April 28, 1998
Vol. 172, No. 17

PRACTICAL

RESOURCES

FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING

Missionary shot

A Southern Baptist
missionary in Colombia
was shot and killed
outside his home last
week. Page 2

Southern Seminary
School plans to build a
250-seat chapel
modeled after the first
Baptist church in
America. Page 2.

Disaster relief

The number of work
assignments sometimes
outnumbered volunteers
after storms hit near
Edmonton. Page 3.

Editorial

Kentucky needs all kinds
of churches and new
ministries for the future.
Page 5.

Resources

Financial Forum asks
how much you know
about the state’s plans
for your estate after your
death. Page 6.

Car talk

Southern Seminary
student finds that God
sometimes chooses o
work through a 1979
Chevy Malibu. Page 8.

Disney

Michael Eisner links
Baptist Disney
boycotters to Nazi
Germany. Page 11.

(8z10) 1 obed aas ¢buAopy

D See Sheppard: W:ns

Sheppard Wms
- weren’t Gats’
first prmrlty

» ‘Ken Walker

 State ( Correspondéht

vnot wmmng games was not the .
__most important goal for Univer-

_ sity of Kentucky men’s basket-
_ ball coach Orlando “Tubby

~ Smith, one

' _,.recently
. Jelt § .
~ said Smith’s two |

- goals were teaching

players how to be

_ men of God and

 Smith and the Wildcats, ,
went 35-4 and won a second na- 2
 tional champxonshlp i '

. he sald “Imag e"ho‘w well he _

did on his first.” .
~ Smith set the tone for his ﬁrst_ _»
year before training began by

‘, bringing in two former players

_from Virginia Commonwealth to -
- speak to the team, Sheppard said.
. “Some good things happened
- on the court this year, but the best
urt. A

- things happened off the

lot of that starte:
- Smith,” Sheppard said. -
~ Affiliated with a group known_ :

~ as Athletes for Jesus, the pair pre-

- sented the gospel in the toughest

_ way he’s ever heard, he said.

“Sure I'm speaking here and
 stood in front of millions to glo-
rify God,” he said, referring to his
page 3

BASKETBALL MINISTRY Girls play basketball in Third Baptist Church of Owensboro’s Upward Unlimited league. Third Baptist was one
of six Kentucky Baptist churches sponsoring the ministry-based leagues this year. Bellevue Baptist Church Senior Pastor Greg Faulls
said his church reached out to 1,1000 people every week through its league this season. “The opportunity for relational evangelism was

v like nothing | had ever seen.”

Leagues have 0wensboro churches |umpmg

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

OWENSBORO—Basketball sea-
son ended two months ago for Belle-
vue Baptist Church, but the congre-
gation is still reaping the benefits from
its Upward Unlimited league.

Thirty grade-school children will
be baptized May 3 as a result of the
church’s league. This was the
church’s second season for the pro-
gram, part of a ministry affiliated with
the Southern Baptist Sunday School
Board.

The students to be baptized are
among 104 youngsters who said they
became Christians at an evangelistic
presentation in mid-February.

Bellevue’s staff contacted all their
parents but leaders don’t know how
many children frorr},,other churches

will be baptized at their own church-
€s.

Senior Pastor Greg Faulls, who
came to the church as league play be-
gan in January, said Upward’s effects
are still being felt. And he praised the
effort as non-coercive of children.
“We actually discouraged children
from making decisions if they were
unclear what they were doing.”

“The opportunity for relational
evangelism was like nothing I had
ever seen,” said Faulls. “We had 1,100
people coming through our facility
each weekend. The network is con-
stantly expanding.”

For example, at a restaurant for
lunch recently, Faulls and a deacon
met a waitress who told them her two
sons played in the league.

After learning Faulls’ identity, she
said, “I had a Baptist background but

haven’t been in church for a long time.
When are your services?”

Jacqui Eckdahl, director of recre-
ation and family ministry at Bellevue,
got the idea to start the league at a rec-
reation seminar three years ago. :

Upward Unlimited was outlined by
President Caz McCaslin, former min-
ister of recreation at First Baptist
Church of Spartanburg, S.C.

He designed the program at his
church and, with the backing of a
Christian foundation, expanded it into
an independent ministry.

For a $35-per-player fee, the min-
istry provides jerseys, T-shirts, a
coaches-players handbook, computer
software, training videos, brochures
and posters. Some churches add a $5
to $10 fee to cover additional costs
and provide scholarships.

O See Basketball leagues ..., page 3

Kentucky WMU challenged to do missions ‘on the brink’

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

LOUISVILLE—“What do you
want me to tell your family if you
don’t come back?”

That’s the last question Ken Per-
kins asks missions volunteers, new
career missionaries and other mission
workers preparing. to enter the diffi-
cult area of Africa where he works as
a Southern Baptist missionary.

The threat of death is real in this
area of the world, which cannot be
associated with his name in media re-
ports due to security concerns.

Yet Perkins, a Kentucky native and
missionary in residence at George-
town College, told members of Ken-
tucky Woman’s Missionary Union
last weekend that taking the gospel of
peace to all the world is a dangerous
task. ,

Perkins and his wife, Beth, were
keynote speakers for the Kentucky

WMU annual convention, held at
Westport Road Baptist Church in
Louisville April 24-25. The theme of
the conference was “Missions on the
Brink.” ,

Mrs. Perkins appeared several
times in native dress, portraying in
monologues some of the women she
has met—women struggling to be-
come or live as Christians in a Mus-
lim fundamentalist society where they
could be killed if their faith were
known. :

Christian talk about taking the gos-
pel to the uttermost parts of the earth
is easy, until you get there, Perkins
explained. “If you’re going to follow
Jesus into all the unchurched areas of
the world, what are you going to say
to people when believing in Jesus
will—not might but will—get them
killed?”

This is a question most American
Christians never have grappled with,
O See Kentucky WMU ..., page 9

IN CHARACTER Missionary Beth Perkins visits with members of Kentucky-Woman'’s
Missionary Union while still in costume from a monologue she presented during the
WMU annual meeting last weekend. Perkins brought to life the stories of several African
women she has known.



BAPTISTS

BAPTIST BITS

W Bobby Bragg,
minister of education at
" First Baptist Church of

Paducah, was named
president-elect of the

Southern Baptist

Religious Education
Association during the
association’s April 15-18
meeting in Atlanta. He
will begin serving next
year.

M Bill Cromer of
Louisville was one of
three recipients of this
year’s Distinguished
Leadership Awards from
the Southern Baptist
Religious Education
Association. Cromer, a
member of St. Matthews
Baptist Church, was on
the faculty at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary from 1954
until his 1997 retirement
as senior professor of

- Christian education.

B George Bagley Sr.,
executive secretary-
treasurer of the Alabama
Baptist State Convention
from 1963 to 1983, died
at home Easter Sunday,
April 12, after an
extended illness.

W James McKinney,
dean emeritus of
Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary’s
church music school,
died from cancer-related
complications April 12.
He was 77. McKinney
faught at Southwestern
44 years and was dean
of the music school 37
years.

Missionary shot and killed in Colombia

By Mark Kelly
SBC International Mission Board

BOGOTA, Colombia (BP)—
Charles Hood Jr., a Southern Baptist
missionary to Colombia, was shot and
killed April 21 in front of his home in
Bogota.

Hood, 44, left the house about 3
p-m., apparently to go to the
bank. His wife, Becky, said
she heard a shout and a gun-
shot. When she ran from the
house, she saw her husband
on the ground and two men
speeding away on a motor-
cycler™s

Neighbors immediately
took the unconscious mis-
sionary to a nearby clinic.
Workers there sent him to a
hospital because his
wounds were too severe for them to
handle. Hood died on the way to the
hospital.

The motive for the murder was
unclear, said Dickie Nelson, associate
director for Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board work in Colom-
bia. The country has the highest mur-
der rate in the world, with 81 deaths

aad

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

LOUISVILLE—The sanctuary of
historic First Baptist Church of Prov-
idence, R.I., will be recreated in a new
chapel at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary.

The 250-seat worship center, in
what currently is Broadus Hall, will
be the centerpiece of nearly $3 mil-
lion in building renovation projects
approved by seminary trustees April
21

First Baptist Church of Providence
was the first Baptist church in Amer-
ica. The New England-style meeting
house was built in 1774, although the
church was founded in 1638.

Architectural drawings shown to
trustees by President Al Mohler indi-
cated features such as boxed pews and

HONK 1F YOU'RE GOING NG To REATE
ANDYOU FEEL YOUR NumRER'S UP.
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per 100,000 people—nine times the
United States murder rate.

“We were grieved and saddened at
the news of Charley’s death, but we
are deeply grateful for his life and
ministry in Colombia,” IMB President
Jerry Rankin said. “Charley, howev-
er, did not die when he was gunned
down in Bogota, Colombia, but years
ago when he died to self
and committed his life to
follow Christ.”

While missionaries and
the board take seriously the
dangers of serving over-
seas, obedience to the call
of God compels them to
take risks in places where
there is danger, he said.

“There’s no place in the
world where the safety of a
missionary can be guaran-
teed,” he said. “But missionaries fol-
low the call of God wherever it leads,
even into dangerous places, because
they value making Christ known and
bringing the lost to salvation.”

Former residents of Missouri, the
Hoods were appointed by the IMB in
1987. He worked as a general evan-
gelist in Bogota, a city of 4.2 million

araised hourglass-style pulpit. Mohler
said the decor would be white in col-
or and classical in style.

The $2.9 million in renovations
approved by trustees will be funded
largely by borrowing from the semi-
nary’s own cash reserves functioning
as endowment, Mohler said. Of the
seminary’s $80 million endowment,

people, and was involved in Theolog-
ical Education by Extension training.

The Hoods have two children:
Rebecca Dawn, an 11th-grader living
at home; and Aaron Charles, a student
at Ouachita Baptist University in Ark-
adelphia, Ark. Hood’s parents,
Charles Sr. and Ruth Hood, live in
Ash Grove, Mo.

Memorial services in Bogota will
be scheduled as soon as officials per-
form the required autopsy and release
the body to the family, Nelson said.
In addition, the family plans to sched-
ule a funeral in Missouri, he added.

“We don’t know the motive for the
killing,” Nelson said. “I don’t know
whether an investigation will ever be
able to clarify what the motive was.

“But we want to encourage South-
ern Baptists to pray for Becky and the
children. We’d also ask them to pray
for the 42 other Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries in Colombia as they deal
with the loss of a colleague and a good
friend.”

Hood was the 14th member of a
Southern Baptist missionary family to
die as a victim of murder or other hos-
tile action since the IMB was found-

ed in 1845.

Seminary to recreate historic sanctuary

for the coming fiscal year, a 2 percent
increase over the current year. The
budget includes $100,000 less in Co-
operative Program income from the
Southern Baptist Convention, due to
recent declines in Southern’s enroll-
ment.

However, that loss is made up in
part by a range of increases in student

about $15 million is in

unrestricted funds the B More on seminary

fees, ranging from a 5
percent increase in ma-

seminary has chosen to trustee meeting, page 7 triculation fees for most

invest as endowment and
has the prerogative to use in various
ways, he said.

Creation of the new worship cen-
ter, which also will be used as a
preaching laboratory for students, is
part of the third phase of a total reno-
vation of Norton Hall, built on the
seminary campus in 1926.

Also part of the new project will
be relocation of the seminary’s busi-
ness services division to Sampey Hall
and Mullins Lounge on the main cam-
pus. Most business offices currently
are housed in the Carver Building
which is away from the heart of the
campus.

The Carver Building space vacat-
ed by the business services division
will be remodeled to house the new
James P. Boyce College of the Bible,
which is scheduled to begin opera-
tions in August.

Mohler justified the need for the
new worship center by explaining that
the seminary has only Alumni Chap-
el, which seats 1,600 and a small chap-
el that seats about 40. The new facili-
ty will fill a need for a medium-size
sanctuary, he said.

The worship center will be con-
nected to the west wing of Norton Hall
by anew lobby. A pipe organ current-
ly housed in the School of Church
Music’s recital hall will be moved to
the new worship center as well.

In other business, seminary trust-
ees approved a $17.43 million budget

degree programs toan 11
percent increase in matriculation fees
for doctor of ministry students.

The new budget also includes in-
creases of up to 4 percent of staff and
faculty salariec, to be awarded based
on merit..Seminary employees re-
ceived no pay raises last year due to
the school’s tight financial situation.

Seminary treasurer T.J. McGloth-
lin said the school is operating so far
this fiscal year with income exceed-
ing expenditures by $1.3 million.

Mohler also reported that spring
on-campus enrollment is 1,267, up
from 1,067 last spring. More than half
that increase (125 students) is made
up by women enrolled in one-night-
a-week courses offered through a new
Seminary Wives Institute. The insti-
tute, directed by Mary Mohler, offers
courses such as “MasterLife” and
“The Ministry of Hospitality.”

Trustees also approved an amend-
ment to the seminary’s charter re-
quested by the SBC Executive Com-
mittee. The amendment stipulates that
the seminary as a corporation has one
member, and that member is the SBC.

Mohler explained that all SBC

_agencies and institutions have been

asked to insert similar language into
their charters to prevent any defections
from SBC control. “The reason for
this is the defection of some institu-
tions from state conventions. ... This
is intended to keep SBC institutions
[ See Trustees OK ..., page 7

Chapman dies;
‘was beloved
children’s expert

LOUISVILLE (BP)—Long-

_ time Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Semmaxy professor Kathryn

Nelson Chapman
died April 22 of
_ unspecified caus-
_es. She was 57.

Doctors  told
_Chapman as re- .

stabhshed the “Kathryn N.

Student Scholarship

Chapman
un e was awarded the first

culty Award for teachmg cx4 .
encemMay 1991, .
C rot:  >

st Church in Louisville.
hapman is survived by a sis-

ter, Jane Chapman, and two
__brothers, Bill and Terry. A me-
~morial service was held April 24
_at Crescent Hill Baptist Church.
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Kentucky Baptists volunteer to help after storms |

EDMONTON—Volunteer orga-
nizers are grateful for the more than
50 Kentucky Baptists who helped
with clean-up after tornadoes tore
through three counties, but lamented
that at times it wasn’t enough.

“We could have used 100 to 150
people,” said Larry Koch, associate
director for Kentucky Brotherhood.

Brotherhood’s disaster relief crews
were working on two different re-
sponses last week in Kentucky.

Tornadoes on April 16 destroyed
21 houses and damaged 50 others in
Adair, Barrenton and Metcalf coun-
ties. The twisters, which killed three
Kentuckians, also damaged many
barns, Koch said.

About 50 volunteers there helped
farmers clean up their fields so they
could cut hay or plow.fields without
ruining their equipment from the de-
bris scattered throughout, Kock said.

“We’ve adopted the attitude,
‘What would Jesus do?’ and we feel
he would be helping people.”

Koch said larger disasters attract

more volunteers, but workers also are
needed for the smaller jobs.

“I think we’re so accustomed to
Hurricane Andrews and Hugos we
don’t think the little ones like this are

as significant. But for these farmers, -

they can’t cut their hay, ... they can’t
plant their crops until they get their
debris out of the field.”

Koch added that Brotherhood of-
fers disaster relief volunteer training
to churches that are interested in work-
ing on a team.

Meanwhile, other volunteers
helped clean houses that were flood-
ed near Prestonburg.

Volunteers from Enterprise,
Bracken, Red River and Greenup as-
sociations were expected to finish
working on about 20. houses last
weekend, said Harold Moore, on-site
coordinator for Brotherhood volun-
teers.

The work involves pumping water
out of basements, removing ruined
furniture and belongings, disinfecting
walls and floors and using fans to help

dry out rooms.

In the midst of it, workers commu-
nicate that Christian love is their mo-
tivation for helping people they’ve
never met before.

“No matter how hard the job is we
don’t back down. We try to do it,”
Moore said. “We try to let them know
that God is alive and God loves them
and that there are people -who care
about them.”

Moore said that after volunteers
were on local TV and radio stations,
they got a call to help a woman from
Hindman, 35 miles from where they
were working.

The woman, a Methodist, was im-
pressed by the help she received,
Moore said. “‘She said she was going
to go to church Sunday and tell them
that the Methodists wouldn’t help her
but the Baptists would.”

The recent storms also damaged a
few churches in Bowling Green. .

The roof was blown off Bethany
Baptist Church, and a tree fell on the
picnic shelter at White Stone Quary

Sheppard: Wins weren’t Wildcats’ first priority

Continued from page 1
post-championship comments on na-
tional television. “But when those
guys spoke to me I wanted to crawl
under the table. That’s how real it was.

.. Guys’ lives were changed on that
team.”

Among those were Allen Edwards,
who became a Christian this season,
about two weeks before his mother
died, Sheppard said. The team’s spir-

“itual focus helped them rally around
Edwards when he needed it. The team
gathered at 6 a.m. to pray for their
teammate, Sheppard said.

Some of Smith’s daily teachings
came from the Bible, Sheppard add-

ed. Players prayed before and after
games. Sometimes they huddled at
half court, including after the NCAA
tournament.

“I guess the best thing we real-
ized is that it is basketball,” he said.
“Even though we had as much suc-
cess as we did, we just realized
there’s more important things to life
than this basketball game. That’s the
attitude we had.”

Sheppard challenged the audience
of mostly middle and high school stu-
dents to use their leadership positions
to stand for Christ.

Mentioning two schools in Virgin-
ia where hundreds of students march

down hallways to pre-school prayer
groups, he confided that as a teen he
wasn’t bold about his faith.

“You’re the leaders in your
(schools),” he said. “Other students
look up to you. They won’t admit it
but they do. If I had walked down the
hall at my high school and prayed,
they would have followed me.”

This spring Sheppard and fellow
seniors Edwards and Cameron Mills
will go their separate ways, but Shep-
pard said he expects their Christian
bonds to endure. “Winning a national
championship is nice but the friend-
ships and relationships are what will
last forever.”

Baskethall leagues have Owenshoro churches jumping

- Continued from page 1

Nationally, 145 churches and
29,000 players participated in 1998.
Other Kentucky Baptist Convention
churches sponsoring leagues includ-
ed Third Baptist of Owensboro, Flo-
rence Baptist, First Baptist of Pad-
ucah, Burlington Baptist and Crest-
-wood Baptist. Sixty more have in-
quired about starting leagues.

About 550 youngsters signed up at
Bellevue, which had 60 teams in boys
and girls divisions.

Coaches taught fundamental skills
and that sportsmanship is as important
as winning, Eckdahl said.

The guidelines include a require-
ment that all players receive equal
playing time. No scores were tallied
for first and second graders’ games.

Upward Unlimited’s spiritual em-
phasis includes prayers at each prac-
tice, leading up to an evangelistic pre-
sentation.

Awards also are given for “Most
Christ-like” players, and churches en-
list members as prayer partners. While
players are in the locker room at half
time, devotions are presented to spec-
tators.

For Eckdahl, one of the season’s
highlights was the way some players
welcomed a mildly-autistic boy to
their team despite his disability.

“I was very happy with the
league,” said the former physical ed-
ucation teacher. “My two daughters
play high school ball and you hear a
lot of grumbling and screaming at the
referees. But this is a place you don’t
mind coming and sitting around to
watch a game. It’s a pleasant atmo-
sphere.” .

About 300 members were in-
volved. Nearly 100 people, mostly
senior citizens, were recruited as
prayer partners. “I think that’s why we
had the response we did,” said the
league director. “We didn’t have one
serious injury in 12 weeks. I was
amazed. I knew that was because of
the power of prayer.”

Church member Danny Gray, who
coached his daughter’s team, said he
approached the season as an evange-
listic opportunity.

He asked a non-Christian neighbor
to be his assistant coach and invited
the man’s daughter to play. Gray’s
daughter, who recently made-a pro-
fession of faith in Christ, was the only
Bellevue member on the team.

More churches should use Upward
Unlimited’s model, he said.

“If you get the kids involved, their
parents will show up,” he added. “Our

church has really grown the last few

months.”

Third Baptist of Owensboro had a
more modest-sized league in its first
season, with 130 players on 16 teams.
Minister of Recreation Todd Camp
said it sparked a lot of excitement
among members, especially senior cit-
izens.

The church presented the gospel at
a season-ending ceremony in its sanc-
tuary. Christian comedian Mike Will-
iams shared his testimony and invited
people to fill out decision cards.

About 25 responded, with 15 of
those from other churches. Camp
called the league a worthwhile en-
deavor.

“Mixing basketball with learning
about Jesus and God’s love was one
of the highlights,” he said. “There
were unchurched people who came to
the (final) ceremony who said they
wanted to come to church.”

“It’s energized our church,” said
Faulls. I had heard about recreation
ministry but I had never seen what it
could do.”

For churches interested in starting
a league, Upward Unlimited offers
off-season training. The sessions clos-
est to Kentucky will be:

§ Memphis, Tenn., Aug. 28-29.

I Nashville, Sept. 25-26.

For more information, call (800)
585-4721.

Baptist Church, according to workers:

at Warren Baptist Association in
Bowling Green.

Also, hail beat much of the paint
off the missionary house of First Bap-
tist Church of Bowling Green, and at
least two churches, Living Hope and
Hillvue Heights, had water in their
basements.

HELPING OUT Disaster relief
volunteers hélp clear a cattle
field of debris. (Photo by
Patrick Neal)

BLUEGRASS BURGOO
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Elect a layperson

Do we want laypeople involved
in the leadership of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention or do we just
want them to pay the bills?

The conservatives promote lay-
people to witness, which is impor-
tant, but not to lead the convention
as the president. The moderates
speak of the use of laypeople in
leadership, but reject a layperson as
the president of the convention.

The last layman to lead the-con-
vention as president was Henry Huff
in 1976, and the only
lady to serve as an of-
ficer, other than secre-
tary, was Betty Mc-
Swain in the *70s.

So the questions
arise: Are there laypeo-
ple who are capable
due to services to our
denomination to serve
as president? Is it time
to seriously consider a
layperson or persons as
elected officers? I believe Eugene
Siler, whose father and grandfather
served as moderators of the Old
General Association of Baptists in
Kentucky and he himself has served
Kentucky Baptists in every conceiv-
able way possible, is a strong possi-
bility. M.A. Winchester, who has
given tirelessly of himself in volun-
teer medical missions and chaired
the convention’s finance committee
several times, is another capable
person. Charles Barnes, a retired
banker, has given himself in service
to our denomination on boards and
committees. Herbert Booth has
served Kentucky Baptists in many
ways.

All these have had exposure and
provided leadership, so the fact is
there are laypeople available to
serve. I believe it is time both seg-
ments of our denomination believe
laypeople can lead and admit it is

BAPTIST

FORUM

long overdue and nominate and elect
an outstanding layperson.

John Dunaway

Henderson

Tobacco and guns

Several recent news headlines
from across the Commonwealth just
beg to be commented on.

First, during President Clinton’s
recent visit to Northern Kentucky
the president assured Kentuckians
that he “won’t forget the tobacco
farmers.” Take my word on this, the
hard-working farmers
from across the state
can count on that state-
ment as being written
in stone. I know this to
be true, since our fine
president and his ad-
ministration haven’t
forgotten about us
hunters and gun-own-
ers either.

The president has
big plans for every to-
bacco farmer across the state. You
can all greet each other at the unem-
ployment line five years from now
and reminisce about how the previ-
ous president stuck to his word (a
rare occurrence for an administra-
tion which seems plagued by fre-
quent bouts of memory loss) and
never forgot about the Kentucky
farmers.

Second, a number of the larger
and self-infatuated newspapers in
Kentucky have expressed their opin-
ion concerning how terrible it is for
preachers and pastors (who hold val-
id, state-issued permits) wanting the
right to protect themselves, their
congregation and the churches’
tithe, by being able to legally carry
concealed firearms on church prop-
erty.

I back this new provision of Ken-
tucky’s concealed carry law 100
percent, and I'll tell you why.

But first, sit back, close your eyes
and think about this one for a mo-
ment. Is there anyone more deserv-
ing of being shot than someone who
would knowingly and willfully steal
from the church tithe? Is there any-
one more deserving of an attitude
adjustment than someone who
would steal from God himself? I
think not!

Donald Haubner
Covington

Make joyful noise

Psalms is a collection of songs of
praise. The hymn describes the rea-
son for praising God. Hymns lift the
congregation’s praise to God and get
our spirits in the right frame for wor-
ship. The Bible makes it clear that
the singing of spiritual songs was a
big part of the early Christian
church. :

God’s inspired word for singing
is found all through the Bible, and it
mentions all kinds of instruments.

There are a multitude of people

who do not think worship in song is
important, but God’s word tells us
to sing his praises. These people are
those who just do not like music or
did not grow up in a home where
music was taught as being impor-
tant.

Hymns are Scripture (God’s
word) put to music. Preaching is
Scripture (God’s word) spoken.
Each one has its place in the service
of worship.

I feel it is the responsibility of
each member to be at church wheth-
er it be preaching or a music service.
Both are equally important as they
are done for the worship and praise
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There are many who would not
hear the gospel had it not been for
gospel message through music.
There have also been those saved
through hearing the word in music.
So let us sing unto God, singing
praises to his name with rejoicing
(Psalm 68:4, 98:4). ‘

Joyce Howard
Penrod

You can reach us via e-mail

The Western Recorder has a new direct Internet e-mail box for all staff
members. Here’s a guide for where to send your questions, comments,
story ideas and letters to the editor.

David Winfrey

News Director ...

. david_winfrey @kybaptist.org

auri_smith@Kkybaptist.org

A place where somebodv knows your name

By Dale Hanson Bourke

“Bigger is better!” exclaimed the
president of a large bank recently as
he announced plans to merge with a
second bank to create yet another
mega-institution.

His customers were not so sure.

“It’s so impersonal,” said one
woman.

“Will anyone care if you have a
problem?” asked a man. “I think you
become just a number.”

The subject was banks, but it
seems a metaphor for life in general
these days. People feel lost, over-
whelmed, unknewn. They say they
miss the “good old days,” but per-
haps the longing is even deeper.

Perhaps it is really a spiritual
ache, a need to be intimately under-
stood and valued, what is identified
by the psalmist as the soul’s thirst
for God.

In our societal obsession to build
everything from megabanks to
megachurches, we must remember
that individuals crave intimacy. We
all long for places “where every-
body knows your name,” as the old
“Cheers” theme goes.

Itis a need that makes TV ensem-

4 WESTERN RECORDER M APRIL 28, 1998

ble shows like “Seinfeld” and
“Friends” popular. We all snuggle
up to the community of fictional
friends for half an hour, sharing in-
side jokes and knowing glances.
And perhaps our national grief over
the end of “Seinfeld” is in

part an acknowledgment
of what is lacking in our COMMENTARY

small groups have become particu-
larly important to megachurches,
where large congregations offer the
convenience of many services and
an array of options to fit everyone’s
lifestyle but run the risk of being yet
another alienating institution.

A “community” of 5,000 or more
people, for example, is
hardly intimate and hard-
ly a community. Someone

own lives.

For many individuals, a
religious community helps
satisfy the need to be
known. There is both the
security and familiarity of
the liturgy celebrated
among the same people
week after week.

And religious commu-
nities often offer special-
interest groups that bring

o)

Dale Hanson Bourke

can go to service after ser-
vice without ever meeting
another person.

“People are anxious to
make and maintain friend-
ships, and the church has
emerged as one of the few
places left where they can

| do so,” market researcher
o George Barna writes in his
new book, “The Second
Coming of the Church.”

together people dealing

with similar painful experiences
such as divorce, the death of a child
or illness. Other groups bring to-
gether people interested in reaching
out to others through missions or
ministry.

Increasingly, small group fellow-
ships are meeting in homes simply
to keep growing congregations from
losing the personal touch. These

But, Barna says, even

the church can get caught up in the
prevailing secular culture and its
worship of bigness.

“The church must address the
contradiction between what the Bi-

ble exhorts us to pursue spiritually, .

and what Americans have chosen to

pursue, based upon cultural assump-

tions and preferences,” he writes.
Ultimately, the “bigger-is-better”

philosophy—so thoroughly Ameri-
can—is a direct contradiction of the
wisdom found in the Bible, where
we are told God numbers the hairs
of our head and he knew each of us
“before I formed you in the womb.”

God is portrayed as a personal
Savior and one who cares about our
every thought. It is a comforting
image, especially in a modern and
faceless culture.

It is noteworthy, then, that the
stories of Jesus are most often sto-
ries about individuals. Jesus never
seemed concerned about counting
the number of converts or measur-
ing his success. But humans—espe-
cially Americans—love big ideas
and big institutions; they want to be
part of big movements and have big
ideas.

Yet whenever things get too big,
individuals get nervous because
there is something in each of us that
craves intimacy. We need to be in a
place where somebody knows our
name.

If megabanks and megachurches
are to be successful, they must find
ways to minimize their bigness and
maximize the importance of individ-
uals.

Dale Hanson Bourke is publisher of
Religion News Service.



HE SAID/SHE SAID

Maybe not all men are meant
to own & operate power tools

It's spring. Thoughts turn to
gardening, flowers, green grass ...
power tools. :

Beware the man with a power tool in
his hand. Lawn mowers, electric
trimmers and leaf blowers all are helpful
in keeping up the lawn. But in the wrong
hands, they can be a bit scary.

Mark hasn’t damaged himself with
one of these things—yet. He does

AT generally exercise caution, but he also
Alison Wingfield tries to finish the job as quickly as
possible. One of my beautiful tulips can attest to that. Mark
got too close with the weed whacker and whacked the wrong
thing. :

Luckily, | found the severed bloom and was able to enjoy it
for a few days in a vase on our table. Of course, every time
we sat down to dinner, | mentioned the fact that it would have
lasted a lot longer outside.

| think power tools are the middle-class man’s (who can’t
afford a new car) toys. All that wonderful vibratjon and loud
noise seems to reverberate with them. The more noise a toy
makes, the better my boys like it.

I must admit, though, a power lawnmower and leaf blower
are two tools | am thankful we have, despite the negative
environmental impact. When | was growing up, we didn’t
have a huge yard, so we mowed it with a little push mower.
My dad said it was good exercise (which it was) but | hated
every minute of it. :

Of course, I've still managed to avoid our power mower.
So far, Mark’s trips have worked out to where he can get a
lawn mowing in once a week. So far, so good.

HESAID

SHESAID

After years of reflection, I've decided
some men are meant to own and
operate power tools, while the rest of us
merely are allowed to play with them.

Maintenance of power tools is not
my thing at all. | know my weed
whacker would last twice as long if I'd
take better care of it, but | honestly think
| I'm doing pretty good to figure out how

" to replace the cord in it. If they came
with a longer supply of cord, perhaps |
could wear out the whacker before the
cord needed replacing.

Last Saturday | mowed my grass in the rain, not because |
planned to but because the “occasional sprinkles” in the
forecast turned out to be big ol’ drops falling closely together.
My neighbor was just finishing mowing his grass, and seeing
my increasingly soggy condition wheeled his mower over to
help me finish before the potential flood.

| deeply appreciated his help, but | hope no one else
noticed the difference in what we each did next. Both mowers
were covered with damp grass clippings. He took the water
hose to his and thoroughly scrubbed it until it was clean
enough to cook on. | whisked a broom across mine a couple
of times and shoved it back in the carport. In my book, it
doesn’t have to look pretty, it just has to run.

Yes, I've done enough damage due to neglect to realize
there is a connection between a tool looking good and
operating well. But it's just hard for me to waste my Type A
energies on lawnmower maintenance.

But even a power tool klutz like me has to admit that
spring is the time when we discover whether we've invested
wisely enough to survive the winter months. It’s true not only
of power tools, but of relationships as well.

Without the proper attention and maintenance of our
relationships—or by running relationships too hard for too
long without ever checking the oil—we risk burn-out or wear-
out or even an explosion. It pays to invest well in people you
cherish in order to keep things running smoothly.

Mark Wingfield

i i

New churches needed for a new day

Have you ever wanted to invite a neighbor or friend
to your church but stopped short because you realized
your friend might not be feel comfortable there?

Not that anyone would be mean or unwelcoming.
And not that you’re ashamed of your church or that
your church doesn’t meet your own needs.

Rather, have you stopped short of making the invi-
tation because your friend is a little bit rock
and roll while your church is a whole lot
high church? Or because your friend has
no appreciation for the traditions or etiquette of the
church, while making sense of your church requires
such knowledge as a prerequisite? Or because your
friend doesn’t know Habukuk from Hezekiah, while
your Sunday school class operates on the level of a
college Bible course?

If any of this sounds familiar, you ought to be able
to understand the crossroads in mission strategy at
which Kentucky Baptists currently find themselves.

The facts are these: Kentucky boasts church build-
ings on seemingly every corner, including 2,300 affil-
iated with the Kentucky Baptist Convention. ‘At the
same time, Kentucky is home to an estimated 1.5 mil-
lion people who have no relationship with any church,
no relationship with Jesus Christ. And that doesn’t even
take into account the millions who sit on church rolls
but lack any authentic relationship with Jesus Christ.

The solution, it would appear on first glance, is to
connect all those existing churches with all those peo-
ple who need the church. Sounds simple enough, but
we have ample evidence that concept isn’t working.

The reason it doesn’t work is one of supply and
demand. We have a huge supply of one or two styles
of churches, but there’s a huge demand for other styles

. of churches. We have an enormous supply of one or

two kinds of Sunday school classes, but there’s an
overwhelming demand for different kinds of Bible
study classes. We have an abundant supply of weekly
worship opportunities, but they all are offered at ex-
actly the same time despite the tremendous demand
for worship opportunities at other times.

The problem is not that the power of the gospel is
lacking. Rather, the problem is that we who are en-
trusted with this treasure have set unnecessary condi-
tions on how to share the joy.

EDITORIAL

Statistical analysis has shown that two-thirds of
Southern Baptist churches are plateaued or dying. That
means only one-third are experiencing numerical
growth.

While numerical growth isn’t the only important
measure of a local church’s health, it is a vital measure
of how we’re doing collectively in reaching our com-
munities and state with the good news of
Christ. And right now, we’re not growing
at a substantial rate collectively.

So what’s the answer? A large part of it is being
willing to do new things and start new things.

If people are staying away from churches in droves,
it’s not because the message is ineffective, but because
the messengers aren’t as effective as they could be.

Put simply, we need a combination of new church-
es started in Kentucky, along with some old churches
trying new things. That doesn’t mean every church
ought to convert to a contemporary worship style and
start singing choruses with overhead projectors.

But if that’s the style of worship that will reach some
people, then we need to have some churches all across
the state offer that style. The question is, who will take
the responsibility to make this happen?

And it may not always take something as dramatic
as a change in worship styles to make a difference.
Starting new Bible study units almost always results
in growth. This is a tried-and-true principle. For ex-
ample, Andy Anderson offers this rule of thumb: Start-
ing one new unit will increase enrollment by 23 in 12
months, provided that unit is properly supported by
leadership.

Every church has the capacity to start one new Bi-
ble study class. Many churches have the capacity to
start new worship services at new times to reach new
people. Some churches have the capacity to reshape
themselves to reach people traditional churches never
will reach. Some individuals have the capacity to be-
come leaders in launching new congregations.

Reaching our state for Christ will require all of us
working together, with different styles, at different
times and in different ways.

How will God use you to do something new to reach
those who’ve not yet heard his voice? ‘

— Mark Wingfield

Why do you eat with sinners?
By Barry Howard

Jesus had a different agenda than the
Pharisees. Their agenda was to preserve

Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus
at his house, and a large crowd of tax
collectors and others were eating with
them. But the Pharisees and the teach-

ers of the law who belonged to their sect

complained to his disciples, “Why do
you eat and drink with tax collectors and
‘sinners’?” (Luke 5:29-
30)

Jesus previously had
met Levi, a tax collector,
at his tax booth. When
Jesus invited Levi to be-
come one of his followers,
the text says, “Levi gotup,
left everything and fol-
lowed him.”

Soon afterward, Levi
hosted a banquet for Jesus
at his house. Levi evidently invited sev-
eral of his colleagues and neighbors,
because Luke reports that there was a
multitude of employees from Levi’s of-
fice present, as well as others.

Also present were Pharisees and
teachers of the law. Obviously, these
religious leaders were uncomfortable in

- the presence of those they deemed less

worthy of access to Jesus, so they com-

QUESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

plained, accusing Jesus and his disciples
of associating too closely with notori-
ous sinners.

This story reminds believers that, if
taken seriously, the gospel is both radi-
cal and risky. Neither Jesus nor his fol-
lowers are commissioned to fulfill the
prescribed expectations of the status
quo. Rather than recruit-
ing followers from among
the religious elite, Jesus
recruited most of his fol-
lowers from the market-
place, from the lake and
from the craft shops.

Jesus regularly visited
the temple, but he spent
most of his time in the
community circulating
among ordinary people,
particularly those with
questionable reputations. It seems Jesus
intentionally targeted as potential disci-
ples those whom religious groups had
shunned or excluded.

This new movement spread quickly
as individuals communicated their new-
found faith to friends, family members
and colleagues. Levi’s house was an ide-
al place to introduce his friends to Jesus.

This story also confirms for us that

the traditions of their forefathers, to keep
the law and rebuke others whose efforts
to publicly keep the law were not as suc-
cessful.

Perhaps Jesus is more radical than
we previously have recognized. Some
depict Jesus as a staunch legalist and
preserver of religious traditionalism.
Howeyver, that is not the truth of this
gospel story.

Here, Jesus rejects any attempt to
establish a kind of religious apartheid
which segregates sinners by typology.
Jesus sits at the table with all kinds of
sinners. In fact, the most unpleasant din-
ner guests are not those who know that
they are “‘sinners” but those who don’t.

These hard-shell religious legalists
seem never to be satisfied with the way
in which Jesus chooses to conduct his
ministry. They accusingly ask Jesus and
his disciples why they insist on eating
and drinking with sinners. The answer
is simple: These sinners are the people

. Jesus chooses to be his
most effective disci-
ples—sinners saved by
grace.

Barry Howard is pastor
of First Baptist Church
of Corbin.
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Help when looking
for a nursing home

FRANKFORT—Selecting
a nursing home for a
relative or friend can be
a difficult decision for
families.

Specialists with the
Kentucky Cabinet for
Health Services offer

these tips to make the
decision easier:

M Before beginning a
search, put together a
network of family and
friends, health care
providers, clergy and
social workers to assist
you with ideas and
suggestions.

B Remember there are
options other than
nursing homes. For
example, home care
allows a person to
remain in the home
while receiving services
- such as meals and
medical assistance.

M Find a nursing home
in a location with easy
access to family
members. Experience
shows that if a nursing
home is too hard to get
to, family members
aren't able to maintain
contact as much.

M Check Medicaid
certification. If a person
goes into a nursing
home using his or her
own money but later is
~ forced to use: Medicaid,
the nursing home must
have a bed eligible for
Medicaid or the patient
could be forceekto move.

M Visit the nursing
home. This is the most
important step. Examine
the most recent
inspection reports; you
are allowed by law to do
this. Watch how the staff
treats residents. See
what kinds of activities
are offered. Look for
indications of staffing
levels. Use your senses
of smell, sight, taste and
hearing to compare

: options.

B Call the state
ombudsman for long-
term care resources at
(800) 372-2991 for
additional assistance.

Q. ’m in my mid-30s and have nev-
er married. When I go to single
adult conferences, there is often a
lot of material presented for people
who have been married and di-
vorced. Please address
the situation of the per-
son who is single longer
than anticipated.

A. According to studies
done by polister George
Barna, those who have
never been married actu-
ally form the largest sub-
group of single adults.
This is often not considered a high
priority situation to address, for the
young adults in this group see them-
selves as “just not married yet.”
Then comes the “social calendar
from hell” where they watch their

FAMILY

FORUM

friends “all get married,” and sudden-
ly, the single adult is five, 10, 15 or
20 years older than he thought he
would be when getting married. Itis a
challenging thing to grieve the death
of the dream of getting
married at that expected
age. ;

Psychologist  Paul
Tournier has said that it is
often easier to relinquish
something you have had
than it is to grieve for that
which you never have ex-
perienced.

~ What to do? Roberta

Rand’s excellent book, “Playing the
Tuba at Midnight,” has these sugges-
tions:

0 Pursue a “designer life,” one that
makes the most of your gifts and cir-
cumstances.

 Focus on goals that are not de-
pendent on the whims of another per-
son.

B Stay in circulation, cultivating
friendships with all kinds of people,
both married and single.

0 Cultivate a broad base of friends
and acquaintances, remembering that
unmarried people of your own sex are
not your adversaries.

I Remember, as you harmonize
your dreams with God’s commands,
you have limitless options. Go for
the gusto! And when you’re tempt-
ed to think that singleness is a pun-
ishment rather than an opportunity,
think of the only perfect person who
ever lived; the single adult, Jesus
Christ. Share your real emotions
with him through prayer. He really
does hear and understand. — James
Stillwell

NORTH AMERICAN MISS]ION

This three-day missions conference, August 2-5, 1998,
at Ridgecrest Conference Center, will help churches
reach their communities and North America for Christ.
ON Mission 98 will feature dozens of small-group
conferences led by missionaries and national missions
leaders; dynamic praise and worship services;
and inspiring mission messages by John

Avant, James Merritt, Jack Graham,

and Bob Reccord.

(270 4ED-F20d

Call today for more information about the
ON Mission "98 schedule of speakers and conferences.

BOARD

Financial facts
you need to know

By Doug Strader

B That between 60 percent
and 70 percent of all adults in
the United
States have
never Wwrit-
ten a last
will and tes-
tament?

FINANCIAL

FORUM

B That
for those
who have
not written a
will, the state in which they re- .
side has a plan of asset distri-
bution written for them? Here
in the Kentucky that plan is
called the “Kentucky Intestate
Succession Statute.”

B That the state court will
decide  who will raise any mi-
nor children if both parents are
deceased and they have not
made a will or included a nom-
ination of guardian provision in
their will for their children?
This is a far more important is-
sue than where your assets will

go.

B That Kentucky’s plan for
asset distribution does not in-
clude your church or any other
Christian ministry? You also
forfeit the option of creating
provisions that will benefit both
your family and God’s work.

B That without a properly
drawn will, the death taxes and
cost of administering your es-
tate may be higher, thereby re-
ducing what will be available
for your family?

B That by having a proper-
ly drawn will, you get to choose
who serves as executor, guard-
ian for your children and trust-
ee? You also get to decide who
gets what and when they get it!

B That the Kentucky Baptist
Foundation is the trust agency
of the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention and can help you design
an estate plan that includes fam-
ily and Christian ministries?

If you did not know, but
would like to know about the
benefits of making a will and/
or other estate and incapacity
planning documents, give Bar-
ry Allen or me a call at (888)
254-5701.

Doug Strader is director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention’s stew-
ardship department.
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BAPTISTS

Mohler marks fifth year; Johnson ends term at helm

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Jerry Johnson
quoted Scripture in his final moments
as chairman of trustees at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary last
week.

“Now let your servant depart in
peace, for my eyes have seen your
salvation,” Johnson said, quoting Sim-
eon’s words upon seeing the infant
Jesus at the temple and recognizing
the fulfillment of Old Testament mes-
sianic prophecy.

Johnson, one of the most contro-
versial and outspoken of Southern’s
trustees during the past decade of con-
flict and transition, concluded a two-
year term as board chairman April 21.
The moment was not lost on him or
any of the other trustees or adminis-
trators present for the passing of the
gavel to a new chairman.

The implication of Johnson’s state-
ment, which was echoed by others
during the meeting, was that his once-
unbelievable mission was now com-
plete and the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s mother seminary has been
saved from the threat of liberalism.

As one of the seminary’s young-
est-ever trustees when he came on
board in 1989 at age 26, Johnson
gained instant recognition for his dec-
laration that one would have to be
“blind as a mole” not to see that then-
President Roy Honeycutt “doesn’t
believe the Bible.”

That was one of the loudest initial
salvos in what would become a bitter
campaign by a newly emerging ultra-
conservative majority on the seminary

board to radically alter the seminary’s

direction. Although given a reprieve
from Johnson’s charges, Honeycutt
retired in 1993 and was replaced by
Al Mohler, who has presided over a
massive shift in the seminary’s facul-
ty and student body.

- This spring marks the conclusion
of Mohler’s fifth year in office, a mo-

ment noted in last week’s trustee
meeting by the unveiling of a new
portrait of Mohler. .

“When I think of where Southern
Seminary stands at present, I am
aware the Lord has given us exceed-
ingly, abundantly above what anyone
could ask,” Mohler told trustees.

He described the seminary’s cur-
rent phase as a “‘season of promise and
fulfillment.”

“We are standing on the shoulders
of giants who have gone before us,”
Mohler said in apparent reference to
some, but not all, of his predecessors.
“We are standing in fulfillment of
what I think those founders would
have wanted.”

Mobhler said the seminary has faced
“the unilateral doctrinal disarmament
of the Christian church” head on and
now is standing steadfastly for God’s
truth.

“I know we could not be where we
are today without the support of this
board,” Mohler added, “and behind
you the support of churches who are
determined to have a seminary that
serves them faithfully.”

The seminary now has “the flag-
ship evangelical faculty to be found
anywhere,” Mohler said, noting he
would not trade the current faculty for
any other.

Over the course of Mohler’s five-
year tenure, the seminary has experi-
enced a faculty turnover of 70 percent
or more, with both longtime moder-
ate professors and newer conservative
professors leaving, being forced out
or retiring.

Mohler highlighted the trustees’
election of several newer faculty
members from appointed posts to
more permanent regular teaching
posts, noting their “quality” and “‘com-
mitment.”

He said he looks forward to the fall
when these faculty members will sign
the seminary’s 140-year-old doctrinal
statement, the Abstract of Principles.

“I know when they sign it they

mean it,” he said, referencing pub-
lished comments by former faculty
members that they had signed the
Abstract by reasoning their way
around some of its harshest doctrinal
implications.

Asked in a later interview to ex-
plain the reference, Mohler cited the
explanation of former professor Hen-
lee Barnette published in the Western
Recorder in December 1997.

Barnette specifically said he signed
the Abstract though disagreeing with
a literal interpretation of Article V on
election. He did this in good con-
science, however, because of his un-
derstanding that the Abstract was a
“compromise” document that was not
intended as a complete theological
statement or a set of rules.

Mohler picked up on that theme in
explaining his own comments about
Southern’s current faculty.

“There is a difference between see- .

ing the Abstract as clearly binding or
as more symbolic,” he said.

Two of the stickiest points of the
Abstract of Principles are Articles IV
and V, on providence and election.

Article IV says that “God from
eternity decrees or permits all things
that come to pass and perpetually up-
holds, directs and governs all creatures
and all events.” Article V says that
“election is God’s eternal choice of
some persons unto everlasting life.”

Mohler, like the seminary’s first
president, adheres to a theology
known as five-point Calvinism. A
major tenet of Calvinism is the doc-
trine of limited atonement, which says
that Jesus’ death on the cross bought
salvation only for those God chose
before the foundation of the world to
be saved, therefore implying that God
determined in advance to send other
people to hell.

Asked if a faculty member now
must affirm limited atonement in or-
der to sign the Abstract and “mean it,”
Mohler said that was not the case.

Although an increasing number of

What ever happened to the Covenant Renewal document?

FAMILY MOMENT Southern Seminary
President Al Mohler gathers with his
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Richard Mohler Sr.,

and his two children, Christopher and Kat/e
at the unveiling of a new portrait of Mohler.

Southern’s faculty adhere to five-
point Calvinism, Mohler cited top ad-
ministrators Danny Akin and Thom
Rainer as two non-five-point-Calvin-
ists who signed the Abstract.

The Abstract actually requires ad-
herence to only three elements of Cal-
vinism, Mohler said: the total deprav-
ity of humanity, the doctrine of elec-
tion and the perseverance of the saints.

Barnette, in his published column
titled “The Abstract of Principles:
Why I Signed It,” disagreed with that
assessment, particularly as it relates to
Article V on election.

The statement in the Abstract ex-
pressed the view that “God chose
some people to go to heaven, and by
implication, others to hell.”

Mobhler reiterated that holding such
a belief is not necessary to affirm the
Abstract. A proper reading of the Ab-
stract “allows for” belief in limited
atonement but “does not stipulate”
such belief, he said. “Both possibili-
ties have been accommodated.”

Trustees 0K
$2.9 million in
renovations

Continued from page 2
from taking any such action.”

Seminary trustees also elected new
officers. The new chairman is Ruffin
Snow, minister of evangelism at First
Southern Baptist Church of Del City,
Okla. First vice chairman is Roger
Spradlin, pastor of Valley View Bap-
tist Church in Bakersfield, Calif.; sec-
ond vice chairman is Dennis Sa]ler a
dentist from Melbourne, Fla.; and sec-
retary is Byron Boyer, a retired teach-
er from Louisville.

Six current faculty members were
granted promotions either to elected
faculty status or tenured status: Tho-
mas Schreiner, professor of New Tes-
tament; Mark Seifrid, associate pro-
fessor of New Testament; Ben Mitch-
ell, assistant professor of Christian
ethics; Jack Cunningham, professor of
Christian education; Thom Rainer,
professor of evangelism and church
growth; and Mark Terry, professor of
missions and evangelism.

“There is a
difference -
between seeing
the Abstract as
clearly binding or
as more

symbolic.”
Al Mohler

WESTERN RECORDER M APRIL 28, 1998 7



On sale day
Goodrich woke at 4
a.m. and walked to

Bill Collins Ford.
He sat in the blue
Malibu four hours

waiting to see if
that car, which
had a price of
$2,995 on the
windshield, would
be sold for $5.

KENTUCKY

| Sometimes God

By Bob Hill
Louisville Courier-Journal

LOUISVILLE—This is a story—

if not a parable—about Russell Good-

rich and his $5 miracle. It involves
drug addiction, faith, divorce, redemp-
tion, baptismal murals, the power of
prayer, needy children, Bill Collins
Ford and a baby-blue 1979 Chevy
Malibu. Read it carefully and you’ll
remember it the rest of your life.
Goodrich, 40, is a tall, gregarious,
instantly likable man who speaks in
an accent born of Virginia’s Eastern
Shore. He attended high school in
Richmond, dropped out and worked
for a beer distributor. His addiction to
drugs—his wild limousine sprees into
New York and Philadelphia funded by

" arich friend who took money from a

family business—had cost Goodrich
his marriage and his only child, a 12-
year-old daughter. A Virginia truck
accident nearly cost him his life.

“It was a Monday night,” he said,
“and I hit my favorite bar, as I always
did, drinking Bud Light and Wild
Turkey.

“After about six or seven of each I

got into my truck. The next thing I
remember lights were flashing and si-
rens were going off. ... A medic was
leaning over telling me I had been in
an accident.”

Goodrich had been looking for
ways out of his lifestyle. He’d con-
fessed to his sister that he was fright-
ened, that God was trying to put him
down. A hospital nurse asked Good-
rich as he was being treated whom he
wanted to call.

“I had no one to call,” Goodrich
said. :

The next day Goodrich went to see
his truck. Its passenger side had been
ripped off; he missed death by inches.
He went to the site of the wreck, saw

that his careening truck had somehow

turned uphill just before crashing into
a concrete drainage pipe.

“I dropped to my knees,” Goodrich

said. “God had my attention.”

In January 1997, he began classes
at Boyce College of the Bible, a divi-
sion of Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary for students called late in
life to the ministry. Last May, want-
ing to extend his personal ministry to
Louisville’s inner city, Goodrich be-
gan volunteer work at Jefferson Street
Baptist Community at Liberty.

He rode his bike from the Lexing-
ton Road campus until a rainy day
stopped him. If his personal ministry
was going to continue, he needed a
car. That same day a friend showed
him a newspaper advertisement:
“Used Cars to be Sold for $5” at Bill
Collins Ford, 4220 Bardstown Road.

Goodrich took a bus to Bill Col-
lins Ford and walked among the 2,000
cars and trucks, trying to guess which
would be sold for $5. The new prices
would be posted at 10 a.m. the next
day; potential buyers had to be sitting
in the car.

Goodrich made a list of five likely
candidates, including a baby blue
1979 Chevy Malibu. He returned to
school, wrote down the car names on
pieces of paper and put them into a
baseball cap. He asked God to help
him choose. The name he pulled fro
the cap: the blue Malibu. '
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cooses to wok through achevy Malibu

WHEELS Russell Godrich (right) shws previous owner Dwight Marshall the car he got for $5. Goodrich and Marshall met after

Marshall saw his former car mentioned in a newspaper column. (Southern Seminary photo)

On sale day Goodrich woke at 4
a.m. and walked to Bill Collins Ford.
He sat in the blue Malibu four hours
waiting to see if that car, which had a
price of $2,995 on the windshield,
would be sold for $5. Collins had
picked those sale ‘cars days earlier.
Meanwhile, Goodrich had told his sto-
ry to any customers who came by.

“A whole group of people had
gathered where I sat in there,” Goo-
drich said. “They all were cheering
when my car went for $5. It was a
miracle.”

There would be more. Goodrich is
a talented artist but had done nothing
with his abilities. In his $5 car he
would make regular trips to Jefferson
Street Baptist Community at Liberty,
where Diane Moten, minister to the
homeless, called him a “breath of
fresh air.” He would volunteer at Pitt
Academy, a school for disabled stu-
dents, where director Doris Swenson
said he is “very patient” with students,
“an excellent teacher.” He would paint
a marvelous baptismal mural at Coo-
per Road Baptist Church, where Pas-

A sure sign that
It's time for you
to visit our new
retirement resigg

Here’s your opportunity to see retireme

tor Ed Amundson called him “the
most outstanding young man I have
ever known.”

After graduation Goodrich will re-
turn to Virginia. He has reconciled
with his ex-wife and dotes on their
daughter. He wants to work with the
poor of Northampton County, where
he once distributed beer. He’s going
back home in his baby-blue 1979
Chevy Malibu.

(Copyright The Courier-Journal. Used
with permission.)

g at its best.

To take advantage of it, you simply have to visit Oxmoor Lodge

now, while selection is best. You'll get to choose from a wide variety of floor
plans. And if you see an apartment you love, a refundable $100 deposit will
reserve it. At Oxmoor Lodge, there are no leases or buy-in fees. Your
monthly rent brings you these benefits: ¢ Three home-cooked meals a day
e Housekeeping & linen service ¢ Paid utilities ¢ Local transportation
o Resident managers ¢ Planned activities.

For the best apartments and views, hurry over to Oxmoor Lodge before it’s too late.

Oxmoor Lodge

Gracious Retirement Living
8021 Christian Court ® Louisville, Kentucky 40222

(502) 425-2402
Holiday Retirement Corp. — Serving Seniors Sine 1971, ,]Mr‘
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Continued from page 1

although it’s a vital question as Bap-
tist seek to do “missions on the brink”
by taking the gospel to those remain-
ing places where the name of Jesus
never has been preached.

“We have been called to shepherd
the sheep,” he said. “Jesus sends us
out into a world we cannot fix ... and
sometimes cannot survive.”

He told about the time all the
known converts to Christianity in a
town where he worked were execut-
ed the same morning. He told about a
list of the 150 alleged Christians cir-
culated in that town as a hit list.

“When the sheep began to get
slaughtered, our preparedness was
much less than it should have been,”
he admitted.

As if to underscore the reality of
Perkins’ comments, a scheduled tes-
timony from a missionary kid became
alife-and-death illustration of the dan-
gers missionaries face, along with na-
tive believers in some countries.

Missionary kid Susan Atkinson
came to the WMU meeting to thank
Kentucky women for their financial
support of missionaries and mission-
ary kids at Christmas and birthdays.
But a greater concern was on her mind
that day, the death just days before of
one of her parents’ missionary co-
workers.

Missionary Charles Hood was
gunned down in front of his home in
Colombia last week. Atkinson’s par-
ents had just left the States to return
to Colombia the same week.

Rather than taking time to speak
about herself, Atkinson tearfully led

the women in a prayer for Hood’s -

family and the entire mission family
in Colombia. :

Later Perkins explained that he
once thought being willing to die for
Jesus was the most difficult decision
a Christian could make. But now, he
said, he has determined that being re-
sponsible for sending out someone
else who might die for the faith is the
hardest decision to make.

“Which is hardest: Dying on a
cross or sending your only Son to die
on that cross?” he asked. “The hard-
est job in the world is not going, it’s
sending.”

As the role he and his wife played
on the mission field evolved into one
of equipping others, this burden be-
came all the more evident, he said.
“We have never prayed so much in

our lives as when we became equip-
pers or senders.”

That’s why the work of WMU is
so urgent, Perkins explained. As send-
ers and supporters of missionaries,
“you have the hardest task and the
greatest responsibility.”

Kentucky WMU President Peggy
Hicks further explained the relevance
of the convention’s theme: “We need
to realize things are not the same. We
are standing on the brink of a new
time. And we need to be
sensitized to what is going
on.”

WMU stands on the
brink of new relationships
with the Southern Baptist
Convention and with a
new generation of wom-
en, noted Randy Foster,
Kentucky Brotherhood
director.

Foster, a former home
missionary in Wyoming,
identified himself as one of WMU’s
foremost supporters. And he outlined
numerous ways he hopes Kentucky
WMU and Kentucky Brotherhood
can work together in the future.

“I don’t know what is going to be
the structural outcome of your rela-
tionship to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention,” he said. “But I know this ...

From Kentucky Brotherhood there,

will always be an open door.”

The times are changing all around,
Perkins said in another address. He
quoted a missiologist friend who said:
“A lot of missionology today has us
rushing into the 19th century.”

WMU and other missions organi-
zations must resist the temptation to
return to the “good old days,” Perkins
said. Rather than seeking to duplicate

ACTEEN ACTION Members of this year’s Kentucky Acteens Panel pen‘orm an /nterpret/ve
movement set to music during the WMU annual meeting.

Missionary Fan Cobb at
the Global Prayerwalk

what has been done in the past, Chris-
tians must find out what God wants
done today, he explained.

The temptation all people and or-
ganizations face is to do “just enough”
to get by, added Larry Wakefield,
missionary to Mexico. “But when we
apply that to certain parts of our Chris-
tian life, just enough doesn’t do it.

“We are not faithful if we just con-
tinue doing what they did” in the past,
he declared. “We are only faithful if
we do what Jesus calls us
to do.”

Despite the intense
challenges today’s world
presents, Christians must
have a proper perspective,
Wakefield said, pointing
to the biblical description
of Jesus having compas-
| sion on the crowds be-
cause they were like sheep
without a shepherd.

“Jesus did not see the
world negatively,” he said. “He saw
it as a harvest field.

“There are millions of people in
this world who need us,” he conclud-
ed. “What we do must never be just
enough.”

In other events during last week-
end’s WMU meeting:

1l Carol Butler, a representative for
Louisville Mayor Jerry Abramson,
thanked Kentucky WMU for their
support of the National Acteens Con-
ference which will be held in Louis-
ville in July. The mayor’s office has
been working to find places of hands-
on ministry for the 15,000 teenage
girls expected to attend the confer-
ence. “If we don’t get on the national
news July 2-3, I can’t imagine why,”
she said.

B Kentucky Baptist Convention
President Gayle Toole applauded
WMU. “You are the people who have
kept Kentucky Baptists on the cutting
edge of missions,” he said. “Thank
you today for the excellent job you
have done.”

I KBC Executive Secretary-trea-
surer Bill Mackey echoed Toole’s
commendation. I thank God for your
commitment to God through mis-
sions,” he said.

l Brenda Price, interim executive
director of Kentucky WMU, said the
past year has been one of changes,
challenges and commitment.

l Price reported that with a boost
from a “substantial bequest” this
year’s Eliza Broadus Offering for state
missions already has exceeded its
$750,000 goal with a total of
$767,964 as of March 31.

WMU executive board

@ . g ".
. Tackett of Cynthiana, 'I‘yanna White
_of Lexington and Velma Chfton of

. Hebron.
. .Nartheastem regzon

»'Bﬂlups of Caﬂettsburg :

Bonme .
ackett of Lowmansville, Carolyn.
York of Elkhom City and Sara Ann_

PRAYER WALK
Participants in last
weekend'’s WMU annual
meeting participate in a
Global Prayerwalk in which
they obtained prayer
information from
furloughing and retired
missionaries dressed in
native costumes. The
prayerwalkers then spread
out for a period of personal
prayer for missions,
drawing upon the
information they had just
gleaned.
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found ‘guilty’

CHICAGO (RNS)—A federal
jury last week found three national
leaders of anti-abortion groups guilty
of committing acts of extortion against
abortion clinics and awarded $85,000
in damages.

The jury of two men and four
women found the defendants dam-
aged the clinics’ ability to do business
during a 15-year period, Associated
Press reported.

The closely watched lawsuit was
one of the first filed under the Racke-
teer Influenced and Corrupt Organi-
zations law, which is used primarily
against organized crime’s infiltration
of businesses or unions.

It named two anti-abortion
groups—Operation Rescue and the
Pro-Life Action League—as defen-
dants, as well as three of the league’s
top leaders—Joseph Scheidler, Tim-
othy Murphy and Andrew Scholberg.

Operation Rescue founder Randall
Terry was an original defendant but
settled with the plaintiffs—the Nation-
al Organization for Women and abor-
tion clinics in Wisconsin and Dela-
ware—by promising not to participate
in any criminal activities against the
clinics.

at

WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE

Liberty, Missouri

Dates: July 5-10, July 12-17 or ]uly 19-24
Cost: $192 (includes all meals and lodging)

PASSPORT, is a national summer program which provides
creative, quality youth camping for church youth groups.
Join us in Missouri for an exciting week of Bible Study,
recreation, worship, parties, and daily mission projects.
Campers work with Habitat for Humanity, do yard work and
house repair for the elderly, help with lunch programs for
children, and more.

For information or a filll color brochure call
1-800-769-0210

Ahortion foes

School board settles with Jewish family

PIKE COUNTY, Ala. (RNS)—
An Alabama school board has vot-
ed to settle a lawsuit filed by a Jew-
ish family contending their children
were teased, mocked and forced to
pray by Christian students and
teachers.

In the suit, filed last year, Wayne
and Sue Willis charged their four
children—ages 5 through 14—
faced harassment while attending
classes in Pike County, where they
were the only Jewish students.

They said one of the children
was forced to bow his head during

a Christian prayer and another was
told to write a paper on ‘“Why Jesus
Loves Me.”

School officials acknowledged a
number of the suit’s key allegations
but admitted no wrongdoing in
agreeing to the settlement, Associ-
ated Press reported.

The settlement follows many of
the guidelines laid out in a decision
last year by U.S. District Court
Judge Ira DeMent, who barred De-
Kalb County, Ala., school officials
from promoting religious practices
in the public schools.

Southern Baptist Convention
1998 Messenger Cards

Attention, Pastors:

All messenger cards for voting privileges at the
SBC are distributed from the KBC Executive Office.
They MUST be signed by your church clerk or
moderator BEFORE being presented for registration.

Please make your request to:
KBC, P.O. Box 43433,
Louisville, KY 40253-0433
Attn: Shirley Wooton

Deadline: May 26, 1998

GILORIETA™

1998 National Sunday School Leadership Training Events
eeceoeee CONVENIENT SCHEDULESeeocccee

Friday- Monday: Begins with Friday dinner and goes through Monday breakfast.
Monday- Friday: Begins with Monday dinner and goes through Friday breakfast.

BENEFITS
Quality training for every Sunday School leadership position; Compact schedules;
Special conferences for pastors, ministers of education, Sunday School directors, and
general outreach directors; Renewed emphasis on evangelism through the Sunday
School; Introduction to a new evangelism training system; Preschool care provided;
Day Camp, SummerTrek, and Y.U.C. for children grades 1-6; Impact for youth

Pastors/Bible Teachers

EVENT 1 EVENITS 2 & 3 EVENT 4
June 12-15 June 15-19 and June 22-26
Don Guthrie June 19-22 D. L. Lowrie
First Baptist Church Sal Sberna First Baptist Church
San Antonio, TX Metropolitan Lubbock, TX
Baptist Church
Houston, TX

«» Smaller membership church track Events 3 & 4
% Special education lab school Events 1 & 2
% Special education leadership training Events 1, 2, 3, & 4

Guest faculty at each event:

Bobby Welch, Pastor, FBC, Daytona Beach, FL describing how to do effec-
tive evangelism through the Sunday School and introducing FAITH.

For reservations call 1-800-797-4222.
For program info call Larry Ware 1-615-251-2183.

Sponsored by the Bible Teaching-Reaching Division, the Sunday School Board of the SBC.
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Eisner links Baptist hoycotters to Nazis

ORLANDO, Fla. (BP)—The
head of the Disney Co. tossed more
barbs at Southern Baptists support-
ing the boycott of the entertainment
giant during a news program April
21 :

In an interview with the co-host
of NBC’s morning program “The
Today Show,” Michael Eisner said
it was a “splinter group” of South-
ern Baptists who were withholding
their financial support of Disney.

Last June messengers to the
Southern Baptist Convention annu-
al meeting passed a resolution call-
ing for economic action against Dis-
ney for producing “anti-family” and
“anti-Christian” products.

Eisner told “Today Show” co-
host Katie Couric it was “a very
small part of the Southern Baptists”
who took the action during the June
1997 SBC meeting in Dallas. Cou-
ric interviewed Eisner as Disney
prepared to open its fourth theme
park in the central Florida area, An-
imal Kingdom.

Richard Land, president of the
SBC’s Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission, called Eisner’s com-
ments “both reprehensible and con-
temptible.”

“For a corporate leader who

Gay Day set

preaches tolerance, Mr. Eisner is re-
markably intolerant of those who dare
question the direction he has led the
Disney Co.,” Land said.

“Those most concerned with the
shift within the Disney Company are
not some fringe splinter group, but are
those who were traditionally Disney’s
best customers—families with chil-
dren who desire family friendly enter-
tainment,” Land countered.

Eisner told Couric Southern Bap-
tists were upset because Disney decid-
ed to give health benefits to “people
of similar persuasions.”

Eisner also linked a 1996 South-
ern Baptist resolution about Jewish
evangelism with Nazi Germany.

Eisner mistakenly said that it was

Kentucky Baptist Fellowship

May 15-16, 1998

~ Faith Baptist Church
Georgetown, KY

Keynote Speakers:
Dr. Keith Parks, Bill & Alice Marshall,
Phillip & Shantel Vestal

Schedule:
Friday night 7:00-92:00 pm.
Saturday 8:30 am-3:00 pm.

Lunch Saturday: $6.00.
To make a reservation call: 502-422-5248 or write:
KBF at PO. Box 11160, Lexington, KY 40574-1160,
or e-mail: mcabee@bbtel.com.

New Business:
The presentation of a new coordinator!

Other Highlights:
Adopting an Unreached People Group as a statel

Special Event:
A reception honoring our new state
coordinator on Friday night.

Hotel:
Holiday Inn Express $59 plus tax 502-867-1648.

Spring Meeting

Hosted by

in 1997 that messengers ‘“‘recommend-
ed that they convert the Jews. ... That
was something that hasn’t been rec-
ommended since the *40s in Europe.”

Land said Eisner’s “thinly veiled”
comparison of the SBC’s action in
1996 to reaffirm the need for evange-
lism to all people, including those of
the Jewish faith, to “Nazi Germany’s
horrific persecution of Jews” from
1933 to the late 1940s was “outra-
geous” and “offensive.”

“Evangelism is not extermination,”
Land said. “In calling for Christians
to share the good news of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, Southern Baptists are
standing squarely in the middle of
apostolic faith passed down through
the ages.”

Land expressed hope Eisner would
step back “from such contemptuous
comments” aimed at those who ques-
tion his leadership of the world’s sec-
ond-largest entertainment conglomer-
ate and agree “to engage in construc-
tive and reasoned dialogue with those
who have grave concerns about the
message his company is sending to
children.”

Attempts by the Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission to answer Eis-
ner’s charges were declined by “The
Today Show.”

Israel celebration
upsets some Jews

ORLANDO (RNS)—As a major
celebration of Israel’s 50th anniversa-
ry kicks off this week, some Jewish
leaders are crying foul.

Ironically, “Israel Jubilee” is spon-
sored not by Jews but by the Chris-
tian Alliance for Israel.

The ad hoc group is ccmposed pri-
marily of evangelical and Pentecostal
Christians who regard Israel’s rebirth
as an independent state an important
sign that the Bible’s plan for Jesus’
return is unfolding as promised.

Among the noted speakers sched-
uled to appear are evangelist Benny
Hinn, religious broadcaster/pastor
John Hagee and Campus Crusade for
Christ founder Bill Bright.

But Jewish leaders are upset with
the large number of Messianic Jews
and Christians affiliated with minis-
tries that evangelize Jews who are as-
sociated with the event.

Messianic Jews are Jews who have
accepted Jesus as the Messiah and
claim still to be Jews through their
blood ties to the Jewish people.

Both the Jewish Federation of
Greater Orlando, the area’s primary
mainstream Jewish group, and the
Orlando Board of Rabbis have urged
Jews to stay away from the event.

“We’re not protesting or trying to
scuttle this event,” said Eric Geboff,
federation executive director. “But we
are concerned that some Jews may be
swayed and taken in.”

Event organizer Cheryl Schang
insists its only intent is to show sup-
port for Israel. “We’re trying to rally
Christian support for Israel and the
Jewish people,” she said. “I’ve made
no bones about the fact that we’re
going to talk about Jesus as the Mes-
siah because this is a Christian event.

.. This is not an interfaith event.”

or ﬂnarictal dlsclosure statements the St. Petersburg Tmes

e orted Her Iawyers hav .emed any wrongdomg
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WORLD VIEW

M The Shroud of Turin,
believed by many to be
the burial cloth of Jesus,
went on public display
April 19 for the first time
in 20 years. The new
display is timed to
coincide with the 100th
anniversary of the first
photographs that
showed the image.

M Paul Cedar, CEO of
Mission America, has
been elected as
executive chair of the
Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelization.
The movement began in
1974 at an evangelism
congress in Lausanne,
Switzerland, and was
organized by Billy
Graham.

H A Rwandan court has
sentenced two Roman
Catholic priests to death
after finding them guilty
of organizing the
execution of 2,000
people—mosily
members of Rwanda’s
Tutsi minority—in a
church during the 1994
genocide in the African
country.

B Archbishop of
Canterbury George
Carey had his Easter
sermon disrupted by
members of the militant
gay rights group
OutRage!, who were
protesting Carey’s
refusal to support
demands for gay
marriage and a reduction
in Britain’s homosexual
age of consent from the
present 18 to 16, the
same age as for
heterosexuals.

M In England, where
one in three clergy say
they have been attacked
in the course of their
religious work, a British
firm says help is on the
way. Avon Silversmiths
says it is ready to begin
marketing a necklace-
style crucifix with a built-
in alarm.

M A delegation from
Church World Service,
the relief arm of the
National Council of
Churches, delivered to
Baghdad $100,000 in
medical supplies to aid
the people of Iraq earlier
~ this month.

| . CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Jamestown First Bap-
tist is seeking a minister of youth and
education; this is a full-time position.
Mail to: Search Committee, James-
town Baptist, P.O. Box 308, James-
town, KY 42629-0308.

SEEKING: Associated Baptist
Press, an independent, not-for-profit
news service, seeks executive direc-
tor of development and marketing in
a new position to initiate a fund-rais-
ing and marketing program. Qualifi-
cations include minimum of bache-
lor’s degree, with master’s preferred,
in appropriate field such as commu-
nications or business; demonstrated
experience in major fund develop-
ment campaign and donor cultivation,
particularly in a religious or not-for-
profit organization; active church
member, with preference given to
Baptists; effective leadership; written
and oral communication skills. Re-
view of applications begins immedi-
ately and continues until position is
filled. Letter of application, resumé,
statement of fund-raising philosophy
and list of three references should be
directed to: Development Search
Committee, Associated Baptist Press,
P.O. Box 23769, Jacksonville, FL
32241.

SEEKING: Exciting, growing
suburban Springfield, Mo., church is
seeking a full-time youth minister to
lead a dynamic ministry to youth.
Resumés will be accepted through
June 1. Send resumé to: Personnel
Committee, Hopedale Baptist Church,
5370 N. Highway NN, Ozark, MO
65721. Our church is praying for you.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for worship services and choir.
All inquiries please respond to: Mt.
Freedom Baptist Church, 100 S. Lex-
ington Ave., Wilmore, K'Y 40390.

NEEDED: Nursery caregiver for
infants through 12 months. Sunday

_mornings and Wednesday evenings.

Pay is $10 per hour. Experience and
references required. Interested persons
should contact Deer Park Baptist
Church for further information: (502)
451-7220.

SEEKING: Full-time weekday
ministries director. Director’s respon-
sibilities include: Leading the pro-
gram to be safe, Christ-centered and
educationally sound; supervising and
training caregivers and teachers; min-
istering to children and families in the
program,; assisting the church in out-
reach and ministry to children and
families in the program. This thriv-
ing program includes 2- and 3-year
developmental daycare, 4-year pre-
school, kindergarten and after-school
program for grades 1-6. The program
has a healthy budget, adequate mate-
rial resources and a qualified, caring
staff of more than 25. Applicants
must meet state licensing require-
ments. Seminary degree preferred.
Salary negotiable based on qualifica-
tions. Resumés and inquiries: First
Baptist Church, 1400 South Main,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Keith
Stillwell. (502) 886-1216.

NEEDED: Pastor for Clay First
Baptist. Send resumé to: Danny
Hodges, 9639 SR 132 W, Clay, KY
42404.

SEEKING: Full-time youth and
children’s minister. College graduate
or seminary graduate. A great foun-
dation has been laid. Dry Ridge is a
growing church in a growing area—
the potential is unlimited. If you have
a heart for ministry and outreach to
youth and children, send your resumé
to: Dry Ridge Baptist Church, P.O.
Box 14, Dry Ridge, KY 41035, Attn:
Personnel Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth (grades 7-12). Calvary Baptist
Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., is locat-
ed adjacent to the University of Ala-
bama campus. This is a wonderful
opportunity to serve in a growing,
multi-staff church. Youth Sunday
school enrollment currently is 160;
average SS attendance, 800; average
worship attendance, 1,200. Please
send information to: Calvary Baptist
Church, 1121 Paul Bryant Drive,
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401. (205) 758-
0495.

SEEKING: Lexington Avenue
Baptist Church, Danville, Ky., is seek-
ing a full-time minister of music. Re-
sponsibilities include: sanctuary choir;
graded choir program; worship plan-
ning; youth and adult handbell choirs.
Send resumé to: Dr. Tim Noel, Lex-
ington Avenue Baptist Church, 339
W. Lexington Ave., Danville, KY
40422.

SEEKING: Full-time minister,

~ Hill Grove Baptist Church, Guston,

Ky. Country church 35 miles south-
west of Louisville. Please send resumé
to: Pastor Search Committee, 55 Am-
mons Lane, Guston, KY 40142.

NEEDED: Church van for youth
ministry. Please call (502) 788-6576.

SEEKING: Part-time church or-
ganist, Versailles Baptist Church, Ver-
sailles, Ky. Responsibilies: Wednes-
day nights, Sunday mornings; blend-
ed worship style. Paid position. Con-
tact Greg Brewton, (606) 873-7338.

SEEKING: Persons with secre-
tarial experience and computer appli-
cation skills to accept temporary work
assignments. Contact: Administrative
Services Department, Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, Louisville, Ky.
Phone: (502) 244-6468. :

NEEDED: 1st trumpet and 1st
trombone, grades 9-12, for Kentucky
Baptist All-State Youth Orchestra,
June 21-28. For audition information,
call church music department at (888)
254-5707.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister for dynamic, growing church in
Frankfort, Ky. Come work with a
well-established program and a great
group of teens. Good salary and ex-
pense account for the person God
calls. Send resumé to: Evergreen Bap-
tist Church, 2698 Evergreen Road,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

RETREAT: Glorieta Conference
Center. Stay with family spring, sum-
mer, fall or winter. Call (800) 797-
4222 to make reservations or for in-
formation.

RETREAT: Myrtle Beach Ocean
View Retreat. Youth, seniors and
musical groups (groups of up to 50).
307 1st Ave., Myrtle Beach, SC
29577. Leave message: (803) 626-
7069.

Here to serve you
By Robert Dunston

We at Cumberland College
would like to enrich your church’s
ministry in any way we can. Our
primary method of blessing the lo-
cal church is by educating Christian
young men and women to minister
through full-time Christian service,
through service as deacons and
Sunday school teachers,
and through involvement
in the ministries of the
local church as they use
their gifts and Christian

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

and through your prayers.

If you would like to receive
more information or schedule a
Cumberland College faculty or staff
member to help you in your minis-
try, contact Wes Roy at (606) 539-
4154 or me at (606) 539-4227. You
may write to either of us at 7989
College Station Drive, Williams-
burg, Ky. 40769.

Our Baptist Student
Union has students who
are willing and excited
about coming to your

dedication to serve God.

As we continue to
train young people by
offering quality educa-
tion in a Christian atmo-
sphere and immersed in
Christian values, we

church to lead in a week-
end revival for the entire
church or for your youth.
Or perhaps you might
prefer to have the BSU
drama team or one of the
BSU music ensembles
bring inspiration to your

might be able to serve
you in other ways too.

We have many individuals
among our faculty and staff who are
gifted and willing to provide pulpit
supply, engage in interim work,
lead Bible studies, preach revivals,
speak at deacon retreats or at spe-
cial church banquets or functions,
and provide seminars in subjects
such as. marriage enrichment or
Christian spirituality. We would
welcome the opportunity to meet all
of you who so faithfully support us
through your gifts to the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, through the
students whom you entrust to us

church. The students in-
volved in these ministries have a
deep love for Christ and a genuine
desire to share what he has done in
their lives so that others might dis-
cover the forgiveness and strength
available through Christ. For more
information or to schedule a BSU
team, contact Dean Whitaker at
(606) 539-4343 or write him at .
7521 College Station Drive, Will-
iamsburg, Ky. 40769.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

A climate of revival

It’s revival weather here in the
commonwealth.

I know revivals are no longer
contingent upon warm tempera-
tures as they once were, but this
kind of weather reminds me of
tents, folding chairs and bass-
voiced evangelists mopping their
brows while crickets and frogs fill
in the pregnant pauses that come
after the tough questions.

“My friend, if you
were to die today, would
you see Jesus?”

“Knee-deep,

knee-

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

ters by prodigals, comedians, ma-
gicians and rappers all touched by
the saving grace of Jesus Christ.

This front blew in before I joined
the agency.

In the last 18 months, our staff
has reported an average of 12 deci-
sions for Christ every month. I'm
grateful for those numbers, but,
more than that, I’'m excited that our
staff and you, our minis-
try partners, have created
this environment where
decisions can be made.

This tells me that kids

deep.”

I’'m not making fun. I
cherish that heritage of
Christianity and the
memories of revivals that
were truly a re-ignition of
the spirit of repentance
and witnessing among
God’s people.

To God’s glory, some

Bill Smithwick

not only are hearing the
gospel in sermon, song
and study, but they are
making the next step—
realizing that a belief in
Christ is relevant to them
. personally.

We know Jesus is the
healer for every hurt our
children have. When they

of those very same expe-
riences are going to happen this
year in revivals across Kentucky.

I’'m happy to report revival
weather at Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children. It is a climate created
by staff who demonstrate God’s
love and compassion.

It’s a season brought about by
churches in our communities reach-
ing out to the young people in their
pews every week. It’s a “front” of
testimony, music and Bible study
ushered into our ‘cottages and shel-

reach that conclusion
themselves, it tells me we are all
doing something right!

You as Kentucky Baptists are
part of this climate. Thank you for
enabling us to witness to hurting
kids.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken- :
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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‘Auto-pilot church’ shows
paradox of U.S. Christianity

MESQUITE, Texas (ABP)—The
American church context is a “clas-

sic paradox,” according to research-

er George Barna.

Barna recently visited Louisville
with his conference on church
trends.

Earlier, in Mesquite, Texas, he
cited four contradictory themes as
an example that the American
church is functioning in paradox to
trends in America:

B Unappealing interest. Ameri-
cans are exhibiting the highest inter-
est in religion and spiritual develop-
ment in 50 years. But “Christianity
is unappealing because Christians
behave no differently than anyone
else—their faith does not impact
their lives.” ;

Recent research shows Chris-
tians’ world views and decision-
making factors are not significantly
different from non-Christians’.

Based on Christians’ behavior,
non-Christians “have no reason to
be drawn to Christianity,” he insist-
ed.

B Fruitless contacts. Christian
churches come into contact with
more than 100 million adults and

more than 30 million children each
month. However, “most of them are
involved in a religious ritual and
have little connection with Christ,”
Barna said.

His surveys indicate “one-half of
attenders of Protestant churches are
not Christians,” he said.

B Unfulfilled commitment. Most
Christians and churches think evan-
gelism is important. Unfortunately,
“few people are accepting Christ as
their Savior,” he added.

A significant factor in American
Christians’ anemic evangelistic out-
put is the fact “few Christians have
relationships with non-believers”
that can make a difference in the
non-Christians’ lives.

B More with less. Thousands of
churches are being started, and
Christianity is more accessible to
people. -

Still, “few churches are led by
leaders, and most non-churched
people are not seeking a church to
attend,” Barna warned.

“The ‘auto-pilot church’—doing
religious activity without intention-
al, strategic purpose—simply
doesn’t work,” he said.

To learn more, visit
our web site at
http:/www.bchs.edu

ou are
Invited

to visit Baptist College
of Health Sciences and
find out more about
careers in:

e Nursing
* Respiratory Care
e Radiological Sciences

Attend our Open House

Saturday, May 9 at 10 a.m.
Refreshments will be
served

R.S.V.P. to
901-227-4301
800-796-7171

(& BAPTIST.

College of Health Sciences

1003 Monroe Avenue
Memphis, Tennessee

Baptist Memorial College of Health Sciences accepts students
of any race, color and national or ethnic origin.

Our mission statement

At Jonathan Creek and Cedar- students who will be camping
more we are well underway pre- with us this summer. Pray that
paring for thousands of youth and  they will come with hearts sensi-
children who will come to our tive to what God wants to do
summer camps in just a few short  while they are with us. Pray that
weeks. those who do not know Christ will

This is a very busy time for our experience him here.

conference centers, but it is also a

B Pray for the staff and coun-

time of eager anticipation as we selors who will be working with
contemplate what God will do this  the students, GA counselors, RA

summer in the hearts

and lives of these stu- F'{3jil[H 44

dents.
" In our board meeting
a couple of weeks ago,

BAPTIST

ASSEMBLIES

we developed our mis-
sion statement, which
reads as follows: “To
provide an environment
in which all our guests
can come to know
Christ and more fully
experience him.” -

That’s what we are Rusty Ell

Y
ison

about. If you consider

counselors and the Son-
Team staff who will
lead our youth. They
play a vital role in the
ministry. Pray for
strength and endurance
because the summer is
long, the work is hard,
but the rewards are great
as they experience God
at work.

B Pray for our staff
as we strive to serve all
who will come to Ce-
darmore and Jonathan

the decades of our ministry, sure- Creek. It is an exciting time for us
ly thousands of people have come as we see God work each and ev-
to know Christ while at Cedar- ery week.

more and Jonathan Creek. And we

It is going to be a great time,

are convinced that our greatest the kingdom will be larger and I
years are ahead, beginning with wouldn’t trade places with any-

this summer.

body in the world. I’ ve never been

I would expect that most of more excited about ministry.

you who read this column are
strong believers and supporters of
our work. What can you do right

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-

now for us? Begin to pray for the  sycky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,

following, specifically:

Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
B Pray for the children and 8911.
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist
partnerships with Russia
and New England:

~ B Chris and Gretchen
Brown and Bobby and
Diane Williford who
recently arrived in
Moscow and are
beginning language
school.

M Dan and Pam Brown,
International Service
Corps missionaries
involved in a new church
. start in Penza, Russia.

B Keven and Leslie
Rutland as they continue
language school in
Moscow.

M The women’s retreat
at First Baptist Church of
Sudbury, Mass.,

May 8-9.

H A new weekly Bible
study in East Boston,
Mass., led by Dick and
Doreen May. Plans are
for the study to become
a mission congregation.

Mountains to the M|5$|ssmp|

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BELFR Y—First Church will hold
revival services May 17-20. Dave
Hammond, pastor of Faith Church in
Myra, will be the speaker. Lois Jane
Huddleston will provide the music.
Steve Rice is pastor. For more infor-
mation, call (606) 353-4645.
B CADIZ—Maple Grove Church
called Brett Heuring as pastor. He is
a student at Mid-Continent Bible Col-
lege in Mayfield. He began his new
ministry March 1.
B DANVILLE—Ernest Martin,
pastor of Calvary Church for 31 years,
retired April 12. Assistant Pastor
Doug Wesley will serve as interim
pastor. Matt Flanagan is minister of
youth, Steve Fegenbush is interim
minister of education and Brian Mol-
lett is interim minister of music.
H FOUNTAIN RUN—Fountain Run
Church called Dale Hanson as pas-
tor. Hanson previously was pastor at
Grangertown Church at Sturgis. He
began his new ministry April 12.
B HARRODSBURG—Harrodsburg
Church will hold its second senior
adult revival May 3-6 at 11 am. Ted
Sisk will speak. (606) 734-2339.
B HAZARD—First Church will cel-
ebrate its centennial anniversary Aug.
23. An all-day event is planned. Dean
Buchanan is pastor. For more infor-
mation, call (606) 436-3533.
B LOUISVILLE—Southside Church
recently called Michael Roy as pas-
tor. He previously was pastor at New
Life Church in Peculiar, Mo. :
Woodland Church called John

Raizor of Shelbyville as minister to
students. He began his new ministry
April 20.

Shively Heights Church will host
the “Greater Vision Trio” in concert
May 8 at 7 p.m. For more informa-
tion, call (502) 447-9544.

B MARION—Kenny Odom
resigned as pastor at Repton Church,
effective April 30. He will be avail-
able to serve as pastor. He can be
reached at (502) 965-4453, or 208 N.
Maple, Marion, Ky. 42064.

B MURRAY—Flint Church will cel-

_ ebrate its centennial anniversary May

3. An all-day event is planned. Guest
speaker will be Bill Miller. Tim
Franklin is pastor.

B PARKSVILLE—Parksville
Church will ordain Jimmy Over-
street and Ben Henson as deacons
May 3. Dale Niswonger is interim
pastor.

All publicity is good if
they spell the name right

COPENHAGEN, Denmark
(RNS)—If there’s no such thing as
bad publicity, then the Church of

Scientology is making the best of

bad news.

The church, which claims it is
suffering religious persecution in its
well-publicized struggle with the
German government, has launched
a multimillion-dollar advertising
campaign in Western Europe, de-
signed to urge people to see what the
fuss is all about.

“We are being talked about every
day, but when you ask people what is
(Scientology), they don’t know,” said
Gaetane Asselin, public relations di-
rector for the church’s European op-
erations, headquartered in Copen-
hagen, Denmark. “So we say, think
for yourselves, buy a book.”

Billboards, magazine ads, bus

Available in 20’ to 37’ Models
(12 to 43 passengers)

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program
www.carpenterbus.com

Church Buses

Rental Buses
(New & Used)
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287
We Buy Used Buses
Since 1953

posters and other media will use the
catch phrase “Think for yourself” and
urge people to read Scientology’s
seminal work, “Dianetics,” authored
by the church’s late founder, L. Ron
Hubbard, in 1950.

The ads show cartoon images such
as a line-up of cavemen, all building
square wheels except for one confi-
dent man who invents the round vari-
ety.

The church’s publicity campaign
recently began in Holland and will
also hit Germany, Denmark, Switzer-
land and Austria. About 600 bill-
boards will go up in Germany alone,
Asselin said.

The Los Angeles-based Church of
Seientology, founded by Hubbard in
1954, claims 8 million followers
worldwide, including celebrities John
Travolta and Tom Cruise.

Asselin said she had no figures for
membership in European countries

" but said there were 60 churches and

160 missions on the continent. Press
reports say the church claims 30,000
members in Germany.

Scientologists believe humans can
achieve higher levels of existence and
overcome mental barriers to success
and physical health. They do this
through seminars and spiritual coun-
seling known as “auditing.”

Critics say the church is not a reli-
gion but charges exorbitant fees for its
services and employs hardball tactics
against perceived enemies.

A wonderful day

Easter Sunday was a wonderful day. It began
on the hill behind our chapel building at 7 a.m.
We had our annual sunrise service in the ceme-
tery on top of the hill which overlooks our cam-
pus. A score of former students, faculty and staff
are buried there, including our school’s founder.
Our students had been busy the week before, get-
ting the lawn mowed for the service.

During the message, students, faculty, staff and
others were blessed to be reminded of the glori-
ous day when we will spend eternity
with our Lord.

There is a lot of fog here in the
mountains in the mornings, and this
Sunday was no exception. Every few
years we are blessed to actually see the
sunrise while we are there worshipping,
but not this year. After a hymn or two,
we made our way back down the moun-

Since I am gone with the choir on
most Sundays, I don’t get to worship
with our students very often. I was look-
ing forward to the 9:30 a.m. service
when our students assemble in our

W.F. Underwood

Since we had a little over an hour between ser-
vices, I took them on a tour of our campus, in-
cluding some possible housing for them and their
three children. We ended up at church and were
blessed again with a message of victory in Jesus.

These folks had to catch their plane back home
in the afternoon, so they were not able to join us
for the evening service, which was the first meet-
ing of our spring revival.

The evangelist who was to conduct the servic-
es became very ill the week before, so
we had to seek another pastor to preach.
We asked Charles Midkiff, pastor of
First Baptist Church of Greenville, if he
could come on such a short notice. He
graciously agreed, but could not join us
until Monday evening. That was not a
problem, since we had invited a con-
temporary Christian music group to
present a concert for our young people
on Sunday night.

The fall and spring revival services
are always crucial to us, since we know
that many of our students will invite
Christ into their lives during these re-

chapel for their worship-time. It is a lit-
tle shorter than a traditional service, and the mes-
sage and music are presented with young people
in mind. There are always some faculty and staff
who join them during this worship time, but the
11 a.m. service is primarily for the adult worship
hour. While many of our students had gone home
for the Easter weekend, there was still a large
group there. After the 9:30 service, our students
go to Sunday scheol and then to lunch.

I'had some guests with me from Nebraska who
are considering becoming a part of this ministry.
This was the first time they had been able to see
most of our students together.

vival meetings.
After the concert an invitation was given, and

- several students went forward. Most had prayer

requests, including concern for lost classmates.
This may be one of the last opportunities we will
have to reach some of these young people for
Christ. We have been blessed this year with a host
of young people making professions of faith.

It was a long day, but I really enjoyed the op-
portunity to worship with our students and later
with our faculty and staff. It really was a wonder-
ful day!

W.E. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

A recent e-mail from an alum-
nus asked the question “What is
going on at Clear Creek?” Some
events of that first day after spring
break illustrate much about this
ministry and how God continues to
bless the efforts of all who work
here.

The day began with prayer in the
chapel with a member of the staff
and one of the faculty.
Students have been there
on other days. The exec-
utive administrative staff
met to discuss agenda
items previously submit-
ted. I'm so thankful to
work with a team of com-
mitted administrators.
We share 45 combined
years of ministry at Clear
Creek—an average of
7.5 years for each admin-
istrator. Part of the morn-
ing included preparations
for the upcoming trustee
meeting. These KBC-elected offi-
cials guide this ministry with aware-
ness of their accountability to God
and the churches.

Our newest faculty members
came by for a brief visit. As distin-
guished professors, Bill and Glen-
da Tichenor bring a wealth of ex-
perience to bless our students. Bill
will teach introduction to ministry;
Mrs. Tichenor will teach English
and help with our remedial pro-
gram. They continue a long-time

What is going on at Clear Creek?

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

. lumbia to meet family who had

tradition of an excellent faculty with
strong *academic credentials and
practical experience.

Just before lunch I signed letters
welcoming five new students ac-
cepted by the admissions director
and was reminded to write a letter
to accompany a receipt for a
$25,000 gift to the classroom build-
ing. Lunch followed with several
members of the first-year
class. I challenged them
to participate in our Be-
yond 2001 Campaign
and also to seek places in
their home area where we
could tell the Clear Creek
story. After lunch a stu-
dent thanked me for his
campus experience. “The
religion professor in my
former school didn’t be-
lieve there was any abso-
lute truth,” he said.

The rest of my day in-
cluded a revival service
at Faith Church in Corbin. We re-
joiced when a couple joined the
church. I left to the sounds of
Amazing Grace and drove to Co-

brought my wife from Bowling
Green. The quiet drive provided
time to thank the Lord for all the
good things going on at Clear
Creek. ,

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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Does God care how much our temples tip the scales" |

By Julia Lieblich
Religion News Service

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. (RNS)
—Is thinness next to godliness?

In 1957 Presbyterian minister
Charles Shedd wrote “Pray Your
Weight Away,” launching today’s
multimillion-dollar Christian weight-
loss industry.

Now, a Purdue University study
confirms what diet gurus have long
preached: “Firm believers do not have
firm bodies.”

Indeed, Christians who are most
active in practicing their religion are
more likely to be overweight, with
Southern Baptists being the heaviest.

Baptist preacher Jerry Falwell is
not surprised.

“[ fit the mold,” said Falwell, who
recently began a doctor-ordered low-

fat and low-sugar diet that excludes .

his beloved banana pudding. “The
Seventh-day Adventists probably live
longer, but we have more fun,” he
added wryly.

Ministers have long ignored the
flesh while feeding the spirit, said
Marie Griffith, author of “God’s
Daughters: Evangelical Women and
the Power of Submission.”

Many preachers find food frivo-
lous, she said, compared to the lure of
drugs, alcohol and premarital sex. Few
clerics preach about living in a world
of caloric temptation. And few know
how to address the quiet desperation
of portly parishioners.

It’s no wonder that Christian diet
books like “More of Jesus, Less of
Me” and church-based exercise pro-
grams like “Faithfully Fit” are filling
the void, combining evangelical the-

w ne
Ministry keeps
By Russell Dilday
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine

WEST MEMPHIS, Ark. (BP)—
More than 140 Southern Baptists
gathered earlier this month to build
partnerships, exchange resources,
share dreams and worship in their
shared focus on the nation’s poorest
region, the Mississippi River delta.

The Mississippi River Ministry
Convocation, held at First Baptist
Church in West Memphis, Ark., was
the third such event since the Missis-
sippi River Ministry’s inception in
1992.

The Mississippi River Ministry
was formed to answer the needs of the
8 million-plus people living along the
lower Mississippi River region,
known by many as “America’s Third
World.” Inhabitants often suffer from
poverty, poor health, substandard
housing, illiteracy and high infant
mortality.

In 1997, the ministry involved
more than 7,000 Baptist volunteers
working in care ministries, evange-
lism and church planting through state
Baptist conventions in the target re-
gion, including Kentucky, Illinois,
Missouri, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana, networking in
conjunction with the Southern Baptist
Convention’s North American Mis-
sion Board and national Woman’s
Missionary Union.

ology and psychology. Supporters
sing praises in testimonials about
changed hearts and waistlines.

But critics say such diets are a
mixed blessing that can bring more
angst than relief. Some programs, they
contend, offer questionable advice
about nutrition and exercise and erro-
neously equate losing weight with
gaining God’s love.

“It may sound like God loves a size
six woman more than a size 16,” Grif-
fith said.

It was the early 19th century health
reform movement that led to the cur-
rent preoccupation with diet, said
Griffith, who is writing a book about
Christianity and the body in Ameri-
can culture.

Reformers, she said, preached that
“God had given you this body, the
temple of the Holy Spirit, and one
need not be gluttonous. Notions of diet
were connected to temperance.”

During the first half of the 20th
century, she said, “dieting became
much more of a secular pursuit” as
dietitians weighed in with prescrip-
tions for health. Only in 1957 did reli-
gion re-emerge with Presbyterian
minister Charles Shedd, who lost
more than 100 pounds and preached
of gluttony as sin.

“The God who made me never
meant me to be 300 pounds,” said
Shedd, now 82, who advised readers
to do karate kicks while reciting the
third chapter of Proverbs.

The difference between Christian
and non-Christian diets, he said, is not
food but faith. “Believing that your
body belongs to God gives you more
discipline.”

A recent entry, The Weigh-Down

Workshop, has grown to more than
17,000 classes, according to the com-
pany, with more than a quarter mil-
lion participants. And founder Gwen
Shamblin’s book, “The Weigh Down
Diet” sold 200,000 copies in the first
two months of release.

Conventional diets fail, said Sham-
blin, a registered dietitian with a mas-
ter’s degree in food and nutrition, be-
cause they don’t get to the root of the
problem: confusing hunger for God
with hunger for food. “When you give
your heart to God,’ she said, “the body
will follow.”

Critics, however, question the the-
ology and psychology behind some
best-selling tracts, and maintain that
even while programs stress the impor-
tance of self-acceptance, the underly-
ing messages reinforce standard no-
tions of beauty.

“We still have a fixation with the

size and shape of women’s bodies,”

said theologian Mary Louise Bringle,
author of “The God of Thinness.”
“Even those who are saying the pur-
pose (of losing weight) is to get our
souls right with God, are saying we
need to get our bodies in socially ac-
ceptable shape.”

Suggestions that God prefers fol—
lowers to be an ideal weight draw
fierce criticism. “I don’t think God
gives a flip either way,” said Falwell.
And he takes issue with an overem-
phasis on obesity as sin. “I know obe-
sity to an extreme is a bad thing and
gluttony is a bad thing. But I don’t
know many gluttons.”

Critics within and outside the in-
dustry say they worry that some pro-
grams neglect total health.

Shamblin for example, said it’s

roiiing along Mississippi River

Meeting planner Tommy Goode,
an MRM regional coordinator, high-
lighted the convocation’s theme,
“Building Partnerships, Changing
Lives,” to the group of state conven-
tion staff, directors of missions, pas-
tors and lay volunteers.

“Some (of the MRM partnerships)
are formal, some are friend-to-friend,
but the partnerships are important be-
cause without the partnerships that
keep us together, we couldn’t func-
tion,” said Goode, a member of the
Arkansas Baptist State Convention
missions ministries team. \

Gary Farley, director of missions
for Pickens Baptist Association in
Alabama, facilitated the rural confer-
ence in an examination of different
ministry models. He also highlighted
the need for intentionality in progress-
ing from ministry awareness to min-
istry action.

Testimonies from participants in
MRM ministries provided a touching
addition to the program, as those in-

volved recounted the blessings and

trials of working in the Delta.
Audette Jenkins, a semester mis-
sionary working at a Memphis church,
told the crowd that the ministry is
valuable because, as one beneficiary
explained, ““They not only restored
my house, they restored my dignity.””’
Beverly Smothers, state MRM
coordinator. for the Tennessee Bap-
tist Convention, said Tennesseans

often divide their state into three
states: eastern, middle and western.
“We get the other two states of Ten-
nessee to be aware of the west part
and to contribute resources to that
and to get western Tennessee to re-
alize its potential.”

Diana Lewis, a missionary and
leader of an MRM ministry in Dix-
sonville, Ark., noted the impact that
ministry is having on residents of the
rural community where she ministers.

During a skating trip, Lewis noted
that an 8-year-old girl “looked up at
me and said, ‘Mrs. Diana, God doesn’t
just love one of us, he loves us all.’
What a wonderful comment from a
girl who doesn’t know the words to
‘Jesus Loves Me.””

One of the women who attends a
ladies group with the ministry told
Lewis, “I need to talk to you.” Lewis
said she thought the woman would ask
for help with food, clothes or utilities.

“But she said, ‘I want to talk to you

about being saved’ as comfortably as

she would ask-about food or clothes,”
Lewis said.

“That’s what our ministry is all
about—that people can know they can
come to us comfortably and talk to us
about spiritual things, material needs,
whatever they need to talk about,” she
said. “We must say it over and over
again to them that “You matter to God.
Not all of us think you are worthless
and you are not beyond his love.’”

fine to eat foods high in fat and sugar
as long as people stop eating when
they hear God-given cues that their
bodies are full.

Shamblin downplays the role of
genetics in weight loss, informing
readers that their problems are not
“physiological, psychological, con-
genital or inherited.”

Falwell disagrees. “Some people
are genetically overweight and there’s
not a blooming thing they can do
about it.”

Bringle also worries about pro-

grams encouraging dieters to equate
weight loss with God’s love.

People who have trouble with the
program, she said, think “God hates
me because I'm fat.”

The Purdue study generally
showed that active religious practice
is associated with higher levels of
well-being whether a person is over-
weight or underweight, due in part to
suppoitive congregations.
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WEIGHING IN Diabetic
Marilyn Wessels (left) of
Taylor, Mich., credits First
Place weight reduction
classes with allowing her to
keep her weight under
control and avoid going on
insulin. But amid the
growth of such Christian-
based programs, critics
question whether some
erroneously equate losing
weight with gaining God’s
love. “It may sound like
God loves a size six woman
more'than a size 16,” says
one observer. (Baptist
Press photo by Jim
Veneman)




~ place for
: me?

I need you!

More than 200 children with special needs are awaiting adoption
in Kentucky right now. These are children who are difficult to find
adoptive homes for because they are medically fragile, have
emotional problems stemming from abuse or neglect, are from
minority racial groups, are older, or are part of sibling groups who
| ' need to stay together.

Maybe you are one they’re waiting for!

1-800-928-5242

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children

Find us on the World Wide Web at http://www.iglou.com/kbhc
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