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ltem on family added to SBC doctrinal statement

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

SALT LAKE CITY—Attempts to
soften language of submission and to
strengthen inclusion of single adults
and widows were handily turned aside
as a section on family was added to the
Southern Baptist Convention’s doc-
trinal statement June 9.

The proposed Article X VIII of the
“Baptist Faith & Message,” drafted by
a seven-member committee, was ap-
proved overwhelmingly by a show-of-
hands vote on the opening day of the
SBC’s annual meeting in Salt Lake
City.

This was the first time the SBC’s
doctrinal statement has been amend-
ed in 35 years. The last major revision
occurred in 1963, under direction of a

_ tween the Bulls and the Jazz
_ rather than between Southern
Baptists and the Mormons.

. You guys come in a distant
_ second,” said radio talk show
* host Tom Barberi, refemng to
Salt Lake Clty" fo ’
ball

'} whole world
: around the Jazz.” .
. Nevertheless, Baptlsts man-
‘ aged to make their mark in the
_headquarters state for the

~ Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

_ day Saints, a group Baptists
_ consider to be outmde tradmon- :
al Chnsnamty v
Part of that i unpact was s1m1-_-
lar to past annual meetings in
 other cities where SBC messen-

gers have pumped money into

_ the local economy and have

~ worked to strengthen area Bap-,;‘ »'

 tist churches. .
- But this year, the SBC made
_:;,a umque lmpact on Salt Lakef..,,

1ty

committee comprised of the presi-
dents of the state Baptist conventions.

The latest revising committee was
appointed by SBC President Tom EIl-
1iff last year in response to a motion
made at the annual meeting in Dallas.
The committee was chaired by Antho-
ny Jordan, executive director of the
Baptist General Convention of Okla-
homa.

In a news conference after adop-
tion of the new section, Jordan said the
addition was needed because of the
challenges modern culture presents to
the biblical understanding of family.

Due to the “destruction and break-
up of the home,” it is time for South-
ern Baptists to clarify their stance, he
said.

The four-paragraph statement says
God has “ordained the family as the

foundational institution of human so-
ciety.” It defines family as “persons
related to one another by marriage,
blood or adoption.”

Marriage is “‘the uniting of one man
and one woman in covenant commit-
ment for a lifetime,” it adds.

The most discussed portion of the
statement highlights the roles of men
and women in a marriage and declares
that wives must submit to their hus-
bands.

“A husband is to love his wife as
Christ loved the church,” it declares.
“He has the God-given responsibility
to provide for, to protect and to lead
his family. A wife is to submit herself
graciously to the servant leadership of
her husband even as the church will-
ingly submits to the headship of
Christ. She, being in the image of God

GAME PLAN Rusty Ellison, president of Kentucky Baptist Assemblies Inc., hands out evangelistic tracts in front of the Delta Center in Salt

as is her husband and thus equal to him,
has the God-given responsibility to
respect her husband and to serve as his
helper in managing the household and
nurturing the next generation.” :

The first attempt to amend the pro-
posal focused on this section, with a
messenger asserting that the commit-
tee’s work was unbiblical.

“We need to be very clear that when
we amend the ‘Baptist Faith & Mes-
sage,” a document that has stood us
well as Southern Baptists for nearly
three decades, that we do so scriptur-
ally,” said Tim Owings, pastor of First
Baptist Church of Augusta, Ga.

His amendment would have
changed the article to read: “Both
husband and wife are to submit gra-
ciously to each other as servant leaders
Q See Article on family ..., page 7

Lake City June 5 before the National Basketball Association championship game between the Chicago Bulls and Utah Jazz. Ellison was
among dozens of Southern Baptist volunteers blitzing the basketball crowd as part of the Crossover Salt Lake City evangelistic effort. (BP

photo by Bob Carey)

Dobson calls Baptists to act on heliefs

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

SALTLAKECITY (ABP)—Amer-
ican culture is divided into two war-
ring camps: those who believe God is
and those who believe God isn’t, James
Dobson told the Southern Baptist
Convention June 11.

Dobson, founder and president of
Focus on the Family, received a warm
welcome from a full house at Salt Lake
City’s Salt Palace convention center,
where the SBC was holding its annual
meeting. Messengers and guests greet-
ed Dobson with several ovations
throughout his hour-long speech. .

“Society is split into two broad
camps in a civil war of values,” Dob-
son asserted.

The first is “those who say God is,
he said. “And because he is there’s a
whole litany of transcendent truths

you don’t have to re-examine with
every generation that comes along.
You accept them because they come
from the Creator. That’s why we be-
lieve in the sanctity of life, the dangers
of premarital sex, the Ten Command-
ments, in honesty, integrity.”

On the other side are “those who
have concluded that God isn’t,” he
said. “If God does not exist, everything
changes. You set your national poli-
cy on the basis of public-opinion polls.
‘When life is inconvenient, you get rid
of it. ... If God isn’t, then homosexual-
ity is the moral equivalent of hetero-
sexuality and the family is defined any
way you want to define it.”

The speech was not the attack on
the Republican Party Dobson was ex-
pected to deliver, the kind of speech
he has been making in Washington
and other points across the nation in
recent months.

However, Dobson called Southern
Baptists to action in the moral war he
says is engulfing America, and which
he has attempted in recent months to
hold GOP leadership accountable for
addressing.

He concluded by citing a passage
from Revelation 21:8, which “lists
those who will be in the lake of fire” at
the day of judgment, he said..“You
know what is listed first? ... It’s the tim-
id, those who lack courage.”

Christians “have hidden for far too
long behind the phrase “We don’t deal
with those issues because we’re not
political,”” Dobson declared. “Folks,
it is not political to kill babies, it is
immoral to kill babies.”

Christians must not let themselves
be intimidated into thinking they can-
not make a difference on political is-
sues, he said. “Our critics have been
1 See Dobson commends ..., page 11



SIGN OF LIFE This billboard
near downtown Salt Lake
City was one of several
spread across the city as a
message from Southern
Baptists during their annual
meeting there June 9-11.
(BP photo by Bill Bangham) | §

Crossover reaches 1,200
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Continued from page 1
Baptists and offered free videos with
an evangelistic message.

Atleast 1,200 people made profes-
sions of faith during Crossover Salt
Lake City. Most of those, according
to SBC North American Mission
Board leaders, were non-Mormons.

Just days before the convention,
three SBC leaders met for almost an
hour with two top-level leaders of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. SBC officials in the meeting
were President Tom Elliff; Paige
Patterson, president of Southeastern
Baptist Theological Seminary; and
Phil Roberts, interfaith witness direc-
tor for the North American stsxon
Board.

“We found great allies in our Mor-

mon friends in issues of pornography
and family,” Patterson said. “It was
also recognized in that meeting we are
light years apart doctrinally.”

John Hughes, editor of the Mor-
mon church-owned Deseret News, said
the anticipated clashes never materi-
alized, in part because Mormon Presi-
dent Gordon Hinckley repeatedly
told Mormons to be gracious hosts.

Most Crossover interaction be-
tween Mormons and Baptists occurred
during door-to-door visits focused on
a spiritual opinion survey. Most vis-
its were cordial and friendly, but Mor-
mon families expressed little interest
in abandoning their faith, SBC offi-
cials said. :

Marilyn Patrick, coordinator of a
church block party during Crossover
Salt Lake City, said a local Mormon
ward told members to stay away from
the Baptist party and scheduled a con-
flicting event.

At Temple Square, Mormon mis-
sionaries Sister Athay and Sister Me-
cham said they had shown a number

Baptists leave mark on Mormon territory

of SBC visitors around the 10-acre
grounds. The two acknowledged
there had been some concern about the
Baptists coming, but those concerns
had proved unfounded.

“Everybody asks, ‘How are you
dealing with these Baptists?’” Sister
Mecham said. “And I say, “‘What do
you mean? They’re great.””

The Mormon tour guides did say
that Baptist visitors often pointed out
differences between Mormon and
Baptist beliefs. But they said they
didn’t take any special training to pre-
pare for the influx.

“We deal with all sorts of faith
groups every day,” Sister Mecham
said. “The Baptists are really good at
sharing their beliefs.”

‘Meanwhile, at Cross Roads Mall
located across the street from the con-
vention center, some SBC messengers
were visiting the Disney store, accord-
ing to an assistant manager named
Kris, who declined to give her last
name.

“Most of them have their children
in here, so it’s things for the kids,” she
said.

Kiris said she was aware the SBC
had called for a boycott of the Walt
Disney Co. but hadn’t heard a word
about it from the visitors. “The ones
that have been in have been incredi-
bly nice.”

Although the NBA finals may have
drawn more local attention, local offi-
cials predicted the convention would
have a bigger bounce on the local
economy.

“We’re looking at approximately
$16.5 million total economic impact,”
said Jeri Cartwright of the Salt Lake
Convention & Visitors Bureau. “This
is our largest convention this year—
and we are delighted to have you.”

Messengers and guests-attending

the SBC impressed local people with
their attitude. “We love ’em here,” said
gift shop manager Rachel Bankhead.
“They’re very pleasant and very
friendly.”

Barberi, who has hosted a radio
talk show for 28 years in Salt Lake
City, said he’s not heard much from
callers about the convention.

The biggest issue was the family
amendment to the “Baptist Faith &
Message,” said Barberi, 55. “We had
quite a number of calls from women
of both perspectives.”

Most Salt Lake City residents were
hoping Baptists had a wonderful time,
he said, adding that he doesn’t expect
many Mormons to be converted to
Baptists’ version of Christianity.

“Hard core LDS people put on a
happy face and they really want to be
perceived as tolerant and respective of
other people,” said Barberi, who is not
a Mormon and calls himself a “devout
nothing.” “But deep down they feel ...
that they have the ultimate answers
and they tolerate everyone else.”

But, he added, that attitude exists
among most groups, be it Mormons,
Baptists, Republicans or Kiwanis.

Barberi said he thinks the conven-
tion being in Salt Lake will be a posi-
tive experience for people who get an
opportunity to have one-on-one con-
versations about their differences.

“It created a stir and conversation,

and I think that i is always healthy,” he
said.

“I’ve learned more about the Bap-
tists because of this convention,” he
said. “People see that just because
people are of different beliefs you
should at least be open to experience
them.”

With additional reporting by Tim
Palmer of the Missouri Word & Way



By Mark Wingfield
Editor

ODGEN, Utah—Debbie Hansford
almost never made it from Kentucky
to be a volunteer missionary in South-
©m Baptists’ evangelistic blitz in Utah.

But because she made it against the
odds, she believes God had a good
purpose for the work her group from
First Baptist Church of Whitley City
was to do in Ogden, Utah.

“I can’t wait to see what God’s go-
ing to do,” she said Saturday, June 6,
while making preparations for a neigh-
borhood block party at Immanuel Bi-
lingual Baptist Church in Ogden.

The group of eight volunteers from
Whitley City was organized by lay-
person Ruth Ann Sandige. The Ken-
tucky church already had a long-term
relationship with the Utah church dat-
ing back to the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention’s partnership with Baptists in
 Utah and Idaho.

Hansford had been to Ogden be-
fore and didn’t want to go back on this
trip. In fact, she had
convinced herself
she couldn’t afford it.

But when Sandige

called to invite her to
help with the evange-
listic effort preceding
the Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting in Salt Lake
City, Hansford began
to mull it over.
. She didn’t sleep
that night, troubled
by the sense that God
was telling her to go.
Finally, she remem-
bered a promotion
Kroger recently had
done whereby cus-
tomers could turn in
grocery receipts for airline ticket dis-
counts.

“God showed me every little
thing” about how it could work out to
make the trip, she said.

The next morning, she gathered up
her receipts and headed to Kroger,
only to learn the special promotion
had ended. But the store had some of
the discount coupons remaining and
agreed to give her one anyway.

She was on her way, until two days
prior to her scheduled departure she
had a freak automobile accident on I-
75 in which her car jumped from the
northbound lane into the southbound
lane and was totaled. She walked out
with only a small bruise.

One of the first people on the scene
of the accident asked her, “Can you
walk out of this?”

She replied, “Yes, I'm going to
Utall 2

Yet that wasn’t the last obstacle she
would face. By using the Kroger cou-
pons, she and another team member
were booked on a different flight
schedule than the other six members
of the Whitley City team. And due to
turbulent weather the day of their
flight, they sat on the ground in Lou-
isville for hours. They finally arrived
in Salt Lake City half-a-day later than
planned, and without Hansford’s lug-
gage.

Undaunted, she and the rest of the
Kentucky team traveled on the 30

Ruth Ann Sandige (left), coordinator
of the Kentucky group, and Debbie
Hansford join in a song during the
block party.

miles north to Ogden to begin their
work.

More than 24 hours later, just as the
block party they were throwing for the
Ogden church was beginning, her lug-
gage arrived by courier.

By that point, the Kentuckians
were in full swing making deliveries
of their own. They had helped prepare
dozens of hamburgers and hot dogs,
bags of potato chips and drinks for the
block party. And they had been walk-
ing door-to-door in the neighborhood
near the church handing out 1,000 fli-
ers about the party.

One of the Kentuckians, Jerry Bur-
gess, took the makeshift stage in front
of the whitewashed cinder-block
church building to deliver a pointed
message. Burgess is a family practice
physician and professional magician
who has traveled the world using
slight of hand to point people to God.

After a couple of tricks, Burgess
talked to the crowd about the differ-
ence between illusion and reality.
What he does as a magician is create
illusions, he said. As
a magician he cannot
reveal the secret to
these illusions.

But as a Christian,
Burgess said, he
knows the reality of

who will believe in
him. And he’s eager
to tell everyone how
to find this reality, he
said.

That was one of
many ways people in
the northern section
of Ogden heard the
Christian gospel that
weekend. The Ken-
tuckians  worked
alongside volunteers
from Arizona and Texas as well as a
corps of college students recruited
from across the nation.

These evangelistic teams blitzed
the neighborhoods around the church,
making door-to-door contacts and
presenting the gospel anytime some-
one would listen. Several people
prayed to trust Christ as Savior during
this effort. Some left the doorsteps
where they had prayed and came
straight to the block party.

Church members also had invited
friends and prospects to the block par-
ty. Throughout the afternoon, volun-
teers spread into the crowd, talking
one-on-one with those who would lis-
ten to a gospel presentation. Special

events also were offered for children..

Pastor Juan Acosta said the block
party, made possible by help received
from the volunteers, was a pivotal part
of his strategy for increasing local
awareness of the small church. Acosta
came to the church only one year ago,
with help from the Southern Baptist

North American Mission Board and -

Utah-Idaho Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

He arrived to find eight active
members remaining in the congrega-
tion. In its 30-year history, the church
building had been boarded up twice
before.

Within the last year, the congrega-
tion has grown to more than 25 and
has discovered a “spiritual healing,”

God’s promise to all.

he said.

The block party was “the first real
move toward evangelism outside the
church walls,” Acosta said. “We’re
using this to reintroduce the church to
the community.”

Southern Baptist work in this north-
ern Utah city is difficult on good days.
Immanuel Bilingual Baptist Church
sits in the shadow of three Mormon
wards, in a neighborhood that is 95
percent Mormon.

That didn’t daunt the volunteers
from Kentucky and -elsewhere,
though. And in the end, they discov-
ered a greater openness to the gospel
than they had anticipated.

The Kentuckians also said they
gained something from the experi-
ence. Pam Wilson, the only first-timer
on the Whitley City team, said she was
apprehensive at first.

At the beginning she let a team-
mate do all the knocking and talking
when making door-to-door visits, she
said. “Then I realized, I can do that.”

Though her church had watched
“The Mormon Puzzle” educational
video and she thought she had some
idea of what life was like in Mormon
territory, Wilson said she realized once
she was there that she didn’t know
much at all.

Coming from the Bible Belt, “it
makes you realize what you’ve taken
for granted for so long,” she said. “You
really don’t comprehend it until you
see it.”

The Kentuckians stayed on for a
week after the block party, helping
conduct sports clinics at a nearby park,
with the goal of building additional
relationships for the church and lead-
ing others to Christ.
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KENTUCKY ON MISSION
B Above: Jerry Burgess, a
physician and magician
from Whitley City, performs
at one of the four locations
he visited June 6 during
Crossover Salt Lake City
evangelistic block parties.

W Far left: Roy Lake, a
member of First Baptist
Church of Whitley City,
grills hamburgersin
preparation for a Crossover
block party. B Immediate
left: Ponchita the clown, aka
Christina Leyva, a student at
the University of Texas-El
Paso, visits with children
during the Crossover block
party where Kentucky
volunteers were working.
(Photos by Bob Carey and
Mark Wingfield)




OPINION

WESTERN RECORDER

P.0. Box 43969
Louisville, Ky. 40253

(ISSN 0043-4132)

MARK WINGFIELD
Editor

DAVID WINFREY
News Director

MAURI SMITH
Marketing & Business
Manager

C.R. DALEY
Editor Emeritus

Earnestly contend for the
faith which was once for
all delivered to the
saints.—Jude 3

Western' Recorder is

. published weekly by
Western Recorder Inc., an
agency of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention, Box
43969, Louisville, Ky.
40253, except for one
week in July and
December. For general
information, call (502)
244-6470. Fax: (502) 244-
6474. Periodicals postage
paid at Louisville, Ky.

To subscribe: Send $10.60
for a one-year, individual
subscription. Group
subscriptions on the

numerous ways to in= -
‘vite ﬁeople to accept

Need altar call

No more altar call? (May 19, page
1) With contemporary music, skits in-
stead of preaching, no church servic-
es on Sunday night—it seems we are
really going out of our way to change
and be like the world, instead of ask-
ing the world to change.

I am a former Dallas resident, now
living in Kentucky, and I am appalled
at the attitude of some
pastors. I resent the sa-
cred invitation to
Christ being compared
to a funeral home faf
The fan went out
air conditioning’ came
in. Not a good compar-
ison!

Of course, there are

the Lord, but this is and
has been a good way
for many, many years.
If some pastors would stop trying to
entertain their congregations and
preach the word then more would
walk the aisles. ' )
People are hungry é)r the gospel.
They get entertained everywhere else.
The Bible says, “Man loves darkness
” Let’s not turn the
lights out yet aphsm is not salvation.
A public profession needs to be made
before baptl

BAPTIST

FORUM

ination.

1 For those for whom it is more con-
venient, like starting the weekend with
a worship service instead of interrupt-
ing it, and thereby have the weekend
for family gatherings.

B For those who need Scriptural
justification and confirmation, read
Luke 4:16—"And he (Jesus) came to

. Nazareth, where he had been brought
. up; and, as his custom was, he went

into the synagogue on
the Sabbath day and
stood up for to read.”
-0 Jesus went to
church on “the seventh
day,” never on “Sun-
day.” He was present
with his Heavenly Fa-
ther at the time of cre-

.. lished:
day” as “the Lord’s
Day.” And Jesus never

. endorsed any other
day, man did.

Your report in the May 19 issue:
“Churches finding options to altar
calls” has prompted me to make this
suggestion. I believe it will help our
churches make the gospel more avail-
able and effective in our current soci-
ety.

Cecil F. McKee

Huntsville, Texas

Alter altar calls

ation when God estab-
“the seventh

_hear your opinion about the re-
_ cently adopted article on “family”

added to the “Baptist Faith & Mes-

- sage.” Send your thoughts, in 300

_words or less, via mail to Baptist
- Forum, Western Recorder, Box

43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253, or

“V1a ‘e-mail to mark wmgﬁeld ‘

. @kybaptist.org or via fax to (502)
. »244 6474 v

bers have just vanished or can’t be
accounted for. One has to believe that
these 8 million plus Baptists never
had a genuine conversion to the Lord.
They apparently responded to invita-
tions in fear or under pressure from
revivalists in altar calls.
May exposure of such a farce in-
crease.
Don Cassidy
Premium

Slap in the face

As a Southern Baptist, I feel as
though I have been slapped in the face
by the Southern Baptist Convention’s
revision of the “Baptist Faith and
Message,” and their so called pro-fam-
ily statement. *

' The Western ‘Réc'ordéc’r@aﬁt‘s to

disturbing

By Sharon Kay Deadmond

.Not being a married person but
a member of the Baptist denomi-
nation, I became upset at the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
. recent decision in asking a wife
to “submit graciously” to the ser-
vant leadership of her husband.
Husbands should examine
themselves first. Husbands should
provide for, protect and lead the
family, but they should also be role
models—in the church, in family
and community. Husbands and
wives should respect one another,
help one another, love and care for
one another and every member of

their family.

Remembering my parents as I
grew up, any important decisions
made in our family were reached *
both by my mother and father.
They taught each of their chil-
dren to be God-fearing, loving
and caring individuals. They also
taught us to have respect for them
as parents and to respect anyone
else we came in contact with.
This wasn’t a rule made by the
husband and father, it was taught
by both husband and wife, moth-

sgcstatement

Rod Mason d father to their childr

church budget plan are ; If the SBC had actually wanted to er and father to their children.
$8.50 ger Sear. An Middlesboro amend the “Baptist Faith and Mes- I have to ask the Southern
-.additional church | £5s Little by little, facts are coming out ~ sage” to be more pro-family, I have Baptist Convention, where
newsletter service is women S roles to explain the questionable invita-  several suggestions that would unde- would churches in general be
available. tions by many Baptist leaders 've ob-  niably be more “Christian and female | Without the women? How many
To register change of I would like to make acomment on served across the years. No matter the  friendly”: men are leaders of the churches?
aidrsvs=- Soncl ths walling the Joe Thom@artxcle inthe May 19 good intentions, evangelists and =~ B Speak of husbands and wives How many men are Sunday)
label from page 1, along issue. many pastors stressed the altar call as  loving and protecting each other. school teachers in the churches?

If every wife submitted to her
husband, there might be a lot of
empty churches today. If a survey

I'am all for Women getting as much
knowledge as they can about God’s
word and using it to better his king-

triumphant over sin.
I made extraordinary efforts to co-
operate for the sake of souls. I reserved

B Declare the sanctity of marriage.
§ Admonish children to obey their
parents and parents to cherish their

with your new address, to
the subscription
- department at the Western

Recorder address. | dom, since we tooare his servants. Our  criticism for a long time as I tried to  children. were done today, I’m sure statis-
v ; work by his word is-limited. analyze these practices that clashed 0 Assertall people to heed the Ten tics would prove women out-
To give news tips: Call A most important verse in God’s  with sovereign grace. Conimandiments. number the men in attendance of

(502) 244-6471, fax to
(502) 244-6474 or write
the editor or news director.

church and church functions.
Husbands and wives both
should be responsible individu-
als. Today we see single parents,
male and female, trying their best
to rear their children in a world of
chaos and confusion. They, too,
should be considered as family.
Widows, widowers and single

word specifically gives work to men
that isn’t given to women. Ephesians
4:8 says there are certain gifts given
only to men, and that is in verse 11,
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pas-
tors and teachers. Nowhere does it say
that women are apostles, evangelists
or pastors.

But I had finally concluded that
almost in direct proportion to missing
the prophetic message and sound doc-
trine was the degree of pleas for walk-
ing the aisle. It never seemed to occur
to these preachers that demonstrations
of commitment should be translated
into society.

Mary Mohler states that to her, the
whole issue of wives submitting to
their husbands comes down to Scrip-
ture—it is “not her prerogative to go
through cutting and slashing passag-
es.” But that is exactly what the com-
mittee has done. It also says in the
Bible that slaves are to obey their

To submit a letter: Letters
on any subject will be
considered for publication,
provided they do not make
a personal attack on
anyone. Letters are limited

to 300 words and may be
edited for length. Submit
by mail or fax or by e-mail
to: mark_wingfield
@kybaptist.org

To place an
advertisement: Rates are
available upon request by

calling (502) 244-6470.
Institutional columns on an
inside page are paid space.

Claims made by advertisers |

are not necessarily those of
the Western Recorder's
staff and directors.

Directors: Bill Thurman,
Lexington, chairman; Barry
Howard, Corbin, vice
chairman; Jim Abernathy,
Covington, secretary; Laura
Beville, Bowling Green;
Mark Boes, Cecilia; Tom
Curry, Louisville; Mike'
Harmon, Princeton; Franz
Hatfield, Shepherdsville; Bill
Marshall, Louisville; Charlés
Midkiff, Greenville; June 'B.
Rice, Paintsville; Kenneth
Wells, Somerset.

Titus 2:3-4 says older women can
tedch younger women. 1 Timothy 2:12
specifies that women are not to teach
or have authority over men in church.
Paul is giving general instructions to
the church where Timothy was. God
created man first and then gave him a
mate, one that could be a help to him.
Our role in life is to be a helper in ev-
ery sense of the word and to spread the
good news in ways pleasing to him.

Joyce Howard
Penrod

Alternate service?

It’s time for us to start an “alterna-
tive service” at 10 on Saturday morn-
ing with Bible study class to follow.

There are a number of reasons that
justify it:

i For those who cannot be at the
regular Sunday morning service and
do not want to miss the service for that
weekend.

1 For those who want to “look us
over” but do not want to miss their
ownchurch services in another denom-
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Such practices so violated plain
Scripture (John 6:44-45) that I was
nearly driven to the Calvinist camp.

Now, with the most recent treat-
ment under the theme “Walking the
Aisle” (May 19, page 1), I rejoice that
enlightenment exposes such heresy. It
is good to know a few churches are
practicing alternatives to the altar call.

I had long suspected that praise of
revivals, with cheap grace, smacked
more of sinless perfectionism than of
sinners saved by grace.

Of course, man-made doctrines in-
evitably degenerate and rationalize
such incongruous heresy as the mourn-
er’s bench.

There is a pattern of this degenera-
tion to redundant altar calls. Funda-
mentalist thinking excuses authoritar-
ian preaching. Rationalizing that the
end (the saving of souls and reclaim-
ing of the backsliders) justifies the
means (violation of Scripture), church
leaders stoop to gimmicks.

Just the same, this explains in great

' part an unregenerate church member-

ship. Credible reports are that at least
half of Southern Baptist church mem-

masters. But do we really want to con-
template reverting to slavery? Of
course not!

I do find it interesting that the
wives of the Southern Baptist Semi-
nary and the Southern Baptist Con-
vention are on the seven-member
committee revising the “Baptist Faith
& Message.” It was stated that Mary
Mohler and Dorothy Patterson are
stay-at-home wives. I am positive
there would be numerous stay-at-
home wives if their husbands earned
the salaries of Al Mohler and Paige
Patterson. In an average household in
today’s time, the wife as well as the
husband must work to meet minimum
standards.

Finally, concerning Paige Patter-
son’s comment condemning moder-
ates and likening them to “parasitic
growths,” since [ am a moderate, I am
extremely offended and insulted to be
considered a barnacle that needs to be
cleaned off the hull of the ship. But
being a Christian, I forgive him and
will pray for him.

Connie Pruitt
Louisville

persons like myself should be
considered as family, for the only
one we can submit to is God and

ourselves.

If the SBC would be more con-
cerned in helping the world be-
come a better place, get out and
take a good look at the real world,
and roll up their sleeves and take
action to help the less fortunate
of this world, they would prove
to others that they are true Chris-
tians. I recommend they start first
in their own city, town and neigh-
borhood. I’'m a firm believer in
“action speaks louder than
Try becoming a friend
first, then help that friend in what-
ever situation or need that may

words.”

arise.

Sharon Deadmond is a member
of Aberdeen Baptist Church near
Maysville and works for the May-
sfield Ledger-Independent. This
column appeared in the Ledger-

Independent June 11.




OPINION

it seemed like a good idea to take the
kids on a two-week vacation, combining

work and pleasure while exploring the
wild West. You hear lots of stories from
the old days about pastors and
laypeople loading up the car for a trip to
the Southern Baptist Convention with a
.family vacation before or after.

I've always gone to the convention
alone, because for the press corps it's
long hours with lots of work. But this
year we decided to make it a family trip

- and take in Yellowstone National Park beforehand.

Our biggest discovery is this: Two weeks is a long time 1o
live out of hotel rooms with young children in tow.

Other gems of wisdom from out on the trail:

B You can eat breakfast, lunch and dinner at McDonald’s.
It's not advisable, but it can be done.

0. You can lead a kid to important things but you can’t
make him look. | lost count of the number of times Alison
and | were virtually yelling into the back seat, “Luke and
Garrett, look up, look up! You're going to miss the (fill in the
appropriate wonder)” only to have them keep reading a book
until we were just past the important site. Then they’'d look up
and say, “What? | don’t see anything.”

1 The heat and humidity of a Kentucky summer actually
feels good after you've driven through a Wyoming blizzard in
June.

I Modern kids think luxuries are basics. After spendlng
four nights in a primitive cabin at Yellowstone, the two things
that excited our boys the most about the next night's hotel
room were the sight of a telephone and a TV.

Mark Wingfield

| love my children. | enjoy their
company (when they’re not whining)
and like going on outings with them. But
two weeks in a car and hotel rooms with
them creates togetherness overload.

Ever try to get 5-year-olds to
understand that they aren’t the only
ones in the hotel, and that they have to
~ keep the TV volume down and can't yell
at their brother who is two feet away
from them? | wouldn’t recommend it. It

SHESAID

Alison Wingfield

HE SAID/SHE SAID

Two adults, two kids in a car
for two weeks is too much

HESAID

What’s the message of the Baptist faith?

. James Dobson was right when he told Southern Bap-
tist Convention messengers last week that there is a
cultural war in America between those who believe God
is and those who believe God isn’t. Whether or not you

“begin with the notion that God exists and is authorita-

tive determines where you’ll come out on many issues.

But what Dobson failed to acknowledge is that there
also is a great divide (or several perhaps) among those
who believe God is. Those of us who unashamedly ac-
knowledge God as Creator and Jesus as Savior do not
see eye-to-eye on every issue.

We agree on the essentials; that’s what
makes us all Christians. But on other im-
portant issues that are not essential for salvation we
sometimes disagree. This is true even among Southern
Baptists. We hold a certain set of beliefs in common
that are essential. Since 1963 these beliefs have been
outlined in the “Baptist Faith & Message,” a broad over-
view of Baptist doctrine, but not a creed.

Herschel Hobbs, the chairman of the committee that
drafted the 1963 statement (a committee comprised of
the elected presidents of every state Baptist convention
rather than a few political appointees of the SBC pres-
ident), explained the purpose of the “Baptist Faith &
Message.” It is “a treatment of those basic elements of
faith generally agreed upon by Southern Baptists” and
“a statement in agreement with the faith and message
of Baptists everywhere.”

That changed last week in Salt Lake City when the
“Baptist Faith & Message” was amended. A matter on
which there are divergent opinions and interpretations
of Scripture among Southern Baptists was given only
one definitive interpretation. The view of one segment
of Baptist life was represented as the view of all.

This.is significant, because despite all the political
wrangling of the last 20 years, Southern Baptists previ-
ously had not changed our basic statement of beliefs. It
stood as a testament to the core essential beliefs that
bound us together as Southern Baptists.

Convention leadership feigned surprise when the ar-
ticle on “family” became a topic on virtually every tele-
vision talk show and made front-page headlines across
the nation. “We’re just quoting the Bible,” they said.

What caused a stir, actually, was the way in which
they quoted the Bible and the fact that they only quoted
part of the Bible. As a result, a non-essential teaching
on which Baptists hold different viewpoints received

EDITORIAL

more focus than the essential teacHing our world so
desperately needs to hear. :

What practical difference does that make? Plenty.
Individual Southern Baptists been left scrambling to
explain to coworkers, neighbors and family members
what this doctrinal statement really means and how it
came to be. Sadly, this has not increased opportunities
for a positive gospel witness but has raised more suspi-
cion in many minds about the unity of the church and
the validity of the essential message.

This hit me square in the face Sunday
morning in my Bible study class. One year
ago, I began teaching this class with the
express purpose of creating a place of connection for
young singles and couples who never have been in-
volved in church, who have dropped out of church or
who are on the fringes of the church. Our class now
includes new Christians, people who are venturing back
into church for the first time in their adult lives and peo-
ple who are on a journey toward making a first-time
commitment to Christ.

I didn’t intend to talk about the SBC’s addition to
the “Baptist Faith & Message,” but they asked me about
it. They had heard the news reports and seen the talk
shows, and they were confused. “Who are these peo-
ple?” they asked. “And why are they so angry?”

I promised we’ll talk about it next week. But it broke
my heart, and I just wanted to sit down and cry, be-
cause those who need to hear the essential teachings of -
Jesus and experience the love of God have been dis-
tracted by the non-essential teachings of one segment
of one denomination.

The Apostle Paul admonished us in Phxhpplans that
if we want umty we should “do nothing out of selfish

-ambition or vain conceit,” but in Hhmﬂny consider oth-

ers better than oursélves.””
What the world—and those we’re trying to reach

“with the gospel—needs to see most from the church is
+ the kind of humility and self-sacrifice Paul talked about,

not a proud, public posturing about headship and sub-
mission. :
Baptist opportunities for witness in the New York

. Times, on the “Today” show and “Larry King Live”

would be much better advanced by staking a claim for
the positive power of Christ to change lives than stak-
ing a claim for how husbands should direct their wives.

— Mark Wingfield

‘Who do you say | am?’

under the illumination of the Holy Spir-
it, “You are the Christ.” For Peter, Jesus

is good to be home.

Other insights we gained on our trip:

B No matter how many times you look under the seats in
the cars, and check under the beds and in all the nooks and
crannies of a hotel roem, you still leave something behind.
Make that several things.

i | can no longer use my children as an excuse to rest or
slow down. During a steep hike back from a waterfall at
Yellowstone, they had to keep stopping for me, not the other
way around.

1l It is impossible to keep the “stay 100 yards away from g
bear” rule when said bear is walking down the middle of the
road toward you. You can only back your car up so much.

8 You do have to fill up your car with gas occasionally.
And at Yellowstone, it's a long way between gas pumps and
the ranger/gas stations close at 9 p.m. (Mark has a bad habit
of not looking at the gas gauge.)

Despite all the hazards of family travel, we actually had a
great time. After seeing the incredible wonders of
Yellowstone, and having a close encounter with a bear (a
ranger called our traffic ti€-up a bear jam), | am more in awe
of God’s creation than ever before.

When you see the spectacular waterfalls, wildlife and
geysers of Yellowstone, it's hard to deny that our God is an
awesome God.

By Billy Compton

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who
do you say I am?” Peter answered,
“The Christ of God.” (Luke 9:20)

Jesus had concealed
his true identity as Savior
for some time. He had re-
cruited his disciples to
serve with him and to wit-
ness the works he came to
do. They had learned
much by walking with
him. It was only during
this crucial moment as he
was beginning to set his
face toward the cross that
the Jesus who had been a seeking Sav-
ior by calling out his followers became
a questioning Savior.

The answer to this question would
determine if his disciples really under-
stood Jesus and his mission. This ques-
tion, “But you—who do say I am?” was
so penetrating it would demonstrate if
the knowledge of Jesus had moved from
an intellectual process of the head to a
personal conviction of the heart. He
knew the difference would be one of
passion.

MBTIUNS

OF THE BIBLE

The key to devotion for the cause of
Christ is an inner experience that lights
a torch in the heart of a person so strong
that even suffering inconvenience and
testing will not quench it. However, if
the question had been an-
swered by a dull, inclu-
sive list of what others
were saying, it would
have revealed a need for
a heart experience.

One might read many
books about Christology
or recite what he or she
believes, but Jesus sought
to discover not what this
trusted disciple believed,
but in whom he believed.

Elton Trueblood states, “If we would
know what God is, it is not enough to
set our eyes upon the mountains or the
stars or even the laws of nature so bril-
liantly revealed in contemporary sci-
ence, we must instead set our eyes upon
Jesus.”

It is Jesus, who, when knowledge of
him is moved from head to heart, makes
redemption a personal encounter.

We, like Peter, must make Christ a
personal discovery. Peter, when con-
fronted with the question, responded

had become the Anointed One, the Mes-
siah, the Savior of the world.

He was now the one the angels spoke
to Joseph about, “Call his name Jesus
for he shall save his people from their
sins.” Peter now recognized Jesus whom
the angelic host declared, “To you is
born this day in the city of David a Sav-
ior, who is Christ the Lord.”

William Barclay served as lecturer
in New Testament for many years with
G.H.C. Macgregor. They had developed
a strong fellowship. The last time Bar-
clay saw him, he had gone to visit
Macgregor at his bedside to tell him not
to worry, things were well in the col-
lege. As he turned to go, Macgregor took
Barclay’s hand and said, “Willie, when
I die, they 1 find your name written on
my heart.”

Now with this question—"“Who do
you say I am?’—every person is con-
fronted. Our redemption depends on the
answer. In order for our names to be
written in heaven, the
name of Jesus must be
written on our hearts.

Billy Compton is pastor
of Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabeth-
town.
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SBC registration
lowest in 47 years

SALT LAKE CITY—
Southern Baptists last
week sent the fewest
messengers in 47 years
to a Southern Baptist
Convention annual
meeting.

For a meeting that
featured evangelistic
work among Mormons
and a controversial
addition to the “Baptist
Faith & Message,” only
8,586 messengers
registered.

That's almost 4,000
fewer people than last
year’s convention in
Dallas and a far cry from
the meetings a decade
ago when messengers
came by the busloads.
The all-time high in SBC
registration came in
1985, when more than
45,000 messengers
descended upon Dallas.
To find a smaller SBC
attendance than this
year one must-go back
-10-1951,-when-6,493
messengers met in San
Francisco.

Leaders had predicted a
light turnout this year,
given that the meeting
was outside the South.
America’s largest
Protestant group has
15.8 million members
and about 48,000
congregations
throughout all 50 states
and the U.S. territories.
But, as the name
suggests, most SBC
congregations are
located south of the
Mason-Dixon line.
Kentucky Baptists had
444 messengers from
195 churches at last
week’s meeting,
according to a survey of
registration cards.

The last time fewer
Kentuckians attended an
SBC annual meeting was
1973, when 349
Kentucky messengers
attended the meeting in
Portland, Ore.

Plans call for future
conventions to be held
in Atlanta next yéar;
Orlando, Fla., in the year
2000; New Orleans in
2001; St. Louis in 2002;
and Phoenix, Ariz., in
2003.

Falwell an SBC messenger for first time

By David Winfrey
News Director

SALT LAKE CITY—Jerry Fal-
well has spoken at the Southern
Baptist Convention Pastors’ Confer-
ence, preached in the pulpits of
Southern Baptist churches and put
Southern Baptists on the trustee
board of his Liberty University.

So in many respects his registering
last week for the first time ever as a
voting messenger to the SBC annual
meeting was simply an official move
to confirm the trend in which he has
been moving for several years, said the
pastor of Thomas Road Baptist
Church in Lynchburg, Va.

“I’ve been attending the Southern
Baptist Convention for many years.
This is the first time we have taken 10
messengers and voted,” Falwell said
in an interview. “I don’t know why we
decided to send messengers this time
as opposed to earlier, but we did.”

Falwell and seven other members
of Thomas Road Baptist Church reg-
istered as messengers, according to
Registration Secretary Lee Porter. The
church reported giving $10,000 to
SBC causes last year through a new

state convention formed by conserva-
tives in Virginia.

“We have officially joined about a
year ago,” Falwell said, adding that he
has no intention of leaving some of the
other independent groups he has sup-
ported through the years. “We still
hold membership in and give support
to other groups that we’ ve been affili-
ated with for 42 years.”

Falwell said his decision to join the
SBC follows the completion of the
denomination’s move toward a more
conservative stance.

“All six of the seminaries now
have biblical inerrantists as presi-
dents. All the Southern Baptist agen-
cies now are headed by inerrantists,
and the thing that many of us
thought never could happen—that
is the return of the denomination to
biblical authority—has happened,”
he said.

Falwell noted that other church-
es also have joined the convention
for the same reason. “I’m sure others
will.”

“There is now no reason why we
shouldn’t be a part of it,” he added.
“We now feel the liberty to support
the convention and to participate.”

Falwell said he doesn’t expect crit-
icism from independent Baptists for
the decision to formally join the SBC.

“We are still in good fellowship,”
he said. “We have not abandoned the
Baptist Bible Fellowship (a group of
independent Baptist churches).”

He said he doesn’t intend to take
an SBC leadership role, noting his re-
sponsibilities for Liberty University,
the “Old Time Gospel Hour” broad-
cast and the 20,000-member church
occupy his time.

“I don’t have any plan to get polit-
ically involved, just spiritually in-
volved,” he said. “I really, at age 64,
don’t have the energy to take on any-
thing new.”

Falwell, a longtime friend of new-
ly-elected SBC President Paige Patter-
son, said he does intend to be in-
volved in Patterson’s goal of baptiz-
ing 1 million new Christians durlng
the year 2000.

“We re training 1 OOO pastors right
now,” he said. “Church planting is a

_ major priority with me and has been

all of my ministry. It is with Paige
Patterson, and we plan to coalesce
with our graduates in planting a lot of
new Southern Baptist churches.”

" CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE: Christian company will cre-

* ate and host a free web page for your
‘church. PlanetCraft rod @planetcraft

(502) 243-0302.

SEEKING: Part-time youth direc-
tor; 15-20 hours per week. Good po-
tential for growth in youth depart-
ment. Position available immediately.
Send resumé to: Russell Cave Road
Baptist Church, 3179 Russell Cave
Road, Lexington, KY 40511, or call
(606) 299-4611 Tuesday-Friday, 9
am.-2 p.m.

SEEKING: Part-time or interim -

minister of music. If interested, con-
tact: Parkway Baptist Church, 1915 N.
Broadway, Lexington, KY 40505.
Phone: (606) 299-8445.

SEEKING: Full-time mainte-
nance specialist for the Support Ser-
vices Department of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Duties to include
carpentry, plumbing, electrical, paint-
ing and groundskeeping functions.
Competitive compensation package.
Contact: Administrative Services De-
partment at (502) 244-6468.

NEEDED: Country home (3-4
bedrooms) in or near Fayette County
for minister and family to rent or buy.
(606) 263-4459.

FOR SALE: Ninth and O Baptist
Church has two organs available for
purchaseand music to be given to any
church on a “first-come, first-serve”
basis. Rogers 990 organ recently re-
furbished with new speakers and am-
plifier; excellent condition. Rogers
700B organ used in chapel on a limit-
ed basis; like new. For more informa-
tion, contact: Jim Parsons, minister of
music, at (502) 636-5576.

FREE: Solid oak padded pews:
two 4-foot; two 10-foot; one 11-foot;
one 18-foot; two 21-foot. Contact Ear-
line Utsey, (502) 239-6134, Monday-
Wednesday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m., or write to:
Louisville Trinity Church, 10307
Seatonville Road, Louisville, KY
40291.
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FOR SALE: 39 pews. Call (812)
923-1260.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Send resumé to: First
Baptist Church, 608 N. Van Buren,
Litchfield, IL 62056.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth. Hopewell Baptist Church,
4305 Hopewell Road, Jefferson-
town, KY 40299. Send resumé to:
Bill Cornwell, 3601 Willow Court,
Louisville, KY 40299; (502) 267-
7212 after 5 p.m.

_ SEEKING: Part-time children’s
coordinator for Russell Cave Road
Baptist Church. Please send your re-
sumé to: Russell Cave Road Baptist
Church. 3179 Russell Cave Road,
Lexington, KY 40511, Attn: Veron-
ica Tichenor. Phone: (606) 299-
4611.

SEEKING: Director of missions
for association in central Illinois. Send
resumé by June 30 to: Personnel Com-
mittee, Macoupin Baptist Associa-
tion, P.O. Box 436, Carlinville, Illinois
62626.

NEEDED: Physician, RN, LVN,
mission trip, Ecuador, July 9-21.

. Andes mountain village. Good accom-

modations and food. All arrangements,
supplies completed—just go. Timo-
thy Scott, M.D., (606) 273-3888, 223-
7441.

SEEKING Pastor, Oak Grove
Baptist Church, Monticello, Ky. Mail
resumé to: Chester Ramsey, chairman,
Pastor Search Committee, 806 Spruce
Drive, Monticello, KY 42633.

SEEKING: Full-time secretary.
Send resumé: Personnel Committee,
Farmdale Baptist Church, 1238 Dur-
rett Lane, Louisville, KY 40213-
2080.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth/children. Good opportunity to
expand to full-time. Send resumé or
contact: Harry Hargis, FBC, P.O. Box
241, McDowell, KY 41647. (606)
377-6168, 377-2476.

SEEKING: Bellevue Baptist
Church, Owensboro, Ky., is seeking
full-time associate pastor of worship/
music. Must be gifted in leading praise
and worship style services in a seeker-
sensitive environment. Significant
experience and education expected.
Send resumé to: Bellevue Baptist
Church, 519 W. Byers Ave., Owens-
boro, KY 42303, or fax to (502) 685-
5134.

NEEDED: Vineyard laborers.
Come plant seeds of “love, joy, peace,
... and self-control,” and watch them
grow in children’s lives. Make a dif-
ference with your life. Come join our
caring professional team. Florida Bap-
tist Children’s Home, Tallahassee,
needs a Christian couple without chil-
dren. Excellent pay and benefits. Call
Doug McWhirter at (850) 878-1458
for information. Pray for us.

FOR RENT: 40-foot entertainer’s
bus for rent by small groups; driver
included; rent from one weekend up
to one year. 16 seats, 6 bunks, shower,
lounges front and rear. Ride in com-
fort, arrive in style. Day: (606) 292-

. 8877; Night: (606) 485-4889.

TOUR: 10-day Holy Land tour,
Nov. 2-11. First class—only $1,795.
Call Pastor Studie, (502) 247-8331.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.,
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available
for vacation rental. Large pool, tennis
courts, screened porch, lovely seclud-
ed beach, bikes, canoe, kayak. Week-
ly rates—May through mid-Decem-
ber: $615. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-
8752 (home), or 897-5079 (office).

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music for worship services and choir.
All inquiries please respond to: Mt
Freedom Baptist Church, 100 S. Lex-
ington Ave., Wilmore, KY 40390.

RETREAT: Glorieta Conference
Center. Stay with family spring, sum-
mer, fall or winter. Call (800) 797-
4222 to make reservations or for in-
formation.

i SBC SAMPLER

B 1 millionth registers. The
‘Southern Baptist Convention
registered its 1 millionth messen-
ger for all time June 8. Ittook 153
- years to reach the milestone ag
- Jennette Briggs of Fort Worth,
Texas, stepped to the front of the
registration line. She is director of
‘alumni relations at Southwestern
. Baptist Theological Seminary.
- She was followed in line by Keith
Markham, pastor of Mountain
. View Baptist Church in Layton,
~ Utah, who started the SBC toward
its second million in messenger
regxstratlon ' .

- H Boto elected Augle Boto of’s:;
. Austin, Texas, was elected vice
president of convention policy
 and staff counsel for the Southern} 4
- Baptist Convention’s Executive
. Committee June 8. Boto, who was
_ an Executive Committee mem- |
 ber, 1 has been in private law prac- |
tlce

Deaf pastor signs message.

Larry White, pastor of First
_ Southern Baptist Church o '
D af in De City,

eren way than other program“:
_personalities. White, who is
_ deaf, used American Sign Lan-
 guage, interpreted by another
 pastor, to speak of Jesus Christ
~ being the same yesterday, today
' ‘and tomorrow

; Merntt re-elected James Mer- '
- ritt, pastor of First Baptist Church
of Snellville, Ga., was re-elected
~ June 10 as chairman of the South-
ern Baptist Convention Execu— '
 tive Committee. .

W Kentuckians appo‘inted
~ Two Kentuckians were named




Continued from page 1
in the home, even as the church will-

ingly submits to the lordship of

Christ.”

This is more in keeping with the
Bible’s teaching in Ephesians 5:21, he
said. In that passage, the Apostle Paul
admonishes his readers to “submit to
one another out of reverence for
Christ.”

This verse comes immediately pri-
or to Paul’s oft-quoted discourse on
husbands and wives. The most conser-
vative wing of the Christian church
traditionally has separated verse 21
from the verses that follow, giving
more weight to the verses about wives
submitting to husbands.

But other scholars insist that verse
21 must be understood as the thesis
statement of the entire passage that
follows. According to this view, the
_ admonition to “submit to one anoth-
er” is illustrated in the following vers-
es with applications of how wives are
to submit to husbands and husbands
to wives. This is commonly referred to
as language of “mutual submission.”

The view of mutual submission
was not embraced by the drafting com-
mittee, which emphasized not Ephe-
sians 5:21, but later verses in Ephe-
sians 5, such as verses 22 and 23 which
say, “Wives, submit to your husbands
as to the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife as Christ is the head
of the church.”

In response to Owings’ proposed
amendment, committee member Dor-
othy Patterson acknowledged the call
for mutual submission in Ephesians
5:21 but said that must yield to other
Scriptures that give
“the very clear ad-
monition for wives
to submit to their
husbands.”

Patterson, a bib-
lical scholar who re-
cently completed a
doctorate with a
dissertation on the
theology of wom-
anhood and is the
wife of newly elect-
ed SBC President
Paige Patterson,
spoke more on this
subject in a news
conference.

“When it comes
to submitting to my
husband even
when he’s wrong, I just do it,” she said.
“He is accountable to God.”

Her sentiment was echoed by the
other female member of the commit-
tee, Mary Mohler, wife of Al Mohler,
president of Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Louisville, Ky.

“The whole issue comes down to a
matter of Scripture,” Mrs. Mohler said.
“It’s not my prerogative to go through
and start cutting and slashing passag-

s. ... Itis my pleasure and responsibil-
ity to submit to the leadership of my
husband in our home. ... My glad ac-
ceptance of that says nothing about
my gifts or abilities or intelligence.”

On the convention floor, one other
messenger spoke in favor of the
amendment and two others spoke
against the amendment, including
former SBC President Adrian Rogers.
Rogers argued that the appeal to mu-

Mark Webb, pastor of Worthville
Baptist Church in Carrollton, votes on
one of the amendments during debate
on the “Baptist Faith & Message”
addition. (Photo by David Winfrey)

COMMITTEE SPEAKS Mem

t omittee that drafted the new sect v fmi/y fbr

the “Baptist Faith & Message” held a news conference after the change was adopted. Here,
Dorothy Patterson of Wake Forest, N.C., answers a question as committee chairman Anthony

Jordan of Oklahoma and Mary Mohler of Louisville look on. (BP photo by Bill Bangham)

tual submission “confuses things.”

“The wife is to love her husband
and reverence her husband as the
church does the Lord Jesus Christ,” he
said. The amendment “convolutes all
that. It would make it seem as though
Christ would find himself submitting
to the church ... and turns the entire
thing on its head.”

Owings returned to the micro-
phone to assure that was not his intent
in suggesting the amendment.

“The wording of this change in no
way suggests that Christ is to submit
to any of us,” he said. “Christ is the
head. That is without equivocation.”

The suggested amendment failed
by a large margin on a show-of-hands.

A second attempt to amend the
committee’s word-
ing was made by
Dennis Wiles of
First Baptist Church
in Huntsville, Ala.
He suggested an
expansion of the
statement’s  de-
scription of families
as “composed of
persons related to

one another by mar-
riage, blood or
adoption.”

After this sen-
tence, he would
have added: “The
Bible contains
many examples of
the diverse mani-
festations of the
family. Slngles adults, childless cou-
ples, widows and widowers can com-
prise legitimate expressions of the
family.”

Wiles said his concern was that the
statement not appear to exclude those
who are not parents or who are not mar-
ried. “I am simply asking that we in-
clude a broad biblical statement about
the famlly and not just one about
parenting.”

His concern was shared by Davxd
McNair of First Baptist Church in
Jackson, Miss.

“Over one-third of the adult mem-
bers of SBC churches are in a single
state,” McNair said. “I appreciate the
work the committee has done, but
what they have not said is a very im-
portant message. They are not address-
ing singleness in our Southern Baptist
churches. This amendment will help

with that.”

Committee chairman Jordan spoke
against the amendment, arguing that
“when you talk about being related
through marriage, blood or adoption,
it covers all those.” Further, he said,
the committee had worked to keep the
statement in a succinct form.

As before, this proposal to amend
the statement failed.

Although most Southern Baptists
who oppose aspects. of the new state-
ment on family did not attend the an-
nual meeting in Salt Lake City, they
and other non-Baptists were quoted
widely in the secular and religious
press. Critics included pastors, schol-
ars, feminists, ethicists and workers
with battered women.

Reba Cobb, a member of Crescent
Hill Baptist Church in Louisville and
former director of the Center for Wom-
en and Children there, told the Louis-
ville Courier-Journal that the position
taken by the SBC is similar to the jus-
tification uised by some men who beat
their wives.

To focus only on the language
about wives submitting sends women
“a terrible mixed message about what
to do when a husband batters them”
and leads some women to think they
have no choice but to submit, Cobb
told the Courier-Journal. “And we
send a message to the husband that he
can do whatever he needs to because
he is the head of the household.”

Prior to the SBC, the committee’s
wording had been critiqued by Rob-
ert Parham, executive director of the
Baptist Center for Ethics in Nashville.
Parham charged that the statement on
family “forgot Jesus.”

“A Christian definition of family
should be grounded in Jesus’ defini-
tion of family,” he said. “Jesus defined
family first in terms of loyalty to God,
not blood ties. ... The statement forgot
Jesus and made June Cleaver a bibli-
cal model for motherhood.” :

Other critics said the statement was
offensive to women who work outside

" the home and that it implies women

should do things their husbands‘de-
mand even if they know those things
are wrong. G
Committee member Richard Land
said that only an “absurd reading” of
the statement could be construed to

-imply that women should not work

outside the home. His own wife, he
said, earned a doctorate and works as

a counselor.

“I think what we’re saying is that’s
a decision for a husband and wife to
make,” Land said. “But if a husband
doesn’t want his wife to work outside
the home, then she should not.”

Patterson also attempted to explain -

the limits to which a wife must obey
the demands of her husband.

“If Paige were to come in and tell
me to shoot my granddaughter, he
better run for cover,” she said. “There’s
no way that’s from God.”

On the other hand, if he said they
should take their dog to church, she
would obey him. Only she would hope
he was preaching that day and would
have to suffer through the dog’s howl-
ing, she said.
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“Anybody who
believes the Bible
is true and is
concerned for
reaching the world
for Christ is going
to find themselves
increasingly
comfortable in the
Southern Baptist

Convention.”
Paige Patterson

The name of the
Sunday School
Board has been
changed to LifeWay
Christian
Resources, and
now some
messengers want
to change the
name of the
convention itself.

20 years later, Patterson elected SBC’s president

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

SALTLAKECITY (ABP)--Twenty
years after he launched a movement
that steered their convention sharply
to the right, Southern Baptists elected
Paige Patterson as their leader.

Messengers to the 1998 Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
in Salt Lake City elected Patterson as
SBC president June 9. He was the lone
candidate for the post and was elected
by acclamation. .

Patterson, 55, is president of South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Wake Forest, N.C. As the new SBC
president, he succeeds Tom Elliff, pas-
tor of First Southern Baptist Church in
Del City, Okla., who completed a sec-
ond one-year term as president in Salt
Lake City.

Patterson is regarded as one of the
two pilots of the theological/political
process that gained control of the con-
vention and moved it rapidly and
steadily in a more conservative direc-
tion.

When he began that process,
Patterson was president of Criswell
College in Dallas. He joined forces
with Paul Pressler, then a judge in
Houston, in the late 1970s. They de-
vised a strategy for gaining control of
the convention by winning its presi-
dential elections.

Patterson has been credited with
crafting the movement’s theological
language—championing faithfulness
to the Bible and branding opponents
as “liberals.” Pressler is the acknowl-
edged political strategist, who showed
supporters how they could gain con-
trol of the SBC’s agencies and institu-
tions through the appointive powers
of the president.

Patterson’s election marked the
20th consecutive time in which his

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

SALT LAKE CITY—Meore than
100 years of Southern Baptist Con-
vention tradition was changed by two
quick votes June 9, and messengers
took steps that could produce even
more change next year.

Three-day annual meetings of the
SBC now are history. Beginning next
year, SBC annual meetings will be
shortened to two days, still beginning
on Tuesday morning but ending on

‘Wednesday evening rather than

Thursday-morning.

Also, the name of the Sunday
School Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention has been changed to Life-
Way Christian Resources of the South-
ern Baptist Convention.

Both changes were adopted as part
of the SBC Executive Committee’s
report to messengers in Salt Lake City
with little opposition. No one spoke
against either recommendation.

During the same opening session
of this year’s annual meeting, two
messengers made motions concerning
changing the name of the SBC itself.

David Pope of One Heart Church
in Rome, N.Y., asked that the Execu-
tive Committee be directed to con-
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group, the so-called conservatives,
won the presidency. His no-contest
victory contrasted sharply with the
early years, when the Patterson/
Pressler coalition’s candidates
scratched out slim victories over the
so-called moderates, who stopped
fielding candidates after 1990.

Still, looking back during a
post-election news conference, Patter-
son admitted he never dreamed his
political juggernaut would be so suc-
cessful that it could propel him into
the presidency.

“When, in 1978, we began to dis-
cuss a ‘conservative resurgence’ in the
Southern Baptist Convention, I per-
sonally had no hope of winning,”
Patterson told reporters.

He described himself as a pessimist
and a “denominational child,” the son
of longtime Texas Baptist Executive
Director T.A. Patterson. From that per-
spective, he realized “it would take
overwhelming grassroots support” to
win political victories in the face of
opposition by the denominational
press and agency leadership.

The resulting 20 years of denomi-
national controversy provided “an
essential and necessary exercise in
self-definition,” Patterson said. The
process has left Patterson and his sup-
porters firmly in control of the conven-
tion, with like-minded trustees and
administrators at the helm of SBC
agencies and institutions.

Patterson said he is surprised by
and grateful for his group’s success,
but he added he feels an even stronger

emotion. “About the only thing I real- -

ly feel is a sense of awesome responsi-
bility,” he explained. “Everything
you say or do may have a long-term
impact on the kingdom of God.”

Of the politics that marked his and
the convention’s recent past, Patterson
said, “That’s behind us now.” He

| Two major changes adopted,

duct a feasibility study on changing
the convention’s name. A second

.~ motion from Orville Kool of Southern

Hills Baptist Church of Sioux City,
Iowa, suggested the name “Baptist
Convention of North America.”

Both messengers asked the Execu-
tive Committee to report results of the
proposed study to messengers at the
1999 annual meeting in Atlanta,
along with the committee’s recom-
mendation on whether to change the
name. Both motions were referred by
messengers to the Executive Commit-
tee for its consideration.

The idea for changing the sched-
ule of annual meetings, adopted this
year, mirrors similar changes enacted
by many state conventions in recent
years. On both the state and national
level, convention leaders have ex-
plained that church members have
less time to attend denominational
meetings and no longer are willing to
devote three days to the meetings.

In recent years, less than a quorum
of messengers has remained in the con-
vention hall on the final day of the
SBC annual meeting, with many peo-
ple leaving after the major items of
business on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The three-day meetings have been
the norm since 1971. Prior to that time,

SBC OFFICERS Newly elected officers of the Southern Baptist Convention are President

Paige Patterson (far right), president of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary; First
Vice President Rick Ferguson (third from left), pastor of Riverside Baptist Church in Denver;
Second Vice President Mike Gray (second from left), pastor of Southeast Baptist Church ir.
Salt Lake City; and Recording Secretary John Yeats, editor of the Oklahoma Baptist
Messenger. Not shown is Registration Secretary Lee Porter, who was re-elected to his 22nd
term in the office despite a close race with another candidate. (BP photo by Jim Veneman)

pledged to dedicate his SBC adminis-
tration to guiding the convention to
new heights in missions and evange-
lism.

Asked if he would reach out to
Southern Baptists who opposed him
during the past two decades, Patterson
said, “Anybody who believes the Bi-
ble is true and is concerned for reach-
ing the world for Christ is going to find
themselves increasingly comfortable
in the Southern Baptist Convention.”

Patterson’s personal goal for the
convention is for Southern Baptists to
see 1 million people baptized—
500,000 in the United States and
500,000 abroad—in the year 2000, he
reported.

He’s also looking forward to the
summer of 1999, when Southern Bap-
tists will “plant an enormous number

of new churches” in Atlanta in con-
junction with that year’s SBC annual
meeting in that city.

“That’s the passion of my soul,”
Patterson said of evangelism and
church-starting. He noted the only
thing that ever awakens him in the
middle of the night is “the vision of
some soul dying without Christ.”

Patterson is a graduate of
Hardin-Simmons University in
Abilene, Texas, and New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary, where he
earned master’s and doctor’s degrees.

While he was president of Criswell
College, he was associate pastor of
First Baptist Church in Dallas. He has
been pastor of churches in Texas, Lou-
isiana and Arkansas.

He and his wife, Dorothy, have two
adult children and a grandchild.

name change to he studied

SBC annual meetings had been either
four or five days long, generally run-
ning from Tuesday through Friday.

The change in SBC schedules will
become effective next year, when the
convention meets in Atlanta, al-
though messengers to the Atlanta con-
vention will be asked to give a second
approval to one of the constitutional
changes required.

Likewise, a second vote will be re-
quired next year on the name change
for the Sunday School Board. Howev-
er, the vote taken this year authorized
the publishing agency to make the
change effective immediately.

The Sunday School Board has op-
erated under that name since its found-
ing in 1891. President Jimmy Draper
told messengers that was the best
name for the agency when it was
founded.

In 1891, the board’s only assign-
ment was to publish Sunday school
literature, Draper said. But today, the
publication of Sunday school litera-
ture accounts for only 25 percent of the
board’s far-reaching enterprises, he
said. The board’s work today includes
the publication of books, discipleship
materials, youth and children’s spe-
cialty products, operation of two con-
ference centers, providing support for

pastors and other church leaders di-
rectly and through national and re-
gional training events, and varied
work in multiple languages.

- The name LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, taken from the words of Jesus
in John 14, more accurately reflects the
scope of the board’s work, Draper said.

In an appeal for yet another
change, three messengers to this year’s
meeting asked the Executive Commit-
tee to consider changing the location
of the SBC’s 2000 annual meeting
from Orlando to another city in light
of Southern Baptists’ boycott of the
Walt Disney Co. One of the entertain-
ment and media conglomerate’s
theme parks, Disney World, is located
in Orlando.

However, convention officials not-
ed they already had entered into con-
tractural agreements with convention
facilities in Orlando. Breaking those
agreements could cost the SBC as
much as $300,000, said Herb
Hollinger, an Executive Committee
vice president.

All three motions to change the
Orlando meeting site were referred to
the Executive Committee for action.

With reporting by Michael Chute of
the Florida Baptist Witness
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Resolutions target women in combat, PBS and NEA

By Dwayne Hastings
SBC Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission

SALTLAKECITY (BP)—Inreso-
lutions adopted during their June 9-
11 annual meeting, Southern Baptist
Convention messengers emphasized
the sufficiency of the true Christian
message, expressed opposition to
President Bill Clinton’s executive or-
der prohibiting discrimination regard-
ing sexual orientation in the civilian
federal workforce and called for ethi-
cal behavior by public office holders.

Other approved resolutions ad-
dressed public funding of the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts, affirmed
strengthening the marriage covenant,
opposed women in combat and ex-
pressed appreciation for Salt Lake
City residents’ hospitality.

Meeting a few blocks from Mor-
mons’ Temple Square, messengers
approved a resolution affirming the
“finality, sufficiency and exclusivity
of the Christian gospel,” highlighting
the doctrinal distinctives that separate
orthodox Christianity from the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

“The purpose of the resolution is
to clearly state what the Bible says is
the true gospel of the true Christ,” ex-
plained Michael Whitehead, chair-
man of the SBC resolutions commit-
tee and an administrator at Midwest-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Kansas City, Mo. “This is the most
important thing Southern Baptists
wanted to say at this convention.”

A recent White House executive
order on equal employment opportu-
nity received a rebuke from SBC mes-
sengers. The resolution urges Con-
gress to nullify the action by President
Clinton, which prohibits discrimina-
tion based on a person’s sexual orien-
tation.

A proposed amendment that called

on Immanuel Baptist Church in Little
Rock, Ark., to discipline church mem-
ber Clinton for the executive order
was narrowly defeated by messengers,
52 percent to 48 percent.

Wiley Drake, pastor of First South-
ern Baptist Church of Buena Vista,
Calif., proposed the amendment stat-
ing that if Clinton did not rescind the
order, ‘“his home church should prayer-
fully consider disciplinary action
based upon the holy word.”

Messengers also accepted a resolu-
tion on the personal integrity and
morality of public officials. The state-
ment calls for government leaders “to
live by the highest standards of mo-
rality both in their public actions and
in their private actions.”

While not citing President Clinton
by name, the resolution states no
Americans are above the law. “We
urge all Americans, including those
who serve in public office, to submit
themselves to governing authorities
and to the rule of law,” the resolution
says.

Saying the resolution wasn’t “very
salty,” an amendment, also proposed
by Drake and defeated by messengers,
would have included a reference to
Clinton in the resolution “to hold him
(Clinton) personally accountable.”

A year after targeting the Disney
Co. for “increasingly promoting im-
moral ideologies” and calling for a
boycott of the entertainment giant,
messengers called on the Public
Broadcasting System and the Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts to cease
supporting projects that “ridicule, at-
tack or debase the Christian religion.”

Citing the PBS program “From
Jesus to Christ” and NEA’s promotion
of the proposed *“Corpus Christi” stage
play, the approved resolution asks
Congress to remove federal funding
from the agencies if they do not cease
supporting “these outrageous inci-

dents.”

The resolution suggests the use of
federal money to support such pro-
grams violates the Supreme Court’s
interpretation of the First Amendment
that government must be neutral to-
ward religion.

In another resolution, messengers
supported public policies that stress a
“biblical concept” of the marriage
covenant, stating that no-fault divorce
laws have contributed to weaker and
less stable marital relationships.

The resolution encourages state
governments to examine and adopt
policies which stress pre-marital coun-
seling that emphasizes the totality of
the marriage commitment.

Messengers also gave thumbs up to
aresolution on women in combat. The
resolution states that putting women
on the front lines has been “a foolish
social experiment.”

While not denying women the
right to serve in non-combat roles, the
resolution noted the purpose of mili-
tary combat is to inflict deadly harm
and the essence of combat is to use
force in order to kill, damage or de-
stroy—“a purpose and essence
aligned with the male role but opposed
to the female role.”

In an uncharacteristic move, mes-
sengers amended the committee’s fi-
nal report on the disposition of pro-
posed resolutions, calling on SBC

President Paige Patterson to-commu- -

nicate Southern Baptists’ support of
the nation of Israel in its refusal to with-
draw from land the country “deems
necessary for its security.”

The vote essentially became anew

motion for the convention because it
required action to be taken. Resolu-
tions simply make statements on is-
sues.

An attempt to further amend the
resolutions report to express the con-
vention’s support for a strong U.S.

military and decrying the decline in
the U.S. defense budget was turned
back by messengers. An opposition
speaker said the amendment would
have Southern Baptists “stepping
over the bounds of what Christ would
have us to do.”

Only one motion gets action

SALT LAKE CITY (BP)—Messengers to last week’s
Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting submitted
motions to attack America’s drug problem, allow divorced
people to serve as missionaries and change the funding
formula for Southern Baptist seminaries.

Of more than 25 motions presented, the one on drug
abuse was the only one considered by messengers. All
others were referred to SBC entities or ruled out of order.

The motion on drug abuse instructs the head of the SBC
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission fo lead a task force
composed of SBC agency heads to determine what
Southern Baptists can do to attack illegal drugs.

“If we do not lead in the forefront in this war on drug
abuse, who then will lead?” asked Ted Stone, the motion’s
author, from Grace Baptist Church of Durham, N.C.

Among 10 motions referred to the Executive Committee
were requests to:

§ Adjust the funding formula for the six SBC seminaries
to include consideration of student enroliment at off-
campus centers when deciding how funds will be divided.

B Amend Article | of the “Baptist Faith & Message” to
strengthen language affirming the truthfulness of the Bible.

Among four motions referred to the North American
Mission Board were requests to:

i Develop materials to help SBC churches witness
effectively to homosexuals.

1 Producing a 60-minute video and CD on the
“fundamentals of our faith” for distribution to missionaries
in new convention areas, inner cities and rural areas.

A motion referred to both the North American Mission
Board and International Mission Board asked that
reconsideration be given to allowing divorced people,
“upon individual qualifications,” to serve as SBC
missionaries.
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Mobilization by
conservatives into
SBC leadership
during the
1980s was “a
God-ordained

‘take-back.’
Tom Elliff

i he convention at th

 Hospital. The couple were a v
international Mission Board missionaries
commissioned during the convention.

Continue to guard the Bible, Elliff admonishes SBC

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

SALT LAKE CITY (ABP)—The
Southern Baptist Convention has
successfully restored theological
integrity and stood firm for bibli-
cal values in recent years but must
continue to “chart.our course by
the unchanging Christ” if it is to
avoid future denominational de-
cline, SBC President Tom ENiff
declared June 9.

In the president’s address at the
SBC’s June 9-11 annual meeting in
Salt Lake City, Elliff, pastor of First
Southern Baptist Church in Del City,
Okla., said Southern Baptists should
thank God for “raising up among us
voices of warning” against cultural
change, popular thoughts and theo-
logical trends that “all work against
the course God has established for
us.”

Merritt warns

By Michael Clingenpeel
Virginia Religious Herald

SALT LAKE CITY (ABP)—The
past 20 years have been Southern
Baptists” “finest hour,” James Mer-
ritt said in the annual sermon during
the Southern Baptist Convention
June 10.

Merritt, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Springdale, Ark., and
chairman of the SBC Executive
Committee, praised Southern Bap-
tists for turning their denomination
around theologically.

“A battle was fought, a war was
waged, blood was spilled, but we
took our stand,” Merritt said.

But he cautioned that the two-de-

SBC SAMPLER

ong new SBC

While some labeled mobilization
by conservatives into SBC leader-
ship during the 1980s as a “muti-
nous takeover by a few malcon-
tents,” it was in reality “a God-or-
dained ‘take-back’ so that the course
would once again be established on
the inerrant and infallible word of
the living God,” Elliff said.

Southern Baptists also have
stood firm against cultural forces
which “under the guise of openness
and tolerance” sought to undermine
traditional definitions of family,
marriage and devalue the unborn
and the aged, Elliff said.

“Many Christian denominations
in our nation, having long ago de-
cided that they couldn’t decide what
they believe about the Bible, have
nothing to say to the nation at this
crucial hour, but Southern Baptists
have repeatedly refused to be intim-
idated by any entity, especially those

that run contrary to the Bible’s defi-
nition of what real family, real mar-
riage, is,” Elliff said.

Similarly, the convention has re-
fused “to be muzzled by misinter-
pretation of the First Amendment
when our nation needs to hear the
voice of God once again,” he con-
tinued.

Despite those accomplishments,
Southern Baptists must continue to
vigilantly guard the denomination’s
course, Elliff said. “The only hope
for us is to continue to chart our
course,” he said. “Jesus must be to
us what the pole star is to the ocean
navigator, that fixed point of refer-
ence by which all we do is judged.”

In order to do that, Southern Bap-
tists must emphasize “the beauty of
holiness” by not compromising bib-
lical standards in an attempt to be-
come “culturally relevant” and by
expecting pastors and other spiritu-

al leaders to lead lives consistent
with biblical values.

The convention also. must be-
come “mobilized for a bountiful har-
vest” by practicing evangelism and
missions, Elliff said.

“I think all our missionaries
ought to have to raise their own sup-
port,” Elliff said, pausing for a mo-
ment “to let that sink in.”

. “I don’t think they ought to have
to raise their financial support,” he
continued, “but what if all our mis-
sionaries had to raise their prayer sup-
port?” He suggested requiring mis-
sionary candidates to recruit at least

- 10 people to pray for them an hour

each week and for them to recruit 100
people for a similar commitment by
the time they are sent out.

Five thousand missionaries would
generate half a million hours of prayer
each week. “Now, that’s passionate
praying,” he exclaimed.

of ‘spiritual crocodiles’ & ‘stealth liberals’

cade “battle for the soul of our de-
nomination” never will be over.
“There may be a cease fire, but ... we
can never let our guard down.”
Merritt warned against “spiritual
crocodiles that line the banks of the
river of Christianity” and “stealth
liberals who fly in under spiritual
radar” to steal colleges, seminaries,
churches and denominations.
Taking his text from Jude 3-4,
Merritt directed most of his com-
ments to Southern Baptists, who he
said must extend the faith, contend
for the faith and defend the faith if
they aré€ to be used by God. The
Georgia pastor included six “non-
negotiable” doctrines in his defini-
tion of the faith: belief in the infalli-

, Seattle, San Diego,

» Cleveland, Montreal and Toronto. A pilot project
will be conducted next June in Atlanta.

bility of Scripture, deity of Christ,
Jesus’ virgin birth, Jesus’ substitu-
tionary death, Jesus’ physical resur-
rection and literal return.

He exhorted Southern Baptists to
find their unity around salvation,
not the Cooperative Program, the
SBC’s unified giving plan since
1925. “Nothing should excite us
more” than salvation, he said.

But Merritt used the setting, just
two blocks from the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints head-
quarters, to blast Mormons as doc-
trinally separate from orthodox
Christianity. He commended their
evangelistic devotion which has
produced 60,000 missionaries but
declared their message “false.”

In a clear attack against the Book
of Mormon, a 19th century writing
Mormon churches hold as an addi-
tional revelation from God written
on gold tablets and translated by
Joseph Smith, Merritt argued that
God’s revelation ended with the Bi-
ble.

“When revelation ended, so did
inspiration. The Bible is the only
word we have from God, and it is the
only word we need from God ... .
Therefore, we don’t need Joseph
Smith, Mary Baker Eddy, Ellen
White, golden tablets, dreams and
visions or another testament.” Any
group that views any other book
than the Bible as inspired, said Mer-
ritt, “let that group be anathema.”

GILORIETA™

1998 National Sunday School Leadership Training Events
ee0e0000CONVENIENT SCHEDULESeceocc oo

Friday- Monday: Begins with Friday dinner and goes through Monday breakfast.
Monday- Friday: Begins with quday dinner and goes through Friday brea}dast

BENEFITS
Quality training for every Sunday School leadership position; Compact schedules;
Special conferences for pastors, ministers of education, Sunday School directors, and
general outreach directors; Renewed emphasis on evangelism through the Sunday
School; Introduction to a new evangelism training system; Preschool care provided;
Day Camp, SummerTrek, and Y.U.C. for children grades 1-6; Impact for youth

Pastors/Bible Teachers

EVENT 1 EVENTS 2 & 3 EVENT 4
June 12-15 June 15-19 and June 22-26
Don Guthrie June 19-22 D. L. Lowrie
First Baptist Church Sal Sberna First Baptist Church
San Antonio, TX Metropolitan Lubbock, TX
Baptist Church
Houston, TX

"% Smaller membership church track Events 3 & 4
« Special education lab school Events 1 & 2
¢ Special education leadership training Events 1, 2, 3, & 4

Guest faculty at each event:
Bobby Welch, Pastor, FBC, Daytona Beach, FL describing how to do effec-
tive evangelism through the Sunday School and introducing FAITH.

For reservations call 1-800-797-4222.

For program info call Larry Ware 1-615-251-2183.
Sponsored by the Bible Teaching-Reaching Division, the Sunday School Board of the SBC.
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Dobson commends SBC for its stance on social issues

Continued from page 1

very effective in intimidating us, in
paralyzing us at this point and keep-
ing us from using our influence in the
culture. They have called us names: far
right, extreme right, fundamentalists
and worse.”

But that shouldn’t stop the Chris-
tian voice, Dobson said. “This is nota
dictatorship. This is a representative
form of government. We have every
right to be heard, every right to influ-
ence, every right to participate. This
is guaranteed to us by the Constitu-
tion.”

It is a “crime” that half of evangel-
ical Christians don’t even register and
vote, he said. ““Churches must teach
citizenship.”

Dobson said he believes in the sepa-
ration of church and state and that
churches should not endorse candidates.

“Marry a candidate and you’re
likely to be widowed in four years,”
he quipped in a not-so-thinly dis-
guised allusion to his frustration with
Republican candidates who have been
elected with help from the Religious
Right only to forsake the Religious
Right’s agenda once in office.

As an example, he cited the actions
of President Bill Clinton last Novem-
ber, when he addressed a group of ho-
mosexual activists and then endorsed

a “revamping of [public school] cur-
ricula to include a pro-homosexual
perspective and content.”

“Would you believe there was not
one governmental leader, not one Re-
publican or Democrat, who even com-
mented on that? And I heard very lit-
tle from churches across the country.

“That’s why I appreciated so much
today your resolution on homosexu-
ality,” Dobson told the messengers.
“On that issue we will be vilified. ...
But we answer to a higher authority.”

His-reference was to a resolution
adopted by messengers earlier that
morning that called on Congress to
nullify through legislation Clinton’s
recent executive order prohibiting dis-
crimination in the federal workforce
based on sexual orientation.

Dobson also applauded the SBC
for adoption of a new doctrinal state-
ment on the family that included lan-
guage about wives submitting to the
leadership of their husbands. Messen-
gers showed “courage in simply tak-
ing the Scripture at face value,” he
said. “If it says it, we believe it.”

He further commended the SBC for
a resolution adopted last year calling
for a boycott of the Walt Disney Co.

Dobson centered on abortion, sex-
uality and a lack of moral leadership
by the president as three recurring ex-

amples of a “postmodern perspective”
that has “turned our value system up-
side down.”

On abortion he gave this graphic
illustration: “It is still a $25,000 fine
to kill an eagle’s egg, and it’s not even
a misdemeanor to take a little baby
who is six or seven or eight months
along in gestation ... and deliver that
baby about 80 percent of the way, all
but the top of the head, and roll that
baby over ... and cram scissors into the
back of that little head. The entire
body stiffens and convulses and a
wound is opened and a tube is put in
the head. The brain collapses and a
dead baby is delivered. ... It’s not the
equivalent of a parking ticket to do
that.”

On Clinton’s leadership, Dobson
made an admitted “Freudian slip”
when telling the Old Testament story
of David and Bathsheba. In an attempt
to explain how the prophet Nathan
confronted the king with his sin, Dob-
son slipped and said: “Nathan came
to see the president.”

The crowd roared with laughter,
and Dobson acknowledged his slip.
But it was a fitting slip, he said.

“Nathan said, ‘Thou art the man.’
One of your resolutions this morning
said, ‘Thou art the man,’ right?”

Dobson also lamented that “there

has not been a single indictment of
hard-core pornography since Bill
Clinton came to office.”

In addition to his comments on
homosexuality, Dobson commented
on the general state of sexuality in
modern culture.

Because of the sexual revolution of
the 1960s, he said, America is “a sick
nation. You don’t hear about it, but we
are sick. Woodstock and nudity and
all these things that came in the late
’60s are destroying our kids. ... We’re
not only suffering from sexually trans-
mitted diseases, we're suffering from
the disease of sin.” ,

Beyond being “salt and light” to
the culture through political action,
Dobson said the groundwork for re-
storing righteousness must be laid
through evangelism. “If people don’t
know Jesus, what good does it do for
me to build strong families if they
don’t know the creator of families?”

He said evangelism with an undi-
luted gospel is more important than
building big numbers.

“My concern is the watering down
of the gospel and eliminating referenc-
es to sin and that which makes us un-
comfortable,” he said. “Much of what
Jesus said is confrontational. He said,
‘I didn’t come to bring peace, but a
sword.” There is confrontation in that.”

Christians “have
hidden for far too
long behind the
phrase ‘We don’t
deal with those
issues because
we’re not political.’
Folks, it is not
political to kill
babies, itis
immoral to kill

babies.”
James Dobson

- ACCOMMODATIONS ]
1998 KBC Annual Meeting

Messengers are

Baptist Convention in
room rates.

Also note:

* Room rates are for 1-4
persons per night

room

responsible for making
their own reservations. Be
sure to mention Kentucky

order to receive blocked

¢ 12.36% sales tax must be
added to the cost of each

» Non-smoking rooms are
available at each facility

* Reservation deadlines must
be met to obtain special rate

For additional information,
call Denise H. Withers, KBC
communications specialist, at

(502) 245-4101, extension 212.

1. The Galt House Hotel
2. The Galt House East
Fourth Avenue at the River

meetings and meal events.

pedway.

The Galt House East
1 Person - $75
3 Persons - $95

and 2 televisions

The Galt House Hotel

Double beds

Regular-sized room

November 10-11 « The Galt House East Hotel « Louisville

(502) 589-5200 or (800) 843-4258
Reservation Deadline: October 7

The Galt House Hotel and Galt House East are adjacent hotels in
downtown Louisville situated on the Ohio River waterfront.

The Galt House East is the site of the Kentucky Baptist
Convention annual meeting, Pastor's Conference, Executive
Board meeting, exhibits, Baptist Book Store display, committee

The Galt House Hotel, site of several restaurants and shops, is a
tower adjacent to the Galt House East, accessible by a riverview

Room service is available in both hotels.
2 Persons - $85
4 Persons - $105

King-sized bed or 2 double beds
Large rooms with small dining area, refrigerator; sink, couch

Same rates as the Galt House East

3. Holiday Inn Downtown

120 West Broadway (2nd and Broadway)

(502) 582-2241 or (800) 626-1558

Reservation Deadline: October 26
1 Person - $55.65
2 double beds

2-4 Persons - $65

Free parking, restaurant and room service
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“After you suckers
prove the Bible is
inerrant, you’re not
about to do what it

. tells you anyway.
It’s about time you
recognize this Bible
. says love your
enemies.”

Tony Campolo

17

Make sacrifices for peace, Gampolo admonishes WMU

By Bob Allen
Assaociated Baptist Press

SALT LAKE CITY (ABP)—To
become agents for peace, Christians
must turn inward, asking God to
cleanse them and thus transform the
way they view their enemies, author
Tony Campolo told Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union members as they kicked
off a two-year emphasis on violence.

Campolo, a professor of sociology
at Eastern College in St. Davids, Pa.,
said the first step in becoming a peace-
maker is to begin to listen to God in
prayer, rather than just reciting re-
quests. Intimacy with God follows,

- which changes the way a Christian

views the world, the poor and enemies,
said Campolo, a popular speaker and

" author well-known for his advocacy

of radical Christianity and biting hu-
IMor.

Through an intimate relationship
with God, “he changes your percep-
tion of the world around you,” Cam-
polo said, so that other people become
“sacramental”—that is, the presence
of Christ becomes real as the Christian
ministers to the poor and to enemies.

“One cannot be hostile to a person
who is a sacramental presence of
Jesus,” Campolo said.

He related an embarrasing encoun-
ter which “turned to reverence” as he
embraced a street person who had of-
fered him a drink of coffee because it

“‘tasted -unusually ‘good-that morning

and “when God gives you something
good, you ought to share it.”
“Of course, that not only goes for

CAMPOLO ON PEACE Popular author and speaker To Campolo eourages members of

Woman’s Missionary Union to make sacrifices for the sake of peace. Peacemaking will be
WMU's emphasis in the next year. (BP photo by Gibbs Frazuer)

bums, it goes for nature itself,” he con-
tinued. “That is why every Christian
should be an environmentalist. When
we talk about violence, we are talking
about violence against all of God’s
creation.”

“We also have to be at peace with
our enemies,” he said, noting that
many American Christians see no con-
tradiction with wanting Rwanda and
Bosnia to live in peace while glorify-

-ing American wars. -

“If we want them to renounce war,
then we have to renounce war, and we
are not ready to do that,” he said.

Campolo chided Southern Baptists
for their public dispute about the au-
thority of Scripture. “After you suck-
ers prove the Bible is inerrant, you’re
not about to do what it tells you any-
way,” he bellowed. “It’s about time
you recognize this Bible says love
your enemies. You suckers can’t be-
lieve in capital punishment, either,
because if you read the Bible it says
‘blessed are the merciful.””

But Campolo said he has been crit-
icized most in the past for his views
about money. “I find it hard to believe

- aperson who is a Christian can go out

and buy a BMW,” he said, noting that
many Southern Baptists have adopt-
ed the craze of wearing bracelets and
T-shirts labeled WWID for “what
would Jesus do?”

“If Jesus was going to buy acarin a
world where there is massive starva-
tion, can you imagine him spending
60,000 bucks for a BMW or $50,000
for a Mercedes?” he asked. .

Campolo said he takes literally
Jesus’ words to the rich young ruler to
sell all his possessions and give to the
poor, while most American Christians
water the message down. “Did Jesus
say what he meant? Did he mean what
he said?”

“Hey, Campolo!” he shouted.
“You’re making it difficult for rich
people to get into heaven. Hey, that’s
not my line. Someone else said that.”

“How radical is this gospel? Does -
it mean we’re ready to give up killing?
When are we going to reject the insan-
ity of all this? When are we going to
be the peacemakers that the Beati-
tudes call us to be?” he asked.

Campolo said peacemaking must
extend to “even people that the church
gives a hard time to,” such as homo-
sexuals. “You don’t have to approve
of somebody to love him. If you did,
Jesus would never have loved you.”

“Peace is seeing other people as
sacramental, even your enemies, and
thus being rendered incapable of hurt-
ing them,” Campolo said. “Peace is
living in harmony with the world
Christ created. Peace is being cleansed
of the hostility and the darkness of our
souls.”

Brittney Venable

By Robert Dunston

Each year during commence-
ment Cumberland College presents
the Berger Awards which recognize
a graduating man and woman who
have demonstrated leadership and
service to the college community
and the larger community and who
have demonstrated sound academ-
ic achievements.

Most on campus and in Will-
iamsburg know Venable for her
work during the past three years on
TV-3, Cumberland College’s local
cable television station. Venable
served as news anchor, interviewer,
videographer-and editor among
other responsibilities. Her enthusi-
asm and commitment inspired
many, and she selflessly trained oth-

' ers to share the spotlight

The Student Awards  [{BI) {3 {F 1} with her. We will miss
Committee selects the ,.T LEGE her smiling face and pro-
recipients after inter- . fessional demeanor on
viewing candidates our local news.
nominated by faculty, Venable is recog-
staff and students. nized in Who’s Who

Brittney Venable re- Among Students in
ceived the Berger Award American Universities
for Outstanding Female and Colleges, and she
Graduate of 1998. She is participated twice in the
the daughter of Steve Miss Kentucky Scholar-

and Tina Venable of Pal-
estine, Ky. Her major was commu-
nications and theater arts.

Venable provided commitment
and leadership to Pi Kappa Delta,
the communications honor society.
She also appeared in numerous the-
ater arts productions on campus,
playing the lead role in several. Her
commitment to excellence is dem-
onstrated by her senior recital. Stu-
dents in communication and theater
arts may present a recital during
their senior year but a recital is not
required. Venable was one of two
students who went the extra mile
and presented an excellent recital.

ship Pageant. She also
was an important member of Cum-
berland College’s judo team.

Venable embodies leadership,
service to others and academic ex-
cellence. Her four years at Cumber-
land College provided her opportu-
nities to grow mentally and spiritu-
ally, and she has taken advantage
of each opportunity. We know she
will continue to develop and em-
ploy her skills and knowledge to
serve as God leads.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland Col-
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Williams-
burg, Ky. 40769

Father’s Day is dad’s day to get
the praise, the gifts, the special at-
tention he really enjoys (whether
he admits it or not).

This holiday reminds us of the
special role dad has in the family
and our society. Regardless of how
you categorize the role of men and
women in our culture at large and
the family specifically, men have
a definitive role to

A vital piece of the puzzie

play, and when vacated {, TW E

no understudy can com-  FWTITH}
pletely fill their part.
Dads, like the one I

have any single mom honestly say
she preferred it that way. When it
comes to rearing kids, God knows
two are certainly better than one.
Even good dads can be over-
whelmed by the problems facing
families today. Part of Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Children’s min-
istry is to those parents struggling
to do right by their kids.
The answer to our
I: social and moral fate
today is not singular
other than the total

am blessed with, pro-
vide security, leader-
ship, affection, support
and are role models. For
children, just having a
dad in the home is foun-
dational. Built on that
is the affection and sup-
port every child wants

William Smithwick

coming of the King-
dom of God on earth:
Short of that, there is
not one solution but
several. A basic ele-
ment missing in our
culture today is the ac-
countability that
comes with responsi-
bility. Central to the is-

and needs to develop
into healthy adults. The greatest

the child is the modeling of the
Christian faith. No dad is perfect.
Nevertheless, kids will gladly take
adad that does not always measure
up over one who is not there or is
abusive when he is. :

It is unfair to blame all the ills
of our society on “deadbeat dads”

has raised healthy, successful chil-
dren without the aid of the natural

counterpart. But I doubt you will

quality dad can add to the life of

as some do. Many a single mom

: sue is dad’s place, priv-
ilege, responsibility and account-
ability. The place and role of dad
alone is not the solution, but it is
a primary piece in the puzzle of
life that is seriously out of place
in America today.

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown, Ky.
40243. Call (800) 456-1386. KBHC’s
Internet address is: http://www.iglou
.com/kbhc/
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WMU prays, looks toward hecoming ‘Peace Builders’

By Mark Kelly
SBC International Mission Board

SALT LAKE CITY (BP)—Bring-
ing God’s peace to a world in turmoil
requires an intimate relationship with
Jesus, significant personal sacrifice
and reconciliation with our enemies
and those despised by the world,
Woman’s Missionary Union members
were told during their annual nation-
al meeting June 7-8 in Salt Lake City.

Almost 1,200 women assembled
under a “‘Peace Builders” theme for two
days of WMU business, missionary
testimonies, inspirational music and
messages challenging them to take
the peace of Christ beyond the walls
of their churches into a world that is
hurting and doesn’t know Jesus.

Stan and Marlene Lee, internation-
al missionaries to Rwanda, testified to
God’s power to bring peace to the peo-
ple and communities where they serve.

Though they live in a country that
has become a byword for senseless
violence, Lee told the assembly they
cherish the privilege of pouring out
their lives so Rwandans have an op-
portunity to find reconeiliation and
healing in the love of Christ.

Rwanda was the site of a great re-
vival in 1930, he said. “Our mission-
ary team members are literally staking
their lives on the fact that God is go-
ing to do it again.”

The “Peace Builders” theme cen-
tered on WMU’s 1998-2000 “Project
HELP: Violence.” The two-year em-
phasis will challenge Southern Bap-
tists to pray; to discover the causes and

consequences of violence; and to be-
come peacemakers in their communi-
ties through short-term and ongoing
ministry projects.

WMU also will recruit teams of
volunteers to go into Boshia to help
rebuild the nation devastated by war,
working in partnership with Southern
Baptist personnel there.

In her address, Dellanna O’Brien,
WMU executive director-treasurer,
challenged her listeners to become
peace builders through “Project
HELP: Violence.” :

O’Brien said to be a peacemaker
will take a commitment of time, inten-
tionality and the grace of God. “What

could it mean to the kingdom of

God—and to our nation and the world
in general—if we, with intentional ef-
fort and through the grace of God, tru-
ly committed to be his peace build-
ers?’

Wanda Lee, WMU national presi-
dent, called on her listeners to become
involved in “waging peace as some
wage war. This decision is an individ-
ual one and, once it is made, will en-
able us to take a stand and make a dif-
ference in our community and world.”

God can create peace even in the
most impossible circumstances, said
Brian Bakke, who ministers on the
staff of Uptown Baptist Church, an
inner-city congregation in Chicago.

In one of five theme interpretations
he delivered during the meeting,
Bakke said being peacemakers meant

his family moved into an inner-city .

neighborhood at a time when other
whites were moving out.

A place to grow

Oneida Baptist Institute is a
“one-of-a-kind” place. Students
from all over the world attend our
fully accredited Christian boarding
school for grades six-12. Most of
the students who attend are not
Christians when they enroll, but
many of them make professions of

nings—a place for young
people “to grow in wis-

faith while at Oneida. not, these students’ lives are turned
Oneida is in the business of “ed-  around, and they are given a fresh

ucation for time and eter- startin life.

nity.” It provides an en- §i(d'JiI[H Q' What a joy it is to be a

vironment of new begin- BAPTIST part of the Oneida family

FOUNDATION

perienced failure in their lives time
after time, and they see themselves
as failures. Oneida’s distinctively
Christian approach not only com-
municates that the Oneida family
cares about them, but more impor-
tantly it demonstrates it through
daily interaction. More often than

through my financial
contributions. What a joy

dom, in stature and in fa-
vor with God and man.”
Students are given the
opportunity to make
fresh starts academically,
emotionally, socially and
spiritually. Smaller class

itis to know I have a part
in this ministry. With the
leadership of President
Bud Underwood, the
Oneida faculty and staff
are extending my hands
and feet to touch these

grades. Love and acceptance help
nurture a sense of well being and
trust for youth who need a stable
and structured environment. Stu-
dents learn respect for the rights of
others, self discipline, sharing work
responsibilities and accepting cul-
tural differences. The good news of
Jesus Christ is shared in a variety
of positive ways, including daily
chapel experiences, personal wit-
nessing, Sunday school, worship
and the Baptist Student Union.
Many of the students have ex-

sizes facilitate more indi- 4] young peoples’ lives in
vidual attention for those Barry Allen the name of Christ.
.who struggle with You also can be a part

of the Oneida family. Why not ex-
perience the joy of touching and
changing these young lives for
Jesus’ sake by establishing a per-
manent endowment or trust fund for
Oneida’s benefit? Please call Lau-
rie Valentine or me to discover how
you can be a part of this wonderful
ministry: (502) 244-6466 or toll free
(888) 254-8701.

Barry Allen is president of the
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223.

Christians who want to be peace-
makers will have to sacrifice some
comfort and some dollars; he said. It
requires being willing to take a stand
and be vilified by unbelievers and to
rub shoulders with people who are vil-
ified by the world, he added.

In a Saturday business session pri-
or to the meeting, the WMU executive
board approved revising the 1999
goal for the Annie Armstrong Easter
Offering for North American missions
from $42 million to $45 million. The
board also adopted a $5 million chal-
lenge goal for the offering. The in-
creased goal is in anticipation that
1998 offering receipts will surpass the
$42 million goal.

The executive board also set the

- goal for the 1999 Lottie Moon Christ-

mas Offering for international mis-
sions at $115 million.
The 1,190 participants registered at

KENTUCKIAN SPEAKS Autumn Alcott, a
member of First Baptist Church of Murray,
speaks to the Woman’s Missionary Union
annual meeting June 7. She was named one
of WMU’s National Acteens Panelists this
year.

the meeting gave more than $5,300 for
the WMU Second Century Fund, an
endowment established during
WMU’s 1988 centennial to fund mis-

i sions projects in the United States and

around the world. The $65,000 in
grants approved in January for projects
this year will be paid from interest
generated by the $2 million endow-
ment.

Participants also unanimously re-
elected their two national officers:
President Wanda Lee of Columbus,
Ga., and Recording Secretary Janet
Hoffman of Bernice, La.

Although this year’s WMU annual
meeting was held in a more isolated
location for most Southern Baptists,
attendance was more than double
what it was in Dallas last year.

A separate women’s event held as
part of the SBC Pastors’ Conference

- last year drew a much larger crowd

than the WMU meeting, raising con-
cerns about the viability of future
WMU meetings in the new climate of
the SBC. A similar women’s event was
held in conjunction with this year’s
Pastors’ Conference and drew about
1,300 participants compared to 3,000
last year.

Teresa Dickens of WMU and Lonnie
Wilkey of the Tennessee Baptist &
Reflector contributed to this story

Available in 20’ to 37’ Models
(12 to 43 passengers)

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program
www.carpenterbus.com

Church Buses

Rental Buses -
(New & Used)
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc.
Brentwood, Tenn.
(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287
We Buy Used Buses
Since 1953

‘See the world-famous
Oberammergau Passion Play
and travel on a grand tour of

Europe May 30-June 13, 2000

Hosted by Eldred & Helen Taylor
408 Village Lake Drive

; Louisville, KY 40245

e Phone: (502) 254-5085

Reserve early—limited seats available at the
passion play. Decide now to go then!
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| PRAYER WALK Minnette

Drumwright (left) and Kathy
Dewbre (right) of the
International Mission Board
pray over WMU Executive
Director Dellanna O’Brien
during one of several
“prayer walks” that were
part of WMU’s annuai
meeting in Salt Lake City.
WMU President Wanda Lee
is at left. (BP photo by Van
Payne)
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LOOSEN UP Jim Cymbala,
pastor of Brooklyn
Tabernacle in New York
City, tells Southern Baptist
pastors to loosen up and
allow God to work his
agenda on his timetable in
their lives and in their
worship. (BP photo by Bill
Bangham)

Pastors called to integrity, passion and perseverance

By David Winfrey
News Director

SALT LAKE CITY—Ministries
founded on integrity, passion and
perseverance are essential-for the
church to impact the culture with the
gospel of Jesus Christ in the new
millennium.

This message resonated through-
out the June 7-8 Southern Baptist
Pastors’ Conference, which featured
nearly 20 preachers from across the
country prior to the annual meeting

of the Southern Baptist Convention.

Ed Young, pastor of Second Bap-
tist Church in Houston, said Chris-
tians must be faithful to God’s mes-
sage but change methods to gain an
audience.

“But there is a tension here,” he

said. “You can’t attack people and
at the-same time attract people. I’'m
afraid that far too often in my pulpit
and in your pulpit, people come who
are broken up by the world and sin
and they come seeking an answer in
their life and we further compound
their guilt.”

On the other hand, Ronnie Floyd,
pastor of First Baptist Church of
Springdale, Ark., warned that attempt-

ing to be too much like the secular

culture has left the American church
lost in a haze without direction.

Rather than seeking to get closer
to the culture, the church must sepa-
rate itself from the culture in order to
see more clearly, he said. “The closer
we get to the culture, the more we lose
our visibility.”

The challenge is to be close enough
to the culture to make a difference but
far away enough not to be affected by
it, Floyd declared.

Being user-friendly is not consis-
tent with the nature of the gospel,
Floyd added.

“Let’s set the record straight:
There’s nothing friendly about the
cross,” he said. “The cross of Jesus
Christ is not a user-friendly message.
Itis an offensive message. If one is not
offended by it, one cannot be saved by
it. If you do not stumble at the cross,
then you will stumble into hell.”

Jack Graham, pastor of Preston-
wood Baptist Church in Dallas, called
the Titanic an appropriate metaphor
for both a world in need of the Chris-

tian message and the churches that

should deliver it. “So many believe
we’re on an unsinkable ship,” he said.

“Like those people on the Titanic,
we just party on,” he said. But “while
the crowds cheer, the judgment of the
world is coming ... . We need to care
about those on board that ship that is
going down.”

Graham pointed out that the Titan-
ic’s lifeboats were only half full while
other passengers died in the icy water.
Lifeboat passengers refused to return
for other people for fear of being cap-
sized amid the chaos.

“People are dying. People are lost.
People are sinning and our lifeboats—
our churches—are half empty and we
are unwilling to pay whatever cost it
takes to go back and save them,” he
said.

Florida evangelist Jay Strack of-
fered tips on “how to make a name for
yourself.”

*“That’s one of the unspokens in the
ministry,” he said. “After all, we’re not
supposed to be concerned with mak-
ing a name for ourselves. And yet, ev-
ery one of us, as we sit there and listen
at the Pastors’ Conference, say, ‘You

know, I wonder what I need to do to .

be on the Pastors’ Conference?’”

“I believe we need to ask God to
show us, ‘How can I make a name for
myself without being overly ambi-
tious, without being fleshly, carnal or
selfish?’”” he added.

Jim Cymbala, pastor of Brooklyn
Tabernacle in New York City, called
for pastors to depend more on the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit and less on them-

selves. “Some ministers think it’s the
greatest thing to have a three-year plan
in their computer,” he said.

Churches too often are bound by
their bulletins, he said. “There’s never
been a revival if you follow the bulle-
tin,” he said. “We have this pathetic
situation where pastors tell me we
can’t go on past an hour. Doesn’t
someone think this is not what God
intended when he started the church?”

Arkansas Gov. Mike Huckabee, a
former Baptist pastor, emphasized that
God, not government, is the only way
to provide lasting answers to Ameri-
ca’s problems.

“Our problems are not just social
ills, they’re soul problems,” he de-
clared. “The real issue confronting this
culture is sin and recognizing that sin
.. is really the ultimate disease. The
course of action we have to take is not
so much to bring them to a new law if
we are in government ... but confront
people and bring them to a new Lord.”

Also during the annual conference,
three officers were elected by acclama-
tion. The new president is Mike Ham-
let, pastor of North Spartanburg First
Baptist Church in Spartanburg, N.C.
Other officers are Tom Atwood, vice
president, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Oxford, Miss., and Paul
Purvis, secretary, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Conyers, Ga.

With reporting by Editor Mark Wing-

field, Russ Dilday of the Arkansas
Baptist Newsmagazine and Baptist
Press

Indiana, Alabama, Tennessee, Florida & Kentucky

The summer rush is on! Many of our students
have gone home for the summer. From the time
.school is out until late August, volunteers will
come from many states—some from as far away as
California—to help with projects on our campus.

Campers on Mission from Indiana were here
last week. Half of the men helped us remodel and
do extensive repair work on one of our homes. The
rest of the men helped us begin construction on
two new apartments. It was very warm and rain
caused a few delays, but they still managed to get
a lot of work finished. The women
helped in our craft shop and with a few
painting projects. Some in this group
had been to Oneida several times, but
most were here for the very first time.
Nearly all of these campers had been at
Clear Creek the week before they came
to Oneida.

Two other couples, Campers on Mis-
sion from Florida, arrived later in the
week to help for a week or two. Their
skills are mostly in the area of install-
ing phones. We always try to use the
skills each person has to help meet our

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

A second group came from Huntsville, Ala. In

all, there will be about six groups from Alabama

helping us this year. One or two in this group had
been here before, but like the Indiana group, most
were here for the first time. They had chartered a
bus to make the 10-hour trip. After they got set-
tled in, we met with them in our Campus Ministry
Center to discuss their job skills. Some women
asked to help in crafts, painting and sewing. Oth-
ers wanted to work in our flower beds and gardens.
Three of the men agreed to help in our maintenance
department. Two electricians helped
with several electrical jobs. Three men
helped with some painting projects, and
the rest worked on the remodeling
project the men from Indiana had start-
ed the week before.

A third group arrived Monday
evening from West Kentucky. This
faithful group has been coming the first
week in June for many years. One in this
group is an electrician and always works
with one of our full-time volunteers who
also is an electrician. The rest of the men
agreed to work on the new apartments,

most pressing needs. These two couples

came last fall and installed several extensions to
our phones, making it possible to terminate three
phone lines. This will save the school several hun-
dred dollars each year. Now they are installing
several other extension lines to various buildings
on our campus. This is not only a much-needed
addition to our campus, but also will save the
school some needless expense.

As the Indiana group was leaving, three other
groups were arriving. One was from Nashville.
This was their first trip to Oneida, and they were
very excited to be here. They arrived late Sunday.
Like the other groups, they were up early Mon-
day morning to assume their responsibilities.

which some of the men from Indiana had
started the week before. The women in this group
worked in the craft shop.

It is so marvelous to see how each of these
groups brings their talents and skills to help meet
our needs. While some projects are started and
completed the same week, many projects will be
worked on by several different groups. Working
together we can accomplish so much.

As this group leaves this weekend others will
be packing up to make their trip to Oneida. They
will pick up where these have left off. Thank you,
Lord, for volunteers.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972

“For years we prayed for com-
munism to fall, and now the door
for the gospel is open. We better

Pfoff declared after his latest trip
to Russia.

Pfoff is professor of Bible and
general education and a primary
encourager of our link-up with the
Novgorod Pastor/Church Planter
School. Trustees unanimously ap-
proved a plan to send 10
teachers a year to pro-
vide basic pastoral
training for 35 stu-
dents. The first instruc-
tor departs in Septem-
ber.

Pfoff journeyed to
Novgorod last month to
develop plans for a Bi-
ble distribution pro-
gram in that state, dis-
tribute creation materi-
als and seek contact

An opportunity in Novgorod, Russia

jump on it and do all we can,” Bill

CLEAR CREEK
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Bill Whittaker

church planters and visiting teach-
ers.

Most of the funds for the $1.1
million facility came from FBC
Little Rock, the Christian Farmers
of Iowa and the Non-denomina-
tional Christians of Rochester,
NY.

The pastor’s vision for the con-
gregation is to be a strong central
church that establishes 40 church-
es throughout the state.

The pastor/church
planter school is a cru-
cial part of that vision.
Pfoff presented five
pastors from the region
with 100 Bibles each
for their local minis-
tries.

Christ has brought
together former ene-
mies. Col. Ivan trained
troops to fight NATO
forces. Pfoff trained Air

with Orthodox priests.

He also joined a First Baptist, Lit-
tle Rock, Ark., team for a five-day
crusade.

The crusade saw 200 coun-
seled decisions and the distribu-
tion of 2,500 Bibles. He present-
ed 200 creation answer books to
professionals.

Each night after the crusade
four lines of people nearly 50 feet
long formed to receive Bibles, the
first ones most had ever seen.

The new church facilities at
Novgorod include dorm rooms for

Force crewmembers.
“I’m glad we met under these
circumstances,” Pfoff said. “This
partnership is a great opportunity
God has given Clear Creek to
make a lasting impact on the state
of Novgorod.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pineville,
Ky. 40977
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contraéts in Salt Lake City

Mormon territory, where this year's Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting was held, is a
land of spires, but not many steeples. Mormon
temples and wards (the term for local churches)
always feature spires, but never crosses. Most
Mormon buildings also feature the Mormon
prophet Moroni. The above photo shows the spires
rising from Temple Square in downtown Salt Lake
City. Against this backdrop, Southern Baptists
carried out business, witnessed (even in the
convention hall as the top photo shows) and made
displays for the gospel (as with Rusty Ellison’s
“Celebrate Jesus 2000” hot air balloon). Kentucky Baptists also were on hand, sometimes
dropping by the exhbits of Campbellsville University and Clear Creek Baptist Bible College.
(Photos by David Winfrey, Bill Bangham, Gibbs Frazeur and Bob Carey)
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‘New Beginnings

Oneida Baptist Institute ... A Place to Grow!
Barkley Moore Father’s Day Offering

Education for Time and Eternity

ow do young people find New Beginnings
at Oneida Baptist Institute?

o Academically ¢ Spiritually
* ¢ Socially ¢ Emotionally

PleaSe support us through the Barkley Moore Father’s Day Offering.
| Pray that we may continue to be a place of new bheginnings.
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