe environment and show the chil­
dren "we care about them," said 
Knight's wife, Jonetta. About 90 per­
cent of the children are unchurched, 
Knight added. 

First Baptist isn't just telling the 
community Jesus is real, "we're show­
ing it," Knight said. As a result, eight 
children made professions of faith in 
Jesus, he said. 

While the program was the brain­
child of the Knights, it quickly became 
a "church-owned, church-supported, 
church-worked idea," Knight said. 

Church members baked cookies, 
fed visiting youth groups who helped 
with the program and drove their per­
sonal vans to transport children to the 
church, he said. Most of the 150 peo­
ple who attend First Baptist were in­
volved, he said. 

Jimmy Owen, a student at Camp­
bellsville University, was assistant di- • 
rector. -

About 10 to 15 volunteers from the 
church worked alongside visiting 
youth groups Knight recruited on 
SBCNet, an Internet forum for South­
ern Baptists, he said. Most youth 
groups came from Kentucky, but one 
came from Oregon. 

The community has been involved 
too. After an article in the Cincinnati 
Enquirer, ·donations "from $5 to 
$2,500" came from individuals and 
businesses across the Greater Cincin­
nati area, he said. 

In addition, local businesses gave 
a pool table, a basketball machine and 
video games. 

The program initially focused on 
the area around the church but grew 
to include children from Newport, 
Covington, Bellevue, Southgate and 
Latonia as well as Dayton, Knight 
said. 

enjoy. They also contended the homes 
of homosexual couples are as happy 
and stable as any others. 

Laura Drew and Jeanette Wollack, 
lesbian partners who share custody of 
a child and are expecting the birth of 
another, testified that "spiritual val­
ues" are part of their home environs 
ment. "We made the decision (to have 
a child) by turning it over to God, and 
we have been blessed," Wollack said. 

"We are law-abiding, tax-paying 
citizens," added Drew. "We are good 
and honorable people. If our children 
are harmed, it will not be because they 
have two moms. It will be because of 
fear and hatred." 

Others speaking in opposition to· 
the bills included Joan Callahan and 
Jennifer Crossen of Lexington, do­
mestic partners who are raising a son. 

"Some among us today would 
have you believe we do not have fam­
ily values," said Callahan, a Univer­
sity of Kentucky professor. "Shame 
on them. Shame on you, Sen. Philpot. 
Shame on you." 

No vote was taken at the commit­
tee hearing. Formal debate on the pro­
posals should begin in early 1998 
when the Kentucky General Assem­
bly convenes for its biennial session. 

BLUEGRASS BURGO□ 

■ Elkhorn Baptist 
Association will sponsor 
an "I Survived the Flood" 
party for the city of 
Falmouth Oct. 18. 
Organizers are seeking 
gifts for door prizes and 
volunteers to serve food. 
Contact Sandy Williams 
at (606) 254-7747 

■ Southern Seminary 
will host a pastor 
appreciatic:>11_ day Sept. 
16. Admission is free, 

. but those planning to 
attend are asked to make 
reservations with the 
president's office by 
Sept. 1 O by calling (800) 
626-5525, ext. 4121. 

■ Larry Lindsey, a 
coordinator in Moscow 
for Kentucky Baptists' 
partnership with Russian 
Baptists, has returned 
home from the hospital 
after suffering a deflated 
lung. 

I 
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Thanks for house 
Editor's note: The author of this 

letter is the recipient of one of four 
Habitat for Humanity houses spon­
sored by the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention during the June Jimmy Cart­
er work project in Appalachia. Ken­
tucky Baptists not only gave money 
for this project but also provided 
much of the labor as Habitat volun­
teers. 

I just love my new house, and my 
son, Aaron, is tickled to death. 

I am so thankful to 

em Baptist Convention are con­
cerned that the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship is undermining denomi­
national loyalty. See Aug. 12 article 
about K.W. Paul. This letter is in no 
way making a statement about 
Paul's ministry. 

If SBC leaders are concerned 
about the disruption of denomina­
tion'al loyalty, they are looking in the 
wrong places. From where I sit I 
would suggest they look within. The 
members of our church have read 
newspapers and various accounts of 
the years of infighting and activities 

God and to Kentucky 
Baptists and all the 
wonderful volunteers 
who worked on my 
house. Without all of 
you, I know I wouldn't 
have a new house. 

r~-J~ 

~~ 

that have happened in 
the SBC since 1979. 
Some have said, "I am 
almost ashamed to let 
anyone know I am a 
Southern Baptist." Oth­
ers have said they are 
basically finished with 
the SBC. This is not 
due to the various prob­
lems and happenings 
having been preached 

BAPTIST 
I know people make 

. plans of their own, but 
sometimes God works 
things out his way be­
cause he knows what is 

, ill 111h'J' 
best for us all and he has his own 
plan laid out for us. 

I put my application in for a new 
house in 1994. Everything was 
checked out, and I was approved. I 
was suppose(j to get my new house 
in 1995, but when it came my turn, 
another family showed up who 
needed one worse than I did. At the 
time I had a place to stay, so I told 
them to go in front of me. I was told 
in 1996 that my house would be 
built during the 1997 "Hammering 
in the Hills" week. It seemed like a 
long time to wait, but I think that 
was all part of God's plan. 

It was well worth waiting for. We 
love our new house. It is so special • 
to us. I thank God every day for ev­
eryone who had a part in building 
'it, Kentucky Baptists for sponsoring 
my house and all the volunteers who 
helped. All of them are so special, I 
feel God hand-picked each and ev­
ery one. 

Rosie Blankenship 
Phelps 

Not compassionate 
In the National Notes section of 

Aug. 5, the bold type read "Episco­
palians apologize to homosexuals." 
This is blatant discrimination unless 
they also apologize to all murderers, 
adulterers, fornicators and rapists, 
those who practice incest and beas­
tiality, liars, thieves, drunkards, 
swindlers, the greedy and every oth­
er sin contrary to a holy God. 

Those in the church who cheer­
lead for Satan's sin would have us 
believe that they are the truly com­
passionate. Tht which leads to the 
lake of fire I do not find to be com­
passionate. 

As the end grows near, this silli­
ness will probably only increase. 
From blasphemy unto blasphemy, a 
large segment of the church se_ems 
determined to finally evolve into the 
whore of Babylon. 

Look again 

Chuck Estridge 
Williamstown 

In reading the Wes tern Recorder 
and other papers, I have read re­
marks that the leaders of the South-

from the pulpit. 
Trust in and loyalty to the de­

nomination were broken long before 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
came into existence. Just like the 
great civilizations that have perished 
from within, great denominations 
have and will continue to decay 
from within and not from forces 
from the outside. 

What is unity? 

Donald Cole 
Brandenburg 

Unity. What does it mean? Spe­
cifically, what are Southern Baptists 
to do with unity? In the Aug. 19 
Western Recorder, this concept was 
discussed in at least two articles: 
Mark Wingfield' s editorial con­
cerned the response of one South­
ern Baptist Convention agency to an 
event geared toward unity between 
~'Christian" groups; Bill Whittaker 
in Clear Creek Chronicle cited an 
account by a. ministerial studentthat 
"these doctrinal differences (Calvin- • 
ist~Arminian) are secondary to our 
unity in 1Christ and the need to tell 
others the good news." 

We see the desire for such unity 
all over; the "Christian" world. 
Promise No. 6 of the Promise Keep­
ers organization is, in part, to re­
move denominational barriers to 
"biblical ;unity." "Evangelicals and 
Catholics Together" is a document 
that also promotes this goal. 

Paul, ip. his letter to the church at 
Ephesus, 1 described the goal of a 
"unity of the faith" (Ephesians 
4: 13). Are the previously mentioned 
events examples of this unity? 

Before· answering, look at Paul's 
next verse: "That we henceforth be 
no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive." (Ephe­
sians 4: 14); This suggests the pur­
pose of this unity is so that we will 
have 'a maturity marked by a strong 
.doctrinal foundation and not a child­
ish desire to make.everything fit. 

"Biblical unity" is indeed a laud­
able goal if, in fact, it is biblical and 
not social. But sadly, even among 
Baptists there is not always a unity 
over the Bible. However, there i_s a 
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troubling desire in many of our 
churches to teach that laying a bib­
lical doctrinal foundation is of less­
er importance than stressing the 
need for a social or cultural recon­
ciliation · among all who may cry 
"Lord! Lord!" 

Jonathan G. McGuire 
Lexington 

FMB's new name 
The Foreign Mission Board has 

changed its name. In 1961, the board 
should have been named the Sexist, 
Gender-biased and Macho Mission 
Board. 

I was a teacher in Abeokuta, Ni­
geria. It was school vacation time, 
and our compound hosted a meet­
ing of Baptist leaders. They needed 
my apartment, so I was told to stay 
at the infirmary. 

.A trusted Nigerian teacher came 
late, saying she was locked out of 
her room and could she stay in mine. 
In the night I awakened to her rap­
ing me. It was the worst thing that 
ever happened to me. 

FMB leaders denied this mission­
ary the authority of truth. They 
brought me home to talk about it and 
never let me return. They wronged 
me and my home church that sent 
me out so proudly. 

I was called of God to go and 
work in Nigeria. These men with 
their myopic vision thwarted my 
calling. How dare them! 

I was young, naive and intimidat­
ed. I was told if I would resign may­
be I could go back in a year or two. 
I think they had no intention of let- • 
ting me go back. 

I was not the first missionary to 
be disappointed in the integrity of 
the board, and there have been oth­
ers since me. The Western Record­
er has carried their cases. 

When one promises to fulfill a 
plan (a sacred plan, no less) and then 
doesn't, one feels ashamed. I've felt 
ashamed not being in Nigeria all 
these years, even though it wasn't 
my fault. This victim is still being 
victimized. 

I've served here in various capaci­
ties and have blessed others while be­
ing blessed. But I'll never get over 
being unable to serve in Nigeria. And 
it has been very difficult to forgive 
these men for frustrating my calling. 

Wyona King 
Covington 

Editor's note: In fairness, the In­
ternational Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, which 
previously was called the Foreign 
Mission Board, was asked to respond 

. to this letter. Here is that response: 

Because of the length of time since 
Wyona King's resignation, the Inter­
national Mission Board has neither 
records nor personal knowledge of the 
situation to allow a response. We can 
substantiate that Wyona King was 
appointed a missionary to Nigeria on 
April 15, 1959, and resigned effective • 
Sept. 15, 1961. Those individuals who 
would have dealt with her resignation 
and circumstances surrounding it are 
deceased. Her medical records no 
longer exist. 

Anita Bowden 
International Mission Board 

Richmond, Va. 

' 
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Some fear nighttime stares; 
we fear stairs at nighttime 
HESAID Despite the anxieties of parents like 

us, school got off to a fine start last 
week. The first day was an emotional 
rollercoaster, full of adrenalin, angst 
and apprehension. 
• Both our boys ventured into 
kindergarten full throttle, happy to be 
there and eager to learn. It was a busy 
day for all. Somewhere along the way, 

~ . however, large quantities of junk food 
Mark Wingfield mixed with all that adrenalin and anxiety 

to create a disaster at our house. 
In Luke's class, the children had received the positive 

reinforcement of M&Ms every time they did something well. 
Luke apparently was working on making a good first 
impression, and he got lots of M&Ms. Both he and his 
brother weren't ready for the quick turnaround of the 
lunchroom, so neither got all their lunches finished before 
the bell rang. • 

Once they got home, Alison treated them to more sweets, 
not fully realizing all they already had ingested. Then they 
had to eat dinner hurriedly to get to soccer practice on time. 

Luke went to bed complaining of a stomachache. We 
dismissed it as anxiety and told him to go to sleep. 

About 11 p.m. we heard loud coughing sounds from the 
boys' room. After a few seconds, our dull brains figured out 
that sound wasn't coughing. Luke was sitting up in his bed, 
vomiting all over everything. 

Alison took him to the bathroom while I started stripping 
, his bed. I loaded two pillows, sheets, blankets, Mikey the doll 

and an assortment of Beanie Babies in a laundry hamper and 
headed for the basement laundry area. (In case you've ever 
wondered, Beanie Babies will survive the washer; Goldy the 
goldfish and all his spewed-upon buddies are living proof.) 

The first day of school came to a crowning climax as I 
toted the overflowi[lg laundry basket down the basement 
stairs, only to lose my,balance five steps shy of the landing. 
Even though I fell hard on the floor, at least my messy cargo 
flew far ahead of me. • 

SHESAID We don't have a good track record 
with stairs in the midst of family crises. 

One of the few memories we have of 
the boys',-first year is when they were 
only fourweeks old. 

It was·our first week alone with the 
two of them, and we were already in 
major sleep-deprived stupors. We had 
walked the hallway until 1 a.m. with a 
child who wouldn't stop crying. Close 

Alison Wingfield to the infamous 3 a.m. feeding, I woke 
• - up and heard water running. I thought 
it was awfully late for the dishwasher still to be going, but I 
mumbled something to Mark and got up to investigate. 

When I started down the stairs, I could hear water 
gushing. I hurried down the last few steps, then slipped and 
fell right on my backside. Becau~e it was dark I couldn't tell 
that the linoleum floor was covered in about two inches of 
water. 

Hearing the crash, Mark came running, got the water cut 
off (a pipe had burst under the sink) and we started cleaning 
up the mess. About that time, two little hungry babies woke 
up and wanted to be fed-immediately. 

We abandoned the towels and trooped back upstairs to 
take care of the urgent need (since I was nursing, it took 
some doing to get them both settled down) and then went 
back to finish mopping out the pantry, which had taken the 
brunt of the water. 

Pride may go before a fall, as the Proverb says, but we've 
fallen so much we don't have any pride left. 

I I • I 

For· whom the 'judgment beUs toll 
Editor's note: In connection with the announcement 

in-this issue of the Western Recorder that a new endow­
ment fund has been established to honor C.R. and Chris­
tine Daley, the editorial space ·this week is devoted to a 
reprint of one of C.R. Daley's "Daley Observations. " This 
editorial was published in the Recorder's Sept. 26, /963, 
issue, shortly after four children had been killed in a ra­
cially motivated bomb blast at Sixteenth Street Baptist 
Church in Birmingham, Ala. 

is judgment upon America founded for freedom and 
equality of evecy race and color. It is judgment upon 
unscrupulous politicians willing to grow fat and pow­
erful upon the blood of the innocent. 

But more than upon anyone else, Sunday, Sept. 15, 
1963, is judgment upon people called Baptists. There 
are more Baptists in Birmingham and elsewhere in the 
South than any people claiming relationship with Jesus 
Christ. More people through the years have listened to 

Sunday, Sept. 15, 1963, will forever be 
one of the darkest days in American histo­
cy. It's almost impossible to believe the truth. 

EDITORIAL 
more Baptist preaching than to any other 
voices speaking for God. Baptists must bear 
the greatest responsibility becaus~ they have 

Four innocent American children were ruthlessly mur­
dered by fellow Americans and this while the children 
were studying the Holy Bible in their own church. For 
this to happen in a land more than 300 years after it 
was founded for the sake of freedom and equality al­
most defies the imagination. 

It's easy to assess blame and accuse someone else 
for such a tragic sin. It is harder to realize corporate 
responsibility and repent as a nation of people. 

Those in Birmingham find some comfort in blam­
ing it all on the Supreme Court, the national adminis­
tration and agitation from outsiders. Outsiders, unfa­
miliar with the total situation, can point a pharisaical 
finger toward Birmingham while overlooking similar 
or other sins in their own backyard. The fact is all of us 
have sown the seeds which have brought such a .sad 
harvest. 

To say such a deed is representative of all of the 
people of Birmingham would be grossly false. But to 
say attitudes and actions of responsible citizens who 
themselves would never stoop so low did not encour­
age the lunatic fringe to such depths would also be false. 

There have been voices unheeded that might well 
have been heeded. Alabama Baptist editor Leon Ma­
con, whose words reach 100,000 or more Alabama 
Baptist families evecy week, spoke clearly and loudly 
on the side of law and order in the crisis. Some Baptist 
pastors and other preachers spoke as bravely and at the 
greatest personal hazard. But the reality of the tragedy 
still haunts us. • 

This black Sunday is a judgment upon Birmingham. 
It is judgment upon a society built on the philosophy of 
white supremacy. It is judgment upon outsiders who 
blamed insiders, and insiders who blamed outsiders. It 

Who gets the last word? 

enjoyed the greatest opportunity. 
Great and mighty Baptist churches dot the Birming­

ham skyline, and even as bodies were mangled and 
blood spilt in the basement of one Baptist church, thou­
sands of Baptists were in Bible study and worship ser­
vices in other Baptist churches in Birmingham and 
across the nation. What did the Bible they studied and 
the sennons they heard say about injustice, intolerance 
and murder? 

And while the smell of dynamite lingers and the soil 
is fresh upon the graves of innocent children, hundreds 
of Baptist district associations across the land are in 
session as is the Southern Baptist Convention Execu­
tive Committee in Nashville. What will be talked about 

. in these Baptist gatherings? In the corridors and church­
yards remarks about the tragedy of Birmingham will 
be exchanged, but this will be soon forgotten as we use 
Baptist statistics to prove we are God's chosen as we 
make careful plans to keep the offerings higher than 
last year. 

But still the blood of Birmingham cries out. At 
whose hands will it be required? How long will South­
ern Baptists be satisfied only to go on raising a million 
and more dollars a day to help keep up our far flung 
enterprise while justice, mercy and 1QY'1,go ,.pegging? 
When will we _lay down our robes of respectability and 
popular approval and our money bags of success for 
the sackcloth and ashes of repentance? What will it 
profit a denomination if it gains the whole world and 
loses its own soul? 

Sept. 15, 1963, is not only a sad day in the histocy of 
the United States of America. It's a sad day in South-
ern Baptist histocy. • 

-CR.Daley 

By Carey Newman 

My friend looked drained. He had 
just returned from a memorial service 
for one of his dearest friends. "I've 
been to numerous services that 

m1mm1ze the devastation death 
wreaks upon us. The euphemisms we 
employ to refer to death verify this 
observation. Rather than saying,some­
one has died, we soften it a bit by say­
ing they have "passed away," "left us" 

or "gone to a _better 
place." When a , loved 
one is faced with a pain­
ful and terminal illness, 
we think (and sorrletimes 
dare to say) that death 
might be more merciful 
than the continuation of 
life. 

in order. First, many of the most vic­
torious sections of Scripture are so 
because they narrate in detail the way 
41 which death, as the very last ene­
my, will be finally and fully van­
quished by God. Second, God's final 
assault upon death already has begun 
in the Resurrection of Jesus. That 
death could not hold Jesus means 
death will not hold us. Death's finali­
ty, though certainly devastating, i$ 
only fleeting. 

haven't done to me what 
this one did. Even 
though I sensed the pres­
ence and comfort of the 
Spirit there-this man 
and his family were 
strong Christians-I left 
afraid, afraid of death." 

I said to him, "May­
be you feel this because 
you were such good 
friends or maybe it's be­
cause we were the same age." 

"No," he said. ''I think it's because . 
my own mortality tumbled in on me 
like a ton of bricks. Death really stared 
me in the face. It is so all-consuming, 
so unrelenting, so final." 

There is a strong temptation (and 
even tradition) within Christianity to 

However, the Bible 
does not sugar-coat 
death; the Bible is as 

blunt about it as about any other as­
pect oflife here. The Bible consistent­
ly depicts death as a power, an evil 
power that opposes God. God is for 
life and against death. Death is the end • 
result of sin. There is nothing good 
about death-nothing at all. 

However, two words of hope are 

The struggle being waged between 
life and death is no simple matter. It is 
the stuff of the entire universe. The 
Bible assures us that, on that great day, 
in the great hall of judgment, the pow­
ers of sin and death will be silenced. 
In fact, when asked t<? speak, they will 
be mute. On that day, the only word 
that will count will be that spoken by 
God. 

I told my friend to sleep well, for 
no matter the strength and extent of 
evil, God is stronger yet. The power 
of death. as evil and all-consuming as 
it is, has been broken in and through 
the Resurrection of Jesus. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ AUGUST 26 , 1997 5 



Airline attendant in incident 
with Schuller wants $5 million 

LOS ANGELES (RNS)-The United Airlines flight attendant 
who accus~(~.Q.bett..SGhuller of assaulting him in June said 
last week he plans to file a $5 million lawsuit against the well­
known TV preacher and author. 

Khaled Elabiad said at a news conference that Schuller 
drank alcohol and repeatedly called him a liar before grabbing 
him and shaking him on the Los Angeles-to-New York flight. 

"It was in no way a simple assault," said Elabiad. "I was 
grabbed very forcefully." 

Schuller, whose "Hour of Power" has a worldwide 
audience of more than 20 million, pleaded innocent Aug. 13 
to one federal misdemeanor count, apologized to Elabiad, and 

agreed to pay an $1,100 fine to the 
Federal Aviation Administration. 

Federal authorities determined that 
the 70-year-old preacher grabbed 
Elabiad and shook him in the 
airplane's galley after disagreements. 

Elabiad, 33, said he has suffered 
physical and psychological damage 
and has not returned to work, the 
Associated Press reported. United 
officials said Elabiad has had an 

Schuller exemplary record during his three 
years of employment. 

In a telephone call to a news conference at Schuller's 
Crystal Cathedral in Garden Grove, Calif., a couple who sat in 
front of Schuller in the first-class cabin said Elabiad acted 
inappropriately and Schuller's actions were nonthreatening. 

Dual Macintyre of Larchmont, N.Y., who was traveling with 
his wife Kara, described the encounter as "a hissy fit between 
a flight attendant who was having a bad day and a well­
intentioned elderly passenger." 

Terry Giles, Schuller's lawyer, said he has received calls 
from passengers on other flights who complained about 
Elabiad. "This is nothing but an extortion attempt," Giles said 
of the pending lawsuit. 
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Judge upholds child porn restricti_ons 
SAN FRANCISCO (RNS)-A 

federal judge has upheld the new, ex­
panded federal child pornography law 
that bans computer-generated sexual 
images of children and porn featuring 
adults depicted as minors. 

U.S. District Judge Samuel Conti, 
in a ruling issued this month, said the 
new law protects children from sexu­
al exploitation without violating free­
dom of speech. 

"Even if no children are involved 
in the production of sexually explicit 
materials, the devastating ... effect that 
such materials have on society and the 
well-being of children merits the reg­
ulation of such images," Conti said. 

The National Law Center for Chil­
dren and Families, which had filed an 
amicus brief in the case, hailed the 

ruling as "great news for children, bad 
news for pedophiles . ... The Internet 
is no longer a safe haven for child­
porn traffic." 

Conti dismissed fears expressed by 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
that the law could be used to censor 
film versions of Shakespeare's 
"Romeo and Juliet" or sex education 
manuals. Conti said only pictures that 
are marketed as child pornography are 
covered by the law. 

Meanwhile, Morality in Media, a 
conservative watch-dog group that 
monitors the film, television and print 
media, announced a national petition 
drive to urge President Clinton to act 
aggressively to enforce federal laws 
against pornography. 

The petitions will be delivered to 

the White House at the end of the 
group's White Ribbon Against Por­
nography Campaign, Oct. 26-Nov. 2. 

"Obscenity is neither a First 
Amendment right nor a 'victimless 
crime,"' said Robert Peters, president 
of the group. "Obscenity is a crime, 
period. The bulk of the multi-billion 
dollar obscenity trade is attributable to 
organized criminal enterprises." 

The New York-based nonprofit 
group said President Clinton's 1992 
campaign included a commitment to 
"aggressive enforcement" of federal 
obscenity laws. 

"But in the five years since then, 
arrests and convictions for obscenity 
law violations are down sharply from 
previous years," the group said in its 
statement. 

Army chaplains get permanent training center 
COLUMBIA, S.C. (RNS)-For 

the first time in its eight-decade his­
tory, the training program for U.S. 
Army chaplains has a permanent 
location. 

The first building designed ex­
pressly for the Army Chaplain Center 
and School was officially opened July 
23 at a dedication ceremony at Fort 
Jackson, the Army's largest training 
post, in Columbia, S.C. 
_ "This is home," said Chaplain 

George Pejakovich, the commanding 

officer of the school. ''We're in a 
building that's made for us. Jokingly, 
I tell people I poured the foundations 
real deep." 

Previously, the school had been 
housed in buildings left behind by oth­
er operations in remote comers of var­
ious Army posts. The school had 
moved 16 times and had been locat­
ed, at one time or another, in 11 states. 

Now, it is in an $8 million, 58,000 
square-foot building with 20,000 
books in its library-on topics rang-

ing from world religions to military 
science- and access to the Internet 
and video-conferencing. • 

Chaplains have been ministering in 
the U.S. military since the Revolution­
ary War. They have served alongside 
troops in battle as well as at training 
posts. 

The new school is named in honor 
of Charlie Watters, a chaplain who 
was killed in Vietnam and was one of 
five chaplains to earn the Medal of 
Honor. 

Associate Pastor for Children/Students 
First Baptist Church, Milledgeville, Ga., is seeking a full-time associate pastor for children/ 
students. This 750-resident-member congregation is located in a community of 50,000. A 
four-year state university, a military prep school and a junior college are located within two 
blocks of the church. Position is one of four full-time ministerial staff. Open to male and 
female applicants. First Baptist is affiliated with the CBF and SBC. Send resume with references 
to: Mr. Wes Cummings, c/o First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 795, Milledgeville, GA 31061. 

For a conference brochure and registration information, contact the 
Church Growth Division at P.O. 43433, Louisville, Kentucky or 502-245-4101 
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T:. KENTUCKY STATE MISSIO 

BROADUS STATE MISSIONS OFFERING 

AND MONETARY SUPPORT FOR MINISTRIES 

IT IS ABOUT MOF{E THAN PRAYING AND GIV 

FINDING AND MEETING THE NEEDS OF OTHE 

GIVING GIFTS OF TIME AND ENERGY, TO SHA 

TO THE ULTIMATE SHARING OF JESUS C 

AS YOU READ THE STORIES IN THIS INSE 

PART OF THESE MINISTRIES. LET YOU 

ABOUT A WORLD IN NEED - A WOR,r!Jflf,Il;cflT ON YOUR OWN DOORSTEP. 

IN ADDITION TO THE MINISTRY flJlQ,f'{]ftS, YOU WILL FIND A COMPLETE 

LIST OF ALLOCATIONS FOR THdlil~-98 ELIZA BROADUS OFFERING, 

AS WELL AS IDEAS ON HOW 

KENTUCKY. 

E THIS MATERIAL IN YOUR CHURCH . 

THE LIVES OF COUNTLESS PEOPLE IN 

E BROKEN. AND GIVE GENEROUSLY. 

REA~HING THE MULTITUDES 
IN MULTIFAMILY HOUSING 

&if, HYlK✓yarate-dfam, fa.irjaHU/y. 
I a ✓J~Le-'1Kl)fh,er tf tw-o try,~ to c~e-tJK kr OWK. 

a chlidwM xever Aar heard ,f :Je:nu or qt;d. 
~ seare 
touchedby ~ 

of the lives 
ultihousing 

.cky-ministries 
.gh the Eliza 

Missions Offering. 

HAT'S THAT7 

using describes 
.unities with a high density 

population. This could be 
apartments, mobile home parks, 
townhouses, condominiums or 
even duplexes and triplexes. 

About one-third of Kentucky's 
population lives in some type of . 
multihousing today and that 
number is expected to grow to 
one-half-close to 2 million 
people-by the year 2015. 

Ninety-five percent of 
multihousing residents nation­
wide do not attend a church, 

• It's a family affair when Jejj'and Sharon Knutson volunteer at the 
Tur.fway Apartments in Northern Kentucky. Pictured in the 
parking lot of the complex.from left to right are Brooke Snider, the 
Knutsons' niece, daughter Jennifer, Jeff, son Jeremy, and Sharon. 

according to the North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. That 
figure is even more startling when compared to those in single-family dwellings, where the 
number reached by churches is IO times that of multihousing residents-an estimated 50 percent. 

From a children's bus ministry to building 
indigenous churches within a multihousing 
community, Kentucky churches and 
associations are joining hands to reach 
those who live in multihousing. 
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ministryou 
and give up some 

Currently HOPE 
more have helped on spec1 

,r Bible study." 
orks primarily 

every area of life. 
. ds with management, 

," Perkins explained . 
verance and patience 

us. They've seen a lot of 
there for the duration, that 

f four volunteers, called a 
with adults and the other two 

.ent. "This has to be their primary 
willing to move out of their comfort zone 

-going volunteers, and almost 200 

MANAGERS A KEY CONTACT 
Working with multihousing communities poses some unique challenges. "The success 
of a multihousing mission is dependent on the continued approval of the management 
and ownership," volunteers are told in a training manual. 

When HOPE Mirostries first started, Florence Baptist Church established work in 
communities where a church member had contact with the owner or manager of a 
property. They selected other communities through contact with a resident who 
needed assistance. 

They also approached some communities by meeting 
with managers and offering to provide services for the 
residents and the managers. One of their best selling 
points with managers is that they build a community. 
"This affects tum-over rates for property," Perkins said. 
"As (residents) i9entify more with the property, they 
tend to stay longer." 

The biggest .concern at HOPE Ministries now is 
having enough workers for the number of communities 
who want them. 

Jeremy Knutson (far left) 
participates in a prayer time 
,~t the Tur.fway Apartments. 

Sharon Knutson (below) 
teaches through crafts at 
Son-Day Club, a weekly time 
for children at the Tur.fway 
Apartments. 

"I no longer approach multihousing managers for permission to wqrk on their 
property," Perkins said. "Our reputation for providing positive experiences quickly grew 
to the point that multihousing managers call me and ask me to come on their property." 

. One manager called Perkins because she had heard that "we were a church that 
helped people," Perkins said. 

The manager called to ask ifhe would help a specific resident. "Nancy" had moved 
into the apartments after an emotional breakdown and hospitalization. She had two 
teenage children and had experienced an abusive relationship. The manager said 
Nancy didn't need any financial assistance. "Nancy_really just needs someone to talk 
to," she said. "I don't know what to tell her, will you visit her?" 

As a result-of his visit, Nancy professed faith in Christ, and is now an active 
participant in the multihousing ministry at her complex. 

Cultivating and building leadership from within each community is a key to 
starting new churches in multihousing, according to Perkins. The teams work hard 
at involving residents, whether it is to help with a one-time activity or getting them 
to open their apartment or mobile home to hold a Bible study. 

This also keeps the ministry from becoming too paternalistic, where the community is 
dependent on the team, rather than growing to the point where they can become independent. 

While the goal is to have an indigenous congregation, building relationships are the 
foundation of any inultihousing ministry. Establishing an indigenous church is not an easy 
task. It takes commitment to see the task through, and the results are not always what is 

With the rapid influx of inter­

hoped for by the workers. 
"I strongly believe in perseverance and 

the ti.ct that we need to be there," said, • 
Perkins of HOPE Ministries~~~:'kilJ.:see­
many individual lives being touched,:even if 
there is no 'coming together' ( as a church)." 

national Hispanics to Northern Kentucky, HOPE 
Ministries, part of Florence Baptist Church, Florence; 
is expanding its work 1vith internationals, particu­
larly those in multihousing settings. The church hosted 
a Cinco de Mayo Festival, celebrating a Mexican 
holiday, in its family life center, providing food, music . 
and recreation for Hispanics in the area. Approxi­
mately 80 people attended the festival, drawn from a 
number of multihousing locations. HOPE Ministries 
al~ady had one ESL course for Hispanics, and has added • 
a second one, as well as a ne1v Bible study as a result of 
the festival. 

-.! 
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1997-1998 ELIZA BR 
GOAL: $7 

ALLOCATIONS TO THE KENTUCKY BAPTIST 

CONVENTION MISSIONS BUDGET 

MISSIONARIES 
Salaries and Benefits 
State Missionaries $216,887 

• The Missionary Assistance Program helps support 
directors of missions, local Jastors and regional 
county missionaries throughout Kentucky. 

Student Summer Missionaries $17,410 
These college students take 10 weeks of their 
summer vacation to work with churches and 
ministries in Kentucky. 

COOPERATIVE MINISTRIES 
Fellowship Center Workers $18,000 
Baptist Fellowship Center in I.nuiwille ministers to 
the community in a wide variety of ways, including 
after-school programs, clothing and food ministries, 
health services, and computer training programs. 

Language Missions $55,000 
As more immigrants choose Kentucky for their 
home, language missions seeks to minister and 
share the gospel with them. 

needs thro _ _,.., 

Rural Urban Ministties $30,000 
This allocation helps support the director of the 
Mountain Missions Program, who w.orks 
alongside directors of missions (DDMs) in 41 
counties in eastern Kentu.cky to establish new 
work, language work, deaf ministries and 
children's ministries. _.,-

Interfaith Witness $2,000 

STUDENT WORK 
International Student Ministry $16,000 
Approximately 175 international studentr attend · 
the International Student Conference.at Cave City 
Convention Center each year. These funds also assist 
• in~al,ft'Udent '!'inisfries on college came,ms 
aftl1'wll(~ ... ~<U•;;.· .. c;-.,-,, .-._, ... , ~' 

Reach oiit Campus Revivals $6,000 
These supplemental funds assist college's campus 
revival programs throughout the state. 

Student Mission Action Projects $9,600 
In addition to helping local campuses with 

• spring break mission projects, these funds are used 
for missions education and missions emphases in 
the fall and spring. 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 
Ministers' Wives Retreat $2,090 

Disaster Relief $5,000 
When disasters such as the Flood of '97 strike, 
Kentucky Brotherhood provides immediate relief 
with food and clothing and clean up, as well as long 
term aid to help people get their lives back togeth~ 

TOTAL to missions budget $457,987 

0

AMILY NURTURE 
state Baptist 

Fidd Workers, 
These funds are 
the Baptist l¾ 
Kentucky (part 
Kentucky Bap, • 

Simmons Missions 

Friendship In• 
West Union, P, 
The Friendship 
Bible studies, E 
iniernationals 

Young Blade 
.Assistance 
within the 
Baptists. 

Freeda Harr" 
Final aJJ.oca 
purposebui. 
of FA.stern JG 

Luther Luckett 
Provides funds for semina 
alongside chaplains at this m 
prison in Oldham County. 

Race Trade Ministry, Long Run 
Behind the scenes at ChurchiJJ D, 
Association in Jefferson County prwi. 
ministry to trainm, jockeys and other w7'' 
backside of the race track. 

Resort Ministries, Land Bctwccn the 

Infant Resource Project 
This program located in Louisville pr, 
such as food, clothing and supplies 
need assistance. 

Deaf Ministries 
Enterprise Association 

Pike Association 
These associations combine 
the deaf in their areas. 

Migrant Ministries 
Blackford.Association 

'"$1,000 

$S00 

$7S0 

. $42S 

$S00 

$680 

$500 West Union 
Helping migrant 
associations min • 
studies, and cou 

state, these 
clothing, Bible 

JcffcrsonS 
Serves the home, 
Street will use this 
they encounter in 

Baptist Fcllowship Center $4,000 
~ll help fund a ministry to individuals and/or 
families touched l,y AIDS l,y addressing their 
spiritual, physical and prychological needs. 

Hospital Hospitality House 
To prwide safe, comfortable, ajfor, 
family and friends who must ' •• 
to the Loui.wi/k medical com 

od's Food Pantry $2,000 
Located throughout Kentucky, God1s Food Pantry's 
goal is to redua hunger and improve the nutri­
tional quality of food available to the hungry in a 
48-county service area. 

All.OCATIONS TO WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION 

BUDGET 

ACTIVmES 
State Missions Weck of Prayer $18,000 
Used for promotion and materials for the Eliza 
Broadus State Missions Offering and The State 
Missions ~ek of Prayer. 

WMU activities $20,350 
Training for RJtOciation leaders, WMU promotion, 
enlistment and enla,;eement and werall training. 

Agc-Levd Activities $18,140 
From the State Acteens Conference to Women on 
Mission R.etreatr to Mission Friends and G.A. 
activities, this provides funds for all state-wide age­
level activities. 

Cedar C=t and Jonathan Creek Camps $60,420 
Summer camps for GAs and Acteens. This provides 
funding for all promotion, program activities, staff 
salaries and expenses. 

Annual Meeting, Executive Board. 
and Committees $27,500 

Partnership Program $2,000 
Money used as we cooperate with KBC partnership 
ministries, such as Russia and New England. 

Project Hdp $1,S00 
To help promote the national WMU ministry 
project (such as ClJild Advocacy). 

Dcvdopment $1,500 

Christian Women's Job Corps $4,363 
This new initiative prwides a Christian context in 

• which women in need are equipped for lift and 
employment and a missions context in which women 
help women. The funds this year will be used for 
training and a task force to look at how to 
implement this program in Kentucky. 

PuBUCATIONS 
Kcntudcy Notes & Associational 

• Newsletter $11,500 

M ISCELLi'NEOUS 
Dcvdopment Specialist $1,000 

Insurance (Profcs.sional Staff) $4,000 

Hospitality Fund $1,100 
This fund is used to promote good will for Kentucky 
WMU and to say thank you to all the wonderful 
voluntem who serve in your state office. 

Special $8,000 
To be Allocated $14,320 
These are d{,l/an set aside to serve missions that are 
undiscwered or undetermined l,y Kentucky WMU 

. at EJiza Broadus budget time. 

TOTAL to Kentucky 
WMU /special projects 

GRANDTOTAL 

$242,013 

$700,000 
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VERSE 

Add to your believing 
KnowingO 

makeHimMi 
Follow in His footsteps,go 
In the wurld's great trouble 

(J'ering and 
aynight/ 
·esentations 

VERSE Fou 

Letyourheartbetender 
Seemankin. 
serve Hi 

Let your heart 
Share your rich 

■ Talk in advance to 

and opportunities are in 
multihousing ministries. U 
along with a brief presentati 
wide needs of multihousing 

■ Enlist some older children or you 
life-size paper cutouts of people to r, 
the unchurchedin your community 
Kentucky. Make one silhouette fi 
10,000 unchurched people. Han 
outs across the front of the roo 

■ Invite an apartment manager 
church or group about the nee, , 

■ Enlist some youth to crea 
sketch about hwnan need 
enlist some youth to prep 
pretation of the song " 
Out" using instrume 
other art forms. 

many ministries 
Offering ( see pa 
plete list of aU 
can be cut out in u 

Before the program, 
ent people. During y, 
person to come put their 

• insert for a com­
raw it so each area 
of a jigsaw puzzle. 
e pieces to differ· 

gram, ask each 
f the puzzle on 

a board as you explain the 
Leave one piece of the puzzle 

to ask the congregation what they will do to 
help fill in the missing piece of the Eliza 
Broadus Offering. 

■ Go to a local department store and ask for a 
nwnber of free fragrance samples at the co­
logne counter. Hand out one sample to every 
person attending your program. Ask them 
to carry it through the week as a reminder 
that they are to be broken and spilled out as a 
sacrifice to Jesus. Then ask them to bring the 
fragrance sample back on Sunday or the 
week and put it in the offering plate wi 
offering. Remind them that even 
give the fragrant gift to Jesus, 
linger with them. 

How CAN I GIVE TO THE 
ELIZA BROADUS OFFERING? 

You can give by placing your money or a 
check made out to your church and 
designated to the Eliza Broadus State 
Missions Offering in the special missions 
envelope provided by Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary Union. 

If your church does not have special 
offering envelopes, simply designate the 
money as outlined above and give it 
through your church, or send it directly 
to: EBO State Missions Offering, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, P.O. Box 
43433, Louisville, KY, 40253-0433. 

RESOURCES 

u can find out more about multihousing 
• ·.stties through these resources: 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
(contact Tony Hough at (502) 245-4101) 

■ KBC booklet on Multihousing Ministries, 
also available through the KBC at 
(502) 245-4101 

■ Multihousing Congregations: Huw to Start 
and Gruw Christian Congregations in 
Multihousi,ng Communities 
by David T. Bunch, Harvey J. Kneisel and 
Barbara L. Oden 
Home Mission Board (now NAMB) 

■ HOPE Ministries of Northern Kentucky 
Contact: Stuart Perkins, ( 606) 371-1887 

I 
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Available in 20' to 30' Models 
(12 to 35 passengers) 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 3 70-6180 
(615)376-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • We Buy Used Buses 

Richland Baptist Church 
Owenton,Kentucky 

Celebrates 150 Year Anniversary 

All former members and friends of the church are 
encouraged to come and be a part of this historic _occasion 

as we celebrate the blessings of God. 

Saturday, September 13, 1997 - Picnic and singing on the grounds 
beginning at 12:30 p.m. Local singing groups ministering 
throughout the day. The Kevin Spencer Family ministering 
in concert at 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, September 14, 1997 - services begin at 10:30 a.m. with 
Bro. Howard Beauman, pastor of Highland Park First Baptist 
Church, Louisville, bringing the message. Pot luck fellowship 
to follow. 

You are invited to attend the 

Nelson Baptist-Association's 

Leadership Conference 
- -- D•-··September 11, 1997 

The ''How To's" of Evangelism 

Featuring: Neil Jackson 
Church Growth Consultant and Author 

Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 
5285 Ky. Hwy. 44E (between Shepherdsville & Mt. Washington) 

5:30 p.m. Meal 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
7:30 p.m. Age Group Sessions 

There is no charge for the meal and child care also is provided . . 
However, we must receive your reservation by September 4. 

For reseryations, call: (888) 585-8467 

,-1 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE: · Baby grand piano, 

$3,000. Call Greg Harry at Cecilia 
Baptist Church, (502) 862-4228. 

SEEKING: Growing church 
seeks full-time music worship leader. 
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419; 
Fax: (502) 843-3434. . 

NEEDED: Mothers day out direc­
tor for two-days-per-week program at 
Rockford Lane Baptist Church. If in­
terested, or for more information, con­
tact Ron Abrams, pastor, at (502) 447-
2591. 

SEEKING: Louisville church 
seeks full-time children/preschool 
minister. Experience required; gener­
ous salary and benefits. Send resume 
to: P.O. Box 221066, Louisville, KY 
40222-1066. 

SEEKING: Preschool director for 
Rainbow Nursery School of West 
Broadway Baptist Church. Competi­
tive pay with flexible hours. For more 
information contact the church office: 
(502) 491-1920, or send resume to 
8420 Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY 
40220. 

SEEKING: Preschool teachers. 
Fem Creek Baptist Child Develop­
ment Center is currently looking for 
preschool and parents day out teach­
ers for the 1997-98 school year. 
Hours are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. for preschool an_d TT, 8:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m. for parents day out. 
We offer competitive wages, a 
friendly environment and other ben­
efits. Please contact Debbie Gor­
bandt or Linda Barnes at (502) 239-
0316. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Mt. Sterling, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time minister of youth/music. 
Applicants should send resume to: 
Search Committee, First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 324, Mt. Sterling, 
KY 40353. 

SEEKING: Organist (pipe organ), 
First Baptist Church, Mayfield. Con­
tact: David Whaley, First Baptist, 118 
West South St., Mayfield, KY 42066, 
or (502) 247-2992. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of LaCenter, Ky., is currently accept­
ing resumes for a full-time minister of 
music, C/Y. Send resume to: Person­
nel Committee, P.O. Box 239, La­
Center, KY 42056. 

SEEKING: Baptist church in 
Bowling Green looking for a part-time 
minister of youth to minister to ap­
proximately 40 enrolled youth plus 
scores of others not enrolled. Must be 
born-again, faithful to local church 
and morally upright. Send inquiry or 
resume to: Greenwood Baptist 
Church, 5165 Scottsville Road, Bowl­
ing Green, KY 42104. Telephone: 
(502) 781-2378. 

MEDICAL: Diabetics with Medi­
care or insurance, get your diabetic 
supplies mailed to your home. Insu­
lin-dependent only call: (800) 337-
4144. 

FOR SALE: 1970 MCI Challeng­
er 39-passenger bus. Mileage 
182,995. If interested, please call Nan­
cy Myrick, (502) 368-0239, or Rev. 
Jacky Newton, (502) 368-5806. 

FOR SALE: 1989 Chevrolet 15-
passenger van. Fully loaded, excellent 
condition, less than 30,000 actual 
miles. Asking $8,000. Call after 6 p.m. 
(606) 267-2503 or 267-3091. 

SEEKING: Prison Fellowship 
Ministries is seeking a full-time ad­
ministrative secretary for its Louisville 
office. Requirements: two or three 
years strong administrative experi­
ence; good organizational and office 
managementskills;excellentcomrnu­
nication skills; and PC proficiency 
(MS Word, Excel). Database experi­
ence preferred. Send resume to: Pris­
on Fellowship Ministries, P.O. Box 
17500, Washington, D.C. 20041-
0500, Attn: Human Resources. 

W ANTED:.Used or new portable 
partitions to divide classes in fellow­
ship hall. Call Phil Potratz, (502) 241-
8534. 

ANNIVERSARY: All former 
staff members and friends of Chevy 
Chase Baptist Church in Lexington, 
Ky., are invited to attend its 50th an- . 
niversary celebration Sept. 27-28,' 
1997. There will be a reunion fellow­
ship at 7 Saturday, Sept. 27. Dinner 
will be served after the morning wor­
ship service Sept. 28. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister to 
youth. Submit resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Lyndon Baptist Church, 
8025 New LaGrange Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40222. No phone calls 
please. _ 

SEEKING: Salvisa Baptist 
Church is presently searching for a 
part-time minister of youth. Please 
send resume to: Personnel Commit­
tee, Salvisa Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 75, Salvisa, KY 40372. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to: Boone's 
Creek Baptist Church, 197 Cleveland 
Road, Lexington, KY 40509. 

SEEKING: Scottsville Baptist 
Church, Scottsville, Ky., is seeking 
a full-time minister of education and 
outreach. If interested, please send 
resume or request for further infor­
mation to: Minister of Education 
Search Committee, Scottsville Bap­
tist Church, P.O. Box 392, Scotts­
ville, KY 42164, or phone Larry 
Wilcher at (502) 237-5444, ext. 
5345 days. 

NEEDED~ Full-time secretary at 
DeHaven Baptist Church, LaGrange. 
W orkPerfect 6.0 skills a plus. Contact 
Scott Riggs at (502) 222-9306. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth and recreation. Christian lead­
ership training desired. Salary $150/ 
week. Resume to: Personnel Commit­
tee, Highland Park First Baptist 
Church, 7321-Billtown Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40299. 

SEEKING: Interim administra­
tive secretary. 35 hours per week. 
Send biographical sketch or resume 
to: Long Run Baptist Association, 
2722 Crittenden Dr., Louisville, KY 
40209. 

SEEKING: Louisville Youth for 
Christ is seeking people who love 
teenagers and are willing to build re­
lationships with them and run weekly 
evangelistic clubs. Clubs reach out to 
pregnant teens, incarcerated/institu­
tionalized youth, inner-city teens and 
high school and junior high teens. 
Full- and part-time positions. Call 
Marsha, (502) 635-7607. . 

FOR SALE: 15-year-old Kimball 
organ; perfect condition. Nine pedals 
on floor, two keyboards, 20 accom­
paniments. Will deliver. $500, make 
offer. Call (502) 367-8810 anytime. 

Evangelical 
Lutherans adopt 
full communion 
with three groups 

PHILADELPHIA 
(RNS)-Facing a 
decisive moment in 
American ecumenical 
relations, the nation's 
largest Lutheran 
denomination last week 
agreed to open its 
pulpits and communion 
tables to three Reformed 
denominations. 

But it left the 
Episcopal Church-a 
partner it courted for 30 
years-standing 
brideless at the altar. 

Delegates at the -
churchwide assembly of 
the 5.2 million-member 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America easily 
agreed to the full­
communion agreement 
with the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), 
Reformed Church in 
America and United 
Church of Christ. 

But delegates rejected 
a similar proposal for full 
communion with the 2.5 
million-member­
Episcopal Church. 

Fear by some 
elements in the ELCA 
that an Episcopal 
agreement would infect 
Lutheranism with 
strong, autocratic 
bishops, appeared to 
have doomed the pact 
with the Episcopalians. 

During a later press 
conference, Presiding 
Bishop George 
Anderson said he will 
work to bring the issue 
back to the 1999 
churchwide assembly in 
hopes he can rescue the 
plan. 

Anderson said the 
idea of full-communion 
agreements, with each 
denomination retaining 
their traditions and 
church structures, 
appears to be the future 
of the modern 
ecumenical movement. 

"If the Lutheran and 
Reformed churches can 
bridge historic 
differences between 
Luther a'i1d Calvin, other 
denominations would do 
well to take a close look 
at what we're doing," he 
said. 
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KENTUCKY 
Pnunlse Keepers sparkinPii,:;,ii,S /;'ii;;~,u~ky Leader: one size doesn't fit 
ByOavi~Wint,ey scheduledforlouisyilleS~pt.20andPaducah all for Bible study classes· 

,,. News Director Sept. 11. Churches m Lexington and Frankfort . 
. . also may host rallies,. he added.' II • _ ,, Continued from page 1 

VERSAILLE&-:-for many men I_n Versa1lle~, _ The eye~!s are bemg tern:ie~ wake-~p calls, successfully, you'd better offer per-
the road to Washington and Promise Keepers 0 Baker sa1~.- It's a call to Chnst1an,men m general sonal choices in learning methods 
"Stand in the Gap" raUy this October begins in _ that our c'ountry needs spiritual help and this is a topics of study and materials,_ H~ 
their own back yards: call to arms for p~ople who want to help their advises. Pat:.:Finders prefer learning 

Eight ch_urches will host a tune-up rally nextr .; -country through spiritual means." styles that are visual; he adds, because 
month for local men, and one Promise Keepers •. ·, "' As' are~ eoordinator, Baker is responsible for they have been shaped by television. 
official said that is a pattern being repeated • promoting Promise Keepers' events and themes ■ Pacesetters. Those born be-
throughout the state. and trying to build a prayer network for Kentucky tween 1964 and l 98 l (33- to 

The Sept. 7 rally in Woodford Cou~ty resulted " churches. Baker al.so recruits vol~nteers to speak !~:year-old~ H~ clas-
from an attempt to promote the Washington _ ; on behalf of ~.romIse Keepers and "Key Men" who wt:~ as re :~n e 1~s. 
c~nference a~d. Promise. Ke~pers'. goals for men would serve· ~s liaisons between Promise Keepers teach thh ~e gfoup, 
to become spmtually-actIve m their homes, and Key Mens churches. don't assume they 
churches and.communities, said Greg Harrington, Promise Keepers hopes Jo offer stronger have any knowledge 
a member of Versailles Baptist Church. support to local churches' · men's ministries after ofBible basics, Hanlcs 

"There are several people who would like to • the D.C. rally, he added. "We're not going to advises. Pacesetters 
atte.nd the Washington rally but, for whatever Washington to end the game; That's not our learn bestfrom_bibli~al 
reason, can't," he said. "We wanted to give them culminating event-our touchdown. That's our characters, tesumorues, 
the opportunity to experience just a little bit of whistle starting the game," he said. relevant handl~s for ev-
wbat that's going to be like." " Promise Keepers estimates only 10 percent of eryd~y ~xpenences and 

A I• h • d It.- t k ·11 b A • • 400 000 h h h , • multimedia, he says. But beware, Ive c oir an mu Ip e spea ers wI e ~~nc~ s , . ~ u~c es ave men s . he adds, because Pacesetters also 
featured Sept. 7 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the mImstnes, he said. Ultimately we would hke to demonstrate erratic Bible study atten-
Woodford Coun~ Park am~hitheater. have a vibrant m,~n's ministry in every church that dance patterns. . 

Kentucky regional Promise Keepers would have one. • Across these generational group-
coordinator Johnny Baker will emcee the event, _ . Baker s~id he knows of at least a dozen _ ings, Bible study class members dem-
which will include a 10-minute video promoting Kentucky Baptist churches planning to attend the onstrate different learning styles, Met-
the D.C. rally, Harrington said. Among the Washington rally, but added that he thinks only calf also s~d. He identified ~ee com-
speak~rs will be Presbyterian minister and _ 20 percent of those attending are pre-registering. mon learning styles: verbal, visual and 
historian Peter Marshall Jr. Already more than 20 members of Versailles hands-on. . 

Baker, .a retired major from Fort Knox, said this Baptist plan to attend the Washington rally, M?st ~lasses mclude pe~ple who 
• - ,, f f 11 • • 1·1· 11 h k · ·• H • t 'd ct th • ht h t· h h learn m different ways, he said. Thus, Is onei,o ou~ mmI-ra I~s e nows are amng on. saI , an , e eIg os mg c urc es the task of the teacher is to engage 
schedul~d this summer m Kentucky. . together will ~en~ a_bout 150 men. every .me!J)ber in some way. 

. 9~e m Paducah dfeW 3,00Q, he said. In Letters of mvIta!Ion to the Woodford County ,, "If you want to reach all the peo-
~ addition to. the_ Versailles rally, others are rally have been mailed to 300 churches. ~ pie God has put in your backyard, 
1 • you're going to have to use a lot of 

Colonel Carlos . Glover 
On a Thursday night about a 

month ago, a 1978 Cumberland 
graduate became the youngest 
"full bird" colonel in the United 
States Army. At a ceremony held 
at the Cumberland Lodge, Col. 
Carlos Glover received his pro­
motion in the presence of family, 
friends and former teachers and 
classmates. 

chief of the tactics department in 
the infantry school. His next as­
signment will be to command a 
training brigade at Fort Jackson, 
s.c. 

Gen: John Nicholson, who was . 
present for the ceremony, praised 
Glover for his abilities and char­
acter. Nicholson stated that his 
son and several of his nephews are 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

in the Army and he 
would have full confi­
dence in placing them 
under Glover's com­
mand. 

teaching styles," Metcalf said. ''The 
worst method is the same method all 
the time." 

Finally, the effective Bible study 
. teacher must assess each class mem­
ber's stage of spiritual development, 
Mefcalf advised. Again drawing upon 
resources in. the "Vision, Variety & 

Vitality" bo.ok, p.e outlined 
• three stages of develop-

:!/_~~ m:~t :::e~:~:~~~~~ 
I r rience and three that 

,,. come after. ' , 
Prior to conver-

~ sion, a person moves 
through the stages of 
being innocent, secu- • 

• lar and a seeker, he 
said. After the transition 

point of conversion to faith 
in Jesus Christ, a person first 

becomes a believer, then a follower 
of Christ, then a "discipler" of others, 
he explained. 

The goal of the Bible study teach­
er should be to move class members 
from one stage of development to the 
next, with the ultimate goal of becom­
ing disciplers of others, Metcalf said. 

For information about the two up­
coming Super Saturday conferences, 
contact the KBC' s church growth and 
administration division at (502) 245-
4101. 

The ''Vision, Variety & Vitality" 
book and related resources are avail­
able from Baptist Book Stores. 

Colonel Glover grad­
uated from Williams­
burg High School in 
1974. Four years later 
he graduated from 
Cumberland College 
having distinguished 
himself in Cumber­
land's ROTC program. 
Within hours of gradu­
ation, Glover received 
his commission in the 
United States Army. 

Glover humbly ac­
cepted the promotion 
and the praise from 
those who spoke. He 
said the honor was the 
greatest he had re­
ceived, next to the birth 
of his children and the 

Have I told you al,out the kida lately? 

At age 40, Glover already has 
had a distinguished military · ca­
reer.- He served in both Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm with the 
101st Airborne as an infantry bat­
talion operations officer. His unit 
completed the longest helicopter 
assault ever attempted, flying 155 
miles into Iraq and operating only 
95 miles from Baghdad. He ~lso 
was involved in Operations Up­
hold Democracy and Restore 
Hope in Haiti. . -_ 

In July of this year Glover be­
gan a new assignment. Currently 
he serves at Fort Benning, Ga., as 
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love of his family. 
We at Cumberland College are 

proud to have played a part in 
Glover's development as a person 
and a leader. As we prepare to be­
gin a new academic year, we are 
committed to helping all our stu­
dents grow physically, mentally 
and spiritually to reach their full 
potential as well. Pray for us as 
we minister to our students. 

Robert Dunston is chainnan of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

If you haven't heard about the kids at Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children lately, we'd love to come share the 

exciting ways in which God is working in young lives! Just 
call us at the number below. There's never any charge and 
speakers are available for church services, gr~up meetings, 

mission fairs, children's events, and other activities. 

For more information or to schedule a 
speaker, call us at: 

1-800-456-1586 
or (502) 245-2101 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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Here's a to-do 
list many never· 
get around ta 
By Jeremy White 

You will die. That's not very 
profound, I realize, but it is a 
blunt • re­
minder. 

E v e n 
those whom 
Jesus healed 
later died. 
And you 
most likely 
will die at a 
time different 

I \\~I(-? ~J1'_,·_ :_) 1.(c;\ I L \ ~ CC--~ - ='° • 

lDRUMJ 
than you expect. . 

Items on this "Honey-do" list 
below are not urgent, but they are 
very important. Express your love 
to your family by completing this 
list. It won't be easy, and your 
spouse may not enjoy it now. The 
gratitude will come later. 

I Review your life insurance 
coverage. Most financial planners 
recommend five to 10 times your 
annual salary in total coverage. 
This varies depending on the 
number of children, their ages and 
your net worth. Use mainly term 
insurance with some whole-life. A 
policy of $100,000 sounds like 
plenty, but it won't last long, es­
pecially if you want your spouse 
to.stay aLhome with-young.chil-
dren'. -

I Prepare a will. Even if you 
do not have many assets, your will 
states the guardians for your chil­
dren. A will is your channel for 
speaking about y~ 1filngs after 
you have gon~ ou are the man­
ager under the biblical principle of 
stewardship. Choose the final dis-

. position of what you have instead 
of letting the state choose for you. 

I Compile · a list of your 
records. This can be the most 
practical help to a spouse in grief. 
List your assets, insurance poli­
cies, contacts for policies, the lo­
cation of important documents 
and key advisers. Most important­
ly, tell your spouse about this list 
and where you keep it. 

I Write down your funeral 
preferences. Pick the songs, po­
ems, minister, pallbearers and any 
special arrangements. List your 
preferred funeral home, location 
of burial, newspapers to notify 
and any viewing wishes. 

I Communicate organ dona­
tion or charity preferences. If you 
have agreed to give any organs, 
tell your family. Specify any char- _ 
ities you'd rather people contrib­
ute to. 

I Write love letters. A little 
mushy for a financial column, I 
know. Write a letter expressing 
your love for your spouse and in­
di:vidual ones for your children. 
This will be your last- statement, 
so make it a good one. Your fam~ 
ily will cherish it forever. 

Jeremy White is a certified pub­
lic accounta,:it in Paducah. He pre­
sents financial seminars and work­
shops at churches and, conferences. 
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Cole: Don't let a pine~ become a -~runch 
- By Mark Win.gfield 

Editor 

LOUISVILLE..:....One of the best 
ways to avoid or resolve conflict in a 
church is to engage repeatedly in' a 
process ofrole renegotiation, accord­
ing to church consultant Vernon Cole. 

Cole, director of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's church growth 
and administration division, led a sem­
inar on "Renegotiating Relationships" 
during the Aug. 16 Super Saturday 
conference at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

"Inevitably, in any relationship, 
you come to a time when there is a 
pinch," Cole explained. He defined a 
"pinch" as something that causes a 
minor disagreement or difference of 
opinion. 

However, sometimes conflict aris­
es when a whole cluster of "pinches" 
have been left to fester into a 
"crunch," he added. 

"A pinch is momentary pain, but 
you get over it," he said. "A crunch is 
like a heart attack. There is no re­
lief. It is just continual, un­
relenting pain." 

He used the exam­
ple of the relation­
ship betweeri a pas­
tor and congrega­
tion to illustrate. At 
the time the pastor 
is called to the 
church, certain ex­
pectations are agreed 
upon either between the 
pastor and the search com­
mittee or between the pastor and the 
entire congregation. Commitments are 
made by both parties as a result, lead­
ing to a period of productive minis­
try. 

In time, a pinch will arise, Cole 
said. Perhaps a quick fix will be avail­
able, which will return the church to 
its productive ministry. Or perhaps a 
renegotiation wiU be necessary to re­
turn the pastor and congregation to a 
new time of role clarification. 

For ex~pie, a congregation might 
hire a pastot because he has a proven 
track record. in growing a church and 
is an effective evangelist-two areas 
said to be priorities of the church. Af­
ter several months on the job, some · 
members of the congregation may 

Church Pew 
Upholstery 

Upholster your existing hardwood 
pews or change the fabric and pad­
ding on your upholstered pews. More 
than 70 colors of quality fabrics to 
choose from to add beauty and com­
fort to your church sanctuary. Our 
quality warkmanship and competi­
tive prices have kept us in business 
for over 3 5 years. Call the specialists 
today for a free price quote. 

'Workni~n's Upholstery 
The Church Pew 

Upholstery Specialists 
P.O. Box 631 

Hopkinsville, Ky. 42241 
Call toll-free (888) 577-1001 

~ begin to feel their agen­
das are not being ful­
filled because the new 
pastor has focused too 
much time on growth 
and evangeli~m and has 

not had time for their pri­
orities, Cole explained. 
At such a point, it is neces­

sary for the pastor and congregation 
to have an honest conversation about 
what priorities were outlined to be and 
whether that is what the congregation 
still wants them to be. "Sometimes 
what we say we want in a courtship 
and what we really want are not the 
same," Cole advised. 

A pinch often arises for the pastor 
from those who held a minority view 
at the time the new pastor's role first 
was negotiated or from those who 
come into the church after that role 
first was negotiated, Cole said. 

Such occasions also may kick up 
the dust of unresolved pinches and 
crunches from the past, whether they 
are the fault of the current pastor or 
not, he added. 

: , 
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The process of role clarification or 
renegotiating the relationship between 
the pastor and congregation may re­
sult either in a planned exit or in a re~­
newed commitment between the two 
parties, Cole said. If this renegotiation 
does not occur, role confusion ensues, 
which leads to a crunch. 

Once this stage is reached, congre­
gations often become stuck in conflict 
or experience the forced termination 
of the pastor, Cole reported. Two al­
ternatives, however, are for a recom­
mitment between the two parties that 
leads to another period of productive 
ministry or for renegotiating roles un­
der stress and starting tlle whole rela­
tional process anew. 

The greatest danger is for a con­
gregation to ignore the crunch that has 
developed and hope it will go away 
on its own, Cole said. Another danger 
is for no substantive renegotiation to 
take place between the pastor and con­
gregation but to "sugar-coat it with 
prayer" in an effort to make it look 
like the conflict has been resolved, he 
added. 

◄~-- ~ . -----· - - ·""· TEACHER TIPS James Hargrave, a children's consultant with the Southern Baptist Sunday 
School Board, gives tips on how preschool teachers can connect with their preschoolers 
and their parents. 

\ 

Need a fun idea? 
Grab a box 

LOUISVILLE-Next 
;I to the Bible, boxes may 

be the best resource 
available to teachers of 
preschoolers, a veteran 
children's minister 
advised. 

In a seminar during 
the Aug. 16 Super 
Saturday conference, 
Mary Sells of Highview 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville demonstrated 
"The Many Ways for 

-Teachers to Use a Box." 
Used boxes, recycled 

boxes, new boxes, large 
boxes, small boxes, 
shoe boxes, pizza boxes, 
oatmeal boxes, 
detergent boxes and 
vi rtually any other kind 
of box may be put to 
good use in a preschool 
classroom, Sells said. 

Here are some of the 
many uses of boxes 
Sells suggested: 

I Marble painting. 
I Art supply storage. 

Robots. 
Bookshelves. 
3-D bulletin boards. 
Puppet stage. 
Elevator. 
Doll house. 
Play furniture. 
Bean-bag toss. 
Train cars. 
Piano. 
Shaker. 
Autoharp. 
Puppets. 
Puzzles. 
Smelling games. 
Feeling games. 
Tunnels. 
Boats. 
Zoos. 
Barns. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS · 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Kentucky teams going 
to Russia in September: 

a medical/evangelism 
team led by Herb Booth; 
a deaf evangelism team 
led by Beth Driver; and 

an evangelism team led 
by Calvin Wilkins. 

■ The 76 Russian 
students who attended a 

retreat in Moscow in 
July, seven people who 

professed faith in Jesus, 
four Bible studies which 
formed as a result, and • 

La Raine Dail who 
directs student work. 

■ Baptist campus 
ministers in Boston as 

they prepare for 
students from across the 

United States and 
around the world who 

will arrive this month to 
attend the more than 70 

area colleges and 
universities. 

)J.'4,.: 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ BOWLING GREEN-Anna Mae 
Blaine, 85, a longtime member of 
First Church, died June 20. She served 
60 consecutive years as director of va­
cation Bible school and was a Sunday 
school teacher more than 60 years. 
■ BREMEN- Bethlehem Church 
called Leroy Rearden as pastor. He 
will begin his new ministry Aug. 31. 
He previously was pastor at Cherry 
Hill Church in Central City. 
■ CENTRAL CITY-First Church 
called Danny Carroll as minister of 
youth. 
■ DUNMOR- New Hebron Church 
called Danny Epley as pastor. 
■ HORSE CA VE-Pleasant Valley 
Church recently called Tony and 
Rachelle Wright as ministers of 
youth and children. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Living Hope 
Church held an all-day dedication ser­
vice for its new facility Aug. 3. Rus­
sell Bennett, director of missions at 
Long Run Association, and Tony 
Hough, director of Kentucky metro­
politan missions department, were 
guest speakers. The church was orga­
nized June 5, 1994, under the spon­
sorship of Highview Church. Jack 
Naylor is pastor. 

Highview Church will hold reviv­
al services Sept. 7-10. Danny Akin 
will preach Sunday morning. James 
Merritt will preach Sunday night at 
6 p.m. and Monday-Wednesday at 7 
p.m. Kevin Ezell is pastor. 

Cloverleaf Church will host Man­
na Quartet and Danny Funderburk 

in a gospel music c.oncert Sept. 6 at 7 
p.m. Also, Ed Crawford of Fairview, 
Tenn., will be in concert Sept. 7 at 6 
p.m. Call (502) 367-0218 for informa­
tion. 
■ MAYFIELD-First Church called 
Bob Swift as pastor. He previously 
was pastor of churches in Kentucky, 
Kansas and Tennessee. He most re­
cently was · founder and director of 
Purchase Area Christian Counseling 
Ministries Inc. He began his new min-
istry Aug. 17. • 
■ SHELBYVILLE-First Church 
ordained Jesse Baxter to the gospel 
ministry July 27. He is pastor at Hend­
erson House. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-Pleasant 
Grove Church will present the Jour­
neymen Quartet in .concert Sept. 14 at 
7 p.m. Call Kevin Brannon at (502) 
543-7336 for more information. 

First Church called Tom Nidiffer 
as minister of music. Jo Nidiffer was 
called as children's minister. They 
began their new ministry Aug. 24. 

Little Flock Church will host its 
fifth annual shepherding seminars 
Sept. 13 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Kevin 
Ezell, pastor at Highview Church, will 
be the keynote speaker. Call Ken Lup­
ton at (502) 955-8760, ext. 28, for 
more information. 
■ UTICA__:___Living Faith Church was 
constituted Aug. 24. Jerry Kibbons 
was guest speaker. Also, Craig Set­
tle was called as pastor. He previous­
ly was pastor of South Hampton 
Church in Philpot. 

One giant step for Oneida 
Like everyone else, we have a wish list; things 

we would like to do, places we would like to go 
and things we would like to have if time, health 
and money were no obstacles. High on our wish 
list for years has been air conditioning for our 
dormitories. Unlike a college setting, where stu­
dents can spend a lot of their time off campus, 
our students must spend much of their time in the 
dorms and all of their time on campus. The aver­
age Oneida Baptist Institute student will spend 12 
hours a day in the dorm. During the 
summer an:,rearly fall, the temperature 
will rise to about 90 degrees. I have seen 
it hotter than that, but not often. The 
really difficult aspect of having no air 
conditioning is lying in bed at night 
when it is about 80 degrees. 

Though high on our wish l~st, 
• through the years there simply have 
been no surplus funds to provide much­
needed relief. But when our students 
returned last week, they were pleasant­
ly surprised to discover we had installed 
air conditioning in some of our dorms. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

had to be made as to which one would be worked 
on first. Carnahan Dorm was the winner. Did I 
mention the completion date? We were right on 
target- three weeks late. 

Much more work was done on Carnahan Dorm 
this summer. New, more attractive ceilings were 
installed. The old ceilings were not only unsight­
ly, but were very difficult to paint. New lights also 
were added to several rooms. Volunteers installed 
new steel steps in one stairwell. The same volun-

teers who did this work for us will re­
turn in October to install new steps in 
the other stairwell. 

Still other volunteers and students 
painted the hallways and rest rooms. All 
this work has been done in hopes of 
making the dorms a more attractive and 
comfortable place to live. 

The first to get this wonderful addi- W.F. Underwood 

I know some people will think in­
stalling air conditioning in the dorms 
might be a little extravagant, but I real­
ly don't think so. This improvement 
will help the boys and girls get out of 
the 80- and 90-degree heat. If it will 
help them get a good night's sleep so 
they are more rested and attentive in tion was the third floor of the girls' 

dorm/dining hall. We did not have the funds to 
do both dorm floors at this time, so we chose to 
do the top floor first. Work began in early June 
with the promise to have the project completed 
by June 21. Are we the only ones who seem nev­
er to be able to complete things on a given target 
date? Is there ever a remodeling or construction 
project that gets done as scheduled? Our June-21 
deadline ended up being July 25, but it was worth 
the wait. We hope to begin work on the second 
floor in January. 

class, it will be worth it. _ 
When I look back over the past decade, I can 

truly say God has blessed us abundantly. Just a 
few years ago, if someone had suggested this in­
vestment, I would have smiled and asked him 
where he thought we would get the money. Frank­
ly, I don't want all of my blessing at once. I like it 
the way God does it; one blessing now and an­
other one-later. When they come one at a time, I 
have more time to contemplate just how awesome 
God is. 

There were two boys' dorms without air con- W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
ditioning. Just as with the girls ' dorm, a choice Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 

WELCOME 
SOUTHERN SEMINARY STUDENTS 
Come experience a creative approach to ministry 

as we build on the foundation of God's word 

Free Lunch at Fifth Quarter 
Sunday,August24, 1997 

For all new SBTS and Boyce students & spouses 

To make your reservations, call Eric Walker at (502) 
955-8760 (ext. 32) by 5 p.m. Friday, August 22 

Kevin Hamm 
Pulpit Pastor 

Ronald Shaver 
Pulpit Pastor 

LITTLE FLOCK BAPTIST CHURCH 
. 5500 Preston Hwy. 
(502) 955-8760 - Office 

Located 4 miles south of Gene Snyder (1-265) on Preston ,-. 

A Mississippi friend 
The last two summers a group 

of volunteers from Mississippi have 
worked at Clear Creek. The group 
helped us complete two duplexes 
for student housing. They have such 
good comments about Clear Creek, 
and we anticipate three weeks of 
Mississippi workers for the summer 
of 1998. I recently received the fol­
lowing tribute to our ministry writ­

and in the water they!re wobbling. 
Seemingly telling us not to invade 
their home, or there'll be a great 
big squabbling. • 

We never meet a stranger there 
when we go our work to do. And if 
one has a problem then it becomes 
our problem too. It's a beautiful 
place where we go to do God's 
work day by day. And we seem as 

ten by Velma Windham, 
a team member who 
plans to return next year. 

If there is a second 
heaven, it's at Clear 
Creek Baptist College, up 
in the beautiful Kentucky 
mountains where the wa­
ter runs clear and cool. 
Early in the morning 
when in peaceful rest 
we've slept, it seems that 
in his bosom, we through 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

brothers and sisters when 
it's time to go away. 

It's there we meet 
God's shepherds. Broth­
er Hanking, so nice and 
kind. Gary, Ronnie, Aus­
tin and others, not many 
like them you' II find. The 
president, Mr. Whittaker, 
so friendly to one and all. 
As are the cooks in the 
kitchen, each meal time 
when they call. 

the night God kept. , 
And there, it seems, Bill Whittaker 

So you may see why it 
seems next to heaven, this 
beautiful mountain place. God's children are going 

here and there. For up in those 
beautiful mountains, there's music 
in the air. 

There where God's word is tru­
ly taught, one learns to preach and 
pray. And I thank God for the teach­
ers there who live in his own way. 

There in the lovely Kelly Hall is 
where we _ eat and sleep at night. 
And resting on the large porch in 
the evening we sing will all our 
might. The grounds are beautiful, 
the ducks'sublime as on the grounds 

Where love is shared, and a smile 
is upon each one's face. Now if I 
couldn't go to heaven when I am 
gone from here, I'd be content to 
forever be in the presence of the 
mountains there. 

Thank you, Velma, and a big 
thanks to all our volunteers. Your 
help enables us to accomplish more 
and saved money for other needs. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
Not all happy with TV's spirituality 
By Alan Sepinwall 
Religion News Service 

LOS ANGELES (RNS)- Meet 
Father "Ray" Raynaux (Kevin Ander­
son), star of ABC's upcoming new 
drama series, "Nothing Sacred." 

Father Ray is a Catholic priest who 
runs a cash-strapped parish. He keeps 
an atheist on staff to balance the 
books, ·prefers presiding over funer­
als to weqdings because "you know 
they'll stay dead," and in the midst of 
a bad week quips th_at he'd be a great 
priest "if I didn't hate God so much." 

Not surprisingly, many Catholic 
organizati9ns are up in arms over what 
they've seen and heard of "Nothing 
Sacred." The Catholic League for 
Religious and Civil Rights dubbed the 
series "nothing more than a political 
statement against the Catholic 
Church." • 

Some. religious-organizations are 
being kinder. James Martin, a colum­
nist for the Catholic magazine Amer­
ica, dismissed the controversy and 
called the show "the best television 
series ever produced about the rich 
and often complicated lives of Amer­
ican Catholics." 

Ame Owens, a spokesman for the 
Christian Coalition, offered guarded 
praise. 'The fact that religion is being 

• dealt with at all in prime-time televi­
sion hours is a positive thing." 

If that's the case, Owens should 
, .. have a lotto be happy about this fall, 

as God will be found all across net­
work television. , 

In addition to Anderson's Father 
Ray, the recent wave of quirky TV 
clergymen includes Stephen Collins 
as a pool-hustling minister on WB's 
"7th Heaven," Dan Aykroyd as a Har­
ley-riding Episcopalian priest on 
ABC's "Soul Man" and David Ram­
sey as a gospel-singing pastor on 
UPN's upcoming "Good News." 

Meanwhile, angels and other 

agents of God are regular characters 
on CBS' "Touched by an Angel" and 
"Promised Land," and ABC' s new 
"Teen Angel." Even series with non­
religious themes such as "NYPD 
Blue," "Homicide: Life on the Street," 
'The Practice" and "Buffy, the Vam­
pire Slayer" feature matters of the spir­
it as recurring motifs . 

A lot of the credit for TV's spiritu­
ality can be given to Martha William­
son, the creator (technically, re-cre­
ator) of "Touched by an Angel'. '' • 

The original, unaired version of 
''Touched" was a more irreverent look 
at angels that CBS hoped would cap­
italize on a recent trend of people buy­
ing books and memorabilia about the 
winged servants. When Williamson 
was brought in to remake the concept, 
she refused to joke around. • • • • 

Why the surge in public interest in 
God? "Nothing Sacred" creator Dav­
id Manson thinks he knows why. 

"Either it's pre-millennial fever," 
he says, "or just the aging of the baby 
boom generation, where all of a sud­
den they have children, their parents 
are passing away, and the issues of 
mortality, legacy and what you pass 
along to your children are on people's 
minds." 

The success of ' 'Touched" made a 
lot of network executives less gun-shy 
about allowing God-related projects. 

"'Touched by an Angel' opened 
the door for dramas about spiritual 
matters," says Manson. 

But for some, like Catholic League 
president William Donohue, the meal 
is going down with a sour taste. 

"On 'Nothing Sacred,"' he says, 
''they've set up this dichotomy where­
by a priest who openly denounces the 
church's teachings on sexuality is de­
picted as a compassionate, likable per­
son, and those who are loyal to the 
church are portrayed as cold-hearted . 
tyrants." 

Maybe Donohue is right in think-

ing that viewers will reject shows j:hat 
play fast and loose with theology. 
Until the Nielsen-ratings for the\i' rrst 
few episodes of "Nothing Sac d" 
come in, no one will know for s . e. 
But Martha Williamson thinks theie' s 
one thing that will ensure a show's 
failure. 

"American audiences are smart," 
she says. 'They know when you are 
conning them. If somebody wants to 
do 'Teen Angel' and have great fun 
with it, that's one thing·. But if some­
body wants to do a spiritual show and 
their heart isn't in it, people won't buy 
it." 

SAINT OR SINNER? Kevin 
Anderson, star of ABC's 
"Nothing Sacred, " is 
among a crop of new 
religious characters on TV'. 
(RNSphoto) 

Taylor 'kind of like Jesus ... a plain and simple preacher' 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-When 
Gardner Taylor steps into a pulpit, a 
palpable sense of expectation ripples 
through the congregation because 
the designation "dean of African­
American preachers" has long pre­
ceded the man about to speak. 

At 79, Gardner, senior pastor 
emeritus of Concord Baptist Church 
of Christ in Brooklyn, N.Y., now 
moves from one dais to another­
speaking in churches and ballrooms, 
at Easter sunrise services and presi­
dential inaugural events- and has 
left an indelible imprint on Ameri­
can Christianity. 

He captivates his audience by 
weaving a key Scripture passage with 
contemporary examples and simple 
phrases that bring his sermon home 
in a way people remember days-and 
sometimes years- later. 

"His messages ... always challenge 
you to try to become a better person 
and become a better Christian and 
become a better pastor," said Ruth 
Travis, a Baltimore pastor who heard 
Taylor speak recently at an African 

Methodist Episcopal Church district 
conference. "He always preaches on 
a level you can understand, kind of 
like Jesus. Jesus was a plain and sim­
ple preacher." 

Speaking in Washington recently, 
Taylor started by spinning tales, al­
most like a grandfather sharing wis­
dom with his beloved grandchildren. 
But during the course of a half hour, 
Taylor strung together anecdotes, 
Scripture and words he repeated into 
a crescendo of emphasis that literally 
brought his audience to their feet 
cheering. 

He focused on the story from the 
Gospel of Luke about the blind man 
who sat at the side of the road, heard 
the commotion when Jesus was pass­
ing and asked Jesus to give him sight. 

From those verses in the 18th chap­
ter of Luke, Taylor wove a message 
about the blindness of American so­
ciety and its need for God's healing. 

"Nobody but God can do anything 
about sight," Taylor told his audience, 
referring to Jesus' description of his 
duties in an earlier chapter of Luke 
that included "recovering of sight to 
the blind." 

The biblical texts propelled Taylor 

into a litany of examples about the 
country's "blindness"- from drug 
addictions to poor race relations. 

Taylor ended his sermon by recall­
ing how he preached 50 years ago in 
a place where a minister was "nervous 
about a black preacher coming to his 
pulpit." Just as he was getting into that 
sermon, the lights went out. 
• 'There came a voice-and I leave 
that with you tonight-from some­
where in that little church, midway," 
he recounted. "It said, 'Go on, preach­
er, we can see Jesus in the darkness.'" 

It was a phrase people carried out 
of the ballroom with them. 

Still, Taylor pooh-poohs his status 
as "dean of black preachers." 

But Bishop John Hurst Adams, 
senior bishop of the African Method­
ist Episcopal Church, who has known 
Taylor for about 25 years, said a more 
apt title for Taylor would be "dean of 
all American preachers." 

Adams notes that TaylQr's reputa­
tion is so great that ministers frequent­
ly leave their pulpits ·in the hands of 
assistant pastors when they learn he is 
in town so they can hear him. 

Though he has a divinity school 
series-the Gardner C. Taylor Lee-

tures in Black Preaching at Duke Uni­
versity Divinity School- and a street 
in Brooklyn named after him, Taylor 
speaks humbly of himself. 

"I'm appreciative that people take 
notice of me, but when I go to wor­
ship, I'm not looking for that," he said. 

Taylor originally planned to be a 
lawyer. More than half a century lat­
er, he jokes about his change in ca­
reer plans: "I think I've got a better 
client." 

He was pastor of churches in Lou­
isiana and Ohio before moving to 
Brooklyn's Concord Baptist in 1948. 

Under his leadership, the church 
grew from 5,000 members to 14,000. 
The 2,800-seat church is the largest 
black church,in New York City. 

When he retired in 1990 after 42 
years of Sunday sermons, Taylor said, 
"I never lost the thrill of preaching." 

During those years, Taylor said 
with a touch of sadness, he believes 
the art of preaching has declined 
somewhat. 

"I think television has corrupted 
the preaching enterprise by making ... 
people think that preaching is more 
entertainment than it is proclamation 
of the gospel/' he said. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ AUGUST 26 . 1997 11 



: i 

! 
i 

. l 

. ) 
. ; , 

., 

' -f, 

r 

-

Six lines . 
No waiting. 

The Western Recorder has expanded its capacity to receive church newspages via mo~em on Monday mornings. 
With ·six high-speed lines, in addition to access via the Internet or CompuServe, 

that means your church has six more reasons to publish its weekly or monthly newsletter 
in conjunction with the Recorder. E-mail us your newspage as -late as Monday morning, 

and we'll print it Monday night and have it in the homes of your members as early as Wednesday. 
All for less than the cost of sending a postcard. 

Put the church's computer equipment to good use, while still saving money 
through the Recorder's church newspage plan. Doesn't matter how far away from Louisville you live, 

_we're as close as your computer and phone line. 

Call (502) 244-6473 today for a personal consultation. 
We're waiting to hear from you, because we don't want you to be caught waiting 

on·,'a Jess efficient means of communication. 

WESTERNRECORDBI 
Practical Resources for Christian Living 
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