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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

• Are Americans 
truthful about 
how 9ften they. 
attend church? 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

CHICAGO- Asking Amer­
icans whether they attended 
church last Sunday is about as 
reliable as asking how many 
times they had sex or whether 
they voted in the last election, 
according to sociologists Kirk 
Hadaway and Penny Long 
Marler. ' 

Responses to ~11 those ques~ 
tic)ns may be based on an indi­
vidual's perception of what ought 
to be or what they would like to 
be, thlresearchers suggest. 

Hadaway and Marler turned 
the heads of the religio.us polling 
world in 1993 when they ·said the 
oft-cited figure that 40 percent of 
Americans attend church·every 

• week is vastly overstated. "" . 
For decades; the Gallup Poll 

and other polls have r~ported 
American church attendance 
holding relatively stelldy, at about 
40 percent of the population. 

· Hadaway and ¥arler; both from 
1 

• Southern Baptist backgrounds, • 
became increasingly suspicious 
because if the polls were correct, 
and if U.S. population.is indeed 
increasing as reported, then total 
church memberspip in the U.S: 
should be increasing. But it isn't. 

So along with another col­
league they undertook an exhaus~ 
tive survey of Ashtabula Coun­
ty, Ohio, counting actual noses at .. 
every . church in . the county .and 
comparing those ~gures to ~imul-

• taneous polling data on how, 
many people in the county said' 
they attehded church that week:/ 

Instead of 40 percent of Pfot~ 
estants attending church as they 
o Se,e Do, 1meric~ns ... , page, J3v 

COME TO WORSHIP Crowds converge on a church just outside Dodoma, Tanzania, where members of the Gogo people group worship. 
The 1.3 million Gago in the region suffered a severe famine during the past year. But amid conditions that could have destroyed the 
Gogos, Southern Baptist International Mission Board missionaries demonstrated the love of God. Kentucky Baptists recently entered a 
partnership to work with Tanzanian Baptists and /MB missionaries working there. (BP photo by By Bill Slate) 

Tanzani" famine relief spreads God's love 
By Marty Croll 
SBC International Mission Board · 

DODOMA, Tanzania (BP)-The 
Gogo people who live in the Dodoma 
region of Tanzania farm tiny plots of 
land where they grow a yearly food 
ration according to the mercies of the 
rainy season. 

The "rainy" season of J 997 wasn't 
so merciful. A drought caused most 
crops to wither. Others flowered hope­
fully, then drooped and died. The few 
that persevered bore only a fifth of the 
region's normal annual yield. 

But in conditions that could have 
meant destruction to the Gogo people, 
Southern Baptist International Mis-­
sion Board missionaries seized a way 
to demonstrate the love of God to 

them. The missionaries' efforts helped 
relieve the suffering, save lives, build 
local churches and lead residents to 
become Christians. 

By last fall the Gogo were in the 
early stages of starvation, and Tanza­
nian officials declared Dodoma one of 
five regions in a state of famine. Many 
parents left children and traveled to 
distant areas looking for work and 
food. If they did return, they often 
found their children dead. 

Food is available in Tanzania- for 
a price. It costs $4 to feed a family for 
a week. The 1.3 million people of 
Dodoma are subsistence farmers who 
make an average of only $60 a year. 

Working with Tanzanian pastors 
and youth trained in evangelism, mis­
sionaries Olan and Lynn Burrow or-

ganized a project to provide food for 
Gogo people in 10 areas where Bap­
tist churches are located. Again and 
again, the busy pastors and youth vol­
unteered to help in the project. 

Using $254,000 in Southern Bap­
tist World Hunger Funds, they bought 
and distributed enough com and da­
gaa, a small protein-2acked fish, to 
feed 31,000 people for a month. They 
also distributed seed corn for the cur­
rent growing season. The teams visit­
ed each village once a month for four 
months, and stayed to ensure every 
bucket of food got into the hands of 
those who needed it. 

Relief teams gave hungry villag­
ers as much as 20 tons of food in four 
hours, but the task seemed 
o See Tanzania famine ... , page 10 

Kentucky churches preparing to co-host reconciliation event 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-Surviving seven 
massacres had left Antoine Rutayisire 
bitter, full of hatred- and comfortable 
with both. • 

In his 40-plus years he had seen so 
many family members and friends die 
in his native Rwanda that he had built 
a wall of anger and resentment around 
himself. And he defied anybody or 
anything to break through. 

But the words of a book got to the 
professor of English literature. 

It was Rutayisire' s habit to read for 
hours each evening just to pass the 
time- but he carefully avoided read­
ing anything that would disturb his 
hatred. 

In that frame of mind, he picked 
up a Bible. 

"I considered the Bible to be the 
most boring, non-threatening book 

possible," he said. It was safe. 
He was wrong. After reading the 

Bible for hours on end, he became a 
Christian. The Bible changed his life. 
Eventually the bitterness inelted away 
and turned to love, he said. 

Now. Rutayisire's passion is help­
ing other people heal from experienc­
es similar to his. He works full time 
with African Enterprise, a Christian 
group that seeks to bring healing and 
reconciliation to estranged peoples 
across the African continent. 

Rutayisire will be one of more than 
100 people from around the world 
who will tell stories of how God is 
working to bring reconciliation at the 
Reconciliation Networks of Our 
World conference Nov. 4-7 at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louis­
ville. 

"Those people who attend will 
nave the unique opportunity to meet 
_grass-roots Christians like Antoine 

and hear first-hand their storie~ of ag­
ony and redemption through God's 
work in their lives," said Larry Mar­
tin, chairman of the local coordinat­
ing committee. The conference, he 
said, is "international, grassroots and 
story-driven." 

RNOW is sponsored by an infor­
mal coalition of Christians from vari­
ous denominations and is based in 
Atlanta: Reid Hardin, a Southern Bap­
tist, and John Wolfe, a Methodist, 
serve as directors. Louisville pastors 

• Lincoln Bingham of St. Paul Baptist 
Church and Leslie Hollon of St. Mat­
thews Baptist Church will co-host the 
November meeting. . 

The November conference will · 
continue a process begun at Coven­
try, England, in September 1997 of 
gathering Christians from around the 
world to share their reconciliation sto­
ries, according to Hardin. Ten Ken­
tuckians were among the 400 people 

who attended that meeting. 
RNOW will feature plenary ses­

sions, forums and workshops led by 
Christians from across the United 
States and around the world, accord­
ing to Martin. Six plenary sessions 
will include music, drama and recon-

. ciliation stories led by Christians from 
six continents. 

Twenty-five two-hour forums will 
give participants opportunity to hear 
Christians tell their stories as well as 
engage in dialogue with them. More 
than 40 workshops will focus on the 
how-tos of reconciliation, including 
racial, economic, political, gender and 
religious reconciliation. 

Registration is $150 per person, 
half to be used for travel scholarships 
for Christians coming from around the 
world. For information, call Larry 
Martin (502) 245-4101, Reid Hardin 
(770) 934-7955 or St. Matthews Bap­
tist Church (502) 896-8882. 
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BAPTIST BITS Baptist committee appointee withdraws in protest 
■ Golden Gate Baptist 

Theological Seminary in 
Mill Valley, Calif., has 

launched a new 
intercessory prayer 
ministry. Students, 

faculty and staff and 
their families are 

committing to pray for at 
least 15 minutes a week 

for various requests 
coming into a campus 

prayer room. 

■ Roy Gresham, 
executive director­

treasurer of the Baptist 
Convention of Maryland/ 
Delaware from 1957-82, 

died May 26. He was 
diagnosed earlier this 

year with acute 
leukemia. 

■ Justice Anderson, 
director emeritus of 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
World Missions Center 

and profe$sor of 
missions, retired after 

the school's spring 
semester. He was a 

missionary to Argentina 
from 1959-74. 

. -
■ William Cooper, 

executive vice president 
at Georgetown 

University in 
Washington, has been 

elected president of the 
University of Richmond. 

He succeeds Richard 
Morrill, who will retire 

this year after 1 O years 
as president of the 
school, which has 

historic ties with the 
Baptist General 

Associatiorrtlf Virginia. 

By David Winfrey 
News Director 

MOON TOWNSHIP, Pa.-A 
Pennsylvania pastor has declined 
appointment to the Southern Baptist 
Convention's committee on com­
mittees in protest of the other ap­
pointee from his state convention. 

John Morris, pastor of West Hills 
Baptist Church in Moon Township, 
Pa., said he withdrew because the 
other appointee said he was appoint­
ed to address concerns about the 
theological direction of the Pennsyl­
vania-South Jersey Baptist Conven­
tion. 

Chris LaRue, associate pastor 
with youth at Mason-Dixon Baptist 
Church in New Freedom, Pa., is the 
other appointee for the SBC com­
mittee on committees. He said Mor­
ris has misinterpreted his remarks. 
"I really feel like he is trying to start 
something," said LaRue, 25. 

Morris, 42, said LaRue's ap­
pointment represents a disturbing di­
rection for conservative politicalac­
tivity in the SBC___;activity he said 
the local convention cannot afford 
to be a part of. 

"Quite honestly, the people I've 
talked to in my state aren't going to 
put up with it," he said. "We just 
don't have time to be shooting each 
other." 

The SBC committee on commit­
tees is responsible for appointing 
members of the committee on nom­
inations, which, in turn, nominates 
trustees to serve on the various na­
tional entities of the SBC. 

Morris said he called to talk to 
LaRue after they both were appoint­
ed and later had lunch with him be­
fore deciding to decline the appoint­
ment. Morris said he was concerned 
about both the reason LaRue said he 
was appointed and about LaRue's 
short tenure in the state. 

"He said he was put on that com­
mittee to address the concerns about 
the direction of the -convention," 
Morris said. "It was very troubling 
to me. It was very troubling to our 
executive board." 

But LaRue said he remembers 
the conversation differently. 

He acknowledged telling Morris 
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Pastor Johnson's wooden leg always 
made baptisms interesting. 
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that he wants "to try to keep the con­
vention conservative," but said he 
did not mean to imply he thought the 
state convention was off course. 
LaRue said he was "j ust saying, 
'We're both conservative, we're try­
ing to keep it conservative. Plain and 
simple.'" 

Asked by the Western Recorder if 
he had any concerns about the direc­
tion of the state convention, LaRue 
said, "Not more than anyone else." 

"We're far removed from any con­
troversies," he added. "Obviously 
that's the direction we want to keep it 
going." 

Morris, however, stood by his ver­
sion, saying he wrote down LaRue's 
quote because it surprised him. 

Morris said he understood LaRue 
to be saying the Penn-Jersey conven­
tion was becoming liberal, a charge 
Morris denies. 

In his letter to SBC President 
Tom Elliff declining the appoint­
ment, Morris said Ken Cademartori, 
senior pastor at Mason-Dixon, told 
Morris ,in a phone call that the Penn­
sylvania-South Jersey convention 
"needed his help getting back on 
course and only because of him was 
I on this committee." 

Pat Colladay, president of the 
Pennsylvania-South Jersey Baptist 
Convention, said he's seen no reason 
for concern in the direction of the con­
vention. 

"I've never seen our convention be 
in a better position than it is today. Our 

_ baptisms are up, our giving is up, ev­
erything is working very, very well," 
he said. 

Colladay said he contacted SBC 
President Tom Elliff after hearing 
from Morris. "Tom's a very gracious 
person. He didn't want to do anythi~g 
that would hurt or harm our state," 
Colladay added. "I'm sorry to hear 
that John declined that (appointment) 
because he's a good man and he's 
worked well with the state." 

Colladay said that if LaRue ex -
pressed concerns about the conven­
tion's directions they were made with­
out a knowledge of the Baptist work 
taking place in Pennsylvania and 
South Jersey. "He hasn't been here 
long enough to recognize the direc­
tion we're going in, and he will." 

David Waltz, executive director­
secretary for the Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey Baptist Convention, said the 
state convention has not been influ­
enced much by political activity in 
recent years. 

"I would say that the general atti­
tude is one of being in a mission set­
ting trying to be about kingdom work 
and often feeling that a lot of the SBC 
politics is the luxury of those who are 
not so much on the cutting edge of 
ministry and mission," he said. 

Mason-Dixon Baptist Church, 
which is near the Pennsylvania-Mary- _ 
land border, just recently aligned with 
the Pennsylvania-South Jersey con­
vention. It was started from a congre­
gation in Maryland and has been 
aligned with the Baptist Convention 
• of Maryland/Delaware, Waltz said. 

The church has been in conversa­
tion to join the Pennsylvania-South 
Jersey convention for a'bout three 
years, Waltz added, but it joined at 
about the time LaRue was appointed 
to the committee on committees. It 
would have joined earlier, Waltz said, 
but the church's constitution required 
changes to be dually aligned with both 
Pennsylvania-South Jersey and Mary­
land-Delaware conventions. 

Morris said he is concerned that 
Mason-Dixon might have a negative 
effect on what he said has been a har­
monious state convention. 

"It grieves me to the _point where 
I'm willing to go toe-to-toe with any­
body who would try to hinder that 
unity that we have right now in our 
convention," he said. 

Morris said he also objects to 
LaRue's selection because he has 
been in the state less than a year. "He 
hasn't even been in our state 10 
months," he said. "He didn't even 
know his own DOM (associational di­
rector of missions) or any other pas­
tors in his association." 

LaRue said he discussed that with 
Morris but believes that objection is 
pointed more toward those who ap­
pointed him. 

"I told him if those who appointed 
us were comfortable and confident 
with me then that's all I could go by," 
LaRue said. "I was confident in hav­
ing him as a partner and the access to 
the other pastors in Pennsylvania-

South Jersey." 
SBC bylaws state that committee 

on committee appointees must have -
been resident members for at least a 
year of a Southern Baptist church that 
either is in the state or affiliated with 
the convention of the state from which 
they are appointed. 

Morris said that when he expressed 
his concern to the SBC Executive 
Committee's office in Nashville he 
was told that "technically" LaRue 
would be a member of that church for 
a year by the time the committee has 
its first meeting June 8. 

Morris added that he expressed his 
frustration to SBC Executive Commit­
tee leaders in Nashville and an assis­
tant to Elliff at First Southern Baptist 
Church of Del City, Okla. 

"I said, 'What we don't need is 
guys in the South telling us dumb 
Yankees how to run our convention. 
We can take care of ourselves," Mor­
ris said. "I know that's not a good 
thing to say, and it's not very Chris­
tlike, but somewhere it's got to stop." 

While Morris questioned why pas­
tors with longer tenures in the state 
and in the state convention weren't 
appointed, Colladay said part of the . 
problem lies in the fact that Elliff re­
ceived only six nominations from 
throughout the state convention for 
SBC board and agency trustee posi­
tions. 

Morris said he_previoilsly has sid­
ed with the conservative leadership in 
the SBC, but "now it's given me a 
whole different spin, without a doubt." 

Morris said he now considers him­
self to be a conservative similar to 
Richard Jackson, the former moder­
ate-backed appointee for SBC presi­
dent who called himself an inerrantist 
but said he wouldn't limit leadership 
roles to only those who were just like 
himself. • 

"In the state convention l'ni con­
sidered to be an outspoken conserva­
tive. But in our state I'm respected 
because I respect the other people," 
Morris said. "I guess what I'm trying 
to do is encourage other conventions 
to put down the weapons of war 
against each other. We need to quit 
fighting each other and recognize that 
Satan's the enemy." 

Marv Knox elected editor of Texas Baptist paper 
DALLAS (ABP)-Marv Knox, 

former editor of the Western Record­
er and associate editor of the Texas 
Baptist Standard Baptist newspaper 

• since December 1995, will 
become the Standard's next 
editor when current editor 
Toby Druin retires Dec. 31. 

• The paper's board of di­
rectors tapped Knox, 41, to 
become the 13th editor of 
Texas Bapti~ts' weekly 
news journal in a meeting 
June 1. Knox 

''The board's unanimous 
choice of Marv Knox as editor-elect 
of the Standard confirms our feelings 
when he joined the paper almost three 
years ago that he very well could be 
at the helm upon the retirement of 
Toby Druin," said board Chairman 
Danny Andrews of Plainview. 

Druin praised Knox's election as 
his successor. • 

"I couldn'.t be more pleased with 
the action of our directors," said 

Druin, who announced to 
the board May 19 that he 
will close out a 22-year ca­
reer with the Standard- the 
last three as editor- at the 
end of this year. 

Knox accepted the deci­
sion of the board with ac­
knowledgment of the work 
of the editors who have 
served before him and a 

pledge to be faithful to their heritage. 
Knox came to the Standard from 

the editorship of the Western Record­
er, where he served 1990-95. Previ­
ously he was an editorofBaptist Press 
in Nashville; associate editor of the 
Baptist Message newspaper in Loui-

siana; director of news and informa­
tion at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville; and assistant 
news director for the Southern Bap­
tist Home Mission Board. 

He has written extensively on the 
relationship of church and state, Bap­
tist history and Christian ethics. He 
has written or co-written five books, 
and his writing and editing have been 
honored with awards from the Reli­
gious Public Relations Council and 
the Baptist Public Relations Associa­
tion. 

Knox is president of the Associa­
tion of State Baptist Papers and is a 
member of the board of directors of 
Associated Baptist Press. 

He is a Fort Worth native who was 
raised in a pastor's home, primarily in 
Perryton, Texas, in the state's Panhan­
dle. 
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Leaders laud church cooperation_ after youth event 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

NEW CASTLE- After more 
than 50 teenagers became Christians 
or rededicated their lives to God as 
a result of a recent area-wide youth 
rally, Kevin Whitt said he believes 
such inter-denominational events 
represent the wave of the future. 

"I believe it has to be if we' re go­
ing to do what Christ wants us to do 
and that's build the kingdom," said 
Whitt, youth and children's pastor 
at Pleasureville Baptist Church and 
a co-organizer of "Youth Quake." 

"We didn't call it a non-denomi­
national event; we didn't want to ig­
nore our differences. We called it an 
inter-denominational youth revival, 
he said." 

Organized by Whitt and Chris 
Kellogg, youth minister at New Cas­
tle Christian Church, the rally was 
sponsored by nearly 20 churches 
and more t!J_an 20 area businesses. 

Louisville NAC 
requires 2 years 
to get ready 
By Joyce Sweeney Martin 
Staff Writer 
·i'.. _.•.!. , :,.i.:~ , .. , • . ;J J.' ...... ·,: 1 1:.; _l 

.:: .: LOOIS.YILLE-:-Ask . Kym ~ 
Mitchell how long-it takes to~get: . !'' 

• ready for more than 10,000 teen­
age girls to come to town and 
she'll say at least two years. 

That' s how much time Mitch­
ell has spent preparing for the na­
tional Acteens conference which 
will come to Louisville July 1-4. 

As on-site coordinator hired 
by the national Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, Mitchell's task is 
to help make NAC98 a memora­
ble event for those who attend. 

But she's not the only one to 
spend a big chunk of her life on 
NAC98. By the time NAC98 is 
history, 18 local women who 
have chaired 18 local committees 
will have spent at least 18 months 
each on the convention too. 

Women like Mary Lou 
Crutcher of Hurstbourne Baptist 
Church. As local committee 
chairwoman, she has worked to 
help enlist and train hundreds of 
volunteers from more than 40 
Louisville-area churches. 

The scope of the planning for 
NAC98 has covered things as 
simple as arranging for an indi­
vidual woman to donate a pack­
age of quilting needles to use for 
the on-site quilting project to 
working with the Louisville may­
or's office to line up more than 
80 ministry sites, Mitchell said. 

Is all the effort worthwhile? 
Most definitely, Mitchell said. 

When the girls go home, they will 
be more excited about what they 
can do in their communities. 

, "NAC creates an enthusiasm 
and excitement for the capability 
of girls and underlying it all is a 
stronger commitment to Christ," 
Mitchell said. 

Other key support came from lo­
cal radio stations that helped pro­
mote the event and the Henry Coun­
ty school system, which allowed or­
ganizers to use the high school gym­
nasium, Whitt said. 

"A lot of times people talk about 
separation of church and state," he 
said. "But (officials) recognized the 
need for principles and morals in our 
school system." 

Held May 15-16, Youth Quake 
drew about 650 middle and high 
school students. Eighteen conver­
sions and 28 recommitments were 
recorded . 

It featured talks by Randy 
Record, minister to students at Lone 
Oak First Baptist Church in Pad­
ucah, and a five-member praise 
band that included students from 
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-

• inary. 
Whitt said the idea originated at 

a Promise Keepers rally in Mem­
phis, Tenn., that he and Kellogg at-

tended two years ago. 
The timing wasn't right then, he 

said. They began planning earlier this 
year for a 1999 rally, but he said God 
impressed on them not to wait that 
long. 

The pastors invited more than 40 
churches in the county to an organi­
zational meeting in March. About 15 
showed up and helped form a steer­
ing cornrnittee to handle such tasks as 
publicity and training counselors. • 

To promote the weekend among . 
teens, the group produced more than 
300 "Youth Quake" T-shirts with a 
drawing of the world and the slogan 
"Shaking our world with the love of 
Jesus." 
. On June 1, organizers began con­
tacting new Christians to encourage 
-them and help them get involved in a 
church, he said. 

Since the rally, at least three more 
students have publicly professed faith 
in Christ, and other decisions have • 
been made, Whitt added. 

CHAPEL TIME Jimmy Draper, president of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, 
shares with Kentucky Baptist Corwention Executive Board staff during the weekly chapel 
program June 3. Draper also met with KBC Executive Board staff in office visits throughout 
the day. (KBC Photo by Larry Brannon.) 

"We're still hearing reports of de­
cisions made where the seeds were 
planted at Youth Quake," he said. 
"One of the young people in my 
church had been struggling with 
God's call, but he announced that he 
was going into the ministry. 

"Another young lady came for­
ward and said she was seeking God's 
direction in her life . She said she 
didn't know what it was yet but she 
wanted to know." 

While the event has stirred excite­
ment,. the pastor said it hasn't been the 
"hip, hip, hurrah" emotional displays 
that burn out quickly. . 

Instead, teens are concerned about 
building a deep relationship with 
Christ and being serious about their • 
walk with God, he said. 

During his two years .at Pleasure­
ville Baptist, youth turnouts have 
grown from a handful to about 25. 

He advised youth pastors whose 
groups are struggling to pray and ask 
God to show them his plans . . 

·, .J . . ... 
;:·•· 
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OPINION 
Dealing with church bullies 

Advice on not being nice 'for the sake of the gospel' 
By Bill Easum "Jim is not here today. Staff meetings entered the temple with a large, met- God-given potential. 

are ~ways better when he's not here." al-tipped whip and drove out the mon- If we really love people, we would 
Throughout my consulting minis- Jim was a dysfunctional bully who ey changers. As he did, he quipped, not base our decisions on whether or 

try I have seen a disturbing pattern: ran to the personnel committee every "It is written, 'My house shall be not they would like us for those deci­
Most established churches are held time he didn't get his way. Because called the house of prayer,' but you sions. Being nice or being liked is nev­
hostage by bullies. Some individual or of him several competent staff mem- have made it a den of thieves." If we er a goal for followers of Jesus. 
small group of individuals usually bers had been fm:d. The staff kne:w discover why Jesus responded to reli- What does being nice accomplish 
opposes the church's making any rad- that Jim seldom contributed anything gious bullies this way, we also will in the church? • 
ical change, even if it means the to the church's health and vitality. discover why so many church leaders I More dysfunctional people. 
change would give the church a I asked the staff if they had con- refuse to follow his example. I Fewer spiritual giants. -
chance to thrive again. fronted Jim with how they felt. Their When Jesus cleansed the ·temple, I An intimidated congregation. 

Courageous pastors often ask, response was typicalJor church folks: he was in the Court of the Gentiles. I An inability to spread the gospel. 
"What do I do when one or two per- 'That would not be the Christian thing This was the only part of the temple I Little hope of renewal or growth. 
sons intimidate the church so much to do. It would hurt him deeply. After where gentiles were allowed to wor- I Discouraged church leaders. • 

Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once _tor 

all delivered to the 
saints. -Jude 3 . that it is not willing to try something all, the church is all he has." ship. What incensed Jesus was that the Being nice is not what Jesus wants 

. new?" Sure it's all he has; no one else religious leaders used the only place from any of us. 
Western Recorder is My response is always "Either con- would put up with him. Who is more gentiles could worship God as the -
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The sad thing is, most of the lead- to upset the religious bullies of his 
ers know this person presents a stum- time. He called them "whited sepul­
bling block to the church's future, but chers" and thus attacked the heart of 
they will not do anything about it. The their priesthood based on purity. 
church leaders ignore the bully, think- Jesus loved church leaders too 
ing that is the Christian thing to do. In much to allow them to remain such 
doing so they assist in the congrega- small persons. When Peter showed his 
i:ion's stunted growth or death. displeasure over the impending death 

of his Lord, Jesus said to him, "Get 
behind me, Satan." Jesus loved his 
disciples too much to let them miss 
one of the more important lessons of 
servanthood. Jesus, the man who said, 
"Be compassionate as God is compas­
sionate," had no desire to be nice be­
cause being nice has nothing to do 
with being Christian. 

A dysfunctional staff member 
The staff in a large church called 

me for consultation. The first meeting 
with the staff was so tense you could 
cut the air with a knife. Staff members 
hardly said a word to one another. 

The next day when we met, they 
laughed and cut up together as if they 
were one big happy family. The only 
apparent difference was one staff per­
son's absence. I asked if they sensed 
the different atmosphere. They knew 
exactly what I meant. 

Finally one of them blurted out, 

Being nice is often nothing more 
than a lack of compassion for people. 
Let's explore what this means.,, 

What would Jesus do? 
At one point, in a holy rage, Jesus 

If~. . --~IL:2\;~::;:Iit~lil~t~t~,~9':~e~!I1~~~ 9,J.99~ L 

Enabling a bully 
Anyone familiar with how family 

systems work knows that the worst re­
sponse to dysfunctional people is to 
give them more attention by giving in 
to their every whim. Instead, tough 
love must be applied. The compas­
sionate response is to hold them ac­
countable for their self-centered ac­
tions, so they may choose to begin 
their journey with God. 

Jesus shows us what to do with 
people who do not want to grow spir­
itually. In training his disciples how 
to spread the word of God's love, he 
told them to "shake off the dust from 
your feet" when they encountered 
people who did not receive them gra­
ciously. Jesus loved people too much 
to let anything slow down the process 
of setting them free from their bond­
age, whatever it is. 

People who would rather be nice 
than Christian do not love enough. 

~They do not have compassion. In­
stead, they are afraid of hurting some­
one or being hurt. But fear is the op­
posite of love: "Perfect love casts out 
fear." 

If we really cared about people, we 
would not allow anyone to bully oth­
ers into submission. We would want 
all people to feel free enough to ex­
press their hopes and dreams, to 
stretch their wings and to reach their 

A biblical approach 
Matthew 18 gives us a formula for 

dealing with the dysfunctional bully. 
First, an individual privately confronts 
the person with what he or she is do­
ing and asks the person to stop. If this 
doesn't achieve results, two or more 
people confront the person. It this does 
not resolve the matter, the person is 
brought before the entire cburch. 

Listen aga1.n to the not-so-nice 
words of Jesus: "And if he shall ne­
glect to hear them, tell it unto the · 
church; but if he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto thee as a hea­
then man and a publican." In other 
words, withdraw from that person's 
. presence, or in our case remove that 
person from office. Never, ever allow . 
such a person to dictate the direction 
of the church. 

The next time someone in your 
church attempts to intimidate or bully 
the church out of taking a positive step 
forward, go to God in prayer. Then get 
out the metal-tipped whip and drive 
that person out of the church ... of 
course in love. 

Bill Easum is a former United Methodist 
pastor who now works as a consultant to 
churches of all denominations. He is the 

'author of "Sacred Cows Make Gourmet 
Burgers." Contact him at I 126 Whisper­
;ing Sands, Port Aransas, Texas 78373, or 
•via e-mail at Easum@aol.com. This arti­
cle originally appeared in Net Results and 
is reprinted by permission. 
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Mark's Law of Kitchens: Dirty 
dishes fill the space available 
SHESAID Why is it the kitchen never stays 

clean for more than 30 minutes? 
I know it is a fact of life, just like the 

basement play area only stays straight • 
for maybe five minutes after the boys hit 
the bottom of the stairs. And I realize I 
should just get over it and move on. And 
clean it up. Again. 

But there are times when I would like 
Alison Wingfield to have a clean kitchen for a whole 

day-no dirty dishes, no meal 
preparation in progress, no hand-washed dishes waiting to be 
dried, no mud tracked in from a wet, rainy day outside. 

The dirty dishes are not the only culprits. Part of the 
problem is that the kitchen is the entry point into our house. 
We come in the back door, because it is the closest to our 
carport. And in addition to the dish accumulation, we have a 
catch-all counter where the mail and school papers seem to 
multiply by the hour. If you're not tripping over backpacks, 
then it is shoes left on the floor by the door so the mud won't 
find its way throughout the house. 

The kitchen is supposed to be the coziest place in the 
house. Ours could occasionally, or maybe I should say 
frequently, be declared a federal disaster area. 

Mark used to be more help in the kitchen. He seems to 
have conceded that job to me. Even when I lay on the hints, 
such as, "The dishes in the dishwasher are dirty, so it just has 
to be loaded," he seems impervious. 

HESAID We have some friends who I believe 
never ever have gone to bed with a dirty 
kitchen. They would not be able to sleep 
if they did. 

Not so with us. We can sleep like 
babies while dirty dishes dance all over 
the kitchen countertops. 

One of the laws of kitchens is that 
whatever amount of space you have, 

Mark Wingfield you'll always dirty it all. We mistakenly 
-- thought when we moved into our 

current house with a larger kitchen than our old house that 
we could keep a certain section free all the time. Baloney. 
Dirty dishes grow to fill whatever space is available. 

One of the running disputes at our house is whether it is 
best to leave old food in the refrigerator (for weeks or months 
it seems) or to go ahead and dump it out and add the dishes 
to the pile of dirties. 

Alison never wants to clean out the refrigerator until she's 
ready for a major dishwashing blitz. I'm always trying to make 
more. space in the refrigerator by dumping out old food and 
piling up the dishes to be washed later. 

Perhaps the difference really is a matter of whether you 
feel compelled to hide your dirty dishes. Neither of-our 
approaches is ideal, because we're both too lazy or busy or 
tired to do what really ought to be done. 

The_.one thing I've learned about cleaning up the kitchen is 
that it's a lot more pleasant when you have someone to help. 
Some of the best conversations Alison and I have had 
through the years have been in the kitchen. And some of the 
best times we've had with family and friends have come while • 
washing dishes together. 
, And the kitchen also is a place to talk with God. Often I 
find myself praying while cleaning (which is more often than 
Alison will admit). There must be something about standing_ 
in front of a sinkful of dirty dishes that just makes you want to 
come clean with God as well. 

OPINION 
How to get ·to ·heaven from Kentucky 
This editorial is reprinted from the Western Record­
er's March 5, 1996, edition 

Is there more than one way to heaven? In the past, 
if you asked that question in a Bapti~t church you 
might have been laughed right off the pew. But re­
search shows this issue is no laughing matter anymore. 

The respected Christian pollster George Barna has 
found that a majority of American adults believe sal­

Christian doctrine. 
Yet in the spiritual supermarket of our day, this is 

exactly what happens. When 64 percent of "born­
again" Christians declare there is no such thing as ab­
solute truth, it is no wonder non-Christian ideas have 
wandered into the spiritual grab-bags of the faithful. 

If we cannot agree on another point qf doctrine, let 
those of us who call ourselves the Christian church 
agree on this one basic truth: The only way to eternal 

life is through Jesus CJrrist the Lord. vation may be found in either of two ways: 
through a relationship with Jesus Christ or 
through good works. The outlook does1}' t 

EDITORIAL Scripture makes this point perfectly 
. clear. 

improve too much when the polling is narrowed just 
to church members either. A recent Barna poll found 
49 percent of American Protestants and 42 percent of 
those classified as "born again" agree with this state­
ment: "If a person is generally good, or does enough 
good things for others during his or her life, he or she 
will earn a place in heaven." 

Jesus himself said: "lam the way, 'the truth and the 
' '• •~ • , ' • '. • '. -. ~- .. .._. F ~' I 1 •· ~ • 

life. No Ptie come_sJo th,e:_E~1?e:r:~ic1~Jl{J'>SJ~;t~:: (Jolin 
14·6) ' ' ·•· ,,,, ' ., ~-I •J ,, 

The Apostle Paul told the church at Eph1sus: "For 
it is by grace you have been saved by faith::.::..and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God- not -by 
works, sothat no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

In this age of political correctness and inclusive­
ness, it is not popular to sound an exclusive message . 
about the way to eternal life . But this is one point on 
which church leaders must make their voices heard, 
not only outside the church but inside the church. 

In his defense of the faith before the Sanhedrin, the 
Apostle Peter eloquently declared of Jesus: "Salva­
tion is found in no one else, for there is no other name 
under heaven given to men by which we must be 
saved." (Acts 4: 12) 

With so many "spiritual" options being presented _ 
to Americans today, we have begun creating what 
Barna calls "syncretized" religious understandings. In 
layman's terms, that means people draw a little bit 
from this faith, a little bit from that faith and ultimate­
ly create a customized belief system. 

It is illogical to claim to be a Christian and yet as­
sert that anyone can find salvation apart from Jesus 
Christ. Why would God have made the sacrifice of 
sending Jesus to earth to die for our sins if another 
way already existed? 

The pastor's Sunday morning message isn't t;he 
only spiritual advice hitting most ears these days. A 
person might cling onto one truth from a Sunday ser-

Christians should respect people of other religious 
beliefs, but we must stand firm in asserting that not all 
religions lead to the same place. The God of the Chris­
tian faith is not the god of any other faith. All roads 
do not lead to heaven. • mon, but place it alongside some other tidbit gleaned 

from a TV program, magazine or bumper sticker. 
It's one thing to draw upon various beliefs among 

the doctrines of Baptists, Presbyterians and Method­
ists. But it's quite another to incoxporate elements of · 
New Age teaching and other heresy alongside sound 

The only way to heaven from Kentucky---or from 
anywhere else, for that matter-is through a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Make sure you're on 
the right road. 

- Mark Wingfield 

What good is .. it for a man to gain the world? enough to hold his abundance. (Jesus 
tells the story in Luke 12: 13f.) The sec­
ond painting depicted Jesus on the 
cross. The caption under the first paint­
ing was: "The failure that looked like 
success." The caption under the second 
painting was: "The success that looked 
like a failure." 

By Ronald Higdon 

"What good is it for a man to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his 
very self!" (Luke 9:25) 

There is nothing wrong with 
wanting to be successful. There· is 
nothing wrong with • 
wanting to find mean­
ing, purpose, security 
and fulfillment in life. 
There is nothing wrong 
with wanting to be a 
winner. In our pursuit of 
these things Jesus warns 
us to be careful that we 
don't lose what·is most 
important of all- our 
very selves. 

Somewhere I came across the idea 
that God has put a basic law in the 
universe. It is the law that life flows 
from being to doing to having. Far 
too many people get it backward: 
having-doing-being. They believe 
you first decide what you want to 
have, you do what you have to do to 
get it, and then you will be some~ 
body. God's basic law of life is that 
you first decide who you are; do what 
flows out of your identity (and your 
gifts) and then what you have will 
take·care of itself. 

I think this is something of what 

Jesus is saying in the two verses which 
precede verse 25: '.'If anyone would 
come after me, he must deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life 

• will lose it, but whoever loses his life 
for me will save it." To deny self is to 
deny that false self which is grasping, 

clutching, hoarding, fear­
ful and turned inward in 
an attempt to save life. 
Far too many are con­
vinced that if you gain the 
whole world ( or at least a 
big chunk of it) there is no 
way you can be a loser. 
But Jesus says you can. 

In his commentary on 
this section of Scripture, 
William Barclay says that 

the questions are not, "How much can 
I get?" but "How much_ can I give?" 
Not, "What is the safe thing to do?" but, 
"What is the right thing to do?" Surely 
that is a large part of what it means to 
take up the cross daily. That is a large 
part of what it means to be a winner 
when to many you may look like a los­
er. 

A minister was once reported· to 
have two paintings on the wall of his 
study. The first depicted a man stand­
ing by a great many-barns with a new 
one in the process of construction. This 
is the man who couldn't build barns fast 

There is nothing wrong with barns 
or abundance, except in this. case the 
man's purpose, meaning, security and 
identity were all in those barns. God 
called him a fool (12:20). Jesus said that 
he had stored up things for himself and 
he was not rich toward God (12:21). 
He had gained the whole world but he 
had forfeited his very self. 

Many have echoed the phrase, "You 
can't take it with you." But they are 
wrong. When you leave this world you 
take everything with you-everything 
you have become, everything you are, 
your very self. Jesus says that those 
who follow him as disciples in lives of 
giving, caring, sharing and service will 
often look as though they are losers. He 
declares that they are winners. They 
gain more than the world. They gain 
their purpose, meaning, security and 
fulfillment in following him. They 

• know who they are be­
cause they know 
whose the)'. are . . 

Ron Higdon is pastor 
of Broadway Baptist 
Church-in Louisville. 

~' WESTERN RECORDER ■ JUNE 9, 1998 5 
.,.•-- ' 



This week's 
questions: 

■ How can my wife and 
I know when time apart 

is harming our 
relationship? 

■ How can I teach my 
children that money 

doesn't grow on trees? 

RESOURCES 
Q. My wife and I have been mar­
ried about two years and find that 
sometimes we need time away from 
each other to spend with friends or 
to just be by ourselves. I know that 
time alone can be healthy, but' how 
do we know when it has become 
unhealthy and might be harming 
our relationship? 

A. There is a difficult balance be­
tween being a couple and maintain­
ing some individuality. To be a cou­

who has been through a similar situa­
tion. Sometimes a friend shares a com­
mon interest that a spouse simply does 
not. These outside people can help us, 
be more fulfilled individually and help 
us have more to give to our marriage 
relationship. . 

I Does the- amount of time we 
spend alone make us feel stronger or 
weaker when we are together? Some­
times spending too much time apart 
can weaken the bond we have with a 
spouse, minimizing the things we 

ple requires setting aside 
some individual desires 
for the good of the rela­
tionship. On the other 
hand, giving up too much 
individuality might threat­
en the very identities that 
brought you together in 
the first place. There isn't 
a hard and fast rule about 
how to strike that balance -

have in common, pulling 
us in opposite directions. 
But having our own work 
or activities that can be 
shared at the end of the 
day can provide energy 
and outside stimulation to 
prevent a relationship 
from becoming stale. 

Most important: Don't 

• between being "me" and being a part 
of "us" since each couple and each in­
dividual are unique. The following 
considerations, however, might help 
you and your spouse begin answering 
that question for yourselves. 

I What needs can best be met by 
my spouse? Certainly many needs are 
met with a spouse (social, sexual, fi­
nancial). The fact that you and your 
spouse chose to marry probably indi­
cates that you wanted to meet many 
of your needs with each other. 

I What needs can best be met by 
other people? No one, not even the 
best spouse, can be expected. to meet -
all of our needs. Sometimes our 
spouse may not understand what we 
are going through as well as a friend 

be afraid to talk honestly 
with each other about your needs so 
that you can work together toward the 
same goal. - Susan Howell 

Q. How can I teach my children 
that money doesn't grow on trees? 

A. Children of the '90s certainly 
can be classified as consumers. They 
are targeted by market research, bom­
barded by advertising campaigns and 
threatened by materialism in just 
about every way imaginable. Many 
seem to have more expendable in­
come than some adults. 

Part of our privilege and responsi­
bility as parents invoh:es teaching our· 
children how to be good managers of 
money God allows them to have. 

In their 1988 book, "Money Mat­
ters for Parents and their Kids," finan­
cial consultants. Ron and Judy Blue 
suggest a simple envelope system for 
helping children learn basic money 
management skills. The system con­
sists of three envelopes, one marked 
"Give," one marked "Save" and one 
marked "Spend." When your child 
receives money, be it earned or re­
ceived as an allowance or gift, help 
him or her allocate it into the enve­
lopes. The Blues suggest 10 percent 
for giving and 10 percent for saving, 
with the balance going into the spend 
envelope. Giving goes to the church. 
Savings accrue for special purchases. 
Spending is pocket money. 

Current financial guru Dave Ram­
sey suggests putting more emphasis 
on the give and save envelopes. You 
can determine your own percentages, 
but you will want to keep giving at a 
minimum of 10 percent. 

Model responsible giving, saving 
and spending for your children. Be 
careful with your use of credit cards 
around children, and if you use a deb­
it card, take time to explain the differ­
ence (they look the same to children). 
- David Garrard 
Family F arum writers are David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews' Bap­
tist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, 
minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Camp­
bellsville University; Wade Rowatt, direc­
tor of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counsel­
ing Center in Louisville; and Al Shackle­
ford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Send questions for Family Forum to West­
ern Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 
40253· or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

Poll shows most teens defy stereotypes 
NEW YORK (RNS)-Contrary to 

popular stereotypes, most American 
teenagers say they get along with their 
parents, believe in God and trust the 
government. 

Ninety-four percent of teens polled 
in a recent New York Times/CBS 
News Poll said they believe in God. 

Also, 51 percent said they get 
along "very well" with their parents 
and 46 percent said they relate "fairly 
well." 

The teens also proved to have more 
faith in the government than their par­
ents. 

Fifty percent of those surveyed 
said the government can be trusted to 
do the right thing always or most of 
the time. In a January survey by the 
same organizations, just 26 percent of 

adults agreed with that sentiment. 
The poll of 1,048teens between the 

ages of 13 and 17 was taken through 
nationwide telephone interviews from 
April 2-7. The survey had a margin of 
error of plus or minus 3 percentage 
points. 

On sexual matters, many teens 
seemed to support conservative val­
ues, the New York Times reported. 

• Almost half- 53 percent of girls 
and 41 percent of boys-said sex be­
fore marriage is "always wrong." 
Larger majorities- 58 percent of boys 
and 47 percent of girls- said homo­
sexuality is "always wrong." 

Fewer than one in four said they 
had ever had sex, but 71 percent said 
"a lot" or "some" of their peers at 
school are having sex. , 

However, almost half of the same 
teens who said they did not approve 
of sex before marriage supported the 
distribution of condoms in schools. In 
general, six in 10 surveyed said they 
supported condom distribution in 
schools. 

Thirty-nine percent of those polled 
said drugs are the biggest problem fac­
ing their generation. A similar per­
centage of teens polled four years ago 
voiced the same sentiment. 

Two percent of teens said abortion 
or pregnancy was the biggest problem 
facing their generation. Just 1 percent 
said the biggest problem was AIDS, 
but 18 percent said they personally 
knew someone who had tested posi­
tive for HIV, had AIDS or had died 
of AIDS. 

Web site tips offered for innovative outreach 
GLORIETA, N.M. (ABP)- The 

Internet might be the most important 
thing that has happened to the church 
since the invention of the printing 
press, a communications specialist 
told church leaders recently. 

"While it will never replace the • 
fellowship of God's people gathered 
for worship and work, it will help us 
build Christian community, engage in 
missions and witness, minister to peo­
ple, develop as disciples and use our 
gifts in ways we never imagined be­
fore," said Jesse Palmer, president of 
Details Communications in Birming­
ham, Ala. 

Palmer made his remarks during a 

breakout session at the National Inno­
vative Church Leadership Conference 
at Glorieta Baptist Conference Cen­
ter. 

The Internet "will literally revolu­
tionize the way we do church," he 
said. "Literally everything an innova­
tive church does will be affected . ... 
How and how well a church taps the 
potential of the Internet will determine 
if it is in reality an innovative church." 

He offered eight marks of a great 
site on the Internet's World Wide 
Web: 

I Customer or user centered. Too 
often, he said, organizational concerns 
overshadow the needs of the user. 

.1 A dynamic home page. "It has a 
look which_ will arrest attention." 

I Intuitive organization. This 
makes the web site easy to use. 

I Current, well-written content, 
which is updated. "Content still drives 
web sites and it should be informative, 
interesting and well organized.'' 

I Attractive.fast-loading graphics. 
I Interactive features. 
I Continuous creation. A site must 

be updated so it looks different when 
people visit a second or third time. 

I Effective promotion. Good pub­
licity will increase a site's usefulness 
to church , members and inquirers 
alike. 
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10ideas to 
save on family 
entertainment 
By Jeremy White 

As summer begins, let's take 
a break from 
the heavier 
topics of tax­
es, estate 
planning or 
investing . 
Families and 
married cou­
ples should 
regularly "go 
out," but that 

doesn't mean you have to spend 
a lot of money. 

Here are 10 ideas to stretch 
your entertainment budget fur­
ther: 

I Visit your favorite restau­
rant at lunch, not dinner. Save 30 
percent to 50 percent by going to 
lunch. Usually, you get the sanie 
quality food with fewer crowds 
for much less. 

I Be a tourist in your local 
area. Visit state parks nearby or 
local city parks. They can provide 
great family time to stroll, hike, 
camp, swim, cycle or explore. 

I Trade baby sitting services. 
Work.out a deal with another 
coupWwith children and trade off 
every other month. 

I Find the inexpensive con­
certs. Most areas offer concerts 
in the park or special summer 
concerts. Also, check out the of­
ferings at your local university. 

I Go to matinees. Same mov­
ie, fewer crowds and reduced 
prices. 

I Drink water at restaurants. 
Eateries make high profits from 
beverages and rarely offer any­
thing that you can't get at home. 
Enjoy their specialty, the food, 
and be healthier. Ask for lime or 
lemon with your water. 

I Visit a local factory. It's 
more interesting than you might 
think at first. Call local compa­
nies that make unique products to 
see if they give tours. Learn 
something new about your own 
area. 

I Bring your own snacks. For­
get the concession stands. Save 
money, eat healthier and don't 
miss any action at ball games, 
fairs or amusement parks. Bring 
portable foods like raisins; ap­
ples, carrots, juice in a b_o~ or 
bananas. - ; ,, . 

I Go to another church's spe­
cial events. They are free and 
very uplifting. Try out the Christ­
mas, Easter or July Fourth pro­
grams. 

I Split a dessert. Most restau­
rants offer obscenely large des­
sert portions. For half the price 
and the calories, satisfy your 
sweet tooth and be romantic: ask 
for one dessert and two forks. 

Jeremy White is a CPA in Pad­
ucah and is a regular feature writer 
for Larry Burkett's "Money Mat­
ters" newsletter. 



NATION 
Religious-liberty amendment fa_ils to get enough votes 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- A pro­
posal to add to religious-liberty pro­
tections in the Constitution has 
failed in the U.S. House of Repre­
sentatives. 

The Religious Freedom Amend­
ment, sponsored by Rep. Ernest Is­
took, R-Okla., received the support 
of224 House members (197 Repub­
licans and 27 Democrats), a majori­
ty but 62 votes short of the two­
thirds margin needed to pass a con­
stitutional amendment. Opposing 
the measure were 203 lawmakers 
(175 Democrats and 28 Republi­
cans) . 

Both sides sought to claim victo-. 
ry after the vote was taken. 

Istook insisted that just gaining a 
simple majority constituted victory. 

"Many people have decided that 
political correctness is more impor­
tant than freedom of speech or free­
dom of religion," Istook said. 

"A majority of the House agrees • 
that the Supreme Court has gone too 
far in distorting the First Amend­
ment and our religious-freedom 
rights," he told reporters after the 
vote. He said it typically takes four 
or five attempts to pass a constitu­
tional amendment. 

But Joseph Conn, a spokesman 
for Americans United for Separation 
of Church and State, a Washington-
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based church-state watchdog group, 
called the vote "a real surprise." 

"This was a tremendous defeat 
for the ReligiOlJS Right. We were 
thinking that' anything over 175 
would be good. It was a remarkable 
victory." 

Jess Hordes, Washington direc­
tor of the Anti-Defamation League, 
another opponent of the measure, 

, said the margin was large enough 
"to insure this issue won't be back 
in Congress in the near future." 

The measure- formally known 
as the Religious Freedom Constitu­
tional Amendment- was a priority 
of Christian conservatives and the 
House Republican leadership. 

They argued passage was need­
ed to reverse three decades of Su­
preme Court decisions they say have 
weakened the nation's religious 
freedoms, including the outlawing 
of state-sponsored organized prayer 
in public school settings. 

They also pointed out that the 87-
word amendment specifically en­
joined government from establish­
ing "any official religion" and did 
not "require any person to join in 
prayer or other religious activity." 

But moderate religious organiza­
tions and civil libertarians opposed the 
measure. They maintained the amend­
ment would breach the constitutional 

wall separating church and state and 
inevitably lead to the imposition of 
majority religious views on members 
of religious minorities. 

They also said the amendment was 
unnecessary because students already 
may pray individually in school, read 
religious texts during study hall or oth­
er free-time periods and may assem­
ble in groups for religious activities 
before or after regular · school hours 
while still in public school buildings. 

Supporters countered by saying the 
nation's schools were in decline, as 
evidenced by rising violence and teen 
pregnancies, and prayer was needed 
to restore their moral foundation. 

Opponents also criticized the 
Christian Coalition and other conser­
vative Christian groups for equating 
those against the measure with being 
anti-religion. 

Rep. Chet Edwards, D-Texas, led 
the opposition to the Istook proposal. 

"I have mixed emotions about this · 
vote," he told Associated Baptist Press 
as the June 4 vote was announced on 
the House floor. "I'm ecstatic that we 
have preserved the Bill of Rights and 
its protection of religious freedom. 
But I cannot celebrate the fact that a 
majority of House members were 
willing to vote against the first 16 
words of the Bill of Rights." 

The last House vote on a school-

prayer amendment occurred in No­
vember 1971, when proponents failed 
to achieve the necessary two-thirds on 
a 240-162 vote. 

Noting that the vote on the 1971 
amendment was closer than Istook's, 
Edwards called the vote a "tremen-

• dous setback to the pro-Istook forc­
es." 

"After nearly three decades of mil­
lions of dollars of expenditures by the 
far right, they have lost significant 
ground," he said. 

With additional reports from Religion 
News Service 

Court backs student-led graduation prayer 
SAN FRANCISCO (RNS)­

Student-led high school graduation 
prayers may be allowed when they 
are conducted without school dis­
trict control, a San Francisco feder­
al appeals court said May 27. 

The ruling, which affects nine 
Western states, was issued by the 
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
and upholds a rural Idaho school 
district's policy permitting top stu­
dents to include prayer in their grad­
uation speeches. 

The ruling stressed the policy of 
Madison School District No. 321 al­
lowed prayer but neither required 

nor controlled it, Associated Press 
reported. 

"By allowing any speech the stu­
dent chooses, the policy neither ad­
vances nor inhibits religion," Judge 
Diarmuid O'Scannlain stated in the 
3-0 decision. 

Stephen Pevar, a lawyer with the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
which sued to halt the practice, said 
graduation ceremonies in the Idaho 
school district, which is 90 percent 
Mormon, almost always included 
prayers. 

He argued that his non-Mormon 
clients "feel like outcasts" at the 

graduation ceremonies. A mother of 
non-Mormon students challenged 
the policy using the name Jane Doe 
because she reportedly feared retal­
iation. 

The appeals court ruling upheld 
U.S. District Judge Edward Lodge's 
August 1997 decision. 

Pevar said no decision has been 
made yet on further appeals. 

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
barred compulsory prayer in public 
schools since 1962, and ruled in 
1992 that public schools could not 
require prayers at graduation cere­
monies. 

Pastors hold preaching marathon for the poor 
WASHINGTON (RNS) - A 

dozen preachers showed up at the 
U.S. Capitol June 1 for a day-long 
"preach-in" in which they hoped to 
remind lawmakers they have an ob­
ligation to use their positions of 
power to meet the needs of the poor. 

James Forbes, senior minister of 
New York City's Riverside Church, 
described Jesus' words about being 
anointed by God to "preach the gos­
pel to the poor" as an "emancipation 
proclamation" to end poverty. 

Forbes, like many of the clergy 
gathered in the Gold Room of the 
Rayburn House Office Building, 
spoke fervently about the need of law­
makers as well as fellow Christians to 
do more for the poor in the wake of 
recent welfare reform. 

The event, sponsored by Call to 
Renewal, a broad coalition of church 
groups concerned about racism and 
poverty, was a nine-hour preaching 
marathon aimed to redirect political 
and moral attention to the plight of the 
poor. 

It came just days after President 
Clinton proclaimed what he called the 
"stunning results" of welfare policies 
he signed into law in 1996, dramati­
cally reducing the number of people 
on public assistance. 

Leaders of Call to Renewal con­
tend, however, that forcing people off 
welfare rolls doesn't solve the prob­
lems of poverty. 

"Yes, our people are getting off 
welfare but we don't know where they 
are," said Jim Wallis, the group's con­
vener, at a news conference during the 
event. "The poor in America have 
become missing persons." 

Several speakers hoped their 
preaching would shift morality's cur­
rent emphasis from scandal to social 
equity. 

"The message is that God is call­
ing us to talk about morality- but not 
the morality of the president- the 
morality of living in a nation where 
we allow people to live without de­
cent jobs and decent housing and 
without adequate health care," said 

Yvonne Delk, executive director of 
Community Renewal Society, a ·mis­
sion agency in Chicago founded by 
the United Church of Christ. 

Wallis said the coalition plans to 
hold a "Call to Renewal Round­

. table" in September to establish a 
non-partisan policy agenda to assist 
those at the lowest economic levels 
in the country. It also plans a Jami­
ary summit on how churches have 
responded to welfare reform by ad­
dressing the needs of the poor at the 
grassrnots level. _ 

Cheryl Sanders, senior pastor of 
Third Street Church of God in Wash­
ington, described how her congrega­
tion conducts a daily prayer breakfast 
for the street people in the church's 
neighborhood. 

"Our critics say we are fostering 
dependency ... that preaching to them 
is not going to change their condi­
tion," she said. "Preaching to the poor, 
feeding the poor, healing their illness­
es and disabilities is exactly what • 
Jesus did." 
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NATION 
Promise Keepers to open 2000 events to families 

"It's just a 
different vision 

that (Promise 
Keepers founder) 

• • Bill McCartney has 
for this event." 

Roger Chapman, a 
• Promise Keepers 

spokesman 

By David Finnigan 
Religion News Service 

LOS ANGELES (RNS)_:_As 
Promise Keepers begins its summer 
season of stadium events, the Chris­
tian men's organization is asking for 
money and for men to bring their 
wives and children to state capitals 
for two-hour rallies planned for Jan. 
1, 2000. 

Those plans mark the first time 
Promise Keepers-which some 
have criticized for excluding wom­
en in the past-will include wives 
in a formal event. 

But while the cash.,strapped 
evangelical men's group pleads for 
donations, men writing checks to the 
organization say they'll have to 
check with their wives about plans 
for New Year's Day 2000. 

"A year-and-a-half ahead of 
time?" said Art Van Noppen, a 40-
year-old father of three from Simi 
Valley, Calif., who attended a Prom­
ise Keepers Memorial Day weekend 
rally in Los Angeles. "I'm lucky to 
plan · a week ahead of time. This is 
the first I've heard of it and I always 
talk about these things with my wife 
first." 

Organizers hope the New Year's 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ Court refuses free-speech case. A Massachusetts man 
h?S lost his bid to force a local high-school newspaper and • 
yearbook to print paid advertisements promoting sexual 
abstinence. Without comment, the U.S. Supreme Court 
rejected Douglas Yeo's request to decide whether the refusal 
by student editors to run the advertisements violated his free­
speech rights. The court let stand an opinion by the full circuit 
court saying the decisions not to run the ads had been made 
by students, not state employees working for the school 
district. 

■ House passes 'tithing bill.' The House of Representatives 
June 3 unanimously passed legislation that insures secular 
charities and religious institutions can retain donations given 

• by donors who later file for bankruptcy. The "tithing bill," as 
the measure was called, adds language to the federal 
bankruptcy code that makes sure the institutions cannot be 
forced to givefhe donations to creditors of the bankrupt 
donor. The Senate previously approved similar legislation and 
President Clinton is expected to sign it into law. 

■ Mount St. Helens helping creationists. Studies of the 
effects of the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens are causing 
some geologists to rethink their positions on creationism, 
according to John Morris, a leading advocate of biblical 
creationism. Morris, president of the Institute for Creation 
Research in San Diego, told an audience last month about the 
growing acceptance creationist thought is finding in the 
scientific community. Traditionally, he said, geologists have 
used the principle of uniformity to study the Earth. This 
approach looks at the past with only evidence that can be 
seen in the present. The Bible, however, presents what Morris 

. called "catastrophism"-the view that major changes in the 
earth's crust have happened because of catastrophes instead 
of gradual changes over time. 

■ President orders federal job protection for gays. 
President Clinton signed an executive order May 28 extending 
job protection in the federal government to homosexuals. The 
order added "sexual orientation" to the list of categories, such 
as race, gender and age, already protected by executive order 
against discrimination in the federal civilian workforce. 
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Day rallies will visibly demonstrate 
Christian unity by attracting members 
of various denominations, races and 
ethnic groups. 

Now they've decided to include 
families in year 2000 events. 

"That's a first for us," said Roger 
Chapman, a Promise Keepers spokes­
man. "It's just a different vision that 
(Promise Keepers founder) Bill Mc­
Cartney has for this event." 

• But even as the group devoted to 
increasing men's commitment to God 
and family makes plans for rallies that 
are still far off, Promise Keepers offi­
cials are finding attendance so far this . 

• year at their stadium events has been 
less than was hoped for. 

Evidence of that was on display in 
Los Angeles and Little Rock, Ark., 
where a second Promise Keepers ral­
ly .was held Memorial Day weekend. 

Despite pre-registrations of 
39,000, only about 35,000 men at­
tended the May 22-23 free rally at Los 
Angeles Coliseum, Chapman said. 
That figure was at least 20,000 less 
than last year's Los Angeles Promise 
Keepers' event-a drop organizers 
attributed to the scheduling of the 
event on a holiday weekend. 

"That's a bad time to have it," 
said Jesse Miranda, a Promise Keep-

ers board member and associate 
dean of the graduate school of the­
ology at Azusa Pacific University in 
suburban Los Angeles. 

In Little Rock, organizers said 
about 20,000 showed up when 
35,000 were expected. 

Money now has become a more 
pressing issue at Promise Keepers 
rallies-all of which are free this 
year, compared to prior years when 

• tickets averaged $60 each. 
"We face a very difficult finan­

cial situation, perhaps the greatest • 
challenge in our brief history of ex­
istence," said Dale Schlafer, the 
eight-year-old group's vice presi­
dent of revival and awakening. 

Promise Keepers is hoping for 
donations of $20 to $30 from each 
man at each rally to help cover its 
costs, he said. Promise Keepers of­
ficials said it was too soon to say 
whether that is occurring at this 
year's rallies. • 

Schlafer urged the men at the Los 
Angeles rally to become "covenant 
partners," a initiative mentioned in 
recent Promise Keepers mailings 
that asks supporters to give month­
ly donations to the ministry. In re­
turn, they receive a Promise Keep­
ers mug and pin and a copy of Mc-

Cartney's latest book. 
"We did use all of our cash re­

serves for 'Stand in · the Gap,"' 
Schlafer said. 

Schlafer said despite offerings and 
brisk sales of Promise Keepers prod­
ucts at the group's May 15-16 rally in 
Detroit-the first of 19 scheduled for 
this year-the event still did not break 
even. 

"We have a very small cash re­
serve .. If we continue to go in the hole 
in the events that we do, the future of 
Promise Keepers is injeopardy," he 
said. 

Organizers said 43,000 men had 
registered for the Detroit event, but 

. "less than" that number showed up. 
The group's general financial 

problems led it to announce in Febru­
ary that it would lay off its entire staff 
March 31. However, $4 million in 
donations during the month of March 
enabled the ministry to recall its em­
ployees April 16. 

Members of some Southern Cali­
fornia churches said they came with 
smaller groups of men than they had 
at previous Los Angeles rallies. For 
example, Christ Presbyterian Church 
in Huntington Beach, Calif., had 50 
men here this year, down from 150 in 
1997. 

Panel ponders role of_ religion in public schools 
,1·;1 1 i ~ dtT r., 1 1 1; ... • ,..., 1 '" , .... ,. 11' ......... < • '" ,.. 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- The world history or lit~nitu.re. or they_ "Similarly, our most divisive domes­
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights has worry it is illegal to mention religion tic issues-abo!'f:ion, gay rights, capi­
waded into the roiling waters of reli- . in an educational context. tal punishment- involve clashes of 
gion in the public schools, holding the But Haynes and Oliver Thomas, a · deeply held religious viewpoints." 
fust of a series of hearings on the vol- special counsel for the National Coun- Haynes and Thomas-,-eo-editors 
atile topic. cil of Churches, said many crucial ar- of "Finding Common Ground: A First 

The commission recently heard eas of history- from the Crusades to Amendment Guide to Religion and 
testimony about curriculum, religious the civil rights movement- would be Public Education" - were among the 
liberty and guidelines that have been misunderstood if they were taught 15 lawyers, legal experts and schol-
issued to_explain legal boundaries for without their religious contexts. ars who testified before the panel. 
discussion of religion in public "We could look at the bloodiest Much of the discussion at the hear-
schools. conflicts in the world today from Eu- ing focused on the political and legal 

Charles Haynes, a senior scholar at rope to the Middle East to Asia and concerns of school teachers. Misun­
the Freedom Forum First Amendment we would find that a majority of them derstandings about the· First Amend­
Center in Arlington, Va., told com- have something to do with religion," ment cause many of the problems re­
mission members that many teachers said Thomas, a lawyer who concen- lated to religion in the schools, the 
teach as if religion was not a factor in trates on religious and civil liberties. experts said. 

One-parent family 
growth is slowing 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-The 
rapid growth of non-traditional fami­
lies has slowed dramatically, the Cen­
sus Bureau reported May 27. 

Between 1970 and 1990, the pro­
portion of American households that 
had a m~ied couple with children 
declined sharply from 40 percent to 
26 percent. But between 1990 and 
1997 the proportion declined only an 
additional 1 percent. 

"It hasn't quite turned around, but 
it has slowed, and that is significant, 
given.the breakneck speed at which 
we were seeing these changes," Cen­
sus Bureau demographer Lynne 
Casper Hayden said. 

Hayden and Ken Bryson, who to­
gether authored the Census Bureau 
report, cited a drop in teen birth rates 
and in births to unmarried mothers as 
a prime reason for the slowing. 

The divorce rate has leveled off as 
well. The Census Bureau now projects 
that four of every 10 new marriages 
will end in divorce, instead of the pre­
vious figure of five in 10. 



Oneida Baptist Institute 
is a fully accredited 
Christian boarding 

school for grades 6-12. 

OBI ministers to young 
people by providing: 

quality Christian , 
education, a unique 

student work program, 
opportunities for 

spiritual growth and a 
wide variety of co­

curricular activities. 

At Oneida, we teach 
respect for authority, 
honesty, high moral 

standards and 
responsible behavior. 

Approximately 9 
percent of Oneida's 

funding comes from 
the Kent1,1cky Baptist 

Convention. 

35 percent comes from 
student fees. 

The remaining 56 
percent comes from 

churches and 
individuals who choose 
to invest in the lives of 

young people. These 
gifts are the financial 

backbone of our 
ministry. 

• 

____ _ ___ New Beginnings Meet some of the class of 1998 

'They told me I was worth the effort' 
Jerry and his brother, Rex, came to 

Oneida Baptist Institute in 1991 from 
Lawrenceburg. 

Rex graduated from Oneida in 
1997. From a divorced family, Jerry 
said, "I wanted to be in a better envi­
ronment than what I had at home." 
Jerry added that Oneida provided more 
co-curricular opportunities. 

Jerry also needed to improve his 
grades. He recalls struggling in this 
area all his life. "I just didn't under­
stand," he said. Jerry improved quickly 
at OBI from nearly failing grades to an 
A average. "I guess the teachers just 
spent more time, ... and I was more 
determined," Jerry said. While at 
Oneida, he passed every class. He said 
spending time in study hall, required 
of students who are not on the A or B 
honor rolls, also helped him improve. 
He was named "Most Studious" all 
seven years. 

Jerry was determined to complete 
his first year at Oneida and said it was 
the faculty and staff who helped him. 
'They took me in," Jerry said. "They • 
really cared for me at the time. They 
told me I was worth the effort." • 

Jerry learned valuable life lessons 
at Oneida. He said many staff mem­
bers at OBI had a positive influence on 
his life. He spoke of Harold 
Underwood, dean of boys. "I watched 
him a lot when I was young. I guess 
he didn't know," Jerry reflected. 
"Watching him ... helped me grow as 
a Christian," Jerry added. As a sopho­
more, Jerry won the Brad Dorrough 

CAREER PREPARATION Jerry, a worker in Oneida's daycare center, plans 
a career in child care development. 

Friendship Award. This is the only stu­
dent award chosen by a vote of the 
student body. In making the selection, 
students consider those who be­
friended them and helped them adjust 
to life at Oneida. 

Jerry became a Christian when he 
was 9. At Oneida, he enjoyed daily 
chapel and was a member of our Bap­
tist Student Union. He was a BSU small 

group leader for two years. BSU "has 
helped challenge students to be Chris­
tians," he noted. 

Jerry participated in many sports 
and activities at Oneida. In cross-coun­
try, he went to the state meet three 
times and finished 233rd out of 1500 
runners in the Charlotte Observer 
Marathon in Charlotte, N.C. He re­
ceived the Leadership Award as a se-

nior. Jerry was on the OBI wrestling 
team for six years and the track team 
for five years. He participated in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes for two 
years. 

Jerry also spent three and one-half 
years in choir, traveling many Sundays 
during the school year to perform at 
churches all around Kentucky. 

Jerry held various jobs on campus. 
He worked on the farm for two quar­
ters, arid he supervised a yard crew 
and a cleaning crew in the _dormitory. 
He was also a room and "fiall monitor 
for several years in the dorm. 

During his senior year, Jerry re­
quested to work at the daycare for fac­
ulty and staff children. "I've always 
liked being with kids," he explained. 
Jerry feels there could be a high de­
mand in the child care field for men 
who are trustworthy and that young 
children can benefit from a positive 
male role model. "It's fun, hands-on, 
and I have the qualities it would take," 
Jerry said. 

In addition to being his dean, 
Underwood was a coach and teacher 
to Jerry. Over the years, he noticed 
Jerry's "stick-to-it-iveness" and amt>i­
tion. "There's not been any mountain • 
that's been too high for Jerry to climb," 
Underwood said. "If he sets a goal, 
he's going to finish it, accomplish it. ... 
In all areas, be it sports, academics, 
fine arts, he's made it a success." 

Jerry plans to work for UPS to earn • 
money for college, then pursue a de­
gree in child care development. 

'You can't have those kinds of relationships at home' 
Bre came to Oneida in the 7th grade 

from Lexington. She needed help with 
her grades and recalls spending her 
time at home "trying to fit in" rather 
than concentrating on her school 
work. Bre added, "I found things ex­
tremely hard to understand. I pretty 
much gave up all hope for homework." 
After coming to Oneida, she found 
more individual help and fewer people 
in a class. Her grades improved, and 
she was able to maintain a B average. 

Bre had no problems settling in 
when she first arrived, but she admit­
ted she was a little homesick her. first 
month at OBI. She felt "small" com­
pared to many other girls. Bre said her 
roommate helped her and introduced 
her to people. She found a diverse 
group of people she felt comfortable 
around. Most of them, she noted, were 
international students. 

Bre said she returned to Oneida 
year after year, because of her friends. 
"You can't have those kinds of relation­
ships at home," she explained. 
"They're a lot closer, like a whole fam­
ily of brothers and sisters." Bre felt that · 
students at her old school were classi­
fied either "popular or not popular." In 
contrast, "Here, everyone blend_s." 

Bre was raised in church, attending 
with her grandmother. When she 
came to Oneida, Bre said daily chapel, 
Baptist Student Union and Sunday 
school helped her "understand what 
the Bible and everything was about." A 
friend led Bre in a prayer of salvation 
on the dormitory steps. 

During high school, Bre realized she 
still was not working up to her poten­
tial. "I didn't plan for the future or see 
the need for good grades." To help 
prepare for college, Bre chose to enroll 
in advanced placement classes begin­
ning her sophomore year. Bre said she 
found the material more interesting: 
She also said AP classes "get you 
more involved and prepared for the 
next year." College bound, Bre plans 
to become a pediatric ·nurse. 

Edmund Shelby, Bre's teacher for 
English 111, described her as "one of the 
hardest working students I've ever 
had. She had a very good work ethic." 
Shelby also noticed that Bre "always 
had a smile." 

She ran cross country for three 
years, representing Oneida at the state 
meet each year. Bre also went to the 
state meet each of the four years she 
was on the track team. She went to • 

regionals with soccer, swimming and .dent council, Beta Club and the year­
softball. She played volleyball for one book staff. In her spare time, Bre en­
year. Bre earned letters, the 110 Per- joys writing poetry and has had three 
cent Award, Coach's Award and other of her poems published. Bre said she 
awards in sports. grew and learned many thlngs at 

Bre was in a wide variety of other ·- ·Oneida, like how to take '.care of'h·ersSlf 
activities as well, including choir, stu- and how to help other people. 

GETTING READY Bre prepared tor lite through athletic competition 
and academic achievement at Oneida. 

( 



STAGE PREPARATION Aaron prepared to go on stage ti 

perform in an OBI production in the spring. 

See for yourself 
Come and see for yourself what God is doing at Oneida. 

Campus tours are available. 
Worship with students and faculty in our daily chapel 

services. See our dormitories, classrooms and historic 
Anderson Hall. Enjoy a meal in our dining room. Walk 
across the swinging bridge to the farm. View our state-of 
the-art swine complex. 

Stop by the craft house to shop for bargains before you 
return home. • 

If you would like to schedule a visit, or if you have any 
questions aoout our school, you may contact us at: P.O. 
Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. Phone: (606) 847-4111. Fax: 
(606) 847-4496. Web site: www.oneidaschool.org 
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Siblings from Brazil excel at Oneida 
Jeffrey and Jennifer are from Bra­

zil. They are two of four children in their 
family, all of whom attended OBI. Their 
older brother, Stefan, came to Oneida 
as an 8th grader in 1992. Jeffrey fol­
lowed the next year as an 8th grader. 
Jennifer joined her brothers when she 
was a junior in 1996. Their younger 
brother, Kristopher, started school in 
the summer of 1997 as a freshman. 

The children were all born and 
raised in Brazil but have family ties to 
Kentucky. Their maternal grandparents 
live in Louisville and are former mis­
sionaries. They also have an aunt and 
uncle who live in London. 

Jeffrey said he and his siblings 
wanted to come to OBI to experience 
living and studying in the U.S. Jennifer 
wanted to improve her English and · 
added, "I came to get prepared for col­
lege." Chapel was an important tinie to 
Jennifer, "because you have the time 
to sit and think and reflect about God," 
she said. Jennifer became a BSU small 
group leader her senior year. 

Jennifer participated in track, vol­
leyball, soccer and Beta Club. She also 
developed her piano skills and said, 
"Taking piano classes every day just 
made me get better and better." Jenni­
fer worked as a late-night study hall 
monitor. 

Jennifer is "very friendly" and "a 
good listener," said Billie Faye Hoover, 
dean of girls. She added, "She shows 
a lot of compassion." 

Jeffrey said he grew spiritually at 
Oneida. He described his first three 
years as a foundation which allowed 
him to become a strong Christian his 

' - - --~ 

FAMILY TRADITION Jeffrey and Jennifer are two of tour siblings who 
came from Brazil to attend Oneida. 

junior year. "It takes awhile in every 
person," he said. Jeffrey also said he 
learned to make his qwn choices and 
not be swayed by peer pressure. He 
was a faithful member of Baptist Stu­
dent Union at Oneida. 

Jeffrey was very active at Oneida, 
earning many awards. He participated 
in soccer, cross-country, wrestling, 
tennis, band, student council and Beta 

Club. He was a hall monitor iri the 
dorm and named "Most Outstanding 
Junior." In an awards presentation, 
Jeffrey's soccer coach described him 
as having a "strong will and a good at­
titude." 

Jeffrey plans to attend Western 
Kentucky University, while Jennifer will 
attend Campbellsville University. They 
both plan to study medicine. 

'I think I just needed a chance to start over' 
Sue is from Casper, Wyo. She ar­

rived at Oneida as a junior in February 
1997. Sue grew up in church and par­
ticipated three consecutive summers 
in a missionary program that trained 
her to lead backyard Bible clubs for 
children in her community. She was 
home-schooled in grades 2-5 and in 
eighth grade. 

Despite all this, Sue admitted that 
in 1996, "I decided to rebel." She 
started drinking, smoking and skipping 
school. "I was getting into trouble," 
she said. "I totally fell apart." Oneida 
and other boarding schools were rec­
ommended to Sue's family by the 
Christian school she was attending. 
"My parents and I both agreed this was 
a good place for me to go." 

Sue said she was "miserable and 
homesick" at first being so far from her 
family and friends, but "I knew I 
needed to be here. I knew I needed to 
get my life together and improve my 
grades." After spring break, Sue found 
friends at Oneida and also made the 
honor roll. 

Sue stayed for summer school af­
ter her junior year. She took some 
Bible classes and had plenty of time to 

life. "I thinl I just needed a chance to 
start over," she reflected. 

Sue became a Baptist Student 
Union small group leader and a role 
model for the other girls in the dorm. 
She even moved out of a nicer room 
on the third floor of the girls' dorm to a 
room with a younger girl who needed 
help adjusting to Oneida. "She's really 
good at caring for the younger girls," 
said OBI girls' counselor Denise Spen­
cer. OBI Chaplain and BSU sponsor 

Michael Spencer added, "She recog­
nizes where she's come from and 
wants to move forward and help oth­
ers. She's so grateful and delighted to 
be able to have what Oneida's given 
her.'; 

Sue helped with the technical crews 
of two plays. She also was a member 
of the swim team and a hall monitor. 

Sue enlisted in the Air Force for four 
years, where she anticipates making 
further plans about her future. 

think. "I think just being here helped," ' BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS Sue developed a relationship for caring and 
s~e ~aid. ~ue felt she had a n~w be- serv,ed as a positive role model for the girls in her dormitory. _ _ _ _ ..... _ __ _ _ > , 

gmmng With her parents and with her ·--•·""'''•'"'-'"''""' w""-'" ~.. .. w -~'- ""'''"'"'""'" ·•·- "" ,., .,m, '" ---~··· ··""'·'-=·0·•·-·--'-"·•·· 
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'You get to participate in a lot more things' 
Jennifer, OBl's 1998 valedictorian, 

is the daughter of OBI faculty mem­
bers who came to Oneida in February 
1995. Jennifer's family, including her 
two younger brothers, had been in the 
Central American nation of Belize for 
six months as missionaries. 

Having been home-schooled in 
Belize, Jennifer was a little skeptical of 
attending a "regular" high school. Jen­
nifer liked Oneida when they toured, 
and she adapted well at Oneida as a 
"staff kid." Although it took her awhile 
to fit in, Jennifer attended most of the · 
functions on campus that the dorm · 
students attended. 

Jennifer's mother, Sue, said Jenni­
fer gained confidence and started "to 
come out of her shell" at Oneida. Sue 
noted that Jennifer was challenged 
academically at Oneida, especially in 
her advanced placement classes, and 
she believes that Jennifer is prepared r . • • • . . . '" • • 
for college. "She's learned a lot about - ; ACADEMIC ATHLETE Jennifer, Oneida's 1998 valedictorian, was a 
preparing her assignments and turn- •· standout on the softball and volleyball teams. 
ing them in on her own," Sue said. She 
also described her daughter as having 
"good study habits of putting work 
first." Jennifer maintained a 4.0 grade 
point average. 

Jennifer liked the fact that students 
at Oneida "get to participate in a lot 
more things, because they leave things 
open for everybody .... You don't have 
to be really good to be involved." Jen­
nifer played softball all four years of 

high school, earning many awards in­
cluding "Best Defense," "Most Valu­
able Player," and "Highest GPA." She 
was named to the all-conference team 
for two years. She played volleyball for 
two years and earned a place on the 
all-district team both .years. 

Jennifer was a small group leader 
in Baptist Student Union for three 
years. She also joined the Beta Club, 

chess team, choir and yearbook. Her 
senior year she was the yearbook edi­
tor and the first runner up in the an­
nual Yearbook Queen Pageant. 

Jennifer spent two summers of 
high school on mission trips to Ja­
maica and Australia. 

Jennifer plans to attend Huntington 
College in Indiana, where she will study 
accounting. 

'I tame and got my act together' 
Brandon came to Oneida in the 

middle of his 7th grade year. He came 
due to failing grades and some family 
problems. He said he always had 
struggled with grades, especially math. 

Brandon made the honor roll his 
first year at Oneida. "I came and got 
my act together," he recalled, attribut­
ing his success to the smaller class 
size he found at Oneida. 

Brandon also succeeded in his ac­
tivities and work. He was on the _wres­
tling team for five years and won two 
state gold medals. He played soccer 
for four years and worked as a tractor 
mechanic on the yard crew. Work pro­
gram supervisor and Oneida's dean of 
boys, Harold Underwood, said Bran­
don is a "right hand man" in the work 
program. Boys' dean Gary Garrett 
agreed that he is a "terrific worker" and 
added, "He's a responsible young 
man. He's maturing . ... I just think he's 
a very special guy." 

An important part of Brandon's 
education at Oneida was the vocational 
curricolum. "Welding and auto mair:i­
tenance are my specialties," Brandon 
noted. He was so successful in these 
classes that he decided to choose a 
career that would utilize his skills and 
talent. Following a family tradition, he 
enlisted in the Navy. '.'They've got so 
much vocational stuff to do and on­
the-job training," he said. 

Brandon plans on gaining several 
years' experience, then pursuing a de­
gree in marine engineering. He is 

scheduled to leave for basic training 
July 8. Brandon is excited about his 
future job as a hull technician, per­
forming underwater welding. 

Brandon professed faith in Christ in 
his home church when he was 12. He 
feels he has grown as a Christian at 
Oneida. "The deans have really 

helped," he said. He tried to incorpo­
rate his beliefs into his life by setting a 
good example for the younger stu­
dents in the work program. 

Underwood said of Brandon's 
Christian witness, "He's not preachy 
but sets a good example. It's a delight 
to have him here." 

~,:::,: .y-· 

MECHANICALLY INCLINED Brandon developed technical skills at 
: O~eida an~pne-day hopes to be a marine engineer. 
t.,., • .,.,;,;;;.; ,;;c, • ,m,;-;.-:-o.::=:-:<~,~.-,.,:,.;:~-;•»>w.«·:·>»w>:<_,,,.,._.;,"=,_,..,•;'> ,;,;.OH~·.:g;:-,;:;;_, .-;-. .,_ ,-.,,$l.:»::O;,;»;-; 

Do you know someone who ... 
♦ Needs to hear the good news of Jesus Christ? 

Most OBI stud.ents are not Christians when they enroll, 
but many make professions of faith each year._ 

♦ Needs help with school? Many students who have 
fallen behind in public schools take advantage of our 
unique resources: tutoring lab, nightly study hall, six 
week summer program. 

♦ Has a difficult family situation? Sometimes 
parents need help in providing supervision and 
discipline. Oneida provides quality education in a loving 
and structured setting. 

♦ Needs a new beginning? Oneida gives young 
people a second chance when they have made some 
bad decisions or need to get away from tfllf"Wrong 
crowd. 

¥; -~ 

ENTHUSIASTIC PERFORMER Heather participated in 
three plays at OBI, choir and Beta Club. 
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New Beginnings 

Oneida Baptist Institute ... A Place to Grow! 

Barkley · Moore· Father's Day Offering Education for Time and Eternity 

New beginnings ... 
At Oneida Baptist Institute, students are given the 

opportunity to make fresh starts in four primary ar­
eas: 

♦ Academically. Many young people come to 
OBI struggling academically. With our smaller class 
sizes and more individual attention, they can soon 
improve their grades. 

♦ EmotionaUy. Kindness, security, love and ac­
ceptance help nurture a sense of well-being and trust 
in students who need a stable and structured envi­
ronment. 

♦ Socially. At Oneida, students learn respect for 
the rights of others. The OBI experience includes 
being part of a team, re·specting authority, living in 
dormitories, learning self ~discipline, sharing work 
responsibilities and accepting cultural differences. 

♦ Spiritually. Oneida shares the good news of 
Jesus Christ in many positive ways. Students attend 
daily chqpel, Sunday school and worship and Baptist 
Student Unio·n. Many students respond to God's love 
each ye.,. .. 
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,·~ Barkley Moore: Believer in new beginnings 
This month the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention will observe the fourth an­
nual Barkley Moore Father's Day Offer­
ing for Oneida Baptist Institute. We are 
thankful that Kentucky Baptists have 
chosen this means of supporting OBI 
while honoring the memory of Moore. 
He was president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute from 1972 until his death in 
1994. 

Moore graduated as valedictorian 
of Oneida's class of 1958. After com­
pleting a bachelor's degree and one 
year of law school at the University of 
Kentucky, he returned to OBI as assis­
tant to the president in 1963. 

Two years later, he joined the Peace 
Corps and left Kentucky for Iran, where 
he earned the recognition of the Shah 
and prime minister, as well as United 
States presidents Lyndon Johnson 
and Richard Nixon. At the time of his 
return to the U.S. more than six years 
later, Moore held the distinction of the 
longest term of service for any Peace 
Corps volunteer. 

In Iran, Moore s.tarted one primary 
library and 31 smaller ones among the 
people of Gonbad-e Kavus. He also 
started a kindergarten that grew into 
eight schools enrolling 1,000 students. 

An article in the Peace Corps News 
dated February 1, 1971, said Moore 
"inspired villagers· who had no school 
to build one themselves, bringing edu-

cation to them for the first time." 
Upon his return to the U.S., Moore 

focused his love of education on 
Oneida once more. He wrote to an old 
friend in August 1972: "I am 
back home .. . many years 
· and many experiences later. 
How wonderful it is to find 
that you have stuck with our 
work for young people, this 
labor of love, all the while." 

Moore also saw what young people 
could bring to the school. In August 
1973, he wrote this to a prospective 
student: ".. . I have wanted to write 

about your possibly coming 
to Oneida .... We have much 
to offer-and you have 
much you could give us. We 

-need young people like you 
who have been blessed with 
strong Christian parents and 
training to help us work with 

1 some of our young people 
Moore always saw the 

Oneida school as a place 
where young people could 
find new beginnings. In his 
ministry, Moore found the 
best in every child. He 
looked on each student with 

Barkley Moore 
who have not had the same 
blessing .... One of the best 
ways is to have young 
people who can help be a 

• OBI president, 
1972-1994 

eyes that glimpsed what each young 
person was but also who he or she 
could become. 

Moore once noted that often when 
students come to OBI, "They have 
failed time after time, and they see 
themselves as a failure." He spoke of 
Oneida's distinctive Christian approach 
as a way to turn such teenagers 
around: "This is one of the key things 
we can do through Christian education. 
We not only tell these young people 
that we care, but, more importantly, 
we show them that we care by the in­
teraction that we have daily .... " 

Not content to dream only of what 
Oneida could do for its students, 

good influence, to be lead­
ers-to help lead many of our stu­
dents to the Lord who do not know·· 
Him." 

For Moore, the most important new 
beginning an Oneida student could 
make was a decision to trust Christ. He 
wrote these words to a friend of the 
school: "Truly we are a state, home 
and foreign mission work. The glory of 
our work is that even though the ma­
jority who come to us are not 'born 
again' Christians, the majority who 
leave us have attained that eternal state 
by faith. This makes us a school differ­
ent from most schools." Please pray 
for us, that we may continue to be a 
place of new beginnings. 



KENTUCKY 
Georgetown among Baptists schools in Hong Kong effort 

HONG KONG (ABP)-George­
town College has joined 49 other 
church-related schools in a new 
partnership with Hong Kong Bap­
tist University being launched this 
fall in China. 

More than 160 Christian college 
students from North America will 
live and study alongside Chinese 
students in the new study­
abroad program, announced offi­
cials with Hong Kong Baptist Uni­
versity. 

"We believe this stt1dy-abroad 
program will be one of the most ef­
fective ways to build lasting person­
al friendships between North Amer­
ican Christians and many of the fu-

ture leaders in China," said Daniel 
Tse, president of Hong Kong Bap­
tist University. 

Students will attend classes full 
time while living in campus dormi­
tories with Chinese roommates, 
most of whom will be non-Chris­
tians. 

Founded by Hong Kong Baptist 
Associ_ation in 1956, Hong Kong 
Baptist University is the only ac­
credited Christian university in the 
Peoples Republic of China. 

It enrolls 5,000 students in degree 
programs and another 35,000 night 
and weekend students. About 1,200 
students are Christians, officials re­
port. Most courses are taught in En-

glish, to prepare students for inter­
national business demands in Hong 
Kong. 

Forty-three colleges and univer­
sities from 26 states have signed on 
as permanent partners in the new 
program, said Pat Pattillo, North 
American liaison for the Hong Kong 
school. 

The 25 Baptist schools that are 
participating in the program are: 
Averett College, Baylor University, 
Belmont University, California Bap­
tist College, Carson-Newman Col­
lege, East Texas Baptist University, 
Furman University, Gardner-Webb 
University, Grand Canyon Univer­
sity, Judson College, Louisiana Col-

16 Kentuckians among Southern's graduates 
LOUISVILLE- Sixteen stu­

dents with Kentucky ties received 
degrees from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary May 22. 

The 16 represent the smallest 
Kentucky contingency in a South­
ern Seminary spring commence­
ment in recent history. In previous 
springs this decade, the seminary 
has awarded degrees to anywhere 
from 25 to 40 Kentuckians. 

The Kentuckians were among a 
total of 129 students to receive de­
grees this spring from the seminary 
and 34 to receive degrees from the 
seminary's Boyce Bible School. 
Seminary President Al Mohler de­
livered the commencement address. 

Kentucky graduates, their home-

towns and degrees include: 
I Ronnie Adams, Cunningham, 

doctor of ministry. 
I Alicia Amen, Louisville, doc­

tor of philosophy. 
I Michael Belkin, Louisville, 

master of divinity. 
I Jim Carpenter, Shelbyville, 

doctor of ministry. 
I William "Happy" Chandler, 

Bowling Green, master of divinity 
in missions, evangelism and church 
growth. 

I Mark Cloys, Lexington, master 
of divinity . 

I Bill Dickens, Covington, doc­
tor of philosophy. 

I Steve Dwinnells, Vine Grove 
and Lexington, master of divinity. 

A sure sign that 
it's ~i~e for you 
to· v1s1t · our new 
retirement res· 

I Yu-Chi Hsu, Louisville, mas­
ter of divinity in Christian educa­
tion. 

I Keith McKinley, Louisville, 
master of divinity_in missions, evan­
gelism and church growth. 

I Doreen Mills, Louisville, mas-
ter of theology . 

I Jay Padgett, Waynesburg, mas­
ter of divinity in church music. 

I Jervis Payne, Corbin, master of 
divinity in missions, evangelism and 
church growth . 

I George Stapleton, Middles-
boro, master of divinity. . 

I Bruce Truman, Louisville and 
Owingsville, master of divinity. 

I Tommy Rucker Jr. , Pleasure­
ville, associate of arts. 

. -,o'-" 
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Here's your opportunity to see retiremerit U ffl'g at its best. 
To take advantage of it, you simply have to visit Oxmoor Lodge 
now, while selection is.best. You'll get to choose from a wide variety of floor 
plans. And if you see an apartment you love, a refundable $100 deposit will 
reserve it. At Oxmoor Lodge, there are no leases or buy-in fees. Your 
monthly rent bring$ you these benefits: • Three home-cooked meals a day 
• Housekeeping & linen service • Paid utilities • Local transportation 
• Resident managers • Planned activities. , 

For the best apartments and views, hurry over to Oxmoor Lodge before its too late. 

O'""°or Lodce 
Gracious Retirement Living 

8021 Christian Court • Louisville, Kentucky 40222 

.(502) 425-2402 
Holiday Retirement Corp. - Serving Seniors Since 1971. ~ 

lege, Mercer University, Mississip­
pi College, Oklahoma Baptist Uni­
versity, Ouachita University, Palm 
Beach Atlantic College, Samford 
University, Shorter College, Stetson 
University, Union University, Win­
gate University and all four Baptist 
schools in Missouri, Pattillo said. 

Also involved are eight schools 
affiliated with American Baptist 
Churches in the U.S.A. as well as 
other schools affiliated with Meth­
odist, Lutheran, Disciples and Pres­
byterian denominations, Pattillo 
added. 

Students also will be sponsored 
each semester through the Baptist 
Union of Western Canada, he said. 

;;u (}~i!f fow;~;(¢olleg?> . . .. •·-·•---· 
t. nouhced $eyer!!.l new respli{~ij t6 

help Kentucky Baptist" pastoi:S: 
A majorpartof the Marshall 

• Centds eim;rging ministry'will 
be sponsorship of a ministers' 
study leave program at Regent' s 
Park College in Oxford, England, 
saidBillMarshall, co-director of . 
the centerwith his wife, Alice: 

-•<> 'Prior .to his-. retireinent •last 
y~, Marspall-'Y.as executivy sec: } 

tary-treii5uref q( the I<t:11~ckyi • 

:tist oog"~!l.ti~~: e,efit@f:l~~/ , 

Students will live 
with Chinese 
roommates, most 
of whom will be 
non-Christians. 
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WORLD VIEW 

■ Pastor Charles Stith 
of Boston is {!earing up 

for a different kind of 
foreign mission. 

President Clinton has 
nominated the United 

Methodist minister and 
civil rights leader as U.S. 
ambassador to Tanzania, 

an East African country 
that administration 

officials see as poised 
for a leadership role on 

the continent .. 

■ Swiss Protestant and 
Roman Catholic 

churches have joined in 
issuing a joint letter to 

the Swiss people asking 
what kind of future they 

want the country to 
have. The religious 

groups said they hope 
the responses wilt serve 

as a discussion starter in 
congregations, schools 

and small group 
settings. 

■ Noting that Islam has 
become Sweden's 

second largest religion 
after Christianity, the 

Stockholm government 
has agreed to pay for a 

new Swedish translation 
of the Koran. 

. I I I 

FOOD FOR A MONTH Baptist youth and pastors in Tanzania unload bags of corn mixed with tiny protein-packed fish called dagaa. The 
food was bought with $254,000 in Southern Baptist World Hunger Funds and distributed to the Gogo people of the Dodoma region, 
who suffered a severe famine in the past year. Working with pastors and youth trained in evangelism, Southern Baptist missionaries 
Olan and Lynn Burrow organized food distribution in 10 areas where Baptist churches are located. (BP photo by Bill Slate) 

Tanzania famine relief spreads God's love 
Continued from page 1 
insurmountable. "We have enough 
money to give 600 tons, which sounds 
like a lot, but it is only enough for 10 
villages out of a thousand here in Do­
doma," Burrow said. 

. The workers scheduled nothing 
evangelistic on their first food distri­
bution visits, to establish in the minds 
of people that everyone in need would 
receive the same amount regardless of 
their faith. Immediately, every church 
began reporting increased attendance, 
and some reported people making 

professions of faith in Jesus as their 
personal Savior. 

Later, workers began distribution 
days with a service. People have con­
tinued to make professions of faith. 

In one area, the village leader tried 
to take over the distribution, and when 
he couldn't he tried to close the 
church. But the village rallied around 
Baptists. The next Sunday the village 
leader's son became a Christian. Af­
ter that, 40 others have done the same. 

Another high point occurred when 
the pastors and youth were asked by 

missionaries from another denomina­
tion to do evangelism to accompany 
their relief work in four villages. 

In that effort, more than 100 peo­
ple accepted Jesus. Workers trained 
pastors and church leaders from half 
a dozen denominations with no pre­
vious experience in evangelism. 

Last month the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's Executive Board ap­
proved a partnership with Tanzanian 
Baptists. Next year Kentuckians will 
begin working with Tanzanians and 
1MB missionaries there. 

Believed site of 
Jesus' baptism 
could open for 
tourism visits 

JERUSALEM (RNS)- The 
Jordan River site where many 
believe Jesus was baptized may 
reopen to the public after being 
off-limits for more than 30 
years. 

An Israeli newspaper said 
June 1 that Israel's tourism min­
ister hopes to reopen the site to 
visitors by the year 2000, when 
large numbers of Christians are 
expected to visit the Holy Land. 

The Bible's Gospel of Mark 
refers to Jesus being baptized 
by John the Baptist in the Jor­
dan River. 

The spot along the west bank 
of the river where the baptism 
is believed to have occurred is 
part of a closed military zone 
opened to tourists for just three 
days a year. 

Israel gained control of the 
site in the 1967 Six-Day War. 
The spot was previously con­
trolled by Jordan. About 
600,000 tourists visited the site 
annually before its closure. 

Under terms of the Israeli­
Palestinian peace accords, the 
site's final status is supposed to 
be negotiated. Palestinian offi­
cials want the site to come un­
der their control. 

Jordan, which still controls the 
east bank of the Jordan opposite 
the traditional baptism site of 
Jesus, is expected to also encour­
age tourism to .the area in 2000. 

·•·•··ra!i{l\~n!i-u,l~i.~nairi~lll··•••t~t~· ...... tic~t·.· ~11ifrov~f 
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1998 National Sunday School Leadership Training Events 
• •••••••CONVENIENT SCHEDULES•••••••• 
Friday- Monday: Begins with Friday dinner and goes through Monday brei!kfast 

. Monday- Friday: Begins with Monday dinner and goes through Friday breakfast 

BENEFITS 
Quality training for every Sunday School leadership position; Compact schedules; 
Special conferences for pastors, ministers of education, Sunday.School directors, and 
general outreach directors; Renewed emphasis on evangelism through the Sunday 
School; Introduction to a new evangelism training system; Preschool care provided; 
Day Camp, SummerTrek, and Y.U.C. for children grades 1-6; Impact for youth 

Pastors/Bible Teachers 
EVENT 1 
June 12-15 
Don Guthrie 

First Baptist Church 
San Antonio, TX 

EVENTS 2 & 3 
June 15-19 and 

June 19-22 
Sal Sberna 

Metropolitan 
Baptist Church 
Houston, TX 

EVENT4 
June 22.:.26 
D. L Lowrie 

First Baptist Church 
Lubbock, TX 

❖ Smaller membership church track Events 3 & 4 
❖ Special education lab school Events 1 & 2 
❖ Special education leadership training Events 1, 2, 3, & 4 

Guest faculty at each event 
Bobby Welch, Pastor, FBC, Daytona Beach, FL describing how to do effec­
tive evangelism through the Sunday School and introducing FAITH 

For reservations call 1-800-797-4222. 
For program info call Larry Ware 1-61 S-2S 1-2183. 

Sponsored by the Bible Teaching-Reaching Division. the Sunday School Board of the SBC. 



ISSUES 
Panel asks: Can·democrac-y survive without morality? 
By Jo Kadlecek 
Religion News Setvice 

NEW YORK (RNS)-Are Amer­
icans rediscovering the importance of 
moral truth? "Miss Manners," for one, 
believes they must if a civil and dem­
ocratic society is to survive. 

At a one-day symposium May 27, 
columnist Judith Martin (alias Miss 
Manners) joined 100 religious lead­
ers, scholars and political analysts at 
the Carlyle Hotel in New York City 
to confront what they called "our na­
tion's main challenge at the close of 
the century." 

The symposium was sponsored by· 
the New York-based Institute for 
American Values and the University 
of Chicago Divinity School. • 

The group, led by Jean Bethke 
Elshtain, a scholar at the divinity 
school, lamented what they perceive 
as a declining civic morality and what 
that means to society. 

The group released a report, "A 
Call to Civil Society: Why Democra­
cy Needs Moral Truths," which exam­
ines the moral dimensions of Arneri­
ca' s social ills, including teen preg­
nancy, sexual promiscuity and the 
abandonment of children by fathers. 

"Too many Americans view mo­
rality as a threat to freedom, rather 
than its essential guarantor," the non­
partisan group stated in the report. 

The document pre~ents an over-

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and youth. Send resume to: • 
First Baptist Church, 608 N. Van Bu­
ren, Litchfield, IL 62056. 

SERVICE: Christian company 
will create and host a full web page 
for your church. Pla[).etCraft rod@ 
planetcraft (502) 243-0302. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Hopewell Baptist Church, 
4305 Hopewell Road, Jeffersontown, 
KY 40299. Send resume to: Bill Corn­
well, 9601 Willow Court, Louisville, 
KY 40299; (502) 267-7212 after 5 
p.m. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
coordinator for Russell Cave Road 
Baptist Church. Please send your re­
sume to: Russell Cave Road Baptist 
Church. 3179 Russell Cave Road, 
Lexington, KY 40511, Attn: Veroni­
ca Tichenor. Phone: (606) 299-4611. 

SEEKING: Director of missions 
for assoc.iation in central Illinois. Send 
resume by June 30 to: Personnel Com­
mittee, Macoupin Baptist Association, 
P.O. Box 436, Carlinville, Illinois 
62626. 

NEEDED: Physician, RN, L VN, 
mission trip, Ecuador, July 9-21. 
Andes mountain village. Good ac­
commodations and food. All arrange­
ments, supplies completed-just go. 
Timothy Scott, M.D., (606) 273-3888, 
223-7441. 

SEEKING: Pastor, Oak Grove 
Baptist Church, Monticello, Ky. Mail 
resume to: Chester Ramsey, chairman, 
Pastor Search Committee, 806 Spruce 
Drive, Monticello, KY 42633. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary. 
Send resume: Personnel Committee, 
Farmdale Baptist Church, 1238 Dur­
rett Lane, Louisville, KY 40213-2080. 

view of democratic virtues and a com­
prehensive strategy for renewal. It was 
endorsed by experts from a range of 
political and social perspectives who 
comprise the Council on Civil Soci­
ety, a joint project of the institute and 
divinity school. 

Among them are Fuller Theologi­
cal Seminary president Richard 
Mouw, Sens. Dan Coats, R-Ind., and 
Joseph Lieberman, D-Conn., and 
Princeton University criminologist 
John Diiulio. 

"The goal of the document was 
really to push the civil society debate 
more upstream," said David Blanken­
horn, president of the Institute for 
American Values. The 30-page report 
says America's moral crisis is direct­
ly related to what it terms the absence 
of moral truths in recent decades. 

Among its recommendations for 
renewal of U.S. democracy were ef­
forts to insure that children grow up 
in married, two-parent households and 
to adopt a "civil society model" for 
solving social problems and evaluat­
ing public policies. 

Other suggestions included mak­
ing it harder to divorce and calling on 
television broadcasters to police them­
selves by readopting the 8-9 p.m. 
"family hour." 

It concluded by calling on families, 
neighborhoods, faith communities, 
businesses and media institutions to 
recommit themselves to the ideas that 

democracy depends on moral truths 
and that a "democratic civil society is 
a way of living that calls us fully to 
pursue, live out and transmit moral 
truth." 

No consensus, however, was 
reached at the symposium as to exact­
ly how that might happen. 

An absence of moral truths was 
. seen, for instance, in the "mess" in 
Washington, which is how the sym­
posium referred to allegations that 
President Clinton had sexual relations 
with a former White House intern. 

What has happened, according to 
UCLA public policy professor James 
Q. Wilson, is that the American pub­
lic no longer distinguishes between 
sexuality and a sense of decency. 

"Moral leadership is what people 
care deeply about, inside or outside of 
Washington," Wilson told the group. 
"Somehow we have reduced the of­
fice of public servants (by) allowing 
different standards." 

Martin responded that people have 
retreated from the use of etiquette and 
civil manners in confronting negative 
behaviors, expecting instead that law 
will solve such problems. 

Smoking, she noted, used to be 
considered rude in public places; now 
it's become illegal in many cities. 

"When society tries to regulate be- . 
havior (through legal means), it runs 
into all sorts of problems," the colum­
nist sai~. ''That's what _we're seeing 

CLASSIFIED ADS · 
SEEKING: Full-time preschool/ 

children's minister for rapidly grow­
ing congregation (199 new members 
in '97). Primary responsibilities in­
clude developing and administering 
education programs for children birth 
to fifth grade. Learn more about us at 
our website: www .tbcmaryville.com. 
For consideration for this exciting role 
in our ministry team, please send a 
resume of experience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville, 
IL 62062. 

SEEKING: Part-time ministry as­
sistant for rapidly growing congrega­
tion (199 new members in '97). Pri­
mary responsibilities include counsel­
ing, senior adult ministry and some 
visitation. Learn more about us at our 
website: www.tbcmaryville.com. For 
consideration for this exciting role in 
our ministry team, please send a re­
sume of experience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryville, 
IL 62062. 

WANTED: 21 new/used church 
pews 14 feet long. Contact Tish Kno­
eller, (502) 245-5695 after 8:30 p.m. 
or write to P.O. Box 43004, Middle­
town, KY 40243. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth/children. Good opportunity to 
expand to full-time. Send resume or 
contact: Harry Hargis, FBC, P.O. Box 
241, McDowell, KY 41647. (606) 
377-6168, 377-2476. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary 
for the church music departmentof the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. Com­
petitive compensation package. Con­
tact administrative services depart­
ment at (502) 244-6468 . .. 

SEEKING: Minister of education 
for rapidly growing congregation (199 
new members in '97). Primary re­
sponsibilities include implementing 
improvements iq education program 
and equipping teachers and leaders. 
Secondary responsibility will be asso­
ciate pastor. Learn more about us at 
our website: www.tbcmaryville.com. 
For consideration .for this exciting role 
in our ministry team, please send a 
resume of experience, education and 
testimony in confidence to: Search 
Committee, P.O. Box 309, Maryvllle, 
IL 62062. 

SEEKING: Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Owensboro, Ky., is seeking 
full-time associate pastor of wor­
ship/music. Must be gifted in lead­
ing praise and worship style servic­
es in a seeker-sensitive environ­
ment. Significant experience and 
education expected. Send resume to: 
Bellevue Baptist Church, 519 W. 
Byers Ave., Owensboro, KY 42303, 
or fax to (502) 685-5134. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music/worship. Contact: Pastor An­
dre Dugger, (615) 865-6262, or send 
resume to: Grace Baptist Church, 
1510 Old Hickory Blvd., Nashville, 
TN 37207. 

NEEDED: Vineyard laborers. 
Come plant seeds of "love, joy, 
peace, ... and self-control," and 
watch them grow in children's lives. 
Make a difference with your life. 
Come join our caring professional 
team. Florida Baptist Children's 
Home, Tallahassee, needs a Chris­
tian couple without children. Excel­
lent pay and benefits. Call Doug 
McWhirter a:t (850) 878-1458 for 
information. Pray for us. 

in Washington and the question now 
becomes, should this be handled by 
law or etiquette?" 

Although marriage often helps in 
developing maturity, adults are hav­
ing an increasingly difficult time look­
ing beyond their own wants and de­
sires, suggested keynote speaker and 
Northwestern University professor 
emeritus David Gutmann. 

"What's gone wrong? Why has the 
developmental stage been stunted in 
so many young people who become 
adolescent parents?" Gutmann a_sked. 
"(Because) of the deconstruction of 
fatherhood, the attitude that marriage 
-is a prelude to divorce and the impact 
divorce has on our children." 

Pollster Daniel Yankelovich was 
among the panelists who questioned 
whether Americans believe in moral 
truths at all ''There is no doubt this 
excessive individualism has created 
an intense hunger for community with 
a spiritual dimension," he said. "(But) 
have we identified the right moral 
truths or are we being moralistic and 
preachy (in the group's report)?" 

Despite their inability to reach a 
specific conclusion, the group's con­
cerns remained intact. 
• "In what does the good of human 
beings exist? How can we come to 
recognize, to honor and to cultivate 
that good?" asked Elshtain. "Civil so­
ciety is one way we have devised to 
answer that q~estion." 

FOR RENT: 40-foot entertainer's 
• bus for rent by small groups; driver 
included; rent from one weekend up 
to one year. 16 seats, 6 bunks, show­
er, lounges front and rear. Ride in 
comfort, arrive in style. Day: (606) 
292-8877; Night: (606) 485-4889. 

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land tour, 
Nov. 2-11. First class-only $1,795. 
Call Pastor Studie, (502) 247-8331. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth. Good potential for growth in 
youth department. 15 to 20 per week. 
Send resume or contact: Rodney 
Groff, 175 Mexico Road, Marion, KY 
42064; (502) 965-9026. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Leitchfield, Ky., is seeking a full­
time minister of music. Responsibili­
ties include: sanctuary choir, graded 
choir program, handbell choir, youth 
instrumental ensemble, traditional and 
contemporary music services. Appli­
cants should send resume to: First 
Baptist Church, 106 East Walnut St., 
Leitchfield, KY 42754. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla., 
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available for 
vacation rental. Large pool, tennis 
courts, screened porch, lovely seclud­
ed beach, bikes, canoe, kayak. Week­
ly rates-May through mid-Decem­
ber: $615. Call Pat'Owen, (502) 895-
8752 (home), or 897-5079 (office). 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for worship services and choir. 

. All . inquiries please respond to: Mt. 
Freedom Baptist Church, 100 S. Lex­
ington Ave., Wilmore, KY 40390. 

RETREAT: Glorieta Conference 
Center. Stay with family spring, sum­
mer, fall or winter. Call (800) 797-
4222 to make reservations or for in­
formation. 

Schools join 
Baptist college's 
NCAA protest 

BUIES CREEK, N.C. 
(RNS)-More than 30 
schools have joined a 
Baptist college in North 
Carolina to challenge a 
decision by the NCAA to 
eliminate a rule that 
accommodated schools 
not wanting to play 
championship games on 
Sundays. • 

National Collegiate 
Athletic Association 
rules require the 
association's board· of 
directors to reconsider a 
decision if it receives 
more than 30 requests 
for an override vote. As 
of May 26, 32 schools 
had requested such a 
vote. 

If the decision is not 
changed, the more than 
300 active members of 
Division I-the largest 
schools-can decide to 
consider the issue 
themselves at the next 
NCAA annual convention 
in January 1999. A five­
eighths majority vote 
would be needed to 
override the board's 
decision. 

In addition, if the 
NCAA receives 100 
requests for an override 
vote by July 6, the rule 
would be suspended 
until a vote can be taken 
at the 1999 convention. 

Campbell University, 
in Buies Creek, N.C., 
requested the override 
vote after the NCAA 
Division I directors 
approved a proposal that 
jettisoned the 35-year­
old rule that required 
rescheduling a 
championship game 
from Sunday if a school 
objected. 

The board also voted 
to allow Sunday 
competition to start 
before noon. 

Among other schools 
requesting the override 
are Baylor University, 
Duke University, 
Northwestern University, 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 
Virginia Military Institute, 
and Stanford University. 
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Most pastors have 
had little or no 
training in time 

management and 
are having to learn 
to "work smarter" 
by trial and error. 

"A lot of churches 
• assume that 

people know what 
their mission is, 

but most of them 
don't." 

Innovative Pastor Bill 
Hybels 

CHURCHES 
Pastors' own busy schedules fuel their busy schedules 

CAROL STREAM, lli.-Congre­
gational expectations placed on pas­
tors might be rising, but that isn't the 
reason most pastors say they're burn­
ing the candle at both ends. 

A new nationwide survey of 600 
pastors conducted by Leadership 
magazine found nearly half of the re­
sponding pastors believe they're 
working too hard. 

But when asked why they're work­
ing too hard, the pastors did not place 
the blame at the feet of congregation 
members, as many scholars and de­
nominational officials have speculat­
ed in recent years. Instead, the pastors 
pointed the finger at themselves. 

-Only 7 percent of pastors in the 
survey said unrealistic expectations 
from their ·church' s governing board 
drives their hard work. 

The most oft-cited answers instead 
were "I expect too much of myself' 
(68 percent) and "I love what I do so 

much I don't always know when to 
stop" (51 percent). 

However, the article in Leader­
ship's spring issue which reports on 
results of the survey quotes an Indi­
ana pastor who explains that pastors 
may underestimate the pressure they 
feel from a congregation. • 

"You can say all the pressure 
comes from yourself," the article 
quotes Peter Strubhar of First Mis­
sionary Church in Berne, Ind., as ex­
plaining. "But the ·expectations of 
what a: few people think pastoral min­
istry ought to be are never-ending. 
From time to tirrie I think, If I'd do 
this one thing, it would make the crit­
ics happy for a while. That soon be­
comes my expectation." 

The article lists five "surprises" 
found in the research, with the source 
of pastoral workloads being No. 1. 

Other surprises cited include: 
I When estimates of time spent in 

ministry were double-checked against 
actual time logs, researchers found 
pastors accurately estimate the num­
ber of hours they spend in ministry. 
However, pastors misjudged their ac­
tual hours in two key at"eas: they un­
derestimated the amount of time spent 
on administration and overestimated 
the amount of time spent in prayer. 

I Despite perceptions to the con­
trary, there's not much difference. in 
the way large-church pastors spend 
their time compared to pastors who 
have no other support staff. Regard­
less of church size or staff size, pas­
tors reported spending about 11 hours 
each week in sermon preparation. 

"The only real difference in the 
way solo pastors and pastors with staff 
spend their time is this: Senior pastors 
spend two more hours per week lead­
ing meetings and services, while solo 
pastors spend an extra hour each week 
in pastoral care," the article reports. 

"Pastoring is pastoring, and the way 
time is spent shifts little based on 
church size." 

I Most pastors have had little or no 
training in time management and are 
having to learn to "work smarter" by 
trial and error. 

I Despite the intense demands on 
pastors, most report they are happy in 
their work and find it fulfilling. More 
than 80 percent said they are happy 
with their workload, and 91 percent 
said they are satisfied with the kind of 
work they do. 

The most-satisfied pastors, howev­
er, share several common traits, the 
study found: they limit their work to 
45-50 hours per week, have learned 
to live with unfinished business, use 
all their annual vacation and consis­
tently take one full day off per week. 

Leadership. is a quarterly journal 
for church leaders published by Chris­
tianity Today Inc. 

Hybels: Churches need mission, strategy, teamwork, commitment 
GLORIETA, N.M. (ABP)~ The 

local church really is the hope of the 
world, Bill Hybels told more than 500 
church leaders from 30 states at the 
National Innovative Church Leader­
ship Conference at Glorieta Baptist 
Conference Center. 

"Government does not have the 
solution to society;s problems," said 
Hybels, pastor of Chicago's 16,000-
member Willow Creek Community 
Church. "Education does not have the 
solution to the sin problem in this 

world [nor do] business or the mili­
tary." 

Hybels said the local church has an 
"entrustment" from Jesus Christ. 

"We have the only message that 
can transform human life and redirect 
it," he said. "We have community that 

' we can invite people to be a part of. 
We have the Holy Spirit to bind us 
together. We have the powerof prayer 
.... We have a road map, the Bible. 
We have it all. It has been entrusted 
to us for this window of time." 

Honoring student leaders 
By Robert Dunston 

During Cumberland College's 
Honors Day Convocation May 4 
the college community recognized 
two graduating seniors for the ex­
cellent leadership they have dis­
played during their four years at 
Cumberland. 

The Gorman Jones Campus 

cation major, has been a spiritual 
leader on campus as well as a lead­
er on our baseball team. He is ac­
tive in Baptist Student Union and 
has been instrumental in promoting 
weekly devotions in the campus 
dormitories. 

Perhaps McKinney's greatest 
contribution has been to Cumber­
land's Fellowship of Christian Ath­

Leadership Award was 
presented to Paula Wil­
son, thedaughterofRon­
nie and Diana Wilson of 
Strunk. Wilson's major is 
education. On campus 
Wilson has been in­
volved in Cumberland's 
student chapter of the 
National Education As-

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

letes huddle. For the past 
year he has been presi­
dent and has led the hud­
dle to be named Huddle 
of the Year in Kentucky 
for the second year in a 
row. McKinney has dem­
onstrated his leadership 
Skills in many areas and 
his honor was very de­
served. -. sociation and has worked 

with area children 
through our Knight 
Foundation mentoring program and 
Appalachian Ministries. 

Wilson has not confined her 
work to on-campus activities. She 
has served as a chaperone for ac­
tivities at Pine Knot Middle School 
and has volunteered as a cheerlead­
ers coaches' aide. Wilson's leader­
ship both on and off campus and her 
commitment to education make her 
a worthy recipient of the honor. 

Kenny McKinney received the 
T.J. Roberts Campus Leadership 
Award. McKinney is the son of 
Dexter and Sharyn McKinney of 
Whitley City. Kenny, a health edu-

The difficulty in se­
lecting recipients for the 

leadership awards is that Cumber­
land College is blessed with so 
many student leaders. What a great 
opportunity we have as faculty, 
staff and administration to watch 
God work in the lives of our stu­
dents as they develop their leader­
ship skills and prepare to serve God 
and humanity in the future. 

Wilson and McKinney are out­
standing examples of the best in 
young people today. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of-the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

Hybels said his church does not 
innovate for innovation's sake. "We 
innovate for one reason: to get the at­
tention of believers and nonbelievers 
alike," he said. 

Hybels said churches must recog­
nize their mission. 

He said nine out of 10 pastors he 
talks with "cannot give me a simple 
statement of the mission of their 
church. 

"A lot of churches assume that 
people know what their mission is, but 

Bridging the unknown 
Think with me of those things 

in your childhood or young adult­
hood that loomed large in your 
mind then that are so diininished in 
size now. 

I can think of a few: Going off 
the diving board at the community 
pool, driving my grandfather's Ford 
Jubilee tractor, feeding the horses 
in the adjacent pasture sugar from 

most of them don't. Is it to propagate 
the doctrine of a denomination, or to 
pay the bills and keep the doors open, 
or to continue to hold services?" 

Churches also must develop a clear 
strategy, help members work togeth­
er and gain their commitment," he 
added. 

. "We have to challenge the people 
to give their best to God," Hybels 
claimed. "A church will never reach 
its potential with half-hearted efforts 
of quarter-committed Christians." 

ening bridges from dependence to 
independence. Those bridges don't 
look so scary to us now, but they 
sure do to these young :people. In 
many cases, our children have been 
in the social services system for 
years, removed from their families 
of origin because of abuse and ne­
glect. Leaving a system that has 
cared for them is just as hard as 

my hand, driving myself 
downtown in Lakeland, 
Fla. 

The anxiety wasn't 
always fear. Usually 
what I was doing was 
something I very much 
wanted. I just needed 
time and often some help 
in getting there. I needed, 
and usually got, help in 
my transition from the 
unknown to the known 
from a loving family. I 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

leaving a family in some 
ways. 

often think of how much Bill Smithwick 

Your gifts to KBHC 
help fund our Center for 
Independence and other 
independent living pro­
grams, helping our kids 
face those big, scary un­
knowns with someone 
who has been there and 
can help. These programs 
help kids with budgeting, 
job skills, education 
goals and. other things 
that youth have to learn 
in order to make it on more difficult crossing 

those barriers would have been had 
I gone it all alone. 

Dawn and I have three lovely 
children. They bring great joy to our 
lives, in fact they bring about all the 
joy I can handle. I want my kids to 
grow up as fulfilled Christians who 
make a contribution to society and 
live somewhere else! What a chal­
lenge. 

I ask that you think about our 
KBHC kids who don't have fami­
lies to help them cross those fright-

their own. 
During this time of graduation, 

please remember these young peo­
ple in your prayers as they venture 
into the unknown. I thank you that 
they don't have to go it alone. 

_ Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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CHURCHES 
Do Americans lie about how often they attend church? 
Continued from page 1 
reported to pollsters, only 20 percent 
actually were counted in attendance. 
And instead of 50 percent of Catho­
lics attending as they reported to poll­
sters, only 28 percent actually were 
counted in attendance. 

Pastors were not surprised by the 
findings. But pollsters whose data 
were called into question were not 

• happy at all. 
Five years after their initial study, 

Hadaway and Marler are giving new 
insight into the controversial issue. 
They co-authored an article in the 
May 6 issue of Christian Century in 
which they explain possible reasons 
for differences in polling data. 

Hadaway is a former researcher for 
the Southern Baptist Sunday School 
Board and Home Mission Board who 
currently works for the United Church 
of Christ's Board for Homeland Min- • 
istries. Marler is a former Kentuckian 
and graduate of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary who teaches at 
Samford University. 

Their mis-sion in 1993 was not to 
prove that the Gallup Poll data was 
"wrong," they assert. And even now, 
they believe the Gallup figures accu­
rately reflect answers to the question 
Gallup pollsters ask. 

The problem is the Gallup question 
and others like it are prone to diver­
gent interpretation by well-meaning 
resr,ondents1JHiidaway11a,fid Marler 
contend.· ~ I : , • • ,; . ' .'' '·,c. ' ~ 

"Researchers who study how peo-

ple answer survey questions have long 
. known that responses to behavioral 

questions represent more or less than 
'just the facts.' When asked how 
many times they ate out last week, 
how frequently they have sex and 
whether or not they voted in the last 
election, most people report what they 
usually do, what they would like to 
do or what they think someone like 
them ought to do." 

So the traditional Gallup ques­
tion-"Did you, yourself, happen to 
attend church or synagogue in the last 
seven days?"--evokes responses 
based not so much on fact as on emo­
tion, tradition and desired perception, 
Hadaway and Marler argue. 

"Active church members·who did 
not happen to attend church last Sat­
urday or Sunday are expected to say 
no in response to Gallup's question. 
But this creates problems for people 
who see themselves as committed 
church members and weekly attend­
ers. Many have an internal rule that 
says, 'I am a person who attends 
church every week.' Saying, 'No, I 
did not attend church' violates that 
internal rule and identifies them sym­
bolically as non-churchgoers." 

Also, inquiries among people who 
answered yes to the church attendance 
question when they actually had not 
attended church the previous week 
found that people's perceptions of 
thmt involvement irtf church,.rt111¥,.J}e 
based on marginal relation&' ur!a 
church. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Available in 20' to 3 7' Models 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 3 70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 ( 12 to 43 passengers) 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

~ 
Maryhurst 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

A journey of HOPE, one youth at a time · 
. .---···-· . 

Maryhurst, An expanding mission driven social service agency serviryg;/ 
youth and their families in Louisville since 7 843, seeks male andf¢.ti/iJi.J.i! 
applicants for the following positions: ... • 

YOUTH MINISTER 
Responsible for organizing group and indi\'.!9H~!~t!x!Ji~s re14w~~iltt~~!ffii 

.~E:1~i5g:;~§~~ 
will include evenings and weeke#9t ... 

Applicant must be sensitive to cJi~Yrli~■li1!;;~11~;~ij;:;;; t 
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"Follow-up questions about what 
people meant by 'attending church' 
revealed that a few were counting 
things other than attending worship, 
such as going to weddings, funerals, 
committee meetings, Sunday school 
and choir practice," Hadaway and 
Marler write. "One individual in Ash­
tabula County even said his atten­
dance consisted of mowing the church 
lawn on the previous Saturday." 

But these cases account for only 
about 2 percent of all people polled. 
What about the rest of the gap? 

The answer may lie in what peo­
ple perceive their relationship to the 
church to be, and that relationship may 
be based in the distant past. 

"First, a 'churched' identity, once 
established, seems remarkably resil­
ient and long-lasting," they report. 
"Second, whereas 'churched' behav­
ior might be important for establish­
ing such an identity, continued fre­
quent attendance does not seem nec­
essary for people to maintain it." 

To illustrate, they cite the case of a 
Connecticut woman named Carol 
who is "typical of many people who 
continue to see themselves as 'regu­
lar' churchgoers despite increasingly 
irregular attendance." 

Carol was raised in the church, 
went to church events weekly through 
her teens, but dropped out during col­
lege and the early years of c;:hild-rear­
in•~ -li,ateP she; andihe11 husband :re­
tuifo?d To' a,..dfffe'refif chutcrI "fb'r the 
sake of the children." 

Now her family attends only at 

Easter and Christmas, but she goes by 
herself occasionally. And she donates 
services for special church events. She 
doesn't know the current minister or 
many active church members, yet she 
considers herself a part of the church. 
And if a pollster asked whether she 
attended church last week, she said 
she might reasonably answer yes, 
even if she didn't actually attend that 
week. • 

"Church attendance is increasing­
ly a private matter, and it is corre­
spondingly easier for each of us to 
maintain an idealized image of our­
selves as regular attenders when in 
fact we may only manage to attend 
church two or three times a month at 
the most," Hadaway and Marler write. 
"As long as the proportion of Ameri­
cans who see themselves as regular, 
fairly active churchgoers is stable, the 
proportion of Americans who say they 
attend church each week will remain 
about the same- regardless of the ac­
tual level of attendance." 

Change in the polling disparity will 
occur only when Americans believe 
it is less important for them to perceive 
themselves as regular churchgoers, 
they argue. And this change may be 
on the way, with lower levels of child­
hood involvement in church produc­
ing adults with lesser self-imposed 
expectations about the importance of 
church attendance. 
•• _,, T.he researcliers_ conclude: "Tut: 
clialJenge £a'i- i\nierican1churches is-. to 
help reconnect the doing and the say­
ing, before all is said and done." 

SonTeams bring· sunshine to Cedarmore 
Cedarmore is alive with the buzz 

and activity of many Baptist Stu­
dent Union students who have 
come to invest their summer in the 
lives of our youth who will come to 
camp. As they arrived Sunday 
night, their first greeting was a se­
vere thunderstorm that brought a 
huge rain to Cedarmore. But the 

• clouds were only temporary, and 

veal himself to the lost kids that 
come spend a week with us. Pray 
for the strength over the course of 
the summer for each of the leaders. 
Pray for the camp pastors that serve 
each week. During the week the 
SonTeams minister here_ at Cedar­
more, then on weekends they move 
into local churches ... you'll see, 
hear and experience many of them 

it's great to have these 
outstanding young adults 
here for the summer. 

I am so thankful to be 
a part of such a phenom­
enal ministry opportuni­
ty. These BSUers will 
provide the camp leader­
ship, teaching and coun­
seling and are led by Tom 
Smoot. During a · period 
of more than 20 years, 
Smoot has established a 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

throughout the summer. 
But the schedule they 
keep is grueling, so they 
need our prayers. And 
pray that hundreds of 
youth will come to know 
Jesus as Lord and Savior, 
and that those who al­
ready know him will see 
him in a fresh way. 

On another subject, 

rich tradition for our- Rusty Ellison 

.,1 we are in need of a cou­
ple of golf carts to use 
around Cedarmore. This 

youth camps. The BSU­
ers who spend the summer minis­
tering to our youth are assembled 
into ministry teams known as Son­
Teams. 

You can make a vital contribu­
tion to our camp ministries by re­
membering to pray for us this sum- . 
mer. These college students make 
such a difference in the lives of our 
youth. Pray for them as ,the first 
wave of student campers arrives 
Monday, June 15. Pray t_hat God 
would work in and through each of • 
the leaders. Pray that God will re-

is a big place, and we 
spend much more of our tj.me "in 
between." If anyone has a golf cart 
that is road-worthy, let me hear 
from you. We would certainly ap­
preciate the help. 

To God be the glory for what he 
continues to do at Jonathan Creek 
and Cedarmore. It's going to be. a 
great, great summer! 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911. 

"The challenge for 
American churches 
is to help 
reconnect the 
doing and the 
saying, before all 
is said and done." 
Sociologists Kirk 
Hadaway and Penny 
Long Marler 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS -
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Ann Tatum 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Comfort and strength 
for International Service 

Corps missionary 
Marlene Roberts as she 

concludes her term of 
service in Penza, Russia, 

in July. 

■ BOWLING GREEN-First 
Church called Daryl Hall as minis­
ter of youth/outr:each. He previous­
ly was youth discipleship intern at 
Baptist Sunday School Board in 
Nashville. He began his new minis­
try May 11. 

Campbellsville at (502) 465-6090. 
■ CRESTWOOD-Harrods Creek 
Church recently ordained David 
Peppler to the gospel ministry. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-The children 
and youth at Casky Church will 
present a patriotic musical "Arneri­
kids, In God We Trust," June 28 at 
6p.m. 

■ CAMPBELLSBURG-Provi­
dence Church recently ordained 
Minister of Youth/Children Mark 
Burks to the gospel ministry. 

■ LONDON-Old Salem Church 
recently called Vince Mullins as 
pastor. 

■ Yula, a teacher with 
whom missionary Jane 

Meredith has been 
sharing Christ in Penza, 

Russia. "She has been -
very open to talking 

about God," Meredith 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Seibert 
Sullivan, longtime pastor in Ken­
tucky and Tennessee, is available for 
revivals, supply, interim and other 
ministry. He can be reached in 

■ LOUISVILLE-Valley View 
Church called Mark Vincent as 
minister of spiritual growth and mis­
sions. He will begin his new minis-

- - said. 

ii Elina, a friend of 
missionary Lori Milburn 
in Tambov, Russia, who 
Milburn said is "close to 

accepting the Lord as 
her Savior." 

■ Greater Boston 
Baptist Association's 

plans to begin a church . 
in Plymouth, Mass., a • 

fast-growing community 
south of Boston. 

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION Pastor Mike Hamrick of Sandy Spring Baptist Church 
presents church secretary Bonnle~@Y.alty with. ,cJ:.crystaMwwUo Jl1J1i1or 'Lhe£20.years, of 
'sen!fce 'to' tffe'chDrch. 'Royalty, wh@ 'recentlyTetired:'has -ser,ved during· the ministry, at 
tour pastors. During the service she also received a book of letters-of appreciation from 
members as well as a cash bonus. 

It's nice when they say 'thank you' 
I have told you before how nice it is when those 

we have helped pause to say "thank you." Two 
letters came to my office recently. Each was a lov­
ing and kind reminder of the gratitude many have 
for the ministry Oneida Baptist Institute is pro­
viding. 

The first letter came from one of our most out­
standing students. He graduated last year and is 
now in college. Here is part of what he wrote: "I 
would like to take this .opportunity to thank you 
and the OBI faculty and staff for every­
thing you have done for my family and 
me .... When I was 14 years old I had 
this dream about coming to America 
and studying. When I told my parents 
... I know that they did not take me seri­
ously, but that was my dream. I do be­
lieve that people in life must experience 
difficulties, such as living far from those 
who you love and those who love you. 

"Back to my story. A year went by, 
and I believe that my parents still did 
not think I was prepared for such a big 
step in life at such a young age. Finally, 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

continue to prosper Oneida .ahd that your gift to 
Alice will be multiplied ten-fold and returned to 
you. Our family views her illness, recovery and 
present status in the United States as a true testi­
mony of God's abundant grace and faithfulness -
to his children. 

"A little over a year ago we embarked on a 
mission to help Alice, however we could, but we 
did not expect that one year later, the entire plan 
would have been accomplished. Our plan includ-

ed the following: ( 1) Get her accepted 
to a school that would provide assis­
tance along the line of a scholarship. (2) 
Get her immigration status changed 
from a visitor to a student. (3) Get med­

' ical assistance for her laboratory tests, 
inpatient care and drugs. 

"Oneida was among many schools 

after my persistence in my idea, they W.F. Underwood 

_ contacted for assistance, but the only 
one that responded favorably. That re­
sponse gave us the hope and the mo­
mentum to continue. . . . In January 
1998 the Immigration and Naturaliza­
tion Services approved Alice's request 
to have her status changed from a visi-

gave me permission. I was so happy. 
"I hope and pray for those who are attending 

Oneida as students ... I also hope that they may 
realize the chance and the opportunity they are 
being given. I hope that they will make the best of 
it, and one day, the right day, they may leave there 
and realize for themselves what a great place 
Oneida is." 

Then this letter came from the family of an 
international student we were able to help: 

''Thank you all so very much for the scholar­
ship awarded Allee (not her real name) for the 
summer of 1998 and the August 1998 through 
May 1999 academic year. We pray that God will 

tor to a student. In April 1998 we were 
able to obtain health insurance for Alice. Prior to 
the receipt of your bill and notation, ( offering her 
a full scholarship) the only item on our plan of 
action that had not been accomplished was ob­
taining a full scholarship for Alice. You cannot 
imagine how elated we were to know she was 
awarded a scholarship. Oneida was the first insti­
tution to give us hope about Alice and the institu­
tion to grant us the final wish in our 'plan of ac­
tion' for her. What a blessing you have been to all 
ofus." 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P. 0. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972 
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try June 28. Also, there have been 
.more than 200 additions, 75 by bap­
tism, this year. Kevin Hamm is pas­
tor. 

Hazelwood Church will.celebrate 
its 95th anniversary July 25-26. Spe­
cial events are planned. 

Cloverleaf Church will hold va­
cation Bible school June 15-19 at 9 
a.m.-noon. For more information, 
call (502) 367-0218. 

Wendy Dever, preschool/chil­
dren associate in KBC Sunday 
school department, gave birth to a 
baby boy May 28. 

Midlane Park Church called Bill 
Cubine as interim pasto_r. He began 
his new ministry June 8. 

Walnut Street Church called 
Brad Lauer as minister to students. 
He previously was on the staff at 

First Church in DeFuniak Springs, 
Fla., He will begin his new ministry 
mid-June. 
■ MCDANIELS-Rough River 
Church called Associate Pastor 
David Lupex as pastor. He began 
his new ministry June 1. Former 
Pastor George Tichenor is semi- · 
retired and will be available for pul­
pit supply. He can be reached at 
(502) 879-9527. 

' ■ PRINCETON-Steve Custer re­
cently resigned as minister of music 
at First Church to become minister 
of music and worship at Grace 
Church in Evansville, Ind. 
■ WICKLIFFE-Faith Church re­
cently held revival services. Henry 
Linginfelter of Alcoa, Tenn. was 
evangelist. More than 75 decisions 
were made. 

Americans give more to charity in 1997 
WASHINGTON (RNS)-Arneri-

• cans gave 7.5 percent more money to 
charity in 1997 than they did in 1996, 
according to Giving USA, a report is­
sued by the American Association of 
Fund-Raising Counsel Trust for Phi­
lanthropy. 

The increase was the largest since 
• 1989. 

Individuals, foundations and cor­
porations combined to give a total of 
$143.46 billion in 1997 to a wide 
range of nonprofit groups. Individu­
als accounted for just more than three­
quarters of-the total. 

Increased confidence in charities 
-imfluenc_ed:t® UPJll!Tg~ jQ,pµ\;1,H9-.,gi,-\:f 
ing, said 1Nancy Raybin, :AAfRCTP 
chair. - • 

Last year, she said, "a veil of cyn-

icism that shrouded American chari­
ties lifted"-a reference to financial 
scandals in recent years at United 
Way, the Foundation for New Era 
Philanthropy and other charities. 

New laws require non-profits to 
provide copies of their tax fomis to 
any individual. 

Giving in 1997 increased the 
most-15 percent-for international 
organizations. ' 

' 

LITTLE GIANT MFG. CO. 
BAPTISTRIES ~ ._, 

~ WATER HEATERS jt!l~-:W I[_,,, 
STEEPLES ~'::-(lliill 
CROSSES :,;;; 

I www little-giant corn _ 

t ' """ O,aoae. '"'"' """ l 
TOLL FREE 1-800-231-6035 . 

Faithful ministry in Indiana 
Former Kentucky pastor Da­

mon Jones invited me to preach 
at Old Town Hill Baptist Church 
in Muncie, Ind. While in town I 
had the opportunity to visit 1950 
alumnus Frank Bradburn, who 
was pastor of the church for 20 
years. 

Frank and Hester Bradburn 
and two children came to Clear 

around to tithing. He was a great 
servant. 

"I was discouraged at one point 
-and considered leaving. Dr. Kelly 
helped me to see I would only be 
running away rather than facing 
the situation and learning some­
thing. 

"I had missions under Brother 
Aldridge and appreciate the 

Creek from Paris, Ky., 
in 1948. A daughter was 
born during student 
days. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

friendship we've had 
through the years." 

What advice does 
this ministry veteran 
have for our students? • Bradburn's experi­

ence in carpentry and 
plumbing was soon put 
to use on the student 
"workship" program. 
He remembers install­
ing a water tank and 
pipes for the campus 
water system. 

Bradburn also in­

"Love the people. 
When I went to Muncie, 
I prayed to get sick so I 
wouldn't have to attend 
business meetings. 
Love overcame the con­
flict." 

stalled the furnace in Bill Whittaker 
Kelly Hall. 

A large new audito­
rium now occupies the 
7 .5-acre plot he lead the 
church to purchase. 

Mrs. Bradburn remembered 
her days in the furniture factory, 
"The men attended class in the 
mornings and kept the kids while 
the women worked the afternoon 
shift. I worked on finishing and 
putting pews together. We earned 
$12 a week." 

"Dr. Kelly would preach in 
chapel and lean on the pulpit stand 
so much I thought he would fall," 
Bradburn said. "We all joked that 
most of his sermons usually got 

Bradburn continues to serve 
where needed and is interim pas­
tor of First Baptist Church of 
Yorktown. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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Labels aside, Grant sings to move people 
By Keith Spera 
Religion t'Jews Service 

N ASHVIL L E (RNS )-Amy 
Grant is well acquainted with the con­
trast between the permanence of re­
corded songs and the changing nature 
of life. 

"You -write a song because you 
have a really strong feeling or convic­
tion or experience, and you freeze that 
moment in time," Grant said. "But the 
reality of life is, nothing stays the 
same." 

During two decades, Grant's mu­
sic hasn't stayed the same. Earnest 
acoustic anthems gave way to a sleek, 
synthesized brand of bubbly pop-lite. 

On her most recent CD, "Behind 
the Eyes," Grant returned to a more 
acoustic,·organic sound; some of the 
disc's well-crafted, middle-of-the-

• road pop and rock would fit in on a 
Sheryl Crow album. 

The lyrical content of Grant's al­
bums has undergone an even more 
radical transformation. Her early 
songs explored Christian themes. She 
became the first contemporary Chris­
tian artist to earn a gold album (for 
sales of more than ~00,000) and has 
sold nearly 20 million albums to date, 
a remarkable number for any record­
ing artist, Christian or otheiwise. 

But beginning with "Unguarded" 
in 1985 and continuing through "Be­
hind the Eyes," Grant's lyrics have 
become increasingly secular. Where 
she once discussed her relationship 
with God, she now focuses on her re-

. lationships with other people. 
On her current tour, Grant draws 

from all stages of her 20-year career. 
As she tells it, that career has been an 
organic progression, one that ushered 
her into the contemporary Christian 
music world and now, to a degree, has 
moved her away from it. 

Grant fell in love with music as a 
child, and was soon picking out Car­
ole King, Joni Mitchell and James 

• Taylor songs on an acoustic guitar. In 
her early teens she became involved 
with a free-form church on Nash­
ville's Music Row. This was the mid­
'70s, at the tail end of the "Jesus 

CROSSOVER QUEEN Amy Grant hasn't put 
much faith in the contemporary Christian 
label, but she does hope her material 
affects listeners spiritually. "I know how 
powerful music_is, because of how my life 
has been affected by songs about faith. " 
(RNS photo) 

movement," the hippie-inspired infor­
mal campaign to forge a new kind of 
Christianity. 

By 15, she had assembled a dozen 
original songs. Without her knowl­
edge, a tape was given to a producer 
for Texas-based Word Music, a gos­
pel label. The label was looking for 
fresh talent in the newly minted field 
of contemporary Christian music. 

"So they called me up and offered 
me a record deal," Grant said. "And 
then suddenly I had this very descrip­
tive label ('contemporary <;:hristian 
musician'), which I never felt really 
one way or the other about. You hear 
music and you're either moved by it 
or you're not, so you buy it or you 
don't buy it. It's basically entertain­
ment." 

Even though Grant did not put 
much faith in the contemporary Chris­
tian label, she hoped her material 
would affect listeners spiritually. "I 
know how powerful music is, because 
of how my life has been affected by 
songs about faith." 

''To say I never wanted my songs 
to have an effect on somebody, or that 
I wasn' t being evangelical .. . I can' t 
say that. I wanted my life to be 

changed, so sure, I wanted somebody 
else' s to be changed. Was I targeting 
people, saying, 'I'm going to sneak in 
here and preach at 'em?' No. But I 
have been so moved by this experi­
ence, and I'm writing about it, so of 
course I' m thinking, 'I hope someone 
else is moved also."' 

In 1985, Grant, by then the best­
selling contemporary Christian artist 
in history, approached Word about her 
desire to record songs with secular 
themes. After receiving the label' s 
blessing, she delivered "Unguarded.'; 

Word Music and A&M Records 
struck a deal to release the album 
jointly; Word would continue to mar­
ket Grant to the Christian audience, 
while A&M would court a main­
stream pop audience. 

The strategy worked, and Grant 
scored a string of pop hits,. including . 
"Baby, Baby" and "Every Heartbeat." 
• Grant's albums are still released 

. and marketed by both labels, even 
though they contain very little overtly 
Christian music. 

Does she now feel more freedom 
to address issues, especially matters of 
the h~art. that might seem out of place 
on a Christian album? 

"I don't really look at it that way. 
When you're first growing up, you 
really feel other people's expectations, 
and you either do or don't live up to 
them. After a certain amount of time, 
you feel like nobody is really looking 
anymore, so whatever integrity you 
hold on to comes from inside," Grant 
said. 

''That's just the path of life; some­
how that's reflected in music. Do I feel . 
a lot more freedom now? Whether I 
was a (performer) or not, by the time 
you're 37, you ought to feel freedom 
.in whatever you're doing. 

''The bottom line always is to be 
moved, whether it's just in some cute, 
perky way or some deep way," she 
said. "In the grand scheme of eternity 
and the world that we cannot see, my 

• guess is any song that deals with faith 
is probably of greater value than a 
song that deals with standing on some 
soapbox, full of angst. (But) there's a 
place for both of them." 

"After a certain 
amount of t.ime, 
you feel like 
nobody is really 
looking anymore, 
so whatever 
integrity you hold 
on to comes from 
inside." 
Amy Grant 

Russian general looking to arm 2.5 million soldiers with Bibles 
By Trennis Henderson 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

BENTON, Ark. (BP)-During the former 
• Soviet Union's war with Afghanistan, Soviet 

Gen. Vycheslav Borisov was the deputy chief 
commander of his nation's 100,000 combat 
troops. Given the code name, "General War," 
he was a feared communist military leader. 
But that was before Borisov met God. 

During the war, Borisov's helicopter was 
shot down. As the hel icopter plummeted 
toward the ground, "I realized clearly that 
death was inevitable," he recounted. "I was 
desperately seeking for a way out, some kind 
of rescue." 

Borisov added, "My whole life played back 
in my mind." As he remembered five of -his 
fellow generals who had died in similar 
circumstances, he also recalled about 20 of 
his soldiers who had been members of 
underground churches. 

Although j;GB agents had been assigned 
"to eradicate faith and belief in God from 
those soldiers' hearts and minds," he said, 
"the work of those agents did not bring any 
results-it was futile." 

Reflecting on times he 
- had told the soldiers, 

"You're misled; there's no 
God," Borisov said they 
responded, "Mr. General , 
we're not misled; you are. 
Only the Lord God loves 
us enough; only he is 
powerful enough to help 

Borisov us." 
Seconds away from 

apparent death, Borisov cried out to God. 
The lone survivor of the helicopter crasli , he 
noted, "An interesting thought penetrated my 
mind, 'The Lord God is there and everyone 
who calls on his name will be saved."' 

Following his life-saving and life-changing 

experience, Borisov spent several months in 
the hospital "balancing between life and 
death." That was more than 13 years ago. 
Today, still an active Russian general, 
Borisov spends his leave time traveling 
throughout the United States to share his -
testimony. Earlier this year he shared his 
story at First Baptist Church of Benton, Ark. 

"I'm happy because I came to know God's 
love," Borisov declared. Prior to his 
conversion, "I did not know how to pray. I 
had never been in a church. I had never held 
the Bible in my hands before. 

"I did not believe in God. I was 
oppressing and persecuting Christians," he 
acknowledged. "I cried out to God and he 
rescued me and gave me a second birth. I 
asked him to restore my health and he did 
that also." 

One of Borisov's primary ministry projects 
now is seeking to supply Bibles for all 2.5 
million soldiers in the Russian army. 
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INDIANA CAMPERS ON MISSION ALONG 
WITH VOLUNTEERS FROM SURGOINSVILLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH, SURGOINSVILLE, TN, AND 
COLLEGE PARK BAPTIST CHURCH, ORLANDO, 
FL, MADE A DIFFERENCE AT CLEAR CREEK 
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VolunteersclippingCampbell Soup labels. 
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Helping with a bulk mail out in Development. 

( • ·, 
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Vinyl trim placed on Aldridge Building. 

Preparing new window facings for 
Moore Hall. 

For more information on volunteer mission opportunities contact Charles Hanking at: 

CLEAR CREEK B\APTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
300 CLEAR CREEK ROAD 
PINEVILLE, KENTUCKY 40977-9754 (606) 337-3196 
Fax: (606) 337-2372 E-Mail: clearcreek@tcnet.net 
Internet: www.ccbbc.edu 
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