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Study: ··~hurch· 
attendance flat , 
but revenf!BS?u, 

Kentucky campers raise roof & hopes 

OXNli.R(),\Calil : The bad t 
news· is churq~es, on av~rage, 
-aren.':tgrowing:tffhe .• gooonews ··· 
is their. budgets are explodii;ig. 
> Protestant churches h_ave pla:: 
' teaued during the past fiv~ years 
) whily • thyfr budge~ .. have :gro~I). 
50 percent, accprdmg to studies 

1c,by the·Bru;na Re,~earcJ:i Oqmp. 
• . Median attendaricefor-Protes­
,,,Jant .. :chu;rches-, on $1.m~;y. has 
' gone from 102 in 1992 'to WO 

today, a ,change . George Barn,a: ,., 
" calls "statistically insignificant." • 

. The stuclie$ .. found tl:iat about 
57 percent of all American adults 
are associated with a Protes1l\I1t 
church, an.d about 45 percent at-

' tend, church during a typical 
week. 

"Our tracking of attendance 
patterns shows that most people 
_still attend Christian churches; 
but that they are attending them 
less frequently than in the past,'' 
Barna wrote in his bi-monthly 
newsletter "The Barna Report." 

Meanwhile the median annu­
al operating budget has grown 

• ftom-$81;713 m $122,8·75 be­
tween 1992 and 1997. 

"Among the reasons are the 
increasing personal wealth of 
Americans; the accelerated clos­
ing of small churches; the in­
creased proportion of larger 

. churches; and the heightened 
generosity of older Americans, 
many of whom are unloading 
their wealth upon their church 
rather than leaving it all for fam­
ily,'' Barna wrote. 

Other findings: 
I The typical Protestant 

church spends 35 cents out of 
every dollar given on direct min­
istry. 

By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

MACEO-Campers on Mission 
teams often repair sagging roofs and 
cracked foundations, but in the after­
math of this year's flood they also 
brought hope to some sinking hearts. 

The 20 members of Campers on 
Mission along with 42 other volun­
teers from across Kentucky and Indi­
ana who converged to rebuild Daw­
son Memorial Baptist Church in late 
October were a "godsend," said Pas­
tor Steve Boyd. 

Campers on Mission is a national 
fellowship of mostly Baptists, mostly 
retirees who combine their love for 
camping with their carpentry skills to 
help wherever they are needed. 

They definitely were needed at 
Dawson Memorial, Boyd said. 

Last spring, more than 6 and a half 
feet of water stood in the church sanc­
tuary. Walls splayed; floors buckled; 
the pulpit area floated away, leaving 

the rear of the building exposed. The 
building moved off its foundation . 

When the water finally receded, 
more than 4 inches of mud covered 
the sanctuary floor and knee-deep cow 

. manure filled the space where the pul­
pit once stood, Boyd said. 

But the congregation of 28 hearty 
people wasn't ready to quit. In spite 
of the fact that most members were 
older than age 65 and had little mon­
ey, they made plans to repair their 
127-year-old building, located on the . 
Ohio River 12 miles east of Owens­
boro, Boyd said. 

Within a week after the flood, do- _ 
nations ranging from $10 to $5,000 
began pouring in for repairs. 

But all too quickly, church mem­
bers began facing seemingly insur­
mountable governmental red tape as 
well as people who thought the church 
should disband. 

Church members learned they 
could not get a building permit to re- • 

• pair the damage because repair costs 

would exceed 50 percent of the struc­
ture's value. Instead, the building had 
to be demolished. 

Several. volunteer groups canceled 
after finding out that a new building 
was needed. 

And, most devastating of all, the 
church learned some groups didn't 
want to help because they thought the 
church should disband, Boyd said. 

"Members of several churches in 
our area would talk with me and the 
members and tell us we should dis­
band and join them," Boyd said. 
"They suggested we had too much 
competition (and) did not offer 
enough programs. 

"Someone even said to one of our 
members, 'I know you people. You're 
old and you have no money. You 
can't rebuild that church,"' he added. 
"What were we going to do?" 

For nearly four months the group 
plowed through the red tape. They 
secured state and county permits to 
o See Camper volunteers ... , page 3 

I Nine out of 10 churches still 
have a Sunday school program, 
but an increasing emphasis is be­
ing placed on small groups or cell 
ministries. But 28 percent of 
churches have no -small group 
activities, and the typical church 
has only 10 percent of its congre­
gation involved in small groups. 

WHEN THE SAINTS GO PRAYING IN Players and coaches from the New Orleans Saints and Atlanta Falcons pray at midfield after the 
Falcons' victory in the Superdome in October. The after-game prayer has become a tradition in the NFL, but Saints Coach Mike Ditka 
and his team are in the middle of a spiritual revival. See story on page 11. (RNS photo by Eliot Kamenitz) 

Missionaries flee Albania to work in war-ravaged Bosnia 
ZIVINICE, Bosnia-You could fled to Italy or elsewhere, and many 

call them the "frying-pan-to-fire" sort evangelical missionaries went back to 
of missionaries. the United States or to 

When Albania slid into nationwide Greece to await the re­
chaos in March, missionaries Gale and tum of peace. 
Leslie Hartley evacuated with hun- But the Hartleys 
dreds of other evangelical missionar- were among other 
ies, leaving a country that is one of Southern Baptist mis­
Eastern Europe's poorest yet most re- sionaries who trans­
sponsive to the gospel. • ferred to Bosnia, itself a 

two weeks. Several months later they 
were still making do with those few 

clothes, living in a rented 
house near the city of 
Tuzla. 

Military bases are just 
a few miles away, and 
most days that's pretty 
obvious-tanks, trucks 
and Humvees rumble 
past at all hours of the Failed pyramid schemes had left • seething cauldron of ten­

most Albanians broke. The popula- • sion kept from boiling 
tion's fury boiled into massive civil over by the presence of 
unrest that tilted toward outright civil , NATO troops. 

■ Week of Prayer for • day ~nd night. Heavy 
International Missions mac_hme gun~ atop each 

war; guns appeared in the hands of • They packed suitcases and boxes 
gangsters and vigilantes. • of schoolbooks for their three sons, 

Teqs of thousands _ of Albanians thinking they would be gone maybe 

vehicle are manned, 
ready for whatever happens in this 
war-ravaged land. Swarms of attack 
helicopters bristling with missiles roar 

by overhead. 
Civilians plopped down into such 

circumstances . might cower behind 
•. locked doors. But the Hartleys are of 

sturdier stock-and faith. They have 
settled down instead to the task at 
hand: reaching Bosnia for Christ. 

They have been leading Bible stud­
ies, visiting in homes and arranging 
for teams of Southern Baptist volun­
teers to come and minister. And 
they've been studying the Serbo­
Croatian language. · 

Most Bosnians have been trauma­
tized by suffering, death and depriva­
tion. Many are refugees. The situation . 
o See Missionaries flee ... , page 6 
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Texas conservatives go ahead with new convention 
"We feel we have 

seen an erosion of 
the historic walk 
with the SBC on 

the part of elected 
leadership of the 

BGCT." 
Dee Slocum, an 

organizer of Southern 
Baptists of Texas, a new 

state convention 

£ Jzun ,i!'l" nc,is•-h',:;.-:,'-', 
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By Toby Druin 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-Directors of 
Southern Baptists of Texas, the or­
ganization that has pushed for clos­
er alignment of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas with the 
Southern Baptist Convention, voted 
Nov. 20 instead to establish a new 
state convention. 

Dee Slocum, pastor of Highland 
Baptist Church in Amarillo and vice 
president for the organization, said 
its 30-member board of directors 
voted unanimously to begin the pro­
cess of setting up the new organiza­
tion. 

• The 'directors and officers-Ex­
ecutive Director Ronnie Yarber of 
Mesquite, president Miles Seaborn 
of Fort Worth and Slocum-will 
serve as a "transitional team" to give 
it birth, Slocum said. He said no date 
has been set for an organizational 
meeting but that he anticipated it 
could come as early as spring. 

Slocum said he had been appoint­
ed spokesperson by Yarber, who de­
clined to answer calls from the Bap­
tist Standard. Seaborn was traveling 

J!;~ 

"I told you we were using the wrong kind 
of oil. We should be using 10-W-40!" 
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in the Philippines. 
William Pinson, executive direc­

tor of the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas, said the reasons cited 
for establishing the new state con­
vention "are not well founded and 
are not justification for such an act." 
He said Texas Baptist leaders have 
worked to prevent a split and to 
maintain "togetherness for the sake 
of the gospel." 

Southern Baptists of Texas was 
first organized in 1991 as the Con­
servative Baptist Fellowship of Tex­
as but changed its name two years 
ago. 

Southern Baptists of Texas op­
posed passage of the report of an effi­
ciency/effectiveness committe at the 
BGCT meeting in Austin last month 
because they contended it distanced 
the 'BGCT from the SBC, a claim de­
nied bY, the committee which drafted 
it and by BGCT leaders. 

The special committee's report af­
firmed.the state convention's "auton­
omy" and authorized Texas Baptists 
to app•oint missionaries, offer new 
options for theological education, 
publish their own Sunday school lit­
erature and create mission partner-

: 

ships with SBC and non-SBC groups, 
including the moderate Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. 

Following approval of the efficien­
cy/effectiveness report, Yarber and 
Seaborn said the directors of South­
ern Baptists of Texas were almost 
unanimous in approving formation of 
a new state convention. The group 
conducted a written poll of 400 peo­
ple attending a rally after the Monday 
night convention session in Austin. 

Slocum said response to the poll 
was "overwhelmingly" in favor of 
beginning a new convention. 

The purpose of the new body will 
be "to ensure and maintain a strong 
SBC presence in Texas," Slocum said. 

"We saw that diminishing. We feel 
we have seen an erosion of the histor­
ic walk with the SBC on the part of 
elected leadership of the BGCT as far 
back as the last Amarillo convention" • 
in 1994, he said. "That concerns 
Southern Baptists across the state." 

News of the decision to start the 
new convention was released by Bap­
tist Press in a story written by Dave 
Parker, assistant editor of the Oklaho­
ma Baptist Messenger. The new edi­
tor of the Messenger is John Yeats, 

who came to Oklahoma from the edi­
torship of the Indiana Baptist and who 
has been a longtime spokesman for 
the group now controlling the SBC. 
Yeats, a former Texas pastor, is now 
SBC recording secretary. 

Slocum was quoted by Parker as 
saying that an additional factor in the 
decision to establish a new convention 
"was outgoing BGCT President 
Charles Wade' s comments regarding 
the historical accuracy of Scripture." 
Slocum explained: "In an interview 
with the Austin American-Statesman, 
Wade said Texas Baptists 'will sup­
port Southern Baptist leaders if they 
focus on missions and evangelism in­
stead of trying to force all Baptists to 
believe the Bible is factual and scien­
tifically true."' 

Wade in fact had no interview with 
the Austin paper. The story carried by 
the paper was written from a manu­
script provided to reporters by Wade. 
Wade's manuscript did not include the 
statement about the Bible being fac­
tual and scientifically true. The Aus­
tin reporter who wrote the story said 
the statement about the Bible' s accu­
racy was not a quote but a paraphrase 
o See New Convention ... , page 12 

Fletcher calls Calvinism 'recurring fault line' 
By Dan Martin 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

AUSTIN, Texas (BP)-The ques-
,. tion has given rise to the oldest con­

tinuing controversy among Baptists, 
and particularly dufing the 150-year 
history of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, said Jesse Fletcher: 

Did Jesus die for everyone or for 
only a few? • 

While enormously important to the 
future of Baptists, the controversy 
over Calvinism "has been a relatively 
genteel one, as Baptist battles go, but 
is not without its passions," Fletcher, 
chancellor of Hardin Simmons-Uni­
versity-in Abilene, Texas, told the an­
nual meeting of the Texas Baptist His­
torical Society Nov. 10. 

The issue of Calvinism has exist­
ed ever since Baptists began in Eng­
land, he said, and the "fault line be­
tween Calvinism and Arminianism ... 
periodically resurfaces" as a signifi­
cant controversy. 

Fletcher traced Calvinism from its 
beginnings in the 1530s in Geneva 
when Frenchman John Calvin devel­
oped an exhaustive and "tightly rea­
soned" system which he wrote as the 
"Institutes of the Christian Religion." 

Calvinism has "five high particu­
lars that theological students have 
memorized for years with the acro­
nym TULIP," Fletcher explained: "to­
tal depravity of man, unconditional 
election of some to salvation, limited 
atonement, irresistible grace implied 
by the foregoing and perseverance of 
the saints." He said Calvinism origi­
nally included a church-controlled 
state (theocracy) and infant baptism. 

While Calvinism was at first "per­
vasive among English Puritans and 
Separatists (Baptists)," English Bap­
tists "soon moved away from Calvin­
ism's limited atonement to Joseph 
Arminius' general atonement con­
cepts," Fletcher said. 

General atonement, he said, holds 
that Jesus died for all, that grace is free 
to anyone who will receive it and that 
people have the right to refuse God' s 
grace. 

Limited atonement holds that Jesus 
died orily for the elect who were cho­
sen in advance by God to be saved. 

Calvinism had an impact on early 
American Baptists, but Fletcher said 
they "tended toward a modified Cal­
vinism or a general atonement frame­
work." 

The New Hampshire Confession 
of Faith adopted by Regular Baptists 
in 1833, he said, reads that the "bless­
ings of salvation are made free to all 
... that nothing prevents the salvation 
of the greatest sinner on earth except 
his own voluntary refusal." 

Southern Baptists, in the course of 
their 150-year history, "have clearly 
moved away from Calvinism ... to a 
free grace, full atonement position that 
fit their missionary and evangelistic 
culture," Fletcher said. 

Noting Calvinism has re-emerged 
as a point of contention among Bap­
tists in recent years, Fletcher said, 
"When ~inerrancy movement broke 
uponllSouthern Baptists in the late 
1970s and marched resolutely toward 
dominance in 1990, a number of Cal­
vinists were among its leadership be­
cause most Calvinists are inerrantists. 

"Yet, as became evident, very few 
inerrantists are Calvinists," Fletcher 
said. He quoted Larry Lewis, former 
president of the SBC Home Mission 
Board, as saying, "Calvinism can be 
a death blow to missions and evange­
lism" and former SBC President 
Bailey Smith saying he does not be­
lieve "God elects anybody to be lost." 

Fletcher cited a group of Baptist 
Calvinists who formed an organiza­
tion called the Founders Conference 
to call Southern Baptists back to Cal­
vinism. Leaders of that group include 
Tom Ascol, Tom Nettles, Al Mohler 

and Timothy George, he said. 
"Ascol, a Florida pastor, and Net­

tles, a theological professor, are not 
well-known names in recent Baptist 
battles, but Mohler and George are," 

. Fletcher said, explaining Mohler since 
has become president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, and George is dean at Beeson 
School of Divinity at Samford Uni­
versity. 

Fletcher said Calvinism "has in fact 
been the theology of choice for a very 
limited but elite few who, in tum, find 
and faithfully disciple other like­
minded young theologians." 

However, Fletcher added, that may 
have changed with Mohler' s ascen­
sion as president of Southern, his 
bringing in of Calvinists to the facul­
ty, including Nettles, and "his call for 
·a return to Reform theology." 

In recent days, two other theolo­
gians, W.R. Estep of Southwestern 
Seminary and Fisher Humphreys of 
Beeson, have "joined th~ fray," 
Fletcher said. .: 

He quoted Humphreys as saying 
that the "purpose pf the SBC_:_mis­
sions and evangelism-is rn direct 
opposition to the Calvinist doctrines 
of unconditional predestination." 

In contrast, Fletcher quoted Mohler 
as predicting that as "Southern Bap­
tists seek to recover our theological 
inheritance and the essence of bibli­
cal Christianity, I believe we will see 
a return to a more Calvinistic under­
standing of the gospel and a recogni­
tion of the absolute sovereignty of 
God." 

He added Mohler said the move 
toward Calvinism would "lead to a 
blazing recovery of missionary zeal 
and evangelistic fervor-and the re-
newal of the church." • 

Fletcher, as an unwritten aside; told 
participants he was "resisting the im­
pulse to say if it did, it would be a his­
torical first." 

·-
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KENTUCKY 
Camper volunteers help raise roof & hearts in Maceo BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

Continued from page 1 
demolish the building, to rebuild in a 
flood plain, to install a septic system, 
to unhook and reconnect the electric­
ity, to rebuild. 

At each step, "God intervened" to 
speed up the time usually needed ro 
secure the permits, Boyd said. 

Still, the future of the church was 
uncertain. 

"We needed an ·8-foot foundation 
(above the flood plain) and could not 
afford it and could not find enough 
volunteer labor to do foundation 
work," Boyd said. How could they 
even consider building? 

Then, a breakthrough came. 
Boyd and his wife, Brenda, attend­

ed a July-retreat for pastors and wives 
whose churches were affected by the 
'97 flood. The retreat focused on help­
ing participants deal with stress they 
had experienced and ways to cope. 

It was there that they learned about 
Campers on Mission from Larry Mar­
tin; director of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention missions and evangelism 
division. The retreat was co-sponsored 
by the KBC minister/church support 
division and the missions and evan­
gelism division. Martin offered to con­
tact Guy King, coordinator for Ken­
tucky Campers ort Mission, to see 
what could be done. 

The group normally works in Ken­
tucky only in the spring and summer, 
but when King heard about Dawson 
Memorial's plight, he said he knew 
they couldn't say no. The group espe­
cially likes to help small, rural, strug­
gling churches, he said. 

And although the group had never 
built a structure from the ground up, 
within a few days, King had rallied his 
troops to tackle the project. 

around and came back. "Four men 
jumped out and came up and helped 
us just in time," Fuqua said. 

Later that same day, the crew was 
putting sheeting on the roof and found 
themselves a man short. 

A car drove up, a man got out and 
asked if he could help. Turned out, he 
could do roof work. 

"The man ran up the ladder and 
around on the roof like a squirrel," 
Fuqua said. He stayed until the job 
was finished. 

Materials and money also contin­
ued to come in at the very time they 
were needed. • 

■ Jerry Rankin, 
president of the 
Southern Baptist 
Convention's 
• international Mission 
Board, will visit two 
Kentucky churches 
Sunday, Dec. 7. Rankin 
will speak at Crestwood 
Baptist Church in 
Frankfort at 8:30 a.m. 
and 10:55 a.m. 

NEW VISTAS Wes Simpson (left) of Mount Vernon, Ind., measures a window opening as 

A woman stopped by the pastor's 
home to say she had purchased a new 
refrigerator for the church. A cabinet 
maker donated cherry cabinets for the 
church kitchen. A Sunday school class 
gave a communion table. 

Woman's Missionary 
Union of Franklin Baptist 
Association will host a 
reception in Rankin's 
honor at Crestwood that 
afternoon from 2-3:30 
p.m. Rankin also will 
speak at 6 p.m. at 
Immanuel Baptist 

- Walter Keeker, also of Mount Vernon, waits for assistance while working on Dawson 
Memorial Baptist Church in Maceo. The men, both members of Campers on Mission, 
were helping to build a new structure after the church's former building was damaged 
after spring floods. (Owensboro Messenger-Inquirer photograph by Robert Bruck) 

Ebenezer Baptist Church in 
Drakesboro gave $5,000, pews, a pul­
pit and chairs. A group from Eastside 
Baptist Church in Henderson hosted 

Church in Lexington. 

■ The Louisville-area 
Friendship International 
House, a ministry of 

In September, the congregation 
gathered one last time to watch as a 
bulldozer flattened the old structure. 

On Oct. 6, the 8-foot-tall founda­
tion was poured. On Oct. 13, the first 
Campers on Mission crew arrived to 
begin work on the 28 foot-by-64 foot 
building. 

For the next six weeks, volunteers 
came and went as the building took 
shape. Some worked one or two days; 
others the entire time. And the mira­
cles continued, workers said. 

"If we had lots of work to do, a lot 
of (volunteers) showed up; if we had 
little to do, a few people showed up," 
said Camper on Mission Carl Muffet 
of Owensboro. 

"Many times people showed up 

out of the clear blue just when we 
needed them," said on-site coordina­
tor Odrey Embry of Utica. 

Added Muffet: "On a daily basis, 
we saw what God can do." 

When the large beams arrived, 
workers thought they needed to rent 
equipment to install them. But a farm­
er stopped and offered a tractor with a 
forklift to put the beams in place. 

Another evening, a retired Indiana 
pastor and electric.;i11n came by to say 
he wanted to furnish and install all the 
electrical material. 

It was necessary to hire a crane to 
lift the trusses in place. The work was 
supposed to cost more thari $250, but 
when the operator completed the job, 
he asked for only $100, King said. 

One day, "God intervened twice, 
at just the right moments," said David 
Fuqua of Owensboro. 

Five men were trying to set trusses 
by hand for the front porch when they 
realized they were "in trouble, with 
not enough help," Fuqua said. 

A pickup truck went by, turned 

a fish fry netting $4,001. . 
With $15,000 from insurance, 

$4,000 from the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, $2,000 from the South­
ern Baptist Annuity Board and $1,400 
from several Virginia churches, the 
congregation expects to enter the 
building debt-free, Boyd said. For a 
church whose average monthly · in­
come is $500-$600, that too is a mira­
cle, he added. 

These months have _brought les-. 
sons about God's provision, Boyd 
said. He remembers the day he was 
feeling especially low after the old 
building had been demolished. 

"Brenda, the building is gone," 
Boyd recalled telling his wife. "I led 
these people to build a new one and I 
think I have gone as far as I can go." 

"Stephen, God gave the Israelites 
only enough marina for one day," Mrs. 
Boyd replied. ''That is what he is go­
ing to do (for us)." 

When the new building is dedicat­
ed Dec. 14, it will be a.witness to the 
God who provides, she said. 

Long Run Baptist 
Association to 
international students 
during the Christmas 
holidays, needs host 
families for 14 students 
who will be in Louisville 
from Dec. 20-Jan. 3. The 
association will provide 
activities for the students 
each day. For more 
information, contact Pat 
Reeves at (502) 636-
3136. 

■ Clarification: An 
advertisement on the 
back page of the Nov. 18 
Recorder should have 
stated that Georgetown 
College's new learning 
center will be 55,000 
square feet. 

NEW BSU BUILDING Baptists at Northern Kentucky University in Highland Heights dedicated their new 7,500-square­
foot building last month. The new building has a large classroom, a meeting room and prayer room, said Baptist Campus 
Minister Bill Ellis. Its location is more convenient to students, he added, and the center already has benefited from the 
increased visibility. "From the very first day we were open, we were getting a lot of foot traffic that we weren 't already 
getting," he said. "We're seeing a lot more usage, and now we're busy retooling what we have done in the past so we can 
better meet the needs of the students who are coming in." (Photo by Calvin Wilkins) • 
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OPINION 
Restore family faith, not school prayer I Rising ajjl.uence. Young people· 

with money and credit cards no long­
er had to stay home and play spin-the­
bottle. Beer? Drugs? They could af­
ford them. 

By Gene Owens 

When school days opened with the 
Lord's Prayer, "Jesus Loves Me" and 
a reading from "The Upper Room," 
kids nevertheless cheated on exams, 
smoked in the bathrooms, cussed on 
school grounds and made out at drive­
ins. Girls even got pregnant- not as 
often as they do today, but it hap­
pened. 

Knowing the kids of my genera­
tion, I'd say prayer in the schools had 
little to do with any of that. We had 
just as much native meanness as to­
day's kids; we just lacked the know­
how, the wherewithal and ilie oppor~ 
tunity. -

, Those limitations stemmed from 
the home and community more than 
from school. We didn't learn our reli­
gion at school and take it home with 
us; we learned it at home and took it 
to school with us. 

A lot of things have affected our 
morals since the placid 1950s, and 
they had nothing to do with prayer­
or its absence-in the school. 

The big change has been the de­
struction of the community and the 
family as we knew them. The com­
munity was our extended family , our 
mentor, our disciplinarian and our 
chaperone. When we stepped into our 
communities, we were among people 

who knew ius and our parents. If we 
misbehave'd, somebody was watch­
ing. The cdmmunity insulated us from 
the evil ways of the Philistines. 

When the community died, the in­
sulation was peeled away, the watch­
ful eye went blind and we did what 
kids are wont to do when nobody is 
watching. 

Death came not from prayer dep­
rivation but from fierce forces from 
within and without. A 

I Multi-breadwinner families. To 
sustain these lifestyles, both parents 
had to work, which meant less super­
vision for these affluent, mobile 
young people. 

I Birth control. Reliable birth con­
trol removed the practical reasons for 
abstinence or fidelity, at least in he-

donistic eyes. The me­
few of the villains: 

I The interstate 
highway. This benign 

COMMENTARY dia portrayed casual 
sex as normal and rou­
tine. As sex outside 

invention of the Eisenhower adminis­
tration decentralized the city, moving 
people from neighborhood streets to 
subdivisions and commerce from 
downtowns to sh0pping malls. It dis­
persed workers and job centers. In the 
old community, your next-doorneigh­
bor was likely to be the person you 
parked next to at work and sat next to 
at worship. Now neighbors scatter in 
all directions at 8 a.m. and come home 
at 5:30 or 6 p.m., ready to relax in 
front of the tube in isolated enclaves. 
We may know people o,n the Internet 
better than we know those next door. 

I The multi-car family. No longer 
tied to Daddy

1
's keychain, teen-agers 

could take their own wheels wherev­
er they pleaseq, following those inter- 1 

states to fun and mischief. 

marriage became commonplace, par­
enthood outside marriage became 
more acceptable. 

I White flight. Fleeing desegrega- • 
tion, affluent whites flocked to sub­
urbs while impoverished blacks grav­
itated to inner cities. There they creat­
ed a ready market for drugs and a fer­
tile recruiting area for crime. Court­
ordered busing destroyed the school 
as an anchor for the community. 

You can add to the list from your 
own experience. 

I wonder what would happen if 
parents across the land banded togeth­
er and decided that: 

I Kids can't have that car of their 
own until they're out of high school. 
When they take the family car out, 
they must stay in touch by pager or 
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cell phone. Socializing will be in chap­
eroned groups, arid not in solitary 
pairs. 

I Television viewing will be limit­
ed to two hours a night, and one of 
those hours must be spent watching 
programming the whole family can 
enjoy. The other hour must be spent 
watching programs the parents have 
screened for violence or immorality. 
Access to the Internet will be similar­
ly limited. 

I Family meals will be taken to­
gether and preceded by a prayer of 
thanks according to the religious be­
liefs of the parents. 

I On days of worship, spiritual ac­
tivities will take precedence over 
sports or other entertainment events. 

If parents would take charge in 
these areas, they wouldn't have to rely 
on some schoolteacher of uncertain 
biblical literacy to lead kids in some 

' perfunctory generic prayer that may 
or may not conform to their own con­
cepts of the way to approach the Cre­
ator. 

Of course, it would be easier to 
persuade the Supreme Court to over­
turn its school-prayer decisions or, 
failing that, to thumb noses at the 
Court. It wouldn't return the nation to 
morality, but a Jot of folks would have 
to find something else ·to rail about. 
(RNS) ' 

Gene Owens is political editor of the 
Mobile (Ala.) Register. 
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Giving kids candles at church 
increases parents' prayers · ' 
HESAID Well, it must be Christmastime; 

they've let the kindergartners have 
candles at church again. 

Raising children is exhausting; 
sending your babies off to school is 
tough; but letting them hold lit candles 
at church is downright scary. 

After decorating our own Christmas 
tree Sunday afternoon, all four of us set 

. . . out for church for the annual Hanging of 
Mark Wingfield the Greens service. Our 5-year-olds 

enjoyed the beautiful music, loved 
helping the other kids carry the poinsettias to the altar and 
were happy to carry a twig of greenery to place beside the 
creche. However, the highlight of the whole service for them 
was not the hanging of anything green but instead the 
lighting of those little white candles while we all sang "Silent 
Night" and processed out of the sanctuary. 

Luke held his unlit candle almost the whole service in 
anticipation. 

Sitting in the pew, the worst a child with a candle could do 
is light the hair of the person sitting in the adjacent pew. But 
make that flame-bearing child mobile and .things get really 
scary. 

I noticed everyone else gave our family wide berth on the 
journey from the pews to the foyer. And as we all squeezed 
around the Chrismon Tree to hear the pastor's final words, 
you could have ridden a donkey between our boys holding 
forth their lights and the next nearest person. Probably a 
good thing. I kept my distance too. 

SHESAID I've always loved candles at 
Christmastime. Every Christmas, Mother 
and I would sit together in the living 
room with the Christmas tree lights on 
and several candles lit. Now that the 
boys are a little older, I'm looking 
forward to lighting a few more candles 
(up high) than I have in recent years. 

Add Christmas tree lights to 
candlelight and something magical 

Alison Wingfield happens. 
Our artificial Christmas tree (thanks 

to Mark's allergies) has seen better days. Every time we bring 
it out I think there is no way we can make this tree look good. 
But something happens when the lights (Mark's job), tinsel 
and ornaments go on. We have our very own Charlie Brown 
Christmas tree transformation. I get a lump in my throat 
when I first look at it all lit up. 

Candlelight services affect me emotionally also. It might 
not show on the outside, but I was probably as antsy as the 
boys to light my candle when the time came last Sunday 
night. And I cried as usual while trying to sing "Silent Night" 
by candlelight. 

But candlelight services can be tricky things. A few years 
ago, when the boys were just 2 and half years old, Mark and I 
we're singing in the choir during our Christmas Eve service 
and th_e boys were sitting with Mark's parents. They did quite 
well through most of the service: Then came the candlelight 
portion. • • 

When all the lights went out, I heard, and everyone else in 
the congregation heard, one of my children say, l'lt's DARK! 
Turri on the lights!" Unfortunately, the candle lighting did not 
go fast enough for them not to be scared, 'so they had to 
leave the sanctuary before the light could reach them. , 

How often do we turn away from God's presence, not 
allowing the promised light that dispels the darkness to reach 
us? And how often do we forget to pass on our own light to 
someone else living in the darkness? 

OPINION 
l■IBlsflJi~@ffef 

How do ·you solve a--problem like Maria? 
For the next three weeks, most Americans and mil­

lions of people around the world will be caught up in 
the Christmas spirit. Beneath the shopping and parties 
and family gatherings, the story of Christ's birth in a 
humble manger will be told and retold and told again. 

The central character in the story is Jesus, fully hu­
man and fully divine, destined to die on a cross to pay 
for the sins of all humanity. The supporting cast includes 
Mary and Joseph, some shepherds, angels and an inn­
keeper who has no room on that holy night. 

Church already has laid regarding Mary, we should not 
be surprised that more than 4 million parishioners have 

.appealed to the Pope to go yet one step further, to de­
clare Mary "co-redemptrix" with Christ. 

While ecumenical relations between Catholics and 
Protestants have survived despite disagreements about 
the person and work of Mary, if the Pope takes the Cath­
olic Church one step further, such cooperation will be 
seriously jeopardized. The effect on Protestant-Catho­

lic relations will be disastrous. 
But this year, beneath the strains of "O 

Come Let Us Adore Him" and "Joy to the 
To Baptists, and for that matter to all EDITORIAL 

Protestants who appeal to the Bible as our 
source of revelation about God, declaring that Mary 
participates in the redemptive work of Christ and is a 
"co-mediator" crosses a line no amount of forbearance 
can cover up. 

World, the Lord is Come," there's a movement afoot to 
alter the focus of that Bethlehem scene. Millions of 
Roman Catholics are appealing to Pope John Paul II to 
elevate the status of Mary in this picture, to declare her 
"co-redemptrix" and "co-mediator" with Christ. That doesn't mean all Catholics are headed straight 

for hell, a pseudo-Baptist doctrine that's as misguided 
as Catholic teaching on Mary. Just because the Pope 
says it doesn't mean every Catholic believes it. What it 
could mean, however, is that the official teaching of 
the Catholic Church will lead millions of Catholics to 
put their faith in someone who has no power to save. 

To even the most ecumenically minded Protestant, 
such a claim is outright heresy. And a number of Ro­
man Catholic theologians also find fault with elevating 
Mary to such a position . 

Protestants already have difficulty accepting the 
Catholic Church's teachings oo Mary and the devotion 
many Catholics express toward Mary as the mother of 
Christ. The Catholic assertion that Mary was without 
sin, that she· lived in a state of perpetual virginity and 
that she did not experience death but . was transported 
directly to heaven have absolutely no biblical basis. 
Read the Bible from cover to cover in whatever lan­
guage you choose and you' 11 find not even a single word 
to support such doctrines. Nor is there historical evi­
dence to support such claims. 

If salvation is not found in Christ alone, we have no 
gospel. This goes to the heart of the Christian message 
recorded in the Bible: "For there is one God and one 
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" 
(1 Timothy 2:5). 

While it is appropriate to have respect for Mary and 
to thank God that she was willing to be, in her own 
words, the "handmaid" of the Lord, she is not worthy 
of our devotion. Such misplaced devotion is idolatry. 

We can agree that Mary was blessed by God, that 
she was faithful to God, that she wa:s chosen by God to 
play a vitally important role in history. But beyond that, 
there is no evidence to support any of the Catholic 
Church's unique doctrines on Mary. 

Mary was the human vehicle God used to deliver 
his greatest gift to us. We worship the king, not the ser-
vant who brings the king. ,.,, 

This Christmas, as you look at a nativity scene or 
watch a Christmas play, be reminded that the focal char­
acter, the essential character, is Jesus. The Catholic practice of praying to Mary raises even 

more concern among Protestants, who rightly pointout 
that the Bible teaches us to pray to God in Jesus' name. 
Nowhere are we taught to pray to God through Mary or 

Rather than praying to Mary, may we pray to be more 
like her in our shared humanness-willing to be the 
handmaids of the Lord, unworthy and humble servants 
of the newborn King. . any other saint. 

Given the unbiblical groundwork the Catholic - Mark Wingfield 

The Virgin Birth 
By Carey Newman 

First in a three-part series 

The virgin birth of Jesus (more ac­
curately, the virginal conception) has al­
ways been a point of 
doubt and contention. 
From the second century 
until now Christians have 
faced an uphill battle: 
should we believe these 
Gospel accounts of a vir­
ginal conception and what 
is really at stake ifwe do? 

Christianity's earliest 
critics lodged the claimed . 
that Jesus was illegiti­
mate. He was really the son of a Roman 
soldier, they said. Despite its complete 
lack of historical footing in the ancient 
sources, this charge is still repeated. 

Others say the .birth narratives wer~ 
borrowed .from pagan sources, that 
Christians made them up in order to 
make Jesus comparable to other Greco­
Roman gods. H9wever,, in pagan litera­
ture, a god disguises himself as a man 
and seduces a woman.in order to have a 
son. There is not even the slightest hint 
of trickery or seduction in the Gospels. 

There are simply no convincing par­
allels to the Gospel accounts. 

tians simply read the birth narratives as 
nice stories, and that's all, just stories. 

The strongest argument for authen- However, the virginal conception is in­
ticity is that it is hard to think of reasons tegrally linked with many of Christian­
why Matthew and Luke would have ere- ity' s most important and distinguishing 
ated such accounts if they were not true. doctrines: 
One can think of many reasons why, if (1) When we affirm the virginal con­
the stories were true, later Christians ception of Jesus we are saying he is 

might tone them down or God's Son through the activity of the 
excise them altogether. , , Ho_cy Spitjt. ,By doing so, we are laying 

Christians were getting the , foundation for affu:ming th~ trini-
quite a bit of heat from ty- Father, Son and Spirit. • 
Jewish and pagan oppo- (2) When we affirm the \'.irginal con­
nents, and it would have ception of Jesus we are saying that Jesus 
been far easier to do bat- _is unique, different from all other hu­
tle if the Gospels were not mans who have ever lived. This leads 
so blunt in their statements . directly to the great confession, "fully 
about the conception of human, fully divine." , 
Jesus. (3) Jesus' uniqueness is tied to his 

However, it is ex- sinlessness and thus impacts the sacrifi­
tremely difficult to think of reasons why, cial interpretation of his death. 
if the stories were false, Matthew and (4) When we say that Jesus was vir­
Luke would introduce them into the tra- ginally conceived we are opening the 
dition. What Matthew and Luke sober- door to the notion of pre-existence (that 
ly affirm is that Joseph is not the father Jesus was with God before the creation 
of the ,child. They both indicate that _Jo- , of the world). . , 

.-, seph aiid Mary did not haye sexual rela-. Far from being a doctrinal omamen-
tions until after the birth. tation, the virginal conception of Jesus 

But Matthew and Luke go much fur- stands close· to the nuclear epicenter of 
ther: They both describe how Jesus' Christian belief. 
birth . is the direct result of God's ere- Indeed, it would not be inaccurate to 
ative act inside of Mary. In short, this say if Matthew and Luke got it wrong, 
rendering is too improbable, too mirac- then the narratives they construct col­
ulous not to be true. lapse and their picture of Jesus is im-

What is at stake? Much. Many Chris- · periled. 
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Week of Prayer 
for International 

Missions 
Nov. 30 to Dec. 7 

Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering 

National Goal: 
$1 OD million 

LANGUAGE LEARNERS 
Gale and Leslie Hartley talk 
with their language teacher, 

Vojislava Vasilsevic. (/MB 
photo by Mike Creswell) 

MISSIONS 
Linda Pegram brings help and hope to people in Asia 

KINUSKUSAN, Philippines­
Evelyn had reached the end of her 
frayed hope. 

Trapped in poverty and married to 
a mentally ill man who repeatedly at­
tempted suicide, the young woman 
lived in a shanty in a tribal village in 
the Philippines. Rejected by her 
community and her own family be­

Home) garden, a basic vegetable gar­
den designed by Rural Life Center 
workers to promote family nutrition. 

Mother and child regained health 
and hope. Meanwhile, God healed 
Evelyn's husband's mind. The couple 
gave their lives to Jesus Christ. And 
they learned how to grow in their new 
way of life- and share it- through a 

Rural Life Center train­cause of her husband's 
condition, she lost inter­
est in life. 

She stopped eating­
or taking proper care of 1-l~L.PJ 
her 1-year-old daughter, I y H E I R C Ry 
Angela. -,Soon Evelyn 
was anemic., and her 
child began suffering 
from severe malnutrition 

ing program called 
TEACH (Tribal Evan­
gelism, Agriculture, 
Church planting and 
Health care). 

Such stories of re­
demption make South­
ern Baptist missionary 

OUR CALL 
--- -- -

and the scabies that covered her body. 
No one seemed to care. 

No one cared, that is, except Elsa 
Calibay, a health worker from the 
Mindanao Baptist Rural Life Center. 
She visited Evelyn again and again, 
winning her trust. She brought medi­
cine, taught Evelyn simple health and 
hygiene lessons and convinced her to 
plant a FAITH (Food Always In The 

Linda Pegram's day. 
There are millions of "Evelyns" in 
Asia tormented by poverty, ignorance 
and spiritual lostness, and she would 
love to help reach them all. 

Pegram has spent most of 20 years 
with the International Mission Board 
helping heal bodies and souls in Asia. 
She worked for two years as a mis­
sionary journeyman in Vietnam while 
war still raged there. Later, she aided 

OPEN HEARTS Southern Baptist missionary Linda Pegram and workers Lebi Nayak (left} 
and Charusila Naik (both center right) from the Rural Life Center in Kondhamal district of 
India's Orissa state talk with residents of Kurmingia village about health care issues. 
(/MB Photo by Don Rutledge) 

TRAINING WORKERS Linda Pegram trains health care workers Lebi Nayak (left) and 
Charusila Naik during a morning session at the Rural Life Center in Kondhamal district of 
India's Orissa state. (!MB photo by Don Rutledge) 

Southeast Asian war refugees in Thai­
land and the United States, and in 
1980 she was appointed a career mis­
sionary to minister to refugees in 
Hong Kong and the Philippines. 

When refugee work wound down 
in the late '80s, Pegram transferred to 
Pakistan to promote health ministries 
there. In 1995, she returned to the Phil­
ippines to work with the Rural Life 
Center, founded by 1MB missionary 
Harold Watson to aid and evangelize 
the poorest of Mindanao's rural poor. 

Pegram, an expert in public health, 
heads up the health education work of 
the Rural Life Center's international 
arm, the Asian Rural Life Develop­
ment Foundation. The job takes her 
and her co-workers into some of the 
poorest, most isolated - and most re­
stricted- areas of the continent. 

"We can have a far greater impact 
if we can help people aHacross Asia 
learn how to deal at the household lev­
el with just the simplest things,'' she 
says. "Knowing when a child needs 
medication for what may be turning 
into pneumonia, things like that. To 

teach health care, to help a communi­
ty get clean water, is a great opportu- • 
nity to relate to people and help them 
understand that being a Christian is 
not a religion or a set of traditions 
only. It's an exciting kind of life and 
a relationship." 

·Wherever they go, they listen be­
fore speaking. They hear people who 
aren't used to being heard, respect 
people who aren't used to being re­
spected, build up families that have 
only experienced being worn down by 
hunger and poverty. That opens a lot 
of doors. Pegram explains. 

"We hope that every time we meet 
somebody's needs, every encounter 
we have, we'll raise three questions 
(in people's minds): 'Why are you 
doing this? What's the God like that 
calls you to do this?' And, 'How can 
I know more about that God?'" 

This strategy has resulted in hun­
dreds of new churches in the Philip­
pines through the work of the Rural 
Life Center. Pegram hopes it will have 
the same impact in places still un­
touched.by the gospel. 

Missionaries flee Albania to work in war-ravaged Bosnia 
Continued from page 1 
of the Hartleys- refugees of sorts 
themselves-has not gone unnoticed. 
"You understand our situation. You' re 
refugees too," one Bosnian woman 
told them. 

International Mission Board work­
ers ministered throughout the former 
Yugoslavia during five years of war 
and spent almost $3 million on hu­
manitarian aid, channeling funds 
through local Baptists whose aid or­
ganizations kept thousands of people 
alive. Croatian Baptists began holding 
evangelistic crusades in Tuzla, follow­
ing up on contacts made as they de­
livered food and supplies during the 

war. Scores of people responded to the 
gospel. 

Soon after a measure of peace set­
tled over the region, the 1MB sent six 
missionary couples into Bosnia to wit­
ness and make contacts with people. 
Two of these couples had served in 
the Tuzla area: Wayne and Florence 
Frederick transferred temporarily 
from France and Jim and Jean Leeper 
transferred temporarily from Germa­
ny. 

Gale Hartley pulls out a tattered, 
well-marked list of hundreds of peo­
ple these two couples had contacted 
and began drawing into Bible studies. 
Hartley spends many of his days 
trudging up and down the steps of 
high-rise apartment buildings to talk, 
witness and lead Bible studies, most-
y oasea on tne grounaorealmlg wor 

of his missionary colleagues. 
He says Bosnians are still haunted 

by the war. Many are walking wound­
ed, with horrible memories bottled up 
inside. Most are nonpracticing Mus­
lims living without faith. 

Bosnians don't respond as quickly 
to the gospel as Albanians. "When you 
begin talking to somebody, they first 

TIME OUT Family time helps the Gale Hartley family relieve the stresses of evacuating 
• I. • • I I lt • • • _ ~ • I ... • 

want to know which side you're on. 
Nobody trusts anybody. Trust is one 
of the war's casualties," Hartley says. 

But he can point to a growing 
group of believers who have put their 
remaining trust in Christ. 

Bozo Zuric, a coal miner,leads one 
local group. "We have just eight bap-

tized believers and they want to begin 
a church," Hartley said. "The govern­
ment told us we had to have 30 mem­
bers bef9re we could register. So Bozo 
says, 'That's great! We just need to 
find 22 others!' 

"So that's what we're doing," 
. Hartley said. 
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NATION 
Clinton asks clergy to work toward racial harmony 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- With­
in 50 years, no single race will com­
prise a majority in the United States, 
President Bill Clinton reminded ap­
proximately 120 religious leaders at 
a White House breakfast Nov. 20. 

Such diversity will test the na­
tion's ideals, Clinton told the reli­
gious leaders. "The scholars have 
said for 200 years that America was 
not about race or a place, it was 
about an idea," he said. "We're 
about to find out. And we had best 
be ready." 

The religious leaders represented 
Christian, Jewish, Islamic and other 
faiths. During a nearly two-hour pri­
vate meeting with Clinton, they dis­
cussed racial initiatives and other is­
sues. Neither Clinton nor religious 
leaders brought up controversial top­
ics including affirmative action and 
abortion, participants reported. 

Clinton holds one or two ecumen­
ical breakfasts a year. The last was in 
January. -

During a portion of the meeting 
open to the press, Clinton said he 
wanted to discuss race with religious 
leaders because the administration has 

an obligation to think about issues if that decision is informed by, driven 
which will affect the next generation. by, embraced by and advanced by 
"I think it is a sign of strength if a so- people of faith in our country." 
ciety can examine its problems before Clinton thanked the religious lead­
they become a festering sore that peo- ers for working together for enactment 
pie who are otherwise uninvolved of the Religious Freedom Restoration 
have to face," he said. Act of 1993 and education guidelines 

Clinton said the country "started to clarify what religious expression is 
with a Constitutien that we couldn't allowed under current law by public­
live up to-just like none of us live school officials and students. 
up perfectly to the holy Scriptures that The 1993- law bolstering prptec-
we profess to believe in." tions for -religious practice was de-

He explained: "After all, we said dared unconstitutional by the Su­
all men are created equal, but you preme Court. Clinton noted that he 
can't vote unless you're a white male issued an executive order instructing 
landowner. I mean that's where we federal officials to apply the principles 
started. We're a long way from that of that law to protect the religious 
today." practices of federal employees. 

The growing racial diversity in the Clinton also applauded the reli-
country is leading to more diversity gious community for its work on the 
in America's religious landscape as issue of global religious persecution. 
well, Clinton said. • He said religious groups provide 

"We know what we're going to important services for families and 
look like- the demographics can tell children in transition from welfare to 
us that. But they can't tell us what work and applauded the religious 
we're going to be 1.iKe. That's .a deci- leaders' involvement in his welfare­
sion we have to make," the president to-work initiatives. 
said. This gathering was .more racially 

"And I am persuaded that we will diverse than previous meetings, ac­
be an infinitely better, stronger nation cording to James Dunn, executive di-

Moon's empire grows while church shrinks 
WASHINGTON (RNS)-Mem­

bership in Sun Myung Moon's Unifi­
cation Church continues to decline, 
even as his multibillion-dollar reli­
gious empire continues to grow,-the 
Washington Post reported in a series 
of in-depth articles on the controver­
sial movement. 

In the Washington, D.C., area 
alone, the newspaper said, Moon's 
church controls more than $300 mil­
lion in commercial, political and cul­
tural enterprises. 

Among the holdings is the Wash­
ington Times, the liberal Post's con­
servative newspaper competition for 
local circulation. 

The Post stories coincided with the 
week-long "World Culture and Sports 
Festival ill." That was scheduled to 
culminate Nov. 29 with a "blessing" 
ceremony at Washington's R.F.K. 
Stadium at which Moon would bless 
as many as 30,000 couples renewing 
their marriage vows or being married 
at that time. 

The couples need not be Unifica- wide." 
tion Church members, and Moon's "They are in steep decline," said 
organization said members of all Marvin Borderlon, president of the 
faiths were amo.ng the blessed. Mar- American Conference on Religious 
riage and family play a central role in . fy.lovements. The Rockville, Md., 
Unification Church theology. ' gtoup fights discrimin·ation against 

Moon claims Jesus failed as a mes- new religions and is, according to the 
siah because he did not establish a Post, largely funded by the Unifica-
family. tion Church. 

Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Na- Despite the reported decline of the 
tion oflslam, was scheduled to speak church, Moon's business holdings 
at the stadium, and singer Whitney continue to grow. 
Houston was slated to perform. Cou- According to the Post, Moon's glo­
ples were asked to pay $70 to attend bal holdings include huge tracts of 
the event, but the Post reported that land in South America, where the 
the church would accept as little as Korean-born religious leader was said 
$10 in order to fill the stadium. to be refocusing his energies after de-

Other festival events include aca- ciding that Americans have not em­
demic conferences and cultural and braced his message. In South Korea 
sporting events designed to promote alone, Moon's holdings were report­
"world peace through ideal families." ed to top $1 billion. 

The Unification Church claims Moon founded his controversial 
about 50,000 members in the United church-considered by some to be a 
States, but the Post, citing unnamed destructive cult- in 1954. In 1982, he 
current and former members, said "the was convicted of tax evasion and 
actual figure is closer to 3,000 natio~- spent 13 months in federal prison. 

Newspaper says Lyons had secret bank account 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (RNS)­

The St. Petersburg Times has report­
ed that more than $1 million intended 
for the National Baptist Convention 
USA wound up in a secret bank ac­
count under the control of Henry Ly­
ons, the denomination's president, and 
a one-time employee, Bernice Ed­
wards. 

The account at the Guaranty Bank 
in Milwaukee, Wis., was used by Ly­
ons and Edwards to buy a waterfront 
home and a diamond ring, the news: 
paper reported last month. • 

Lyons has been under fire in the 
denomination for alleged per~onal and 
financial improprieties but an effort to 
oust him as president during the de­
nomination's convention this summer 
failed. 

According to the newspaper report, 
the Wisconsin account was opened by 

Josephine Hicks, who owns a Mil­
waukee diner, at the behest of Ed­
wards, a longtime friend. 

Hicks, however, said that when she 
became aware of the large wire trans­
fers of funds going in and out of the 
account, she became uncomfortable. 
She closed the account more than a 
• year ago, Associated Press quoted the 
Times as reporting. 

Lyons, however, denied having 
any control over the Wisconsin ac­
count. "Only Mrs. Hicks and Ms. Ed­
wards had access to the funds in the 
underlying bank account," Lyons said 
in a written response to questions. 

Calvin Butts, pastor of the presti­
gious Abyssinian Baptist Church in 
New York' s Harlem, warned that the 
National Baptist Convention USA 
could divide over the scandals sur­
rounding Lyon's leadership. 

"The leadership is woefully inade­
quate, corrupt and untrustworthy," 
Butts told Ecumenical News Interna­
tional. "We hope that federal and state 
authorities will continue with their in­
vestigations, and maybe that will lead 
to indictments." 

Butts was ·among the dissidents 
who sought to force Lyons' resigna­
tion as head of the 8 million-member 
denomination. The calls for Lyons' 
resignation came after his wife, Deb­
orah Lyons, was arrested July 6 for 
setting fire to a house jointly owned ' 
by her husband and Edwards in a St. 
Petersburg, Fla., suburb. 

Butts said if the continuing probe 
of Lyons by federal and state authori­
ties did not result in indictments 
against the church leaders, "many of 
us will seek to establish something 
else." 

rector of the Baptist Joint Committee, 
who has attended all five breakfasts 
for religious leaders. 

Some other participants at t_he 
White House meeting included: Del­
lanna O'Brien, executive director of 
the Southern Baptist Womans Mis­
sionary Union; Tony Campolo, pro­
fessor of sociology at Eastern College 
in St. Davids, Pa.; T.B. Boyd ill, pub­
lisher of the National Baptist Union 
Review; Joan Brown Campbell, gen­
eral secretary of the National Council 
of the Churches of Christ; Brian Har­
bour, pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Richardson, Texas; Wintley Phipps, 
congressional liaison for the Seventh­
day Adventist Church; Wallace 
Charles Smith, pastor of Shiloh Bap­
tist Church in Washington D.C.; and 
Progressive National Baptist Conven- • 
tion leaders Tyrone Pitts and Bennett 
Smith. 

For the first time, the head of the 
predominantly homosexual Universal 
Fellowship of Metropolitan Commu­
nity Churches, Troy Perry, was 
among the guests at the breakfast. 

With additional reporting by Religion 
News Service 

"The scholars have 
said for 200 years 
that America was 
not about race or a 
place, it was about 
an idea. We're 
about to find out. 
And we had best 
be ready." 
President Bill Clinton 

;;;}~;;(~1~,~~t~f?;JJi'['.ff/i,J,7/h-lJ; 
< about Mormo11s aren't correc 

ATLANTA (BP)-'."·former President Jimmy Carter i 
~ntitled to be wrong when itcomes to statements attrib 
• to him concerning Mormonism; his pastor said. 

> ,_ Carter, who sign.ifi~~ntly raised th~ profile of eva -­
rs;'christianity in general Mq ~9.uJbtm Baptists in pa 
;.\. during the• 1970s, Wi:\S quotefas .. sayhig $Qµther 
Ytu, • .;; ·,;ff.ttie'ni~rkJnth;,;ii'"·' > •• ,•·, .:-..: ;. < > .a•< ,.,, -._ ., •• ,._ 

:

1tR~(~ 
; <• ; ~" : ?? ,ri~i~~$ 

c-'.rriariyleaclers-now, I .• Ul!IIP., ' 

_esiiuthe.rp;~apt,ii3.t fonvention.and 
-inothen~onventiO'ns, are trying to 
asth~Prya(isees did who were 

'-,C __ --__ . _-- < - condemned by Christ, in.trying to .7 

!" de.fioe whd can and whg C!lllQPt' be coQs_ietered an- acceptaplI 
'.C.pEfrson in the eyesot·Gqq,''.hf~a.rd. \'ln:otherwords;)hey'J~ 

rnaking'judgments 'on -_be.~alf A:f'@OP: • 'Jhink. that's .·~roQg/ f;; / :, 
'.,/f \ Bu.t Qan, ·Ariail, ,pastor :ot .~~r~natha ,B<1ptist Churcn::io<t )'-LA 
if;~lains, .Ga;{Wh_ere Carter)§ RpQVJnJbrteaching Sundc1• ' 

:,schooton a regular basis, said he disagrees both with -• 
,:t Carter's_ reported views as well as the statement that.his 
. church would not be trying tO convert Mormons. 

In tact, Ariail said, he plans to use in' his church ."The 
• Mormon Puzzle/ a video;and curric(jlOm resou·rce developed 

,.- by the Southern Baptist-North ' American Mission Board to . --
,. <help educate Christians about .Mormon beliefs. .. _ _ ,/ 
'- -- __ i,I would disagree with (President Carter) in the most bqs_ic > 

• '<way, but he is entitled to.his opinion , .. he has a right to be 
wrong,'' Ariail said. Sharing the biblical gospel wit~ Mormons; 
Ariail said•, "ls nofafront~burner tssue here but we need ,to 
share-the gospel with them and I would certainly try." 
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NATION 
Scholars look at church response to abused women 

"The contemporary 
church needs to 

realize that 
although they 

regard the family 
as sacred ... it is 
not always safe." 

Nancy Nason-Clark, 
author of "The Battered 

Wife: How Christians 
Confront Family 

Violence" 

By Adelle Banks 
-Religion News Service 

SAN DIEGO (RNS)- Nancy 
Nason-Clark has seen both sides of the 
way people in churches react to re­
ports of sexual abuse. 

She cites one example of an office 
manager in a denominational head­
quarters who_ also is a battered wife. 
The woman's husband, however, is 
viewed by clergy as "a fine Christian 
man" incapable of such acts as beat­
ing his wife' s head against a cabinet. 

But the sociologist also cites the 
actions of some members of women's 
groups in conservative churches who 
quietly, and without the knowledge of 
their pastor, support transitional hous­
ing or provide shelter in their own 
homes for abused women. 

Still, "a pervasive holy hush oc­
curs" around the issue of abuse, said 
Nason-Clark, author of "The Battered 
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Wife: How Christians Confront Fam­
ily Violence." 

"The contemporary church needs 
to realize that although they regard the 
family as sacred .. . it is not always 
safe," Nason-Clark said. 

She organized one of two sessions 
on abuse and religion at the joint Nov. 
7-9 meeting of the Society for the Sci­
entific Study of Religion and the Re­
ligious Research Association. 

According to Nason-Clark' s stud­
ies of 250 women in conservative 
churches in eastern Canada, the ma­
jority had helped abused women. 
One-fifth had offered a bed for the 
night for a woman who was afraid to 
return home, 

Nason-Clark said her findings 
demonstrate an area that has not re­
ceived enou·gh attention by some 
scholars. "As secular feminists, we 
have been partially blinded to the 
community of empowerment that re-

ligious congregations offer," she said. 
But, she said, a number of obsta­

cles prevent churches from getting 
more involved in the sensitive issue. 

Pastors often are reluctant to ad­
dress family abuse from the pulpit, 
because they fear offending men 
whom they are seeking to attract to 
worship services and other church 
activities, she said. 

In addition, some pastors feel ill ­
equipped to deal with the topic, even 
thou·gh they spend significant 
amounts of time offering pastoral 
counseling. Seminary courses dealing 
with abuse, she said, are not well­
attended unless they are mandatory. 
When seminary students graduate to 
pastor's offices, they "suddenly say, 
'Whoa, this is a problem, What are we 
going to do about this?"' 

Some clergy are hesitant to refer 
women to secular counselors and oth­
ers view divorce as a sign not only of 

failure on· the part of the couple but 
on the part of the clergy themselves 
to produce reconciliation. 

But women in the pews, she said, 
are already intimately aware of the 
abuse problems in their midst. 

"Women's knowledge of this issue 
is completely and absolutely framed 
by their experience with other wom­
en," said Nason-Clark, a sociology 
professor at the University of New 
Brunswick in Fredericton. "It's not 
book knowledge." 

Several of the experts urged accep­
tance by clergy of abuse claims, for 
many abused women will not ever 
disclose their abuse a second time if 
the first instance is met with disbelief. 

"I tell my students, don't even say, 
'That's unbelievable,"' said Livezey, 
who began co-teaching one of the first 
seminary courses on sexual. violence 
in 197 5. "What she hears is one more 
person that doesn't believe her." 

Judge grants holiday reprieve for Baptist homeless ministry. 
BUENA PARK, Calif. (RNS)­

An Orange County, Calif., judge last 
week granted a reprieve to 70 home­
less people sheltered at a church led 
by a controversial Southern Baptist 
pastor, allowing them to stay put until 
after the holiday season. 

In July, an Orange County Superi­
or Court jury reluctantly convicted 
Pastor Wiley D~ak;e !!Jld.his church on 
four counts of misdemeanor ,b1,1il<;ling 

• code violations for his Here's Hope 
Social Ministry Center, which shelters 
and feeds the poor. 

Drake said Nov. 25 that he still re- Attorneys for Drake and city offi-
fuses to move the people off the prop- cials Monday told Prickett that 70 peo­
erty. pie were still living in the church's 

"I' m not gonna kick anybody off. shelter or in campers in its parking lot. 
Read my lips- I' m not gonna take Prickett said "there has to be a line 
anybody off," said Drake, pastor of drawn" for how much help the church 
First Southern Baptist Church of Bue- can give the homeless. 
na Park, six miles from Disneyland. Based on an agreement reached 

He was sentenced in July to 1,500 between Drake and city prosecutors, 
hours of community service-which . the judge gave Drake until Jan. 5 to 
Superior Court Judge Gregg Prickett pare the number of home1ess· staying 
gave him credit for through his church at his church to 52. 
work- and ordered to resolve the on- For now, Drake, 54, is planning a 
going dispute with city officials. Christmas party for them. 

·~-==1·_-_:;__._ .. 
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We May Be Building Your Next Home ... 
and ifs almost finished. • 

If you appreciate the best in retirement living, it's-quite possible we're 
building your next home. It's Oxmoor Lodge Retirement Residence, 
and it has more comforts than you can imagine. 

Your affordable monthly rent will include: • a spacious studio, one­
or two-bedroom apartment • three delicious meals a day • Resident 
Managers • paid utilities • housekeeping and linen service • planned 
activities • local transportation and much more. 

It's just the way you'd build the ideal retirement residence - and it's 
almost ready for you to move in. Visit Oxmoor Lodge now and choose 
your apartment while selection is best. There are no buy-in fees or leases, 
and a refundable $100 deposit will hold the apartment of your choice. 

Call (502) 425-2402 today for more information or stop by for your 
personal tour. Your new home is almost finished. 

O~!!J2!l!.J:£!!f ge 
8021 Christian Court • Louisville, Kentucky 40222 

(502) 425-2402 
Holiday Retirement Corp. - Serving Seniors Since 1971 ~ 
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·The.purpose of Proj~~t HELP;_ 
Cultural Diversity, tb.e 1997-
98 Woman's Missionary 
. Union . national tjiinistry 

Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting 
April 24-25, 1998 

project,· is to lead 
Christian believers to 
become aware of, 

ir · ·:..;;.:.~ 
{ •:·~· ~ ' 

, '.; '~1. 
.~. ;{,, 

Theme: Missions on the Brink 

appteciate, accept and 
• affirm various culture 
groups with a goal toward 

. _.,,y,:'. , 

Sessions at 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 7 a.m. Friday; 
8:50 a.m.- noon Saturday 

"'Spiritual uhity'''in the midst of 
'div~rsity that •eads to actions ad4ressing 

, ·racial/cultutal prejudice and reconciliation: Westport Road Baptist Church 
9705 Westport Road, Louisville 

~~ prc,ject, recognizes the value of fUlture 
ii( groups...::people from various 'backgrounds 
;~ho .share values and behaviors. 

What is 'teconciliation? Reconciliation is 
; accepti~g the teachings of Christ to bring 

• • peopl~ together in love, respect and joy. 

Goals of project: 

♦ for the individual to recogniie and become con-
victed of the .personal nature of reconciliation . .. ·J' 

P' tha'.t'b~gids wiflt 'on~'s.· cofuihltfu.'' en't to Gott'aitd '.-. "'. $H,< /•·• flLJ iv c.,~u,, 

r, continues 'in ~ iiiesifie°of c6~ itminf1 to o'ffiers""'"" • • "1",J ·~- -~ -,- ~ 
as a witness to the world. 

♦ For the church to examine and uplift the biblical 
basis of reconciliation as an integral part of the 
mandate for evangelism and provide a fellowship 
of acceptance for all believers and their calls to 
Christian witness. • 

Here are some ways you and your church can 
prepare for Project f!ELP: Cultural Diverstty: 

♦ Use the Project HELP: Cultural Diversity Resource 
Kit's Personal Prayer Inventory and Church 
Prayer Project 

♦ Conduct a cultural-crossroads w~rkshop. 
♦ Encourage members to read Many Nations Under 

God or hold a churt;hwide book study. 
♦ Show the video On Common Ground. ' 

~ien anJ.:Ptln;,;, 
Missionaries 
East PMica 

I 

·· '' • (atl'I an~ii)
1 

Missionaries 
N\eiico 

Kentu 
Oirector 

Mission Friends and GA 
Leaders Retreat 

March 13-14, 1998 
Cedarmore· 

Featured speaker: Kathy Burns, experienced preschool and 
children's specialist and WMU Missions Innovator from 
Birmingham, Ala. 

♦ Conduct a 9ay of. Ret:onciliation. }:'eb. 8,,,"Race 
llelations" and "Focus on WMU" Sunday, is a 

·••·. suggeste4; ~atfr'. 

• ' • , a 1 • I • : ·llJ 
Conference topics include: Using activities with preschoolers, GAs and WorldVentures, spiritual growth 

Kay Trisler 
Executive 
Director 
Kentucky WMU 

for the leader, ministry projects for children and much more. 

Kentucky WMU: A ro~e by any other name 
"Delight yourself in the Lord and beauty of t~e rose depends on so 

he fhall give you the desires of your many different things. It is amazing 
heart" PsalmJ7:4 (NIV). I thank God to me to look at the displeasing condi­
for the opportunity to have served in tion of the plant in the early spring 
this place at this time in my journey. and then watch how with hard work, 
For people I have met, for what I have tender loving care and the blessing of 
found out about myself, for con;ecti~n, •. God's creation in the form of rain and 
for encouragement, {or growth_. in my , sun, a beautifµl rqse :i.S produced. 
faith, for friendships, for' failures, for • ' • . : -
successes, I am grateful.. May I never Through -the years, we have 
forget the things that I. have learned watched Woman"s Missionary_ Union 
during these past two years! grow and bloom into a beautiful rose. 

During .the years there have been 
For the past few years I have been times when we had to "start in the 

learning about growing roses. It is not spring" when dreams, plans and pro­
easy to produce a beautiful rose. The grams seemed impossible and yet with 

prayer, hard work and courage we 
have kept to the task and accom­
plished our purpose. There always 
have been challenges, but they often 
have been changed into opportunities. 

' 
Changing lifestyles and new tech­

nology affect the way we do WMU in 
the church today. Kentucky WMU has 
a dedicated staff and executive board, 
and they seek to provide support to 
WMU organizations in the church. 
Pray with them as they look at the 
best ways to do training, program for 
state meetings, schedule age-level 

. events, provide good communication 

to leaders, strengthen relationships 
with the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
and its agencies and institutions, plan 
for special ministries and most of all 
seek God's will. While WMU always 
will be a rose, it may be a different 
variety-but just as beautiful. 

Thank y~u for the opportunity to 
serve with you and thank you forJour 
love and encouragement. . I fin en­
couragement in reflection on what we 
have done together in the past and joy 

. and excitement in the possibilities that 
are ahead. I will be praying with you. 



STIIITWO■ 

By Denise Jones 

♦ Did you know that in 1995-96 Ken­
tucky had 82 Adults on Mission organiza­
tions involving nearly 1,200 people? The 
numbers for 1996-97 are just beginning to 
be compiled, but one thing is sure-the to­
. tal will be substantially larger than last year 
when the final figures are tabulated. 

Requests for information on co-ed or­
ganizations come to our office reg­
ularly. If your church is interest­
fld jp on~ or- more of the co-ed 
or,ganizations, mark your calen­
dar now for the first-ever co-ed 
training session in Kentucky set 

treat evaluation 
forms, several _ 
changes have been ' 
made to the 1998 
retreat · schedules. 
Please take note of 
these changes: 
♦ Oct. 2-3 Women on Mission/Adults on 
Mission Retreat, Cedarmore 
♦ Oct. 9-10 Women on Mission/Kentucky 

BNF Retreat, Cedarmore 
♦ Oct. 16-17 Women on Mission/ 
Adults on Mission Retreat, Jonathan 
Creek 
♦ Oct. 17-18 Women on Mission 
Retreat, Jonathan Creek 

for April 4; 1998, in Elizabeth­
town. Another session will be 

Also please note that in 1999, 
the Jonathan Creek retre?.ts will 
tentatively be offered on separate 
weekends. • offered Sept. 12, 1998, in Rich- noM 

mond. Registration information . 
is located on page 3-A of Ken- Ll , Plan now for these events: 
tucky Notes. 

ON MISSION ♦ Nov. 30-Dec. 7, Week of Prayer 
♦ Thank you, thank you, thank you for for International Missions and Lottie Moon 
helping to make the Women on Mission/ Christmas Offering. 
Adults on Mission retreats such as success 
this year! A gifted group of speakers re- ♦ Feb. 8-4, Focus on WMU 
ceived outstanding evaluation marks from 
participants and the talent shows were al- ♦ Feb. 15-8, North American Mission Study 
temately outrageously funny, deeply mov- -
ing and sweetly touching. Thank you for ♦ March 1-8, Week of Prayer for Home Mis­
working so hard to make us laugh and help sions and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 
us worship. Next year we hope to top the 
'97 retreats! 

In response to your comments on the re-

By Brenda Price 

MISSION [RIENDS 

♦ April 24-25, Kentucky WMU Annual Meet­
ing, Westport Road Baptist Church, Louis­
ville. ·, 

or $10.50 per girl 
per year . . . ap­
proximately the 
cost of two beanie 

♦ Do people in your church know babies. Remember, 
about Mission Friends? Focus on WMU, Feb. while beanie ba-
8-14, will be an opportunity to help the hies are a tempo-
church recognize Mission Friends as a rary fad, WorldVentures has eternal signifi-
part of WMU. Plan with the church . cance. 
WMU director using ideas in Janu- • 
ary-February-March Start and the Q: Why are WorldVentures 5 and 6 
1997-98 WMU Year Book, pages packaged together? 
25-27. • ~ • - A: Effective last September, national 

• WMU reduced the price for WorldVen-
♦ Don't forget the home mission tures 5 and 6 from $10.95 to $7.95. 
study this quarter! The unit of study for all When they sell the existing inventory, they 
ages of preschoolers is available in the will repackage the material to be sold sepa-
1997-98 International and North Ameri- rately. • 
can Mission Studies for Preschoolers. 

♦ Come, go with me to the Mission 
Friends and GA Leaders Retreat, March 13· 
14, 1998, at Cedarmore. 

Q: Is the patch still available? 
A: Patches will continue to be available di­
rectly from national WMU. Customers can 
order them by calling (800) 968-7301. A 

number of churches in our state have extra 
GIRLS IN ACTION .. atches. Contact Brenda Price at the 

Kentucky WMU office at (502) 244-♦ Have GAs in your church begun • .. 6485 if you have extra patches or if 
working on WorldVentures? Vari- you need some. · 
ous questions relating to WorldVen- • 
tures are being asked across our state: Be sure to remember: 

• ♦ Mission Friends and GA Leaders Retreat, 
Q: Is WorldVentures too expensive? March 13-14, 1998, at Cedarmore. 
A: It is more expensive, but you are get­
.ing more for your money. Consider it an 
flvestment in the future of your girls. 

·iv'hen you break down the figures, it is eas­
ier to understand. For one leader and 10 
~iris to go through the six-year program 
:-om first through sixth grades, the cost is 

~630.20. This works out to $63.02 per girl 

♦ GA and Children in Action Missions Event, 
Saturday, April 25, during the WMU Annual 
Meeting at Westport Road Baptist Church, 
Louisville. The cost is $1 per person attend­
ing. No pre-registration for the event is re­
quired. Further information will be in the 
next Kentucky Notes. 

By Julie Keith 

♦ Project HELP: Cultural Diversity and 
Acteens VENTURE '98. Acteens are a very 
special part of the WMU organization so they 
should be a part of Focus on WMU, Feb. 8-
14, 1998. A great way to link Project HELP: 
Cultural Diversity and Focus on WMU is for 
Acteens to participate in VENTURE '98. On 
Feb. 7, national WMU is encouraging thou­
sands of teenage girls across the country to 
minister to the various needs of 
those in their communities 
who are from different cul­
tural backgrounds. 

♦ Snider-Creal Act­
eens Scholarships. Ap­
plications are available 
from the Kentucky WMU of­
fice. Deadline: Feb. 1, 1998. 

♦ Creative Ministries. Come to the 1998 
Creative Ministries Festival March 6-7 at 
Southern Seminary in Louisville to explore 
new and exciting ways to involve your teens 
in missions. The cost is just $40 per church 
or $20 for an individual. This is excellent 
training for Acteens Activators and youth 
groups preparing for mission trips. A bro­
chure about this conference will be mailed 
to Acteens advisors in January. 

♦ 1998 North American Youth Mission 
Study: Rollin' on the River. This exciting 
study will teach your youth about the strug­
gles facing their peers who live in the Missis-

By Anna Mary Byrdwell 

♦ Seasons of Prayer. This Season of Inter­
national Missions and emphasis on the Lot­
tie Moon Christmas Offering provides the life 
blood for our missionaries around the world. 
Encourage your people to pray diligently and 
give sacrificially in order to provide the nec­
essary support. 

Following the International Missions em­
phasis in December, all plans for the North 
American Missions emphasis will be 
made and implemented. In the fab­
ric department of Wal-Mart and larg­
er fabric stores look for a fabric pan­
el map of the United States. Think 
of ways to use this as a visual to 
show how you progress toward 
your church's Annie Armstrong Eas­
ter Offering goal. The North Ameri­
can Mission Study will help your 
church become informed about min­
istries that are meeting the needs of 
people along the Mississippi River. 

See your 1997-98 WMU Year 
Book, pages 21-24, for ideas that 
will be fun and also will help your folks learn 
more about what they can do to benefit oth­
ers. 

♦ Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting. As 
WMU director, you can be the determining 
factor in how many people from your church 
participate in the Kentucky WMU Annual 
Meeting at Westport Road Baptist Church in 
Louisville in April. Your interest and enthu­
siasm can lead others from your area to get 
involved. Choose a motel from the list found 
in this Kentucky Notes. Make reservations 
now for the April meeting. 

sippi River Minis­
try area and how 
Christ can make a 
difference in any­
one's life. 

♦ Kentucky Act­
eens Advisory Panel. Meet your 1998 Ken­
tucky Acteens Advisory Panel: Katie Alcott, 
First Baptist Church, Murray; Meredith Burgh­
er, Northside Baptist Church, Princeton; 

Meredith Carter, Okolona Baptist 
Church, Louisville; Andrea 

Honeycutt, First Baptist 
Church, Somerset; Missy 

rn Mahurin, St. Matthews 
Baptist Church, Louisville; 
Nichoel Pedigo, Middle­

ton Baptist Church, Frank-
lin; Jennifer Royalty, First 

Baptist Church, Lawrence­
burg; Amy Travis, First Baptist 

Church, Murray. (Applications for the 1999 
Kentucky State Acteens Advisory Panel are 
available from the Kentucky WMU office.) 

♦ 1998 Acteens Activators applica­
tions. These applications must be post­
marked to the Kentucky WMU office by 
Dec. 15, 1997. 

♦ NAC '98 update. Kentucky NAC t-shirts 
are in the designing process. More infor­
mation about these shirts will be mailed 
out after the first of the year. Shirts will 
be between $7-10 each. 

♦ Volunteers in 
Missions Day: r 
Feb. 22. Many 
Kentuckians have 
been involved in 
Partnership Mis­
sions over the past several years, beginning 
with our partnership with Kenya in 1985. 
Most recently, Kentucky Baptists have been 
involved in volunteer trips to Russia and 

New England. Talk with your pas­
tor about asking someone who 
has been involved in .a missions 
trip to share their experiences 
with your church. If you do not 
know someone, contact us or the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention Part­
nership office. This could be a 
springboard toward folks from 
your church taking a missions trip. 

Preparation for projects for 
next summer is in full swing. If 
you or someone from your church 
has an interest in a project during 
1998, contact the Partnership Of­

fice (502) 244-6462. 

♦ Sincere Appreciation. I could never 
express to you the special warmth I feel 
because so many of you gave to the Ken­
tucky WMU Heritage Fund following the 
death of my father in June. He liked flow­
ers, but having been a church treasurer and 
life-long missions supporter, he would be 
so pleased that more than $500 was invest­
ed in his memory. I encourage you to re­
member the Heritage Fund as a way to 
honor or memorialize a special person. 

L__------- - - - --- ----------------------- ------------ ----~ 
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COlUN& EVEll'S 
Project HELP: Child Advocacy Kentucky report 

Mission Friends and 
GA Leaders Retreat 
March 13-14, 1998 

Send to: 
Cedarmore Baptist Assembly, Box 
37, Bagdad, KY 40003-0037 

Lodging: Boone Lodge 
2 per room, each person $40.50 
3 per room, each person $39.50 
4 per room, each person $37.50 

Cost includes three meals and a $4 
program fee per person 

Church: 

Person Sending Reservation: 

Telephone (daytime): 

Address: 

Additional Persons: 

NOTE: $19.00 per person registra- • 
tion fee must accompany reserva­
tion. Cancellation must be made 
two weeks prior to event for full 
refund; or 48 hours in advance for 

Association 

Anderson 
Bethel 
Blackford 
Blood River 
Booneville 
Breckinridge 
Central 
Daviess-McLean 
East Lynn 
Elkhorn 

. Enterprise 
Franklin 
Freedom 
Grayson County 
Green Valley 
Greenup 
Laurel River 
Little Bethel 
Little River 
Logan 
Long Run 
Muhlenberg 
Nelson 
Northern Kentucky 
Ohio County 
Owen County 
Pulaski 
Russell County 
Russell Creek 
Salem 
Severns Valley 
Shelby 
Sulphur Fork 
Tates Creek 
Taylor 
Ten Mile 
Three Forks 
Union 
Upper Cumberland 
Warren 
West Union 
TOTALS 

Churches 
Reportin,: 
I 
26 
2 
7 -
21 
2 
I 
I 
I 
8 
,} 

2 
I 
IO 
18 
2 
2 

. 2 
23 
21 
5 
44 
13 
8 
8 
24 
53 
18 
11 
16 
3 
25 
I 
2 
l 
15 
2 
16 
41 
43 

_ I ' . 
, 502 · 

Hours 
Pled,:ed 
0 
0 
0 
1624 
0 
0 
0 
0 
48 
22 
0 
0 
0 
0 
240 
130 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
140 
0 
0 
50 
0 
0 
2500 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
48 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 , 
4802 

Hours 
Given 
-0-

17202 
100 
23659 
263 
0 
0 
0 
1000 
5066 
0 
62.5 
0 
20134 
2528.50 
136 
6 
0 
8 
0 
225 
140 
0 
257 
85 
0 
8071 
22162.50 
130 
0 
200 
0 
1048 
100 
100 
291 
0 
0 
0 
1196 
12000 , 
103270.50 

National 
Givin,: 
0 
2823.23 
4000 
1148.38 
75 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1000.06 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
221 
30 
25 
0 
0 
600 
184 
50 
164 
27.83 
0 
18139.66 
0 
602 
0 
0 
390.51 
0 
0 
0 
110 
300 
134.02 
0 
1560 
0 , 
27984.69 

State 
Givin,: 
0 
188.23 
498 
884 
50 
16 
0 
0 
0 
2080 
0 

• 50 
25 
4091.63 
647.50 
320 
0 
110 
0 
0 
713.50 
0 
0 
312 
1135 
50 
16000 
100 
0 
0 
0 
2452.91 
0 
0 
0 
2304.26 
345 
0 
0 
1955.75 
145 
34328.78 

Local 
Givin,: 
0 
961 
0 
1032 
579.95 
0 
0 
0 
0 
298.50 
0 
194 
o · 
1229 
2513.59 
320 
436 
25 
184.01 
154 
785.50 
59.72 
260 
413 
360 
0 
29277 
25360.16 
1365 
0 
2400 
845.61 
0 
140 
0 
0 
90 
0 
IOI 
2845 

,,0 
72229.04 

First in Kentucky! 
April4,1998 
Elizabethtown 

Adults on Mission, 
Youth on Mission and 
Children in Action 
leaders will come to­
gether at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Eliz­
abethtown for a time 
of training and shar­
ing experiences .on 
Saturday April .. ~' 
1988. Kentucky has 
many churches in­
volved in missions 
through coed organi­
zations. 

This is a time to share 
your successes and 
discuss what can help 
you to better DO mis­
sions. Conference 
time is 9:30-12 noon. 

The cost for attending 
is $5. Contact the 
WMU office at (502) 
244-6485 or Box 
4365-69, Louisville, 
Ky. 40253-6569 for 
more information. 

hlO'/ l/J _tr'fh Ii· ... 

(502) 425-8010 
$40 + tax flat rate 
cut-off date 3/24/98 a $7 refund. L __________ .J 

,::-,,:'-'"':\1: 

fy l'7M:U Annual Meeting 
. Salt Lake City /June 7-8 

When making hotel reserva­
tions, please state that you 
are with Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union in order to 
receive the listed rate. 

Louisville Mariott East 
1903 Embassy Square Blvd 
Louisville, KY 
(502) 499-6220 
$79 + tax flat rate 

Microtel 
1221 Kentucky Mills Lane 
Louisville, KY 40299 
(502) 266-6590 
1-888-333-8188 

Club Hotel Double Tree 
9700 Bluegrass Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40299 
(502) 491-4830 
$ 79 + tax flat rate 
cut-off date 3/25/98 

Comfort Suites Hotel 
1850 Resource Way 
Louisville, KY 40299 
(502) 266-6509 

Holiday Inn Hurstbourne 
1325 Hurstbourne Lane 
Louisville, KY 40222 
(502) 426-2600 

Salt Palace Convention Center 
•. ··· Sessions: Sunday 2:30 p.m. 
•• ,.,, Sunday 7 p.m. 

Monday 9:30 a.m. 
Monday 2 p.m. 
Monday 7 p.m. 

Wilson Inn East 
9802 Bunsen Way 
Louisville, KY 40299 
(502) 499-0000 
$47 + tax double 
$57 +tax suite 
cut-off date 3/24/98 
use code - KWM 

cut-off date 4/10/98 

Fairfield Inn 
9400 Blairwood Road 
Louisville, KY 40222 
(502) 339-1900 
$67 +· tax flat rate 
cut-off date 3/24/98 

$55.95 + tax double 
$40.95 + tax single 
cut-off date 4/1/98 

Hampton Inn 
1902 Embassy Square Blvd. 
Louisville KY 40299 
(502) 491-2577 
$69 + tax flat rate 

$69 + tax flat rate 
_ cut-off date 4/1/98 

Travelodge, Hurstbourne 
9340 Blairwood Road 
Louisville, KY 40222 

$ 7 9 + tax flat rate 
cut-off date 4/10/98 

Days Inn · 
1850 Embassy Square Blvd. 
Louisville KY 40299 
( 502) 491-1040 
$45.95 + tax flat rate 
cut-off date 4/1/98 

Thank you, Kay Trisler , ,;;,_t._: 

Peggy Hicks 
President 
Kentucky WMU 

We completed our fall Executive 
Board meeting in which we accom­
plished much. Discussions and deci­
sions that were made set the course 
for our organization and helped the 
staff better meet your needs. 

This was Kay Trisler's last meeting 
as Executive Director-Treasurer, since 
her resignation was effective Nov. 1. 
The board meeting gave us an oppor­
tunity to express on behalf of all Ken­
tucky WMU members our appreciation 
for her years of ministry in our midst. 
Kay was presented a quilt in the "love­
knot" pattern on behalf of all of you 
who are a part of Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union. 

Pat Key, board member from Cen­
tral City, wrote the following poem for 
Kay: 

For Kay: 

Ninety-six and ninety-seven • 
Have brought so many changes 

With big and little things 
Up's and down 's in all its ranges. 

Activities galore 
And just keeping up the paces 
With the calendar events 
Spread in all Kentucky places. 

While on the home-land court 
BIG adjustments did abound 
Brand new offices for staff 
With "moved belongings" all around. 

In the middle of this change 
WMU history was made 
Independence brought the needs 
for guidelines and policies to aid. 

So when you joined Kentucky staff 
As "Director" of the "crew" -
Knowing what to tackle first 
Was no easy task to do. 

Articles to write 
Preparation to go speak 

Communications, setting dates, 
Put agenda at its peak. 

Somehow you worked it out 
To arrange and organize 
Needed records, files, and such 
And WMU still publicize. 

Through these busy, busy times 
Summers, Wintm; Springs, and Fall 
Every effort worth its while 
As you contributed your all. 

Now a ''New Place" you will seek 
As God's path for you unfolds 
And we send our best with you 
Whate'er this f uture holds. 

May God bless your years ahead 
And everything you do 
Sincerely from our heart 
Our prayers will go with you. 

Kay, we wish you well. 

Prayer concerns: 
♦ Continue your prayers for the 

many missions needs being met by the 
Eliza Broadus Offering. Continue to 
remind people of the importance of 
their giving for missions work in our 
state. 
♦ There are missionaries around 

the world waiting to see what we are 
going to do in our praying and giving 
to International Missions through the 
Lottie Moon Offering. 
♦ Pray that our hearts will be 

stirred to do more about world hun­
ger as we participate in the missions 
study, A Heart for the Hungry. 

-♦ Pray for planning underway for 
our April Kentucky annual meeting. 
Make your plans noJV to be with us. 
♦ Pray for search committee mem­

bers as they seek our new Executive 
Director-Treasurer. 
♦ Pray for Brenda Price and all the 

responsibility she carries as the Inter­
im Executive Director-Treasurer. 
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~ · VI. SIGNS INJOIMITION 
Serving as a camp staffer is definitely a 
challenging and rewarding experience. 
You are stretched in ways you would 
not have imagined. Your creativity, 
flexibility, endurance and love are 
tested. Through all of this, God is 
proven able and willing to give the 
needed strength, patience, courage, and 
joy. 

A variety of people are needed to fill the 
camp staff- from high school students • 
to grandmothers and all ages in­
between. (Each camp has different age 
requirements for staff members.) 
Volunteer counselors and a paid central 
staff are needed at Jonathan Creek while 
Cedar Crest enlists volunteer nurses and 
offers paid counselor, assistant 

~rt ,'\ /',., 
\ 

Donna DeRossett Jacki Lynn Watson Diana Detterick 
Jonathan Creek volunteer counselor, 
Acteens advisor at Stony Point Baptist 
Church in Albany, Ky. 

Cedar Crest kitchen coordinator/ 
counselor, student at Campbellsville 
University 

Cedar Crest counselor, student at 
Campbellsville University 

counselor and specialist positions. 

Come, go with me to camp and see 
what God can do. 

Kentucky WMU is accepting 
applications for all positions. For an 
application and more information, 
please contact Kim Davis at the 
Kentucky WMU office or e-mail her at 
KYWMUCAMP@juno.com. 

"It was wonderful to get away from the 
~aily hustle and bustle and focus for a 
whole week on Jesus, prayer, Bible Study 
and missions. I was truly blessed by the 
way the girls soaked up the information 
presented to them on missions." 

"My experience at Cedar Crest was a 
wonderful growing opportunity. God 
showed me that no matter what has 
happened in the past, he holds the future. 
If you're ready to grow closer to God 
than ever before, Cedar Crest is for you." 

"Being a part of the Cedar Crest Staff 
was a wonderful, enriching and a God­
given experience. Although it was 
sometimes a draining experience, God 
continually blessed me with his strength 
and peace. I know God used me in a 
mighty way last summer and I feel 
blessed that he chose me for his work." 

Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union is accepting 
applications for the follo~g scholarships for the 

• 1998-99 school year: 

♦ Anderson scholarships are given to female­
students preparing for church related vocations. 

♦ Eager and Wetterer scholarships are limit 
ed to seminary students from Kentucky who are 
preparing for a vocation in missions or WMU 
work. The Wetterer scholarship is the only schol­
arship for which a man is eligible. Students desir-

December 
11/30-12/07 Week of Prayer for International 

Missions and Lottie Moon Christmas Of­
fering 

January 
2 National Acteens Conference registration 

opens 

February 
1 Scholarship Applications deadline 
7 Venture '98 Acteens Event 

Remember to niake plans to send your children and youth fo Kentucky GA, 
Acteens or Youth on Mission camp. Week-long camp costs S84 per camper. 
Mother/Daughter Overnight costs S21 per person. Price includes meals, lodging and 
program fees. Linens are not provided. 

ing to apply for one of these $500-$750 scholar­
ships should request an application and return it 
to our office by Feb. 1, 1998: The~.WMU scholar­
ship fommiftee··selectsstlldents f<Yrecommend to 
the Kentucky WMU Executive Board. 

♦ Anniversary scholarships are given to soph­
omores, juniors or seniors in Kentucky Baptist 
colleges or Oneida Baptist Institute. Students may 
apply at the president's office or financial aid of­
fice of their respective school. Each school selects 
scholarship recipients. 

Focus on WMU 
North American Mission Study 
Volunteers in Missions Day 
Christian Women's Job Corps train­
ing-Atlanta 

March " . 
1-8 ,:· : · 'Week of Prayer for Home Missions and 

0 0 
;: t Annie Armstrong Easter Offering ' 

5-8 ;:, BaRtist Nursing Fellowship National 
Annual Meeting-Atlanta 

6 • 7 Creative Ministries Festival - South­
ern Seminary 

13 - 14 Mission Friends/GA Leaders Retreat -
Cedarmore 

By Kym Mitchell 

Excitement cQntinues to build for the national Acteens Convention to 
be held in Leuisvllle July 1-4, 1998. Preparation is in high gear as com­
mittees in Birmingham and Louisville work to create the most inspiring 
and fun-filled convention ever. More than 10,000 Acte~ns and their 
advisors are expected to attend the 1998 convention. 

For the first time, the National Acteens Convention is being publicized 
on the information highway through a website designed specifically for 
Acteens, advisors, parents and other people interested in the conven­
tion. Check out the NAC '98 website at www.nac98.com. While visiting 
the website you can play games, enter contests to win cool NAC stuff, 
read about concert artists and convention highlights, and post messag­
es to other Acteens and adults. The website is updated regularly with 
new convention information. 

Convention planners are pleased to announce Jaci Velasquez will be the 
concert artist for NAC. Seventeen year-old Jaci was the recipient of the 
1997 Dove Award for Best New Artist of the Year. She currently is 
touring the country with contemporary · Christian artist Clay Crosse. 
Jaci's newest album will be out early next year. 

Another convention highlight will be the opportunity for all convention 
attendees to participate in off-site ministry projects throughout the city 
of Louisville. A wide variety of missions experiences are being planned 
so that everyone will have a hands-on ministry opportunity while pos­
itively impacting the city and residents of Louisville for Christ. See the 
NAC registration form for more information. 

Registration for the National Acteens Convention opens Jan. 2, 1998. 
See Accent magazine or call Julie Keith at Kentucky Woman's Mission­
ary Union for more details. l(entucky is fortunate to host the 1998 
convention. Make your plans now to attend the convention and wel­
come Acteens from all over the world to our state for an amazing four 
days of inspiration, fun and fellowship. 

-, :~ .-~A_ .. . ~~ ~~ ....... ~ • . , 
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Ideas for using Real Life in outreach 

♦ Give Real Life to church prospects and visitors 

♦ Give Real Life to families in your church's day care or parents' 
day out prngram 

♦ Deliver copies of Real Life to families in your community 

♦ Use Rea·I Life as a direct-mail piece to newcomers 

♦ Use Real Life as a direct-mail piece to new parents 

♦ Place copies of Real Life in hospital waiting rooms, doctors' 
offices and waiting areas in other local businesses 

♦ Distribute Real Life to church members 

♦ Distribute Real Life through Sunday school classes 

your 

Every issue of Real Life magazine 

will feature a gentle evangelistic 

message drawn from a real-life 

illustration. This message will 

include a place for your ~hurf~, tn. :):~_1/f~ 
customize the magazine by addrng • 

the church's name, address, phone 

number or other important 

information. Anyone who receives 

this helpful magazine full of . 

practical resources for Kentucky 

families will see it as a gift from 

your church and a sign that your 

church cares about your commu~jty ..... , "' 

Four issues of Real Life are planned for 1998. 
The schedule includes a spring issue available in 
mid-February, a summer issue available in late 

• May, a fall issue available in late August and a 
holiday issue available in mid-November. Cost 
is $9 per subscription (all 4 issues) for churches 
ordering in bulk, or $10.60·for individual 
subscriptions. That means your church could get 
I 00 copies of Real Life for only $225 per 

~v, .i.J •., >r, \ v~. · , 

quarter. · , . ,,1, ::1 ,Iii 
- ~ '· ' ,i.;,;. ! 

dS:W l•U 

Real Life is a new magazine for Kentucky 
families produced by the Western Recorder • 

· ♦ Real Life is a faith-based magazine with · 
stories about real Kentucky people· 

♦ Real Life is positive, uplifting and 
inspirational 

♦ Real Life is ideal for churches to provide as a 
resource for member families 

♦ Real Life can be customized on the back cover 
to give a church identity 

♦ Real Life is ideal for churches to use as riin 
outreach tool in the cominunity 
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ISSUES 
I New .ideas on ·Virgin Mary stir ecumenical concerns 

e'hisew~8Worc., 
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By Ed Briggs 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-A lay­
led, worldwide movement urging 
Pope John Paul II to declare Mary, the 
motherofJesus, "co-redemptrix" with 
a special role in the Roman Catholic 
understanding of salvation is gaining 
steam within the church and creating 
concern- and in some instances, an­
-ger- in Protestant and ecumenical 
communities. 

It's an issue that touches the most 
arcane reaches of theology and the 
deepest levels of popular Catholic pi­
ety. But it also has ramifications far 
beyond Catholicism. 

The Vatican itself has sought to 
play down the issue; a Vatican com­
mission recommended against it and 
a church spokesman said in Septem­
ber the subject is not under study. Yet 
the movement's leader is confident the 
pope will act before the year 2000. 

Mark Miravalle, a professor of 
Marian theology at Franciscan Uni­
versity in Steubenville, Ohio, has met 
at least twice with the pontiff to urge 
Mary's cause and, while refusing to 
make public those discussions, is con­
fident of papal support. 

If John Paul acts, Miravalle said, 
the new characterization of Mary's 
role will not promote her to the realm 
held by the Trinity-God the Father, 
Jesus the Son and the Holy Spirit­
but she will be given a special place 
as mediatrix, a feminine rendering of 
mediator, closest tb Christ. 

Miravalle said pressures for the 
new dogma are building because of 
the turning of the millennium. John 
Paul, who has a special fondness for 
Mary, has declared the year 2000 a 
jubilee year to be marked by recalling 
Jesus' role in .the redemption of hu­
manity from sin. 

"Without Mary's cooperation with 
God in agreeing to the birth of Jesus, 
there would be no redemption," 
Miravalle said. 

Miravalle said his belief John Paul 
will act is buttressed by 4.5 million 
signatures on petitions sent to the pope 
from Catholics on six continents. 

Petition signers include such prom- said .the proposed dogma calls for an 
inent Catholics as th~ late MotherTer- understanding of Mary as "mediairix • 
esa and Cardinal John J. O'Connor of of all graces" and "co-mediatrix," 
New York, as well as 500 bishops and which he said is "particularly a prob-
42 cardinals from arpijnd the globe lem word because it's like co-signers 
~d thousands of Catholic charismat- of a check, for example." . 
ics and members of parish rosary It puts Mary "on the same level as 
groups who give special devotion to- Christ," he said, adding that even 
Mary. • those who support the proposed dog-

At the same time, the movement is matic declaration "have no intention 
causing concern in Protestant evangel- of doing that.'.' 
ical and ecumenical circles. Non- Jelly said he is concerned about 
Catholic theologians have labeled the -what the response to a promulgation 
idea "heresy" and "arrogant" would be. In addition, he said there 

Al Mohler, president of Southern are "many things about Mary we still 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou- don't know. We don't know whether 
isville, said if the new dogma naming . 1\/lary actually experienced death, for 
Mary co-redemptrix is adopted, it will .example. So we theologians still have 
cause a "theological conflagration" a few things to fight over." • 
between Catholics and evangelicals. -The issue first came to public no-

Catholic ecumenists and specialists tice last June when L' Osservatore 
on Mary are also Romano, the of-
concerne~. Editorial: How do you solve a ficial Vatican 

Fredenck Jel- bl l"k M . ? p newspaper, re-
ly, a Dominican pro em I e aria· age 5 ported the Holy · 
priest and Mariol- See had asked a 
ogist at Mount St. Mary's Seminary commission of 23 Mariologists to 
in Emmitsburg, Md., has called for look at the proposal. The group voted 
more study on the issue. Jelly, a - unanimously to advise against the pro­
founder of the Ecumenical Society of mulgation. 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, said despite The commission also warned the 
the grassroots movement there needs idea is contrary to Second Vatican 
to be more "clarification of what peo- Council teachings and would be a se­
ple are talking about when.they want rious impediment to thawing ecumen­
to elevate Mary to a higher role." ical relations with other Christian 

The society is an organization of groups. 
Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant Ironically, the proposal comes at a 
Christians who consider Mary "first time when there is an emerging ap­
among the saints, '. ' preciation of Mary among Protestants 

Efforts to theologically understand who previously avoided the kind of 
the role of Jesus' mother stretch back devotion to the mother of Jesus that 
more than 1,500 years. runs deep in Catholicism. 

In 431 A.D., the Council of Ephe- Donald Dawe, a Presbyterian theo-
sus said she was the Mother of God. logian and past president of the ecu­
The Council of Constantinople de- menical society dedicated to Mary, is 
dared her perpetual virginity in 681, a case in point. He said the idea of 
and her Immaculate Conception- such a promulgation is "misleading 
free of sin at her birth-came with the and dangerous. It is a perilom; imped­
first infallible papal declaration in iment to the future of ecumenical dia-
1854 by Pius IX. Nearly a century lat- logue." 
er, Pius XII reported seeing an appa- William Franklin, a member of the 
rition of Mary in the clouds and de- official Anglican-Roman Catholic 
clared her bodily assumption into theological dialogue, said any such 
heaven. declaration as that sought by 

Jelly said Catholic theologians are Miravalle will be "another nail in the 
divided over Mary's mediation. He coffin of ecumenism." 

'Charitable-choice' provision a dilemma for many Baptists· 
Phil Strickland of 
the Texas Baptist 

Christian Life 
Commission said 
the government 

fixed the welfare 
system by creating 

a new kind of 
dependency­

local-church 
dependence on 
federal funds. 

By Pam, Parry 
Associated Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- A new 
"charitable-choice" provision attached 
to the 1996 welfare-reform bill has 
created a dilemma for some Baptists, 
traditionally strong supporters of the 
separation of church and state. 

The provision links church and 
state in ways some say are unprece­
dented by authorizing local govern­
ments to contract with churches for 
social services such as soup kitchens 
and emergency food pantries. 

"Charitable choice is a radical de­
parture from the traditional relation­
ship between government and church­
es," according to a report of the Tex­
as Baptist Christian Life Commission. 

While the government has long 
contracted with organizations that are 
religiously affiliated, it has until now 
avoided funding of entities that are 
"pervasively sectarian," such as 

1 Q ,,~WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEM.BER 2, 1997 
. ~. ;,.;. 

churches and church-related organiza­
tions which are "saturated with reli­
gious teaching and worship." Chari­
table-choice legislation, the report 
says, crosses that line. 

"It is not the role of the church to 
be a functionary of government," said 
Phil Strickland, executive director of 
the Texas Baptist moral-concerns 
agency. 

Church-related organizations such 
as hospitals have taken government 
money before ch~table choice, but 
those organizations don't proselytize, 
Strickland said. He said his greatest 
fear is that as churches become depen­
dent on federal money, they will be 
forced to compromise the gospel mes­
sage. 

But not all Baptists see it that way. 
One Virginia Baptist described chari­
table choice as a new partnership be­
tween church and state. 

"I feel · very good about the faith 
community being recognized as part 

of the overall community," said Sheri 
Link, director of church-and-commu­
nity ministries at Columbia Baptist 
Church in Falls Church, Va. 

Link worked on a task force to help 
Fairfax County develop the structure 
to carry out the welfare-reform provi­
sions. 

"I feel strongly that a healthy com­
munity incorporates all of the princi­
pals in the community- business, 
faith, public services," Link said. 

For example, the church-and-com­
munity ministries of Columbia Bap­
tist Church have received Emergency 
Food and Shelter National Board Pro­
gram funds for years to help people 
with rent or mortgage payments and 
utilities within the community, she 
said. The government requires those 
funds be used in the county in which 
they are allocated. "I have no prob­
lem with that," Link said. "I have the 
responsibility of using those funds 
within the guidelines to help keep peo-

pie from becoming homeless." . 
Strickland said churches should 

"take a long and careful look before 
becoming state contractors." He called 
it ironic that the government decided 
to fix the welfare system by creating 
a new kind of dependency- local­
church dependence on federal funds. 

Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Convention's Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission, has 
said religious groups should be enti­
tled to any government funds that are 
available to non-religious private 
charities but warned that such funds 
come with strings attached. • 

"The federal government does 
have the right to say if you are going 
to use federal money in a ministry, 
you can't ev<J,ngelize in that ministry," 
Land said in an interview last year. 
"To me that is an-unacceptable price 
to pay for government funding .. I 
would advise churches to not take the 
funding." 



SPUDS 
Ditka & Saints go marching _into spiritual renewal 
By Josh Peter 
Religion News Service 

NEW ORLEANS (RNS)-Speak­
ing to a packed Christian men's prayer 
breakfast, New Orleans Saints-head 
coach Mike Ditka became choked 
with emotion. 

"God puts people in places for a 
reason," Ditka said. "Gang, I had no 
intention to coach again. I'm here be­
cause it's his will." 

It was no act. In the months since 
joining the Saints, it has become clear 
that Ditka, 58, is as consumed with 
God as he is with football. 

"You must plug in daily to the only 
source of power that counts in our 
lives, and that is the Lord," said Ditka. 

No, he hasn't undergone a meta­
morphosis from cantankerous coach 
to choirboy. He still can be hostile, 
intimidating and profane. Yet, other 
signs reflect a spirit~al transformation 
for Ditka since he was fired as coach 
of the Chicago Bears in 1992. 

Consider: Ditka made one of his 
most important off-season deci­
sions- promoting Heath Shuler over 
veteran Jim Everett-during a three­
day Jesuit retreat. He surrounded him­
self with spiritual men and began read­
ing the Bible with heightened inter­
est. In short, he centered his life on 
God. 

"Strong spiritual beliefs are essen° 
tial to get through life," Ditka said re­
cently. "But that don't mean we're not 
going to try to kick the other guy's 
a**." 

PRAYING SAINTS New Orleans Saints coach Mike Ditka prays with Keno Hill (right) and 
the rest of his team in the locker room before a game. Ditka and many of the Saints are 
in the midst of a spiritual revival. (RNS photo by Ted Jackson) 

Among the results are a Saints 
team bound in part by a shared faith, 
the presence of religious advisers who 
talk of curses and faith healing, and 
some players who spend as much time 
with the Good Book as the play book. 

· Between 10 and 18 players on the 
53-man roster attend weekly Bible 
study. According to several players, 
the environment has helped keep the 
team together in times of turmoil. 

"If you're playing with guys who 
have the same beliefs and feel like you 
do, you can weather anything," defen­
sive tackle Wayne Martin said. 

Ditka said coaches and players are 
not pressured to participate in spiritu-

al activities, but he stressed the need 
for more spirituality in today's soci­
ety. 

' 'There's more demonic behavior 
in our society than Satan has ever 
seen, maybe in the history of the 
world," Ditka said. "Why? Because 
we've taken God out of everything." 

Ditka' s commitment to God has 
more to do with his own life than it 
does with his team. 

He is proud of his 1986 Super 
Bowl ring, but Ditka said he loathes 
the man he became in his final years 
with the Bears. 

Ditka first turned to God in the 
1970s, as an assistant coach with the 

Christmas and international missions Hope 
Christmas means different 

things to different people, but to 
us Kentucky Baptists it means 
demonstrating in a financial way 
through the Lottie Moon Offering 
for International Missions our de­
sire for those without Christ to be 
confronted with the gospel. 

Cooperation is still the Ken­
tucky Baptist way to a lost world. 
What no one individual, no one 

national missions in combination 
with other Baptist missionary, ed­
ucational and benevolent causes. 
Perhaps you would be interested 
in including in your consideration, 
needy retired Kentucky mission­
aries, ministers and widows. 

What better time than this sea­
son of giving to take the next step 
and allow Laurie Valentine, our 
trust counsel, and me the privilege 

By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College again has 
created an Advent devotional book 
for our students, staff, faculty, ad- . 
ministration and friends to use as we 
prepare our hearts to remember the 
joy and wonder of Christ's birth. 
The book contains a devotional for 
each day of the Advent season. For 
this week and the next three weeks, 

Dallas Cowboys. "I realized I was 
unhappy. I was shallow. I didn't care 
about people nearly as much as I 
should have. So I went home and I 
really prayed about it, and it made a 
difference. That was the beginning." 

After being hired to coach the 
Bears in 1982, Ditka said, he eventu­
ally started cursing coaches, players, 
fans and reporters and raining fire and 
brimstone on anyone who questioned 
his methods. 

When he suffered a mild heart at­
tack in 1988, he came face to face with 
his mortality. Yet not until 1992, his 
final season with the Bears, did he see 
the man he had become, consumed 
with winning, consumed with himself. 

"At the end, I'd closed myself into 
a nutshell, and I stayed there and tried 
to do it all myself," he said. "It was . 
terrifying." 

In the months before he was fired 
as the Bears' coach, he began contem­
plating who he wanted to be: some­
one who could control his temper, 
tame his ego, trust those around him. 

Those changes were in place four 
years later, when he was introduced 
as the Saints' new coach on Jan. 28, 
1997. 

There have been ugly outbursts 
since then. Same old Ditka, critics 
snickered. 

With a hint of regret, he vowed not 
to launch into any more tirades and 
said: "I make mistakes. I wish I was 
right all the time. I'm not. But that 
doesn' t mean I'm going to quit try­
ing." 

reminder that hope comes in all 
shapes and sizes! A child hopes San­
ta will come. A believer hopes the 
choir will sing a favorite Christmas 
carol. Grandparents hope the chil­
dren will arrive soon. A pastor 
hopes the true meaning of Christ­
mas will be remembered. A young 
man hopes the answer will be "Yes" 
to his marriage proposal. The doc­
tor, patient, soldier, student, prison-

church or no one state 
convention can do alone 
for the cause of Christ in 
this world, we can do 
together. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

of assisting you in your 
consideration of such a 
legacy? 

Please call us at 
(502) 244-6466. There 
is no cost or obligation. 
We exist to serve the 
family of Kentucky 
Baptists in this kind of 
stewardship. 

devotions from the book 
will appear in this col­
umn to help guide your 
reflections during this 
blessed season. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

er all find hope essential 
to survival. And far bet­
ter than the "Christmas 
Wish Book, " God has a 
book which points us to 
the one who is our hope. Let us be more inten­

tional this Christmas in 
praying for the 4,232 
appointed missionaries 
living in 127 different 
countries of the world, 
assisting in 25 other 
countries and proclaim­
ing the gospel in our Barry Allen 
behalf to 336 different 
people groups. 

Let us be more generous than 
ever irt giving through the Lottie 
Moon offering. If each of us 
gi~es, the .~!00 mi~lion needed 

of us can experience the joy of 
having a part in reaching for 
Christ those who are beyond what 
we can see or where we can go. 

Perhaps you have been consid­
ering how you can leave a lasting 
legacy of your commitment to in­
ternational missions, or to inter-

Jesus said, "There­
fore go and make disci­
ples of all nations ... " 
(Matthew 28: 18-20); 
" .. . and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Sa­
maria, and to the ends of the 
earth" (Acts 1 :8). The Apostle 
Paul reminded us: "Now it is re­
quired that those who have been 

• r •·• r ,.,, 

(1 Corinthians 4:2). 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 

Kenny Faught, asso­
ciate professor of religion 
at Cumberland, wrote the 
devotion on hope in this 
column. Additionally, he 
planned, organized and 
administered the prepara­
tion of the book. I am 
grateful for his loving work. Listen 
to his words on· Matthew 2: 13-15: 

The need for hope is universal. 
Jesse Jackson reminds us to "Keep 
hope alive. " Sawyer Brown sings, 
"I need some hope for a bright to­
morrow." The hymn writer pro-

• U I I 1 • f • 

ing less than Jesus' blood and righ­
teousness. " The Bible observes, 
"Hope deferred makes the heart 
sick, but desire fulfilled is a tree of 
life" (Proverbs 13:12). 

The arrival of the "Christmas 
Wish Book" (which always takes me 
back to my childhood) serves·as a 

It is no accident that 
hope is one of the central 
themes of Advent. Did 
you read the text? Taking 
Jesus into Egypt, Mary 
and Joseph remind us 
that hope needs to be 

cherished, nourished and protect­
ed. Throughout the year discour­
agement, disappointment and dis­
tractions may conspire to threaten 
the very life of hope within us. 
Christmas arrives as a perennial 
reminder of the true source and 

ce.of._our ultimate hove. The 
nativity was God's way of linking 
time to eternity and giving us real 
hope. What "great things" are you 
hoping for this Christmas? 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

Ditka is proud of 
his 1986 Super 
Bowl ring, but he 
loathes the man he 
became in his final 
years with the 
Bears. 

• ;;.,ff: 
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• .. '"While we may not 
, .. agree on the 

interpretation 01 • 
-· ·the Bible in every 

regard, we agree 
·on essentials." 

William Pinson, 
• executive director of the 

. - - Baptist General 
Co~vention of Texas, 
• iiiaTiing an appeal to 
Southern Baptists of 

< Texas not to split from 
• • the BGCT 

BAPTISTS 
iflfmT,-•~WilfL•--. 

BGCT official sees action .as 'unfounded' 
DALLAS • (ABP)- Published 

reasons for establishing a new state 
convention among Texas_,Baptists 
"are not well founded and are not 
justification for such an act," Texas 
Baptist Executive Director William 
Pinson said. 

If a hew convention is formed, 
Pinson added, it will not be because 
leaders of the Baptist General Con~ 
vention of Texas have encouraged 
it. "In fact, just the opposite will be 
the case," he said. "Written and spo­
ken appeals have been and will be 
made for togetherness for the sake 
of the gospel." 

Pinson said he had not been given 
the courtesy of being informed of the 
decision of the board of directors of 
Southern Baptists of Texas to begin 
forming a new convention, but had 
been apprised of it through a news sto­
ry released through Baptist Press. 

"Neither I nor any officers of the 
BGCT have been supplied informa­
tion directly from the SBT about any 
new convention to be formed by 
them,'' Pinson said. 'Therefore, we do 
not know any details of what is pro­
posed and cannot evaluate the matter." 

While any Baptist group is free to 
do what it wills, Pinson said, "I pray 
that all Southern Baptists in Texas will 
find a way to continue to serve togeth­
er in the power and direction of the 
Holy Spirit to fulfill the Great Com­
mission given us by the Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Pinson said the BGCT "as.a fami­
ly of Baptists in Texas," has attempt­
ed to remain true to "God's written 

word, the Bible, and to God's living 
Word, Jesus." 

"While we may not agree on the 
interpretation of the Bible in every 
regard, we agree on essentials. We 
believe in God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. We believe in Jesus as the 
virgin-born Son of God who lived a 
sinless life, died on the cross for our 
sins, rose from the grave, ascended to 
the right hand of the Father and is 
coming again. 

"We believe the Bible is truth and 
the sole authority for faith and prac­
tice. We believe in salvation by grace 
through faith; in believer's baptism; 
in the priesthood of the believer; in a 
regenerate church membership; in the 
governance of a church by members 
under the headship of the Lord Jesus; 
in autonomous churches which coop­
erate with one another and voluntari­
ly for missions, evangelism, education 
and ministry; in religious freedom and 
soul competency." 

Sorrie believe a second convention 
would be best, Pinson said, but added 
that he does not share that opinion. 

He noted that churches in the 
BGCT have access to the convention 
staff and resources, regardless of po­
litical persuasion, and flexibility in 
directing distribution of their ~ooper­
ative Program gifts. 

He reminded Southern Baptists of 
Texas of the "terrible disruption 
caused by having rival state conven­
tions that led to unification in 1886 
and the forming of the BGCT." 

"As I have prayed about various 
possible options, I believe that con-

Ministry on the front lines 
Adjunct, according to the small Kentucky Baptist Homes for 

dictionary on my desk, is defined Children has been providing the 
as "one attached to another in a cup of cold water to parched fam­
subordinate relationship." ilies and kids since 1869. It has 

A similar word is ancillary, de- been a primary, not an adjunct 
fined by the same dictionary as ministry, of Kentucky Baptists. 
"auxiliary, accessory." I have en- Touching lives with the message 
joyed many adjunct professors ofgrace, love and hope is not aux­
and used ancillary services in hos- iliary, ancillary or accessory, but 
pitals like radiology and the lab. mainstream missions. 

Adj unct and ancil- Through our ministry 
lary are relevant terms HOMES FOR at KBHC, yours and 
in schools ~nd _h~alth CHILDREN n_iine, the Great _Co~s-
care but not m mm1stry. s10n to evangelize 1s ful-
l think we can all agree .--------, filled. Children and 
that in the ministry there ,t!i''ta~,." adults make first time 
are no subordinate at- decisions or rededicat-
tachments or accesso- ionstoChrist.OurLord's 
ries. Every person and command to care for 
each piece of ministry is each other is accom-
essential to the whole. plished through our vari-
Jesus was. not only a ous services to families. 
preacher but a teacher, When you think of 
physic ian, counselor L.:i.~;:.;...--___.;_.;;;.;._J KBHC and remember us 
and social worker as he Bill Smithwick in your prayers, think of 
demonstrated God' s ------- us as your ,missionaries. 
love. Picture us on the front lines, not the 

Ministry to children and fami- side lines, of gospel ministry. 
lies is a primary mission of the When you pray for our foreign 
church and the gospel it cheri,sh-, and home missionaries, remember 
es. Giving that "cup of cold wa- • • us too as we serve many children in 
ter" (Matthew 10:42) can be ful- desperate situations right here at , 
filled in many different ways by home. 
disciples of Jesus. Wherever peo­
ple are thirsty due to the dehydra- , 
tion of their lives, a word of hope, 
a hand up and- most of all­
some love becomes that cup of 
cold water. 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken: 
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhcl 

tinuing to cooperate for the sake of the 
gospel would be most in keeping with 
the New Testament appeal to unity 

• and to the prayer of Lord Jesus fpr us 
. as recorded in John 17." 

Russell Dilday, new president of 
the BGCT, also read of the new con­
vention in the Baptist Press story. He 
said the· reasons given for its forma-

. tion are founded on serious misunder­
standings of the BGCT and gross mis­
statements about Charles Wade's po­
sition on biblical authority. 

"Some of those misunderstandings 
were statements that approval of the 
E/E report in Austin made the Coop­
erative Baptist Fellowship equal to the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

"What the report did was open up 
free choices, not a narrowing of them 
at all,'' Dilday said. 

• He said he prayed that all Baptists 
in Texas would be challenged by the 
significant ministries in the state and 
would not allow differences to keep 
them from joining together for the 
sake of the gospel. 

If a second convention is formed, 
it will be the second in recent years. 
In 1996, a group in Virginia dissatis­
fied with the Baptist General Associ­
ation of Virginia formed a new con­
vention kriown as Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia . 

Christmas 1997 

3d'tli1ng 
·happen 

.... u crudding fire on u 
snolm{ ntght 

.... u candle-light sero1ce 
ut church 

.... Chnstmus Efoe with 
farniltT und friends 
from neur und fur • 

For most of us, the Christmas season is a wonderful time of year. 
Some of our most treasured memories are· associated with 
cherished holiday traditions. . 

Unfortunately, a difficult illness, accident, or i.11;1expected m~dtc~l' 
expense, could cloud Christmas for some people .this • • • 
year ... perhaps someone you know. 

Thankfully, you can help make Christmas brighter for needy' • ; · 
patients and their families this year. ' • 

Your special Christmas gift to Baptist Healthcare Foundation will 
provide firnµ1cial as_sistance to needy patients or it may be used to 
fund other important projects at a Kentucky Baptist hospital. 

:BAPfISr HEALTHCARE FOUNDATION 

4007 Kresge Way• Louisville,~ 40207 • 502/896-5035 • 1-800-224-4745 
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Guidelines offered 
for year-end gifts 
to charity 
By Laurie ValenUne 

It's that time of year again. 
It's time 

to review tax 
planning ac­
tions taken 
this year and 
determine if 
there are 
others to be 
considered 
before year 
end to fur- -
ther reduce your 1997 income 
taxes . 

Charitable giving provides 
both an opportunity to share 
your financial resources with 
charitable causes and a tax plan- . 
ning strategy that can help re­
duce income taxes. 

In order for your year-end 
charitable gifts to provide tax 
savings in 1997, they must be 
completed by Dec. 31. 

A contribution by check is 
considered completed by then if 
it is dated Dec. 31 ( or earlier) 
and is unconditionally delivered 
or mailed by that date. 

Gifts of securities are com­
pleted when yoµ deliver prop­
erly endorsed stock certificates 
to the charity or when title to the 
security has been transferred on 
the books of the issuing com­
pany. 

A real estate gift is complet­
ed when a properly executed 
deed is delivered to the charity. 

Giving appreciated capital 
assets such as stock or real es­
tate that you have owned for at 
least 12 months and one day 
provides double benefits-a 
charitable income tax deduction 
equal to the market value of the 
security and, generally, avoid­
ance of the capital gains tax that 
you would owe if you sold the 
asset. 

Income tax deductions for 
charitable gifts can be taken only 
by those who itemize their deduc­
tions. If your total deductions for 
1997 do not exceed the standard 
deduction, consider paying de­
tlucti ble items that you would 
pormally pay in early 1998 be­
fore Dec. 31, 1997, so that you .. 
~an iterriize deductions. 

i ! • Make sure you have received 
., 

1 
• proper ac,.cnowledgments • froin 

/ ~he .·chariiable recipients . .You 
, ! jm.llY rto~ ~e, ~ ,deduction for. a 
•. ;s1µgle g1fj: of$250 or more un-. . 
; less yqu·h'aVi '~eiveda 'written I 
1 lacknowl~grp.ent fr<>~,t~e,chari~ • : 
'i ty 't,efon: you.fit~ y'ourtax return. 

/
,· For ,qu(r,~ght :g!fts ' under $2?0, 
, your canceled .·che~k · serves as 
;:'your receipt. . ' ' ••. ' ' ' ' 
•.. '· ~ake ;titrii: for, year::end tax 

. planning. It .can pay offfor you 
, and ;the ~auses You wish to sup·- : 
; porti i • 

! · 4,ur;ie Valen,ti11e is trust counsel 
'. for tlie Kentucky Baptist F oundatio,n. 
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Song against homosexuality upsetting some 
By Andrena Irvin 
~eligion News Service 

NEW YORK (RNS)-When 
Christian music artists Angie and 
Debbie Winans released their album 
"Bold" this fall, they didn't expect · 
negative reactions. 

But that's exactly 
what they got. 

A death threat, suc­
cessive telephone calls 
from gay and lesbian 
groups, and boycotts 
from churchgoers are 
just some of the respons­
es to "Not Natural," a 
song that addresses vio­
lence, promiscuity and 
homosexuality. Winans 

While all of those is-
sues are socially volatile, it's their 
stance on homosexuality that is caus­
ing fue in both Christian and secular 
communities. Despite the controver­
sy, however, the duo is sticking to 
their stand. 

"It's just the word of God," said 
Debbie Winans, 26. "We want to 
point people back to Jesus and his way 
of\doing things." 

:She and Angie Winans, 29, are the 
younger sisters of renowned contem­
porary Christian artists BeBe and 

CeCe Winans. The musical family 
also includes the Winans, an ensem­
ble composed of several of their broth­
ers. 

Angie and Debbie contend homo­
sexuality is not God's intent for hu­
man sexual relationships. "It's the 

truth," Debbie Winans 
said. "I guess people are 1 

upset about the truth." 
The duo said they 

wrote "Not Natural" af­
ter ,watching the lead 
character of ABC-TV's 
sitcom "Ellen," played 
by lesbian actress Ellen 
DeGeneres, announce 
her homosexHality last 
season .. 

Debbie Winans said 
they wanted to offer an 

alternative to what they believe is a 
glorification of sex in society. 

"Wrong has taken precedence for 
so long," she said. "It's just time that 
God's principles have some publicity 
so that we can present an alternative 
choice." 

But Liz Tracey, the associate com­
munications director for the New 
York City chapter of GLAAD, the 
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation, said people who. have 
heard the song performed in concert 

....--

have called the group with complaints. 
"It completely ignores the fact that 
there are a lot of gay Christians." 

Bill Carpenter, spokesman for An­
gie and Debbie Winans, said the crit­
ics doµ't understand why the song was 
written. "No one's trying to judge any­
one's love life," he said. "We're just 
putting it out there:" 

The song, which they are perform­
ing in churches across the country, has 
attracted several threats. The sisters 
have been told not to walk the streets 
alone, to watch their backs, and they 
were banned from singing the song at 
an October black women's conference 
in Washington, D.C. 

"I don't understand why people are 
threatening and warning us," Carpen­
ter said. "Angie and Debbie don't hate 
gay people." 

He said the sisters know there are 
gay Christians, but that doesn't change · 
their stance.on homosexuality. Win­
ans family members are supportive of 
the song because they believe it rep­
resents where God stands. 

"People call and say, 'This song 
talks about gays the way the Ku Klux 
Klan talks about blacks,"' Carpenter 
said. ''People call and say I'm doing 
the devil's work. But these responses 
make us believe even more that we're 
doing the 11ght thing," 

'-... 

NEiEID A C&REA ,r C&llifl' IDEA IfOR CHRilS1rMAS ? . 
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GWE Enterprises' Good Nevvs message service is dedicated to providing Qhristian encouragement through . 

~he use of the telephone. The message sen-ice will call your loved one (iiecipient) every weekday wit½. a 
I I . 

, _recorded message for the day. The beginning of each r1;~age announces that 1he message is provided by you, 
' : I 

I 
followed by a 40 to 50 s_econd message trr the day. The message is ·a. Bible ~ased messa.ge of hope and good 

,, news. You choose the time of clay for t!;tese calls. All that 1s reqmred 1s for the rec1p1ent to have a phone. 
' ' 

Maybe that recipient is a child away at. college, or a relative that lives alone, or ', even the spouse of a 
; . . I 

traveling businessman, or even you. Btss a loved one today! \ 

• I 

Call 502-254-3566 anytime to heat a sample Good News message or request more i1formation. , 
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' I I 
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, , ! . street i , city state zip 
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I I • ' 
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Add - ' ' I 

I • : ress;: street - - - - ' - ---H cit~ - • ' ·--- state; -· zip - • 
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Excerpt from 
'Not Natural' 

' 

Here's the chorus 
from the song "Not 
Natural" on Angie and 
Debbie Winans' 
recording "Bold": 

It's not natural. No, 
that's not the way it 
goes. 

It's not natural. Just 
because it's popular 
doesn!t mean it's cool. 
·•~ j', ~ '-'l\' 

It's not natural. No, 
that's not the way God 
plqnned. 

It's not natural, not 
natural. It's time for the 
world to understand. 

' I 

'\ 
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"" PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

• ~: 5 PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum • • . 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ ANNVILLE-Annville Church re­
cently called Glenn Chasteen of Oak 
Ridge, Tenn., as pastor. 

Association Dec. 6 from 1-2:30 p.m. 
Call (502) 896-4425 for more infor­
mation. 

■ Kentucky volunteers 
needed to fill 1998 
partnership project 

requests from churches 

■ ASHLAND- Rose Hill Church 
dedicated its $1.5 million facility Nov. 
16. The building includes a 1,200 
square foot gym, office sui~es and 
classrooms. The facility will be used 
by the church and Rose Hill Christian 
School. 

■ MANCHESTER- Horse Creek 
Church ordained Shawn Vallance to 
the gospel ministry. Vallance is pas­
tor at Southside Church and a student 
at Clear Creek Baptist Bible College. 
■ POOLE-Frances Jewell, 81, died 
Oct. 29. She was a member of Poole 
Missionary Church and secretary for 
Green Valley Association more than 
21 years. She is survived by her hus­
band, Wilburn. 

• in Russia. 

■ Continued financial 
support for church 

buildings umler 
construction in Russia. 

■ HARLAN-Harlan Church or­
dained Terry Loving, Terry Harris 
and Jimmy Allison as deacons Nov. 
23. John Ditty is pastor. 

■ Follow-up needed for 
a saturation-mailing 

campaign in Dover, N.H. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Crescent Hill 
Church's choirs and handbell groups 
will participate in Ole Tyme Christ­
mas on Frankfort Avenue, sponsored 
by the Frankfort Avenue Business 

■ WILLIAMSBURG-Janus 
Jones, director of missions of Mount 
Zion/South Union associations, was 
named Kentucky director of missions 
of the year Nov. 10. 

■ The Northeastern 
Baptist School of 

Ministry, with home 
offices in Maryland, as it 
• shifts its focus to non­
credit ministry training, 

while continuing to offer 
courses leading toward a 

master of divinity 
degree. 

Confused, frightened and up a tree 
From the first of April until the middle of No­

vember my schedule is rather hectic. Kay and I 
have very little time to relax. Several months ago 
we scheduled three days off in November to go 
to Pigeon Forge, Tenn. We invited my mother­
in-law and our four-year-old grandson, Adam, to 
go with us. 

We knew the Christmas lights would be on 
display, and we hoped to see some wildlife, espe­
cially a bear. On our first evening we rode the 
trolley ar.9y9d Pigeon Forge. It gave us 
a chance to see the beautiful lights. The 
driver said just an hour earlier a black 
bear was up in a tree at the edge of town. 
We rode past the tree, but it was too 
dark to see a black bear. 

At the end of our ride, we anxiously 
got in our car and drove back to the tree. 
My small flashlight was oflittle use, but 
we were sure we saw the outline of a 
bear. Around the base of the tree was a 
collection of debris, giving ample evi­
dence that a hungry bear had been for­
aging through the nearby trash bin. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Driving past the tree on our way out of town, 
we noticed a police car parked nearby. We stopped 
to see what was happening. The officer explained 
that the bear would have to be caught and returned 
to the safety of the mountains before someone, or 
the bear, got hurt. 

Asl stared at the seemingly harmless creature, 
I wondered what he was thinking. If he could talk 
he might say, "What is all the commotion about? 
Haven't you ever seen a bear before?" or "Why 

all the fuss? I was just hungry. I did not 
mean to get into trouble." Actually it 
appeared that the bear retreated to the 
safety of the tree because someone 
came by the dumpster and frightened 
him. More likely than not, the person 
near the dumpster was a little scared too. 

We returned to the tree early the W.F. Underwood 

I could not help but draw an analo­
gy between the plight of this little bear 
and some of the young people Oneida 
is privileged to minister to. They often 
come to Oneida having done nothing 
really wrong. They were totally un­
aware that they were creating problems 
for themselves or others. :And, like the 
bear, they are often afraid and confused . next morning, hoping to see our furry 

friend before he went back to the forest. Appar­
ently, under the cover of darkness the bear had 
gone back to the hills. We made two or three trips 
past the tree during the day, but we never saw him. 

Our last day included a trip to Cades Cove with 
the promise of seeing deer, turkeys and maybe a 
bear. On our way, _we drove past the now-famous 
tree. Sure enough, our friend had returned for 
some breakfast. In fact, he dropped a pancake in 
the grass between the dumpster and the tree. Adam 
was excited, as we were, at the sight of this bear 
sitting in the tree. We went on to Cades Cove, 
where we saw several turkeys and a host of deer. 

about the things happening in their lives. They 
arrive on our campus with mixed emotions: ex­
cited about having the opportunity for a new start 
in life, but a little afraid of their new environment. 

Just as this bear would have to be lured out of 
the tree with food, we have to lure some of our 
students "out of the tree" with praise, attention, 
friendship and love. We are grateful for the chance 
to help young people who have found themselves 
"up a tree." 

W.F. "Bud" Undenvood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Pmt-time music direc­

tor. Send resume to: Nortonville Bap­
tist Church, Box 1119, Nortonville, 
KY 42442. 

SEEKING: Baptist church in 
Bowling Green looking for a part-time 
minister of youth to minister to ap­
proximately 40-enrolled youth. Send 
inquiry or resume to: Greenwood 
Baptist Church, 5 165 Scottsville 
Road, Bowling Green, KY 42104. 
Telephone: (502) 781-2378. 

SEEKING: Resumes are being 
accepted by Green Valley Baptist 
Church of Henderson, Nevada, for a 
senior pastor and a minister of music 
by Jan. 15, 1998. Send resume to 
Mike Pamham, chairman of senior 
pastor search committee, or Larry 
Reynolds, chairman of music pastor 
search committee, 270 N. Valle Ver­
de Drive, Henderson, NV 89014. 

SEEKING: A dually-alligned 
CBF and SBC church is looking for a 
half-time minister to youth. Commu­
nity-located church, solid foundation 
and great potential; salary and insur­
ance provided. Send resume to: First 
Baptist Church Shepherdsville, P.O. 
Box 26, Shepherdsville, K' • 40165. 

SEEKING: Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union Executive Direc­
tor-Treasurer Search Committee is 
accepting resumes for this position 
from Nov. 1 to Dec. 15, 1997. Mini­
mum qualifications: Master' s degree, 
five years related experience, work­
ing knowledge of WMU's organiza­
tion and function. Forward resume to: 
Jo Pelham, chairwoman, 109 Winona 
Court, Hopkinsville, KY 42240-5256. 

SEEKING: The Pastor Search 
Committee of First Baptist Church of 
Frankfort is accepting resumes at this 
time. Mail to: Pastor Search Commit­
tee, First Baptist Church, 201 St. Clair 
St., P.O. Box 5008, Frankfort, KY 
40602. 

SEEKING: Baptist church in Lex­
ington seeks to fill a full-time minis­
try position with an emphasis in youth 
and church-wide education. Send re­
sume to P.O. Box 22113, Lexington, 
KY 40502-2113. 

FOR SALE: GMC 4905, 42-pas­
senger, air-conditioned, restroom, re­
freshment center, video system, less 
than 30,000 miles on 8V-71 Detroit 
Diesel engine. Extremely well main­
tained. Coach is in beautiful condition 
inside and out. Completely updated 
and refurbished less than four years 
ago. Must see to appreciate. Asking 
$49,000. Call (606) 277-7391, ask for 
David. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church, located in Mayfield, Ky., is 
accepting resumes for the position of 
full-time associate pastor/minister of 
music. Please forward resume to: 
Gary Sanderson, 1510 Waverly 
Drive, Mayfield, KY 42066. 

SEEKING: Growing church 
seeks full-time music worship leader. 
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419; 
fax: (502) 843-3434. 

God's work in alumni churches 
A planning session of national 

alumni leaders on our campus gave 
opportunity to hear good news from 
church leaders in three states. 

Bob and Beth Wyatt, '75, work 
with Old Salem Church in Laurel 
River Association. The church went 
14 years without a baptism and in 
two months baptized eight, includ­
ing an 87-year-old man. The church 

Somerset. David Bullock, '88, is 
pastor of the one-year-old congre­
gation, "a unique Southern Baptist 
fellowship" with contemporary 
worship. The group numbers 251 
and expects to purchase 10 to 15 
acres on the new Somerset bypass. 

"We are seeing a strong move­
ment of the Lord," Glasgow pastor 
Ray Woodie said, describing Coral 

has the only Adults on 
Mission group in the as­
sociation. 

1978 alumnus Ronnie 
Pennington and his wife, 
Cynthia, celebrated 25 
years of marriage. Petry 
Memorial Church in 
Hazard sent them on an 
all-expense paid trip to 
the Bahamas. An unusu­
al partnership to reach 
multi-housing residents 
brought together the 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Hill Church. "It is excit­
ing to baptize several 
Sundays. We are re-ex­
amining every thing we 
do and raising the stan­
dard of excellence." 

church, police depart- Bill Whittaker 

Two Indiana pastors 
experience growth. Ran­
dy Gaskey, '91, rejoices 
in the debt reduced below 
$100,000 at First Baptist 
Church of Roselawn. 
The church plans to ac­
quire additional land and 
erect a needed education­
al building. David Puri­ment, Hazard Housing 

Authority and Kentucky River 
Comprehensive Care. The four en­
tities sponsor parenting and spouse 
abuse seminars, block parties and 
Bible studies at a local housing 
project. The church has full access 
to a building in the community. This 
Christmas the congregation will 
sponsor 58 children. The church 
also has renovated its facilities and 
currently exceeds its budget. 

Eagle Heights Church meets in 
the rural development center at 

chia, '92, became pastor of one­
year-old Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Rockville. They have grown 
from 35 members to 200 and_ bap­
tized 70 people in the past four 
years. 

Englewood, Ohio, Pastor Dan 
Kincer, '88, launched a Wednesday 
night program that attracts 50 youth 
and children. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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Volunteer shows age is no barrier to missions service 
By Dan Martin 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

AUSTIN, Texas (BP)- Lola 
Mae. Daniel turned 95 in late Sep­
tember, doing what God called her 
to do nine decades ago: teaching 
Chinese-speaking people about 
Jesus. 

The big difference is that she is 
teaching in Austin, Texas, where she 
lives in a retirement apartment 
building- not China or Taiwan or 
Hong Kong where she would rather 
be. 

Daniel is the oldest known Mis­
sion Service Corps volunteer in the 
Southern Baptist Convention. While 
not as active as she once was, she 
still teaches English- using the Bi­
ble- to a group of Chinese women 
in her home once a week and Sun­
day school in the international de­
partment at Austin's Hyde Park 
Baptist Church. 

"It's never too late to serve if the 
Lord is calling," Daniel said, al­
though admitting if she had her dru­
thers she would be in China. "I'd be 
there, right now, if I could," she 
said. 

It almost seems as if God gave 
the spry senior a missions career af­
ter she reached retirement age. 

• Daniel said she has known most 
of her life that God called her to be 

''Poll: Americans 
>are ambivalent 
-about adoption 

NEW YORK (RNS)- An 
adoption group survey found 
Ap:iericans have ,IIllxed feelings 
about adoption~ supporting it in 
g\!i1eral but harboring misgivings 
when asked about the details of 
forming a non-biological family . 

The,survey by the Evan B. 
:;Qonaldson: Adoption Institute 
• found people-believe adopting a 
c)tild is riot as good as physically 
,bearing a child. One in four say 
it is sometimes harder to love an 

. ,adopted child, Ass.ociated press · 
:: reported: . 

··• ,>': f'Qnce you -; .. ask mote prob0 

ing, questiorts about adoption, 
people really have· very mixed 
Jeelingst said Madeline Freun-

; dlich; ,executive director of the 
plljyat~; ,rionproµtwsearch group., 

>,,ftj 'Jtls very i:mportant for us to ( 
1,fnd~rstancd this -if we want to •• 
.!Jlove'forward to make sure that 
, all.of the 'cµildren in this country 

'' l} , who\.are,: waiting dor'. adoptive 
, .. irtfamilies actuallyiind them," Fie;- ;: 

"'undlicf\ said, • ;;, •• · ".· • 
p ;. The . poll found ,Americans 

whohad relatives who adopted 
were more lik:ely to support adop-

. • tion than those without such ail 
e?(perience. Neatly six .. in> 1 Q.,. 
Americans had.a friend oi:fanµ~ 
ly•>member involved. ·with an {' 
adoption. The poll also found half •• -

• .of those. surveyed believe adop~ . 
tion is better than being childless,· •• 

,·, bu(not .as good.as having .one's 
. own. child. ' • • • 

a missionary to China. When she 
was a small child, she recalled, her 
mother asked her where she was 
going when she went out to play. "I 
would tell her I was going to China, 
but that I would be back for lunch," 
Daniel said with a laugh. 

Daniel finished Howard Payne 
University in Brownwood, Texas, in 
1926 and was selected as a mission 
volunteer. But the International Mis­
sion Board (then Foreign Mission 
Board) did not have the money to 
send missionaries at the time. 

"They told us we could go if we 
could pay our own way. A few 
could, but not many," she recount­
ed. Unable to afford the cost, she 
taught school and went on mission 

. trips in the summer to scratch the • 
mission itch in her soul. 

She passed 35, the age at which 
missionary appointment was then 
cut off, but she did not give up hope. 
She was engaged once to be mar­
ried, but times were hard and her fi­
ancee joined the Navy. He was 
killed at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941. She still wears the engage­
ment ring he gave her. 

Life marched on: the war, then 
the communist takeover in China, 
then Korea. She continued to teach 
school and hope. 

She went to Alaska and New 
York and San Francisco on summer 

mission trips, still dreaming of 
someday going to China. She was a 
volunteer in the 16-week Billy Gra­
ham Crusade in New York City, 
working primarily in Chinatown, 
where she was particularly drawn. 

While she was teaching in Ozo­
na, a small west Texas town, her op­
portunity came. 

"I knew if I ever got to be 60, I 
would never go," she said. Not long 
afterward, she read in the Texas 
Baptist Standard that missionaries 
were needed to teach in, Taiwan and 
that those up to age 60 could apply. 

She did and moved quickly on 
fai.th. She purchased her own air­
plane ticket and shipped some of her 
personal items to Taiwan in a box 
she got from a lo.cal funeral home. 

She laughs as she recalls getting 
the call from the FMB telling her she 
was approved and telling them she 
could leave the next morning. 

In Taiwan, she taught English at 
a mission school during the day and 
Bible studies at night. 'She served 
until she reached the mandatory re­
tirement age of 70, the,1_1 stayed on 
two more years. She came home for 
a while, then went back for another 
year. 

Then Daniel came home and 
taught in a private school in San An­
tonio. At age 84, she retired again, 
only to learn that universities in the 

People's Republic of China were re­
cruiting teachers for their universi­
ties. 

She applied immediately, and de­
spite her age, was accepted. "They 
didn't ask and I didn't tell," she said. 

Finally, well beyond retirement 
age, she was able to serve in her be­
loved China, teaching at two schools 
for a semester each. 

China was in her heart, as was 
sharing Jesus. She led 95 students 
to faith in Christ; 57 in one school 
and 38 in the other. 

After her service in China, she 
was called to Howard Payne Univer• 
sity where she counseled, taught and 

"It's never too late 
to serve if the Lord 
is calling." 
95-year·old Mission 
Service Corps volunteer 
Lola Mae Daniel 

led Chinese;and. ~ther,~~tu?~n~s ··I·• • ~ ,u:,.t:,.;,~1.1 Jc­
to Jesus Chnst. Durmg seven-years ! 1J Q! -:r1 it.• 

working in the Brownwood, Texas, 
school, she led 114 students- some 
Chinese and some not- to faith in . 
her Savior. 

After seven years at Howard 
Payne, she "retired" again, this time 
to Austin, where she still keeps busy 
with her classes and her Sunday 
school. 

She has a ready laugh and a sto­
ry to tell. She is quick to point out 
her name is Daniel, without the "s." 
"I tell the students that without the 
's ,' it is singular. If it has an 's,' it is 
plural, and I am still single." 

And, singular she is, in age, in .ex­
perience and in commitment. 

Potter's Place brings hope to the homeless 
By" Clay Renick 
Baptist Press 

-v,..... - r 

KUNKLETOWN, Pa. (BP)­
Snow had fallen in the Pocono Moun­
tains of Pennsylvania as a small group 
was discussing the Bible study "Ex­
periencing God." 

"God is at work all around you," 
Grover and Melinda Fletcher told men 
who had come to the Potter's Place, 
an outreach to the homeless, jobless 
or addicted. "All you have to do is 
wait." 

Then a knock was heard at the 
door. Two people in a truck had slid 
off the road and needed help. 

Grover Fletcher and the men went 
out for a look while the passenger 
walked in. She was an 18-year-old girl 
with a beer in her hand. She had been 
for a ride with a married man. 

"She was very lost and searching 
for more than someone to pull out 
their truck," Melinda Fletcher said. 
"They had to stay until we could take 
them home." 

Mrs. Fletcher explained the gospel 
in private. The girl was interested and 
wanted to know more. She returned 
several days later and became a Chris­
tian. 

The event allowed those in the Bi­
ble study to see God moving, Mrs. 
Fletcher said. "He brought those peo­
ple to our door." 

The Fletchers, directors of Potter's 
Place, are Mission Service Corps vol­
unteers with the North American Mis­
sion Board. 

Pastors in the New York Metro 
Baptist Association wanted an out­
reach for homeless people. 

Two families donated 33 acres to 
Southern Baptists for the outreach and 

sponsored the new prograiiC ...., -~~•,'K'osp1fal ·tfoctor~ ~toldh[m-he ~as 
The compound is 100 miles from drinking himself to death. 

New York City and another 100 miles "I asked him (God) for help," he 
from the Philadelphia airport. But said. 
much of the ministry is local, Mrs. A Lutheran priest knew the man 
Fletcher said. and suggested the Potter's Place. Nine 

Participants agree to a 20-week months later, he now has a job, attends 
program combining Bible study, ca- church and recently got a driver's li­
reer development, problem-solving cense and car. 
and a 12-step alcohol rehabilitation "My life has never been this hap­
program called "God Help Me Stop." py," he said. "I'm at peace with my-

'This is are-creation ministry;'' she self." 
said. "We love them right where they The Potter's Place program starts 
are." with an interview and probation peri-

The outreach' s name came from • od. 
the Old Testament book of Jeremiah "If they don't want help, we can't 

.help them," Fletcher said. where the potter refashions the clay. 

"She was very lost 
and searching for 
more than 
someone to pull 
out their tr.uck." 
Melinda Fletcher, co· 
director of the Potter's 
House, an outreach to 
the homeless, jobless or 

• addicted 

Fletcher is a third-generation con­
tractor who graduated from seminary 
at age 53. • ' - ., 

"It's not a rehab, and it's :not a 
detox," Mrs. ·Fletcher explaine•d. 
"These men will be~dealing with this 
(addiction) the rest of tlieir lives." 

·, · -That's followed with a survey of 
job skills and a personal work project. 

• Fletcher builds something with each ' ., ' h, ' ' . ) . 
man to put "God's truth and their · ·- t .,_. __ • - '· 

Five men have been ih the program 
so far. One spent four years qn 'the 
streets of New York City. • 

"The only thing I was livin¥· for 
was to drink," said the man; · who 
asked that he not be identified. • • 

"I didn't want to face reality . I 
thought it was too harsh," he said 

Although he has an associate's de­
gree from college and worked for a 
grocery chain several years, his alco­
holism led to joblessness. 

He collected cans and slept in 
parks. A small welfare check helped. 

"Most of the time I made enough 
to get something to eat or drink," he 
said. , • 

His cardboard or plastic shelters 
were no match for the cold tempera­
tures, rain and snow. 

He got sick and needed help at the 

hapds ~o work," h~ e~P,lain~.~- . ,; ·:1,i:~~';,!Jtdfs 
55_;,.i°1 :il1t;b 

ProJects have mHuded • a' ch1clceR ~0 
• • ,ri5 - •

11
~ 

coop and fire pit. One man everi 
helped build a new workshop. 

"It's a wonderful place," said 
Johnny Rodriquez, a member of Mid-
dle ~reek Baptist Church in Kresgev-
. me; Pa. Rodriquez attends the Fletch-

• ei's Bible study, which is open to any­
one, 

Rodriquez dropped out of school 
in Puerto Rico and never learned to 
read. He's now married with children 
and works as a garbage man. 

"One day I'm going to be able to 
read the Bible,"· he said. "That's my 
dream." 

A woman from the Bible study tu­
tored him but couldn't continue when 
his Work hours changed. He's pray­
ing for another tutor. 

"I'm patient," he said. ''That's one 
thing I learned at the Bible study. You 
have to be waiting for what you want." 

. --~ 
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Six lines. "' 

o waiting. 
The Western Recorder has expanded its capacity to receive church newspages via modem on Monday mornings. 

• With six high-speed lines, in addition to access via the Internet or CompuServe, 
that means your church has six more reasons to publish its weekly or monthly newsletter 

in conjunction with the Recorder. E-mail us your newspage as late as Monday morning, 
and we'll print it Monday night and have it in the homes of your members as early as Wednesday. 

All for less than the cost of sending a postcard. 

Put the church's computer equipment to good use, while still saving money 
through the Recorder's church newspage plan. Doesn't matter how far away from Louisville you live, 

we're as close as your computer and phone line. 

Call (502) 244-6473 today for a personal consultation. 
We're waiting to hear from you, because we don't want you to be caught waiting 

on a less efficient means of communication. 

WESTERNRECORDBI 
Practical Resources for Christian Living 
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