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But a former curator of the 
Israeli Antiquities Authority dis­
agreed. Fancy tableware would 
have been used during a Passover 
Seder like the Last Supper, said ; 
Joe Zias. A ''pedestrian" clay cup • 
would not have been appropriate 
at such a special-meal. 

Kentucky-Russia link fuels other success 
By Marty Croll 
SBC International Mission Board 

MOSCOW (BP)-The race is on 
in Russia. 

In this vast and complex repub­
lic where countless local kingpins 
resist the gospel, Baptists and other 
evangelicals are pitted against time 
to secure a foothold for the King of 
Kings. 

Gone are the days of the glitzy, 
big-name crusades , that came rush­
ing in from the West to fill the spir­
itual vacuum just after the former 
Soviet Union declared religious lib­
erty for itself in 1990. 

Now it remains for Russian evan-

gelicals themselves to work for the 
conversion of their countrymen. 

Since 1994, Kentucky Baptists 
have worked with their Russian 
counterparts to build church build­
ings, plant new congregations and 
work together in ministry, evange­
lism and some theological educa­
tion. 

Both Russian Baptists and South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board missionaries say the five~year 
partnership, which ends this year, 
has paved the way for other partner­
ships. 

Already, Alaskan Baptists have 
linked with Russian Baptists in the 
far eastern part of the country. Also, 

. the Baptist association in Dallas is 
partnering with Baptists in Russia's 
Ural mountain area, said Calvin 
Wilkins, director of the partnership 
missions for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

1MB missionaries say God's 
work is evident in Russia--despite 
the objections of resurgent nation­
alists and religious leaders who say 
that to be Russian is to be Orthodox 
and who eventually want all mis­
sionaries out. 

"Almost every Sunday, at almost 
every service we attend where Rus­
sian brothers are preaching, one or 
two folks come forward and accept 
O See Goal: 800 Russian ... , page 9 

'RAISING THE ROOF Volunteers from Baptist churches in the Louisville area work May29 on a Habitat for Humanity house in the city's 
Portland neighl)orhood. Eleven Louisville-area churches joined forces to build the house, with each church contributing a share of the 
cost for materials and the volunteer labor.- Lisa Sturtivan, a working mother with two children, will move into the new house sometime 
this summer. Churches participating in the project were Highland, Ridgewood, Springdale, Melbourne Heights, Midlane Park, Deer 
Park, Hunsinger Lane, Walnut Street, Crescent Hill, St. Matthews and Broadway. The project was directed by Conway Stone, a motivational 
speaker and member of Highland Baptist Church. 

Cordial clash predicted as Baptists go to Mormon country 
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By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

SALT LAKE CITY (RNS)-Two 
of the nation's most aggressively 
evangelistic faith groups are gearing 
up for what could be a monumental 
case of tit-for-tat. 

Southern Baptists are heading to 
Utah, a place they view as a new mis-, 
sion field. Mormons, long the major­
ity in that part of the country, hope the 
Baptists' visit will provide an oppor­
tunity to dispel what they view as a 
caricature of their church crafted in 
part by Baptists. 

One thing's for sure: A theologi­
cal culture clash is about to unfold in 
Salt Lake City when the · Southern 
Baptist Convention meets there for the 

first time June 9-11. 
"Baptists, I don't think, will apol­

ogize for going to Salt Lake City and 
evangelizing," said Phil Roberts, the 
director of the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board's interfaith 
witness division. 

"Maybe we're just in some way, 
shape or form returning the favor of 
the Mormons knocking on our door 
six days out of the week," added Rob­
erts, referring to Mormon missionar­
ies who go door to door. 

Stephen Robinson, an expert on 
Judeo-Christian scripture at Mormon­
operated Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah, agreed. 

• "Most of the Latter-day Saints that 
I know have been involved either 
themselves or sending their children 

on missions in other parts of the world 
and feel that turnabout is fair play," 
said Robinson. "If we've been send­
ing missionaries to their parts of the 
world, it's only fair that they- should 
come to ours. I personally welcome 
them." • 

While Southern Baptists are gear­
ing up for a Utah media blitz with tele­
vision spots, offers of videos about 
Jesus and the distribution of evange­
listic newspapers, leadership of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints-as the Mormon Church is of­
ficially called-is reminding its mem­
bers to treat the visiting Baptists civil-
ly. . .. 

Mormon officials say they have no 
plans for counter-evangelistic efforts. 
o See Cordial clash ... , page 10 
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Going to sec?· Here's advice on relating to Mormons 
SALT LAKE CITY (BP)- lf 

you're among the several thousand 
Southern Baptists headed to Salt Lake 
City next week for the Southern Bap­
tist Convention annual meeting, how 
should you interact with local Mor­
mons? 

A courteous and respectful attitude 
is essential, of course, according to 
several Baptist leaders, in reaching 
Mormons with the biblical gospel. 

If you intend to engage in ~octri-

nal discussions or witness to individ­
uals who may be Mormons, these 
Baptist experts advise getting across 
a few critical beliefs that set Mormon­
ism apart from historic Christianity. 
Among those are the doctrines of God, 
Jesus and salvation. 

church is superior to yours because we 
have a living prophet,"' Higley said. 
"You witness to a Mormon about 
Christ and they just look at you and 
say, "What do you mean?' ... You 
have to tell them, 'The Christ I am tell­
ing you about is different from the 
Christ you are talking abouC" 

Higley advised against getting dis­
tracted by such issues as the life and 
character of Mormonism founder Jo­
seph Smith or secret temple rituals. 

talking about," he said. 
Roberts also advised stressing the 

nature of God and Jesus Christ in pre­
senting the gospel, as well as the cen­
trality of faith in salvation. 

~,~ [ 1////~ 
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"If you' re talking to a Mormon, the 
most important thing is to show that 
we as Christians worship eternal God 
who never was a man," said Rauni 
Higley, a former Mormon who with 
her husband, Dennis, now operates a 
Christian ministry to Mormons in Salt 
Lake City. "It is something that the 
Mormons really do not get." 

Mormons teach that God once was 
a man, and Jesus was merely the first­
born of billions of spirit-sons of God 
on earth. They teach Mormons can 
eventually achieve that same god­
hood, with responsibilities for entire 
worlds of their own if they are faith­
ful-to the church. 

Phil Roberts, director of interfaith 
witness evangelism for the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board, said the first thing in approach­
ing an adherent of any faith group is 
to have a thorough understanding of 
the essential doctrines of Christianity. 
Also, Christians should understand the 
basic doctrines of Mormonism and be 
sure to have Mormons define the 
terms they' re using. 

"For a Mormon, everybody is go­
ing to have a better life, even Adolph 
Hitler. But did he have faith? No. The 
word of God says 'By grace through 
faith we are saved.' We have to em­
phasize to the Mormon we are under 
condemnation, all have sinned and we 
must by faith have expectation of a 
better life to come." Hitler is one of 
many non-Mormons who have been 
baptized by proxy in a Mormon tem­
ple after their death. 

The close presence to the SBC' s 
meeting hall of Temple Square- a 
tourist attraction and focus of Mormon 
proselytization efforts- raises a dif­
ferent set of opportunities for interac­
tion. Herb Stoneman, director of evan­
gelism for the Utah-Idaho Southern 
Baptist Convention, said while mes­
sengers might visit Temple Square out 
of interest, it should not be considered 
primarily as an evangelistic opportu­
nity. The best interaction, he said, will 
come out in the city . 
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Higley said a conventional presen­

tation of the gospel often is not effec­
tive unless the differences are stressed. 

"When you listen at face value you 
might say, 'These are wonderful 
Christians.' .. . Well if you understand 
the unique doctrines Mormonism 
holds and the fact that they've rede­
fined all the Christian terms, then you 
can get to the heart of what they're 
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in its Envoy (tentmaker) program. Three 
envoy teachers, who earn their own 
support, now work in China. 

■ Two endorsed by CBF. Two former 
Kentuckians were among five people 

. endorsed as chaplains or pastoral -
counselors May 18 by the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship. Keith Parker, a retfred 
missionary and former Kentucky pastor, 
and Andrew Lester, a former professor at 
Southern Baptist Theologic~ Seminary, 

• were among the second group of chaplains ·-1 
and counselors endorsed by the _ 
~~!.tP'M~-~.ip'.s.-'new. 89.ij~fi!•-on.:.~.npqfJ_~J"IJ~H!;c ,;; 
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Mackey looks to the future & Kentucky's needs 
Bill Mackey became the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's new executive secre­
tary-treasurer Feb. 1. Now that he's 
had time to settle into the job, the West­
,m Recorder asked him to share some 
of his early thoughts and impressions 
through an interview in a straightfor­
ward question-and-answer fonnat. The 
questions and answers are printed pre­
cisely as asked and answered. 

Q. What are your first impressions 
of Kentucky Baptists upon return­
ing to the state? 

The strong focus on partnership 
missions has kept Kentucky Baptists 
working together and focused on a 
world in need of the gospel. General­
ly, Kentucky Baptists have done well 
at accepting differences and working 
together in missions. Kentucky Bap­
tists are looking for God's direction for 
future ministry. Kentucky Baptists 
have strong and innovative institutions 
and agencies. It has been a very re­
warding experience to reconnect with 
many people from my past service as 
a pastor in Kentucky. 

Q. You've just concluded your first 
Executive Board meeting. What are 
your impressions from that meet­
ing? 

The Executive Board meeting was 
a very positive experience; there was 
a wonderful spirit of cooperation: Ex­
citing reports of Kingdom progress and 
challenging future plans were present­
ed. Support of Kentucky ministries and 
world evangelization are on a record 
pace. It was a joy to be a part of the 
meeting. • 

Q. What are the top three or four 
positive things you gleaned pei:-son­
ally from the listening sessions 
across the state? 

The listening sessions were a learn­
ing experience as well as a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and listen to many 
Kentucky Baptists. I listened carefully 
and ~ook personal notes that will serve 
as my point of reference. These focus · 
group interviews allowed me to ob­
serve body language and · voice tone, 
as well as what was said. I will not for­
get the persons who shared. Kentucky 
Baptists want to work together. God is 
at work in all size churches. Youth and 
young adults are responding to the gos­
pel. Participants were pleased that lis­
tening sessions were being conducted. 
Churches have received real assistance 
from convention staff. 

Q. What are the top three or four 
challenges you discerned from the 
listening sessions? 

The challenge to reach young adults 
and youth effectively. How to assist the 
smaller membership churches. The 
need to include meaningfully all per­
sons. How to communicate the mission 
of Kentucky Baptists to multiple gen­
erations in a changing culture. Devel­
oping values and mission statements to 
give convention staff direction into the 
future and priorities for ministries and 
services to the churches. 

Q. One of the concerns cited in the 

listening sessions was the appear­
ance that most KBC activity hap­
pens within the "holy triangle" bor­
dered by Louisville, Lexington and 
Bowling Green. Is this a real prob­
lem, and if so, how can it be ad­
dressed? 

. We want to be good servants of our 
churches and associations in all geo­
graphic areas of the state. We have 
learned, after a brief survey of conven­
tion staff-planned events, that 31 per­
cent of all events were scheduled west 
of Owensboro; 44 percent of events 
were scheduled in central areas, includ­
ing Bowling Green; and 26 percent of 
the events were scheduled in the east, 
including Lexington. Granted that a 
number of statewide events will be 
scheduled in the central areas, this is a 
good distribution of events. I am inves­
tigating ways our churches and asso­
ciations can access our convention re­
sources even more easily. 

Q. What is the process by which all 
this information will be digested and 
p·ut into action, and how quickly will 
any changes be made as a result? 

The convention staff will be in­
volved in a planning process over the 
next nine months. This information 
will be utilized along with other re­
search such as the "Healthy Church" 
data and personal experiences of staff 
to establish some big objectives. These 
objectives will assist staff in determin­

. ing priorities and services most desired 
by churches. A task force has been as­
signed the objective to discover the 
best options to assist Kentucky Bap-

tist Convention churches in reaching 
young adults. Their goal is to report by 
Dec. l. 

Q. Do you envision any significant 
reorganization of the Executive 
Board staff, and if so how soon? 

I would like to have values and vi-
sion statements in place before deci­

. sions are made on organization. How­
ever, at this point, I do not anticipate 
significant reorganization. 

Q. Nationally, we hear this de­
scribed as a day of declining denom­
inational loyalty. Is that true in Ken­
tucky? And what does the KBC 
have to offer that is of benefit to 
Kentucky Baptists, Kentucky 
churches and the kingdom of God? 

A decline in denominational loyal­
ty is an opportunity to share our mis­
sion with more passion than ever. The 
KBC offers a strong mission empha­
sis and opportunities for people to get 
involved here and around the world. 

A wide variety of creative programs 
(such as Gift Based Deacon Ministry) 

• and other resources are available. A 
competent staff can offer customized 
planning and program design for each 
church. Assistance in developing and 
equipping leaders is available. There 
are conferences for inspiration and fel­
lowship and learning from each other. 
Ministry and evangelism resources as­
sist churches in reaching people for 
Christ. The opportunity fo partner with 
directors of missions who are close to 
the churches is a significant opportu­
nity for kingdom growth and ministry. 

I am committed to working closely 
with our associations. In addition, there 
are strong institutions and agencies 
with visionary leaders who are com­
mitted to develop young leaders, make 
a difference for Christ and enhance the 
well-being of communities. 

Q. You have said that God has giv­
en you a vision of Kentucky being 
united in mission and ministry in the 
future. Given the political division 
of the past and the current break­
up of some other state conventions, 
how do you perceive this unity as 
possible? Can we all get along on the 
state level despite major differences 
on the national level? 

Kentucky Baptists have demon­
strated that we can work together with­
out giving up our identity. Only God 
can bring his people together around 
his mission for them. Unity on mission 
is a spiritual experience in relationship 
to Jesus. 

Q. Based on input through the lis­
tening sessions, what are some spe­
cific areas of political and/or theo­
logical disagreement that need to be 
understood or resolved between 
Kentucky Baptists? Where do the 
tensions lie? 

The focus group interviews did not 
deal with areas of disagreement. As 
participants shared their hopes and 
dreams for the future of their churches, 
they discovered that they have much 
more that unites than divides. Kentucky 
Baptists expressed their desire to focus 
on what unites us in Christ. Given Bap­
tist polity, there will always be differ-

. ences. We don't have to give up our 
distinctives to cooperate. 

Q. Based on input through the lis­
tening sessions, what are some spe­
cific ,· things that unite Kentucky 
Baptists? 

Kentucky Baptists are united by 
missions, history of cooperation, will­
ingness to accept differences, a desire 
to reach people for Christ and disciple­
ship. 

Q. One way the national SBC con­
flict has been seen in Kentucky is 
through differences of opinion about 
the changes at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. Because of 
the seminary's geographic location 
and historical influence in supplying 
pastors of Kentucky churches, this 
is an issue of much discussion, with 
some people expressing greater con­
fidence in the seminary and others 
expressing no confidence in it. How 
can the hurdle of different perspec­
tives on theological education be 
overcome, and what impact will this 
have on Kentucky Baptist churches 
in the long haul? 

I have not been here long enough 
to thoroughly answer this question; 
however, I can say the search commit­
tee requested that I seek to build a pos­
itiv~ relationship with the seminary. I 
think there is great value in dialogue 
over common concerns and coopera­
tion in every way possible. 

o See "Mackey" ... page 6 

"Kentucky Baptists 
expressed their 
desire to focus on 
what unites us in 
Christ. Given 
Baptist polity, 
there wilL@lways • 
be differences. We 
don't have to give 
up our distinctives 
to cooperate." 
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Why another seminary? 
At a time when Kentucky Bap­

tists have launched Partnership 2000 
to raise millions to support Camp­
bellsville University, Cumberland 
College and Georgetown College, 
some are advancing support · for 
Baptist Seminary of Kentucky to be 
located at Georgetown, less than 100 
miles from Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville. This 
new seminary is being advanced 
under a flag of feigned purity to 
"provide for the future of Baptists' -
missions and ministry." . 

Some Kentucky Baptists have 
been unhappy with Southern Semi­
nary since Albert Mohler and the 
trustees have taken the seminary 

OPINION 
into a conservative direction more 
attune with the majority of South­
ern Baptists across the Southern 
Baptist Convention. I 
would view the build­
ing of another Baptist 
seminary at George­
town as an open decla­
ration of war against 
Southern Seminary, 
and an enshrouded at­
tack on faithful Bap­
tists everywhere who 
have supported Ken­
tucky Baptist institu­
tions. 

- During the long years prior to 1979 
when conservatives had little, if any, 

• input in SBC affairs, they remained 
loyal to SBC institutions. They did not 

form fellowships or build competitive 
institutions. Rather, they continued to 
give generously of their time and re-

sources that enabled the 
work of the SBC to 
grow and prosper at 
home and around the 

·world. We can expect no 
less from all Southern 
Baptists today. 

A Kentuckian by 
birth, I feel a kinship 
with Kentucky Bap­
tists. Four in my fami­
ly graduated from 
Cumberland College, 

and a son received a master's degree 
from Southern Seminary and is cur­
rently completing requirements for 
a doctor's degree at Southern. I've 

Should a convention employee be SBC president? to serve on the staff of a state conven­
tion because ohhis bylaw. 

By Bob Terry 

Predicting what messengers to the 
annual Southern Baptist Convention 
in Salt Lake City will do is danger­
ous. We are always full of surprises. 
Yet, one thing is next to certain. Paige 
Patterson, president .of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, will be 
the next president of the SBC. 

Patterson's candidacy was official­
ly announced earlier this year by 
Georgia pastor James Merritt. But 
Patterson has been the candidate-in­
waiting for two years. In 1996, Patter­
son and current SBC President Tom 
Elliff were the two men seriously con­
sidered for the office by a group of 
prominent pastors who met to pray 
about who should serve as convention 
president. 

By Elliffs admission, Patterson 
agreed that Elliff should be the candi­
date that year. Elliff was subsequent­
ly elected without opposition. 

Although Patterson serves as pres­
ident of Southeastern Seminary, he is 
best known among Baptists as one of 
the leading architects of what has been 
called the "conservative resurgence." 

But it is not Patterson's role in the 
controversy that raises questions about 

his service as SBC president. It is his 
role as president of Southeastern Sem­
inary. 

Is there a conflict of interest be­
tween being president of an entity of 
the SBC and being president of the 
SBC at the same time? It is a serious 
question because the SBC president 
is a member of the SBC Executive 
Committee. The Executive Commit­

The bylaw would prevent an SBC 
entity employee from membership on 
the Executive Committee, if not for 
another phrase. The bylaw adds, 
"These restrictions shall not apply in 
case of the president, the president of 
Woman's Missionary Union and the 
recording secretary of the conven­
tion." These are the three persons who 
are members of the Executive Com­

tee is the budget-mak­
ing arm of the SBC. It 
also is charged with ar­
bitrating differences 

COMMENTARY 
mittee by virtue of of­
fice. They are full, vot­
ing members of the 

between entities and making recom­
mendations about entity program as­
signments, among other responsibili­
ties. 

SBC bylaws state, "No salaried 
official of the convention or of any of 
its agencies or any member of any 
board or board of trustees or commis­
sion of the convention or any salaried 
official of any state convention may 
be a member of the Executive Com­
mittee." 

• The words indicate a strong con-
cern to prevent actual conflicts of in­
terest. Members of the Executive 
Committee have been declared ineli­
gillle for membership when they have 
accepted calls to lead state entities or 

Executive Committee. 
Thus, it is within the guidelines for the 
president of an SBC seminary or the 
president of one of the two mission 
boards to serve as president of the 
SBC. 

Whether it is wise and appropriate 
is a different question. Should the 
president of an SBC entity serve on 
the budget-making committee of the 
convention? Should the president of 
an SBC entity serve on the committee 
that advises about questions of coop­
eration among the different entities of 
the convention? Should the president 
of an SBC entity serve on the com­
mittee that studies and recommends 
adjustments to SBC entities required 
by program assignments? 

On the 50th anniversary of the state of Israel mentalist Christians have to agree that 
there is something wrong with diplo- •• 
mats meeting in Lake Success, N.Y., 
deciding that a people who lived on 
land for more than 1,000 years should 
suddenly be made into aliens in their 
homeland. And they ought to explain 
why they are not outraged when Is­
raeli troops bulldoze the homes of Pal­
estinians to make room for Jewish set­

By Tony Campolo 

As Israel defies the pleas of the 
Secretary of State to abide by the Oslo 
agreement with the Palestinians, its 
prime minister finds that his most sol0 

id base of support in the United States 
is with fundamentalist Christians. 
Most people in the Arab world do not 
understand this and wrongly assume 
that it is the Jewish community here 
in America that is dictating Washing­
ton's Middle East policies. 

In reality Jews make up less than 5 
percent of our nation's population, 
and by themselves would have very 
little power to control what U.S. poli~ 
ticians decide. On the other hand, 
those Christians who consider them­
selves fundamentalists number at least 
50 million and comprise up to 30 per­
cent of the voting population of this 
country. It is the rabid pro-Israel 
stance of this latter group that gives 
the Israeli prime minister his strong­
hold when dealing with the White 
House. 

The reasons fundamentalist Chris­
tians are so pro-Israel are multiple. 

First there is a desire on the part of 
many fundamentalists to compensate 
for tolerating anti-semitism in their 
ranks over the years. 

Second, there are many fundam~n­
talists who point out the Bible teaches 
that whoever blesses the Jews will 
themselves be blessed (Genesis 12:3). 
Thus, there is a sense 
that it is in our national 
self-interest to be pro­
Israel. 

COMMENTARY 
tlements. They ought 
to explain how they 
justify Palestinians be­
ing humiliated into 

: Third, there are many fundamen­
talists who believe that in supporting 
Israel, restoring the temple on Mount 

, Zion and driving the Arabs off the 
land that was promised to the Jews, 
they are partidpating in the fulfillment 
of biblical prophesies and hastening 
the second coming of the Lord. 

, Against such arguments that cham­
pion the Israeli cause are the cries of 
the Palestinian people for justice. 
They correctly point out that the Unit­
ed Nations unfairly took away their 
land 50 years ago and gave it to the 
Jewish refugees who came out of Eu­
rope following W 9rld War II. 

Even the most pro-Israel funda-

second-class citizenship in places 
which by all rights should be their own 
country. 

• As fundamentalist Christians give 
unquestioned support to Israeli Pales­
tinians, ask why. Especially when a 
significant number of Palestinians are 
actually Christians. They ask if Chris­
tians in this country are aware that 
U.S. policies in Israel have led to the 
oppression of fellow members of the 
body of Christ. What is more, they 
wonder if Christians in this country 
are aware that the present government 
in Israel is curtailing the rights of mis­
sionaries to share the gospel with oth­
ers and is being especially hard on 
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recommended Kentucky institutions 
to students that I've taught across 
the years. I want to continue sup­
porting Kentucky Baptist institu­
tions of higher learning in every way 
I can, but unwarranted attacks on 
Southern Seminary, I fear, will 
cause many Baptists to think twice -
and support for these_ fine institu­
tions may dwindle. 

Southern Seminary is an excellent 
school and deserves the support of 
Baptists everywhere. Too, the grand 
old school will survive all efforts to 
destroy her ministry as long as the 
truth of God's word dominates the 
mandate of the leadership and the fac­
ulty. 

Lawrence H. Langford 
Cincinnati 

In announcing Patterson's candi­
dacy, Merritt pointed out former sem­
inary presidents who served as SBC 
presid~nts. The last was L.R. Scarbor­
ough, who completed his service in 
1940. That was long before the cur­
rent bylaws were written and before 
the Executive Committee had as­
sumed the role in SBC life it fulfills 
today. 

The question of a Cooperative Pro­
gram-supported employee serving on 
the SBC Executive Committee was 
raised for the first time in more than 
50 years in 1997 when a state paper 
editor was elected recording secretary. 
Now an SBC Cooperative Program 
employee will be our new president. 

Patterson is certainly capable. In no 
ways are these words directed against 
him personally; .The only issue raised 
is the potential conflict of interest or, 
at least, the appearance of a conflict 
when a Cooperative Program-sup­
ported employee serves on the SBC 
Executive Committee. 

We believe it would be a more pru­
dent course to apply the Cooperative 
Program restrictions to all members of 
the Executive Committee, including 
those who serve by virtue of office. 

Bob Terry, a former associate editor 
of the Western Recorder, is editor of the 

• Alabama Baptist. 

Messianic Jews. 
At this stage in history I believe 

Israel should be guaranteed a home­
land with safe borders. But I also be­
lieve Christians everywhere should 
call for justice for the Palestinians too. 

Furthermore, there is no way we 
can send missionaries to Arab nations 
to declare that we love them in the 
name of Christ while we remain si­
lent about the horrors endured by their 
Arab brothers and sisters in Palestine. 
It should be noted that half of all the 
foreign aid that our country gives 
away to the nations of the world goes 
to support the state of Israel. 

It is our responsibility to call for 
the securing of the borders of Israel, 
while at the same time calling for jus­
tice for the Palestinians, which in­
cludes the creating of a homeland they 
can call their own. Also, we ought to 
require this nation that receives such 
massive economic support from the 
U.S. to be open to those who would 
seek to share the gospel of Christ. To 
whom so much is given, much is ex­
pected. 

_Tony Campolo is a popular author and 
speaker and professor of sociology at 
Eastern College in St. David's, Pa. 



Take me out ta the ballgame, 
but please give me shade 
HESAID It's baseball season at our house. 

The basketball goal I thought we never 
would be able to pull Garrett away from 
has been virtually benched for the 
moment while we trample down the 
grass in the front yard running our 
makeshift bases. 

The switch came the day our boys 
got a few pointers from an adult friend 
that enabled them to hit the ball with 

Mark Wingfie_l_cl__ greater ease. Thank goodness for 
sports-savvy friends who can rescue a 

knuckJeball dad like me from having to dish out poor 
instruction. 

Despite what everyone said, I know there's a reason I 
always played right field on the Little League team. 

The amazing thing is that our nearly-6-year-old boys don't 
know the difference. To them, I'm the sports pro who has all 
the answers. And they take great delight in beating me when 
they can-which. is most of the time. 

Of course, maybe I do run a little slower than I could when 
chasing them from base to base. Or maybe I really am just 
getting too old to run that much anywhere. I keep trying to 
convince them just to practice batting and to stop running the 
bases. 

Tonight three neighbor kids joined us for a kickball game, 
and I was glad for the change of pace and the relief players. I 
was still sweating like a summer missionary 30 minutes after 
we went inside, but it was a great kind of sweat. 

Though so much in life has changed through the 
generations, there's still nothing to beat a friendly 
neighborhood ballgame. Summer's gonna be great. 

SHESAID I'm not the world's best pitcher, but 
that's my job whenever we play. And, of 
course, the boys play on the same team, 
with Mommy as a team of one. Even 
when one of the neighborhood children 
comes over, it is always me against 
them. Try to get anybody out, or even 
get to bat with those odds. To 
complicate matters more, if the bases 

• are loaded and no one's left on the boys' 
Alison Wingfield team to hit the ball, I get to toss the ball 

up and hit it myself, go get it and then 
try to get somebody else out. 

In addition_ to baseball, we have been playing kickball. At 
least I can roll the kickball .better than I pitch a baseball. But 
the boys also can kick it better, so I am constantly running 
after the ball as they clear all the bases and get to home with 
ease. 

We have ventured out to three Louisville Redbirds baseball 
games. The Birds lost all three, but that's not news. 

It's fun to watch the boys get into the game. They are 
much more into it than I am. I think you go to a baseball 
game to chat and eat. The boys have got the eating part 
down, but they actually watch the game, not just the activity 
in between innings. 

Some of our church recently went en masse to a game. 
What a neat experience. We had a big section to ourselves 
(not that there were many fans in the rest of the stadium on a 
weeknight). And it was fun moving around, talking to people, 
watching a few innings here and there, cheering and singing 
''Take Me Out to the Ball Game" together. Everybody watched 
each others' kids and we all fellowshipped as well as had fun. 

Of course, the boys already are ready to go to another 
game. And when they are not watching, they want to play. As 
the summer heats up, my enthusiasm for outdoor activity • 
(except for swimming) diminishes greatly. 

It's going to be a long summer. 

OPINION 
llllllf■!B?rtliflll!Bl!III 

Who is the Southern Baptist Convention? 
Periodically we hear complaints from individuals who 

think we reporters and editors use too many labels and 
sweeping generalizations to describe the events and peo­
ple around us. 

For example, we may report that "conservatives" sup­
ported some cause or that "moderates" expressed some 
opinion or that "pastors" took some action or that "lay­
people" did something else. 

This never has created a perfect situation, but things 
have grown more complex today because the diversity 
of perspectives and practices found in Southern Baptist 
churches is not represented in SBC leadership or on SBC 
programs or even in attendance at SBC annual meetings. 

Most all moderates and many centrists, to use two of 
those necessary labels, generally have checked out of 

These, of course, represent the kind of 
• shorthand necessary to help the reader un­

EDITORIAL 
active participation in SBC events. Denied 
any meaningful leadership, they have cho­
sen to do their own thing or just lay low. 

derstand general concepts without writing sentences too 
long to read. We try not to use pejorative words such as 
"idiot" and "ugly" except when quoting someone else. 
But even so, some people get offended when they think 
they have been wrongly associated with actions or words 
they do not affinn. 

That makes for more peaceful conventions, but it 
doesn't result in actions and resolutions that reflect the 
full panorama of who Southern Baptists are. 

Take, for example, the person who holds a strong anti­
abortion position but adamantly opposes violence. When 
the media correctly reports that "anti-abortion protest­
ers" bombed a clinic, the peaceful protester feels like 
she has been painted with the wrong brush. 

The fact that Paige Patterson, a conservative activist 
adored only by the furthest-right segment of the SBC, 
likely will be elected president without opposition illus­
trates who is voting at SBC annual meetings. And the 
fact that a study corninittee ·comprised of a m.ere seven 
people will present a major addition to the SBC' s doc­
trinal statement says even more. 

Note the statement of the chainnan of that commit­
tee, reported on page 7, when he declined to participate 
in a Point/Counterpoint presentation on the merits of the 
proposed addition to the "Baptist Faith & Message." 
Rather than debating this in a state Baptist paper read by 
a wide cross-section of Baptists, the issue should be de­
bated at "the convention itself," he said, meaning those 
relative few who will gather in Salt Lake City. 

This difficulty with language and labels takes on add­
ed significance for Southern Baptists every year about 
this time, when the Southern Baptist Convention holds 
its annual meeting. Soon daily newspapers, magazines, 
radio programs and television newscasts will be full of 
reports about what "Southern Baptists" have done or said. 

The problem is, "Southern Baptists" collectively don't 
make any decisions and don't issue any pronouncements. 
Messengers to SBC annual meetings-'-free messengers 
rather than delegates sent to vote a certain way--do take 
actions and issue opinions through resolutions. 

That says volumes about where the power lies in the • 
SBC, and where the voice of the convention is generat­
ed. It's not in the local church and not in a free press. 

What most people fail to realize or remember is that 
those actions and opinions represent only the views of 
the relatively few Southern Baptists who attend the an­
nual meetings. Actually, it's worse than that. What comes 
out of the convention is the product of those who attend 
the convention and actually stay in the hall to vote. 

In reality, the grassroots Baptists who read the West­
ern Recorder and other state Baptist paP,ers are the South­
ern Baptist Convention. But those who take the platform, 
and those who go to the conventions, are the ones who 
set the agenda and get quoted. By their silence, the other 
segments of Southern Baptists allow themselves to be 
painted with someone else's brush. 

There never has been any means by which all South­
ern Baptists, or even all Southern Baptist churches, could 
be polled as to what they believe or think the convention 
ought to say to the world. The supposedly representa­
tive sampling of Baptists who attend the annual meeting 
constitutes the closest thing to that. 

Southern Baptists will be depicted most accurately in 
the national media when all who claim to make up the 
body, all who send money to support the causes, work 
to influence the process and are given opportunity to 
contribute to the debate. 

Where is your faith? 
By Leslie Hollon 

The disciples went and woke him, say­
ing, "Master, Master, we're going to 
drown!" He got up and rebuked the 
wind and the raging waters; the storm 
subsided and all was calm. "Where is 
your faith?" he asked his disciples. 
(Luke 8:24-25) 

Deciding not to kill 
himself, my midnight call~ 
er opened his shotgun and 
handed me the shell. 

As that Easter day 
dawned, this troubled 
seeker found faith beyond 
what he knew possible. 
The authority and power 
of the resurrected Jesus 
had made his life worth 
living. That shell now rests peacefully 
on my office shelf as testimony of one 
who found faith before it was too late. 

Faith is not a one-size-fits-all The 
same content, however, is present in all 
faith sizes, and that content is a trusting 
relationship in God. Believers determine 
the extent of their faith through freedom 
of choice. God grows our faith as we 
rest our head, heart, spirit and body into 
his care. Then God is faithful to have 
our faith grown to a size that fits what­
ever life circumstances storm our way. 

The disciples did not choose for the 
• storm of wind and water to blow them 
into anxiety overload, but they also 
knew it wasn't unusual for the east 
winds to suddenly create storm condi­
tions over the Sea of Galilee. They 
should have been prepared, but they 
were not. • 

Upon being awakened 
from his nap by the anx­
ious disciples, Jesus 
healed tlie raging winds 
and waves with authority 
and power. Once the 
storm was calmed, so was 
the disciples' soulful anx­
iety. 

Jesus then posed a 
daunting question to his 
shipmates: "Where is 
your faith?" As the words 

rang in their ears, holy terror ran through 
their souls. They saw more clearly who 
Jesus was, and what they witnessed 
scared them. Their faith in him would 
need to grow more than they ever imag­
ined. If they were going to follow the 
One whom "even wind and water obey," 
their faith size would have to yield to­
tally and daily into God's trustworthi­
ness. 

Phillips Brooks, who suffered deep 
grief and depression as a pastor during 
the American Civil War, wrote, "Pray 

- Mark Wingfield 

not for easier times but to be stronger 
people." And from his faith in God · 
while mourning the tragedies of war, 
Brooks penned "O Little Town of Beth­
lehem." 

We, like the disciples, can pray away • 
_some but not all life-storms-nor should 
we pray them all away. Some storms are 
needed to get our attention so we can 
see ourselves and God more clearly. · 

Overcome by fear, the disciples were 
paralyzed by their ignorance in not 
knowing how to trust a seemingly inat­
tentive and sleeping Christ. As Christ 
awoke from physical sleep, the disciples 
awoke in awareness that his power and 
authority never slept. Since it was Jesus 
who said, "Let's sail to the other side of 
the lake," it would be Jesus who would 
see them safely ashore. 
• A 70-year-old widow friend has, 
since her husband's death, kept a prayer 
prominently displayed in the gathering 
area of her kitchen. Each morning for 
20 years, while drinking coffee, she has 
prayed, "Ain't nothing gonna happen to­
day that me and the Lord can't handle." 

Through tragedy she awakens daily 
to a clearer reality of Christ's authority 

~ 
and power, growing 
her faith to a size to fit 
the new day's de­
mands. 
Leslie Hollon is pastor 
of St. Matt_~e~s Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 
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This week's 
questions: 

I How should divorced 
parents behave in front 

of their children? 

I How can single church 
leaders achieve balance 

in their lives? 

RESOURCES 
Q. My husband and I recently di­
vorced. Our 5-year-old son, Josh, 
lives with me but spends time each 
weekend with his father. Josh seems 
to be adjusting fairly well, but any­
time his father and I get together, 
we always fight, which upsets Josh 
very much. I don't want to cause 
problems for my son, but I'm still 
angry at my ex-husband. What can 
Ido? 

A. It's good that you 
see how your arguing 
could cause problems for 
your son. One of the most 
important, and unfortu­
nately, most difficult chal­
lenges for most divorcing 
parents is to let go of their 
relationship as spouses 
and build a relationship of co-parent­
ing in which they share parental re­
sponsibilities and decision-making in 
an atmosphere that is relatively peace­
ful. 

For most divorcing couples this is 
a tall order. Here are some guidelines 
for making this happen. 

I Don't argue in front of your son. 
Try to deal with high conflict issues 
when Josh is not around. His hearing 

you fight about him might make him 
think he is to blame for your problems. 

I Never use your son to deliver 
_destructive messages to his father 
("You tell him I said ... "). Making the 
child a go-between for fighting par­
ents places an unfair burden on the 
child. When you have . something to 
say to your ex-spouse, say it directly 
to him. 

I Refrain from criticiz­
ing your ex-spouse to 
your son. Your pointing 
out his faults will only 
make you look bad to 
your son and will under­
mine the relationship he 
needs to have with his fa­
ther. Remember, whatev­
er problems you and your 
ex-husband have, Josh 

needs to feel free to love and respect 
both parents without feeling that he is 
betraying anyone. 

I Seek counseling or a support 
group where you can work through 

• the feelings you have, resolving them 
so they don't continue to create prob­
lems for you or your child. 

I Continue to show love-to your 
son and reassure him that you and his 
father will continue to be there for 
him. Your relationship as a couple has 
ended, but your relationship with him 
has not. 

Following these guidelines will 
require a great deal of maturity and 
self-control on your part but will in­
crease the chances that your child will 
adjust favorably to the divorce. -
Susan Howell 

Q. Help! I am a single adult ~ho 
serves in a leadership capacity in my 
church. I'm always doing commu­
nity projects and I am just exhaust­
ed. Give me some hints on how to 
achieve some balance in my life. 

A. Jesus, our model single adult, 
never seemed to be in a hurry, We 

don't see him running to and fro, put­
ting in 24-hour ministry days. The 
Gospels record that "all the city" came 
to him for healing, yet he "healed 
many" and then moved on. He did not 
heal every disease, cure all the sick or 
raise all the dead. 

He apparently slept well, even in 
the midst of a storm. His life was not 
filled with the_ worrisome sense of re­
sponsibility for the outcome of every­
one else's. He was able to "consider 
the lilies," not "sweat the small stuff' 
and operate under a strong sense of 
the sovereignty of God. 

Our Lord modeled the philosophy 
that putting in significant hours of time 
just "hanging out" with God was life's 
most worthwhile investment. His 
sense was that nothing of lasting val­
ue could happen without it. 

He knew the limits of his humani­
ty. He knew that God gives all the time 
needed to do his will, so he took the 
time to clearly understand it. He did 
not do everything. The Scriptures say 
that Jesus himself "did not baptize 
anyone." He delegated. He concen­
trated on growing the people God had 
given to him. 

Do not allow society or even 
church to assume that because you are 
single you have no boundaries. A void 
the "1 Corinthians 7 Guilt Trip." You 
will do what you have to do more ef­
fectively when you have entered into 
the "Sabbath rest" which God desires 
for those who long to follow him. -
James Stillwell 
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Bap- . 
tist Church in Louisville; lames Stillwell, 
minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Camp­
bellsville University; Wade Rowatt, direc­
tor of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counsel­
ing Center in Louisville; and Al Shackle­
ford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Send questions for Family Forum to West­
ern Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 
40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

Mackey looks to future and state's needs 
Continued from page 3 

Q. In the newly adopted, KBC bud­
get for next year, the allocation of 
funding from the North American 
Mission Board is reduced, which is 
causing a reduction in the number 
of Kentucky missionaries that can 
be SJ!pported. Is this a trend? What 
should Kentucky Baptists expect 
our relationship to be in the future 
regarding national support of in­
state missions? 

This was a budgeting adjustment 
on our part to better reflect our actual 

usage of funds. I fully expect an in­
crease in cooperative agreement and 
special project funds from the North 
American Mission Board in the future. 

Q. What new networks of support 
or strategic alliances do you see 
emerging as a part of Kentucky 
Baptists' future ~stry? 

I look forward to continuing the 
heritage of working with African­
American Baptists. Discussions are 
taking place concerning possible min­
istries. 

Q. What new initiatives do you al­
ready have in mind or in the works 
that will benefit Kentucky Baptists? 

A Women' s Lifestyle Evangelism 
Conference has been planned jointly 
by the Evangelism Department and 
WMU, for March 15-16, 1999. Also, 
a Shepherding the Shepherd Confer­
ence for pastors and wives has been 
planned for Jan. 21 -23, 1999, in Lex­
ington. More details will be available 
soon. 

Q. We read and hear much about 
innovative new models of doing 

church and ministry across the 
country. How do these new ideas fit 
into the Kentucky context? To what 
extent is Kentucky's situation like 
or dislike other parts of the nation? 

Kentucky has begun to feel the 
impact of cultural shifts as new peo­
ple have migrated into the state and a 
new generation has become a factor. 
These changes present new opportu­
nities for churches to relate the un­
changing gospel to a rapidly chang­
ing culture. 

Kentucky, like other states, has 
special concerns in dealing with 
change. Assisting congregations with 
intentional transitions will provide a 
significant opportunity. A special task 
force will be doing research and de­
veloping possible approaches to assist 
churches desiring to be more effective 
in reaching young adults. 

Kentucky Baptists have some ef­
fective innovative church models, but 
they are not as widespread as some . 
other states. The development of in­
novative models will require a delib­
erate and strategic process. 

Kentucky has always had a pioneer 
spirit and I hope we can build on that 
strength as we look toward the future. 
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Why offering 
envelopes? 
By Doug Strader 

Frequently, someone will ask 
me about the wisdom or value.of 
using offering envelopes for all 

others do not. 

church mem- . 
hers and at-

. tendees. Al­
though many 
Kentucky 
Baptist 
churches do 
provide of­
fering enve­
lopes, many 

What are some of the benefits 
of using offering envelopes? 

Using offering envelopes can 
reinforce the biblical teaching of 
regular, systematic giving. Paul 
admonished the Corinthians to 
give to the church weekly. If ev­
ery member of the family has of­
fering envelopes, they are re­
minded weekly that they need to 
give to the church. 

When offering envelopes are 
used, it is convenient for the fi­
nancial secretary to keep accurate 
records of the total amount given 
during the year. The secretary can 
send quarterly and yearly state­
ments to each person who uses 
offering envelopes. 

If a person uses charitable giv­
ing as a tax deduction, the church 
has adequate records to-verify the 
amount claimed as a tax deduc­
tion. 

Other factors related to offer­
ing envelopes: 

I Several years ago envelope 
companies began to use enve­
lopes the size of dollar bills, be­
cause people gave larger amounts 
when the. envelope was larger. 

I A few years ago envelope 
companies discovered that peo­
ple gave larger amounts in pink 
colored envelopes. 

I Churches also have discov­
ered that if they have their enve­
lope company mail the envelopes 
monthly or quarterly to every 
household people generally will 
give larger amounts. Presumably 
this is true because the monthly 
mailed envelopes remind the 
people each month that they need 
to give to the church. 

For these reasons, it is a good 
practice to provide offering en- • 
velopes to all members and at­
tendees, including older pre­
schoolers, children, youth and 
adults. 

For those 55 years of age and 
older, there may not be a need to 
have pink offering envelopes 
mailed to their house each month 
in order for them to give. But for 
those who are younger and may 
not have been taught biblical 
stewardship, offering envelopes 
may be the beginning point of 
developing biblical stewardship. 

Doug Strader is director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's stew­
ardship department. 
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Should Baptists approve new article on family? 
Editor's note: For 

several years, the West­
ern Recorder has used 
the Point/Counterpoint 

format to present debate on issues of 
current interest to Kentucky Baptists. 
We believe this offers a fair and bal­
anced approach to discussing issues 
on which there are differing opinions, 
so readers can make up their own 
minds about where they stand. 

So when the study committee 
charged with drafting an addition to 
the Southern Baptist Convention's 
"Baptist Faith & Message" released 
its proposal, we thought the Point/ 
Counterpoint forlJlat would be the 
fairest way to present debate on this 
topic. 

In that spirit, the editor first con­
tacted Mary Mohler, the only Ken­
tuckian on the seven-member commit­
tee, about writing an explanation of 
the committee's proposal for the 
Point/Counterpoint. She declined to 
do so, citing her unhappiness with an 
earlier Recorder editorial about how 
the special committee was appointed 
and her general displeasure with the 
Recorder's reporting about events at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, where her husband is president. 

The editor then turned to Anthony 
Jordan, the special committee 's chair­
man. Jordan is executive director­
treasurer of the Baptist General Con­
vention of Oklahoma. By phone, Jor­
dan pledged that either he or another 
member of the committee would write 
the requested commentary for our 
Point/Counterpoint. Based on this 

By Robert Parham 
Director, Baptist Center 
for Ethics, Nashville 

When Jesus told his followers to 
. "be wise as serpents" in Matthew 
10: 16, he called for the practice of 
discernment. 

Discerning Baptists would do 
well to practice serpenthood when 
they consider the proposal article to 
be added to the "Baptist Faith and 
Message" statement. After all, 
amending a 35-year-old statement is 
serious business. 

Aside from the troubling questions 
about why the article is shared pub­
licly only a few weeks before the an­
nual convention and why a family ar­
ticle is offered in Salt Lake City (the 
heart of Mormonism with its nation­
ally recognized commitment to fami­
ly), Baptists must discern the content 
of the amendment. 

The article does make some good 
points. 

First, it rightly identifies marriage 
as a "covenant commitment." The 
Christian ideal of covenant contrasts 
the prevailing culture of divorce, with 
its concept of contract marriage and 
"me-first" individualism. 

Second, the acknowledgment that · 
husband and wife "are of equal worth" 
and "bear God's image" remedies 
slightly the harm caused by the 1984 
SBC resolution that gave men more 
worth because they were "first in cre­
ation" and devalued women because 
they were "first in the Edenic fall." 

Third, underscoring parental re-

agreement, the editor then enlisted 
Robert Parham, director of the Bap­
tist Center for Ethics, to write the op­
posing side of the Point/Counterpoint. 

However, on the deadline date 
agreed upon, a letter from Jordan ar­
rived in the mail announcing that he, 
too, would decline to write in defense 
of the committee's proposal. The text 
of Jordan's letter is reprinted below: 

I have weighed your invitation to 
do a pro and con article for your 
state paper. As I told you, my sched­
ule between now and the convention 
is extremely heavy. I do not feel I 
can do this article. Indeed, if I were 
to do it for you I would feel obligat­
ed to respond to similar requests 
from others. 

In addition, I prefer that the de­
bate be left to Southern Baptists at 
large. We have made the Article 
available to all Baptists for their 
contemplation and deliberation. The 
proper place for this discussion is 
the convention itself. Do not see this 
as an attempt to put my head in a 
hole. I have and will continue to give 
interviews and answer questions 
when asked. At present I deem this 
to be the appropriate course of ac­
tion for the committee and me. 

I realize any group of Baptists 
called together to write such an Arti­
cle might have written it with some 
varfations from • 
our statement. 
We do not claim 
that our Article is 
perfect. It is a 

sponsibility to 
model values and 
to offer disci­
pline to children 
is an important 
but not exclu­
sively Christian 

•re 

idea. Even many secularists call for 
greater parental leadership. 

Fourth, the statement avoids the 
misreading of Scripture made by 
many conservatives who pontificate 
that the American nuclear family is the 
traditional family based upon the bib­
lical family. 

Fifth, the statement shuns the emo­
tionally charged rhetoric of restoring 
the biblical family. Such rhetoric ig­
nores biblical families that di~played 
harmful behaviors. 

Recall that Abram lied twice about 
his wife Sarah, claiming she was his 
sister in order to save his own hide 
(Genesis 12: 10-16, 20: 1-8). Their son 
Isaac repeated his father's deceptive 
behavior with his wife Rebekah (Gen-

• esis 26:7-11). Amnon raped his half­
sister Tamar. Tamar's brother Ab­
salom murdered Amnon. Their father 
David offered no real discipline (2 
Samuel 13-14). 

No thoughtful Baptist wants to re­
store the biblical family of lying, de­
ception, rape and murder. The draft­
ing committee wisely averted such 
language and deserves credit. 

But the statement retains serious 
flaws . 

First, it ignores Jesus, defining 
family solely in terms of marriage, 
blood or adoption. 

Jesus defined family in terms of 

statement written by fallible men and 
women of faith. No doubt someone 
else could draft it somewhat different­
ly and perhaps improve upon our doc­
ument. However, we believe the Ar­
ticle is an accurate statement of bibli­
cal truth which has been affirmed by 
Southern Baptists historically. 

Our responsibility was to write the 
Article and present it to the messen- . 

gers gathered in Salt Lake City. They 
will make the final decision as to the 
theological integrity of our statement 
and its appropriateness in reflecting 
the generally held doctrinal position 
on family by Southern Baptists .. 

- Anthony L. Jordan, executive 
director-treasurer, Baptist ·General 
Convention of Oklahoma 
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loyalty to God, 
not blood ties 
(Luke-8:19-21). 
At first blush, 
his definition of 
family as those 
"who hear ... 

and do" Ood's word may sound anti­
traditional family. Yet we know that 
Jesus told a parable about family 
(Luke 15: 11-32), pronounced salva­
tion on a household (Luke 19:9) and 
cared about his mother's family place­
ment (John 19:26-27). 

Jesus emphasized family turned 
Godward, not inward. Jesus spoke 
against the self-centered family (Mat­
thew 20:20-23) and for the outwardly 
focused family (Luke 11 :27-28). Jesus 
understood that self-centered, inward­
ly focused families were dangerous 
and destructive. He knew that God's 
kingdom came first. 

Second, the • statement asserts the 
husband "has the God-given respon­
sibility to provide for ... his family," -
but fails to offer any biblical referenc­
es to support its position. 

The implication is that the husband 
is the breadwinner and the wife is the 
homemaker, a perspective rooted 
more in 19th century capitalism than 
in the Bible. The Bible has numerous 
references to women who worked 
outside the home: Hagar survived as 
a single mother (Genesis 21 : 15-21); 
Jochebed worked for Pharaoh's 
daughter (Exodus 2:8-9); and Lydia 
had an import-export business in dye­
ing purple cloth (Acts 16:14-15); 

Third, the statement says the wom­
an's role is "to serve as his 'helper' in 

managing her household." Again, the 
emphasis falls on the wife as home­
maker and denies the God-given po­
tential for wives and mothers outside 
the household. 

Interestingly, Proverbs 31 is cited 
to proof-text the article. Yet this Prov­
erb celebrates an entrepreneurial busi­
ness woman who is both wife and 
mother, and a far cry from the June 
Cleaver model for motherhood. 

Fourth, the statement assigns the 
nurturing role only to the mother. Ev­
eryone from Promise Keepers topsy­
chologists recognizes the critical im­
portance of fathers nurturing their 
children in an increasingly fatherless 
America. A timely article would un­
derscore the role of father as agent of 
nurture. 

Fifth, -it ignores pressing family 
problems and fails to offer biblical 
guidance for them. For example, of­
fering a Sabbath ethic for time­
starved, stressed out families (Exodus 
16:22-30) and a manna ethic for inse­
cure, over-consuming families (Exoa 
dus 16:13-21) would provide real help 
to contemporary families. 

Sixth, the statement uses the image 
of submission, the same concept that 
Southern slaveholders used for slaves. 
Such an image relates more to the 
lordship of the husband than the part­
nership of the couple. 

The fact that the article avoids the 
language of mutual submission- "Be 
subject to one another" (Ephesians 
5:21)- limits the usefulness of the 
amendment for thoughtful Baptists 
who live in the 20th century and be­
yond. 

"The fact that the 
article avoids the 
language of mutual 
submission~"Be 
subject to one 
another" 
(Ephesians 5:21 )­
limits the • 
usefulness of the 
amendment for 
thoughtful Baptists 
who live in the 
20th century and. 
beyond." 
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KENTUCKY 
Patriotic event a flag-waving success . 

• • ---- ,:I;=tt~:;fe~~~i~#d~~Jj]•······· "There are many 
things wrong with 
our country, but it 

was nice to 
celebrate the 

things that are 
right." 

Ed Erwin, pastor of First 
Baptist Church of 

Shelbyville 

By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

SHELBYVILLE-Ed Erwin en­
visioned war hero Clebe McCleary 
appearing in his church after hear­
ing him speak at Duke University 
five years ago. 

When the dream came true, Er­
win, a former North Carolina pas­
tor, had moved to First Baptist 
Church of Shelbyville-and he was 
delighted with the outcome. 

"This was one of the best servic­
es I've ever been involved in," Er­
win said of the church's "God and 
Country Celebration" May 17. 

"All I've been getting is wonder­
ful feedback. Everyone loved it. 
One lady said we need more servic­
es like this across the country," he 
said 

Held to mark Armed Forces 
Day, the rally featured McCleary as 
keynote speaker. He addressed a 
leadership breakfast, the morning 
worship service and a community 
patriotic celebration that afternoon. 

The Pawley Island, S.C., resi­
dent lost his left arm and one eye 
defending his Marine platoon dur­
ing the Vietnam War. McCleary lat-

er recovered from nearly three doz­
en operations to run marathons, de­
spite doctors saying he would nev­
er walk again. 

His story is chronicled in the 
book, "Living Proof," and a movie 
titled, "Portrait of an American 
Hero." 

University of Kentucky basket­
ball player Allen Edwards also gave 
his testimony at the concluding 
event, which drew a crowd of more 
than 800. It included patriotic mu­
sic by the Shelby County High 
School concert band and show 
choir. 

"There are many things wrong 
with our country, but it was nice to 
celebrate the things that are right," 
said Erwin. "It was a fantastic day." 

Government officials on hand 
included former Gov. Martha 
Layne Collins, who recognized all 
war veterans. Shelbyville Mayor 
David Eaton, city council members 
and various military representatives 
also attended. 

About 700 people came to the 
worship service, which Erwin 
called an "Easter-size'' crowd. At­
tendance was larger than at last 
May's popular Power Team cru-

Don•t miss the ·opportunity to register! 
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r------------------------------------, 
I Registration Form Note: Coolers, food, beverages and audio/video recording equipment I 
I may not be taken into the center. Smoking is not aflowed. 

1 This form may be duplicated. Please print. Photography is permitted. 

I Church: ____________________________ _ 

Contact Person: _____ _______________________ _ 

,ddress•----------- City: ________ State• ____ Zip: ___ _ 

hurch Phone: _______ Home Phone: _______ FAX Number: ______ _ 

I Number of Tickets: 

--X $7 /postmarked on or before June 5) = $---- Tickets are non-refundable. 
__ X $12 (after June 5) = $ ___ _ 

sade, he ~dded. 
At the end of McClea·ry's ser­

mon, a dozen people raised their 
hands indkating they wanted to ac­
cept Christ as their personal Savior. 
The church is making follow-up 
contacts, Erwin said. • 

In addition to the conversions, 
Erwin said the observance made a 
definite impact on the community, 
especially veterans. 

"Too often they are overlooked," 
he said. "Whether they fought in 
Korea, Vietnam or the Persian Gulf, 
they felt appreciated. 

"If you could have seen the pride 
and joy in the faces of these men and 
women, and to have the congregation 
celebrate and applaud them-it affect­
ed them. It gave me an inner joy." 

The day was special to Erwin be­
cause of his father's four years of ser­
vice in Vietnam, where the elder Er­
win was wounded. 

While the idea for the celebration 
began with his efforts to book Mc­
Cleary, the pastor said, staff and mem­
bers cooperated to tum the event into 
a major attraction. 

. "I would highly recommend this 
(kind of service) to all churches," he 
said. "It worked well for us." 
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Friday, June 26th 
4:30 p.m. (CDT) Registration 
6:00 Soul's Desire-Praise/Worship 
6:30 Youth Speak Out 
6:40 SonShare Mission Team 
7:05 Out of Eden 
7:20 Dave Edwards, Evangelist 
8:00 Soul's Desire 
9:00 Out of Eden Concert 

Saturday, June 27th 
7:30 a.m. Registration 
8:00 Soul's Desire 
8:25 Son Bound Mission Team 
8:40 Soul's Desire 
8:45 Youth Speak Out 
8:55 SonBurst Mission Team 
9:10 CJ 2000/Youthlink 2000 
9:35 Soul's Desire 
9:45 How do I tell someone 

about Jesus Christ? 
10:10 Soul's Desire 
10:20 Dave Edwards 
11 :00 Soul's Desire 
11 :45 Lunch 
2:00 p.m. Clay Crosse Concert 

1 Our special needs are: # ___ seats for deaf interpretation # ___ seats for wheelchair access 
I 

1 Please make check payable to Kentucky Baptist Convention. YouthFest '98 
Y~d 6v~C~~~ 

1 Clip and Mail Registration Form and payment to• KBC Office for Evangelism 
1 P.O. Box 43433 1 

1 '- /"lo Louisville, KY 40253-0433 

The Regional Special Events Center 
Murray State University -- Murray, Kentucky -~--- ------------~--------------- - -.,_ _______________________ _, 
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Kentucky Woman's 
Missionary Union 
P.O. Box 436569 
Louisville KY 
40253-6569 
(502) 244-6485 
(888) 254-5726 
Fax: (502) 244-6486 

Music: 

K 

1998 Kentucky State Missions S-eason of Prayer 
S.ept. 13-20 Areas of emphasis: 

"Open My Eyes That I May See" 
"Open Our Eyes, Lord" Eliza Broadus Offering Goal: 

$750,000 

Freeda Harris Baptist Center, Lookout 
Jefferson Street Baptist Center, Louisville 

Baptist Fellowship · Center, Louisville 

Brenda Price 
Interim Executive 
Di,rector 
Kentucky WMU 

"Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him." 
Luke 24:31a (NIV) 

:1 , 

to Missions in Kentucky. .. 
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-~ -~ 

~~ 
TRANSFORMED 

~. rn ~~ ~ f~ ~' ~'1/l n r WH'iif e11~0lt r "('\ t \, 
Mission/Adults 
On Mission 
Retreats 

Oct. 2-3 
Cedarmore 

Dr. Edna Ellison 
Ministry Consultant 

WMU SBC, Birmingham 

Jenna McIntyre 
Southern Baptist Missionary 

Bangladesh 

Oct. 9:10 
• Cedarmore 

Barbara Joiner 
WMU author & speaker 

Columbiana, Ala. 

Jenna McIntyre 
Southern Baptist Missionary 

Bangladesh 

Oct. 16-17 & 17-18 
Jonathan Creek 

Laura· Savage 
Adult Consultant 

WMU SBC, Birmingham 

Caron Johnson 
:Southern Baptist Missionary 

Brazil 

Workshops also will be offered on each age-level organization and the co-ed groups. Other workshop topics 
include: beginning an infant resource project; spiritual growth; mentoring; spiritual gifts; innovation and creativity 
in missions; sessions with international and North American missionaries. The talent show will be back by 
popular demand-start working on your act now! To receive registration information, contact Denise Jones at 
(502) 244-6485 or (888) 254-5726. · • 

Who will train a new generation to be doers of .the word and ,not hearers only? 
The 95th annual meeting of Ken­

tucky Woman's Missionary Union is 
now a memory-but what a memory it 
is. The enlighteiµng and inspirational 
messages, missions prayerwalk and 
informational conferences challenged 
us to look at and be a part of · "Mis­
sions on the Brink." 

One of the highlights of the annual 
meeting each year is the Saturday 
morning missions event for children. 
This year, as 300 members and lead­
ers of Girls in Action and Children in 
Action paraded into the sanctuary to 
sing at the close of the session, I was 
reminded once again that this is what 

we are all about as a missions organi­
zation. In 1915 Fannie E. S. Heck, a: 
dynamic WMU leader, wrote "Plan not 
for the year, but for the years . ... Train 
the children for world-wide service." 
Our mandate to share Christ with the 
world is as clear today as it has been 
for nearly 2000 years. 

But who will hear the call to mis­
sions in the years to come? Who will 
pray? Who will give? Who will go? Our 
children will, but only if we do our 
part today. 

ft is up to us to provide a way in 
which today's preschoolers, children 
and teenagers can be nurtured in mis-

sions attitudes and concepts that will 
lead them in developing a missions 
life-style as they grow into adulthood. 
Churches must provide missions edu­
cation organizations which will focus 
on missions learning, giving, praying, 
ministerini and witnessing. 

Kentucky WMU is committed to as­
sist in that endeavor as we train, equip 
and strengthen church and associa­
tional leadership through individual 
conferences or state-wide activities 
such as WMU SALT, coed leader train­
ing and Women on Mission retreats. 
While some activities focus on prepar­
ing adults to be better children's lead-

ers, others focus on children by giving 
them opportunities for missions learn­
ing and involvement. . 

This summer children will have 
opportunity to participate in GA, Act­
eens and Youth on Mission camps. At-

~ tending the National·Acteens Conven­
tion in Louisville will be a once-in-a­
lifetime opportunity for girls in grades 
7-12. • 

Will you be a part of the future of 
missions today? Will you pray this 
prayer: "Make me a do-er for thee, 
Dear Lord. A say-er . won't get your 
work done. Amen." 



STHITWOD 

By l)~nise Jones free (888) 254-
5726. 

♦ Missionary Parent's Fellowship. Ken- As a result of the 
tucky WMU is starting something new. In- 1997-98 BNF mis­
temational missionaries often have told us sioh project, more 
that one of the most difficult aspects of than 200 pounds 
leaving home to serve in another country of receiving blan­
is leaving their parents behind. In response . kets have been shipped to the Jibla Baptist 
to this dilemma, Kentucky WMU is begin- Hospital in Yemen. 
ning a missionary parents' fellowship. 

For several years, KY WMU has 
invited missionary parents to the 
missionary luncheon during our 
annual meeting. This annual 
gathering now will be expand-

. ed to provide more fellowship 
-and support for missionary par-

♦ Christian Women's Job Corps. 
If you are interested in beginning a 
Christian Women's Job Corps pro­
gram in your community, take 
note. National CWJC Certification 
Training is coming to Kentucky 
Nov. 12-14, 1998. This training is 
necessary to begin a CWJC site. 
Call me for more information. 

♦ Women on Mission/Adults 

• ents. If you know about a mis­
sionary parent who may not be 
on our mailing list, please let us 
know so that we may include 
him or her in our activities. ME

. 
0 1\1 on Mission Retreats. Outstand-

. , ing speakers already have been 
♦ Baptist Nursing Fellow- 0 N MISS IO I\J confirmed for this year's retreats 
ship. The Kentucky Baptist Nursing Fellow- at Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek. Aecom­
ship has adopted a new mission project for modations at these retrea~ fill up quickly, 
1998-99. During the next year, BNF mem- so make your reservations SOON. Call me at 
hers (as well as many Women on Mission (888) 254-5726 for a registration form. 
groups) will partner with the Japan Baptist 
School of Nursing in Kyoto, providing 
prayer and financial support. The school's 
former director is Mary Lou Emanuel, an 
emeritus missionary nurse from Kentucky. 
At a recent dedication ceremony, the new 
school chapel was named for Emanuel in 
recognition of her invaluable contribution. • 
Prayer guides are available by calling toll-

MISSION FRIENDS 

♦ Can you say there is A Place for You in 

♦ Co-ed Training. As you begin to prepare 
for the new church year,dou may want to 
consider beginning a co-e missions organi­
zation in your church. Co-ed groups give you 
one more tool to use in educating and sup­
porting missions. Remember the training ses­
sion Sept. 12 in Richmond. A registration 
form is on page 3-A. 

director or Ken­
tucky ~MU office f 
for details. i 

Mission Friends for every preschooler in GIRLS IN ACTION 
your church? Are you reaching all ages of 
preschoolers? If your church already has ♦ Summer is an excellent time to involve 
Mission Friends for fours and fives, GAs in WorldVentures. Encourage 
plan to organize Younger Mission . GAs to work on Activities by having 
Friends (babies and ones) and special summer workdays. Plan a 
Middle Mission Friends (twos WorldVentures Recognition 
and threes). "I can't do it all," you Service to recognize the work of 

-may say. True, but as a preschool girls who have completed their activi-
missions educator, you can be instru- ties. Use the plan in the July-August 
mental in encouraging your WMU director Aware for ideas. 
to enlist other teachers. As more Mission 
Friends ~lasses are begun in your church, 
the better equipped you become to meet 
the needs of all preschoolers. 

♦ Missions Six is coming for sixth grade 
GAs! The special event will be Sept. 25-26 
(Friday, 6 p.m - Saturday, 2 p.m.) at Cedar 
Crest. The program, designed for the older 

♦ Watch out for the Surprise Package! GA, will include meeting missionaries, "life 
Since the new WMU churcn year will begin after GA", campfire, ministry project, leader 
in September instead of October this training and lots more. One adult must ac­
year, there will be bonus material in . ompany every six girls. The cost will 
the July-August issues of Start, Start be $ 2 5 per person which includes 
Resource Kit, and Mission Friends • lodging and three meals. Begin now 
Share. First Steps in Missions of- o inform sixth graders and parents 
fers bulletin board ideas and repro- \ bout this special event. Further details 
ducible sheets to supplement each ill be available after July 1. 
unit. Use these bonus materials to enhance . 
your teaching. ♦ In September children in your church will 

• want to participate in the Week of Prayer 
♦ Don't forget September is the Week of and Offering for State Missions. The 
Prayer and Offering for State Missions. study material will focus on Baptist centers 
Mission Friends teachers can teach pre- in Kentucky. A teaching guide is available 
schoolers about miss~o11:5 in Kentucky by by contacting your WMU director or Ken­
using the state missions material prepared tucky WMU office .. 

. especially for them. Contact your WMU 
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By Julie Keith nora, Jamie 
Hines, Owen 

♦ NAC '98. It's not too late to register for County, Ky. Fair­
the National Acteens Convention, July 1-4, grounds; *living 
1998, in Louisville. The registration deadline . Faith, Hartford, 
is June 15. This is a once-in-a lifetime experi- Cathy Chinn; 
ence for Acteens and advisors; so, get your *Guthrie Baptist, 
girls excited about NAC and then send in Guthrie, Sheila Brown; *Middleton Bap- • 
your registration to Birmingham. Check out tist, Franklin, Karen Milliken. (*These 
the NAC web page at www.nac98.com. three churches will serve together as an Ac-

teens Activator team with Gus and Gloria 
♦ Congratulations 1998-99 Reyes in their migrant ministry-
Snider-Creal Acteens Scholar- ____.':,,""'7"..,....,~~"'lf in Westport.) . 
ship recipients: Meredith 
Ellen Burgher, Northside ♦ Acteens Advisors 
Baptist Church, Princeton; 1--+-+~ .............. ...., .._,.._...'"' Retreat. Date: Nov. 13-
Melissa Chrisman, First 1-+-+-+-+--+-...,-, 11--+---+i 14 Theme:_ "Trans-
Baptist Church, Richmond; \-.l,,.......i,.._...,,-.-.,....,,. _,_.,..,, formed." Place: Calvary 
Mindy Jo Doughty, Clark's Baptist Church, Lexing-
River Baptist Church, Symso- ~~"""'""~-, ton. Cost: $15 per person 
nia; Kristi LaShelle Henegar, --.::...=,._ registration fee. The Nation-
Parkway Baptist Church, Bard- al Acteens Convention will 
stown; Andrea Honeycutt, First Baptist Church, guide each of us to see how God changes 
Somerset; Jennifer McCutchen, Donaldson Bap- us from the inside out. Come to this re­
tist Church, Princeton; Kelley Travis, First Bap- treat and see how God can continue to 
tist Church, Murray. change and transform us into his servants. 

The retreat will include fellowship, speak­
♦ 1998 Kentucky Activator Teams. Six ers, music, conferences and a swap shop. 
Acteens groups will be on mission this sum- • A registration form and hotel information 
mer as they serve as Acteens Activators. Pray will be in the next issue of Kentucky Notes. 
for each of these groups as they serve God. 
If your Acteens ·group is interested in serv- ♦ 1998-99 Kentucky Acteens Advisory 
ing as an Acteens Activator team in 1999, Panelists Applications deadline is Aug. 
contact the state office for information. First 15, 1998. Applications are available from 
Baptist, Murray, Debbie Bell, Mississippi Riv- the Kentucky WMU office. 
er Ministry; First Baptist, Somerset, Rhonda 
Hazel, Ocean City, Md.;Magnolia Baptist, So-

Your responsibility as WMU director is so 
very important during this, the final quarter 

• of 1997-98. This is the time in which you 
help formulate plans for the coming year­
which begins a month earlier than last year: 
♦ Have you made a God-guided decision 
about whether you will serve as church 
WMU director for 1998-99? ♦ Is your lead­
ership team prayerfully seeking to fill the 
responsibilities needed/or successful mis­
sions education in your church for 
the coming year? ♦ This quarter 
you will meet with your leadership 
team to evaluate how plans were 
carried out during the past year. 
This is a time to celebrate success­
es, and rethink those plans that 
were less than successful 

'· 

♦ Your associational WMU lead­
ership team will have a training op­
portunity between Aug. 1 and 15, 
and will be leading a training con­
ference for your church leaders. If 
you do not know the date/place, call your 
associational office or your associational 
WMU director. We want your leaders to feel 
confident as they begin the new WMU year 
Sept: 1. Transformed is the title of the 
emphasis. Your associational leader training 
is especially significant this year as we do 
not have a national training conference. 

♦ You will have three opportunities to re­
late to your associationalWMU director dur­
ing these three months: (1) She_ needs your 
report for the year about the involvement of 

your missions or­
ganizations, your 
needs and your 
statistical report; 
(2) Report to her k 

your church's in-
volvement in • ., 
Project HELP: Cultural Diversity so she 
can report to Kentucky WMU; (3) You will 
receive ( or have received) from your asso­
ciational WMU director or your association­
al office your 1998-99 Church WMU Lead­

ership Team cards. Please com­
plete both se~tions and return to 
your association WMU director. 
She will forward the state portion 
to us. 

♦ The success of the Season of 
Prayer and Eliza Broadus Of­
fering for State Missions in 
your church is so dependent upon 
you, You will receive your sample 
package during the-last week of 
July. Samfles of all age level ma­
terials wil be included. Please or­

der your materials promptly. We hope your 
church has set a challenging goal for the 
Eliza Broadus Offering and has planned in­
novative ways to reach the goal. Every sub­
scriber to Western Recorder will receive 
the adult material in the Aug. 25 issue. 

♦ Note information elsewhere inKentucky 
Notes regarding the Coed Training Con­
ference, Sept. 12 in Richmond. 

♦ On Sept. 15, there will be a missionary 
appointment service in Louisville. 

.,_ 
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June 
7-8 WMU, SBC Annual Meeting 

Salt Lake City 
9-11 SBC, Salt Lake City 
13-19 Jericho, Ridgecrest 
15-19 GA/Acteens Camp, Jonathan 

Creek 
15-21 WMU Camp Staff Training 

Cedar Crest 
19-20 Mother/Daughter Overnight 

Jonathan Creek 
22-26 GA Camp, Cedar Crest 
22-26 GA Camp, Jonathan Creek 
26-27 Mother/Daughter Overnight 

Jonathan Creek 
29-30 Mother/Daughter Overnight 

Cedar Crest 
29-7 /3 GA Camp, Jonathan Creek 

July 
1-4 National Acteens 

6-10 
Convention, Louisville 
GA Camp, Cedar Crest 

10-11 Mother/Daughter Overnight 
Cedar Crest 

13-17 

COMIN8EVENfS 

Christian Women's Job;Corps 
National ·certification Training 

November 12-14, 1998 • 
KBC Building 

Louisville, Kentucky 

CWJG National Certification Training is coming to Kentucky! 
~f you are interested in starting -a CWJC program in your 
community this training is of critical importance. One per­
son from each CWJC site_ is required to receive certification. 
The cost for the trainin~ is $80 which covers the cost of 
instruction; materials, meals and breaks. _Please. contact 
Denise Jones 'at 502/244,61_85'or 888/254-5726 for addi- • 

• tional. information or registratipn materials. 

-.1,,7 
., •:.a .I ' 

~ 
~ 
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Kentucky WMU wants to hear what your church 
did as a part of the 1997-98 Project HELP: Cultural 
Diversity emphasis. Unlike other Project HELP em­
phases, an offering was not collected. Please com­
plete a Project HELP: Cultural Diversity church re­
port fonn and mail it to your associational WMU 
director by Aug. · 31, 1998. Questions?' Contact the 
Kentucky WMU office. 

GA/ Acteen Camp 
Cedar Crest -------, ---, 

Coed Retreat Reeistration 17-18 Mother/Daughter Overnight 
Cedar Crest 

20-24 Youth on Mission Camp 
Cedar Crest 

22-26 Baptist World Youth 

24-25 
Conference, Houston 
Mother/Daughter Overnight 
Cedar Crest 

25 ·Baptist Nursing Fellowship 
Luncheon, Hartford 

27-31 GA Camp, Cedar Crest 

August 
1 WMU State Associational 

Leadershir Training (SALT), 
Immanue Baptist Church, 
Lexington 

3-7 GA Camp, Cedar Crest 
8 WMU SALT, First Baptist 

Church, Hopkinsville 
9 Language Missions Day 
15 WMU SALT, First Baptist 

Church, Hazard 

September 
12 WMU Co-ed Training, First 

• Baptist Church, Richmond 
13-20 Season of Prayer for State 

Missions/Eliza Broadus 
Offering 

The Mississippi River Ministry will be the topic of the Kentucky 
Baptist Nursing Fellowship summer meeting July 25 in Hartford. 
Sandra Waller, a registered nurse from Memphis, Tenn., will be the 
speaker. Waller serves as Health Care Coordinator of the .Brinkley 
Heights Alliance of the Mississippi River Ministry. This ministry 
was featured in the video "A River Runs Through It," which was a 

I part of the 1998 North American mission study. Waller will discuss 
• .her work through MRM and share practical ideas on how Kentucky 
I nurses can b,ecome involved in similar ministries in their 
I communities. Cost to attend the meeting is $5 per person. Lunch 
I will be prepared by Women on Mission members from Hartford 

Baptist Church who have asked each participant to make a 
I donation to cover the cost of the meal. NOTE: This program may 

be of interest to WMU members who _are not nurses. Leaders, 
please encourage them to attend. Use this form to register: 

Kentucky Baptist Nursing Fellowship Summer Luncheon 
Noon-2 p.m., Saturday, July 25 
Hartford Baptist Church 

Nl!ffie: ___________________ _ 

Street Address: _________________ _ 

City, State & Zip: _______________ _ 

Daytime Phone: _______ Church: 

Church Name ______ _ 
Association ______________ _ 
Street Address ____________ _ 
City, State & Zip ____________ _ 
Person completing registration form _ ____ _ _ 
Daytime phone number _________ _ 
Our church: 0 currently has co-ed organizations 

0 is planning to start a co-ed organization 
0 is exploring the possibility of co-ed 

Names of persons you are registering. 
Please check workshop participant will attend 

Name ____ '----.,----------
0 Children in Action O Youth on Mission O Adults on Mission 

Name _______________ _ 

0 Children in Action O Youth on Mission O Adults on Mission 

Name _______________ _ 

0 Children in Action O Youth on Mission O Adults on Mission 

Total Amount Enclosed(# of participants X $5) = __ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

. I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Complete.the registration form and mail with your check for $5 per person 

to Kentucky WMU P. 0. Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569. 
Donations.will be accepted at the luncheon to cover the cost of the meal. 
Directions to Hartford will be included with your registration 

Please send completed form along with check to: Ken- • I 
tucky WMU, P.O. Box 436569, Louisville, Ky. 40253-6569. I 

. confirmation. 
. . I 

L------------ ________ J L __________________ J 

,& , • , , . ,. • • .. . Many exciting things are happening in Kentucky WMU 
L-¼' "'-1•1 -% - -:! ~ ~ .. h_q ~ 

Peggy Hicks 
President 
Kentucky WMU 

Your vote of confidence for me as 
your president again means so much 
to me. Thank you for the privilege of 
representing you as president gere in 
Kentucky and on the national levelof 

• WMU. As a state president one is au­
tomatically a vice president on the 
Executive Board of Woman's Mission­
ary Union SBC. 

These responsibilities I take very seri­
ously and want to hear from you if 
you have concerns or suggestions for 
either board. The grass roots connec­
tions to you, the members of Kentucky 
WMU, are so important if WMU is to 
remain effective. Let me hear from 

you and covenant with me to pray for 
WMU and all that we seek to do. Your 
strong support in this way will enable 
the staff and me to serve more effec­
tively. May God richly bless us as we 
serve together to make missions edu­
cation come alive in our churches. 
Our faithfulness to the missions task 
is essential to world evangelization. . 
What an important task! 

We also have a tremendous opportu­
nity to get behind a campaign that will 
help many of our young people to re­
ceive an education in a Christian envi­
ronment and be exposed to missions. 
Through Partnership 2000 Campaign 

we can partner with our Kentucky 
Baptist colleges and help provide 
scholarships and missions activities on 
each of the campuses. We might even 
be able to endow a chair for missions. · 
Our partnering will enable us to 
strengthen the missions environment 
that is present on all three campuses. 
What exciting possibilities are open to 
us to strengthen our Campus Women 
on Mission organizations and to en­
courage real involvement in missions 
experiences through our giving to the 
Partnership 2000 Campaign! The 
presidents have encouraged our in­
volvement in strengthening missions 
on their campuses. Let's get behind 

this campaign and help them go over 
the top. Our Christian institutions are 
so vital to the future of our nation, the 
world, and our churches. 

Many exciting things are happening in 
WMU. New materials and books are 
available through WMU, SBC and the 
Baptist Book Stores. If you are an as­
sociational leader you will want to be 
in one of the SALT (State Associational 
Leadership Training) in August, so that 
you can help the churches in your as­
sociation to be ready for the start of 
the new WMU year in September. How 
grateful I am for your commitment to 
WMU and world missions. 
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SIGNS IFOIMITION 
_ Pray for the 1998 Kentucky WMU summer camps and staff. Pray for: ♦ God's guidance, strength, 
compassion and peace for the campers and their families. ♦ That the love of Jesus Christ will shine 
through the hearts and actions of the staff and into the lives of the campers. ♦ That all those involved 
with camp will come to a new understanding and acceptance of what it means to follow Jesus. ♦ That 
we will live out the theme: "Every Day ... God's Way." 

r&) 
~ 
1E 

,11'~'1, 

•.J,~ + ... ---

There is still room for you at camp 

♦ GA, Acteens or Youth on Mission: $84 per person 
♦ GA camp is for girls finishing 4th-6th grades; Acteens camp is for girls completing 7th-12th grades 
♦ Youth on Mission camp is for youth completing 7th-12th grades 
♦ Mother Daughter Overnights: $21 per person. For girls completing 1st-3rd grade, with mothers 
♦ Call the WMU office toll-free for registration materials: (888) 254-5726 
♦ Call either Jonathan Creek or Cedarmore for space availability 

:~, r.A~ rr¾~ 
The National Acteens Convention is less than a month away and Louisville is geared up to welcome 
the 10,000-plus Acteens and Acteens advisors to the commonwealth. As teenage girls and their adult 
sponsors look toward July 1-4, will you participate in the June 1998 NAC Prayer Focus? Each day 
focus on the listed need and see how prayer can change you and the Acteens from the inside out: 

♦ Sunday: Ministry (on-site and off-site) ♦ Monday: ·~ational WMU staff, Birmingham, Ala. 
• ♦ Tuesday: Local committee members; city of Louisville ♦ Wednesday: Acteens and sponsors 
♦ Thursday: Program personnel ♦ Friday: State Acteens leadership 
♦ Saturday: Associational and church WMU leadership 

The official off-site ministry project for NAC is Infant Resource Project in Louisville. IRP serves young 
children and their parents who need assistance. The ongoing program exists to help lessen the devas­
tating effects of poverty in the first three years of life. Each Acteens group is encouraged to bring new 
infant care items to be given to Infant Resource Project. Infant care items include: large disposable -
diapers (stage 4), baby toiletries (powder, shampoo or bath soap), plastic baby bottles, crib sheets, 
baby picture books, pacifiers, receiving blankets and diaper wipes. Make this a churchwide project so 
we can shower Infant Resource Project with these much-needed necessities. 

NAC volunteers urgently needed: If you would like to serve as a volunteer for NAC, please contact 
Kym ~•:•-ht>11 ~• {502) 647-1806 or Julie Keith at (502) 244-6485 or (888) 254-5726. Volunteers are 
neeaea to serve as ushers and on-site quilt project helpers as well as in many other capacities. 
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Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund 
May 1, 1997 • April 30, 1998 

Gifts in Honor - Donor 
Anna White Donald White and children - Mother's Day 
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Charles Coots Jane T. Kent 
& Mildred Gannon Mary Pat Price 

Maribeth & Horace Hambrick 

Dorothy Mitchell McFarland WMU, Georgetown Baptist Church 
wllr11~!!f te21'5!1Jf,;/lt'tlq1;%1wJi;{:&'{i'i'm~l~~¢E1Ju1l~liW4~~10)Y1;e;'.•i1;ifil;fti@\{j,¼}tt§&'t'&¥Wr 

ary & Ira Porter 

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Wilson 
Dr. & Mrs. Lloyd Birch 
Mike Tabor 
Mr. & Mrs. William W. Ellis 
Mary E. McCarty 
Delores Spears 
Bryant & Peggy Hicks 
Dennis, Denise, & Will Jones 
Jim & Jo Pelham 
John & Kay Trisler 
Kathleen R. Hall 
Executive Board, KBC 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 

• Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union 
June B. Rice 
Brenda Price 
Julie A. Losch 
Maribeth Hambrick 
Blood River Assn. WMU 
Dianna Rowe 
WMU Leadership Team, West Union Assn. 
Dolores Gilliland 

lw.1,tffiJl!IH~i~ff f !'~i,,~,i i,t;m~t9i~;J}~],B,~~;,£!l!t~Jl11±![i~l11il;li];;t1 
• WMU, Georgetown 

~ 



t~iili~ll~s;i 
.new 1a:w. :1t is mucheasi~rto \> 

. find · cases , of indigenous R4s,: > 
Y. sian, .ryligious· minodti~s whose /· • 
freedoms are shrinking,"Uzzelf 

- S::tid. - - - -
• Overall, he added, applica-

- tion ofthe law has been based 
on thew him of local authorities 

_ and political connections, "in~ 
eluding connections to foreign 
states with which Moscow val- • 
.ues good relations." 

I I I 

Goal: 800 Russian churches in 2 years 
Continued from page 1 
the Lord," said missionary Ed Tar­
leton, who directs IMB efforts in 
Russia. "That-starts adding up when 
you consider multiple services 
across the whole country." 

Tarleton and 52 other IMB mis­
sionaries work in Russia at the invi­
tation of the Baptist union. 

During the next two years, the 
union wants to increase the number 
of its member churches from 1,200 
to 2,000. IMB missionaries fully 
support that goal, said Tarleton, a 
former Kentucky pastor. 

Missionaries are helping develop 
new churches, training pastors to 
start churches on their own and 
strengthening existing churches by 
discipling new believers. They also 
are helping set up partnerships with 
Southern Baptists. 

Tarleton said he sees the same 
story repeated throughout Russia: 
young churches, young pastors, new 
Christians. In recent months he vis­
ited three churches. One was less 
than five years old, the other two 
were barely more than two years 
old. All three claimed memberships 
of 100 to 150 but attendance of 
about 250. The youngest church was 
started with the pastor and his wife 
and one other couple. 

"In each of these, about 90 to 95 
percent of all church members are 
new believers," Tarleton said. 
"These are people who have come 
to the Lord during the past two to 
three years- a wide range of ages 
and both men and women." 

Russian Baptists know they must 
act fast while nationalists are still • 
held at bay. 

Because the Russia Baptist 
Union predates the formation of the . 
Russian Federation by more than 15 
years, it is considered a legitimate 
religious group under restrictive 
laws passed by national lawmakers 
last fall. That gives IMB missionar-

-ies a platform from which to work, 
at least for now. 

It also protects Russian Baptists 
working to build church buildings 
and plant new congregations. 

"The urgency they feel is in get­
ting land and church buildings," said 
Mike Norfleet, IMB strategy asso­
ciate for central and eastern Europe. 
"What they're saying is, 'We've got 
to get buildings built now, because 

Survey: Orthodox 
church has little 
influence 

NEW YORK (RNS)­
Although the Russian 
Orthodox Church 
remains the dominant 
faith among Russians, it 
exerts minimal influence 
on the values and 
behavior of young 
believers, according to 
research by a Columbia 
University professor. 

Half of young 
-Russians consider 
themselves religious, but 
few attend church 
regularly after they 
marry because church­
sponsored family 
activities, such as 
Sunday school, do not 
exist, said sociologist 
Susan Goodrich 
Lehmann 

Lehmann's findings 
were based on a survey 

RUSSIAN CHURCH The 19th century Russian Orthodox Church "Spilt on the Blood" in of 3,400 Russians aged 
downtown St. Petersburg. Russian Baptists are concerned that laws attempting to 17 to 32. 
establish Russia~ Orthodo>r_as the state church would lif!1it their work to :'.t~ new .,..._ "Marriag~ ~Q!L,.-.. 
churches and bwld new buildings. (RNS photo) , -. ---- --,,, -- - -ch-ildbearing·rnay1bring 

it will be very difficult for commu­
nists to take them away from us if 
they do get control again."' 

Baptists aren't happy with recent 
setbacks to the religious freedom 
that washed in on the waves of de­
mocracy. No one knows for sure 
how Russia will implement a law it 
passed last fall establishing repres­
sive guidelines for church registra­
tion and activities. 

Already some localities have act­
ed vigorously to enact the law­
even before receiving written in­
structions from the federal justice 
departmem. In addition, localities 
and provinces- including Moscow 
and St. Petersburg- have used new 
local laws or executive orders to re­
press free worship. 

Local officials also have blocked 
church programs and events, or de­
nied groups the right to worship in 
leased buildings. The once-simple 

public processes of obtaining mis­
sionary visas and building permits 
have taken on cumbersome new di-
mensions. 

At the union's 30th annual con­
gress in Moscow this year, delegates 
stressed the rich 13 I -year Russian 
Baptist heritage and called for equal 
treatment with the Orthodox. 

For now, while a window is 
open, Baptist delegates urged 
churches to move fast. Pastors want 
help. "At the congress, I was ap­
proached by numerous senior pas­
tors saying to me, 'Please get us our 
own Southern Baptist missionary to 
work in our city,"' Tarleton said. 
The 1MB already has 135 requests 
for new missionaries · on the books 
for Russia. 

"Despite all the obstacles we 
have here, the potential and freedom 
to grow are still overwhelming," 
Tarleton said. 

Russian couples (but) 
without the widespread 
availability of religio1-1s 
instruction for children 
or other social benefits 
from church 

-involvement which we 
typically find in America, 
the parents' interest in 
the church is not 
sustained beyond a 
child's first five years," 
she said. 

In the survey, 
Lehmann said, she • 
found that 13 percent of 
those surveyed said they 
both believe in and 
actively observe 

Russian students line up for English lessons, stay for Bible study 

religious rituals. Another 
37 percent reported they 
believe in religion but do 
not take part in rituals. 
The rest reported being 
non-religious. 

Among Orthodox 
believers, Lehmann said, 
26 percent said they _ 
never attend church and 
54 percent said they 
attend only for family 
celebrations or on 
religious holidays. 

By Gunther Friedrichs 
SBC International Mission Board 

KHABAROVSK, Russia (BP)­
For decades, communism was the 
bedrock of Khabarovsk, an industri­
al city in the Russian Pacific. 

But communism's failure has left 
many people as empty and barren as 
the trees that tower over them 
through the dark Russian winter. 

That ideological vacuum among 
residents of cities like Khabarovsk 
leaves room for an interest in spiri­
tual matters, especially among stu­
dents. 

Home to more than a dozen 
learning institutions or colleges , 
Khabarovsk is a magnet for the 

young of Russia's Far East. And as 
joint ventures with American firms 
emerge, students are taking note­
and rushing to learn English with 
help from people like Randy and 
Robin Covington, Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board mis­
sionaries. 

The Covingtons don't advertise 
their classes because the response is 
too overwhelming. But they've found 
that many students who hear about 
them by word of mouth are interested 
not only in learning English, but in 
learning about God as well. • 

Several students have become 
Christians and a new church very 
different from other traditional Rus­
sian Baptist churches . 

"It's amazing to see how quickly 
the interest in English kind of goes 
by the wayside and studying the Bi­
ble becomes more important to 
them," said Mrs. Covington. "Al­
most immediately they start to at­
tend our Bible studies and other ac-
ti vi ties . 

"It's been exciting to see how 
many' have come to know the Lord 
from that start," she said. 

A central part of the Khabarovsk 
ministry is the Christian Student 
Center. Started by 1MB workers 
who first came to the area in 1993, 
the center provides young believers 
a place to fellowship , to grow and 
to bring friends who are not Chris­
tian. 

"Usually a student ministry 
grows out of a local church minis­
try," said Covington. "In this situa­
tion it has been just the exact oppo--
site. We began with a student min­
istry." 

Since students knew nothing 
about Christian church life, it was 
easy to forrri them into a church 1' 

body, he added. "We began to meet 
just on Sunday mornings with them 
and conduct a srriall worship time. 
And then with the sponsorship ot the 
local Baptist Union, we decided this 
is a good place to start a new 
church." 

Adapted from the Februa,y 1998 edi­
tion of the International-Mission Board's 
"On Mission With God" video series. 

_,,,,,/ 
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Cordial clash predicted as Baptists _go to Salt Lake City 

KNOCK KNOCK A pair of 
Mormon missionaries visit 
a woman in Germantown, 

Md. Baptists are scheduled 
to knock on a few doors 

during Crossover Salt Lake 
City, an evangelism blitz 

prior to the annual 
Southern Baptist 

Convention. Mormon 
leaders promise ta be 

welcoming, but a cultural 
clash is expected. 

(RN$ photo) _ 

Continued from page 1 
"One of our articles of faith is 

that we claim the privilege of wor­
shipping God according to the dic­
tates of our own conscience, and we 
allow all others the same privilege," 
said Mormon Church spokesman 
Don LeFevre. "So the last thing the 
church would want to do is be con­
frontive or contentious." 

About 12,000 delegates and 
guests to the annual meeting of 
Southern Baptists are heading to a 

· region that includes only 153 of the 
denomination' s more than 40,000 
churches. 
. Through an effort dubbed 
"Cr.ossover_ Salt "Lake C~ty," i;tbout 
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SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Send resume to: Cornerstone 
Baptist Church, 4451 Winchester 
Road, Lexington, KY 40509, Attn: 
Personnel Committee 

SEEKING: Minister of education 
for rapidly growing congregation ( 199 
new members in '97). Primary re­
sponsibilities include implementing 
improvements in education program 
and equipping teachers and leaders. 
Secondary responsibility will be asso­
ciate pastor. Learn more about us at 
our website: www .fbcmaryville.com. 
For consideration for this exciting role 
in our ministry team, please send a 
resume of experience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville, 
IL 62062. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary. 
Send resume: Personnel Committee, 
Farmdale Baptist Church, 1238 Dur­
rett Lane, Louisville, KY 40213-2080. 

SEEKING: Full-time preschooV 
children's minister for rapidly grow­
ing congregation ( 199 new members 
in '97). Primary responsibilities in­
clude developing and administering 
education programs for children birth 
to fifth grade. Learn more about us at 
our website: www .fbcmaryville.com. 
For consideration for this exciting role 
in our ministry team, please send a 
resume of experience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville; 
IL 62062. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and children, and full-time min­
ister of music and education. Interest­
ed persons should. send resume to: 
Latonia Baptist Church, P.O. Box 
15103, Covington, KY 41015, Attn: 
Search Committee. 
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2,500 Baptists are set to arrive early expect their kids to go and we've ere­
or stay after the convention to intro- ated a culture where the exceptions are 
duce Mormons and non-Mormons the kids that go," Roberts said. "I think 
alike to Baptist beliefs about Chris- somehow or another we have to turn 
tianity through block parties and that around." 
door-to-door and one-on-one evan- As the Baptists train their flock for 
gelism. next week, Mormon Church leaders 

Southern Baptists and Mormons say they are prepared to be good hosts. 
agree on most social issues. Both ve- Speaking at his church's annual 
hemently oppose abortion and por- General Conference in April, Mor­
nography, for example. But theolo- mon President Gordon B. Hinckley 
gy is another matter. offered some advice to his "saints," as 

Southern Baptists rely solely on the · Mormons refer to themselve_s. 
Bible as their volume of Scripture, but - "We acknowledge without hesita­
Mormons believe that both the Bible tion that there are differences between 
and the Book of Mormon-a transla- us," he said. "I hope we do not argue 
tion by church founder Joseph Smith over this matter. There is no reason to 
of gold tablets he said an angel re- debate it. ... We must not become dis­
vealed to him-'--are the word of.God. •. • agreeable as we talk of doctrinal dif-

• They also consider two other books- ferences. There ·is no place for acri­
including writings and revelations of mony." 
Smith-as additional scripture. But observers of the two move-

Mormons believe the dead are ments say clashes between the two 
able to enter God's kingdom when groups- whether theological or ver-
they are baptized by proxy. They bal-are inevitable. • 
also believe that all people have the . "I predict that each side will start 
potential to become gods. Baptists out their comments in a lovey-dovey 
and many other Christians consider way," said Anson Shupe, a sociology 
those beliefs unbiblical. professor at Indiana University-Pur-

Southem Baptists, with a total of due University in Fort Wayne, Ind. 
9,000 domestic and foreign mission- "Then they'll pull off the gloves." 
aries, admit to admiring Mormons' Baptists will probably accuse the 
contingent of 58,000 missionaries, Mormons of being a "cult" and Mor­
most of whom are young men. mons could respond that Baptists• 

"Mormons have created a mission- words are "just hate talk," Shupe said. 
ary culture ... where they basically His predictions have, in part, al-

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Ashland, Ky., is seeking a full time 
minister of music. Applicants should 
be energetic, responsible and possess 
leadership qualities. The position re­
quires blending of music and minis­
try. Prior experience is desirable, but 
not required. Interested parties should 
submit resumes to: First Baptist 
Church of Ashland, P.O. Box 787, 
Ashland, KY 41105. 

WANTED: 21 new/used church 
pews 14 feet long. Contact Tish Kno­
eller, (502) 245-5695 after 8:30 p.m. 
or write to P.O. Box 43004, Middle­
town, KY 40243. 

AVAILABLE: Minister called of 
God to preach and pastor a body of 
believers. For resume, call (502) 875-
7979 or write to: Larry E. McPherron, 
7979 Owenton Road, Frankfort, KY 
40601. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth/children. Good opportunity to 
expand to full-time. Send resume or 
contact: Harry Hargis, FBC, P.O. Box 
241, McDowell, KY 41647. (606) 
377-6168, 377-2476. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary 
for the church music department of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Com­
petitive compensation package. Con­
tact administrative services depart­
ment at (502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Ky., is seeking 
full-time associate pastor of worship/ 
music. Must be gifted in leading praise 
and worship style services in a seek­
er-sensitive environment. Significant . 
experience and education expected. 

• Send resume to: Bellevue Baptist 
Church, 519 W. Byers Ave., Owens­
boro, KY 42303, or fax to (502) 685-
5134. 

SEEKING: Part-time ministry as­
sistant for rapidly growing congrega­
tion (199 new members in '97). Pri­
mary responsibilities include counsel­
ing, senior adult ministry and some 
visitation. Learn more about us at our 
website: www.fbcmaryville.com. For 
consideration for this exciting role in 
our ministry team, please send a re­
sume of ~xperience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville, 
IL 62062. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music/worship. Contact: Pastor Andre 
Dugger, (615) 865-6262, or send re­
sume to: Grace Baptist Church, 1510 
Old Hickory Blvd., Nashville, TN 
37207. 

NEEDED: Vineyard laborers. 
Come plant seeds of "love, joy, peace, 
... and self-control," and watch them 
grow in children's lives. Make a dif­
ference with your life. Come join our 
caring professional team. Florida Bap­
tist Children's Home, Tallahassee, 
needs a Christian couple without chil­
dren. Excellentpay and benefits. Call 
Doug McWhirter at (850) 878-1458 
for information. Pray for us. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Barbourville, is looking for a minister 
of students. All applications and/or 
resumes need to be sent to: FBC, 20 l 
N. Main St., Barbourville, KY 40906, 
Attn: Search Committee. 

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land tour, 
Nov. 2-11. First class-only $1,795. 
Call Pastor Studie, (502) 247-8331. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Good potential for growth in 
youth department. 15 to 20 per week. 
Send resume or contact: Rodney 
Groff, 175 Mexico Road, Marion, KY 
42064; (502) 965-9026. 

ready come to pass. 
The presidents of both denomina­

tions have engaged in verbal sparing, 
prefacing their remarks with pleasant­
ries about being entitled to their opin­
ions. 

"We don• t go around running 
down any other church," Hinckley 
told a gathering of 12,000 Mormons 
at an Atlanta gathering in mid-May. 

Countered SBC President Tom 
Elliff: "The teaching of Mormonism 
clearly states their belief that theirs is 
the only true church and that all oth­
ers, including Baptists, are apostate." 

Shupe said Baptists will have to 
work harder than Mormons to avoid 
the appearance of being belligerent. 

"The Baptists are much more like­
ly to see this as a challenge," he said. 
"Mormons have a garrison mentality, 
where it's them against the world and 
it's been that way for the last centu­
ry." 

Whether the words are formal or 
informal, kind or unkind, come late 
June, when the annual meeting of the 
Southern Baptist Convention is histo­
ry, little may have changed. 

"I don't think either side is amena­
ble to real dialogue. They want to con­
vert the other side," said Shupe, the 
sociologist. "You're not going to end 
up with a bunch of ex-Baptists join­
ing the Mormon Church or vice ver­
sa." 

FOR RENT: 40-foot entertain­
er's bus for rent by small groups; 
driver included; rent from one week­
end up to one year. 16 seats, 6 
bunks, shower, lounges front and 
rear. Ride in comfort, arrive in style. 
Day: (606) 292-8877; Night: (606) 
485-4889. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Leitchfield, Ky., is seeking a full­
time minister of music. Responsibili­
ties include: sanctuary choir, graded 
choir program, handbe1I choir, youth 
instrumental ensemble, traditional and 
contemporary music services. Appli­
cants should send resume to: First 
Baptist Church, 106 East Walnut St., 
Leitchfield, KY 42754. 

SEE~NG: Two staff positions 
for Highland Baptist Church, Louis­
ville: Part-time minister of outreach 
(10-12 hrs/week); part-time minister 
of administration. Send resume to: 
Personnel Ministry Group, HBC 1101 
Cherokee Road, Louisville, KY 
40204. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, 
Fla., 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo avail­
able for vacation rental. Large pool, 
tennis courts, screened porch, love-

. ly secluded beach, bikes, canoe, 
kayak. Weekly rates- May through 
mid-December: $615. Call Pat 
Owen, (502) 895-8752 (home), or 
897-5079 (office). 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for worship services and choir. 
All inquiries please respond to: Mt. 
Freedom Baptist Church, 100 S. Lex­
ington Ave., Wilmore, KY 40390. 

RETREAT: Glorieta Conference 
Center. Stay with family spring, sum­
mer, fall or winter. Call (800) 797-
4222 to make reservations or for in­
formation. 
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Lawmakers debate abortion consent laws · 

WASHINGTON (RNS) - A 
congressional hearing May 21 
turned into a debate over the neces­
sity of laws requiring parental con­
sent for a minor to have an abortion. 

Rep. Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, R­
Fla., has proposed a bill that would 
make it a crime to transport a minor 
to another state to circumvent one . 
state's parental notice or consent 
laws regarding abortion. 

Representatives heard testimony 
from women who learned their 
daughters had been taken to other 
states for abortion only after medi­
cal complications developed. 

Critics· argued the bill, known as 
the Child Custody Protection Act, 

would make girls who fear the con­
sequences of informing their parents 
about pregnancies seek dangerous 
alternatives, including self-induced 
abortions. 

"The bill tells them to fend for 
themselves without any help from a 
responsible adult," said Rep. Nita 
Lowey, D-N.Y. "It tells them, 
'Don't tell your grandmother. Don't 
tell aJriend. In your greatest hour 
of need, you are on your own."' 

The bill would make it a federal 
offense for anyone other than a girl's 
parent or guardian to transport her out 
of state for an abortion if such action 
would circumvent parental involve­
ment laws in her home state. 

Senate Majority Leader Trent 
Lott, R-Miss ., and. House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, R-Ga., promised 
fast approval of the legislation so 
that it might be sent to the White 
House this summer. 

White House officials have said 
.the proposal raises enforcement, 
policy and constitutional problems. 

Teresa Stanton Collett, a law pro­
fessor at South Texas College of 
Law, said the bill would not prevent 
anyone from aiding a girl in a deci­
sion about a crisis pregnancy . "It 
merely requires any person assisting 
a young pregnant girl to abide by the 
state law of the girl's residence," 
Collett said. • 

Clinton vetoes vouc.her bill for Washington, D.C. 
WASHINGTON (RNS)- Presi­

dent Clinton vetoed a bill providing 
vouchers to aid parents of poor chil­
dren in Washington, D.C., to attend 
private or religious instead of public 
schools. 

The bill would have set aside 
vouchers of up to $3,200 for 2,000 
local children to use at private, reli­
gious or suburban public schools. 
Another 2,000 District of Columbia 
students would have received up to 
$500 in aid for tutors or other after-

hours assistance. The children would 
have been picked through a lottery. 

Clinton said the bill would have 
undercut public education. 

"We must strengthen our public 
schools, not abandon them," the pres­
ident said in a statement. "Although I 
appreciate the interest of the Congress 
in the educational needs of the chil­
dren in our nation's capital, this bill is 
fundamentally misguided and a dis­
service to those children." 

The House passed the voucher bill 

SENIOR~ADULTS 

1998' 
"Redeem the Time" 

l{ENTUCKY WEEK 
Ridgecrest® Conference Center 

October J 2 .... J 6, I 998 
Featuring: 

Pastor - Dr. Bill Patterson, Pastor, 
First Baptist Church, Henderson , KY 

Music - Gene Wright, Minister of Music Memorial 
Baptist Church, Frankfort; KY 

Choirs and other leaders from Kentucky 
COME WITH YOUR SENIORS 

EXPERIENCE KENTUCKY WEEK 
CHAUTAUQUA 

October 12- 16, 1998 

For more informati on on th is week or other locations 
call : La rry Mize ll, 61 5-25 l -282LI / E-ma il 

lmizell@bssb .com 

with a 214-206 vote, linking it with 
the Republican's election-year mes­
sage of repairing-public education by 
enabling more parental choice, ex­
panding local control and minimizing 
direct federal involvement. 

House Majority Leader.Dick Arm­
ey, R-Texas, said, "It says a lot about 
the character of our president that he 
would stand in the schoolhouse door 
and deny D.C.'s most vulnerable chil­
dren the opportunity for a decent edu­
cation." 

Faith-based drug 
programs would 
benefit from bill 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- House 
lawmakers have introduced a bill de­
signed to revitalize low-income com­
_munities through tax breaks and busi­
ness incentives. It would also allow 
communities to fund faith-based drug 
rehabilitation programs. 

Sponsors of the American Com­
munity Renewal Act introduced sim­
ilar legislation last year. That measure 
failed to gain momentum, partly be­
cause it included a controversial edu­
cation-voucher plan. 

Voucher initiative was removed 
this year to make the bill less contro­
versial. 

But the bill includes another pro­
vision expected to raise similar con­
cerns about the separation of church 
and state. The bill would allow up to 
l 00 communities to give public grants 
and vouchers for drug-addiction treat­
ment that could be used at faith-based 
facilities which view evangelism as 
part of their treatment. 

Sponsors of the plan say it would 
allow government to support pro­
grams that have a better track record 
of solving drug addiction problems. 
Leaders of religious programs stood 
with sponsors of the bill outside the 
Capitol to announce its introduction. 

Rep. James Talent, R-Mo., said the 
voucher provision would be permis­
sible because a recipient would get to 
choose where it is used. "If that's un­
constitutional then putting your Social 
Security check in the collection plate 

_ is unconstitutional," he said. 
But critics of the bi ll argue that 

government fund ing of religion, even 
in the form of a voucher, may create 
an excessive entanglement between 
church and stale. 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Religious persecution act passes house. Legislation 
targeting persecuted religious minorities abroad passed the 
U.S. House of Representatives May 14 with broad bipartisan 
support, despite the Clinton administration's opposition to the 
measure. The bill, th~ Freedom from Religious Persecution 
Act, passed on a 373-41 vote. The White House has signaled 
Its intention to veto the bill, claiming it could hinder U.S. 
foreign policy. A competing Senate measure introduced by 
Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., has the support of the influential 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, Sen. 
Jesse Helms, R·N.C. 

■ "Choose Life" license plate vetoed; Florida Gov. Lawton 
• Chiles vetoed an anti-abortion specialty license plate that 
would have said "Choose Life." Chiles said he vetoed the 
plate because ·ot its potential for divisiveness. A group called 
Choose Life Inc. collected 10,000 signatures and paid 

·· $30,000, both of which are required in Florida to get a 
specialty plate with legislative approval. Money collected from 
sales of the plate was to be distributed.among private groups 

that help w_omen seeking to put children up for adoption. • 

■ Oregon church ministers after shooting. Valley Hills 
Community Church drew about 150 worshipers for Sunday 

• worship May 24 in the park near Thurston High School, site · 
•. of the May_ 21 . shQoting frenzy that left two Springfield, Ore., 
• teens dead and 2Z others injured. Valley Hills, a new 

Southern Baptist congregation, usually meets in the 
a~dit,oriurn.and. cafeteria at Thurston High, but the school was 
still a yellow-taped active crime scene that Sunday. More than 
50 media organizations were on hand for the service. About 
$800 was collected for families of the victims. 

■ Federal abortion clinic law stands. A federal law 
• protecting access to abortion clin_ics withstood <!. Supreme 
Court challenge from North Carolina anti-abortion protesters. 
The protesters argued the 1994 Freedom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances Act discriminated against abortion opponents and 
also that Congress overstepped its authority to regulate 
interstate commerce when it passed the law. The court 
rejected these arguments without comment 

■ Blast may have killed church bomber. An explosion in a 
garage May 28 killed a Danville, Ill., man whom the FBI 
wanted to question in a local church bombing four days _ 
earlier. FBI spokesman Don Berecz would not call the man a 
suspect, but said he was "another individual on an extensive 
list of people to contact regarding" the bombing at First 
Assembly of God Church, according to Associated Press. 
That blast injured 33 people and blew open a church wall. 

■ 736 conversions registered at Detroit event. Organizers 
of an inner•city Detroit.evangelism conference registered 736 
people converting to Christianity May 10-15. Joe Ryckman, 
director of missions for Greater Detroit Baptist Association, 
said he was overwhelmed by the response. "I wish every 
pastor could have been here. Times like this make Christians 
r~alize what Christ has really called us to do." 

■ Update: Show with gay Christ figure gets threats. After 
initially scrapping plans to produce a new play that fealures a 
homosexual Christ-like figure, the theater now says it will 
host the show. "Corpus Christi" features a lead character who.· 

• embarks on a spiritual journey and ends up having sex with 
disciples who follow him. "In our 25-year history, we have 
never censored a play nor turned a play down because of 
content," said Lynne Meadow, Manhattan Theater Club's 
artistic di rector. The theater received many protests and five 
specific death threats, said Barry Grove, the theater's 
executive producer. 

■ ·New TV network geared to families. A new television 
network is scheduled to debut in September with family­
oriented programming that excludes gratuitous sex and 
violence. Pax NET is the creation of Lowell Paxson, who owns 
78 TV stations. Paxson, who made his mark by launching the 
Horne Shopping Network, told the Washington Post the new 
channel wi ll feature "programming that any member of the 
family can watch without being offended. Our promise is no 
gratu itous sex, no violence, no obscene language." 



By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Midlane Park Baptist 

Church in Louisville, and 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 

Clifton Baptist Church in 
Louisville. Holladay and 

Hager welcome feedback 
or suggestions for book 

reviews. Contact them 
• via e-mail at: 

docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@juno.com 
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Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 
Church: Finding a Better Way to 
Influence our Culture. Dean Merrill. 
Zondervan Publishing House, 1997. 
183 pages. $12.99. ♦♦♦ (outoffive) 

Knowing Dean Merrill's religious 
pedigree is important if we are to un­
derstand that this book is not another 
moderateniberal critique of right-wing 
Christian political activism. Merrill has 
served as an editor for David C. Cook 
and the Christian Herald, as well as 
having been vice president 
of the resource group at 
Focus on the Family. 

Coming from within 
the political activism of 
the Christian right, Merrill 
accomplishes three things 
in this brief, but pithy 
book: he offers us a look • 
at his personal journey in 
re-examining how Chris­
tians can best influence 
our culture; he submits an 
insightful critique of the 
world view of many well-meaning but 
misguided Christians (on both the left 
and right wings of Christian politics); 
and he presents a Biblically-based al­
ternative for influencing our culture. 

Merrill's chief critique of many 
politically active Christians is that 
their world view is not biblically 
sound. He argues that many have suc­
cumbed to "New Evangelical Deism," 
which affirms on one hand that "our 
God reigns," but then acts as if, 
"there's nobody here to manage things 
but us. We're in charge for the for­
seeable future." 

He challenges Christian political 
activists, on both left and right, to 

Honoring two juniors 
By Robert Dunston 

Each year at Cumberland Col­
lege's Honors Day convocation, we 
recognize the accomplishments of 
our students. Two of the special 
awards we present go to juniors 
who have demonstrated the poten­
tial for outstanding service to God 
apd others. • 

Dana Junker, the 

: I I 
make sure their perceptions of God's 
work in the world, our history as a 
nation and what is going on in the 
world are based on sound judgments 
and discernments. Jim Holladay 

Preaching from the Minor Prophets: 
Texts· and Sermon Suggestions. 
Elizabeth Achtemeier. Eerdmans 
Publishing, 1998. 143 pages. $14. 
♦♦♦ 

Elizabeth Achtemeier bemoans the 
fact that most people in 
the pew hear few sermons 
from the Minor Prophets. 
Her book is an excellent 
resource to help preachers 
mine the wealth of mate­
rial from the Minor 
Prophets. 

Achtemeier' s name is 
synonymous with excel­
lent scholarship and prac­
tical helps for sermon 
preparation. This book is 
not a disappointment. 

"Preaching" is not intended to replace 
commentaries on the Minor Prophets, 
but to point'to "preachable" texts and 
themes within them. With a chapter 
devoted to each minor prophet, Acht­
emeier summarizes the historical and 
theological contexts and then offers 
guidance on selected texts. A "Fea­
tures" section emphasizes aspects of 
the selected texts and then depends on 
the preacher to be drawn into the rest 
of the text of each book. Lastly, she 
offers sermon titles with horriiletical 
exposition. 

As a sermon preparation tool, 
Achtemeier' s work is splendid. Sound 
biblical interpretation stands behind 

lowship of Christian Athletes has 
extended his witness to others on 
campus as well. Woodyard has 
been instrumental in organizing and 
publishing a weekly newsletter to 
infonn all of us on campus of the 
activities of Baptist Student Union, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
and Campus Crusade. 

Woodyard has demonstrated the 

• daughter of Daniel and 
Linda Junker of Corbin, 
received the A.T. Siler 
Service Award. Junker, a 
music education major, 
serves as president of the 
chamber choir and as 
chaplain of the chorale. 
For three years she has 
sung with Abundance, 
bearing witness to her 
faith in Christ at many 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

power of cooperation 
among groups seeking to 
serve Christ. While the 
Christian ministries on 
Cumberland College's 
campus always have 
worked very well with 
one another, Woodyard 
has helped all of us real­
ize the wonderful work 
God is doing here as he 
works through so many 
students to touch lives. 

churches. Junker is also a member 
of the All-Collegiate Choir. 

Junker's smiling face and will­
ingness to use her time and talents 
for God have blessed many. She is 
one who does not hide her light 
under a basket but lets it shine forth 
to draw others to Christ. 

Jammie Woodyard, the son of 
Wendel and Vicki Woodyard of 
London, received the T.E. Mahan 
Service Award. Woodyard is a 
health education major. As a mem­
ber of Cumberland's baseball team 
he has been an inspiration to his 
teammates. His involvement in Fel-

Our Cumberland College stu­
dents are involved not just in aca­
demic pursuits but in service to 
Christ and to others. They are learn­
ing to manage their time and talents 
so they can effectively prepare 
themselves for even greater service 
while simultaneously ministering 
during their college years. Our stu­
dents inspire one another and our 
faculty and staff to greater service 
for the Kingdom of God. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 
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all that Achtemeier suggests. She 
writes in a simple and straightforward 
manner that provides the preacher 
stimulating insights into the Minor 
Prophets and the task of proclaiming 
the message today. Wayne Hager 

Crashing Without Burning: Life Atter 
Failure. David Matthews. Peake Road, 
1997. 114 pages. $16.95. ♦♦♦ 

David Matthews knows failure . 
Pastor of one of the most prominent 
Baptist churches in the South, the af­
fair Matthews was having with a 
church member was made public, and 
his life changed forever. 

Matthews seeks to "speak redemp­
ti vely to some of the things those who 
have experienced serious failure have 
in common." After 12 years of wres­
tling with his moral failure he shares 
his experience of being led by faith to 
a new place of hope. 

Failure is the death of an intention. 
Matthews classifies failures as either 
"power" or "moral." Power failures 
are really beyond our control, but 
moral failures we bring upon our­
selves. This distinction is important to 
Matthews because he sees a real blur­
ring of the lines in our society. In fac­
ing moral failure, one must see the 
essential spiritual nature of the failure 
and acknowledge the human capacity 
for irresponsible behavior and de­
structive choices. 

Matthews concludes that God nev­
er forsakes the failed person and 
through faith one can be led again to 
a new hope for life. The book is a good 
resource to put in the hands of those 
who desire to make a fresh start after 
serious failure. Wayne Hager 

Anointed Expository Preaching. 
Stephen Offord with David Offord. 
Broadman & Holman Publishers, 
1998. 368 pages. $24.99 ♦ 

Stephen Olford is acknowledged 
by many in the evangelical world to 
be one of the premier expository 
preachers. His son David is presi­
dent of the Stephen Olford Center 
for Biblical Preaching. Together 
they have written a thoroughgoing 
manual that urges preachers to re­
main faithful to a style of preaching 
that exposes Scripture "instead of 
imposing upon it." 

This manual looks at the three 
sides of the preaching task. Part one 
deals with the person and work of 
the preacher. The Olfords contend 
that a man (and they do mean 
"man") who fails to be faithful to his 
calling and work as pastor loses 
credibility as a preacher of the word. 

Part two examines the prepara­
tion it takes to preach expository 
sermons, while part three gives at­
tention to the content and act of 
preaching. Throughout the last two 
parts, they witness to the hard work 
it takes to preach faithfully. For ex­
ample, they recommend that a pas­
tor begin preparation on a sermon 
at least a week and a half before it is 
to be preached. 

Unfortunately the book falls 
short of what is promised in the ti­
tle. I found the book boring, cum­
bersome and repetitive. The lan­
guage is often preachy, telling us 
what we ought to think and do, with­
out providing helpful illustrations. 
Better books on expository preach­
ing are available. Jim Holladay 

James Forrester, Jesus freak 
If you had attended Hardee 

County Senior High School in 
Wauchula, Fla., when I did dur­
ing the turbulent years between 
1964 and 1968 you couldn't help 
but know James Forrester. 

Forrester was a "Jesus freak" 
before his time. He was the guy 
who carried a Bible to school, had 
a kind demeanor and made no 

have awakened to the fact that 
there are many ways to share the 
gospel, making it easier for peo­
ple of all ages to understand its 
significance for them today. 

Centrifuge, a week-long camp/ 
celebration of the gospel for young 
people, is. a great example of how 
far we've come. Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children'.s experience 

excuses for his Chris- · 
tian commitment. 

To 99.9 percent of us 
in the small school with 
Forrester, he was "some­
place most of us did not 
want to go." You 
couldn't help but ad­
mire him for taking a 
stand; you just didn't 
want to stand with him. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

last year at Campbells­
ville University was the 
first time an official 
Southern Baptist Con­
vention Centrifuge team 
shared its talents and en­
ergies with youth from 
residential and foster 
care. The week made a 
"good news" impression 
on everyone attending. 

We viewed Chris­
tianity during my high 
school days as "stuffy" 
because that was usual- Bill Smithwick 

Guess what? Centri­
fuge and Campbellsville 
have agreed to do it all 

' again this year! Last year 
ly the way it was pre­
sented. Now the old gospel story 
is presented in new good-news 
mediums, from more contempo­
rary music, to drama, magic and 
comedy. 

James Forrester was extreme­
ly sincere with his faith and de­
termination to live it among his 
peers. The problem was he just 
did not relate to who and where 
we were. I appreciate him very 
much today but couldn't under­
stand him then. Thank God we 

it all was made possible 
because so many of our friends 
across the state donated dollars for 
food and other expenses related to 
the camp. I want to thank our sup­
porters in advance for what they 
will do this year to make Centrifuge 

, 1998 even better than 1997. 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

, 

.... 



MISSIONS 
How would your congregation respond after a disaster? 
By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)_: 
Southern Baptist disaster relief of­
ficials are looking to train both fam­
ilies and churches to be more inten­
tional in their response to disaster 
situations. 

Through a new training initiative 
called the Disaster-Prepared 
Church, leaders hope to prepare 
Christians to meet needs and use the 
opportunity to share their faith. 

"What we want is for churches to 
be able "to respond and not react," 

said Mickey Caison, Southern Bap- spond-including escape routes, 
tist disaster relief coordinator and an shelter locations and a post-disaster 
adult volunteer mobilization associ- meeting place. 
ate for the North American Mission Another component is a "disas-
Board. ter kit" containing food, water and 

The disaster-preparedness train- supplies for the entire family for 
ing for both churches and individu- three days. During a major disaster, 
als already has been piloted in sev- Caison said it often takes three to 
eral states, and training seminars in seven days for a family to have re­
churches and associations soon will sources available. 
be offered nationally. "We're trying to help families 

On the family level, Caison said look at that period of time and de­
the goal is to encourage families to velop a strategy of how they would 
examine the possible disasters they • survive," he said. "In addition, we 
might face in their area, and make . want families to minister during 
detailed plans for how they will re- those times. We want believers to 

understand that there is a process in 

Exciting Career in Christian 
Retail Management 

which not only can they survive, but 
they can minister to neighbors and 
friends around them." • 

The church-preparedness train­
ing, which probably will involve 
key leaders on an association-wide 
basis, will take the same concept of 
preparedness to the church level. 
Included will be assistance in devel-

oping response plans to disasters in 
the community-from a single­
home fire _ to a catastrophic earth­
quake-and in the church itself. 

When a tornado threatens to 
strike during a worship service, for 
instance, it is important that leaders 
have a predefined plan for getting 
people to shelter quickly. And 
churches will be more effective in 
mobilizing for possible relief re­
sponses if thorough plans already, 
are in place. 
. Disaster-preparedness training 
has been offered by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
and the Red Cross, Caison said, "but 
none of them are looking at the as­
pect of ministry during that period 
of time." 

"We want to develop a leadership 
base ... so that when a state!s re- ·' 
sources are overwhelmed, we can 
bring in additional leadership from 
neighboring states to help provide 
that continuity," he said. 

Excellent salary and benefits package available. Relocation 
will be required to one of more than 70 book stores. Quali­
fications include: Four-year college degree or comparable 
business management experience; outstanding leadership; 
computer skills; strong vision for the future; and an active 
role in a Southern Baptist church. Send resume to: Retail 
Store Operations, Manager Training Search, 127 9th Ave. 
North, MSN 16_5, Nashville, TN 37234-0165, or fax to: (615) 
251-3622. 

;"'·· ?hf.':::-:;-·: ::=»::;-: .,:,;,{:}~\:/ 

Baptist Book Stores 
Lifeway Christian Stores 

Owned and operated by the Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 

Singles and stewardship 
Jesus' call to integrate into our 

lives Christian financial steward­
ship practices is a call to each of us 
regardless of our financial circum­
stance or marital status. I believe 
God's purposes for our possessions, 
however great or small, change as 
the circumstances of our lives 
change. 

Single adults, particularly those 

ly his home church where he was 
reared and the church where his 
membership would be at his death. 

Laurie Valentine, our trust coun­
sel, was able to show him how to 
structure his estate plan to accom­
plish his/God's purposes and to 
minimize any taxes payable at his 
death. This included advice about 
which assets to give to family, to 

who have never married, 
often put-off that aspect 
of Christian stewardship 
we call Christian estate 
and incapacity planning. 
They conclude they (a) 
don't have enough pos­
sessions to worry about 
yet, (b) will get around to 
it later or ( c) will wait 
until they marry and start 
a family. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

friends and to his favor­
ite Baptist causes. Most 
people do not realize the­
difference it makes in 
death taxes to distinguish 
which assets to give to 
individuals and which to 
give to charitable organi­
zations. An effective 
Christian estate plan 
should coordinate one's 
will with one's life insur­
ance and retirement ac­
count beneficiary desig-

Recently we had the 
opportunity to advise a Barry Allen 
single in his early 30s. He 
had a good job, two life insurance 
policies, the beginnings of a retire­
ment account and a checking ac­
count. He rented an apartment. His 
mother and father were deceased, 
but he had two siblings and some 
close friends he wanted to include 
in his estate plan. He had deter­
mined God's purposes at _this point 
in his life, and he wanted to put in 
place a plan that included provi­
sions for (a) his siblings, (b) his 
close friends and ( c) those Baptist 
causes dear to his heart, particular-

nations. And, a plan like 
this is revocable and amendable so 
changes can be made as one's cir­
cumstances change. 

Let me suggest you prayerfully 
read Matthew 25:14-30 and Luke 
12:35-48. Then call toll free Laurie 
Valentine or me toll-free at (888) 
254-5701 and give us the privilege 
of assisting you. There is no cost or 
obligation. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 

20' to 37' Buses by Champion 
Motor Coach, Inc. 

CHURCH BUSES 
(Ask about our rental bus program) 

. . • 12 to 43 adult capacity 
• Used _buses for sale-We buy used bus~s 

• Guaranteed buy-back-program • • 

• CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
328 Southgate Court 

~ 
~ 
~ 

·S 
C-5 

Brentwood, TN 37027 

(800) 370-6180. 
(615) 376-2287 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Crusader: is-passenger (No CDL license required) 
( 13 with rear storage compartment) 

2,000 become 
Christians from El 
Nino io Ecuador 

GUAYAQUIL, 
Ecuador (BP)-The rain 
wouldn't stop and the 
flood waters rose, 
forcing thousands of 
people from their 

. homes. 
It doesn't sound 

much like a prime 
evangelism opportunity, 
but more than 2,000 
people accepted Christ 
during a two-week 
period earlier this year 
as a result of flooding 
caused by El Nino 
storms. 

Linda and Guy Muse, 
Southern Baptist 
International Mission . 
Board missionaries to 
Ecuador, have safely 
weathered more than 50 
inches of rain in the past 
five months-well above 
Ecuador's annual 
average of 43 inches. 

Muse helped 
coordinate a ministry to 
Ecuadorians who did not 
fare as well. Sprawling 
slums have been built in 
areas vulnerable to 
widespread flooding and 
mudslides, which 
displaced an estimated 
20,000 people and killed 
222. Thousands of 
others stuck with their 
meager possessions 
despite rising water. 

"If they leave their 
homes, they will be 
looted," Muse said. "The 
water is contaminated, 
and it presents some 
serious health issues." 

Health needs 
prompted a volunteer 
team of medical 
professionals from the 
United States to spend 
two weeks in Guayaquil 
seeing more than 5,000 
patients from all parts of 
the country. More than 
2,000 accepted Christ as 
Savior . 

"Some people stood 
in line for 24 to 48 hours 
to receive medical 
attention," Muse said. 
"We counseled with 
every one of them and 
shared the gospel with 
everyone.that came 
through. Their physical 
need made them very 
aware of their spiritual 
need." 
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PEOPLE 
• PRAY.ER 
PARTNERS 

_ Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ CYNTHIANA- Cynthiana bourne Heights Church to pursue a 
doctor of musical arts degree at Cin­
cinnati College's conservatory of 
music. Ken Orr resigned as minister 
of education and leadership develop­
ment to take a position with a com­
puter firm in Jeffersonville, Ind. ■ A refreshing vacation 

for St Petersburg 
missionaries Joe and 

Gloria Deleon as they 
spend time in the States. 

. Church will celebrate the 20th anni­
versary of"Little Switzerland," its 16-
acre recreational park June 7. Bill Jag­
gers will speak. For more information, 
call (606) 234-1575. Wayne Spivey 
is pastor. 
■ GREENVILLE- Cave Springs 
Church recently calledJeffMorris as 
pastor. He previously was pastor at 
Gupton Grove Church in Quality . 

Cloverleaf Church will host Still­
water of Hopkinsville in a gospel 
music concert June 14 at 6 p.m. For 
more information, call (502) 367-
0218. Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor. 

■ Dick and Mari lyn 
Beaudoin of Moscow 

ask for prayers for 
patience .. 

■ LOUISVILLE-Joy Wallace re­
signed as minister of music at Mel- Baptist Tabernacle called Micha-

■ International Service 
Corps missionary Ginny 

Parrish as she teaches 
English at the seminary 

in Moscow. 

. ■ Someone to replace 
International Service 

Corps missionary Jane 
Meredith in Penza, 
Russia, when her 

teaching term ends this 
summer. 

■ Dick Risas, director of 
missions for 

Massachusetts Baptist 
Association, and his 

wife, Lila. 

The class of 1998 
What a special blessing it is for any school to 

conclude the school year with a graduation pro­
gram. Like most of the seniors, we have mixed 
emotions about graduation. We are happy to see 
these young people reach this special milestone. 
At the same time, we will miss seeing these stu­
dents rrext year. We have had many of these se­
niors for the past four or five years. Some in the 
class of '98 have been here since the sixth grade. 

We have seen them·grow physically, mental­
ly, socially and spiritually. Two or three 
in the class. are well over six feet tall. 
One is going into the Marines. Another 
has a job in Louisville. Several have 
made a lot of progress socially. When 
they came to us we knew they did not 
make friends easily. A person can be 
really unhappy when he or she does not 
have many friends. I am thinking of one 
in this class who was very smart, was 
involved in various athletics and was a 
pleasant person to be with. She never 
created any problems for anyone, but 
was not able to meet and keep friends. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Keeping in mind that about half of our students 
are doing very poor work academically when they 
come to us, it is rather amazing that over half of 
this class received advanced diplomas. 

To receive an advanced diploma, a student 
must meet all standard diploma requirements. 
Additionally, he or she is required to take algebra 
1, algebra 2 and geometry, plus an extra year of 
science, social studies and fine arts and two years 
of a foreign language. 

One of the seniors who came to OBI 
five years ago said, "I could have been 
doing a lot better, (back home) but I 
lacked the motivation and self-esteem 
to do so. I think the most ironic thing is 
that a once-failing child has taken ev­
ery advanced placement course Onei­
da has to offer." What an honor to rec­
ognize all those students who received 
advanced diplomas. You may be inter­
ested to know 78 percent of the 1998 
class plan to continue their education, 
and 10 percent are entering the military. 

At graduation she acknowledged her W.F. Underwood 
For the first time in recent memory, 

we had graduation on Saturday. Tradi­
tionally our graduation and baccalaure­

are services have been on Sunday. We did this to 
make it easier on the families who have to travel 
long distances to get here. Often those folks had 
to miss work on Monday because they got back 
home too late for work the following day. 

gratitude for growing so much socially 
while at Oneida Baptist Institute. 

It is always exciting for me to see the academ­
·ic progress these students have made. Historiciu­
ly, about half of our students are making failing 
grades when they come to Oneida. Normally, their 
low grades are not the result of being weak stu­
dents, but are the result of serious personal or fam­
ily problems. Many of these students begin to 
make progress within the first month or so. Oth­
ers take a little long~r to develop better study skills 
and to get motivated. There are some who are tru­
ly weak students and will be part of our tutoring 
program until they can succeed in regular classes. 

It was truly a special day for all ofus. We look 
forward to having these students visit us in the 
years to come. The odds are pretty good that some 
in this class will return to be a part of the Oneida 
ministry. Clmently 27 of our faculty and staff are 
Oneida graduates. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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el Shell as pastor May 17. Shell pre­
viously was youth director at Mount 
Zion Church in Elizabethtown. 

Lyndon Church called Wendy 
Amiet as minister to youth. She is a 
student at Southern Seminary. Amiet 
will begin her new ministry June 1. 
■ MORGANTOWN- Frank Dor­
ris, pastor of Big Muddy Church, has 
resigned and is available for supply 
and interim work beginning July 1. 
Contact him at 108 Deer Pond Drive, 
Morgantown, Ky. 42261; (502) 526-
2514. 
■ PLEASUREVILLE- Cropper 
Church recently called Herb Slaugh­
ter as pastor. 
■ SHELBYVILLE- Graefenburg 

Church called Russ Brown as pastor. 
■ SOMERSET- First Church will 
host Lamelle Harris in concert Aug. 
23. For more information, call (606) 
678-5106. 

Camp Ground Church recently 
called Douglas Williams of Knox­
ville, Tenn. , as pastor. 
■ WEST PADUCAH- Mount Zion 
Church ordained Chad Davidson to 
the gospel ministry May 31. David­
son is minister of music and youth at 
Bellview Church in Paducah. 

CORRECTION 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE- Pleasant 
Hill Church celebrated the 50th anni­
versary of its facilities April 16. 

FIELD DAY Oneida Baptist Institute celebrated its annual field day May 7. ■ Left: Toyotaka 
Takita (left) and Ace Choate engage in some "sumo wrestling." The recent rains only 
added to the challenge. ■ Above: Elias Israel (right) and Blake Barfield try to hoist a not­
so-little hog during the pig wrestling event. The pigs we;e raised on the school's farm. 
(Oneida photos by Denise Spencer) 

Through flood and fire 
The water leak started the day 

Charlie and Pat Dean moved into 
Moore Hall. Other residents were 
not surprised. The building has the 
name "drip pan hall." 

The Deans' children, Sarah, 9, 
and Leah, 7; thought the water was 
fun to walk through. "We adjusted 
and it was contained near one wall," 
Mrs. Dean observed. Maintenance 

cipleship courses· at New Hope 
Baptist Church," he said. Dean be­
came a deacon and both of them 
had leadership in Sunday school, 
Royal Ambassadors and Girls in 
Action. Mrs. Dean was vacation 
Bible school director. Last October 
Dean baptized their daughters in a 
service that featured four deacons 
baptizing family members. An "Ex­

employees finally locat­
ed a water pipe pinhole 
leak. The apartment now 
bears another name. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

periencing God" Bible 
study group became a 
turning point. "I think the 
course should be required 
of every Christian," Mrs. 
Dean testified. 

"We call it the Shad­
rack Shack- it was on 
fire but didn't burn," 
Mrs. Dean said. While 
she was visiting their 
home church, Dean had 
a grease fire. During the 
recent heavy rains they 
received a warning that if 
the water rose two more 
feet residents would Bill Whittaker 

God uses their train­
ing and experience. Mrs. 
Dean, a registered nurse, 
assists in the campus 
medical clinic. Dean 
works on the campus se­
curity patrol. Charlie will 
go to Alaska in June as 
part of a student mission 
team. "This is my first evacuate. "We've been 

through the flood and the fire," 
Dean declared. You can understand 
their ·excitement when volunteers 
started remodeling Moore Hall. The 
structure received a new roof, win­
dows and vinyl siding. 

The Deans grew up in Jackson 
County. He came to Clear Creek 
after eight years on police forces in 
Lexington and Versailles. "I was 
saved at age 15 but put the Lord on 
the side for many years. Our pastor 
James Allen got us involved in dis-

opportunity beyond the local 
church," he noted. 

With more family time at Clear 
Creek the Deans have become clos­
er to each other and to God. "We 
are thankful for salvation and the 
honor of serving the Lord," Dean 
said. "After years of working with 
some of the worst people, it is great 
to be here with some of the best." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 . 



PEOPLE 
Military chaplains gaining new recruits for Christ 
By James Dotson . 
SBC North American Mission Board 

FORT BRAGG, N.C. (BP)- The 
Sunday morning All-American Ser­
vice at Fort Bragg is no ordinary U.S. 
Army chapel service. 

Chaplains often wear jeans. 
A praise team, accompanied by 

drums and guitar, leads worship. 
Video clips and live drama high­

light message themes. 
Most significantly, many young, 

single soldiers are in attendance­
many of whom have made new or re­
newed commitments to Christ as a 
result of their involvement. 

Those changed lives were precise­
ly what the chaplains had in mind 
when they started the service about a 
year and a half ago. And despite the 
risky departure from military tradition, 
their success has been noticed. 

"I really think this concept is go­
ing to be not only the accepted meth­
od, but probably the directed method 
of chapel service in the Army to 
come," said Lt. Col. Jerry Graham, 
leader of the team of chaplains respon­
sible for the service. 

"We're going to have to under­
stand that we must focus on our target 
audience, and that is the single soldier. 
And the more we 'focus, the more ser­
vices we are going to do like the All­
American Service." 

Graham was one of four Southern 
Baptists on the original team of six 
chaplains who started the service. Al­
though Southern Baptist military 
chaplains are commissioned and com­
pensated as officers, their ministries 
are endorsed and given non-financial 
support by the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board. 

The idea for the All-American Ser­
vice grew out of a shared burden for 
the thousands of soldiers around them 
who didn't attend chapel. 

"We noticed out of 100 to 150 peo­
ple, we could literally count on one 
hand the number of young single sol­
diers in that service," said Capt. Dav­
id Mikkelson, another Southern Bap­
tist on the team who now has primary 
preaching responsibilities. . 

Those attending chapel "were 
mostly officers and senior enlisted and 
their families ... in their 30s, 40s and 
50s," Mikkelson said. "God just im­
pressed on our hearts this was not why 
we came to the Army. I didn' t come 

INNOVATIVE WORSHIP Capt. David Mikkelson often preaches in jeans and a baseball 
cap during the All-American Service at Fort Bragg. The service, with video clips and other 
high-tech support, is an effort to attract non-Christian single enlisted people to a worship 
service. "I didn't come here to just maintain the status quo," Mikkelson said. (BP photo 
by James Dotson) 

here to just maintain the status quo." 
• Army chapel services normally 

come in just a few flavors, Mikkelson 
explained. There are services for Cath­
olics, Protestants, the African-Ameri­
can community and occasionally for 
other groups with special needs. But 
he used an analogy by California Pas­
tor Rick Warren for why they started 
an entirely new service. 

"It's like a radio station trying to 
attract listeners by playing every style 
of music," Mikkelson said. "If every 
song changes style, who's going to 
listen? Nobody. So it really backfires." 

Capt. Dave Shoffner, another 
Southern Baptist who previously had 
started several nontraditional services 
in California, was the initial "senior 
pastor." Graham said he initially was 
mystified by such concepts as video 
clips during a service, but he soon 
became convinced the idea would 
work. 

''The bottom line for me is just us­
ing a different method, but proclaim­
ing the same message," Graham said. 

They even gained approval to use 
the Hall of Heroes, a memorial to war 
heroes, for the services. "We inten­
tionally chose this building because it 
is not a chapel building," Mikkelson 
said. "It's informal, comfortable and 
also very identifiable . ... The soldiers 
know where it's located." 

Each Sunday morning the military 

auditorium is transformed into a wor­
ship center. Signs are posted out front, 
equipment is set up and even the 
straight rows of chairs are curved to­
ward the center to encourage partici­
pation in worship. 

Chaplains occasionally walk 
through the barracks encouraging sol­
diers to come as they are. Informality 
is the rule, but the service, with com­
puter· graphics and other liigh-tecfi 
support, requires more preparation 
than traditional chapel services, chap­
lains said. 

Relationships are of primary im­
portance to the target "baby buster" 
generation, Mikkelson said, so there 
is ample fellowship time- whether 
through refreshment time after each 
service, monthly outdoor dinners dur­
ing the summer or small groups that 
meet during the week. 

Mikkelson said targeting busters 
also requires a complete change in 
how the truth in Scripture is present­
ed. Chaplins can't assume soldiers 
believe in the authority of the Bible. 
Initially, biblical truth often is accept­
ed only on the basis of its perceived 
relevance to daily life. 

"After a while they kind of scratch 
their head and say, 'This must be true; 
it works,"' said Mikkelson. "And 
when they get to the point when they 
say, 'I want to follow this Jesus that 
you're talking about,' then you can 

lead them in the traditional doctrines 
of Scripture." 

A "biblical exploration" class is 
offered after the service each Sunday, 
and leaders are working to begin on­
going discipleship opportunities. 

Chapel services are generally a 
secondary responsibility for military 
chaplains, who are kept busy with 
counseling and other full-time respon­
sibilities for between 500 and 1,000 
soldiers and their families. 

The All-American Service chap­
lains specifically volunteer for the 
extra duties, however. Specialist Luke 
Heibel, who has attended for many 
months, said that sort of dedication 
doesn't go unnoticed. 

"They just try to get on every­
body's level," he said. "They can un­
derstand a lot of the doubt and the 
negative stereotypes of Christianity. 
They can understand how contradic­
tory (the gospel) is to the world: And 

. they really try to relate it to you. 
"It's strengthened my faith, it's 

convicted me in a lot of ways and it's 
motivated me to get involved in a lot 
of ways," he added 

The service also has helped Heibel 
introduce others to Christ. "I have a 
hard time witnessing to people a lot 
of times, but I know that if I bring 
them there they are going to get a good 
gospel message and a good perspec-
tive of how real Christians are." • 

; Sgt. Michael Hayhurst: sergeanf in I 

charge on the leadership team, said the 
service allows many nominal Chris­
tians who "start hanging around with 
the wrong crowd" to discover their 
own Christian identity. 

As of early April, 21 people had 
made first-time commitments to 
Christ, and 73 had made recomrnit­
ments. More than 600 first-time visi­
tors have filled out attendance cards 
at the service, but chaplains believe 
about 1,000 people actually have at­
tended. Attendance currently averag­
es about 100 and is growing. 

Mikkelson said their detractors still 
see the service format as a dangerous 
concession to culture- "that we are 
changing church to match the world." 

"Of course we'd all like to see the 
church impact the culture ... but in 
order to do that we have to gain a hear­
ing," he said. ~•so we remove as many 
barriers as we can so that they can 
come in and hear the message of 
Christ." 

Girls in Action use e-mail parties to learn about missionaries 
By Dana Williamson 
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger 

McLOUD, Okla. (BP)- When 
• Lottie Moon was a missionary in Chi­
na, it took months to receive mail from 
the United States. Today, correspon­
dence around the world is almost in­
stantaneous. 

A group of Girls in Action from 
First Baptist Church of McLoud, 
Okla., discovered the miracle of elec­
tronic mail and of Baptist missions 
when they sent ·messages to 15 mis­
sionaries during an e-mail party at the 
home of their GA leader. 

Lynette Weaver, whose brother, 
Monte Erwin, is a missionary in Riga, 
Latvia, said her mother and brother 

have been carrying on Internet con­
versations since he's been in Latvia. 

"He told me how he wanted me to 
get on the Internet because it is so • 
wonderful for him to be able to com­
municate with us in that way," said 
Weaver, whose husband, Dan, is pas­
tor of the McLoud church. 

Weaver said when her family be­
gan their e-mail correspondence with 
Erwin earlier this year, he noted how 
messages from the States were help­
ing his family deal with culture shock. 

"That gave me the idea to send 
messages from our GA group," 
Weaver said. "We thought it would 
give our GA program a little boost and 
also help our girls learn more about 
the countries we sent e-mail messag-

es to." 
Erwin sent Weaver e-mail address­

es for 15 missionaries. Among the ar­
eas represented were Poland, Scot­
land, Mexico, the Caribbean and New 
York. 

The 20 girls gathered at the Weav­
er home, decorated banners with 
greetings for the countries to which 
they would send messages, ate foods 
from those countries and settled at the 
computer to send messages. 

"My brother sent the girls a spe­
cial e-mail which arrived at the time 
of the party," Weaver noted. "He 
talked about how much he thought 
Lottie Moon would have enjoyed e­
mail." 

Weaver said the girls sent messag-

es to the missionaries through an In­
ternet site that has animated greeting 
cards. 

"We have received several replies · 
from the missionaries," Weaver said. 
''They have all really appreciated what 
we did. They have shared prayer re­
quests, told about themselves and the 
work they do. It has really been a ed­
ucation for our girls." 

Weaver noted the girls are going 
to continue to learn more as addition­
al replies come in. 

"One of the missionaries in the 
Caribbean is desiring an ongoing re0 

lationship with her GA," Weaver said. 
"We will continue to use e-mail as a 
method of educating our GAs on mis­
sions around the world." 

"We remove as 
many barriers as 
we can so that 
they can come in 
and hear the 
message of 
Christ." 
Southern Baptist 
chaplain David 
Mikkelson 

"We will continue 
to use e-mail as a 
method of 
educating our GAs 
on missions around 
the world." 
Girls in Action leader 
Lynette Weaver 
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~tting out a church newsletter doesn't have 
to be this difficult. The Western Recorder's 

_ church new&page plan offers an easier and lesEJ 
&1tpensive way. Give your church secretary a 

break. can (B02) 244-6473 today. 

Western Recorder 
Practical Resources for Christian Living 
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