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McNeal: ‘We
have 'church'es
more worldly

than the culture

‘;Edltor

~ BOWLING GREEN—Mak— '
:'mg churches culturally relevant
_ in order to reach people does not
require watering down the gos-
_ pel, according to church growth
consultant Reggie McNeal.
‘McNeal, a consultant with the
South_ Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion, was keynote speaker for a
session on numerical growth dur-
ing the Church Health Summit
- Oct. 10—11atF1rstBaptlstChurch.“-
_of Bowling Green. '
“People say to be culturally -'
relevant somehow waters down
the gospel,” McNeal noted. “That
is erroneous and agamst the Spmt
of Jesus.”
The irony, he saxd, is “we have
- many churches that are more
- worldly than the culture.” ~
- In reahty, churches that shun .

are s1t|:mg m a c urch saymg, :':

fi f’nect better pay attention to that.”

eal recalle amember of
- ch h he vmusly.:E
- servedas pastor telling him, ‘I'm
not so sure it ought to be c_onve- .

~ nient to come to church.”

CHURCH HEALTH CONFERENCE David Stanc a associate pator of St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville, leads a conference on
church decision-making during the Church Health Summit, Oct. 10-11 at First Baptist Church of Bowling Green. “A good decision made

of Bowling Green. Stories on pages 7-10.

_ through a bad process is a bad decision,” Stancil said. More than 620 people attended the two-day conference at First Baptist Church

Anderson: Where is your church headed?

~ By Ken Walker

State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—Just as he
only boards an airplane when as-
sured it will reach its destination,
Leith Anderson said churches must
know where they are going.

The pastor of Wooddale Church
in Minneapolis said
the journey’s suc-
cess depends on the
congregation  an-
. swering a crucial

. question: “Why?”

“Why does your

church exist?” asked

Anderson, a keynote

speaker ~ at the
Church Health Sum-
mit in Bowling Green, Oct. 10-11.
“Every connecting flight I get on, I
ask if it goes where I want to go. I
want a pilot who knows where we’re
going and what the trip will look
like.”

A church should set forth its mis-
sion in a statement of purpose, Ander-
son said. Wooddale states its purpose

is: “To honor God by making disci-
ples for Jesus Christ.”

After a church determines its mis-
sion it should contemplate its vision.
That means determining what the
church will look like in 10 years if its
purpose is fulfilled, he said.

“In business everyone has a vi-
sion,” said Anderson. “In the airline
business they have a word for a per-
son who doesn’t share their vision.
He’s called a hijacker.

“Those who have a divergent vi-

sion from the airplane or the church -

ought to be brought into the central
vision or get off,” he added.

The problem with many churches
is not a few dissidents, he said. In-
stead, a church with 100 members of-
ten will have 107 visions. Thus, lead-
ers must have a clear vision and com-
municate it to members, Anderson
said.

However, he cautioned leaders
from expecting people to understand
the vision easily.

When he arrived at a church in
Colorado, Anderson said, there were
relatively few new converts. Though

his initial efforts at evangelism were
disastrous, when a couple finally be-
came Christians it changed everyone s
outlook, he said.

“It was wonderful,” he recalled. “It
became a transforming experience for
the church. They didn’t get it until
they could see it.”

Churches must reach decisions in
a healthy manner, he said, adding that
many churches allow dysfunctional
members to make their decisions.

When members meekly go along
with dissenters who gripe the loudest,
the whole church then becomes dys-
functional, he said.

By contrast, he said, a healthy
church reaches sound decisions by lin-
ing up with a common purpose and
vision.

“We now have a picture of healthy
decision-making” at Wooddale,
Anderson said. “We read the same
books, see the same videos and watch
the same dramas. When we make
healthy decisions it is transforming,
powerful and wonderful. It honors
Jesus Christ and miakes disciples for
hlm 2

Nearly half of Americans rarely engage in religious activity

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

OXNARD, Calif—Nearly half of
Americans are church “non-mem-
bers” who “rarely engage in religious
endeavor,” according to groupings in
a study that gauge the religious in-
volvement of U.S. adults.

A study by the Angus Reid Group
divided Americans into six categories
according to their religious involve-
ment.

Forty-seven percent were de-

scribed as “non-members,” those who

rarely engage in religious activities or
contribute to charitable causes. They

tend to have limited education and do
not keep up with current events, the
study also found. Other groupings
identified by Reid researchers were:

1 “Religion first,” about 17 percent.
These people are church members and
they also participate in several “reli-
gious-oriented efforts,” such as Sun-
day school and community service.

“These people are older than aver-
age, possess moderate levels of edu-
cation and are the most likely to regu-
larly engage in personal spiritual ac-
tivities,” according to the study, which
was profiled in the Barna Report
newsletter.

§ “Community and church,” 10

percent. Members of this group gen-
erously volunteer their time and ser-
vices and “exhibit a balance between

faith and community work,” Barna

noted.

§ “Limited involvement,” 9 per-
cent. These people volunteer sparing-
ly, and don’t get involved in church-
related efforts,” the survey found.

I “Jobs and culture,” also 9 per-
cent. These people are active in at least
one professional or career-related or-
ganization, and they also tend to par-
ticipate in educational or cultural non-
profit organizations, the research re-
vealed. However, their religious in-
volvement is “limited, if at all exis-

tent.”

§ “Service and seniors,” about 8
percent. “One of the most widely in-
volved groups are the elder citizens,”
the Barna Report noted. “Religious
activity is one of their top priorities,
but it competes for their attention with
social service, senior citizens pro-

~ grams and support groups.”

In addition to describing the na-
tion’s -religions makeup, researchers
polled Americans on possible priori-
ties for the government to address.

“Promoting family” was the No. 1
cause, cited by 31 pereent. Second
was “raising moral standards,” 18 per-
cent.



BAPTIST BITS

B James Edwards
resigned Oct. 6 as
chancellor and chief
executive officer of
William Carey College in
Hattiesburg, Miss., in the
aftermath of an
investigation that
concluded he “falsely
represented” information
on a 1994 federal grant
application. Trustees of
the Baptist-affiliated
school have agreed to a
$345,666 settlement

{ with the federal
government.

H “The Mormon Puzzle,”
a 70-minute video
produced by the
Southern Baptist
Convention’s North
American Mission
Board, is being mailed
free to every SBC church
by the Sunday School
Board. NAMB produced
the video to educate
Southern Baptists about
Mormonism prior to
next summer’s SBC
annual meeting in Salt
‘Lake City.

M Al Mohler,

president of Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary, has become a
monthly columnist for
World magazine, a
weekly national news
magazine catering to a
politically and religiously
conservative audience.
Mohler’s first column for
the magazine ran in the
Oct. 18 issue.

Southern Seminary to launch 4-year Bible college

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary will transform
its Boyce Bible School into a Bible
college that offers a bachelor’s degree
in biblical studies starting next fall.

Seminary trustees approved the
proposal on a voice vote with no op-
position during their fall meeting Oct.
13-14.

The plan drew mixed responses
from Kentucky Baptist leaders, some
of whom questioned whether the new
program would compete with existing
schools.

Plans call for Boyce Bible School
to be renamed the James P. Boyce
College of the Bible, after the semi-
nary’s founding president.

Currently, Boyce Bible School of-
fers a two-year associate’s degree, and
Campbellsville University works with
the seminary to offer a bachelor of arts
in Christian studies on the seminary
campus.

The new degree would specifical-
ly target students seeking training for
ministry in a church, said Danny Akin,
seminary vice president for academic
administration.

“This is a niche degree for those
who already sense God’s call to full-
time ministry,” said Akin, who added
that some students want all four years
of their undergraduate careers to be
focused on Bible studies. “We can do
that now.”

A preliminary curriculum is divid-
ed into four categories of study: the-
ology, Bible, ministry and general,
which includes classes on English,
“great books” and computer science.

Akin will begin looking to hire a
dean for the college, which soon will
begin accepting applications for next
fall, according to information distrib-
uted to trustees. ,

Mohler said the concept furthers
the desire of James Boyce that South-
ern would accept and train ministers
who had no undergraduate education.

“This is a distinctly Baptist vision
of theological education for it recog-
nizes that our churches and ministers
require differing levels of study and
education,” he said.

Mobhler said Southern’s on-campus
Bible college will be the first South-

“I helped outl | went through my mom’s cupboard and
brought our green beans, succotash, sauerkraut,
asparagus, broccoli and spinach. This is a GREAT ideal”
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ern Baptist program of its kind, al-
though at least two other seminaries
already offer bachelor’s degrees
through on-campus colleges.

The New Orleans Baptist Theolog-
ical Seminary College of Undergrad-
uate Studies began in 1992, said Deb-
bie Moore of the seminary’s news of-
fice.

Students can pursue four years of
education for either a bachelor of arts
or a bachelor of general studies, spe-
cializing in pastoral ministry, Chris-
tian education or music, she said.

Southeastern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., of-
fers a bachelor of arts degree in bibli-
cal studies through its two-year South-
ern Baptist Theological College.

Students must have 58 hours of
prerequisite classes before they enter
the senior college, said Lee Weeks of
the seminary’s news and information
office.

Southeastern’s college began in
1995 with 100 students, Weeks said.
Enrollment doubled last year, and is
up again this year, he said.

That school also offers an associ-
ate’s degree, but it is limited to stu-
dents age 30 and older, Weeks said.

A distinction between the Boyce
program and the other two seminar-
ies is the age at which students can
enroll.

Boyce will accept students as
young as 18. The prerequisite courses
required for Southeastern’s program
means most students are at least age
20 before entering, and New Orleans
Seminary requires undergraduate stu-
dents be at least 21.

In material presented to trustees,
Southern officials said they don’t ex-
pect their college to compete with lib-
eral arts colleges. “The very tight fo-
cus on biblical studies for ministry is
the unique hallmark of the Boyce
College of the Bible,” the material
stated.

But Kentucky Baptist Convention
President Floyd Price called the new
Boyce college further evidence of
eroding trust between the national
Baptist agencies-and state Baptist
agencies.

“This appears to be one more break
in the tie that used to bind us,” said
Price, pastor of Scottsville Baptist
Church. “Why are we competing with

ourselves? We have three colleges and
one Bible college in Kentucky. Why
does Southern wish to do this rather
than recruit out of the other institu-
tions. Is this a move to dominate?”

Price noted that until recently col-
leges, Bible colleges and seminaries
hadn’t offered degrees available at
other types of institutions.

“The bottom line is the trend
moves us toward a diminishing of
cooperation,” he said. “I don’t think
it’s healthy, but I think it’s the way
we’re going.”

Officials at Campbellsville, which
has offered a bachelor’s degree at
Southern for several years, declined
to comment.

“Until we ... have had communi-
cations with officials at Southern
Seminary, any comment from us con-
cerning the new Boyce College of the
Bible would be premature,” said Marc
Whitt, vice president for advancement
at Campbellsville.

Enrollment has grown gradually
for the Campbellsville program, and
currently is up to 40, Whitt said.

Seminary leaders said they hope
the Campbellsville program will con-
tinue on campus.

“So far as we are concerned, the
Boyce-Campbellsville partnership
leading to the B.A. should continue,”
seminary leaders said in material dis-
tributed to trustees. “This offers an
excellent means of gaining a liberal
arts B.A. for those who wish to pur-
sue that option.”

Boyce College of the Bible would
be the third Baptist Bible college in
Kentucky. Mid-Continent Baptist Bi-
ble College in Mayfield is a joint-ven-
ture of 11 Baptist associations in
Western Kentucky and adjoining
states. Clear Creek Baptist Bible Col-
lege in Pineville is supported by the
Kentucky Baptist Convention.

Regarding Clear Creek, Akin said,
“We want to say that we are here not
to compete but to complement.”

Southern would not expect to draw
students from Clear Creek’s tradition-
al base in Appalachia, he said. “We’ll
draw from other areas geographical-
ly.” v

Clear Creek President Bill Whit-
taker said he’s happy any time some-
one is being trained for the ministry,
but added Boyce could attract students

who might otherwise attend Clear
Creek.

“This will affect us some because
we are pulling from the same area,”
he said, noting that Clear Creek cur-
rently has students from 18 states, in-
cluding Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee
and Indiana. The school has a current
enrollment of 159, up 12 percent from
last year.

Regarding the target audience of
ministers, he added: “This is the same
kind of student we’ve been seeking
since 1926.”

Whittaker noted that seminaries
traditionally have limited themselves
to graduate education, but added
many Baptist colleges now offer grad-
uate theological training. “We used to
get transfers from Boyce.”

One strength of Clear Creek is its
focus on families, he added. “I think
we’ll still have a strong pull for fami-
lies.” '

The Boyce College will be housed
in the Carver Hall complex on the
west end of the seminary’s campus.
Upgrading and renovation projects are
scheduled to be completed by next
Summer.

In other matters, Seminary trustees
approved the formation of a task force
of trustees and faculty to study tenure
tracks for professors. Akin will chair
that group.

Trustees learned that Harold Best
has been hired to teach as a senior pro-
fessor in the seminary’s school of
church music and worship. Best, a
non-Baptist, will teach at the seminary
through Dec. 31, 1999.

Board Chairman Jerry Johnson
announced a charter review commit-
tee will consider phasing down the
number of seminary trustees from 65
to between 30 and 40. Meetings cur-
rently cost between $3,000-$5,000
annually per trustee, and the board is
almost double the size any other sem-
inary’s, he noted.

Dennis Williams, dean of the
school of Christian education and
leadership, told trustees that his school
is developing two new doctoral de-
grees: a doctor of education in leader-
ship and a doctor of education minis-
tries.

Seminary officials also dedicated
the new $3.57 million Chiles Confer-
ence facility and dining hall.

Foundation divests money held for seminary

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
A foundation established in 1990 to
support theological education in the
Southern Baptist Convention while
bypassing the convention’s conser-
vative leadership has dissolved and
redistributed its remaining funds.

Alumni and Friends of Theolog-
ical Education was established in
1990 to “keep money coming into
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary,” one of six SBC seminaries,
The seminary had just come under
control of the SBC’s conservative
leadership, said Steve Shoemaker,
pastor of Broadway Baptist Church
in Fort Worth, Texas, and president
of the organization.

“The future of Southern Semi-
nary was extremely uncertain at that
point,” said Shoemaker, who at the

time was pastor of Crescent Hill
Baptist Church in Louisville, two
blocks from the Southern Seminary
campus.

“Individuals and churches who
loved the seminary wished to give
to its support,” Shoemaker said.
“But they did not want to commit
these monies to the seminary with-
out a provision which could redis-
tribute the funds if Southern Semi-
nary left its heritage and went a new
way. This foundation gave them a
way to give to Southern Seminary
in an uncertain time.”

But subsequently, the faculty and
administration have undergone “al-
most a complete overhaul,” Shoe-
maker noted, leading the founda-
tion’s board of directors to act upon
a charter provision allowing funds

to be redirected when Southern
Seminary “no longer fulfills its mis-
sion in a manner consistent with the
heritage of the institution during the
first century and a quarter of its his-
tory.” _

The foundation has disbursed
about $2,500 each to five causes,
Shoemaker said. They are:

B Baptist Theological Seminary
at Richmond, Va.

§ Mercer University Divinity
School in Atlanta. ;

 Baylor University’s George W.
Truett Theological Seminary in
Waco, Texas.

§ Wake Forest University Divin-
ity School in Winston-Salem, N.C.

I Kentucky Baptists who are
planning to create a new seminary
option in that state.
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KBC Executive Board hires associate for disaster relief

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

Hiring a new Brotherhood associ-
ate to coordinate disaster relief minis-
tries and discussing how to make child
care available during Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention annual meetings
topped the agenda of the KBC Exec-
utive Board’s administrative commit-
tee Oct. 14.

Larry Koch, pastor of Lowell Av-
enue Baptist Church in Campbells-
ville since 1986 and a veteran disaster
relief worker, was hired as an associ-
ate in the KBC’s Brotherhood depart-
ment.

Interim Executive Secretary-trea-
surer Jim Hawkins explained that
Koch technically will fill the associate
position recently vacated by John Lott,
who left to take a Louisville pastorate.
However, the job description has been
changed to make Koch the coordina-
tor of disaster relief ministries through
Kentucky Brotherhood. That respon-
sibility previously had been held by the
state Brotherhood director.

Larry Martin, director of the mis-
sions and evangelism division, said
disaster relief needed to be separated
from the department director’s job be-
cause in the past whenever Kentucky
Baptists responded to a disaster, ev-
erything else in the Brotherhood de-
partment had to be put on hold until
the disaster was over. Disaster relief
ministry also represents a growing
part of Brotherhood work in Kentucky

Kentucky Baptist Fellowship

LOUISVILLE—The Kentucky
Baptist Fellowship voted at its fall
gathering to hire a full-time coordina-
tor to direct its work.

“It’s time for us to move to the next
level,” KBF Moderator Bob DeFoor
told about 125 people attending the
Oct. 11 meeting at Crescent Hill Bap-
tist Church in Louisville.

The KBF, which now has two part-
time staff members, plans to eliminate
their positions Dec. 31 in order to hire
the coordinator. Both employees,
Harold Skaggs, network coordinator,
and Carolyn Hale, communications
coordinator, support establishing the
full-time position, said DeFoor, pas-
tor of Harrodsburg Baptist Church.

DeFoor said he hoped the coordi-
nator would be hired in early 1998,
but added the KBF must increase its
budget to fund the position.

and needs increased year-round lead-
ership, he said. '

In addition to the disaster relief
role, Koch will have responsibilities
related to Baptist Builders, Campers
on Mission, Habitat for Humanity and
other Brotherhood ministries.

Hawkins said he anticipates com-
ing back to the administrative commit-
tee at a later date and requesting cre-
ation of a second Brotherhood asso-
ciate position to handle more of the
responsibilities Lott previously car-
ried.

Koch, 55, previously was pastor of
Salvisa Baptist Church in Salvisa. He
is a graduate of Wayland Baptist Uni-
versity with a bachelor of arts degree

- and Southern Baptist Theological

Seminary with a master of divinity
degree.

He has logged more than 2,500
hours in disaster relief ministry, many
of those as an on-site coordinator. He
and his wife, Elaine, have been the
KBC’s primary trainers for new disas-
ter relief volunteers. He also has
served as chaplain to Taylor County
emergency services for 10 years.

The administrative committee
spent a major part of its meeting dis-
cussing how to respond to concerns
expressed at last year’s KBC annual
meeting about. the lack of child care
for messengers with babies and pre-
schoolers. A motion was made dur-
ing the annual meeting that the KBC
arrange for child care for those attend-
ing the 1997 convention and an-

No salary package has been devel-
oped, but DeFoor said another state
fellowship organization had budget-
ed $70,000-$75,000 annually to pay
the salary, benefits and expenses of a
coordinator. KBF board members are
soliciting churches and individuals to
raise funds for the position, he said.

KBF is the Kentucky expression of
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, a
national organization that funds a mis-
sions program, theological education
and other ventures for moderate
Southern Baptists. Approximately
100 Kentucky Baptist churches con-
tribute to the CBF, but only 27 of
those churches give money to the
KBF.

Although the CBF was formed
because of dissatisfaction with the
conservative direction of the Southern
Baptist Convention, DeFoor said the

nounce those arrangements prior to
the meeting. .

Hawkins reported that for the past
12 years the KBC has provided child
care only for volunteers who are
working during the convention, and
then only for babies through kinder-
gartners. After consulting with the
KBC’s attorney, he reported that the
KBC would open itself to legal liabil-
ities by sponsoring a full-fledged
child-care program using volunteers
it had not screened for criminal back-
grounds.

This liability would not be an is-
sue if the host church of the annual
meeting volunteered to provide child
care using its own workers, Hawkins
said. He also reported that Porter Me-
morial Baptist Church in Lexington,
host of this year’s annual meeting, has
volunteered to provide such a service.

Members of the committee ex-

- pressed a desire to do whatever could

be done to provide child care for mes-
sengers, because they believe that
would encourage younger adults to
attend the annual meetings.

The committee affirmed the volun-
tary offer of Porter Memorial Baptist
Church for this year’s meeting and
then adopted two motions related to
the policy issue.

One motion asserts that the Exec-
utive Board’s policy should be to
leave the decision for provision of
child care during annual meetings to
the host church, with the understand-
ing that the KBC will “underwrite the

costs of providing such child care if
requested.”

The second motion asked staff to
further investigate how voluntary
child-care arrangements might arise at
future conventions which are sched-
uled to be held in convention centers
rather than churches.

- Hawkins reported that anyone de-
siring child care for babies through 5-
year-olds during this year’s KBC an-
nual meeting should contact Porter
Memorial Baptist Church at (606)
272-3441 to reserve space on a first-
come, first-served basis.

In other action, the administrative
committee:

B Hired Bill Tiemann, former min-
ister of music at three Kentucky Bap-
tist churches, as a part-time consult-
ant in adult and associational projects
with the KBC church music depart-
ment. Tiemann most recently has been
minister of music at Buena Vista Bap-
tist Church in Owensboro and current-
ly works as a building contractor.

 Reaffirmed the need for a study
of the salary scale for the Executive
Board’s professional-level employees
and asked the committee chairman to
appoint some members to work with
staff to do preliminary research. A
salary structure study, which has not
been done in 15 years, was about to
begin in 1996 when Executive Secre-
trary-treasurer Bill Marshall an-
nounced his retirement. Because of
the upcoming interim period, that
study was put on hold.

to hire full-time coordinator

KBF has no quarrel with the Kentucky
Baptist Convention.

“We are friends of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, and we want to
make sure the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention stays strong and is not over-
whelmed by fundamentalists,” De-
Foor said.

In an address to the gathering, CBF
Coordinator Daniel Vestal presented
a three-pronged vision for the future
of the CBF. :

First, he said, “personal spiritual
integrity” must be a consistent hall-
mark of moderate Baptist life.

“A future that is worth creating and
blessing will be a future where as in-
dividuals, as congregations and as a
fellowship we exhibit integrity, in
spite of the fact that there are those
who oppose us and in spite of the fact
that we must suffer for our integrity,”

Foster: Spiritual focus ‘essential’ to Brotherhood

HOPKINSVILLE—Maintaining a
spiritual focus is an “absolute essen-
tial” as Kentucky Brotherhood builds
on its past and plans for the future, a
Brotherhood leader told more than
200 men gathered for the annual meet-
ing Oct. 3-4 at Second Baptist Church
in Hopkinsville.

In the future Kentucky Brother-
hood will continue existing ministries,
but be intentional about lifting up its
spiritual distinctive, said Kentucky
Brotherhood Director Randy Foster.

“We must have a realization of to-
tal dependency upon God as we re-
spond in prayer and faithfulness” to
the needs of the world, Foster said in

his first address to the group since as-
suming leadership in September.

Kentucky Brotherhood encompass-
es at least 23 ministries, including di-
saster relief, Royal Ambassadors, Bap-
tist Builders, Kentucky Changers,
World Changers, equestrian ministries,
camping programs and Experiencing
God weekends, Foster said. .

In other action, conferees recog-
nized John Lott for eight years of ser-
vice as an associate in the Kentucky
Brotherhood department. He recently
resigned to become pastor of Eastern
Parkway Baptist Church in Louisville.

The conference also featured “lev-
el two” training for Red Cross disas-

ter relief work. More than 150 people

participated. Larry Koch, Kentucky .

Brotherhood disaster relief director,
coordinated the training, which
equipped the volunteers to lead feed-
ing, sanitation, chain saw, mud-out
and crisis counseling units.

During the meeting’s business ses-
sion, the group elected the following
officers:

B President Mike Melloan, Yellow
Creek Baptist Church, Owensboro;

0 Vice President: Gary King, Pleas-
ant View Baptist Church, Waynes
burg. :
§ Secretary: John Lott, Eastern
Parkway Baptist Church, Louisville.

Vestal said. :

Second, he emphasized the need
for spiritual unity. He noted the group
spans a wide geographic spectrum and
is diverse in worship styles and ap-
proaches to ministry. “But let’s bless
a future where diversity is celebrated
and love for one another is not just
rhetoric or not just talk.”

Finally, Vestal said the future for
moderate Baptists must be marked by
servanthood and humility.

“Our vision for the future is a fel-
lowship of Baptist Christians and Bap-
tist churches who do not seek the
praise of people or the power that peo-
ple give, where competition and rival-
ry is our way of life,” he said. “Our
vision of the future is a way of life
nurtured by prayer, sustained by the
Spirit and modeled after Jesus, the
way of humility and servanthood.”
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On pastoral authority

Let me say a word of appreciation
for the entire issue of the Western
Recorder of Oct. 7. The articles were
very informative and were on target,
especially the articles concerning the
termination of pastors. I hope all the
young ministers will read those arti-
cles and begin to do research on their
own as to why termination happens.
It will help them prepare for what may
be ahead in their own ministry and at
the very least they will learn some
ways to deal with issues that arise in
churches.

Also, I appreciated
the news item concern-
ing the gay pride day at
Kings Island (Sept. 16,
page 11). A lot of Bap-
tist people go to Kings
Island for outings. Had I
been planning to take a
group of youth on that
particular day and not
known the above facts,
it would have placed us
in an uncomfortable position.

The flip side to the letter on “Open
season on pastors” is that neither
should pastors declare “open season”
on churches. From your editorial I
gathered that the church let the pastor
go because he was teaching “limited
atonement,” which is contrary to the
belief and practices of said church
from its very founding. The only au-
thority for faith and practice in a Bap-
tist church is the Lord Jesus himself
alone. The pastor is not the authority.
It is Jesus and then the congregation
at large. The pastor is to be a servant
leader.

Donald R. Cole
Brandenburg

What was Elliff’s role?

The dismissal of Paul Debusman
(Oct.7, page 2) raises serious ques-
tions of both protocol and personal
conduct. If, as reported, Debusman’s
letter to Tom Elliff was personal cor-
respondence, then one might well
question the propriety of Elliff’s hav-
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ing communicated the content of the
letter to anyone, including seminary
administration. (The article seemed to
indicate Debusman himself did not
divulge the contents of his letter to
anyone other than EIliff.)

Second, Elliff’s reported response
(“This is, apparently, a matter con-
cerning the personnel policies at
Southern Seminary)” appears disin-
genuous at best. If indeed Elliff saw
fit to communicate the contents of the
letter to the seminary administration,
then he cannot legitimately dismiss
the entire issue as merely a matter of
internal seminary policy
of which he has no con-
cern or interest.

Nowhere did the ar-
ticle report that either
Elliff or anyone else dis-
puted the accuracy of
Debusman’s assertions
concerning the nature of
past speakers at South-
ern Seminary. If one
cannot speak truth to a
fellow Christian without
fear of reprisal, then our freedom in
Christ to admonish one another be-
comes a hollow relic of the past. Even
if Elliff had found fault with the accu-
racy of any part of Debusman’s letter,
his first duty should have been to com-
municate directly with his brother in
Christ and attempt to reconcile any
perceived differences.

Just how the letter brings injury to
Southern Seminary is another issue.
From Debusman’s perspective, the
letter was intended as a personal cor-
respondence. It could only potential-
ly bring injury to the seminary if
someone made the letter “other than
private correspondence.” The role and
responsibility of that person cannot
and should not be overlooked.

Luther Mclntyre
Louisville

The news hurts

When I read the headline “Semi-
nary librarian fired after writing letter
to Elliff,” I cried, “Lord no, Lord.” I
then read the article with the same

kind of curious dread that one uses
when seeing a bad traffic accident.

Unfortunately, my fears were con-
firmed. I again cried out to the Lord,
“These are my brothers, my sisters.
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh.”
I ache for this situation; I ache for the
people involved, even though I have
become a Californian.

I am not so naive to think that this
sort of thing never happens inside the
church; I’ve seen it before. Still, it
bothers me a lot. In a time when “Fa-
ther” is a dirty word to some children;
when people cannot read; when there
are people inside of church who do
not have a relationship with our Lord
Jesus Christ; when Christians are be-
ing persecuted just because they are
Christians—to see men, whose charge
is to teach men and women who are
to be church leaders, using their best
battle skills against each other hurts. T
wonder how God thinks and feels
about this.

Anna Abell
Lake Forest, Calif.

Beyond comprehension

Just when I thought I could no
longer be surprised by what takes
place at Southern Seminary, I read of
the firing of reference librarian Paul
Debusman.

As atwo-time graduate of the sem-
inary, I have watched with great sad-
ness as this once-outstanding school
has become only a shadow of its
former self. Wonderful faculty mem-
bers have departed or been forced out,
the school’s social work program has
been destroyed and women are told
the call of God in their lives must be
narrowly limited in how they are per-
mitted to do ministry. That has not
been enough, sadly, as such stringent
orthodoxy is now being enforced that
a person cannot express his or her
opinion and keep a job.

It is beyond my comprehension
that a person can be fired from a Chris-
tian institution simply for following
his conscience in accordance with bib-
lical instruction. If such behavior is
indeed “harmful” to the seminary,

then it is a sign the seminary has dete-

riorated far more than I ever dreamed
possible.

Dave Charlton

New Castle

The main thing

Iread the Oct. 7 issue of the West-
ern Recorder with more than casual
interest. Seldom have I seen such a
contrast of news in one publication.

I have been impressed by the phi-
losophy followed by Promise Keep-
ers to stay focused on the important
themes and avoid being sidetracked
by lesser issues. They appear to have
been successful at focusing on Jesus
Christ as Lord and the need of every
person for the grace that only he can
give. By maintaining their focus, I
believe Christ has been exalted in full
view of our entire nation.

Unfortunately, in the same issue, I
read that a devoted employee of
Southern Seminary was fired for pri-
vately and personally expressing a
view that apparently did not agree
with that of our convention president.
Further, I read that one of our associ-
ations is asking for the reprimand and/
or dismissal of the editor of our Bap-
tist newspaper—again because of a
difference of opinion.

Tying these news items together, I
believe all the Baptists involved in
these differences of opinion would
have no trouble in agreeing that Jesus
Christ is Lord. It is the lesser things
on which we disagree that are limit-
ing our effectiveness.

Surely among all those at the
Promise Keepers meeting there must
have been Baptists from lots of Bap-
tist churches. One has to wonder if
these same Baptists could gather at a
meeting led by our own convention
without having differences of opinion
on the lesser things cloud the major
theme about which we can agree—
that Jesus Christ is Lord. I believe we
as Baptists can learn something from
the Promise Keepers about leadership
and cooperation.

: Don Dobson

Versailles

Delusional power claims of orthodoxy

By Tom Ehrich

In making my journey from the
pulpit to the pew, I have had to con-
tend with three powerful forces: the
energetic few who tend to run

.churches, the power of church prop-

erty to distort a sense of mission and
the delusional attitude called ortho-
doxy.

I want to deal today with the third
of those forces. By orthodoxy I
don’t mean the particular Christian
or Jewish tradition called Orthodox,
but that attitude which says, “We
know the truth, we know God’s will,
and because we are right, we must
exercise power.”

Orthodoxy seems to serve three
purposes.

One is our insatiable lust for
power. Over the years, religious
people have engaged in unspeakable
cruelty in the name of God: The cru-
el have used faith to justify torture
chambers, death camps, slaughter-
the-heathen crusades and hostilities
like the Thirty Years War. Europe-
an invaders lusting for gold prayed
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first, then murdered and stole, then
built churches.

It seems an axiom of history that
manipulative leaders will become
theologians to disguise their aggres-
sions, and followers will
become true-believers to
justify their enjoyment of
cruelty.

In a similar vein, clev-
er merchants use “Chris-
tian” telephone directories
to paint business competi-
tors as unworthy, and pol-
iticians chase votes at
prayer breakfasts.

A second purpose of
orthodoxy seems to be
avoidance. Jesus taught in
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Tom Ehrich

how much water to use in baptism, not
because Jesus had anything to say on
the subject, but because the subject
can be comprehended, whereas God’s
realm defies comprehension, and be-
cause arguing about fluid ounces
avoids the larger question of “baptism
-into what?” Into the death
of Jesus? Into radical sub-
mission to a power outside
oneself?

Religious leaders have
responded to immense faith
issues growing out of scien-
tific discoveries and societal
changes by focusing their

- flock’s attention on small
theological motes: Wine vs.
grape juice, NIV vs. NRSV,
men-only leadership vs.
gender-inclusive, entire ser-

parables, not theological assertions,
definitions or laws. Parables are in-
tentionally obscure, more like lens-
es into the realm of God than crisp
pictures. They invite reflection and,
upon reflection, tend to become dis-
turbing.

True-believers would rather adore
their own words and the power of hu-

man intellect. They will argue over

mons built on the meaning of 2,000-
year-old Greek words. And all the
while people are reeling from vast
changes in the human condition.

In the aftermath of the Holocaust,
Hiroshima and mechanization, ques-
tions about human life vault far be-
yond narrow biblical interpretations
and liturgical revision.

Finally, orthodoxy blots out sur-

prise and thereby undermines trust. By
continually referring to the past, the
orthodox behave like the Hebrews try-
ing to hoard God’s manna. They store
up ancient words and feast on tidy ar-
guments, while the real challenge is
to trust God’s providence each morn-
ing. The orthodox argue God is un-
changing, and therefore assenting to
ancient verities is the essence of
faith—and proprietors of those veri-
ties deserve to retain control.

The ancients knew God; so did the
Reformation theologian who penned
the Augsburg Confession. But God
hasn’t stopped revealing himself or
providing fresh manna. Nor has that
daily bread ever come without the
challenge to trust in it, rather than in
storehouses made by human hands.

Religious orthodoxy, it seems to
me, is both lazy—easy, predictable,
self-serving—and obstructive. Far
more essential is submitting one’s life,
including one’s opinions, to a God
whose fullness has never been cor-
ralled by human intellect or weapon-
ry. (RNS) '

Tom Ehrich is an Episcopal priest in
Winston-Salem, N.C., an author and
former Wall Street Journal reporter.



Does anyhody have a cure for
our sons’ selective deafness?

After several years of research in the
trenches, | have finally come to this
profound conclusion: Both our children
must be deaf and we never knew it.

| now realize this because of the
pattern that has developed in our house.
| talk plain English in simple sentences
to give instructions. Both our 5-year-
olds appear to be listening. But within
seconds, they proceed to do exactly the
thing | have just asked them not to do.

Amazing? Well, there’s more. It's not
just me. | have witnessed the same transaction between
Alison and the boys.

Surely this phenomenon cannot be happening in house-
holds across America, or my parents would have called to tell
us they saw it on “Dateline.” Therefore, | conclude that our
children have a profound hearing problem.

Let me illustrate. Recently | took both boys with me to a
department store where | was shopping for pants. Not
wanting them to tear the mannequins limb from limb while |
wasn’t looking, | took them in the dressing room with me.

My first words of instruction, spoken as clearly as a parent
not wanting to be humiliated knows how, were to stay in our
stall and not crawl underneath the dividers into someone
else’s stall. They nodded their heads, then Luke immediately
laid down on the floor and began peering up into the
adjoining stall.

“What did | just ask you to do?” | said with exasperation.

Blank stare from underneath the divider.

“Stay here. Please don'’t craw! under the dividers and Iook
in the other stalls,” | said again.

“But why?” Luke asked innocently.

| then had to deliver a lengthy speech about why it was
rude and improper to peek into someone’s dressing stall.

Did it work? No way. But hopefully my lecture was loud
enough that anyone nearby who Luke popped in on at least
knew | knew what was going on. Seems that’s the best a
parent can hope for sometimes.

HESAID

“Mark Wingfield

SHESAID

so selective.

They come home and tell me all
about what they did in school and what
the science teacher or the music teacher
or the gym teacher and even their
regular teacher all said. So | know they
can hear and comprehend.quite well.

The minute they hit the car, some-
thing happens. They go from learning
and listening mode to ignoring and
avoiding mode.

Brick walls come to mind.

The main word they don’t seem to understand, at least
when it comes out of mom or dad’s mouth, is “No.”

| try really hard to let my no mean no, and my yes mean
yes. But the boys still seem to think no is just a temporary
setback. If whining doesn’t work, and eventually they figure
out that they’re digging a deeper hole with their wailing and
gnashing of teeth, then they resort to a flowery dissertation
on why they need something or want something right now.

“But Mommy, I'm hungry for only a cookie and not
anything else. My tummy doesn’t want any fruit or crackers.”

And if that doesn’t work, they resort to subterfuge—in
other words downright disobedience—and try to get that
extra cookie when my back is turned.

| try not to be too negative, but apparently | do say no to
them rather frequently. The boys like to write words on sticky
notes and place them on me or themselves. Some have my
name on them and some have “| love you” written on them.
Luke pasted a sticky note on me the other day. It said “No.”

Maybe | need to listen to myself more often.

Alison Wingfield

HE SAID/SHE SAID

It's amazing how the boys’ hearing is _ '
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What you bhelieve abhout God shapes life

Baptists put a heavy emphasis on what people be-
lieve about Jesus Christ, and rightly so. The revival-
ism of Southern Baptists in particular has been fueled
by a conviction that Jesus Christ is God’s only Son,
that he sacrificed his life on a cross to pay for our sins,
defeated death and the grave by his resurrection and
now offers an eternally restored relationship with God
to all who will believe on Jesus’ name.

What a person believes about Jesus—
his virgin birth, sinless life, incarnation on
earth as fully human and fully divine, death and res-
urrection—is basic Christian doctrine. You couldn’t
get elected assistant Sunday school secretary in most
Baptist churches without believing the right things
about Jesus.

It is important to teach and talk about what we be-
lieve about Jesus; no doubt about it. What you be-
lieve about Jesus shapes your whole approach to the
Christian life.

Amazingly, we talk much less about what we be-
lieve about God, even though that is an even more
fundamental building block for faith and life. Al-
though we seldom think about it, what a person be-
lieves about God makes a profound difference on how
that person views life and relates to others. It also de-
termines how you apply what you believe about Jesus.

What you believe about the nature and character
of God shapes the way you perceive most everything.

For example, if you view God only as an angry
judge ready to mete out punishment to one and all,
you are not likely to act with compassion toward oth-
ers. Instead, you are likely to enlist as God’s special
deputy to warn the world of its transgressions.

On the other hand, if you view God only as a lov-
ing Father who could not bring punishment on a way-
ward creation, you are not likely to call people to re-
pentance—or to think you need to repent. Instead, you
are likely to make sure people stop and smell the roses
along the way, showering them with warm fuzzies and
positive thinking.

If you believe God has given everyone the oppor-
tunity to repent of sins and accept his gift of redemp-
tion through Jesus, you are likely to live an evangelis-
tic lifestyle, whether you preach on street corners or
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not. You are likely to view the human struggle as a
quest to find peace with God. In your best moments,
you are likely to see the spark of God’s light in every
person, even the most unlovable. That might shape
your view of the homeless, the poor, even of capital
punishment.

On the other hand, if you believe God only seeks
to redeem some people who are prepro-
grammed to be drawn to faith in Christ,
you are likely to view the human con-
dition as much less affected by earthly choices.
Even in your best moments you are not likely to
see the spark of God’s light in some people who
appear to be reaping God’s judgment on earth. Thus
it is easier to believe that poor people are that way
for reasons you can’t change or that some people
are inherently “bad.”

If you believe God has set your life on a free-rang-
ing course in which your decisions and actions make
a daily difference in outcomes, you are likely to ap-
proach prayer with pleading urgency, particularly in
times of crisis. You also are more likely to feel re-
sponsibility for how you relate to others and to be-
lieve anyone’s negative patterns of behavior can be
changed.

On the other hand, if you believe God has set your
life on a predestined course in which you have little

_room for deviation, you are likely to approach prayer

and other people differently. There is no need to plead
with God to change a situation. And there is little in-
centive to be personally accountable for your actions.

Obviously, real people fall into various combina-
tions of these positions about belief in God; these ex-
amples only illustrate several polar opposites.

But these illustrations help us see that what we be-
lieve about God makes a difference in how we live,
how we relate to others, how we pray and how we
think of ourselves.

Have you ever thought about where you got your
view of God? Is it from the Bible, from family tradi-
tion, from self-serving assumptions?

What do you believe about God? Take a serious
look and you could change your outlook on life.

— Mark Wingfield

The Trinity

This has tremendous implications for
our experience. Because of our incor-

By Carey Newman

I sat down next to my friend at the
end of the pew. He was carefully
studying the order of worship. He
looked up and remarked, “I just don’t
get it. We set aside at least one day a
year to focus on the Trinity. Not only
do I not understand the doctrine, but I
don’t see why it’s rele-
vant. What is so crucial
about believing in the
Trinity?”

On the surface the
Trinity does appear
more like a logical puz-
zle to be solved than an
integral part. of the
Christian experience. It
takes some considerable
mental gymnastics to
state with clarity how you can believe
in three divine persons and yet still
affirm their oneness. On the one hand,
there is the risk of making the Father,
Son and Spirit three separate gods (tri-
theism). While on the other hand,
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there is the threat of collapsing all dis-

. tinctions between them (Unitarian-

ism). :
Many of the confessing church’s

best theologians have turned their
minds to this problem. Few have said
it better than the great creeds of the
church. Like other parts of the faith,

"however, most Christians accept the

- fact of the Trinity as a
mystery and are willing
to simply leave it at that.
More troubling is that we
see no relationship be-
tween our daily experi-
ence and the Trinity.

The crucial nature of
the Trinity comes into
focus when we examine
the central events of our
salvation—the death and

resurrection of Jesus:

(1) Because we believe that Jesus
is an incarnation of God, we must also
affirm that God was in Christ at the

cross. In some real sense, God suf- -

fered right alongside and with Jesus.

poration through Christ, we have the
knowledge that God is still with us,
even in our sufferings. Paul can even
say that his sufferings somehow fill

up or complete the sufferings of

Christ. And we know that God is right
alongside and with us.

(2) God vindicated Jesus’ obedi-
ence through resurrection. By the
power of his Spirit, God raised Jesus,
and it is this same Spirit of resurrec-
tion that Jesus now shares with us. The
power that snapped the chains of death
is the power that allows us to regain
life.

The church’s most visible symbol
of the Trinity is baptism. In that event
we publicly acknowledge our identi-
fication with Christ; we pledge our
trust to the God who raises the dead;
and we, with joy, celebrate the recep-
tion of the Spirit which breathes life
into us. It is no surprise that the earli-
est Trinitarian confessions were also
baptismal confessions.

I told my friend to sleep well and
to re-live his baptism every day.
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“Soul competency
also serves as an
acid dissolving
religious authority,
congregationalism,
confessionalism
and mutual
theological

accountability.”
Al Mohler, critiquing the
influence of the doctrine
of soul competency as
taught by E.Y Mullins

“A theological
system that holds
soul competency
in low regard
easily degenerates
into loveless,
graceless

, legalism. It
extends to no one
else the freedom
to think ctreatively
under the tutelage
of the Spirit, and
is quick to rebuke
actions that refuse
to walk in lock

step to its narrow |

expectations.”
Mike Clingenpeel

Mohler: E.Y. Mullins led SBC to ‘doctrinal ambiguity’

By James A. Smith Sr.
Southern Seminary

LOUISVILLE (BP)—Reckoning
him as “one of the towering figures
of Southern Baptist history,” Al
Mohler has compiled various writ-
ings of E.Y. Mullins under the title
“The Axioms of Religion” in Broad-
man & Holman’s “Library of Bap-
tist Classics.”

Mohler, Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary’s current presi-
dent, analyzes the life and ministry
of Mullins, the fourth president of

Southern Baptists’ oldest seminary, -

in a 32-page introduction.

While celebrating the contribu-
tions of the denominational states-
man, Mohler notes Mullins’ theo-
logical legacy was his focus on in-
dividual experience as central to his
theological method. This method,
Mohler wrote, has contributed to a
present state of theological “ane-
mia” among Southern Baptists.

“Mullins’ attempt to forge a me-
diating theological paradigm for
Southern Baptists eventually failed
because mediating positions are-in-
herently unstable,” Mohler wrote.

“Delicate compromises established:
_in one generation are often aban-
doned in short order as new genera—

tions assume leadership.”

Edgar Young Mullins was the
central figure of Southern Baptist
life in the first half of the 20th cen-

tury, Mohler wrote in the introduc-

tion.
In addition to his noteworthy 28-
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year tenure as president of Southern
Seminary, Mullins also served as
president of the Southern Baptist
Convention from 1921-24 and
played a formative role in founding
the Baptist World Alliance. Mullins
also chaired the SBC committee
which in 1925 produced the denom-
ination’s first statement of faith,
“The Baptist Faith and Message.”

“Largely as a result of his efforts
and leadership, Southern Baptists
emerged in the 20th
century as a vital,
growing and ambi-
tious denomination,”
Mohler wrote.

Although-Mullins’
greatness as a denom-
inational leader is
“secure,” his theolog-
ical legacy cannot be
ignored, Mohler as-
serts.

“The central thrust
of E.Y. Mullins’ theo-
logical legacy is his
focus on individual
experience,” Mohler wrote. “What-

E.Y. Mullins

ever his intention, this massive -

methodological shift in theology set
the stage for doctrinal ambiguity and
theological minimalism. The com-
promise Mullins sought to forge in
the 1920s was significantly altered
by later generations, with personal
experience inevitably gaining
ground at the expense of revealed
truth. ’
“Once the autonomous individu-
al is made the central authority in

matters of theology—a move made
necessary by Mullins’ emphasis on
religious experience—the authority
of Scripture becomes secondary at
best, regardless of what may be
claimed in honor of Scripture’s pre-
eminence,” Mohler wrote. “Either
personal experience will be submit-
ted to revelation, or revelation will
be submitted to personal experience.
There is no escape from this theo-
logical dilemma, and every theolo-
gian must choose be-
tween these two
methodological op-
tions.”

Although Mohler
is careful to note Mul-
lins “was no liberal in
terms of doctrine,”
the Baptist leader was
“near the liberals in
terms of method. The
generations to follow
would be tempted to
make the shift in doc-
trine, as well as meth-
od ”»

Southern Seminary’s newest
church history professor agrees with
Mohler’s assessment of Mullins’
impact on Southern Baptist life.

“Mullins brought Southern Sem-
inary into the 20th century and
molded its direction for the largest
part of the century,” said Tom Net-
tles, professor of historical theolo-
gy. “The current president, God
willing, will lead the seminary into
the 21st century and could shape its
influence for years to come. Mohler
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‘on Mullins is quite an appropriate
project.”

Among the writings compiled by
Mohler in the new volume is “The
Axioms of Religion: A New Inter-
pretation of the Baptist Faith.” The
“Axioms” volume was and contin-
ues to be the book for which most
Southern Baptists know Mullins,
Mobhler said.

“Faced with numerous opportu-
nities to interpret Baptist identity,
Mullins believed that a new interpre-
tation was needed, timed to meet the
needs of the early 20th century,”
Mohler wrote. “His-purpose was to
interpret Baptists to the world and
to assist Baptists in the development
of a worldwide sense of denomina-
tional identity.

“The great central concept Mul-
lins declared to be the ‘historical sig-
nificance of the Baptists’ was soul
competency, and the ‘Axioms’ may
be read as an attempt to explicate the
full meaning of soul competency
applied comprehensively,” Mohler
wrote.

“The emphasis on soul compe-
tency is, as Mullins must have both
hoped and expected, the most endur-
ing element of Mullins’ legacy,”
Mohler continued. “The concept
does underscore the necessity of
personal religious experience—in-
cluding repentance and faith—to the
Christian life. But soul competency
also serves as an acid dissolving re-
ligious authority, congregational-
ism, confessionalism and mutual
theological accountability.”




Maturational growth can be hardest to accompllsh i

By David Winfrey
News Director

BOWLING GREEN—Matura-
tional growth is the most important
growth for a congregation, but it also
is the most difficult to define and ac-
complish, Leith Anderson told those
attending the KBC church growth
conference.

“Maturity and
health can be extreme-
ly difficult to grasp,”
said Anderson, an au-
thor and pastor of !

edge of Christian teachings and those
who are willing to follow them. “A
disciple is not one who intellectually
knows but (one who) behaviorally
obeys the commandments of Jesus
Christ.”

0 People grow when the season
comes. Churches are in danger of act-
ing like Pharisees if they expect oth-

ers to be mature spiri-

) tually immediately in

all matters, Anderson
said.

Churches should
be continually encour-

Wooddale Church in
Minneapolis.

“To mature is to
grow up,” he said. “It
is to behave and live in
a way that is appropriate to the age of
that person.”

But not all members are at the same
level of maturity or ready to grow at
the same rate or times, said Anderson,
author of “Dying for Change” and “A
Church for the 21st Century.”

Anderson outlined six principles
for churches seeking maturational
growth:

B Maturing churches make disci-
ples of Jesus Christ. Anderson distin-
guished between those with a knowl-

aging growth and dis-
cipleship and seizing

opportunities when

. they arise, he said.

“The reality is most
maturation comes in spurts,” he said,
adding that those spurts often are con-
nected to crises or changes in life stag-
es. “We need to be there and ready
when that occurs.”

B Relationships are important. Ac-
cording to the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 80 percent of adults
coming to faith in Jesus Christ do so
as a result of the influence of a friend,
Anderson said.

If churches are to mature, it will
occur more as a result of relationships

The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

Kentucky Baptists
are invited to the
SOUTHERN SEMINARY RECEPTION
during the Kentucky State Convention

All alumni, donors, friends
and interested Kentucky Baptists
are invited to attend

hosted by
Dr. R. Albert Mohler, Jr.

President

Tuesday, November 11
9 p.m.
Hilton Suites on the Green,
Lexington

If you have any questions
please call 1 800 626-5525, ext. 4143.

than programming, he said. “That is
not to say that programs are not im-
portant. It is to say that relationships
are extremely important.”

In churches that are spiritually
mature, members extend to include
other people in their relationships, he
added.

0 To grow maturationally, find
mentoring churches. Anderson sug-
gested a church looking to grow in
health should find another church that
had similar chdracteristics, surround-
ings and challenges and now has ma-
tured.

Take church leaders to that church
for a weekend visit and observe what
happened as that congregation ma-
tured, he said. “The transformation
takes place on the van ride on the way
home.”

Members won’t be able to say it
couldn’t work back at their church

because they already will have seen

that it did work for a similar congre-
gation. “You begin to catch the vision
of what can be and how it can occur,”
he said.

0 Grow the leaders to grow the
church. “The leaders may not be the
ones who hold the offices,” he noted.

When leaders make growth, prayer
or evangelism a priority, then the
church will grow, pray and evange-
lize, he said.

N Build from islands of health and
strength. Churches would do better-to
maximize the things they do well rath-
er than try to fix all their problems, he
said.

Anderson drew a parallel from an
admonition from a farmer about his
weed-filled lawn: “If you grow grass
and you do a good enough job of

“The leaders are those who influence

growing grass, you don’t have to wor-
others.” '

ry about the weeds.”

LEITH ANDERSON The
pastor of Wooddale Church
in Minnesota

| recommended churches

build from islands of health
and strength. “If you grow
grass and you do a good
enough job of growing
grass, you don’t have to
worry about the weeds,”
he said.

IN TRE. LORD ¢
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KBC 1997 Messenger Cards
Attention Pastors:

Messenger cards for voting privileges at the Kentucky
Baptist Convention are available upon request from
the KBC Executive Office. Avoid long lines at the
convention. Request your messenger cards now.

Please make your request to:
Kentucky Baptist Convention
- P.O.Box 43433
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
Attn: Shirley Wooton, secretary
Convention Services

Deadline: November 3
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By Mark Wingfield
Editor

BOWLING GREEN—If the pas-
tor of your church had a limited
amount of additional time available,
would you prefer the pastor do more
visiting with shut-ins or put more
time into sermon preparation?

How you answer that question
may be an indicator of what type of
church you attend, according to
Alan Witham, pastor of Hyland
Baptist Church in Henderson.

Witham led a session on “What
Kind of Church is Ours?” during the
Church Health Summit Oct. 10-11
.| in Bowling Green. Material for the
session was based on an Alban In-
stitute book, “Discovering Your
Congregation’s Future,” and re-
search by Arlin Rothage.

This model classifies churches as
falling into four types: family church-
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es, pastoral churches, program

churches and corporation churches.
Although not strictly categorized

by numbers, churches tend to fall into

these categories based on average

worship attendance,

Witham said. For ex-

-ample, family church-

es usually average 50
or fewer people in at-

Church size often dictates 'pastor’s responsibilities

pectations present within the congre-
gation and how those may become
sources of conflict, Witham said. Of-
ten, conflict arises when a growing
church is moving from one model to
another and members
) _ don’t understand why
the demands on the
pastor’s time are
changing, he said.

tendance; pastoral
churches 50 to 150;
program churches 150
to 350; and corpora-
tion churches 350 or |
more. :
With the median average worship
attendance in Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention churches being 76, Witham
noted, a large percentage of KBC
churches fall into the family church
or pastoral church model.
Understanding these models could
help both pastors and laity see the ex-

MUSIC & DRAMA W Left: Musician Keith Longbotham of Brentwood, Tenn., leads music during a session of th Church Health Summit, Oct.
10-11. M Right: Matt and Darlene Tullos present a skit. Matt Tullos is a drama consulfant for the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board.

For example, in a
family church, the pas-
tor is expected to be a

chaplain to the mem-

. bers, while leadership

roles are assumed by
patriarchs and matriarchs in the con-
gregation, Witham said.

But in a pastoral church, the pri-
mary expectation of the pastor is to
serve as a manager of the leadership
team, he added. In this model, the pas-
tor must be at the center of most
church activities and must attend all

B 4

functions. .

In a program church, the pastor is
expected to be a planner who works
with other key leaders to ensure high-
quality programs, Witham said.

In a corporation church, the con-
gregation’s personal connection with
the pastor often is sacrificed due to the
size of the church, he said. The pas-
tor’s emphasis shifts to planning for
“quality worship.” -

Witham noted that every church

- has strengths, and no model is better

than another. What’s important, he
said, is to understand the dynamics
that make a church fit one particular
model and not another.

Otherwise, problems could result,
he predicted. “If a church that has been
a program church is moving to be-
come a pastoral church but keeps try-
ing to function as a program church,
the leaders are going to experience
burnout.”

Evangelism styles should match personalities

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—In the same
way diverse personalities make up the
church, there are many different ways
to do evangelism, according to a lead-
ership consultant with the Southern
Baptist Sunday School Board.

Despite multiple personalities and
learning styles, Ron Pratt said Chris-
tians generally have relied on one
method to spread Christianity.

“If we learn differently and act dif-
ferently, why do we think there is only
one way to reach people for Christ?”
asked Pratt, who outlined five strate-
gies for evangelism.

“Only one.in four people have the
personality that drives them to do vis-
itation,” he said. “Only one in four feel
comfortable doing confrontational
evangelism” such as passing out tracts
or visiting prospects at home.

Confrontational evangelism isn’t
wrong, and churches should hold

training sessions for it, he said. But it -

is not the only way to lead others to
Christ, he added.

Another form is relational evange-
lism, in which believers build friend-
ships in hopes of eventually witness-

ing.
The problem with most Christians
is they don’t have any unsaved
friends, said Pratt, who meets the lost
by refereeing community basketball
games and coaching a soccer team. He
recommended churches encourage
members to build such relationships.

There also is “vocational” evange-
lism through sharing one’s Christian
faith at work. He said congregations
can further it by enlisting Christian at-
torneys and businessmen for panel
discussions on legal issues and wit-
nessing in the marketplace.

“There’s almost no resources for
people to share their faith at work,”
he said. “We’re so afraid of the ACLU
... that we don’t even use our rights.
We can have Bible studies in our of-
fice before work starts. We can pray.”

Everyone can take part in invita-
tional evangelism, he said. It means
inviting others to an event where the
gospel will be shared, such as a con-
cert, church picnic or crusade.

These opportunities can be sched-
uled several times a year, such as the
Super Bowl “family huddles” his
church sponsors. Watching the game
with non-Christian guests allows the
host to show an evangelistic video at

PHA_ we learn differently and ac
differently, why do we think there is only
one'way to reach people for Christ?”

halftime.

Pratt called the fifth form of evan-
gelism the foundational method of
prayer. Churches can form teams for
prayer and other home-based contacts,

-he said.

“We have people who can pray,
write cards and do phone calls and
never leave the house, but still partic-
ipate in evangelism.”



‘Healthy churches have common mission

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—Whether
healthy churches are in urban, subur-
ban or rural areas, they all have a com-
mon mission to reach
the non-Christians,
said Ralph Hodge.

However, “most
churches are focused
on everything else,” |

bound Train Going North.” In it, he
identified three characteristics of
healthy churches:

B They are focused. Unhealthy
churches lack this kind of concentra-
tion, which revolves around God’s

purpose for the con-

) gregation, he said.

= “I don’t know of
any focus for God’s
church other than the
Great Commission,”

said Hodge, a church
innovation consultant
for the Southern Bap-
tist Sunday School
Board. “They’re fo- ’
cused on what ‘we’ need, what ‘we’
want and what pleases ‘us.’

“We tell our communities a lot, but
seldom do I find churches who are
asking people why they don’t come
to church and what they need.”

Formerly a pastor in Louisville and
Hopkinsville for 25 years, Hodge led
a workshop at the Church Health
Summit titled “Getting The North-

Speak to their

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—A(fter see-
ing his church’s weekly budget rise
nearly five-fold since 1989, Brad
Johnson says the answer to in-
creased giving comes from empha-
sizing Jesus.

In a workshop on developing fi-
nancial stewards without offending
people, the pastor of Living Hope
Baptist Church said churches strug-
gling financially shouldn’t focus on
money.

“Too often we only talk about
money,” said the Bowling Green
pastor. “Talking about money only
speaks to people’s minds. It won’t
touch their hearts.

“Once you have people’s hearts,
it’s a short step to their pocketbooks.
We never talk about money without
talking about our love for Christ.”

While many churches think more
money would solve all their prob-

he said. “You hear
about seeker and pur-

pose-driven churches,

but they’re all saying
the same thing,” he

said. “Our people are to have a heart

for witnessing. It’s not to be a depart-
ment of the church.”

0 They intentionally lower cultural
barriers. Anything that hinders a
church from reaching non-Christians
should be scuttled, he said, noting that
churches often equate cultural tradi-
tions with biblical mandates.

This leads to what Hodge called

lems, Johnson said that may not be
the case. If a congregation isn’t al-
ready missions-minded, more in-
come won’t transform it, he ex-
plained.

Living Hope puts the spotlight on
God’s work by inviting members to
give testimonies of how God changed
their lives or provided for their needs.
Those testimonies reinforce the idea
that giving supports ministry, he said.

Additionally, visitors want to know
churches care more about them than
their money, he noted. Despite some
initial objections, several years ago the
Johnson began telling newcomers
they weren’t expected to give when
the offering plate is passed.

Those who do give need to know
how their donations are spent, he said.

“Help people understand the end
point of their dollars,” Johnson said.
“Help people see it’s not about mon-
ey. Our budget team is called the min-
istry planning team. It’s not about dol-
lars, it’s about discipleship.”

the two “black holes” of church
health. The first is “preservationism,”
trying to keep dying traditions alive.

The other is “revitalizationism,” seek- '

ing to resurrect old programs, only to
discover they are ineffective.

“I don’t find many churches are
lazy,” Hodge said. “Pastors are ex-

‘hausted and people are worn out, try-

ing to do ‘stuff.” Churches badger peo-
ple and promote things and it still
doesn’t work.”

B They intentionally assimilate
newcomers into church life. People
come from different cultural back-
grounds and have different expecta-
tions; churches must learn who they
are and not “pigeonhole” them, he
said. A healthy church is also con-
cerned with transforming lives, not
just conforming people to church life,
Hodge added.

“Henry Blackaby says if you help
people draw closer to Jesus, you won’t
have to have a stewardship campaign
or a witnessing campaign, you won’t
be able to contain them.”

hearts, they’ll give the money

Nor should pastors fear preaching
about stewardship, he said, adding that
he leads a series on that topic at the
start of each budget year.

However, he said, churches must

also be careful to let people know ex-

actly how their money is spent—even
if staff members are uncomfortable
with everyone knowing their salary.

Among his other tips:

0 Leaders should give generously.
While they must be careful to avoid
“bragging,” Johnson said people must
know God meets the needs of people
who tithe.

0l Be discerning in the level of sup-
port given to various offerings. Lead-
ers can’t put the same emphasis on
every appeal or people will stop lis-
tening, he said. _

I Be willing to bend. If someone
wants to start a new ministry in the
middle of the year, see if funds can be
shifted from other departments.

B When facing difficult spending
decisions, fast and pray.

5 M’s have replaced SBC’s 5-point program

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—Today’s
healthy churches look more like the
early New Testament church than
those familiar to most Southern Bap-
tists, said a Baptist Sunday School
Board representative.

Healthy churches are growing nu-
merically and spiritually as well as
starting new ministries and missions,
Alan Tungett told a group during the
Church Health Summit in Bowling
Green. But their main concern is pre-
paring believers to carry on in the fu-
ture, he said.

Southern Baptists long have relied
on a five-point program of Sunday
school, discipleship training, Brother-
hood, WMU and music, said Tungett,
leader of the board’s general-associa-
tional leadership team..

But that model started breaking
down in the late 1960s and early *70s,

he said, with many members “voting
with their feet” by no longer coming
on Sunday nights.

He said the business of today’s
church is the five M’s:

# Mission to make disciples and
evangelize the lost.

I Membership growth through
baptizing and enlisting new believers
into the fellowship.

§ Maturing members by teaching
and helping them become doers of the
word.

I Magnifying God through wor—
ship.

B Ministering by loving one’s
neighbor and equipping people to
serve others.

“In a healthy church, it is very nat-
ural to reach out,” he said.

Healthy churches treat every
Christian as a member of the family,
maintain interpersonal relationships
and stress that every believer is a min-
ister and a missionary, Tungett said:

These theological underpinnings
lead to a unified community of ser-
vants exercising their spiritual gifts,
which is the first benchmark of a
healthy church, he said.

In these congregations full devo-
tion to Christ is considered normal,
members are concerned for the
lost—which leads them to be cultur-
ally relevant while remaining doc-
trinally pure—and anointed biblical
teaching is the catalyst to transform-
ing lives.

Other benchmarks of a healthy
church, Tungett said, include:

# Members who display integrity
and yearn for spiritual growth.

B Loving relationships that perme-
ate church life.

§ The promotion of small groups
by the church to help change lives.

§ Excellence that honors God and
inspires people.

B Leaders who have the gift of
leadership.-

|

///
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| “Pastor Cartwright is a master of the altar call.” |

 Use invitations for more than
Just conversions, pastor says

By David Wlnfrey
~ News Director

BOWLING GREEN—An altar call is not just for inviting
people to become Christians, according to one Kentucky
pastor speaking at the Church Health Summit.

“We don’t use the altar enough,” said Billy Compton,
pastor of Severns Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown.
Compton led a session on making invitations more inviting
during worship services.

Invitations can be offered for a variety of reasons,
including asking Christians to come forward and pray for
forgiveness, healing in a relationship or for strength in dealing
with grief or loss, he said.

Invitations are a biblical method for responding to a call
from God, Compton said. “If you follow the ministry of Jesus,
the word ‘come’ is a significant word.”

Invitations also are a logical and practical conclusion to a
sermon because they give people an opportunity to respond
to the information presented, he said.

“If you make a private decision and you make a
commitment publicly, it gives strength to the commitment,”
he said. “It helps the person drive down a spiritual stake.”

In addition to the variety of reasons people may respond
to an invitation, Compton listed a multitude of ways a speaker
may invite audience members to respond: raising a hand,
standing, coming fo:ward, praying at one’s seat, making a
verbal confession at one’s seat, remaining and talking to a
church leader after the service, and signing a commltment
card.

___ Combination or progressive invitations also can be
effective, Compton noted.

He recalled a youth evangelism service in which members
of the audience were asked to stand when he called out the
decade of their life when they became a Christian, starting in
the 70s and progressing younger.

The teenage years drew the largest response and the

_ speaker encouraged other teens to join those who already
had made a decision to become a Christian. ,
“And in that environment ... three girls had the

encouragement to respond,” he said.

PRAISE Owensboro soloist Alma Randolph sngs during an evening concert
sponsored by the Western Recorder during the Church Health Summit.
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McNeal: Churches must make
changes to accomplish mission

BOWLING GREEN—Christians must change their vision of
ministry from a top-down concept to a flat-line shared
version if churches are to accomplish their mission, Reggie
McNeal told those attending the Church Health Summit.

“We still have basically clergy-driven, clergy-led clerw-
dominated ministry,” said McNeal, director
of the leadership development team of the )
South Carolina Baptist Convention. :

- Such a strategy leaves too many
Chnstrans on the sidelines cheering clergy [ al
on to burnout and depressron hesaid. bt

“If real revival comes, if we move outside F - ;
the walls, it will be'when all God's people o
realize they are called, gifted and = 4 i
empowered to do God’s ministry,” he sald e e

_ Other changes that must be made McNeal sard are:

Churches urged to reach 24-hour, 7-day society

Continued from page 1

McNeal’s response: “Where does
it say in the word of God to make it
difficult for people to come to God?”

He warned church leaders that peo-
ple who visit their churches make
quick decisions about whether they
will return or not. Such decisions are
made about 10 minutes
after hitting the parking
lot, he said, meaning what
happens long before the
sermon is of great impor-
tance in making a good
impression.

He cited issues such as
parking, directional signs
and appearance of the fa-
cilities as initial indicators.
Meeting modern expectations for

—

MCNEAL Boomers ar eawng the cnrch, " said, because, “they've not been allowed
into leadership.”

-8 Focusing church members’ attention outside the church
walls “The typical church still believes the building is where it

happens,” McNeal said. Instead, he said, a church must
dedicate most of its money, energy and concern to where

rron-Chnstlans work and live.

B Focusing church services and programs to reach the
unchurched. Too many congregations are saying, “Come and

get it,” McNeal said, “And ‘it’ is what we like. When will we

have the courage to say ‘We will meet you where you are?” littie early to go get our food warmed

1 Stop distinguishing between the sacred and the secular
v “God is at work not only in the churoh but heis at work

profoundly in the world - he sard

convenience also should drive church-

- es to offer more than one worship time

and worship style, McNeal said. “This
is a 24-hour, seven-day society.”
Due to work demands and other
scheduling conflict, “some people
never will come to your church on
Sunday morning,” he reported. “Or
maybe we need to let them get out a

up. ... Whe’s reaching them?”
McNeal admonished churches to

: plan their programs and activities with

unchurched people in mind. “Here we

are with the stewardship of the eter-
nal gospel, and we’ve got to start plan-
ning with someone besides us in mind.
.. I dream of the day churches stop
planning with calendars and budgets
and start with people.”
He also spoke of the need for
churches to cross generational lines.
Many boomers who came back to
church to provide moral instruction
for their children now are leaving the
church because entrenched leadership
has not created a place for the boomers
to assume leadership roles, McNeal

said. They’re leaving “because
they’ve not had the same impact on
the church they’ve had everywhere
else. They’ve not been allowed into
leadership.”

Reaching “Generation X,” the
youngest adult generation alive today,
is another problem, he said. “We are
not reaching this generation.”

One reason, he suggested, is they
don’t see the church living out what it
claims to teach and preach. “They’re
saying the church is too racist and too
homogeneous.”

If you have questions about

Passport Health Plan, call us.

Our Member Services

HEALTH PLAN

department is available from
8:00 am to 8:00 pm,

Monday to Friday. Just call

1-800-578-0603.

TDD/TTY: 1-800-691-5566

If you get Kentucky Medicaid and you live in Jefferson County; a

change is coming in your health care. A change that is good for you.

Passport Health Plan, an HMO, is a newer way of getting health care.
With Passport Health Plan, you will have your own doctor who takes
care of your health. You also get more benefits than you received with

KenPAC, including health education classes.

You’ll be hearing more about the health care plan that is good for

you in the next few months.

Passport Health Plan. Good for you.

*or Breckinridge, Bullitt, Carroll, Grayson, Hardin, Henry, Jefferson, Larue, Marion,
Meade, Nelson, Oldbam, Shelby, Spencer, Trimble and Washington Counties

© 1997 Passport Health Plan Passport Health Plan is sponsored by University Health Care and the Region 3 Partnership.
Administered by AmeriHealth Mercy Health Plan.
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Gospel Music Hall of Fame celebrates S genre S herltage |

By Adelie Banks
Religion News Service

DETROIT (RNS)—Legendary
singer Shirley Caesar and prolific
composer Thomas Dorsey were
among 16 individuals and groups in-
ducted earlier this month into the Gos-
pel Music Hall of Fame, a new orga-
nization to honor significant contribu-
tions to the gospel music genre.

“We felt if they could have a Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame, we needed one
for gospel music,” said Sherry Du-

Pree, a member of the board of direc- .

tors. “We felt that many of our people
never receive any type of recognition
that will last after they are older or
after they’re deceased.”

About 300 people were expected
for the dinner in Detroit celebrating
the heritage of black gospel music,
organizers said. Artists or their repre-
sentatives accepted trophies marking
the occasion.

The honorees included luminaries
from the black gospel world such as
Dorsey, who died in 1993. Dorsey,
considered the father of gospel music
was a prolific writer—he composed
more than 500 gospel tunes—and is
best known for “Precious Lord, Take
My Hand,” which he wrote in 1932

after his wife’s death. It remains a sta-
ple in the repertoire of many singers.

Another honoree, the late Rosetta
Tharpe was one of the first gospel
singers to sell a million records—and
to cross over from religious to secular
audiences. In the late 1930s, she re-
corded a Dorsey song called “Hide
Me in Thy Bosom” which was re-
released in a more lively “street” ver-
sion called “Rock Me.” Some fans
were angered by her effort to reach the
secular world and declared “‘she
wasn’t Christian anymore,” DuPree
said.

- Another of those honored, the late
Mabhalia Jackson, had several hits sell-
ing more than a million copies. Jack-
son’s first million-seller was “Move
on Up a Little Higher” in 1947. Later,
in 1961, Jackson, known as the queen
of gospel music, gained wide fame
when she performed at the inaugura-
tion of President John Kennedy.

Caesar has won nine Grammy
awards, including one for her album,
“Put Your Hand in the Hands of the
Man from Galilee,” recorded in the
early 1970s. In addition to her sing-
ing, Caesar is pastor of the 800-mem-
ber Mount Calvary Word of Faith
Church in Raleigh-Durham, N.C.

Additional musicians will be in-

Good Ground:
Visit Georgetown College

Good ground for your education. Thats what Georgetown

College delivers, a values-rich, stimulating and innovative
academic program. At Georgetown, you are considered an
evolving scholar, working closely with other scholars.

If you think Georgetown might be good ground for you,
come visit campus during our Visit In Person Open House
on Saturday, Nov. 1. Tour our scenic campus, see our new
athletic complex and fine arts building and watch the
Georgetown College Tigers in an exciting football game.
Call today to make your reservations, 800-788-9985.

GEORGETOWN

L don Bl Gy B

GEORGETOWN, KENTUCKY
800-788-9985

www.gtc.georgetown.ky.us

ducted once a year, said DuPree, au-
thor of “African-American Good
News (Gospel) Music.”

Organizers for the hall of fame said
they hope to open a museum in 1998
in downtown Detroit that will house
materials about the inductees.

In 1995, the hall of fame’s board
members started meeting, setting

+ guidelines for potential inductees and

gathering items for the museum. They
have been working to build interest in
the black gospel legends by featuring
different artists on their web site
(www.gmhf.org/).

Other first-round inductees in-
clude: Pastor James Cleveland of Chi-
cago, founder of the Gospel Music
Workshop of America; the late
Charles Nicks & the Young Adult

Choir of St. James Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Detroit; the late Mattie
Moss Clark of Detroit; Albertina
Walker of Chicago; Dorothy Nor-
wood of New Jersey; the late Clara
Ward of Chicago; the Fairfield Four
of Tennessee; Dorothy Love Coats of
Alabama; the Caravans of Chicago;
Martha Jean (the Queen) Steinberg, a
Detroit gospel radio personality; Dan
Underwood, a Detroit gospel music
promoter; and Edward Smith, a De-
troit gospel event coordinator.

As we speak to various church
groups and confer privately with
individuals about their estate
plans, we have discovered some
COMMON errors.

1. Not executing a will. If you
don’t do it, you accept the will the
Commonwealth of Kentucky has
made for you. _

2. Wanting just a simple will.
Some people leave a
surviving spouse every-
thing regardless of the
estate’s size because the
spouse will not have to
pay taxes. That may
only delay the tax until
the surviving spouse
dies. For estates over
$600,000 in 1997, that
could be costly.

3. Putting everything

. into joint tenancy.

While it avoids probate, Barry Allen

The 10 biggest estate planning errors

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

other members in the family. It
may even cost that child in taxes
if he or she wanted to redistribute
things as you would have wanted
it.

6. Letting your children “take
care of” your grandchildren. It
may cost less for you to leave
property to grandchildren direct-
ly rather than let your children do
it through their own es-
tate plans.

1. Failing to have a
plan in place for how
your affairs will be han-
dled if you are incapac-
itated.

8. Not using trusts to
help beneficiaries han-
dle their inherited
wealth. You can ease
beneficiaries into the
management of inherit-
ed wealth.

between spouses it has
_the same danger as a simple will.
If you own property jointly with
non-spouses, like children, it may
become subject to the claims of
the child’s creditors, and you may
get taxed on your own property if
they accidentally die before you.

4. Thinking that avoiding pro-
bate will avoid taxes. It doesn’t al-
ways.

5. Leaving property to one
child to “work things out.” If you
leave property to one child, that
child is not obligated to give it to

9. Not planning for
taxes that may be due at your
death.

10. Procrastination. The gov-
ernment will love you for this.

Please call Laurie Valentine,
our trust counsel, at (502) 244-
6466 to help you avoid making
any of these errors in your Chris-
tian estate planning.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.
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HALL OF FAMERS

M Above: The Caravans
(above), a now-defunct
gospel group, are among
the first inductees into the
Gospel Music Hall of Fame.
Members of the group
(from left) Albertina
Walker, Dorothy Norwooa,
James Clevelana, Inez
Andrews and Shirley
Caesar, also have been
inducted individually.

W Left: Rosetta Tharpe,
one of the first gospel
singers to sell a million
records, in a photo taken
circa 1949. (RNS photos)
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Religion amendment predicted to fail

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
Religious Freedom Amendment,
which would write new religious pro-
tections into the U.S. Constitution,
probably won’t pass in the House of
Representatives, according to the
chairman of the subcommittee han-
dling the amendment.

“This is one that right now isn’t
going to make it,” Rep. Charles Ca-
nady (R-Fla.) said of H.J. Res. 78, in-
troduced last May by Rep. Emest Is-
took, R-Okla. Canady is chairman of
the Constitution subcommittee of the
House Judiciary Committee.

Proponents say the Istook amend-
ment is necessary because the U.S.
government—particularly the court

system—has overstepped its authori-
ty in restricting religious practices,
such as school prayer and aid to reli-
gious schools. '

Critics say the amendment is un-
necessary and would have undesirable
consequences, such as allowing state
governments to endorse one religion
over others and forcing taxpayers to
support religious institutions.

Supporters of the amendment in-
clude the Southern Baptist Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission, Chris-
tian Coalition and the National Asso-
ciation of Evangelicals. Opponents
include the Baptist Joint Committee,
the National Council of Churches and
various Jewish, Muslim and African-
American groups.

“I think the amendment, possibly
changed, will pass the subcommittee

and full committee sometime next
year,” said Canady. “I think it will be
on the floor of the House and it will
fail to pass the House by the requisite
two-thirds majority. I think its going
to be difficult to put together the votes
for that effort.”

Speaking to directors of the Bap-
tist Joint Committee, the conservative
Florida congressman did not say
whether he supports or opposes the
amendment. Canady said he is sup-
portive of Istook’s concerns for reli-
gious liberty but has not signed on as
a co-sponsor of the amendment.

Canady noted constitutional
amendments are intentionally difficult
to pass. “The founding fathers very
wisely put in place mechanisms that
make it difficult to change the basic
document.”

Persecution bill won’t help, says U.S. official

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Some-
thing should be done about the
growing problem of religious perse-
cution worldwide, but legislation to
impose U.S. economic sanctions on
offending governments is not the
solution, said a top State Department
official.

To automatically impose sanc-
tions on governments that allow per-
secution would have “a severe neg-
ative impact” on religious freedom,
said John Shattuck, assistant secre-
tary of the State Department’s Bu-
reau of Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor.

The Freedom From Religious Per-
secution Act, introduced in Congress
by Rep. Frank Wolf, R-Va., and Sen.
Arlen Specter, R-Pa., would impose
sanctions on nations that condone re-
ligious persecution.

But Shattuck said the “one-size-
fits-all” approach of the Wolf-Spec-
ter bill would nullify other methods
of influencing governments and
prompt “retaliation” against persecut-
ed faith groups. He proposed changes
to make the bill more acceptable.

The issue of religious persecution
has “skyrocketed” to a much higher
place on the State Department’s agen-

da in recent years, Shattuck said.

The United States can have a role
in reducing such persecution, he said,
“but we need to do it in a way that
helps the people we want to help, rath-
er than make the situation worse.”

Particularly in places like the
Sudan, Egypt, China, Tibet and the
Middle East, sanctions would only
bring more persecution, Shattuck said.
As in the case of Egypt, he added, it
may not be the government causing
the problem but the larger society.
Punishing those governments would
weaken their ability to make improve-
ments, he said.

Chris Jones
By Robert Dunston

Chris Jones went Down Under
this summer. Jones, the son of Tru-
man and Carol Jones of Harlan,
spent his summer as a summer mis-
sionary in the city of Perth, Austra-
lia. He worked in a recreation cen-
ter located about 15 kilometers
south of downtown Perth.

. Sports and recreation
are very popular in Aus-
tralia, but schools do not
field sports teams. In-

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

400 people entered the facility to
worship God and exercise their
spiritual muscles. i
Not every waking moment was
spent at the center. Jones and his
two partners took a three-day sight-
seeing trip along the western coast
of Australia. They caught crawfish
and ate them for supper and helped
some local farmers whose crops
were being destroyed by
rabbits and kangaroos.
The supervisors who
worked with Jones  and

stead, every neighbor-
hood has its own recre-
ation center and its own
sports schools, uniforms
and statistics. Between
6,000-7,000 people each
week passed through the
center where Jones

his two partners sched-
uled time each week for
personal spiritual devel-
opment. They encour-
aged the summer mis-
sionaries to spend quiet
time in Bible study and
contemplation. Jones

worked, so the task of
ministering to people often seemed
overwhelming.

Jones performed a variety of
duties at the center. He was a bas-
ketball coach and teacher to a vari-
ety of teams ranging in age from
small children to middle-aged
adults. In addition, he played bas-
ketball, officiated games and wrote
about basketball and other activities
for the center’s newsletter. Satur-
days were especially busy for Jones
as he played with the Baptist league
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

The center also served as a
church. On Sunday mornings 300-

said he needed this time.
“Ilearned to depend on God, to lean
on God more. Being 45 hours away
from family and friends, I had to
learn to depend more on God.”

Jones wants to return to Austra-
lia. This semester at Cumberland
College he has added a public
health major to his business admin-
istration major. He said his passion
is “to see people healthy, both spir-
itually and physically; the whole-
person concept of health.”

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

‘Yes, you can!’

“I can’t do it.”

Our staff hears this a lot from our
kids. Discouragement is a major
enemy, brought to the battle be-
cause of abuse, neglect and poor
choices.

Part of our mission is to help
children and families realize they
can. They can make the grade; they
can save their marriage; they can
learn to swim; they can
discipline their children;
they can forgive them-
selves; they can be for-

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

say if I brought a bi-racial baby
home?”

I hear the pain in these state-
ments and questions. There is an
answer, although it is anything but
easy. Whenever I think of separa-
tion and loss, I think of how Jesus’
friends must have felt after he re-
turned to heaven. These people
knew him as friend, brother, son—
and then had to say good-
bye. What loss. And yet,
through the Comforter
left behind, these same

given.

“I can’t” comes from
somewhere else, howev-
er. It comes from singles,
couples and families who
cannot imagine being
foster parents, adoptive
parents or visiting re-
source parents. These are
people with love in their
hearts, who want to reach

Bill Smithwick

people . endured and
thrived.

Believers have that
same comfort as a re-
source. What sustained
Peter, John and Mary in
the dark days of loss was
not simply the memory
of Jesus, but his contin-
ued presence in their
hearts.

Part of our work is to

out, but who are afraid of
being hurt—just like some of our
kids.

“I couldn’t let go,” the prospec-
tive foster parent says, imagining
the day when the child returns home
or is adopted. “What happens when
she goes to college?” ask the visit-
ing resource parents who open their
homes on weekends and holidays
to a child, making her part of the
family. “What if I adopt this child
and he gets sicker, or has problems
in school? What would my family

help all of our prospective par-
ents—even the most “tempo-
rary”’—realize they can make these
commitments. Our ministry is not
just to the child, but to those who
would open their arms to her.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC's Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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Lower rates
for long-term
capital gains

By Jeremy White

The new Taxpayer Relief Act
of 1997 re- ;
duces the tax
rate for long-
term capital
gains. The
reduction is
not as much
as some of
the political
hype, but ev-
ery bit helps.

If you sell stocks, mutual
funds, rental property or other
capital assets at a gain after May
6, 1977, then your tax rate on that
gain is lower than your regular
rates. If you are in the 15 percent
tax bracket, then your tax on the
capital gain is now 10 percent. If
you are in the 28 percent tax
bracket, then your tax gain is now
20 percent.

To qualify for the lower rate,
you must own the capital asset for
18 months. If you buy a stock,
hold it for one year, and then sell
it at a gain, you will pay your reg-
ular tax rate. As before, you can
still deduct only a net capital loss
up to $3,000 (the rest carries for-
ward to future years).

It gets even better for long-
term investors. After the year
2000, if you sell a capital asset at
a gain held for five years or more,
then your tax rate is 8 percent for
taxpayers in the lowest (15 per-
cent) tax bracket. For all other
taxpayers, a capital asset must be
bought after 2000 and held for
five years to qualify for a lower
rate of 18 percent (instead of 20
percent).

If you own mutual funds (out-
side of retirement plans), then
your year-end tax statement from
the mutual fund company will
detail any short-term capital gain
and long-term capital gains be-
fore and after May 6, 1997.

Here are some planning tips:

0 Pay close attention to your
holding periods (rather than sell-
ing a stock held for 17 months,
wait a few weeks to sell at a long-
term gain with a lower rate).

B Take capital losses (in ex-
cess of $3,000) when you have
capital gains to offset them.

I Try not to take capital gains
in high income years that would
push you into income levels
where other credits and deduc-
tions are phased out.

§ Be careful about buying
mutual funds outside of retire-
ment plans in November and
December. Many funds make a
distribution then. You could end
up with a quick tax bill with no
benefit.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Jeremy White is a certified pub-
lic accountant in Paducah. He pre-
sents financial seminars and work-
shops at churches and conferences.

NATIONAL NOTES

| CLASSIFIED ADS v

SEEKING: Progressive, rural
church seeks part-time minister of
youth. Send resumé to: Oakland Bap-
tist Church, P.O. Box 154, Oakland,
KY 42159. ;

WANTED: Organ player. Mount
Vernon Baptist Church, Old Frankfort
Pike, Versailles, Ky. Please contact:
Judy, (606) 873-8240.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Louisa, Ky., is searching for a full-
time minister of youth. Send resumé
to: Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, 301 West Pike St., Louisa,
KY 41230, or fax: (606) 686-3072.

SEEKING: Growing church
seeks full-time music worship leader.
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419;
Fax: (502) 843-3434.

NEEDED: Mothers day out direc-
tor for two-days-per-week program at
Rockford Lane Baptist Church. If in-
terested, or for more information, con-
tact Ron Abrams, pastor, at (502) 447-
2591.

MEDICAL: Diabetics with Medi-
care or insurance, get your diabetic
supplies mailed to your home. Insu-
lin-dependent only call: (800) 337-
4144,

SEEKING: Memorial Baptist
Church of Columbia, Mo., is seeking

_a full-time minister of education.

Qualifications include five years ex-
perience as a full-time minister of ed-
ucation and a Master’s of Religious
Education degree. Resumé may be
mailed to: Dr. Bob Webb, Memorial
Baptist Church, 1634 Paris Road,
Columbia, MO 65201.

SEEKING: Full-time secretary
for the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
Position requires word processing and
secretarial experience. Attractive ben-
efit package. Send resumé and refer-
ences to: Darryl Wilson, director, Sun-
day School Department, Kentucky
Baptist Convention, Box 43433, Lou-
isville, KY 40253-0433. !

TOUR: 12 days Israel and Egypt
including Mt. Sinai, March 28-Apr. 8,
all only $2,289. Call Pastor Jack R.
Studie (502) 247-8331.

SEEKING: A well-established,
dynamic, growing Southern Baptist
church is seeking a full-time minister
of youth and activities. Candidates
with a Master’s in Religious Educa-
tion and previous experience pre-
ferred. Interested persons may submit
a resumé by Oct. 31 to: Second Bap-
tist Church, Youth Search Commiittee,
720 West Seventh St., Hopkinsville,
KY 42240.

SEEKING: Preschool teachers.
Fern Creek Baptist Child Develop-
ment Center is currently looking for
preschool teachers for the 1997-98
school year. Hours are MWF, 8:30
a.m.-12:30 p.m. We offer competitive
wages, a friendly environment and
other benefits. Please contact Debbie
Gorbandt or Linda Barnes at (502)
239-0316.

FOR SALE: Baldwin Interlude
Organ. Like-new—includes bench
and instructions; $995. Great Christ-
mas gift or nice organ for a small
church. Springdale Church, 4601
Springdale Road, Louisville, Ky.
(502) 228-7726.

SEEKING: Minister of music/
outreach for Northern Kentucky
Southern Baptist church. Resumés
must be received by Nov. 15. Grant’s
Lick Baptist Church, 175 W. Clay
Ridge Road, Alexandria, KY 41001.
Call (606) 635-2444. Dr. Paul E.
Broyles, pastor-teacher.

ATTENTION: Pastors, ministers
of music, ministers of education, min-
isters of youth and all other staff mem-
bers. Hundreds of churches call us
each month looking for a pastor or
staff member. Call (800) 917-9599 for
your confidential information packet.
Southern Baptist Ministers Staffing
Service, P.O. Box 198726, Nashville,
TN 37219-8726. Regional office:
New Orleans, La. http://www.min-
isterservices.com.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: Search Com-
mittee, New Bethel Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 100, Verona, KY 41092.

SEEKING: Minister to youth. .
First Baptist, 301 Oak St., Carmi, IL.
Contact: Sherry Gholson, (618) 382-
2022.

WANTED: Used handbells.
Please contact Bagdad Baptist Church
at (502) 747-8933. If no answer,
please leave a message.

SEEKING: Youth minister at
Fairlane Baptist Church in Grants
Lick, Ky. Please contact Jim Macht
at (606) 635-1973 after 6 p.m.

SEEKING: Ambitious, energetic
people who desire a career in a mar-
keting and distribution organization
with a Christian emphasis. Phone:
(502) 622-7308.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Mountains to the

Compiled by Ann Tatum

Mississippi

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

M Ed and Teri Tarleton,
missionaries in Moscow,
as they seek
opportunities to share
their Christian faith.

W Jaime and Kimberly
Knight in language
school in Kursk, Russia.

M Baptist Convention of
New England staff and
Kentucky Baptist
Convention missions
and evangelism division
staff as they meet to
pray and plan Oct. 25-29
in Northboro, Mass.

B CENTRAL CITY—Cherry Hill
Church recently called Chris Odle as
pastor. :

B CLINTON—First Church recently
ordained Danny Kimbell to the dea-
con ministry.

B CORINTH—New  Columbus
Church called David Foley as pastor.
Foley is a graduate of Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College. He previously
served at Oneida Baptist Institute and

was bivocational pastor at Royal Oak
Church in Booneville.
B COVINGTON—Oak Ridge

Church recently called Troy Cates of
Amarillo, Texas, as minister of youth
and education. Cates began his new
ministry Sept. 21. :

B FORT MITCHELL—Fort Mitch-
ell Church called French Harmon as
pastor. He previously was pastor at
First Church in Allen. He will begin
his new ministry Nov. 16.

B LAWRENCEBURG—Southern
Seminary Professor Timothy Beoug-

her will be the evangelist for an
Anderson County interdenomination-
al revival meeting Nov. 14-17. Servic-
es will be held nightly at 7 p.m. at
Anderson County Middle School in
Lawrenceburg. ‘

B LEXINGTON—Chuck Bass re-
cently resigned as pastor at Boone’s
Creek Church.

B LOUISVILLE—A 25th anniversa-
ry presentation of the musical Cele-
brate Life will be held at Crescent Hill
Church Oct. 26, at 10:50 a.m. Call
(502) 896-4425 for more information.

Highland Park First Church recent-
ly ordained David Cox and Ron
Schumacher as deacons.

Farmdale Church called Terry
Keith as minister of music and edu-
cation. He will begin his new minis-
try Nov. 2. Keith previously was part-
time minister of music at Grace
Church in Lexington.

Cloverleaf Church will host the
Sons of Liberty of Stanton in a gospel

music concert Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. Call
(502) 367-0218 for more information.
Gethsemane Church ordained Ri-
chard Preasmyer to the deacon min-
istry Oct. 5. Also, Pastor David Liv-
ingston will hold a gospel concert at
Buckner Church Oct. 26 at 7 p.m.
B RUSSELLVILLE—Second
Church honored Jimmy Prince as
church organist Oct. 5.
B UPTON—Lucas Grove Church
called DeWayne Chadwick as pas-
tor. He began his new ministry Oct.
12. Chadwick will be ordained to the

gospel ministry Oct. 26.

B WARSAW—Bramlette Church
declared Sept. 28 as “James Ray
Day.” Ray served more than 40 years
as Sunday school director. Dinner was
held in his honor.

B WINCHESTER—Central Church
called Morris Anderson as pastor.
He previously was pastor at First
Church in Pigeon Forge, Tenn. He
will begin his new ministry in mid
October. Also, Tony Cecil recently
resigned as associate pastor for youth
to attend New Orleans Seminary.

M Ann Lawrence, new
Woman’s Missionary
Union and missions
ministry leader for the
Baptist Convention of
New England.

Available in 20’ to 30" Models
(12 to 35 passengers)

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program + We Buy Used Buses

Church Buses

Rental Buses
(New & Used)
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
(800) 370-6180
(615)376-2287

Campbellsville University
invites you to the

Robertson Worship Workshop
“Worship: Wrestling with the Angel”
(Worship as Rest and Effort)

Thursday, Oct. 23

Lowell Avenue Baptist Church
Campbellsville, Ky.
Featuring Dr. Browning Ware, Austin, Texas &
D.E. Adams, Louisville
Everyone is invited!

For more information:
Contact: Dr. Ken Martin - (502) 789-5340

e
UNIVERSITY

7 p.m.

A special treat

Between opening the mail and answering the
phone, I can be assured something unusual is go-
ing to happen nearly every day. This past sum-
mer, one phone call and one letter brought this
point to mind very clearly.

I received a letter from some friends of Onei-
da. In the letter, a couple from Louisville shared a
desire to spend September with us as volunteers.
They were limited somewhat in areas of service,
but they were willing to do about anything they
could to help. She expressed a desire to
tutor in our special help program, and
he asked if he could work in our flower
gardens. We are always grateful for
those who want to help, and we never
have run out of work for volunteers.
Normally all that is required is a will-
ing heart. This couple came the first of
September and helped in the areas we
had discussed.

The second special treat came in a
phone call from California. Yes, Cali-
fornia. Two couples had heard about
Oneida and also wanted to come and
volunteer for the month of September.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

a

W.F. Unde

chose to fly clear across the United States to spend
a month with us. They explained that while they
were on a mission trip in Kodiak, Alaska, they
met a lady at a church service who told them about
Oneida. We are not sure who they spoke to, but
we think it may have been a former employee who
moved to Alaska several years ago. She told them
that if they enjoyed volunteer mission work, they
would really enjoy going to Oneida. I hope they
were blessed by being here. We certainly were
blessed by their presence.

The two men were willing to do
about anything and had many skills to
share. The first several days they helped
remodel a double-wide mobile home, a
project we did not think we would be
able to get done until next spring.

With that project completed in
record time, one of the men spent the
last week on the farm, helping to bring
in our fall harvest of corn. He also
mowed and did other farm chores.

The other man teamed up with the
Kentucky chapter of Campers on Mis-

ood sion and helped install the steel joist and

| I must confess I was a little intrigued as
to why they wanted to come all the way from
California to Kentucky for a mission trip. They
| told me it was not a practical joke and they really
wanted to come if we could use them. I assured
them there would be no shortage of things to do
and that I looked forward to meeting them.
They were to fly into the Lexington airport and
then rent a car for the trip to Oneida. I strongly
objected and assured them we would be happy to
pick them up. Reluctantly, they agreed for us to
pick them up at the airport.
When these two couples arrived on our cam-
pus, I was still a little inquisitive about why they

decking for the new print shop being
constructed down the street.

The ladies helped with painting, but they also
helped in the library and craft house.

This was the first time these three couples had
done any volunteer work on our campus. While
the couple from Louisville had visited Oneida
several times, the two couples from California had
never even been to Kentucky before. I find it tru-
ly remarkable how God brings the talents and gifts
of others from across the United States to meet
our needs. He is truly an awesome God. .

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

Planting and reaping

The 65-acre farm on Highway
1643 in Pulaski County where Jew-
ell and Christine Hail live is near
the place where he was reared. They
are now members of Buck Creek
Church where he was converted
and baptized in November 1944 at
the age of 17. Theirs was the first
wedding in the history of the
church. May 27 marked their 50th
anniversary.

After 40 years of
preaching, Hail’s biggest
adjustment is “not getting
to preach much.” Hail
retired in September
1996 after 10 years as
pastor of Pleasant View
Church near Somerset.
“This also was the first
year I haven’t had a gar-
den since we left Clear
Creek in 1958,” he said.

In 1952 the Hails left
a new home and moved

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

Typical of most students, Hail
combined classroom work with
practical experience. On weekends
he commuted to Glenwood Church
in Pulaski County; the church or-
dained him on Easter Sunday 1957.
In 1959 they moved back to Indi-
ana for two years of mission work
that resulted in the organization of
North Madison Baptist Church in
Camby. Other pastoral
work included half-time
work with Sinking Val-
ley and - Hopewell
churches, 1963-64; full-
time at Sinking Valley,
1966-71; Pleasant Run,
1971-79; First Bronston,
1979-86; and Pleasant
View, 1986-1996. Ten
men responded to the call
for ministry in these
churches, including the
Hails’ two sons.- Michael
is pastor of Northside in

to Indianapolis to find
employment. Hail worked for a
company selling billboard adver-
tisements. They became active
members of Pleasant Heights
Church. Hail was Sunday school
director and treasurer. In 1956 he
answered the call to ministry and
knew “it also was a call to prepare.”
His father was a longtime support-
er of Clear Creek, and Pulaski As-
sociation built two student cottages
on the campus, so it seemed natural
to come here.

Tampa, Fla., and J.E. Jr.
is pastor of Calvary Church in
Greenfield, Ind.

While Hail was at Pleasant
View, attendance grew from 40 to
100. I asked his advice to students.

“A pastor must love the people
and work with them. Sometimes it
is like clearing a field; you can’t
clearitall at once. Some stumps you
just have to work around.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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PEOPLE

" Five years after
state legalized

casinaos, mlmstry

staying busy

By William Perkins Jr.
& Carl White .
Mississippi Baptist Record

GULFPORT, Miss. (BP)—At

the fifth anniversary of legalized
gambling in Mississippi, gam-

blers continue to flock to the Mis-

sissippi Gulf Coast, bringing |hc1r*"
problems with them.
When they’ ve hit rock bottom

during those years, a helping

hand has been available.

“We're staying busy,” said
John Landrum, who resigned his
church shortly after the first casi-
no opened to begin a full-time
ministry. With his wife, Linda, he

established “Chaplain to the Mis-

sissippi Beach.”

“The (local) economy is

booming. You can’t get around
that,”

legalized gambling are also ris-
mg. , .
“There are a lot of marital
problems, among both casino
patrons and casino employees,”

he said. “We know the stress that
gambling can place on a patron’s
marriage, but we don’t often con-

_ sider the stress on a casino em-

ployee’s marriage.

“Their personal problems are
heightened because of the pres-
sure under which they work,”
Landrum noted. “You wouldn’t
believe all the government and
casino regulanons they must fol-
low to the letter.” ;

It’s not at all unusual for his
ministry to be working with sev-
eral Southern Baptist problem
gamblers, Landrum added.

“Most of our pastors and
churches on the coast had not
dealt directly with gambling be-
fore it was legalized in 1992—
maybe just a case or two when
.. someone got in trouble during a
Junket flight’ to Las Vegas,” he

said. “Now, many of our church-

es have felt the direct, personal'
- impact of gambling.”
Landrum’s advice to commu-
nities considering legalized gam-
_ bling is simple: “Do everything
-you can to keep it out. If it’s there,

- do everything you can to mm1s- -

~ter to people affected by it.

“Everywhere there is a casi-

o, there should be someone whof'

~_ sees the situation as a. Immstry, n

Landrum said. “The hard partis

i changmg hats’ from condemn-
~ing gamblers to being able to

- munister effectively to people and
~ families in trouble because of it.

‘I liken it to other ministry

- oppottumtxes that have been put

: _ before us as Christians,” he add-
~ ed. “You can have a ministry to

~ homosexuals without agreeing
- with the lifestyle; the focus of any

~ministry should be fo bring lost
- Chnst.”

- people to salvanon through Jesusf

Landrum said. “But the
human needs that go along with

Pastor recalls his hitching conversion

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)—TFifty
years ago, when hitchhiking was a
relatively safe practice, preacher boys
frequently gave a guy a ride on their
way from Southwestern Baptlst Theo-
logical Seminary to churches in Okla—
homa and Texas.

Roger Foree of Pasadena, Texas,

- never forgot the preacher boy who

picked him up in 1949, the weekend

- of the Oklahoma-Texas game.

Foree was a 14-year-old runaway
at the time. “I thought I knew more
than my dad, and when he pulled off
his belt to take care of my problem, I
took off running, got to the road, stuck
out my thumb and was on my way,”
Foree recounted.

An alert was sent to officials in
three states. Meanwhile Foree was

- riding with a trucker from Houston

carrying a load of beans to a prison in
Huntsville, Texas, where Foree helped
the trucker unload.

Back hitchhiking, an old, blue
1936 Ford pulled over north of Dal-
las and the driver motioned Foree into
the back seat. Foree recalled thinking
that the two men up front had to be
friends, the way they were talking. But
when the driver stopped to let out the
passenger in the front seat, Foree re-
alized he was another hitchhiker.

Now it was Foree’s turn to sit up
front, and somewhere between that
point and Tushka, Okla., Foree heard
the gospel message for the first time.
Two months later he made a profes-
sion of faith in Jesus Christ as his per-
sonal Savior.

Foree, now a bivocational minis-
ter, has talked for 48 years about that

chance encounter that changed his life,
and he has wondered about the man
whose witness made such an impres-
sion on him as a runaway kid.

Recently while driving through
Tushka, Foree stopped to inquire
whether anyone might know the name
of the student pastor of Tushka Bap-
tist Church in 1949. :

Someone sent him to the home of
Charley and Georgia Mae Ezell.

“Do we remember him?” they said.
“That’s Brother Carl Nelson. He came
to our home one evening and won us
both to Christ!”

Foree and Nelson met over the
phone that evening, and recently
Foree visited Nelson in his home near

Blanchard, Okla. Foree called the re--

union as joyful as that of long-lost
family.

Opinions mixed on Chinese religious freedom

By Steve Chambers
Religion News Service

HONG KONG—A light rain was
falling outside Hop Yat Church, but
the Christians arriving for a Sunday
morning service soon filled every pew
in the two-story sanctuary.

As 500 worshipers, accompanied
by a white-robed choir, boomed a
Cantonese rendition of “Glorious
Things of Thee Are Spoken,” their
voices drifted out the open doors and
into the residential street.

“We’re not afraid of the changes,”
Elizabeth Wong, a lifelong Hong
Kong resident, said minutes before the
Church of Christ in China service be-
gan. “The faith is how you face
change. We don’t worry about the
politics. It’s a spiritual reaction.”

Three months after this former
British colony reunited with mainland
Communist China, worship services
continue unfettered. Religious leaders
say it’s business as usual and the Chi-
nese government, true to its word, has
kept hands off in this unusual place
where East meets West.

However, the peaceful transition
here coincides with public criticism in
the United States of China’s crack-
down on religious freedom elsewhere.
In July, the U.S. State Department re-
leased a report on religious freedom
accusing China of suppressing under-
ground Christian groups.

The attacks have exasperated those
who argue more can be accomplished
through negotiation and by praising
the quiet revolution in religious free-
dom they say is blossoming on the
mainland.

“In no way do I excuse the prob-
lems in that country, but in the church
and in society, most Chinese will tell
you that relative to what they lived
through up until 10 years ago, this is
like paradise,” said Sister Janet Car-
roll, a former missionary in Taiwan
who heads the U.S. Catholic China
Bureau, an educational organization
based at Seton Hall University in
South Orange, N.J.

Religious groups still must regis-
ter with the Chinese government, but
many experts say those who follow
this requirement are being awarded

- increased freedom. Others dispute the

degree of tolerance, pointing to a

crackdown on underground churches.

“Right now in Hong Kong there is
a very vibrant Christian community
involved in all kinds of social out-
reach, none of which is permitted in
China,” said Nina Shea, director of
Freedom House’s Puebla Project on
Religious Freedom. “You can’t estab-
lish Catholic hospitals or Protestant-
run soup kitchens. All that is threat-
ened.”

Hong Kong’s 500,000 Chnsnans
about half of them Roman Catholic,

- are clearly a minority of the 6.3 mil-

lion residents, but they play an inte-
gral role in the new Special Adminis-
trative Region. Churches run half the
high schools, 40 percent of the ele-
mentary schools and countless social
service agencies.

Yet the Chinese government,
aware of religion’s role in the fall of
communism in Eastern Europe, is
hostile to Western interference.

For several decades after they
seized power in 1949, the Commu-
nists crushed organized religion. Cath-
olics and other Christians who refused
to cooperate with the state were im-
prisoned, tortured and killed.

In the past decade, however, as the
Communists moved toward a more
capitalist economy and citizens were
permitted freer movement, the gov-
ernment has given religious leaders a
wider berth. Approximately 10 mil-
lion Catholics and a larger number of
Protestants are estimated to be wor-
shipping in the nation of 1.2 billion.

Self-imposed control may be a
problem, according to Lee Ching
Chee. Lee is associate general secre-
tary of the Church of Christ in China,
a 25,500-member denomination and
one of the largest Christian groups in
Hong Kong. She also is vice chair-
woman of the Hong Keng Christian
Council, the region’s most influential
ecumenical religious organization.

“Most people in Hong Kong, in-
cluding church people, are quite com-
fortable with the new government,”
Lee said. “After the changeover some
people were expecting explosions, but
nothing happened.”

Optimistic about China’s future,
Lee nonetheless has noted a reluctance
by fellow clergy to criticize the gov-
ernment. There was less participation
this year, for example, in an annual

vigil for Tiananmen Square protesters
killed in 1989.

“I’m not afraid they will clamp
down on us,” Lee said. “I’m afraid we
will keep our mouths shut ourselves,

and the churches will become social |

clubs where people come on Sunday
to meet and sing.”

Carroll said China’s new openness
has in effect invited scrutiny of its
policies toward religion.

“Having been excluded for 40
years, critics are looking only at what
1s wrong,” she said. “‘Critics must look
at what the Chinese people lived
through with interminable patience to
understand their conviction that even-
tually they will triumph.

“Religious experience has grown
to such a point in China that most of
us feel there is no way (for the gov-
ernment) to put the genie back in the
bottle.”
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' Foree, now a

bivocational
minister, has
talked for 48 years
about that chance
encounter that
changed his life.

WORSHIP TIME The choir
at Hop Yat Church in Hong
Kong sings during a
service. Leaders say
communist China has thus
far kept its word not to limit
religious expression in

Hong Kong. (RNS photo by

Vincent Yu)
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Mountain Outreach Builds Three Homes

Cumberland College would like to salute
these churches for their assistance in helping to construct homes
this summer in the Williamsburg area for three deserving
families. Since the program began in 1982, Cumberland College students
and volunteers have constructed a total of 82 homes for needy families.

South Fork Baptist Church

All Saints Episcopal Church
: Winston-Salem, NC

Richmond, VA

Unity Baptist Church
Knoxville, TN

Buffat Heights Baptist Church
Knoxville, TN

Weatherly Heights Baptist Church

Cleary Baptist Church

Florence, MS Knoxville, TN

College Park Baptist Church Knollwood Baptist Church - Woolsey Baptist Church
Winston-Salem, NC Winston-Salem, NC Fayetteville, GA

for information on how you can become involved in the program contact:

Al Laird
- Mountain Outreach Director
Cumberland College

Williamsburg, Kentucky 40769
(606) 539-4346
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