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Poll: A quarter 
of Baptist teens 
said they think 
about suicide 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Sunday School Board 

NASHVILLE (BP)- A re­
cent survey of Southern Baptist 
teenagers revealed three-fourths 
have trouble with their tempers, 
nearly half cheat on tests and al­
most a quarter have thought 
about killing themselves. 

The same survey, however, 
shows 78 percent don't drink, 83 
percent don't take drugs and a 
total of 93 percent pray "daily" 
or "weekly." • 

The survey included 2,501 
youth surveyed at 1997 Baptist 
summer youth conferences. . 
Ninety-five percent of the group 
claimed to be Christians. Fifty­
five percent of the respondents 
were female; 45 percent were 
male. 

On the issue of teens contem­
plating suicide, an analysis by 
school grade revealed 25 percent 
of high school students compared 
to 18 percent of junior high stu­
dents have considered killing 
themselves. 

Forty-four percent of the 
youth said . they "sometimes" 

• cheat on tests. Eight percent said 
"yes" they cheat on tests; 48 per­
cent said they do not 

Of the youth surveyed, 64 per­
cent read their Bibles weekly or 
daily. But 51 percent said they 
seldom tell people about Jesus, 
and 79 percent would or might 
date someone who is not a Chris­
tian. 

Clyde Hall, manager of the 
Sunday School Board's youth 
discipleship section, said that 
while youth are reading the Bi­
ble, "they don't know the Jesus 
of the Bible." 

"They don't seem to have a 
personal relationship with him, 
and so they don't tell others about 
him." he said. 

Meanwhile, nearly half the 
teens surveyed (47 percent) said 
violence in movies does not upset 
□ See Poll: Quarter of ... , page 6 

RALLY FOR LIFE Hundreds of abortion opponents braved cool temperatures for an hour and a half Jan. 27. The annual event in 
Frankfort is used to urge Kentucky legislators to support abortion-limiting legislation. 

'Roe': Abortion industry built on lies 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

FRANKFORT-Twenty-five 
years after the Roe vs. Wade court 
decision legalized most abortions, 
"Jane Roe" says the entire abortion 
industry is "a business built on lies" 
from her case. 

"There is nothing good that comes 
from a lie, and abortion comes from a 
lie," Norma Mccorvey told hundreds 
of abortion opponents at the "Rally for 
Life" Jan. 27 on the steps of the state 
Capitol. 

Mccorvey filed the lawsuit as 
• anonymous Jane Roe to have an abor­
tion. She said she lied to two Texas 
female attorneys, claiming she want­
ed an abortion because she had been 
gang raped. One of the lawyers said 
she didn't know where to get an abor­
tion although she already had had one, 
Mccorvey added. 

Abortion clinics owe their "profit 
and existence to Roe vs. Wade," said 
McCorvey, a former worker in a Dal­
las abortion clinic. She admitted, "I've 
talked women into them," referring to 

'JANE ROE' Norma Mccorvey: "Never give up." 

abortions. 
The third lie about Roe vs. Wade 

was that the case was about a wom­
an's right to decide what happened to 
her body, she said. 

"Our bodies don't belong to us, 
they belong to God," McCorvey said. 

"And besides, what about the baby's 
body?" 

In a highly celebrated event two 
and a half years ago, McCorvey be­
came a Christian and later renounced 
her support for ab01tion. 
a See Hundreds attend ... , page 8 

Jesus a vegetarian?· But what about the loaves and fish? 
By Judith Cebula 
Religion News Service 

NORFOLK, Va. (RNS)-People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 
is on a quiet crusade to convince 
Christians to go vegetarian. 

"It's what Jesus would do," said 
Bruce Friedrich, the 28-year-old Ro­
II_lan Catholic leading the campaign. . 

lil letters to· more than 400 U.S. 
Catholic bishops and four prominent 
evangelists-Jerry Falwell, Pat Rob­
ertson, Oral Roberts and Billy Gra­
ham-Friedrich laid out a case argu­
ing Jesus was a vegetarian and all his 

followers should give up meat out of 
mercy for God's creation. 

"Eating meat mocks God by tor­
turing animals, polluting the earth and 
destroying our own health," he wrote 
in the letter. 

Citing Genesis 1:29, in which God 
commands his human creation to care 
for all living beings and eat only 
plants, the letter asked the Christian 
leaders to use their pulpits to promote 
vegetarianism as an ethical way of life. 

But the Virginia-based advocacy 
group would be pleased if church 
leaders just begin to pray about the 
idea, Friedrich said. The campaign 

isn't drawing much response from the 
religious leaders, he acknowledged. 

Although he has asked for a re­
sponse from each bishop and evange­
list, he has received just three letters 
so far. One bishop merely thanked 
him for the letter. Bishop James Tim­
lin of the diocese of Scranton, Pa., said 
he would give serious consideration 
to encouraging the idea. And a repre­
sentative of the Billy Graham Evan­
gelistic Association wrote to dispute 
the claim the Bible mandates meatless 
eating while encouraging all people to 
find salvation in Jesus. 

Friedrich said it was the Catholic 

bishops who inspired the campaign 
and their discussion last November 
over restoring the longtime Catholic 
tradition of meatless Fridays as a sym­
bolic sacrifice demonstrating the 
church's opposition to abortion. 

He argued Jesus himself was a veg­
etarian, a _member of the meat-shun­
ning Jewish sect called the Essenes. 

It's a view most religious scholars 
say has no historical backing, said 
theologian James Vanderkam of the 
University of Notre Dame. And, 

• Vanderkam added, it is probable Jesus 
ate lamb while sharing the Passover 
meal and that fish was part of his ~et. 
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BAPTISTS ·. 
New church-based seminary planned in -Virginia 
By Michael Clingenpeel 
Virginia Religious Herald 

FALLS CHURCH, Va. (ABP)­
A group of Baptists in the suburbs of 
the nation's capital has announced it 
will launch a new seminary later this 
year, joining a wave of small, region­
al seminaries started by Baptists this 
decade. 

Unlike most of the new seminar­
ies, however, the new seminary will 
be church-based rather than linked to 
a university. It ·will offer ministerial 
training through networks involving 
faculty and student exchange pro­
grams, teleconferencing and intern­
ships with Baptist and non-denomina­
tional ministries located near Wash­
ington, D.C. 

The seminary, which eventually 
will offer three degree programs tar­
geted to train vocational ministers, la­
ity and internationals, was announced 
Jan. 29. Classes are scheduled to be­
gin late this year or in early 1999 in a 
building owned by Columbia Baptist 
Church in Falls Church, Va., a sub­
urb about six miles from Washington. 

It will be named the John Leland 
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"Just another typical pulpit committee 
meeting. Why do you ask?" 
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Center for Theological Studies. Le­
land was a Virginia Baptist pastor 
whose battle for religious freedom in 
the 18th century led to the establish­
ment of religious-liberty guarantees in 
the First Amendment to the United 
States Constitution. 

Randall Everett, senior pastor at 
Columbia Baptist Church and one of 
about 50 individuals involved in the 
school's founding, says the group's 
goal is to bring Baptist theological 
education to the nation's capital. 

''There is no area like the greater 
D.C area," he explained. "It is inter­
national and multicultural. The re­
sources are here and the needs are 
here. We have Methodist, Catholic, 
Episcopal seminaries and a Muslim 
training center. Why don't we have a 
Baptist seminary in the nation's capi­
tal?" 

Everett said the Leland Center will 
offer an "integrated" curriculum 
which will include classes in Bible and 
theology, spiritual disciplines and 
practical ministry. 

For most of this century Southern 
Baptist theological education has been 
centered in large seminaries scattered 

. . 

around the country. But the final quar -
ter of this century has been an era of 
sweeping change. 

In the 1970s the six Southern Bap­
tist seminaries started setting up sat­
ellite centers in cities around the coun­
try to allow students to train for min­
istry without moving to one of the six 
central locations. Along with this de­
centralization of education, the six 
seminaries were targets for ideologi­
cal change as the Southern Baptist 
Convention took a rightward shift. 

As a result, moderate Baptists be­
gan developing new schools in the 
1990s. 
- But until now the only models for 

church-based theological education 
were in conservative churches such as 
Mid-America Baptist Theological 
Seminary at Bellevue Baptist Church 
in Memphis and Criswell Center for 
Biblical Studies at First Baptist 
Church in Dallas. 

Though Columbia Baptist Church 
will host the Leland Center and has 
pledged $70,000 to the school during 
the next three years, the project is not 
solely a ministry of the church. Fund­
ing for the seminary will come from 

Elliff urges prayer for Clinton; 
addresses other questions 
By Laurie Lattimore 
Alabama Baptist 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (ABP)­
Southern Baptists should pray for 
President Bill Clinton, said Southern 
Baptist Convention President Tom El­
liff, because "all Christians art) com­
manded to pray for their leaders." 

And while Elliff said he is reserv­
ing judgment on the current sex scan­
dal rocking the White House, he said 
citizens have a right to expect good 
character from their president. 

"God is far more concerned about 
character than us," said Elliff, pastor 
of First Southern Baptist Church in 
Del City, Okla. 

Elliff said at the Alabama Baptist· 
state evangelism conference in Hunts­
ville he did not have a position on 
charges that Clinton had ari affair with 
a White House intern and covered it 
up. Elliff said he would leave judg­
ment up to God but noted that forgive­
ness does not mean the absence of 
consequences for wrongdoing. 

Although Clinton is a Southern 
_Baptist, his presidency seldom has 

' been a source of pride for conserva­
tive leaders of the nation's largest 
Protestant faith group who are at odds 
with many of his social policies. 

Elliff also addressed other ques­
tions during an interview with report­
ers at the Jan. 26-27 meeting. 

Elliff said he does not expect hos­
tility over Southern Baptist plans to 
proselytize among Mormons at this 
summer's SBC annual meeting in Salt 
Lake City. 

"Mormons have written the book 
on going door to door," Elliff said. 
''They are no strangers to one-on-one. 
witnessing, so I don't think they will 
be upset." 

Each year, the S.SC encourages , 
messengers to come early to the con­
vention city to participate in a "Cross-

over" evangelistic event. Elliff said it 
would be hypocritical for Mormons, 
known for their aggressive evange­
lism, to feel intimidated by the influx 
of Southern Baptists. 

"We' re not going to Salt Lake just 
to share the gospel with Mormons," 
Elliff said. "We believe everybody 
needs to hear the gospel." . 

Elliff, who was in the state at the 
invitation of the Alabama Baptist State 
Convention, said he would not attend 
a meeting of the recently formed 
Southern Baptist Conservatives of 
Alabama. • • 

Elliff sidestepped a question about 
the effect such conservative groups 
could have on the denomination in the 
future, particularly when those groups 
evolve into separate state conventions. 
Conservatives recently have taken that 
step in Virginia and Texas. 

However, he noted that there is no 
bylaw that would prevent the SBC 
from recognizing more than one con­
vention in a state, and he claimed that 
as long as the SBC remains open to 
all Southern Baptists, no problems 
should arise. 

"I think the record shows that we 
have encouraged nominations from 
every Southern Baptist," Elliff said. 
''There are certain gender and ethnic 
considerations, and often I've gone 
back and asked for more nominations 
to-fill those out." 

The president of the Baptist Gen­
eral Association of Virginia recently 
raised the fairness issue, noting that 
75 percent of the state's trustees ap­
pointed to SBC leadership posts came 
from churches associated with the 
much-smaller Southern Baptist Con-
servatives of Virginia. _ 

Elliff denied any attempt by the 
SBC to seek nominees from the con­
servative conventions over the estab­
lished state conventions. 

churches in the Mount Vernon and 
Potomac Baptist associations, the Dis­
trict of Columbia Baptist Convention 
and individual contributions, grants 
and student tuition. 

Everett said the seminary will be 
"lean" financially, with few resident 
faculty or buildings. 

About 50 leaders, mostly from 
churches in northern Virginia, formed 
an investigative committee which 
planned for the Jan. 29 announcement 
of the new seminary. The investiga­
tive committee will create a board of 
directors, which will elect a president 
and faculty. A draft of a doctrinal 
statement also is being prepared by the 
committee. 

Originally the founders of the Le­
land Center considered becoming a 
satellite campus for Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary at Richmond or Baylor 
University's Truett Seminary. 

"We moved away from the idea of 
being a satellite school because a big • 
part of seminary is community, and 
community can't be achieved one day 
a week," Everett said. He said both 
BTSR and Truett were "helpful and 
supportive." 

1MB statistics 
show gains in '97 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)­
Missionaries associated with 
the Southern Baptist Interna-

- tional Mission Board recorded 
growth in many statistical mea­
sures in the past year, the 1MB 
reports. 

The IMB ' s 4,249 missionar­
ies worked among 336 people 
groups in 127 countries in 
1997. In many areas, they 
worked in· cooperation with na­
tional Baptist coriventions and 
churches. 

Worldwide, 1MB partner 
• groups reported 2,451 new 
churches last year. That total 
number was up by about 3.5 
percent from the 2,367 new 
churches reported the year be­
fore. 

Spurred by new growth, the 
total number of churches world­
wide in groups with which 1MB 
missionaries cooperate rose by 
4.1 percent, to 41,521-for the 
first time in history surpassing the 
number of stateside St>uthern 
Baptist churches. The number of 
overseas churches the 1MB re­
lates to has doubled since 1987. 

Other significant factors: • 
I Participants in discipleship 

programs more than tripled from 
1996 to 1997, to 657,988. 

I Total financial contributions 
to churches increased from $287 
million to $478 million, a 66 per­
cent jump. 

I Church membership 
reached 4.11 million, less than a 
1 percent increase from the year 
before. 

I Baptisms, at an average 6.8 
per church and one per 14.5 
members, totaled 283,100, a de­
crease of about 0.2 percent from 
1996. 

• 
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Bible club at home in Lexington apartment complex 
By Nzong Xiong 
Lexington Herald-Leader 

LEXINGTON- The Friday Bible 
school at Pickway Manor Apartments 
has finally found a home in Heather 
Hoskins' apartment. 

For the last year, Mildred Sturgill 
and her 10 young students gathered 
wherever they could at the complex. 

The group met in the laundry room 
"until we couldn't meet in there any 
longer," said Sturgill, a member of 
Porter Memorial Baptist Church. "We 
just outgrew it." 

Hoskins, a junior at Lexington 
Community College, moved into the 
complex, on Victoria Way off Nicho­
lasville Road near Fayette Mall, a lit­
tle over a week ago. 

She and Porter have worked out an 
agreement whereby the church will 
pay $150 a month toward Hoskins' . 
rent in exchange for use of her apart­
ment on Fridays for the Bible school. 

"I know God will bless this minis­
try," said Hoskins, 25. "Sometimes we 
get so caught up. in getting someone 
saved that we forget to disciple them 
and teach them how to grow up god­
ly .... That's what we're doing with this 
ministry." 

The ministry began as a backyard 
Bible school in an outreach effort by 
the church and Elkhorn Baptist Asso­
ciation. After receiving a warm wel­
come from residents, the church start­
ed the current after-school program. 
Named after the 66 books in the Bi­
ble, the program is called the "66 Bi­
ble Club." 

After returning home from school 
on Fridays, the students get together 
with Sturgill and her two assistants, 
Christie· Davidson and Mabel King. 
The children munch on a quick snack 
first, then discuss the day's Scripture 
passage, which they were to have 
studied during the Week. The class, 

COMPLEX CLASS Mildred Sturgill leads the Bible study class for children each Friday at 5 p.m. at Pickway Manor. The class was 
without a permanent meeting site until recently. 

which lasts about a hour, ends with 
the assigning of the next Scripture 
reading. 

"We' re not trying to cram anything 
down anyone's throat," said Jim Mc­
Gee, a pastor at Porter Memorial. "We 
want to make Christ available the very 
best way possible." 

McOee said this apartment minis­
try is part of a bigger plan called 
"Building Bridges." The church's vi­
sicm is to reach people citywide. 

"Our ultimate goal is that people 

get to lcnow Christ," ke said. Ai- do, who arrived in 1979. 
though, he adds, the final decision will For many of the youth ih the apart-
be up to them. ments, the church has provided an 

Since the program began, it has outlet for their energy. Many have 
made a difference at Pickway Manor. • joined the church's athletic program, 

"They have been a godsend to this church choir and youth group. . 
complex," said Diana Maldonado, the "It's a wonderful thing that the 
property manager of Pickway . Man- children are exposed to these experi­
or' s 120 units. "They're.just wonder- ences," Maldonado said. "Anything 
ful." that's a positive on young people, you 

The complex has had a good rela- can't put a value on it." 
tionship with the church for as long Reprinted by permission of the Lexing-
as she has been there, said Maldona- ton Herald-Leader. 

Churches in southeast Kentucky see growth & excitement 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

MANCHESTER- A combination 
of increased attendance, community 
outreach and expanding youth pro­
grams are creating enthusiasm among 
churches in Booneville Baptist Asso­
ciation. 

"We've definitely seen God work­
ing," said Bill Nichols, associational 
director of missions. "Word gets 
around easy in Clay and Owsley coun­
ties. People are excited." 

Calvary Baptist Church in Burning 
Springs has experienced the most 
growth. Last year 42 people were bap­
tized at the church, part of more than 
60 new members added to its rolls. 
That boosted Sunday morning atten­
dance to 200 people. 

Pastor Wayne Reid attributes it to 
the church helping the poor through a 
food pantry started 18 months ago. 
Members felt a burden for elderly res­
idents, many of whom live on meager 
incomes, he said. 

Calvary now provides 125 families 
with $100 of groceries per month, he 
said. The church also distributes cloth­
ing to the needy about five times a 
year. This spring a group of college 

students from Tennessee will help 
members remodel 20 area homes. 

And Calvary offers emergency as­
sistance to fire victims and the unem­
ployed, such as some of 200 men laid 
off recently when a coal mine closed. 

"We witness to them and give 
them a tract," said Reid. "This has 
been a blessing to us. We've seen 
things happen that only God can do. 

"Every need we've had, God has 
supplied it," he added. "It's come 
through people who have been sensi­
tive to what the Spirit would have 
them to do." 

Pleasant Point Baptist Church in 
Clay County baptized more than 30 
people last year thanks to its youth 
ministry, which boosted Sunday atten­
dance to between 65 and 70 people. 

Pastor Frank Peters credited three 
couples- Marcus and Marlene Ward, 
Denver and Jessica Thompson, and 
Ranny and Sharon Hacker_:.with 
sparking youth outreach. • 

"The church has put out a strong 
. effort to get kids there and work with 
them," said Peters, who became pas­
tor four years ago. "It's also got older 
people a lot more enthused." 

. The fervor helped the congregation 
pay off $70,000 in renovation costs in 

just two years and purchase two vans. 
It also led to a new visitation program 
aimed at reaching unchurched parents 
of children who have attended. 

While Garrard Baptist Church in 
Clay County hasn't seen much numer­
ical growth, a 1997 building renova­
tion stimulated members' interest in 
missions, according to Pastor Marvin 
Cress. • 

Its old block building had no insu­
lation, an old oil furnace and no stee­
ple. Doing all the work themselves 
except for bricking the exterior, mem­
bers installed wallboard, insulation 
and carpet, expanded the foyer and 
built a steeple. 

They also poured a new concrete 
floor in an unused section, converting 
it into a combination fellowship hall 
and Sunday school classrooms. 

The church recently voted to in­
crease giving to the association and 
Cooperative Program from 5 percent 
to 6 percent. Their goal is to raise con­
tributions one percent annually until 
both causes receive 10 percent. 

Members distributed three dozen 
food baskets at Christmas and bought 
presents for seven needy,children. 

"We've grown spiritually and in 
maturity," said Cress, a bivocational 

pastor. "The people have learned if 
they step out in faith, the Lord pro-
vides." • 

Royal Oak Baptist Church in Ow­
sley County has seen its Sunday 
morning attendance surpass the 40 
mark, quadruple the average when 
David Foley became pastor a few 
years ago. 

Although Foley recently accepted 
a full-time pastorate in Northern Ken­
tucky, deacon Gene Lynch said Fo­
ley's leadership attracted many chil­
dren. On a recent Wednesday night, 
attendance consisted of nearly 80 per­
cent children. 

"He was the one who started the 
growth, and it has continued on," 
Lynch said. "Through prayer and get­
ting out and shaking the bushes, we 
reaped the results." 

Active recruiting for vacation Bi­
ble school last summer paid off with 
a record attendance of 90 kids. Many 
children were from unchurched 
homes and some continued corning to 
Royal Oak, he said. 

Their presence has stimulated .a 
Christmas gift program for children 
from low-income families. The 
church recently called Bill Walton as 
pastor. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children has 
opened a Cornerstone 
professional Christian 
counseling ministry in 
LaGrange. The office ts 
located at the Sulphur 
Fork Baptist Association 
office, 3714 West 
Highway 146 in 
LaGrange. Counseling is 
offered for individuals, 
coup!es and families. 'For 
more information, call 
the office at (502) 225-
0011 • 

■ Clarification: A Dec. 
23, 1997, story 
headlined "Leaders' CP 
giving record mixed" 
cited the Cooperative 
Program giving record · 
of three churches where 
officers of the newly­
formed Southern 
Baptists of Kentucky are 
pastors. The figures 
reported are a correct 
representation of • 
contributions received 
by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention Executive 

. Board in the 1996-97 
fiscal year. Mike Routt, 
president of the group 
and pastor of Rose Hill 
Missionary Baptist 
Church in Ashland, 
subsequently has 
explained that two 
checks from his church 
for the 1996-97 year 
were mailed late to the 
KBC. The total amount 
his church intended to 
give during that fiscal 
year was $57,968, which 
would have been a 6 
percent increase over 
the previous year. 
However, in fairness to 
all parties, KBC records 
reflect only what actually 
was received during the 
fiscal year. Contributions • 
received after Sept. 2 are 
credited toward the new 
fiscal year. The Recorder 
accurately reported Rose 
Hill's official giving 
record with the KBC. 
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Good Men's Day 
I want to tell about the wonderful 

experience we had at Bethel Baptist 
Church in Eubank: during our obser­
vance of Baptist Men's Day. 

One of our laymen, Lloyd Hart, 
spoke in our morning worship service. 
As a result of his heart-stirring testi­
mony and challenge to our congrega­
tion, we had 23 decisions made dur­
ing our time of invitation. We had 
three who came to receive Christ as 
personal Lord and Savior, two united 
with our church for membership and 
18 others came rededicating their lives 
to a closer walk with the Lord. 

There was a stirring of God's pres­
ence in our church; Tears of joy could 
be heard throughout the auditorium. 

OPINION 
God moved in our church family. 
Excitement filled our church, and 
even. today the atmosphere is that of 
revival. • -

Praise the Lord! 
Curtis Brock • 

Eubank 

Which best? 
The news of a "con­

servative"/ fundamen­
talist group that has 
formed in Kentucky is 
an example of a concert­
ed effort to bring the 
Southern Baptist Convention contro­
versy of the 1980s to the forefront of 
Baptist relationships in this state. 

As a lifelong Southern Baptist, a 

graduate of Southern Seminary and a 
pastor in our state for the past nine 
years, I have watched with dismay 

how we have lost our 
focus of cooperation 
based on unity for evan­
gelism and missions in 
the name of Jesus Christ. 

Now, the confession 
"Jesus Christ is Lord" 
and a desire to share that 
life-transforming mes­
sage in proclamation 
and tangible service is 
replaced with doctrinal 
and political agreement. 

Each Baptist must answer the ques­
tion, "What is more important to the 
needs of. our world and our commu­
nities?" Do we need to focus on co-

Our demagnetized moral compass that it is less important to be good than 
it is to be cagey? 

By Dale Hanson Bourke 

When I was a child, I found a com­
pass in a pile of junk. I was thrilled 
with my discovery until I noticed its 
arrow bobbing around, pointing in 
various directions. 

I took it home to my father, who 
explained that the once-useful tool had 
probably come in contact with a 
strong magnet. It no longer pointed to 
true north. Instead it pointed east at 
times, then west or south. 

I couldn't help thinking about my 
. old compass as I listened to the vari­

ous commentators during the past few 
days. Whatever becomes of the alle­
gations against President Clinton, the 
last week has provided unique insight 
into our national moral compass. 

We no longer seem to recognize 
true north. Instead, we have come in 
contact with the strong magnet ofthe 
legal system and are willing to forgo 
any discussions of morality in favor 
of the prevailing legal sentiment. 

On the many news shows I have 
watched or heard, I have listened to 
countless attorneys but no clergy. I 
have heard the question· asked about 
what is illegal or impeachable, but the 
morality of any of the possible see-

narios is rarely discussed. 
Some would say the answer is ob­

vious, but it seems clear we are more 
concerned about what the nation is 
willing to forgive than what the Ten 
Commandments mandates. 

And then there is the large number 
of people who openly say that what 

The debate over right and wrong 
reached a peak in our home last year 
when my teen-age son and I spent a 
great deal of time arguing about mu­
sic, friends and movies. Sometimes I 
won and he refrained from doing 
something out of obedience to me. But 
it became clear to me that I would 

happens in one's personal 
life should not be used to 
evaluate one's ability to 
lead the country. 

COMMENTARY 
never be able to monitor 
every circumstance in his 
life. 

For any politician, there 
is a message beyond the 
current crisis- the voting 
public has a high tolerance 
for what th~ Bible calls sin, 
especially if the economy is 
strong and the country isn't 
at war. 

Politicians live by votes. 
But individuals- even 
presidents- have to live 

Finally, after much 
prayer for guidance, I came 
up with a suggestion that 
seemed at the time more 
like human foolishness than 
divine inspiration: I asked 
Chase to pray each day for 
guidance in making choic­
es and to read the Bible for 
10 minutes a day. I prom­

Dale Hanson Bourke ised that ifhe did those two 

with themselves and the moral code 
defined by their personal beliefs. Mo­
rality is not a democratic concept. 
Neither is it a legal issue. 

So how do we find true north, es­
pecially in a society that turns first to 
lawyers in a time of moral crisis? And 
how do we teach our children to be 
moral, when the obvious message is 

things, I would let him 
make his own choices. 

At first I was sure I had made a 
mistake. But over the next weeks, 
Chase began to make choices that sur­
prised me. And over time, he actually 
sold most of his old CDs and started 
to distance himself from some of his 
friends. 

A year later, I see in him a strength 

Moral values not learned from Washington . Bill-and-Monica isn't a moral Get­
tysburg holding the nation's future. 
It's the usual stuff: libido, partisan 
maneuvering, crocodile tears,journal­
ists looking for the next Woodward­
and-Bemstein opportunity, and pols 
conducting polls to make sure they're 
seated when the music stops. 

By Tom Ehrich 

It '>Vas a tough week for people 
with power. 

President Bill Clinton found him­
self under attack for an alleged affair. 
Microsoft Corp. lost a face-off with a 
federal judge over marketing tactics. 
Fidel Castro went to mass and heard 
the Cuban people cry, "Freedom!" 

Power, it seems, has its limits. It 
was a tough week for truth, as well. 

The president's carefully phrased 
denials and his critics' gleeful dispens­
ing of rumors made the Monica affair/ 
non-affair seem like rival soap operas, 
or a Leno-Letterman conspiracy to 
generate new material. Did Microsoft 
cave in because it saw the light about 
healthy competition, or because Bill 
Gates suddenly ·recognized that arro­
gant bullying is bad public relations? 
And what in the world possessed Fi­
del Castro to invite the pope and 3,000 
journalists to his island prison? 

The search for truth, it seems, isn't 
nearly as interesting"as the spin-doc~ 
toring of perceptions. Our search isn't 
for truth, but for advantage. 

As fact and fiction blended and the 

line between politics and theater 
blurred, I remembered "The Ameri­
can President," a film about a presi­
dent falling in love. 

What brought it to mind wasn't 
parallels between Michael Douglas 
and Bill Clinton, or between Annette 
Bening and Monica, but the film's bad 
guy: an opportunistic wannabe whose 
nasal moralizing· about "family val­

The morals of this nation are 
shaped much closer to home. 

We learn values from our parents. 
If they value truth, we will, too. If fa­

ues" • is obviously 
cheap and self-serving. 

Early in the Bill­
and-Monica drama, 

COMMENTARY 
ther molests daughter, 
if mother drinks away 
the food money, our 
values may be warped. 

one conservative commentator re­
ferred to the president as the "moral 
leader of the nation" and said Clinton 
was leading the nation astray. In an 
age when claiming the righteous high 
ground is effective politics, we will 
hear more of that theme. 

, ~ut let's be clear about one thing: 
The president isn't our moral leader. 
The morals of this nation aren't 
shaped in the White House, or in the 
bizarre hothol!Se of Washington D.C . . 
These are politicians, and we expect 
so little of politicians that many refuse 
to vote and we sigh in relief when 
Congress is in recess. 

We learn about love by being loved. 
We learn about justice by being treat-
ed fairly. • 

The cruel don't become cruel be­
cause they watched breathless exposes 
in Washington. The cruel are passing 
along their own personal pain. Sexual 
predators usually are acting out child­
hood experiences; the mistaken mor­
al compass is deep inside, not in the 
Oval Office. 

We learn values from our teachers. 
If they display love of learning, we 
will want to learn. If they seem bored 
or burned out, we will scheme for 
grades . 
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operative measures of evangelism and 
missions in the larger Baptist family 
(where there will be differences of 
opinion) or do we need to focus on 
stamping each church and each indi­
vidual with specific and sectarian def­
initions of faith and practice? 

With this new group's admitted 
aggressive and organized agenda, 
congregations can no longer be con­
tent to hide in the shadows. I take this 
group's pledge to be "inclusive" to 
mean there is a large segment of Bap­
tists in our state they hope to sway 
toward their agenda of repressive con­
formity. Let's hope and pray for wis­
dom and discernment for all Kentucky 
Baptists. 

Mark D. Johnson 
Midway 

of conviction that seems unusual 
among his peers. And I realize he has 
developed within him a moral guid­
ance far stronger than anything im­
posed by his parents or any other ex­
ternal force. 

In seeing his example, I have been 
reminded again that I, too, must ask 
each.day for divine guidance and in­
struction. I must be willing to let God 
show me the way. As Proverbs 3:5-6 
says, "Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own un­
derstanding; in all your ways ac­
knowledge him, and he will make 
your path straight." 

Without that regular discipline, it 
is too easy for me to survey my friends 
or calculate the risk before I make a 
decision_ When I honestly_ask God to 
guide me, I have a clarity that is often 
painful. I am sometimes struck by my 
selfish motives or my prideful at­
tempts to make myself look good. 

Whatever happens in the current 
White House crisis, we must all face 
the need for a moral compass in our 
own lives. Choosing what is right is 
rarely a question for lawyers. We will 
all save ourselves a great deal of mon­
ey and pain if we start out by asking 
God. (RNS) 

Dale Hanson Bourke is publisher of 
Religion News Service. 

We learn values from our pastors. 
We can tell when a preacher is unpre­
pared or insincere. 

We learn values from each other. 
If the norm in our workplace is to 
cheat and goof off, our own honesty 
and diligence might waver. If the way 
to get ahead is to step on people, we 
might buy heavier shoes. If our neigh­
bors are rude, we might become a rude 
neighbor. 

If this nation is in moral collapse, 
as the religious conservatives love to 
assert, it isn't because politicians are 
scoundrels, and it sure won't be re­
solved by electing right-wing zealots 
to office. 

Morals collapse because people 
close to us fall into sin, and because 
we ourselves fall into sin. It is specious 
for us to project our own failings onto 
others, or to blame politicians for lead~ 
ing-us astray. -

Americans discovered the lure of 
adultery long before they knew Pres­
idents Washington, Cleveland, Wil­
son, Harding, Roosevelt, Eisenhower, 
Kennedy and Clinton shared their 
weakness. 

Tom Ehrich is a former reporter for 
the Wall Street Journal who now is an 
Episcopal priest in Winston-Salem, N. C. 
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To tell the truth1 we all need 
to remember to tell the truth 
HESAID 

Mark Wingfield 

We were traveling together as a 
family on an airplane recently, when in 
an attempt to occupy the tin,e Alison 
tried to interest our boys in looking at 
the pictures in the airlfne magazine. 

They came to a tuil-page 
advertisement with a touched-up 
photograph of workers running around 
an office with their hindsides on fire. I 
can't remember what the clever point of 
the ad was-something about fast work 

maybe. But I'll never forget a 5-year-old's interpretation of it. 
Luke looked excitedly at Alison and declared: "Mommy, 

there's a picture of liar, liar pants on fire!" 
After containing her laughter, Alison tried to explain that it 

was just a made-up photo tor an advertisement, but Luke 
would not be convinced. And maybe that's just as well. I 
mean, what parent wouldn't mind their child having a scary 
mental image of what might happen if you tell a lie? 

OK, so maybe that's too harsh tor parenting in the '90s. 
Doesn't matter, because that mental image apparently was 
forgotten or discounted within hours. Before we touched 
ground again, both our boys had regained their full child-like 
capacity-to tell a story to their own glorification. 

Given the national events of the last two weeks, it's no 
stretch to suggest that even children may have a higher 
standard tor truth-telling than many adults. Or at least · 
children know they ought to be concerned about lying. 

And above all, they know a burning bottom when they see 
one. 

SHESAID Luke and Garrett's latest game is to 
see how tar they can go with a tall tale 
before I catch them on it. 

Right now they aren't terribly adept at 
fooling me. They usually say something 
like "Today was everybody in the 
school's birthday, Mommy." 

And when I challenge them, Garrett 
will say, "It's the truth." And Luke will 

. . . chime right in with, "We're not lying." 
Alison Wingfield Although neither of them can keep a 
straight face during all th.is, they never admit the story isn't 
true until I act like I believe them. Then they come back with, 
"Just teasing." 

Unfortunately, as they become more adept at this game, 
I'm afraid they will become better at lying as a general 
practice. 

Luke's standard reply when I challenge him on something 
he has done wrong is "I forgot." Never mind if I've told him 
the same thing 50 times and he has nodded his head in 
understand: .J each time. And never mind that he can 
remember what he wore a year ago. 

It looks like he might be heading toward a career in 
politics. Heaven help us all. 

Even as an adult and parent, the easy path is not always 
the best path. Sometimes a "little white lie" just shoots out of 
my mouth before I have time to even think about what I'm 
doing. 

Self preservation is a strong mechanism in all of us. Look 
at Adam and Eve. Adam blamed Eve for his sin, and Eve 
pointed to the serpent. Neither of them wanted to admit they 
might possibly be responsiole for their own actions. 

Maybe we all need to put back some important words in 
our everyday vocabulary. Words such as "I was wrong" and 
"Forgive me." If we do, we can reap the rewards of stronger 
relationships, stronger families and a stronger society. 

OPINION 
America's real scandal: The loss of truth 

While it may be weeks or months until we know 
the full truth about Monicagate (if we ever really will), 
it's not too early to draw a few lessons from looking 
at ourselves in the reflection of this scandal. 

For while Bill Clinton may or may not tum out to 
be guilty of the crimes and sins of which he has beeri 
accused, it is we the people who have need of deep 

agenda, it's no wonder much of the American public 
can give ready credence to the First Lady's assertion. 
that a "right-wing conspiracy" is behind the president's 
woes. Whether such a conspiracy actually is behind 
the latest charges or not, it is shameful that we've cre­
ated a culture where such a charge reasonably can be 
leveled with the church named as coconspirator. 

soul-searching already. The facts are in 
about us, and they're not afl so pleasant. EDITORIAL 

Likewise, the Christian left has been 
so caught up in reaction against the Reli­
gious Right that we may have thrown out 

the baby with the bathwater. It is awkward for the 
Christian left to suddenly agree that character i!::sues 
matter, after having been nearly silent on that count 
before. 

So as we collectively clamor to peek 
inside the White House, let the window panes become 
mirrors that reflect our own scandalous behavior for 
review. 

Perhaps the overarching flaw we should notice is 
that we the people have not created a climate where 
truth thrives. We have tolerated and glossed-over un­
truths and half-truths for such a long time that real 
truth hardly can find a place to land. We should not 
be surprised, then, when truth eludes us in our time of 
need. 

What's worse, partisans on both sides are willing 
to overlook the character flaws of anyone who will 
carry their water politically. This has been shown to 
be true of Democrats and Republicans alike, feminists 
and fundamentalists alike. 

In our overzealous litigiousness we have given le­
gal maneuvering precedence over truth-telling. Thus 
it is possible for the president's words to be guided 
entirely by what his lawyers advise rather than by what 
common sense dictates he ought to say to the people 
who elected him. 

In out demands for personal freedom, we have giv­
en selfishness precedence over truth. This is no doubt 
the source of the schizophrenic poll results now com­
ing in that show we want one thing in a leader but are 
happy with another. 

What is legal has become more important than what 
is right. And so our laws have become our master rath­
er than our servant. But we made the bed and now 
we're having to lie in it. 

This is merely a continuation of other polling trends 
that for years have found Americans saying church is 
important while not actually going to church, that com­
mitment to a marriage partner is important while not 
actually being committed to our marriage partners, that 
there's too much violence on TV while not actually 
being willing to tum off the violence. In our unquenchable quest for partisan political 

gain, we have given victory precedence over truth­
telling. Even well-meaning Christians on the left and 
the right have discounted truth for pragmatic gains 
for so long that we are found unreliable witnesses 
when a crisis like this hits. 

What we have in the current Washington scandal 
actually is a microcosm of who we are as a people. 
It's not really somebody else's problem; it is our prob­
lem. 

The Religious Right has spent so much effort vili­
fying the president with the most absurd and partisan 

The truth hurts, but creating a culture without truth 
hurts far worse. 

Is anything too hard for the Lord? 
By Floyd Price 

Then the Lord said to Abraham, "Why 
did Sarah laugh and say, 'Will I real­
ly have a child, now that I am old?' Is 
anything too hard for the Lord? I will • 
return to you at the appointed time 
next year and Sarah will have a son. " 
(Genesis 18:/3-14) 

God visited a very old 
Abraham and Sarah to 
reveal to them that Sarah 
would bear a son prom­
ised to them. Isaac would 
be a very late child, but 
he was coming just as 
God promised. Being 

· well past the childbear­
ing stage of life, Sarah 
laughed inside herself. The very 
thought of old people having a baby 
provoked doubt. Surely this was not 
possible. 

The Scripture raises the question 
"Is anything too liard for the Lord?" 
At first glance you would think this 
question comes from Sarah. But the 
question comes from neither Sarah 
nor Abraham. It is from Cod. And it's 
not a question; it is a statement. 

This statement translated from the 
Hebrew language literally says, "It is 
too miraculous for the Lord?" Is there 

anything that is within the will and 
• Wl!Y of our God that he cannot do? Is 
there anything too "heavy" or mirac~ 
ulous for him? 

A number of years ago I was plan­
ning to move to another community. 
We owned our own house. The com­
munity from which we were moving 

was no place to sell a 
house. None were sell­
ing. None. Stale market. 
I announced my resigna­
tion and intent to move 
on Sunday. The next 
night a man called me 
and said, "I want to buy 
your house." He could 
have bought any house 
in the county. He had 
just received a windfall 

of money and wanted to buy a house. 
Why mine? 

A need existed and we were trying 
to walk in the will of our Heavenly 
Father. God knew what we needed 
before we even asked. If we had been 
doing things. in our own strength we 
would have had a very difficult time. 
But God easily met the needs we had. 
What would have been too hard for 
me was not hard for God. 

Every person faces the impossible 
at some time in their living. We all 
ha_ve needs that we cannot meet with-

- Mark Wingfield 

in our own resources. Sometimes our 
needs are physical Qr financial. Some­
times we just don't have the emotion­
al resources to cope with what we 
face. There are times when even our 
religion seems to fail us and we won­
der where God is with the promises 
we have been given. In the middle of 
the crises of life we are faced with the 
impossible. We ask the question, "Can 
God?" 

In Matthew 8 we are told of a man 
who came to Jesus and said to him, 
"Lord, if you are willing you can make 
me clean." Jesus' rely? ''I am willing_! 
Be clean." The implication is akin to 
that found in this Old Testament en­
counter. "Is anything too hard for 
God?" Absolutely not, Jesus said, "I 
am willing." If we walk with mature 
faith we can discover God's willing­
ness to "grace" us. 

Mature faith is not living in a silly~ 
dreamland thinking that is a "Fairy 
Godfather" walking around with a 
wand doing magic. But real faith rec­
ognizes the fact that there is absolute­
ly nothing within the framework of 
God's will that he cannot do. Nothing 

is too hard for God. 
We just need to learn 
to trust him. 

Floyd Price is pastor 
of Scottsville Baptist 
Church in Scottsville. 
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This week's 
questions: 

■ Our 15-year-old son 
does not take proper 

care of his belongings 
and keeps losing things. 

What can we do? 

■ Is it possible to be 
happy as I get older? 

RESOURCES 
Q. Our son breaks everything he 
gets. He just does not take proper 
care of his stuff. He is 15 and has no 
watch, no radio and no bike to ride. 
He loses his things also. What can 
we do? We already have bought 
three watches and two boom box­
es. We can't afford another bicycle. 

A. Do not do anything. Do not replace 
these items for him. He seems to not 
value his possessions. Per­
haps they came too easily 
and get -replaced too ef­
fortlessly. Let him earn his 
things and he will value 
them more. 

Ifhe cannot find a part­
time job in your commu­
nity, help him find some­
one to hire him for odd 
jobs and extra help. Sug­
gest that he tend a garden, care for a 
pet or attend to a house plant. He 
needs the experience of being respon­
sible for something beyond himself. 

Also, start teaching by word and 
example. Tell him how you care for 
your things. Talk with him, remind 
him and require him to account for 
things on a regular basis. This most 
likely will upset him. Explain that he 
has a right to be frustrated, but that 
until he can care properly for his 
things, this will be your response. 

When he does begin to care for his 
belongings, be sure to praise him and 
to take note of his responsible behav­
ior. - Wade Rowatt 

Q. Is it possible to be happy as I get 
older? It seems like most of the joys 
of my life now are in the past. 

A. The caption of a cartoon in The 
New Yorker reads: "And they lived 

happily ever after-ex­
cept for the age thing." 
The cartoon calls attention 
to the seeming difficulty 
of reaching happiness in 

. old age. We may never 
live happily ever after in 
this life, but we can have 
deep inner peace and 
abiding joy through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Each life stage has its challenges 
and goals. As each of these are suc­
cessfully met, happiness can be 
achieved. 

Consider the challenges and 
growth goals as we face "the age 
thing." The goal for this stage of life 
is to balance the tension between in­
tegrity and despair. We begin to ac­
complish this goal as we reflect on our 
life history. We may have the tenden­
cy to despair over life's losses and fail­
ures. On the other hand, integrity is 

achieved as we are able to hear the 
"well done" of our master. 

We can achieve a sense of mean­
ing today by claiming successes of the 
past. What have you achieved in the 
broad sweep of your life? You may 
remember a career filled with success-· 
es. You may recall positive experienc­
es· with family and friends. Claim the 
contributions you have made in the 
past. 

You may have difficulty affirming 
your victories because they seem 
overshado_wed by losses or failures. 
Take care to avoid <ienying past fail­
ures. The goal is to embrace the fail­
ures while claiming the successes. 
Come to terms with failures or losses 
and don' t allow the negatives to over­
shadow the positives. 

As we make sense of our history, 
we begin to balance the tension be­
tween despair and integrity·. The re­
sult of this struggle is the achievement 
of wisdom. And having moved to­
ward the achievement of wisdom, we 
are able to make an even greater con­
tribution to family, friends and the 
world. 

Through Christ, we face the chal­
lenges of old age with renewed 
strength and achieve a quality of 
peace, joy and wisdom not possible 
at any other age. Indeed, the best is 
yet to be: - John Lepper 

Poll: Quarter of Baptist teens think of suicide 
Continued from page 1 
them. Likewise, almost half (44 per-. 
cent) of the youth are not bothered by 
nudity in movies. 

Seventy-six percent indicated they 
have some problems containing their 
anger. Of those, 18 percent reported 
l!aying serious temper problems. 

Twenty-nine percent of the youth 
respondents said they were "sort of' 
holding a grudge against someone in 
their youth group, and 8 percent said 

, they were definitely holding a grudge 
against a friend. . 

"Youth are not being taught ways 
to deal with anger or hostile feelings. 
They are not being encouraged to re­
late to one another and to have rela­
tionships based on Christian principles 
of love and Jesus and peace," Hall 

GD 
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said. 
"They get their impressions from 

entertainment media that say, 'Be a 
bully. Take from life what you want.' 
It doesn't seem like 'turn the other 
cheek' exists in today's culture," he 
said. 

Other topics of the 1997 survey 
included: 

I Sex. About three-fourths (74 per­
cent) said sex before marriage is 
wrong. That's a 6 percent increase 
compared to the 68 percent who an­
swered the 1994 survey. Three per­
cent of the youth said sex before mar­
riage is "OK." Eleven percent said it's 
OK only if the people love each oth­
er; another 11 percent just weren't 
sure how they felt, and 1 percent 
didn' t answer the ,question. 
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I Conflict. A slim majority (51 per­
cent) of the youth surveyed said they 
handle their problems with others by 
"sitting down and talking it through." 
When checking "all that apply," the 
youth said they also handle problems 
with other people by: ignoring them 
(26 percent); crying (14 percent); tear­
ing things up (8 percerit); clamming 
up (8 percent); and most or all of the 
above (26 percent). 

I Lying. A total of 73 percent of 
the youth said they would lie for a 
friend to keep him or her out of trou­
ble (24 percent said yes; 49 percent, 
maybe). Ten percent said they would 
not; 17 percent were undecided. 

Seventy-one percent of the youth 
surveyed said they lie to their parents, 
28 percent said they do not and 1 per­
cent didn't answer the question. Of 
those who said they lie to their par­
ents, the majority (56 percent) said 
they do so seldom, and 32 percent do 
so occasionally. 

I Peer pressure. The majority (58 
percent) reported they "sometimes go 
along with what their friends do, even 
if they know it is wrong." Another 7 · 
percent said they do this on a regular 
basis. 

Fifty percent of the youth said their 
friends do (8 percent) or sometimes 
do ( 42 perc~nt) get them into trouble, 
while 48 percent said their friends do 
not get them into trouble. Two per­
cent of those answering the survey 
said they are more likely to get their 
friends into trouble. 

I Blame. A total of 91 percent of 
the youth sa,id they make excuses 

• when they know they are wrong or 
trying to cover up a mistake. (68 per- • 
cent marked sometimes, while 23 per­
cent marked yes.) 

I Gossip. Seventy-sev~n percent 
said they do (9 percent) or they some­
times (68 percent) say bad things 
about people behind their backs. • 
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Substantiating 
your charitable 
deduction 
By Laurie Valentine 

It's that time of year again. 
Time to 
gather W-2s, 
1099s and 
all the other 
paperwork 
that will be 
needed to 
prepare your 
1997 in­
come tax re­
turns. 

As you begin the gathering 
process, make sure you have the 
documentation necessary to 
substantiate your charitable in­
come-tax deductions. 

For gifts of less than $250, 
all you need is your canceled 
check (in the case of a gift by 
check) or a receipt which de­
scribes what you gave and the 
date of your gift. 

For gifts of $250 or more, 
your canceled check is not 
enough. You must obtain a 
written acknowledgment/re­
ceipt from the charitable recip­
ient before you file your income 
tax return. The written ac­
knowledgment must contain the 
following information: (1) the 
amount of a cash contribution; 
(2) a description, but not the 
value, of a property gift; (3) a 
statement.that you did or did not 
receive any goods or services in 
return for your gift and, if you 
did receive something of more 
than "insubstantial value," the 
charity must give you a good 
faith estimate of the value of 
what you received; and (4) if 
the only benefit you received 
was an "intangible religious 
benefit" the acknowledgment 
must state that. • 

The $250 rule applies to each 
separate gift you make. If you 
give $100 each week to your 
church, your canceled checks are 
sufficient for substantiating your 
gifts, even though your total gifts 
in a year are $5,200. However, if 
you give $250 once a month, you 
must have the required acknowl­
edgment to deduct your contribu­
tions. 

For non-cash gifts worth more 
than $500, you must file IRS 
Form 8283 with your income tax 
return and keep written records 
which include the name and ad­
dress of the charity, date of your 
gift, description of the giftt:;d 
property, market value of the 
property on the date of the gift 
and the terms of any agreement 
which limits or restricts the use 
of the gifted property. 

A qualified appraisal is re­
quired if your property gift, oth­
er than gifts of cash or publicly 
traded securities, has a value of 
more than $5,000. 

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel 
for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 



LEADERSHIP 
Author: 21st century churches must empower members 
By Ken Camp 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)­
Churches will thrive in the 21st cen­
tury only if they love Jesus more than 
culture and give laypeople permission 
to minister, author Bill Easum told a 
recent conference. 

But control issues will prevent 
most churches from making the tran­
sition into the postmodern era, added 
Easum, executive director and senior 
consultant with 21st Century Strate­
gies Inc. 

"Control is the sacred cow of es­
tablished churches, and it needs to be 
ground into gourmet burgers," he said. 

Easum, author of "Dancing with 
Dinosaurs" and "Sacred Cows Make 
Gourmet Burgers," was a speaker for 
the Texas Baptist evangelism confer­
ence. 

The postmodern way of viewing 
the world is more sensual than ratio­
nal, more Hebrew than Greek, more 
chaotic than organized, more experi­
ential than cognitive and niore biolog­
ical than mechanical, he said. 

Yet most established churches are 
firmly grounded in the modem world 
view and will not be able to break rad­
ically with the past, Easurn said. 

"You can't morph a machine into 
an organic substance," Easum said. "I 
believe the hope of the future is not in 
transitioning older churches but in 

• starting new churches." 
New churches for the 21st century 

will be permission-giving networks 
which empower people to exercise 
their spiritual gifts, Easum said. 

'The body of Christ is whole only · 
when individuals a.re free to live out 
their God-given gifts without asking 
permission," Easum said. 

N"EC:::ESIT.A.JVIOS .A.JVIXGOS 
C:::B.ISTI..A.N"OS 

Would you like to know how to minister to Spanish 
speaking people? 

If so come to one of the following Migrant Worshops. 

March 14 Bowling Green 
First Baptist Church 

March 21 Paducah, 
West Union Association Building 

March 28 Somerset, 
Pulaski Association Building 

For more information call Metropolitan Missions Dept. 
(502)244-6461 or 1-888-254-5725. 

Key elements of permission-giving 
churches include empowerment, trust, 
a common mission, freedom, decen­
tralization and collaborative networks, 
he said. 

"Permission-giving churches en­
courage autonomous, on-the-spot de­
cision making by collaborative indi­
viduals and self-organizing teams," 
Easum said. "They encourage minis­
try to be delivered any time, any place, 
by anyone, no matter what." 

The only boundaries in a permis­
sion-giving church are the clear teach­
ings of Scripture and the purpose 
statement and core values of that par­
ticular church, Easurn said. He cited a 
model presented by Charles Wesley, 
an 18th century founder of the Meth­
odist Church: "In the essentials, uni­
ty. In the nonessentials, freedom. In . 
all things, love." 

Standing committees are replaced 
in permission-giving churches by 
loosely knit teams that focus on sin­
gle issues, Easum said. The clergy's 
role is to equip laity to exercise their 
spiritual gifts in daily life while the 
church creates an environment to fa-

11 US c~ies for Spring/Summer missions. Package 
includes lodging, most meals, mission assignment, 

group interaction, sightseeing. For info, costs, 
check our web page -www.yom.org or call 

Youth on Mission 800 299-0385 

cilitate ministry. Consensus about the 
church mission replaces majority rule 
or committee structure to set a 
church's direction. 

Easum identified other character­
istics of postmodern churches that will 
thrive in the 21st century. Easum pre-

• dieted the postmodern church will be: 
I Grounded in the Bible, not theol­

ogy. The point of entry for many post­
modems will be identification with the 
story of Jesus as the "inan of sorrows," 
not with theological truths about the 
nature of Christ. -

I Culturally relevant. Music and 
technology are essential parts of the 
life and language of postmodern peo­
ple. Music and technology-blended 
so thoroughly that they cannot be dis­
tinguished from each other-will be­
come essential parts of worship in 
postmodern churches. 

I Transformational. Postmodern 
people respond to "radical faith that 
makes a difference," not to logical 
presentations of doctrine. 

I Lay-led. Postmodern Christians 
reject distinctions between laity and 
clergy. They demand the freedom to 
exercise their spiritual gifts. "Clergy 
must be willing to lose control of min­
istry," Easum said. 

I Centered around community. 
The 21st century church will offer life 
in community, not activities for leisure 
time. It will place strong emphasis on 
discipling and accountability. 

Inspirationa{ 'Irave{ 1998 
Escorted by Rev. John Adkerson and other experienced hosts 
"Early Bird".Discounts • Reduced Rates •Bonuses to hosts/hostesses 

Tour #HL58: Holy Land/Petra. 1 O days; March 22 
Tour #HL59: Holy Land/Jordan/Petra/London. 13 days (Deluxe) 

(optional extension to Egypt and London); June 14 
Tour #CH12: Christian Heritage: London, Paris, Austria, 
Switzerland & Germany (Rhine cruise). 12 days; July 27 

Tour #HL60: Holidays in the Holy Land. 1 O days 
(optional extension to Egypt); Dec. 26 

Pastors: Call for TOUR HOST information • 
Contact: John Adkerson, PO Box 451174, Atlanta, GA 

31145 • Phone: (770) 414-1950 or (800) 516-3318 

. John Adkerson · 
Hosted over 100tours to 
67 countries worldwide 
You can't beat Experience! 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
FOR SALE: Lester grand piano. 

Good, rebuilt, 5'6". $2,995. (502) 
684-6700. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister to 
youth. Richland Baptist Church. Send 
resume to: Search Committee, 6685 
Georgetown Road, Owenton, KY 
40359. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music for growing church; seminary 
degree preferred. Please send resume 
to: Marvin Alsip, 2014th St., Corbin, 
KY 40701. 

SEEKING: Administrative secre­
tary. The right person will make this 
position a ministry. Parr's Rest, a per­
sonal care home for elderly ladies in 
Louisville, is seeking a person with 
outstanding word processing and tele­
phone skills with experience in desk­
top publishing. Excellent skills in 
grammar, spelling and proof-reading 
are a must. This busy position pro­
vides vital support to the administra­
tor and management team. Resumes 
may be faxed to (502) 459-5455, or 
you may call (502) 451-5440 to ob­
tain an application. 

SEEKING: Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church of Campbellsville, Ky., is 
currently receiving resµmes for the 
full-time position of minister of 

_youth, children and music. All inter-
ested may send their resumes to: 
Minister of Youth/Music Search 
Committee, Pleasant Hill Baptist 
Church, 6380 Old Lebanon Road, 
Campbellsville, KY 42718. Re­
sumes will be accepted until Feb. 28, 
1998. 

SEEKING: Pastor. Loving, giv­
ing SBC church in Southeast Mis­
souri. Membership 1,500; Sunday 

. school 600. Send resume to: Bob 
Crane, 5836 Quail Meadows Road, 
Poplar Bluff, MO 63901. (573) 785-
3935. • 

SEEKING~ Applicants for the 
following part-time ministerial staff 
positions: minister of music; minis­
ter of education; minister to youth. 
Submit -resume to: Personnel Com­
mittee, Lyndon Baptist Church, 
8025 New LaGrange Road, Louis­
ville, KY 40222. No phone calls 
please. 

FOR SALE: Hammond console -
organ (Model 101) in good condition. 
Asking $800. Call Susan Wwllen, 
(606) 478-5042 (h), or (606) 478-
2223 (w), or Betsy Layne, Calvary 
Baptist Church, (606) 478-5369. 

WANTED: A used 1990-1993 
model 15-passenger van. New Hope 
Baptist Church, Franklin, Ky., (502) 
539-6423. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for a growing music ministry 
• in a suburban Louisville church. Send 
resume to: Personnel Committee, 
Midlane Park Baptist Church, 6500 
Six Mile Lane, Louisville, KY 40218. 

SEEKING: Preschool teachers . 
Fem Creek Baptist Child Develop­
ment Center is currently looking for 
preschool and parents' day out teach­
ers for the 1997-98 schoolyear. Hours 
are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30 p:m. for 
preschool and TI, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 
for parents' day out. We offer com­
petitive wages, a friendly environment 
and other benefits. Please contact 
Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Barnes at 
(502) 239-0316. 

TOURS: Salt L1;1ke convention 
packages. Great hotel choices. Low 
group or discount airfares. Bus tours: 
Y ellowstone/Jacksori Hole or Grand 
Canyon: $329. Discount car rental 
rates. Christian Travelers, (800) 972-
8952-

SEEKING: Accepting resumes 
for full-time minister of youth and 
children. Mail resume to: Southern 
Heights Baptist Church, 3408 Clays 
Mill Road, Lexington, KY 40503, 
Attn: Youth Pastor Search Ministry 

.Team. 
SEEKING: Part-time associate 

pastor of worship. Send resume to: 
Pastor Virgle R. Grant, Eastside Be­
thel Baptist Church, 1675 East Main 
St., Richmond, KY 40475, Fax to: 
(606) 624-9646. E-mail: Eastside 
Bethel@CompuServe.com. 

SEEKING: The Pastor Search 
Committee of First Baptist Church of 
Frankfort is accepting resumes at this 
time. Mail to: Pastor Search Commit­
tee, First Baptist Church, 201 St. Clair 
St. , P.O. Box 5008, Frankfort, KY 
40602. 

"I believe the hope 
of the future is not 
in transitioning 
older churches but 
in starting new 
churches." 
Bill Easum, author of 
"Sacred Cows Make 
Gourmet Burgers" 
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"I didn't have the 
faith, and Emily 

sai-d, 'That's OK, 
Mommy, I know 
. she's going to 

accept Jesus."' 
Ronda Mackey 

7-year-old taught 'Roe' about God's unconditional love 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

FRANKFORT- Every time Ron­
da Mackey saw Norma Mccorvey, 
she saw the reason she nearly aborted 
her baby. 

As a worker for the anti-abortion 
group Operation Rescue in Dallas, 
Mackey had several occasions each 
week to see McCorvey, better kriown 
as "Jane Roe" of Roe vs. Wade, the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision legaliz­
ing most abortions. 

Through coincidence or God's 
sense of humor, Operation Rescue 
moved next door to the office occu­
pied by an abortion clinic where Mc­
corvey worked. , 

But through the unconditional love 
of Mackey's 7-year-old daughter, 
Mccorvey learned of God's uncon­
ditional love, leading to a change of 
heart few dared believe possible. 

And the two women have devel-

UNLIKELY FRIENDS Norma Mccorvey (right) and Ronda Mackey work together with 
Roe No More Ministry. Mccorvey said that on Jan. 22, the 25th anniversary of the U.S. 
Supreme Court's Roe vs. Wade decision, she gave 30 interviews. The two women hope 
the ministry eventually expands to include a crisis pregnancy center. 

oped a friendship that initially was as 'Weah, but they're OR (Operation side/' she admitted. 
unlikely as their first encounters were Rescue) kids." Mackey would recall eight years 
nerve-racking. This time McCorvey turned her earlier, when as a 20-year-old engaged 

As abortion's poster child, McCor- • fire storm toward one of her own, tell- woman she got pregnant. The father's 
vey thought nothing of storming into ing the escort to get off the property family encouraged her to get an abor­
Operation Rescue' s office and cuss- and threatening to call the police. tion, • and she almost conceded. Only 
ing out staff for incidents as minor as She marched into Operation Res- • the looks in the faces of her friends 

• hammering a nail into the wall sepa- cue's office "like she owned he who'd already had abortions con­
rating the offices. Even today, McCor- place," Mackey recalled, and apolo- vinced her not to go through with it. 
vey doesn't resent what her harshest gized for the escort's behavior. She "It wasn't like they came back and · 
critics said or did. '-'I treated them a told 7-year-old Emily that all grown- they were happy and they went on 
lot worse than they treated me." ups aren't mean and that she'd never with their life. There was something 
Sometimes it took clinic workers to • let somebody hurt little children. missing," she said. 
pull McCorvey away from Operation "Then why are you letting them The object of her daughter's hugs 
Rescue volunteers, Mackey recalled. kill the little babies inside," Emily re- was the person she saw as responsi-

Then one day McCorvey noticed plied. • - ble for her friends' pain and her near-
an act of mischief that required an Eve_ryone.braced for the ensuing ly not having Emily. "Ilooked at Nor-
apology. Mackey's two daughters of- tirade, but McCorvey turned around • ma and blamed her_." 
ten played on the sidewalk that and left. Mackey figured that was the Despite those feelings, Mackey 
stretched in front of both Operation end of any pleasantries for a long time. determined not to • let them interfere 
Rescue and the abortion clinic. The The next morning, however, as· with her daughter's willingness to 
clinic used an escort to help get cli- Mackey and her daughters were walk- love someone many considered un­
ents through the gauntlet of protesters ing up to the office, Emily ran to Mc- lovable. 
urging women not to have abortions.· . Corvey, who was sitting on the out- "I knew there was a special friend-
• McCorvey saw that the escort was -side bench, and gave her a hug. ship building there, not knowing what 

slumped down on the park bench out- Both adults were taken aback by was going to come of it," she. said. 
side the office with her leg stretched this, but that hug was the start of what "Emily loved Miss Norma in a way 
toward the girls running back and became Emily's almost daily routine • that I don't think anyone else did." 
forth. Mccorvey · went outside and of finding some way to befriend Mc- It was througli that unusual friend-
asked what she was doing. Corvey. ship that Emily started inviting Mc-

"I'm trying to trip those girls." But every time Emily ran up to Corvey to church and praying that 
"But they're children," McCorvey . "Miss Norma" was a gut-wrenching McCorvey would become a Christian. 

protested. event for Mackey. "It killed me -in- "I thought, 'There' s no way,"' 

Mackey recalled. She even felt com­
pelled to explain that although God 
answers prayers, people still make 
choices. "I didn' t have the faith, and 
Emily said, 'That's OK, Mommy, I 
know she's going to accept Jesus."' 

Eventually, Mccorvey accepted an 
invitation to attend church, and it took 
just one sermon for her to walk the 
aisle, with Mackey' s help, to accept 
Jesus -as her personal Savior. 

"I don't know who was more 
scared, me or her," Mackey said. 

Today McCorvey marvels at the 
miracle of God's limitless, unmerited 
love. "It's just fascinating. You never 
can get enough of it," she said. She 
has written a book, "Won by Love," 
chronicling her story. 

Mackey marvels at the irony. "It's 
God. God used a child that was almost 
aborted to bring the woman who start­
ed this issue in the first place." 

Initial .news of McCorvey's con­
version was tempered by reports that 
she still supported first trimester abor­
tions and intended to remain in a les­
bian relationship. But she's since re­
nounced both views, and her only re­
maining vice is cigarettes, Mackey 
said. 

"It's not going to be wham and 
everything's perfect," Mackey said in 
her defense. "It's just amazing to see 
the progress in two and a half years. 
You can tell God's changed her and 
given her this glow . ... She never 
smiled before she became a Chris­
tian." 

Their story proves no one is be­
yond the reach of God's love, she add­
ed. 

"Look at people in the way a child 
would look at them," she said. "I don't 
care what their sin, what their lifestyle 
is. There's hope for everyone." . 

And loving a non-Christian doesn't 
require compromising one' s beliefs, 
she added. 

"Just because you love someone, 
you don't have to agree with what 
they do," Mackey added. "We never 
told Norma that 'Oh, what you're do­
ing is OK. ' We always said it's a sin. 
Even Emily told her it's a sin, but yet 
we loved her. It's a hard line to walk 
there but it can be do.ne through the 
grace of God." 

Hundreds attend 'Rally for Life' to back laws limiting abortion 
Continued from page 1 

Last week she introduced herself 
to the audience with, '_'My naine is 
Norma McCorvey, and I'm one of 
God's ongoing construction projects." 

It was while still working for an 
abortion clinic that she encountered 
Christian love, she said. "Because of 
this love and though his (God's) love, 
I now know the truth." 

"Never give up," she added. '.'If my 
standing here isn't a miracle, then_ I 
don't know what is .. .. I was won by 
love, and ram Roe no more." 

Mccorvey was one of several anti­
abortion spe~ers and legislators who 
braved cool temperatures for the hour 
and a half rally Jan. 27. The crowd of 
several hundred was·among the larg­
est to gather for the annual event, said 
Margie Montgomery, executive direc­
tor for Kentucky Right to Life. 

At least two Baptists were among 

those speaking at the rally. 
Rick R,;eder, associate pastor of 

Northside Baptist Church in Mayfield 
and author of a booklet about "partial­
birth" abortions, gave the invocation. 
''Though we don't deserve it, we pray 
your mercy upon this nation," he said 
in the prayer. 

Hershael York, professor of 
preaching at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville, told 
the audience public opinion is shift­
ing away from support for abortion. 
"Life is sacred. There is a creator. He 
made it. He's entrusted it to us." 

In a nation that spends billions on 
children, York said, "Where else can 
we put the focus but on the baby?" 

Kentucky Right to Life President 
Frank Schwendeman of Lexington 
called abortion the greatest issue to 
face family and nation. 

"Everything hinges upon how we 

resolve this," he said. 
Roman Catholic Priest Richard 

Merideth of St. Joseph Parish in Bowl­
ing Green said abortion opponents 
must dedicate themselves to four 
tasks: 

I Education to counter the ideolo­
gy of those supporting abortion. 

I Political responsibility to keep the 
issue in the civic forum. 

I Christian social service to dedi­
cate church resources toward minis­
tries targeting the causes and results 
of unplanned pregnancies. 

I Asking the Holy Spirit to accom­
plish conversions. 

''There will never be a time when 
we will be able to declare victory and 
retire from the field," he said. 

Kentucky Right to Life currently 
supports four issues being considered 
by the state General Assembly: 

I Senate Bill 121 would ban "par-

tial-birth" abortions. It is in the Sen­
ate Judiciary Committee. 

I Senate Bill 29 and House Bill 85 
would require abortion clinics to in­
form clients 24 hours before an abor­
tions is performed about the procedure 
and any health risks. Both are in their 
respective Judiciary Committees. 

I House Bill 70 would require li­
censing requirements for abortion fa­
.cilities. It is in the House Health and 
Welfare Committee . • 

I House Bil.l 292 would include 
"unborn child" in the definition of 
person in homicide laws. House Bill 
293 would include "unborn child" in 
the definition of person in wrongful 

• death lawsuits. Both are in the House 
Judiciary Committee. • • 

Montgomery encouraged abortion 
opponents to communicate with their 
legislators "respectfully but forceful­
ly" about those issues. 
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Supreme Court d~clines to 
hear church's zoning case 
Larry Chesser 
Baptist Joint Committee 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- The 
U.S. Supreme Court has refused to 
hear arguments that a California 
church's First Amendment rights are 
violated by a local ordinance requir­
ing voter approval to rezone land on 
which it wants to build a new church 
and school. 

A California appeals court previ­
ously rejected arguments that requir­
ing voter approval for the rezoning 
would subject the church to a "pop­
ularity contest." 

The 25 acres owned by First As­
sembly of God are outside the city 
limits of Ventura but within its plan­
ning area. The land is designated for 
agricultural purposes in the city's 
plan . 

An ordinance approved by vot­
ers in 1995 bars rezoning of agricul­
tural and open space lands until Dec. 
31, 2030, unless the land is shown 
to be unsuitable for agriculture or 

the rezoning proposal is approved 
by city voters. 

The ordinance was challenged by 
an association of residents and prop­
erty owners in Ventura County. Two 
lower courts rejected the complaints 
before the nation's high court turned 
the case away Jan. 20. 

The ordinance "calls for nothing 
other than a vote on a land-use des­
ignation," the state appeals court 
said. "It does not call for a vote on 
anyone's religious beliefs. It does 
not infringe in any respect on the 
free exercise of the church's reli­
gion." 

The appeals court also dismissed 
arguments that the ordinance would 
jeopardize the church's tax-exempt 
status by forcing it to devote a "sub­
stantial" part of its activities in seek­
ing voter approval for rezoning. The 
Internal Revenue Code bars certain 
nonprofit groups from devoting 
more than an insubstantial portion 
of their resources to influencing leg­
islation. 

l I 

Appeal by 700 Club no help for pickax murde;ess 
AUSTIN, Texas (RNS)-Texas' highest 

criminal court rejected a request to spare the life 
of pickax killer Karla Faye Tucker, who is 
scheduled to be executed Feb. 3. 

Tucker had argued that the state's clemency 
process is unconstitutional, but the Court of 
Criminal Appeals turned aside her argument, 
Associated Press reported. 

Tucker, 38, also has asked the Board of 
Pardons and Paroles to alter her sentence to life 
in prison. The board can forward a 
recommendation to Texas Gov. George W. Bush 
or deny her request. • 

Tucker, who is scheduled to die by lethal 
injection, was convicted and sentenced to death 
in 1964 for her role in two brutal killings in 
Houston in 1983. Texas has not executed a 
woman since 1863. 

Christian leaders ranging from mainline 
Protestant officials to Catholic bishops fo religious 
broadcaster Pat Robertson have issued pleas to 
halt the scheduled execution. 

In an interview on "The 700 Club" that aired 
Jan. 27, Tucker told co-host Terry Meeuwsen that 
she was not afraid to die. 

"I know where I'm going,"_ she ,said. "I know 

that Jesus has already gone to prepare a place for 
me. I know that if I have to go February 3rd, that 
he's going to come and he's going to escort me 
personally." 

CBN has announc·ed that Tucker has requested 
that "The 700 Club" broadcast her last interview 
from her Texas cell. The interview was to be aired 
Feb. 3, from 9.a.m. to 10 a.m. EST. 

Robertson has long commented on Tucker's 
case. 

"I understand that there is, within the ranks of 
Christianity as well as among other people of faith 
and people of good will, a wide disagreement 
about capital punishment," he wrote in a 
December op-ed piece in the Plano (Texas) Star 
Courier. "However, this case cro.sses the gulf 
between the camps. There are times when justice • 
must be trumped by mercy. This is one." 

American Atheists President Ellen Johnson 
has accused Robertson of being hypocritical. 

"Robertson has been a big supporter of the 
death penalty, but now he wants a 'Christian' 
exemption," Johnson said. "And what if Karla 
Tucker were an atheist, Jew or Muslim? And what 
if this involved Karl Tucker rather than Karla 
Tucker?" 

KENTUCKY BAPTIST EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 
SEVERNS VALLEY BAPTIST CHURCH 

William Sheats, Pastor 
Hopewell Baptist Church 

Nor,cross, GA 
With more than 10,000 members 

j 

Lincoln Bingham, Pastor 
St. Paul Ms. Baptist Church 

Louisville, KY 
Preaching: 

"The Desi~e of My Heart" 

401 West Poplar Street 
Elizabethtown, KY 

Monday-Tuesday, February 23-24, 1998 

Charles Roesel, Pastor 
First Baptist Church 

Leesburg, FL 
With more than 4,000 baptisms 

"Meeting Needs, Sharing Christ" 

John Polhill 
New Testament Professor 

SBTS, Louisville, KY 
Teaching: 

"My Favorite Scripture" 

Bill Mackey 
Executive Secretary/ 

Treasurer 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Louisville, KY 

. · .. }·, 

;~,· c;~.,~ 
f· 

,i .... ·,/,'/Y" 

,.,,: 
Chris Cooper 

Director, Mapping Center 
for Evangelism, Lenexa, KS 

Telling_ about custom built CD's • 
with the most current data 

Jerry Pipes 
Director, Family Evangelism 

North American Mission Board 
Alpharetta, GA 

.~,, 

• Lois Jane Huddleston 
Soloist 

Gallatin, TN 

"':~f 

Childcare available for pre-school age during conference sessions 
To make reservations call Day Care Director at 502/737-4151 

Limited space first come .. : first served • 
Reservation deadline: Thursday, February 19, 1998 

Richard A. Farmer 
Preacher/Musician 

Duncanville, TX 

• -·!1-~1 

Julie Eaton 
Soloi1t/Pa1tor'1 Wife 
Lawrenceburg, KY 
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NATION 
No loopholes for adultery, say Bible scholars, ethicists 

"Sometimes a 
relationship that 

does involve sex is 
not as threatening 

to a marriage as 
one that doesn't." 

Mary Stedham, a 
marriage and family 

therapist affiliated with 
First Baptist Church in 

Abilene, Texas 

By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-President Clin­
ton's recent morals morass has put a 
new spin on the 7th Commandment: 
"You shall not commit adultery." 

A former White House intern 
claims she had an affair with the pres~ 

. ident. Clinton denies it. In an attempt 
to reconcile conflicting accounts, 
some have turned to semantics. 

Webster's Dictionary defines 
"adultery" as "voluntary sexual inter­
course" between a married person and · 
someone who is not his or her spouse. 
Some have suggested that sexual acts 
other than intercourse between con­
senting adults, strictly speaking, are 
not adulterous. 

But those seeking such a loophole 
will not find it in the Bible, according 
to ethicists, counselors and Bible 
scholars interviewed by Associated 
Baptist Press. 

The Bible defines adultery as any 
"sexual relationship outside the 
bound~ies of marriage," reported 
Gerald Keown, professor of Old Tes­
tament interpretation at Gardner­
Webb University's School of Divini­
ty in Boiling Springs, N.C. 

Furthermore, the Bible does not 
make distinctions regarding various 
types of sexual acts, Keown said. The 
Bible does not mention the kind of 
sexual activity Monica Lewinsky 
claims she had with the president. 

"The Bible never addresses that 
issue whatsoever," Keown noted . 

The attempt to navigate around a 
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rigid definition of adultery is symp­
tomatic of culture at-large, observed 
Phil Strickland, director of the Texas 
Baptist Christian Life Commission. 

''We go to great efforts to define 
the heart out of the Christian under­
standing of adultery," Strickland said. 
"Our culture has narrowed this to a 
point where much inappropriate sex­
ual interaction is approved and is 
thought to not have serious conse­
quences." 

And the recent focus on specific 
varieties of sexual activity misses the 
point of adultery entirely, two mar­
riage and family counselors agreed. 

"The issue is the violation of the 
marital agreement, and that's violat­
ed regardless of what you do" sexual­
ly, stressed Rebecca Land, a marriage 

and family therapist in private prac­
tice in Nashville. 

"I've had people say, 'We just 
kissed,' but that's a violation of the 
commandment," Land said. "I've 
worked with people who have had 
affairs of the heart-strong feelings­
and that can wreck a marriage. We're 
talking about an emotional commit­
ment to someone besides your spouse, 
and an affair of the heart breaks that 
commitment." 

"Sometimes a relationship that 
does involve sex is not as threatening 
to a marriage as one that doesn' t," 
added Mary Stedham, a marriage and 
family therapist affiliated with First 
Baptist Church in Abilene, Texas. 

"When you get hung up on the let­
ter of the law and look past the spirit 

of the law-to respect your marriage, 
your marriage partner and yourself­
anything or any behavior that puts that 
in a disrespectful light" threatens the 
marriage, she said. 

Land counsels people almos( ev­
ery day who are involved in adulter­
ous relationships but who do not or 
will not see how inconsistent that is 
with their Christian faith, she said. 

"The heart is deceitfully wicked," 
she explained. "We have the ability 
to deceive ourselves, because we 
don't want to think we're not nice." 

People come into her office and 
talk in one moment about their Bible 
study groups or church involvement 
and in the next describe their sexual 
affairs, Land said. 

Adultery didn't make a list of 
things God is against just because God 
is arbitrary or doesn't want people to 
have fun, said Robert Parham, direc­
tor of the Baptist Center for Ethics in 
Nashville. 

Adultery is "distorted sexuality," 
Parham said. "It's distorted because 
it's dangerous and becomes destruc­
tive. It breaks the trust that has been 
established between two individuals." 

Despite the trauma of the current 
national discussion of adultery, per­
haps the situation can be redemptive, 
Stedham said. 

"The key is this: Will· people 
change their behavior in any way as a 
result of the attention this has re­
ceived?" she said. "God can bring 
good out of anything. Maybe he'll 
even squeeze some good out of this 
mess." 

-Look at These Wonderful 
~tir~~~~t Pl~~s:IJ~ -~~~ 

- -./ , I . .•······ \ ' J 

: .. -~ nal · 
~-- . ~ \ \.,.) 

I \ ~\ • - -~ 

You don't have to go to a financial planner to determine which plan is best 
for you. You just have to come to Oxmoor Lodge. We'll not only show you 
what our apartments offer you, we'll also tell you about the nice things that 
_come.with them. You'll get: • Three home-cooked meals a day • Paid utilities 
• Housekeeping & linen service • Local transportation • Resident Managers 
• Planned activities. • 

What you won't get at Oxmoor Lodge are the problems of having to sign a 
• lease or pay a buy-in fee. Our supply of rental apartments is limited. So cancel 
your plans for today, and hurry over to see ours; 

0 ~~!!,~.1!!m1 g e 
8021 Christian Court• Louisville, Kentucky 40222 

(502) 425.;2402 
Holiday Retirement Corp. - Serving Seniors Since 1971 ,IM!!f!!f-
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2nd Annual 
Community 
Hymn Sing 
Tuesday, Febtuary 1 0, 7 :30 p.m. 

Alumni Chapel 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
For more information call (502) 897-4115 

Beeson D1vin1ty Sch?ql presenq 

THE WILLIAM E _. CONGER, JR ., 

LECTURES ON 
BIB. LI CAL PRE .ACHING 

CONGER 

Lecture Series 

February 24-26 
at 11 :00 a.m. 
in the Beeson 
Divinity Chapel 

Discussion luncheo n 
(1·esrrvations necessary) 
irnmed iatcly follow"ing 
Wednesday's lecture 
(Febrnmy 25, 1998) 
in the Student Commons • 

at Divinity Hall. 

This po,·trnyal of Paul 
pn:ad1ing lo lrnrned Grcehs 
on Mars Hill /Jy a,·ust 
Petru Botcwlu is one of 
many n,urnls in the 
Beeson Divinity Chapel. 

John Piper will present 
the 1998 William E. 
Conger,Jr., Lecture on 
Biblical Preaching at 
Beeson.Divinity School. 
Piper, senior pastor at 

• Joh11 Pipa Bethlehem Baptist 
Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota, is 
an accomplished preacher, author, and 
teacher. 

The mission ofBeeson Divinity 
School is to prepare pastors who can 
preach the Gospel to the world. The 
William E. Conger, Jr., Lectures on 
Biblical Preaching are ·presented to 
enlighten the preacher's skill, but above 
all, to stir the preacher's soul. 

• For more information on lhe 
Conger Lectures on Biblical Preaching or 

. Beeson Divi_nity_School, please call 
Gregg Morrison at 1-800-888-8266. 

SAMFORD UNIVERSITY 

BIRMINGH.AM, ALAHAMA 3522-9-2252-

1-800-888-8266 

Beeson is affi li:ucdwith the National A'>sociation of Evangelicals and 
is ;iccrcditcd hy The Assod;ition of Theological Schools in the United States 

and Canada. Samford University is an Equal Opportunity Institution and 
wckomcs applic.uionsJor employml'lll and educational programs from all 

individuals regardless of race, color, sex, disability, or national or ethni~ origin. 

NATION 

20' to 37' Buses by Champion 
• Motor Coach, Inc. 

CHURCH BUSES 
(Ask about our rental bus program) 

·• 12 to 43 adult capacity 
• Used buses for sale-We buy used buses 

• Guaranteed buy-back program 

• CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC-. 
328 Southgate Court 

~ 
~ 
~ -~ 

~ -

Brentwood, TN 37027 

(800) 370-6180 
(615) _376-2287 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Crusader: 15-passenger (No CDL license required) 
( 13 with rear storage compartment) 
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Carlee Ballard Cornett 
By Robert Dunston 

During our Founders Day con­
vocation Jan. 19, Rick Fleenor, di-. 
rector of alumni affairs, presented 
the Alumni A ward on behalf of 
Cumberland College's many alum­
ni. The award recognizes a student 
for his or her outstanding efforts in 

• the areas of student recruitment and 

and has been named a Hutton 
Scholar for her outstanding work. 

Cornett's vocal talents have 
found expression in both Cumber­
land College's chorale and Cum­
berland Singers. Her skills as a pia­
nist have been used as she accom­
panied the wQmen's chorus and • 
vocal majors. . 

Christian missions is another of 
alumni services. The re­
cipient of the award re­
ceives a plaque to com­
memorate the special 
honor and a monetary 
gift from the alumni 
board of directors. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Cornett' s loves and gifts. 
She has served in the 
Baptist Student Union as 
secretary and missions 
coordinator. During the 
summer of 1995, Cornett 
was a member of the Son 
Praise missions team in 
Kentucky. The following 
summer she spent seven 
weeks in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, working as part 
of the Kentucky-Russia 

This year's recipient 
was Carlee Ballard Cor­
nett, the wife of Wes Cor­
nett, of Williamsburg. 
Cornett is the daughter of 
Jeff and Dale Marie Frey, 
and Jimmy and Jackie Ballard. This 
semester Cornett is involved in stu­
dent teaching which will complete 
her degree in elementary education 
with an endorse)Jlent in music. 

Cornett has been a vital part of 
many campus activities. She has 
served as a resident assistant in the 
,dormitories and as a mentor for 
children in Cumberland College's 
mentoring program sponsored by 
the Knight Foundation. Cornett has 
far exceeded the college's commu­
nity service requirement for gradu­
ation. She has provided more than 
1,000 hours of community service 
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partnership. 
After volunt'1ering many hours 

• in our admissions office, Cornett 
spent the fall 1997 semester as an 
admissions and alumni · associate 
traveling to tell high school students 
about Cumberland College and 
counseling students through the 
application process. 

Cornett has added so much to the 
atmosphere of missions and service 
at Cumberland College. 

Robert Dunston is chainnan of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

We're all up for adoption 
Recently, in an effort to get folks 

here at KBHC to call me Bill in­
stead of Dr. Smithwick, I sent out 
an e-mail that described that title as 
"the curl in the pig's tail"; it looks 
good in front of your name but 

• alone really means very little. How­
ever, I have two titles that say a lot 
about me, I think; they are father 
and son. 

'Abba! Father!"' The reverence 
conveyed in that verse reminds me 
of the privilege of being an earthly 
father as well as a child of God. It 
makes the reality of abortion all the 
more sorrowful. 

I want to offer you a challenge. 
Come on board with us at Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children and live 
the Sanctity of Life Sunday mes­

One of the greatest 
thrills of my life is to be 
called dad. I was present 
for the birth of all three 
of my wonderful chil­
dten. The miracle of birth 
is equaled only by the 
love I receive from each 
of my kids. For them to 
call me dad is worth more 
to me than anything else 
in life. -

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

To have a father and 
mother who love me is 
another staple that makes Bill Smithwick 
life so fulfilling. For me 

sage. We have a pregnan­
cy counseling and adop­
tion service that we use to 
compassionately help 
birth parents facing un­
planned pregnancies. 
And we actively. are pro­
moting the need for 
adoptive parents for chil­
dren with special 
needs- medically fragile 
children, older children, 
children with emotional 
problems stemming from 
abuse and others. We 
also have a great need for 

the title of son is special because my 
parents adopted me as an infant. I 
feel I was especially blessed with 
the parents who "chose" me. 

During the recent observance of 
Sanctity of Life Sunday, I'm sure 
many believers reflected on our sta-
tus as adopted sons and daughters 
of God. The New American Stan­
dard translation of the Bible even 
uses that term in Romans 8: 15: 
"You have received a spirit of adop­
tion as sons by which we cry out, 

Christian families to provide foster 
homes. 

If you're interested in learning 
more about any of these programs 
for life, give us a call. 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist lfomes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's lnternet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

.-



■ Algeria inquiry requested. An in­
terlaith coalition of religious orga­
nizations is calling on the U.S. gov­
ernment to take an active role in 
helping stop massacres that have left 
more than 75,000 people dead in 
Algeria during the past six years as 
Islamic fundamentalists try to gain 
control of the North African nation. 
Signers of the letter of request in­
clude the U.S. Catholic Conference, 
the National Council of Churches, 
the General Board of Church and 
Society of the United Methodist 
Church, the Seventh-day Adventist 
Ch1,1rch, the International Religious 
Liberty Association, the Presbyteri­
an Church (USA) and Church of the 
Brethren. 

■ Archbishop urges debt relief. 
Archbishop of Canterbury George 
Carey, spiritual head of the world­
wide Anglican Communion, called 
for using the coming millennium 
observances to "remove the chains 
of indebtedness" that continue to 
"enslave" Africa. His speech put the 
archbishop in a growing camp of 
religious leaders and others urging 
that the year 2000 be marked as a 
"jubilee" year, a reference to the Old 
Testament vision that every 50 years 
debts were forgiven, mortgaged land 
returned and slaves freed. 

■ More aid planned for North Ko­
rea. Church World Service, the re­
lief and humanitarian arm of the 
National Council of Churches, has 

announced it plans to send $500,000 
in new aid to North Korea to help 
people survive the next crucial 
"crunch" in March or April, when 
basic food supplies will again begin 
to run out. 

■ How now, red cow? A "holy cow" 
may not be so sacred after all. Last 
May, a red heifer named Melody 
was born at an Orthodox Jewish vil­
lage in northern Israel. She attracted 
a lot of attention because of the an­
cient Jewish belief that only individ­
uals purified with the ashes of a red 
heifer could enter the biblical Jerus­
alem Temple. Some ultra-Orthodox 
Jews said her birth was a harbinger 
the Temple would be rebuilt and the 
Jewish Messiah would soon be born. 
But it turns out Melody is not so pure 
after all. The animal's caretaker said 
the cow has spotted white hairs on 
its tail. 

■ Pilgrims use access for plunge. 
Thousands of Christian pilgrims 
marked Epiphany and the feast 
commemorating the baptism of 
Jesus by being dunked in the Jor­
dan River at the spot where tradi­
tion says John the Baptist baptized 
Jesus. The baptism site, in the 
shadow of an abandoned 13th-cen­
tury monastery just south of the 
biblical town of Jericho, is open to 
pilgrims only three times each 
year. Besides the Epiphany open­
ing, pilgrims are granted access at 
the end of October and at Easter. 

College-related churches needed 
Church-related colleges need 

college-related churches. 
Kentucky Baptists' three liberal 

arts colleges, Campbellsville, Cum­
berland and Georgetown, are essen­
tial to the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention's future and to the Com­
monwealth of Kentucky's future. 
From these institutions will come 
tomorrow's citizens- the people 

These three family members are 
being faithful to their commission 
to serve the fut4re generations of 
Kentucky Baptist churches. Now is 
the time for our 2,374 churches to 
be faithful to these three institutions 
to assure the future of Christian 
higher education in Kentucky and 
the future of Christ's mission in our 
state and world. Partnership 2000 

who govern our state and 
towns, doctor our sick, 
guide, nurture and teach 

• our children. 
These three Christian 

education institutions 
have been commissioned 
by Kentucky Baptists to 
provide our young peo­
ple an advanced educa­
tion and to prepare them 
for leadership in our 
churches and communi­

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

offers a way for every 
Kentucky Baptist, re­
gardless of his or her fi­
nancial station in life, and 
every Kentucky Baptist 
church, regardless of its 
size or circumstance, to 
invest in this future- a 
future which is in our 
hands, and our hands 
only under the lordship 
cif Christ. 

ties. Each is fulfilling this Barry Allen 
commission in marvel-
ous ways, not only providing stu­
dents with a quality education so 
they can make a living in this world, 
but also equipping them in the ways 
of faith so they will be able better 
to live their faith in this world 
through their vocations. Each de­
serves the sacrifice we parents and 
our churches may be called upon to 
make (a) in sending our students to 
Campbellsville, Cumberland and 
Georgetown and (b) by investing in 
the future of Kentucky Baptist 
Christian higher education. 

It is essential you con­
. tact one of these Partner-
ship 2000 leaders to dis­

cover how you and your church can 
become special partners. Scholar­
ship certificates for your young peo­
ple will be available in $1,000 in­
crements to churches who become 
special partners. Call Marc Whitt at 
Campbellsville (800) 264-6014; 
Rick Fleenor at Cumberland (606) 
549-2200; pr Steve Cook at Geor­
getown (502) 863-8000. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 

I I I 

■ Europeans ban human cloning. 
Officials from 19 European nations 
Jan. 12 signed an agreement banning 
·human cloning. The ban was 
prompted in part by an announce­
ment by independent scientist Rich­
ard Seed that he was ready to set up 
a clinic to clone human babies, Reu­
ters reported. 

■ Vatican, PLO negotiate. The Vat­
ican and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization have agreed to form a 
committee to deal with the status of 
Roman Catholic holy sites and 
churches in Palestinian-controlled 
territories. The panel is expected to 
look into the "status, rights, obliga­
tions and privileges of the Catholic 
church" in the West Bank and Gaza • 
Strip, said Afif Safieh, the PLO's 
Vatican representative, Associated 
Press reported. 

■ Bible translation unveiled. The 
International Bible Society has re­
leased a new translation of the New 
Testament and Psalms in a language 
spoken by 1.5 million people in Gha­
na. The new translation in Dangme, 
one of 72 languages spoken in Gha­
na, required 16 years to complete. It 
is the first new Bible translation in 
the language since 1909. It is also 
the first of 80 Bible and New Testa­
ment translations planned during the 
next six years in the "Let There Be 
Light" global evangelization initia­
tive sponsored by the Bible society, 
based in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
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Trnctseusing a "More than G9ld" theme printedjn manY t. .. n -

languages Will be distributed at_ all iocatidns. Trading pins, --
•) always hot collectors' items, will be.affixed to cards detailing 

·_ •• -the plan of salvation in multiple languages. __ •-•--; _ -
''The Nagano sports evangelismoufreach will serve as a 

cataiyst for evangelism among many people groups for many 
months and possibly years," said Mark Snowden, an 1MB 
spokesman. 

Prepare your 
church for a 
Journey in FAITH. 

FAITH is a new Sunday School strategy that 
places evangelism in the heart of Sunday -
School. FAITH is·a cooperative evangelistic 
venture of the North American Mission Board 
and the Sunday School Board. 

Attend a FAITH Sunday School 
Evangelism AWARENESS MEETING 

KENTUCKY: 
Highview Baptist Church 
7711 Fegenbush Lane, Louisville, KY 40228 
Pastor/Contact: Dr. Kevin Ezell, (502) 239-7711 
Date/rime: Thursday, April 23, 1998, 1:00 p.m. 

ILLINOIS: · 
Tabernacle Baptist Church, Decatur 
2000 N. Main Street, Decatur, IL 62526 • 
Pastor/Contact: Dr. Pat Pajek, (217) 877-5653 
Date/rime: Friday, March 27, 1998 at 10:00 a.m. 

TENNESSEE: 
First Baptist Church, Millington 
8077 Wilkinsville Rd., Millington, TN 38053 
Pastor/Contact: Dr. Ray Newcomb, (901) 872-2264 
Date/rime: Monday, February 23, 1998 at 2:00 p.m. 

For additional locations, times, and information on 
FAITH, please call the Pastor/Staff Leadership Department 
of The Sunday School Board: 615-251 -2055 
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P.EOPLE _, __ ,, __ _ 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Merwyn Borders, as 
he completes writing a 

history of Southern 
Baptists in New England. 

Borders, a Kentucky 
native, recently retired 

after more than 30 years 
as a missionary in New 

England. 

■ Eleven Portuguese­
speaking students 

enrolled in a seminary 
extension program in 

• Bridgeport, Conn. 

■ Semester missionary 
Jeremy Marr of Durant, 
Okla., as he works with 
Franklin Baptist Church 

in Franklin, Mass. 

■ Anew church 
beginning in Veednoye, 

Russia. 

■ Missionaries in 
Russia who teach 

English-as.-a-sec_ond­
language classes. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ ALLEN-Allen First Church 
called Arnold Turner as interim pas­
tor Jan. 1. 
■ HAZARD- The youth at Petrey 
Memorial Church participated in a 
Souper Bowl Sunday Charity Drive 
Jan. 25., collecting $164 and food 
items for a local charity. 
■ HENDERSON- Immanuel Tem­
ple ordained Russ Brown to the dea­
con ministry Jan. 25. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Melbourne 
Heights Church will host an HIV/ 
AIDS support group, CenterPeace, 
Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. All people, family and 
friends affected by this disease are • 
welcome. Call Glenn Fisher, (502) 
452-9169, or the church office, (502) 
454-4681, for more information. 

Pat Bellinger was ordained to the 
deacon ministry at Walnut Street 
Church Feb. 1. 

Victory Memorial Church ·called 
James Veal of Dublin, Ga., as pastor. 
He is a student at Southern Seminary. 
He will begin his ministry Feb. 15. 

Hurstbourne Church called Tina 
Cundiff as minister to preschoolers/ 
children. She previously was minister 
of preschoolers/children at First · 
Church in Richmond, Va. She will. 
begin her new ministry March 1. 

Valley View Church called Tog 
Goodson as minister of worship and 
drama. He currently is · minister of. 
media/music at Rpswell .Street Church 
in Atlanta, Ga. He will begin his new 
ministry March 1. Also,, Valley View 
Church had 26 additions, including 14 • 

Have ·choir, will travel 

by baptism Jan. 25. 
Ridgewood Church is pres.enting a 

family forum series on divorce recov­
ery, Feb. 11, 18 and 25 at 7:30 p.m., 
led by Pastor Louis Twyman, certi­
fied marriage and family therapist. 
Call (502) 935-1952 for more infor­
mation. 
■ MADISONVILLE-First Church 
called Dennis Altizer of Indianapo­
lis, Ind:, as minister of music and ad­
ministration. He began his new min­
istry Feb. 1. 
■ OWENSBORO - Bellevue 
Church called Gregory Faulls as pas­
tor. He previously was pastor at First 
Church in Honey Grove, Texas. Paulis 
began his new ministry Jan. 5 
■ PADUCAH- Lone Oak First 
Church, Kentucky Baptist Convention 
and West Union Association have 
joined together in a project to advance 
the Spanish speaking ministry in 
Western Kentucky. Call (502) 554-
1441 for more information. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- First 
Church called David Wells as minis­
ter of education and outreach. He will 
begin his new ministry Feb. 8. • 
■ SYMSONIA- Symsonia Church 
called Interim Pastor Johnny Phillips 
as bivocational pastor. 
■ UTICA-Utica Church recently 
ordained Kevin Clark to the gospel 
ministry. He is a student at Liberty 
University in Lynchburg, Va. Rich­
ard Sams is pastor. 
■ W ARfIELD- Warfield Church 
called Terry Wehunt as pastor. 

• Wheri was· the last time a friend t0ld you ab.out 
a real deal-or told you of some special pllclce to 
vacation at very affordable rates? It has happened 
to me many times, and -I find mys~lf aski~g why 
more peopl~ don't know about this or that. 

that is much closer to Oneida in the evening. 

Time and -time again people ask about our 
_ choir. Many are surprised to see our bus in the 

parking lot of a small country church where our 
choir inay have more members than the congre­
gation. Some ask, "How did they get your choir 

_ to come?" The answer is simple: They 
asked. That is how easy it is. From a 
small country church to some of the 
largest congregations across the com­
monwealth, our choir has presented 
many wonderful choral performances. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

For our friends in the far western part of the 
state, we plan one overnight trip per year. On that 
trip, we leave Saturday about noon in order to ar­
rive at 6 or 7 p.m. We ask this church to provide 
housing for the 40 of us Saturday night. We sing 
in that church on Sunday morning. If possible, 

. we'll sing for another church in the area Sunday 
evening, asking them to provide housing Sunday 
night. We return to Oneida on Monday. It is al­

ways a very demanding trip, so we can 
do this only once a year. 

The only other favor we ask is that 
the host church provide us with lunch 
or an evening meal. This certainly is not 
required, but it does help keep our trav­
eling costs to a minimum. We never ask 
that any offering be taken on our be­
half. We don't even ask for fuel costs. 

The choir performance takes about 
20 minutes. Then several in the choir 
share monologues about the '\broken" 
experiences many of our students have 
encountered; broken . dreams, trust, 

The choir begins practicing when 
school starts in August. It .normally 
takes about two months to memorize 
the new music. We usually start travel­
ing about mid October. Many of our 
students are not only very busy with 
choir responsibilities, but also are in­
volved in other school activities. So we 
normally are able only to travel three . 
Sundays· out of four. We try to sched-

W,F. Underwood ·' hopes, families, promises, etc. This part.· 

. ule churches that are farther away early in the fall 
or in the spring so we do not get caught trying to 
travel on snow or ice. We prefer to schedule 
churches that are closer in the months of Decem­
ber, January and February. We have canceled only 
once in the-past four years due to bad weather. 

Most of our choir trips begin about 5 or 6 a.m., 
depending on the distance to the church. We nor­
mally can travel as far as Bowljng Green or 
Owensboro in the west, and nearly anywhere 
north and east of Oneida. Often we will schedule 
a church in the morning service that is the farthest 
from our campus, and we will sing for a church 

of the service takes about 15 minutes. 
By the time I share-a few thoughts about Oneida; 
the worship hour is gone. On other occasions, I 
talk in detail about the Oneida ministry. We nor­
mally ask the pastor to tell us what he prefers. 
Either way, it takes the entire worship service. 

While it is too late to have the choir come to· 
your church this year, we are working on the · 
1998-99 calendar. If you would like for us to 
come, your church must contact us as soon as pos­
sible. Please call Kay Underwood at (606) 847-
4111, ext. 203. • 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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Agency maps out strategy to 
pray for all U.S. households 
By James Dotson • 
SBC North American Mission Board 

nent," said Toby Frost, manager of 
event evangelism for NAMB . 

Celebrate Jesus 2000 is an interde-
ALPHARE TT A, Ga. (BP)- nominational evangelistic effort with 

How do you pray for every individ- a goal of giving everyone in the world 
ual household in America and keep an opportunity to hear and respond to 
track of the -progress on a national the gospel by the end of the year 2000. 
scale? . One of tlie components is the prayer 

That was the challenge faced by effort, which will serve as a founda­
the evangelism section of the South- tion for follow-up visits and invita­
ern Baptist North American Mission tions to evangelistic events. 
Board in helping churches complete An average · ZIP code represents 
a goal for the Celebrate Jesus 2000 between 5,000 and 10,000 addresses. 
evangelism effort. Participating churches will be sent the 

One early suggestion was for comprehensive package of neighbor­
churches to simply divide up the hood maps, along with every listed 
pages of the phone book and have name, address and phone number. An 
individuals pray for the names list- instruction and resource sheet also will 
ed. But board officials said they've provide further guidance on ideas for 
found a better way. how to pray for every person. 

_ Through the Mapping Center for "The bottom line is we can know 
Evangelism- established jointly who has been prayed for, and the 
last year by NAMB and Campus name and address of every person 
Crusa~e for Christ- evangelical who's not been prayed for," Frost 
churches can receive names and ad- said. • 
dresses, organized by neighborhood, . Tuer<, is also another level of par­
for an entire ZIP code. - ticipation in which churches will re-

With the comprehensive infor- ceive not only the list for their chosen 
mation, the. church can pray for fam- ZIP code, but also the entire. software/ 
ilies in their chosen ZIP code street database package from which the lists 
by street. The lists and maps also can are developed. The access comes in a 
serve as an easy guide for follow- membership in The Mapping Center 
up witnessing ;md. other outreach for Evangelism at a cost of $250 per 

. efforts. year. 
"For the first time we have a strat- To claim a ZIP code or receive fur-

egy where we can share Christ in an ther information, churches can contact 
effective, non-threatening, clear way Frost at the North American Mission 
with every household on this conti- Board, (770) 410-6304. 

More ch~·rches support ~eyond 2001 
The church goal for Clear 

Creek's Beyond 2001 campaign is 
$610,000. As of Dec. 31, gifts and 
pledges totaled $576,267. In the-last 
few weeks commitments have 
come from several churches: 

I Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Lexington placed Clear Creek in its 
annual Christmas mission offering 
for a three-year period. If they reach 

$10,000 scholarship. Members of 
the church who attend Clear Creek 
will receive first preference for a 
grant. Dan Gutenson, a 1992 grad­
uate, is pastor. Concord Baptist 
Church in White Plains, led by Pas­
tor Ellis Payne, a 1987 alumnus, 
will lead an effort to fund a schol­
arship in memory of former Pastor 

. and Mrs. Kermit. Lovelace. White 
their goal, the college will 
receive $15,000 for the 
north central Tegion 
scholarship. Immanuel 
Pastor Craig Loscalzo re0 

cently presented our 
James Barry Lectures on 
preaching. Trustee Joan 
Parr is a member of Im­
manuel. • 

CLEAR CREEK 
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Plains Missionary Bap­
tist, led by Pastor Tom 
Cummings, a 1995 alum­
nus, approved to send 
Clear Creek two percent 
of its budget, estimated to 
be $4,200 for three years. 
First Baptist, Cannons­
burg, agreed to match a 
personal pledge made by 
their pastor, 1986 alum­
nus· Stan ·Williams. 

I Porter Memorial 
Baptist Church in Lex­
ington, where James K. 
Pierce is pastor, approved · 
$15,000 to help with the Bill Whittaker 

I First Baptist Church 
of Hazard sent $1,225 in 
memory of former pastor 
Ben Baird. The gift as-new classroom building. 

Trustee Richard Neal is a Porter 
Memorial deacon. 

I Pastor Billy Compton present­
ed the campaign to Severns Valley 
Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 
The church will send $6,000 dur­
ing a three year period. The funds 
go into the central region scholar­
ship. 

I Four of our alumni challenged 
their churches to help meet schol­
arship needs. Watts Chapel in Crab 
Orchard agreed to underwrite a 

sists ·with construction of the class­
room building, which includes a 
room named for Baird and his wife. 

These churches affirm the need 
of our ministry and the desire to 
provide support above state Coop­
erative Program gifts. Action is 
pending in several other congrega­
tions . 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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PEOPLE 
With 'Apostle,'. Duvall tries to show-positive side of faith 
By Steve Rabey 
Religion News Service 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. 
(RNS)-Since his 1962 film debut in 
"To Kill a Mockingbird," Robert Du­
vall _has played good guys, bad guys 
and everything in between in films 
such as "The Godfather," "Apoca­
lypse Now," "The Great Santini," 
"Tender Mercies" and "Phenome­
non." 

"It's all in a day's work," said the 
veteran of nearly 60 films. 

But Duvall' s latest project is more 
than just a day's work. Duvall feels a 
powerful passion for 'The Apostle," 
which already has created an indu1?try 
stir in small screenings. It opened na­
tionwide last weekend. 

A moving portrayal of a Southern 
Pentecostal evangelist's gradual fall 
and ultimate redemption, 'The Apos­
tle" has been Duvall's labor of love 
and his major preoccupation for more 
than a decade. 

He researched, wrote, directed, fi­
nanced and stars in the film, which has 
already won him Best Actor awards . 
from the National Society of Film 
Critics and the L.A. Film Critics As­
sociation. And in a recent phone in­
terview from his Virginia home, Du­
vall described how bringing this 
unique project to the screen was more 
calling than craft. 

"It's something I had to do," he 
said. "I think in a way it could be a 
calling, but it's hard to judge in abso­
lutes what that all means." 

The son of a Methodist father and 
a Christian Scientist mother, Duvall 
inherited a deep respect for "the writ­
ings of Jesus Christ, the importance 
of his niche in this world and the fact 
that you gotta practice what you 
teach." 

Today, many of those beliefs still 
hold. "I believe in one.God, and-I'm a 
Christian. But I have an individual 
outlook. It's· a private thing." 

With 'The Apostle," Duvall's rev­
erence for Christian teaching and his 
attraction to Southern Pentecostal 
preaching, which he calls "one of the · 
true American art forms," have pro­
duced a unique and historic film. 

For the first time in recent Ameri­
can movie history, the camera lavish• 
es the same kind of respectful atten­
tion on a Bible-thumping evangelist 
that Hollywood usually gives to gun­
toting gangsters and stiletto-wielding 
serial killers. 

THE APOSTLE Robert Duvall invested $5 million of his own money to make the movie 
aboi.Jt a Pentecostal preacher after studios turned him down. "I wanted to do something 
that I've never seen done without caricaturing these people or patronizing them. I wanted 
to give them their due and their respect." (RNS photo) 

"We make great gangster movies, 
so why not make this kind of movie 
right, too?"asked Duvall, who invest­
ed $5 million of his own funds to 
make 'The Apostle" after numerous 
studios turned him down. 

'This is something I've had in the 
back of my mind for years," he said. 
"I wanted to do something that I've 
never seen done without caricaturing 
these people or patronizing them. I 
wanted to give them their due and 
their respect." 

In the film, Duvall plays Euliss 
. "Sonny" Dewey; a sincere man who 

preaches the word, dances in the Spir­
it, arid saves white, black and brown 
souls with a consuming zeal. 

He does have a weakness for wom­
en, but so do many real-life preach­
ers. A 1991 study conducted by the 
evangelical Fuller institute of Church 
Growth found 37 percent of pastors 
surveyed said they had participated in 
inappropriate sexual behavior with a 
church member of ·the opposite sex. 
In the film, Dewey's lusts don't inval­
idate his deep devotion to God. 

When his frustrated wife (Farrah 
Fawcett) flirts with a younger preach­
er, Dewey flies into a rage, hitting the 
minister with a baseball bat in front 
of his children and friends. 

Leaving town and skipping out on 
family and flock, Dewey creates a 

new identity for himself as "the apos­
tle," which means "one sent out." He 
baptizes himself, rededicates himself 
to the cause of the gospel and pledges 
to follow God "every step of the way." 

This isn't the first time Duvall has 
taken moviegoers on a tour of sin, sal­
vation and sanctification. He won a 
Best Actor Academy Award for his 
touching portrayal of born-again 
country singer Mac Sledge in Bruce 
Beresford's i983 version of Horton 
Foote's ''Tender Mercies." 

And it isn't the first time he's di­
rected an anthropologically accurate 
m,ke on a little-understood subculture. 
His 1977 directoral debut, "We're Not 
the Jet Set," examined the lives of a 
Nebraska rodeo family, while 1983's 
"Angelo, My Love" looked at New 
York street gypsies. 

"When I finished these films, I said • 
I would never do that again," he said: 
But 13 years ago he visited a small, 
out-of-the-way church, and i~ was 
there the inspiration for 'The Apos­
tle" began. 

"I first noticed one little church in 
Hughes, Ark., and that kind of set off • 
the spark," he said. 

• Since then, Duvall has studied doz­
ens of preachers, including T.D. Jakes 
of the Dallas suburb of Oak Cliff and 
E. V. Hill of Los Angeles. Duvall was 
deeply moved by a sermon Hill 

preached at his own wife's funeral. 
Duvall's research shows up in nu­

merous scenes based on real-life reli­
gion. When Dewey preaches to a man 
injured in a car wreck, he's only fol­
lowing the example of a woman evan­
gelist Duvall knows. And when Dew­
ey confronts a troublemaker played by 
Billy Bob Thornton, convincing him 
to accept the Lord instead of bulldoz- . 
ing Dewey's church, Duvall is sim­
ply choreographing an event a friend 
of his experienced. • 

In addition to professional actors, 
the film features true believers who've 
never starred in anything bigger than 
a church drama. Their zeal brings life 
to the film's many realistic worship 
scenes. 

Duvall said he isn't trying to 
preach in 'The Apostle," but he is try­
ing to reach two distinct audiences: • 
secular moviegoers who've never 
seen the power of Pentecostalism, and 
believers who often accept religious 
films Duvall considers "very corny 
movies, very melodramatic movies." 

According to early reviews, Duvall 
may be succeeding. 

The New York Times' Janet Mas­
lin called the film "a rare display of 
spiritual light on screen." A reviewer 
in the conservative Christian Mov­
ieguide wrote: 'There is much to be· 
said in f~vor of this movie, but most 
significant is its positive affirmation 
of God, church and evangelism." 

Likewise, the movie's soundtrack 
recording will be marketed to both 
mainstream and religious consumers. 
The album features a duet by Duvall 
and Emmylou Harris, "I Love to Tell 
the Story," as well as performances by 
Christian recording artists such as 
Steven Curtis Chapman and the Bill 
Gaither Vocal Band, and mainstream 
stars like Wynonna, Lyle Lovett, 
Sounds of Blackness and Duvall's 
friend Johnny Cash (whose wife, June 
Carter Cash, appears in the film as 
Dewey's mother). 

The buzz in Hollywood is that 
Duvall may even pick up his second 
Oscar, a prospect he said holds little 
interest for him. 

"Awards mean nothing," he said. 
"But if.there's any award I should ever 
get, it should be for. this, not for my 
other stuff." 

Perhaps like Dewey, Duvall has his 
eyes on a higher prize. 

''There's only one Jesus Christ," he 
said. 'The rest of us are trying to catch 
up, and probably never will catch up." 

Volunteer hopes missions work is less like pulling teeth 
By Clay Renick 
Baptist Press 

MARION, Ill. (BP)-Getting 
some people to go on mission trips 
is like pulling teeth. But pulling 
teeth is precisely what missions vol­
unteer Ray Odle does when he goes 
on such trips. 

It's a job he hopes to do less of­
not by going on fewer trips, but by 
using an innovative new tool that 
won't cause as much pain for patients. 

"We're down there to do as much 
as we can for as many as we can," said 
the Illinois dentist, who has been on 
volunteer · teams to Central America 

almost every year -since 1969. . 
Facing limits for treatment in ar­

eas with no electricity, volunteer den­
tists regularly must pull teeth rather 
than fix them. 

Odle, a former chemist, knew in­
novation takes time and requires new 
combinations of technique and equip-
ment. • 

Last year, Odle found ·a break­
through by using scuba tanks on a trip 
to Belize. Air-powered dental instru­
ments allowed dentists to fill cavities 
in · communities where electricity is 
rare. 

Now Odle is encouraging other 
dentists to use the same approach. 

"I'm not a preacher type," said 
Odle, a longtime member and former 
president of the Baptist Medical-Den­
tal Fellowship, a global network of 
medical professionals who volunteer 
on short-term mission trips. 

Yet Odle said he's felt an inward 
pull toward_ missions since high 
school. He learned about innovation 
as a Boy Scout, studied chemistry at 
Southern Illinois University and spent 
a year at Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in North Carolina. 

The former bivocational church 
planter had children who were too old 
for the family to enter foreign mis­
sions. So Odle began volunteer as-

signments as a dentist. 
Many of his trips in'Central Amer­

ica have been to small clinics in iso­
lated areas where the need is greatest. 
But it also has had risks. 

Four years ago, he and his wife 
were in the rain forest of Guatemala 
where she experienced a heart attack. 

"We came back and thought ... 
well, this is the end of our trips," Odle 
recalled. 

Mrs. Odle lost half the function of 
her heart muscle. But the couple was 
able to continue the next year with a 
trip to Venezuela and again last.year 
with a mission trip to the coast of Be­
lize. 

Movies with · 
ministers 

"The Apostle" may be 
Hollywood's first warm, 
positive portrayal of a 
Pentecostal evangelist in 
decades. 

Here's a brief look at 
some of the most 
important films in the 
preacher-as-con-artist- • 
and-hypocrite genre. 
■ Elmer Gantry (1960): 
Based on the 1927 
Sinclair Lewis novel, this 
film classic teams a 
garrulous salesman with 
a female evangelist for a 
damning look at the 
religion racket. Burt 
Lancaster won one of 
the film's three Academy 
Awards for his over-the- _ 
top performance in the 
title role. • 
■ Marjoe (1972): This 
documentary about a 
former child evangelist, 
Marjoe Gartner, who still 
frisks the flock even after 
losing his faith, won an 
Academy Award for Best . 
Feature Documentary. 
■ The Disappearance 
of Aimee (1976): This 
made-for-TV film tells 
the story of famed­
evangelist Aimee Semple 
McPherson's 
controversial absence in 
1926. She claimed it 
was an abduction, 
others ascribed it to 
hanky-panky . 
■ Wise Blood (1979): 
John Huston's 
adaptation of Flannery 
O'Connor's 1952 novel 
about religious fanatics 
in the South is the only 
film Duvali thinks "get's 
.it right." 
■ Pray TV (1980): A 
made-for-TV movie in 
which an idealistic 
young minister becomes 
entangled with a 
dynamic TV evangelist 
and experiences the 
pitfalls of celebrity. _ 
■ Leap of Faith (1992): 
Steve Martin plays a 
traveling evangelist/ 
scam artist Jonas 
Nightengale. His 
technique of receiving 
divine "revelations" 
about revival-goers from 
co-conspirators through 
a hidden ear piece was 
copied from a real-life 
religious con man. 
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With the Kentucky General . 
Assembly in session, . now is the 

time to speak out on issues 
important to you about: 

House Bill 323 would allow cities legally 
. classified as ·"third class," such as Somerset, 
Campbellsville, Corbin, Murray, Glasgow, • 
Flatwoods and Mayfield to become wet 
without a citywide or countywide election. 
This is a bad idea and should be defeated. 

House Bill 327 would revise the 
. commonwealth's laws regarding driving under 

the influence, including reducing the blood 
alcohol content level from 0.10 to 0.08. 
This is a good idea and deserves your 
support. 

House Bill 352 would reorganize the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Department _and increase 
fees for alcohol licenses . 
This is a good idea and deserves your 

. support. 

Senate Bill 21 would establish merit 
scholarships for college access programs, 
grants and tuition assistance. But funds would 
come from the lottery, deepening the 
commonwealth's dependence on gambling 
revenue and sending the wrong message to our 
children. If Kentucky becomes more . 
dependent on gambling, many people expect 
the commonweal¢. to legalize video lottery 
temiinals, often called the "crack cocaine of 
gambling." 
This is a bad idea and should be defeated. 

House Bill 251 would prohibit the Kentucky 
Lottery Corporation or any state agency from 
using public funds to advertise for the l0ttery. 

• This is .a good idea and deserves your 
support. 

The Temperance League of Kentucky encourages you to call 
(800) 372-7181 and leave a message for your legislator 

• concerning these bills. 

or more lnfotmatlnn, contact: 

The Temperance League of Kentucky 
2722 Crittenden Drive 

Louisville, KY 40209-1114 
(502) 635-0002 
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