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Voices growing for less Santa, more Savior at Christmas

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—While Ameri-
ca’s Christmas retail sales were hit-
ting $450 billion last year, Roder-
ick Cyr headed in the opposite di-
rection.

In cards to
family and friends
he announced a
halt to gift-giving
so he could in-
crease offerings
to missions caus-
es, including
Southern Bap-
tists” Lottie Moon Christmas offer-
ing for international missions.

This Dec. 25 will again be a day
of quiet contemplation for Cyr, part
of what he sees as God’s call for him
to redirect his holiday observances.

Cyr, a member of Chevy Chase
Baptist Church in Lexington, said he

Christmas

nplugged

thinks Christians have become so
wrapped up in seasonal consumer-
ism that they fail to recognize what
their actions say about their faith.
“What message are we sending
to the non-Christian community
about our true priorities?” he asked.
“Moreover, what
lessons are we
teaching our chil-
dren when love is
measured by the
gifts given?”
Cyr’s ques-
tions represent a
movement that
appears. to be
gathering steam. In the past year,
several writers and columnists have
advocated a simpler Christmas.
Supporters report tangible
progress, too. Bill McKibben wrote
“Unplugging Christmas,” the cover
story for last December’s issue of
Christianity Today magazine. Soon

after, columnist Cal Thomas wrote
a column decrying the nation’s over-
emphasis on Christmas materialism.

McKibben’s article suggested
limiting overall Christmas spending
to $100, as well as turning off the
television to par-

nity in New York’s Adirondack
Mountains.

“Last year ours said we’ll take
the money we’re not going to spend
on Christmas and spend it on mis-
sions. We raised $5,000 for the
Heifer Project,

ticipate in more
Christ-centered

Christmas programs wanted

which sends live-
stock and other

and family activi-
ties.

The Western Recorder will publish
alisting of Kentucky Baptnst church

animals to devel-
oping countries.

Some readers | Christmas programs in its Dec. 9 “I think it’s
were suspicious | and 16 editions. Please send;j‘ fair to say we
of his advocacy of | information about your church’s | were . pretty
reducing purchas- ac vmes by fax, (502) 244 6474, | proud of our-
estohelpsavethe | 9 ille ;j.;-v selves,” he said,

environment, he
said, but many
readers have re-
ported . adopting
his tips on a church- or community-
wide basis.

“Every church (simplifies) in dif-
ferent ways,” said McKibben, a res-
ident of Johnsburg, a tiny commu-

noting the Meth-
odist congrega-
tion averages be-

~ tween 45 and 50
on a Sunday. Despite its size, the
congregation influenced the multi-
state Methodist conference in its
area to adopt a resolution favoring
0 See Voices growing ..., page 8

CHURCH RESTORATION “The Friends of Minerva” want to restore the historic Bracken Bapti Curch i Mason County. Harry Collin
is doing a lot of the repair work on the old church. (Lexington Herald-Leader photograph by Charles Bertram)

. Group works to save Kentucky Baptist church

By Frank Lockwood
Lexington Herald-Leader

MINERVA—Two hundred years
after Baptists arrived here, the faith is
flourishing. But the house of worship
is falling apart.

Bracken Baptist Church, which is
listed on the National Register of His-
toric Places, “needs a lot of tender lov-
ing care quick,” says Dan Kidd of the
Kentucky Department of Travel.

A local group, “Friends of Miner-
va,” owns the landmark and is slowly

restoring it. But plenty of work lies

ahead for the 50-member group.
There’s a hole in the floor of the

old slave balcony. Vandals have tak-

en BB guns to some of the stained-

glass windows. A wall is cracked. The
roof has holes. The floor is spotted by

_pigeon droppings.

Historians say the bmldmg dates to
the 1840s. But Minerva residents in-

- sist the church was constructed in the

1790s by the father of the Kentucky
Baptist movement, Lewis Craig.

Either way, it’s one of the oldest
Baptist churches in Northeast Ken-
tucky, if not the whole state.

And Minerva is a special town for
Kentucky Baptists. The Bracken As-
sociation of Baptists, a regional sub-
set of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, was organized here in 1799. To-
day, the association claims 33 church-
es and 6,300 members in Northeast
Kentucky.

But the Minerva congregation has
struggled at times. It survived splits
over slavery (1805) and the impor-
tance of baptism in attaining salvation
(1829). But it folded in the late 1800s
because of dwindling membership.

The building hasn’t housed a con-
gregation for a century and was sold
to a farmer for $280 during the Great
Depression. For nearly half a century,
it was used as a tobacco barn.

Then Baptist minister Ken For-
man, who at the time was missions
director for the association, saw the
structure and decided to re-claim it for
Christ.

“It was what I felt to be the leader-
ship of the Lord in my heart to get this .
0 See Group wants to save ..., page 3
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BAPTIST BITS

M The predominantly
white District of
Columbia Baptist
Convention has voted to
align with the
Progressive National
Baptist Convention, a
national group of 2,000
predominantly African-
American congregations.
The D.C. convention,
which has been dually
aligned with both
Northern and Southern
Baptists since its
founding in 1877,
becomes the first state
group in either the
Southern Baptist
Convention or American
Baptist Churches U.S.A.
to be triply aligned.

W Campus Crusade for
Christ and the Southern
Baptist Convention’s
International Mission
Board have signed an
agreement to work
together in church-
planting overseas.
Graduates of foreign
colleges who have been
involved with Campus
‘Crusade, a para-church
ministry, during their
schooling will be
integrated into church-
starting efforts by IMB
missionaries overseas.

B The State Convention
of Baptists in Indiana
has adopted a bylaw

change that will require
at least three people
from “a racial and/or
language minority” be
included on the
convention’s Executive

Board. This is thought to

be the first such
mandate for racial
inclusiveness on any
state Baptist convention
board.

B Lynn Holmes has
resigned as president of
Brewton-Parker College,

a Baptist school in
Mount Vernon, Ga.
Although the news
release announcing his
resignation made no
mention of it, the college
has been accused by a
former employee of
awarding grants to
unqualified students and
other financial aid
irregularities. The federal
government now
contends the college
owes up to $25.2 million
in reimbursements and
penalties.

SBG charges against Disney are ‘nuts,’ Eisner says

NEW YORK (ABP)—Accusa-
tions that the Walt Disney Co. bashes
Christians or is pushing a pro-homo-
sexual agenda are “nuts,” Disney
Chairman Michael Eisner said in a “60
Minutes” report aired Nov. 23.

In his first public comments on a
boycott of Disney by the Southern
Baptist Convention and other reli-
gious groups, Eisner said the protest
has had no financial effect on the gi-
ant entertainment company.

The report also included an inter-
view with Richard Land, president of
Southern Baptists’ Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission, who charged
Disney with “pushing a Christian-
bashing, family bashing, pro-homo-
sexual agenda.”

“That’s ridiculous. We’re not
pushing any agenda,” Eisner told cor-
respondent Lesley Stahl in response
to Land’s charges.

“When somebody says Pocahon-
tas is anti-Christian or anti-black or
anti-Native American, I say inside
deep down, ‘They’re nuts,”” Eisner
said.

Eisner also responded to a state-
ment by Land that the Pocahontas
character should have been portrayed
as a Christian.

“She didn’t become a Christian in
the legend until after our story end-
ed,” he said, adding that Pocahontas
“is one of the most pro-social movies

made in the 75 years of the history of
the Disney Co.”

Other objections lodged against
Disney include the decision to contin-
ue airing the “Ellen” sitcom on the
Disney-owned ABC Television Net-
work after its star, Ellen DeGeneres,
declared she was gay and that her
character on the program would be
gay as well.

“That was (DeGeneres’) choice
and ABC'’s choice and I think it’s been
very well done,” Eisner said. Eisner
added that he wasn’t offended by last
season’s controversial same-sex kiss
on “Ellen” but recognized it probably
made some people uncomfortable.
The decision to put a parental adviso-
ry on the episode was not in response
to the Baptist boycott, he said.

Eisner said the boycott last June
prompted him to finally respond to
Disney critics on national television.
“It hasn’t had a financial effect,” how-
ever, he added.

“I think (Disney is) the wrong
group to go after,” Eisner said. “But
the one thing that’s great about this
country is they have the right to do it
(protest) and they’re doing it the right
way.”

“Ilove that. I respect that,” he said.

Responding to criticism over al-
lowing “Gay Day” at Disney theme
parks, Eisner said Disney doesn’t dis-
criminate against anybody. “The ho-

Not all boycotting Disney
VI N

mosexual organizations arranged that
day themselves,” Eisner said. “And I
think it would be a travesty in this
country for us to exclude anybody.”

- Asked by Stahl if he would sit
down with Southern Baptist leaders to
talk about the issues, Eisner replied,
“I will meet with anybody at any time

when it is presented in a rational and
non-media-hyped way.”

Also interviewed for the piece
were Jim Henry, former SBC presi-
dent and pastor of First Baptist Church
in Orlando, Fla., and a Southern Bap-
tist family in Kissimee, Fla., which is
observing the boycott.

Stroope, leader of key IMB strategy, starts new agency

By Robert Dilday
Virginia Religious Herald

ARLINGTON, Texas (ABP)—
Michael Stroope, a key leader in the
Southern Baptist International Mis-
sion Board’s effort to share the Chris-

. tian gospel with “unreached people

groups,” has resigned to start an inde-
pendent ministry helping local con-
gregations send missionaries abroad.

Joining Stroope and his wife, Kay,
in the new organization—called All
Peoples—will be missionaries David
and Mary Carpenter, who are resign-
ing their positions as field workers in
the IMB’s Central and Southern Asia

region. The Carpenters have been
IMB missionaries since 1992.

Stroope, a 20-year veteran of the

IMB, administered the board’s Coop-
erative Services International—a pro-
gram to share the gospel with people
in countries where a traditional mis-
sionary presence is not possible—
from 1992 until a staff reorganization
in June decentralized the effort.

~ Unlike the IMB, All Peoples is not
a missionary-sending agency, Stroope
said. Instead, the organization will as-
sist churches to send their own long-
term missionary teams by offering
support services in the United States
and abroad.

&

) NorTE Pole

“'m concerned about our numbers. This
is about the worst turnout for ‘See
You at the Pole’ | have ever seenl”
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Although All Peoples won’t limit
its geographic scope, Stroope said its
focus will be “World A,” where peo-

ple have little or no access to the -

Christian gospel and the region on
which he concentrated during his two
decades with the IMB. The area in-
cludes nations in North Africa, the
Middle East and Asia. i

“We’ll help build awareness, con-
sult with churches, train their mission-
aries, have people on the field to help
those the church deploys, and provide
services so that church-based teams
can fulfill their mission,” he said.

Stroope said the organization could
eventually employ up to 20 people.
For now, he will continue to live in
Arlington, Texas, but it is uncertain
where the agency will be permanent-
ly based, he said.

Funding for missionary teams will

~ come from the supporting congrega-

tions. Staff members of All Peoples
also will raise their own support from
churches, although Stroope said some
secretarial staff will likely draw sala-

_ ries. Other funding will come from

fees charged for training and instruc-
tional materials.

“What we’ve learned in the past 10
years is that the whole thing (sharing
the Christian gospel) won’t be done
by 4,000 or 6,000 missionaries,” said

~ Stroope, 46. “We must mobilize the

whole church. The money is there, the
personnel are there, but this commis-
sion is no longer owned by the church.
It’s been given to a centralized board.
The church must take back its com-
mission.”

David Carpenter, who said he and
his wife will leave their base in Lon-
don to join Stroope in mid-January,
said the trend among younger Chris-

tians is for “hands-on” involvement in
missions. “Baby boomers and Gen-
Xers want direct connections. They
don’t want to send money; they want
to send themselves. They want to be
involved. ... That’s what excites me
about seeing churches being part of
the work.”

Stroope said All Peoples’ approach
would differ from partnership mission
programs operated by many Baptist
state conventions.

“For one thing, in All Peoples the
local church is the one initiating the
process and doing the sending,” he
said. “State partnerships are mainly
state initiated and, often, Internation-
al Mission Board initiated.

“Also, state partnership programs
send out primarily short-term volun-
teers. By and large, they, aren’t long
term- =

Stroope was a key leader in craft-
ing the IMB’s non-residential mis-
sionary approach, a concept which
preceded the formation of Coopera-
tive Services International. In 1988—
when the concept was still new and
untested—he was one of the first mis-
sionaries appointed to utilize the non-
residential approach, ministering to
Kurds in Turkey and Iraq from a base
outside those countries. He held that
assignment until 1992 when he be-
came area director for CSL

Both Stroope and Carpenter said
their motivation is not to protest
changes at the IMB. .

.“What the IMB is doing needs to
be done,” Stroope said. “But there
needs to be more done. Today there
need to be multiple ways of getting
the job done.”

Officials at the Richmond, Va.,-
based IMB declined comment.
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Hyattsville Baptist Men offer help to burnout victims

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

HYATTSVILLE—After nearly
20 years of investigating fires, Bob
Hammons still can’t fully grasp the
devastation felt by victims, who range
from the impoverished to multi-mil-
lionaires.

But he and other Baptist Men at
Hyattsville Baptist Church try to ease
the stings. For the past several years
they have provided personal and
household items to help burned-out
families get back on their feet.

“I’ve seen people go through all
kinds of feelings who have lost every-
thing,” said Hammons, a former ar-
son investigator for the Kentucky

~State Police and president of Ham-
mons Fire Information Service.

“This isn’t an overwhelming min-
istry that is going to solve all the
world’s problems. It just takes some
of the pressure off at a very emotional
time,” he said.

The unusual outreach began after
a former Brotherhood director at
Hyattsville Baptist lost his home in a
fire. The next morning he realized he
didn’t even have a pan to heat water
for instant coffee, said Hammons, the
current Brotherhood director.

After supplying him with some
essentials, the group decided to stock
up on items for future fire victims—
things like toiletries, flatware, pillows,
sheets, bed clothes, dishes and glass-
es.

While a church, the Red Cross or
other agency may provide victims
temporary living quarters, at some

Ninth & 0 planning relocation

LOUISVILLE—One of Kentucky
Baptists’ historic and better-known
congregations has approved a plan to
relocate from south central Louisville
to the city’s east end.

Ninth & O Baptist Church, found-

ed in 1916, will sell its property near .

Churchill Downs to the City of Lou-
isville and relocate to property near the
intersection of Bardstown Road and
Breckinridge Lane.

Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson
announced the purchase Nov. 18, af-
ter the congregation voted to approve
the sale Nov. 16. The city plans to
convert the facility to house the Lou-
isville Police Department’s 3rd Dis-

Eastern Kentucky sponsored
; .Ahce Lloyd Colleg

‘tended by Brandt G sta
“ident of the National Rellgrous
' Broadcasters organization.

Alice Lloyd College President

‘Timothy Siebert, a Kentucky Bap-
tist layman, said he hopes the new

station will offer a Christian out-

reach to central Appalachia.
- “We can fill an important niche

SON SHA

e Jesus. Do?’ the question first posed :
son, pres-

trict headquarters, police and fire dis-
patchers, Emergency Medical Servic-
es, 911 and local government radio.
Abramson said the city also may de-
velop a community center and youth
recreation program on the property.

Abramson said the city plans to
pay $1.6 million for the 87,000-
square-foot facility which 1nc1udes
300 parking spaces.

The city plans to take possession
next July, meaning the Ninth & O
congregation will meet in temporary
facilities for a brief period. Pastor
Rodney Burnette said the church’s
new building should be ready to oc-
cupy sometime next fall.

by author Charles Sheldon that now
adorns wristbands popular with

_many Christian youth.

In addition to contemporary

- Christian music, the station will air

talk shows with personalities such
as Charles Colson and James Dob-

son, said station manager Tom

Cody

IN WYOMING The Son Share Players, a summer missions team sponsored
by the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s student ministries department, recently led the
annual convention of Baptist Student Unions in Wyoming. Tom Smoot, associate in the
KBC student department, was the convention’s keynote speaker. Team members Sara
Hamirick, Crystal Meyer, Shala Curtis, Aaron Austin and Mark Powell provided drama and
music and led workshops.

point they will be out on their own,
Hammons added.

“If you have some bacon, but noth-
ing to fry it up in, it’s not of much
use,” he said. “This takes a financial

burden as well as an emotional bur-

den off them.”

The group buys certain items in
bulk to keep enough on hand to as-
semble several kits in case of emer-
gencies. Church members and others
donate items; once the Christian Ap-
palachian Project gave them a pick-
up truck load of toothbrushes.

The inventory can be used for oth-
er ministries, as well. For example,
some toothbrushes went to Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children and oth-
ers were given to residents of Hope
Center, a shelter for homeless men in
Lexington.

‘Although the Hyattsville church
has distributed a pair of kits this year,
the director said they haven’t kept
track of the total number of families
helped in the past.

Rather than advertising, Hammons
said they work through local fire, po-
lice, Red Cross and community orga-
nizations. They either deliver kits to
victims or allow them to come by the
church and select what they need.

He said the ministry is constantly
evolving, with adjustments made in
the kinds of supplies offered, based on
their experience and feedback from
individuals.

Several other churches in the area
an hour south of Lexington have start-
ed similar outreaches, and Hammons
hopes others across Kentucky will see
its value.

HISTOHICBUILDING Members of “The Friends'of Minerva” inside the building are (from
left) Gene Smoot, Harry Collins, Martha Mofora, David Weaver and Billy Gillespie. The
church is believed to have been builtin 1793-1794. (Lexington Herald-Leader photograph

by Charles Bertram)

Group wants to save historic
Baptist building in Minerva

Continued from page 1
church back in Baptist hands,” he said.

Forman’s enthusrasm was conta-
gious.

In 1981, Bracken Assoc1at10n of
Baptists purchased the decaying struc-
ture for $18,000 from a local land-
owner and planned to reopen its doors.

Then church officials got renova-
tion estimates.

Restoration could cost up to
$250,000, one expert predicted—sub-
stantially more than the association’s
annual budget.

With volunteer labor, the cost
would drop. But raising the resources
would take time. = !

So Minerva Baptists purchased a

modular building with electricity and
indoor plumbing and moved it next
door to the historic site. They’ve been
meeting there ever singce.

For nearly a decade} Baptists strug-
gled to raise funds for their historic
site. In 1989, Forman was transferred
to Louisville and the’ pro_lect floun-
dered.

Three years ago, the association
nearly demolished its decaying taber-
nacle. -

Baptists were ready to “put it out
of its misery,” said current missions
director Truett Cocanougher.

But “Friends of Minerva” formed
in 1994 and agreed to assume respon-
sibility for the building. They also

negotiated a land swap so the Baptists
would have room for a new building.

Since then, the floor has been re-
paired and the pediment has been
patched. Volunteers are struggling to
restore it.

“Most of us love it because it’s al-
ways been here,” said Martha Moford,
the town’s postmistress and the
group’s chairwoman. “It’s a part of
our heritage.”

Others also are rooting for the his-
toric church.

“It means everything to me,” said
Gene Smoot, an organist at Minerva’s
United Methodist Church, across the
street from Bracken Baptist. Her
great-grandmother, Mary Alice Tho-
mas Boyd, was orgamst at Bracken
Baptist.

Funding for the project is scarce.
And volunteer labor isn’t plentiful—
Minerva has only about 250 residents
from hill to hill. Friends of Minerva is
selling prints of the church by a local
painter for $40, but sales have been
slow.

The Baptist minister who champi-
oned the project 16 years ago believes
the historic church will -be saved.
“There are some things that deserve
preserving,” said Forman. “I’m trust-.
ing that we will not drop the ball.”

Reprinted with permission from the
Lexington Herald-Leader

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

I The Kentucky Baptist
Convention executive
board staff was recently
among 187 companies
recognized in Louisville
for family friendly
policies. The Business/
Family Partnership is
sponsored by Jefferson
County Government, the
Louisville Area Chamber
of Commerce, Business
First newspaper and the
Louisville Society for
Human Resource
Management.

B An endowed
scholarship fund worth
$650,000 for
Georgetown College
recently was established
by the estate of George
and Hildreth Daniel.
Also, Vicky and Earl
Goode recently
established an
endowment fund of
$500,000 for a faculty
development program at
the school.

B The Kentucky Baptist
Music Conference
presented honorary
lifetime membership
awards to Ron Wilburn,
minister of music at
Gano Avenue Baptist
Church of Georgetown,
and to Bill Williams, '
former minister of music
at Immanuel Baptist.
Church of Lexington.

B Two children of |
Hispanic minister
Roberto Gonzales were
killed Saturday, Nov. 15,
when his car slid out of
control, according to
Kentucky State Police.
Gonzales, 31,isa
student of the seminary
extension program led
by Kentucky Baptist
missionary Gus Reyes.
Gonzales was struck by

two cars on Highway

153 after his car hita
patch of ice, said Kim
Dunn of the Kentucky
State Police. Hadabeyda
Gonzalez, 6, and Roberto
Gonzalez Jr., 3, were
pronounced dead at the
scene. Gonzalez' wife,
was in a hospital with
broken bones and
internal injuries.
Gonzalez was expected
to have been released
from a hospital by the
end of last week. Their
other two children were
treated and released,
said Reyes.
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Looking for Advent |

It is that wonderful time of year
again when our churches prepare to
celebrate Christ’s birth.

We have celebrated Advent for

years and do it well. Each new Christ-
mas season brings the renewed expec-
tation and anticipation that that year’s
celebration will be the best ever. The
four Sundays leading up to Christmas
Day are always filled with meaning-
ful, memorable happenings. Before
we know it, Christmas has come and
gone. Then, it is just
eleven months till we do
Advent all over again.
Perhaps we could fill
the void between De-
cember’s Advents by
beginning to stress the
importance of preparing
for Jesus’ return, Advent
II. The prospect of
Christ coming again
should raise our expec-
tation and anticipation to
unmatched heights.
Preparing for Advent II involves
our doing everything we can to help
bring God’s kingdom to earth. For
God’s children, that is and has always

* been our primary mission.

Ever since Jesus taught his disci-
ples how to pray, almost 2,000 years
ago, the church universal hasn’t need-
ed to seek a vision. Jesus provided the
vision with these words from his mod-
el prayer: “Your kingdom come. Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heav-
en.”

The growth and promotion of this
kingdom, the Lord has entrusted into
our care. We can and must reaffirm
our allegiance to the spiritual kingdom
of Christ in every phase and aspect of

BAPTIST

FORUM

our lives: economic, social, political.

If we, as God’s children, can turn
away from our selfish ways, the king-
dom of God ideal can be realized. It is
a corporate, or community, endeavor
where kingdom citizens seek the com-
mon good and promote the highest
welfare of all. This best shows our
love of God and neighbor.

Hope for 1998 and beyond rests in
our implementing kingdom values on
earth. That is what God desires. With
God all things are possible.

Paul L. Whiteley Sr.
Louisville

What model?

I am sickened by the
shabby treatment of Paul
Debusman at the hands
of Southern Baptist
Convention leaders.
With crocodile tears
Tom Elliff says he is
perplexed that such a
small amount of infor-
mation has generated so much nega-
tive publicity. Positioning himself and
not Debusman as the true victim, El-
liff says he bears no malice to those
who reported the story.

It’s hard for laypersons like myself
to see what Scriptural model or stan-
dard of decency is being followed. I
can almost hear SBC spin-meisters
saying:

1) Debusman was not really
fired—his position was eliminated.
Now that Southern Seminary has at-
tained academic parity with Jerry Fal-

“well’s Liberty Institute, a reference li-

brarian is about as useful as a scholar-
ly journal.

2) Catching the administration in
an error impugns the sovereignty of

God. Of course Elliff’s chapel com-
ments were absurd, but they implied
deeper truths: All past administrations
were bad, and current enrollments are
at all-time highs.

3) Debusman fell victim to the pre-
vailing heresy of experiential religion.
Scriptures like Matthew 18 apply only
to the general public. They are not to
be taken literally as applying to the in-
errant SBC leadership.

4) Debusman’s firing is righteous
retribution for all those faculty and
staff (you remember their names)
summarily dismissed during cruel
purges of the past.

Our denomination has been under
siege for a generation now. Are we
happy with the results? I say it’s time
for moderation.

Gary L. Millsap
Louisville

Parable trouble

Several years ago while traveling
the Jericho Road through the Judean
hills near Jerusalem, the guide showed
us a fairly-well organized pile of
stones. He said it was the inn to which
the Good Samaritan brought the
wounded man after he had picked him
up and ministered to his wounds.

As I looked at a slide of this “inn,”
somehow the phrases “Civil Rights”
and “jury nullification” came to mind.

Today the Good Samaritan would
probably look down at the wounded
man, near death, and walk on toward
Jerusalem, mumbling something like
“T’ve got to find the person who did
this; he needs help!”

Could this possibly be referred to

s “parable nullification”?

Oscar Davidson
Somerset

Cutting back is hard to do

By Dale Hanson Bourke

A friend of mine is more than a lit-
tle annoyed. To protect his identity, I'11
call him Mike. But after you hear his
story you may think you know him.

Mike, you see, is like a
lot of other guys. A baby
boomer who was a real hot-
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soon realized that his paycheck bare-
ly covered the essentials.

Mike and his family wanted what
all their neighbors had: vacations, a
minivan, a big-screen television.
Nothing extravagant. Just the average
expectations of life. But
those little extras put them
over the top. So when the

shot in his 20s, he’s now a
late-40s, burned-out middle
manager who knows his
career has stalled.

With two kids about to
enter college, he’s begin-
ning to panic. He owns a
modest house and two cars,
and he has no savings.

“When did everyone

Dale Hanson Bourke

kids entered school, his
wife went to work just to
keep ahead of their credit
card debt.

Thoughts of college tu-
ition and retirement causes
them to panic. Where will
the money come from?

In fact, Mike’s story is
frighteningly common. For

save all this money?” he
asks me during a casual conversation.
“Did I miss something?”’

Mike has come to realize that all
this talk about a strong economy
means very little to someone like him
who has no money to invest.

Having known my friend for more
than 20 years, I remember a little
about where the money went. During
his post-college years, he snagged a
couple of high-paying jobs which he
rode for awhile, then quit and traveled
for a year. By the time he settled down
and got married at 30, he owned a
battered sports car but not much else.

The kids arrived one after the oth-
er, and Mike was proud that he was
able to buy a house. But his wife
stayed home to raise the kids and he
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all the talk about the strong
economy, Americans saved just 4.3
percent of their disposable income last
year, or about half as much as our par-
ents saved in 1967.

And according to statistics from
the Department of Commerce, sav-
ings rates have been dropping since
the mid-1970s. That means many of
today’s baby boomers will be tomor-
row’s broke retirees.

Economists are perplexed by the
problem. With rising incomes, low
unemployment and even better tax
rates, savings should be rising. Espe-
cially during such a remarkably strong
period of growth, economic theory
suggests that savings rates should be
soaring.

But David Laibson, an economist

at Harvard, believes he has found a
very non-economic answer to the
problem: lack of self-control.

Laibson, according to the Econo-
mist magazine, views our desire to
save like our desire to lose weight.
We’ll get around to it tomorrow. As a
result, we’re getting fatter and poorer.

So Mike is not alone, but that is
small comfort as he faces the sober-
ing facts of his life. He enjoyed him-
self and treated his family to the things
he thought were due them. Now cut-
ting back seems unfair and harsh.

Mike is angry. He feels cheated
and duped. Every time he hears about
the strong economy on the evening
news he wants to throw something at
his big-screen TV.

It is strange, in a way, that our eco-
nomic concerns come to this. We
think of the economy as a massive,
non-personal system. But, in fact, it is
simply a combination of individuals
making personal—ultimately mor-
al—choices.

Lack of self-control seems more
like a spiritual problem than an eco-
nomic one. But when an entire nation
has come to worship consumption,
walls are bound to fall down.

_ “Like a city whose walls are bro-
ken down is a man who lacks self-
control,” says Proverbs 25:28.

Mike is like many who grew up
listening to TV ads that told him he
deserved to live a little. Now he finds
the truth is in the proverb, not the ad-
vertising. (RNS)

Dale Hanson Bourke is publisher of
Religion News Service.

lical optmns .
The - Bible
gives. . us
many models
of sexually
healthy sin--
gle adults,
not the least

FAMILY
of which is

» Jesus Christ.

Part of your struggle comes
from living in the midst of a
sexually explicit culture, as-
saulted many times each day
with the over-stimulation’ of
sexual imagery. When the re-

- sponse to such pressures is to
marry out of lust, the marriage
. tends to last only until the inev-
. itable loss of passmn in the TE-
 lationship. :
Jesus expenenced your"
truggle when he lived as a
young adult male. Never séxu-
“ally fallen, he faced every temp-
* tation and struggle we face. We -
- draw our strength from the
- ‘same Spmt who strengthened ;_
:»:".'hlm i ; :
. You have a chonce 1 .be a
 sexual being centered in Christ or
a Christian centered in sex. Your
sexuahty 1s part of who you are
s a unique, unrepeatable mira-
cle of God. Denying who we are
as sexual creations canleadtoan |
unbiblical sexual anorexia which
. in turn leads to a sexual bingeing
50 destructive to many smgle »
- Christians today. =
- God’s Ten Commandments .
are not the Ten Suggestlons Just
od wants every single adult
t for marriage for tne full
';zexpresswn of sexuality, he ex-

ing within his guidelines brmgS‘j
and protects from much bro-
_kenness and despair. Keeping his
_'commands requires discipline, a
fruit of the Spirit which he gives
| toall who ask and diligently seek
| his way. To the sexually broken
- heoffers forgtveness, heahng and
a4 new start. .
. Through a Joyous hfe of
prayer commit your sexuality to
. God. Thank him that in your
-struggle he will help you express
_this gift in ways that bnng your
- greatest happiness. ‘
James Stillwell is minister with .
. single adults at Immanuel. Baptzst: ;
‘Church in Lexington

.- M Send your questions about
- chnldren, teens, marriage, singles
~_or aging to “Family Forum,”
- Western Recorder, Box 43969
’_Loulswlle, Ky 40253 .




OPINION

Ask what someone’s thankful
for and you might regret it

Asking people what they’re thankful
HESAID for can be a dangerous thing.

Our local newspaper-ran a
Thanksgiving section last Sunday where
people wrote in about the things for
which they’re grateful. Nestled in among
all the heart-tugging, life-and-death
stories were a few doozies. One woman
i was thankful for finally finding a pair of

& { jeans that fit (and hoping they’ll last
Mark Wingfield since she knows she’ll never find
another pair to fit). Another person, a
nun no less, was thankful National Public Radio’s fall
membership drive is over and for the times she can connect
to America Online on the first try.

It's easy to laugh at those odd utierances of thanksgiving
because they’re so true, if not orthodox for sharing as you
pass the turkey to Aunt Sue.

Sometimes asking people what they’re thankful for can
hurt as well. At church Sunday, the boys’ teachers asked all
the kids what they’re thankful for. Luke said he was thankful -
for his brother. (When | asked him later why he said that, he
explained it's because his brother always gives him things
and lets him do things.)

At his turn, Garrett said he’s thankful for his mommy.
That's sweet, and Alison was moved. But | wondered why
he’s not thankful for his daddy. Nothing like a little family
favoritism to get the holiday mood going.

Maybe the fact that | sternly lectured Garrett on the way to
church because he nearly smashed his brother’s fingers in
the car door knocked me out of the competition.

If that’s the case (and I'm trying to think the best here),
Garrett’s much like everyone else. We often see only our
immediate situation rather than the long-term. And all too
often, we don’t know all we ought to be thankful for at the
time we ought to be thankful.

Guess that goes for me too. I'm thankful for Luke and
Garrett, even if some days they like their mommy best.
Besides, I'm thankful for their mommy as well.

“best” is a nice perk of motherhood.
Even if that thankfulness of theirs only
lasts until the next time | put one of
them in time-out.

As self-centered as they sometimes
are, it is my children who often bring me
back to the basics of thankfulness.

My first lesson in Thankfulness 101
came when they were learning to talk
and put sentences together. | remember
sitting in the rocking chair praying with one of them before
bedtime. | asked him what he wanted to thank God for, and
he said “Toes.”

When they first started helping us say the dinner blessing,
they were very specific: “Thank you, God, for chicken
nuggets, apple, green beans and milk.” And if anything was
accidentally left out, we would bow our heads and pray again.

And at night-time prayers it's: “Thank you God for my
Teddy, my bed and for me not to have any bad dreams
tonight.”

In the constant rat race of gaining and acquiring, | forget
to stop and thank God for what | already have. We might live
paycheck to paycheck, but | don’t have to worry about where
the next meal will come from, or if we will have a roof over
our heads tonight or clothes to wear tomorrow. All the rest is
icing—sometimes chocolate, sometimes vanilla, but icing
never-the-less. i

Just like Jesus taught us about having faith, we also can
have a clearer vision of thanksgiving when we look through
the eyes of a child.

Alison Wingfield

HE SAID/SHE SAID

Although | don’t approve of i
SHESAID favoritism, having your children like you

Don’t let your babies grow up to be

For the past several weeks, much of Kentucky has
been wrapped up in debating what should be the fu-
ture of University of Louisville football coach Ron
Cooper. Discussions of the Cardinals’ losing seasons,
flagging fans and need to fill a huge new stadium have
appeared on every newscast and in every newspaper
up through Cooper’s firing last Wednesday and then
beyond.

We’ve heard from just about everyone
but Willie Nelson, and if he lived in Ken- -
tucky I'm certain he’d weigh in on the
matter too: “Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to
be coaches.”

There are few jobs as tough on a person’s self-es-
teem as being a football coach. Everyone’s an expert
and knows better than you just what you should be
doing to make the team win. Everything you do or
say is in the public eye, is scrutinized from top to bot-
tom and commented on by thousands of armchair
quarterbacks and not a few television sportscasters.
Everyone thinks they own you and ought to be able
single-handedly to determine your fate.

Reminds me a lot of the predicament most pastors
find themselves in, except pastors have no high-pay-
ing contracts that ensure they’ll be able to take the
money and run when things go bad.

Every member of the church (and a good many
outside the church) has an opinion about what the
pastor should or should not be doing to make the
church team win. Pastors quickly receive the blame
when offerings or attendance go down, but rarely re-
ceive the credit they’re due when things go well.

What’s worse, pastors are expected to be super
heroes who can by the sheer force of their personali-
ties overcome obstacles that have blocked a church
from working as a team for decades.

The comment of one of Coach Cooper’s support-
ers last week is relevant here. His defense: “The Uni-
versity of Louisville never has had a winning team
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and never will. Give the guy a break.”

Whether that’s a true assessment of Louisville foot-
ball I'll leave for someone else to determine. But it -
illustrates an important point: Coaches (and pastors)
have to deal with the teams and fans and baggage they
inherit. g

There comes a point when a church that continues
to be dissatisfied with pastor after pastor must stop
examining the coach for flaws and start
looking at the team. Even the most skilled
coach can play only the team he has.

Certainly there are valid cases of pastors being
mismatched with congregations, and even of “bad
apple” pastors who ought to be sent packing. Not hav-
ing the courage to face those situations’is just as bad
as accusing a pastor wrongly.

Churches, like football fans, also must consider the
hand the coach has been dealt. In Coach Cooper’s case,
the pressing economic need to fill a new stadium in-
truded into the equation. The same thing happens with
pastors who go to churches with large debts or over-
built facilities. If the pastor (by himself, usually) can’t
grow the church large enough and fast enough to clear
the debt or fill the building, people believe something’s
wrong with the pastor.

Yet all too often the expectations are unrealistic.
There are some football ieams even Lou Holtz
couldn’t turn around in a few short seasons, and there
are some churches even W.A. Criswell would have
trouble leading to grow. ;

In a church, as in a football team, everything can’t
be perfect all the time; losing seasons are bound to
come. Firing the coach without honestly facing the
underlying issues may offer a momentary relief but
not a long-term solution.

Let’s not give Willie fodder for yet another song:
“Mamas, don’t let your babies grow up to be preach-
ers.”

— Mark Wingfield

The rich and the poor

charity should begin. This is the way
to show we really are kingdom-of-

By Carey Newman

My friend looked at me and said,
“I have so much for which to be
thankful—family, friends and finan-
cial security. It is this last one which
gives me the problem. We have been
careful to set aside mon-
ies for retirement, and in
just a few short years we
will own our house com-
pletely. When I look at
the news reports on pov-
erty in America and
around the world, I real-
ize I really am rich by
those standards. I actual-
ly feel guilty at times that
my salary-is what it is
and that we have done as well as we
have.”

Jesus was part of that group of peo-

- ple known as the “people of the land.”

He neither inherited land, nor did he
purchase it himself. Although he en-
joyed banquets and parties, he seem-
ingly had little or no possessions. By
his example, Jesus placed the main
emphasis of his life elsewhere—in
stark contrast to many of us.

While Jesus did not teach that
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wealth and possessions were evil in
and of themselves, he did see a very
close relationship between wealth and
evil. Jesus taught that wealth has its
own seductive powers. Wealth can
deceive, choke and make one unfruit-
ful. It even makes it difficult to enter
the kingdom of God.
Wealth competes with a
person’s allegiance to
God. In fact, Jesus clear-
ly says it is impossible to
serve both wealth and
God. Wealth is a terrible
taskmaster. To fall vic-
tim to wealth is tanta-
mount to falling victim
to evil.

Jesus outlines the
proper use of wealth: to care for oth-
ers. In this regard, Jesus continues an
Old Testament tradition: God has a
special interest in the poor. Jesus
would even say, “‘Blessed are the poor,
for theirs is the kingdom of God.”

Trust in God is the basis for shar-
ing wealth. We are told to seek first
the kingdom of God. We should not
only be doing this as individuals but
as a community of disciples. In fact,
the community is the place where

God-kind of people.

Watching Savannah (our 2-year-
old) relate to Eliza (our 4-month-old)
has, to say the least, been interesting.
There are times in which Savannah
can be angelic. She will kiss, hug and
show genuine affection for her little
sister. At other times, however, Savan-
nah proves she is a 2-year-old. She
will carefully guard her own toys,
making certain Eliza (who can’t walk,
crawl or even roll over) can’t get to
them. But Savannah will go one step
further. She will even go to Eliza’s
room, collect Eliza’s toys, and put
them with her own stash. Needless to
say, we have been working on the
concept of sharing.

We sometimes respond in like
manner. We do everything possible to
make sure no one can get to what’s
ours. We might even (unwittingly) be
involved taking from someone else,
someone who can’t defend or help
themselves. The example and teach-
ing of Jesus begs us to do otherwise.

I told my friend to share recklessly
of what he has, for Christian charity
is more than a feeling in your heart;
true charity is using what you have to
help others who do not have.
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SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for ‘a healthy, growing
church—two morning services. Send
resumé to: P.O. Box 197, Rineyville,
KY 40162. :

SEEKING: Baptist church in
Bowling Green looking for a part-time
minister of youth to minister to ap-
‘proximately 40 enrolled youth. Send
inquiry or resumé to: Greenwood
Baptist Church, 5165 Scottsville

Road, Bowling Green, KY 42104. -

.Telephone: (502) 781-2378.
SEEKING: Resumés are being
“accepted by Green Valley Baptist
Church of Henderson, Nevada, for a
senior pastor and a minister of music
by Jan. 15, 1998. Send resumé to
Mike Parnham, chairman of senior
pastor search committee, or Larry
Reynolds, chairman of music pastor
search committee, 270 N. Valle Ver-
de Drive, Henderson, NV 89014.
SEEKING: A dually-aligned
CBF and SBC church is looking for a
half-time minister to youth. Commu-
nity-located church, solid foundation
and great potential; salary and insur-
ance provided. Send resumé to: First
Baptist Church Shepherdsville, P.O.
Box 26, Shepherdsville, KY 40165.
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Court overrules Ohio abortion restrictions

CINCINNATI (RNS)—A three-
judge federal appeals court panel
has struck down Ohio’s first-in-the-
nation ban of “partial-birth” abor-
tions.

In a 2-1 ruling, the 6th U.S. Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati
upheld a 1995 U.S. District Court
decision that said the ban unconsti-
tutionally imposed burdens on a
woman’s life, health and right to
choose abortion.

The appeals court decision is like-
ly to be appealed further to the U.S.
Supreme Court. The High Court has
not taken up a case dealing directly
with abortion rights since 1992.

The Ohio law banned the contro-

versial late-term abortion procedure
unless it was required to save a wom-
an’s life. The procedure involves pull-
ing the fetus partially out of the uter-
us, feet first, and then puncturing the
fetus’ skull and suctioning out the
brains.

‘While Ohio was the first state to
ban the procedure, at least 12 other
states have passed similar laws this
year alone. :

Dr. Martin Haskell and the Wom-
en’s Medical Professional Corp., both
abortion service providers in the Cin-
cinnati, Dayton and Akron areas, chal-
lenged the Ohio ban in a lawsuit.

Opponents of the ban praised the
appeals court’s decision. Kathy Helm-

bock of the Cincinnati chapter of the

-National Organization for Women

called the decision “wise” because the
ban was “an unprecedented first step
forward by politicians to dictate med-
ical care,” Associated Press reported.

But Jane Hoffman, a spokeswom-
an for Right to Life of Greater Cin-
cinnati, an anti-abortion group, said
the appeals court was wrong because
it “ignored the consensus of legisla-
tors, religious leaders, medical profes-
sionals and the American people.”

Last year President Clinton vetoed
federal legislation that would have
prohibited the procedure, saying it al-
lowed no exceptions for the mother’s
health.

Alabama official seeks to block prayer ban

MONTGOMERY, Ala. (RNS)—
Alabama Attorney General Bill Pry-
or has filed papers seeking to block
enforcement of a portion of a feder-
al court order banning state-sanc-
tioned prayer in public schools.

Pryor said he took the action so
the state can appeal parts of U.S.
District Court Judge Ira DeMent’s
Oct. 29 ruling blocking vocal
prayer, Bible devotionals and Scrip-
ture readings in public school class-
rooms.

The order also banned school
employees from distributing reli-
gious literature and other material in
schools, on school grounds and at
commencement ceremonies. It also
said school public address systems
may not be used to deliver religious
messages.

Pryor said parts of DeMent’s rul-
ing “actually violate the First
Amendment and do not conform to
recent decisions of the Supreme
Court because they curtail and limit

voluntary expression by students
and private citizens.”

Jay Sekulow, chief counsel of the
American Center for Law and Justice,
said DeMent’s order is “vague, over-
reaching and flies in the face of nu-
merous Supreme Court rulings.”

DeMent’s ruling, in a suit brought
by an assistant principal, has ignited a
firestorm of controversy in Alabama,
including a threat by Gov. Fob James
to defy the ruling by praying in a pub-
lic school classroom if asked.

Supreme Court refuses to dismiss Gatholic lawsuit

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court has refused to
halt a lawsuit alleging the Roman
Catholic Diocese of Brooklyn neg-
ligently supervised and retained a
priest who later pleaded guilty to the
sexual abuse of minors.

Without comment Nov. 10, the
high court let stand a New York ap-
peals court’s ruling that dismissed
portions of the lawsuit but allowed
plaintiffs to proceed with claims that

WANTED: Piano player for small
Baptist church. Help with choir, spe-
cial services, Sunday mornings and
Sunday and Wednesday evenings.
Call (502) 935-5533 or (502) 448-
0984. A

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: First Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 577, Lebanon Junc-
tion, KY 40150; phone (502) 833-
4954. Resumés will not be accepted
after Nov. 30.

SEEKING: The Pastor Search

Committee of Ormsby Heights Bap-
tist Church of Louisville is accepting
resumés at this time. Mail to: Pastor
Search Committee, c/o Ormsby
Heights Baptist Church, 2120 Lower
Hunters Trace Road, Louisville, KY
40216.

FOR SALE: GMC 4905, 42-pas-
senger, air-conditioned, restroom, re-
freshment center, video system, less
than 30,000 miles on 8V-71 Detroit
Diesel engine. Extremely well main-
tained. Coach is in beautiful condition
inside and out. Completely updated
and refurbished less than four years
ago. Must see to appreciate. Asking
$49,000. Call (606) 277-7391, ask fo
David. :

CLASSIFIED ADS

the diocese was negligent in retain-
ing and supervising the priest.

The New York court dismissed
claims that the diocese could be held
liable for the priest’s hiring, noting
that the priest was ordained in Ven-
ezuela. But the court.said the dio-
cese may be held liable for retain-
ing or supervising the priest if it “ac-
quired actual or constructive knowl-
edge” of his “propensity to abuse
children.”

WANTED: Anything you have
from a chair to a bus to help a new
mission work in Harrodsburg. Call
(606) 865-2584.

SEEKING: Growing church
seeks full-time music worship leader.
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419;
fax: (502) 843-3434.

MEDICAL: Diabetics with Medi-
care or insurance, get your diabetic
supplies mailed to your home. Insulin-
dependent only call: (800) 337-4144.

SEEKING: Baptist church in Lex-
ington seeks to fill a full-time minis-
try position with an emphasis in youth
and church-wide education. Send re-
sumé to P.O. Box 22113, Lexington,
KY 40502-2113.

SEEKING: Valley View Baptist
Church in Vine Grove, Ky. (within the
Radcliff/Fort Knox area), is seeking a
full-time pastor. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Valley View Bap-
tist Church, 501 Valley View Drive,
Vine Grove, KY 40175.

NEEDED: Organist, part-time
(Wednesday evenings, Sunday morn-
ings and evenings). If interested, call:
Parkway Baptist Church, Lexington,
Ky., (606) 299-8445. '

A Baptist church-state specialist
said the case is a reminder that reli-
gious organizations are increasing-
ly targets of lawsuits.

“This case bears another warning
to exercise care in supervising church
employees, including ministers,” said
Brent Walker, general counsel at the
Baptist Joint Committee.

“The day when parishioners are
reluctant to sue churches is long
gone,” he added.

SEEKING: Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union Executive Direc-
tor-Treasurer Search Committee is
accepting resumés for this position
from Nov. 1 to Dec. 15, 1997. Min-
imum qualifications: Master’s de-
gree, five years related experience,
working knowledge of WMU’s or-
ganization and function. Forward re-
sumé to: Jo Pelham, chairwoman,
109 Winona Court, Hopkinsville,
KY 42240-5256.

SEEKING: High Point Baptist
Church, located in Mayfield, Ky., is
accepting resumés for the position of
full-time associate pastor/minister of
music. Please forward resumé to:
Gary Sanderson, 1510 Waverly
Drive, Mayfield, KY 42066.

ATTENTION: Pastors, ministers
of music, ministers of education, min- -
isters of youth and all other staff mem-
bers. Hundreds of churches call us
each month looking for a pastor or
staff member. Call (800) 917-9599 for
your confidential information packet.
Southern Baptist Ministers Staffing
Service, P.O. Box 198726, Nashville,
TN 37219-8726. Regional office:
New Orleans, La. http://www.minister
services.com.



Main Street Baptist Church
Alexandria, Kentucky
Announces a Retirement Reception
honoring
Dr Calvin A. Detry, Dastor
November 30, 1997

f 2to4 pm
In recognition of

fortyone years of pastoral ministry

in Northern Kentucky
and
Thirty years as pastor of
Main Street Baptist Church
The Public is Invited

_ not about an earring. It's somethmg ueeper than
;that*‘ -Freeman-‘sald .

What's a parent to say when child wants nose ring?

‘Continued from page 1

‘What is my son or daughter frying to prove?’ and
deal with some of those issues,” he said.
Be prepared, however, for teenagers’ rationale

-0 be “everybody’s doing it,” Freeman added.

Adults may never hear an explanation they find
reasonable. :

“I have good friends and | know great, godly
young people who wear earrings, and | don’t
know why,” Freeman said.

In addition to asking youth why they want to
pierce their bodies, parents who are against it
should examine the rationale for their opposition,
Freeman and Rankin said. Parents may think they

_ will be embarrassed or humiliated if their children

pierce various body parts, Rankin noted.
~ Body piercing is not always a statement of

rebellion against parental authority, he said; some-

youth do it to shock others; some use it to
express their uniqueness. '
“Some of it is just a fad; parents don tneed to
freak out,” Freeman said. He warned parents
against taking such a strong stand against body
piercing that they break 'dow_n all communication
with their children or miss the more important

insight of what is in a youth’s heart.

~ “If you think your child is being rebellious, it S

The Bible issues definite warnings against
Christians harming their bodies, Freeman noted,
citing 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 1 Corinthians
6:19-20 as passages referring to believers’ bodles
as temples of the Holy Spirit.

Ephesians 6 admonishes children to obey their
parents, but it also commands fathers not to
exasperate their children, Rankin said, noting both
principles are at stake when it comes to body
piercing.

One thing parents and youth ministers should
discuss with teenagers is the legitimate impact of
first impressions, Rankin said. Youth should
realize others may judge them based on their
jewelry, and that first impression cannot be
recreated.

“Parents are still in control,” he said. Parents

- who do not want a child to have a body part
pierced can determine the consequences for that
action and be prepared to follow through with the
pumshment if the child does it without parental
permission, he said. ‘

At the same time, “parents have got to decide

~ what level of conflict they want to put up with,”
- Rankin said. Determine what you want to

_accomplish with your child between now and the
time he or she graduates from high school, he

- said, and demde whether an ultimatum on. body
;pnercmg wm help accomphsh yourgoal .

HEALTH

PLAN

If you get Kentucky. Medicaid and you live in _Tefferson County; a

change is coming in your health care. A change that is good for you.

Passport Health Plan, an HMO, is a newer way of getting health care.

With Passport Health Plan, you will have your own doctor who takes

care of your health. You also get more benefits than you received with

KenPAC, including health education classes.

You’ll be hearing more about the health care plan that is good for

you in the next few months.

Passport Health Plan. Good for you.

*or Breckinridge, Bullitt, Carroll, Grayson, Hardin, Henry, Jefferson, Larue, Marion,

1-

If you have questions about

Passport Health Plan, call us.

Our Member Services
department is available from
8:00 am to 8:00 pm,

Monday to Friday. Just call

800-578-0603.

TDD/TTY: 1-800-691-5566

©1997 Passport Health Plan Passport Health Plan is sponsored by University Health Care and.the Region 3 Partnership.
Administered by AmeriHealth Mercy Health Plan.

" Meade, Nelson, Oldbam, Shelby, Spencer, Trimble and Washington Counties
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Continued from page 1
simpler Christmases. -

The desire for a simpler Christmas
can be reflected in different ways. In
Atlanta, Don Hammonds said his
family never got into Santa Claus,
even when his children were grow-
ing up. ,

“Years ago I rebelled and said,
‘T’m not going to participate,’” said
Hammonds, a retired executive with
Southern Baptists’ Home Mission
Board. He admit-
ted, however,
that he did relent
six years ago and
agreed to a sin-
gle-gift family
exchange featur-
ing mostly home-
made presents.

“Early on we
decided we would
celebrate the birth of Christ and the
big day for ourselves was going to be
our birthdays. We never did stress
Christmas; everyone called me Old
Scrooge.”

He said his inspiration for reduc-
ing gift-giving came from what he saw
as advertisers’ increasing appeals to
guilt. Namely, expensive presents are
promoted as the best way to prove
someone’s love, he explained.

Instead, Hammonds recommends
taking action to show Christ’s love,
such as serving food at a soup kitchen
or visiting shut-ins and nursing home
residents. :

This conflict between spending

money or giving of one’s time illus-
trates the perennial battle between
culture and religion, said Tom Ehrich,
a former Episcopal priest and colum-
nist for Religion News Service.

Society and Christianity have op-
posing values that are played out in
Christmas observances, Ehrich said,
such as:

§ Promoting self and insisting on
one’s “rights” vs. selflessness and
yielding to another person.

0 Seeking and
exercising power
vs. giving it up.

I Getting
caught up in the
frenzy of gift
buying and par-
ties rather than
quietly reflecting
on the meaning
of Christ’s birth.

While Ehrich agrees the holiday
needs a simpler profile, he cautioned
against outlining the issue in'black and
white.

Christmastime provides employ-
ment for many low-income families,
he noted. It also promotes family get-
togethers and increases church atten-
dance, he said.

“It also can be a lot of fun if you
avoid the hype and frenzy,” said the
father of three children. “We make it
clear we’re not giving a lot of lavish
gifts and we won’t go into debt to buy
gifts.

“You can’t expect children to turn
away from the commercial pressure.

'Voices growing for less Santa, more Savior at Christmas

But parents have an obligation to ex-
plain Christmas to their children, to
tell the rest of the story.” ;

In his latest newsletter, Christian
financial adviser Larry Burkett advo-
cates reserving a Christmas tithe for
Christian causes.

If regular church-goers set aside 10
percent of Christmas purchases for
orphanages, abortion alternatives and
missions causes, he wrote, it would
generate several billion dollars.

No one contacted for this story has
taken any organizational steps to im-
plement their beliefs, but they are in-
fluencing others. \

Besides those following Mc-
Kibben’s lead, Cyr and the church
missions committee led Chevy Chase
Church to increase last year’s $2,000
Lottie Moon goal to $5,000.

“Rodney is very serious about his
commitment to missions,” said Pas-
tor J.R. Lawson. “We have seen a re-
newal on missions because of the em-
phasis he and others are placing on it.”

While he is concerned about less-
ening Christmas commercialism as
one method of increasing missions
support, Cyr said simplifying life-
styles is a topic that deserves year-
round attention.

“This is not a conservative mes-
sage and this is not a liberal message;
this is a biblical message,” he said. “I
think this is a message that God’s been
wanting to get through to people’s
hearts for a long time. There are some
things that God will do as people re-
spond to him.” '

Amy Clevenger
By Robert Dunston

Amy Clevenger of Dandridge,
Tenn., journeyed to Mexico for a
program lasting several weeks this
past summer. Clevenger took cours-
es in cross-cultural experience and
Spanish at the Cross-Cultural Insti-
tute in Mexico. Classes began each
day at 9 a.m. and included two
courses in Spanish and a

course designed to help WWI[\Y/[:{d:{0\\[1} was waiting to see if the
students respect and un- COLLEGE child would live.

derstand. cultures differ-

Clevenger said she was astound-
ed by the poverty she saw. Houses
had no running water or electricity.
Medical help was difficult to obtain
and few mothers gave birth in hos-
pitals. Infant mortality was high.
Once she asked a mother the name
of her child. The mother seemed
surprised by the question and ex-
plained that the child did not yet

have a name. The family

Clevenger was

ent from their own.
Clevenger had many
memorable experiences.
One day when the tem-
perature hovered around
120 degrees she attended
a wedding in a Mexican
village. Many of the

housed across the border
in Texas with an English-
speaking family. Next
summer she would like to
return and stay with a
Spanish-speaking family.
She knows this would
help her improve her

women were wearing taf-
feta dresses despite the heat. On
another day she went to the open
market in the village and ate goat
meat and goat cheese.

In addition to her courses and
cross-cultural experiences, Clev-
enger also helped prepare and dec-
orate a new Free Will Baptist Sem-
inary in Mexico for its dedication.

On the day of dedication the
chapel still had no walls and the heat
seemed almost unbearable, but peo-
ple stayed for the entire two-hour
service as the new facility for train-
ing Christian ministers was dedicat-
ed to God’s glory.

Spanish and gain a better
understanding of the Mexican cul-
ture. Clevenger realizes that barri-
ers often separate us from one an-
other, whether those barriers are lin-
guistic, cultural or religious. She
knows, however, that we can touch
people’s lives despite the barriers.

God has broken down barriers
throngh Christ. Our students at
Cumberland College, like Amy
Clevenger, are also breaking down
barriers by following him.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky -
Western Kentucky -

"I was a
stranger and
you took me in."

Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children needs foster
parents to care for
children who have been
abused and neglected.
Training, ongoing support
and compensation are
provided.

Call the office nearest you!

South Central Kentucky -

or call 1-800-456-1386 toll free!
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children | ﬁ‘.’.’;
KBHC

Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/

Matthew 25:35

800) 952-3724
606) 478-3200
606) 677-1008
502) 825-2191

.~ o~~~
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Consider ‘poor

man’s trust’ for
children’s fund

By Don Spencer

Parents who want to give
money to
their minor
children
have several
options. It
can be given
outright.
However,
most parents
do not want
their chil-
dren to have control of the mon-
ey until a certain age. Other-
wise, the child might reckless-
ly spend the entire gift.

Money also can be given to
a child through a trust. Howev-
er, many people do not want to
go through the trouble and ex-
pense of having a trust proper-
ly drafted. ,

For most parents, the easiest
method "is ‘a . “custodial ac-
count.” The Uniform Gift to
Minors Act or the Uniform
Transfers to Minors Act often
is referred to as a “poor man’s
trust.” A custodial account is so
easy that most banks and bro-
kers' can quickly help parents
set'uip such an account. While
easy to establish, parents should
be aware of several things.

First, when a parent sets up
a custodial account, it is irrevo-
cable. The money belongs to
the child. At a specified age
(typically either 18 or 21), the
money must be distributed to
the child.

Second, setting up a custo-
dial account is a completed gift
for state and federal tax purpos-
es. Income from the gift is tax-
able to the child, however chil-
dren under age 14 generally pay
tax on this income at the. par-
ent’s rate if the income is more
than a specified amount.

Third, the parent can select
a bank or trust company as cus-
‘todian. Parents often want to
serve as custodian themselves.
In this case, if the parent dies
while serving as the custodian,
the value of the custodial ac-
count is included in the parent’s
gross estate. For this reason, it
might be better in some cases
to choose another relative as
custodian. The custodian has
the responsibility to see that the
gift, now belonging to the child,
is used only for the child’s ben-
efit.

Custodian accounts, either
UGMAs or UTMAs, are rea-
sonably simple tools for trans-
ferring assets to children. They
will not meet every parent’s
need, but for many they are
powerful tools to be considered.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap-

tist Convention’s annuity department.

Sit Down, God ... I'm Angry. R. F.
Smith Jr. Judson Press, 1997. 154
pages. $12. e @@ (out of five)
Smith lost his 17-year-old son in a
skiing accident 18 years prior to his
writing the book. After nearly two
decades of dealing with the memories,
anger, disappointment and guilt, he
relates his deeply personal journey.
Smith deals honestly with his anger
at God, an anger he says everyone
feels in the loss of loved ones. The
problem, Smith contends, is not the
anger but the refusal of people of faith
to acknowledge the anger and then
address it.

provocative. Tobit is a good-hearted,
generous Jew living in Ninevah, who
tends toward the overdramatic. His
compulsion to bury Jews slaughtered
by the Assyrian monarch lands him
in a world of trouble. Tobias is his
sweet, but slow-witted son.

Sarah is Tobias’ second cousin
who lives in Rages. She is a real dad-
dy’s girl who resists all attempts by
her mother to marry her off. Her pact
with the demon Asmodeus leads to the
death of seven husbands on their wed-
ding nights. Things really get compli-
cated when Tobias, on a mission from
his father, meets

Smith weaves the insight
he has gained into the narra-
tive of his journey. There’s no
index for finding three steps
to dealing with loss. You must
read the story to understand
the phases of loss Smith iden-
tifies: the evening of loss, the

Sarah and decides
to marry her.
Raphael is the
archangel in charge
of carrying peo-
ple’s prayers to
God. God has com-
missioned him to

night of grief and the momn-
ing of duty. Smith wrote the book be-
cause all the ones he had read about
grief did not prepare him to deal with
or understand the devastating grief he
was experiencing. He succeeds at his
goal of conveying to the reader the
intensity of the anger and loss. He also
succeeds at offering parents, and any-
one who loses a loved one, the hope
that there is life after death. As he says,
“You will always walk with a limp,

but you will walk again.” Wayne Hag-

er

On the Road with the Archangel.
Frederick Buechner. Harper, 1997. 149
pages. $16. 6666 &

The apocryphal book of Tobit pro-
vides the inspiration and framework
for Frederick Buechner’s latest foray
into religious fiction.

Like the book of Tobit, “On the -

Road with the Archangel” is a story
of two Jewish families coping with the
Assyrian conquest of Israel.

The- characters are colorful and

see that these folks
get straightened out.
Buechner’s retelling of this ancient
tale is riveting and full of insight into
the ways of God with us. Jim Holla-
day ; 1

The Amazing Expedition Bible. Mary
Hollingsworth. Baker Books, 1997. 300
pages. $16.99 ¢ & &

The subtitle of this children’s Bi-
ble, “Linking God’s Word to the
World,” conveys the unique purpose
of this new offering in the crowded
field of children’s Bibles.

A time line appears at the begin-
ning of each of the 60 Bible stories.
On the time line are not only biblical
dates but dates from outside the bibli-
cal realm. Included on the time line
for “The Final Victory” are the dates
of Mt. Vesuvius’ eruption and the
building of the Colosseum in Rome.
Mixed with the telling of each Bible
story are colorful illustrations. High-
lighted boxes feature tidbits of infor-
mation from the story’s time frame on

literature and theater, history and pol-
itics, visual arts, science technology
and daily life. All this goes together
to provide children an understanding
of the cultural context of the Bible sto-
ries they may have been reading for
years. The target age is 8-12. For the
computer oriented, a CD-ROM ver-
sion also is available. Wayne Hager

Leadership is the Key: Unlocking your
Ministry Effectiveness. Herb Miller.
Abingdon Press, 1997. 158 pages.
$14.95. o0 0@

What makes church leadership
more difficult today than it
used to be? Herb Miller per-
ceives at least four primary
reasons. First, 40 percent to
70 percent of the average
congregation come from an-
other denomination. They
bring with them their de-
nominational perspective or
baggage, which may or may
not coincide with the congregation’s
way of being church.

Second, even within denomina-
tions, congregations are often radical-
ly different in belief systems, organi-
zation and ministry programs. Third,
the societal value of pluralism, which
expresses itself in the contention that
every opinion carries equal weight,
makes decision making almost impos-
sible within the church. Finally, the
widening gap between pulpit and pew
creates widely divergent understand-
ings of the mission and purpose of the
church.

Miller contends that a necessary
response is to discard any notion of a
one-size-fits-all leadership style.
Adaptability, flexibility and the abili-
ty to contextualize are key character-
istics needed by the church leader of
today. In addition, leaders need a
strong sense of their strengths, weak-
nesses, theological presuppositions,
temperament, history and skills. Jim
Holladay

Walnut Street Baptist Church Presents

" Be our guest at the
1997 Living Christmas Tree!
A Louisville Tradition
Celebrating 20 Years

Performance Dates & Times
Friday, December 5 - 6:00 & 8:30 PM
Saturday, December 6 - 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00 PM
Sunday, December 7 - 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00 PM
Friday, December 12 - 6:00 & 8:30 PM
Saturday, December 13 - 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00 PM
Sunday, December 14 - 2:00, 5:00 & 8:00 PM

Mail your request for FREE tickets to:
The Living Christmas Tree, P.O. Box 65, Louisville, KY 40201

A Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope MUST be enclosed
for your order to be processed. -

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Midlane Park Baptist
Church in Louisville, and
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Clifton Baptist Church in
'~ ‘~ville. Holladay-and
Hage: welcome feedback
or suggestions for book
reviews. Contact them
via e-mail at:
docholladay@juno.com
or jwhager@juno.com
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PRAYER
PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

B Deaf Russians to
whom a recent Kentucky
Baptist deaf team

~ witnessed.

B The deaf ministry of
the church at Tver,
Russia.

B God’s leadership for
the Kentucky Baptist
partnership missions

office in determining the
next international
partnership after the
Russia partnership ends
in December 1998.

B Neal Davidson,
church development
team leader for the
Baptist Convention of
New England.

B Merwyn Borders as
he writes a history of
Southern Baptists in
New England.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B DUNNVILLE—TFirst Church held
revival services Nov. 17-21. Guest
speaker was Stanley Watson. Danny
Withers is pastor.

B FAIRDALE—Oak Grove Church
recently held revival with David Liv-
ingston, pastor at Gethsemane
Church, as evangelist. There were
three baptisms and many decisions of
rededication.

B FRANKFORT—Swallowfield
Church called David Wheat, of First
Concord Church in Farragut, Tenn.,

as pastor. He is a student at Southern

Seminary. Wheat will be ordained to
the gospel ministry at First Concord
Church Nov. 23.

B LAWRENCEBURG—Kathy
Wright resigned as youth minister at
Alton Church, effective Nov. 16.

B ] OUISVILLE—The Executive Di-
rector Search Committee of Long Run
Association will hold four listening
sessions concerning a successor for
retiring Executive Director Russell
Bennett. The Jan. 5 session will be held
at Melbourne Heights Church follow-
ing the executive board meeting. Oth-
er sessions will be held at the LRBA
office, 2722 Crittenden Drive: Jan. 13,
7 p.m.; Jan. 15, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m.

' Parkwood Church called Randy
Stinson as pastor. Stinson previously
served as interim pastor at First South-
ern Church in Louisville. He began his
new ministry Nov. 24,

. Clifton Heights Church will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary next sum-
mer. Efforts are being made to ‘con-

tact former members and leaders. Call
Donna Gibson at (502) 896-6451 for

information.

Eighteenth Street Church will host
the “Regals” in concert Dec. 7 at
6 p.m. Also, “Great is the Lord, But
What About Me?” will be presented

Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 21 at 10:45
a.m. Call (502) 778-3016 or (502)

- 448-0533 for more information. Ran-

dy Constant Sr. is pastor.

B MURRAY—First Church will

present the Murray Christmas pageant
1997: “A Gift of Love” Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.
B NEWPORT—Lucille Pickett cel-
ebrated 50 years as church secretary

“at First Church. She has been a mem- -

ber!more than 70 years.

B OWENSBORO—Seven Hills

.Church rededicated its remodeled

worship center Nov. 23. T.A. Prick-
ett is pastor.

B PRINCETON—More than 1,500

people attended Southside Church’s
“Judgment House” drama Oct. 26-30.
Seventy-three people made profes-
sions of faith during the five-night
event which was directed by Ron
Green, Southside’s minister of mus1c
and youth.

) RUSSELL SPRINGS—Welfare
Church recently held revival servic-
es. Steve Mayle, pastor at Goldbug
was speaker. Chris Blevins is pastor.
B RUSSELLVILLE—First Church
ordained Thomas Bouldin, Jim Th-
omason and Mark Wilkins as dea-
cons Nov. 16. Randall Neal is pas-
tor.

ies includes publishin;

Wdrk by Russian Gospe

_ lm phuﬂd

Available in 20’ to 30’ Models
(12 to 35 passengers)

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program
www.carpenterbus.com

Church Buses

Rental Buses
(New & Used)

| Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.

Brentwood, Tenn.

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

We Buy Used Buses

Since 1953

Idea plus volunteers equals pot holders for KBC Making a difference in Ohio

This story started about a year ago, when I
shared with my wife, Kay, that I would like to
have our volunteers make something to give our
many friends at the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting. I knew we had a host of
talented women volunteers who come to Onei-

- daevery year. I also knew they could make any
number of creative items that would be appro-
priate for the occasion. But what? What would
be the most practical item they could make?

Kay came to me one day and said,
“I think I know what we could have the
volunteers make.” She went on to tell -
me that pot holders would be nice gifts. .

One key group who helped with this tremen-
dous project was the. Alabama Campers on Mis-
sion. There were about 15 ladies in this group
who had helped with several sewing projects
before. They had made curtains for our dining
room, library, classrooms and dormitory rooms
in the past. When they arrived in June we shared
our idea with them. They were excited to spear-
head this effort. :

Kay and I went to the KBC hoping the hand-
made pot holders would be acceptable
to our friends. We made an attractive
display on our table. As pastors and oth-
er men walked past our display, Kay

Being a man, and interested in some-
thing for men, my immediate reply was |
“Do you really think a pot holder is an L
appropriate gift for men?” |
I tossed the idea around for several
days. (It sometimes takes men a little
longer to grasp really great and imagi-
native ideas.) Like a little seed planted
in the soil, the practicality of this gift
began to grow until it was obvious. Any
' woman visiting our booth at the KBC

W.F. Underwopd

and I offered them a gift. Like most
men, they seemed a little confused.
They didn’t want the other men to see
them drooling over a pot holder. Sens-
ing their reluctance, Kay and I would
suggest this gift would be very much
appreciated by the “woman of the
house.” Most men quickly-saw the wis-
dom of that statement, and proudly
stepped up to the table to select the per-
fect pot holder for the special 1ad1es in

would love to have a beautiful pot hold-

. er to add to her collection, and any man worth his

salt would love to take one home to his wife. He

.could always tell her that he was thinking of her

at the convention and went out of his way to se-
cure this special gift for her.

Kay went to work shopping for the needed
materials. Several hundred yards of fabric would
be required. After several stops, she found suit-
able fabric. About that time, a talented group of
ladies from Yellow Creek Baptist Church in
Owensboro arrived on campus: Through trial and
error, these ladies helped design the type of pot
holder Kay wanted. :

their lives.

The women who visited our display were not
nearly as reluctant. They had a much greater un-
derstanding of the time and effort that went into
making these special gifts. By Tuesday afternoon
we were beginning to run low. Our fears were
about to come true: We were going to run out of
pot holders.

We already are planmng for next year. We
want to have another special item, hand-made by
our lady volunteers to give to those who come to
visit us at our KBC display. ;

W.F. “Bud” Underwood is president of Oneida
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

-scholarship memorializes

* 1988. The day after I visited Mrs.

A week in Ohio brought much
affirmation for our ministry. I took
several days to share the challeng—
es of our Beyond 2001 Campaign
with friends of the college who live
in the Dayton area and then attend-
ed the Ohio convention. .

The state convention of Baptists
in Ohio always provides a time for
the Clear Creek representative to
greet convention messen-
gers. Ohio executive di-
rector-treasurer  Jack
Kwok was keynote
speaker at our 1997
alumni conference. The
second-highest number
of students from any state
at Clear Creek usually
comes from Ohio or Ten-
nessee. Our Ohio rela-
tionship gained strength
when Gaila Edwards es-
tablished a scholarship
for Ohio students. The Bill Whlttaker

pus in search of God’s will. The
Lord directed him to another
school. He and his wife worked a
year in Washington state. Heart sur-
gery made it impossible for him to
fulfill the calling as much as he de-
sired. As we talked about-what God
is doing at Clear Creek, tears came
'to his eyes. “I was so impressed
with the school when we visited

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONIGLE §

there .... My wife and I
have been talking and
praying about helping
you even more,” he said.

A widowed grand-
mother who moved from
Leslie County to be near
her- children in Ohio
pledged $2,000. The fa-
‘ther of a graduate com-
mitted $3,000, most of
which will underwrite
student “workships.”

L visited with our new-
. est Clear Creek trustee,

her husband, James, wholdled in
Edwards, a Dayton friend 'made a
pledge that will help this scholar-
ship grow. Other Ohio friends will
receive a challenge to help reach
$50,000 by October 1998.

A trip to a small community
north of Dayton resulted in a two-
hour visit with a couple who soon
seemed like longtime friends. Some
years ago, at age 61, he received the
call to preach and visited our cam-

Surber, a 10-year pastor of Miami
Shores Church in Miamisburg. His
wife, Jean, is secretary to the Bap-
tist association’s director of mis-
sions. On my last day in Ohio, I
preached at Airway Baptist Church
near the Air Force museum. The
church sends a monthly gift for stu-
dent workships. Clear Creek does
make a difference in Ohio.

Creek Baptist Bible-College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977 :

1986 alumnus Doug

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
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PEOPLE

Christian literature distribution plan grows hook by hook |

By Yvonne White
Religion News Service

DECATUR, Ala. (RNS)—Former
Pastor Edwin Hodges believes he has
God’s stamp of approval on his min-
istry. But what he needs now are post-
age stamps to help spread the gospel
throughout the world.

After serving as a pastor for 22
years, Hodges worked for Bibles for
the World, where he spent 18 years
speaking at conventions, seminars and
other Christian-related events and
learned of the vast need for Christian
literature in foreign lands.

“I met people who said they had
no literature in their country, and I just
couldn’t believe it,” said Hodges. “I
started receiving so many letters re-
questing Christian literature, I had to
do something to help.”

Hodges, the author of two books,
had just turned 64 and was working
on his third book when he decided to
take an early retirement to concentrate
on his writing and to figure out how
to help Christians abroad gain access
to-religious literature and Bibles.

Hodges said he prayed for six
weeks in 1994 to learn what God
wanted him to do. “Then the Holy

Needie-shy ki

By Greg Warner
Associated Baptist Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP)—
For Nat Taylor, the decision to donate
one of his kidneys to save the life of a
friend was as simple as the four-letter
motto on the wristband he wears—W.
W. J. D.—*“What Would Jesus Do?”’

“If Christ could give his life for me,
I could give a part of my body back,”
he explained. “There wasn’t much
more to it.”

Taylor, a 27-year-old high-school
teacher from North Carolina, had sur-
gery Oct. 21 in Jacksonville, Fla. His
left kidney was removed and trans-
planted into Tammy Patterson, a 33-
year-old mother of two with a rare
disease destroying her kidneys.

It was Patterson’s second kidney
transplant. The first—from her broth-
er in 1991—lasted until this summer,
when recurring infections sent her
back into dialysis treatments.

During that first surgery, Taylor’s
family—particularly his mother, Mag-
gie—helped care for Patterson. Both
families were members of Galatia
Baptist Church, a rural congregation
in Northampton County, N.C. Patter-
son’s husband, Hugh, was the
church’s minister of music and youth
at the time.

Taylor was a member of Galatia’s
youth and college group then. Al-
though a college student two hours
away, Taylor became close friends
with the Pattersons, who shared Sun-
day dinner with the Taylors almost
every week.

The families remained close even
after the Pattersons moved to a South
Carolina church in 1994 and later to
Jacksonville, Hugh Patterson’s home-
town, where he now works for a mort-
gage company. Then word came this
summer that Patterson would need
another transplant.

Spirit started talking to me about the
ministry and once he started talking,
he didn’t stop for six weeks.”

Hodges said he realized three
things.

“One was that there is an unlimit-
ed amount of Christian literature in
homes collecting dust, but people
don’t want to throw it away,” he said.

“Second, there is an unlimited
amount of Christian literature being
thrown away by churches,” he added.

“Third, there are an unlimited
number of people willing to take box-
es and mail them overseas.”

With those insights, Hodges set out
to find churches and individuals will-
ing to donate the materials and others
who would contribute money for post-
age.

Soon, the materials began to flood
the ministry, and Hodges found him-
self in need of a large space to ware-
house it all. He now has eight rental
storage spaces.

Glover said the ministry’s most
pressing need is to raise funds to ship
3,000 packages of Christian resourc-
es by Christmas. Many of the 11-
pound bundles have been sitting in
storage for months, waiting for the
$11.40 needed to send each box.

dney dnor say

Jesus was all the encouragement Nat

“ Taylor (left) needed to donate a kidney to

his friend Tammy Patterson (right). Her
husband, Hugh (center), was minister of

~ music and youth at the North Carolina

church where Taylor is a member. (ABP
photo by Greg Warner)

Taylor remembered he is the same
blood type as Patterson—O-positive.
Although he had never had surgery
before, and is fearful of needles, Tay-
lor immediately went to be tested as a
possible donor. The battery of tests
showed that Taylor’s kidney was
compatible. :

“God called my bluff,” he joked.

In fact, O-positive is the most com-
mon blood type. But that fact actually
made it less likely a donated kidney
would come through the traditional
transplant waiting list, which current-
ly has 37,000 names. “There were so
many people with that blood type, 1
would have had to wait for a long
time,” she explained.

A likely source for most transplant
patients is family members, but none
of Patterson’s family members quali-
fied medically.

In addition to blood type, possible
donors are screened for blood-cell
type and tissue type—factors which
determine the likelihood that a patient
will accept a transplanted organ.
Those two factors traditionally elimi-
nate most donor candidates. But the
development of new immunosuppres-

One prayer recently was answered
when a man from Atlanta donated
$6,000 to send 36,000 pounds of ma-
terial by ship to Liberia. Some of the
materials are given to sailors who dis-
tribute them in various ports around
the world.

Hodges mainly depends on volun-
teers for help with the ministry. He is
the only full-time staff member. His
wife, Edith, and a secretary, Lynne
Woods, work for the ministry. part
time.

From October 1994 to this past
June, Hodge’s ministry has mailed
1,197,682 pieces of literature in 25
different languages weighing 145,663
pounds at a cost of $158,491 to 64
foreign countries.

“It’s very difficult to get materials
printed in languages other than En-
glish,” said Hodges. “Fortunately
many people know English, or there
is someone who knows English who
can translate it.”

Hodges has received many thanks
from those benefiting from his work.

“We are very grateful to you for
helping with this literature,” wrote
Lawrence Lamina of Ghana. “I am
working among people with learning
and physical disabilities. We are des-

sant drugs, which reduce the body’s
impulse to reject transplanted organs,
has “expanded the horizons” of organ
donation, said Thomas Peters, one of
two doctors who performed the trans-
plant. ,
“Itisn’t unusual any longer to have
living, unrelated donors,” Peters said.

Taylor might never have known he

= 4 : s - qualified as a donor if he had not been
- KIDNEY TRANSPLANT The example of -

in charge of a blood drive two years
ago at Northampton High School
West, where he teaches history and
coaches baseball. When the drive
came up one pint short of its goal, he
suppressed his fear of needles long
enough to donate for the first time.
That’s when he learned his blood type.

“If you hadn’t been one pint short,
you wouldn’t be here today,” Hugh
Patterson reminded Taylor one day
before the transplant. An hour earlier,
Taylor had almost fainted when tech-
nicians drew his blood for a final
cross-check, the last step before giv-
ing the operation the OK.

Second transplants are not unusu-
al for kidney patients, whose only al-
ternative is constant, often painful di-

alysis treatments three times a week.

Second transplants now account for
about 15 percent of all kidney trans-
plants.

Patterson’s operation was paid for
by insurance. The National Kidney
Foundation paid for Taylor’s.

Patterson has been warned the dis-
ease may also destroy her new kidney.
But that is a chance she and the doc-
tors are willing to take.

“Her risk of having a recurrence of
the disease is certainly more than the
average patient, but I don’t think it’s
absolute,” said Peters, lead surgeon
for the transplant and the one who
performed Taylor’s surgery. After
consulting with several colleagues, he
said, he decided the surgery was worth
the risk. “She did well with a trans-

perately in need of literature for spe-
cial education. Such materials are not
available in Third World countries
such as ours.”

Ruth Gnanaprakasam of India
wrote: “I have really been burdened

. about books for our Bible college, anc

my joy knew no bounds when you
sent them. When you come across
more books, please remember us.”
More information about the min-
istry is available by writing Hodges at
1008 Dodd Drive, Decatur, Ala.
35601 or calling (205) 355-3004.

s Jesus provides inspiration

BOOK MINISTRY Edwin
Hodges and his secretary,
Lynne Woods, have made a

ministry out of sending

unwanted Christian
literature abroad. From
October 1994 to this past
June, the ministry has
mailed 1,197,682 pieces of
literature in 25 different
languages weighing
145,663 pounds at a cost
of $158,491 to 64 foreign
countries. (RNS photo by
Eric Schultz)

Transplant information v &

ACKSONVILLE, Fia. (ABP)—Thousands of people

0 0rgan transp

plant before,” he noted.

After back-to-back operations of
more two hours each, Peters and sur-
gical colleague Kenneth * Jones
emerged to report both surgeries had
been successful and the transplanted
kidney was already working.

Forty-eight hours later, Patterson
walked from Room 608, where she
was recovering, down the hospital
hallway to Room 616 to visit Taylor.

“When Patterson first came in, I
felt awesome,” Taylor said. “I
thought, ‘There goes my kidney.””

“It hasn’t really hit me that I’m
missing something,” he said smiling.
“It’s been a neat experience—most of
it.”
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Temperance League of Kentucky ‘

Mission Statement

¥ Vrom its inception, the purpose of the Temperance League has been to provide a

P spiritual ministry by extending the work of the church in concern for the total
AL welfare of mankind, and by urging Christian action on moral issues, with special

emphasis on correcting the Pproblems caused by the use of alcohol as a beverage

The Truth about Alcohol

- @ Treating a child suffering from fetal alcohol syndrome costs an estimated $750 000
from birth to age 18. The 1990 nation economic cost of fetal alcohol syndrome
totaled ¢ are than $2 billion.

@ An estimated $12 billion in disability and health care entltlement costs resulted
from problems related to alcohol in fiscal year 1995. ,

- @ Up to 25 percent of hospital emergency room visits involve alcohol.

The Truth about Gambling

¢ A 1997 investigation by Mother Jones magazine found that the gambling industry
had spent in excess of $100 million in political contributions and lobbying fees in
the previous five years in an attempt to influence state governments.

€ Gambling interests gave $3.9 million in soft money contributions to the two major
political parties in 1996.

® A University of Louisville study showed that Kentuckians with annual incomes less
than $15,000 spent $9.23 per week on lottery tickets, while those earning above
$35,000 spent only $7.36.

@ According to gambling researcher William Thompson, a professor at the University
of Nevada-Las Vegas, (Casinos) “have a negative impact on the community unless
50 percent of the gamblers come from out of state.”

Temperance League of Kentucky
2722 Crittenden Drive
Louisville, Kentucky 40209 -
Phone: (502) 635-0002 Fax: (502) 635-1008
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