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Bingham: Take
freedom to the
unchurched

By Mark Wingfield .
Editor

ELIZABETHTOWN—Lincoln
Bingham’s grandfather was born into
slavery. His memory was scorched

with the terror of being pulled from .

his mother’s arms to be auctioned off
to the highest white bidder.

In a message at last week’s Ken-
tucky Baptist Evangelism Conference,
Bingham said he and his grandfather
often talked about those difficult
memories of the past, until his grand-
father died in 1946 at the age of 100.

Bingham’s grandfather told him
first-hand experiences of reaction to
President Abraham Lincoln’s signing
of the Emancipation Proclamation in
1863. But rather than being the happy
stories that should have been told
about a document proclaiming free-
dom, they often
were stories of sad-
ness, he said.

“The document
that was signed to
bring freedom—
most of those who
should have bene-

' fited never knew it
existed,” explained Bingham, pastor
of St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church
in Louisville.

His grandfather suggested four rea-
sons why the Emancipation Proclama-
tion did not free thousands of slaves
for whom it should have signaled free-
dom: .

# Some never heard about the
Emancipation Proclamation.

I Some didn’t understand the pow-
er of the document or the authonty of
the one who signed it.-

§ Some believed it was 100 good'
“to be true.

I Some “heard and understood and
believed the good news but would not
receive the good news because they
were satisfied” with their meager lot
in life.

The same problems still plague
people of all races today who fail to
embrace the freedom offered by faith
in Jesus Christ, Bingham said. “Near-
ly 2000 years ago, the chief executive
of all creation . .. purchased in his own
blood the emancipation proclamation
for every nation: Whosoever will call
upon the name of the Lord will be
saved.”

Many have not heard of God’s way
of freedom because no one has told
them, Bingham declared. “We’re to
go tell it on the mountain, over the hill
and everywhere, but most of us aren’t
telling it anywhere.”

Others have not understood God’s
emancipation proclamation because
the church as messenger has made it
too complicated, he continued. “We
have complicated a simple plan of sal-
vation. ... It’s not all that difficult to
get saved.”

Bingham said the simple message
of God’s salvation is that people are

Q See Bingham: Set people ..., page 8

NIC AT NIGHT Missionary Maner Tyson began a n/ghttim outreach to drug addicts and prostitutes after realizing is Connecticut
community had two distinct cultures at day and night. The project is named “Nic at Night” because Nicodemus came to Jesus at night.
Tyson is among the missionaries featured in the Southern Baptist Week of Prayer for North American Missions, March 1-8. (NAMB

photo by Mark Sandlin)

Tysons take hotdogs, gospel to the street

By Lynne Jones
SBC North American Mission Board

WATERBURY, Conn.—If you’re

looking for Maner Tyson on Friday

nights, you won’t find him at home.
Instead, he’s out on the streets of
Waterbury, Conn., looking for prosti-
tutes and drug dealers.

But the former Kentuckian isn’t a
pusher, a pimp or a police officer.
He’s pastor of Waterbury Baptist
Ministries, an inner-city church and
Baptist center. |

Tyson, who refers to himself as a
minister trained in social work, is

. among the missionaries featured in

this year’s Week of Prayer for North
American Missions, March 1-8.

The Week of Prayer is part of the
Southern Baptist Season of North
American Missions, which includes
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
with a national goal of $42 million.

At least once a week, Tyson
walks through the Willow Plaza
neighborhood around the ministry
center. Once, Waterbury’s wealthy
lived here in freshly painted houses

ministry must go beyond the occa-
sional rescue.

“Sometimes you’ve got to stop
pulling people out of the river long
enough to go upriver and find out why

and worked in factories
that made Waterbury
the “brass capital of the
world.”

Now, some resi-
dents have renamed
Waterbury the “welfare
capital of the world.”
Willow Plaza looks
like a poor community.
But Tyson said it’s re-
ally just poor. “There’s

MlSSlON

VlSION

~ Week of prayer
for home missions

they keep falling in,”
Tyson said. “Only by
being in the community
long enough do you re-
alize how to deal with
the people there.”

Tyson was a social
worker with 18th Street
Baptist Church while a
student at Southern Bap-
tist Theologlcal Semi-
nary in Louisville.

no community,” he
said. “People reside here, they don’t
live here.

“There is an art to inner city min-
istry,” said Tyson. “It’s not a science.
You don’t treat everyone or every
problem the same.” Tyson contends

His wife, Rhonie
Black-Tyson, was a social worker
with United Crescent Hill Ministries
and later at Bethel Flock Baptist
Church, both in Louisville, while at-
tending Southern Seminary

Q See In Connecticut, ..., page 7

Speaker: God can ease stress at church or work |

CAMPBE ‘LSVILLE——Tlme

nmanagement, exercise and diet are

~ three keys to managing stress, a

consultant with the Southern Bap-
 tist Sunday School Board recently

~ told students at Camphellsvrlle. v

cmployees now are takmg courses ~

at Campbellsville University.
But he said the techniques for

handling stress are the same for

anyone, be it lard-off factory work-

- or church members facmg:
,ns times in their congregatxons
“Pay attention to TED,” Smith
'saxd using the acronym for ttme
»management, exercise and diet.

in control of one’s schedule

trol, he said.

its for relieving stress, he

.added Let your body work for o
. you -
Also, an over mdulgence of sat— »
urated fats, salt, sugar and caffeine
can create stress on the body he‘

ime management requires -

- than letting the schedule be

,‘ _ and strengthen the 1mmnne sys- :
;xerclsmg three times a week’ ~ tem, he added.
45 minutes each and increas-

e heart rate will provide great

sard o
Smith also encouraged people

‘ to get in touch with laughter. Hu-
_ mans are God’s only creamre cre-

ated for humor, he said. -
. “Laughter is like mtemal Jog-

ging,” he said. A good laugh can
stimulate the brain, relieve pain

Last, Smith said, take txme to

L'-‘spend in prayer and medltattong
‘with God.

“Climb up in God’s lap and let

~ our Father put his arms around
you. Let him nurture and feed

you,” he said. ““You never get too.
old to chmb up in the Father s lap L



BAPTISTS

Kentuckian is first chaplain endorsed by Fellowship

By Robert 0’Brien
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

RICHMOND (ABP)—A Ken-
tucky woman has become the first
chaplain endorsed by the Cooperatlve
Baptist Fellowship.

Paula Peek, chaplain coordinator
for Hospice Care Plus in Richmond,
called her endorsement a “healing”
moment in her struggle to become a
woman minister in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention.

The Fellowship’s new council on
endorsement approved Peek’s appli-
cation Jan. 22, making her the first
chaplain to be endorsed by the Atlan-
ta-based group. Since then four other
candidates—all men—also have re-
ceived endorsement by the council.

Reporting to the Fellowship’s Co-
ordinating Council Feb. 20, Ed Bed-
dingfield, chair of the council on en-
dorsement, termed it “significant” that

CBF adds annuity plan

the first chaplain endorsed by the
group was a woman.

The Fellowship, formed by mod-
erate Southern Baptists in 1991, sup-
ports the right of women to minister
in all roles, including the pastorate.
That position is not popular with the
more conservative leaders of
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention.

The SBC’s North Amer-
ican Mission Board endors-
es both men and women as
chaplains, but with increas-
ing scrutiny for doctrinal
conformity.

Peek said the Fellow-
ship’s vote last summer to
begin endorsing chaplains provided “a
welcome and timely opportunity for
me and others who do not want South-
ern Baptist Convention endorsement.

“Endorsement by CBF was heal-
ing,” she said. “It acknowledged and
blessed what I am and who I am as a
woman in ministry.”

Peek said her “healing” began
when she attended her first state CBF
meeting in Kentucky as a seminary
student.

“CBF’s support of women in min-
istry was healing and redemptive,” she
said. “I appreciated their encourage-
ment and open-mindedness. The
strong effort to include laypersons in
key leadership seemed to embody the
pnesthood of the behever in a new
way.’

Peek grew up as the child of a now-,

retired pastor serving Southern Bap-
tist churches in Virginia, Tennessee
and South Carolina.

She said she considers herself “a
daughter of Baptists, nurtured and dis-
cipled by Baptists.”

So Peek said she had no intention
of walking away from Baptists, “even
when many of my peers and col-
leagues, wounded by the changing en-

WL :
Peek

vironment in the SBC and in semi-
nary, were going into other denomi-
nations.”

She entered Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in 1991, before
trustees elected a conservative presi-

dent in 1993. The new president, Al

Mohler, steered the semi-
nary sharply to the right,
causing tumult among a then
predominantly moderate
faculty and student body.

Immersed for the first
time in SBC politics at the
seminary, Peek said she ex-
perienced “difficulty and
pain at a school in transition
and turmoil.” She grieved as
“professors left, the role of women in
ministry was devalued, the school
shifted direction and a general feel of
distrust, suspicion and division pre-
vailed on campus.”

During that time, though, she
found her way to a calling to the chap-
laincy and a master of divinity degree
with emphasis in pastoral care and
counseling.

While “a definite call of God”
compelled her forward, Peek said she
wrestled with denominational en-
dorsement needed by chaplains to ad-
vance in their careers and gain neces-
sary professional certifications.

“I felt trapped by the fact that my
options were to leave Baptists or be
endorsed by a group I could not in
good conscience support she re-

.-called.

“But then, CBF’s demslon to be-
come an endorsing body gave me a
third option, encouraging me to keep
moving forward and renewing my

* hope.

“I’m just one of many wounded
women and many wounded Baptists
who have chosen to maintain hope,
move beyond the hurt and move
ahead with their lives and ministries,”

BAPTIST BITS

she said.

After she entered seminary, Peek
became the first woman staff mem-
ber of Ballardsville Baptist Church, a
rural congregation in Crestwood. She
served for three years as minister to
children and youth.

Two days after graduation from
seminary, she became the first wom-
an to be ordained by the congregation.
The Pentecost Sunday service on May
22, 1994, included participation by the
children and youth and a laying on of
hands by the entire congregation.

“I hardly remember what anyone
said that day,” Peek said, “but I’ll nev-
er forget seeing and feeling the bless-
ings of young and old, black and
white, women and men, family and
friends.”

Since Peek’s endorsement, four
other candidates have been approved
by the Fellowship.

“We have responded to 160 re-
quests for applications for endorse-
ment,” Beddingfield said Feb. 20. “Of
those 160, nine have come back to us
as applications. Of those, we have
endorsed five. Four are still in pro-

‘cess.”’

The four others already endorsed
are James Pruett, executive director of
the Anchoring Place Therapy Group,
in Spartanburg, S.C.; Timothy Madi-
son, director of pastoral services at
Valley Baptist Medical Center in Har-
lingen, Texas; Christopher O’Rear, a
pastoral counseling resident in Nash-
ville; and Garnett White, a practicing
clinical psychologist in Richmond,
Va.

In all, four of the first five chap-
lains endorsed by the Fellowship have
ties to Kentucky.

Madison is a native of Cadiz and a
former pastor in Bedford. He earned
two degrees at Southern. Seminary in
Louisville. Pruett and O’Rear also
earned degrees at Southern Seminary.

6}! executlve vice presn-' »
ent of New Orleans Baptlst Theo-
glcal Semmary Among the

er Hovell ‘who has been serv-
g as the school’s interim presi-
ent since the previous president
as dismissed amld a fmancml

“I not only pray that this song 'm about to
sing will 5peak to your heart, but that it will
spiritually rip you limb from limb and lay you
barren, naked and writhing in conviction on the
cold, dank, tile floor ... Amen, God bless you.”
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Students make Moscow friends with ‘idiotic smiles’

By LaRame Dail
SBC International Mission Board

MOSCOW—Kentucky students
armed with “idiotic smiles” recently
sought to build bridges for sharing
Christianity with Russian students.

Six students were selected from
Kentucky Baptist Student Unions to
serve in Moscow two weeks during
their winter break.

The team included Andrea Bayer
of Murray State University, Ayse
Boswell of Berea College, Shane Gar-
rison and Matthew Miller of Camp-
bellsville University, Kristy Reeder of
Eastern Kentucky University and
Cager Thompson of the University of
Kentucky.

The team helped in the develop-
ment of student ministry in Moscow.
Student ministry is still new to Russia
having started last May. The Ken-
tucky students invited students to an
upcoming evangehstlc retreat. They

visited six universities and four dor-
mitories, passmg out information and
tracts.

The team approached Russian stu-
dents and handed them a flier to gain
interest in the student work. “With an
idiotic smile, some American just
handed you this piece of paper,” read
the invitation.

This light-hearted approach was
intended to disarm the defenses of
Russian students. It often broke down
walls of skepticism, brought laughter
and interest in what the American stu-
dents had to offer.

The Russian translator said she was
amazed that the students were able to
gain access to dormitories normally
prohibited to foreigners and Russians
alike.

One young man accepted Jesus as
his personal Savior, and another stu-
dent for the first time accepted the fact

that God exists. Others stated that they .

have been wanting to learn more

about the Bible and religion.

The team also held seminars on life
as an American university student for
Russians interested in one day study-
ing in America. They discussed top-
ics such as application procedures,
dorm life, Baptist Student Unions and
culture shock
' The seminars served as tools to
meet students and involve them in
Bible studies.

Another way in which the students
were able to further student ministry
was through leading in worship at a
youth service at Central Baptist
Church of Moscow. The team signed
and performed an interpretive move-
ment to contemporary Russian Chris-
tian music as well as talked about Bap-
tist Student Union ministries.

“It was one of the highlights of my
worship experiences here in Mos-
cow,” said Ed Tarleton, a former Lou-
isville pastor and mission administra-
tor for Southern Baptist missionaries

in Moscow.

“Rarely have I seen a volunteer
team have such an impact on a con-
gregation. I believe what they shared
that night will be remembered for a
long time to come and will have a last-
ing impact,” he said.

In addition to promoting student
ministry, the team also ministered to
the missionaries stationed in Moscow.
The team sponsored a “Parents Night
Out” and took 14 missionary kids to
the circus, most of whom were under
the age of five. It was a night both chil-
dren and parents eagerly awaited. The
children were shown love, and the
parents benefited from a night to help
them refuel for their ministries.

Bayer said the evening was a spe-
cial night for the students as well. “I
gained a new perspective on missions
that night. I never realized the impact
living overseas had on the children. I
have a new understanding of what it
means to be a missionary.”

Never stop reading, minister tells deacon and pastor retreat

By Ken Walker
state correspondent

BAGDAD—Despite leaving a
small multi-housing ministry in
LaGrange last year to pastor a church,
Chris White still devotes one day a
week to reading.

His new job took him further away
from Louisyille, but White said he still
-drives to Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary’s library for uninterrupt-
ed study and research.

“We need to be readers,” said
White, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Carrollton. “We need to travel
(through books). Our people need us
to be that way.”

White led a “Preaching Resourc-
es” workshop at the recent deacon/
pastor/spouse retreat at Cedarmore
Baptist Assembly. The event, which
attracted 250 registrants, will be re-
peated Feb. 27-28 at the Jonathan
Creek retreat center in Western Ken-
tucky.

While emphasizing the Bible must

remain the top priority, reading other
material gleans stories and illustra-
tions that help sermons come alive,
White said. .

“There need to be some things that
make us stop and think, even if we
don’t agree with them,” he said.
“When they move and shape us, it

_moves and shapes our preaching.

Ideas are powerful and we are in-
volved with ideas.”

White attracted an eager group of
listeners after delivering his sermon
during Cedarmore’s opening assem-
bly. He said his two major illustrations
came from a pair of books, “Les Mis-
erables” and Edward Hoagland’s jour-
nal of his travels to British Columbia.

At the urging of professor Wayne
Dehoney, White started compiling a
note-card file of vignettes while he
was attending Southern Seminary.

The task was neither time consum-
ing nordifficult, he said. White add-
ed that he makes notations on cards
when he uses an illustration to avoid
repeating a story to the same audience.

“The best sermons have illustra-
tions and tools that take people some-
where,” White said.

“You’ve got to have illustrations
that move people on, but illustrations
aren’t the point. They have to get peo-
ple to the truth of Christ on the cross,”
he added. “The scriptural basis has to
be there. You can have all the illustra-

“tions you wanf, but without a scrip-

tural basis it won’t work.”

Though admitting he constantly
searches for illustrations in his read-
ing, White said he also reads because
he needs the discipline.

Pastors must be “fluent in other
languages,” he said, reviewing such
best-selling novels as the New Age-
influenced “Celestine Prophecy” or
the story of adultery in “Bridges of
Madison County.”

Local librarians are some of pas-
tors’ best resources for discovering
what books are popular, he added.

“I want to know what people are
reading and why,” said White. “When
I know this I understand what people

are thinking. There’s a message be-
hind literature.”

Besides the Bible, he recommend-
ed listeners read a balanced slate of
topics, beginning with leadership,
spiritual growth and pastoral care. He
also suggested studies about preach-
ing, church growth, administration,
literature and history.

This doesn’t require reading a 700-
page book on each. topic, he noted.
Resources can include one article, a
magazine devoted to the subject or
cassettes. What’s important is to cov-
er a range of material during a year,
he said.

Among the ministry publications
he recommended were “Lectionary
Homiletics,” “Pulpit Digest,” “Minis-
ter’s Manual” and “Biblical Preach-
ing Journal.”

For sermon illustrations, he recom-
mended such books as “The Book of
Lists,” “The 100” by Micha¢l Hart,
James Hewitt’s “Illustrations Unlim-
ited” and “Best of Leadership Illus-
trations.”

Frankfort church reaches community through support groups

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

FRANKFORT—Ann Carter will
never forget the crises-filled month in
1992 that emphasized the need for
support groups at Memorial Baptist
Church in Frankfort.

In addition to coping with a young
man’s suicide, four members called
her to discuss problems at home, in-
cluding marital infidelity, drug abuse
and bulimia.

“I think the church is closing its
eyes to the problems people have
within the family,” said Carter, wife
of Pastor Bill Carter. “We have to give
them tools to change. We have won-
derful people but they were hurting.”

That year Bill Carter attended a
workshop on a variety of curriculum.
He then led the church to offer sup-
port groups for a variety of topics.

Among them are conquering
chemical dependency, breaking the
cycle of hurtful family relationships,

divorce recovery, blended families
and overcoming sexual abuse. The
church offers approximately a dozen
different groups throughout the year,
most meeting for 13 weeks.

~ “Despite the stress involved, it’s
like getting a hug from God,” said fa-
cilitator Ron Moore. “When you see
God take the bad things in your life
and make something good out of it,
you can say, ‘That didn’t happen for
nothing.””

Moore is one of 18 members

trained to lead discussions. However,
facilitators do not act as counselors.

“None of our groups cure,” said
Mrs. Carter. “They open doors about
how to address problems in our lives.”

The ministry has spurred spiritual
growth within the church, she added.
Some participants have accepted Jesus
as their personal Savior, and others
have reconsidered their image of God,
she said.

Franklin County judges have even
ordered a couple of people to attend

groups. Roughly half of the partici-
pants come from unchurched back-
grounds, she added.

Bill Carter said these groups have
stimulated more lay involvement and
changed his ministry, making it more
people-oriented. And it doesn’t re-
quire a lot of his time. “I just shared
the vision and it became theirs,” he
said. “It’s great to see lay people us-
ing their abilities and gifts.”

Group coordinator Gil Newman
praised the range of resources, noting
that the state of Alabama requires pris-
oners to study “Making Peace With
Your Past” as a condition of parole.

However, he cautioned that
churches wanting to start groups must
adequately train facilitators. Group
leaders can cause more harm than

“good if they are not prepared to deal

with problems and emotions that arise
during meetings, he said.

It also requires church-wide sup-
port, he said. “Don’t just spring this
on your people,” said Newman, chair-

man of Memorial Baptist’s deacons.
“This is very scary for some, especial-
ly if you’re talking about wanting to
minister to alcoholics or drug addicts
on the street.”

While intense difficulties may re-
quire professional counseling, Mrs.
Carter said support groups can be
more effective than one-on-one ses-
sions.

Receiving feedback from others in
a safe, confidential environment helps
individuals look at themselves and
consider ways they should change,
she said.

Many churches might argue they
can’t add any more activities, but
Newman said they should consider
how to best meet their communities’
needs.

“If your church is too busy to do
something else, it may be time to eval-
uate your church programs,” he said.
“Often, church resources and time are
spent on things that have lost their ef-
fectiveness.”

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Oneida Baptist
Institute and
Booneveille-Irvine
Baptist Association will
co-sponsor a free
medical clinic March 19-
21. Baptist Healthcare
System will send a
healthcare team that
includes doctors,
nurses, therapists, a
dentist and others to
provide a variety of
medical services to local
residents.

B Campbelisville
University announced
that Joseph and Luretta
Booher of Columbus,
Ohio, have donated
$110,000 to establish a
scholarship fund for
Campbellsville University
students who have a
major or minor in
history or political
science.

Memorial Baptist
Church in
Frankfort will offer
a small group
leader training
workshop March
20-21 at the
church. For more
information, call
(502) 223-8215.
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 OPINION

Don Short restored

I am writing in favor of my friend
and brother in Christ, Don Short. As
most of you know, Brother Don has
had a hard time with his health and
through several months he has not
been able to preach and do evange-
listic work. Many of you have been
praying for him and his family, and
God has truly blessed him and re-
stored him to good health and
strength.

He is very anxious to get back
into the work of evangelism and has
preached here at Briensburg Baptist
Church recently and at other church-
es in the area. I truly believe in the
ministry of Brother Don and the gift
God has given him. I absolutely be-
lieve that after this time of health
problems Brother Don will come
back with a greater testimony and a
greater message than ever before.

To all who serve full time in
evangelism, my heart goes out to
you because it is a tough road to
travel. Not very many of us could
live out of a suitcase and sleep in a
different bed every week for 45
weeks of the year. Brother Don, we
are proud of you and thankful to
God for you and your ministry of

~ States, but has done in-

winning over 2,000 souls to Christ
in one year. In order for Brother Don
to be able to carry out his ministry,
he will need the prayers and support
from churches and his many pastor
friends across the state.

Brother Don has not only been in
evangelism here in the

ternational mission work
in Africa and has gone
with me twice to Trin-
idad, West Indies. Hun-
dreds of people have
been won to Christ
through his internation-

BAPTIST

Baptists” missions and ministry will
hinge on a fresh venture in theologi-
cal education. Now is the time for
Baptists in Kentucky to develop a new
seminary to train both ministers and
laity in studies at once biblically
based, theologically rich, church-ori-
ented and academically
challenging.

This new institution
should reaffirm Baptist
beliefs in the gracious
rule of God revealed in
Christ through the Holy
Spirit, the Bible as sole
authority in faith and

al mission work. practice, a free church in

I want the churches a free state and the local
and pastors in Kentucky church as an autono-
to feel free to call Broth- mous body of Christians

er Don Short concerning revivals and

other evangelistic meetings. To God -
- “be the glory for all he has done.

C.C. Brasher
Benton

New seminary

The following open letter to Ken-
tucky Baptists was adopted by Faith
Baptist Church of Georgetown in
business session March 1:

We believe the future of Kentucky

under the lordship of Christ.
In the providence of God this is
a time of divine opportunities. Bap-
tists in Kentucky should revive the
rich heritage of quality seminary ed-
ucation that we have cherished
through the years. We call on other
churches and individuals to ac-
knowledge the growing need for a
new seminary for our state and sur-

rounding region.

Bob Kruschwitz
Church moderator

Support bill

I am writing in support of House
Bill 434. The education bill will as-
sure access to education for low-in-
come Kentuckians. This bill would
continue support services for low-in-
come Kentuckians while they are in
school by using state dollars that are
already targeted for this program.

The only way for families to get
into self-sufficient jobs and earn a liv-
ing wage is through education. The
sponsors of the bill realize this and so
should the rest of society, as well as
the Cabinet for Families and Children.

I would like to send my heartfelt
thanks to the sponsors of this bill,
Reps. Tom Burch, Greg Stumbo,
Charles Siler, Joni Jenkins, Marie
Rader, Barbara White Colter and Will
Scott. These are people who know
how important an education is to peo-
ple in their areas.

I would like for everyone to call
their representatives and senators and
ask them to support House Bill 434,
the education bill, so that Kentucky
can move ahead and prosper. The leg-
islative message line number is (800) -
372-7181.

] Sherri Barker
Prestonsburg

Who controls life?

By Samuel Atchison

In Lorraine Hansberry’s classic
play, “A Raisin in the Sun,” there is
a confrontation between mother and
daughter in which we can find a clue
to what is at the heart of our nation’s
moral crisis. :

Set in Chicago in the late 1940s,
the play addresses the hopes, values
and slowly expanding options of a
working-class black family in the
post-war era.

At one point, Beneatha Young-
er, a headstrong college student, as-
serts—yet again—her intention to
become a doctor. Her mother, Lena,
a God-fearing former domestic, en-
couragingly agrees, providing “it’s
the Lord’s will.”

Incensed that a divine imprima-
tur might be needed to fulfill her
dream, Beneatha shouts, “Mama,
there simply is no ... God!” At that,
the matriarch strides over to her in-
solent daughter, slaps her and forc-
es the girl to repeat after her: “In my
mother’s house, there is still God.”

At the heart of this incident, apart

from its racial and sociological trap-
pings, is the age-old struggle over
which is better, the old or the new.
It’s a struggle often waged as a bat-
tle between received moral authori-
ty and moral autonomy.

Specifically, Beneatha
is excited over the possi-
bilities now open to her,
prospects not available to
her mother’s generation.
As master of her own fate,
she cannot allow anything,
least of all the notion of
God, to stand in her way.

Lena, on the other
hand, while recognizing
new vistas of opportunity,
is loathe to proceed with-
out the approval of the
God who has always guid-
ed and protected her and her fami-
ly. For Mama and those of her gen-
eration, God is not only real but the
final authority in life.

Two generations later, the debate
over ultimate authority still rages. It
is apparent in the never-ending battle
over abortion, where “choice” and

COMMENTARY

Samuel Atchison

“accountability” often appear as non-
compatible options. And it is seen in
the controversy over human cloning,
where for some the question of wheth-
er we can has become synonymous
with whether we should.

Itis even a factor in the public scru-

_tiny of the sex lives of prominent fig-

ures.

For example, in summa-
rizing the extra-marital ac-
tivities of Martin Luther
King Jr., John F. Kennedy
and Franklin Roosevelt
among others, New York
Times columnist Anthony
Lewis observed recently
that “straying from the

- straight and narrow does
not disable one as a states-
man, a general or a civil
rights leader. But somehow
that reality has been over-

whelmed in the United States in re-
cent years by prurient interest in the
sex lives of politicians.”

Lewis said while President Clinton
may be morally culpable if guilty of
cavorting with and lying about his.re-
lationship with Monica Lewinsky, his
judgment should be left to the public,

not the special prosecutor. Thus, he
reasoned, the less scrutiny into the
matter—especially official scrutiny—
the better.

Such reasoning is flawed in the
extreme. It officially recognizes no
authority higher than the court of pub-
lic opinion, a court which, without
public scrutiny, would have no need
to convene.

The effects of such thinking are all
around us. Our representatives, much
like those they represent, live com-
partmentalized, hypocritical lives, giv-
ing account to no one higher than
themselves. Our high rates of divorce,
substance abuse and crime are only a
partial outgrowth of our quest for
moral autonomy.

Like Beneatha Younger, we have
rejected the notion of divine authori-
ty, and the result of our arrogance
slaps us in the face. We would do well
to remember the words of wisdom that
followed the slap. For in the hearts of
those who know better, there is still
God. (RNS)

Samuel Atchison is an ordained min-
ister and has worked as a policy analyst
and social worker to the homeless. He cur-
rently is a prison chaplain in Trenton, N.J.

Thoughts on training future martyrs

By Erich Bridges

Training martyrs.

Those words evoke images of
Middle East terrorist groups prepar-
ing young zealots for suicide mis-
sions. But what awaits the increasing
number of young Christian mission-
aries from the West now venturing
into “The Last Frontier”—the most
unreached and often most hostile ar-
eas of the world? :

Missionaries and volunteers of
Generation X (born after 1964) are en-
thusiastically responding to the call to
reach unreached peoples. In 1997
alone, 108 new missionaries were as-
signed by the Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board to “Last Fron-
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tier” areas and peoples.

Southern Baptists have a “whole
crew of people that are literally will-
ing to die for their people group,” one

IMB mission personnel specialist said.

The frequent declaration of stu-
dents considering “‘Last Frontier” mis-
sions these days is: “I want my life to
make a difference. I want a cause
worth dying for.”

- Some of them may die forit. -

Amazingly few of the more than
13,000 missionaries sent abroad by
Southern Baptists during the last 150
years have died violent deaths. Even
fewer have died as martyrs for the
faith.

But the IMB has joined many oth-
er Great Commission agencies in an

aggressive global strategy to evange-
lize thousands of people groups still
untouched by the gospel. Many of
those peoples live in deep spiritual
‘darkness behind walls built by pow-
erful religious and political powers—
walls that may not be breached with-
out bloodshed.

In most cases, the blood will come
from local believers who give their
lives while sharing—or refusing to
renounce—their new faith in Christ.
However, some missionaries will
make the ultimate sacrifice. In a truly
global effort to reach the unreached,
it’s almost inevitable.

In 1995 alone, 150 international
missionaries from various countries
were murdered on the field, accord-
ing to mission agency reports collect-
ed by the Global Evangelization

Movement. While some probably
were crime victims or targets of polit-
ical violence, others undoubtedly died
for the faith.

Still, are Southern Baptists ready
for the martyrdom—however rare it
may be—of some of their best young
people? Or will we adopt a spiritual
version of the “Vietnam Syndrome”
still permeating U.S. military strate-
gy? Traumatized by the disastrous
Vietnam experience, American gen-
erals often refuse to commit forces to
battle without an advance guarantee

. of overwhelming victory, with mini-

mal or no losses.

That may or may not be wise in
war. It’s a recipe for timidity in mis-
sions. (BP)

Erich Bridges is a news writer and
editor for the International Mission Board.



OPINION

| HE SAID/SHE SAID

Why are humans created with
different operating speeds?

There are two types of people in this
world: the fast and the slow. Seems to
me opposites attract.

Alison was cooking the filling for our
favorite chocolate pie the other night,
warming it ever so gently on a medium _
heat—a process that was taking forever.

| walked up to observe and she took
the occasion to inform me that she was
cooking the pie correctly, unlike yours
Mark Wingfield truly, who she said always torches
—  things on the stove in haste.

Not so, | demonstrated, reminding her that it was she, not
I, who had encountered difficulty gettmg the pie filling 1o set
in the past.

0K, that happened once, she admitted, but still insisted
her slower method using a lower heat was preferable for
perfect pies. Hogwash, | said.

The whole debate illustrates perhaps the greatest
difference in our approach to most everything. She moves
slowly and deliberately; | move quickly.

Why cook something for 10 minutes on low when you can
accomplish the same thing in 5 minutes on high? My motto
is: Life’s short; make pies quickly.

Early in our marriage, this difference in perspective created
some inevitable rubs. | couldn’t undérstand why a simple task
like brushing teeth took her twice as long as it did me. But
after nearly 12 years of marriage, | guess we've adjusted our
internal clocks to accommodate our differences in operating
speeds. We don’t seem to notlce the difference all that much
anymore. '

But it’s curious to me that AlISOI'I can swﬂch mto fast gear
when she really wants to. Put a novel in her hands and she’ll
flip the pages so fast it makes my head spin.

Guess that old saying’s really true: You can'’t judge a book
by its cover.

 SHESAID |

HESAID

0Oh, how soon we forget just who has
had trouble with pies past. And just who.
got in a hurry (several times) and tried
to put the whipped topping on before
the pie was set. Or who forgot to set the
Cool Whip in the refrigerator and had to
whip it half frozen, thus ruining the
consistency. I'll give you a hint: It wasn’t
me. -

| think the tale of the tortoise and the
Alison Wingfield  hare could shed some light here. Slow

and steady sometimes does get the job
done—and done right.

I'll have you know my pie was smooth as silk.

Now that I've finished that pie in the face, I'll address some
of his other misconceptions.

Being male, Mark tends to forget that we females have a
much more difficult bedtime regimen. It is not just a matter of
brushing our teeth. There’s the makeup removal and the face
washing and then the astringent and then remoisturizing. It
takes work to grow old gracefully.

It is true that | don’t always move quickly. Just as Mark
has learned to slow down (occasionally), | try to speed up.

When we used to take walks together (before kids) | had a
tough time keeping up with him. Since he’s 6 feet tall, his legs
move a tad faster than my 5-foot-4-inch frame. But | learned
to speed up and he learned to slow down so that our paces
soon matched.

God does the same thmg for us spiritually. : :

God sets the perfect pace for us. Occasmnauy he prods us
| to speed up and take advantage of a moment in time, while at
- other times he slows us down, reminding us to rest in him.
| We get in trouble both by getting ahead of him, or being too
far behind, putting us in danger of missing the mark either
way.

What’s the future of Promise Keepers?

Bill McCartney says he’s had a vision. He believes
every evangelical church in America ought to give
Promise Keepers $1,000.

Well, you can’t blame him for trying. But it does
come off sounding like a miniature version of that 700-
foot Jesus Oral Roberts claimed to have seen a few years
ago in a fund-raising appeal for his City of Fatth hospi-
tal.

It’s no secret that Prormse Keepers needs money. The
motivational organization for men has tak-
en a financial nosedive ever since it put on
a multi-million-dollar extravaganza on the
National Mall in Washington last fall and at the same
time announced it no longer would charge $60 a head
for men to attend Promise Keepers stadium rallies.

Up to this point, I've been generally impressed with
the fruit born of the Promise Keepers movement. The
“Stand in the Gap” rally in Washington was a historic
event that did a world of good.

_ I've taken some ribbing from friends and colleagues
for speaking in favor of Promise Keepers. Some skep-
tics are waiting for the other shoe to drop, waiting for
evidence that their suspicions will prove to be well-
founded after all.

Could be that will happen in time, but I don’t think
McCartney’s less-than-sophisticated appeal for dona-
tions is the sound of that telltale shoe hitting the floor.
It is, however, the sound of a boomtown organization
encountering its first big reality check.

Whether Promise Keepers can maintain its national
influence as a donations-only ministry is a crucial ques-
tion to be answered. Against the counsel of some of his
advisers, McCartney. took :a .gamble, and before long
we’ll.discover the payoff.:-

What has to be understood about this episode—and
some of the other oddities of Promise Keepers—is that
this phenomenally successful movement is by and large
the product of one man’s vision and determination. As
such, it has become a sprawling organization driven by
the force of one personality. And that’s awkward.

EDITORIAL

What was passable when Promise Keepers was a lit-
tle-known movement in a corner of the religious world
is not the same as what will be required for this organi-
zation to stay at the level of national attention it achieved
in 1997.

For McCartney, it’s like being the coach of an unno-
ticed small-town team that suddenly bursts into the na-
tional spotlight, with all the advantages and disadvan-
tages that notoriety carries.

Although apparently motivated by gen-
uine conviction and love for Christ, Mc-
Cartney is no theologian; he doesn’t claim
to be. That has resulted in some occasional backtrack- -
ing by the Promise Keepers inner circle to explain things
McCartney or others have said in the past. But the flip-
side is that no theologian could have pulled off what
this football coach has accomplished.

McCartney’s lack of theological finesse has shown
up all over the place, with the appeal for every church
to give $1,000 being only the latest. His reported views
on heavy pastoral authority, which have not been much
explored by the media, would be troublesome to many
laymen. And his assertion that we ought to work for
denominational “reconciliation” shows a naive grasp
of both history and biblical interpretation.

Perhaps the greatest question to be asked of Promise
Keepers today is not whether the organization will make
it financially, but whether it can make the leap from
being one visionary man’s brainchild to being the kind
of trans-denominational movement it is trying so hard
to become.

One secret to Promise Keepers’ success so far has
been its para-church nature, bypassing the gatekeepers
and funding juggernaut of the local church. Appealing
to churches to pick up the tab now carries strings and
dangers of a different sort.

The bottom line is that the jury is still out on wheth-
er Promise Keepers will prove to be an enduring legacy
or the national bus ministry of the *90s.

— Mark Wingfield

‘What is your name?’

a new name. No longer would he be
known as the cheater-deceiver Jacob.

RGN

By Robert Baker

The man asked him, “What is your
name?” “Jacob,” he answered. Then the
man said, “Your name will no longer be
Jacob, but Israel, because you have
struggled with God and with men and
have overcome.” (Genesis 32:27-28)

Like most of you, I
have several names. To
my immediate family,
I’'m called Bobby. My
friends in high school ad-
dressed me as Robert. My
acquaintances at college
referred to me as Bob as
do most of the folks with
whom I minister and
work.

My wife often calls
me Rob. When I used to play organized
sports, I was simply designated as Bak-
er. My sisters sometimes use my mid-
dle name (which I dislike) and teasing-
ly call me Bobby Gayle.

We ask the “what-is-your-name”

question in order to find out what to call
someone. For us, a name is an identifi-
cation tag; a means of distinguishing one
person from another.

In biblical times, however, a person’s
name was much more than a distin-
guishing identification tag. Rather, a
person’s name represented the very
character and essence of the person. In

QUESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

one sense, the name was the person. For
example, the name Jesus means “God
saves.”

The name “Jacob” meant “trickster,
cheater, deceiver.” And Jacob certainly
lived up to his name—cheating his
brother Esau out of his birthright; de-
ceiving his aging father Isaac into giv-
ing him the death-bed

blessing which rightfully
belonged to his older
brother. Most all of his
life, Jacob was a “Jacob.”
That is, until he encoun-
tered God who gave him
anew name.

That brings us to our
text. The man asking Ja-
cob the “what-is-your
name” question was not
just any man. The “m:
askmg the question was God.

Now, the Lord was not asking Jacob
to tell him what he was called (the Lord
already knew that). Rather, the Lord was
asking Jacob what kind of person-he
was. The answer given was, “I’'m a Ja-
cob. I’m a trickster, a deceiver, a cheat-
er.” The question resulted in Jacob wres-
tling with God. Struggling with the kind
of person he was. Grappling with the
type of person which he—with God’s
help—could become.

As a result of that encounter with
God, Jacob became a different type of
person. So different that God gave him

From then on, he would be known as
“Israel,” which means “God prevails.”

When we wrestle with God—when
we have a life changing encounter with
the Lord—we not only confess and own
up to our true nature; we also become
transformed people and are given a new
name. We are called “Christian,” a name
which means “Christ’s one.” We bear
the name which signifies that we are
ones who belong to Christ—ones in
whose lives God prevails.

There was once a little boy who
learned the Lord’s Prayer like this: “Our
Father who art in heaven, how’d you
know my name?” His wording may
have been off, but the meaning behind
the question was right on target. The all-
knowing God certainly does know our
name—not just because he is aware of
what we are called, but because he
knows our character and is fully aware
of who we are.

The question God asked Jacob is a
question God still asks us. Have you
wrestled with God lately? Grappled with
who you really-are and who you—with
the Lord’s help—can become? Perhaps
it’s time for you to struggle with the
question. What is your
name?

Robert Baker—or Bob-
by or Rob or Gayle—is
pastor of Calvary Bap-
tist Church in Lexington.
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This week’s
questions:

M How can | help my
children get more out of
Sunday school?

M Should singles
ministers be single?

Q. How can I help my child get the
most out of Sunday school?

A. Sunday school provides the
main source of formal Bible instruc-
tion for most children. Assuming per-
fect attendance and no special pro-
grams, children spend about 52 hours
a year studying the Bible and learn-

ing more about God and the Christian-

life. That’s not a lot of time. Run the
numbers and you will dis-
cover the percentage to be
unbelievably small.

Here are suggestions
for ways parents can help
make the precious Sunday
school hour meaningful:

1 Partner. Get to know
your child’s teacher.
Share special needs, con-
cerns and helpful informa-
tion about your child. Pray for the
teacher; ask how you can help.

#l Rest. Make sure your child gets
plenty of sleep on Saturday night. As
a rule, we don’t let children stay up
late on school nights. Surely Sunday
school deserves the same.

1 Breakfast. Make sure your child
eats a good breakfast on Sunday
morning—and go easy on the sugar.

B Bible. Make sure your child
brings his Bible to Sunday school.

FAMILY

FORUM

Don’t allow stuffed animals, toys and
other objects that will distract.

0 Be on time. Boys and girls who
are late often miss an activity or other
important piece of the learning expe-
rience planned for them.

0 Pay attention. Be alert for spe-
cial emphases and events, and encour-
age your child to participate. Besides
being fun, these build relationships
that lead to better learning.

0 Talk. Ask your child
what she learned, not what
she made in Sunday
school. Be familiar with
the curriculum, and use
Bible reading suggestions,
stories and other take-
home resources to rein-
force the Sunday experi-
ence. — David Garrard

Q. Why do churches tend to call
married people as single adult min-
isters and recruit married people to
teach and work with single adults?
This seems to be patronizing. Either
help me understand why this is a
good thing, or help churches under-
stand why it isn’t.

A. Just as one major liturgical
Christian tradition will not allow its
ministers to marry (and many married

people in those churches struggle with
that fact), many single people in Bap-
tist life struggle with what is some-
times a bias toward married ministers,
even when working with single adults.

Churches should look for leaders
who have a calling to and a passion
for single adults, and a connection
with the issues involved. For many,
this will involve several years of life
as a single adult—either previously or
presently. For others, such as myself,
it may be that God uses experiences
such as coming out of a divorced or
widowed home to sensitize to single
adult needs and issues.

I have heard single adult speaker
Harold Ivan Smith say there is no past
that God cannot redeem and use for
his glory. The present state of the min-
ister (married or single) is not as cru-

_ cial as God’s calling to the task.

One big advantage of the minister
(or teacher) being single would in-
clude an immediate credibility when
it comes to day-to-day issues of sin-
gleness. Some see the advantage of
marriage to be less confusion in so-
cial situations, such as dating.

God calls and uses a wide variety
of people to equip single adults for
ministry. Be open to whatever God
may be doing in your midst. — James
Stillwell

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Youth minister. Small
rural Baptist church; $100/week. 15-20
youth in grades 6-8 and 9-12 from dif-
ferent schools. Send resumé and cover
letter by 3/15/98 to: S. Gardner, c/o
North Fork Baptist Church, 3660 Rocky
Branch Road, Frankfort, KY 40601.

WANTED: Person to fill the posi-
tion of associate pastor of music and
youth. Exciting, growing church in cen-
tral Kentucky is looking for a dynamic
person to fill this dual-role position on
its staff. This is a full-time position. If
you are interested in applying for this po-
sition or learning more about the posi-
tion, please forward a resumé to the Per-
sonnel Committee, Great Crossing Bap-
tist Church, 1061 Stamping Ground
Road, Georgetown, KY 40324, Attn:
Rev. Art Hardin.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth. Please send resumé to: Personnel
Committee, Rockford Lane Baptist,
2006 Rockford Lane, Louisville, KY
40216, Attn: Helen Abell.

FOR SALE: Baldwin church organ,
manual type. $500 or best offer. Call
(502) 223-0138 or write Hillcrest Bap-
tist Church, 684 Devils Hollow Road,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

SEEKING: Southside Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time custodian
for 15-20 hours per week. Call Monday-
Thursday (502) 363-3915.

SEEKING: Tomahawk Baptist
Mission, a growing new work in East-
ern Kentucky, is in need of an additional
‘church van. If you could help in this re-
gard, contact: (606) 395-0034 or (606)
298-7135.

SEEKING: Pastor; immediate
opening. Bivocational or seminary stu-
dent for small church nestled in a valley
just 3 miles east of Dixie Highway on
Highway 44 in Bullitt County, Ken-
tucky. Interested parties may submit re-

- sumé to: Bruce Sanders, chairman, Pul-
pit Search Committee, 265 Cupio Lodge
Road, West Point, KY 40177.

SEEKING: Resumés are being ac-

cepted by Spring Valley Baptist Church
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of Las Vegas, Nv., for a minister of mu-
sic. Send resumé to: Donna Pierce,
Search Committee, 3135 S. Rainbow,
Las Vegas, NV 89102. Phone: (702)
871-0150; fax: (702) 876-9383.
SEEKING: Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union is accepting resumés

for a full-time administrative assistant.

Experience in Microsoft Word and Ex-
cel are required, experience in Microsoft
Access is helpful. Please send resumé to:
Administrative Assistant, Kentucky
WMU, P.O. Box 436569, Louisville,
KY 40253-6569.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music, Tunnel Hill Baptist Church. Mail
resumé to: Karen Dingess, 803 Old Tun-
nel Hill Road, Elizabethtown, KY
42701.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of

LaCenter, Ky., is currently accepting re-

sumés for a full-time minister of music,
C/Y. Send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 239, LaCenter, KY
42056. -

SEEKING: The Pastor Search
Committee of South County Baptist
Church is accepting resumés for a full-
time pastor. SCBC supports a broad
range of mission projects and is current-
ly sponsoring two developing church
programs in addition to a Filipino con-
gregation that meets in our facility. Send
resumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
5115 Butler Spur Road, St. Louis, MO
63128.

SEEKING: Red House Baptist
Church is receiving resumés for the po-
sition of minister of education/music.
Please submit your resumé to: Rev. Chris
Kurtz, Red House Baptist Church, 2301
Red House Road, Richmond, KY
40475.

SEEKING: Youth minister for ap-
proximately 25 youth with good poten-
tial for growth in small southeastern
community. Need to have genuine love
for youth and a heart that desires toreach
youth for Christ. Send inquiry or resumé
to: Youth Search Committee, c/o First
Baptist Church, 317 Madison St.,

Whitesburg, KY 41858. Telephone:
(606) 633-2277.

SEEKING: Bogota Baptist Chapel
is searching for a pastor able to live and
work in a cross-cultural situation. Must

have heart for missions, be out-going,

people-person, like working with chil-
dren of all ages. Feel the call? Please
email Inge Ortiz at alortiz@impsat.net
or Eric Leaver at leaverbunch@
openway.com.

SEEKING: Florida Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home in Tallahassee, Fla., is look-
ing for a Christian couple to work with
children ages 6-18 years. The base sala-
ry for a house parent is $14,635. Florida
Baptist Children’s Home offers an ex-
cellent benefit package including retire-
ment plan, medical/disability insurance
and paid vacations. Our campus is a
beautiful, 35-acre facility located at 8415
Buck Lake Road in Tallahassee. If you
think you would be interested in a Chris-
tian ministry serving families and chil-

“dren, please contact Chris Kretschman

at (904) 878-1458 in Tallahassee for
more information.
SEEKING: Part-time minister of

- music and part-time youth minister fora

healthy, growing church—two morming
services. Send resumé to: P.O. Box 197,
Rineyville, K'Y 40162, or call (502) 737-
7361. :

SEEKING: Far western Kentucky
church accepting resumés for full-time
pastor. Experience preferred, seminary
degree needed. Send resumé to: Wick-
liffe First Baptist Church, P.O. 176,
Wickliffe, KY 42087, Attn: Search
Committee.

RETREAT: Myrtle Beach Ocean
View Retreat. Youth, seniors and musi-
cal groups (groups of up to 50). 307 1st
Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC 29577. Leave
message: (803) 626-7069.

SEEKING: The Pastor Search
Committee of First Baptist Church of
Frankfort is accepting resumés at this
time. Mail to: Pastor Search Committee,
First Baptist Church, 201 St. Clair St.,
P.O. Box 5008, Frankfort, KY 40602.

SO
Some ideas
for charitable
bequests

By Laurie Valentine

The most common form of
pre-planned
charitable
giving is a
bequest to
charity in
your  will.
Bequests can
take the form

FINANCIAL
of a gift of a

specific

amount or asset or as a gift of all
. ora portion of the residue of your
estate.

Naming a charity as beneficia-
ry of a life insurance policy is
another way to make a charitable
gift at your death. If you are the
owner of the policy at the time of
your death, the death benefit will
be included in your taxable estate,
but your estate will be entitled to
an estate tax deduction. If you
transfer ownership of the policy
to the charity more than three
years before you die, the charity
will receive the proceeds at your
death and the death benefit will
not be included in your estate for
death tax purposes.

You also can make gifts at
your death that will provide ben-
efits to both non-charitable ben-
eficiaries and charitable benefi-
ciaries.

- One way to do that is to make
a bequest to a charity directing
that a charitable gift annuity be
established for the benefit of your
spouse, child or other non-chari-
table beneficiary. Under a chari-
table gift annuity arrangement the
charity agrees to pay the non-
charitable beneficiary a fixed
amount each year for life, in ex-
change for the charity’s receipt of
the bequest at your death. The
annuity amount your spouse or
other non-charitable beneficiary
will receive depends upon their
age at your death.

Bequests establishing charita-
ble remainder trusts or charitable
lead trusts are other ways to use
a single gift at death to benefit
both non-charitable and charita-
ble beneficiaries. Charitable re-
mainder trusts provide a desig-
nated income stream to one or
more non-charitable beneficiaries
with the remainder passing to one
or more charities when the non- -
charitable beneficiaries’ interests
end. Charitable lead trusts pro-
vide an income benefit for up to
20 years to charity, with the re-
mainder then passing to non-
charitable beneficiaries.

Consider your Christian estate
stewardship responsibility and
determine which of these testa-
mentary charitable giving meth-
ods you should use to accomplish
God’s purposes for your posses-
sions.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel
for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation.




By Lynne Jones
SBC North American Mission Board

HOUSTON—When a national
“ summit on volunteerism last year pro-
claimed all Americans should give
time to causes they believe in, the con-
cept was nothing new to Dorcas and
Emerson Byrd, administrators of three
Baptist centers in Houston.

“Ninety percent of all the work
through (Houston’s) Baptist mission
centers is done by volunteers,” said
Mrs. Byrd. “We have approximately
60 groups from across the United
States that visit us every year. We also
use Mission Service Corps volunteers,
summer missionaries, semester mis-
sionaries and local church members.”

The Byrds are featured missionar-
ies in this year’s Southern Baptist
Week of Prayer for North American

¥ Missions, March 1-8.

Mrs. Byrd has been a Southern
Baptist missionary since 1992. Emer-
son Byrd began working in the cen-
ters in January of last year.

Although the Baptist centers in
Houston are widely known among
Southern Baptists for their effective-
ness, they minister in a community of
overwhelming needs. Immigrants

o

Ey

calendar.” (HMB photo by Lynne Jones)

Northside and Magnolia communi-
ties, encouraging a Christ-like prob-
lem-solving approach to everyday
needs, helping families become stron-

from Central America
and Mexico arrive with
nothing. Through the
centers they not only
find clothing and food,
but English and citizen-
ship classes and medi-
cal help.

But the Byrds un-
derstand that these pro-
grams only scratch the
surface of a much deep-
er problem. “We have

Week of prayer
for home missions

ger and more indepen-

“dent, and encouraging
involvement in local
churches.

“One of our desires
is to see local churches
become involved in our
centers,” said Byrd.
“We’re not a church
here. There are some
needs that only a church
family can meet.”

One local pastor,

to lead them to a per-
sonal relationship with Jesus,” Mrs.

Byrd said, “‘so that they can begin to.
make the right choices about their

lives. That’s what a Christian does.”
The strategy of the centers is to
impact residents of Houston’s Near

Pedro Tobias, volun-
teers regularly with the senior adults.
He shares a devotional message at the

- weekly fellowship and is the spiritnal -

leader on their ‘quarterly retreats.

‘Many who have accepted Christ

 through the ministry are now mem-

BYRD’S EYE VIEW Dorcas Byrd is administrator of the three Baptist mission centers in ;
Houston, but she said 90 percent of the ministry work is performed by missions
volunteers. “Our work here is not just up to the person whose name is on the prayer

bers of his church.

“God has made it clear to us that
this is a mission field for the local
churches,” Dorcas Byrd said. “Like
other areas, though, the laborers are
few.”

That’s why one of her primary jobs
is to speak in churches about oppor-
tunities at the centers. “I love recruit-
ing and training volunteers,” she said.
“It’s a dream come true to work in a
place where I can use my talents in
finding people who want to be God’s
servants.”

Byrd’s gift and calling is in admin-
istration, an asset in the challenging
task of running three centers simulta-
neously.

The Byrds have different gifts, but
the same calling to ministry. Togeth-
er with their daughter, Abigail, and
soon-to-be new baby, they make work
a family affair.

“We don’t take our work home

" with us,” Mrs. Byrd said. “We take

our home to work every day. Work-
ing as a family is ideal for us.”

As for the countless volunteers
who make the ministries of the Bap-
tist missjon centers possible, “they’re
my family, too,” she said.

“I hope that whenever anyone
prays for Emerson and me, they pray

for the whole team,” she added. “Our |
“work here is not just up to the person

whose name is on the prayer calen-
dar” -

In Connecticut, Tysons witness to neighbors day & mght

Continued from page 1

In 1991, while Tyson worked as a
ministry consultant for Western Con-
necticut Baptist Association, the
Tysons said they felt called to start a
church through ministry in the inner
city. A study of Waterbury highlight-
ed three ministry needs: drugs, prosti-
tution and a lack of activities for chil-
dren.

The Tysons found an abandoned
park. With the help of volunteers, they
cleaned it up and began a backyard

Bible club. Tyson told residents he

planned to start a church in January
of 1992. .

“I was worried,” he said. “I had
never been a pastor.” But, he took
some personal advice from prayer and
spiritual awakening leader Henry
Blackaby

“God is already there,” Blackaby
told him. “Walk the streets and find
what he is doing and get involved.”

The Tysons rented a former dance
hall and gay bar on Main Street to use
as a ministry center and church. One
adult came to the first worship service,
the rest were children.- It was six

months before the first child accepted
Christ, nine months for the first adult.
But Tyson was not discouraged.

“You’ve got to believe in what God

can do,” he said. ““When only two peo-
ple show up, you’ve got to believe in
the vision.”

During the past six years, the cen-
ter’s ministries have grown beyond a
full Sunday and Wednesday evening
schedule. The center also offers a tu-
toring program for children and youth,
art classes, youth Bible study, Kid’s
Club and their evening outreach called
Operation Nicodemus (or Nic At
Night).

“Nic At Night began one Christ-
mas Eve two or three years ago,” said
Tyson. “We had a candlelight service
and 75 people came. I was real excit-
ed driving home when I came to a stop
atan intersection not far from the cen-
ter.”

At the intersection where Tyson
waited for the light to change was an-
other storefront church. Inside, boys
and girls were performing a Christmas
pageant complete with shepherds and
angels.

“They were at the part where the
angels bring tidings of great joy,” said
Tyson. “Inoticed a:'shadow across the
street. There in the dark was a prosti-
tute, just watching everything going
on inside the church. That’s when I
realized that Waterbury has a day city
and a night city.”

Tyson decided that if the church
was going to reach the people of the
city, someone must step outside the
building and meet the people where
they were, when they were there—day
or night. After much prayer, the
Tysons began “Operation Nicode-
mus” on Friday nights.

“We call it Operation Nicodemus,
or Nic At Night for short, because
Nicodemus came to Jesus at night, in
the shadows, and that’s where we go
on Friday night,” Tyson said. “Every
Friday night, we go out into the streets
with hot dogs and the gospel.”

The center also serves as a labora-
tory for hands-on mission work.
Waterbury Baptist Ministries has ben-
efited from hundreds of volunteers
from around the world.

“It’s dangerous to come up here,”

said Tyson, “because your life is go-
ing to change.”

As each missions team leaves the
center to go home, they pass a sign
posted by the center’s door. It encour-
ages them to remember the needs of
Waterbury and to get involved in lo-
cal missions work.

Because, the sign and Tyson say, .

“There’s a little Waterbury in every
community.”

TEACHER Tyson leads a
Bible study at the
Waterbury Baptist Ministry
Center in Waterbury, Conn.
(NAMB photo by Mark
Sandlin)
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EVANGELISM

CONFERENCE QUOTABLES

“You cannot discover who you are; you can only discover
whose you are.” :
Jerry Pipes, director of family evangelism for the North
American Mission Board

“Our worship has not reached its pinnacle until we are
ready to worship with the sinners. We need to take the
gospel to the workplace and the marketplace and not be
ashamed.”

Vocational evangelist Dale Rose

“It’s not where you’re from that counts, it's where you’ re
going.” -

Lincoln B/ngham pastor of St. Paul Baptist >
Church in Louisville y
Ev

“Have you ever noticed that when a

well-known person dies, it is always ange
assumed he’s gone to heaven? ...
The assumption is if there is a God,
he’s terribly lenient. ... Just once
Id like to hear someone say, ‘He was a fine person, but he
didn’t make a place in his life for God. | know he’s looking
up at us from below.’”

Richard Allen Farmer, vocational evangelist and musician
from Dallas

“Our people don’t talk about Jesus because he’s not their
friend. If something is important to you, you talk about it.”
Jerry Pipes

“| pray your commitment will be that no one in your
community will go out into eternity without the opportunity
to hear the gospel of Jesus.”

Bill Mackey, executive secretary-treasurer of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention

“You cannot even pray the first word of the Lord’s Prayer if
you have prejudice in your heart. ... We need to learn to
pray ‘Our’ for if the love of God is not in our hearts we’ll
never be able to pray with power.”

Charles Roesel, pastor of First Baptist Church of Leesburg,
Fla.

“] am afraid what is happening in the church is we are
dealing with puppy love. We are infatuated with the idea of
church activities.”

William Sheals, pastor of Hopewell Baptist Church in
Norcross, Ga.

“The most.miserable people on the face of this earth are
Christians who are out of God’s will.”
Charles Roesel

“A lot of people are climbing the ladder of success, and
when they get to the top they find it’s leaning against the
wrong wall.”

Jerry Pipes

“The harvest has a down side: Not everybody is prepared
for it. ... Celebrating the harvest is not just congratulating
ourselves that we made the right choice.”

Richard Allen Farmer

“Modern exorcists are trying to produce gospel results
without gospel power.”
William Sheals .

“We sing ‘When We All Get to Heaven,” and my question
is, Don’t you want others to go with you?”
Richard Allen Farmer

“We tend to underestimate our ability to handle suffering
. but we tend to overestlmale our ability to handle

temptatlon &

Charles Roesel

lism

Conference

8 WESTERN RECORDER M MARCH 3, 1998

| Mackey: Pray for Kentucky

to have a mlraculous work

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

ELIZABETHTOWN—"Let Jesus
live in your heart in a fresh and new

way,” Bill Mackey urged Kentucky

Baptists in his first address as execu-

tive secretary-treasurer of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention.

Mackey, who began his new du-
ties Feb. 1, spoke on the opening night
of the annual Kentucky Baptist Evan-
gelism Conference, held at
Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown.

He told several stories
of his own faith journey,
beginning with his attend-
ing an Evangelism Con-
ference in the same loca-
tion in the 1970s. At the time he was
a Kentucky pastor.

“I knelt that night and recommitted
myself in faith to Jesus Christ,” Mack-
ey recalled. And that commitment set
him on a new journey of deeper rela-
tionship with God that sparked his life
and ministry, he added.

Bringing the story more up-to-date,
Mackey told about a period of prayer
and fasting in early 1997 in which he
once again made a similar recommit-
ment to seeking and doing the will of
God in his life. He talked about the
Holy Spirit making him aware of the

“drain of sin and of the perpetual need

for Christ’s atonement.

“It’s in the name of Jesus that we
have power and authority to deal with
sin,” he said. “As Jesus abides in us,
we are able to be fully devoted to
God.”

He implored Kentucky Baptists
individually to thirst for and protect
their relationship with Jesus as the
supreme thing in life. “Just as you
would defend with your life your re-
lationship to your spouse and children,
so you must defend with your life your
relationship to Jesus,” he said.

Right relationship with God
through Jesus should enable a believ-
er to seek right relationship with oth-
ers, Mackey said. “We love one an-

MACY Jeus can "enale you to love
people who are hard to love.”

other not because we have the power
and capacity within us, but because we
have Jesus within us. The Jesus in me
can identify with the Jesus in you.

“When Jesus is in your soul and
permeating every part, he’s going to
enable you to love people who are
hard to love,” he explained.

Then, hesitating for a moment and
explaining that it’s sometimes hard to
know how much of his personal con-
versation with God to share, Mackey
told about a vision he had from God
last fall.

Soon after the KBC executive sec-
retary-treasurer search committee had
contacted him, he experienced a vi-
sion from God that drove him to tears,
he said. “The Lord began to reveal to
me and show to me that he was going
to bring Kentucky Baptlsts together.”

This understanding “was so real
and so awesome all I could do was
get up and walk around the house with
tears streaming down my face,” he
explained. -

“I pray you will seek with me for
God to do a miraculous work among
.. It’s not too hard for God.”

Mackey acknowledged that he
doesn’t know whether this unity will
be achieved during his tenure or even
during his lifetime. But he said he be-
lieves God will bring it about.

Experiencing and living daily
within the power of Christ’s love nat-
urally will lead to evangelism, Mack-
ey told the conference. “When Jesus
is dwelling in your heart in fullness, it
cannot be contained. It has to be
shared.”

Bingham: Set people free with gospel

Continued from page 1
sinners, sinners need a way to be
saved, and “Jesus is it.”

Still others today believe God’s
offer of salvation is too good to be
true, he said, citing the many ways
people strive to achieve God’s favor
by their works. Yet God’s salvation
is free for all who will accept it, and
it cannot be earned by any amount
of good works, he said.

Finally, some today simply are
not interested in God’s offer because
they’ve decided to be content with
the less-than-ideal life they already
have, Bingham said.

Speaking to a racially mixed audi-
ence, Bingham said the comparison of
what the Emancipation Proclamation
did for American slaves to what Jesus’
death on the cross did for all sinners
isn’t a perfect comparison.

“Grandpa said it didn’t take long
for him to find out he wasn’t really
free,” he said, recalling the racism,

Jim Crowe laws and separate-but-
equal practices that followed the
abolition of slavery.

“But when he was 50 years old,
he heard about Jesus,” Bingham
said, and found true freedom. “At
age 50, he gave his life to Jesus
Christ and then he cried, ‘Free at
last! Free at last! Thank God Al-
mighty, I'm free at last!””

Bingham said the knowledge of
what his grandfather had experi-
enced as a slave and the injustice
African-Americans continued to
suffer caused him to be an angry
young man. He asked his grandfa-
ther how he could claim to be free
in Christ when he still was not fully
free as a citizen.

“Boy, you don’t know what free-
dom means,” his grandfather told
him. “I’m talking about real free-
dom. ... When I came to know Jesus
Christ as Savior and Lord of my life,
I learned a new depth of freedom.”
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Theme: Missions on the Brink

Sessions 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. and 7 a.m. Friday;
8:50 a.m.- noon Saturday

Westport Road Baptist Church
9705 Westport Road, Louisville

. globe Our greatest change has come in a dramatic Friday Morning 8:50 a.m. Friday Evening 6:45 p.m.
' Hi

s. No one with sight and sense can
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Missions on the Brink of a New Relationship
Randy Foster
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Thank you from a Kentucky Missionary .

Peggy Wakefield
Missions on the Brink of Persecution

. Ken and Beth Perkins
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GA and Children in Action Missions Event

Saturday Morning 8:50 a.m.
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Missions on the Brink of a New Vision
Friday Afternoon 1:15 p.m. Ken and Beih Perkins
f Business
Music for Worship Recognition of Retiring Board Peggy Hicks

Missions on the Brink of Personal Disaster -

Missions Prayer Walk
(Meet the missionaries and others)

Friday 5:00 p.m.: Dinners
By reservation for Acteens, Youth on Mission, and
Baptist Nursing Fellowship

Nominating Committee Report Shirley Eastridge

Johnnie Clark Election of Board and Officers
Missions on the Brink: A Biblical Foundation Installation of the Board Bill Mackey
g Ken and Beth Perkins  Partnership 2000
Creative Missions Exgerlence Eliza Broadus Offering “Anna Mary Byrdwell
Varzety of Workshops including Social Ministries, ~ Camp-The Missions Experience Kim Davis
Lifestyle Witnessing, Christian Women’s job Thank you from a Kentucky MK Susan Atkinson
Corps, and much more Project HELP: Cultural Diversity Julie Keith

Missions on the Brink of a Breakthrough .
Larry Wakefield

Our Children — Our Future Brenda Price

| Pemnal'lord svprmg spirit of renewal for mlssmn§

me in the days and weeks ahead. awareness of missions on the brink of ~ for them and the people with whom
Brenda Price Kentucky WMU begins spring Wlth a new millennjum. International mis- - they work. ,
Interim Executive “Hcipation as time draws near for sionaries Ken and Beth Perkins and Come anticipating what God will
Di : our coming together for celebration, Larry and Peggy Wakefield will bring do in your life as together we renew
tretior inspiration and fellowship. The annu- ~ us to focus anew on the urgency of our spirit of missions.
Kentucky WMU ) meeting, April 24-25, will be held at  missions.

Somenmes I think God makes

_.spring LSt for me. After too long 2
~ wait, tl
breaks way to the s 1plendor of green

e bhzzard blast of winter

grass and colorful blossoms adorning

the earth. Perhaps it is that spirit of

renewal that energizes me and sparks

., my enthusiasm. It is a time of antici-

pation of what God has in store fpr

Westport Road Baptlst Church in Lou
isville.

The gfacxous spirit of the members '

of the host church, led by Diane
Goode, WMU director. and general

-chmrwoman, will welcome us to' this
special event. Our president, Peggy .
.Hicks, along with our staff, have

planned a program to bring us to an

feature topics which will enhance our
-missions awareness and involvement.

The Fnday afternoon sessmn wnll
- offer a variety of creative missions
experiences. Breakout sessions will

During -the “Missions Prayer Walk
Around,” missionaries will share with
us about their places of service and
ways in which we can specifically pray
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By Denise Jones

So much to talk about, but so little space!
Several opportunities are coming your way:

@ Remember the co-ed training session
set for April 4 in Elizabethtown. Adults on
Mission is an agpealing missions organiza-
tion for ma;zc urches. This training event
is 2 wonderful opportunity to see if it will
work in your setting and learn how
to implement this organization in
your church.

@ Are you interested in learn-
ing more about Christian
Women’s Job Corps? Melanie
Hammer, a certified project co-
ordinator, will give an overview
of this innovative program in a
workshop on Friday afternoon
during the Kentucky WMU an-
nual meeting, April 24-25, at
Westport Road Baptist Church
in Louisville.

@ Parish nursing is an exciting ministry
opportunity for nurses in your congrega-
tion. Polly Haigler, national Baptist Nurs-
ing Fellowship president, will lead a Friday
afternoon workshop during the Kentucky
'WMU annual meeting. She will explain the
benefits and blessings ‘experienced by
churches involved in this ministry. This
workshop has been designed for WMU
leaders and nurses.

By Brenda Price
MISSION FRIENDS

Has your Mission Friends organization
survived the winter? Let your church know
it is-alive and growing into spring by in-
volving more preschoolers in missions ed-
ucation. Your Mission Friends orga-
nization cannot grow without a con-
tinuous, intentional effort of enlist-
ment. Use a variety of methods to
show yeus-continuing interest in a
prospect:

@ Using ideas in Sfarf, continue

o

the yearlong enﬁs@enb-’plan “A Place for

“You.” ¢ ! F

@ Send the child a colorful card ad-
dressed just to him or her.

 Visit the child and parents in the
home. Explain the Mission Friends organi-
zation. Take a copy of Share and a Mission
Friends cup or button to the prospective
member.

@ A “Garden of Mission Friends”
can be a refreshing spring bulletin
board display. Cut flowers from
bright-colored paper. Place the |
name or picture of each child on a \—

. flower. Mount flowers as in a gar-
den on the board. Cut grass from strips of
colored paper, and add the caption: “Gar-
den of Mission Friends.”

Some preschoolers and their families
will respond readily to an enlistment effort,
while others may require long-term culti-
vation. Your sincerity and motivation in
enlisting a preschooler in Mission Friends

will become evident as you make enlist-

ment a continuous effort.
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¢ The Kentucky
Baptist Nursing |
Fellowship will
hold its annual din- |
ner meeting Fri-
day, April 24 at 5
p.m. during the
Kentucky WMU annual meeting. Cost is $7.
A registration form is included on page 4-A
of Kentucky Notes. Polly Haigler, national
Baptist Nursing Fellowship president,
will be the speaker.

\ @ Help us gather missionary in-
formation! Many missionaries
serve in dangerous situations. In
recognition of this fact the South-
ern Baptist International Mission
Board will no longer provide the
names of Kentucky-born mission-
aries serving in Level 2 or 3 (dan-
gerous) countries. This means
these missionaries often serve

ON MISSION without our knowledge, prayers

or financial support (new appointment and
Christmas gifts from Kentucky WMU). In
these situations, we also are not able to min-
ister to missionary parents or children or
provide information to WMU members
which would allow you to do so. :

If you know about a missionary who is
serving in a dangerous setting, and both you
and the missionary are comfortable with pro-
viding us with basic information, please con-
tact us at the Kentucky WMU office.

' 'By Julie Keith

@ Acteens/Youth on Mission Dinner at
the WMU Annual Meeting. Make plans now
to attend this dinner on Friday, April 24 at
5:00 p.m. at Westport Road Baptist Church.
This is the first time that the dinner will in-
clude both Acteens and Youth on Mission
groups. Come and meet the Kentucky Act-
eens Advisory Panelists and the National Ac-
teens Panelist and three National Top Teens
from Kentucky. Use the reserva-

tion form on page 4-A.

order form was ¢
mailed to every -
church Acteens
advisor in the &
January camp
mailing. Shirts
are $8 each, and
(6)rders must be in the WMU office by April

@ Each Acteens group coming to NAC is
being asked to bring new baby

items for our adopted minis-
5 ~._ try project, Infant Re-

¢ National Acteens // Al

ke of W, source Project. Baby

Panelist and Top /F—/——
Teens. Autumn Alcott [ |

——\ items needed are: large

i
has been chosen as a | | |
1998 National Acteens T T
Panelist. Charity Gardner,
Andrea Honeycutt and
Kelley Travis have been cho-
sen as 1998 National Top Teens. Congratula-
tions to each of these young ladies for being
chosen for these national Acteens honors.

Autumn Alcott is a 12th-grader from Mur-
ray First Baptist Church and has been in Ac-
teens for six years. Charity Gardner is an
11th-grader from Shelbyville First Baptist
Church and has been in Acteens for four

ears. Andrea Honeycutt is a 12th-grader
from Somerset First Baptist Church and has
been in Acteens six years. Kelley Travis is a
12th-grader from Murray First Baptist
Church and has been in Acteens for six years.

¢ NAC '98 Update. A Kentucky NAC T-shirt

GIRLS IN ACTION

@ Come, Go With
Me to the GA and
Children in Ac- ;
tion = Missions J
Event, Saturday, April 25, 1998, at Westport
Road Baptist Church in Louisville. Be-
., cause both Girls in Action and Chil
‘ dren in Action are a part of WMU.
. , this special event is planned during
' the WMU annual meeting. The event
begins at 9 a.m. and concludes around
12 noon (EDST). While the general
meeting is in session, the children and lead-
ers will have their own event with opportu-

A

nities for' meeting missionaries, singing and -

having all kinds of fun. The event will be
held in the church gymnasium . Children are
encouraged to wear tennis shoes. (See the
map to the church on page 4 of Kentucky
Notes for directions.) '

No pre-registration for the event is re-

quired. However, the cost is $1 per per-
%\, son attending to be paid on arrival.
2\ GA and Children in Action mem-
Il bers and leaders can be involved in a
ministry project by bringing canned
food (one fgﬂ]})erson) to the Missions
Event. The food will be distributed to pro-
grams for families in the Louisville area.

@ Don’t forget GA camp. Two state camps,
Cedar Crest and Jonathan Creek, offer op-
portunities for all Girls in Action members.
Inform your GAs and their parents about the
dates and cost of camp. Registration forms
were mailed to church GA directors in Janu-
ary and church WMU directors in February.
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By Anna Mary Byrdwell

The snow is past (we hope) and spring is
just around the corner. The anticipation of
Easter, new growth, longer days—all these
can go together to create a sense of joy in
service to God and involvement in missions.

@ 1 hope you will ask others in your church
to Come, Go With Me to the Kentucky
WMU annual meeting in Louisville at West-
port Road Baptist Church April 24-25. Make
your hotel reservations now.

€ Keep in mind that the new
church year starts Sept. 1. Your
WMU leadership committee should
be at work ‘enlisting 199899 lead-
ers. Most. ﬁeople are more willing to
serve if they know they have time
to pray about the responsibility, get
training and be prepared.

@ Would aco-ed qroup help some
who are not involved in missions
education to become involved? En-
courage someone from your church to attend
the training at Elizabethtown April 4 or make
plans for the training event at Richmond in
September.

 You recently received a package of mate-
rials which included your Project HELP: Cul-
tural Diversity report form. This is to be
completed and given to your associational
WMU- director. Let others know how your
church is involved this year in Project
HELP.

@ Associational Emphasis Week is May

| || disposable diapers, baby
| ) / toiletries (powder,
// shampoo, bath soap),
<" baby bottles and nipples,
k. gaciﬁers, crib sheets, receiv-
ing blankets, baby socks, sle(iip-
ers, baby toys, baby picture books, and di-
aper wipes.

€ Encourage your Acteens to participate
in the NAC Reconciliation Interpreta-
tion Contest. Acteens are invited to enter
one essay, poem, photograph, drawing,
piece of original music, or video that ex-
plains what reconciliation means to her.
Cash prizes will be awarded for each cate-
gory! All entries must be postmarked by

April 1 and sent to NAC Reconciliation In-

terpretation Contest, 100 Missionary Ridge,
Hwy. 280 East, Birmingham, AL 35242-
5235- :

<Alill iall i

Erliey

17-23. Call your
associational of-
fice to inquire
about any special |
plans. Consider
doing something
nice for your di-
rector of missions, or perhaps for members
of your associational WMU leadership
team. They work hard all year to help
churches in your association. Find a way to
express thanks to them.

@ | know some WMU directors
who are on cloud nine with plans
for their Acteens and participation
in the National Acteens Confer-
ence to be held in Louisville in
July. I hope you are too. Every
' teenaged girl would benefit from
being a part of this group of 14-
15,000 who will come to the Ken-
tucky Fair and Exposition Center,
July 1-4. Help your girls save or
earn their money. Encourage your
church to give toward their cost.

# With no national or regional WMU train-
ing this year, you will want to be sure to
know when associational training will
be offered. Watch for training helps and
suggestions in Dimension. Your recent
mailing had resource team information. Do
you need to make plans for a resource
team member to come to your church to
Brovide specialized training? We want to

e of help to you as you begin the new
year in which “Transformed” is the empha-
sis. Allow God to transform you, and you
will make a difference.

2-A
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' JUPCOMING EVENTS

- Good news for Jonathan Creek campers What’s happening at Cedar Crest?

How do GA week-long campers and GA mother/daughter overnight @ Acteens will have an option to spend a night in the great outdoors
campers spell relief? The dormitory and the dining hall at Jonathan  or try out Cedarmore’s new hiking trails. (All activities are supervised.)
Creek are now air-conditioned. So, moms and7_"'< > ~9199 T )aqa
daughters, don’t let the summer heat keep you— ¥ =+ o &7 . .
away from camp.

began to see Asian Indians in-
migrating by families and
developing medical practices in
doctor-poor areas. Central
Kentucky towns are not exempt
from similar changes. Since the
arrival of the Georgetown
Toyota plant and supporting
industries, several communities
in the region have witnessed a
notable increase in Japanese
executives and their families.

To paraphrase Dorothy in
“The Wizard of Oz,” “We’re not
in Kentucky any more.” Or are
we? Yes, the face of our

* @ GAs will enjoy schedule changes that add variety and
choices. =

Camp directors at Jonathan Creek: ¢ GA Mother/l)aufhter Overnight is a great 23-hour
retreat for moms and their first-through-third ‘igrade daugh-
ters. This summer, one overnight is scheduled for Monday

and Tuesday.

@ We are happy to have Joyce Paris, Ohig
Valley Association WMU director, as GA camp
director for the first two weeks of camp this
summer. Joyce is certified to teach K-4 and re-
ceived her degree from Western Kentucky Uni-
versity. A member of Grangertown Baptist
Church, she has been a part of WMU camp for 17

@ Kentucky WMU camp has gone co-ed! For one week,

Youth on Mission campers will attend special sem-

: ,ﬁ}grs early in the week and then lead a day cam
-in_the community at the end of the week. Yout

commonwealth is changing. No, summers. wiltalso do regular camp activities: swimming, rec-
pink-skinned people are not ; reation, worship, devotions, campfires, hiking and Bible study. Semi-
quite so predominant any more. ® Melissa Norris, Daviess McLean association- ‘. nars focusing on planning, leading and organizing mission trips and

But this is Kentucky. And it is
the place where God is
working—even among people
unlike many of us. So WWID?
What would Jesus do in the face
of all this change? He died for
these new Kentuckians. He loves
them. They are uprooted and
unsettled, needy and hungry for
the very stability the good news
of Jesus offers.

Yes, this is still Kentucky.
Let us, as Kingdom people, join
God in doing good works; let us
tell our new neighbors the good
news. Let us put aside fears and
frustrations we may feel with all
these changes. Let us help make
peace between different racial
groups during the challenging
days ahead. That’s what Jesus
would do.

al GA consultant for seven years, will serve as GA camp program
director for the first two weeks of camp and camp director for the
last week. Her love for children and missions is obvious in her
work these last five years as GA director at Walnut Memorial Bap-
tist Church in Owensboroand in her service at camp for six years.
She is currently pursuing an elementary education degree at Ken-
tucky Wesleyan College in Owensboro.

projects will be available for leaders.

It’s time to register for WMU summer camps

Week-long Camp: $84 per person. Mother/Daughter Overnight
Camp: $21 per person. Price includes meals, lodging and pro-
gram fees. Linens are not provided. For camp dates, registra-
tion and promotional materials, volunteer or paid staff applica-
tions, contact Kim Davis, Kentucky WMU Camp Specialist, P.O.
Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569. Local calls 244-6485,
in-state toll free calls (888) 254-5726, or e-mail:
KYWMUCAMP@juno.com. .

@ Beverly Winchester, a youth leader at Mt. Carmel Baptist
Church, will direct Acteens Camp at Jonathan Creek. She has served
five summers at camp and is looking forward to another. Her expe-
rience as a seventh and eighth grade math teacher and her previ-
.ous work at camp make her uniquely qualified to direct camp.

p at Jonathan Creek. At our
it e

s for Cedar Crest will be accepted until all positions are filled. Positions available include: assistant counselor,
kitchen coordinator, lifeguard and volunteer nurse which is usually 2 one week commitment. =~

To receive a copy of census
information listing the number of
culturally diverse people in your
county, contact your

March April
1-8 Week of Prayer for 4

25 GA/Children in Action

Missions Event

17-23 Associational Missions

Co-ed Organization Emphasis Week

associational WMU director. Home Missions/Annie Training, Elizabethtown 30 KBC SALT, First Baptist
Please remember to return your Armstrong Offering 24-25 Kentucky WMU Annual  May Church, Madisonville
Project HELP report form to 5-8 BNF National Annual Meeting, Louisville 15-16 Camp Staff Training,
your Associational WMU Meeting, Atlanta 24  BNF Dinner Jonathan Creek June

_ Director 67 Creative Ministries Fes- 24  Acteens/Youth on Mis- 7-8 WMU, SBC Annual Meet-

One might say that this is a state of
the union message—our Kentucky
Woman’s Missionary Union. Brenda
Price has done an effective job as In-
terim WMU Executive Director-Trea-
surer. She is providing good leader-
ship and has kept us moving. She is
to be commended for handling this
position so capably and keeping up
with her responsibility for GAs and
Mission Friends.

tival, Louisville

sion Dinner

15-16 KBC SALT, Cedarmore

ing, Salt Lake City, Utah

to pray for them in their search.

In our national WMU Executive

Board meeting in January we were giv-
en much to think about and to re-
spond to. Dellanna O’Brien reminded
us of the many changes related to the
development of computer technology.
We must factor into all our planning
the multiple contributions of comput-
ers in marketing, leadership training,
dissemination of information, the es-

" State of the union: What’s happening in Kentucky WMU

- giving to missions. ‘What will keep
this missions spirit alive is to provide
missions education for all ages.

0’Brien also reminded us that since
Sunbeams was launched a hundred
years ago, WMU has demonstrated its
concern for the development of indi-
viduals committed to a missions life-
style, beginning with our children.
Until recently we very nearly had a
corner on the Wednesday night time

Where. will the church find mis-
sions commitment and leadership?
Where will missions impact the lives
of youth that will result in their being
called as missionaries? Where will the
burden for a lost world be generated?
The responsibility for missions educa-
tion has to be the concern of all of us.
It seems imperative for those of us
who have grown up in the spiritual
and missions education nurturing of

Peggy Hicks Our accountant, Donna Dye, has tablishment of new audiences and the slot for missions education. age-level missions organizations, to
President been helpful and they work together formation of networks. Our Kentucky - She is right, for we are aware of become strong voices in our church
Kentucky WMU  well on budget preparation and other 'WMU Executive Board has begun to some churches that have opted for for the preservation of missions edu-

things that make the office run
smoothly. Our entire staff have exhib-
ited such a great team spirit. We have
been short-staffed during this time,

_ but have managed well. How grateful

I am for all of them and all that they
do. They each carry so much respon-
sibility.

The search committee for Execu-

tive Director-Treasurer is processing -

possible candidates for the position
and are moving effectively. Continue

address some of these areas for the
future of our work.

The future of missions in our indi-
vidual lives, and in the life of our
church and denomination has to be-
come 2 major concern for those of us
committed to missions. We have re-
joiced over the churches that have
gotten many of their members in-
volved in missions experiences. This
often results in a greater concern for
worldwide missions and praying and

AWANA or Teamkids. These both pro-
vide additional Bible education and
memorization that are good, but they
do not have a strong missions compo-
nent. There is no other opportunity
for missions education and experi-
ence. Many among this generation of
children and youth are growing up
with little or no knowledge of -SBC
missions. Our real concern is what will
be the results of the lack of missions
education.

cation. It is urgent for us to get seri-
ous about our missions responsibility.

Our annual meeting is planned to
create missions awareness, challenge,
‘and inspiration. See this as an oppor-
tunity to invite young women to expe-
rience what we are all about. Our
speakers, the breakout sessions, and
the music will be outstanding. You will
not want to miss a single session as
we encounter missions on the brink
of a new millennium.
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TIMISSIONS INFORMATION

Map to annual meeting

1-265 (Gene Snyder Freewav'

@ From 1-65 (Elizabethtown) at Exit 125, go east on Snyder Freeway, 23 miles to Exit 33, Go west
on Westport Road 1 mile; church is on the right. ® From 1-64 (Lexington): Turn north at Exit 19
on Snyder Freeway, go 8 miles to Exit 33, then west on Westport Road; church is 1 mile on the
right. @ From [-71, turn south on Snyder Freeway; take Brownsboro Road (Exit 35) to the right, -
pass the shopping center, turn left on Hurstbourne Parkway; church is on the left, a little more
than a mile. @ Suggested hotels are at Exit 15 or Exit 17 on I-64. Westﬁgvrt Road Baptist Church
is on the northeast corner of Westport Road and North Hurstbourne Parkway. :

Create a Float for NAC

Co-ed training registration
Please check the session you wish to attend: _____ Elizabethtown 8 Richmohd

Church Name
Association
Street Address
City, State & Zip
Person completing registration form
Daytime phone number

Names of peréons you are régister;ng. Please circle workshqp parti,ciparit will attend

| Name s oy s ___ " Children in Action Youth on Mission Adults on Mission

E "'Naime» Lo : _- Ci}ildrén inAcﬁori 'Youth;m Missiori Adults on Mission - :

| _ Name' : o dhat ':Children in ‘Action .You'thion_ Nﬁésibn'Adultg on Mission e  ' ‘
Nt e _ Children in Action Youth on Mission Adults on Mission g

Total Amount Enclosed (# of participants X $5)=__

Please sen “onr ~ompleted registration form élong with your check to: Kentucky WMU, P. 0. Box |
436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569. | %
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Hotels for WMU annual meetine [N

Wilson Inn East Microtel Comfort Suites Hotel

9802 Bunsen Way 1221 Kentucky Mills Lane 1850 Resource Way

Louisville, KY 40299 Louisville, KY 40299 Louisville, KY 40299

(502) 4990000 (502) 2666590 §502) 266-6509

$47 + tax double - 1-888-333-8188 69 + tax flat rate

$57 +tax suite $55.95 + tax double cut-off date 4/1/98

cut-off date 3/24/98 $40.95 + tax single

use code - KWM cut-off date 4/1/98 Travelodge, Hursthourne
9340 Blairwood Road

Louisville Mariott East Hampton Inn Louisville, KY 40222

1903 Embassy Square Blvd 1902 Embassy Square Blvd. .§502) 425-8010

Louisville, KY Louisville KY 40299 40 + tax flat rate

(502) 499-6220 (502) 491-2577 cut-off date 3/24/98

$79 + tax flat rate $69 + tax flat rate )

cut-off date 4/10/98 Holiday Inn Hurstbourne

Club Hotel Double Tree 1325 Hurstbourne Lane

Fairfield Inn 9700 Bluegrass Parkway  Louisville, KY 40222

9400 Blairwood Road Louisville, KY 40299 gSOZ) 426-2600

Louisville, KY 40222 §502) 491-4830 79 + tax flat rate

(502) 339-1900 79 + tax flat rate cut-off date 4/10/98

$67 + tax flat rate cut-off date 3/25/98 -

cut-off date 3/24/98 Days Inn
1850 Embassy Square Blvd.
Louisville KY 40299

When making hotel reservations, please state that you §502) 491-1040

are with Kentucky Woman'’s Missionary Union in order  $45.95 + tax flat rate

to receive the listed rate. cut-off date 4/1/98

Bapist Nursing Fellowship

Polly Haigler, National Baptist Nursing Fellowship president, will be the
featured speaker at a dinner meeting at Westport Road Baptist Churth in
Louisville on Agril 24, The meeting will begin at 5 p.m. To register, com-
plete the form below and send to KY WMU, P. 0. Box 436569, Louisville,
- KY 40253-6569 by April 10. Include a check for $7 per person made
payable to Kentucky WMU. No refunds will be available after April 17.

~ Name _

Church
Association

For additionaI reservations, please reproduce this form.

Acteens/Youth on Mission Dinner '

Friday, April 24, 5 p.m. (EDT)
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville

All Kentucky Acteens, Acteens advisory, Youth on Mission leaders, and
teens are invited. Cost: $7 per person. Use this form to make reserva-
tions:

Please make reservations for people.
Total amount enclosed $ ;
Person sending reservation:
Home address:

Church:

Association:

Daytime phone number:

Reservations must be in the Kentucky WMU office by April 10. No re-
funds after April 17. Make checks payable to Kentucky WMU. Mail to:
Acteens/Youth on Mission Dinner; Kentucky WMU; P.0. Box 436569;
Louisville, KY 40253-6569 ) ' :

WHI national annual



Homosexuality debhate could
create ‘schism’

DALLAS (RNS)—The issue of
homosexuality is so divisive within
the United Methodist Church it could
“harbor the danger of explicit disuni-
ty or schism,” according to a new
church report expected to be finalized
early this month. ;

The draft document, titled “In
Search of Unity,” was prepared Feb.
19-20 during a “theological dialogue”
in Dallas that included 23 participants
who expressed a wide range of views
on homosexuality, according to Unit-
ed Methodist News Service.

It now has been handed over to a
four-member steering committee for
final editing and is expected to be re-
leased in early March.

“We’re all weary of being preoc-

cupied with the issue of homosexual-
ity, but that is the issue the church is
preoccupied with, and to ignore that
is to ignore what is going on out there
in the church,” said Maxie Dunnam,
president of Asbury Theological Sem-
inary in Wilmore and a member of the
steering committee.

“We believe we may experience
substantive disagreement around a
variety of theological faith (issues);
the meaning of the incarnation; and
our views of the saving work of

for Methodists

Christ, to name a few,” the paper
states.

“All these arise out of differing
understanding of Scriptural authority
and revelation. However, in this doc-
ument, we have turned to the practice
of homosexuality as illustrative of our
divergence because it is one of the
most visible presenting issues in Unit-
ed Methodism today.”

Both viewpoints on the role of gays
in the life of the church are presented
in the paper, which describes “‘com-
patibilists” as those who believe that
a diversity of views on the issue can
coexist within the denomination and
“incompatibilists” as those who are
convinced such conflicting views
make it “unfaithful, impractical, or
unadvisable” to remain in the same
denomination.

The issue touches virtually every
aspect of Methodist life because the
denomination has adopted a statement
declaring homosexuality “incompati-
ble with Christian teaching” and- bar-
ring the use of any church funds for
projects that might promote homosex-
uality. In addition, a church trial is
expected to begin this month involv-
ing a Nebraska pastor who performed
a same-sex blessing ceremony.

_ Conrerence on Culcs

Witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses
Witnessing to the New Age Movement

Witnessing to the Occult
Witnessing to Mormons

Monday, March 23, 1998 - Mid-Continent Bible College
7:00 - 9:15 p.m. (CDT) 99 Powell Rd. East, Mayfield
Tuesday, March 24, 1998 - First Baptist Church, Madisonville
7:00 - 9:15 p.m. (CDT) 246 North Main St., Madisonville

Partially Funded By:
g}rﬁﬁgggﬁg Sponsored by:
OFFERING Office _for
Lt Yo o Evangelism,
Afﬂa/ ¢ : > Kentucky Baptist
BB OKEN : Paul Blizard Don Metcalf .
- Convention,
Jehovah’s Witnesses New Age Movement 3
R Bill Jaggers,
' Consultant
ACTEEN
Leaders note:
YOUR GIVING This is a StudiAct
MAKES THE . :
DIFFERENCE & 1L Requirement

Mormons

Jack Oliver

| anny Zickefose |

The Occult
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Courts recently
have ruled that
donations to
churches are not
protected from
creditors because
church
contributors do not
receive anything of
reasonably
equivalent value in
exchange.

- religious ord
~ About 80 Cat
have taken SL

Bill seeks to protect churches from seized offerings

By Kenny Byrd
Baptist Joint Committee

WASHINGTON (ABP)—Fed-
eral bankruptcy laws must be re-
formed to avert an “avalanche” of
lawsuits demanding churches for-
feit contributions given by individ-
uals who later file bankruptcy, wit-
nesses told lawmakers at a Feb. 12
hearing on a pending bill in Con-
gress.

The Religious Liberty and Char-
itable Donation Protection Act is
sponsored by Sen. Charles Grassley,
R-Iowa, and Rep. Ron Packard, R-
Calif. It would bar bankruptcy
courts from confiscating contribu-
tions to religious organizations and
other charities to pay creditors.

The measure would protect con-
tributions up to 15 percent of the
debtor’s annual income or more if
the debtor can show giving more
than 15 percent to charities has been
a consistent practice. It also would
allow religious or charitable contri-
butions to be included in the budget
of a debtor after bankruptcy has
been filed.

Courts recently have ruled that
donations to churches are not pro-
tected from creditors because church
contributors do not receive anything
of reasonably equivalent value in
exchange.

So-called “fraudulent transfers”
are forbidden in bankruptcy law to
protect creditors against debtors giv-
ing away money to avoid paying
their debts.

But sponsors of the bill and reli-
gious leaders told the House Sub-
committee on Commercial and Ad-
ministrative Law that courts have
misinterpreted portions of the bank-

.| ruptey code in applying them to

charitable gifts.

NATIONAL UTES
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“Many of our churches and char-
ities across this country live hand to
mouth,” Packard said. “What comes
into the collection plate on one day
is usually spent the next.

“When a creditor is allowed to
sue a church or charity in order to
recover a donation made possibly
months earlier, the church or chari-
ty is usually put in a position of
hardship,” he said.

Stephen Goold, senior pastor of
Crystal Evangelical Free Church,
said his church’s six-year battle to
keep $13,450 in tithes given by a
couple during the year before they
filed for bankruptcy “was the first
in what has become hundreds of bad
applications of good law.”

Goold told lawmakers the church
has spent more than $300,000 in the
protracted legal battle, which is still
pending.

But Stephen Case, speaking on
behalf of the National Bankruptcy
Conference, opposed the bill. He
said Congress “should not slice up
our fraudulent transfer laws with
special-interest exceptions, no mat-
ter how deserving the special-inter-
ests groups may be.”

Case also said the bill would cre-
ate “an opportunity for persons fil-
ing personal bankruptcy to stop off
at the local charity and make a do-
nation on their way to file bankrupt-
cy.”

A scholar of constitutional law
disagreed.

“If I understand federal bankrupt-
cy laws, why would I drop off mon-
ey at a charity on my way to the
courthouse? I could drop it off in my
retirement plan and then I could
keep it,” said Douglas Laycock, pro-
fessor at the University of Texas
Law School in Austin.

The current law already allows

courts to recover donations made to
delay or hinder a creditor, he noted.

“If I’ve been going on for years
putting five dollars in the collection
plate and all the sudden, before I file
for bankruptcy, I clean out my last
account and give 15 percent of my
last year’s income to my church, the
trustee and the bankruptcy judge
will look at the timing, the amount,
the circumstances, the change in
pattern and say ... ‘you had the ac-
tual intent to defraud your credi-
tors,”” Laycock said.

“So the fraud scenario is not go-
ing to happen,” Laycock said.
“What is going to happen is that the
routine demand that churches refund
contributions ... will come to an
end.”

Laycock said the fact that “courts
cannot constitutionally quantify the
value of religious benefits and ser-
vices does not mean that these ser-
vices have no value.”

Steven McFarland, director of

the Christian Legal Society’s Cen-
ter for Law and Religious Freedom,
said creditors have not been similar-
ly able to recover funds spent at en-
tertainment facilities such as casi-
nos.

“The bankruptcy code must be
amended out of simple fairness to
the church. Presently, a debtor can
blow all [his or her] money on wine,
women and dance the night before
filing bankruptcy and the creditor
cannot recover that money,” McFar-
land told Associated Baptist Press
after the hearing.

“In fact, the only place they can
recover money is the church,” he
added.

Some creditors are handing out
credit cards “before you even ask for
them,” McFarland said. “So don’t
cry to me when one of these guys
goes bankrupt. The church—what
are they going to do? Run credit
checks when they pass the offering
plate?”

o
N
)

20’ to 37’ Buses by Champion

Motor Coach Inc.

GHURCH BUSES |

(Ask about our rental bus program)
* 12 to 43 adult capacity
 Used buses for sale—We buy used buses
 Guaranteed buy-back program

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC

328 Southgate Court
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

www.carpenterbus.com

Crusader: 15-passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with rear storage compartment)
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6th Annual

Georgetown
Pastor’s

Conference

at the
Leadership Center
of
Georgetown College

Theme:
Preparing for
a New
Millennium

April 27-29, 1998

~ (Monday evening—
Wednesday morning)

Keynote Speaker:
Nancy Ammerman

Bible Teacher:
Peter Rhea Jones

Other Speakers:
Andy Lester
George Hunter, III
John Killinger
Nikky Finney, Poet
Bill Crouch

Registration fee: $50

For information
or registration, contact:
Elaine Suderman
(502) 863-1537

Sponsored by:
Georgetown College
400 East College Street
Georgetown, Kentucky

403241696

William H. Crouch, Jr.
President

Evangelicals called to prayer and fasting

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.

~ (RNS)—It may seem a hard sell: ask-

ing Americans to fast and pray for 40

~ days, not unlike Jesus in the wilder-
. ness.

But Bill Bright, the evangelical

. Christian leader who founded Cam-

pus Crusade for Christ International,

. believes more than 2 million Ameri-
~ cans will do just that this month.

Bright and other evangelical lead-
ers are calling on Christians to “pray
America back to God” in a nationwide

| fast from March 1 to April 9, a period
~ overlapping much of the season of

Lent—the 40-weekday period be-
tween Ash Wednesday and Easter.
Bright and other evangelical lead-

. ers believe the nation’s moral fabric
. has all but disintegrated and a major
~ spiritual revival is needed to reverse

the decline.
In such a revival, “Churches will

| be filled, people will begin to experi-

ence the love of God in a special way,”
Bright said. “When a revival comes,
darkness will be dispelled.”

Bright said he sees signs of that
revival already.

He cited Promise Keepers’ success
in gathering hundreds of thousands of
men in prayer at the “Stand.in the
Gap” rally in Washington, D.C., last
year. He said intensive prayer, repen-
tance and fasting still are needed.

“Throughout history, whenever
there is something really seriously
wrong, or a desperate need arises, God
seems to raise up people to fast and
pray,” Bright said in an interview.

Bright likens fasting’s effect on

prayer to the atomic bomb’s effect on
World War II—it brings just as dra-
matic a result. “Fasting with prayer
opens the floodgates of heaven.”

Pray USA!, the organization coor-
dinating the fast, recently sent letters
to 250,000 Christian leaders and pas-
tors to promote the fast.

Fasting is more frequently associ-
ated with Roman Catholicism, Ortho-
dox Christianity, Judaism and Islam.
Its new popularity among evangelicals
is due in part to Bright, who has writ-
ten extensively about his own fasting
experiences.

Bright said when he did his first
40-day fast in 1994, “God impressed
upon me that our nation was losing its
soul. With all our wealth and power,
we have become morally and spiritu-
ally bankrupt.”

He said God called him to fast at
that time for the United States, and for
the fulfillment of “the Great Commis-
sion,” Christ’s command to take
Christianity to all nations. Bright said
during his fast, God revealed that a
great spiritual revival would occur.

Bright said the year 2000 has di-
vine significance and God is prepar-
ing to pour out “his spirit on the world
in a way that’s never happened be-
fore.” Bright said he views the fast as
an opportunity for Christians to draw
closer to “the great heart of God,” to
unite in experiencing the most pow-
erful of all the Christian disciplines,
to humble themselves before their
Creator. .

Ken Hepner, pastor of Mechanics-
burg Brethren in Christ Church in

A sure sign that
its time for you)

to visit ourgl
retirement resic

Mechanicsburg, Pa., said he tells con-
gregants fasting can take a variety of
forms: abstaining from all food, tak-
ing only juices and other liquids, eat-
ing just one meal a day or abstaining
from particular foods.

Hepner, who said he did three ex-
tended fasts last year, said fasting can
be physically grueling. But when you
deny your body food, he said, you can
feel your hunger for God. And you
learn your strength to endure comes
not from yourself but from God.

Fasting shows “the spirit of God is
really the strength of the Christian,”
Hepner said.

Southern Baptist pastor Ronnie
Floyd has become one of the most
outspoken advocates of fasting in
Baptist circles. Floyd, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Springdale, Ark.,
said he began to fast one day a week
in 1990, when his wife was diagnosed
with cancer, which she survived.

Floyd said he completed his first
40-day fast in 1995 and repeated that
discipline in 1996. “Prayer and fast-
ing have been a gateway through
which God has done many marvelous
and wonderful things in my life, my
family’s lives and my ministry,” he
said. “T have resolved that I will not
face a major decision in the future that
affects my personal life, my family or
my ministry without first seeking the
Lord’s will and purpose through
prayer and fasting.”

Materials for PrayUSA! *98 can be
ordered by calling (888) 327-8464.

- With additional reporting by Baptist
Press

Here’s the rare opportunity to get in on the ground floor of a wonderful new
retirement residence. To take advantage of it, you simply have to visit Oxmoor Lodge
now, while we’re still building. You'll get to choose from a wide variety of floor plans.
And if you see an apartment you love, a refundable $100 deposit will reserve it. At
Oxmoor Lodge, there are no leases or buy-in fees. Your monthly rent brings you these
benefits: ¢ Three home-cooked meals a day ¢ Housekeeping & linen service e Paid
utilities ¢ Local transportation ¢ Resident Managers e Planned activities

For the best apartments and views, hurry over to Oxmoor Lodge before it’s too late.

Gracious Retirement Living

Oxmoor Lodge

8021 Christian Court ¢ Louisville, Kentucky 40222

Holidhy Retirement Corp. — Serving Seniors Since 1971 -

(502) 425-2402
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Bill Bright and
other evangelical
leaders are calling
on Christians to
“pray America
back to God” in a
nationwide fast
from March 1 to
April 9, a period
overlapping much
of the season of
Lent.
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Texas Baptists shun gay deacon’s church

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

DALLAS (ABP)—The Baptist
General Convention of Texas has dis-
tanced itself from an Austin church
that ordained a homosexual as a dea-
con.

The state convention’s executive
board voted Feb. 24 no longer to ac-
cept contributions from University
Baptist Church in Austin. The board
also asked the church to stop publish-
ing materials indicating it is affiliated
with the state convention.

The action additionally called on
the convention to decline funds from
“any other church which openly en-
dorses moral views in conflict with
biblical teaching.”

While the rebuke is intended to
separate the convention from the
church, the only mechanism for an
official ouster is to refuse to seat mes-
sengers at the state convention’s an-
nual meeting.

The Austin congregation has not
sought to enroll messengers at the
convention since 1995, the year it or-
dained a gay deacon.

That fall, the church was removed
from Austin Association, and the state
convention created a committee to
consider whether to amend its consti-
tution to ban churches that ordain ho-
mosexuals.

In 1996, the BGCT declined to
amend its constitution, noting the con-
vention’s credentials  committee: al-
ready had authority to refuse seating
to messengers from churches per-

Hall of famers
By Robert Dunston

On Saturday, Feb. 21, Cumber-
land College inducted five individ-
uals into the Cumberland College
Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame.

David Keith Banks, played golf
for Cumberland College from 1981
to 1986 winning 16 tournaments.
Three times he won the Kentucky
Independent College
Tournament and was se-
lected four times as. All-
KIAC. Following gradu-

- served as the NAIA representative

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

the men’s and women’s National
Championships eight times. The
1984, 1988 and 1992 Olympic
teams featured Cumberland judo
team members with one winning a .
bronze medal. Three times Helvey
was honored as National Collegiate
Judo Coach of the Year. He also

on the Olympic Committee and as
coach of the World Uni-
versity Games.

Soni Smith was the
first Cumberland College

ation, Banks played suc-
cessfully on the Hogan
and Canadian profession-
al tours and taught at
David Ledbetter Golf
Academy in Orlando,
Florida.

James Crawford,

basketball player to score
2,000 career points. Sev-
en of the records she set
at Cumberland still stand
including single-game
scoring and scoring in a
season. Her awards in-
clude being honored as

| played basketball at
Cumberland College in the early
1980’s helping his team win the
1980 district championship. That
same year he was selected as KIAC
Player of the Year. The following
year he was All-KIAC and All-Dis-
trict. Twice he scored 35 points per
game and three times gathered 17
rebounds in a game. Crawford
toured for a time with the NAIA
All-Stars team in Australia and cur-
rently plays for the Perth Wildcats.

Dr. O.J. “Doc” Helvey founded
Cumberland’s judo program. In
1970 the team won its first major
tournament and would go on to win
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All-Conference, All-Dis-
trict and All-American.

Wade “Scotty” Perkins played
basketball for Cumberland' from
1946 to 1948 finishing his academ-
ic career at Georgia Teachers Col-
lege. In 1951 the New York Knicks
drafted Perkins, and in 1954 he was
selected for the U.S. team for the
Pan Am Games. He has been hon-
ored once as Georgia Junior Col-
lege Coach of the Year and twice
as Regional Coach of the Year.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

ceived to deviate from standard faith
and practice.

However, the convention approved
a statement saying homosexual prac-
tice is “contrary to God’s purposes
and thus sinful” and “in conflict with
the Bible.”

The issue resurfaced last fall, when
convention leaders learned the church
listed its affiliation with the BGCT on
the Internet while also reporting the
church has ordained a gay deacon and
news about a homosexual group that
meets at the church.

In early February, the BGCT ad-
ministrative committee voted unani-
mously to present the recommenda-
tion considered by the executive board
Feb. 24.

Two factors shaped that decision,
reported administrative committee
chairman Charles Davenport, pastor
of First Baptist Church in Tulia.

“The convention clearly has spo-
ken on the issue of homosexuality,”
Davenport said, through the 1996
statement and other resolutions.

In addition, the Austin church
“clearly affirms a position—through
the election of a homosexual as dea-
con and through public media—that

is in conflict with the convention po- °

sition,” he said.

“If the church was simply minis-
tering to the homosexual community,
we could commend them for their ef-
fort,” Davenport insisted. “But clear-
ly, their position goes beyond minis-
try to-homosexual ‘persons-and be-
comes an affirmation of their prac-
tice:?

Although the church has an “au-
tonomous right” to determine its min-
istries, “we need to remember that the
convention also is an autonomous
body and has the right and responsi-
bility to determine those who will par-
ticipate,” he added.

The action is not “singling out ho-
mosexual persons for particular con-
demnation,” Davenport said. He en-
couraged Texas Baptists to “lovingly
minister to them and their families in
the same way we minister to all per-
sons.”

Larry Bethune, the church’s pas-
tor, pleaded with the board to defeat
the proposal.

“It sends one more damaging,
damning message to homosexual per-
sons and their families,” he said. The
action sounds “a message that can
only be heard as hatred in the name of
Christ.

“You may not all agree with the
way our church ministers with gays
and lesbians and their families—in
fact, we don’t all agree at UBC—but
we are creating one of the few safe
places for your Baptist homosexual
children to work out their salvation
with fear and trembling,” he said.

The proposal also should be defeat-
ed because “it’s not Baptist,” since it
overrules the autonomy of an individ-
ual congregation, Bethune added.

“Will we require all churches to
agree on a matter of biblical interpre-
tation?” Bethune asked. “If so, how
long will the list be, or is this the only
issue which will be used like a creed
as a test of orthodoxy?”

Eastern Kentucky -
Southern Kentucky -
Western Kentucky

‘I was a
stranger and
you took me in."

Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children needs foster
parents to care for
children who have been
abused and neglected.
Training, ongoing support
and compensation are
provided.

Call the office nearest you!

South Central Kentucky -

or call 1-800-456-1 386 toll free!
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children %

Internet - http://www.iglou. com/kbhc/

_ Matthew 25:35

(800) 952-3724
(606) 478-3200

(606) 677-1008
 (502) 825 2191
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Future in question for aII-vqunteer Promlse Keepers

Vlrgmla Culver
Religion News Service

DENVER (RNS)—Experts on
Christian marketing and fund rais-
ing predict tough times ahead for
Promise Keepers in the wake of the
organization’s decision to become
completely donation-based.

Meanwhile, founder Bill Mc-
Cartney recently told a group of pas-
tors that he believes God wants ev-

~ery Christian church to contribute
$1,000 to the evangelical Christian
men’s group.

The Denver-based minstry said
Feb. 18 it will lay off its entire 345
paid staff members March 31 and
continue operations with volunteers.

“It’s a step of faith, because even
though it may not make sense on pa-
per, it makes spiritual sense,” said
Mark DeMoss, whose organization
has done public relations work for
Promise Keepers. “I think it’s cer-
tainly possible they can bounce
back, or possibly not bounce back.”

DeMoss’ agency represented
Promise Keepers for the past three
years, but their contract ended Jan.
31 primarily because of the minis-
try’s financial problems.

“Quitting cold turkey like this is

up. for debate, and this will put ‘the
organization in a tight squeeze,” said
Paul Nelson, president of the Evan-
gelical Council for Financial Ac-
countability, a kind of Better Busi-
ness Bureau for evangelical organi-
zations.

“But there’s a lot of good will out
there and Promise Keepers has been
good for the country,” Nelson said,
so the organization can be optimis-
tic about getting donors.

Everyone in the organization—
from founder Bill McCartney on
down—will now receive no salaries
or honorariums because leaders feel
they can attract more men—espe-
cially “lukewarm Christians or non-
Christians”—if there is no charge
for attending events.

Until last fall, Promise Keepers
charged $60 for the stadium events
they held around the country. But
leaders announced then they would
no longer charge admission, even
though 72 percent of their income
had come from registration fees.

Promise Keepers gets good
marks from the Washington, D.C.-
based Evangelical Council for Fi-
nancial Accountability, which acts
as a watchdog to make sure its mem-
bers adhere to the ECFA rules for

Celebrate the

Senior Adult Celebrations

ears

* Guests include:

* George

Kurt Kaiser

phil
waldrep
evangelistic

Mountain Top
CONFERENCES association _

LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
September 7-10

WILLIAMSBURG VIRGINIA
September 21-24

PIGEON FORGE, TENNESSEE
Sept. 28-Oct. 1 * Oct. 26-29 * Nov. 2-5

Beverly Shea

Willard Scott
Art Linkletter
Jerry Clower

* All guests do not appear at every conference.

...and many others

Call for Free Im‘ormo‘non |

1998

1-800-475-0819

Celebrate with us this Autumn!

UNCERTAINTY Leaders are unsure how
many staff will hold on at ministry’s
headquarters as volunteers. (RNS photo)

evangelical non-profits.

He said his organization knew in
advance what Promise Keepers
planned. “Their board members are
highly reputable and they have net-
worked with people on this to get ad-
vice,” he said. However, his organi-
zation gives no advice.

“It will take an awful lot of dona-
tions to fuel this operation,” said Nel-
son. He declined to say how much
Promise Keepers officials earned, but
added, “There are no obscene sala-
ries.”

McCartney proposed a new way of
receiving donations in a speech Feb.
19 at a Promise Keepers clergy con-
ference in St. Petersburg, Fla.

“What I’m going to say right now
is hard, but I believe it’s what God has
given me to say,” McCartney told the
audience of 3,000, according to the St.
Petersburg Times. “I believe that ev-
ery church that names the name of
Jesus is supposed‘to give Promise.
Keepers $1,000.”

Fund raising for any group, secu-
lar or religious, isn’t easy, said Sylvia
Ronsvalle, executive vice president of
empty tomb inc., a Chicago organiza-
tion that researches church giving.

“Churches are at a crossroads.
Americans no longer give to church-
es because it’s the right thing to do,”
said Ronsvalle. “The idea of the cul-
turally good American giving to
church and charities has been eroded.
Now the attitude is, ‘What’s in it for
me?’ Guilt no longer wor

DeMoss said Promise Keepers has
made a “dramatic reversal” in its op-
eration, an “overnight approach, rath-
er than a gradual shift,” such as just
cutting registration fees in half.

“By now they would have collect-
ed several million dollars in advance
registration for this year’s events,” he
said. “One of the dangers of success
for a ministry is when it has the per-
ception of being cash rich. People read
about that in the newspapers and view
the organization as rich. But the mon-
ey came in and went out. There was
no extra.”

Money-raising efforts will have to
make that clear to donors, he said.
“It’ll take a while for the word to sink
in.”

DeMoss said hesprobably wouldn’t
have come up with the donor-based
system for Promise Keepers, “but if I
had been on the board, I have so much
respect for Bill McCartney and his
genuine devotion to following God’s
leading that I would have supported
this decision.”

“Investing should be like a gar-
den. Each year, you plant a few
things, you harvest a few things. But
you should never uproot the whole
garden at once. Somethmg should
always be in bloom.”

While I am not a gardener, I
found this Shelby Davis analogy in
the December. 1995 issue of Mon-
ey magazine rmade sense.

A growing number of
Kentucky Baptist
churches are becoming
aware of the excellent
church investment man-
agement service of the
Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation. More and more
churches and associa-
tions are using this ser-
vice, and I would consid-
erita privilege to present
the details to the appro-

priate group in your Barry Iln

Investing and gardening

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

in activities inconsistent with the
principles of our Christian faith,
flexibility in selecting an investment
approach to meet your specific ob-
jectives, diversification, timely and
dependable income distributions,
informative reporting and indepen-
dent third-party performance mea-
surement to monitor the investment
performance of the manager.

By using our service,
your church will be re-
lieved of day-to-day in-
vestment research, anal-
ysis, decision-making,
transacting and reporting
requirements. It becomes
the beneficiary of the
foundation’s special and
sincere interest in provid-
ing the very best for an-
other member of our
Kentucky Baptist family.

Last year our invest-

church. There is no cost
or obligation for the 45- to 60-
minute presentation. i
Churches are realizing they have
not fulfilled their stewardship re-
sponsibility. The foundation exists
to assist churches in being more ef-
fective stewards of those kinds of
resources entrusted to them.
Among the hallmarks of our
program are the superior perfor-
mance of a professional investment
manager at a reduced cost, restric-
tions which assure no investments
will be made in companies engaged

ment returns were 36.1
percent for stocks and 9.2 percent
for fixed income. Our three-year
annualized returns were 32.5 per-
cent for stocks and 10.7 percent for
fixed income. Our five-year annu-
alized returns were 29.3 percent for
stocks and 7.7 percent for fixed in-
come.

Call (888) 254-5701 to arrange
a presentation.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.
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PK schedule
released
for 1998

Despite financial
setbacks that have
resulted in laying off the
entire paid staff of
Promise Keepers, the
organization has -
announced its schedule
of stadium conferences
for 1998.

“The conferences will
be free, rather than
costing $60 per person
as in previous years.

The planned dates
and locations are:

1 May 15-16, Detroit.

1 May 22-23, Little
Rock, Ark.

B May 22-23, Los
Angeles.

0 June 5-6, Fresno,
Calif.

B June 12-13, St.
Petersburg, Fla.

§ June 12-13,
Knoxville, Tenn.

B June 19-20,
Columbia, Mo.

# July 10-11,
Philadelphia.

1 July 17-18,
Minneapolis.

B July 24-25,
Indianapolis.

i July 31-Aug. 1,
Eugene, Ore.

B Aug. 7-8, Omaha,
Neb.

B Aug. 14-15, Grand
Rapids, Mich.

0 Aug. 21-22,
Houston.

B Sept. 18-19,
Tucson, Ariz.

¥ Sept. 25-26,
Milwaukee.

B Oct. 2-3, Columbia,
S.C.

1 Oct. 9-10, Colorado
Springs, Colo.

B Oct. 9-10,
Sacramento, Galif.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific

5 needs related to
Kentucky Baptist

partnerships with Russia

and New England:

B Thanksgiving that
International Service
Corps missionary Lori
Milburn in Tambov,
Russia, is no longer
homesick.

M The Ivanosova,
Moscow, church where
International Service
Carps volunteer Joyce
Arkebauer is a member.

B The 20 projects
planned for this final
year of the Kentucky/
Russia partnership.

M Preparations for the
Kentucky/New England
partnership trip to
Greece, April 25-May 9.

M English as Second
Language teachers
needed in Baptist
ministries at
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology in
Cambridge.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Camp-
bellsville University recently named
Joan McKinney director of public
relations and marketing. McKinney
previously was news writer, public
relations assistant and assistant di-
rector. Also, Nancy Money of Hod-
genville has been appointed direc-
tor of development.

B FISHERVILLE—Green Hills
Church will host David Livingston,
pastor of Gethsemane Church in
Louisville, in concert March 6 at 7

a.m.
B FALMOUTH—Turner Ridge
Church will hold revival services
March 29-April 3 at 7 pm. Todd
Toole, pastor of Hickory Grove
Church in Independence, will be the
evangelist. Norman Workman is
pastor.

B FRANKFORT—Crestwood
Church called Richard Long as
minister of youth. Long began his
new ministry March 1.

B GEORGETOWN—Nancy and
Chip Miller of Louisville spoke to
more than 150 students at George-
town College recently on “The Hu-
man Face of AIDS.” The Millers
told of their experiences and those
of their son, Stephen who died of
the disease in 1989. The presenta-
tion was sponsored by the George-
town College Marshall Center for
Christian Ministry.

B LOUISVILLE—Ridgewood

Church is presenting a family forum
series on parenting concepts March
8 at 6 p.m., led by Pastor Louis Tw-
yman, certified marriage and fami-
ly therapist. Call (502) 935-1952 for
information and registration.

B McDANIELS—Rough River
Church will host Mark Lanier in a
gospel music concert March 15 at 6
p.m. George Tichenor is pastor.

B MIDDLEBURG—Middleburg
Church recently called Tim Roberts
as pastor. He previously was pastor
at Pilot Church in Eubank. -

B PHILPOT—Dawson Church or-
dained Robert Cook to the deacon
ministry Feb. 15. Cralg Bratcher is
pastor.

B POOLE—Poole Church will cel-
ebrate its 150th anniversary March
15. Former pastors W.C. Campbell
and Melvin Williams will speak at
the all-day event. Revival services
will be led by Bob Walters, Alan
Kazee and Chris Reynolds March
16-20. Call Pastor Jeff Burke at
(502) 639-9165 or (502) 533-9993
for more information.

B SCOTTSVILLE—Scottsville
Church honored Jeanne Hurt on
her retirement March 1 after serv-
ing 31 years as church secretary.

B WALKER—Walker Missionary
Church will celebrate its 50th anni-
versary June 14. William Mixon is
pastor. For more information, call
(606) 546-4286.

Religious class injunction appealed

FORT MEYERS, Fla. (RNS)—
The School District of Lee County,
Fla., has appealed an injunction by
a federal judge who blocked its
plans to offer an elective course on
the New Testament.

Wayne Perry, public information
officer for the district, which is
based in Fort Myers, said the appeal
was filed Feb. 19.

“The appeal has been filed, but
if they reach a settlement, they will
withdraw the appeal,” he said.

District officials have been at-
tempting to negotiate with a group
of parents and other county residents
who are concerned that the curricu-
lum violates the separation of
church and state.

About 150 students at seven of
the district’s eight high schools are
enrolled in the controversial Bible
history classes.

U.S. District Judge Elizabeth Ko-

vachevich decided Jan. 20 to permit
the first of two courses, which cov-
ers the Old Testament, to be taught.

- But the judge questioned wheth-
er the second course, which includes
the New Testament teachings on
miracles and Jesus’ resurrection, can
be taught as secular history.

The Old Testament classes, which
started Jan. 22, are being videotaped
so plaintiffs in the lawsuit can see how
the instruction is being handled.

Perry said teachers are supposed to
treat the Bible’s discussion of events
as “one account of a historical fact but
not a literal account.”

He said teachers were concerned
about the cameras, but have begun
adjusting to their presence.

“The first week or two, they were
very conscious of the cameras and so
were the students,” he said. “Now that
they’ve been doing it for a while, it’s
not quite a distraction.”

Family Life Conferences Offered

March 20 & 21

Three family life confe ~ces are being offered by Henderson Memorial Church
in Hopkinsville. These are: 1. Single Parenting; 2. Parenting; and 3. Marriage
Enrichment. Topics include: Room Cleaning 101-How to Involve Teens; Hi,
Bill, meet Sue, you know, your wife; Child Discipline—What works, no designer
jeans please; I can’t do this alone—A single parent lament; and others. Bonus
conference for military spouses included. Dr. Ron Mumbower, head of family
life and help ministry at FBC, Jackson, Miss., will lead. Ron was recently
published in the Jan. 18 issue of “Pursuits” teacher’s Sunday school lesson. .

Call (502) 886-3225 for free brochure.

i
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Senior night, part 1

It is that time of the year when we begin to
think about graduation. About 60 of our students
will graduate in May. Some have been here seven
years, while others have come just this year.

We had our final home basketball game last
week. This is always “Senior Night,” and our stu-
dents are even more pumped up for the game than
usual. It is also a time to honor those seniors who
have been a part of our winter sports and co-cur-
ricular activities, including basketball swimming,
cheerleading and band.

Chris is the most senior of the seniors. Chris
came to Oneida from Texas in 1992
when he was repeating sixth grade. We
were told Chris was “very friendly and
never.met a stranger” and “always

- Oneida again. He believed he would be a lot safer

THIS IS
ONEIDA

in band, drama and swimming, and he is a Baptist
Student Union leader. He plans to attend a col-
lege in Texas this fall.

Mike came to Oneida in 1993 in the seventh
grade. Like Chris, Mike was struggling academi-
cally. Mike admits to being lazy and has never
made the grades he is capable of making. He de-
cided to return to public school his freshman year.
A serious car accident requiring more than 300
stitches in his head caused him to think about

here, so he returned for the second semester. Mike
has been involved in baseball, basket-
ball, drama and wrestling at Oneida. He
will graduate with about a 2.5 grade
point average.

wants to please.” His parents said Chris
was a pleasant child but had always
struggled with grades. They believed
smaller classes and more individual at-
tention would be a big help academi-
cally. We tested Chris and came to the
same conclusion. Chris just missed be-
ing on the honor roll the first quarter of
the sixth grade, but made the honor roll
the rest of the year and finished witha
3.75 grade point average. He did so well

W.F. Underwood

Andy also came to Oneida in the
seventh grade. We were told Andy had
a “hot temper, low self-esteem,” was -
“rebellious and belligerent.” He also
was making failing grades, but his par-
ents believed he could do much better.
His grades did improve and Andy had
a 2.88 grade point average by the end
of the eighth grade. Improvements in
the other areas were not as good.

For various reasons, Andy did not

his parents kept him home the next year
to see if he could do as well there.

As happens so many times, his grades began a
downbhill spiral. Chris returned to Oneida at the
beginning of his freshman year. His grades began
to improve immediately, and he finished his fresh-
man and sophomore years with 3.75 and 3.0 grade
point averages respectively.

Chris was diagnosed with diabetes his sopho-
more year and had to return home that summer.
He was unable to come back to Oneida until his
senior year. He failed to make the honor roll the

first quarter this year, but made the honor roll at

the end of second quarter. Chris has been involved

later we got a call from his mother saying Andy

* is a small group leader in BSU. Andy is making

“wouldn’t have made it through high school.

return his freshman year. Two years

desperately needed to return. His grades were very
bad and his other problems were much worse. We
agreed to take Andy back his junior year, buton a
strict probation. While there definitely have been
ups and downs, Andy has made much improve-
ment. He has been active in band and drama, and

average grades, and it is my opinion that if Onei-
da had not forgiven him “70 times seven” he

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

A popular song title, “What’s
love got to do with it?” introduced
the senior chapel message of Mary-
land student Alan Bandy. Love
made the difference in his life.

At age seven, Bandy’s fighting
parents divorced. “Bitterness hid
Mom’s love. After I was held back
in second grade, other kids teased
me a lot, and by high school I felt
empty and like a nobody,” Bandy
said. A psychiatrist accused him of
taking drugs. Since peo-
ple already thought he
was using it, he decided
to try some marijuana
when a friend offered it.
Drugs, drinking, parties
with punk rockers and
skinheads marked Ban-
dy’s high school years.
Sent to live with his dad,
Bandy recalls going to
church one Wednesday
night. “I had dyed black
hair in a mohawk cut, a
leather jacket, a chain

A life transformed by love

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

quences.”

Necoe’s dad gave Bandy a sur-
prising word, “God told me he had
something else in store for you.” He
started attending church and a
weekly Bible study with the pastor.
In September 1991, he became a
Christian—“overwhelmed by the
presence of God.” In the following
months the Lord delivered Bandy
from drugs and alcohol. He an-
nounced a call to preach in 1992

and heard about Clear
Creek from his pastor, a
1973 graduate.
“The school catalog
" said students couldn’t
smoke; that was the most
difficult part of the
Lord’s deliverance,” he
said. Bandy took college
courses, read many
books, studied the Bible
and worked at a Christian
book store. In August
1994 he enrolled at Clear
Creek and the next year

around my neck and
combat boots. The stares and whis-
pers brought the feeling that even
church people didn’t love me.” He
turned to the occult and eastern re-
ligions, and even tried vampirism.
Three events helped turn Bandy
in a new direction. He started dat-
ing Pastor Vernon Ball’s daughter,
Necoe. Her good ways and forgiv-
ing spirit brought a positive influ-
ence. A car accident that could have
killed a friend brought a “wake-up
call and the realization of conse-

_ville, Ky. 40977

he and Necoe married.
The Lord restored his relationships
with his parents. “My time at Clear
Creek has revealed God more com-
pletely. I realize there is so much I
don’t know,” Bandy said. The im-
mediate future includes Mid-Amer-
ica Seminary and overseas mis-
sions. God used many people to
accomplish what Bandy describes.
“I am a life transformed by love.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pme-
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‘God wins’ anniversary debate on theism

the audlence “The God Dr. Cra1g 1sl

-By Sonya Jongsma
Religion News Service

MADISON, Wis. (RNS)—Does
God exist?

Two prominent contemporary
philosophers recently took up the
question before an audience of
4,000 in Madison, Wis., to com-
memorate a famous debate on the
subject 50 years ago.

In 1948, unbelieving philosopher
Bertrand Russell and believing phi-
losopher F.C. Copleston debated
this perennial question on a BBC
broadcast.

This time, renowned philosopher
Anthony Flew and Christian philos-
opher William Lane Craig drew a di-
verse crowd from across the United
States and England. for the event
with two unlikely co-sponsors—the
Veritas Forum, made up of local
church organizations, and the Free-
dom From Religion Foundation, the
Madison-based national atheist or-
ganization.

At the end of the evening, audi-
ence members—believers and non-
believers, skeptics and faithful—
seemed to agree God won. Craig,
they said, had the more eloquent
debating form and clearer, if not al-
ways mind-changing, arguments.

Self-described atheist and mathe-
matics professor David Moulton, for
‘example, acknowledged that although

Craig’s arguments didn’t change-his-

mind, he was disappointed with
Flew’s defenses.
“In terms of technical debating, Dr.
Craig did a better job,” Moulton said.
Craig led off the debate with five
arguments, clearly explained and de-

fined, to prove “theism is more plau-
sibly true than atheism.” .

His arguments, which he described
as independent from each other but
making a powerful case when taken
together, were:

B The universe exists, so it must
have a cause.

I The complex order that exists in
the universe is so highly improbable
it points to a designer of the cosmos.

l There exists universally accept-
ed moral values.

B Historical evidence supports
Jesus’ resurrection, a divine miracle
that is evidence of the existence of
God.

 God can be immediately and per-
sonally experienced.

Flew, billed as the atheist in the
debate, apologized from the outset for
taking a more defensive approach.

In his opening statement, rather
than laying out his position, Flew re-
sponded to Craig’s first speech.

“I’m not going to try to show that
there is no God, but that there are no
sufficient reasons to believe there is,”
he said.

Both men appeared to be operat-
ing under the assumption that the God
being debated has the attributes of the
God described in the Bible. Flew, who
quoted Aquinas, Luther and Calvin,
attacked Christian doctrine as part of
his defense against the probability of
the existence of God.

—*H-Ged-was-emnipotent, shouldn’t

you expect results?” Flew asked. “Ob-
viously he’s not interested in human
behavior. It’s not compatible with
your beliefs to have a torturer run the
universe,” he said. Flew called the
idea of hell completely unjust and told

asking us to believe in is a sort of cos-
mic Saddam Hussein.”

Craig criticized Flew for straying
from the debate topic and trying to
prove the non-existence of hell rather
than the non-existence of God. “It
isn’t that God sends people to hell, but
that people of their own free will re-

- ject God,” Craig said.

Seeming at times more agnostic
than atheist, Flew described people as
“finite, limited beings” who can’t
know anything outside of the uni-
verse.

“We’re all creatures and our only
experience has been in this universe.
Craig and others are too bold to think
they could know the cause of the uni-
verse,” Flew said.

However, Flew did admit the va-
lidity of several of Craig’s arguments,
including that the universe must have
had some sort of cause, and that mo-
rality is not subjective.

Jon Dahl, one of the debate orga-
nizers and head of a campus Christian
group, said the debate achieved its
goal: to bring up the big questions and
get people talking about them. He
called the debate a “creative, non-con-
ventional way to reach out to the com-
munity.”

If audience members had to name
a winner, most said it would be Craig.

Judy Hoggatt traveled to Madison
from Milwaukee to hear the debate.
She said a debate over the existence
of God can’t really have a winner.

“Neither of them can really prove
their side—that’s not what faith is,”
she said. “There is no tangible evi-
dence; we have to believe based on
faith.”

Thomas Nelson survives bumps to bhe key Christian publisher

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

NASHVILLE (RNS)—Two hun-
dred years ago, a man named Thomas
Nelson wanted to put books into the
hands of the common people of Scot-
land. Now, the company still bearing
his name is a key player in
an American industry
striving to make Bibles and
other Christian literature
more accessible to average
consumers.

“In the past, Bibles
were made basically at the
whim of scholars, what
they thought was impor-
tant,” said Sam Moore,
CEO of Thomas Nelson
Publishers in Nashville.

Moore, who as a recent
immigrant from Lebanon sold Bibles
door to door to pay his tuition, said he
learned everyday people wanted
Scriptures that weren’t just for schol-
ars. :
“My dream was to make a Bible
that the average person can under-
stand,” Moore said in-a recent inter-
view.

His dream came true by taking ad-
vantage of “niche” marketing, in
which numerous Bibles and other
products have been created and aimed
at specific categories of people, such
as students, women, children and Af-

Moore

rican-Americans.

But Moore, 67, has accomplished
much more.

His company, with net revenues of
$243 million at the end of fiscal 1997,
not only is a premier Bible publisher,
but also produces Christian books,
children’s materials and gifts that fill

, the shelves of Christian and
secular bookstores. Thomas
Nelson is the only Christian
publishing company traded
on the New York Stock Ex-
change.

The company Moore has
shaped into a publishing
powerhouse began 200
years ago, when an 18-year-
old Scottish man opened a
second-hand bookshop in
Edinburgh. One of Nelson’s
aims was to publish classic
literature, such as English preacher
John Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress”
and the Bible in inexpensive editions
so “common folk” could purchase
them.

Today, Moore sees parallels be-
tween his work and that of Nelson.

“He was my hero,” Moore said.
“When I read the story about this com-
pany, I felt pulled toward him. What
this man is about, that’s what I am
about. ... This is-a man who’s trying
to meet the needs of the people.”

Moore is particularly proud of the
company’s production of the New

King James Version, now the third
best-selling Bible in the evangelical
Christian market. The linguistic revi-
sion, finalized in 1982, took seven
years to complete and has sold about
30 million copies.

“T felt grateful to God for allowing
a company like Thomas Nelson to
update the Holy Scripture for the av-
erage layman in their language, in
their tongue,” Moore said.

Though the NKJV was a success,
Moore admits to making many mis-
takes during the nearly three decades
he has led the company.

He said his biggest blunder related
to a translation the company decided
not to publish—the now-popular New
International Version. -

“The NIV was offered to us first
and we didn’t take the translation,” he
said. “This is the best-selling transla-
tion now.” FE

Moore said his company chose not
to upset its relationship with the
American Bible Society—with which
it was working on another Bible
project—and his financial officer
didn’t think it feasible to work on two
translations at the same time.

Zondervan Publishing House, now
a division of HarperCollins, got the
NIV instead.

“If he had been able to get the NIV
... that could have really changed the
whole direction of his company,” said
Bruce Ryskamp, president and CEO

of Zondervan. “The NIV is very foun-
dational to Zondervan.”

In Christian publishing, Zonder-
van, Thomas Nelson and Word are
known as the “three big guys,” said
Publishers Weekly’s Garrett. When
Thomas Nelson bought Word in 1992
from Capital Cities/ABC, the pur-
chase greatly increased Nelson’s clout
and placed Word’s music as well as
its publishing divisions under one
umbrella.

“Since they acquired Word, they
are by far the largest Christian pub-
lisher,” Garrett said.

With the acquisition of Word,
Thomas Nelson now publishes best-
selling authors such as evangelist Bil-
ly Graham, fiction writer Frank Per-
etti and Dallas Theological Seminary
president Chuck Swindoll.

But the company had trouble meet-
ing the challenge of competing in the
music industry, which was about a
third of its revenue. In 1997, Thomas
Nelson sold the Word Records and
Music division to Gaylord Entertain-
ment Co.

Ross, of the Evangelical Christian
Publishers Association, called Moore
the “quintessential evangelical entre-
preneur’”’ who, like others, has had his
ups and downs.

“The mark of success ... isn’t if you
don’t fall down,” said Ross. “It’s
whether or not you get back up. Sam’s
been able to do that in a sterling way.”
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“The NIV was

offered to us first

and we didn’t take

the translation.
This is the best-
selling translation

now.”

Sam Moore, CEO of
Thomas Nelson
Publishers
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10. It’s easier to create than any newsletter you’re doing now.

| 9. Members get more for their money than just a newsletter:
they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives.

8. It’s on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps
you keep on top of communicating with church members.

*¢. There’s something for everyone. The Western Recorder isn’t
just a denominational paper; it’s a reader-friendly paper full of
practical resources for Christian living.

6. It gives perspective. If you’re concerned about church mem-
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West-
ern Recorder is a must.

- 8. We’ll make you look gzeat. The Western Recorder staff will
work with you to create an attractive layout and show you
- how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week.

4.. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the
Recorder routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps
they ve recelved -

3 We’ll Work Wlth the Post Ofﬁoe, so zou don’t have to

&. We’ll do it your way. The Recorder publishes newspages a,
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We
can meet your needs.

1. We’ll save your church money. Most churches currently
publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by pubhshmg their
newsletter on the Western Recorder. '

Ca.ll (502) 244-6473 today fer details.
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