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Alcohol, ahortion foes finding some legislative Success

By David Winfrey
News Director

FRANKFORT—Observers of
several bills of interest to Kentucky
Baptists say proposed measures to re-
strict abortion still have a good chance
of passing while some bills regarding
alcohol might have to wait until next
term.

Bills that would set standard fines
for alcohol beverage sales offenses,
ban alcohol sales from drive-through
windows and ban cold beer sales at
gas stations likely won’t pass this
term, said Claude Witt, executive di-

_rector for the Teinperance League of

Kentucky.
“You have to gain their attention

Barriers can’t
stop writer from
giving Christian
encouragement

By Joyce Sweeney Marlm
Staff Writer :

HENDERSON—-——TO under-‘

stand Billy Edwards, you first
. should know three things about

him: He is a Christian, he is a

writer and he has cerebral palsy.

All three are central to his
identity, but it is his Christian
faith that fuels his ab111ty to do
things other people call impossi-
ble.

That is why, at 41, he still
says, “Of all the things I have
been able to accomplish, nothing

_can ever compare to when I in-
vited the Lord into my life as my
personal Savior at age 15.”

Born with cerebral palsy, doc-

tors said he would be a vegetable
. for the rest of his life. But Ed-
wards proved them wrong.

At age 4, he moved from

~ Henderson to a special care home

in Murfreesboro, Tenn. The own-

__ersof the home took a special in-
terest in him and encouraged him .
to do things that many people
_ thought impossible. There, in
~ spite of his doctors’ predictions,
- Edwards learned to walk and talk,
albelt with limitations. '

When he reached elghth
grade, Edwards enrolled in
“school for the first time at Bell-

- wood Christian Academy in
Murfreesboro.

He wasn’t excited about at-

tending a religious school, but
_ there he learned lessons that
- would change the course of his

life, he said. ‘

“I learned that God loved me
and sent his son to die on the
cross for my sins,” he said. He
became a Christian. o

Not long after, Edwards felt
God calling him to'a church-re-

lated vocation.

Again, he faced what seemed
to be an impossibility.

[0 See Barriers can't ..., page. 3

in one session a lot of times before you
can accomplish your intention in the
next session,” he said regarding the
measures, House Bills 578, 579 and
580, respectively.

Nevertheless, legislators have been
open to siding with anti-alcohol inter-
ests on some
bills, Witt added.

The ° house
voted 27-60 de-
feating House
Bill 323, which
would have al-
lowed cities le-
gally classified as “third class” to vote
on alcohol sales in a specific precinct
rather than city-wide.

Also House Bill 327, which would

lower the legal blood alcohol content

level for driving under the influence

from 0.10 to 0.08, has passed the

House Judiciary Committee and was

on the floor of the House as of last
Friday.

Witt said it has a good
chance of passing, but
he added he is disap-
pointed the bill was
changed from an ear-
lier version in which a
driver would lose his
or her license for re-
fusing to take a blood-

- alcohol test.

The drunk driving law change
could be required by the federal gov-
ernment, he added. That change

would save 3,000 lives a year, accord-
ing to the Amerian Journal of Public
Health, he said.

Also, House Bill 728 which would
strengthen laws concerning employ-
ees of stores selling alcohol and re-
quiring proof of age, has passed the
House Licensing and Occupations
Committee.

Witt said some legislators are
showing renewed interest in alcohol
legislation this year because of the
emphasis made by the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission. The commission
is seeking changes in its structure and
the size of fines it can levy.

Kentucky Right to Life Executive
Director Margie Montgomery said she
0 See Abortion, alcohol ..., page 7

COWBOY PRAYER Rodeo chaplain and Southern Baptist volunteer missionary Randy Johnson leads the invocation at the state high
school rodeo finals in Ocala, Fla. Johnson is among the missionaries whose work is being highlighted during the Season of North
American Missions. The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American Missions has a national goal of $42 million.

Kentucky Baptists gauge 1997 Russia impact

About 240 Kentucky Baptists vol-
unteered for mission trips to Russia
last year, providing more than
$107,000 in assistance for Baptist
churches in the former communist
country, according to the state con-
vention’s partnership missions depart-
ment.

The volunteers, who worked on 30
projects, were recognized Feb. 27.

In the first four years of the five-
year partnership, Kentucky Baptists
have sent 1,310 volunteers to work on
153 projects, providing $1.28 million
to help Russian Baptist churches, said
Ken Murphy, associate director of
partnership missions.

“Because Russian Baptists delay
baptism and church membership, it is
difficult to estimate the number of
conversions, but it would surely num-
ber-in the hundreds for 1997 and the

thousands to date,” Murphy said.

Russian Baptist churches wait to
see that a person’s conversion is gen-
uine before they are accepted into
membership, Murphy noted. “They
don’t just accept a statement of that.
They wait to see the fruits.”

The 1997 volunteers worked in a
variety of communities in Russia and
on many different types of projects,
including evangelism, pastors’
schools, discipleship training, Scrip-
ture distribution, church construction,
prison ministry and Sunday school
training.

Construction projects during the
four years have helped complete and
renovate many churches, Murphy
added. “Heroic sacrifice by Russian
Baptists has inspired the commitment
and generosity of Kentucky volun-
teers,” he said. “Stories of God’s mi-

.

raculous intervention abound.”

The prison ministry in Borisogleb-
sk was especially helpful, he said.
“Volunteers from Clear Creek College
were allowed into the prison, where
inmates and staff made professions of
faith.”

And the women’s conference in
Nizhney Novgorod was also success-
ful, attracting women from hundreds
of miles away he added. “Volunteers
provided leadership-for a variety of
interest groups and inspired the Rus-
sian women to multiply the confer-
ence in their own areas.”

Applications are being accepted
for mission projects this year. Trips
are scheduled from May through Au-
gust and will cost $2,295 per person.

Anyone interested should contact
the partnership missions department
toll-free at (888) 254-5724.




“If we send
someone to China
as a shoe
salesman, that
person sells
shoes. He may not
sell the most
shoes ever sold or
make the biggest
profit, but he sells

shoes.”
IMB President Jerry
Rankin
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Missionaries disagree over use of covert tactics

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)—While

- officials at the Southern Baptist Inter-

national Mission Board deny the
agency conducts “clandestine” or “il-
legal” missionary work in China, sev-
eral long-time missionaries have
joined the China Christian Council in
criticizing the IMB’s “two-track” ap-
proach in the world’s most populous
nation.

Despite official denials, the Rich-
mond, Va.,-based IMB “does encour-
age illegal activity in China, and its
current policies do promote secrecy
and deception among its employees,”
missionary Kim Dickey wrote in an
open letter last year to her home
church in North Carolina.

Dickey is one of four IMB mis-
sionaries to resign recently in protest
of the board’s China policy. In all, at
least 15 long-time missionaries have
left China through a series of resigna-

tions, retirements and transfers during

several years of internal tension be-
tween advocates of the board’s “open”
and “closed” tracks in China.

In the “open” track, established in

1985, Southern Baptist missionaries

worked primarily as English teachers
in Chinese universities under auspic-
es of the CCC, China’s official Prot-
estant organization. They openly rep-
resented the IMB, attended registered
churches and obeyed laws against
proselytizing and other missionary
activity by foreigners, while sharing
the gospel one-on-one in friendships
built through social contact.

Later, the IMB began testing new
strategies. aimed at reaching “un-

| reached” areas that are closed to tra-

ditional missionaries. By the late
1980s, those strategies were being
used in parts of China, without knowl-
edge of the CCC or permission of the
government.

Last November, CCC President
Wenzao Han issued an open letter
accusing the IMB of “clandestine”
missionary work in China. “We can-

not have partnership with any organi-
zation holding a ‘two-track’ approach
and give legitimacy to secret infiltra-
tion,” Han wrote. “This is in violation
of our principles and of Christian
teachings.”

IMB officials say all personnel in
China are there through legal means
and are encouraged to operate within
the letter of laws

be able to govern themselves in the
way we think they ought to be gov-
emed,” said Britt Towery, a 30-year
missionary who took early retirement
in 1992 over his opposition to the
IMB’s “closed” China track.

IMB leaders reportedly view the
CCC as government-controlled and
not representing the majority of indig-
enous Christians.

governing  reli-
gious involvement
by foreigners. “Be-
cause these per-
sonnel are sent by
the International
Mission Board,

M More on pages 10-11

IMB officer
Avery Willis said
one problem in re-
lating to China is
the narrow way the
government de-
fines religlous

and not reported to
the CCC, itis falsely assumed they are
doing clandestine ‘missionary’ work,
IMB President Jerry Rankin said in a
statement Feb. 27.

Rankin said the IMB values its re-
lationship with the CCC but that the
urgency of reaching more than a bil-
lion Chinese who do not profess
Christianity supersedes fraternal con-
cerns. He charges the CCC with want-
ing to “control” all religious work.

Several current and former mis-
sionaries, however, have joined the
CCC to publicly protest the IMB’s so-
called “clandestine” track. Some ques-
tion IMB assurances that all its work
in China is legal. Some say it is pa-
tently unethical for missionaries to
engage in illegal or deceptive practic-
es. Others say there may be a place
for clandestine missionary-activity in
countries which repress Christianity
but not in China, with its relative reli-
gious freedom and a Christian pres-
ence larger than the entire population
of many nations.

Critics say the IMB’s China poli-
cy indicates disrespect for the China
Christian Council and hurts Chinese
churches by raising suspicion against
all Christians and reinforcing preju-
dices that Christianity is a “foreign”
religion.

“The approach the IMB is taking
is still patterned after 19th century
colonialism—the locals should only

“Congratulations, Honey! You made
it on the Internet Prayer Web!

l”

freedom. “They
provide a channel for Christianity that
they can use to control it,” he said
through a spokesperson.

The IMB’s curfent policy in Chi-
na is “culturally shaped by a Cold War
mentality,” said Charlie Wilson, one
of the first Southern Baptists to re-
enter China, in 1982.

An “anti-communist mentality”
has “colored this program in China,”
said Ron Winstead, a former IMB
missionary in China who now works
for the Cooperative Baptist Fellow-
ship. Even language used to describe
the China Christian Council as Chi-
na’s “government-sanctioned” or “of-
ficial” church is misleading, Winstead
said, because it makes it look like the
CCC is controlled by or sympathetic
to the Communist Party.

“These people are not commu-
nists,” Winstead said. “They are not
party members.”

“Too many (Christians) are spend-
ing their time fighting communism
instead of spreading the gospel,” Tow-
ery echoed. “The gospel can take root
in any country, in any system.”

Others say conservatives in control
of the Southern Baptist Convention
distrust the ecumenical makeup of the
CCC and the fact that its churches or-
dain women.

CCC churches are “post-denomi-
national.” Protestants worship togeth-
er and do not divide into groupings

BAPTIST BITS

like Baptist, Methodist or Presbyteri-
an. One fear CCC leaders have of un-
regulated churches is they will rein-
troduce denominational labels which
carry baggage from China’s colonial
past.

IMB President Rankin said most
Southern Baptists “don’t understand
the CCC is the Protestant Council of
Churches, somewhat similar to the
National Council of Churches in
America.” Since Southern Baptists
choose not to affiliate with the Nation-
al Council of Churches at home,
Rankin said it would be “grossly in-
consistent” for the IMB to “bring our
free and autonomous work of the de-
nomination and local churches under
the authority” of the CCC.

Though the National Council of
Churches and World Council of
Churches are associated with the lib-
eral mainline churches in the United
States, China’s open churches are bib-
lically conservative, defenders say.

But Rankin and other IMB leaders
say their paramount concern is ‘“the
issue of lostness.”

“In spite of the miraculous Chris-
tian growth in China, most of these
people have not heard the gospel and
will not have an opportunity in their
lifetime to hear of God’s love, because
of the restrictive policies of the Chi-
nese government,” Rankin said.

Willis, the IMB’s senior vice pres-
ident for overseas operations, pointed
out the CCC claims to represent 10
millior'to 14 million Christians out of
a Chinese population of 1.2 billion. “If
we related only to them, we would
limit our opportunities to touch the
vast majority of Chinese,” he said.

But critics say it is arrogant for
Westerners to suppose they know bet-
ter than the Chinese how to reach their
own people.

“Church planting in China today is
the responsibility of the Chinese,”
Towery said. “They do not need the
replanting of Western denomination-
alism.”

Winstead said the original “open”
0 See Missionaries disagree ..., page 10

ACP only in Windows. For the
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Mackey to hold
listening events

The Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s new executive secre-
tary-treasurer will take to the road
for two weeks in late March with
open ears and a blank notepad.

Bill Mackey, who assumed
the KBC’s top staff position Feb.
1, has scheduled 37 listening ses-
sions across the state from March
15-27. He will be assisted by Bob
Orr, a pational specialist in
church consultations.

Mackey said he hopes the ses-
sions will help him learn how the
KBC can meet the needs of
churches. From this input, he will
‘recommend plans and priorities
for the KBC’s work, he said.

Each session will involve 15
to 18 people, chosen at random
from the KBC’s database to rep-
resent a cross-section of church
sizes and leadership positions.
Those invited to the sessions will
include pastors, staff ministers
and lay leaders.

Mackey'said he welcomes in-
put from all Kentucky Baptists.
Anyone not included in the ran-
domly selected listening session
groups is invited to express their
suggestions to Mackey in a letter
by March 26. All input received
will be included in the summary
of information drawn from the
listening sessions.

Letters should be addressed to
‘Mackey at Kentucky Baptist
Convention, Box 43433, Louis-

ville, Ky. 40253-0433.

KENTUCKY

Campbellsville offers new master’s degree

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

CAMPBELLSVILLE—Camp-
bellsville University will begin offer-
ing a master of arts degree in Chris-
tian studies, perhaps next fall.

This is the first foray of a Kentucky
Baptist .school into master’s-level
theological education, a territory pre-
viously reserved for seminaries.

The three liberal arts schools affil-
iated with the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention—Campbellsville, George-
town College and Cumberland Col-
lege—all offer bachelor’s degrees in
religion. In the past, most Kentucky
Baptists seeking graduate degrees in
religion have gone to Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Louis-
ville or a similar seminary.

Campbellsville’s new program is
not intended to compete with South-
ern Seminary, explained John Hurt-
gen, chair of the Christian studies di-
vision. “We don’t intend to go neck
and neck with Southern Seminary
with the kind of faculty, library re-
sources, even diversity in student pop-
ulation that is to be found there.

“Our niche will be persons who
already have a bachelor’s degree in
hand who may have several years in
the pastorate, have no intention of
going to Louisville but would like fur-
ther instruction,” he said. “That may
include some of our own students who
stay on for graduate work before head-
ing out somewhere.”

Campbellsville’s entry into the
field of graduate-level theological
training is another sign of changing
times in Baptist education circles. For

decades, Baptist colleges focused al-
most exclusively on undergraduate
education, and Southern Baptist sem-
inaries focused almost exclusively on
graduate education.

Change has come from both ends.
Southern Seminary last fall an-
nounced establishment of the Boyce
College of the Bible, which will offer
four-year undergraduate degrees in
biblical studies, entering the market
previously held by Baptist colleges
like Campbellsville.

Campbellsville University already
operates an undergraduate program in
Louisville, but seminary officials said
their new school is not intended to
compete with Campbellsville. Camp-
bellsville, meanwhile, will begin its
new master’s degree in Christian stud-

‘ies on its Taylor County campus but

will not rule out the possibility of
eventually offering the graduate de-
gree through its Louisville campus.:

Campbellsville also recently ac-
quired the Carver School of Church
Social Work from Southern Seminary
and intends to offer a master of arts in
social work degree next year.

Both new ventures at Campbells-
ville are part of a pattern of explosive
growth at the central Kentucky school
over the last decade. The school’s en-
rollment has grown 140 percent in
nine years, and many new academic
programs have been added.

University President Ken Winters
said Campbellsville is placing a “ma-
jor emphasis” on serving the needs of
those in the workplace who will fit the
new program into their schedules.
“We plan to use innovative delivery
systems with our new Christian stud-

ies master’s program, and we will
evaluate the weekender options or
other electronic delivery systems.”

Hurtgen said he believes the uni-
versity’s location in central Kentucky
will be an initial asset. “With many
Baptists and other pastors in the area,
that will be a drawing card for those
who don’t want to make a longer trip
to Louisville or Lexington.”

Hurtgen said the Christian studies
program would be ideal for pastors,
laypeople and educators alike. Stu-
dents will be required to complete 32
hours of academic credit, with a the-
sis option available. The program will
offer concentrations in three areas:
biblical studies (with advanced lan-
guage study), pastoral ministries and
educational ministry.

The new program will be staffed
mainly by existing full-time and ad-
junct faculty, plus one new full-time

~ faculty member, Hurtgen said.

Campbellsville will seek accredi-
tation of the Christian studies degree
from the Association of Theological
Schools, in addition to the universi-

ty’s current accreditation by the |

Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, he added.

The master of arts in Christian
studies is a significantly different de-
gree from the master of divinity,

which is the basic degree offered by a.

seminary. At Southern Seminary, for
example, the master of divinity re-
quires 91 hours of academic credit,
nearly three times the work of Camp-
bellsville’s new master of arts degree.

For information on Campbells-
ville’s new degree program, contact
Hurtgen at (502) 789-5077.

Barriers can’t stop writer from offering Christian encouragement

Edwards’ writings |

Continued from page 1

“I couldn’t understand how the
Lord could use someone like me with
so little to offer,” he said. “I could not
walk straight and few people could
understand the things I said.”

He learned another les-
-son: God was not interest-
ed in his disabilities as
much as his abilities.

“I realized that it was
not what I didn’t have, but
what I did have that mat-
tered to God.”

What Edwards had
was the desire to write. He
knew he might never
preach by word of mouth,
but he “could best share
(Christ) with others
through writing,” he said.

So Edwards prepared for a minis-
try career in writing.

He completed high school. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in print
journalism from Middle Tennessee
University in Murfreesboro in 1982.
He began writing a weekly inspira-
tional column for a local newspaper.
He was ordained as a gospel minister.

Armed with a call from God, a
communication degree and some jour-
nalism experience, Edwards set out to
find a job with a Christian publication.

No one would hire him.

But Edwards didn’t give up. With
the help of friends and some Chris-
tian businessmen in Murfreesboro, he
formed a non-profit corporation to

Edwards iz

begin a quarterly newsletter.

In the winter of 1984, the first 500
copies of the four-page “The Inspir-
er” came off the press. Since then, cir-
culation has grown to 1,700. The free
eight-page newsletter is mailed to in-
terested people and is dis-
tributed at local churches,
businesses, nursing homes
and jails.

While Edwards writes
most of the copy for the
newsletter, he also uses
freelance articles and poet-
ry as well. He especially
likes to print articles from
Christian writers with dis-
abilities who have limited
means for communicating
their message to the world.

“Our main purpose is to spread the
gospel of Christ, exalt him and to ad-
monish believers in their walk with the
Lord,” Edwards said.

Today, most of the work for the
newsletter is done in the office/bed-
room of his sixth-floor apartment in a
complex for senior citizens and the
disabled in Henderson where he has
lived since 1988. He also writes an in-
spirational column for the Henderson
paper, The Gleaner. He types on a
computer by using one finger on his
left hand, the method he used for re-
sponding to questions for this story.

Edwards’ family, board members
and friends help with production and
distribution of the newsletter. His
mother proofreads. Board members

label and prepare each mailing. His
father delivers the papers. An assis-
tant helps with office work each week.
A caregiver helps him with the per-
sonal things he cannot do for himself.

Edwards is a member of Hender-
son’s Hyland Baptist Church and at-
tends almost every Sunday morning.

“He’s very much an inspiration to
all our church family,” said Pastor
Alan Witham. “He instills determina-
tion in others. As they see his deter-
mination to be faithful to serving the
Lord, they want to be more faithful
too.”

And through his weekly inspira-
tional column in The Gleaner news-
paper, Edwards’ influence touches the
larger Henderson community, With-
am said.

“He has good insight into spiritual
matters and has the ability to commu-
nicate the truth of Scripture through

his own life events and how the Lord-

has spoken to him,” Witham said.

Knowing Edwards’ physical limi-.

tations gives greater weight to his ex-
pression of faith and his determination
to serve God, Witham said.

Edwards acknowledges many
times through the years he has want-
ed to quit. He gives his parents high
marks for standing with him.

“When I felt like giving up, they
encouraged me to stick it out,” he said.
“They refused to let me give up on
myself or my dream.”

But most of all he credits God.

“Getting where I am today has not

been easy, but I am glad that I never
gave up on myself or the Savior who
said he will be with me always,” Ed-
wards wrote in a 1996 article. “The
Lord has taught me through the years
how to put my whole trust in him for
all things.”

For information about “The Inspir-
er,” contact Billy Edwards at 737
Kimsey Lane, #620 Henderson, Ky.
42420.

“Qur niche will he

| persons who

already have a
bachelor’s degree
in hand who may
have several years
in the pastorate,
have no intention
of going to
Louisville but
would like further

instruction.”

John Hurtgen, chair of
Campbellsville
University’s Christian
studies divisien:
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small church to grow?

By William Easum z

A disclaimer: I don t believe the size
of a church has any merit in the king-
dom of God. Neither do I believe a
small church (under 200 in worship)
or a large church has any advantages
over the other. They both are called
of God to perform the same mission:
to carry out Christ’s last will and tes-
tament (as recorded in both Matthew
and Acts) and make disciples of Jesus
Christ. Churches that make disciples
are great churches no matter what size.
Churches that don’t make disciples
aren’t churches no matter what size.
I begin with that disclaimer be-
cause no matter how I pen this article,
someone is going to cry, “He doesn’t
like small churches.” The truth is,

small churches could be God’s gift to

the United States, because so many of
them exist. In many parts of the coun-
try, it séems as if one or more stand
on every corner. In every part of the
country, we have enough small
churches to win the U.S. to Christ.

Look at the data. Howev-
er, every study I’ve seen
shows that, except for the
first four years of a new-
church start, small church-
es account for fewer and
fewer of the people who claim to at-
tend a Christian church. Studies esti-
mate that 50 percent of all Christians

attend anywhere from 14 percent to 2

percent of all churches.

Most people prefer large church-
es. Large churches are getting larger,
and small churches are getting small-

er. As you read this article, you’ll see -

that its subject is not the virtue of large
churches but how small churches c
carry out the Great Commission.

2| A lesson in Appalachi
| couple of years ago,

consulting Wwith 11
dying churches in an
ed Appalachian valley. T
churches were scattered along a
to-market road over a 30-mil 2.
The total worship.attendance of th
churches amounted to 125 p
Nine of the churches were sepa
from each other by no more
mile and a half.

During the interview process
ery one of the church leaders share
with me his or her church’s struggle
to survive. I could hear bitterness and
despair in the leaders’ voices as th
spoke of their denomination’s callou
ness toward their plight and the lo
of their young people.

Durmg the interviews, [ asked twi

questions: “Why are you declining?”+

and “What is the largest church in the
area?”

They blamed their churches’ de-
cline on their isolated locations, the
valley’s declining population and the
lack of help from their denomination.
A favorite phrase was “We’re just a

small church.” They also told me that -

the largest church in the valley ha
about 35 in worship.

After listening to the 11 groups tell
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the same story, I was almost persuad-
ed that I had found the one place in
America where churches could not
grow. But on the way back to the air-
port I noticed a large, square, box-
looking building at the intersection of
Nowhere and Somewhere. Other than
numerous barns, this was the largest
building I had seen in the valley. I
asked the denominational official to
drive by the building. We soon dis-
covered that it was a five-year-old

non-denominational ¢church with a .

very large parking lot. It averaged 800,
mostly young adults, in four worshlp
services!

What’s wrong ‘with this picture?”

Lots: The people I interviewed did lit-
tle but complain about their smallness
and their denomination’s lack of help.
A defeatist attitide numbed ev
conversation. They were so s¢
sorbed that they could not
not admit it was possible !
strong, healthy church i
They could not admi

years of consulting has taugh
about small churches (many‘_

churches tend not to make disciples’
because:they are ruled with. a heayy

hand by a few individuals who have a-
~deep passion to be big fish in a little

ond. Small churches are about the
ast place left in this world where

countable, so they let
mean-spirited people run roughshod
over the flock.
Sadly, most of the
small churches r
easily identif

actions—in th
repent or 'ship

resolution. ‘ Chnstlans
i conﬂict; they.‘-:’devel-

Christ-cen-

tered small
v church that
failed to grow both in spirit and in
numbers.

“But you said this wasn’t about
growing large churches!” Just wait.
I’m getting there.

Churches that are alive with the
Spirit, filled with love and focused on
carrying out the Great Commission
always attract people. People are at-

_ tracted to loving, caring congregations

that live in the present. People avoid
lifeless congregations oriented to the
ast.

Churches fall into the conflict trap
r only one reason: They have for-
n why they exist. They no long-
s‘on the mission. They turn in-
ocus on themselves. Per-
e for your small church

ard vision. Small churches
ake disciples because they are
ground taking care of their

_members rather than making disci-
lg_zples (Large churches do this also.)

One of the myths about small

_churches is that they are more carmg
. than large churches. This just ish’t

ve. found more ‘authentic care
and commumty in large churches that
cuis on dynamic small groups than I

“have in'small churches. The power of

this myth arises from the fact that most

every need.

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep & He

did not say, “Take care of my sheep.”

Sheep grow and mature when fed. In
time they learn how to aze for them-

. know Christ.
the more
~ more beautiful than making disci-
- ples.” Do not see the church as a place
*Q{ that is supposed to take care of you
. but as a community that will equip
_ you to make disciples of Jesus Christ.

selves.
The smaller the

askmg your pastor t0 equlp your -Jead-
ers to go out into the commuruty and
make disciples. .

M Size is not a virtue. Some small
churches take pride in bemg small as
if it were a.virtue
' Some pastors roudly proclalm

game.” Others believe in the “righ-
teous remnant” theory of the Old Tes-

* tament more than in the Great Com-
" mission of the New Testament:

“We’re not declining; we’re just sep-
arating the wheat from the chaff.”
Sounds like the same thing Jesus dealt
with when he went up against the
Pharisees.

“But you said earher that size

small churches make the fatal mistake
‘of falling for a pernicious Christian’.
virus:the belief that the church’s pur-
-pose s to take care of the members »

P
that they refuse fo play.the “numbers

- doesn’t matter. Now you seem to be
- saying that healthy churches always
- grow. Does that mean that all healthy-

 small churches become large church-
S f” 9

First, what does it matter if your

-small church becomes a large church?

Isn’t the issue whether or not your
church is making disciples? Second,

‘let’s ask some questions about the re-

lationship of small church to the Great
Commission:

§ Does a church have the right to
remain small? Sure.

0 Does a church have a right to ig-
nore the Great Commission and refuse
to make disciples? No. That’s in the
genes of a church.

I If a church makes disciples, will -
it grow? Most assuredly.

- Hmmm. What’s being said here?

By definition a church is a group
of people who have been called out
of the world for a purpose. Jesus then .
told us in his last will and testament

"to go into all the world and teach and -

baptize all people. A group of people
who do not live and breathe making
disciples is not a church. It’s a club.
This still does not mean that small
churches have to grow large.

Small churches can elect to remain
small and still make disciples by de-
ciding to give people away to start
new churches every time they reach
the desired size. By carrying out the
Great Commission, they are part of the
body of Christ. By starting new
churches, they remain small and help
expand the kingdom. This is a win-
win strategy

This is not an amde extolling the
merits of the large church. This arti-
cle is about the nature of the church.
Churches make disciples;
they have no other choice.

" What should we do? So
what can small churches do |
. to stake their claim in car-
rying out the Great Com-

mission?

B Begin to ask God to lay a burden

<on the hearts of your church leaders
for those in your community who do
~not know the experience of God’s

grace. Pray daily that your church will
catch a passion for those who do not

ll Give up the notion that “small is

emember that those who give life
way eventually find-life.
0 Realize that every large church

- once was a small church. In my sem-
* inars someone will invariably respond
.at'some point,
" to talk about what will work in a small

“When are you going

church? Everything you have said

- appliés to the large church.” It’s as if

large churches were never small
churches. Small churches become
large churches by using the same prin-
ciples when they are small, mid-size
and large. Sure, a few major differ-

“ences exist, but the essentials do not

vary from size to size.

William Easum is a former United Meth-
odist pastor who fiow is a consultant with
churches of multiple denominations. He
may be addressed at 554 Bayside Drive,
Port Aransas, Texas 78373. This article
originally appeared in Net Results news-
letter and is reprinted by permission.



OPINION

' HE SAID/SHE SAID

10 pencils and no sharpener:
Even a male can get the point

It all started innocently enough. | had
a proofreading job to do and needed
some decent pencils in the house with
which to accomplish this task.

So | purchased some good old No.
2s and an old-fashioned, wall-mounted
pencil- sharpener, since all we had was a
few hand-held cheap sharpeners which
had seen better days.

When | opened the sharpener
Alison Wingfield ~Package to put it together, | noticed a

few stray plastic pieces fell out, but |
thought they were like the extra pieces of string you find on
new clothing—not needed. But when | tried to sharpen my -
.pencil, | discovered those tiny bits-must have pIayed an
important part in the workings of this little gizmo. It fell apart.

So here | was with a package of 10 new pencils.-
Unsharpened.

Then | remembered Mark's old battery-operated pencil
sharpener. | actually found the thing, had the right batteries

“for it, popped them in and thought, I'm in business.

1t didn’t work. The sharpener turned and turned, but where
there should have been pencil droppings, it was empty. |

noticed there were extra blades inside, so | thought, “Aha!” it
needs a new blade. After finding a teeny, tiny screwdriver to
unscrew the blade, | replaced the blade and tried again. No
droppings, no sharpened pencil. So | turned the blade
around. A few flakes, but the pencil was not anywhere near
the lead after many tries. Apparently a plastic piece had
broken off and the pencil couldn’t get down far enough.

Back to square one. | used one of the boys’ worn
sharpeners and got a pencil halfway sharpened so that it was
useable and—about two hours later than | intended—began
to work.

SHESAID

H It's nice to see a female experience
something like this and admit it. After

all, this is exactly the kind of thing that - -

makes any simple task a male -

undertakes around the house take 20

times longer than anticipated.

Mark’s Rule of Projects: It will never
work right the first time. .

Corollary to Mark’s Rule of Projects: -
When it doesn’t work right the first time,
you’re destined to spend whatever time
remains in the day attempting to fix it.

The Male Factor on Mark’s Rule of Projects: Even though
this same scenario plays out every time, the typical male
forgets.that when faced with a new project and stupidly
begins anyway with over-realistic expectations of success.

While being amused by the hours Alison spent trying to
sharpen a single pencil, I've been troubled by the fact that this
happened to her. In nearly 12 years of marriage, something
like this has happened to me 100 times more often than to
her, which usually gives her occasion to chide me for not
planning ahead.

And so I've finally come to.this conclusion: This happened
to her because | wasn’t around for her to delegate the
doomed task to. It's all become perfectly clear to me now.
Females intuitively know which home projects are likely to be
subject to Mark’s Rule of Projects, and they skillfully add
those tasks to their “honey-do” lists. And all these years we
men just thought we weren't bright enough to change a light
bulb without having to replace the whole fnxture The deck has
been stacked against us.

This also reminds me of an lmportant lesson about life:

It's the little things that will do you in. If we have the
perseverance and patience to fix the little problems we-
encounter along the way—the little plastic pieces that may-
seem insignificant—the bigger parts of life fall into place and
run better.

 Mark Wingfield

sionary zeal and helped us create the

Covert missions raises tough questions

For generations, one of Southern Baptists’ most
cherished Bible passages promoting missions has been
Romans 10:14-15. “How, then, can they call on the one
they have not believed in? And how. can they believe
in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can
they hear without someone preaching to them? And

- how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is writ-

ten, ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!’”
“This passage, and others like it, have fueled our mis-

world’s largest Christian missionary force.
Asking “How shall they hear?” has shaped
us as a denomination.
But today we are faced with a variation on that ques-
tion that is much more vexing: How should they hear?
Don’t misunderstand. The question is not whether

* everyone in the world needs to hear about Jesus. We’re

agreed on that. The question is: In what manner should

~ they hear? Or put another way: What means of taking

the good news into hard places is justified since the
ends have eternal consequences?
This week’s Recorder includes a package of stories

~about this matter, particularly as it relates to mission-

ary work in China. The questions raised are difficult
and troubling. Yet they are questions Southern Bap-
tists must grapple with.

Some will try to read these stories as an extension of
the spat between Southern Baptist Convention leaders
and the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship. To do so is to
miss the point entirely. A much larger issue than the

.~ SBC’s internal politics is at stake here.

The question is whether Christians are justified in
using covert means of taking the gospel into areas with
restricted access to the gospel. Is it sometimes neces-
sary for Christians to lie in order to tell the truth of God?

As the news stories explain, the SBC’s Internation-
al Mission Board has encountered trouble in China be-
cause the IMB has used a two-track approach there:
One placing missionaries through open channels; the
other sending in missionaries covertly, in a CIA-like
system that most Southern Baptists had no idea exist-
ed.

ThlS issue is so difficult that it has created division

EDITORIAL

even within the ranks of the IMB’s own missionary
force. Fifteen long-time missionaries have resigned in
disagreement over the two-track approach.

Anyone who wants to point the finger at CBF as
stirring the pot on this one ought to be reminded that it
was during Keith Parks’ tenure as president of the SBC
Foreign Mission Board (now IMB) that the practice of
sending out undercover missionaries was begun.

Parks, who now leads CBF’s mission efforts, admits
his own opinion on the subject has changed somewhat
through the years. But he, like current IMB
administrators, still believes there are times
when missionaries must be sent covertly.

Part of the disagreement underway now is whether
China qualifies as the kind of place where Christian
work cannot be done aboveboard and must be done
undergréund. Critics of the IMB’s policy point out that
there are millions of Christians in China and, despite
government repression, they have a much better chance
of ‘'spreading the gospel than do the tiny number of
Christians in a place like Iran, for example.

That is an important distinction, and one that will

'sway many Christians against endorsing a covert mis-

sionary force in China while perhaps supportmg un-
derground work in other countries where it is perceived
to be the only way to get the gospel in.

Tied up in the whole discussion, as well, is the issue
of our American perspective. Like it or not, we see the
world through American eyes, and we read the Bible
through American eyes. Thus it is exceedingly diffi-
cult for us to separate from the gospel our American
ideals of freedom, democracy and individuality.

We can barely begin to understand the perspective
of our Christian brothers and sisters in China, and yet
our natural tendency is to want to tell them how they
ought to do church.

The pufpose of this editorial is not to sway the read-
er to one side or the other, but to raise the issue to a
level where people must at least think about it.

Be careful where you land, however, because what -
you discern to be true for Christian' ministry overseas -
will have implications for how the Christian church
should operate at home as well. :

— Mark Wingfield

What will we gain |f we kill our hrother"

our behavier noble.
A Christian conscience asks the

- “Judah said to his brothers,

-at the same time profit at

.By Tom Curry

“What
will we gain if we kill our brother and
cover up his blood? Come, let’s sell
him to the Ishmaelites ...” (Genesis

237:26)

The Joseph narrative gives us a

landed him in Egypt while Judah’s
dream was foiled by famine.

“ There is another dreamer in the
narrative, the God of Israel. The hand
of God was Joseph’s silent partner.
God’s dream for Israel survived
through Joseph’s ascension to power
and wealth in Pharaoh’s adrmmstra—
tion.

glimpse into a sibling ri- The Scripture warns
valry which almost led to us that ambition without
murder. The question conscience is dangerous.
asked by Judah is part of It’s just like God to in-
alarger scheme to getrid terject himself onto peo-

of Joseph, the favored
younger brother.

Judah is really saying,
“Let’s spare hi$ life .
along with our guilt, and

his_expense.” Judah’s
plan sounded like a win/win scenario,

1 but it lacked moral responsibility.

The narrative illustrates ambition
and conscience in conflict. The fami-
ly rivalry centers around conflicting
ambitions between Joseph and his

! brothers. Judah and the btothers

dreamed of leading the family busi-
ness while Joseph dreamed of success

" over his brothers. Joseph’s dream

QUESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

ple’s ambition. God will
punish the bloodshed
which the .immorally
ambitious have covered
on the journey to success
(Isaiah 26:21). Con-
versely, God rewards
the ambitious whose journey is

‘marked by justice, kindness and com-

passion (Amos 5:15).
Like Joseph and Judah, we have

ambition. How does a person follow ~ |

ambition with a clear conscience? If
conscience is the noble calling of hu-
man beings to be true to the image of
God within, then conscience raises us
above the animal kingdom and keeps

Holy Spirit’s counsel to measure am-
bition by Christ. He helps us ask a
defining question in this'moral dilem-
ma when ambition and conscience
conflict: “What would Jesus do?”
Ambition and conscience are compat-
ible when Christ’s counsel guides our
ambition.

What would Jesus do whenever
someone’s dream conflicts with good
conscience? I think Jesus would react
like Rueben who tried to rescue Jo-
seph.

Whenever someone stands in the
way of our dream, I think Jesus would
consider the value of people over
against the value of a dream. “What
will we gain if we kill our brother and
cover up his blood?”

‘When someone’s done all the right. -
things and the dream is still just a
dream, I think Jesus would point to

- the narrator’s clue concerning divine

providence, “Thus they brought Jo-
seph into Egypt.”
God’s dream lives on
in the hidden ways of
God.

Tom Curry is pastor of
Parkland Baptist Church
in Louisville.
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Church sex-
education
resources

M “Christian Sex
Education Series,”
published by Family
Touch Press (formerly
LifeWay Press,
Nashville). The five
books, designed by the
Southern Baptist Sunday
School Board, include
three for parents to use
with young children,
older children and pre-
adolescents, as well as a
group study book for
adolescents-and a guide
for parents and church
leaders.

M “Learning About Sex:
A Series for the Christian
Family,” published by
Concordia Press. The
series consists of six
age-appropriate books
for parents, children and
teens.

M “Teen Sexuality
Resources,” published
by Abingdon Press. This
includes a kit for youth
leaders with a video,
leader’s guide and
student study guides.

M “Sex, Lies and ... the
Truth,” produced by
Focus on the Family.
This youth leader’s guide
and video emphasizes
biblical standards and
stresses abstinence.
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_er possibility of growing

.

Q. Do you have any words of wis-
dom for me and my fiancée as we
begin our married life together?

A, It would be impossible to fully
address the question in this limited
space. However, I suggest you base
your life on good character and high
moral values.

A beginning place is to seek to
manifest the fruit of the Spirit in your
relationship. Husbands
and wives who pay atten-
tion to cultivating the fruit
of the Spirit have a great-

in their relationship.

Goodness, the sixth in -
Paul’s fruit of the Spirit
list (Galatians 5:22-23) is
an important ingredient in
your marriage. This virtue
is a quality of character. A person who
practices goodness has high moral
values. Marriages based on biblical
values have a positive edge in what
might otherwise be a difficult situa-
tion.

Goodness can mean more than
positive values. The implication of the

word goodness is that Christians need -

to be good for something instead of
good for nothing. Being good for

" something implies that we have direc-

tion and purpose.

FAMILY

FORUM

As you begin your married life to-
gether, consider your purpose. Each
of you brings your own uniqueness to
this marriage. .

As you affirm one another’s gifts,
you also can consider your purpose as
a couple. In so doing, your marriage
can have direction and you can avoid
wandering aimlessly. In our fast-
paced world, it’s easy for married cou-
ples to become so preoccupied with
the pace that they take
each other for granted. I
challenge and encourage
you to place your relation-
ship with one another and
with God at the top of
your priority list. In so
doing you can achieve
goodness in your mar-
riage. — John Lepper

Q. While at a party recently my
husband became the center of at-
tention and received many laughs,
but they were at my expense. Do
you agree that put-downs are hurt-
ful to the person being put down?

A. Not only do I agree that put-
downs are hurtful to the person being
put down, I believe put-downs are
hurtful to relationships. .

Married couples have an emotion-
al or relational bank account. We

make deposits to this relational bank
account by building up our partner,
not by tearing him or her down. Ten-
derness and kindness are prime con-
tributors to our relational bank ac-
counts. One put-down can wipe out a
large relational bank account.

Paul championed the virtue of
building others up when he included
kindness in his fruit of the Spirit list
“(Galatians 5:22-23). Achieving the
fruit of the Spirit is not automatic. God
doesn’t simply bestow this on us for
being good. Achieving the fruit of the
Spirit is a collaborative effort.

We begin by staying connected to

the Spirit of Jesus Christ. Remember
what Jesus said about the importance
of the branch being connected to the
vine (John 15:1-5). Staying connect-
ed to God infuses us with life-giving
resources. Our part is to prune, fertil-
ize and nurture the fruit of the Spirit.
In so doing we also build up family
members.

Pruning, in this case, means re-
fraining from getting the easy laugh
at someone else’s expense. We nur-
ture this fruit of the Spirit as we prac-,
tice large and small kindnesses on a
daily basis.

Your challenge is to confront your
husband’s behavior in a kind, gentle
but firm way, without tearing him
down. — John Lepper

Churches urged to help with sex education

SAN ANTONIO (ABP)—Chris-
tian kids will learn about sex—if not
from churches and parents, then else-
where, educator Lane Powell told a
group of Baptists.

“If we say our children are not get-
ting sex education, we are fooling
ourselves,” said Powell, a professor at
Samford University in Birmingham,
Ala. Children are exposed to messag-
es about sexuality on television, in
music and from their peers, she said.

“Teaching about human sexuality
is a serious and unfulfilled need in the
Christian community,” Powell said in
a seminar at a recent statewide work-
shop of the Texas Baptist Christian
Life Commission.

Powell said sexuality should be
viewed as a “whole person concept,”

instead of being limited to facts about
biology and reproduction, she said.

Young people need to learn that
sexuality is a “good gift” from God
when it is tamed and kept within
boundaries, Powell asserted.

Teens need to understand that God
wants people to “use our heads as well
as our hormones,” she said.

Rather than simply instructing
young people just to “say no,” parents
should equip them for a good marital
relationship later in life by providing
important information, modeling
healthy sexuality and encouraging
open communication, Powell said.

Church leaders and parents should
work together in teaching human sex-
uality from a Christian perspective,
Powell maintained.

Church-based sexuality education
is most effective when integiated into
an already existing program and
taught by someone within the church
rather than an outside speaker, she
said. Relying on an outside “expert”
will communicate that sex is separate
from everything else they learn in
church, that it is not something peo-
ple in their church discuss, and that
no one in their church is available to
answer questions about sex, she ex-
plained.

Since most congregations lack a
knowledgeable sex educator in their
membership and not all churches have
staff members who are able to take
specialized training in the subject,
Powell recommended using a good,
ready-made curriculum.

Expert says teen sexual revolution underway

CHARLESTON, S.C.(BP)—At
a time when young people are far
more likely to acquire .a sexually
transmitted disease, a new sexual
revolution based on abstinence un-
til marriage appears to be underway,
sexual health expert Joe Mcllhaney
said at the annual seminar of the
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission.

The number of teenagers be-
tween the ages of 15 and 19 who are
still virgins increased from 1990 to
1995 by at least 5 percent among
both males and females, Mcllhaney

- reported in the opening session of

the seminar on “The Family & Hu-
man Sexuality: Reaffirming God’s
Design.”

In addition, about 25 percent of
teenagers who have been sexually ac-
tive in the past are now abstinent, he
said.

This new revolution is marked by
a personal commitment to remain sex-

ually abstinent until marriage and so-
cietal support for premarital absti-
nence and faithfulness in marriage,
said Mcllhaney, president of the Med-
ical Institute for Sexual Health in Aus-
tin, Texas. He praised “True Love
Waits,” the Southern Baptist-initiated
abstinence campaign for teens that has
spread to other countries.

Abstinence is the solution at a time
when the risks of acquiring a STD
“are enormously more ... than they
ever have been,” said Mcllhaney, a
longtime obstetrician-gynecologist
who has left his practice to direct the
institute.

This is “about real-life problems
that are real major, and it’s happening
to a whole lot of people,” Mcllhaney
said.

God “made sex a very, very good

thing,” he said. “Sex can be a very,

very good thing. Sex can be a very,
very bad thing. What’s important is
how we use it.

“Every time we research this, the
data is all” on the side of those who
teach abstinence until marriage in-
stead of the “safe-sex” approach of
instructing teens in the use of con-
doms and the practice of forms of sex
outside of genital intercourse, Mcll-
‘haney said.

National surveys show only 5 per-
cent to 21 percent of sexually active
singles always use a condom, and it
does not prevent some diseases from
being transferred, he said.

Abstinence until marriage is a re-

alistic goal, he said.

A study published last fall by the
Journal of American Medicine
showed the greatest factor in avoid-
ing risky behavior, including sexual
activity, was a high level of parent-
family connectedness, he said. In de-
laying sexual behavior, a significant
factor was parental disapproval of
their children being sexually active,
the report showed.

m A
Saying ‘thanks’
to those who give

By Doug Strader

The Bible helps us understand
that everyone has some basic
needs in life. One of those needs
is affirma-
tion. We
need to know
that we are
appreciated
and that what
we are doing
is making a

FINANCIAL
difference in

our world.

Churches are discovering they
should say “thanks” to all the
people who give of their time, tal-
ents, spiritual giftedness and fi-
nances. As growing Christians,
we know that our Lord expects
us to serve him, even if nobody
affirms our service. But the
church should say “thanks” to
‘those who give, in as many ways
as possible.

How can your church say
“thanks” to all the people who
give financially to the church? I
do not have an exhaustive list, but
maybe my list will cause you to
do some thinking.

I The pastor and/or steward-
ship committee chairperson
could take two or three minutes
during Sunday morning worship
to say “thanks.”

0 The pastor and/or steward-
ship committee chairperson
could write a thank-you letter to
all those who are giving finan-
cially to the church. (Have the fi-
nancial secretary furnish the
church secretary the names of
those who are contributing finan-
cially to the church.)

I Have special thank-you
cards printed and mailed to those
who are giving financially to the
church. _

I Have testimonies from lay-
people related to a specific min-
istry that is made possible be-
cause of the faithful contributions
of the people. Encourage the
speakers to say they are thankful
for the financial contributions
that make the ministry possible.

H Invite your director of mis-
sions to speak during morning
worship. A part of his message
could include a “thank you” for
your financial contribution to the
association. He could let mem-
bers know what the association
is able to do because of their fi-
nancial contributions.

B If possible, have a home
missionary and/or an internation-
al missionary speak on Sunday
morning and thank the church for
their financial support that en-
ables them to do their work.

The bottom line is not so
much what you say, but just the
fact that you are saying “thanks.
‘We appreciate you and what you
are doing.”

Doug Strader is director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s stew-
ardship department.
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Oakland church finds fund-raiser leads to ‘hallelujah’

By Joyce Sweeney Martin
Staff Writer

OAKLAND—When it comes to
fund-raising, it’s hard to beat the
members of Oakland Baptist
Church.

Last fall, in a “Challenge to
Build” money-raising marathon for
a new building, the church leapt
over their basic pledge goal, met the
“challenge goal” and moved on to
exceed the “hallelujah goal”—in
two nights.

In just two nights, members of
the Warren County congregation
pledged $400,000—$100,000 more
than the highest goal the church had
set. And this month, pledges reached
$470,000.

That is remarkable for a church
with an annual budget of $122,000
and a Sunday school attendance of
200, according to Doug Strader, who
leads the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion’s Challenge to Build program.

The program offers a church a

three-month fund-raising method tai-
lor-made for that congregation during
which members make pledges to be
paid during a three-year period. The
cost is usually about one-fourth that
of other programs, Strader said.

“We tell a church if they can raise
three times their annual budget over a
three-year period, they are exception-
al,” he said. “Oakland has far exceed-
ed that.” 3

The time was right for a major fi-
nancial challenge, Pastor Tom Stokes
said.

“The church hadn’t been chal-
lenged in years on giving,” he said.
Plus, the size of the church member-
ship, the addition of 20 new members
in the summer of 1996 and the com-
munity’s economic strength set the
stage for enthusiastic response to the
project, he said.

The Oakland community is fast
becoming a bedroom community of
Bowling Green and the potential for

numerical church growth is strong,

Stokes said.

While raising money wasn’t a ma-
jor hurdle for Oakland, sentimental
attachment to the old structure could
have been, Stokes said.

For many members, the 91-year-
old building was the only home
church in which they had worshipped,
he said. Members weren’t sure they
could give it up.

As Stokes talked with them he
learned their hesitation was not in
building a new church structure but in
tearing down the old one.

“They said if we saved the old
building, they were for the new one,”
he said. They liked the idea of using
the old sanctuary as a chapel.

Clearing that hurdle involved an-
other obstacle.

It seemed the only way the congre-
gation could keep the old building and
erect the proposed 20,000-square-foot

structure was to build on the parking |

lot. That would have limited parking,
Stokes said.

Just at the right time, a man who
owned land adjacent to the church

gave the land for additional parking.
Now, instead of the original 70 park-
ing spaces, the church will have 175
spots.

That was a turning point, Stokes

said.

“Ever since we got that lot, the
momentum for building has grown,”
Stokes said.

Pledged money is coming in “right
on time” and the church now regular-
ly exceeds its weekly budget, he said.
Before the Challenge to Build empha-
sis, they weren’t even meeting it, he
added.

Ground-breaking for the $750,000
facility will be March 15. It will in-
clude a sanctuary with offices, fellow-
ship hall and classrooms.

Stokes has nothing but praise for
the Challenge to Build program.

“I think it will work in any church,”
he said.

For information about Challenge to
Build, contact Doug Strader at the
Kentucky Baptist Convention,(502)
245-4101.

Ahortion, alcohol foes gain some Kentucky legislative successes

Continued from page 1
too is pleased with the progress made
this term. ;

Four bills important to that group
still are alive and expected to be vot-
ed on, she said.

“We’ve been assured that our bills
will get heard and have enough time
to pass in both chambers,” she said.
“We’ve been pursuing this type of leg-
islation for so long, and it looks like
we might be successful.”

Senate Bill 121, which would ban

' CLASSIFIED ADS , ‘

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and, full-time minister of mu-
sic—could be combined position.
Send resumé to: Dennis Sanders,
Chairman Search Committee, c/o Big
Bone Baptist Church, 11036 Big Bone
Church Road, Union, KY 41091.
Phone: (606) 384-1717; Pastor Mike
Jones.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
students. Send resumé to: Woodland
Baptist Church 809 N. Pope Lick
Road, Middletown, KY 40243, Attn:
Personnel Committee. (502) 244-
8344,

SEEKING: Summer intern for ac-
tive youth ministry. Will begin mid-
June and last for 7-8 weeks. Please
send resumé to: Stithton Baptist
Church, 95 Park Ave., Radcliff, KY
40160. :

SEEKING: Audubon Baptist
Church is currently seeking a part-
time minister of music. The church
seeks a mature Christian who is com-
mitted to music ministry. Experience
preferred. Interested persons should
send a resumé to: Audubon Baptist
Church, 1046 Hess Lane, Louisville,
KY 40217, or call the church office at
(502) 635-6750. ,

FOR SALE: Church pews, excel-
lent condition, 14 feet long, solid oak
with racks for hymnals and Bibles.

" Quantity of 24, $300 each. Please call

Forest Park Community Church in
Louisville, (502) 266-9163 or 266-
9898.

“partial-birth” abortions, passed 34-2
in the Senate and is now in the House
Judiciary Committee.

Senate Bill 217, which would es-
tablish standards for an abortion fa-
cility, passed 35-3 in the Senate and
is in the House Judiciary Committee.

House Bill 85 to require abortion
facilities to give information about
abortion, medical risk and alternatives
to a client 24 hours before an abor-
tion, was passed out of the House Ju-
diciary Committee. But, as of late last

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for worship services and choir.
All inquiries please respond to: Mt.
Freedom Baptist Church, 100 S. Lex-
ington Ave., Wilmore, KYY 40390.

RETREAT: Glorieta Conference
Center. Stay with family spring, sum-
mer, fall or winter. Call (800) 797-
4222 to make reservations or for in-
formation.

WANTED: Person to fill the po-
sition of associate pastor of music and
youth. Exciting, growing church in
central Kentucky is looking for a dy-
namic person to fill this dual-role po-
sition on its staff. This is a full-time
position. If you are interested in ap-
plying for this position or learning
more about the position, please for-
ward a resumé to the Personnel Com-
mittee, Great Crossing Baptist
Church, 1061 Stamping Ground
Road, Georgetown, KY 40324, Attn:
Rev. Art Hardin.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth. Please send resumé to: Person-
nel Committee, Rockford Lane Bap-
tist, 2006 Rockford Lane, Louisville,
KY 40216, Attn: Helen Abell.

FOR SALE: Baldwin church or-
gan, manual type. $500 or best offer.
Call (502) 223-0138 or write Hillcrest
Baptist Church, 684 Devils Hollow
Road, Frankfort, KY 40601,

SEEKING: Southside Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time custo-
dian for 15-20 hours per week. Call
Monday-Thursday (502) 363-3915.

week, representatives had added at
least 18 amendments to the bill on the
floor of the House.

House Bill 293, which would have
allowed someone to be prosecuted for
wrongful death for action destroying
a fetus—excluding abortion and ac-
tions by the mother—passed 83-5 and
was sent to the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee.

A similar bill, Senate Bill 249, was
to have been debated by the full Sen-
ate, but instead it was reassigned to

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
college students. Rich Pond Baptist
Church. Send resumé to: Personnel
Committee, 200 Brad Ave, Bowling
Green, KY 42104.

SEEKING: Minister of educa-
tion for rapidly growing congrega-
tion (199 new members in 1997).
Primary responsibilities include im-
plementing improvements in educa-
tion program and equipping teach-
ers and leaders. Secondary respon-
sibility will be associate pastor.
Learn more about us at our web site:
www.fbcmaryville.com. For consid-
eration of this exciting role in our
ministry team, please send a resumé
of experience, education and testi-
mony in confidence to: Search Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville, IL
62062.

SEEKING: Red House Baptist
Church is receiving resumés for the
position of minister of education/
music. Please submit your resumé
to: Rev. Chris Kurtz, Red House
Baptist Church, 2301 Red House
Road, Richmond, KY 40475.

SEEKING: Pastor; immediate
opening. Bivocational or seminary
student for small church nestled in
a valley just 3 miles east of Dixie
Highway on Highway 44 in Bullitt
County, Kentucky. Interested par-
ties may submit resumé to: Bruce
Sanders, chairman, Pulpit Search
Committee, 265 Cupio Lodge Road,
West Point, KY 40177.

the Senate Budget Committee for an-
other hearing.

Other measures of interest to Ken-
tucky Baptists: :

House Bill 13 to ban same-sex
marriages in Kentucky was passed by
the House Judiciary Committee last
week 14-2. S5,

Senate Bill 21 to establish a merit
scholarship trust fund from lottery
proceeds was passed by the Senate
Education Committee and has gone to
the full Senate.

SEEKING: Tomahawk Baptist
Mission, a growing new work in
Eastern Kentucky, is in need of an
additional church van. If you could
help in this regard, contact: (606)
395-0034 or (606) 298-7135.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of LaCenter, Ky., is currently ac-
cepting resumés for a full-time min-
ister of music, C/Y. Send resumé to:
Personnel Committee, P.O. Box
239, LaCenter, KY 42056.

SEEKING: Youth minister for
approximately 25 youth with good
potential for growth in small south-
eastern community. Need to have
genuine love for youth and a heart
that desires to reach youth for
Christ. Send inquiry or resumé to:
Youth Search Committee, c/o First
Baptist Church, 317 Madison St.,
Whitesburg, KY 41858. Telephone:
(606) 633-2277.

SEEKING: Bogota Baptist Chap-
el is searching for a pastor able to live
and work in a cross-cultural situation.
Must have heart for missions, be out-
going, people-person, like working
with children of all ages. Feel the call?
Please email Inge Ortiz at
alortiz@impsat.net or Eric Leaver at
leaverbunch@openway.com.

RETREAT: Myrtle Beach
Ocean View Retreat. Youth, seniors
and musical groups (groups of up to
50). 307 1st Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC
29577. Leave message: (803) 626-
70609.

Georgetown
announces
school link

GEORGETOWN—
Georgetown College is
linking with Central High
School of Louisville to
provide college mentors
for high school students.
~ The program will
emphasize continuing
education, such as
preparing for college
entrance exams, college
readiness, cultivation of
academic interests,
college admission
practices, financial
planning and
scholarship
opportunities.

“Career development
is important to
Georgetown’s students,
and it is at the core of
Central’s magnet
program,” said Judy
Rogers, Georgetown’s
vice president for ethics
and leadership.

Central High has 15
students who competed
for the mentorship class.
The program will include
a weekend on the
Georgetown College
campus, cultural events
and etiquette training at
the Lafayette Club in
Lexington.

Students who
complete the program
will be eligible for a
$2,000 per year
scholarship to
Georgetown College.
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“Several times we
commented that
this is not the
Japan we’ve lived
in.”

Southern Baptist
missionary Tony Woods

Nagano volunteers offer ﬂlymplc fans more than gold’

By Marty Croll

“SBC International Mission Board

NAGANO, Japan (BP)—For a
few days, the Olympic city of Naga-
no, Japan, was like a growing mission
field.

A great number of people were
open to hearing about Jesus. Many
were inquiring about issues of faith.
A few were even searching.

That’s quite a change from the Ja-
pan most Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board missionaries

“said they know and love. But a wel-

come one, nonetheless.

And when the Winter Olympic
Games were finished, 350 volun-
teers—including 60 Southern Bap-
tists—and other full-time Christian
workers from inside and outside of
Japan had greeted thousands of sports
fans and led at least 100 people to
make professions of faith in Jesus
Christ.

“Several times we commented that
this is not the Japan we’ve lived in,”
said Southern Baptist missionary

. Tony Woods, who coordinated the

Nagano Olympic Evangelism Com-
mittee.

Japanese are known for being
more open when they’re away from
the traditions of home, and the great
number of foreigners created that at-
mosphere, Woods said. “It was like
when they got off the train in Naga-
no, they were in a magic land and they
wanted to hear what we had to say.”

At one point, a coffee shop manned
by Christian volunteers reported 10
people a day were deciding to become
Christians. Volunteers gave away
cross-shaped ‘“Nagano 1998” trading
pins the committee designed. Chris-
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MORE THAN GOLD W Left: A Southern Baptist volunteer team shares “More Than Gold” evangelistic booklets outside Olympic Stadium
in Nagano. Many volunteer teams passed out literature in the crowd, while others engaged in more direct street evangelism. M Right:
Dick Reasoner from Atlanta fits a balloon hat on a child outside a Christian ministry cafe. Christian workers—including 60 Southern
Baptist volunteers and 20 International Mission Board missionaries—cooperated in the Christian outreach project. (BP photos by

Tommy Hughes)

tians explained their beliefs by using
the pin, and reportedly distributing at
least 14,000 of them.

And the ad hoc collection of evan-
gelicals from various groups distrib-
uted all of the 200,000 tracts and
Scripture portions available to them
by the time the games were over.

They also gave out nearly 4,000
copies of the “Jesus” video in 52 lan-
guages. One large group of athletes
from a country closed to the gospel
was able to watch the entire evange-
listic film one. night in the Olympic

Village’s religious center, where a -

Japanese pastor had set up public
screenings, Woods said.

Also, a group of Russian athletes
kept coming into the religious center

to ask questions. Finally, 13 of them
prayed to accept Jesus as Savior.
Evangelicals secured strategic lo-
cations near Olympic venues to inter-
act with Japanese and international
visitors alike. One coffeehouse sat on
a thoroughfare between Olympic fes-
tivities. and the train station that
brought people into Nagano. People
walked in from the street and watched
Olympics events on the big-screen

Southern Baptist physician Stuart
Sanders worked in the hospital set up
for athletes inside Olympic Village
and was able to share his faith as he
met competitors, their families and
other hospital staff, said IMB mission-
ary Marsha Woods.

Many volunteer teams passed out
Christian literature in the crowd or
engaged fans in more direct street
evangelism with balloons and pup-
pets. Their Southern accents seemed
to attract the attention of internation-
als—especially younger people.

Southern Baptist Steve Hoekstra,
a resort minister from Aspen, Colo.,
dressed up like a Colorado mountain
man and went into the crowds to
preach—only to find himself thronged
with people who wanted to get their
pictures taken with him. So volunteers
stayed close and shared the gospel as
people were attracted to him, first ex-
plaining he was a Baptist preacher
from America and then telling them
about Jesus.

250 women accept hishop’s
alternative to ahortmn offer

GLASGOW, Scotland (RNS)—A
year ago, in a move that attracted at-
tention around the world, Roman
Catholic Cardinal Thomas Winning,
archbishop of Glasgow, offered finan-
cial and practical help to women with
unwanted pregnancies if they would
carry their babies to term.

During the past 12 months, the car-
dinal’s office said March 3, about 250
pregnant women have taken him up
on the offer.

Winning’s office said that during

the past year, 46 babies, including one

set of twins, have been born to wom-
en helped by the plan, while another

. 44 are due in the next few months.

Currently, 136 women are being cared
for in various practical ways.
But nearly 12,000 abortions took

place in Scotland in 1996, the last year

for which figures are available—an
average of 230 a week.

Winning, however, expressed his
delight in knowing that “so many
young mothers who desperately want-
ed to keep, their babies, but felt they
had no way of doing so, have been
helped to make the right decision.”

In making his offer a year ago, he
said it would all have been worthwhile
if just one baby was saved.

“Now, when I look at the figures,
I’'m bowled over to think that around

THOMAS WINNING during last year’s
announcement. (RNS photo)

100 children are either born or about
to be born whose very existence was
under threat a few months ago,” he
added.

Winning’s office said a number of
dioceses throughout the world, includ-
ing Ireland, South Africa, Canada and
the United States, have expressed in-
terest in the program with a view to
setting up similar initiatives.



By David Anderson
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Rich

. Hamlin, pastor of Evangelical Re-

formed Church of Tacoma, Wash.,
feels besieged. -

Local prosecutors and the courts,
he told members of Congress, are
threatening him with jail because he
refuses to tell law enforcement offi-
cials the contents of a confession he
heard from a young suspect.

Hamlin said he was ordered to
give a deposition in the case but “re-
spectfully refused to answer ... My
responsibilities as a pastor would be
seriously undermined if the confi-
dential nature of confession could be
destroyed by the government wield-
ing a subpoena.”

As aresult, he said, he was threat-
ened with jail.

Hamlin was one of a parade of
witnesses Feb. 26 before a House
Judiciary subcommittee who told
the panel that their free exercise of
religion has been under attack since
the 1997 Supreme Court ruling
striking down the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act.

RFRA, as the law is known, was
enacted in 1993 and made it more
difficult for government officials to
interfere with religious practices by
requiring they show their actions
serve a “compelling state interest”
and that there was no less invasive

Religious freedom under seige, witnesses tell Gongress |

means of achieving that interest.
When enacted in 1993, RFRA
had the support of one of this na-
tion’s broadest coalitions of reli-
gious groups ever. It included the
nation’s major Roman Catholic,

Protestant, Jewish, Muslim and oth- -

er religious institutions.

“America was founded upon the
notion that the government should
not interfere with the religious prac-
tices of its citizens,” Rep. Charles
Canady, R-Fla., chairman of the
subcommittee, said in opening the
hearing.

Canady said the Supreme Court
ruling, which struck down RFRA on
the grounds it was not a valid exer-
cise of Congress’ power, was an un-
fortunate decision and “we in Con-
gress should work to restore protec-
tion” for the free exercise of reli-
gion.

The cases of alleged government
harassment spelled out for the law-
makers by the nearly one dozen wit-
nesses ranged from cases involving
zoning issues to the refusal to rent
to unmarried couples on religious
grounds.

Zari Wigall, a student at Sacra-
mento City College in 1994, recalled
how she declined to sign an “oath
of allegiance” when she applied for
two jobs at the publicly funded col-
lege, one serving as a tour guide, the
other working in a theater. As a Je-
hovah’s Witness, she believes she

Updated Lord’s Prayer hacked
despite conservative criticism

By Robert Nowell
Religion News Service

LONDON (RNS)—Efforts to
exile a modern-language version of
the Lord’s Prayer to the appendix
of the Church of England’s liturgy
have been soundly defeated by the
denomination’s top decision-mak-
ing body.

The modern-language version,
drawn up by the International Con-

-sultation on Engish in the Liturgy
in 1975, and which also is used in
some mainline Protestant churches
in the United States, has come un-
der sharp fire from conservatives.

As a result of the action by the
general synod, which met Feb. 10-
11, the new liturgy being prepared
for use in congregations of the
Church of England in the next cen-
tury will include the contemporary
as well as the traditional version of
one of the world’s most famous
prayers.

The prayer is found in two ver-
sions in the Bible—Matthew 6:9-13
and Luke 11:2-4.

The chief differences in the two
texts is that the contemporary ver-
sion uses the words “sins” and “sin”
rather than “trespasses” and tres-
pass” or, in the King James Ver-
sion, “debts” and debtors,” as most
liturgical translations use. The up-
dated translation also renders the
familiar “lead us not into tempta-
tion” as “save us from the time of
trial.”

The aim of the contemporary

translation is to create a single mod-
ern version of the prayer all En-
glish-speaking churches—Protes-
tant, Anglican and Roman Catho-
lic—can agree on.

According to Anglican officials
at the synod, the contemporary ver-
sion already is used in English-lan-
guage congregations in the Philip-
pines and India, as well as in New
Zealand.

According to these officials, the
late Mother Teresa once caused
some confusion at the Irish shrine
of Knock when she used the con-
temporary version when leading a
recitation of the rosary.

But Bishop Peter Nott of Nor-
wich, England, said he found it
“both confusing and divisive” to
have different versions of the
Lord’s Prayer in circulation, and
questioned whether accuracy of
translation should be paramount.

“Beauty of language in liturgy is
as important as accuracy of transla-
tion,” he told the synod.

“And it is beauty that makes lan-

guage memorable, and by repeti-

tions enables it to be learned by
heart,” he added.

Nott said he is “absolutely cer-
tain” a very substantial number of

people both inside and outside the -

church know the Lord’s Prayer by
heart—the vast majority of them in
the traditional form.

Nevertheless, he failed to persuade
the synod to relegate the modern ver-
sion to an appendix. His motion was
defeated by a 272-68 vote.

can pledge allegiance to no one but
God.

“I just didn’t think this would be
such an issue and that, because of
my religious beliefs, I would have
two jobs taken away from me,” she
told the committee.

Rabbi Chaim Baruch Rubin of
Congregation Etz Chaim in Los An-
geles, testified that local zoning laws
“are being used as a latter-day re-
strictive covenant making it essen-
tially impossible for many Orthodox
Jews to live.” His congregation, he
said, was refused permission to
build a synagogue in the Hancock
Park section of Los Angeles.

“One of the most fundamental
practices of an Orthodox Jew is the
strict observance of the Sabbath,”
Rubin said. “Refraining from using
any mechanized modes of transpor-
tation is a basic tenet of our obser-
vance. Consequently, wherever one
sees Orthodox Jewish life anywhere
in the world, homes and houses of
worship exist in close proximity to
one another.”

Nevertheless, he said, the city has
taken the position it will not allow

of those who chose to live there.”

Another state makes its mov

any house of worship in a six-
square-mile area of Hancock Park.
Such a position, Rubin said,
while not posing a threat or burden
to the practice of any other religion,
“effectively locks the Orthodox
community out of the neighborhood
or places an unfair burden on many

Canady and other supporters of
RFRA are still seeking the best ap-
proach to respond to the Supreme
Court ruling and no legislation has
been drafted or introduced that
would put new standards into place
to restrict government interference
with religious practices.

Leader: Trip raised freedom of faith issues in China

- ORLANDO, Fla. (RNS)—A delegation of U.S.
religious leaders received a pledge from Chinese
officials that religious freedom will be part of the
ongoing discussions between the United States
and the communist regime, according to a
member of the delegation.

“Chinese President Jiang Zemin did make the
statement that in U.S.-Sino relations, the issue of
religious freedom would be on the agenda for
continued discussion,” Don Argue, president of
the National Association of Evangelicals, said
March 2.

Argue made his comments at a luncheon
Monday at the start of the NAE’s annual summit
meeting which-brings together the nation’s top
evangelical leaders.

At the luncheon, Argue spoke mostly in
general terms about the Feb. 8-28 trip he made

~ with a delegation that also included Jewish and

Catholic leaders. He said more specific details
would be announced at a news conference March
18 in New York City.

Argue’s delegation included Roman Catholic
Archbishop Theodore McCarrick of Newark, N.J.,
and Rabbi Arthur Schneier of the Appeal of
Conscience Foundation and five others. The trip
was paid for by a foundation and all members of
the group were funded with private American

-money rather than from either the U.S. or Chinese

government.
~Inastatement he read at the close of a news
conference following the luncheon speech, Argue,

noting freedom of belief is included in the Chinese -
- Constitution, said officially registered churches -

are allowed to pursue “normal religious
activities,” such as worship, production of
religious books and provision of social services
within “clearly defined parameters.”

But for unregistered, or underground,
churches—which many believe include the
majority of Chinese Christians—religious freedom
is not guaranteed, he said.

“Participants in unofficial religious activities
may be subject to harassment, fines, detention,
even imprisonment, although treatment by local
authorities varies widely from place to place,” he
said.

Argue reported the delegation was able to
make “multiple contacts” with unregistered
churches and he reported that members of these
underground congregations are not afraid of .
persecution. “It is a way of life to them,” he said.

Argue also told the 350 evangelical leaders
gathered at the luncheon that the delegation gave
Chinese officials a list of people they were
concerned about. Asked at a news conference to
describe the people on the list, Argue said they
included “those who were persecuted, in prison,
not heard from.”

But he declined to be more specific because of
the sensitive nature of the issue.

in addition, Argue said church officials in
China affirmed the NAE’s decision last year to
remain neutral in the U.S. political fight over
granting China Most Favored Nation trade status.
A number of conservative Christians, led by the
Family Research Council’s Gary Bauer, had
intensely-1obbied Congress to deny China MFN
status on the basis of the religious persecution
issue.

“That (NAE neutrality) received strong
affirmation in my visit, both with the registered
and unregistered churches in China,” Argue said.
“Some are making MFN a political issue and the
church in China is saying ‘please don't politicize
the issue.”
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“My question is,
after you are in the
country legally, do

you participate in
illegal activities?”
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Missionaries disagree over use of covert tactics

Continued from page 2 _
track in China gradually came to be
viewed as “inefficient” by IMB ad-
ministrators because the nature of the
program did not permit missionaries
to take credit for large numbers of
baptisms or new-church starts.

“The present board strategy toward
China may be good for the promotion
of missions,-but it is, in my opinion,
harmful to the practice of missions and
is definitely having a limited, if not
negative, effect on the church in Chi-
na,” Winstead said.

The IMB will not say how many
missionaries work in China. One
source estimated between 150 and
200.

But Rankin has targeted China and
India, an area which combined repre-
sents 35 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, for at least 1,000 missionaries
over the next five years.

“They want a blitzkrieg,” said Ann
Wilson of Midland, Mich., a volun-
teer English teacher in China through
the IMB six of the last seven summers.
“Doing that in China is going to cre-
ate difficulties for Chinese Christians,
because that is not within the frame-
work of the law.”

Willis said all IMB personnel in
China are there legally, “through
channels made available to the gener-
al public.”

“I believe that’s true. I do not ques-
tion that,” responded a current mis-
sionary who asked not to be identified.
“My question is after you are in the
country legally, do you participate in
illegal activities?” the missionary said.

“My observation is China does not
care if you’re Christian. China cares
if you’re legal or not.”

One practice reportedly being used
is to get missions personnel into Chi-
na on a visa saying they are there to
start a new business, when their main
purpose is to start churches.

In an interview with the Alabama
Baptist newspaper, Rankin denied the
IMB created any “sham” businesses
to serve as covers for missionaries. “If
we send someone to China as a shoe
salesman, that person sells shoes,”
Rankin said. “He may not sell the
most shoes ever sold or make the big-
gest profit, but he sells shoes.”

But Winstead said the issue is more
complicated than that. “There may be
a shoe salesman who sells shoes, but-
what the board is not telling you is that
the shoe salesman lets his offices and
facilities in China be used for religious
purposes, which is illegal.”

Chinese regulations permit for-
eigners to participate in Chinese reli-
gious activities, but do not allow them
to “establish religious organizations,
liaison offices and venues for religious
activities or run religious schools and
institutes within China.”

Winstead, who worked 25 years as
an IMB missionary, including six
years in China, before retiring in pro-
test.of the board’s China policy, de-
scribed a meeting he attended one
winter in a Guangzhou hotel.

Arriving late, Winstead and his
wife registered at the hotel and in-
formed a clerk they were part of the
“CSI” conference. (CSI stands for
Cooperative Services International, a
since-discontinued department origi-
nally formed to facilitate IMB work

in China.) Told the hotel had no record
of a CSI conference, the Winsteads
scanned a list of companies holding
meetings and recognized names list-
ed under the company “Watson and
Associates.” Checking the list further,
they found their names there and
checked into the hotel.

“When we questioned some in our
group about ‘Watson and Associates,’

rate.

Later, CSI showed up on a black-
list issued by China’s education de-
partment of agencies that Chinese
schools “were not supposed to deal
with,” Wilson said.

Pressing the issue with a local
school official, Wilson was told the
problem likely occurred over activi-

ties in “western China,” where CSI

we were told it was
a consulting firm
established by one
of the strategic co-
ordinators,” Win-
stead ~recalled. T
“We were quite upset that our name
was associated with one of these busi-
ness fronts, which made it appear that
we were participating in their decep-
tion.” :

Such lack of communication was
not uncommon between personnel in
the IMB’s “open” and “closed” Chi-
na tracks, said Charlie Wilson, a
former IMB liaison to the CCC.

“The left hand didn’t know what
the right hand was doing over there,”
said Wilson, a 12-year missionary
now on leave in North Carolina.

As the IMB began to focus on “un-
reached peoples” in China, the agen-
cy began placing personnel in “plac-
es that they would consider very stra-
tegic,” but which were also “political-
ly strategic and sensitive from a geo-
political perspective,” Wilson said.

“I understand some of the secrecy
in those areas,” Wilson said. “When
that kind of secrecy reigned supreme,
the blanket of secrecy engulfed us,
t0o.”

In casual meetings, non-resident
personnel, those in the “closed” track,
explained that when questioned about
who sent them, they sometimes used
the name CSI, even though the two
departments were technically sepa-
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had no personnel
but work with un-
reached peoples
was well estab-
lished.

. Those activities
were “not evil, not immoral, not bad,”
Wilson said, but personnel using
CSI’s name were “doing some things
that were questionable in the eyes of
the Chinese authorities.”

Winstead and others close to the
CCC say such practices are unethical,
unnecessary and harm Christians in
China by reinforcing anti-Western ste-

reotypes.

A common perception among typ-
ical, non-Christian, communist citi-
zens is that Christianity was used by
Westerners to “get into China,” Tow-
ery said. As a result, Christianity “has
always been suspect as a foreign reli-
gion,” he said.

“This is the biggest job Chinese
Christians have had to do, break with
that foreign label,” Towery said.

The CCC has fought that percep-
tion by strict adherence to principles
of the Three-Self Patriotic Movement,
which require that Christianity in Chi-
na be self-supporting, self-perpetuat-
ing and self-governing.
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Phllllp Johnson
Author of
Darwin on Trial,
Reason in
the Balance,
and Defeating
Darwinism

The C‘reation—Evqution
Debate Continues

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary Presents

Phillip E. Johnson, Professor of Law, University of California-Berkeley.
“Phillip Johnson is our age’s clearest thinker on the issue of evolution and
its impact on society.” — Michael Behe, author of Darwin’s Black Box

“Darwinism: What It Is and Why It Is Vulnerable”
7 p.m. Monday, March 23
A question and answer time will follow this presentation.

“In The Beginning Was The Word”

10 a.m. Tuesday, March 24
Seminary Chapel Service in Alumni Chapel and broadcast
live on the FAITH Channel, Channel 19 on local cable.

“How To Change The World Starting At Home”
Noon Tuesday, March 24
Luncheon $5.00. Limited seating available.
Doors open at 11:30 a.m. Reservations required for luncheon. -

Call (502) 897-4112 to make luncheon reservations or E-mail
your name, address and phone number to Ismith@sbts.edu.

|l The Southern Baptist

"1w. | Theological Seminary
4 2825 Lexington Road

Louisville, Kentucky

Sessions held in Chiles Hall.
I-64 to Grinstead. Call 1 800 626-5525,
ext. 4112 for more information or
visit our web site: www.sbts.edu.
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Even IMB’s critics disagree over covert missionaries

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)—Even .

critics of the Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board’s “two-track”
China policy disagree over the use of
“covert” missions practices.

Some say it is patently unethical
for missionaries to use deception or
break laws. Others argue there is a
place for using non-traditional—even
covert—methods in countries which
do not allow religious freedom.

“Something has to be done. Those
people can’t be left without the gos-
pel,” said Harlan Spurgeon, who re-
cently retired as a missions adminis-
trator for the Cooperative Baptist Fel-
lowship.

But Spurgeon, who was an admin-
istrator with the IMB (formerly For-
eign Mission Board) when it began
using a two-track approach in China
in the 1980s, said it is a wrong ap-
proach for China today.

“This is really against missiology,”
said Spurgeon, who now serves as the
CBF’s China consultant. “We have
misinterpreted who China is.”

Unlike other largely unreached
nations, he said, China ‘‘has a vital and
growing Christian minority,” making
a two-track approach unnecessary.

When Baptists renewed involve-
ment in China in the 1980s, Spurgeon
said, many people in the West doubt-
ed new freedoms would last. But Chi-
na has continued to open to the world
and to change. “Mission-sending
groups can no longer justify a two-
track approach on the basis of an un-
certain future,” he said.

Rankin charges CBF behind China problem;

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)—The
China Christian Council’s decision to
break ties with the Southern Baptist
Convention may have been prompted
by a meeting with a delegation from
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship,
Jerry Rankin has suggested. .

Officials at the Fellowship, a mod-
erate group which offers Southern
Baptist churches an alternative mis-
sions program to the SBC’s conser-
vative-led International Mission
Board, denied the charge. They say
leadership changes at both the CCC
and IMB are a more likely cause.

In a statement released Feb. 27
through Baptist Press, International
Mission Board President Jerry Rankin
claimed “nothing had changed in
terms of IMB policy and strategy” to
prompt a November lettér from Chi-
na Christian Council President Wen-
zao Han criticizing the IMB’s “two-
track’ missions approach in China.

However, Rankin said, representa-
tives of the Atlanta-based Fellowship
met with CCC leaders two weeks be-
fore Han’s letter was released.

Han’s letter, which announced the
CCC would no longer work with the
IMB or other organizations using a
“two-track” approach, left the door
open for the CCC “to work in part-
nership with Southern Baptistindivid-
uals, organizations and churches who

Britt Towery, the first China liai-
son of Cooperative Services Interna-
tional, a now defunct department
formed primarily to facilitate IMB
work in China, claims Southern Bap-
tists originally promised to work ex-
clusively in China with the CCC.

But Keith Parks, who at the time
was president of the FMB, said South-
ern Baptists from the beginning ex-
pressed interest in unreached people
groups in China.

In the early to mid-1980s, he said,
China’s Christian leadership “was
testing its own

establishing work with minorities.
Parks’ own position on this issue
apparently has changed. Though he

was president of the FMB when the’

two-track system was begun, he has
not adopted a similar approach in his
current work as missions coordinator
for CBF.

The main focus of CBF’s global
missions program is on unreached
people groups, Parks said. Most CBF
missionaries are in foreign countries
on other than a missionary visa, he
said. “We don’t use false passports.
We don’t bribe

new freedom”
and “was so
overwhelmed
with its own
needs and the
needs of the Han
Chinese  that *

they could not focus energy with what
they called the minorities—we would
call people groups— there.

“We backed away from pressuring
them, although we chose to continue
to work with them in whatever way
we could,” Parks said.

Later, the IMB developed a new
missions strategy employing “non-
resident” missionaries to infiltrate
people groups closed to the gospel.

“When we began implementing
the non-resident missionary program,
some of the people groups were in
China,” Parks said. “We already knew
there was no reason to ask the CCC if
this was something they would agree
with.”

Now, a decade later, Parks said
Wenzao Han and other CCC leaders
have indicated they are interested in

are prepared to work openly and
above board.” Rankin called that state-
ment “an obvious reference to CBF.”

“There was an immediate cam-
paign initiated among some IMB per-
sonnel in China to resign and seek
sponsorship of CBF,” Rankin said.
“The CBF global missions office has
publicly sought to enlist volunteer
teachers as the ‘legal channel for
Southern Baptists to serve in China’
in spite of the fact that the Internation-
al Mission Board is continuing to re-
ceive requests and send volunteer
teachers to China legally and openly.”

Fellowship leaders denied the al-
legation.

Ron Winstead, a former IMB mis-
sionary who now is the Fellowship’s
China liaison, termed Rankin’s sug-
gestion that the Fellowship was some-
how responsible for the CCC’s action
“totally inaccurate.”

Winstead admitted that he and an-
other CBF representative, Harlan
Spurgeon, visited CCC leaders one
month prior to Han’s letter but said
Han was not present at the meeting.
“To suggest that Dr. Spurgeon or I
have that kind of influence with Dr.
Han is to reveal a lack of understand-
ing of CCC leaders, who do not kow-
tow to foreigners, and we respect them
for that,” Winstead said.

Winstead also denied that CBF ini-
tiated a campaign to lure China mis-
sionaries to leave the IMB. As early
as June 1997, IMB teachers in China

officials. We
don’t sneak
across borders.
Our visas are le-
gitimate.”

A mission-
ary’s visa may
be to teach Enghsh or be a technical
adviser, Parks said. “The person get-
ting that visa will do something in that
area to justify getting that visa.”

Asked if a CBF missionary would
break a law against proselytizing,
Parks responded: “My definition is we
keep the letter of the law and violate
the spirit of a nation’s law at times in
order that we carry out the spirit of the
Christian law.”

Yet even that practice is viewed as
unethical by some missionaries.

One current IMB missionary who
asked not to be identified said any
missions philosophy in China ought
to be concerned both with reaching

“up” to government leaders as well as

“out” to minorities.
“When we use covert methods,”
the missionary said, “what we are say-

began contacting the Fellowship’s
Hong Kong office to inquire about
switching to CBF, Winstead said.
They were told CBF had no funds to
support them.

~ After Han’s letter, he said, “all but
two” of the teachers contacted his of-
fice a second time.

At least 15 long-time missionaries
have left China through a series of
resignations, retirements and transfers
during several years of internal ten-
sion between advocates of the board’s
“open” and “closed” tracks in China.

“All resignations were purely in-
dividual decisions without pressure or
promise from CBF, as the teachers
will tell you,” Winstead said.

IMB President Rankin has a dif-
ferent take on the situation.

“We regret that five or six valued
and effective missionary personnel
have chosen to resign in disagreement
with the policy and strategy of the
IMB,” Rankin said.

“It is unfortunate that some of
these, who developed very close rela-
tionships with CCC leaders, lost their
objectivity and ability to respect the
calling and conviction of colleagues
who were led of God to serve through
other channels. Their willingness to
reveal and betray those who had no
accountability to the CCC and distort
their role as illegal contributed to an
internal crisis that had to be resolved
in order for us to fulfill our mission
with unity and integrity.”

ing to the government leaders and
policy makers in China, is ... “The God
we speak of thinks it’s OK to disobey
the laws of the land, show disrespect
for government and leadership. Itis a
God who approves and sanctions
coverup and deceit.’

“Why would anyone want to be-
lieve in that kind of God? I wouldn’t.”

The bottom line for a lot of people
is the end justifies the means, added
Charlie Wilson, a 12-year China mis-
sionary now on leave of absence in
North Carolina. “We have a high and
noble end—the Great Commission.
So, whatever the means.”

Wilson disagrees with that view- -

point. “I think our methods should
reflect the personality and nature of
our Savior,” he said.

Parks said one reason that one-
fourth of the world has little or no
Christian presence is because in many
places it is illegal for people to con-
vert to Christianity. “Then you have
to ask the question, ‘Is that block of
25 million people, or whoever it is, off
limits to Christians?’ If the govern-
ment says you can’t witness there, you
can’t go?”

“I had to come down on the side
that the Lord’s command to go to all
people doesn’t have any caveats,”
Parks said.

“I feel like there is a spiritual law
that supersedes civil law on some oc-
casions,” Parks continued. “And there
are times we have to follow the com-
mand of the Lord and scriptural teach-
ing, or otherwise we automatically al-
low governments to determine that a
large portion of people will never hear
the gospel.”

CBF denies it

Other observers say the strained
relationship between the CCC and
IMB likely has more to do with pre-

vious personnel changes in both or- -

ganizations. s

Bishop K.H. Ting, longtime lead-
er of the China Christian Council; dis-
approved of some IMB activities in
China but did not force the issue, ac-
cording to former missionaries. Ting
retired and was replaced last year as
CCC president by Han Wenzao, who
has a more confrontational style.

At the IMB, meanwhile, a series of
retirements, resignations and transfers
over several years has replaced a core
group of China missionaries commit-
ted to cooperation with the CCC with
personnel “more or less opposed” to
the CCC, said Britt Towery, a 30-year
missionary who took early retirement
from the IMB in 1992.

Towery described one person now
involved in the high-level administra-
tion of the IMB’s work in China as “a
died-in-the-wool Bible smuggler and
undercover agent.”

Keith Parks, former president of
what is now the IMB, concurred with
Towery’s assessment.

“The truth is (this administrator) ...
has been publicly critical of the China
Christian Council,” Parks said. “Re-
lationships are everything, and he
does not have cordial relationships
with the CCC.”

The administrator named did not
respond to a request for comment.
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“When we use
covert methods,
what we are saying
to the government
leaders and policy
makers in China, is
... ‘The God we
speak of thinks it’s
OK to disobey the
laws of the land,
show disrespect
for government
and leadership. It
is a God who
approves and
sanctions coverup
and deceit.’”

At least 15 long-

“time IMB

missionaries have
left China through
a series of
resignations,
retirements and
transfers during
several years of
internal tension
between advocates
of the board’s
“open” and’
“closed” tracks in
China.
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__ Buslnessman' cmna holdmg clergy. A
U.S. businessman who has established
ties with the Chinese government says
Beijing has dgtamed doz_ens of Catholic

12

w members and bolste’nng' its
. accordmg to Japan's Public

drive a bus, - was what one bus driver

told British industrial chaplain Sylvia. -~
- Wood. So at age 57, Wood, one of three

full-time industrial chaplains in the

Church of England’s diocese of o
- Chelmsford, learned how to drive a bus.
_ She’s set to take her public service -
- vehicle driver’s test this month. Wood's

“parish” also includes deep-sea divers,

~ but she has no plans to don a suitand
experience deep-sea diving.

Helping freshmen succeed

By Robert Dunston

Recently two of our faculty
members received national recog-
nition for their efforts to help fresh-
men at Cumberland College adjust
to and succeed in college life.

Linda Carter, dean of student life

- and assistant professor of education,

and Kathy Fish, associate professor
of English, were recog-
nized by the National
Resource Center for the
Freshman Year Experi-
ence and by Wadsworth

community service requirement.
Each INSIGHTS class of 15 to
20 students is led by one faculty
member and two students. Faculty
members are called STRIPES, an

_ acronym referring to “Some Teach-

ers Really Interested in Preparing
Effective Students.” Each student
leader is called a STAR, “Student
Trained And Ready.”

The course is team

(] AWh taught providing ample
COLLEGE opportunities for STARs
to gain valuable leader-

Publishing Company as
the Outstanding Fresh-
man Advocates for small
private colleges in the
United States.

In 1990 Carter and
Fish began Cumberland

ship experience. The

ing team serve as friends
and mentors to the new
students and the faculty
members provide aca-
demic advising for the
first year of courses.

College’s INSIGHTS
program designed to help students
find their way around campus, ad-
just to the new freedom and respon-
sibility college life brings, meet new

" people, balance their studies with
extracurricular activities and under-

stand the value of a liberal arts edu-

cation for their personal and career

growth.
The program begins with sum-
mer orientation and continues in the

~ fall semester through a freshman

seminar.

Completion of the seminar leads
naturally into the required leader-
ship seminar and Cumberland’s

Carter and Fish have
developed an outstanding program
with a proven record of helping new
students adjust to the challenges and
opportunities of college life and of
providing students with the desire
and determination to complete their
college:degree. Through the years
many Cumberland College faculty
and students have participated and
we all appreciate the planning, co-
ordination and leadership Carter
and Fish have provided.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

members of each teach- :

X marks the spot

“Daddy, where are you going
and when will you be back?”

- I'hear these questions often from
my daughter, Holly, and son, Bryce.
At ages 10 and six they want to
know where Mom and Dad are to
ensure their feeling of safety. If they
only knew how much we love them
and watch over them, they would
never have to question our concern
for their safety and com-
fort

den is a good conversation starter
with young children, especially
those with whom you are trying to
build a relationship.’

- This father, now with his voice
breaking, told me how the boy

reached into the fresh dirt with his

finger and made an X on his wrist.

.He then said, “You know how In-

dians cut their fingers and touch the
blood together to become

s HOMES FOR blood brothers?” The fos-
My parents were al- : ter dad replied, “Yes, I
ways there for me. My CHILDREN # know.” The boy then

mother was a domestic
engineer. She stayed at
the house and made a
home for her family.
Both of your parents may
have worked and you
knew the same security.
However they made it
happen, knowing they
were there for you made

said, “If we make an X on
our wrists with dirt and
rub them together, will it
mean you will never
leave me?” His eyes
filled with tears and his
throat was so choked he
could not speak another |
word. As he walked
away, I thought of the

growing up easier. 1 Bill Smithwick ' words, “I will never leave

know it did forme.

I spoke with an adoptive father
the other day after a Sunday morn-
ing worship service. He told me
about the son who first came to him
through foster care. The boy was to
stay with this family for a brief

while, but the brief while turned into

months and ultimately they adopt-
ed him.

Not long after their foster child
first arrived, this father took him to
the back yard where the garden plot
was being prepared. Growing a gar-

you or forsake you.”

No child should ever know the
pain of being left or forgotten, but
they do. I hope every child in our
care eventually hears those words
from Jesus, and from an adult who
cares.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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Great Souls: Six Who Changed the

Century. David Aikman. Word Publish-
ing, 1998. 388. $22.99 e & (out
- of five)

What do Billy Graham, Mother
Teresa, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, Pope
John Paul II; Elie Wiesel and Nelson
Mandela have in common? Accord-
ing to David Aikman, former senior
correspondent for Time magazine,
their lives have changed our century
Also, each of these individ-
‘uals provides the positive
model of a hero our culture
sorely needs.

Aikman’s book is an
exploration of the lives of
these six people, concen-
trating on their personal
virtue that has influenced
our world. For example,

-Wiesel’s  impassioned
pleas to remember the Ho- -
locaust highlights the important vir-
tue of “remembrance.”

Through six tightly written and
engaging biographies, Aikman sur-
veys the lives of these 20th century
heroes. There are no shocking revela-
tions in the biographies and no new
ground is covered beyond what those.
familiar with these lives would al-
ready know. Aikman’s contribution is

the exploration of these lives around -

the central theme of their exemplary
virtue. He skillfully extracts the high-
lighted virtue from the events of each
life.

The purpose of the book is to in-
spire the reader to emulate the virtue
of the “great person.” Even if one dis-
agrees with the religious or political
perspective of the individual, Aik-

man’s portrayals lead fo admiration -

and a sense that one has met some
genuine heroes in the pages of: this
book. — Wayne Hager

Church Financial Management: A
Practical Guide for Today’s Church
Leaders. Geoffrey Guns. Providence
House Publishers, 1997. 98 pages.
L 22 4

This book’s title promises more
than it delivers. Rather than
a guide, it is more of a
primer or overview of
church financial manage—
ment.

In seven hlghly read-
able chapters, Guns out-

-lines the basic issues in
managing a church’s fi-
nancial affairs. In each

description of the issue’at
hand, as well as some suggestions on
how to approach it. It was at this point
Ikept wanting more than he gave. For
- example, he discussed the need for
smaller churches to do an annual in-
ternal audit, but he stops short of de-
scribing a process for conductmg the
audit.
. Despite its limitations, the book
could prove'a useful tool to, pastors
and lay leaders. Guns does a nice job
of presenting both the necessity and
benefits of a solid management plan.
He makes a presentable case for pas-
toral leadership in the areas of fund-
ing development and administration.
I found his emphasis on the church
developing both long and short-term
financial plans intriguing. He advo-
cates taking a longer look at funding

There continues to be an air of

excitement at both your Kentucky
Baptist conference centers.
"~ There is a buzz at Jonathan
Creek as well as Cedarmore as we
hurry to take advantage of the
spring-like weather and continue
our renovation.

It’s hard to imagine, but 90 days
from now we will ‘be preparing for
our annual summer arriv-
al of hundreds and hun-

" dreds of campers. Hun- -
dreds of youth, RAs and
GAs will descend upon
our camps. We will be
more ready than we have
been in the past. I am
praying now that hun-
dreds of kids of all ages
will have life-changing
experiences in Christ this
summer. Pray specifical-
ly that all the improve-
ments we are about to
make in the facilities will make ev-
eryone more comfortable. :

I have mentioned that one of the
dramatic improvements we have
been able to make at Jonathan
Creek is to air-condition Waller
Dorm. From comments I have
heard, that’s a long-overdue im-
provement. So come on and.camp
with us this summer. Our Kentucky
WMU, Brotherhood and Student
Ministry departments deliver' out-
standing camps at very reasonable

- costs. Please consider showing your

Getting ready for summer camps

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison”

God’s plan continues to unfold.

support by sending your kids to one
of our camps this summer.

Jonathan Creek Manager Dew-
ard Hurst and I recently met with
Kim Davis, Joyce Parrish and Bev-
erly Winchester, each of whom will
be leading our GA and Acteen
camps this summer. These out-
standing “young” women will do a
great job this summer, and their
passion for the girls and
missions is great. They
bring years of experience
to the task, so when your .
girls attend GA or Acteen
events at our camps, they
are in good hands.

Watch for news of our
exciting ground-breaking:
on our “new generation
| lodge” at Jonathan

. Creek. We’re shooting
for March 23, with a
completion target of late
June. I’1l give you more
details on this next time.

It’s great to see God at work in
so many ways. As I travel across
the state on behalf of our conference
centers, I am continually awed as.

There are great days ahead.
To God be the glory. Keep pray-
ing for us as we seek to serve him.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747- -
8911.

- chapter he offers a concise -

church missions and ministry than the
annual budgeting process.

If you are looking for a detailed,
thorough-going guide to church finan-
cial management, this book is not for
you. However, if you would like a
concise presentation of the issues, the-
ory and foundations for developing a
financial management plan for your
church, this is a good place to start. —
Jim Holladay

Why Bother with the Bible?: Under-
standing the Book of Faith. C. Welton
Gaddy. Judson Press, 1998. 98 pag-
es. §12. oo 0@

C. Welton Gaddy has authored a
book of deep passion and confession.
Without hesitation he makes a case for
why we should bother with
the Bible. After 35 years as
a student, pastor and teach-
er, Gaddy is just as com-
mitted to the Bible as when
he sang “The B-I-B-L-E.”

Gaddy deals with his
subject in a relaxed con-
versational way. Along the
journey he gives us reasons
why the Bible inspires us,
tells us who we are, reveals
the nature of God and in- *=
deed challenges us to take ourselves
and God seriously.

While writing about' the Bible,
Gaddy lets the Bible speak for itself
as to its content and nature. His-book
1s a guidebook to be used in the study
of any passage. He leads the reader
down a path of questions to ask about
the text and of oneself. In the end,
Gaddy guides the reader to the place
where the text can speak for itself and
then the reader must respond.

Gaddy writes with great reverence
for the Bible and with the desire that
it continue in a central place within the
faith, This little volume brings togeth-
er generations of scholarship and
makes it applicable to everyday Bible
study. One would do well to study this
book first before beginning a serious
study of Scripture. Likewise, it can be
an invaluable aid for groups as they
begin study of the Bible. —Wayne
Hager

The Gospel of Luke: The New Inter-
national Commentary of the New Tes-
tament. Joel/ Green. William B. Eerd-
mans Publishing Co., 1997. 928 pag-
£s. *oé

The New International Commen-
tary of the New Testament is a com-
mentary project that is more than 50
years in the making. Do not let the ti-
tle mislead you, it is not based on the
New International Version of the Bi-
ble. The New International Commen-
tary was “to provide earnest students
of the New Testament with an expo-
sition that is thorough and abreast of
modern scholarship and at the same
time loyal to Scripture as the mfalh-
ble word of God.”

Joel Green approaches reading
Luke as “narrative.” Rath-
er than trying to sort
through all the form-criti-
cal and textual-critical is-
sues related to the Gospel,
he prefers to approach the
study of Luke through
“discourse’ analysis.” His
contention is that “Luke
concerns himself, self-con-
sciously, with interpretive
persuasion—that is, not
with validation of events
but with their significance.”

I must admit that my rather feeble,
get-to-the-point mind got a little
bogged down in his attempts to dis-
tinguish the difference in historicity,
historical narrative, biography and his-
tory. Once I got through the descrip-
tion (justification?) of his approach, I
found Green’s reading of Luke infor-
mative and helpful. He contends
Luke’s narrative is “centered on God.”
The picture he paints of Jesus is one
who was absolutely obedient to the

will of God. Throughout the entire |

commentary, Green takes great pains
to demonstrate how each story, para-
ble and teaching event is connected.
I appreciated Green’s calling us to
remember that the Gospel of Luke is
more than a loose collection of recol-
lections about the life of Christ. Rath-
er, it is a seamless discourse intended
to persuade the reader of the signifi-
cance of Jesus. — Jim Holladay

THE OWEN COUNTY BAPTIST
ASSOCIATION

Recognizes Rev. George Stack, Director of Missions
" for forty years of faithful and dedicated service.

| Kentucky Baptists and others who have shared in
Brother Stack’s ministry are invited to attend a special
service.held in his honor. A reception will follow.

Sunday, March 29, 1998, 4:00-5:30 p.m. at the
First Baptist Church in Owenton, KY-.
213 N. Main, (502) 484-2430

Speakers:
Rev. Gayle Toole,
President, Kentucky Baptist Convention
: Rev. Bob Jones
Retired Director of Missions,
Kentucky Baptist Convention

WESTERN RECORDER M MARCH 10, 1998

FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Midlane Park Baptist
Church in Louisville, and
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Clifton Baptist Church in
Louisville. Holladay and
Hager welcome feedback -
or suggestions for book
reviews. Contact them
via e-mail at:
docholladay@jino.com
or jwhager@juno.com
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PEOPLE

PRAYER
PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist

partnerships with Russia
and New England:

M A pastor for the new
church in Pavolsk, near
St. Petersburg, Russia.

M Help in learning the
Russian language and in
relationship building for
- Joe and Kimberly Knight
in Russia.

B International Service
Corps missionaries
Larry and Joy Lindsey as
they return to Moscow
from the States on
March 11.

B The national youth
leaders conference to be
held at Grace Baptist
Church in Marlboro,
Mass., March 14.

M “Rise Up,” the half-
hour Sunday afternoon
radio program featuring
ministries and churches
in Greater Boston Baptist
Association.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B CENTERTOWN—West Point
Church called Rhett Wilson as pas-
tor. He is a student at Southern
Seminary.

B FORDSVILLE—Fordsville
Church called Ed Ellis as minister
of music. He began his new minis-
try Feb. 1.

B HARTFORD—Rodney Albin
recently resigned as youth director
at Hartford Church.

B HOPKINSVILLE—New Barren

Springs Church called Larry Birk- -

head as pastor. He previously was
pastor at Pond Run Church in Bea-
ver Dam.

B KEVIL—Spring Bayou Church
called Gary Frizzell as pastor. He
previously was pastor at Unity
Church in Ashland. He began his
new ministry Feb. 22.

B LOUISVILLE—Dorothy Hayes,
80, died Feb. 27. Hayes worked as
bookkeeper for Western Recorder 21
years before her retirement in 1983.
She was a member of Woodland
Church in Middletown.

Auditions for the production of
“Children of Eden” will be held at
Crescent Hill Church March 12, 7
p-m.-10 p.m. and March 14, 2 p.m.-5
p.m. Call Christopher Boyer at (502)
562-0880 or Louie Bailey at (502)
896-4425 for more information.

Davis Memorial Church called
Wes Brockway as pastor. He be-
gan his new ministry March 1. He
previously had served as associate
pastor and minister of music.

Fairmount Church recently
called Mark Shaw as pastor.

Habitat for Humanity will hold
its semi-annual volunteer informa-
tion meeting at Presbyterian Center
USA March 16 at 5:30 p.m. For
more information, call (502) 583-
6599.
B PADUCAH—Trinity Church or-
dained Steve Grubbs to the deacon
ministry Feb. 22. Kenneth Brown
is pastor. °
B PINEVILLE—Bethlehem
Church called Tim Mills as pastor.
Mills previously was pastor at
Horse Creek Road Church in Corb-

in.

B ROSINE—Rosine Church re-
cently called Alton Brooks as pas-
tor. -

B SOMERSET—First Church or-
dained Barry Bray to the deacon
ministry Feb. 22. Bob Browning is
pastor.

B TALLAPOOSA, Ga.—S.T.
Skaggs, 92, died Dec. 31. He was
pastor of Calvary Church in Bowl-
ing Green, Centertown Church,
Beech Creek Church, Buck Creek
Church in Calhoun and West End
Church in Paducah. Survivors in-
clude his wife, Mary Lou, two
daughters, two sons, eight grand-
children and four: great-grandchil-
dren. He was the brother of Harold
Skaggs of Cadiz.

B TAYLORSVILLE—PIlum Creek
Church ordained Cal Mclntire to
the gospel ministry Feb. 22.

 Kentucky Baptist rmssmns worker
_Jeff Moats and his wife, Ruth; re-

_ cently were appointed to work with
 the Southern Baptist Intemahonal*

' ';portumty to hear the gospel ina
meaningful way.

Moats is a former multi- housmg

_ family minister in Louisville for the
; Kentucky Baptist Convention and

the North ‘American
Mission Board while he
. attended Southern Bap-
tist Theologlcal Semi-
na
v He w111 teach inaBi-
ble school and Mrs.
_Moats will be involved
ina vanety of outreach

Available in 20’ to 37’ Models
(12 to 43 passengers)

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program
www.carpenterbus.com

Church Buses

Rental Buses
(New & Used)
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287
We Buy Used Buses
Since 1953

Senior night, part Il

Aaron is one of our most outstanding young
men. He came to Oneida at the beginning of the
eighth grade in the fall of 1993. We were told
Aaron “always tried too hard and he wanted to
please.” His grades were average, but his parents
believed he could do much better. He was having

about Oneida.

Aaron has been a joy to work with; a pleasant
young man I am always happy to spend time with.
He has maintained a 3.0 grade point
average or better the past five years. He
has been involved in wrestling, track,
tennis, baseball, band, Beta Club and
chess. Aaron has had leading rolls in
drama and is a Baptist Student Union
leader. Aaron has been a tremendous
blessing to our choir the past four years.

Ryan enrolled in 1994 as a freshman.
We were told Ryan “gets along well at
home, but is not motivated.” He loves
sports, but was failing academically.
Ryan’s father passed away when Ryan
was four years old, and his mother had
not been a part of his life the past sever-

a rough time in school when his parents heard

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

come more confident, more congenial and less
arrogant. All in all your school is working won-
ders for her ...” Amy was making good grades
when she came to us and had a 3.75 GPA when
she finished her first year with us. She has been
active in flags, choir, drama, Beta Club, student
council and cheerleading. She has a sweet smile
and has been a pleasure to work with.

James came to Oneida just one year ago. We
were told he “needs more structure and needs to
focus on his education.” He finished his
junior year with a 3.14 GPA and is on
the honor roll now. He has been active
in basketball and baseball and plans to
enlist in the Marines when he graduates.

Sue also came to us last year. Her
mother was concerned about her grades,
peers and her lack of responsibility.
While she did not make the honor roll
last year, she was on the B honor roll
first quarter and is currently on the A
honor roll. She is a BSU leader and has
been active in swimming and drama.
Sue plans to enlist in the U.S. Air Force.

Otis came to us this year. He has

al years.

Ryan’s grades greatly improved and he fin-
ished his first year at Oneida with a 3.3 GPA. Ryan
has been active in soccer, cross country, wrestling,
track and field, choir, drama and student council,
and he has been a BSU leader. He plans to attend
college.

Amy came to Oneida from Nevada in March,
1996 while a sophomore. The information we re-
ceived on Amy was that she had an “attitude prob-
lem, won’t listen and doesn’t care.” Just a few
months after Amy enrolled, we received a letter
from her mother. Here is part of what she said:
“Ever since she has been with you, Amy has be-

some problems at home and had been
making poor choices which had gotten him into
trouble. He has done well here and has been ac-
tive in the pep band. He plans to attend college
when he graduates.

The last senior to be recognized on Senior
Night was Sonia, who just came to Oneida in Jan-
uary with her younger brother. She had some dif-

‘ficulty following rules at home but has been a

wonderful student for us. She is active in student
council, drama and basketball and plans to attend
college after graduation.

W.E. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

‘ship endowment. Dur-

Clear Creek has reached
$3,115,755.48 in its Beyond 2001
Campaign.

Two more congregations re-
sponded to the church appeal. Me-
morial Baptist of Frankfort will
seek $2,000 a year during their
1998-2000 Christmas mission of-
fering. Billy Carter is pastor.
Springdale church in Louisville
voted a five-month ,
commitment of $500.
David Butler is pastor.

Two estate gifts
helped us surpass the
goal for student scholar-

ing the early days of the
campaign Gerry Bowen
of Atlanta talked with
me about a scholarship.
He died in December,
1996, and his estate
plans provided
$150,000. Long-time

Bill Whlttaker

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

| Campaign surpasses $3 million

from the south central region of
Kentucky.

Gaila Edwards of Clncmnan
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