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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

New Kentucky 
Baptist leader 
plans to listen 
before he leap~ 

• By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

As he begins his new role as 
executive secretary-treasurer of 
the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion Feb. 1, Bill Mackey's first 
priority is to listen to Kentucky 
Baptists. · 

Mackey, who was elected to 
the position by the KBC Exec­
utive Board Dec. 8, said he . 
hopes to conduct listening ses- . 
sions by region across the state 
"as soon ;is possible" after he 
arrives on the job. . . 

"I want to hear from the 
grassroots, what are their 
needs," he said in an interview 
just hours after his election. "If 
we're going to meet their needs, 
we've got to know what they 
need." 

Among the questions . he 
wants to ask, he said, are these: • 
What can the KBC do to help 
churches fulfill Jesus Christ's 
mission in their communities? 
How is the KBC doing in com­
municating with the churches? 
How can the KBC "deliver ex­
cellence?" 

At the same time he listens to 
the needs of churches across the ·· 
state, Mackey said he intends to 
sit down with the Executive 
Board staff and hear their ideas. 
He wants to help direct them to­
ward work that brings fulfillment, 
he explained. 

Mackey said he doesn't yet 
know what staff or structural re­
organization might occur under 
his leadership. It's far too early 
to predict that, he said. 
a See Kentucky Baptist .. . , page 3 

Xers have ambitious mission mindset 
• By Erich Bridges 

SBC International Mission Board 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-Gener­
ation X, th.ose younger adults who 
explore the limits of technology, rec­
reation and relationships, are taking 
that s·ame aggressive attitude into the 
mission field, say leaders of the South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board. 

Among those who embraced. the 
Internet and snow boarding, there's a 
"whole crew of people that are literal-

• 1y willing to die for their people 
group," said Jim Riddell, associate 
director of 1MB mission personnel 
selection. 

"These are people who have 
bought into this image ofliving on the 
edge, this goal of 'all peoples, noth­
ing less, ' and they want to do what it 

takes to reach their people group," he 
added. 

Generation Xers- the generation 
after Baby Boomers- total 44.6 mil­
lion Americans, if you count only 
those born from 1965 to 1976. Add 
the 72.4 million babies born after 1976 
and you have a colossal post-Boomer 
cohort. 

''They will define America and the 
West for the next 30 to 40 years," says 
Justin Long of the Global Evangeli­
zation Movement. They also will in­
creasingly define American involve-
ment in world missions. • 

Many are gofog as short-term 
workers to parts of the mission field 

home and share the vision with others 
in local churches. Others commit to 
the task for a lifetime and become ca­
reer missionaries. 

Emeritus 1MB missionary Jimmie 
Hooten, who helped lead a campaign 
to reach the Maasai people of Kenya, 
recalled seeing a number of adventur­
ous young missionaries arrive in Af­
rica during his latter years there. 
Hooten calls them "commandos." 

"They're possibility thinkers," 
added Lloyd Atkinson, 1MB associ­
ate vice president for mission person­
nel. ''They honestly believe every peo­
ple (group) in the world can be 
reached for Christ, and that this might 

where residents 
never have heard 
of Jesus or Chris­
tianity. 

Some · come 
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be the last gener­
ation of mission­
a See Young 

UTTERMOST PARTS Generation X missionaries increasingly ask to be sent to some of the toughest places-physically and spiritual/y­
in areas previously unreached by Christianity. The couple silhouetted here is a_ssigned to an unreached people group in Asia. (BP photo) 

Teens: Parents outweigh peers on decisions that affect future 
By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

PRINCETON, N.J. (ABP)-Par­
ents have more influence on their 
teens than they might think, accord­
ing to a new Gallup Poll. 

"Teenagers are looking to their 
parents for help in decisions that might 
affect their future and to friends for 
issues of the moment," Gallup's Prin­
ceton Religion Research Center re­
ported· in its Emerging Trends news­
letter. • 

The center's Gallup Youth Survey 
asked American teens to report the 
amount of influence they attribute to 
parents and peers in the decisions they 
make. • 

"The issue is not c;ut-and-dried," 
researchers reported. "Many decisions 
are made with considerable input from 
both parents and friends." 

Parents exert the most influence 
regarding long-term decisions, while 
friends win the day in the short term, 

the study stated. 
Gallup researchers divided their 

findings on who influences teen be­
haviors into three categories: 
■ Strong parental influence. ''The 

decisions most heavily influenced by 
parents are those that affect the teen's 
future and what kind of person he or 
she eventually will be," the research­
ers discovered. 

For example, the highest degree of 
parental influence, 77 percent, shapes 
whether or not teens should go to col­
lege, the survey found. That compares 
to just a 5 percent margin of influence 
for friends. • 

And 70 percent of teens said their 
parents provide the greatest influence 
regarding whether or not they should 
attend religious services. Only 9 per­
cent said their friends -primarily help 
shape that decision. 

Parents are more influential than 
friends in ensuring that teens do their 
homework, with a 66 percent/15 per­
cent division between parental and 

peer influence. Parents also provide 
the greatest input in whether or not to 
drink (50 percent) and whether or not 
to have sex (48 percent). 
■ Similar influence between par­

ents and peers. Both groups are influ­
ential in helping teens determine 
whether or not to smoke, with parents 
strongest for 47 percent of teens and 
peers strongest for 26 percent. 

Similar influences shape whether 
or not teens date, with parents still 
holding the edge, 45 percent to 29 
percent. 

The influence is more evenly di­
vided concerning what teens choose 
to read. Parents' influence matters 
most for 36 percent of teens, while 
peers influence 23 percent the most. 
■ Strong peer influence. Half of 

teens said their friends provide more 
influence than their parents regarding 
whether they should cut classes from 
school, with parents influential for 
only one-third of teens. . 

Friends out-influence parents 

when teens determine whom to date, 
- 44 percent to 25 percent, and concern­

ing the way they wear their hair, 47 
percent to 19 percent. Peer pressure is 
strongest when teens choose clothes, 
with 59 percent saying their friends 
influence them the most, compared to 
just 16 percent who wear what mom 
and dad think they should wear. 

The Gallup survey also showed 
parental influence decreases in the lat­
er teens. 

''The number of teens who report 
that parents have more influence than 
do their friends over decisions about 
attending religious services, drinking, 
having sex, smoking, dating, choice 
of books, hairstyle and whom to date 
decreases as they grow older," re­
searchers reported. 

The poll also indicated girls respect 
their parents ' influence more than 
boys in matters of having sex, wheth­
er to date and whom to date. Boys are 
more influenced by their parents than 
girls when they choose what to read. 



BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS Virginia president questions SBC's equity- {.;. 1/iMl!\f "'''"''''"/i 

ILriJ11/f ldtfll~", ■ Virginia's year-old 
conservative Baptist 

convention has added 
four people to its staff to 

coordinate ministries 
around the state. The 

convention already had 
employed an executive 

• director. The new 
positions are Christian 
education consultant, 

• missions catalyst, 
church-growth 
consultant and 

evangelism assistant. 

■ Mercer University 
trustees overwhelmingly 

approved a plan 
designed to ease 

tensions and chart future 
cooperation between the 

Macon school and the 
1.2 million-member 

Georgia Baptist 
Convention. In a closed­

door meeting Dec. 4, 
Mercer trustees voted 

38-5 in favor of a nine­
point reconciliation plan 

drafted by a study 
committee and approved 

by GBC messengers in 
November. 

By Michael Clingenpeel 
Virginia Religious Herald 

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)- The 
relationship between the Baptist Gen­
eral Association of Virginia and the 
Southern Baptist C~mvention is not a 
true "partnership" and needs to be re­
examined, the new BGA V president 
told a gathering of Virginia Baptist 
leaders Dec. 3. 

William Wilson, in his first address 
to the Virginia Baptist Mission Board 
since his election in November, said 
the SBC holds "a strange definition of 
partnership" because it accepts mon­
ey from BGA V churches while giv­
ing only token representation on na­
tional denominational committees to 
the state group. 

Wilson, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Waynesboro, Va., cited sta­
tistics showing BGA V churches gave 
more than $11 million to SBC causes 
in 1997, while 75 percent of trustees 
of SBC agencies from Virginia came 
from churches related to the Southern 
Baptist Conservatives of Virginia, a 
new state convention that split off 
from the BGA V last year. 

. "I'm not the smartest person in the 
world, but I get the idea, 'We want 
your money but we don't want you,' 
Wilson said about the SBC. "We in 
effect are funding things (while) we 
have absolutely no say in how money 
is spent, and personally I'm responsi-

ble for being a better steward than 
that." • 

Wilson, who has served on the 
Coordinating Council of the Cooper­
ative Baptist Fellowship, added he 
would ask next year's BOA V budget 
committee to consider the meaning of 
partnership as it prepares the 1999 
budget. 

He said he will ask the group to 
bring a' budget at next year's annual 
BGA V meeting that is "simpler and 
clearer" and which recognizes "those 
who want to join with us in our mis­
sion and will treat us as a full partner 
in God's family." 

Wilson's comments on the 
BGA V's still-unsettled relationship 
with the SBC came in a largely posi­
tive address in which he characterized 
the final years of this century as "a 
wonderful time to be a Baptist, a Vir­
ginia Baptist." 

Virginia Baptists were forced by 
years of denominational conflict to 

• Iediscover "how we see ourselves and 
· what we value." This process of "self­

identification," Wilson said, resulted 
in new coriu:nitments to autonomy, 
mission and partnership. 

"The future lies in helping local 
churches be God's people in their 
place," Wilson said, but he called the 
challenges in Virginia greater than 
churches can handle alone. "We're 
looking for partners, ... people that can 
help us." Such future partnerships, 

cautioned Wilson, should "perform 
ministry consistent with the vision and 

·values of the BOA V" in addition to 
accepting BGA V money. 

The SBC, Wilson continued, has 
not wanted a true partnership. Instead, 
they have used the Cooperative Pro­
gram unified budget "as an instrument 
of coercion," he said. 

According to statistics prepared for 
Wilson by the BOAV treasurer's of­
fice and confirmed by the Religious 
Herald, 24 trustees from Virginia 
serve on SBC trustee boards includ­
ing the Executive Committee, Inter­
national Mission Board, North Amer­
ican Mission Board, Sunday School 
Board, Annuity Board; Ethics & R:e­
ligious Liberty Commission, c'oquuit­
tee on boards and commi~e on com-
mittees and six seminaries. • 

Half, or 12, are in churches unique­
ly aligned with the Southern Baptist 
Conservatives of Virginia. Three are 
in dually aligned churches. Two are 
in churches whose giv\ng plans give 
only minimal financial support _to 
~OAY ministries. . . . . • 

• Of the remaining seven trustees in 
Virginia, five belong to diu.rches 
which support both the· BOA V and 
SBC through a giving track that di­
vides funds between the two. Two 
others belong to churches which sup­
port other BOA V giving options 
which do not include funding for the 
SBC. 

■ A 34 percent 
increase in student 

conversions highlighted 
the 1997 Southern 

Baptist Student Ministry 
Report shared Dec. 2 

with state student 
directors gathered in 

Nashville. According to 

Effort integrates evangelism, Sun~~Y s~hoql 

the annual statistics 
compiled by the Sunday 
School Board's national 
student ministry office, 

7,368 student 
conversions were 

reported in 1997, up 
1,833 from the 1996 

total of 5,535. Another 
large increase was 

reported in the number 
of college students 

involved in missions, up 
from 27,056 in 1996 to 

30,152 this year. 

■ Correction: A story on 
page 2 of the Recorder's 

Dec, 2 issue, "Fletcher 
calls Calvinism recurring 

'fault line,"' incorrectly 
cited the influence of 

Joseph Arminius. The 
correct name is Jacob 

Arminius. 

NASHVILLE (BP)- If you chart­
ed the number of baptisms in South­
ern Baptist churches each year for the 
past 16 years, you'd have what no 
physician ever wants to see on a heart 

• monitor- a flat line. 
"At the same time the U.S. popu­

lation is skyrocketing, we remain on 
a flat line in baptisms," Bobby Welch, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Day­
tona Beach, Fla., told Sunday school 
directors and associates gathered Dec . . 
8-9 for annual planning meetings. 

Illustrating just how disappointing 
Southern Baptists' baptismal record 
has become, Welch quoted statistics 
from the 1996 Uniform Church Let­
ter which revealed more than 10,000 
Southern Baptist churches reported no 
baptisms during the year, and more 
than 13,000 reported only one to five. 
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"We can't go on like this forever 
and survive," he said. "Eventually, 
we're going to die." 

Welch .was helping introduce' 
"FAITH," a strategy developed by the 
Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board to stimulate a dramatic upturn 
in baptisms in the SBC in the next five 
years. The new initiative is modeled 
after a program carried out at Welch's 
church the last 12 years. 

FAITH ties personal evangelism 
training to the Sunday school organi­
zation. Workers agree to attend 16 
training sessions and practice what 
they learn in home visits. The strate­
gy also includes weekly meetings for 
Sunday school teachers and group 
leaders, intentional discipleship and 
plans for assimilating new Christians 
into the life of the church. 

"This is a lot more than just learn­
ing a new gospel presentation," said 
Sunday School Board official Bill 
Taylor. "It really marries evangelism 
to the strength of a Great Commission 
Sunday school organization. I believe 
it will help us get 'soul-winning' back 
into the heart of our Bible study pro-
gram." ' 

From the 1920s through the '50s, 
Taylor said, everything the Sunday 
School Board produced talked about 
"soul-winning." But beginning in the 
1960s, "we stopped talking about 
'winning' people to Christ and we 
started talking about 'reaching' peo­
ple. You can 'reach' people and still 
not 'win' them to Christ." 

Taylor said he knew the FAITH 
strategy needed to originate in a local 
church. 

"Who would like to put 
the angel in the picture'?" 
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KENTUCKY 
· Frustration sparked annual Christmas gift 

LOUISVILLE-Christmas time 
should be a time of joy, but four years 
ago Jo Brewer was frustrated. And it's 
that frustration which led her to bring 
some joy into the lives of 
children every Christmas 
afterward. 

Brewer was starting her 
morning shift at a Waffle 
House near 1-64 when she 
noticed two teenagers who 
had come in. 

The boys had no mon­
ey but had come in to get 
warm. Brewer treated H 
them to hot chocolate, and Brewer 
they started telling their 
story. 

The two had spent the night out­
side in the restaurant's cardboard re­
cycling bin. They had run away from 
Spring Meadows, a Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children facility in Louis­
ville. 

Brewer called Spring Meadows, 
and after staff came and picked the 
boys up, she paced with frustration, 
wondering if more could have been 
done for them. 

"When my shift was over, I drove 

to Spring Meadows and asked, 'What 
can I do for you?'," she recalled. 
"Nine days later, we had a party." 
That's no small task for a campus with 

nearly 60 youth. 
This holiday season 

marks the fourth Christmas 
party Brewer has orga­
nized at Spring Meadows 
She said the event (held 
Dec. 12 this year) gives her 
a chance to get to know the 
teenagers-all victims of 
abuse and neglect-and to 
encourage others to get in­
volved on their behalf. 

"Every year I talk about 
(the party) and God puts people in my 
path," Brewer said. "Money and food 
just roll in." 

Louisville Gas and Electric and the 
University of Louisville have sent 
their mas.cots. Grady the Clown and 
the Frisch' s Big Boy also attend. Res­
taurants and food service companies 
have donated food or offered dis­
counts toward the meal. Family, 
friends, fellow members of Franklin­
ton Baptist Church in Henry County 
and even Waffle House customers 

who overhear Brewer's plans 'have 
come on board. 

"I'm still amazed at how it all 
works," Brewer said. The party itself 
is the goal, but she is quick to share 
her other agenda. 

''Teenagers are misunderstood and 
labeled as bad kids," Brewer said. 
"But underneath that wall there's 
someone who's in pain. I want the 
kids to drop that wall long enough to 
find the essence of themselves as a 
child of God. That's who they are­
not the actions they do or the things 
they say." 

Last year Brewer organized a co~­
mittee of Spring Meadows residents 
to help plan the party. Wish lists we.re 
compiled and every child received at 
least one gift. 

"I was led to get the kids involved," 
she said. "It's important for them to 
learn how to plan things and be ac­
countable. There's a lot of pride in-

. volved for them to be able to say 'I 
helped with this."' 

Earlier this year, Brewer received 
the Herndon Award from Spring 
Meadows for her work on the Christ­
mas party. 

"I want the kids to 
know that they are 
lovable and 
capable." 
Jo Brewer 

Kentucky Baptist leader's 2 themes: Relationship & service 
Continued from page 1 

However, he said he has learned 
much from being on the inside of a 
major reorganization of the South 
Carolina Baptist Convention staff 
about five years ago. That reorgani­
zation moved him from the role of 
state evangelism director to leader of 
a team concentrating on leadership 
development and church growth 
through evangelism. 

In comments to the Executive 
Board the day of his election, Mack­
ey emphasized two key words: rela­
tionships and service. He talked about 
the need to build relationships across 
the state and the need for the KBC to 
serve churches as they seek to minis­
ter. 

Those themes carry through much 
of Mackey' s conversation. 

The purpose of a state Baptist con­
vention, he said, is "to be a channel 
for world evangelism and missions 
and to assist the churches in becom­
ing Great Commission churches." 
That includes helping churches grow 
and fulfill God's mission in their com­
munities, he added. 

For the KBC to do that well re­
quires the kind of team-building that 
crosses traditional lines of responsibil­
ity, he said. For example, he cited pro­
viding support for youth ministry as 
one need that crosses the lines of many 
traditional state convention depart­
ments. 

- Serving the needs of local church­
es does not mean a state convention 
must lessen its focus on state, nation­
al_ or world missions, Mackey said. "If 
you're going to reach very far, you've 
got to have a strong base." . 

He cited the KBC's far-reaching 
partnership missions program as one 
of the convention's best assets. '.'Peo­
ple who go away and experience mis­
sions come back home more commit­
ted to local missions," he said. 

The emphasis on ministry both at 
home and away is pivotal for the cur-

rent era, which Mackey calls a "mil­
lennium moment," a reference to the 
upcoming tum of the century. "This 
is one of the greatest days of opportu­
nity we've ever had," he said. 

Mackey was described by search 
committee chairwomari Peggy Hicks 
as "non-political."Asked whether that 
description is true, or even possible in 
Baptist life today, he responded in the 
affirmative. 

He said he is "open to working 
with all the churches" of the KBC, 
regardless of political or theological 
differences. "I hope Kentucky Bap­
tists will give me the opportunity to 
build relationships with all of them 
and to serve all of them," he said. 

In South Carolina, Mackey said, he 
has worked with people and churches 
of all types and he has friends from 
"all perspectives of convention life." 

The key, he emphasized again, is 
relationships. 

"I hope to build a fabric of rela­
tionships that can withstand challeng­
es that come," he said. "Those are 
going to come .. -. . The key is to have 
a relationship that will allow you to 
work through that." 

Mackey said he hopes to lead Ken­
tucky Baptists to discover a vision for 
the future that would be "captivating 
and contagious enough" that all Ken­
tucky Baptists would want to be a part 
of it • 

His emphasis will not be on what 
divides Baptists, but. on what unites 
Baptists in mission and ministry, he 
said. "You do what you focus on. If 
you focus on the mission, it is more 
difficult to focus on the negative." · 

One of the key things he's learned 
in South Carolina is that a state con­
vention can't serve churches of all siz­
es in the same way, he said. Church 
size is .one of the greatest indicators 
of what a.church's needs will be, he 
noted. 

. Mackey explained, for example, 
that in South Carolina he has begun 

BEGINNING WITH PRAYER Kentucky Baptist Convention Executive Secretary-Treasurer 
Bill Mackey and the KBC Executive Board pray following the vote to hire Mackey. The new 
leader said he wants to learn from churches what the KBC can do to help them fulfill 
Christ's mission in their communities. • 

• offering special trammg sessions 
grouped by church size during the 
state evangelism conference·. 

Kentucky, like South Carolina, 
faces a new challenge of helping 
churches of all sizes reach not only 
people who have some church back­
ground but also an increasing number 
who have no church background, he 
said. 

The most natural form of evange­
lism in today's society is one built on 
relationships, he said. Christians -
"must understand that they've got to 
bridge people from the community to 
the church," Mackey said. This hap­
pens best through personal relation­
ships, as people get excited about 
what's happening at their churches, 
about what God is doing in their lives, 
and share that with the people they 
know, he said. 

• He has learned the value of this not 
only through his work with the South 
Carolina convention, but as. a pastor 
in Eastern Kentucky. During his ten­
ure as pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Whitesburg from _1969-1979, Sun-

day school enrollment grew 200 per­
cent and missions giving grew 386 
percent. He averaged baptizing one 
person per week over the 10-year pe­
riod. 

The Whitesburg church also began. 
three mission churches during that 
time, with four mission pastors called 
out of the mother church. The 
church's ministry under Mackey's 
leadership was featured in a 1977 
book called "More than Talk," pub­
lished by the Southern Baptist Home 
Mission Board. 

Through the Whitesburg experi­
ence, Mackey learned many things, he 
said. But two stand out most, he not­
ed. 

The first is that "God can do things 
beyond what you have dreamed or 
envisioned," he said. "At Whitesburg 
we were just trying to lo.ve the people 

· and meet needs, and God blessed." 
The second, he added, is that "God 

is in the miracle business of changing 
the lives of p~ople. He will change the 
lives of people you . would never 
dream he could change." 

Kentucky faces a 
new challenge of 
helping churches 
of all sizes reach 
an increasing 
number of people 
with no church 
background, 
Mackey said. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 16, 1997 3 



OPINION 
WESTERN RECORDER Cartoon insensitive 

P.O. Box43969 I was appalled to see the cartoon 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 · • on page 2 of the Nov. 18 Western 
(ISSN 0043-4132) Rec~rder. Whatsegme_ntofK~ntucky 

Bapl:lsts would find this amusmg? 
MARK-WINGFIELD This scene is insulting to people 

Editor with disabilities, to the Kentucky Reg­
istry of Interpreters, to women who 

DAVID Wl~FREY work and to the entire congregation, 
News Director obviously in church on 

MAURI SMITH Sunday mornings since 
• Marketing & Business this is a "dayjob," to 

Manager whom the character is 
C.R. DALEY speakin~. . 

Editor Emeritus . ~s th_is som: k!nd of 
ms1de Joke w1thm the 

Earnestly contend for the ministerial association? 
faith which was once for Please define "the 

all delivered to the dumb." 
saints.-Jude3 Does the Western 

Western Recorder is Recorder staff not un­
published weekly by Western derstand the ministry of 

Recorder Inc., an agency of the dedicated interpreters who help the 
the Kentucky Baptist less fortunate understand the word of 

Convention, Box 43969, God? 
Louisville, Ky. 40253, except This is a sad day for a publication 

for one week in July and that boasts of supplying practical re­
. December. For general sources for Christian living. As a Ken­
mformat,on, call (502) 244- lucky Baptist I am embarrassed by 
6470. Fax: (502) 244-6474. ' 
Send e-mail to CompuServe 

your lack of sensitivity. 
Mrs. Donald L. Ensor 

LaGrange 

Prayer for peace 
' At the funeral of the slain Heath 

High School students, six clergy 
spoke and all shared the gospel. They 

• said evil is not the will of God and that 
humans have free will to 
make their own choices. 
The last minister . to 
speak spent a few mo­
ments on a soapbox with 
angry words about a na­
tion that "removes a 
plaque from the class­
room wall stating 'Thou 
shalt not murder"' and 
the absence of prayer to 
begin the day. His ser­
mon epitomizes the way 

many feel today. 
Some newspaper editorials are 

suggesting the removal of family val­
ues and "God" from public schools is 
to blame for this tragedy. Others pick 
on the lack of gun control legislation. 

Thirty-five students did begin their 

102667, 1300, and the 
Internet, wesrec@ntr.net. 

Periodicals postage paid at 
Louisville, Ky. 

The 'Abstract of Principles': Why I signed it 

To subscribe: Send $10.60 
for a one-year, individual 

subscription. Group 
subscriptions on the church 

budget plan are $8.50 per 
year. An additional church 

newsletter service is available 
for churches of all sizes. All 
subscriptions are payable in 

advance, except church 
accounts, which require a tax 

exemption number. 

To register change of address: 
Send the mailing label from 

page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 

departmental the Western 
Recorder address. 

T.o give news tips: Call (502) 
244-6471, fax to (502) 244-

647 4 or write the editor or 
news director. 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be 

considered for publication , 
provided they do not make a 

personal attack on anyone. 
Letters are limited to 300 

words and may be edited for 
length. 

To place an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns 

on an inside page are paid 
space. Claims made by 

advertisers are not 
necessarily those of the 

Western Recorder's staff and 
• directors. 

Directors: Bill Thurman, 
Lexington, chairman; Jim 

.Abernathy, Covington, 
secretary; Laura Beville, 

Bowling Green; Mark Boes, 
Cecilia; Tom Curry, 

Louisville; Mike Harmon, 
Princeton; Frank Hatfield, 

Shepherdsville; Barry 
Howard,' Corbin; Bill 

Marshall, Louisville; Charles 
Midkiff, Greenville; June B. 

Rice, Paintsville~ Kenneth 
Wells, Somerset. 

By Henlee Barnette 

The "Abstract of Principles," 
Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary's governing theological docu­
ment, must be signed by aU faculty 
members. Some have implied that 
those of us who signed the Abstract 
before the seminary was taken over 
by the fundamentalists but did not 
accept all the principles in toto were 
hypocritical. This is a false charge. 

Before I joined the faculty in 
1951, I informed the administration 
that I could not accept some of the 

of the founding fathers, namely Will­
iam Owen Carver and John Richard • 
Sampey. Carver related how John 
Broadus refused to accept the origi­
nal Abstract statement that God chose 
some to heaven and others to damna­
tion. Hence a compromise with a 
"Broadus spin." Result: See above 
statement on election which still 
means what the original statement pre­
scribed but with less shock. Thus, here 
is an example of a compromise. 

Broadus never tried to hoodwink 
the faithful for political purposes by 
holding that every word in the Bible 

is inerrant and to be theological state­
ments in the Abstract. 
For example, I could 
not in good con­

, COMMENTARY .taken literally. Broad­
us in his Lyman 
Beecher Lectures at 

science accept the article on elec­
tion. It reads: "Election is God's 
eternal choice of some persons unto 
everlasting life-not because of 
foreseen merit in them, but of his 
mere mercy in Christ-in conse­
quence of which choice they are 
called, justified and glorified." 

To ine it expressed the view that 
God chose some people to go to heav­
en, and by implication, otpers to hell. 

This smacks of theological deter­
minism and ignores the numerous 
Scriptural texts indicating that God 
desires all to be saved. John 3: 16, the 
gospel in a sentence, declares that 
"whosoever" will believe will be 
saved. Numerous other passages ex­
press the same truth that God does not 
"wish that any one should perish" (2 
Peter 3:9). Indeed, this is the message 
of the New Testament. 

The acting president of the semi­
nary assured me that the Abstract of 
Principles was: (1) an abstract and not 
a complete theological statement; (2) 
a statem~nt of principles and not a set 
of rules; and, (3) the result of com­
promise by those who put it together. 
For example, some founders of the 
seminary insisted that the term "au­
thoritative" be put in the Abstract 
about the Bible instead of "infallible," 
and it was done. 

Some of us studied with students 

Yale University, published under the 
title "The Preparation and Delivery of 

• Sermons," warns that there are "spu­
rious texts" in the New Testament 
which should never be used as a basis 
for sermons. Also see his great com­
mentary on Matthew's Gospel. No 
doubt he must have voted for the Bi­
ble as "authoritative" instead of the 
term "infallible" in Article I of the 
Abstract. 

Dale Moody, a distinguished de­
ceased Southern Baptist theologian, 
could not accept Article XIII of the 
Abstract concerning "The Persever­
ance of the Saints." Both John R. 
Sampey, formerly president of the 
seminary and distinguished biblical 
scholar, and Ellis Fuller, president of 
the seminary, approved Moody for a 
place on the faculty. Moody had ex­
plained to them that he followed the 
renowned Greek scholar A.T. Robert­
son's view that Hebrews 5: 11-6:20 
and 10:19-39 reflected the possibility 
of "falling from grace." 

Moody taught at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary until forced out 
by fundamentalists. The seminary lost 
one of its most not~d theologians. 
• Students and the public know that 

some recently employed personnel 
(Danny Akin, vice president for aca­
demic affairs and dean of the school 
of theology, and Thom Rc:iiner, dean 
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day praying aloud in a public school.­
And even the most lenient gun laws 
forbid underage carrying of weapons. 
Many people are using this issue to 
continue to blame society, media and 
the nation for this tragedy. 

But it's our nation, of the people, 
by the people, for the people. You 
are society. I am society. It's our 
community leadership and role 
modeling (or lack of) that defines 
our nation more than its laws. We 
need to stop blaming institutions for 
social problems and take a proactive 
role in creating a better society. 
Churches need to quit our political 
agendas and petty arguments and 
teach the love of Jesus Christ to our 
neighbors and enemies. 

At the funeral, the school choir 
sang the Prayer of St. Francis: "Lord, 
make me an instrument of thy peace; 
where there is hatred let me sow love 
... " In the memory of Kayce, Jessica 
and Nicole I pray to God for the cour­
age and strength to stand against vio­
lence, actively work for peace and 
share the love of Christ. 

Jacob Zimmer 
Lexington 

of the Billy Graham School of Mis­
sions, Evangelism and Church 
Growth) who have signed the Abstract 
of Principles, openly declare that they 
are not five-point Calvinists (Weste~ 
Recorder, Sept. 16, 1997, p. 4). 

But they declared by signing the 
Abstract that they believe God elect­
ed some people to heaven and by im­
plication, others to damnation. This 
involves the concept of a limited 
atonement. I assume they believe 
-these points of Calvinism or they got 
the same deal that Moody and I got, 
along with numerous other faculty 
members, who maintained their integ­
rity by being intellectually honest. In­
cidentally nothing is said in the 20 ar­
ticles of the Abstract about evange­
lism or church growth. 

I fully accept the statement in both 
• Abstract and "The Baptist Faith and 
Message" as to the nature of the Bible 
because "authoritative," "perfect trea­
sure," ''truth," "without any mixture 
of error for its matter," refer specifi­
cally to faith or religion. Unfortunate­
ly, the conventioncrats have added a 
view that the •Bible itself does not 
claim: that it is inerrant in science, 
philosophy, history, psychology and 
all areas of reality. The "Baptist Faith 
and Message" committee made it 
clear in the introductory statement of 
the historic view of Baptists concern­
ing confessions "that we do not regard 
them as complete statements of faith, 
having any quality of finality or infal­
libility." Rather they are "statements 
of religious convictions- and are not 
to be used to 'hainper freedom of 
thought or investigation in other 
realms of life." 

The "Abstract of Principles" was 
a product of devout men . of God of 
intellectual honesty. They took the 
Bible seriously without a political 
agenda. They made no claim to om­
niscience. They compromised in the 
spirit of sweet reasonableness. 

In the light of this noble tradition, 
• I signed the Abstract. Result? A fruit­
ful teaching ministry for more than a 
quarter of a century-Dei gratia. 

Henlee Barnette is professor emeritus 
of Christian ethics at Southern Seminary. 
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You can lead a kid to give gifts, 
~ut he'll still do it his own way 

HESAID Teaching children to be socially 
responsible is not for the faint of heart. 

Sunday night on the way to a 
Christmas event at church, our two 5-
year-olds and I went shopping for gifts 
to put under our church's "Christmas 
Connection" tree. Christmas Connection 
is our suburban chu_rch's partnership 
with an inner-city church to provide 
Christmas presents for low-income 

Mark Wingfield parents to give their children. 
On the way to Target, we stopped to 

get gas at a nearby Chevron station. As always, both boys 
immediately honed in on the big poster advertising the cute 
little Chevron cars for kids that can be purchased for a certain 
amount with a fill-up. They've been lusting after the current 
models for months now. 

But Garrett quickly seized the idea that the Chevron cars 
. would make great gifts. Wonderful idea, I thought to myself, 
and it keeps us out of the Target madhouse. Luke concurred 
that was a good idea, except he insisted it would only work if 
we bought him a car also. 

I explained that we weren't shopping· for him, but that we 
were trying to help someone else. Then I added the clincher, 
trying to help him see that the height of moral action is to 
give someone else what you desperately want yourself. 

Nothing doing. No amount of sermonizing would convince 
Luke to take the moral high ground: If he couldn't have a car, 
he wasn't about to give one to someone else. So I marched to 
the counter and bought Garrett's gift car alone. 

Still skeptical of what this was all about, though, Luke 
nearly put me in a corner as we wheeled out of the gas 
station. I had told him that without these gifts from our 
church, some children might not have any Christmas 
presents at all. 

"Not even from Santa?" he shot back in a flash. 
Realizing I was trapped, I conceded partial defeat and 

entered Target several levels below the moral high ground 
where I had started. 

SHESAID · To give him his due, Luke also is the • 
child who wants to help as many poor 
people as he can, so he's not completely 
selfish. He just wants it all, and wants 
everybody else to have it all too. 

While we have to give them some 
reality checks, we also want to keep the 
magic of Christmas alive for our children 
as long as we can. 

And, for us, that includes Santa 
Claus. Alison Wingfield 

We have had some interesting car 
conversations about Santa. "Who made Santa?" is their 
favorite question for this week. When I do the old turn-it­
around technique and say, "Who do you think made Santa?" 
they say, "God did." 

And, chicken that I am, I leave it at that. 
They also are greatly concerned that Santa is going to get 

burned if we light a fire in our fireplace. This wasn't a problem . 
in our old house, because we didn't have a fireplace. We have 
assured them that the fire will be out before Santa arrives. I 
just hope they haven't noticed the cap I had put on _the top of 
our chimney to keep birds from nesting in it. They believe 
Santa is magic, but fitting in the chimney through the cap 
might be a stretch even for their fertile imaginations. 

At the same time, we use our home Advent wreath and 
continually salt our conversation by pointing out the true 
meaning of Christmas. • 

An exciting discovery for the boys this year was finding 
the meaning of Christmas wrapped up in the word itself. 
Finding the Christ in Christmas should be a major revelation 
for us all. 

OPINION 
BWf■iJKdllllllri&Wlilll 

The· eyes of all are upon Texas Baptists 
Down in Texas they sing a little tune every time the 

University of Texas plays football: "The Eyes of Tex­
as are Upon You." The lyrics symbolize the fact that 
Texas is such a big presence that its influence is omni­
present. 

I don't recall ever hearing of Texas Baptists singing 
th;it song as a hymn, but as closely tied as football and 
religion are in the Lone Star State, it's possible. Today, 

conservative tum since 1979 have come from Texas: 
Paul Pressler, Paige Patterson, W.A. Criswell, Ed 
Young, Jimmy Draper and Morris Chapman, to name 
a few. Yet these national figures have not been able to 
wield a similar influence in their own state. This has 
been the case in most other old-line states as well, but 
Texas is highly significant because the impetus for con­
servatives to gain control of .the SBC came from 

Pressler and Patterson in Texas. though, the tables have turned, and the lyr­
ic would have to be redirected to apply to 
Texas Baptists. Rather than Texans keep­

I SBC leaders, from a pragmatic stance EDITORIAL 
alone, should be courting leaders of the 

Baptist General Convention of Texas rather than shun­
ning them. Texas Baptists gave $21.6 million to the 
SBC Cooperative Program in the 1996-97 church year. 
That's 14 percent of the SBC' s total Cooperative Pro­
gram receipts for the year from one state. 

ing a watchful eye on everyone else, all other Southern 
Baptists state conventions have an eye on Texas. 

Baptists outside Texas are watching intently to see 
what will be the result of the most sweeping changes to 
affect an established state Baptist convention this cen­
tury. People who pay attention to Baptists know that 
what happens in Texas could have a profound influ­
ence on other state conventions as well. 

The changes in Texas are multiple, and they're com­
ing from more than one dir~ction. 

First, Texas Baptists in November adopted the re­
port of a special study committee that affirmed the state 
convention's "autonomy" and authorized Texas Bap­
tists to appoint missionaries, offer new options for theo­
logical education, publish their own Sunday school lit­
erature and create mission partnerships with Southern 
Baptist Convention and non-SBC groups. 

I Relationships between the SBC and all state con­
ventions are in the greatest period of flux in at least 70 
years. Many state conventions are redefining their pur­
pose .and re-emphasizing their own roles in reaching 
their states for Christ On top of that, reorganization on 
the SBC level has left the long-established home mis­
sions relationships between the SBC and state conven­
tions up for grabs. We have yet to see how the new 
North American Mission Board will relate to old-line 
state conventions. 

Texas Baptists, in ~ characteristic Texas spirit, de­
clared their independence. They said they will contin­
ue to cooperate with the SBC in world missions, but at 
the same time have given notice that they will chart 
their own course apart from the SBC' s instruction. 

I Texas conservatives are about to experience on 
the state level what SBC moderates have experienced 
on the national level. The Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship, though a healthy missions enterprise, has faced 
an uphill battle in getting tradition-bound churches to 
redirect their missions money outside established SBC 
channels. In Texas, inertia is heavily on the side of the 
existing state convention. It will be a hard sell for con­
servative pastors to lead their churches to change the 
routing of state missions money. 

One of their primary selling points has been an ex­
planation of the vast needs for mission and ministry 
in Texas. There are more unchurched Texans than there 
are total residents in 42 states of our nation or 143 coun­
tries of the world. 

Second, in response to adoption of this report a group 
of Texas Baptist conservatives has voted to form a new 
state convention. The conservatives believe the Texas 
convention should fall in line behind the SBC. 

I By size and influence alone, Texas is a force to be 
reckoned with. With 2.7 million members, the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas could be considered the 
nation's ninth-largest Protestant denomination. There 
are more Baptists in, Texas than there are Episcopa­
lians in the whole nation. 

All these actions are significant and worthy of ob­
servation. Here's why: 

It's no wonder, then, that the eyes of all are upon 
Texas. 

I Many of the most prominent leaders of the SBC' s 

And the government of his people ••• 
By Carey Newman 

' Last in a three-part series 

From the very beginning of the 
Christian movement, Christians be­
gan to change the understanding of 
God. Old Testament 
texts clearly addressed 
to God were scandal­
ously re-addressed by 
Christians to the resur­
rected Jesus. 

Christians felt the lib­
erty to substitute Jesus 
for God in their depic- • 
tions of the final judg­
ment scenes of the whole 
earth. Christians began 
to offer worship to Jesus, just as they 
did to God the Father. Christians also 
began to baptize "in the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit." 
All ofthis was driven by the fact that 
Christians had come to the conclusion, 
based upon the resurrect10n, that Jesus 
was divine. 

No doubt there were echoes, hints 
and even some outright statements to , 
this effect before the resurrection. 
Starting with the trial and working 

backward we can see that Jesus' self­
understanding, his words and deeds 
were all consistent with this: Jesus 
from his birth (and even according to 
Paul and John) was "very God of very 
God." 

This truth-as central as it is to 
Christianity-can ob­
scure another .point 
about Jesus, one equally 
true and equally crucial. 
Jesus had a prophetic 
calling and spent most of 
his time engaged in a 
prophetic ministry, to 
call Israel to repentance. 

Thus, Jesus' parables 
were not, in the first in­
stance, designed to teach 

his divinity (although many of them 
had very profound implications in this 
direction). They were his attempts to 
show Israel how wayward she had 
become and to point to the only true 
path back home. Jesus' miracles, con­
trary to popular characterization, were 

- not attempts to prove·unquestionably 
his divinity (as they have been regu­
larly construed from the 18th century 
until today). They were, instead, visi­
ble demonstrations that Israel's Mes-

- Mark Wingfield 

siah was present, that Israel's history 
had reached its climactic moment in 
Jesus. 

The axis upon which Jesus' king­
dom preaching turned was not that he 
was divine (as he most certainly was), 
but that the long-awaited kingdom had 
arrived; that Israel should welcome it, 
heed Jesus' prophetic summons to be 
Israel and thereby avoid the cata­
stropl)ic judgment which was surely 
to befall all who failed to repent. 

So, too, with his birth. We are all 
too quick to emphasize the miraculous 
and the divine, almost to the exclusion 
of the prophetic. 

Both Matthew and Luke, howev­
er, are careful to place the birth of 
Jesus in the context of God's dealing 
with Israel. Jesus was the "consola­
tion" and "redemption" of Israel. 
Through Jesus God was helping his 
servant Israel, fulfilling the promises 
to Abraham and the rest of the fathers. 
Jesus is the "Savior" of,the house of 
David. 

The child who Mary placed in a 
manger was not only Immanuel, "God 
with us," but that child was destined 
to be the one upon whose shoulders 
God placed the future oflsrael and the 
whole world. That child was both di­
vine and human. 
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KENTUCKY 
BLUEGRASS BURGOO 'Seize opportunities,' Toole tells KBC Executive Board 
■ Paul Radosevich, 

minister of education at 
Berea Baptist Church in 
Berea, is the winner o.f 
two free tickets to the 

University of Kentucky 
vs. University of 

Louisville basketball 
game in a promotion by 

Real Life magazine. 
Radosevich was among 
more than 1,200 people 

who registered for the 
drawing after reading the 

premiere issue of Real 
Life, a new quarterly 

magazine produced by 
the Western Recorder. 

■ Three officers were 
elected to serve the 

board of directors of the 
Western Recorder for 

the coming year. 
Chairman Bill Thurman, 

a Lexington attorney and 
member of Calvary 

Baptist Church, was re­
elected chairman. Barry 
Howard, pastor of First 

Baptist Church of 
Corbin, was elected vice 

chairman. Jim 
Abernathy, pastor of 

. Latonia Baptist Church 
in Northern Kentucky, 

was re-elected secretary. 

11111 Barbara Lee has been 
named· director of the 

Kenfucky Baptist Homes 
for Children pregnancy 

counseling and adoption 
program. A native of 

Louisville, she has 
served 12 years at 

Methodist Children's 
Home in Houston. Also, 

Rod Pyland of 
Campbellsville was 
named director of 

, -KBHC's wilderness 
- camping treatment 

program in Somerset. 

■ Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 

. Oratorio Chorus and 
Orchestra will air its 

family Christmas concert 
on Louisville's Faith 19 
cable station Dec. 18 at 

6 p.m. 

■ The Infant Resource 
• Project, a Louisville 

ministry to low-income 
parents, is seeking 

volunteers for work 
ranging from office help 

to sorting donations. For 
more information, call 

(502) 584-0774. 

By Mark Wingfield & David Winfrey 
Editor & News Director 

The Kentucky Baptfst Conven­
tion should help all of its churches 
take full advantage of the ministry 
opportunities before them, Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention President 
Gayle Toole told the Executive 
Board last week. 

"I have felt somewhat over­
whelmed by the tremendous oppor­
tunities that the KBC has," Toole 
said in his first address to the board 
as president. "Now, this day, we 
must seize the moment." 

In addition to opportunities for 
evangelism and church starting, the 

· convention has the opportunity to 
boost involvement of small churches, 
strengthen relationships with African­
American congregations and work 
with local associations, Toole said. 

Toole praised many of the conven­
tion's services to churches, including 
the recent Church Health Summit and 
ihe Super Saturday conferences held 
throughout the state. 

But he reminded the Executive 
Board thai: about 800 of the conven- ·· 
tion' s 2,327 churches have fewer than 
100 members. They might benefit 
from more KBC services if more was 
done to reach out to them "and give 
them a sense they really do belong." 

He encouraged the continuance of 
partnership missions and the addition 
of African-American congregations, 
which now number 55 in the KBC. 

Toole welcomed the hiring of Ex­
ecutive Secretary-Treasurer Bill 
Mackey, whom Toole called a "Holy 
Spirit-filled man with a vision for 
Kentucky Baptists." 

Toole added however that a new 
leader might require adjustments. 

• "Bill Mackey is corning to be our new 
coach. That means some people . are 
going to have to be ship-shape to stay 
on the team." 

In business before the board, a re­
quest to study ways Kentucky Baptist 
Convention churches could minister 
to homosexuals who desire to leave 
that lifestyle was referred to a special 
study committee appointed by the 
KBC Executive Board's administra­
tive committee. 

The request originated with a mes­
senger to the November KBC annual 
meeting who made a motion that the 
Executive Board explore ways to of­
fer such a ministry. Messengers af­
firmed that request. 

The Executive Board's administra­
tive committee began dealing with the 
request Dec. 8. The administrative 
committee authorized Toole and Guy 
Futral, director of the KBC' s minis­
ter/church support division, to work 
with the administrative committee to 
enlist a nine-member study group. 

Tne business and finan~e commit­
tee approved distributing about 
$52,000 in Cooperative Program and 
"Kentucky-only" funds received 
above the KBC budget in 1996-97. 

. According to a pre-approved for­
mula, 83 percent of the excess Coop­
erative Program funds ($17,735) will 
go to the Southern Baptist convention. 
The remaining $3,562 in excess Co­
operative Program funds, combined 
with the $27,246 in "Kentucky-only" 
funds, will go to the KBC Executive 
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Board and KBC agencies and institu­
tions except Baptist Healthcare Sys­
tem. The Executive Board will keep 
$15,809, and each of the 10 KBC 
agencies and institutions will receive 
$1,581. 

The business and finance commit­
tee also approved distributions of un­
used Executive Board funds and in­
vestment income for the following: 

I $80,000 for the Celebrate Jesus 
2000 evangelism campaign. 

I $117,000 for the partnership with 
Russian Baptists. 

I $130,000 for special projects. 
I $220,000 for equipment replace­

ment. 
I $16,000 for a Kentucky Brother­

hood disaster relief communications 
trailer. 

I $120,000 for Baptist student cen­
ter repairs and replacement. 

I $150,000 for Kentucky Baptist 
Building repairs and improvements. 

In other action, the Executive 
Board adopted a four-point mission 
statement for Kentucky Brotherhood. 

The statement says Brotherhood's 
mission is to "partner" with churches 
and associations to: 

I "Promote an understanding that 
normal, healthy life centers around 
Jesus and that ministry is a natural 
expression of what we believe about 
God. 

I "Develop men as spiritual lead­
ers of home, church and ministry out­
reach. 

I "Provide avenues through which 
men and -their families can channel 
their God-given gifts and abilities in 
ministry. • 

I "Provide educational training for 
children, youth and adult;; with a fo­
cus on mission involvement at home 
and abroad." 

During the time for miscellaneous 
business, Gary King of Fairview Bap-

.•·. . , ·. .tt~ir~fike·R~;i::va~ttf~,,:i:; 
. ... ,·· ,:; ;I3u~na. '.:V.ista ~aptist Chufoh.)11 

nominating !+Owensboro. . · •• •• ·• > • ·•·• / •• > 

tist Church in Waynesburg asked the 
Executive Board to request its admin­
istrative committee to "research the 
way employee salaries and benefits 
are reported." 

King said he is "not trying toques­
tion what anybody makes" but is con­
cerned that the people in the pew who 
pay the bills can't easily find such in­
formation even when they ask. "There • 
needs to be a simpler format" for pre­
senting such information, he said. 

Currently, all Executive Board 
members and associational directors 
of missions receive a schedule of pay 
rariges updated annually, including 
the pay grade assigned to each Exec­
utive Board position. Although the 
information is not published, it has 
been made available upon request. 

The board accepted King's motion 
and referred the matter to the admin­
istrative committee, which will take it 
up in its February meeting. 

Career Food Service Position: 
Head Cook/Food Services Director 

We are in search of the right individual to lead our exciting conference center 
food service operations. Responsibilities include menu planning, purchasing, 
cooking and staffing. 

Cedarmore is a beautiful Christ-centered conference center locat~d less than 20 
minutes from Shelbyville, n.ear Bagdad, Ky. We offer excellent pay and benefits 
including retirement and hospitalization insurance. 

If you are looking for an opportunity and want to join an 
exciting team that is committed to making a difference 

as we serve together, this position is for you. 

Send resume to: 

.~ 
CEDARMORE 
BApTisT CoNfERENCE CENTER 

Rusty Ellison, president & CEO 
·Kentucky Baptist Assemblies, Inc. 

Cedarrnore Baptist Conference Center 
P.O. Box 37 

Bagdad, KY 40003 

:$,· 

• 



MISSIONS 
CLASSIFIED ADS 

SEEKING: Part-time financial SEEKING: Individuals with good 
secretary. Experience required.Hours school/community contacts to place 
and salary negotiable. Submit resume and supervise an exchange student for 
to: Administrative secretary, Lyndon $825. (800) 964-4678. 
Baptist Church, 8025 New LaGrange NEEDED: Piano book for 1975 

. Road, Louisville, KY 40222. Hymnal. Beaver Church, RR.3, Box 
FOR SALE: Allen MDS-45 or- 390, Cynthiana, KY 41031 ; (606) 

gan. Two 61-note manuals and 32- 234-1493. . 
note pedalboard. Tone card reader, SEEKING: Auburndale Baptist 
total MIDI, MDS orchestral percus- Church seeks youth minister for 
sion sounds, console controller, digi- grades 6-12, minimum of 20 hours 
tal reverberation, speakers and cables. weekly for at least the next two years. 
Beautiful oak finish console, original Annual salary budgeted at $9,50D. 
documentation. Purchase price was Resume: Dr. Harry Mills, pastor, 5590 
$42,000; asking $25,000 (negotiable). Bruce Ave., Louisville, KY 40214. 
For more information, contact Craig SEEKING: Accepting resumes 
Sundheimer, First Baptist Church, 511 for the following positions: full-time 
W. Arrington, Farnington, NM 87401; minister of youth and children, part­
phone: (505) 325-4528; fax : (505) time director of music. Mail resume 
325-4529; e-mail: FirstFarmington to: Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, 
@CompuServe.com or Sundheimer 5664 Highway 56, Owensboro, KY 
@Juno.com. 42301 , Attn: Kenny Davis. Phone: 

SEEKING: Part-time nursing (502) 771-4150; fax: (502) 688-0354. 
home minister, 25 hours per week SEEKING: Part-time music direc­
(Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, tor. Send resume to: Nortonville Bap­
Saturdays). Contact Glory, (502) 426- tist Church, Box 1119, Nortonville, 
2778. ~ KY 42442. 

SEEKING: CBF church accept- SEEKING: The Pastor Search 
ing resumes for full-time pastor with Committee of First Baptist Church of 
a vision for a growing area of Louis- Frankfort is accepting resumes at this 
ville. Send resume to: Hillview Bap- time. Mail to: Pastor Search Commit­
tist Church, 5319 Dixie Highway, tee,FirstBaptistChurch,201 St.Clair 
Louisville, KY 40216, Attn: Pastor St., P.O. Box 5008, Frankfort, KY 
Search Committee. 40602. 

SEEKING: Baptist church in 
Bowling Green looking for a part-time 
minister of youth to minister to ap­
proximately 40 enrolled youth. Send 
inquiry or resume to: Greenwood 
Baptist -Church, 5165 Scottsville 
Road, Bowling Green, KY 42104. 
Telephone: (502) 781~2378. 

SEEKING: Resumes are being 
accepted by Green Valley Baptist 
Church of Henderson, Nevada, for a 
senior pastor and a minister of music 
by Jan. 15, 1998. Send resume to 
Mike Parnham, chairman of senior 
pastor search committee, or Larry 
Reynolds, chairman of music pastor 
search committee, 270 N. Valle Ver­
de Drive, Henderson, NV 89014. 

FOR SALE: GMC 4905, 42-pas­
senger, air-conditioned, restroom, re­
freshment center, video system, less 
than 30,000 miles, on 8V-71 Detroit 
Diesel engine. Extremely well main­
tained. Coach is in beautiful condition 
inside and out. Completely updated 
and refurbished less than four years 
ago. Must see to appreciate. Asking 
$49,000. Call (606) 277-7391, ask for 
David. 

SEEKING: Growing church 
seeks full-time music worship leader. 
Forest Park Baptist Church, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101. (502) 843-3419; 
fax: (502) 843-3434. 

If you get Kentucky Medicaid and you live in Jefferson County; a 

change is coming in your health care. A change that is good for you. 

Passport Health Plan, an HMO, is a newer way of getting health care. 

With Passport Health Plan, you will have your own doctor who takes 

care of your health. You also get more benefits than you received with 

KenPAC, including health education classes. 

You'll be hearing more about the health care plan that is good for 

you in the next few months. 

Passport Health Plan. Good for you. 

':··,·<=·•:;•:w·:-·: .,-,\.~:·~;❖ 

. ,_; ., .. ,, .. _, =•i''}+··-:i~«~t~n;~l1~fS:t :, •.·--··•·•-··· ... 
r,-NA§HINGTON(BR)~ore than12,00Q •Nagas respp9de~.i: 

to ~mj'nvijationigiven by Baptistwo·rldAlliance President )' • •• •• , 
_Nilsonfanin[to·acceptr~es,µs,_ CQrisf as·Sayioratt.hree, •• ,., 

.,· evangllJistic nieetings: ueld • iD conjunction with J 25th. • <o.i 
·_. allniy~rs~ry c:eJllbrqtiClJ1$g(~ag,~land·B~pti~t fhurcl1 ati ? 
Kphim~iNortfr Ea$f ln,dia: : ,i- '< '.' C :; •• :· . > 

. ..,,' ·._ Ah estimated,? 40,0QQ people attended the Nov. 27-3Q ··• 
• annive~sary celebration's §evefl . 111eetings, held in a speciajly 

constructed pavilion. ,cy:; • • , _·· .•.. •,.··. 
An'American-Baptist missionary couple, or. ·and 'MrsiEW. 

·• Q!ar~\ broughtthe gospel oftJesus, Chrjst to head~hunting: ·' 
.·· Nagas 125 years ago,with the anniversary theme reflecting 
the Naga§' testiinony/ "from Darkness tp Light.'' .•. 
, -•·• "Jhe,IJttl~ Nagawork! presented almost one unbroken, .. ,. 
scene, ot midnight darkness bn all sides,'~ said s.c. Jamif,. < • 
chiel minister QfNagala,nd and a ijaptist;:l'A re111edy was < •• 
• urgently needed· to sav.e them.Un the ful!nllss of God's own­

. -time,,thefUghfbf heaveh appea,red On tlie scene to sa~he' 
Nag as >l · • >+ < i · · ,. ' 7 · • ••••• 

• Ho~ever; whUe N;da1~nd is largely a Christian-or soTe • 
. :wouldeven ·_ say,"Bapti~ttstate,there i~ril~9h nominal j/j._'._ .•... 

•. •• \Crfi§tiani!Y, a.pd ciyiLy.rar qetl/Y~~n•• Ba.pti~t.fa,ction$.·has hgrt> 
•• th,e Christianvvitness .. Thoygh tiostUities ~etween_· warring,' , ·.·· .. ' 

Na:ga$ stoppeq fong enbug~ forthe c'eJebraUons,ithe. neeij fqr /; 
• .peape \ya,s prominent in the. minds of all .who attended: > , • • •• 

.Hundredstof people continue fo be killed because of-land and . \ 
'. pqw~r qi~pptes :and,,a,p u91ernr,ound ctyiJ~ar otthe Na. • • 

tC~g11.iosttMJnW~rr gpy~'mm~m.• trorrtwh<~m;they.y;,a·· ••••••• 
.,."' irf''''•h c•c,c•J C-cd-••t·•••'··;, 'C , _ _,.,,, •• "''••;••>'·"'··•,i<'' .",,;,,,·_,.,. ,, 

If you have questions about 

Passport Health Plan, call us. 

Our Member Services 

department is available frorri 

8:00 am to 8:00 pm, 

Monday to Friday. Just call 

1-800-578-0603. 
TDD/TTY: 1-800-691-5566 

• _DOE, JOA:H 
0-1/Qf/56 , ,c, F 

·7:~?f~1::~ 1t ~.Jt\ 

Good,,,,. you. 

*or Breckinridge, Bullitt, Carroll, Grayson, Hardin, Henry, Jefferson, Larue, Marion, 
Meade, Nelson, Oldham, Shelby, Spencer, Trimble and Washington Counties 

© 1997 Passport Health Plan Passport Health Plan is sponsored by University Health Care and thiRegion 3 Partnership. 
Administered by AmeriHealth Mercy Health Plan. 
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MISSIONS 
I Witness leads entire village of 'untouchables' to Christ 

Kentucky connections 
Several Cooperative Baptist Fellowship missionaries have 
·connections to Kentucky Baptist churches. Among them: 
■ Kathie Brown Thomas, from Cynthiana, and her husband 
"T" Thomas work with Gypsies worldwide. 
■ Tammy Foster Stocks of Hopkinsville and her husband, 
Ralph, work with Gypsy people in Hungary. 
■ Don Berry of Hardinsburg and his wife, Carolyn, are 
assigned to the International Baptist Theological Seminary 
faculty and staff in Prague, of the former Czech Republic. 
■ LQnnie and Frances Turner. of Harlan are assigned to the 
CBF diplomatic team in Brussels. 
■ Rebeccah Nichols Smith of Louisville and her husband, 
Jim, are assigned to Europe, where he is CBF liaison for 
_Europe. .. . • • 
■ Larry and Laquita Wynn from Crittenden and Covington, 
respectively, work with the Touching Miami with Love 
ministry in Florida. • • 
■ Pam light of Covington just completed tw9 years in. the . 
CBF Global Service Corps as a worker in the Touching Miami 
With l ove Ministry. ·, 

' ■ Dwight'and Brenda Jackson of Turner's Station work ih 
urban ministry in St Louis. • • , 
■ David D' Amico, of .Louisville. and his wife, Ana, are in New 

' York City asJiaisons to the UN as part of CBF's diplomatic 
' team ministry. 

• At least six other Kentuckians serve as CBF international 
coordinators w,ith unreached-people groups in World A 
ministry and cannot be nam?d. • 

SECUNDERABAD, India 
(ABP)- An entire village of 60 "un­
touchables" in India embraced Chris­
tianity after a visit by two Coopera­
tive Baptist Fellowship missionaries 
last spring, the missionaries report. • 

Missionaries James and Robbi 
Francovich visited the remote tribal 
village in March. The missionaries 
shook hands with and embraced the 
Yanadi villagers- who are consid­
ered "untouchable" in India's tradi­
tional caste system. The missionaries 
also told the Y anadi about Jesus Christ 
and invited them to a Good Friday 
religious service and meal. 

Two days later, on Easter Day, a 
Yanadi band traveled by foot to an­
other village to deliver surprising 
news. After the Francoviches left, the 
tribe met and decided in one accord 
to reject their Hindu "idols" and fol­
low the God of the missionaries, re­
ported Ramadu, the village's 80-year­
old elder. 

Never before, Ramadu said, had 
anyone helped or loved them- much 

· less touched them, The Y anadi 
pledged to go to church every Sun­
day, the Francoviches reported. 

Each Sunday since Easter, the new 
Christians have worshipped at Day­
spring Church, part of an independent 
Baptist ministry with which the Fran-

coviches cooperate. The Y anadi have 
become an inspiration to the congre­
gation and the community for their 
firm stand against temptation, say the 
Frankoviches . 

One test came when many Day­
spring members began to skip church 
to work in a harvest paying 70 rupees 
($2) a day, ''That was a great bonus 

• for poor people," said Robbi Francov­
ich. But the Yanadi, who catch and 
sell fish for 10 rupees each or kill rats 
for farmers for a two-rupee bounty, 
refused to join thern. 

"The pastors urged senior Chris­
tians to learn a lesson from their Ya­
nadi 'babes in Christ,"' Robbi Fran-
• covich said. 

Another test came when two men 
returned to their tribal custom of 
drinking "kallu," a beer brewed from 
the palm tree. They became drunk and 
abusive but repented in tears after oth­
ers reminded them of the miracle of 
their Easter conversion. One Yanadi 
scolded the men;reminding them that 
the Francoviches "hugged and kissed 
us even though we were shabby and 
had a bad smell." 

"It' s difficult for our American 
minds to accept that a whole tribe at 
once accepted Jesus as Savior," Mrs, 
Francovich admitted. "But in this cul­
ture, the tribe follows .its elders just as 

in the New Testament when the jailer 
and his entire household were saved." 

The Francoviches' ministry is sup­
ported by the Cooperative Baptist Fel­
lowship's Global Missions Offering. 
The Fellowship, a moderate Baptist 
organization based in Atlanta, focus­
es on "unreached people groups" in 
its global missions program. 

This year's $4.5 million Global -
Missions Offering goal will test the 
level of support for the CBF approach, 
said Global Missions Coordinator 
Keith Parks. , 

While overall giving to the Fellow­
ship has leveled off in recent years, 
support for the Global Missions Of­
fering has continued to grow. The 
1996-97 offering raised $3,984,810-
less than the $4.25 million goal but 12 • 
percent above 1995-96: Parks ac­
knowledged reaching $4.5 million in 
1997-98 will be a challenge but said 
it is needed if the Fellowship is to ex­
pand its 143-missionary force, 

"Early in CBF' s history, we had 
money coming faster than missionary 
candidates," Parks said. "That creat­
ed a false impression that we had plen­
ty and may have reduced the urgency 
of giving. Now candidates are com­
ing faster than money. We' re waiting 
for income to catch up so we can seize 
the opportunities." 

PARTNERSHIP. 2000 
A unified commitment 

to Christian values 

Campbellsville University, Cumberla~d C~llege ~nd Georgetown College 

share more than a proud Kentucky Baptist heritage. We share a firm • 

commitment to higher education thatplaces a premium on both academic 

exc;ellence and character formation. Our programs are underscored by a 

strong moral framework that is grounded in the truth of the Christian faith. 

Out of a sense of our common heritage and convictions, the three 

Kentucky Baptist liberal arts colleges have embarked on PARTNERSHIP 2000, 

an effort to help secure the future of Baptist C~ristian Higher Education in 

Kentucky. PARTNERSHIP 2000 was launched in November at the annual 

meeting of the Kentucky Baptist Convention. Former Kentucky Governor 

• Martha Layne C,oUins and retired Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

President Roy L. Honeycut are co-chairing PARTNERSHIP 2000. 

After months of research, interviews and prayer, leaders of PARTNERSHIP 

2000 set a goal of $20 million for its first phase and a long-term goal of $45 

million. 

• The three schools :will share equally from the proceeds, and the largest por­

tion of the _funds will go to endow student financial aid. 
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In coming months, PARTNERSHIP 2000 volunteers will ask individuals 

and churches to participate in this effort. We ask that you pray for 

PARTNERSHIP 2000 as it seeks to help ensure the continuation of Baptist 

Christian Higher Education in Kentucky. 

PARTNERSHIP 2000 Co-chairs 

Roy L. Honeycutt Martha Layne Collins 

:"PARf Nl,Qc§ffiP,,. 
. 2 0 ()lb Unifitd in Purpose and Promise . 

2000 Embassy Square Boulevard, Suite 2050 • Louisville, KY 40299 
• (502) 49.1-2012 ·. • 

. . 

Carripbellsville University • Cumberland College • Georgetown Coflege 



MISSIONS 
Generation Xers like Barger have 'I can do that' attitude 
By Erich Bridges 
SBC International Mission Board 

FRANKLIN, Tenn. (BP)- When 
the going gets tough, the tough need 
an attitude like Amanda Barger. 

Barger, 26, spent two years in the 
mountains of Albania as a Southern 
Baptist International Service Corps 
worker. • 

Now in Franklin, Tenn., she still 
cares passionately about the needs of lfi 
the world, especially among people 
who've never heard about Jesus. 

Barger is one of a growing num­
ber of Generation X (those born be­
tween 1964 and 1976) who are will­
ing to go into the more adventurous 
regions of missions work. 

"When God started telling me he 
had a purpose for my life, a special 
purpose why I was here on this earth 
that he wanted me to fulfill, I was open 
to serve wherever and do whatever." 

That's why she spent between 
1994 and 1996 trekking up and down 
the mountains of 
Albania- or fly­
ing over them in 
helicopters-;--to 
deliver the gospel 
to some of the 
most remote vil­
lages in Europe. 
These places had 
been cut off from 
the outside world 
for generations by 

e 
REACHING THE UNREACHED Amanda Barger reads an Albanian language children's book about Jesus to two 
women from the village of Bodini. Barger, 26, spent 1994 through 1996 trekking up and down the mountains of 
Albania to deliver the gospel to some of the most remote villages in Europe. "It's not an easy place, but that's who 
I am," she said. (BP photo) 

geography and communist isolation­
ism. 

Through the 1MB, Barger partici­
pated as an International Service 
Corps worker in Project AERO (Al­
banian Evangelical Rural Outreach). 

The project was a joint effort by 
Southern Baptists, Campus Crusade 
for Christ, Helimission and Albanian 
Christians to evangelize and show the 
"Jesus" film in more than 800 Alba­
nian villages. The initial intensive ef­
fort led to evangelism, Bible studies 
and church planting. 

After reaching a village by air, 
Land Rover or foot, "we would go 
from house to house and visit people," 
Barger recounted. "They needed to 

know we cared 
about each and 
every family. God 

gave me a love for the people, some­
thing I didn't have at the beginning. 
But I knew God had that deep love. I 
said, 'Lord, I'm waiting for you to 
give it to me,' and he did. He totally 
gave that to me." _ 

Once, they encountered Muslim 
missionaries spreading their faith. The 
Muslim workers wouldn't speak to 
them. Later some villagers said, "We 
cannot believe the difference we saw 
in the (Muslims) who tried to share 
God, and you. We see this love in you 
that we didn't see in them." 

Barger first became interested in 
missions while attending Carson­
Newman College. in Jefferson City, 
Tenh. After she contacted the 1MB 

about ministries worldwide, "my heart 
just wept for all the need, especially 
the unreached peoples,"·she said. • 

The Albania assignment calling 
for an evangelist/discipleship train­
er caught her eye. 

"It's not an easy place, but that's 
who I am," she explained. "I grew 
up on a farm, and I'm used to hard 
work. When I was in college, I took 
a hiking and backpacking class just 
for the fun of it, just to see if I could 
make it for six days and do 40 miles 
of -hiking and sleeping out in the 
wilderness. 

"I see how God used that to pre­
pare me for hiking through · the 

• mountains of Albania. When I .saw 
the jop request that involved back­
packing in the mountains, I thought, 
'I can do that."' 

Young missionaries· seek assignments on the edge 
Continued from page 1 

• aries. They want to be a part of that. 
That's why I don't think a lot of them 
are interested in just maintaining 
something someone else started." 

Though the self-confidence of 
Generation X has displayed itself in 
materialism and self-indulgence, 
many Xers are focusing their energies 
in .service to others. One Gallup poll 
found nearly half of Americans be­
tween age 18 and 24 doing volunteer 
work. In 1995, younger teens (13.3 • 
million kids ages 12-17) spent a com­
bined total of 2.4 billion hours in vol­
unteer work Among church-going 
teens, 74 percent were regular volun-
teers. • 

Last year, 1'01 of the 207 career 
missionaries appointed by the 1MB 
went to the "Last Frontier," parts of 
the world where Christianity is un­
known. 
- Also, 89 of the board's 415 short­

er-term personnel and about half of 
the more. than 500 1MB summer mis-

sionaries were assigned to Last Fron- They go into unreached villages, make 
tier areas in 1996. - friends quickly and share their faith--'-

Students don't just accept chal- and sometimes get pulled into police 
lenging assignments; they ask for stations for questioning or sent pack­
them. "They say, 'I want to go to a ing. 
place where nobody- else wants to Not too many years ago, Garrison _ 
serve, and -I'm willing to do what it found little interest in unreached peo­
takes for me to get there,"' said Mike ples when he talked to students on 
Lopez, 1MB student section chief. college and seminary campuses. Now," 
"For the most part, they _raise theit he says, they seek him out and declare, 
own money." _ "I want my life to make a difference. 

Raised in a tumultuous American I want a cause worth dying for." 
society, comfortable with multiple ChristianGenXers' decreasedloy­
cultures and surfing the Internet, Xers alty to denomination and_ tradition 

. can live with chaos, noted David Gar- makes it all the niore critical that Bap­
rison, 1MB strategy and mobilization _ tists offer-their young adults effective 
leader and a pioneer in targeting un- avenues to serve God in missions. 
reached peoples. More and more of "They don't vote the party line · 
Xers come to the_ task well-informed anymore," said Glenn Prescott, who 
about the thousands of ethnic-linguis- works with young applicants consid­
tic peoples untouched by the gospel, ering the journeyman and lnternation­
he added. • • al Service Corps programs. "We've 
• . Xers with a taste for the Last Fron- got to stay sharp and stay on the edge, • 
tier like to sit up all night trading sto- or they won't stay with us. They're 
ries about how close they came to the · not going fo stay around just because 
edge while sharing the gospel, he ~aid: Mom and Dad are Southern Baptists." 

Ideas offered -to 
encourage Xers . 
into missions 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)-Lo­
cal churches can involve Gener­
ation Xers in missions if they re­
member some key ideas: 

lXers learn by doing, seeing, " 
touching-:arul they wantto make 
a difference. Offer them specific 
opportunities to experience mis-
sions.\ • • 

I Develop mentor relation­
ships with Xers. Xers are espe; 
cially interested in leamingfrom 
members of the "builder'' gener­
ation, th~se over age 50. 

I Stop cocooning. Some-of the 
biggest roadi,lock:s to missions 
involvement. by Xers are · overly 
prqtective Boomer parents. • • 

I Tell the stories of miss}ons, 
past arid present. Missionary bi~ 
ogiaphies can, help-them catch the 
vision. , . _ ·_ . • . __ 

I Communicate missions like • __ -
it is, warts and aiL • XerS value C ... 

hon!!sty, evep if ifs painful. One · 
__ genuine'. , .personal .•-•· testimony_ 
·.shared. in humility.will go further -
with Xers than large helpings of -
hyp~. - . - ._,, - -• -
_ -I Bncpurage _Xers n.ot just to 
take a missioft trip, but to devel~ 

• op a m,_issio,;t' lifestyle: But that 
requires leaders to model that lif­
estyle. AGtions impress Xers, not 
words. - •• 

_ I J>on't db :gebt. :Encourage 
young Xets toavoid-debt. It can 
pli.tforeignti;avelputof reach: 

I 'Inspire, don 'rshame. Chal­
lenge ·and adventure motivate . 
Xers, notgtiilt. Erilphasize-.. how · 
to,"-not "ought to." • -• 

. ·'- .;_, ·._ . 

Qualities 
Generation Xers 
offer missions: 
■ Flexibility. They have 
adapted to new homes, 
new families and new 
technologies at 
breakneck speed. Throw , 
adversity at them, and 
watch them duck, jump 
and keep moving. 

■ Honesty. They 
despise masks. When • 
they like something, 
you'll know. When they 
don't ... well, let's just 
say they're honest 

■ Teamwork. Anything 
worth doing is worth 
doing together: They 
love to see the body of 
Christ act like the body 
of Christ, especially 
since they have seen 
church splits and 
divorce. 

■ Relational focus. 
Their favorite pastime is 
"hanging out," and they 
have a passion for 
simply spending time 
with people .. 

■ Compassion. A 
variety of abuses have 
made them ser.sitive to 

· the hurts of others. Their 
examples of God's _ 
healing in their lives may 
show others that God 
can handle any problem. 

■ Zeal.They're young 
... at least for now. Take 
advantage of it before 
it's too late. 

■ Practicality. "Let's 
just get it done" is their 
answer to most of life's 
problems. They want to 
get on with the work, not 
study it to death in a 
committee. 

■ Creativity. They have 
a great desire to use 
their abilities in art, 
music and drama for 
God. 

■ Ownership. Gen Xers 
are slow·to make 
commitments because 
they don't trust blindly. 
But when they find a 
place where they fit in, 
their trust grows and 
their commitment can be 
even greater than that of 
other generations. 

_ Source: Vax, a 
Generation X-oriented 
magazine of the Caleb 
Project. 
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CHRISTMAS 

_ LITTLE TOWN 
OF BETHLEHEM For the 

31th year, Christians in the 
Henry County town of 

Bethlehem, Ky., are 
presenting a living nativity 

this Christmas season. The 
local Baptist, Methodist and 

Presbyterian churches 
cooperate to offer the re­

enactment of what 
happened in a better­

known Bethlehem nearly 
2,000 years ago. The scene 

will be open for viewing 
• Dec. 22-25 from 

6:30-9 p.m. nightly. 

CENTRAL REGION 
■ BARDSTOWN- First Cedar Creek Bap­
tist Church, children's musical, "The Case 
of the Missing Christmas," Dec. 17 at 6:45 
p.m. Adult drama "Christmas at the Parson­
age," treats for children Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Community caroling Dec. 22 at 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve candlelight service at 11 p.m. 
New Year's watch night fellowship Dec. 30 
11 p.m.-midnight. • 
■ BETHLEHEM-Churches of Bethlehem 
community will present the annual "Christ­
mas in Bethlehem," a living nativity scene 
depicting the birth of Jesus in a stable in 
Bethlehem of Judea Dec. 22-25 from 6:30-
9 p.m. Information: (502) 845-5046. 
■ FAIRDALE-First Baptist Church will 
present a musical drama, "The Gift of 
Christmas," Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. . 
■ FRANKLIN-First Baptist Church's youth 
choir and handbell group will present "Sure­
ly He Was Born for Us," Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. 
■ GLENDALE-Gilead Baptist Church, mu­
sical drama "A Change of Heart," Dec. 19 
and Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. 
■ LAWRENCEBURG-Alton Baptist 
Church will present an adult choir Christ­
mas musical Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Cloverleaf Baptist Church, 
musical."! Have Seen The Light," Dec. 19-
21 at 7 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Midlane Park Baptist 
church will host a Christmas Eve candle­
light communion service at 7:30 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Crescent Hil l Baptist 
Church will host a community Christmas 
service for bereaved people Dec. 21 at 3 
p.m: Christmas Eve service Dec. 24 at 5:30 
p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Rockford Lane Baptist 
Church will present the musical "I Have 
Seen the Light: The Search for Christmas" 
by the sanctuary choir, with a special ap­
pearance by the children's choir Dec. 20-
21 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Melbourne Heights Bap­
tist Church will present "Bethlehem Star," 
a sanctuary choir cantata and drama Dec. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ LOUISVJLLE- Carlisle Avenue Baptist 
Church's sanctuary choir will present "How 
Great Our Joy" Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Deer Park Baptist 
Church's chancel choir will present Handel's 
"Messiah" Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. A Christmas 
Eve candlelight service wil l be Dec. 24 at 
5:30 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Midlane Park Baptist 
Church's sanctuary choir will present the 
musical "Wonderful," Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. 
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■ LOUISVILLE-St. Matthews Baptist 
Church's adult choir and orchestra will 
present "O Holy Night" with narration by 
Wayne Oates Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. Christ­
mas Connection at Baptist Tabernacle Dec. 
20 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Christmas Eve candle­
light communion service Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Clifton Baptist Church will 
present the choir cantata "How Great Our 
Joy" Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
11 McDANIELS-Rough River Baptist 
Church will present the adult choir cantata 
"Shine the Light of Christmas" Dec. 21 dur­
ing morning worship. Children and youth 
program "The Search for Peace" Dec. 21 at 
6p.m. 
11 NICHOLASVIILLE-Nicholasvi~e Baptist 
Church will present "A Family Christmas" 
Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m.; and "Sounds of the 
Season" featuring the handbell choii and 
"The Christmas Story" by the children Dec. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ RADCLIFF-Stithton Baptist Church will 
present the cantata "From Heaven's 
Throne" Dec. 17, 19 and 21 at 7p.m. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-First Baptist. 
Cnurch, will present a Family Night at 
Christmas at 6 p.m. Dec. 21. Christmas Eve 
candlelight service Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. 
■ VINE GROVE- Valley View Baptist 
Church's SonShine Praise Puppet Team will 
present "Angels Aware" Dec. 20 at 8 p.m. 
■ WADDY-Pigeon Fork Baptist Church 
will present an adult cantata, "Born a Sav­
ior, Born a King," Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. 

NORTH CENTRAL REGION 
■ BURLINGTON-Belleview Baptist 
Church will present the musical drama 
"Merry Christmas to You" Dec. 21 at 7 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service Dec. 25 at 4 p.m. 
■ CRESCENT SPRINGS- Crescent 
Springs Baptist Church's adult choir wil l 
present the cantata "The Cradle of Christ­
mas," Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. 

-
SOUTH CENTRAL REGION 
■ CAMBPELLSVILLE- Pleasant Hill Bap­
tist Church wi ll present the Christmas por­
tion of "Celebrate Life" Dec. 20 at 4 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church during 
"Christmas Downtown;" and Dec. 21 at 11 
a.m. at the church. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Mt. Roberts 
Church will present "Back to Bethlehem" 
Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Elk Horn Baptist 
Church will participate in a live nativity at 
Wal-Mart Dec. 22-24 at 7 p.m. and 8 p.m. 
■ RICHMOND-Unity Baptist Church, 

church-wide caroling Dec. 17 at 6:30 p.m. 
Christmas cantata Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. 
Christmas Eve candlelight communion at 6 
p.m. 
■ STANFORD- Stanford Baptist Church 
will present an i!dult choir Christmas musi­
cal Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. Childrens' choirs 
Christmas program at 6 p.m. Christmas Eve 
candlelight and communion service Dec. 24 
at 6:30 p.m. 

SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
■ CORBIN- First Baptist Church, "The Per­
fect Gift," by the young musicians Dec. 17 
at 6:30 p.m. "Lighting the Candle of Love," 
adult choir Dec. 21 at 10:30 a.m. and Christ­
mas caroling at 5 p.m. Christmas Eve ser­
vices at 6 p.m. Dec. 24. • 
■ SOMERSET-Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church will present the drive-through 
presentation "Journey to Bethlehem," 
featuring more than ·200 actors, actress­
es and live animals Dec. 18-21 from 6 
p.m. to 9 p.m. 
■ WHITESBURG-First Baptist Church will 
present the cantata, "I Have Seen the Light," 
Dec. 20-21 at 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve ser­
vice at 5:30 p.m. 

SOUTHERN REGION 
■ BOWLING GREEN- living Hope Baptist 
Church will present the Christmas musical 
"Immanuel, Our God is With Us," Dec. 21 
at 6 p.m. Communion service Christmas 
Eve at 6 p.m. 
■ BOWLING·GREEN- Jackson Grove Bap­
tist Church's children and youth will present 
"A Gift of Love" fol lowed by the musical 
"Classic Noels" and a potluck supper Dec. 
20 at 6 p.m. 

SOUTHWESTERN REGION 
■ HOPKINSV ILLE-Casky Baptist 
Church will present its chi ldren's Christ­
mas program Dec. 21 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE- First Baptist Church 

will present the Christmas musical "The 
Gift of Love with The Christmas Gift for 
Christ" Dec. 21 at 10:45 a.m. family Night 
at Christmas at 6 p.m. Dec. 21. Candle­
light service with the Lord's Supper Dec. 
24 at p.m. 

•; 

WESl[ERN REGION. 
■ CADIZ-Cadiz ·Baptist Church. will 
present the mu~ical "How Great Our Joy" 
Dec. 21 at 6 p.m. 
■ GREENVILLE- Second Baptist Church 
will present an adult Christmas cantata Dec. 
17 at 6:30 p.m. and Dec. 21 at 11 a.m. 
■ HENDERSON-Immanuel Baptist 
Church will present the children's Christ­
mas musicaj , "Hark the Herald Angel," Dec. 
21 at 6:30 p.m. Christmas Eve candlelight 
service Dec. 24 at 6:30 p.m. 
■ HENDERSON-Community Baptist 
Church will host a Christmas Eve candle­
light communion with Christmas music. 
■ OWENSBORO- Third Baptist Church 
and Macedonia Baptist Church will present 
"Alleluias and Other Sounds of the Season" 
at Riverpark Center Dec. 21 at 5 p.m. 
■ OWENSBORO- Temple Baptist Church 
will present "Christmas! I Love to Tell the 
Story" Dec. 20 & 21 at 7 p.m. Also, the 
church will host a candlelight service Christ­
mas Eve at 5 p.m. and a New Year's Eve 
night watch service at 8 p.m. 
■ OWENSBORO- Lewis Lane Baptist 
Church's sanctuary choir wilf offer Advent 
Journey Dec. 18-19, 6-8 p.m. and Dec. 20, 
5-8 p.m. 
■ PADUCAH- First Baptist Church of Pa­
ducah will present "I Have Seen the Light" 
Dec. 20-21 at 7 p.m. 
■ PHILPOT- Dawson Baptist Church's 
adult choir will present "A Christmas Pag­
eant," children's choir Dec. 21 Sunday 
evening . 
■ PROVIDENCE- First Baptist Church will 
present a candlelight communion service 
Dec: 24 at 10 p.m. 

Put.the will of God in your will 
I believe every Christian ought 

to have a Christian estate plan, 
and one's last will and testament 
is the cornerstone of most estate 
plans. Therefore,- each of us 
Christians ought to put the will of 
God in our wills. 

A Christian will is one that re­
flects God' s will for our posses­

tist who dies without a will the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky has 
one for you, and obviously it does 
not allow for any prayerful con­
sideration of God's will for your 
possessions. 

You have a wonderful resource 
through your Kentucky Baptist 
Foundation. Laurie Valentine, a 

sions, and it deserves 
careful and prayerful 
planning. 

A Christian will in­
cludes provisions for 
one's family as well as 
provisions for the mis­
sion of God in this 
world. There is no con­
flict between providil)g 
for one's family and for 
the Lord's woi:k (I Tim­
othy 5:8). 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

competent, caring, 
Christian attorney, is 
available to consult with 
you in your Christian 
estate planning- and­
there is no cost or obli­
gation on your part be­
cause of your church's 
gifts through the Coop­
erative. Program. 

We Kentucky Bap- Barry Allen 
tists are most fortunate 
to be a part of a family of church­
es, associations, institutions and 
agencies that is touching the lives 
of men and women, boys and girls 
in a variety of ways and in the 
name of Christ. A bequest in your 
will for the benefit of any one or 
a combination of these Baptist 
causes is worthy of your consid­
eration in putting the will of God 
in your will.. • • 

Two out of three Americans 
die intestate, which means with­
out a will. For a Kentucky Bap-

So as you approach 
the end of 1997 and the 
beginning of 1998, 
please give Laurie the 
privilege of helping you 

discover ways to put the will of 
God in your will. 
. Don't wait. Decide now to 
make or amend your will. Let the 
Lord be among the loved ones you 
remember in your last will and 
testament. 

Please call us at (502) 244-
6466. After January 1 you can 
call us toll free at (888) 254-5701. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 
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NATION 
'Revised' NIV ready for print 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(ABP)- A new, easier-to-read New 
International Version Bible translation 
is complete-minus the so-called 
"gender-accurate" revisions which 
spawned controversy in an earlier edi­
tion. 

The updated New International 
Reader's Version-dubbed NlrV for 
short- has been completed on sched­
ule, according to Gene Rubingh, vice 
president for translations at the Inter­
national Bible Society in Colorado 
Springs, Colo. The Bible, due for re­
lease in August, contains simpler lan­
guage than the regular NIV and is 
geared toward children and readers for 
whom English is a second language. 

But the new Bible treats gender 
exactly the same as the current NIV. 
Earlier, translators had planned to re­
place some male references in the · 
English translation with gender-neu­
tral terms · they said more accurately 
represent the biblical languages. But 
they abandoned those plans when a 
controversy erupted over news reports 
about the planned revisions. 

For example, the NlrV originally 
was going to translate Gen. 1 :27 as: 
"So God created human beings in his 
own likeness. He created them in the 
likeness of God." 
• • The revised edition will render 

Gen. 1:27 as: "So God created man in 
his own likeness. He created him in 
the likeness of God." 

Bible society officials insisted the 
dispute was based on misunderstand­
ing and distortion. They said their in­
tent was not to create a "unisex" Bi­
ble, as some critics charged, but to 
more accurately render certain passag­
es which use gender-specific language 
though context and the original lan­
guages imply that both males and fe­
males are concerned. 

To proceed with "gender-accurate" 
revisions in spite of the controversy 
would "cause division in the body of 
Christ and compromise our mission," 
IBS President Lars Dunberg said. 

A team-appointed to tackle the re­
cent gender-related changes included 
representatives from two religious 
groups which expressed concerns 
about the original translation. 

Paul House, an Old Testament pro­
fessor from Southern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary in Louisville, and Ben 
Aker, a New Testament professor at 
Assembly of God Theological Semi­
nary in Springfield, Mo., were placed 
on the team. 

They joined Ronald Youngblood 
and Kenneth Barker, members of the 
international group which firs t pro­
duced the NIV in 1978. 

Ministries and missions in 
Kentucky and around the world ... 

Gifts that keep on giving 

Thanks for your faithful support, Kentucky Baptists! · 

,~.¢', , 

. ,~ KENTUCKY BAPTIST 
Contact Denise Withers, KBC Communications/ COO PERA-T1v· E 
Media Department (502/245-41 01, ext. 212), forL.. • 
more ~ formation on Cooperative Program • ~ ..... j_lPRQGRAM 
promotion. "'1!!!la _,,Y 
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Percentage. given 
to churches still 

declining 

CHAMPAIGN, Ill. 
.(RNS)-A new 

comprehensive study of 
church giving patterns 

has found that the 
overall percentage of 

income church 
members give declined 
slightly between 1994 
and 1995 to 2.46 and 

was sharply below that 
of 1968, when church 

members gave 3.11 
percent of their income. 
The study; "The State of 

Church Giving through 
• 1995," by Jqhn and 

Sylvia Ronsvalle of 
empty tomb inc., a 
Christian research 

organization, in part 
looked at giving in 29 

denominations. It said 
that if members had 

continued to give at the 
1968 rate in 1995, the 

typical annual 
contribution per member 

would have been 
$629.69 instead of the 

current $498.20 and the 
aggregate giving would 
have been $18.8 billion 
rather than the current 

$14.4 billion. 
In another part of the 

,study, the Ronsvalles 
compared giving in eight 

• denominations 
belonging to the National 

Association of 
Evangelicals and eight 

denominations 
• belonging to the more 

•• liberal National Council 
, -,of Churches. 

They found that giving 
: • by evangelicals had 

:declined from 6 percent 
of income in 1968 to 4 

percent in 1995. 
,Mainline members, who 
historically give at lesser 

• rates, had a smaller 
.. • •. decline-from 3.3 
, percent in 1968 to 2.9 

percent in 1995. 

NATION 
Most big gifts go to schools & hospitals, not churches 
By Constance Casey 
Religfon News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS) - · 
. Wealthy Americans tend to give to 

wealthy institutions, most often the 
college that upped their earning po­
tential and the hospital keeping them 
healthy. They don't give much to the 
poor. 

It's their business where they de­
cide to give their money, but the fact 
that wealth flows to wealth casts doubt 
on the idea charitable giving to 
churches and poverty-fighting groups 
will ftll the gap created by reforms that 
ended guaranteed welfare payments. 

"As welfare is cut off, we're hold­
ing our breath and waiting," said Pa­
tricia Foster, Salvation Army director 
of development for Greater New 
York. 

As Americans' income and assets 
increased sharply over the last two 
years, overall charitable giving rose 16 
percent. But giving to human servic­
es and religious groups went up only 
slightly. In fact, adjusted for inflation, 
more money went to human-service 
charities a decade ago, and those serv­
ing the poor are feeling particularly 
strapped: 

Thanks to the rocketing stock mar­
ket, the number of Americans with 
assets of $100 million or more has 
quadrupled in the last 20 years, ac­
cording to Andrew Hacker, author of 
"Money: Who Has How Much and 
Why." 

The top 20 percent of all house­
holds control 49 percent of the coun-

Joy 
By Robert Dunston 

Emma McPherson, senior pro­
fessor of English at Cumberland 

, College, wrote this week's advent 
meditation on love. "Miss Mac" 
began her teaching career at Cum­
berland in 1951 . During her time 
with the college she also served as 
dean of women and then dean of 

try' s income, while the bottom 20 per­
cent get 3.7 percent. 

Yet the rich have a pattern of giv­
ing quite different from the majority 
of Americans. Among the 60 gifts of 
$2 million or more made so far this 
year, according to a list compiled by 
the online magazine Slate, more than 
half went to universities. And that 
doesn1t include donations for univer-

. sity medical centers. University hos­
pitals and research institutes received 
about a fifth of the gifts, and cultural 
organizations a bit less. 

Churches and groups directly serv­
ing the poor were barely on the radar 
screen. By contrast, in overall giving 
at all income levels, about half goes 
to religious groups. 

It isn't a moral defect to give to 
your alma mater, said Boston College 
professor Paul Schervish, co-author of 
"Gospels of Wealth." Like middle­
and lower-income people, the rich 
give to organizations that are famil­
iar, he said. For a middle-class person, 
this is likely to mean a church or syn­
agogue, the Salvation Army, the Red 
Cross or Catholic Charities. 

For a very rich person, places like 
Harvard or Stanford and the local 
symphony and art museum are the 
familiar institutions. 

The increase in the wealth of the 
wealthy has resulted in a cascade of 
seven-figure gifts to universities over 
the past few years. Last year, Harvard 
University reported $427 million in 
gifts, the highest ever, while Stanford 
University got $312 million. And 
Emory University in Atlanta received 

tist leaped with joy as soon as his 
mother Elizabeth heard the voice of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus who was 
to be the Savior of the world, who 
was to be your Savior and mine. 

• And when Jesus was born in Beth­
lehem, an angel appeared before 
the shepherds exclaiming, "Fear 
not. For, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be • 

students. Although she 
retired in 1993, she con- • 
tinues to be active in First 

. Baptist Church of Will­
'iamsburg and serves as a 
volunteer at the Baptist 
Regional Medical Center 
in Corbin. Here are her 
words on Luke 1:46-55: 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the 
city of David, a Savior, 
which is Christ the 
Lord." In the birth and 
life of Jesus, each of us 
has rece_ived the secret of 

On my refrigerator is 
a drawing given to me by 
a. preschooler several 
Easter Sundays ago. On 
a piece of yellow construction pa­
per the little girl had drawn a heart 
with a smile within the heart and 
had printed her name, "Stella," 
above. I had never seen Stella be­
fore she gave me the drawing, nor 
have I seen her since. But every time 
I see the drawing, I am reminded of 
the joy .on Stella's face as she hand­
ed me her gift and of the joy I expe­
rienced because of her love and 
generosity. 

Joy comes at unexpected times, 
in unexpected places and in unex­
pected ways. While still a babe in 
his mother's womb, John the Bap-

joyful living. , 
There is a difference 

between joy and plea­
sure. Pleasure depends 
upon outward circum­
stances, but joy is pro­

duced within us by the Holy Spirit. 
In Galatians 5:22, we read: "But 
the fruit of the Holy Spirit is love, 
joy, ... " The indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit fills us with joy. As you and I 
love and serve Jesus, we will sing 
with new understanding the_ Christ­
mas carol "Joy to the World." 

, At this Christmas time, let us 
prepare our hearts so there is room 
for our king, and true joy will be 
ours throughout the coming year;· 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liainsburg, Ky. 40769 • 

a single gift of $295 million. 
"If we ever got anything like that 

$295 million, we'd all fall over dead 
from cardiac arrest," joked the Salva­
tion Army's Foster." She estimates the 
average gift to the Salvation Army is 
$100. 

"The Salvation Army doesn't 
solve problems, they alleviate them," 
said Bernard Rapoport, a Waco, Tex­
as, insurance magnate who has given 
millions to the University of Texas. 

Like many of the richest Ameri­
cans, Rapoport, whose father emigrat­
ed from Russia, believes in education 
as the best way for the poor to better 
themselves. Two-thirds of his gifts go 
for scholarships at the u1'iversity­
"Not a chair, just money right to the 
kids," as he puts it. 

Waldemar Nielsen, author of "The 
Golden Donors," studies the emotion­
al motives behind big gifts. 

"First, there's a family connec­
tion," Nielsen says. "It's where moth­
er died, or it's the place where my wife 
and I went to school. Next, it is a very 
safe and very respectable thing to 
do- to give to a well-established, 
well-regarded institution, not some lit­
tle neighborhood clinic or child .care 
center. You get recognition from the 
school and your classmates, and you 
gain social status." . 

According to David Glen, Stan­
ford 's vice president of development 
in charge of principal gifts, donors 
have confidence places like Stanford 
and Harvard will be around. 

Raising money for higher educa­
tion is a lot easier than raising money 

for a soup kitchen, as Foster can at­
test. Before coming to the Salvation 
Army, she worked in the development 
office of New York University. 

"There you're dealing with a finite 
audience, with people who are inter­
ested and have an attachment al­
ready," she says. 

"When you're working for a social 
welfare organization, the universe is 
your audience. You have to somehow 
snag the people who care." 

Also, chances are that college grad­
uates will have a steady income and 
some as~ets. "The people the (Salva­
tion) Army helps probably won't soon 
mak!'! a killing in the stock market," 
she says. 

"When people give to a universi­
ty, there are people they want to im­
press favorably," Foster says. 
"There's no earthly advantage to giv­
ing money to the Salvation Army, oth­
er than compassion for one's fellow 
person." . 

The wealthy, of course, are not all 
alike or completely consistent in giv­
ing only to high-status institutions. 
There are anomalies like billionaire 
financier George Soros, \\'.ho directs 
millions to inner-city youth. 

Along with his multimillion-dollar 
gifts to the University of Texas, Ber­
nard Rapoport and his wife, Audre, 
have a family foundation with an en­
dowment of $66 million that pays out 
$3.5 million a year, mostly to pro­
grams for childre~ in kindergarten 
through third grade in Rapoport's 
hometown of Waco, where he discov­
ered many third graders couldn't read. 

Do~'t f 9rget the kids I 
Are you willing to add another name 

to your Christmas list? 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children still needs 
Christmas gift sponsors for some of the children 
in our care. If you are inte·rested in sponsoring a 
child or family in need, please call us! 

1-800-45.6-1386 
■· 
■ . ■ 

--■ 
A -- -----

1. 
J\,' 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

.. ~ 
KBHC 
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Commonly missed 
tax- deduction 
for Christians 
By Jeremy White 

You may not be getting the 
full tax benefit of how you help 
your church 
or other char­
ities. 

Mostpeo~ 
ple know that 
if they item­
ize deduc­
tions, they 
can deduct 
charitable 
contributions made by cash, 
check or credit card. Most, how-

• ever, fail to deduct out-of-pocket 
expenses used for charitable or­
ganizations. Of course, the IRS 
will not notify you for missing 
deductions you could have tak­
en. 

Here are the criteria for an out­
of-pocket expense to be deduct­
ible as a charitable contribution: 

I It is to further the charitable 
organization's aims: 

I It is unreimbursed. 
I It is directly connected with 

your contribution of services to a 
qualified charity. 

Let's apply these criteria to an 
example. Through a local minis­
try, Joe spends a day a week with 
a young boy from the inner city. 
He and his wife regularly keep 
unwed pregnant teenage girls in 
their home as part of a crisis preg­
nancy center's program. For an 
elderly neighbor, Joe drives her 
to the hospital for checkups. He 
was recently elected and ordained 
as a deacon. 
■ Joe's deductible expenses: 
I Costs of tickets to take in­

ner -city youth to a game. 
I Food, clothing and allow­

ance for unwed pregnant girls 
housed. 

I Travel expenses to attend a 
denominational convention as a 
delegate (an uncompensated del~ 
egate may deduct reasonable 
travel expenses and meals, but 
not sightseeing). 

I Mileage for making church 
visits to members and prospects. 

I Cost of books for required 
training classes for new deacons. 
■ Joe's non-deducti,ble ex­

penses: 
I Registration fees for a 

church marriage seminar (per­
sonal expense). 

I Tickets to a Christian con­
cert (personal expense). 

I Purchase of a new suit for 
deacon responsibilities (clothing 
has a general use and is deemed 
personal). 

I Mileage for taking neighbor 
to hospital (not done for a quali­
fied charity). 

Jeremy White is a CPA in Pad­
ucah. Obtain a copy of his new hand­
book, "Honest Rendering: The Ethi­
cal Guide to Saving Tcµces" by send­
ing $4 to 250 Myrna Drive, Paducah, 
Ky. 42003. 
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Gambling on rise, especially among teens 
BOSTON (BP)- Problem gam­

bling is a growing problem in the 
United States, a study by the Har­
vard Medical School division on ad­
dictions reports, and it's a problem 
that affects nearly to percent of 
youth and college students. 

The study was funded by the 
gambling industry's National Cen­
ter for Responsible . Gaming. Data 
from 120 gambling studies of adult, 
adolescent and special populations 
published between 1977-97 was uti­
lized, in what experts regard as "the 
most comprehensive analysis ever 
of compulsive gambling," according 
to a New York Times report Dec. 7. 

The study uses three classifica­
tions of gamblers: level 1, level 2 
and level 3. Level 1 gamblers are 
those who face "little or no adverse 
consequence" from their gambling 

activities, and they account for the 
majority of Americans who gamble. 

Level 2 gamblers demonstrate "a 
pattern of gambling that is associat­
ed with a wide range of adverse re­
actions or consequences." 

Level 3 gamblers are the most ad­
dicted and "disordered." 

The study reports that while most 
attention has been paid to level 3 
gamblers, "scientists and public pol­
icy makers have paid insufficient at­
tention to level 2 gamblers." Yet 
there are more level 2 gamblers than 
level 3. 

Among adults, the study report­
ed 3.85 percent will face a level 2 
gambling problem at some point in 
their lives, while 2.8 percent of the 
adult population were at that level 
in the past year. 

Among adolescents, the .study re-

ported, 9.45 percent of youth and 
9.28 percent of college students will 
reach level 2 gambling at some point 
in their lives. 

The study noted 14.82 percent of 
youth had level 2 gambling prob­
lems in the past year. 

Level 3 gambling disorders will be 
experienced by 3.88 percent of youth 
in their lifetimes, with 5.77 percent 
having experienced level 3 problems 
in the past year, the study reported. 

The study estimated the addiction 
rate among the adult population in­
creased to 1.29 percent during a 1994-
97 time frame, up from 0.84 percent 
during a 1977-93 time frame. 

At present, 1.6 percent of adults 
will have a problem with level 3 gam­
bling at some point in their lives, with 
1.14 percent having had level 3 prob­
lems in the past year. 

Study: Welfare reform makes more homeless 
W ASHNGTON (RNS)- The In­

ternational Union of Gospel Missions, 
in a survey of homeless people check­
ing into its shelters across the coun­
try, has found 20 percent of those cli­
ents became homeless because of the 
loss of government benefits in the last 
12 months. 

The survey of more than 15,000 
homeless men, women and children 
was released Dec. 1. 

"Those who lost benefits tend to 
be alcohol- and drug-addicted men 
and women in their 40s and 50s who 
previously received Social Security 
Disability and Supplemental Security 

Income benefits," said Stephen Burg­
er, executive director of the associa­
tion of 260 rescue missions in Amer­
ica. "Even though we have not yet 
seen the total impact of welfare re­
form, people are already falling . 
through the cracks." 

The survey also showed increases 
in the number of clients who have 
been homeless less than one year­
from 58 percent in 1996 to 60 percent 
this year- and in the number of those 
who have been unemployed more 
than six months- from 50 percent to 
55 percent. 

In some areas, the survey's find-

A_ sure sign that 
it's time for you 
to visit ou 

• retirement res1 

ings • remained constant from 1996. 
For example, the ratio of men and 
women was 4-to-1, a figure that has 
not changed for several years. 

The survey found a racial break­
down of homeless rescue mission cli­
ents to be as follows: 

I 46 percent Caucasian 
I 36 percent African-American 
112 percent Hispanic 
I 18 percent Asian and Native 

American. 
Burger said he expects more dra­

matic shifts in the survey's findings 
as more time passes from the 1996 
enactment of the welfare reform law. 

o\.lJ 
I 

-~ ~ 

Here's the rare opportunity to get _in on the ground floor of a wonderful new 
retirement residence. To take advantage of it, you simply have (o visit Oxmoor Lodge 
now, while we're still building. You'll get to choose from a wide variety of floor plans. 
And if you see an apartment you love, a refundable $100 deposit will:reserve it. At 
Oxmoor Lodge, there are no leases or buy-in fees. Your monthly rent brings you these 
benefits: • Three home-cooked meals a day • Housekeeping &. linen service • Paid 
utilities • Local transportation • Resident Managers • Planned activities 

For the best apartments and views, hurry over to Oxmoor Lodge before it's too late. 

moor Lodge 
Gracious Retirement Living 

8021 Christian Court • Louisville, Kentucky 40222 

502) 425-2402 
Holiday Retirement Corp. - Serving Seniors Since 1971 ~ 

The gambling • 
addiction rate 
among the adult 
population 
increased to 1.29 
percent during , 
1994-97, up from 
0.84 percent 
during 1977-93. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Hunger relief opens doors army couldn't 
Pray for these specific 

needs related to 
Kentucky Baptist 

partnerships with Russia 
. and New England: 

■ Nancy Skinner, 
missionary in Moscow, 
asks for prayer "for my 

witness and influence in 
the lives of our 

neighbors, the teenager I 
teach English, the 

kindergarten Where 
(daughters) Sarah and 

Anna attend and the 
church where I teach 

Sunday school." 

■ Pastor Robert 
Henderson and 

members of Shamma 
Baptist Church, an 
African-American 
Southern Baptist 

mission in Worcester, 
Mass. 

By Ken Camp 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

DALLAS (ABP)-Since the Ko­
rean War ended without a winner in 
1953, the Democratic People's Re­
public of Korea has continued to re­
gard the United States an enemy. 

But widespread food shortages in 
North Korea are opening doors that 
military action and four decades of 
attempted diplomacy could not, said 
a Texas Baptist official who was there 
from late August to mid-November. 

John LaNoue of Texas Baptist 
Men visited 10 of the nation's 12 
provinces as a member of a five-per­
son team representing non-govern­
mental organizations in the U.S. Dur­
ing the 85-day mission, the Americans 
monitored distribution of food provid­
ed by U.S. humanitarian organiza­
tions, including 130 tons supplied by 
Texas Baptists. 

It was upon LaNoue's return to the 
U.S., however, at a debriefing before 
a Congressional committee, that he 
learned the relief work of non-govern­
mental humanitarian organizations 
was instrumental in bringing North 
Korea to a Dec. 9 peace summit in 
Geneva. 

■ Pastor losif 
Zenchenco and 

members of the Russian 
Baptist mission in 
Worcester, Mass. 

Ann Tatum, editor of the Moun­
tains to the Mississippi column, 
was on . vacation last week. The 
Western Recorder's weekly col­
umn about Kentucky Baptists and 
churches will return next week. 

"We knew our gifts had the J)Oten­
tial to save lives by preventing starva­
tion," LaNoue said. "We had no idea 
they had the potential of helping bring 
people to the peace tables." 

LaNoue went to North Korea un­
der the auspices of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's International Mis-

'I would just like to say thank you' 
I want to share part of a letter from a student 

who graduated in 1989. She came to Oneida from 
central Kentucky as a junior. We were told she 
had many problems and needed help academical­
ly. However, we found this young person to be 
delightful and cooperative in most areas. She re­
ceived some extra tutoring in math from our spe­
cial help program. At graduation, her grades were 
the best of her high •school years. She wrote:. 

"It has been over eight years since I graduated 
from Oneida, but I still remember it as 
the best years of my childhood. ... 

"Now I have a beautiful daughter 
who is four and my husband and I have 
bee_I.l married for seven years. My hus­
band is in the Air Force, I am. a care 
coordinator at a home health agency .... 
I would just like to say thank you to all 
the staff ~t Oneida for being my second 
family and instilling the love, self con­
fidence and morals that it took to make 
me the person I am today. 

"I remember a middle school boy 
that was at Oneida during my junior and 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

though it would only be about $10 every two 
weeks, but it would still give a child some fun 
money that they might not otherwise have. I don't 
want them to know my name, and however you 
want to explain it is fine .... I know this is an un­
usual request, but this is my way of thanking Onei­
da." 

This young lady was on a partial scholarship 
at Oneida Baptist Institute. Many friends of our 
ministry made it possible for her to in turn minis­

ter to so many others. 
I am equally grateful for the oppor-

tunity I had to attend Oneida, even 

senior year, and I think about him of- W.F. Underwood 

though I was not able to pay the very 
modest $1 per day room and board. 
Like this young lady, I came during my 
junior year and returned my senior year. 
We did not exactly have a "bank" for 
parents to put some spending money in 
for us, but we did have a little store we 
called the "Jotem Down Store." Twen­
ty cents would get you a bottle of pop 
and a candy bar or bag of chips. Many 
of us did not have the 20 cents, but we 
were happy just the same. My mom sent 
me "care packages" from time to time. ten. I don't think I ever knew his name 

or talked to him .... I'm pretty sure he was from a 
very poor family .... I remember he always wore . 
an Oneida Baptist sweat suit that I'm sure was 
given to him by someone there, and if I remem­
ber correctly he was very intelligent and voted 
most likely to succeed by his peers. I d.on't know 
why I think of him so often, but I hope he had the 
chance for college. I always remember What a big 
deal it was to get money from the"bank" ... [mon­
ey put in by parents or telatives] for extras like 
the grill, shampoo, candy, etc. I always wonder if 
he had the luxury even if it was just a few dollars? 
... I often think about sending a contribution even 

Few things make a student happier than getting a 
box from home. My box.normally only had pota­
toes in it. I loved potatoes. I did get into a little 
trouble once for not realizing it was a bad idea to 
put potato peelings down the toil~t. After several 
days of digging by hand, the maintenance men 
discovered the problem with the clogged sewer 
lines: potato peelings. It did not take them long to 
figure out who was responsible. At the time, it. 
had appeared the most logical place to dispose of 
them. 

W.F. "Bud" Underwood is president of Oneida 
Baptist Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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sion Board and Amigos Intemacion­
ales, a Waco, Texas-based non-profit 
relief and development organization 
approved to work with the U.S. Agen­
cy for International Development. 
Other monitors represented CARE, 
World Vision, Mercy Corps and Cath­
olic Relief Services. 

Team members found that grain 
shipments were reaching hungry peo­
ple and saving lives. Still, many more 
will die unless food contributions 
from outside the country continue and 
food production within the country is 
accelerated, they reported. 

Some experts say several million 
North Koreans could starve in com­
ing months. A ·year-long famine al­
ready has killed as much as 15 per­
cent of the population in numerovs 
towns and villages, according to a 
September report by World Vision. 

LaNoue estimated that industrial 
areas in the country's mountainous 
provinces probably will run out of 

Available in 20' to 30' Models 
(12 to 35 passengers) 

food by the end of January. Most ag­
ricultural areas will deplete food sup­
plies by sometime in March. 

As LaNoue and the other monitors 
traveled throughout North Korea, 
from the Chinese border to the demil­
itarized zone, they witnessed delivery 
of more than a million 110-pound 
bags of com. They visited public dis­
tribution centers where grain was ra­
tioned on the basis of calories needed 
to perform specific jobs. They talked 
to people in schools, clinics and pri-
vate homes. • 

Statistics normally are treated as 
state secrets in North Korea and 
Americans are considered "hundred 
year enemies." The North Korean 
people are reluctant to reveal any per­
sonal weakness to a stranger. Still, 
LaNoue asked page after page of pen­
etrating questions. In every instance, 
he found that the donated food was 
making the difference between life 
and death. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 370-6180 
( 615) 3 76-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program • 
. www.carp~nterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

'Help! Their Cry, Our Call' 
Never before have more people Bible story about the centurion. At 

been in need of spiritual help to ease the end of the trip Alexander said, 
the pain of hunger, poverty, oppres- "I want you to know our hearts are 
sion and life without hope. one. As a Christian I can't keep this 

God's command in Scripture job. I'll seek another and also find 
and Christ's love call us to hear and a Baptist church." 
respond to their cries. In the last Phillip Huffman recalled: "In 
chapel service of the year, the cam- our preparation we often heard the 
pusfamilyheardacallforhelpfrom need to be flexible." He soon real­
Russia issued by a p~ership team ized the necessity of relying on the 
that worked in the maxi- Holy Spirit to remember 
mum security prison at . CLEAR CREEK teachings. 
Vorenezh last May. CHRONICLE '.'We had very little 

James Beam remem- notice of what we would 
bers the prisoners with teach," he said. "The 
tuberculosis who stood prisoners asked many 
more than two hours be- questions. We saw God 
hind a barbed wire fence move in a mighty way." 
and listened intently to Following our chapel 
the gospel. service, a student visited 

"Although we were my office to ask when the 
not allowed to ask for a •-~~ next team goes to Russia. · 
public response, I saw We have accepted an as-
peace on the faces of L....J....._-' signment for evangelism 
some," Beam said. Bill Whittaker in Moscow, July 22-Aug. 
"When I left Clear Creek . 4, 1998. We hope nine 
I missed my family, but didn't cry; students and a professor will com­
when I left Russia, I cried. My fam- mit to this opportunity. 
ily has eternal life, but God broke Students can earn two hours ac­
my heart for many in Russia who ademic credit if they complete the 
have no assurance of heaven." requirements of a mission practi-

Steve Mayle will never forget a cum. 
man named Alexander. At their first The Kentucky~Russia partner­
meeting, Alexander said he respect- ship is one way Clear Creek re­
ed all religions but because of his sponds to the cries of "Help!" from 
position of authority in the prison around the world. 
he couldn't acknowledge one over 
the other. 

Steve later told Alexander the 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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Coach recounts IOng drive to save marriage in new book I 
By Adelle Banks 

• Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- Lyndi 
McCartney won't reveal the grade she 
gave her' husband, Promise Keepers 
founder Bill McCartney, before he 
realized he had put his family at the 
bottom of his priority list. 

Now, she proudly gives him a 
"10." -

The long road they traveled from 
a bad. to a better marriage is recount­
ed in the new book "Sold Out: Be­
coming Man Enough to Make a Dif­
ference," which tells their story from 
the time the former University of Col­
orado head football coach' neglect~d 
his . family through his gradual return . 
to the fold. . 

It's a road they've walked as the' 
evangelical Christian men's ministry 
he founded makes plans to expand 
around the world. 

Together, they've coped with Bill 
McCartney's former battles with al-

cohol and anger and with his marital 
unfaithfulness- an "indiscretion" that 
occurred-more than 20 years ago and 
was left out of the new book. 

At one point, a depressed Lyndi 
McCartney- a homemaker who 
raised the couple's four children large­
ly on her own- lost 80 pounds and 
considered suicide. 

The couple's book, designed, they 
say, to be an encouragement to oth­
ers, highlights both Bill McCartney's 
i_dolization of his football coaching 
career and his wife's commitment to 
their marriage vow, no matter what. 

"My dad taught me that all you re­
ally have is your word," Lyndi Mc­
C~ey, 54, said in a joint interview 
with her husband. • 

"When I make a -vow, that's my 
responsibility. It isn't dependent on 
somebody else ... : That was my vow 
before the Lord." 

Bill McCartney, 57, said he knew 
the first of the Ten Commandments 
was to "love the Lord your God with· 

all your heart," but that he wasn't fol­
lowing it. Instead, he put his football 
career first. 

"Th_ere was a time when every­
thing took a back seat to coaching," 
he said. "It's one thing to mouth the 
right priorities. It's another thing to 
live them." 

He admits that it was only after he 
retired from coaching at the Universi­
ty of Colbrado in 1994 that he truly 
saw the paradox he had been living 
- leading a ministry committed to 
faith and family while not living up to 
those commitments in his personal 
life. 

"I couldn't gain a perspective," he 
said. "It was very difficult to see things 
as they truly were." 

With the 16-hour workdays of 
coaching behind him, the couple now 
has a more "normal" life, said Lyridi 
McCartney. Though her husband still 
travels with Promise Keepers, she 
said, "Nine out of 10 days he's home 
at 4:30 or 5, sometimes even 3- time 

Jars of c,1,_y cracking mainstream audience 
By Steve Rabey ' • 
Religion News ~e~ice 

NEW YORK (RNS)-Jars of Clay 
isn't exactly an overnight sensation, 
but the band's four Gen-X members 
come close: Their 1995 self-titled de­
but has sold 1.5 million copies, the 
~~st-s"e,!1;~1_1:gAe~yU n_.~!yi,~tia,n music_ 
history. 

"It's always been one surprise af­
ter another," says Dan Haseltine, sing­
er and lyricist for the band, whose new 
CD, "Much Afraid," was released in 
September and already has been cer -
tified go}d for sales exceeding 
500,000 copies. ·, 

"We started out in college writing 
song~ basically for us and a few of our 
friends," he says. "Now we're .start­
ing to do international touring in Sin­
gapore, Australia and Japan. We're 
kind of going, 'Whoa!' We never ex­
pected our music to get beyond the 
four walls of our dorm room." 

But things have gone far beyond 
Greenville College in Illinois, where 
three of the four Jars members ma­
jored in contemporary Christian mu­
sic before their ship came· in. 

Last year they performed 300 con­
cert dates, including a few as the open­
ing act for rock superstar Sting. 
"Flood," the breakout single from 
their first CD, was in regular rotation 
on cable music stations MTV and VH-
1. And they've received generally 
positive coverage from publications 
like Entertainment Weekly, Rolling 
Stone and Spin. 

The band's vast appeal may be 
because the Christianity espoused in 
"Much Afraid" isn't the triumphal, 
victorious variety heard in most mod­
ern Christian music. Instead, the CD, 
which is named after the main char­
acter in Hannah Hurnard's 1955 alie­
gory, "Hinds Feet on High Places," 
portrays believers as weak and vulner­
able. 

"We're trying to deal realistically 
with what people are going through 
in society today," Haseltine says. 

"There is that triumph where Jesus 
did rise from the dead and conquered 

JARS OF CLAY The Christian band shuns the triumph in much of contemporary Christian 
music: "We're trying to deal realistically with what people are going through in society 
today," says band member Dan Haseltine. Group members are (from left) Matt Odmark, 
Charlie Lowell, Haseltine and Stephen Mason. (RNS photo) 

death and sin. So there is triumph 
there. But in the world we live in, all 
that a lot of people hear about is tri­
umph, and that you become a Chris­
tian and all your problems are solved. 
That's very far from the truth. 

"We try to paint the other picture. 
Humanity is a frail thing. There are a 
lot of heartbreaks and different things 
you encounter. In the midst of that, 
you can find hope. But that doesn't 
mean you won't have struggles." 

Also contributing to the success of 
Jars of Clay are memorable melodies, 
tight vocal harmonies and a creative 
mix of folk, pop and alternative rock 
elements. And on "Much Afraid," part 
of which was recorded in London, 
they add layers of Beatles-style ar­
rangements to the mix. 

But most intriguing is Jars' win­
some way of expressing their faith 
without cliches or inside-the-Bible­
beltway lingo. 

"The topics we deal with are uni­
versal in many ways," Haseltine says. 
"And we're not only singing to Chris­
tians, so why would I want to write a 
song that uses all this language that 
only Christians would understand? 

That would be shooting ourselves in 
the foot." 

But he's quick to add the band has 
no "agenda." 

"An artist spends most of life in a 
prison tainted by his experience. Ours 
is tainted by our experience of being 
in church and being Christian. Hope­
fully, people who hear us are going to 
go, 'Wow! That was a good song.' 
And we hope some people get some 
hope out of our music. Anything else 
is great." 

Jars' mix of conviction and creativ­
ity also has endeared them to believ­
ers who have otherwise turned a deaf 
ear to most Christian music. Nina 
Williams, a spokeswoman for the 
band's Nashville-based Essential la­
bel, estimates one-third of the band's 
sales are outside Christian retail out­
lets. 

But that has resulted in some an­
gry correspondence from.non-believ­
ers who bought a Jars CD and were 
upset that something they thought was 
so cool turned out to be Christian. 

Says Haseltine, "A lot of agendas 
get thrown at a band when you call it 
Christian." 

for a bike ride, a nice long chat, time 
to talk to family members together, eat 
dinner together." 

They hope their tale of transition 
will prove to be a demonstration of 
God's forgiveness. 

"He'll forgive you," Bill McCart­
ney said. "Look, he forgave me. You 
can't be this bad." 

;\+i:ByJame1{p9t~«i11; n :•• .. ii " 

• • \ '$~C Nifrth'Arrrerican lj!isslod8, 

ALPHARETTA/Ga. (BPP2,"\"ho .. 

FIRST TEAM In their new 
book, "Sold Out," the 
McCartneys tell at their 
long road to improving 
their marriage. (RNS 
photo) . 
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· Good Tidings for All People 

And the angel 
"Fear not • for _ 

. nto.them, 
f•d, I bring 

r ' I 

You g,aod tidin~s df~½~ti'·tPat ,· oy, 
- · · i t '; )Ji{~~:0~ ¾[)(' 

whicti\ \ hall bet~ ~\l!}~eople. • 
For undp Y9M • iJ li~i,Jfais . day 

;:i,_ t • · ~ ;;:i>1 ~·~7' -_ . ;;t tvf• -,~ •• -:~' ,•t>. • __ :y 

in-the ci,y ;.if.:7.:·,:·.D ... -.~.: .. ·.~.·.;.;~u. tc:t .a.•· .. ··;·./ ... S.]aviour, 
,l "'L;s "·\f.'. '\ ~ ··• ·· ·•·· .I 

which i ~1;. . cpristf '',~h~ Lord 
·:~GJ9rx. t'\~od i~ifbe ~!Jhest, • 
an:d· on'',· e~ff:li .Pea1;:e, • 2dod~ will \ .,, .. , . .. . ' .. 

toWa·rrt n,,n-~ 

·\,, ·~,>.,;"'"~ • -~ii~~lil~Ii:':,,;1L\iie, '2~"' 10 -t~t -·~"'f'4 
'~~~.~,-~::~_:::,~3;-,:_,,.. - -- • , - ' 

At Oneida Baptist Institute, we believe 
the good tidings of the gospel are for all . 
people. 

We accept boys and girls in grades six 
through twelve. Our students come to us 
from all walks of life and from all around 
the world. 

Many are not Christians when they 
enroll, but come to believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ at Oneida.· 

Please pray for us as we share the 
"good tidings of great joy." 

16 WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 16, 1997 

Merry Christmas 
from 

Oneida Baptist Institute-

'Education for time and eternity 

ONEIDA BAPTIST INSTITUTE 
P.O. Box67 

. Oneida, Kentucky 40972 
(606) 847-4111 
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