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Changes for Texas?

o A committee

; recommends the Baptist
: @eneral Convention of

- = Texas publish its own
Sunday school material.

Page 2.

Women’s ordination
Muhlenberg Association
voted to bar churches
that ordain women.
Page 3.

Editorial
Conflicting views on
Communion. Page 5.
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Sports ministry

Youth from a Kentucky

church recently attended
a camp in Baltimore to
learn to conduct sports
clinics. Page 7.

Books

“How to Increase Giving
in Your Church” and
“Practical Praying” are
among the books
reviewed this week.
Page 12.
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| Db L'hristianity
& hone-crushing

tackles mix?

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standa__rd

DALLAS (ABP)—Flamboy-
ant sports star Deion Sanders’
much-publicized decision to be-
come a Christian has sparked a
debate: Will his devotion to Jesus
turn “Prime Time,” as he is
known, into Deion meek and
mild? - '

Don’t count on it, warn four
Texas football legends who also
happen to be Christians.

“There isn’t any question that
you can be a Christian and be a
football player,” said Tom Lan-
dry, an All-Pro defensive back
for the New York Giants and
longtime head coach of the Cow-
boys.

Any insinuation to the con-
trary is “absolutely ridiculous,”
added Bill Glass, a Baylor Uni-
versity standout who played de-
fensive end for 12 seasons with
the Cleveland Browns in their
glory years. .

“I was always irritated, from
the time I was in college and es-
pecially in pro ball, by the infer-
ence that you’re a weakling if
you’re a Christian,” Glass re-
_called. »

_ Butsince Sanders, a two-sport ,
professional athlete who plays
baseball for the Cincinnati Reds
-and football for the Dallas Cow-
boys, recently announced he had
turned to Christ, Spirit-inspired
softness has been a recurring
theme of media reports. :

- Can an athlete be a good
_Christian and still excel inavio-
lent sport?
“This question i is as old as the
game of football,” answered

- Grant Teaff, forme‘r,Baylor coach
who now directs the American
Football Coaches Assocxatlon in

- Waco, Texas. = .

El See Can Sanders . page 8

‘Celebrate Life’ stlll strong after 25 years

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

After seven or eight years of seek-
ing fame and fortune as an actor in
New York City, Ragan Courtney
wrote and starred in a play that opened
on Broadway. One week later, the
play closed, and he was devastated.

He immediately went to the Car-
ibbean island of Antigua to rest and
collect his thoughts. While there, he
became so depressed he decided to kill
himself. :

“I thought I would swim out into
the Caribbean as far as I could and that
would be it,” he recalled. “But as I
started to step out into the ocean, I re-
membered all the childhood songs I

~ had been taught—even ‘Jesus Loves

Me’—and realized I was about to
throw away something God thought
was so worthwhile he gave his Son to
save.”

It had been a dark, gray day, but at
that moment the clouds broke and the
young actor looked up to see a bril-
liant sunset.

“I began to weep,”
he explained. “I had
been a nominal Chris-
tian. I knew there was a
Jesus and a God and a
devil. I knew about
Jesus, but somehow I \
didn’t know him. I be- |- “'_ -
came a Christian at that +—
point in my life, by my- -
self, praying outloud to -
God.”

Courtney, who had
been raised in a Baptist
church in Louisiana, walked up out of
the water a “newborn creature,” he
said. “I realized that what had hap-
pened to me was I had been born
again.” .

He immediately sat down and put
his discovery into words on paper:
“He’s the wind I soar on; He’s the
grass I run through; He’s the one I turn
to when I have to laugh or cry. He’s
the light of my world; He’s my price-
less pearl; He’s my answer to why,
he’s my friend even after I die. He’s
the sun I sing in; He’s the sea I swim

A PULPIT MUSICAL/DRAMA

CELEBRATE LIFE!

BOOK (\Nn LYRle BY RAGAN COURTNEY

A A x NDN
VYA

MUSIC BY BURYL RED

in; He’s the mountain I climb to
when I want to reach a new high.
Jesus my Lord.”

Courtney returned to New York
and: a short time later was asked by
the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board to write the drama and lyrics
for a new youth musical to be called
“Celebrate Life.” He was to collabo-
rate with Buryl Red, a composer trans-
planted from Arkansas Baptist roots
to New York City.

The words Courtney had penned
with water-soaked hands that day of
his conversion became the opening
O See After 25 years ..., page 10

MAY | PLAY? A young boy watches over a fence as Crosspoint activities begin at Harbor Heights Park in Baltimore. Youth from First
Baptist Church of Williamsburg were among the groups who were taught to use sports clinics to share their Christian Faith. Story on

page 7. (BP photo by Jim Veneman)

Churches can minister to latchkey children

By Ken Camp
Baptist General Convention of Texas

WACO, Texas (ABP)—The Bib-

lical mandate to care for those who

cannot care for themselves extends
to latchkey children, said a church
and community ministries director.

Jana Young of Dallas Baptist.

Association admitted that not all
churches can offer full-scale pro-
grams for young children who must
spend part of their days at home
alone.

Still, she sald any church can
help working parents. She offered
these suggestions for churches of
any size:

B Volunteer. Donate time to alo-

cal elementary school or middle
school. Read to young children or
help a child in a remedial class with

B AL

his assignments.

B Befriend a single parent. In-
clude the child of a single parent in
family outings to a museum or ball
game. “Involve men from the
church to provide positive male role
models for children in single-parent
homes,” Young added. g

B Open the church library. Rath-
er than locking it up six .days a week,
make the church library available as
an after-school study hall for chil-
dren who may have no other quiet,
private place to complete their
homework. If a church offers tutor-
ing, do it in the library where refer-
ence books and tables are available.

M Teach a hobby class. “Some
common skills of the past are be-
coming lost arts,” Young said. Se-
nior adults or homemakers could
teach crocheting, embroidery, sew-

ing, cooking or woodworking to
children whose parents may never
teach those crafts.

B Help families before school.
Make the church available as a drop-
off for children whose parents have
to report to work early. Offer the
children a breakfast snack, a brief
devotional, a ride to school and the

~assurance that caring Christian

adults will be praying for them.

“There are probably senior adults
in your church who are up every
morning by five o’clock,” Young
said. “There are parents who have
to be at work before the school day
begins who need a place to take their
children. There are church vans that
could be used to take those children
from the church to the school.
There’s got to be some way to put.
all those things together.”

Student prayer
event Sept. 17

Teenagers worldwide are ex-
pected to gather at school flag-
6/a am Sept. 17 for

mformatlon and results
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Mohler calis for
‘deadly seriousness’

LOUISVILLE (BP)—
”Deadly seriousness” is
the manner in which
both professors and
students should
undertake the task of
theological education,
declared President Al
Mobhler in an Aug. 26
address at Southern

- Baptist Theological

lzognli- Semimary.

Preaching from 1
Corinthians 4:1-12 on
the gravity of the
ministry and theological
education, Mohler led
the seminary community
in the annual
convocation service to
begin the academic year.
During the convocation,
newly tenured faculty
signed the “Abstract of
Principles,” the
seminary’s confession of
faith adopted as a part of
its original charter in
1858. The occasion-was
made even more
noteworthy-by the
signature of T. Vaughn
Walker, professor of
black church studies, as
the first African-
American to sign the
document.

"BAPTISTS

Texas committee calls for publishing new Iiterature

DALLAS (ABP)—A Texas Bap-
tist committee is recommending that
the state convention publish its own
church literature emphasizing Texas
missions and Baptist distinctives.

The material could supplement or
replace products of the Southern Bap-
tist Sunday School Board, which the
committee claims are increasingly
geared and marketed toward a non-
Baptist audience.

The 20-page report of a commit-
tee named to study “efficiency and
effectiveness” of the Baptist General
Convention of Texas calls for in-
creased emphasis on reaching the

| state’s growing non-Christian popu-

lation. i

A huge population influx has
turned the traditional Baptist strong-
hold from “the missions base” to “a
mission field,” the committee report-
ed. The unchurched population of
Texas is greater than the total popula-
tion in 42 of 50 states and in 143 coun-
tries.

To address the growing un-
churched population, the report calls
on Texas Baptists to magnify multi-
cultural and family ministries, theo-
logical education and “partnership
missions,” involving volunteers to
travel abroad for hands-on interna-
tional missions experience.

It also notes that growing numbers
of people who join Texas Baptist
churches come from non-Baptist
backgrounds. They need “literature
that is rooted in Scripture, that empha-
sizes missions and that honors Bap-
tist distinctives and history,” the report
adds. But it notes, “It is unrealistic to
expect such material from those who
must provide for the entire nation and
who increasingly focus on a non-Bap-
tist market,” an apparent reference to
material produced by the Sunday
School Board. é

The committee recommends “that
literature and other resources for Sun-

day school, discipleship training, mis-
sions organizations and other Bible
study groups be developed as either a
supplement to existing materials or a
substitute for existing materials.”

It urges that the literature “provide
information on Baptist missions (with
a special emphasis on Texas mis-
sions), Baptist distinctives, steward-
ship, ethics and other subjects.” And
it calls for the literature to be deliv-
ered “as inexpensively and soon as
possible.”

Jimmy Draper, president of the
Sunday School Board, objected to
parts of the Texas report.

“While the report does not specif-
ically name the Sunday School Board,
it suggests that the best possible bibli-
cally based materials to meet the needs
of Texas Baptists cannot be provided
by a national entity. We take excep-
tion to that,” he said in a prepared
statement. “We have the ability to cus-
tomize resources for a geographical
area such as Texas and even for indi-
vidual churches.”

“The report also suggests, without
naming us, that we are ‘increasingly’
focusing on a non-Baptist market,”
Draper continued. “That is not accu-
rate. Serving Southern Baptist church-
es is our No. 1 priority. Our conserva-
tive, biblically based materials, includ-
ing their references to Southern Bap-
tists, are increasingly appealing to
non-Baptist churches because they are
relevant to life needs, high in value
and quality, and assist churches in
making disciples better than any oth-
er resources available.”

The full efficiency and effective-
ness report will come as a recommen-
dation at the state convention’s annu-
al meeting Nov. 10-11 in Austin.

The committee clusters its recom-
mendations for convention messen-
gers in five categories: ministry to
families, multi-cultural ministries,
theological education, partnership

missions and “biblically based, Tex-
as-focused literature.”

Among specific recommendations,
the report calls for the state conven-
tion to:

I Appoint missionaries for out-
reach to different cultural groups, es-
pecially in cities.

§ Emphasize multicultural hirings
for staffs of the state convention and
agencies.

8 Develop programs of theological
education for lay church members and
ministers unable to attend seminary.

0 Establish a system to permit “lay
envoys” to be trained to minister on
international mission fields.

B Expand partnership missions to
include not only the SBC’s Interna-
tional and North American Mission
boards but also the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship and Baptist World Al-
liance.

B Explore membership in the Bap- -
tist World Alliance, an organization of

‘national Baptist bodies worldwide.

§ Affirm the convention as “an
autonomous body which will support
mission causes in Texas, the nation
and the world” and will “cooperate
reciprocally with organizations and
affiliations that complement its mis-

Dilday to be nominated

sion and its statement of purpose.”

The study’s context includes
Southern Baptist Convention develop-
ments that have left many Texas Bap-
tists feeling disenfranchised, said
BGCT President Charles Wade.

“There’s no question Texas Bap-
tists have seen what has happened in
the SBC and said this won’t happen
in Texas,” he said. “We’re going to
protect Texas from a control mentali-
ty. We’re going to do our very best to
maintain an openness to every Texas
Baptist who wants to participate and
help. We’re going to do our best to
see that everybody has a part.”

Even in that context, the commit-
tee’s report does not conflict with the
SBC, Wade added.

“This document says we are not in
opposition to the SBC,” he said. “We
want the SBC to do what it does as
well as it can. We’re not in opposition
to the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship.
We’re willing to help them where we
can.
“‘But Texas Baptists will go their
own way. We’ll work with those who
want to work with us, but we will not
be held hostage to the demands of
those who would tell us how we must
operate.”

Professor who cited censorship faces termination

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—A faculty
member whe accused Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary of academic censorship in a
recent book has been removed permanently from
classroom duties and faces firing, faculty sources
say.
Jeff Pool, an assistant professor of systematic

theology at the seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, .
was not in classes when the fall semester opened
Aug. 25. Pool was scheduled to teach four
courses, which now are being taught by graduate
students or other faculty.

According to faculty members, Pool was

. barred from teaching courses at the last minute

by administrators angry over “Sacred Mandates
of Conscience,” a book released this summer
examining the Southern Baptist Convention's
“Baptist Faith and-Message” doctrinal statement.

Both Pool and Tommy Lea, dean of the
seminary’s School of Theology, declined to talk
about the particular aspects of the case. Both
confirmed attorneys for Southwestern and for
Pool were negotiating a resolution to the
situation.

“All | really can say is that I'm not out (of the
classroom) because | requested to be out,” Pool
said.

But several colleagues on the faculty
confirmed that seminary administrators, in a letter
to Pool earlier this summer, threatened to fire the
professor, then sought instead to deny him
tenure. Either way, Pool is not expected to return
to the classroom, according to the faculty
sources, who, fearing reprisal, spoke only on the
condition of anonymity.

The book that apparently instigated
Southwestern’s action contains articles Pool

~ originally edited for an issue of the seminary’s

Southwestern Journal of Theology last year.
Claiming Pool’s use of authors identified as
“moderates” would alienate trustees and other
conservative SBC leaders, seminary
administrators suspended the journal.

Pool turned to Smyth and Helwys Publishing
in Macon, Ga., which published the rejected
articles in a book that made its official debut at
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship’s annual
generai assembly in June. s

in a preface to the book, Pool decried the
seminary’s refusal to publish the journal as

“academic censorship.” Seminary officials denied

the censorship charge, noting they waived rights
to the rejected articles and returned them to the
authors.

“We received a call there is a bomb in Gilead!”
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KENTUCKY

Association votes to ban churches with ordained women

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

MUHLENBERG COUNTY—
- The name of an ordained woman will
be stricken from an already published
Book of Reports for Muhlenberg
County Baptist Association, and the
church where the woman is a mem-
ber has one year to come in line with
“the position of the association” or be
removed from membership.

During the association’s annual
meeting Aug. 28 at Cedar Grove Bap-
tist Church, messengers dealt for the
second time this year with concerns
about First Baptist Church of Drakes-
boro. Angie Flack, the wife of pastor
David Flack, is an ordained pastoral
counselor.

She was ordained by a North Caro-
lina church several years before she
and her husband moved to Drakes-
boro. The Drakesboro congregation
knew of her ordination and has sup-

ported her ministry as a pastoral coun- -

selor, although she holds no official
position with the church.

When the association gathered in-
formation for its 1996 Book of Re-
ports, the Drakesboro church listed
Angie Flack under the category of
“Ordained Ministers Other than Pas-
tors.” David Flack said not to list his
wife’s name there would have been
untruthful.

However, when the association
published her name in the book, which
was distributed at last year’s annual
meeting, several pastors began a cam-
paign to have the Drakesboro church
removed from the association.

The issue first came to a head Jan.
21, when a motion was presented to
the association’s executive board to
oust the church. At that time, the mod-
erator ruled that a two-thirds vote
would be necessary to remove a
church. The motion to expel Drakes-
boro received a simple majority of
support but not the required two-thirds
majority.

The matter continued to simmer
. during the next seven months, with
churches on both sides of the issue
withholding contributions to the asso-
ciation and one church leaving the
association in protest of the way wom-
en are treated. Muhlenberg Associa-
tion does not allow women to serve
as messengers.

Revival helps

By Ken Walker :
State Correspondent '

CLINTON—While the number
of conversions was small, Charles
Blair said the highlight of West Ken-
tucky Baptist Association’s recent
revival was stirring cooperation
among churches.

“Counting people who put up the
tent, parking attendants, choir and
ushers, we had about 100 volunteers
and averaged 300 (in attendance) ev-
ery night,” said Blair, director of mis-
sions for the three-county association.
“That’s the real story to this event.”

Held Aug. 17-21 in the Fulton
County town of Cayce, it was the first
of three annual revivals that will be
held in each county of the association.

In the opening session of the Aug.
28 meeting, a motion was presented
by Carl Nelson, pastor of Roland
Memorial Baptist Church of Green-
ville. His three-part motion asked that:

(1) the association “affirm its stand .

against the ordination of women”; (2)
the name of Angie Flack “be stricken
from the minutes of the 1996 annual
meeting and all churches be notified
to amend their copies”; and (3) that
no name of an ordained woman be
listed in the minutes of an annual
meeting in the future.

Nelson explained that his motion
was “not directed to any one church”
but was an attempt to help the associ-
ation “make a strong stand against
women’s ordination.” :

Immediately after Nelson’s motion
was made, Tony McCall, pastor of
Nelson Creek Baptist Church in Cen-
tral City, offered an amendment. The
-amendment had two parts: (1) that any
church that “goes against the position
of the association in the future on the
ordination of women” automatically
lose membership in the association;
(2) that First. Baptist Church of
Drakesboro be placed under watch-
care status for one year, and then be
removed from the association if the
church has not “met the position of the
association.”

McCall urged messengers to
“stand for the word of the Lord” and
not tolerate the ordination of women.
“This is not that I may bully or push
my personal convictions on-you, but
to bring healing to this episode that has
divided us,” he said.

Another messenger asked McCall
to define “the position of the associa-
tion” as used in his amendment.

“We as an association have always
in the past disagreed with the ordina-
tion of women,” McCall responded.

Bob Kubasch, pastor of Mace-
donia Baptist Church, spoke in favor
of McCall’s amendment, explaining
that the association has “no right to
dictate to that church” but that the
church has no right to “force on this
association” tolerance for the ordina-
tion of women.

Tolerating a church with an or-
dained woman could lead to other
problems such as acceptance of ho-
mosexuals and divorced pastors, Kub-
asch said.

Allen Black, pastor of Martwick

Baptist Church, spoke against the

amendment, which he said was “iry-
ing to establish a creed we must fol-
low in order to be an association.”

“Each church is free to do its work
without interference,” he said. If the
amendment is passed, “not only does
Drakesboro lose its autonomous sta-
tus, but so do all the other churches.”

James Shutt, pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church in Central City, then
spoke in favor of the amendment. “To
stand for something does no good
unless we’re willing to do something
about it when a violation occurs,” he
said. :

“This is a biblical issue,” he add-
ed. “A member church has gone on
record ... saying they support the or-
dination of women. The Bible does

not teach the ordination or call of

women.”

- After Shutt’s comments, someone
called for the vote on the amendment.
David Flack asked for a roll-call vote.
Moderator Leroy Rearden ruled that
could not be done because he didn’t
have a list of messengers. Instead,
Rearden said, the vote would be tak-
en by secret ballot.

While a tellers committee counted
the vote on the amendment, the over-
flow crowd of messengers and visi-
tors sang “Oh, How I Love Jesus” and
Rearden led a prayer.

Rearden then reported that the
amendment had passed, with 126
votes in faver and 100 in opposition.
He declared a simple majority vote
was all that was required.

Debate then began on the original
motion as amended.

Bob Lowery, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Central City, spoke
against the motion.

‘While noting that he never would
support the ordination of women in his
own church, the association must al-
low churches the right to make their
own decisions, Lowery argued.

“I fear we strain at gnats,” he said.
“We’re talking about striking some-
body’s name out of a Book of Reports.
I thought our job was to make sure
names are written in the Book of
Life.”

Shutt then spoke in favor of the
motion, arguing that “if we’re going
to do one thing today we ought to do
itall. ... Let’s go ahead and finish the
J 0 .!’

David Flack spoke against the
motion. “Certain men are attempting
to control churches in Muhlenberg
County Baptist Association,” he
warned. “This vote decides whether
to allow a few pastors in the associa-
tion to control your church.”

Messengers should see that the
Drakesboro ‘church isn’t the only
church threatened, he said. “This vote
will end nothing. It will only begin the
process of who’s next.”

Flack noted that Muhlenberg As-
sociation is one of “only four or five”
among the 78 associations that relate
to the Kentucky Baptist Convention
which will not allow women to serve
as messengers. “Are we really proud
of that?” he asked.

Loud shouts of “Amen!” erupted
from many of the male pastors and
messengers.

A ballot vote was again taken.
While it was counted, Director of
Missions Ken Abbott preached the
annual missions sermon, emphasizing
the importance of the association in
Baptist life, the autonomy of the local
church and the urgency of fulfilling
the Great Commission.

After Abbott’s message, Rearden
reported that the motion had passed,
with 136 votes in favor and 93 against.
Again, only a simple majority vote
was necessary, he ruled.

Messengers from four churches
asked that the minutes record their
votes in opposition to the motion: First
Baptist Church of Greenville, -First
Baptist Church of Drakesboro, Mar-
twick Baptist Church and First Bap-
tist Church of Central City.

After the meeting, David Flack
said he did not know what action his
church would take next. However, the
congregation remains supportive of
his ministry and of Angie Flack’s min-
istry, he said.

About 20 mémbers of the Drakes-
boro church were present. Many lined
up to speak to and hug Angie Flack,
who had not been able to speak in her
own defense because as a woman she
was not allowed to be a messenger.

“] am saddened that the association
has chosen to compromise their integ-
rity by adopting this motion,” David
Flack said, explaining that striking his
wife’s name from last year’s Book of
Reports is a blow against truth and a
revision of history.

unite 3 counties, director of missions says

Next year’s meeting will be in the
Hickman County town of Clinton.
Carlisle County is the host in 1999.

This effort grew from a desire by
Andy Martin, pastor of West Hickman
Baptist Church, to see area Kentucky
Baptist churches sponsor a crusade,
Blair said. It was the first association-
wide rally since 1981. ;

The association’s executive com-
mittee and evangelism director David
Gossum agreed the best way to pro-
ceed was holding one in each county,
with host churches planning the re-
spective revivals.

These three are preliminaries to the
“Celebrate Jesus 2000” simultaneous
revivals set for the turn of the centu-
ry. Blair said materials for that event
from the Kentucky Baptist Conven-

tion helped spark participants’ imagi-
nations.

‘While most volunteers came from
churches in Fulton County, others
took part, he added.

Large contingents came on Sunday
and Wednesday nights from several
congregations outside the county, and
Leland King of Bardwell Baptist
Church in Carlisle County led the
music.

The association’s children’s and
youth choirs performed, as did
“Hands of Praise,” a sign language
ensemble directed by Melanie Martin
of West Hickman Baptist and Pastor
Hershell Spears of Mount Carmel
Baptist Church.

Bob Morrison, director of missions
for Little Bethel Baptist Association,

preached each evening. Two people
accepted Christ as their personal Sav-
ior and 15 others made various com-

‘mitments, such as to go on short-term

mission trips.

Aside from those decisions, Blair
said there was tremendous value in the
area’s relatively small churches com-
ing together.

“When you have 30, 40 or 50 in
church and two or three youth, you
can get the feeling, “We’re all by our-
selves.” It’s good for them to see there
are others who feel the same way they
do.”

He said he expects more churches
and people to get involved next year,
including independent and African-
American congregations. “We have
good fellowship with folks.”
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B Musicians Dick and
Mel Tunney will sing at
Lyndon Baptist Church
Monday, Sept. 15, at 7
p.m. to benefit victims of
the spring floods.
Tickets cost $10 per
person, with proceeds
going to the Kentucky
Interchurch Disaster
Recovery program. For
more information, call
(502) 425-7150

H Bonnie Moore, a
1997 summer staff
member at Ridgecrest
(N.C.) Baptist
Conference Center and a
student at Campbellsville
College, received a
Holcomb Scholarship in
recognition of
outstanding service in
the preschool area.
Holcomb scholarships

| are given annually to

staff at Glorieta (N.M.)
and Ridgecrest
Conference Centers and
are named in honor of -
the late T. L. Holcomb;,
president of the Baptist
Sunday School Board,
1935-53. Moore is a
member of Palestine
Baptist Church of
Campbellsville.
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necessarily those of the
Western Recorder’s staff and
directors.

Directors: Bill Thurman,
Lexington, chairman; Rusty
Ellison, Louisville, vice
chairman; Jim Abgrnathy,
Covington, secretary; Laura
Beville, Bowling Green; Mark
Boes, Cecilia; Tom Curry,
Louisville; Mike Harmon,
Princeton; Frank Hatfield,
Shepherdsville; Barry
Howard, Corbin; June B.
Rice, Paintsville; Kenneth
Wells, Somerset; Charles
Midkiff, Greenville.

‘Egoistic exclusivism’

Bill Streich, the trustee of the
North American Mission Board who
made the motion that any employee
of that organization attending the
Reconciliation ‘97 conference
should be fired because they would
be mixing with Catholics and Chris-
tians of other denominations (Aug.
19, page 5) reflects the egoistic ex-
clusivism of our Southern Baptist
Conventioncrats. They even practice
the same policy toward their own
brothers and sisters in
the Baptist faith as seen
in their attitude and ac-
tion against the Coop-
erative Baptist Fellow-
ship.

This spirit of nar-
rowness and self-cen-
teredness is expressed
in the old Calvinistic .
Baptist hymn: “We are
the Lord’s elected few,
Let all the rest be
damned; There’s room enough in
hell for you; We won’t have heaven
crammed.”

Henlee Barnette
Louisville

Article questioned

I am writing concerning the arti-
cle “Calvinist Speakers defend ‘lim-
ited atonement’ belief” (Aug. 5,
page 2). As one who attended that
conference, I was disturbed by the

-presentation in the Recorder.

The first thing that disturbed me
was the tone of the article. It was
presented as a news report and yet
its whole tone was editorial and
opinion-based. The tone was contro-
versial and the piece presented the
conference as if “limited atonement”
was the main topic discussed.

The major topic of the confer-
ence was revival. Much of the arti-
cle was devoted to dissecting and

‘spot-printing Fred Malone’s and

Phil Newton’s sermons and nothing

was said about the wonderful .
preaching by Ian Murray (the main -

speaker) and others. Nothing was
said about the prayer rooms being
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absolutely full of people fervently.

seeking God for revival.

The second thing that disturbed
me was the falseness of some state-
ments in the article. It is not true that
all or even most Calvinists believe
that “God also predestined some
people for damnation.” It is not true
that Calvinism “runs directly oppo-
site the prevailing ‘whosoever-will-
may-come belief of most contempo-
rary Southern Baptists.”

I believe every person who was
on the program practices the free
offer of the gospel in-
discriminately. One of
the books most highly
recommended by
speakers and leaders

verses Hyper-Calvin-
ism,” by Ian Murray, a
book that defends the
free offer of the gospel
in a most enthusiastic

way.
Michael G. Morrow
Paducah

change happened

September promotion time re-
minds me how important Royal Am-
bassador boys are and how influen-
tial they can be.

Almost 11 years ago, Andy Ar-
baugh and Wade Denton asked me
why it was that they were in a seventh
grade class in junior high but were
“stuck” in sixth grade classes at
church. As their 24-year-old RA lead-
er at Highview Baptist Church in Lou-
isville, I said I didn’t know but would
find out. Church leaders told me they
promoted all classes in October, in

concurrence with the convention. The -

official Southern Baptist Convention
calendar annually scheduled Sunday

. school preparation week ending the

first Sunday in October.
In continuing my search for an an-
swer, I wrote the Sunday School

- Board. A department director prompt-

ly responded, citing five reasons for
an October promotion date. The last
and seemingly strongest reason was
that it was compatible with the litera-

. ture quarters. Understanding the cost

alike was “Spurgeon.

efficiency of promoting at the begin-
ning of a literature quarter, I realized
the only way the annual promotion
date would be changed would have to
include changing the literature quar-
ters.

So, as a Northeast Park Church
messenger to the 1991 SBC in Atlan-
ta, I moved that both occur. This mo-
tion was referred to the Sunday School
Board. Several people told me it
would never happen because “it’s al-
ways been that way.”

The rest in now history.

The new seasonal quarterly litera-
ture and September promotion dem-
onstrates the board is open to innova-

tion and how local churches, through -

their messengers, comprise the pinna-
cle in our denominational structure.
We also should. not forget. to credit
RAs and their questions.

J.D. Strouth

Fight TV filth

The fall television season is about
to begin. I believe it is time for us to
gather together and arm ourselves for
the fight of the century: a Christian
value system. Surely I am not alone
in wishing to confront the immorali-
ty, misguided values, filthy language
and distorted precepts which are in-
fluencing our minds.

Through series of letters to the ed-
itor, letters, phone calls and other
methods of contacting advertisers and
distributors of programming, we must
make a stand for a godly value sys-
tem in what we watch and read. This
will need to be an ongoing campaign
done by you and me, as we are respon-
sible for what our children and grand-
children see and hear. It’s time to stop
thinking someone else will do the
work to stop the filth.

Let your views and comments be
made known concerning these issues.
The only way we can do this is to start

speaking up, now. We must develop
-a “do-it-ourselves” mindset to protect

and guard our children and grandchil-

dren from the enemy of distorted val-
ues and unnatural lifestyles.

Frances Carroll

Paducah

Wili she have any stars in her crown?

By Marv Knox

“Molly, do you want to go to out-
reach visitation with me?” I asked our
10-year-old. “You might win another
star in-your crown if you go.”

“What’s a star in my crown?” my
daughter asked, driving a daggerright

- through the 1956 Baptist Hymnal, if
- not through my heart.

Obviously, the
child never has sung
the old standby, sung a
million times by the faithful durmg
Sunday evening worship services:
“Will there be any stars, any stars in
my crown?”

Undoubtedly, she hasn’t heard that
“When We All Get to Heaven” (What

a day of rejoicing that will be!), ev-:

erybody Up There will be wearing
crowns. And we’ll know who the mis-
‘sionaries, Woman’s Missionary
Union presidents and Sword Drill
winners were by the vast number of
stars (or maybe diamonds) Jesus will

WESTERN RECORDER Ml SEPTEMBER 2, 1997 |

COMMENTARY

have affixed to their crowns.
You see, my kids—like zillions of
Baptist children and teens today—are

missing a significant spiritual dimen- .
_ sion because they’re not growing up

on the great old hymns we sang in the
halcyon days of my youth.

It’s like church historian Bill Le-
onard observed: “We’ve gotan entire
generation that doesn’t
know how to raise
_their Ebenezer.” The
_ opening line of the sec-
ond stanza of “Come, Thou Fount of
Every Blessing” proudly proclaims,

* “Here I raise mine Ebenezer, hither by

thy help I’ve come.”

Back in the glory days of hymn-
singing—when we knew, and sang,
all five verses of “Just As T Am” ump-
teen times at every altar call—kids
learned most of their theology from
the hymnbook.

For example, we knew without a
doubt that “there’s power, power,
wonder-working power in the blood

of the Lamb.”

There were melodies within our
hearts because Jesus, Jesus, Jesus was
the sweetest name we knew.

Even if we couldn’t exactly explain -

the Trinity, we knew to the bottom of
our vocal chords that it was “Holy,

‘Holy, Holy.” And if we couldn’t un-

derstand some of the things we felt
about the Lord, we anticipated that

“bye and bye, when the morning

comes, ... we will understand it bet-
ter, bye and bye.”

Don’t go thinking I’'m a praise-
chorus curmudgeon. Times have
changed, and praise choruses reach
the souls of countless people. I even
like some of them.

But I just can’t help thinking that
kids like mine need a steady, balanced
diet of solid hymns. When I was a kid,
most of us memorized far more hymn
stanzas than Bible verses.

And we were blessed by them.
They put stars in our crowns.

Marv Knox is associate editor of the

Texas Baptist Standard and former editor
of the Western Recorder

Evansville, Ind.
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your quesuons about
- chxldren, teens, marriage, singles
~.or_aging to “Family Forum,”
~ Western Recorder, Box 43969,
"Lomsvxlle, Ky. 40253.




OPINION

HE SAID/SHE SAID

Sing unto the Lord a new song,
but please don’t make us laugh

Music evokes powerful memories for
SHESAID me. | can hear a few bars of a song and
| be transported back to another time
immediately.

Just reading some of the lyrics to
“Celebrate Life” in this issue of the
Recorder brought back the memory of
my youth group in Albuquerque, N.M. |
can see and hear those teenage guys
(half of whom | had a crush on) singing
“He’s the wind | soar on ...” And | see
the face of our music minister who
taught me music can be a powerful ministry.

Harold Walker made sure the notes were right and taught
us the correct way to sing. But he also pointed out the
message of the music. He encouraged us to sing with our
hearts as well as our voices. And he made us laugh.

Different music ministers have introduced me to a wide
variety of church music. I've learned you can worship
through them all.

Music also can be just plain fun.

| grew up on a steady diet of musicals outside the
church—from “The Sound of Music” and “Oklahoma” to
“Fiddler on the Roof.” “The Sound of Music” is still my all-
time favorite movie musical. I'm a sucker for good, simple
tunes and a happy ending.

Music often touches my soul like nothing else can. | think
God uses music to reach us on a different level. It convicts
us, uplifts us, causes us to reflect, brings us to a state of
worship. No wonder David wrote his reflections, praises and
complaints as songs.

HESAID

Alison Wingfield

Music does make wonderful
contributions to our lives, but it also can
be the source of great humor—
especially at church.

Grady Nutt taught many of us as
teenagers, college or seminary students
to play “Second Hymn.” It’s a game you
play when you're bored stiff in a church
service. One person selects a hymn title
from the hymnal, and then the second
person finds an appropriate hymn title to
match with it. For éxample, “In the
Garden” and “Oh, Why Not Tonight?”

Sometimes the humor at church comes because people
are so predictable. When | was a kid, one layman in our
church always substituted when the music minister was
away. And every time he substituted we would sing
“Whosoever Meaneth Me.” | guess this stuck in my mind as a
child because | always wondered which whosoever was going
to be meaneth to me.

Other times the humor is the result of unpredictability: the
soloist whose spirit is far sweeter than the sounds she .
produces, the choir that gets lost halfway through an anthem,
the organist who hits a really sour note loudly and right in the
middle of the pastoral prayer.

You're not a true veteran of church humor, however, until
you've had to get up and leave a service to keep from shaking
the pew with your stifled laughter. I've been there, and I'll
testify it is impossible to stop giggling once you start.

A friend recently shared a tape recording of a service
where such an experience happened to her. A well-
intentioned violinist played an offertory that would not end—
and in a style that was painful to hear.

After the first few verses, despite their best efforts to be
reverent, grown men made their way to the foyer, doubled
over in laughter. Many in the congregation grabbed for a
Bible to start reading the most sobering passage they could
find as an antidote to their giggles. i

We Baptists may not be charismatics, but no one can ever
accuse us of not knowing how to shake a pew. '

Mark Wlngfield

3

Why Baptist babies don’t take GOmmunion

While the lines between Christian faiths are blur-
ring today more than ever before, in some respects
Baptist distinctives are coming into sharper contrast
against the beliefs of other denominations.

This is the era in which evangelicals and Catholics
are working together, in which politics of both the left
and right have united new affinity groupings that tran-
scend all denominational lines. For example, ultra-
conservative Baptists often seem to have more in com-
mon with ultra-conservative Presbyterians,

- to explain the difference in views on Communion. Yet

the difference represented here is of enormous pro-
portions. ‘ ,

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America—
like Roman Catholics and most mainline Protestant
groups—emphasizes the substance of the Lord’s Sup-
per while Baptists emphasize the symbolism. Luther-
ans believe in something called consubstantiation, the
notion that the body and blood of Jesus are present

with the elements of the Lord’s Supper.
Episcopalians and Catholics than with (S]] {/i\@ Roman Catholics go a step further, with a

moderate or liberal Baptists.

Yet every once in a while we’re reminded why
those denominational lines were drawn in the first
place.

While we find unity in affirming Jesus Christ as
Lord, significant theological differences remain be-
tween Baptists and Episcopalians, Baptists and Meth-
odists, Baptists and Presbyterians, Baptists and Luth-
erans, Baptists and Catholics. To those who take their
faith seriously, these are not mere trifles.

Last month the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America began serving Communion to baptized in-
fants cradled in their parents’ arms. Paul Nelson, the
denomination’s director of worship, called this switch
“a theological reclamation of baptism as full entry into
the life of the church.”

Baptists would agree with that statement, except
for the fact that Lutherans practice infant baptism.
Baptists, true to our name, believe deeply in the prac-

tice of baptism only for those who have willingly pro- .

fessed Christ as Lord. Therefore infant baptism is seen
as having no value or effect.

With its latest move, the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America has given even more weight to
the assertion that infants receive eternal insurance from
the fires of hell simply by being sprinkled at a baptis-
mal font. Such a position has absolutely no founda-
tion in Scripture.

Nor does the assertion that infants receive any ben-
efit from taking Communion.

‘While the difference between the Baptist and Luth-
eran positions on infant baptism may be more widely
understood, the average Baptist would be hard-pressed

belief called transubstantiation, which holds
that the bread and wine actually become the body and
blood of Christ. :

Baptists do not agree with either of these positions.
We see the bread and cup as symbolic reminders of
the body and blood of Christ. According to Baptist
doctrine, Communion has value not because of what
we ingest by partaking of the elements but because
the elements remind us of the body and blood of Christ
as sacrifice for sin.

Thus, to Baptists the idea of an infant taking Com-
munion is as ludicrous as an infant being baptized.
How can partaking of Communion remind an infant
of Christ’s sacrifice when the child has no capacity to
understand Christ’s sacrifice?

As Herschel Hobbs pointed out in his book titled
“What Baptists Believe,” the question of differences
in viewpoint on Communion ultimately lead back to
differences in viewpoint on baptism. “‘Christian groups
generally are agreed, that baptism must precede, the
Lord’s Supper,” he wrote..“With this Baptists agree.
The question is not Communion but baptism. What is
New Testament baptism?” »

Once you assert that baptism is intended only for
those who willingly and cognitively commit their lives
to Christ, you settle questions not only of baptism but
Communion as well.

The next time you feel fed up with your church or
denomination and flippantly assert that maybe you’ll
just become a Lutheran or-Presbyterian or Episcopa-
lian, think again. The difference may be greater than
you can believe.

— Mark Wingfield

At the tone, leave your message ...

found myself on the phone to some
large companies and institutions. My

By Carey Newman

“I have had a regular prayer time
for 15 years. It started as part of a
commitment I made during a spiri-
tual renewal weekend at my church.
Over the years I have kept adding
different things to my
devotional time—a Bi-
ble reading schedule, a
specific prayer list,
prayer guides. I have
even found myself feel- -
ing a tremendous
amount of guiit if I
didn’t pray at the same
time, in the same place
and in the same way.”
My friend looked at me
and said, “Gosh, my prayer time has
become so stale, so routine.”

Prayer certainly is a mystery.
God desires to hear from us; yet the
Bible says he knows what we need
even before we ask him. Jesus en-
dorses the regular and methodical
practice of the spiritual disciplines;
yet who can deny that the Spirit in-
side of us spontaneously cries out to

MATTERS

God? We are told that prayer is the
way to discover God’s mind and
will; yet prayer is the very way we
are to change things in our lives.
Prayer is indeed a mystery.

Several things can and should be
said about prayer.

First, there is no
such thing as wasted
prayer. All prayer is
important, and none
more important than
that offered in sinceri-
ty.

Second, there is no
secret to prayer: there is
no time more sacred than
any other; there is no
place which God deems
more special; nor are there any magic
words which will guarantee God’s at-
tention and action. There is just de-
pendence and trust upon an all-pow-
erful and merciful God.

Finally, prayer grows out of and
deepens a relationship with God. It
should never be viewed as a means to
an end. It is an end in itself.

In the last couple of weeks I have
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attempts to pierce the corporate armor
were met with stiff resistance. First, I

‘had to weave my way through the lab-

yrinth of the voice mail options. Then
I had to run the gauntlet of adminis-
trative assistants. Only when stamina
and ingenuity were applied-did I fi-
nally get to talk with the person I need-
ed. Gone, long gone, are the days of
picking up a phone and getting in con-
tact with someone else immediately.

We often complicate our attempts-
at prayer by thinking there is a certain
protocol. We should resist these ideas
that we have to do this first, this sec-
ond and so on. Notwithstanding any
number of (sometimes) helpful prac-
tices, the fact of the matter is simple:
God is always ready to listen to us.
There are no spiritual hurdles we must
first clear. We can speak to God with-
out any formal approach or even dis-
cipline.

I told my friend to dream great
dreams and pray great prayers. No
matter where we are or in what posi-
tion we find ourselves, God grants us
immediate and direct access through
prayer.



“We have public
schools that are
saying, ‘Gome
help us.’”

Gussie Tonne, Southern
Baptist Educators
Fellowship member

'| public schools that are

' how St. Paul’s Catho-

Educator: Public schools need Christian volunteers

By Linda Lawson

SBC Sunday School Board

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—Gussie
Tonne taught in public schools for 23
years, but when she talks about the
importance of Christians volunteering
their time to help children and teach-
ers, she speaks with the fervor of an
evangelist.

cation for 20 computers.

At another school, the principal
invited Westview Baptist to provide
volunteer grandparents to “‘adopt’” stu-
dents for the annual Grandparents
Day. Next, GAs and Acteens held a
lunch and Easter egg hunt for students
and their mothers. Each child received
clothes and shoes, and each mother
took home a box of gro-

“Cooperation be-
tween churches and
schools is needed to
make schools once
again  community
schools,” said Tonne, a
member of the South-
ern Baptist Educators
Fellowship. “We have

saymg, ‘Come help

Tonne described

ceries. A clothing clos-
et for students fol-
lowed, and then volun-
teers went into class-
rooms to read to the
children.

Results have includ-
ed higher student test
scores and increased in:
volvement by neigh-
borhood children and
their families in the
churches.

At Westview, the

lic Church and West-
view Baptist Church in Belleville, I11.,

have provided facilities and volunteers

for two inner-city schools.

St. Paul’s began by offering their
gym to one school so its students
could participate in the city basketball
league. Church members provided

- shoes and uniforms. Members also

assisted the parents’ association in
renovating a former crack house and
then a second building which became
a computer center after another vol-
unteer wrote-a successful grant apph-

| ’jchnstlan”youth
‘may discover
f;ne_w callmy to

children’s choir grew
from eight to 40, Tonne said. “Every
time the children sing, the parents
come to the church.” ;

Acknowledging that some admin-
istrators don’t want the public com-
ing into their schools as volunteers,
Tonne said “the community has to
help in softening up the administra-
tors.”

Christian lawyers can be a valuable
resource to educate administrators
what is and is not allowed in the
schools, she added.

Options for involvement in public
schools are only limited by creativity,
Tonne said. Suggestions include:

B Assist students with math drills.

§ Work with computers.

B Assist with research and special
projects.

B Teach music, art or sports/games
classes in schools that do not have
paid teachers for the tasks.

E Supervise playgrounds.

# Provide magazines such as Na-
tional Geographic.

§ Staff or assist in school libraries.

B Share personal experiences of
travel, world events, earlier times.

“Teachers appreciate volunteers
who can share firsthand experiences
about the Depression, World War II
or Vietnam,” Tonne said.

She also suggested that churches
offer their facilities for special events,
such as concerts. “When parents have
been in your church even for a school
event, they will think of you when
they have a spiritual need.”

Does your church playground need a checkup?

FRANKFORT—Churches with
playground equipment should take
precautions to check the equip-
ment’s safety and surroundings, ac-
cording to a Kentucky public health
department official.

“The important thing is to at-
tempt to have the playground at the
church as safe as could be expect-
ed, as it is at a school,” said Patty
Sewell, coordinator of the Kentucky
Safe Kids Coalition.

Nearly 200,000 children in
America are treated in emergency
rooms each year for playground
equipment injuries, according to
Kentucky’s Department of Public

By Dan Martin
General Baptist Convention of Texas

ARLINGTON, Texas (BP)—
Churches can flourish by linking
.adults and teens in meaningful rela-
tionships, youth ministry leader Rich-
ard Ross told youth leaders.

“Churches which open the door for
adults to move to the front lines of
-youth ministry will prosper,” predict-
ed Ross, a Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board staff member associat-
ed with the True Love 'Waits teen ab-
stinence campaign.

“Volunteers no longer want rou-
tine, administrative roles,” Ross said
during Baptist Youth Days at Six
Flags over Texas amusement park.

“They want to feel a personal call

o R e e s o ] 1th vanth
to their own minisiries with youth.

Health.

More than 70 percent of all play-

ground-related injuries involve falls
to the ground.

To ensure a church playground is
safe, the Kentucky Safe Kids Coali-
tion offered these guidelines:

i Check playground surface. As-
phalt or concrete are dangerous.
Grass and soil are better, but can
become compacted and be danger-
ous also. If well-maintained, deep
beds of shredded mulch, pea gravel
or other loose surfaces are safe, but
they must be replaced or maintained
by leveling or raking to remain so.

B Install slip-resistant surfaces on

Churches that link teens & aduits
will prosper, vouth leader predicts

These volunteers want (professional)
ministers who will train them and
open doors to them,” he said.

Many volunteers will lose interest
if they are simply helpers of profes-
sional staff ministers, Ross said.

“Teenagers are desperate for a
sense of community, and this trend
will continue to grow,” Ross added,
saying young people will be drawn to
churches that exemplify the scriptural
description of Christian fellowships:
“See how they love one another.”

Ross encouraged the leaders to di-
rect their teenagers toward service.
“Leaders who assume teenagers are
too self-centered to serve will miss an
important trend. Service projects can
be a form of outreach, and some sec-
ular groups are tapping mto this trend
beiter than some churchi

climbing and gripping handles.

B Install protective barriers
around elevated platforms.

E Paint equipment to prevent rust,
which can cause weakened struc-
tures and broken, sharp edges.

B Remove potentially hazardous
parts, such as protruding bolts or
sharp corners. Close all S-hooks
completely.

§ To prevent entrapment, make
sure the equipment has no openings
between 3.5 and 9 inches.

“The most.important thing to
consider where there are children
playing is adult supervision,” added

-Sewell.

KENTUCKY BA?YXS'T HO\{ES
FOR CHILDREN

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATOR _

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
announces a position opening for 4
Northern Kentucky Regional Administrator
to develop and manage child and family ser-

vices. Qualifications: Master’s degree in
Social Work or human services field, mini-
mum 12 years experience in child and fami-
ly services mcludm%suuervxsxon and budget
management and the ability to support the
Christian mission of the agency. Send
resume {o: ;
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
Audrey Pury
Vice President for Prog
10801 Sne!byvili
Louisville, KY 4
EOQ/AAE




Williamsburg youth conduct Baltimore sports camps y

By Terri Lackey
SBC Sunday School Board

BALTIMORE (BP)—Slum hous-
ing. Rodent-infested living quarters.
Low wages. Crime-ridden inner-city
neighborhoods. God’s mission field.

- Youth from First Baptist Church of

U2,

KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES
FOR CHILDREN

SECRETARY

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren is seeking a secretary for its
Communications Department. Re-
quires excellent clerical, computer,
communications and interpersonal
skills. Must be well organized and
pay attention to detail. High school
graduate with 2 years office experi-
ence. Excellent benefit package. Send
resumé to:

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
. Harned
10801 Shelbyville Rd.
Louisville, KY 40243

EO/AA Employer M/F

SEEKING: Growing church
seeks full-time music worship leader.
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419;
Fax: (502) 843-3434.

NEEDED: Mothers day out direc-
tor for two-days-per-week program at
Rockford Lane Baptist Church. If in-
terested, or for more information, con-
tact Ron Abrams, pastor, at (502) 447-
25915 e

SEEKING: Louisville church
seeks full-time children/preschool
minister. Experience required; gener-
ous salary and benefits. Send resumé
to: P-O. Box 221066, Louisville, KY
40222-1066.

SEEKING: Preschool teachers.
Fern Creek Baptist Child Develop-
ment Center is currently looking for
preschool and parents day out teach-
ers for the 1997-98 school year. Hours
are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. for
preschool and TT, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
for parents day out. We offer compet-
itive wages, a friendly environment
and other benefits. Please contact
Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Bames at
(502) 239-0316.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Mt. Sterhng, Ky., is seeking a full-
time minister of youth/music. Appli-
cants should send resumé to: Search

Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. -

Box 324, Mt. Sterling, K'Y 40353.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of LaCenter, Ky., is currently accept-
ing resumés for a full-time minister of
music, C/Y. Send resumé to: Person-
nel Committee, P.O. Box 239, La-
Center, KY 42056.

SEEKING: Salvisa Baptist
Church is presently searching for a
part-time minister of youth. Please
send resumé to: Personnel Commit-
tee, Salvisa Baptist Church, P.O. Box
75, Salvisa, KY 40372.

Williamsburg were among five
groups to minister and learn to con-
duct Crosspoint Christian sports clin-
ics at a training camp in Baltimore this
summer. ;

Nine Southern Baptist young
adults served as staff for Crosspoint,
a Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board-sponsored project that used
sports camps to reach unchurched
youth for Christ.

In the mornings, Crosspoint staff
trained visiting church groups how to
conduct. sports camps; in the after-
noons and evenings, trainers and train-
ees practiced what had been taught.

The training was formative for
First Baptist’s youth because many
already were active in sports, said
Doug Adkins, minister to youth and
college students

“It was important for our kids be-
cause they realized that they may not
have a talent in singing or in creative
ministry but that everyone could use
youth sports to help open a door with
kids,” he said.

The experience also gave many
students an eye-opening experience of
urban life, he added. One public area
where the sports clinics were held was
called “Needle Park” because Cross-
point staff had to scour the field to pick
up drug users’ needles, he said.

SEEKING: Baptist church in
Bowling Green looking for a part-time
minister of youth to minister to ap-
proximately 40 enrolled youth plus
scores of others not enrolled. Must be
born-again, faithful to local church
and morally upright. Send inquiry-or
resumé to: Greenwood Baptist
Church, 5165 Scottsville Road, Bowl-
ing Green, KY 42104. Telephone:
(502) 781-2378.

care or insurance, get your diabetic
supplies mailed to your home. Insu-
lin-dependent only call: (800) 337-
4144.

FOR SALE: 1970 MCI Challeng-
er 39-passenger bus.
182,995. If interested, please call
Nancy Myrick, (502) 368-0239, or
Reyv. Jacky Newton, (502) 368-5806.

SEEKING: Prison Fellowship
Ministries is seeking a full-time ad-
ministrative secretary for its Louisville
office. Requirements: two or three

years strong administrative experi-.

ence; good organizational and office
management skills; excellent commu-
nication skills; and PC proficiency
(MS Word, Excel). Database experi-
ence preferred. Send resumé to: Pris-

on Fellowship Ministries, P.O. Box

17500, Washington, D.C. 20041-
0500, Attn: Human Resources.

WANTED: Used or new portable
partitions to divide classes in fellow-
ship hall. Call Phil Potratz, (502) 241-
8534.

ANNIVERSARY: All former
staff members and friends of Chevy
Chase Baptist Church in Lexington,
Ky., are invited to attend its 50th an-
niversary celebration Sept. 27-28,
1997. There will be a reunion fellow-
ship at 7 Saturday, Sept. 27. Dinner
will be served after the morning wor-
ship service Sept. 28.

Mileage: -

The Crosspoint staff stayed in Bal-
timore nine weeks, traveling to con-
duct three-hour sports camps in sev-
en different areas that ranged from
hard-core inner city to more afﬂuent
neighborhoods.

The camps included songs and
games, sports time, Bible study, skills
training time for drama, creative rec-
reation, puppetry and sign language,
and challenge time, the final applica-
tion of relatmg the day’s events to
Jesus.

To establish relationships with the
kids, the staff visited each site at least
once a week, sometlmes two and three
times.

staff director Sandy Maddox. “With
the wealthier, we try to teach them that
being a Christian is nothing to be
ashamed of. With poorer kids, we’re
just trying to show them that we know
life is a struggle and that there is some-
one who loves them and can help
them through it—G

Adkins said students from First
Baptist already are discussing ways to
apply what they’ve learned.

“We hope to be able to do some of
those things with people in the future,
not just in our church but throughout

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: Boone’s
Creek Baptist Church, 197 Cleveland
Road, Lexington, KYY 40509.

NEEDED: Full-time secretary at
DeHaven Baptist Church, LaGrange.
WorkPerfect 6.0 skills a plus. Contact
Scott Riggs at (502) 222-9306.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth and recreation. Christian lead-

- ership training desired. Salary $150/
MEDICAL: Diabetics with Medi-

week. Resumé to: Personnel Commit-
tee, Highland Park First Baptist
Church, 7321 Billtown Road, Louis-
ville, KY 40299.

SEEKING: Interim administra-

“tive secretary. 35 hours per week.

Send biographical sketch or resumé
to: Long Run Baptist Association,
2722 Crittenden Dr., Louisville, KY
40209.

SEEKING: First Baptist, Win-
chester, is seeking a full-time minis-
ter of education and youth. Send re-
sumé to: Personnel Committee, First
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 113, Win-
chester, KY 40392.

FOR SALE: 15-year-old Kimball
organ; perfect condition. Nine pedals
on floor, two keyboards, 20 accom-
paniments. Will deliver. $500, make
offer. Call (502) 367-8810 anytime.

SEEKING: Preschool director for
Rainbow Nursery School of West
Broadway Baptist Church. Competi-
tive pay with flexible hours. For more
information contact the church office:
(502) 491-1920, or send resumé to
8420 Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY
40220.

- SEEKING: Wonderful opportuni-
ty for minister of music and youth at
a well-established Southern Baptist
church with a large family life center.
Qualified persons with experience
please send resumé to: P.O. Box 3705,
Highway 266, Corydon, KY 42406.

“The wealthxer-class chlldren re-
quire a different type of ministry than -
the poorer children,” said Crosspoint -

our whole county,” he said. “Several
of them commented that they would

love to work with Crosspomt in the
future.”

Relationship-building is what the
whole project is about, said Ellen
Udavich of Baltimore Baptist Asso-
ciation. :

“It’s about meeting unchurched
kids, building relationships with those
kids, building relationships with their
families and then getting a chance to
share Jesus. We just have to keep talk-
ing and loving and modeling.”

With additional reporting by News

‘Director David Winfrey

' CLASSIFIED ADS ' |

FOR SALE: 1989 Chevrolet 15-

passenger van. Fully loaded, excellent
condition, less than 30,000 actual
miles. Asking $8,000. Call after 6 p.m.
(606) 267-2503 or 267-3091.

SEEKING: Terrill Road Baptist
Church of Scotch Plains, N.J., is seek-
ing a minister of education and stu-
dents. The church ministers in a sub-
urban town of 25,000, 25 miles west
of New York City. Having recently
celebrated our 30th anniversary, the
church is looking forward to future
ministry and growth in partnership
with the person the Lord has for us.
Masters of Religious Education pre-
ferred. Interested persons may submit
a summary of their experience and
training by Nov. 1 to: Search Com-
mittee Chairman, Terrill Road Baptist
Church, 1340 Terrill Road, Scotch
Plains, NJ 07076. All submissions will
be confidential.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Louisa, Ky., is searching for a
full-time minister of youth. Send
resumé to: Search Committee, First
Baptist Church, 301 West Pike St.,
Louisa, KY 41230, or fax: (606)
686-3072.

SEEKING: Lowell Avenue Bap-
tist Church of Campbellsville, Ky., is
accepting applications for a part-time
minister of youth and recreation,
working with young people in grades
7 through 12. Send resumé by Sept.
21, 1997, to: 420 Lowell Avenue,
Campbellsville, KY 42718.

SEEKING: Nicholasville Baptist
Church is searching for a part-time
minister of music. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Nicholasville
Baptist Church, 131 South Main St.,
Nicholasville, KY 40356.

FREE: Seven boxes (3,500
sheets) of high-quality carbon paper.
Call: (502) 937-2404.

CROSS TRAINING Youth
from First Baptist Church of
Williamsburg teach
basketball skills to children
in Baltimore. The
Williamsburg youth learned
how to conduct Christian
sports clinics this summer
from Crosspoint staff.
(Photo by Doug Adkins)
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Can Sanders be a good Ghristian and still hit hard?

Continued from page 1

“And the answer is extremely simple,” he
added. “As Christians, we believe God gives us
certain talents. We treasure them because
they’re a gift from God, and we use them to
the best of our ability.”

“| don’t see any contradiction there at all,”
added Neal Jeffrey, who as quarterback led
Baylor to a Southwest Conference
championship under Teaff in 1974.

“A man who is-possessed by the Spirit of
the living God and wants to reflect Christ plays
well,” said Jeffrey, who played two years in the
National Football League with the San Diego
Chargers and now is associate pastor of
Prestonwood Baptist Church in Dallas. “He -
plays hard, aggresswe and tough, yet he plays
within the rules.”

The key difference is priorities, said Landry,
an active Methodist layman in Dallas.

“When you're a Christian, your priorities are
right,” he said. “God is first, family second and
football third. You can be on the right track
and still play the game as tough as you want
to play.”

In fact, Christian ballplayers live under a
biblical mandate to excel, noted Glass, who now
lives in Cedar Hill, Texas, and heads an
evangelistic ministry for prison inmates. “The
Scripture says that whatever you do, do it with all
your might,” he said. “If you don’t play with all
your heart, you better get out, or you'll get killed.

“You don't play dirty or illegally, but you play
with all your heart,” added Glass, who played in
four Pro Bowls. “| prided myself or being very
aggressive and very tough.”

Glass pointed to premier NFL stars who aren’t
shy about expressing their faith.

“Reggie White (defensive end for the Green
Bay Packers) is a committed Christian, a minister

and a very effective leader,” Glass said.

“Mike Singletary (retired linebacker for the
Chicago Bears) is probably one of the toughest
individuals I've ever met—All-Pro for 12 years
—and he goes with.us into prisons to minister.”

Asked about divine intervention, Teaff said he
doesn't think God empowers one team over
another.

“People would ask me, ‘If you're a Christian,
why doesn’t God let you win?"” Teaff
remembered. “Well, the answer is that on the
other side of the field are coaches and athletes
whom God loves too. God doesn’t give a hoot
and a holler about who wins. He cares about who
plays the game.”

And God cares about the witness of Christians
who play the game, the players and coaches
said.

“For a man to play a sport like football, which
is highly competitive, and yet stay in control
physically, emotionally and spiritually is a great
testimony,” Jeffrey said. “A true champion
stands up humbly and says, ‘| serve a great God,
and he has blessed me, and | want to honor
him.” And he does it in a way that brings honor
to God.”

As an outstanding high-profile player,
Sanders can provide a witness in the locker
room, Landry noted. “The other players respect
Christians as long as they live what they believe.

.. | would give (Sanders) a chance to prove he’s
a Christian, and | think the players will too.”

In that light, “it's very important for Deionto |

be the best he can be” as a high-profile Christian
athlete, said Glass, who offered Sanders advice
from a big brother in- Christ: “Don't get weird on
us; Christianity is not for weirdos. You want to
be wonderful, not weird. Be better because
you're a Christian; you're representing Jesus
Christ. And don’t become a wuss on us now.”

* An eight-day tour of modern Turkey and the sites of the ancient

- 160, Hartsville, IN 47244-0160.

Seven Churches of Revelation (Rev. 1:11)

cities where the seven churches were located. This tour will
complement other Bible land tours and enhance your knowl-
edge of the New Testament. Hosts: Stuart and Jan Cundiff,
who resided in Turkey for six years. The Cundiffs are familiar
with the language and customs. Stuart is an associational
missionary in Indiana; Jan serves as associational language
missions director. Dr. John Polhill, professor of New Testament
at Southern Seminary, will be the Bible Study leader. Dates for
the tour are April 22-29. Cost from Chicago is $2,099. A four-
night Istanbul/Cappadocia extension is available for $549.

$100 early-bird discount available with
$500 deposit made prior to October 22.

For more information, call the Cundiffs at (812) 546-6343 after
5 p.m. (est). Send a legal-size SASE for brochure to JSC, Box

Pastors, please join us for a

special Southern Seminary Pastor
Appreciation Day September 16

20 to 30’ Bu.ses by Cham ion

Motor Coach inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(RENTAL BUSES IN STOCK)

* 12 to 35 adult capacity
* Used buses for sale-We buy used buses
 Guaranteed buy-back program

10 a.m. - Seminary Worship Service, Alumni Memorial Chapel
Special guest speaker: Dr. Tom Elliff, President
Southern Baptist Convention

11:15 a.m. - Pastor Appreciation Lunch, Heritage Hall
Speaker: R. Albert Mohler, Jr., President
“The Church in the Midst of Culture Shock:
Trends, Trials and Tough Issues”

1 p.m. and 2 p.m. - Ministry Seminars:

Closing the Back Door: Church Growth That Lasts
by Thom Rainer, Dean, Billy Graham School

Changing Worship Styles: Changing Tastes or Something Deeper?
by Lloyd Mims, Dean, School of Church Music and Worship

Preaching that Draws the Net: Evangelism Through Biblical Preaching
by Tim Beougher, Billy Graham Professor of Evangelism

'*4 CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

1722 General George Patton Dr.
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

“Ask about our Rental Bus Program”

Life on the Line: Critical Ethical Issues and the Christian Pastor
by Ben Mitchell, Assistant Professor of Christian Ethics

3 p.m. - Open Forum with Tom EIliff

l Luncheon reservations requested by September 11.

il The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
[T | | 2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, KY 40280
(502) 897-4121 - 1 800 626-5525, ext. 4121 Crusader: 15 passenger (No CDL license required)

(13 with Rear Storage Compartment)

WESTERN RECORDER M SEPTEMBER 2, 1997




Kentucky Woman's
Missionary Union
P.0. Box 436569
Louisville KY -
40253-6569

(502) 244-6485 .
Fax: (502) 244-6486

Fall1997

~ National Acteens Convention
| July 1-4, 1998

Eliza Broadus State Missions
Week of Prayer
September 7-14

b

Loaisville

Pre-registration for the 1998 NAC to be held in Louisville opens Jan. 2, 1998.
Pre-registration is required. The registration fee is $80 per person and
includes convention admission, program materials, theme park and concert
- admissions, and a NAC T-shirt. The fee does not include housing, meals,
insurance or transportation. Registration and housing forms will be available
- in the January 1998 Accent Leadership Edition magazine. For more
information, contact Kentucky WMU and the NAC World Wide Web sit at

~ Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center
Each National Acteens Convention is four days of fun and fellowship, hands-
on missions activities, and spiritual challenge for any girl. While the event
targets Acteens, girls who are Acteens-age but presently not involved in the
organization also are invited to attend. More than 15,000 girls and their

advisors from all over the world attend this life-changing event which is held
every four years. NAC is truly an experience of a lifetime.

an

- part of these ministries

1997 Offering Goal: $700,000

# Ministering to residents of multifamily housing, 95 percent of whom
are unchurched.

# Touching the lives of people who'are down on their luck and néed food |
and clothing. ' né 5vi2291095 I8 2vslq |

# Helping individuals and their families who have been affected by AIDS.

# Taking the gospel to people who call the deep hollows of Eastern
Kentucky home.

Praying and

g are two imporant ways you can ciartidpate in these
many o

r ministries throughout the state whi
the Eliza Broadus State Missions Offering.

are supported by

The theme for this year’s prayer and offering emphasis is “Let Your Heart
Be Broken.” Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union invites you to become a
by letting your heart be broken as you pray and

L KT PEeT L ACTEENS CONVENTION

As we begin anewzeat}inWMU‘l
am very thankful to be a Kentuck
Baptist. For the past year, I have felt
a great sense of cooperation as WMU
has worked together in the missions
effort with the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention. -

My channel of service has been
through-WMU for many years, but my
love for Baptists 4and what our pro-

ims mean in the kingdom’s work

ave been influenced by many other

areas of Baptist life.

When I see former denominational
leaders like James Whaley, I am re-
minded of his influence on our youn,
lives as he gave the charge to those o

us who participated in state Bible

drills. Then he and his wife, Wilma,
welcomed our WMU Starteam to Ken-
ya in 1987. Today the Whaleys, in re-
tirement, still -are doing unique mis-

sions mlnist’rrg'ﬂlrough church in
- Louisville. They are just two of many

who have influenced our work as Ken-
tucky Baptists. : :

Through the leadership of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention, Executive
Board and staff we are working to-
gether with a cooperative spirit:

# There will be many opportuni-
ties in the months ahead for WMU and

Brotherhood to work together in mis- -

sions.
¢ Kentucky Baptists are realizing
the need for unique ministry to wom-

give.

en and Kentucky WMU has been and
will continue to be part of that.

- @ The KBC missions division and
Kentucky WMU are working together

to ensure that allocations to the Eliza
Broadus Offering for State Missions

reach all areas of our state where
there is need.

® Kentucky WMU has trained 12
specialists who form a Resource
Team that will be available to provide
training or assistance in addition to
that provided by our staff. We believe
local churches will benefit greatly
from the work of this Resource Team.

@ Great news! Kentucky Baptists
already have given thousands of dol-
lars above last year’s totals to the An-

A Personal Word “To God be the glory, great things he is doing through Kentucky Baptists

nie Armstrong Easter Offering, the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering and
through the Cooperative Program.

A very

prepared excellent material for pro-
moting the Eliza Broadus Offering
for State Missions 1997-1998: Alison
Wirgl;eld, writer of the Western Re-
cor

insert containing material for

use by adulis; Art Rogers, associate
pastor at First Baptist Church of Rus-
sellville, writer of youth material;

and our own Brenda Price, writer of

children and preschool malterials.
To God be the glory, great things
he is doing through Kentucky Baptists.

'special thank you to ﬁmr'
_ of our Kentucky Baptist family who



Women on on

By Denise Jones

4 Woman’s Missionary Union is gear-
ing up to meet a tremendous challenge. In
the coming years thousands of women and
their children will leave the welfare rolls
due to recent reforms in the U.S. welfare
system. A recent study found that 2 wom-
an must earn more than $7 per hour to
meet the basic needs of a family of three;
however, the majority of women on
welfare today are qualified for
minimum-wage level jobs only.
Although training programs are
available for these women,
transportation concerns, child
care needs, health problems
and a variety of personal situa-
tions make participation diffi-
cult if not impossible.

To help meet this need, na-
tional WMU has developed
Christian Women’s Job Corps.
This innovative program, which has re-
ceived national recognition, pairs one
woman in need with a Christian mentor.
The two women sign a covenant which can
last from one to three years. In this agree-
ment, the mentor provides encouragement
to her protégé and creates a network that
can help with logistical concerns so the
protégé can focus on moving from depen-
dency to self-sufficiency. Bible study is a
central component. j

 Mission Eriends/Girls in Action

By Brenda Price
MISSION FRIENDS

@ Come, Go With Me to begin an exciting
year in Mission Friends as you lead pre-
schoolers and their parents to know about
Jesus and his mission. Be sure you have
the Mission Friends Guide, Mission
Friends Planbook, Start magazine

and Share. In addition, First Steps

in Missions will. be great to have

to supplement Start study units.

This qum%ér, take Mission Friends
on an exciting trip to Indonesia by using
the Southern Baptist international mission

study unit in International and North

American Mission Studies for 1997-98
Teaching Guide for Preschoolers. The unit
can be taught during a churchwide study
or during any regular preschool class.

Need suggestions for Christmas or
birthday gifts for preschoolers? En-
courafe« parents, grand})arents and
friends to give one of the many
delightful books produced by WMU,
SBC as a gift for that special pre-
schooler on their list. The newest re-
leases include Al Kinds of Families, Bush
Station Boys and Down African Roads.
For a complete list, see the WMU materials
catalog in the 1997-98 WMU Year Book.

Plan now to attend the Mission
Friends and GA Leaders Retreat March
13-14, 1998, at Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly. The retreat will begin with supper Fri-
day at 6 p.m. and conclude at 1 p.m. Satur-

i

ON MISSION

To date, five pi-
lot projects have
been conducted
across the nation
by WMU. Results &
have been strong.
Individuals  in-
volved in these pilots recently shared their
expertise with nearly 200 participants at a
training session in Birmingham, Ala. Ken-

tucky women who attended the meet-
ing are excited about the possibili-
ties for ministry through Christian
Women’s Job Corps. We will be-
gin working in the coming
months to implement Christian
Womien's Job Corps here in Ken-
tucky. Watch Kentucky Notes for
updates.

Be sure to remember:

@ Eliza Broadus State Missions
Week of Prayer, Sept. 7-14.

€ Women on Mission/Adults on Mission re-
treats, Oct. 3-4 and Oct. 10-11 at Cedarmore
and 1(()ct. 17-18 and Oct. 18-19 at Jonathan
Creek.

@ 1997 Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer, Nov.
3, sponsored by the Baptist World Alliance
Women’s Department. “Celebrate the Peace
of Christ” is the theme and program materi-
als will be included in an upcoming issue of

- Dimension magazine.

day. Kathy Burns,
preschool special-
ist on the national
WMU staff, will be
the featured speak-
er. A registration
form is included in ~ ===

this issue of Kentucky Notes.

GIRLS IN ACTION

What challenges await you as you
begin 2 new year in Girls in Action!
Be the best leader you can be by:.

@ Reading Girls in Action Guide, which
heg)s GA leaders know how to organize, plan
and lead Girls in Action.

@ Using WMU Year Book to help you know
month by month what is in store for GA.

@ Setting goals and determining action plans
by using planning forms in Girls in Action
Planbook.

@ Becoming familiar with Aware magazine
and using one of the teaching plans in
it, along with Discovery for grades 1-4

and GA World for grades 5:6.
| & Introducing GAs to WorldVen-

NS LS tures, the new individual achievement

plan which replaces Missions Adven-
tures. : '

@ Participating in the Mission Friends and
GA Leaders Retreat March 13-14, 1998, at
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly. The retreat will
begin with supper at 6 p.m. Friday and end
at 1 p.m. Saturday. The retreat will feature
Kathy Burns from the national WMU staff,
along with ?Fortunities for enrichment, in-
spiration and fellowship. Use the registration
form included in Kentucky Notes.

& Promote and attend your associ-

- August-September Dimension mag-

By Julie Keith

@ Come, Go With Me is the theme for the
1997-98 year. You will have many opportu-
nities to go with your Acteens and explore
missions as you delve into Accent magazine.

@ NAC 98 update. If you did not receive a
NAC mailing in July, please contact our of-
fice. The Kentucky WMU office has four cop-
ies of the ’98 NAC Promotional Video. Your
church may borrow these as a

(502) 244-6485
or visit the WMU
web site at
www.nac98.com

& 1998 Acteens
Activators
Teams. The Acteens Activators/Activators
Abroad program provides a chance for girls
to go out on a team and actually do mis-
sions. Teams work side by side with home

and foreign missionaries. In

way to promote NAC. L e 1997, 13 Kentucky Acteens

The NAC Reconciliation o i il g Activators served around
Interpretation Contest is g - R A\ the United States. (See
sponsored br Project /7 { 1 the back page of Ken-
HELP: Cultural

Diversity.
Each Acteen is invited% \\ \ \ 1 l

enter one essay, poem, \
photograph, drawing, piece & \\\y
of original music or video
that explains what reconcilia-
tion means to her. Cash prizes will be award-
ed for each category and winning entries will
be displayed at NAC. All entries must be post-
marked by April 1, 1998. Each entry must be
clearly labeled with the Acteen’s name, ad-
dress, phone number, Acteen advisor’s name,
church name and address. Mail entries to:
NAC Reconciliation Interpretation Contest,
100 Missionary Ridge, Hwy. 280 East, Bir-
mingham, Ala. 35242-5235.

All Kentucky NAC T-shirt design entries
must be in the WMU office by Sept. 30. NAC
scholarship and housing forms must be in
the Kentucky WMU office by Oct. 3. If you
have questions about NAC, contact me at

WMU Directors

By Anna Mary Byrdwell

¢ Come, go with me. Have you considered
the opportunity that you have as WMU di-
rector in your church to be used by God dur-
ing this year?

@ You can say “Come, let’s pray for state
missions causes and give to the Eliza Broad-
us State Missions Offering. Let’s meet our
goal—and go over it.”

@ Pray for guidance and start a new
Mission Friends or GA organiza-
tion—and begin a life-long missions
experience for these children.

ational training conference. Bring
training closer to home with the
plan on pages 27-29 of your July-

azine. The Leadership Team Re-
source Kit for this quarter has addi-
tional training helps.

# Start something new involving J)eople in
your church who are not already doing mis-
sions. Work with your pastor, church mis-
sions committee, and Brotherhood director .
Your pastor already may have received a
packet of materials that suggests 14 differ-
ent possibilities. (Some associational direc-
tors of missions have distributed these to
their churches. If you do not find one, con-
tact our office.)

@ Encourage someone in your church to get
training at the Sept. 25-27 literacy workshop
to teach English as a Second Language. Peo-

" making Kentucky

tucky Notes for more in-
formation about the
Kentucky State Acteens
Activators Team.) Applica-
tions and a new Activators

brochure are available from
Kentucky WMU. Applications for 1998 must
be postmarked by Dec. 15, 1997.

@ Acteens Intern. The Acteens Intern
program is an opportunity for high school
juniors and seniors to serve God through
summer missions. Applications are in the
November Accent magazine.

& National Acteens Panel. Each year six
Acteens are selected by national WMU to
be National Acteens Panelists. An applica-
tion form is in the October and November
Accent magazine. An additional 20 out-
standing girls are selected as Top Teens.

ple from all over
the world are

their home—and
some have dis- |
tinct communica-
tion needs. At-
tend the Sept. 2527 -
Literacy Workshop at Severns Valley Bap-
tist Church in Elizabethtown. Participation
in this workshop will help your church
o*)en doors to ministry with peo-
ple who normally would not at-
tend your church. Contact Grundy
Janes, Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, P.0. Box 43433, Louisville,
Ky. 40253 or call (502) 245-4101
for additional information.

@ When you share the WMU re-
port with your church, always ex-
press thanks to those who serve
as leaders and who give financial-
ly to missions. Let the church
know that missions is the respon-
sibility of everyone, and the entire church
can rejoice in accomplishments of any. -

@ Give your full support to Acteens lead-
ers and help make plans for your teenage
girls to participate in next year’s National
Acteens Conference at Kentucky Fair and
Exposition Center in Louisville, July 1-4,
1998. '

Literacy Workshop
Sept. 25-27
Severns Valley Baptist Church
Elizabethtown

2-B  WESTERN RECORDER M SEPTEMBER 2, 1997




Mission Friends and GA Leaders Retreat Registration

|
|
September | Mission Friends and GA Leaders Retreat ¢ March 13-14, 1998 |
714 %effasqn of Prayer for State Missions/Eliza Broadus : Send to: Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, Box 37, Bagdad, Ky. 40003-0037 :
ering i
2627  Language Leadership Conference—KBC Building ] Lodging: Boone Lodge (¢ 61':)st includ:z three meals and a $4 program fee per person) |
: ‘ : 2 per room, each person $40.50 '
October I 3 per room, each person $39.50 I
| 4 per room, each person $37.50 |
1-4 Tenth Continental Assembly, North American | |
Baptist Women’s Union—San Diego i Church i
3-4 Women on Mission Retreat—Cedarmore
10-11  Women on Mission Retreat—Cedarmore I Person Sending Reservation |
11 ° Baptist Nursing Fellowship Session at Women on | ; |
Mission Retreat—Cedarmore I Telephone (daytime) i
12 World Hunger Awareness Day and Offering
17-18  Women on Mission Retreat—Jonathan Creek I Address |
17-18  Ministers’ Wives Retreat—Cedarmore | |
18-19 Women on Mission Retreat—Jonathan Creek I Additional Persons -1
(new date) i i
November | NOTE: $19 per person registration fee must accompany reservation, Cancellation must be made two weeks |
I prior to event for full refund; or 48 hours in advance for a $7 refund. . i
3 Baptist World Alliance, 1997 Baptist Women’s :
DayofPrayer L—————————---—----————————————'—————‘
10-12 KentuckyhBapltlist Convention—Porter Memorial h I
Baptist Church, Lexington : Phn
16-19  International Mission Study B “‘ ‘or summer “mp’

30-12/7 Week of Prayer for International Missions/Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering

Whether you want to send your children and youth to
camp or be a part of the staff for 1998, remember to
put camp in your plans for next summer.-

Jonathan Creek
May 15-1 Staff Training

Thank Yoa!

Here’s a great big “Thank You” to all those who helped
to make 1997 summer camps special.

Jonathan Creek Central Staff. GA Camp: Ann Carr,

June 15-19 GA/Acteens Amanda Coke, Holly Henson, Melissa Norris, Renee
June 22:26 GA  Smith, Debbie Strait, Abbie Whitley, Annie Whitley,
June 29July 3 . GA Kellie Williams. Acteens Camp: Kim Day, Carla Hous-
June 1920 Mother/Danghter ton, Beverly Winchester. .

June 26-27 Mother/Daughter Joxl:ta)than Creeqlg Volun_tegr Counselors: Kim Bone,
" © © Debbie Brown, Teresa Burden, Donna DeRossett, Mag-
hﬂm "urﬂ” h“‘ﬂ’hlp Cedar Crest = gie Evans, Glenda Garland, Becky Holland,]ewell}]azﬁ-
June 15-21 Staff Training : . son, Christy Lovett, Estie McMackin, Arlene Miller, Cyn-
= * | June 2226 GA . dy Miller, Jean Miller, Brucie Moore, Zona Newton,
Because of the extreme poverty in Yemen, newborns of- July 6-10 GA - Mary Perino, Renee Ramsey, Martha Smith, Linda
ten leave the hospital without a blanket. Ruthie McCon- July 13-17 GA/Acteens - Strait, Mandy Waldrop, Linda Williams, Janna Willie,
nell, a furloughing missionary nurse to Yemen, shared July 2024 Youth on Mission Sharion Wright-Eisenhauer. e ;

this need at a Baptist Nursing Fellowship dinner meeting July 27-31 GA - e -
earlier this spring. To help meet this need, members of August 3-7 GA Cedar Crest Staff: Summer Bertram, Beth Bond,
the Kentucky Baptist Nursing Fellowship decided to col- - Becky Bretz, Tamara Brobst, Christina Brown, Erin
lect blankets to send to the Jibla Baptist Hospital in Ye- June 29-30 Mother/Daughter Burnett, Michelle Burton, Jenny Cahal, Hope Casey,
men. : July 10-11 Mother/Daughter Evie Cash, Diana Detterick, Valerie Gosser, Heather
July 17-18 Mother/Daughter Green, Cheryl Kincaid, Beth Logsdon, Amy Marshall,
If nurses in your church or association decide to partici- July 24:25 Mother/Daughter Becky Noe, Shannon Patterson, Joy Polk, Candace

pate in this project, they may bring blankets to the BNF
session at the Oct. 10-11 Women on Mission Retreat at
Cedarmore or send blankets directly to Yemen. Blankets
should be sent to Ms. Kathy Gariety, Jibla Baptist Hospi- ) ,
tal, P. 0. Box 70080, Ibb, YEMEN REPUBLIC. Please note 7-12 : . Lois Gosser, Amy Key, Carolyn Maddux, Linda Rus-
that “surface mail” will be slower, but much less expen- Mother/Daughter: girls who have completed grades ooselk s o

sive. 1-3 and their mothers iQ s o L ]

Rosser, Tiffany Smith, Angela Stanifer, Heath

5 : 1 er
 Stearns, Angela Tallent, Jackie Lynn Watson

GAs: girls who have completed grades 4-6
Acteens: girls who have completed grades 7-12
Youth on Mission: youth who have completed grades

Cedar Crest Volunteer Nurses: Randi Gerretson,

| ‘M" 42l 5 Throughout WMU, missions is our major concern

Peggy Hicks should have us feeding the spiritually = world and minister in Christ’s name. ous and exciting times for missions. keeping the focus on reaching people
President  and physically hungry, providing for Many years ago Lottie Moon, mission- ~ Churches must be made aware of what  for Christ beyond the local church.
Kentucky WMU the homeless, ministering to many _ happens when we do not reach our o ' v ;

The disciples were busy at their
nets when the Master said, “Come, go
with me.” God’s call was to walk with
him, to learn from him, to be empow-
ered by him. They didn’t know they
had discovered what going with him
involved, and his imperative to reach
a lost world was made clear. That clar-
ion call is no different for us today.

Understanding the invitation

groups of people in our midst — deaf,
5

persons with AIDS, children
with special needs. Kentucky Baptists

have sought to do this through the

 state mission offering—the Eliza Broa-
+ dus Offering. The offering provides for

missionaries, special ministries and
projects and missions Activities. Our
promotion of and giving to this offer-
ing are essential. =

In December, we will take 2 look at
the international missions area that
beckons us to “come go” around the

ary to China, in her dp’lea for prayer
and money to send missionaries,
opened a way for many who could not
go to provide for those who could re-

.spoxid to “Come, go with me”—to the

ends of the earth. You continue to be
a tpart of all this through your support
of the Lottie Moon Offering and the
Week of Prayer for International Mis-
sions. How urgent it is for us to pro-
mote this offering.

Ask God to show you how to give
of your time, resources-and abilities
as you share his love. These are seri-

special missions offering goals or the
Cooperative P-rqgr-am goal,
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Missions is our major concern. In
WMU seedbeds—Mission Friends, Girls
in Action, Acteens, Women on Mis-

sions, we cultivate God’s eternal de-

sign that all peoples of the earth ma)
know him. Missions awareness is.cul-
tivated through our organizations.
That is why it is important that our
leadership be strong and well-trained
and know how to motivate and in- -

“volve people in missions, especially

Thank you for all you are doing for

 Christ in your part of Kentucky. What
- ajoy to work with you.




Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union sent out the first-ever Kentucky Acteens Activators
State Team this summer. The team was composed of 11 Acteens and four adults. They are:

Name Church City
Jennifer Atherton Lone Oak First Baptist Paducah
Melanie Boren New Hope Baptist Cadiz

Laura Cooley Junction City First Baptist. Junction City

Angie Fortener Hartford Baptist Hartford

_ Ashley Godwin Westport Road Baptist Louisville
Jessica Jones Second Baptist Mortons Gap
Megan Holbrook First Baptist Mt. Vernon
Missy Mahurin St. Matthews Baptist Louisville
Crystal Rose - Bethel Missionary Baptist Benton
Destiny Yates First Baptist Walton
Diana Yates First Baptist Walton
Adults .
Sheila Brown Guthrie Baptist Guthrie
Cathy Chinn Living Faith Baptist Hartford
Julie Keith - Westport Road Baptist Louisville
Freida Tackett .. . Cynthiana Baptist Cynthiana

Our Acteens Activator team had the privilege of doing missions day camps in five churches.
We worked in two churches in Massachusetts: First Baptist Church in Sudbury and Bay
Community Baptist in Swansea; and three churches in Connecticut: Gallup Hill Baptist in
Ledyard, Welcome Baptist in Hartford and Southbury Baptist in Southbury. We interacted
with 74 wonderful children throughout the week. Our team worked alongside Paul and
Peggy Grossman, missionaries to Burkina Faso. The missions day camps were coordinated
by Ina York, camp director in New England. We were responsible for crafts, games, music,
face painting and clowning. God allowed us to have a wonderful missions experience as we
served him as the Kentucky State Acteens Activators Team.

First Row (kneeling): Diana Yates, Sheila Brown, Freida Tackett, Megan Holbrook, Crys-

N

tal Rose, Jennifer Atherton. Second Row (standing): Jessica Jones, Destiny Yates, Cathy
Chinn, Ashley Godwin, Angie Fortener, Laura Cooley, Missy Mahurin, Melanie Boren,

Julie Keith.

~ resource team memb
~ WMU team member.

 Qualifications: Resource Team members are ind
~ of WMU work and whc y are working i

o equip associations, churches and individuals

‘equipping method Kentucky WMU uses is

; , ined individuals who can assist churches and associations in
lan is fully implemented, each of the eight areas of the state will have a
for each age level, a2 team member for each coed organization and a general

Is with expertise d kn ledg mangen area
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of your churches?

“To help your coed organizations

@ Leaders can experience a 45-minute overview of Children

in Action, Youth on Mission or Adults on Mission during the

fall Women on Mission Retreats at Cedarmore or Jonathan
~ Creek. '

@ Resource team members and WMU Staff are equipped to

assist you.

~ @ Two specialized conferences are planned for 1998: April
~ 4,1998, Immanuel Baptist Church, Elizabethtown, and Sept.

12, 1998, First Baptist Church, Richmond. Sessions will be
9:30-12 noon Saturday morning for all leaders of Children
in Action, Youth on Mission and Adults on Mission. There
will be a time of sharing ideas and experiences, gaining new
insights and enthusiasm, and strengthening coed participa-
tion in the local church. ‘ :

4 Please think about mission education/participation needs
in your church. Are there people who might becomeinvolved
in a coed organization? Introduce them to this concept and
the materials available. Contact Kentucky WMU for a starter
packet for any of the organizations. Remember, the ultimate
goal is to help all people understand and become radically
involved in the mission of God. Will this be of help to one

Kentucky Ministers’ Wives Fellowship will meet during the annual
meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Convention at Porter Memorial Baptist
Church in Lexington on Tuesday, Nov.11. The dinner meeting, which will
begin at 5 p.m., will feature “lello, Lord! 1t's Me Again.” Cost is $7 if
lictcts are purchased by Nov. 7. To register, contact Debbie Overton,
12235 Bordeaux Dr., Lexington, Ky. 40504.




RECOGNITION OF DECEASED KENTUCKY BAPTIST LEADERS

The 1997 KBC Obituaries Report will include information on deceased persons who have served our Lord

and Kentucky Baptist in a noteworthy manner.
- September [, 1996 through August 31, 1997.
These persons would be Kentucky Baptist ministers, missionaries, educators, laypersons, institutional leaders
and staff and others whose Christian service has significantly benefitted our state convention fellowship and
mission programs.
We need your help to gather the following information:

We are including persons who died during the convention year,

Full name of deceased

Date of birth

Active or retired status in last position held in city, state where located
Name of church where member, association, state where located
Service or ministry worthy of recognition (briefly stated)

Please forward this information before September 2 to:

hos N

Executive Office
Kentucky Baptist Convention
PO Box 43433
Louisville KY 40253-0433
ATTN: Obituary Report

These obituary entries will be reported to the 1997 KBC annual meeting in Lexington. You are an important
part of our network to gather information on those servants who deserve to be remembered among Kentucky
Baptists.

Courts offer 2 different rulings
on religion-based schools

MILWAUKEE (RNS)—Courts in Wisconsin and Minnesota
have issued rulings in two separate cases on public aid to
schools with religious bases.

In Wisconsin, the State Court of Appeals ruled the voucher
system used by parents in Milwaukee to send their children
to private schools, including religious schools, is
unconstitutional.

The ruling upheld a decision by a U.S. District Court that
said the voucher plan violated the state’s constitution because
it clearly represented government assistance to religion and
as such was a violation of the separation of church and state.

In Minnesota, however, a federal appeals court saida = |
school district may operate a one-room elementary school for
members of the Christian Brethren, a Christian sect that
opposes the use of computers and other modern technology.

In a 2-1 decision, a three-judge panel of the 8th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals said a lower court erred last year in
ruling the school unconstitutional.

To accommodate several Brethren families in Vesta, Minn.,
officials of the local school district agreed in 1993 to reopen a
closed one-room elementary school for about 20 Brethren
children. Officials have testified the curriculum taught at the
school—by a public school teacher—is the same as at the
district’s other elementary school but without the high-tech
equipment.

Officials said no religious instruction takes place and no
religious materials are present.

Most Needed ltems:

It's Round-Up

Time!

rlad a1 haani iy T

September is Food Round-Up month for the boys and girls
of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children. Your gifts of
———=canned goods and other non-perishable food items can
help supply our campuses for the coming year!

Canned fruit, pie filling, fruit juice, vegetable or corn oil, salad dressing, mayonnaise,

ketchup, mustard, breakfast cereal, pancake syrup, jam, “jelly, dill and sweet pickles,

pickle relish, spices and seasonings, canned soup, mild salsa, sloppy joe mix, spa-

ghetti sauce, dried pasta, water-packed tuna, sugar-free drink mix, cake and brownie

soap, shampoo and toothpaste.*

mix, cake frosting, sugar (white, brown, and powdered), casserole mix, microwave
popcorn, foil, food storage bags and plastic wrap. Also personal care items such as

* Health regulations prohibit us from accepting home-canned foods or dented cans.

Please pack items in sturdy boxes!

QIR HAKES

e

3 0

See our web site at http://www.iglou.com/kbhc

o 3 For more information call:

1-800-456-1386
S or (502) 245-2101
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What is
“Celebrate Life?”

B The best-selling
church musical of all
time.

B The most frequently
performed musical in
Southern Baptist

- churches this century.

M A product of the early

1970s, when church

youth choirs were big

and ¢ érc%musics /les
agimm

chang

B A Southern Baptist
product that has gained
widespread acceptance

and usage in other
Christian churches,
including Roman
Catholics.

B One of the first
church musicals for
which an
accompaniment track
s was sold.

10

tafnatically. |

Simplicity, timeless subject key to musical’s success

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

Retelling the simple gospel story
in the style of a classic Greek drama
accompanied by timeless music is the
secret to the success of “Celebrate
Life,” according to a number of mu-
sic professionals and the musical’s
own authors.

“Simplicity” is the key, according
to Mark Blankenship, director of mu-
sic ministries for the Southern Baptist
Sunday School Board, which first
published the musical 25 years ago.
“It’s not complicated to'do. Four char-
acters’ cmy the'‘whole dratna. The
it i 1s easily learned and sung.”

““But the most important thing, Blan-
kenship said, is the musical is based
on the life of Christ. With that con-
text, it is usable at Easter, Christmas
or any time of year, he added.

Kentucky composer Phillip Land-
grave agrees with that assessment.

“It was a timeless subject. It was
not centered on the latest fad text-
wise,” said Landgrave, professor of

church music at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary and the com-
poser of numerous songs and musi-
cals himself. “A presentation of the
gospel with the four Gospel writers
being the four narrators certainly has

Musn:al almost wasn’t published
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a timeless quality to it.”

Buryl Red, who wrote the music
for “Celebrate Life” to accompany
lyrics and drama by Ragan Courtney,
believes the musical has been so suc-
cessful because it “connected with
people.”

“The 'story is told beautifully by
Ragan’s language.

nected to the future.”

While “Celebrate Life”” may be re-
membered by many as an early form
of contemporary Christian music, its
music actually spanned a variety of
styles, Landgrave explained. “The
music was a blend of popular and tra-
ditional idioms, many of which are

nothing more than “an odd collection
of songs knitted together by a few
lines of dialogue,” said Elwyn
Raymer, former Sunday School Board
music editor.

The difference with “Celebrate
Life” is that it was written as.an entity
to have a togethemess, a tight link-
age” between all elements,

’I‘lle way he put it to_ A PULPIT MUSICAL/DRAMA | MUSIC BY BURYL RED he expla.lﬂed

gether, it connects in Raymer said both
a very personal way, Courtney and Red drew
in a way that makes upon the influence of New
you feel l_ike 'you un- BOOK AND LYRICS BY RAGAN COURTNEY " York theater as well.

derstand it individu-
ally, that you were
there personally. But

it also still is very re-
spectful, so that you
don’t hold it so much -
in awe. You do come
away with a renewed respect

and sense of wonder.”

Musically, Red said he tried to
write solid songs that felt contempo-
rary but would not feel old-fashioned
a year later.

“When I wrote the music, I want-
ed it to have a connection with the
past. My intention was not to break
with the past and be revolutionary. My
intention was to honor the past but at
the same time be in the present. Then
I also hoped it would sort of be con-

“They were in that world,
~and yet they were solid
Southern Baptist Chris-
tians.”

Courtney said he ap-

still around and were around
before we ever got there.”

For example, the opening proces-
sional is a modified chant followed by
“The Truth Shall Make You Free,”
which is a breezy pop-style song.
“The Song of Mary” is a ballad, and
“The Three Kings” is a zany pop
piece. Other musical styles used re-
flect the influence of choral anthems,
as in “Prayer for Peace,” and soft rock,
as in the climactic “He Is Alive.”

Many youth musicals published-
before and after “Celebrate Life” are

proached “Celebrate Life”
from his theater background and real-
ized the way to make it work was to
imitate Greek theater. “‘Church is ba-
sically Greek theater,” he explained.

Thus to do a life of Christ story, he
set up the four gospel writers as nar-
rators, with the story expanded by a
chorus.

Red said people often ask him why
he and Courtney don’t write another
musical like “Celebrate Life.”

His response: “Write another one?
There’s not another story. This is it.
You don’t write another one.”

After 25 years, Baptlsts still ‘Celebrate Life’

Continued from page 1

lines of a song called “The Truth Shall
Make You Free,” one of 15 songs in.
the new musical.

It’s been 25 years since “Celebrate
Life’s” contemporary retelling of the
life of Christ was published with
Courtney’s words and Red’s music.
Yet virtually any baby boomer who
was raised in a Southern Baptist
church has either sung or heard the
music.

Courtney recalls several years ago

performing at a Sunday School

Board-sponsored event at the Grand
Ole Opry in Nashville to introduce the
new Baptist Hymnal. Someone sug-
gested he ask anyone in the vast audi-
ence who ever had sung in “Celebrate
Life” to raise their hands.

“Everybody raised their hands,” he
recalled with astonishment.

“It is probably the strongest Chris-
tian musical for church usage in this
century,” said Mark Blankenship, di-
rector of the Sunday School Board’s
music ministries department.

Although exact sales figures were
not available from the board, Blanken-
ship said “Celebrate Life” has sold
thousands more copies than any other
church musical in history. And it still
sells well today, he added.

By some estimates, “Celebrate
Life” may have sold nearly half a mil-
lion copies. That compares to church
musicals today that are considered
successful if they sell 30,000 copies.

From the day of its premiere, “Cel-
ebrate Life”” met with “wild acclaim,”
explained Elwyn Raymer, who in
1972 was music editor at the Sunday
School Board and today is an execu-
tive with BMG Music.

Neither Courtney nor Red had any
idea their work would become classic
in the church music world.

Red

“I remember when I gave (the lyr-
ics) to Buryl, I was sort of embar-
rassed,” Courtney recalled. “I was
afraid ‘In Remembrance’ was just a
little ditty he would laugh at.”

:Those fears were unfounded. “In
Remembrance” has become the most
popular song of the musical and now
appears in several hymnals.

Courtney said his objective in writ-
ing “Celebrate Life” was to make the
gospel plain and simple.

“Somehow we as Christians 2,000
years later have sanctified and steril-
ized every bit of the Scripture, so that
it'has become like stained glass,” he
said. “T’ve been trying to point out that
the incarnation is God becoming hu-
man. So [ tried to make the story hu-
man and not so stiff.”

Telling the life of Christ was the
most natural thing he could think to
use as material for the musical, Court-
ney said. “Because my faith was so
new, I didn’t have anything else but
that. I thought, if I’ve missed the gos-
pel all these years, maybe other peo-
ple have as well. I didn’t think about
saving the world or increasing the
ranks of Southern Baptists. I was just
telling as best I could the story of
Jesus.”

The result was a life-changing ex-
perience for thousands of people.

“There were lots of decisions for
Christ,” said Raymer, the former mu-
sic editor. “Churches would always

Courtney !

report rededications and conversions
in the‘use of ‘Celebrate Life.””

At the time the musical premiered
during a student missions event at
Glorieta, N.M., in December 1971,
Linda Lawson had just graduated
from college and started work at the
Sunday School Board. Today she
heads the board’s communications
department.

“’Celebrate Life’ changed my
life,” she recalled. “Because of ‘Cele-
brate Life,” I understood the Resurrec-
tion in a whole new way.”

Lawson’s experience and memo-
ry of “Celebrate Life” could be report- -
ed many thousand times over.

That came home again to Red and
Courtney just a few weeks ago when
they participated in a 25th anniversa-
ry production of “Celebrate Life” at
Second Baptist Church in Houston.
The church invited anyone who ever
had sung the musical to participate in
a weekend of rehearsals and two per-
formances.

About 6,500 people attended the
performances, and singers from across
South Texas joined the chorus.

Courtney said he realized in that
setting what a standard repertoire
“Celebrate Life” has become. “I
would look around and see people si-
lently voicing the parts of the actors
as they were spoken.”

Both he and Red heard stories from
many in the choir and congregation
of how the musical had influenced
their lives.

“I guess I still am thrilled every
time an adult says they sang it when
they were a youth and that it was a
major influence on their life, person-
ally and even professionally,” Red
said. “The most satisfaction is that I
still hear it day in and day out from
adults.”



‘Good News’

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

The day of the big youth musical
may seem as far away to some South-
ern Baptists as bell-bottom pants and
leisure suits, but the influence of that
genre on church music is heard even
more loudly today.

“Celebrate Life,” which marks its
25th anniversary of publication this
year, wasn’t the first major youth
musical, but it is the best-known and
most-used.

By most accounts the first youth
musical published for use in churches
was “Good News,” which premiered
in 1967.

To many traditional church musi-
cians, “Good News” was bad news
because it brought influences of secu-
lar music to bear on church music.

“Good News” and its predecessors
did for church music what Elvis did

Ron WILBURN
in
40th Anniversary Concert
Sunday, Sept. 14
6 p.m.
Gardenside Baptist Church
1667 Alexandria Drive
Lexington
(606) 277-7391

was bad news for music traditionalists

for the blues: Many more people were
interested, especially many more
young people, but the product never
was the same again once it met up
with rock and roll.

“This was the beginning of kind of
catering to youth in the churches,”
explained Jim Cordell, director of the

- Kentucky Baptist Convention’s

church music department. “To me the
downside is it has separated them into
almost a para-church organization.
Before this, they were mtegrated into
the life of the church.”

As a result, baby boomers who
were raised on youth musicals have
not gained an appreciation for the
standard choral repertoire of the
church, he said. “Some youth choirs
went down the road of doing nothing
but musicals. The danger in that is you
don’t build good choral tones. You’ve
got to do a variety; there’s got to be a
balance.”

Other critics see the drive for
churches to offer “seeker” services
and contemporary worship styles to-
day as natural outgrowths of the ear-
lier youth musical movement. And
adults who grew up in youth choirs
that sang musicals often don’t want to
join adult choirs that primarily sing
traditional anthems.

On the flip side, however, youth
musicals opened the door for many
more young people to remain active

. in the church and find a place where

they could identify, according to Phil-
lip Landgrave, professor of church
music at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

The youth musicals of the late
1960s and early 1970s were a “posi-
tive effort not only to reach youth but
to identify with youth,” Landgrave
said. “It gave them a voice.”

To understand the cultural context
in which church youth musicals de-
veloped, Landgrave and others said,
take into account the influence of pop-
ular youth touring groups called “Up
With People” and similar groups that
popularized a kind of wholesome
youth folk music.

Some religious youth musicals
were written as specific antidotes to
contemporary threats to the youth cul-
ture. For example, Ralph Carmicha-
el’s “Natural High,” published in
1970, was a response to the drug cul-

But making the transition into the
church with even wholesome contem-
porary music did not happen without
conflict, Landgrave recalled. “There
was a problem for some people who
held on to tradition at all costs,” he
noted.

Also, the guitar “had gained some
reputation with rock music,” he add-
ed. “To see a guitar in the sanctuary
was tantamount to some people think-
ing they were going to do rock music,
which by definition was considered by
some to be anti-Christian.”

“Many people at the time were
very upset if you brought an acoustic
guitar into a church,” confirmed Elw-
yn Raymer, a Kentucky native who
in the 1970s was music editor for the
Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board. “It wouldn’t matter if you sang

A PULPIT MUSICAL/DRAMA

BOOK

MUSIC BY BURYL RED

CELEBRATE _LIFE!

D RYRICS BY RAGAN COURTNEY

anice rendition of ‘Silent Night.” They

thought it said in Scripture that you

couldn’t do that with a guitar.”
William Reynolds, former head of

the Sunday School Board’s church

music: department.and now a profes- |
sor at Southwestern Baptist Theolog: |
| Phillip.Landgrave. ,:-

" @ Tell it Like it Is, 1969

ical Seminary, recalled a youth group
from Houston that learned this lesson
the hard way.

The youth group traveled across
town to another Southern Baptist
church to present the musical “Good
News.” After the third song, the pas-
tor of the host church stood up and
kindly asked the choir to leave, ex-
plaining, “We don’t sing that kind of
music in our church.”

Yet today, the music of “Good
News” and “Celebrate Life” looks
tame in comparison to contemporary
worship trends, noted Raymer, who
now heads the contemporary Chris-
tian division of BMG Music in Nash-
ville.

“At the time it was very-trend-set-
ting. But you look at the music now
and you think, really?”

Cathy Sue Smith

By Robert Dunston

We at Cumberland College are
delighted to have Cathy Sue Smith
on campus this year as our mission-
ary in residence.

Smith serves with the Southern
Baptist International Mission Board
in Cainta, part of the huge metrop-
olis of Manila in the Philippines.
Her ministry is at Faith
Academy, where she
teaches second grade.

Faith Academy pro-

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE .

versity. During this time, she was
pursuing her dream to serve in for-
eign missions. Upon completing six
months of training at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, Smith
was appointed to the Philippines as
an elementary teacher. This past
June, she completed her first four-
year term at Faith Academy.

We rejoice at what God has done
in Smith’s life. She ac-
cepted Jesus Christ as her
Savior and Lord during a.
campus revival here at

vides education from kin-
dergarten through high
school to the children of
missionaries who serve
throughout Southeast
Asia. The school has 626
students from 26 coun-
tries and whose parents

Cumberland College.
While she was a student
here, God called her to
foreign missions. She re-
sponded by serving two
summers as a summer
missionary in Israel and
then by dedicating her

represent 87 Christian
missions groups. About a third of
the students live at the school and
thus. are separated from their par-
ents by many miles. Smith super-
vises these dormitory students as
well as helping coach women’s soc-
cer and basketball.

Smith graduated from Cumber-
land College in 1989 with a bache-
lor of science degree in elementary
education having concentrated in
elementary, special and early child-
hood education. She taught elemen-
tary school for several years and
completed a master’s degree in ed-
ucation at Western Kentucky Uni-

life to full-time foreign
missions service. Her story shows
how God is working at Cumberland
College to touch and change lives.
Smith would love to speak about
the work God is doing in the Phil-
ippines. Having known her for
more than 10 years, I think you
would be inspired by her testimony
and Christian spirit. Contact Smith
by calling her at (606) 539-5185 or
the school’s religion and philoso-
phy department, (606) 539-4261.

Robert Dunston is chairman of lhe i
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wii-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

Jesus said to his apostles, “you
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in Judea, and Samaria and to
the ends of the earth.” This teach-
ing is one that continues to motivate
and encourage Kentucky Baptists to
continue cooperating in missionary,
educational and benevolent endeav-
ors for the cause of Christ in our
local communities, state, nation and
to the ends of the earth.

September reminds
me of Kentucky Baptist
state missions. Kentucky
Woman’s Missionary

State missions deserves your support

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

calling. In addition to Kentucky
WMU, here is a list of the ones
whose boards are elected by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention and
which deserve your and my finan-
cial support: Campbellsville Uni-
versity, Cedarmore Baptist Assem-
bly, Clear Creek Baptist Bible Col-
lege, Cumberland College, George-
town College, Jonathan Creek Bap-
tist Assembly, Kentucky
Baptist Convention State
Mission- Board, Ken-
tucky Baptist Founda-
tion, Kentucky Baptist

Union gets the credit for
implanting this in my
memory and keeping my
state missions awareness
heightened. WMU also
gets the credit for the
statewide educational,
prayerful and financial
support of state missions,
particularly through the
week of prayer and the Eliza Broa-
dus Offering for State Missions.
How fortunate we Kentucky
Baptists are to have the quality and
variety of state missions organiza-
tions that are extending on a daily
basis our hands and feet in touch-
ing peoples’ lives for the cause of
Christ. What we could never do
alone we are doing together through
these organizations. Although space
will not allow, I wish I could testify
on every organization’s behalf how
each is fulfilling its state missions

Barry Allen »

Homes for Children,
Oneida Baptist Institute
and Western Recorder.
The current financial
requirements to keep our
Kentucky Baptist state
missions family produc-
tive are: $165 per minute,

$10,000 per hour, "
$240,000 per day or $87
million per year.

Piease call Laurie Valentine or
me at (502) 244-6466 to discover
how you can provide lasting sup-
port and make a permanent invest-
ment in one or more of these state
missions organizations. Even if you
need income from your state mis-
sions investment, there is a way for
you to give now.

Barry Allen is president of the |
Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 10605
Shelbyville Louisville, KY

40223.

Road,

Early youth
musicals

B Good News, 1967, by
Bab,. Oldenburg.

B Purnose, 1969, by

by Ralph Carmichael

@ Life, 1970, by Otis
Skillings

B Now Hear It Again,
1970, by Bob Burroughs
W Natural High, 1970,
by Ralph Carmichael

B Celebrate Life, 1972,
by Ragan Courtney and
Buryl Red
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FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Midlane Park Baptist
Church in Louisville, and
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Clifton Baptist Church in
Louisville. Holladay and
Hager welcome feedback
or suggestions for book

' reviews. Contact them
via e-mail at:
docholladay@juno.com
or jwhager@juno.com
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The Church’s Portraits of Jesus. Linda
MecKinnish  Bridges. Smyth and
Helwys, 1997. 116 pages. $11.95.
®09® (out of five)

If you have ever wondered why
there are multiple Gospels, this book
is for you. If you have ever wondered
why Jesus seems different in each
Gospel, this book is for you. If you
have ever tried to answer the above
questions for someone else, this book
is for you. In other words, anyone in-
terested in the study of the Gospels
will find this book useful and inter-
esting. Bridges contends that each
Gospel paints a picture of Jesus that
reflects the distinctive background and
needs of a community of the early
church. Bridges uses the analogy of
viewing multiple portraits in a gallery
in order to help us approach each Gos-
pel and its meaning. Her analogy
helps the reader understand that the
meaning of the text is not only in the
portrait painted but also in the effect
of the portrait on the viewer.

Her final chapter encourages every
reader to answer the question, “Who
is Jesus Christ, anyway?” Bridges’
work is solid scholarship and yet
maintains easy accessibility for the
person in the pew. Preachers will find
the book useful because of the splen-
did stories Bridges weaves into her
exposition of the teachings and per-
spective of each Gospel. The book is
ideal for both individual and group
study. Wayne Hager

How to Increase Giving in Your

i\ ‘Chureh. George Barna. Regal Books,

1997. 184 pages. $17.99 ¢ 66 ®

Sometimes George Barna’s writ-

ings about the life and ministry of the
church come too close to doing church
by statistics. That is, find out what
people want or what the limits of their
tolerances are, and tailor the church’s
programs, worship and ministry to
those wants or limits.

Happily, “How to Increase Giv-
ing” does not fall into that trap. True,
the book is based on 11 nationwide
surveys during a four-year time frame,
interviewing more than 10,000 adults.
While most of those surveyed indicat-
ed that they regularly gave to church-
es and other charities, a sizable num-
ber indicated they never contribute to
those organizations. Their responses
provide a fascinating look into the
minds of those who do and do not
give, and this is a significant contri-
bution.

But, Barna is not content simply to
report on the attitudes of people about
giving. Nor is he willing to reduce his
prescriptions for increasing giving to
pandering to the lowest common de-
nominator. As in many of his other
works, Barna does argue that those
who plan giving campaigns should
consider seriously what the surveys
say. However, he further argues that
church leaders should challenge many
attitudes people bring to the question
of financial stewardship. :

This is one guide that would bene-
fit any person responsible for some
aspect of the church’s finances. Jim
Holladay

Practical Praying. Linette Martin.
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co.
1997. 179 pages. € &6 &

“Itis wise to ask yourself from time

to time, ‘Why do I want to pray bet-
ter?’ If the main purpose is to achieve
internal quietness, you are looking for
a nice religious feeling rather than
contact with the dangerous, living
Christ.”

Throughout this book, Linette
Martin contends that the challenge of
prayer is to offer all of who we are, at
every time of our life, in every way
we can to the God who “...is absolute-
ly uncontrollable and absolutely
good.”

Martin’s practical guide to devel-
oping a life of prayer is based on the
fundamental assumption that prayer is
not easy, and that a life of prayer takes
time to develop.

In the 18 pithy, yet succinct chap-
ters, Martin offers practical sugges-
tions, with solid spiritual rationale, for
using one’s whole self in the discipline
of prayer. I found myself being dis-
turbed and challenged by her insights
and suggestions.

Those of us in the free-church tra-
dition, with its emphasis on informal
prayers, should hear her discussion of
the strengths and limitations of extem-
poraneous praying and learn the ben-
efits of using written prayers from the
history of the church. As a pastor, I
found myself more than a little un-
comfortable with her indictment of
“prayer as gossip” during many. prayer
meetings. :

I almost put the book down early
on when she dismissed the need for a
conversion experience as a foundation
for a vital prayer life. I am glad I didn’t

Jlet that stop, me, because .it.became

clear that she is convinced conversion
and prayer go hand in hand. Jim Hol-
laday

' Power-Packed Promises: From God

to Me—From Me to God. Andy
Holmes, illustrated by Rob Suggs.
Baker Books, 1997. 95 pages. $12.99.
L 2 22

A growing and important area of
Christian publishing is devotional
books for children. Twenty years ago
the only Christian books available for
children were illustrated Bible story
books and children’s bibles. Today, a
parent can choose from a wide vari-
ety of books geared specifically for a
devotional time.

This latest offering from Baker
Books picks up on the popular theme
of God’s promises and explores prom-
ises through 10 levels. Each level in-
cludes an introductory lesson with a
“power-packed principle,” followed
by four devotions that further devel-
op the principle.

The unique feature of this book is
that with each promise from God a
suggestion is made as to the promise
the child can make back to God. For
example, when the promise from God
is that even the smallest deeds of kind-
ness will be remembered and reward-
ed by God, the child is encouraged to
promise to be kind to others. An illus-
tration is given for each “power-
packed principle” that teaches how to
communicate the principle in sign lan-
guage.

The fast-moving devotions are ap-
plication stories and not the re-telling
of a Bible story or passage. Scripture
references are provided for parents
and children who want additional de-

‘votional reading in Scripture. The tar-

get age for this book is 5 to 8. Wayne
Hager

Do you need a will?

have a will. Baptist Healthcare

wills that underscore the
importance of wise estate
planning. Even if you
already have a will, these
brochures contain concepts
about planning and the
related benefits to family
as well as to charitable

Choosing a spouse, church, career, home, physician and
ospital, as well as many other decisions, has a daily and direct
impact on the quality of our lives. The impact on one of your most
important decisions will not be realized until after your lifetime.
If you do not have a will, the state in which you live could
* decide how your estate will be distributed after your death. With a
will, you decide those and other important matters. -
The first step in thoughtful estate planning is the decision to

ln life, each of us makes a number of important decisions.

Foundation has a number of helpful,
easy-to-understand brochures about

‘organizations that you care about.

" If you would like a free copy of any of these brochures or if
you have questions about the importance of thoughtful estate
planning, please contact Baptist Healthcare Foundation. We will
be happy to assist you without cost or obligation.

Baptist Healthcare Foundation
4007 Kresge Way
. Louisville, KY 40207
(502) 896-5035 « (800) 2244745

Missions is the language of
Southern Baptists. Our denomina-
tion began as one “doing mis-
sions.” A recent restructuring of

. our home and foreign mission
boards has not changed the con-
cept, even though I still don’t have
the new names down pat.

We have directors of missions,
Women’s Missionary Union, and
the Lottie Moon foreign
and Annie Armstrong
home missions offer-
ings. We enjoy world

- missions conferences
where we hear of excit-
ing work by missionar-
ies at home and abroad.

I am for it all.
Have you ever
thought about how help-

ing children can be an-
other way of doing mis-
sions?

Right now KBHC

Home missions, KBHC style

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

who are willing to adopt children
with special needs. These children
may be medically fragile or have
severe emotional problems stem-
ming from abuse.

We also need missionaries
who will commit to lead Bible
studies, take on special projects
and visit our children regularly.
Our staff stays so busy dealing
with day-to-day care,
and we need your in-
volvement in giving our
children spiritual
growth opportunities.

You don’t have to go
far to be a missionary
for Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children.
But remember, where
we do missions is not
what makes us mission-
aries. It is what we do
for others in Jesus’
name.

Interested? Give us a

needs missionaries to
become involved with us in many
different ways. Yeah, we need
real live missionaries to work as
direct-care staff and help meet the
physical, psychological and spir-
itual needs of children in care.

We need missionaries who will
become foster families and give
young people Christian homes. So
many children can benefit from
foster care, and we just don’t have
enough homes.

We also need missionaries

call. We can help you find a place
to do missions at Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children whether
it is for a day, a week or a year.
You’ll be making a difference in
some mighty precious lives.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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PERSONAL FINANCES

What influences
your spending
personality

By Don Spencer
Each of us is different in the

way we ap-
proach life
and - in the
way we re-
late to peo-
ple. That’s a
part of our
personalities.

Likewise,
- we have dif-
fering per-
sonalities - when it comes to
spending money. All of us make
money: mistakes. The trick is to
learn from those mistakes and not
overdo them.

Does one or more of these
spending personalities describe
you?

B Impulsive Buyer. These are
often the “last of the big time
spenders.” They seldom compar-
ison shop. They buy on a whim.
They are the most likely to “blow
the budget.” Tip: Leave the store.
Most of the time you won’t re-
turn to buy the product.

B Hot Potato Buyer. This
spender will put off making de-
cisions. They wait until the pres-
sure mounts. Then, they react
impulsively. Tip: Take the time
needed to educate yourself before
making important spending deci-
sions. Then make the decision,
and do it.

B Fanatical shopper. This

- shopper spends excessive energy
just to save a few dollars. Tip:

. Remember, time is money. Don’t
- spend $10 worth of time to save

$2.

B Esteem buyer. This shopper
buys to gain approval of peers.
This is the one who, eager to gain
approval of a spouse after a fight,
will frequently buy expensive
gifts, even if the fight was about
overspending. Tip: Gain your
own esteem by conquering
spending mistakes.

B Overdone buyer. This per-
son spends excessively on a hab-
it or hobby, often at the expense
of other family needs. Tip: Iden-
tify the underlying cause, such as
boredom. If necessary, ask a
friend or professional for help.

B Balance-it-to-the-penny
buyer. This is the analytical, de-
tail-oriented person. Planning is
critical in his or her thinking, Of-

_ten, this person will spend too
long studying and planning when
he should get on with it. He tends
to be rigid and sometimes legal-
istic. Tip: Be flexible. Actin faith.
Take some risks. Sometiimes,
lower your standards.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
* planner and directs the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s annuity department.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Coalition lists
fall priorities

for Congress

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
new president of the Christian Coali-
tion last week elevated legislation to
combat religious persecution overseas

-to the top of his organization’s list of
congressional priorities.

Don Hodel said the Religious
Right’s leading advocacy group
would emphasize the issue because “it
is an international crisis and U.S. in-
action is a disgrace.” Hodel added that
the group remains committed to its
previously announced agenda for the
105th Congress.

That agenda—unveiled in January
by former Executive Director Ralph

Reed—included an emphasis on tax -

cuts and other economic initiatives
designed to aid families. It also in-
cludes efforts to reach out to inner-city
minorities through faith-based anti-
crime and anti-drug programs.

Hodel also said passage of the Re-
ligious Freedom Amendment, which
would allow prayer in public schools,
and education reforms designed to
increase local control would also be
coalition concerns when Congress re-
convenes after Labor Day.

Hodel’s comments drew immedi-
ate criticism from long-time coalition
critics.

“There’s a great irony here;” said
Carole Shields, president of the liber-
al People for the American Way Ac-
tion Fungd. “The Christian Coalition
today proclaims its desire to fight for
religious liberty abroad. But with the
same breath it renews its assault on
religious liberty at home.”

Shields was referring to the coali-
thl‘l $ support for what she called

“captive” school prayer.

For a conference brog

er 10—11 1997
First Baptls hurch, Bowling Green

ure and registration information, contact the
Church Growth Division at P.O. 43433, Louisville, Kentucky or 502-245-4101

NATIONAL NOTES

begin a new
They see a
about it, and t

Church Staff
Pastors

: Organizational
Church - A healthy Directors
growing church that is

responding
to people’s needs.

Lay Leaders

Teachers of any
age group

Any Believer
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

~ray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist

partnerships with Russia .

and New England:

B Irina, the Russian
secretary for the
Kentucky partnership

office in Moscow, as she

moves to Jackson,
Tenn., to study at Union
University this fall.
Wisdom for Bob and
Nancy Walden as they
seek a replacement.

B The Baptist church in
Pskof, Russia, which
recently celebrated its
110th. anniversary.

B Antonio and Andrea
Aro and the Brazilian
Bible study group that
meets in their home in
Brighton, Mass.

M [glesia Bautista El
Calvario of Chelsea,
Mass., and Iglesia
Bautista Fundamento
Ferme of Lynn, Mass.,
as the two Spamsh
churches seek a pastor:

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BENTON—Bethlehem Church
called Jack Kee as pastor. He was or-
dained to the gospel ministry at Gil-
bertsville Church July 27.

B FRANKLIN—BIlackjack Church
called David Renfroe as pastor. He
previously was pastor at Welfare
Church in Jamestown. He began his
new ministry July 20.

B LEXINGTON—Chevy Chase-

Church will celebrate its S0th anniver-
sary Sept. 27-28. A reunion/fellow-
ship will be Saturday at 7 p.m. Dinner
will be served after the Sunday morn-
ing worship service.

B LOUISVILLE—Dallas Vincent
recently retired as pastor at Ormsby
Heights Church. He will be available
for interims, supply preaching, reviv-

Mountains to the MlSSlsgppl

als a.nd Bible studies. He will reside
in Louisville and can be reached at
(502) 937-7003.

Harry Gibson, age 89, longtime
member of Walnut Street Church,
died Aug. 21. He taught Sunday
school over 30 years and was a dea-
con for 12 year. Gibson is survived
by his wife, Margaret; one son; two
daughters, and two grandchildren.

Cooper Chapel Road Church will
host La Gran Festival Hispana family
picnic Sept. 14 from 1 a.m.-4 p.m. at
McNeely Lake Park. For more infor-
mation call Ruth Pascual (502) 955-
7933 or Gus Reyes (502) 222-7841.
Bl McCREARY COUNTY—Forty
members of First Church in Whitley
City, First Church in Stearns and Be-

Barbers appomted missionaries

RICHMOND, Va. —
Former Shepherdsville
pastor Garry Barber and
his wife, Judith, recently
were appointed to serve
as Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries to the Ukraine.

Barber, who served
more than two years as
pastor of Sunnyside
Baptist Church, will
serve in general evange-
lism.

V,&,ﬁs’pecific.ally, I be- Brbe’s

lieve that God has called
me and gifted me to
train and disciple
church leaders and pas-
tors cross-culturally,”
he said.

Mrs. Barber will serve
in church and home out-
reach evangelism. “We
are all excited about the
path God has shown us
and our future in building
his kingdom overseas,”
she said.

thel Church spent nine days in July on
a partnership mission trip at Gallup
Hill Baptist Church in Ledyard, Conn.
The Kentucky team led vacation Bi-
ble school, backyard Bible clubs, an
evangelistic crusade, a youth rally,
door-to-door canvassing and magic
shows. More than 50 people made
professions of faith in Christ during
the effort. Larry Frisby, associate
pastor at First Church in Whitley City,
was team leader.

B MURRAY—Flint Church called
Timothy Franklin as pastor. Frank-
lin began his ministry July 13.

B OWENTON—Pleasant Ridge
Church held groundbreaking ceremo-
nies Aug. 17 for a new fellowship hall
and extra Sunday school rooms. Dav-
id Wotier is pastor. -

B PRINCETON—First Church wxll
celebrate homecoming Sept. 21 to
honor the 20th anniversary of Pastor
Bill Tichenor. Events include a

- homecoming choir consisting of cur-

rent and former choir members, 10:30
a.m. worship, dinner and an afternoon
program at Caldwell County High
School. Call (502) 365-5591 for more
informatiomn.

B SALYERSVILLE—First Church
called Interim Pastor Matthew Gul-
lion as pastor. He began his new min-
istry in mid July.

B SMITHFIELD—Smithfield
Church recently ordained Robert
Cantrall to the gospel ministry. Can-
trall is a student at Southern Seminary
and serves as associate pastor/minis-
ter to young adults at Immanuel
Church in Shepherdsville.

B STANFORD—Freedom Church
will host a women’s retreat 9 a.m.-3
p-m. Sept. 6. Marilyn Huffman of
Lexington will be the speaker. Call
(606) 365-8012 for more information.
Stuart Dawson is pastor.

B STURGIS—Grangertown Church
called Dale Hanson as pastor. Han-
son began his new ministry Aug. 17.

LEARN TO,

PRE-MARITAL & NEWLY MARRIED
COUPLESGROUP

I ] HELP YOUR RELATIONSHIP BE NON-ABUSIVE
AND LAST A LIFETIME -
LET GO POWER/CONTROL, COMMUNICATE,
RESOLVE CONFLICTS PEACEFULLY WITH CONTROLLED
ANGER, DEAL WITH STRESS, DEFINE COMMON GOALS.
502-895-9095
CONTACT: David J. Riffe ACSW, LCSW
Registered with Long Run Baptist Association
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Ribbons, corndogs and “antelope” Welcome to the class of 2001

On August 23, some of our faculty and staff
children made what has become an annual trip to
the Kentucky State Fair. It was our third year to
compete in the fair’s spelling bee, and for the third
year in a row we brought home a blue ribbon.

Our 15 young people comprised the largest
group of participants we’ve ever taken. They were
accompanied by enough teachers and parents to
supply an ample cheering section.

The group left Oneida at 7 a.m., and excite-
ment levels were running high. After all, this
would be more than a spelling competition. A trip
to the fair means many things: candied
apples and-pepcom, exhibits of crafts
and cooking, rides on the midway and,
of course, savoring the sights and smells
of cattle, sheep and swine.

Oneida Baptist Institute Chaplain
Michael Spencer had told the student
body that his favorite part of the fair is
biting into “the world’s best corndog.”.
Sixth-grader Zech Siler began making
plans in advance. In the van halfway to
Louisville he asked, “Now where did
Mr. Spencer say we could get one of
those corndogs?”

Once at the fmrgmunds the group

THIS IS
ONEI

W.F. Underwood

the second round. Our younger students spelled
bravely, but were eliminated one by one.

When our fifth and sixth graders began their
bee, they knew they were our last hope. By the
time only four children were left standing, three -
of them were from Oneida. Their teacher, Eliza-
beth Buckner, realized victory would be ours. “I
knew by then that at least two of the three win-
ners would be from Oneida.”

Cliff Godbold finished fourth, and Noel Spen-
cer eamned the third-place ribbon. That left Veron-
1ca Bowling to battle an opponent from another
school. Veronica is the niece of our late
president, Barkley Moore. She attend-
ed the spelling bee two years ago when
her brother, Will, participated. But she
did not want to take part herself. Last
year she entered the bee and did quite
well. This year, though shy and soft-
spoken, Veronica was a force to be
reckoned with.

When only two contestants remain,
the rules change. Veronica had to spell
correctly any word her opponent
missed, then successfully spell another
word in order to win. When the other
student missed “macaw,” Veronica set

had plenty of time to enjoy the rides and
exhibits before the first spelling bee of the after-
noon. Children participating in the bees are
grouped into three categories, based on the school
grades they completed last spring. Our biggest
group this year was in the 5th-and 6th grade divi-
sion.

The Kentucky State Farm Bureau sponsors
bees both on weekdays and weekends. We always
go on a Saturday, when attendance is up and the
competition is fierce. This year was no exception.

In a practice round, the children told their
names and the school they attend, then spelled a
warm-up word. The contest began in earnest on

things straight. Then our adults held
their breath as the announcer stated “antelope.”
Veromca thought for just a moment before be-
ginning; “‘a-n-t-e-l-o-p-e.” Yes! She had won.

Middle school principal Ed Lowdenback was
quick to praise all the students who took part. “I'm
proud of our teachers and our students for the
quality of their participation,” he said. “I think the
bee has helped our kids want to do better in spell-
mg »”

And did Zech ever find that corndog? “Oh,
yeah!” he exclaimed, eyes shining. “It was good.”

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is presidént of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

The new term started Aug. 25.
We are thrilled with 42 new stu-
dents who completed orientation.
These first-time students represent
another successful year for our ad-
missions process. They come to us
from seven states. Kentucky leads
the way with 23 students, followed
by Tennessee (11), Ohio (four) and
Virginia (two). We have one stu-
.dent each from Georgia, Texas and
West Virginia. Seventeen new stu-
dents are single; 25 are
married. The married stu-
dents have 37 children,
ages 1 to 20. Twenty-two
of these children are girls,
and 15 are boys.

Last year Clear Creek
trustees revised our ad-
mission policy regarding
younger students. The
catalog now reads, “Al-
though Clear Creek’s his-
toric emphasis is theolog-
ical education for the
adult student, we recog-

Bill Whittaker

while seven are in their 30s.

What job skills does this class
bring? Previous employment in-
cludes computer programmer, pas-
tor, theater, mechanic, career mis-
sionary, electrician, land surveyor,
store clerk, mechanical contractor,
insurance, department store manag-
er, construction, auto detailer, typ-
ist, amusement park worker, nail
technician, carpenter, grocery

stocker, factory assembler, military,

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

security, family services,
truck driver, real estate
agent and clerk. Twenty-
three of the group have
some previous college
work.

We may have our first
father-daughter team en-
rolled. After 10 years as
a Tennessee pastor, Jerry
Lusk followed God’s
leadership to secure addi-
tional training. His 18-
year-old daughter, Jessi-
ca, is also a student with

nize God calls individu-
als when they are younger. Appli-
cants below age 21 are considered
for a special admissions status.
Some previous college is helpful.
Primary concern of the admissions
committee will be the spiritual ma-

requirement of any applicant is “ev-
idence of divine call” to God’s
work. The average age for the class
of 2001 is 28, with only six students
below age 21. The oldest student is
age 52. Six students are in their 40s,

turity of the individual.” The first.

~ the many adjustments they. have to

us. Younger sister Gin-
ger, 16, recently returned from sum-
mer missions in Timbuktu.

Twenty-year-old Daniel “Jere-
miah” King returns to familiar
sights. His father is a 1992 alum-
nus and recently graduated from
Southwestern Seminary.

Pray for these new students and

make.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-

ville, Ky. 40977
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Music minister says lead
or get ready to lose
worshippers

Unless worship services “start
somewhere and go somewhere,”
younger participants will lose interest, a
veteran music minister told his peers.

Norman Behymer, minister of music
at Council Road Baptist Church in
Bethany, Okla., said many worship
services cause younger people to “lock
out emotionally” because the services
do not flow.

“For something to flow, it has to start
somewhere and go somewhere,”
Behymer said. “School musicals flow,
television presentations are cohesive.
Why can’t worship be the same way and
have energy?”

Behymer was quick to point out that
taking people to the throne of God does
not mean using “bigger and better
music Sunday after Sunday. It is an
attitude that directs people to the Lord
Jesus. Worship should be a fresh
encounter every week.

“If you are bored or frustrated with
your services, that isn’t bad,” he advised
ministers of music. “God is about to do
something in your heart to lead your
worship in a new direction.”

Migrants offer
opportunities for ministry

There are more than 1 million
migrant workers in the United States,
which translates to more than 1 million
ministry opportunities.

“Whatever the form of the ministry, it
has consistently resulted in professions
of faith,” said Donoso Escobar,
immigration and refugee associate for
the North American Mission Board.

“Evangelization fleshes out the
gospel by presenting migrant workers
with tangibles of God’s individualized
love,” he said.

Prayér ministries
rewarding, but hard work

Carrying on a divine conversation
with God is both spiritually rewarding
and personally fulfilling, but it also is
tough work, said a leader in the field.

“Real prayer is hard work, and a
church cannot rely solely on faith to
keep a prayer ministry alive,” said T.W.
Hunt, author of several resources
related to prayer.

For a church to have a healthy prayer
ministry, it must have a staff who base
their lives on prayer and whose
meetings “are permeated by prayer,”
said Hunt, who recommends two types
of prayer ministries for churches—
intercessory and watchman.

In an intercessory prayer ministry,
people gather at the church to pray in
groups. In a watchman prayer ministry,
they pray in their homes during an
hour assigned to them each week. The
result is that someone from the church
is praying around the clock.

Hunt suggested a church participate
in both an intercessory and a
watchman prayer ministry. “But if you
can only do one, do a watchman
because it involves more people.”

Leaders know whether it’s
yesterday, today,
tomorrow

“What time is it?”
‘Effective leaders must know the

visiting someone experiencing poor
health or the death of a family member,
according to Bob Sheffield, a
consultant in the Baptist Sunday
School Board’s pastor-staff leadership
department. ;

Instead, begin by expressing
friendship and concern for the person’s
situation. If people who are ill or
bereaved want to express how they
feel, he said, the words of support
provide that opportunity but do not
demand a response the person may
not feel up to giving. ’

“The key element we bring to any
caring situation is the ability to listen,”
Sheffield said. Good listeners, he said,

‘look at the person speaking, pay close

attention and react responsively. They
do not interrupt the speaker, but are

answer to that ) sensitive to
question, said what the

Gary Fenton, ; u r speaker is
pastor of saying.
Dawson Likewise, good
Memorial listeners do not
Baptist Church rush the

in Birmingham, Tips from Ridgecrest & Glorieta conferences  speaker. They
Ala. ask appropriate

“Tomorrow is the world we have to
live in if we want to be leaders. It may
only be 1997, but the 21st century has
already started. Aimost all of the
projections for the next century have
already happened.”

Fenton offered suggestions for how
“tomorrow thinkers” can focus on the
next generation:

0 Look at the basic demographics of
an area or region. He said one Baptist
campus ministry in Texas is developing
plans to-use senior adults in its
program because of the population
explosion in the latter group forecast
for their region.

- B Look for significant generational
changes. Quoting studies by the U.S.
Navy, Fenton said Americans are
moving from a society of linear,
rational thinkers to one composed of
non-linear thinking people.

B Try to interpret the impact of
technological changes. The computer -
has not only changed communication
but how people expect results, he said.

“People expect immediate response,
and that desire for speed doesn’t stop
when they leave their computer. ...
More than ever before, we’re going to
have to be ready to give an answer
about our beliefs. We need to be
anticipating the questions people are
going to ask.” '

Quiet listening can
minister better than
nervous chatter

“How are you feeling?” isn’t usually
the most appropriate opening line when

questions, are emotionally controlled
and do not havea hidden agenda.

Churches advecating
change must be healthy

An African-American church must
register a healthy pulse, be of sound
mind and purpose, and have a strong
pastor if it is to serve as an agent for
change in its community, a professor:
and pastor said.

“A healthy church is a change-agent
church. A healthy church is always
growing,” said T. Vaughn Walker,
professor of black church studies at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
and senior pastor of First Gethsemane -
Baptist Church in Louisville.

“The No. 1 issue of many churches

* is their need to change—to adapt to

the communities’ needs,” Walker said,
adding African-American churches
come from historical and traditional
backgrounds—“the churches that have
the hardest times changing.”

" “l suggest the issue for churches
that want to become change agents is
that they become balanced and
healthy,” Walker said. “The African-
American church has always been a
holistic church, meaning it always
believed in ministering to the whole
person. It now has to develop a holistic
strategy for healthy church
development.”

Church history doesn’t
have to be ‘dry as dust’

- Stories about people can prevent a

~ church’s history from being “dry as

dust,” said Pat Brown, a media and
church history consultant for the Baptist
Sunday School Board '

“History is not just facts; it is
stories,” Brown said. “And compiling
stories is a good way to start a history.”

While the style, size and cost of a
printed church history can vary greatly,
Brown encouraged all churches to
reaffirm their roots and tell the story of
who they are as a family of faith, if only
in duplicated and stapled form.

And she urged churches to publish a
history that is “user-friendly, not.a
scholarly document. Far better to have a
collection of stories with a timetable'in
the back than to have something so
detailed that no one wants to read it.”

Be creative and fiexible to
reach inner-city

Churches can combine creativity with
flexibility to reach urban residents, said
New York church planters Linda and
Larry Holcomb.

They listed four keys to effective
ministry: pray, know the needs of your
community, be creative and flexible, and
don’t be afraid to experiment.

-+ Among their creative ideas: gaining -
permission from coffee house owners
to bring in music for entertainment and
church members who are customers
and seek out relationships with others in
the audience. They also have conducted
vacation Bible school in city parks and
used public libraries to host dialogues
on community-interest issues.

FINAL TOUCHES Cindy Steer (Ieft) of Grapeving, |
Texas, and Kent Shirley, missionary to Bolivia,
finish laminating a picture for an education kit. The
kits the volunteers made during Jericho week wil!
be used on mission fields in North America and
overseas. (BP photo by Bill Bangham)
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