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Family facts don’t always add up, Barna says

By Marv Knox
Texas Baptist Standard

OXNARD, Calif. (ABP) —

-

Churches have a huge opportunity to.

influence America’s families, but
they’ll succeed only to the degree
they help families minister to them-
selves, religion researcher George Bar-
na insists.

Equipping families to minister to
themselves is the first principle of how
churches minister effectively to the
family, Barna said recently during his
nationwide seminar tour “Inward, Out-
ward and Upward: Ministry that
Transforms Lives.”

“Family is important to Americans,
but it remains an enigma,” said Barna,
head of Barna Research Group, which
surveys trends and developments in
American religious life.

“When asked whom they would
want to have with them if stranded on
a deserted island, 66 percent said their

Faith can mix
with politics,
Kentucky’s
elected say

By Mark Wingfield
Editor

WASHINGTON—Is it possible to
be an elected official and a Christian?

Listen to the complaints of voters,
and read the news of Washington
scandals and indictments and you
might think faith and politics are en-
tirely incompatible.

. That impression is false, according
to members of Kentucky’s national
congressional delegation interviewed
by the Western Recorder last fall.

“The vast majority of people in
politics I know are people of faith,”
said Hal Rogers, a Baptist who has rep-
resented Kentucky’s Sth Congression-
al District in the House for 17 years.
“It’s more rare that you see a person
who’s not of faith.”

While the public gets the impres-
sion that all politicians are crooked,
that isn’t the case at all, Rogers said.

“You choose what you want to be
and do,” he explained. “You don’t
have to lie and cheat and steal, as
sometimes politicians are thought of.
Most are honest and fair.”

Faith is a greater influence in Con-
gress than he ever knew before arriv-
ing there in 1981, Rogers said.

“I’m a born-again Christian. That’s
who I am,” said Wendell Ford, a Dem-
ocrat who will retire this year after 24
years representing Kentucky in the

‘Senate. Ford acknowledged that what

he learned growing up in a Baptist
church in Owensboro shaped his
life.

“The church should not be into
politics, but Christians should be in
government,” Ford said.

Q See “Kentucky politicians...,” page 16

family or spouse,” he reported. But
Americans’ family practices contra-

dict their professed beliefs, he added.

Many U.S. families are in-crisis, but
family still matters, he claimed. “God
created the family and still cares about

While more than

it. Family provides a

80 percent of married
adults say they would
marry the same per-
son if they had the
chance to do things
differently, 60 per-
cent of all new mar-
riages end in divorce.
And while more than
80 percent of adults
say “marriage is a
cherished institu-
tion,” America has
the highest divorce
rate in the world.
“Four out of five
adults describe fami-

ly as one of their top three priorities in
life,” Barna said. “Yet we spend less
time with family than we devote to

television, our jobs or our hobbies.”

NATIONAL

central influence on
us during our forma-
tive years. Family
will be the core of the
future of the church
in America.”

In fact, family and
church are linked in-
extricably, Barna
said.

“There.  is - no
church for the future
unless we pay atten-
tion to families,” he
said. “Families will
be the core unit of
spiritual formation,

because of the decentralization, frag-
mentation and distrust of society.

“That’s scary,” he added, “because
very few families are prepared to be the
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spiritual center of anybody’s life.”

Churches should “help families see
themselves and their environment re-
alistically,” he said. “Help families
develop creative solutions to their
condition. Most can’t think creative-
ly.’7

Barna suggested nine operating
principles for family ministry. If imple-
mented, he said, they would provide a
“profound reconstruction of family
ministry.” They are:

B Equip the family to minister to
itself. “The common approach is to
hire [church] staff to minister to fami-
lies, but it’s more effective to train la-
ity to minister to families,” he said.

Most family programs in churches
“make lazy, dependent families,” he

- observed. “It’s more effective to teach

families to meet their own needs.”

B Provide clear, specific, biblical
standards as your family ministry’s
Jfoundation. “We’ve got to base our
0 See Help families ..., page 17
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More than 10,000 teenage girls from Baptist churches across the United States and from seven other
countries descended on Louisville July 1-4-for the National Acteens Convention. The girls not only
learned about missions but did missions, leaving a positive mark on Kentucky. In between
inspirational sessions in Freedom Hall, they fanned out across Kentuckiana to perform ministry at 220
sites. Their work ranged from painting fingernails of nursing home residents to cleaning up city parks
to playing with children. Here, girls from First Baptist Church of Lewisville, Texas, paint the pillars
supporting an 1-64 overpass near the McAlpin Locks and Dam in the Portland neighborhood of
Louisville. The bright paint was intended to cover up unwanted graffiti. This week’s Recorder
features a special section on NAC, beginning on page 9.
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Emily felt God calling Earl to the altar
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Tough Sarajevo ministry finally bears fruit

By Mark Kelly
SBC International Mission Board

SARAJEVO, Bosnia and Herze-
govina (BP)—Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries Bob and Jerry Worley are
savoring the first fruit of 22 months
of ministry in a war-ravaged suburb
of Sarajevo.

It’s a sweet, satisfying taste, they
say—one they wouldn’t be experi-
encing if Southern Baptists hadn’t
prayed for God’s work in the war’s
aftermath.

In September 1996, the Worleys
and three other Southern Baptist
missionary couples transferred to
Bosnia for six months to follow up
on Baptist hunger ministries con-
ducted during the country’s 44-
month ethnic war between Serbs,
Muslims and Croats. They planned
to use the calm that followed the
Dayton Peace Accord to lay a
groundwork for International Mis-
sion Board work in Bosnia.

The Worleys went to work in
Dobrinja, a neighborhood on the
front line of the battle for the Sara-
jevo airport. It was a virtual ghost
town of bombed buildings, cratered
streets and burned-out cars. After 27
years as missionaries to Spain, the

Worleys felt God leading them to
give six months to the strategic op-
portunity in Sarajevo. But they
stayed after their six months ended.

“We felt an overwhelming con-
viction that God wanted us to,”
Worley said. “We saw the “over-
whelming needs and felt the only
hope for the people here is Jesus.
The first- conversion didn’t come
until after we made the decision to
ask for a permanent transfer.”

In June, the Worleys held the first
baptism and conducted the first
Lord’s Supper for the fledgling con-
gregation in Dobrinja. The seven
new believers reflected the power of
the gospel to overcome the most
deep-seated ethnic divisions, they
said.

One of those immersed in the
waters of Lake Jablanicko was a 73-
year-old Serb, a one-time commu-
nist partisan who fought for Mar-
shall Tito during World War II. Two
others were Serb widows who lost
their husbands during the more re-
cent civil war. Another two were
Bosnian Muslims who survived the
Serbian siege that devastated Sara-
jevo. The sixth was a Croat who fled
the city during the war only to have
his rural home shelled. The seventh

was an American who works for a
U.S. company training the Bosnian
army.

The day after the baptism, the
group celebrated the Lord’s Supper
for the first time. Both events were
filled with overwhelming joy, he
said.

After the Lord’s Supper, Sanjin
Jeginovic, a Muslim who accepted
Christ in December and is awaiting
baptism, told Worley: “I have never
experienced anything like this be-
fore. When you were standing there
and breaking the bread apart, I real-
ized that bread represented the body
of Christ, which was broken for me.
And since I am now one with Christ,
I felt that every time you broke the
bread you were breaking me apart!”

The prayers of Southern Baptists
played a crucial role in bringing this
vibrant new congregation to life,
Worley said.

“God has allowed us to experi-
ence some wonderful times in the
years we have served with the IMB,
but the first baptism and celebration
of the Lord’s Supper would be very
difficult to top,” he said. “We are so
grateful for you who made it possi-
ble through lifting us up to the
Heavenly Father in prayer.”

Kentucky-based Passport camp goes to Disney

ORLANDO, Fla. (ABP)—*“They
send you through the building in the
dark. I’ve heard that this window
comes flying at you. Then, they drop
you three times and take your pic-
ture.” :

This isn’t your typical church-
camp experience.

These teenagers are attending
Passport, a Cooperative Baptist Fel-
lowship-affiliated camp with a mis-
sions focus. And they’re waiting in
line for the Tower of Terror at Walt
Disney World’s MGM Studios.

For the first time in its six-year
history, Passport held two weeks of
its summer camps at Disney World
in Orlando, Fla. While campers ob-
viously aren’t observing the South-
ern Baptist Convention’s boycott of
Disney theme parks, products and
subsidiaries, this goes beyond de-
nominational politics and is not a
statement on the boycott in any way,
camp coordinators say.

“It wasn’t in reaction to any-
thing,” said Colleen Burroughs of
Louisville, Passport’s vice presi-
dent. “Both Passports that we’ve
started, the regular camp and this
one, have been an effort to create

something new as opposed to
what’s already in existence.”

Burroughs and her husband,
David, are members of Crescent Hill
Baptist Church in Louisville. They
plan and promote the camps from
their Kentucky base.

In the past, Passport has been
held at Stetson University in De-
Land, Fla. The regular camp focus-
es on missions and includes a week-
long project, such as building a
home with Habitat for Humanity.
The typical Passport camp focuses
on mission action while the Disney
camp emphasizes mission educa-
tion.

The first day of Passport’s Dis-
ney camp focused on American his-
tory and freedom. The camp met at
the Hall of Presidents, and Disney
facilitators discussed the impor-
tance of freedom. Adding a reli-
gious spin to the lesson, Passport
leaders discussed the importance of
religious freedom and the spiritual
freedom experienced by Christians.

The second day of camp focused
on multi-cultural education, and the
camp met in the China and Moroc-
co sections of EPCOT. Campers met

with cultural representatives from
each country who discussed the na-
tion’s history and religion.

“We talked about Buddhism and
what it’s like to be a missionary in a
Buddhist country or Islamic coun-
try,” Burroughs said.

Camp director Rob Fox said the
Disney environment offers hands-
on opportunities and gives campers
a lot of information at once. He said
this helps keep the campers’ atten-
tion, especially in their information-
driven world.

“The way they see the world is
so much different than the way I saw
the world when I was growing up,”
Fox said. “They’re exposed to so
much more. It just seems like infor-
mation abounds.”

Another difference is women’s
active leadership roles. In addition
to being Passport’s vice president,
Colleen Burroughs also served as
the camp pastor.

Although it’s not a big deal for
most campers, using women in Pass-
port’s leadership roles is an inten-
tional effort to challenge stereotypes
such as women cannot serve as pas-
tors, said David Burroughs.

Baptist youth will celebrate turn of the century

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—
YouthLink 2000, a massive turn-of
the-millenium student celebration,
promises to provide the kind of
challenge today’s Christian young
people need to impact their world
for Christ, according to several
youth leaders organizing the event.

“All this generation of students
is looking for is someone to point
them in the right direction, to say,
“There is the hill: Go take it,”” said
Keith Loomis, a student volunteer
mobilization associate with the

Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board.

The Southern Baptist event will
be held Dec. 29-31, 1999, simulta-
neously in seven U.S. cities: Atlan-
ta; Anaheim, Calif.; Denver; Hous-
ton; Philadelphia; St. Louis; and
Tampa, Fla. It will be devoted to cel-
ebration and praise, as well as com-
mitment to evangelism and disciple-
ship in the new millenium. As many
as 200,000 students ages 13-22 are
expected to participate.

Richard Ross, youth ministry

consultant for Southern Baptist’s
LifeWay Christian Resources, and
Dean Finley, a student evangelism
associate for NAMB, are co-chairs
for YouthLink 2000.

To encourage early registration,
YouthLink 2000 coordinators are
asking for a non-refundable depos-
it of $10 per person up to Dec. 31,
1998. For those who took advan-
tage of last year’s partial registra-
tion special of $5, the deadline for
payment of the $55 balance also has
been extended to Jan. 31, 1999.
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“If you laugh 20 secon s
your heart rate increases and
you get the same kind of re-
sponse as from aerobic exer—‘j»
cise,” he said. =
Laughter, Kubhn said, can be
as simple as a smile or giggle
or as raucous as a guffaw.

But not all laughter is
healthy, he warned. Unhealthy
laughter is filled with sarcasm
and put downs, demeans anoth-

er person and preys on the dif-
ferences in people. It’s laugh-
ing at someone, not w1th them
and ultimately: erects barri-
_ cades between =peop1e

~ alues, no ‘dlfferences Su
common fears, hopes and joy
he said. Healthy laughter brings
down barriers, increases under-
standing between ;people and -
 helps: unite them, =
Kuhn'’s prescnpnon forv
achieving 30 minutes of lau h-
ter a day? Three “HAs”
8§ Humor attitude. “Your at-
titude determines how much
you smile,” he said. “You must '
be willing to langh.” . ’
. W Humor aptitude, Collect an
~ inventory of things that amuse
~ you each day. Things like cal-
_ endars with humorous sayings
or a comic neck‘ e xcel-

_Vﬁ'f’vha o he concluded .

By Karen Brown
KBC Communications Office

FRAMINGHAM, Mass.—A
team of Kentucky Baptist disaster
relief workers are helping with the
clean-up after heavy flooding in
the greater-Boston area recently.

A clean-up team of eight vol-
unteers is working to remove the
mud from homes. At least 200
homes need cleaning up.

“For now, Kentucky has the
only Southern Baptist disaster re-
lief team in the Boston area due to
additional flooding in West Vir-
ginia, Ohio and the fires in Flori-
da,” said Larry Koch, disaster re-
lief coordinator for the Kenti <oy
Baptist Convention.

“Originally we heard that there
were two counties that needed our
assistance. Now we have heard
that seven have been declared as
disaster areas,” Koch added.

The Kentucky Baptist volun-
teers were requested by Ray Allen,
evangelism director for the Bap-
tist Convention of New England.

Koch said the clean-up work
consists of removing the mud
from the homes, removing furni-
ture and carpeting, washing down
the walls with pressurized water,
and if necessary tearing out the
dry wall and insulation to let the
inner walls dry. The walls and
floor also must be washed down
with a bleach solution to sanitize
the flooded area.

Kentucky relief workers go to Boston area

The crew has representatives
from Northern Kentucky, Wayne
County, Elkhorn and Russell Coun-
ty Baptist associations.

The disaster relief volunteers are
staying at “The Bunker” provided
by the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency. The Bunker
is an underground facility located
in Framingham. The facility was
built during the cold war as a shel-
ter. It has sleeping accommodations
for 16-20 men, 16-20 women, a
kitchen and some. offices.

The disaster relief teams are
made up of trained volunteers from
among the nearly 2,400 Baptist
churches in the state. Training and
coordination is provided by the
KBC Brotherhood Department.

KENTUCKY CHANGERS A team of Kentucky Changers put a new roof on a house in Frankfort More than 100 teenagers and their
chaperones were in Frankfort June 27-July 4 to provide the labor for home repairs in low-income communities. This team had to
remove six layers of roof materials before putting the new roof on. Other teens will work in Hopkinsville later this summer. Kentucky
Changers is a co-ed missions and ministry expérience for youth. (KBC communications photo)

Children’s worker had a lot of mothering tonffer'

LOUISVILLE—Sit down for a
chat with Helen Smith and you soon
find out what it means to be rich in
“Tife experience:

Since 1979, Smith has
taken care of kids at
Spring Meadows Chil-
dren’s Home, a Kentucky
Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren facility in Louisville.

There’s no telling how
many different titles
she’s had—house parent,
.child care worker, direct
care counselor—but her
job has remained essen-
tially the same. She is

Smith

friend, counselor, caretaker and ex-

ample-setter.

“I was the first house parent on
campus to have a co-ed cottage,”
Smith said. “And I did it alone.”

Well, she did have a little help.
Two dogs lived with her at the cot-

tage. “If there was any movement in
the hallway (that separated the girls’
and boys’ rooms) those little dogs
would hop out there and bark. They
were on the alert, even if
the kids were just going
to the bathroom.”
Smith’s journey to
Spring Meadows was a
long; sometimes difficult
one, but it gave her
unique insights on young
people who have been
kicked around by life.
] Smith’s husband, a
: military pilot, was killed
during World War II. He
never met the son she was carrying.
Smith didn’t remarry, and when
she began her ministry to young
people she told a friend, “T’ve got a

whole lot of mothering I need to use

up somewhere.”
Friends and family helped take

care of her son, Dennis. Smith even-
tually directed preschool and chil-
dren’s ministries for several Baptist
churches, including Fern Creek
Baptist and Parkland Baptist in Lou-
isville.

Tragedy returned her to Ken-
tucky when her mother and nephew
were killed in a car accident. Her son
was also in the car and suffered a
broken back. It’s yet another lesson
that draws her closer to kids in cri-
sis. “I share with them the experi-
ences I’ve had. I tell them that God’s
love is a permissive love and that
he still lets you have your free will.”

When conflicts arise in Hunter
Cottage, where Smith now works
part-time, she uses the same ap-
proach she did when she first came
to Spring Meadows. “I tell the boys,
‘let’s talk’ and ‘we’ll get through
this together.”” The response is usu-
ally positive.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association will
host a family night at
the Cincinnati Reds
baseball game Aug. 14.
Director of Missions
Rick Robbins will throw
out the first pitch and a
Northern Kentucky
Baptist will sing the
national anthem. For
more information call
(606) 727-6522.

B Samford University
alumni, parents and
friends in the-Louisville
area are invited to a
fellowship July 27 at
Cardinal Stadium
before a Louisville
Redbirds baseball
game. For more
information call Jack
Stewart at (502) 244-
1343, Vaughn Pruett at
(800) 272-8907 or
Jason Roberts at (502)
228-6300.

B Kentucky Baptists
with Internet access are
invited to become part
of Prayer and Praise
Online, an Internet site '
for posting prayer
requests and praise.
reports. This privately
operated site may be
reached at listbot.com/
subscribe/
prayerandpraise.

M Men’s rally. An in-
terdenominational
“Men’s Praise & Wor-
ship Rally” is sched-
uled for Saturday, July
18, at 7 p.m. at St. Mat-.
thews Baptist Church in
Louisville. The event is
planned as a “warm-
up”-to the Promise
Keepers stadium event
July 24-25 in Indianap-
olis. Music and testi-
mony will be provided
by Marshall Kellum.
Raymond Burse, former
president of Kentucky
State University, will be
the featured speaker.
For more information,
call (502) 896-8882.
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YouthFest decision

On June 26 and 27, approximate-
ly 4,000 youth gathered at Murray
State University for YouthFest. I at-
tended for the first time, although I
am only 21. I attended as a chaper-
one, and got more out of it than some
of the youth did.

My .reasons for going were not
the purest. I really wanted to go to
see my favorite contemporary
Christian artist, Clay Crosse, in con-
cert. I started listening
to Dave Edwards speak
and was just in awe
over what he said. He
was talking about put-
ting things before God;
it could be anything
from friends to drugs
and alcohol.

I made my profes-
sion of faith when I was
6 years of age, and for
a while was doing
great. Then, I entered hlgh school. I
made a recommitment to Christ.

Then, this weekend, God was
again speaking to me. While I was
sitting listening to Dave speak, God
was telling me that I was putting too
much before him. So when the invi-
tation was called, I just got up and
went down, not even caring what
others would think.

When everyone was down there
and the invitation time was over, he
had those who were making their
first-time commitment to go to the
back so they could talk to someone.
Those of us left, he told us to make
a cup out of our hands and pray.
After he prayed he told us to lift our
hands into the air, signifying to God
that we were giving it all to him.

After that, even a week later, I
still feel different. It is like he lis-
tened. He took my other priorities.
It is a totally awesome feeling. I re-
ally hope that everyone has the
chance to have that feeling.

I am glad that I made that trip, and
I hope everyone else who went had
a wonderful experience.

Kevin Abner
- Lexington

This is missions
The old log shack stands back

-several feet from the road. The grass

is moved and trimmed so that I can
tell someone lives there. The shack
looks as if it once were a smoke-
house or maybe a com crib. It might
once have been the log cabin of one
of the founding fathers of the coun-
ty.

The door is closed. The window
is missing. Slats have been nailed
across the window, with an open
space of about 5 inches between
each slat. As I drive by, I see the eyes
of a woman looking through the
slats. I see her hands holding onto
another slat. Her red dress is pressed
up against the window, looking out-
side.

When I see this, I know that I have
found the place T am looking for.
This is one of 21 homes in need of
repair that are being helped by Ce-
daRidge Outreach Ministry this
summer. A nearby building has been
cleared away, and the foundation
soon will be laid for this couple’s
new home. It will be built by winter.
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The home improvement project
is an annual event at CedaRidge.
This summer 17 mission groups
from seven states will be here to
work on projects like this. These
groups provide their own materials
and travel expense. They work long,
hard hours. They repair roofs, mend
plumbing, fix floors, rebuild porch-
es and sometimes build houses.
Motivated by the love of the Lord,
the groups give unselfishly. When
they leave, they always leave part
of themselves behind.
Usually they take a new
idea of what missions is
all about with them.

These groups do
other mission projects
while they are on the
field. They bring pup-
pets, clowns and sing-
ing groups to our nurs-
ing homes. They con-
duct backyard Bible
classes and children’s
classes. One group conducted sew-
ing classes. They visit our churches
and conduct special services for the
youth. Eleven groups will be doing
mission projects this summer.

This is missions. People helping

. people. People loving people. Peo-

ple sharing Christ with people. It is
an example of one of my favorite
missions verses: “They helped ev-
eryone his neighbors; and everyone
said, ‘Be of good cheer.”” (Isaiah
41:6)

Janus Jones

Williamsburg

There’s another kind

There’s a lot of confusion about
Southern Baptists. You might be
inclined to paint them all with a
broad brush as narrow ultracon-
servatives anxious to forward a
male-dominated hierarchy in the
church and in the home.

But there is another kind of
Southern Baptist. A Baptist who
loves and worships a God who is
color blind, status blind and gen-
der blind. A Baptist who believes
and loves the Bible and knows
Christ came not to put people
down, but to lift them up. A Bap-
tist who sees Jesus Christ as the
head of the church and head of the
family. That Christ came not to
have a first-class and second-class
relationship between husband and
wife, but that both be first-class
spiritual partners in a marriage of
mutual love, mutual work, mutual
faithfulness and mutual decision
making. That marriage decisions
be led by the Holy Spirit and made
in the best interest of the entire
family.

- And, speaking of family, this
Baptist believes every person is
made in the image of God with infi-
nite worth, dignity and value. That
a family may include a husband,
wife and children; yet singles, wid-
ows, widowers and divorcees are
also families whom God loves.

A Baptist who believes that
Christ came to give every person a

“sense of significance. A Baptist who

is not anxious to exclude but to in-
clude all persons in the family of
God through faith in Christ Jesus
alone. In that family the playing
field is level. As the Scripture says

in Galatians 3:28: “There is neither
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave
nor free, there is neither male nor
female; for you are all one in Christ
Jesus.”

Before you make up your mind
about Southern Baptists, just re-
member that they don’t all come in
cookie-cutter conformity.

Bill Sherman
Nashville

New seminary

The deacon board of First Bap-
tist Church of New Castle is endors-
ing the funding of the Baptist Semi-
nary of Kentucky. We likewise en-
courage other churches and individ-
uals to support this endeavor by
their prayerful and financial sup-
port.

Our church has been greatly
blessed by a strong relationship with
Southern Baptist Theological Sem-

inary since the founding of the

school. Many of our pastors have
been seminary professors, students

" and graduates. In addition to using

Southern as a resource for pastors,
the seminary has generously sup-
plied us with ministers of music,
youth and interim pastors as well.
We have been saddened as some

of our best and brightest students-

have left Kentucky to attend semi-
naries in other states, as a world-
class faculty was dismantled, the
call of women to ministry was dis-
couraged and limited, academic
freedom has not been encouraged

*as in previous years and a wonder-

ful school of social work was squan-
dered and needlessly eliminated.

It is time for Baptists to support a
new seminary in Kentucky. We
need a new seminary that will pro-
vide students with a superb theolog-
ical education in an atmosphere that
encourages free and thoughtful
scholarship and is founded upon
historic Baptist principles. We be-
lieve the Baptist Seminary of Ken-
tucky will be such an institution and
we heartily provide our endorse-
ment. E

Dave Charlton, pastor
Board of Deacons
Tony Tingle, chairman
First Baptist Church
New Castle

Renounce war?

In his account (June 16, page 12)
of his recent speech at the Woman’s
Missionary Union conference on
violence, Tony Campolo was quot-
ed to say, “We also have to be-at
peace with our enemies,” and noted
that many American Christians see
no contradiction with wanting
Rwanda and Bosnia to live in peace
while glorifying American wars. He
was further quoted, “If we want
them to renounce war, then we have
to renounce war, and we are not
ready to do that.”

Campolo can speak for himself,
but not for everyone else. I know of
no one, Christian or otherwise, who
glorifies war, especially those who
have been there. Should there ever
be violent action? Was Lincoln jus-
tified by a war costing over 600,000
lives? Should the colonists have
fought old King George? In this
century, Americans have fought and

shed rivers of blood in five wars
against different kinds of tyranny.
Assuming Americans hadn’t fought
in those wars, one shudders to think
of the location of international
boundaries today, and which ethnic
groups would have been complete-
ly annihilated. Indeed, even the
United States would be a nation of
slaves.

Christ said he came not to bring
peace, but a sword (Matthew 10:34).
People can interpret that as they will,
but it’s instructive that in the criti-
cal moment of the Last Supper,
Christ told his disciples to arm
themselves with swords (today’s
AK-47s), even at the expense of sell-
ing their garments (Luke 22:36). It’s
no wonder Peter cut off the guy’s
ear a few hours later. He also had
seen the master put the lash to the
temple defilers.

The nation should seek friends
for making peace. It should never
be at peace with its enemies—just
distrustful, watchful and always
militarily superior. Ask any histori-
an—or Samson.

James L. Clark
Lexington

National sin

The abominable Roe vs. Wade
Supreme Court decision made abor-
tion America’s national sin. That
high court decision has resulted in
the killing of more than 35 million
innocent babies in the past quarter
century.

A sin becomes a national sin
when the government of a country
legally approves the sin. That’s what
the Supreme Court of the United
States did when it went beyond its
judicial role and acted as a legisla-
tive body to make abortion on de-
mand the law of the nation. With that
one decision the Supreme Court be-
gan the erosion of the sacredness of
human life. It started the spawning
of the culture of death that is still
growing and dominating the think-
ing of a generation of Americans.

Now rock and rap groups sing
the songs of death and killing. Chil-
dren’s cartoons glorify killing.
Drive-by shootings are common.
Gang slayings take place practical-
ly every day. People consumed by
road rage kill on the highways.
Death doctors help people commit

_ suicide, and mass shootings take

place in the schools.
When confronted with the dan-

'gers of the culture of death, many

young people respond, “So what?
I'd just be dead.” Others, aware of
the drive-by shootings and killings
in the schools, say, “I’m afraid.”

“Righteousness exalteth a na-
tion; but sin is a reproach to any
people” (Proverbs 14:34). National
sin is so reprehensible that it ulti-
mately leads to the destruction of
nations that stubbornly refuse to re-
pent. The record of history bears this
out.

Has America’s cup of iniquity
run over? Has America already
gone beyond the point of no return?
Only God knows. But one thing for
sure, “The judgments of the Lord are
true and righteous altogether”

- (Psalm 19:9).

William R. Hagan
Taylorsville
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Ailing VCR sends Looney Tunes
on an unscheduled vacation

HESAID

Life is abnormal at our house: The
VCR became ill and has been taken to
the electronics hospital. They said it
will take 10 days for the téchnician to
get to it. Sounds like a long time.

Thank goodness the VCR didn’t go
on the fritz when the boys were
younger. Now that they live to play
basketball and baseball outside, the
lack of a VCR isn’t so bad.

“When they were teething toddlers,
we came to rely on a “Barney Live”
tape to get us through the middle-of-the-night agony of
molars trying to break through. When those suckers were
hurting the boys’ gums, the only thing that would console
them was some Tylenol and “Barney Live.” To this day |
can act out the whole thing and sing every song.

The Barney phase is long gone, only to be replaced by
Looney Tunes. After we wore out every Barney video in the
store, now we've rented every Looney Tune video. At least
the boys now eat their carrots without complaining. They
love to imitate Bugs Bunny’s “Hey, what’s up Doc?”

With the VCR gone, the biggest disagreement in our
house is whether to watch cartoons or sports. Garrett has
gone sports mad. The first thing he wants to see in the
morning is the sports page. He reads all the scores to us.
He'll ask me about different players, and | have no idea
who he is talking about.

° While Luke likes sports, he is getting a little fed up with
Garrett. Any time the TV is on, Garrett wants to watch
ESPN. He would sit through an entire World Cup soccer
match if | let him. And he loves the sports news.
Unfortunately, the ads on ESPN are not exactly kid friendly,
so | have to monitor what they watch.

The best solution I've come up with is to shut it off and
read some books.

Alison Wingfield

You never know how much you use
something until you suddenly don’t
have it. Which could be a good thing
or bad thing, | guess. For example,
now Alison and | have an absolutely
impenetrable excuse for not letting the
boys watch “Space Jam” for the 50th
time.

But it also means we're fully
dependent upon television
programming now, which isn’t such a
good thing. Don’t get the wrong idea;
we don’t let our kids camp out in front of the television all
day. But it is a pleasant part of modern living to be able to
access some of the better children’s videos and television
programming occasionally—especially in the summer.

And | guess Alison and | use the VCR more than we
think. | almost caught myself stopping by the video store
the other day to rent a movie. Then | realized how stupid |
would have felt had | plunked down my money and arrived
at home only to be reminded we had no way of watching
the movie. Habits.

Last time we went through a crisis like this the problem
turned out to be dirt built up inside the VCR’s mechanism.
Perhaps it will be the same this time, and a thorough
cleaning will put the picture back in focus. 1
. That's true of humans too. Through the wear and tear
of life, dirt builds up on our minds and spirits, causing us
not to see or hear things as clearly as we once did. The
good news is it doesn’t take us 10 days to wait on a
technician to clean us up. God has said he is ready to
.cleanse us anytime. All it takes is prayer.

That puts everything back in focus.

SAID

Mark Wingfield

NAC showed us the future, and it’s good

Anyone who thinks Woman’s Missionary Union
is just for little old ladies with blue hair should have
been at the Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center the
first week of July.

The only blue hair in sight was on a clown, and
there were thousands of young women on hand to par-
ticipate in WMU’s biggest ongoing event.

The National Acteens Convention drew more than
10,000 teenage girls to Louisville for four days of in-
spiration, education and hands-on missions
experience. That’s six times the number
of women who attended this year’s
annual meeting in Salt Lake City.

Some have wondered whether WMU has a future,
since the stalwarts of WMU’s adult programs in many
churches tend to remember first-hand what life was
like before the Great Depression. What most people
fail to see is the thousands of young people involved

~in WMU programs in local churches.

We have seen the future of WMU, and it is full of
excitement.

Children and teenagers involved in WMU programs
don’t have an annual convention, but instead the teen-
age girls come together only once every four to five
years. And you have to see it to believe it.

Imagine Freedom Hall about three-fourths filled
with girls and you’ll begin to get the picture. Then
mix in mega doses of enthusiasm and lots of scream-
ing, clapping and shouting. But even. then you
wouldn’t be able to see the commitment these girls
have to their faith, to leaming about and doing mis-
sions, to making a difference in their world.

Through NAC, we have seen the future of WMU,
and it looks better than many -are predicting.

No one knows for sure whether these girls when
they grow up will want to attend the type of WMU
“circle” meetings their grandmothers did. But if you
get hung up on that, you’ll miss the point. What we
can see clearly even now is that a future generation is
bemg raised up with a concern for missions and a gen-
uine commitment to Christ.

Our challenge is to find ways to continue discipling

EDITORIAL

them, empowering them and encouraging them.

They’ ve demonstrated that they’re willing to study and
willing to work if only given an opportunity. They
will chart the future, with inspiration from those who
lead them today.

We have seen the future of WMU, and it is built
upon committed women who labor in their local
churches without much acclaim most of the time.

They are the Girls in Action teachers, the Acteens
advisors, the Missions Friends leaders.
They are the women who traveled with
Acteens to NAC in more church vans and
buses than you’ve ever seen in one place—because
they think it’s worthwhile to invest in the future of the
church. :

‘We have seen the future of WMU, and it is made
strong by the commitment of Kentucky-.women.

The life-changing experiences that occurred at NAC
could not have happened without the dedication of
numerous Kentucky women, many of whom have

comimitted the better part of the past two years in plan-

ning the event.

Southern Baptists, and Kentucky Baptists in par-

ticular, owe a debt of gratitude to Kym Mitchell of
Shelbyville, on-site coordinator of NAC, and Julie
Keith of Louisville, Acteens consultant for Kentucky
WMU. Both were key figures in making NAC hap-
pen.

They were aided by dozens of volunteers from Ken-
tucky -churches who did everything from driving shut-
tles to teaching quilting to supervising off-site minis-
tries. These volunteers were led by Mary Lou Crutch-
er, general chairwoman of the committee on local ar-
rangements.

Kentucky Baptists can be proud of the hospitality
extended to Acteens from across the nation on their

behalf. And at the same time we should be grateful to -

" the Acteens themselves for leaving their host city a

better place than when they came.
We have seen the future of WMU, because it-al-
ready has made its mark on Kentucky. ‘
— Mark Wingfield

‘Who ... can add a single hour?’

years old and beginning to under-
stand that Daddy was often gone, he

By Jim Abernathy

“Who of you by worrying can add a
single hour to his life?” (Luke
12:25)

Is anything as elu-
sive in our busy lives
today as time? “There
just aren’t enough
hours in the day,” we
protest. “Time is of the
essence ... the hour is
short ... time flies;”
there are, it seems, a
million such colloquial-
isms, in fact too many
to include in this short space.

Time is the subject of our con-
versations, music and even public
debates. Thus we often find our-
selves wringing our hands in frus-
tration because we feel helpless to
control it. And we worry about time,
as if our worrying could somehow
multiply our options. In short, we
seem to be controlled by the very
thing we want to control, and the
anxiety is robbing many of us of the
joy of life.

In the 12th chapter of Luke, Jesus
looked onto the crowd and saw rich
and poor, righteous and sinful, the

OF THE BIBLE

accepted and the outcast. But more
importantly, as he looked into their
hearts, he saw loneliness, doubt and
fear. Then he said to them, “Do not
worry.” .

Of these timely
words, William Bar-
- clay writes, “Jesus nev-
er ordered any man to
live in a shiftless, thrift-
less, reckless way.
What he did tell a man
to do was to do his best
and then to leave the
rest to God.”

In this contempo-
rary world where Chris-
tians and churches often get caught
up in the whirlwind of statistics,
black ink and political and theolog-
ical correctness, Jesus calls those
who will listen to a different view
of life. He calls those who will lis-
ten to trust him. It can be a terribly
frightening thing to do when mon-
ey is tight, family relationships are
strained and deadlines loom. How-
ever, I have found this journey of
life to be most fulfilling when I trust
God instead of the clock, or any-
thing else that-threatens to control
me. ;
When our son, Clayton, was 2

did something. one day that grabbed
my attention. I stopped by the house
one afternoon on my way to anoth-
er meeting. I picked him up, hugged

him, talked to him a moment, then

set him down and prepared to leave.

Unimpressed by my hasty. at-
tempt at fatherhood, he grabbed my
coat and would not let go. I pulled
his little hand away and patted him
on the head, but he quickly grabbed
my coat again. This time he held on
for dear life and said, “Daddy, coat
off, coat off.”

I quickly realized the depth of his
dissatisfaction with me. He believed
I would stay if I took my coat off. It

- worked. I took my coat off, sat down

with him in my lap, and we rocked,

‘talked and spent precious tlme to-

gether.

Time, or lack of it, is a great
source of worry for us today. God,
speaking through the Psalmist, said,
“Be still and know that I am God.”
Take time to intentionally listen to
God. Then, trust him
to be at work whatev-
er the situation. That
is time well spent.
Jim Abernathy is pastor
of Latonia Baptist
Church in Covington.
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This week’s
questions

M A friend who recently
retired has started
drinking and 1 fear he
has become an

. alcoholic. Why would a
person who never
drank now drink liquor
every day?

B How can | help my
children understand
baptism?

“The United States
is a constitutional
republic, not a
theocracy, as was
Israel. It should
not be a part of
our worship nor a
focus of our
attention.”

Q. I have a dear friend and fellow
church member who recently re-
tired. He has started drinking and
I fear he has become an alcoholic.
Why would a person who never
drank now drink liquor every
day?

. A. This is indeed a
problem, not only for
your friend, but for an in-
creasing number of se-
nior adults. There are
many factors, but the
simplest reason seems to
be boredom—they now
have lots of free time but
have not prepared for it.

Some psychologists
note that depression comes because
retirees are disappointed in what
they expected from retirement. Their
inability to adapt to a drastic change

in schedule and lifestyle causes

them. to seek a release or escape.

You might carefully talk to your
friend about this problem. Do not
condemn or judge. Share your con-
cerns about what you see and how
this is affecting your friendship.
Unfortunately, little can be done to
help any addict unless that person
realizes he has a problem and seeks
help. :

Pray for him.

FAMILY

FORUM

Find things the two of you can
do that are not near where alcohol
is sold.

If you know of someone who has
gone through a similar experience,
include them in your activities.

Don’t give up on him. Whether
he realizes it now or not, as you see
him through this, you
truly are his best friend.
— Al Shackleford

Q. How can I help my
children understand
baptism?

A. Children take spe-
cial interest in baptism
because, like commun-
ion, it is a concrete, visual act of wor-
ship. The questions baptism rais-
es—like “What are those people
doing up there in the water?”’—can
lead to significant conversations
and become important steps in your
child’s journey.

Read the story of Jesus’ baptism
to younger children, and talk about
how being baptized is one way we
follow Jesus and choose to be like
him. Older children can begin to
understand the symbolism of being
buried and raised to a new life. They
can see baptism as a reminder of
what Jesus did for us, a reminder of

how Christians give up their way for
God’s way and begin a new life; a
concrete way we follow Jesus and

.do something he did; a way to show

others that we are believers and
have chosen to follow Jesus. All
ages can understand immersion as
a way of showing that all of us is
committed to Jesus—our head, our
hands, our eyes, our feet, etc.

Most children will enjoy a visit
to the baptistry with a minister or
teacher. Make sure boys and girls
understand there is nothing magic
about the water and that being bap-
tized doesn’t make you a Christian.

When your child says, “I want to
be baptized,” ask them why. Con-
tinue to explain that commitment to
Christ must come first. Don’t allow
your child to make a commitment
just so he or she can be baptized or
take communion. — David Garrard

Family Forum writers are David Garrard,
minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, min-
ister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church
in Lexington; Susan Howell, assistant pro-
fessor of psychology at Campbellsville Uni-
versity; Wade Rowatt, director of the St.
Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of

Mature Living magazine. Send questions -

for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box
43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec@nir.net.

Should American flag be part of Vworship?

By Greg Burton

With the passing of this year’s
Fourth of July comes our nation’s
222nd birthday. The Christian
should be filled with gratitude for
the freedom enjoyed by a people
unencumbered by the oppression of
many regimes around the globe. In
spite of its flaws and scandals,
America still is a beacon of freedom
in the world.

In ballparks, fans will have the
opportunity to join
their voices in sing-
ing “The Star-Span-

| gled Banner.” Chil-

dren will return to school to open
their day with the Pledge of Alle-
giance to-the American flag. In pa-
triotic festivals, many will offer a
tear in homage to the symbol of our
great nation with the stirring rendi-
tion of “Proud to Be an American”
sung by Lee Greenwood. Veterans
of all ages will recall their martyred
comrades whenever they hear the
snap of Old Glory unfurling its
stripes on a breezy day. The flag is
a special symbol to Americans, and
so it should be.

A Christian should never have to
face the question of respect for our
nation’s freedom or the appropriate-
ness of being a good citizen. But
should the American flag be a fix-
ture in a Christian sanctuary of wor-
ship?

Such is the practice in many
churches where the American flag
is to the right of the speaker on the
platform and often the Christian flag
is to the left. Should the house of
God include regular nationalistic
patriotism or should it remain exclu-
sive to the worship of God with to-
tal focus on God’s kingdom, a king-
dom without national boundaries?

God’s word challenges the be-

liever to “render unto Caesar that .
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which is Caesar’s” and to live for
God within the political structures
in which we find ourselves. This task
is far from burdensome for us, giv-
en the spiritual roots of our nation
and the religious heritage that gave
birth to the cherished principles of
our earliest documents.

I grow weary with those who
trash our nation and her rich histo-
ry. The modern Christian mission-
ary movement owes much of its suc-
cess to the work of God through the
tool of America and
her freedom. But
America and Chris-
tianity are not one
and the same.

The “Baptist Faith & Message”
declares the value of a free church
in a free state. The church needs no
favors from the state, simply the
freedom to operate through the Holy
Spirit, unhindered by government.
The church owes the government
nothing. Any nation who counts
herself blessed owes God every-
thing.

We. are urged by Holy Scripture
to view ourselves as “a chosen peo-
ple, a royal priesthood, a holy na-
tion, a people belonging (exclusive-
ly) to God, that you may declare the
praises of him who called you out
of darkness into his wonderful light”
(1 Peter 2:9). )

The “holy nation” is not Ameri-
ca, but the church. The first two
commandments announce God’s
desire for his relationship with his
people to be absolutely exclusive.
The United States is a constitution-
al republic, not a theocracy, as was
Israel. It should not be a part of our
worship nor a focus of our attention.

Some might say the religious na-
ture of our country makes the dis-
play of the flag and the Pledge of
Allegiance quite appropriate. Yet
there have been other nations with

Christian heritage that chose paths
which led to injustice and atrocities,
even to the persecution of the fol-
lowers of Christ, who once celebrat-

- ed their nationalistic pride with a

zeal very similar to that displayed
in worship. In the sanctuary of our
Lord, worship and loyalties should
be expressed for God and his king-
dom alone. :

There are occasions during the
year when a flag may be appropri-
ate. Vacation Bible school is a good
time to teach our children to be con-
scientious citizens of the United
States as well as the church. Com-
mencement is the opportunity for
these children to show what they
have learned, including Christian
citizenship. The Fourth of July and
Memorial Day are times when the
church can focus on the grace of God
blessing a nation. Such events re-
mind us to pray for our land and her
leaders.

But the symbol of our worship is
not the Stars and Stripes; it is the
cross. The pledge to the American
flag is inappropriate in worship.
Any pledge of allegiance in worship
should be centered on God and God
alone. .

I am one of those people who
stand at ball games and sing loud
and clear those inspiring words
penned by Francis Scott Key. My
children are familiar with the Dec-
laration of Independence and the
U.S. Constitution. My father served
faithfully in the Korean Conflict.
My uncle died in World War II. I am
so very proud to be an American.

But when I enter the sanctuary of
praise and worship to God, all other
loyalties pause and my focus be-
comes exclusive. My statue of lib-
erty is made of two pieces of rough
wood and my pledge of allegiance
is “As for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord.”

Greg Burton is pastor of South Jef-
ferson Baptist Church in Louisville.

Your house: Nest
or nest egg?

By Jeremy White

For most people, a house
represents their most important
asset and their largest debt. The
challenge is
keeping the

ight  bal-

ance e
tween en-

FINANCIAL | riyagns:
living space

FnR“M and maxi-
mizing the

return  on
your investment. Either extreme
can tip you out of balance and
cause problems.

People sometimes invest too
much in a house they will live
in for only a few years. For ex-
ample, I knew a couple who
bought the average-priced
home of about $70,000 in their
neighborhood. They installed
many new fixtures, renovated
rooms and installed an in-
ground pool. ,

After living there only two
years, they transferred to anoth-
er city for a different job. They
sold their house for $80,000.
What appeared to be a $10,000
gain was actually a $20,000
loss. After $30,000 of improve-
ments, their total investment in
that house was $100,000.

Data from the remodeling
industry show that different
home improvement projects re-
coup widely different percent-
ages of investment. For exam-
ple, in-ground pools and fire-
places tend to return less than
50 percent of the amount in-
vested. In other words, a home-
owner spending $12,000 for a
new pool might sell the home
for only $6,000 more.

Projects with a high percent-
age of investment recouped in-
clude minor kitchen remodel-

. ing and a bathroom addition.
Both of these recoup almost all
of the amount invested.

If you always have wanted
an in-ground pool, buy your
next house with an in-ground
pool. Your pool will in effect
cost half as much as installing
it at your current house.

Consider the following when
making your renovation and
home purchasing decisions:

I Decide how long you are
likely to stay in this house.

I Determine the maximum
likely sale price for your house.

l Invest an amount (cost +
improvements) less than the
maximum likely sale price.

I Make improvements that
you can take with you first.

0§ Make renovations with the
highest return value.

B Keep track of your total
investment in your house.

Jeremy White is a CPA in Pad-
ucah and is a regular feature writ-
er for Larry Burkett’s “Money Mat-
ters” newsletter.




Two words that make a difference --

Cooperative Program

Two of the most important words in our Southern Baptist vocabulary are Cooperative Program. With its adoption -

in 1925, the Cooperative Program began a new way for Southern Baptists to support all their mission causes with

one gift through their local church. Through the Cooperative Program our denomination cooperates as a missions
team from the local church member, to the convention staff worker, and the missionary on the farthest field.

7. You give your tithes and offerings
through your church.

2. Kentucky Baptist Convention Churches designate a
g portion of their church budget for the Cooperative
Program.

3. Money is forwarded to ‘
the Kentucky Baptist

Convention, where a portion of the funds is used
for missions and ministries throughout Kentucky:.

=5
@ 4. A portion of the money is also forwarded to the
Southern Baptist Convention for missions and

ministries in the nation and around the world.

How the Cooperative Program works.

maklng ”‘

mlfference

Heal,ing Hearts in a
Broken World

poopEnATIVE

~ PROGRAM 1-888-254-5713 or (502) 245-4101 x212
Kentucky Baptist Convention - PO. Box 43433 - Louisville, KY 40253-0433
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“Both of them had
almost the exact
same wording:
‘Stay out of
Republic; we know
what you look
like. Remember,
Jesus loves you.’”
Gay Revi on threatening

phone calls to the
Ozarks ACLU

REPUBLIC, Mo. (ABP)—Critics
say the small Southwest Missouri
town of Republic is trying too hard
to live up to its name—even pre-
tending it is more sovereign than the
U.S. Constitution.

Many city residents say a group
of outside agitators is ruining the
peace and quiet of their little com-
munity. It’s all over a fish.

The Ozarks Chapter of the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union is pro-
ceeding with plans for a lawsuit
against the Springfield, Mo., suburb.
ACLU officials say the suit will be
filed on behalf of a Republic resi-
dent who has complained about the

rd’s decision to

1 rule was motivated in part
:  fo those whose Sabbath
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city’s logo, designed in 1990. The
logo, which adorns city stationery
and police cars, contains, among
other things, a representation of- the
ichthus, the fish symbol used by an-
cient Christians as a sign of their
faith.

In February, the ACLU asked the
city to remove the fish from its logo
and replace it with a secular sym-
bol. The organization says use of an
overtly Christian symbol to repre-
sent a government entity violates the
First Amendment’s clause against
establishment of a religion.

On May 15, the city’s aldermen
voted to retain the symbol. ACLU

officials say the city never has re-
sponded to their requests directly.
Many of the Christians who have

contributed to the massive public,

outcry against the symbol’s remov-
al view the city’s action as a direct
defense of Christianity.

Bill Laffoon is immediate past
deacon chairman for First Baptist
Church of Republic. “Of course it
represents a Christian symbol, but I
don’t think there’s maybe but one
or two people in the whole city op-
posed to it,” he said.

ACLU board member Gay Revi
said residents opposed to the sym-
bol are afraid to speak up. “I think

‘Fishy’ situation: City facing lawsuit for Christian symbol

it’s safe to say right now there’s a
climate of fear for anyone who is
different from the majority in Re-
public,” she said. She said the
Ozarks ACLU office has received
two threatening phone calls “Both
of them had almost the exact same
wording: ‘Stay out of Republic; we
know what you look like. Remem-
ber, Jesus loves you.””

Revi said Christians should rec-
ognize their religious liberty would
not exist but for the First Amend-
ment. “I lived in a Muslim country
for 11 years, and I’ve seen what
happens when government favors
one religion over another.”

Arrests rock Amish & Hutterite communities

LANCASTER COUNTY, Pa.
(RNS)—Pennsylvania’s Amish and
Alberta’s Hutterites—related Ana-
baptist groups usually seen by out-
siders as largely immune to contem-
porary society’s ills—have been
rocked by legal problems generally
unheard of in those communities.

Two Amish men were charged
with distributing cocaine within
their community, while 12 Hutterite
men and boys have been charged
with a series of sex offenses during

New Michigan
law to outlaw
assisted suicide

WASHINGTON (BP)—Michi-
gan’s legislature handed prosecu-
tors a new weapon in their battle
against assisted suicide’s leading
practitioner, Jack Kevorkian, on the
final day of the session.

The state House of Representa-
tives approved a ban on assisted sui-
cide with a two-thirds majority,
meaning the new law will become
effective Sept. 1. Michigan Gov.
John Engler has promised to sign the
legislation.

The new assisted-suicide ban de-
fines criminal assistance as provid-
ing the means for a person to com-
mit suicide, participating in the act
or helping plan the death. It does not
apply to withholding or withdraw-
ing medical treatment. The bill calls
for maximum penalties of five years
in prison and a $10,000 fine.

The Michigan legislature’s ac-
tion is noteworthy because Kevorki-
an has made a habit of performing
and promoting assisted suicide in
the state the last seven years.

Kevorkian remained defiant af-
ter the legislature’s action. “Tell
them we will go to trial immediately
after that law goes into effect. The
Michigan legislature is a tool of the
Inquisition. They would burn us at
the stake if it wasn’t for a jury,”
Kevorkian told the Oakland Press of
Pontiac, Mich.

The new legislation, approved

* July 2, is intended as an improve-

ment over a law that expired in
1994. Two juries acquitted Kevorki-
an under the previous law, while a
third refused to convict him under
common law. A fourth case ended
in a mistrial.

a number of years.
About 20,000 Old Order ‘Amish,
a strict Anabaptist sect who shun
most worldly ways, live in Pennsyl-
vania’s Lancaster County, where
they rarely make the news.
Recently, however, two Amish

- men in their 20s were charged along

with eight members of a Pagans mo-
torcycle gang for selling cocaine. The
arrests shed light on a little-known
Amish practice called “rumschpring-
es,” or “running around.”

It involves allowing Amish teen-
agers and young adults to spend
several years driving cars, drinking
and generally sampling the tempta-
tions of the modern world. If and
when the young people decide to
become baptized and rejoin the
church, they revert to the sect’s strict
ways.

In Alberta, 10 men and two boys
have been charged with 34 sex of-
fenses ranging from incest to fon-
dling the genitals of young girls.
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The world comes to Kentucky during NAGC *98

By Mark Wingfield & David Winfrey
Editor & News Director

LOUISVILLE—They came as
clowns, cheerleaders, dancers, South-
em belles and average people. Some
walked in formation, some did cart-
wheels, others rode in cars.

They carried flags from 46 states
and seven other countries, walking
alongside missionaries who serve in
America’s inner cities and rural out-
posts of foreign coun-
tries. :

They received ova-
tions, non-stop waves of
cheers, from friends and
complete strangers who
watched their festive
parade through Free-
dom Hall at the Ken-
tucky Fair and Exposi-
tion Center July 1.

They were the repre-
sentatives of every state
and nation among the
more than 10,000 teen-
age girls attending the
National Acteens Con-
vention, held in Louis-
ville July 1-4. And as they marched in
the opening parade of NAC, Freedom
Hall erupted continuously with the
kind of enthusiastic cheers only
10,000 screaming teenage girls can
make.

The parade of states and countries
kicked off the four-day missions edu-
cation experience, which is held only
once every four to five years and is
sponsored by Woman’s Missionary
Union. Acteens is a missions educa-
tion organization in local churches for
girls in grades seven through 12.

“God has brought us all here to do
something through us,” Sarah Groves,
NAC coordinator, told the girls during
the opening session. She was referring
not only to what would happen inside
Freedom Hall and the South Wing of
the Fair and Exposition Center, but
also to the impact the girls would
make across Louisville and Southern
Indiana through four sessions of ser-
vice projects. .

In the two days following the open-
ing session, all 10,315 NAC partici-
pants fanned out across the area to
clean up local parks and recreation
areas, minister to children and senior
adults, clean and paint ministry cen-
ters and perform a variety of other vol-
unteer ministries at 220 sites.

This kind of hands-on local minis-
try was a new addition to NAC, made
possible with extensive help from
Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union and Louisville Mayor Jerry
Abramson.

“Do you know how long we have

been waiting for you girls to come to
our city?” Carol Butler, a representa-
tive of the mayor’s office asked the
girls in the opening session.

Butler lauded the girls for their
“beautiful hearts” and energy.

“You are a part of something much
larger than this one event,” she said,
referring to a nationwide movement to
increase volunteerism. ‘

“You are the future not just of our
city and net just of your state, but of
the world,” she continued. “You have
something enly you can give that will

make the world a better place.

“Every single one of you will leave
a permanent mark on the lives of peo-
ple you will touch.”

Outside Freedom Hall, NAC partic-
ipants received high marks for their
service ministry. ;

“They’ve done an excellent job,”
said Randall Harvey, director of Jef-
ferson Street Baptist Center in down-
town Louisville. “T’ve been very im-
pressed with their work ethic. They’ve
gotten more done than
we expected.”

About 200 girls
worked at Jefferson
Street Baptist Center
during the two-day pe-
riod, cleaning and paint-
ing the building that
houses a long-standing
ministry to Louisville’s
homeless.

" Renee Bryant, direc-
tor of Fern Creek/High-
view United Ministries
Inc., said the young
women reminded her of
when she was an Act-
een in Irving, Texas.
Workers cleaned, painted and sorted
food for the food pantry at the center,
which offers assistance to individuals
and families. :

“Hopefully through the conference
as well as the mission projects they’1l
see how volunteer mission projects
really help the community,” she said.

That was precisely the goal of or-

ganizing the thousands of hands-on

ministry opportunities, said Julie Kei-

th, Acteens consultant for Kentucky .
WMU and coordinator of the ministry

projects.

“That was our whole intent, for
people to come here and see needs and
how to meet them and then go home
and see needs and meet them,” she
said.

As an example, Keith cited the
40,000 items Acteens donated for the

_Infant Resource Project, a Kentucky

ministry center that works with low-
income mothers to provide basic ne-
cessities.

Many girls who worked sorting the
donated goods for mothers and ba-
bies said they would like to go home
and help ‘start a similar effort, and
Cathy Neel, director of the Infant
Resource Project, received several

invitations to come help them do just

that, she said.

Neel also said the effects of NAC
on Louisville will be long-lasting. “A
year from now when I fill an order I still
will remémber NAC,” she said. Not
having to round up these items from
other sources will free her time for other
priorities, such as fund-raising and
parenting projects.

Overall, the ministry projects were
the highlight of NAC for many partic-
ipants, Keith said. “They loved it.”

Ministry also took place behind the
scenes, inside the South Wing of the
Kentucky Fair and Exposition Center.
Girls worked in shifts in sprawling ar-
eas marked off by curtains to stitch
together quilts that will be sent to mis-
sion centers at home and abroad.

They sat in circles on the concrete
floor, following the instructions of
group leaders who taught them—

many for the first time in their lives—
to sew the quilts by hand. As they
worked, they listened to the testimo-
nies of missionaries who will use the
quilts in their ministries.

By the end of the convention, the
NAC participants had completed more
than 1,000 quilts. .

As a result the girls learned not
only a new skill but a new idea for

" ministry at home as well.

“We’ve already thought about go-
ing home and getting the older wom-
en in our church to help us do this,”
said Jackie Grace, a member of New
Hope Baptist Church in Cadiz, Ky.

Though ministry and service were
highlighted throughout the conven-
tion, the girls repeatedly were told that
what they do for others is important,

but not the most important thing in -

life.

“Culture says we can be good peo-
ple without Christ,” Houston mission-
ary Dorcas Byrd told the girls in one
session. “As a Christian, I understand

 that the only-way we can be good is if

Jesus Christ is in us.

“It’s not the good things we do that
matter, but that we allow God to get
the glory,” she said.

- Byrd told the teenagers they each °

have special value to God because
they were created by him. “He has giv-
en you unique characteristics he wants
you to use for his glory,” she said.
Service should not be motivated by

personal gain but by a desire to
please God, Byrd explained. “God
says to forget about what we want
for ourselves and live for him. ... God
in us can change us for the better.”
In commitment services on
Thursday and Friday evening, hun-
dreds of youth and leaders came for-
ward. Nearly 100 decision cards
were completed, recording 13 pro-
fessions of faith and 50 calls to mis-
sions and ministry vocations.
“NAC was an incredible experi-
ence,” said Groves, the event’s chief
organizer. “I be-
lieve the Acteens
made a difference
in Louisville
through the off-
site ministry -
projects. I heard
raving  reports
about the work
they did. Even of-
ficials at the thrill
park said the Act-
eens were the best
teenaged group they had ever had

‘in the park.

“Of course,” Groves continued,
“the true impact of NAC will be de-
termined by the girls now that they
have returned home. I pray that they
will continue to live out what they
learned and heard at NAC.”

With additional reporting by Teresa
Dickens of WMU
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NAC B Left: The opening
session of the National
Acteens Convention
featured girls dressed as
Southérn Belles, basketball
players and in a variety of
other symbolic costumes.
M Below: Renee Mims,
assistant Acteens leader
for McDonald Memorial
Baptist Church in
Jonesboro, La., helps a
child sew during a
backyard Bible club.

M Inset: Kelley Travis of
First Baptist Church in
Murray, a national WMU
Top Teen this year, speaks
during a NAC session.

PRAYER TIME Acteens
from First Baptist Church
of Blue Ridge, Ga., huddle
in prayer during a NAC
session.



“We want them to
learn the joy that
comes from giving
of themselves to

someone in need.”
‘ Trudy Jol_mson

10

IN STITCHES Acteens from New Hope Baptist Church in Cadiz work on quilts during the National Acteens Convention in Louisville July 1-
4. The West Kentucky teens joined thousands of other Baptist girls from across the nation to make more than 1,000 quilts for

distribution through Baptist mission points.

Ministry keeps NAGC girls in stitches

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—A stitch in time
could save lives as a result of the Na-
tional Acteens Convention.

Missionaries around the globe will -

benefit from the work of the teenage
girls who brought cloth and sewed
quilts during the July 1-4 conference

LOUISVILLE (BP)—As they com-
missioned 430 volunteer short-term
missionaries, participants in the Na-
tional Acteens Convention demon-
strated what it means to be the “light
of the world” as Jesus commanded.

The commissioning service was

held under what looked like a sky

glowing with stars, as thousands of
Acteens waved pin lights in the
dimmed arena at Louisville’s Freedom
Hall. Leaders said the sea of lights il-
lustrated the impact missions volun-
teers are having in 22 states and three
countries this summer. The 430 vol-
unteers will serve as part of the Act-
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at Louisville’s Kentucky Fair and Ex-
position Center.

Each of the more than 10,000 par-
ticipants was assigned a time to work
on the quilts, said Trudy Johnson, spe-
cial projects manager for Woman’s
Missionary Union.

The 18 Southern Baptist mission-
aries who helped with the massive
project received most of the quilts for
use in their work, Johnson said.

As they guided the teens in stitch-
ing fabric, the missionaries explained
how the gospel helps stitch together

* the lives of those with whom they min-

ister, from homeless men and battered
women to families in poverty or vic-
tims of natural disasters.

“We want them to learn the joy that
comes from giving of themselves to
someone in need,” Johnson said.
“We’ve also taught them a very sim-
ple, easy-to-do project that they can
do in their community.”

Several groups said they wanted to
go back home and duplicate the work
for a ministry project in their area,
Johnson said.

eens volunteer programs Acteens Ac-
tivators, Acteens Activators Abroad
and Acteens Interns.

A week prior to the convention, for
example, five Activators from Ken-
tucky helped Rolling Hills Baptist
Church in LaGrange start a2 Women on
Mission group in a trailer park where
the church is located. The Activators
from Living Faith Baptist Church in
Hartford, Middleton Baptist Church in
Franklin and Guthrie Baptist Church
in Guthrie conducted vacation Bible
school, worship services and a mis-
sions fair there.

Those preparing for-upcoming Ac-

Some Acteens asked for leftover
cloth and supplies so they could
work on quilts during the ride back
home, she added.

The Baptist Nursing Fellowship
sent thousands of bandages with the
fellowship’s name and address for
Acteens to use, “in case the girls
pricked their fingers while sewing,”
Johnson said.

“We really did try to get every-
body involved,” she said.

Even the setting where they
worked, the hard, cold concrete floor
of the convention center, was meant
to educate Acteens, she added. “We
want to help them have some empa-
thy for some of the people who will get
their quilts.”

Kentucky Women on Mission
worked long and hard to organize the
supplies and work area. Eveleen Cau-
dill of Highview Baptist Church in
Louisville said she hopes young girls
learn about Women on Mission and
consider doing similar projects when
they get older to mentor young wom-
en.

Girls light the way for Acteen missionaries

tivator trips also were commissioned.

During the service, the Acteens
were encouraged to carry the light of
Christ in whatever they do through-
out their lives.

Megan Pieniazek, a state Acteens
panelist from Adkins, Texas, said the
experience of being an Activator the
past two years has been an unforget-
table and irreplaceable one in her life.

“To me, Activators is much more
than a word. It is an opportunity ... to
share God’s love,” Pieniazek said.
“Activators allows us to be on fire for
God and gives us the courage to let
our light shine everywhere we go.”

NTIO

Florida Acteens

pass off cross

o Kentucky

LOUI,SV,ILLEf—Kentucky
_ Acteens left this month’s na-

tional conference with more
_ than good feelings or a sense of

E\

accomplishment from mission

_ projects..

They also came away witha

- Florida Acteens gave their

.:Kentucky counterparts a sev-

-foot tall wooden cross that

‘been the inspiration for

The Crosswalk project was

_ developed from an Acteen re-
 treat and planning session, said
~ Martha Clark, coordinator of
_ the project in Florida and Act-
__eens advisor at Long Avenue

Baptist Church in Port St. Joe.'
KHa.

‘The Acteens wanted to find
a way to get more Christian

- teenagers to be committed to
- ministry and to taking the

Christian gospel to unchurched ]

_ people, she said.

Through Crosswalk, Acteen

‘groups displayed the wooden
* cross during ministry ‘projects
. in the communities. Then they
. handed the cross off to the next

group in another town.
~ The cross was used at health

_ fairs, beach witnessing, a Tal-

lahassee capital prayer meeting,
day camps for migrant chil-

_ dren, nursing home ministries

~ and a variety of other projects,
 Clark said.

: In all, about 100 churches

from all 50 associations involved

da group encouraged Kentucky

. Acteens to use it in their state mis-
_sion projects before handing it off -
o another state’s Acteens, o

Kentucky Acteens coordina-

tor Julie Keith said plans already
are underway to use the cross.

1,000 Florida Acteens and 3,000
-"'Baptlsts in mlmstry prOJects she
 said.

_ About 10,000 Floridians and »
 tourists were touched through the
~ ministry projects, she added.
. In giving the cross, the Flori-

 Groups interested in sponsor-

z a Crosswalk project should
t Kentucky Woman’s Mis-

ary Union at (502) 244—6485

\eﬂ

 challenge from Florida Act-
_ eens, who encouraged them to
. take up their cross—literally.

- ministry . projects throughout
_ the Sunshine State the past two
~ years. '
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World Wide Web spins true t

By Mark Wingfield & David Winfrey
Editor & News Director

LOUISVILLE—How do you teach
10,000 teenage girls about world mis-
sions without taking them around the
world?

You bring the world to them.

That’s exactly what organizers of
the National Acteens Convention did
in Louisville July 1-4. They trans-
formed a huge section of the South
Wing of the Kentucky Fair and Expo-
sition Center into something called
the World Wide Web.

This area wasn’t just about com-
puters, but it was about gaining access
for the gospel through the tangled web
of relationships, politics and barriers
that exist around the globe.

The 10,000 girls attending NAC
traversed two missionary mazes spon-
sored by the Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board and North Amer-
ican Mission Board, in which they
passed through a maze of curtains to
find various teaching points along the
way. At each station, missionaries told
their stories and involved the girls in
interactive learning experiences.

At the Russia station, former Ken-
tucky pastor Ed Tarleton, who now
serves as a missionary in Moscow, at-
tempted to demonstrate what it was
like to be a Baptist in Russia during
the reign of communism.

“How many of you would like to
go to college?” he asked. A majority
of the girls raised their hands.

“How many of you think you
might be able to go to college?”’ Again,
a majority raised their hands.

Then Tarleton used them to dem-
onstrate the realities of life in Russia’s

recent history. He asked a series of
questions, and anytime a girl an-
swered yes to the question, she had to
sit down, indicating she probably
wouldn’t have been allowed to attend
college in Russia.

“How many of you have fathers or
grandfathers who are Baptist pas-
tors?” he asked, and several girls sat
down.

Then after a series of other ques-
tions, he delivered the final blow:
“How many of you are members of
Baptist churches?”” And all the girls sat
down, leaving no one with easy access
to a college education if they had
lived in Russia.

Elsewhere in the World Wide Web,
NAC participants visited exhibits
sponsored by a variety of Baptist
agencies and Baptist schools. The
Baptist college booths did a brisk
business, providing an immediate re-
minder that the event was happening
in Kentucky and not communist Rus-
sia.
Many of the exhibits were fun sta-
tions, including one where girls could
get inside a steel cage shaped like a
huge ball and become human bowl-
ing balls. Spotters pushed the padded
cage down a padded lane to knock
down 6-foot-high bowling pins repre-
senting different areas of the world.

World Wide Web organizer Rose
Zamora of WMU’s national staff
worked more than two years to assem-
ble the various aspects of the World
Wide Web.

She said the sites were designed for
Acteens to “be in an environment in
which they will be able to hear and
respond to God’s call, whether it be to
salvation or missions or both.”
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WEB SITES W Leff: Manady
Collins of Huntington,
W.Va., rolls across the
rubber flooring of the
human bowling ball event
during NAC. B Below:
Former Kentucky pastor
Ed Tarleton, now a
missionary in Russia with ~
his wife, Teri, explains to
NAC participants the
difficulties of ministry in
the former communist
stronghold.

NAC SCENES M Far left:
Dunamis, a Christian band
from Rose Hill Baptist
Church in Ashland,
performs during an Ohio
River “prayer cruise”
aboard the Spirit of
Jefferson. @ Immediate
left: Kentucky Acteens take
a break from cleaning a
local park to play with

_neighborhood children.

B Bottom center: Autumn
Alcott of First Baptist
Church of Murray, a
National Acteens Panelist
this year, speaks during a
NAC session. B Bottom
left: Acteens from Central
Baptist Church in
Winchester clean up flower
beds on Louisville’s
Belvedere, the high-rise
park overlooking the
downtown waterfront.
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The National Acteens Convention and
Woman’s Missionary Union

Are grateful to Mayor Jerry Abramson and the people
“of Louisville for your warm hospitality.

And to the

hundreds

of volunteers
from

e Kentucky Woman's -

MISSIOnGry Union

o The Wesfern Recorder

~® The Kentucky Baptist
Convention YO U Are

e The Long Run Bophst

L Awesomel

° And all the Kentucklcno

Southern Baptist churches Woman’s Missionary'Union

100 Missionary Ridge
Birmingham, AL 35242-5235
(205) 991-8100

. “WWW.Wmu.com

- ¥

Acteens™ is a national organization for teenage girls sponsored by Woman's Missionary Union™.
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- WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court declined June
26 to hear a former Utah high school
student’s claim that her First
Amendment rights were violated by
the alleged promotion of religion by
her music teacher.

Left standing were two lower
court decisions dismissing Rachel
Bauchman’s federal complaint
against choir teacher Richard Torg-
erson and other officials at West
High School in Salt Lake City.

During the 1994-95 school year,
Bauchman, then a sophomore, au-

lower court order that kept
' ff the books while a s
es its constntutxonah
[ lena, Mont

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Amer-
ican religious leaders split along
generally predictable lines in as-
sessing President Clinton’s perfor-
mance during his recent trip to Chi-
na and the human rights comments
he made there.

Comments by conservative reli-
gious broadcaster Pat Robertson
provided the only surprise about the
president’s nine-day visit.

American religious opinion on
U.S. policy toward China is split.

Moderate and liberal groups tend
to support Clinton’s belief that full

ditioned and was admitted to Torg-
erson’s choir class. At the end of the
school year she filed a lawsuit
charging that her First Amendment
rights were violated by Torgerson’s
selection of Christian music for the
choir to perform and the scheduling
of performances at religious set-
tings such as churches.

Bauchman also alleged that after
she and her parents expressed op-
position, the choir director criti-
cized her in front of classmates and
called attention before the class to
the fact that she is a Jew.

U.S. engagement tempered by dip-
lomatically acceptable criticism of
the often harsh limitations Beijing
imposes on religious and political
freedoms is the best way to encour-
age greater democracy in China.

More conservative groups tend
to be highly critical of White House
China policy, saying trade issues
have been elevated above basic hu-
man rights and that Christians are
among those most persecuted by
Beijing.

Despite his frequent verbal at-
tacks on Clinton, Robertson agreed

Court: Christian songs OK for school choir

After a federal district court dis-
missed her claim, Bauchman ap-
pealed to the 10th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals, where a three-judge
panel voted 2-1 to uphold the dis-
missal. The full court declined to
review the panel’s ruling.

The appeals court said the choir
activities did not have a primary ef-
fect of endorsing religion. A reason-
able observer, the court said, would
not see the inclusion of religious
songs, along with a variety of secu-
lar songs, as advancement of reli-
gion.

Religious reaction split on Clinton’s China VISIt,

with religious moderates on the
president’s China trip in a Wall
Street Journal column.

Criticizing an isolationist strate-
gy toward China, Robertson said it
was “not moral, neither is it realis-
tic. China is simply too big, too im-
portant and too powerful to wish
away.

“Leaving a billion people in spir-
itual darkness punishes not the Chi-
nese government but the Chinese
people,” he added. “The only way
to pursue morality is to engage Chi-
na fully and openly as a friend.”

Announcing a new D.Min.
in Evangelism and Church Growth
that fits your ministry schedule!

The Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism and Church Growth at The
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
now offers a Doctor of Ministry in Evan-
gelism and Church Growth that is...

Focused: Four foundational seminars re-
late specifically to evangelism and
church growth.

Praciical: Seminars and study focus on
“reaHife” church and leadership issues.

Convenient: Each.seminar meets for
one week. Only four-and-one-half weeks
of on-campus time are expected over the
three-year degree program.

Balanced: The disciplines of evangelism and church growth
are each examined biblically, theologically, historically and
methodologically throughout the program.
Ministry-oriented: An “Applied
Ministry Experience” component
gives students the opportunity
to apply course material in a
ministry setting.
Relevant: Faculty members,
including Dean Thom Rainer,
* Timothy Beougher, and other
church-growth leaders have
served as leaders in growing
churches and are knowledgeable
about the practical elements of
ministry.

Dr. Thom Rainer, Dean
Billy Graham School

Dr. Timothy Beougher, Associate
Dean, Billy Graham School

Affordable: The cost is reasonable, and a convenient
monthly payment plan is also available.

Join us in this new, challenging program. Applicants are
now being accepted for the January 1999 class.

| l The Southern Bélptist Theological Seminary

l 2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, Kentucky 40280
cail 1 800 626—5525, ext. 4058 for more information.

1998
“Redeem the Time”

KENTUCKY WEEK

Ridgecrest® Conference Center
October 12-16, 1998

Featuring:
Pastor - Dr. Bill Patterson, Pastor,
First Baptist Church, Henderson, KY

Music - Gene Wright, Minister of Music Memorial
Baptist Church, Frankfort, KY

Choirs and other leaders from Kentucky
'~ COME WITH YOUR SENIORS
EXPERIENCE KENTUCKY WEEK
: CHAUTAUQUA
October 12-16,1998

For more information on this week or other locations
call: Larry Mizell, 615-251-2824 / E-mail
Imizell@bssb.com
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Dress controversy
goes to court

NASHVILLE (RNS)—
A Pentecostal woman
who says wearing
pants contradicts her
faith is suing to regain
her machine operator
job after being fired for
wearing a dress to
work.

Charlene McCormick
said she believes she
was fired in vioiation of
the federal Civil Rights
Act of 1964..She is
seeking back pay and
unspecified damages.

“We believe you
have to dress holy and
look holy and walk daily -
with God,” said
McCormick, a member
of a Pentecostal
Holiness denomination.
“We believe (wearing
pants is) a sin, and the
Bible says it's an
abomination.”

The lawsuit, filed
recently in federal court
in Nashville, states
McCormick was
working for TAD
Staffing Services
employment agency in
April 1996 when she’
was told to begin
working as a machine
operator at the Robert
Bosch Corp. plant in
Hendersonville, Tenn.

After working in that
capacity for a few days,
her supervisor sent her
home, saying her dress
posed a safety hazard
because it might get
caught in the - :
machinery, Associated
Press reported.

McCormick was
assigned to another job
in a different
department of the
plant. But the personnel
director saw her
wearing a dress and
told the temporary
agency to fire her, the
lawsuit charges.

A spokeswoman for
Robert Bosch Corp.,
which is based in
Broadview, lll., said the

company does not

comment on pending
lawsuits.
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@ France is seeking
to collect about $50
million in back taxes

from its Jehovah’s

Witnesses after lifting
the movement’s tax-

free status. French tax
agents—in declaring
Jehovah’s Witnesses a
“sect” rather than a

“worship |

association”—want to
collect taxes amounting
o 60 percent of the
individual donations
made during the past
four years by the

- group’s 200,000
members in France.

H For the first time
this century, Great
Britain’s Jewish
population has
dropped below
300,000. A new
demographic study
shows there are
285,000 Jews in

_ Britain, down from
308,000 a decade ago.
The study by the Board
of Deputies of British
Jews blamed
assimilation,
intermarriage and low
birth rates for the
decline. About 44
percent of British Jews
currently marry non-
Jews. If the present
trend continues, the
study also said,
Britain’s Jewish
population will dip
below 200,000 within
the next 25 years.

B A national
referendum to ease
access fo abortion in
overwhelmingly Roman
Catholic Portugal failed
to draw the required
number of voters to
legally settle the issue.
With just 32 percent of
Portuguese voting last
month, 51 percent
voted against the
measure. Under

- Portuguese law, women
can be imprisoned for
up to three years for
having an illegal
abortion.
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Update: At least 18 Christiané
reported held in Saudi Arabia

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (RNS)—
Nine more Filipino and Dutch Chris-
tians reportedly have been detained
in Saudi Arabia, raising the number
of foreign Christians believed held
there to at least 18.

The Christians—all of whom
were working in Saudi Arabia—re-
portedly were involved in illegally

distributing Bibles and other Chris- .

tian literature in the staunchly con-
servative Muslim kingdom.

Saudi Arabia allows no Christian
missionary efforts, or even public
expressions of Christianity, includ-
ing worship services or the wearing
of a cross.

In June, 11 Christians—10 Fili-
pinos and one Dutch national—
were detained, although two Filipi-

nos were released later. One Filipi-
no woman detained was pregnant
and reportedly gave birth to a girl
while in custody. It was unknown
whether she and her child were still
being held.

Dutch and Filipino embassy of-
ficials in Riyadh, the Saudi capital,
July 8 reported the latest roundup
of Christians. Eight Filipinos and
one Dutchman were seized in the
second wave of detentions.

Saudi officials have declined to
comment. :

Freedom House, a Washington-
based religious rights group, has
urged President Clinton to protest
what it termed “this outrageous per-
secution of Christians for religious
reasons.”

Escorted by

Take a Soul Journey

To the Holy Land
February 15-24, 1999

Leslie Hollon, Jim Holladay
and Claude Royston

For brochure/details, contact Dr. Leslie Hollon, St.
Matthews Baptist Church, 3515 Grandview Avenue,
Louisville, KY 40207. Phone: (502) 896-8882

Dr. Leslie Hollon

As I have written many times
in the past, I am continually aware,
week after week, that God’s hand
is upon us as we seek to lead
Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore
into a new century.

~  Another example has just tak-
en place. Jack Ellerbrook has
come from Milan, Ill., to serve as
“our new director at Cedarmore.

Ellerbrook and his
wife, Shirley, began
their ministry early in
June, just in time for
camp to begin. He
brings a strong back-
ground in business and
longtime lay ministry in
and through the local
church.

Kentucky Baptists
are blessed to have a
team of the Ellerbrooks’
caliber to lead Cedar-

A new face and a new place

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison

Recently at Jonathan Creek we
saw a significant miracle take
place as a group of volunteers
worked around the clock to com-
plete the new Lone Oak First Bap-
tist Church Retreat Center.

What an effort it took to get the
beautiful new facility ready on
Monday, June 29. We had guests
coming that afternoon, and there
was a buzz of activity as
last-minute details and
punch-list items were
completed. I never have
been more proud of a
group of workers who
gave so much of them-
selves in the heat as we
fought the clock and
deadline.

I won’t begin to men-
tion names because
someone would be left
out, but words can’t ex-

more in the years ahead.
They come with a deep and pro-
found sense of call and both are
looking forward to many years of
service as we seek to bring renew-
al to Cedarmore.

When you visit our facilities,
you’ll get a chance to meet them
and welcome them to Kentucky. I
know you will fall in love with
both Jack and Shirley. The Eller-
brooks bring a warmth, friendli-
ness and a love of God and peo-
ple that is a necessity in confer-
ence and camp ministry.

You’re going to love it!

press my gratitude for
this group going the extra mile as
volunteers. We’ll have more de-
tails about this lodge in the days
ahead. In the meantime, if you’re
in the area of Jonathan Creek,
come by and see it. What a place
it will prove to be in the years
ahead, with a view of the lake.

God continues to bless us.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911.

20’ to 37’ Buses by Cham ion

Motor Coach Inc.

CHURCH BUSES

(Ask about our rental bus program)
* 12 to 43 adult capacity
» Used buses for sale-We buy used buses
* Guaranteed buy-back program

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

328 Southgate Court
Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287 ,

S
N
g

5
www.carpenterbus.com

Crusader: 15-passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with rear storage compartment)
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Baptists help families sort through W|Idf|re ashes

By Ashlee Ross
Associated Baptist Press

ORMOND BEACH, Fla. (ABP)—
The kitchen at Rima Ridge Baptist
Church is no bigger than the aver-
age home kitchen, but that didn’t
stop members from feeding 160 fire-
fighters a day during the recent rash
of wildfires.

Church members cooked and
served every day for two and a half
weeks, during the worst of the fires.

Three times the church itself had
to be evacuated as the wildfires
crept closer. But each time, when
allowed to return, church members
resumed the feeding operation for
firefighters, police and rescue work-
ers.

Dennis Belz, director of missions
for Halifax Baptist Association, said
the church’s work was amazing.
“The church members have really
kept it going,” he said. The church
has fewer than 100 members.

Aside from workers, a mandato-
ry evacuation forced all of Flagler
County’s 40,000 residents out of
their homes for three days. They re-
turned July- 6 not sure what they
would find.

Some were fortunate, but 46 fam-
ilies found their homes completely
destroyed. Another 179 residences
were damaged. A total of 49,000
acres of land were charred in Fla-
gler, the hardest-hit county.

The Salvation Army supplied the
church with the food. By July 9, with
most of the nearby fires contained,

the firefighters moved out of Flagler
County, and Rima Ridge Baptist
Church closed down its meal ser-
vice.

The church was among many
Baptists offering relief after the
fires.

The Florida Baptist Convention
designated $30,000 for those who
had lost homes. Joe Courson,
church annuity director for the Flor-
ida Baptist Convention, and Dennis
Belz, missions director for Halifax
Association, which covers most of
Flagler County, drove around Palm
Coast’s hardest-hit areas looking for
people who needed money.

“What we want to do is, in the
spirit of Christ, go and help those
who are in need,” Courson said.
“Sometimes, you just need some
real cash in your hands. A few dol-
lars can make all the difference in
the world.”

Courson and Belz gave away
money—up to. $300—to anyone
whose house had been destroyed,
not just to Baptists or churchgoers.

Most were grateful for the mon-
ey, but some refused to take any and
even blamed God for their situation.

“I think that’s the first reaction
people have,” Courson said. “You
would have a hard time convincing
me that God caused this. I believe
out of all of this, God is going to
work good.”

Counselors available at Palm

“‘Coast’s First Baptist Church are

preparing for the same tough ques-
tions: “Why did God let this hap-

pen?”

- “God has allowed things to hap-
pen,” said David Thomas, music and
youth minister at the church. “He
didn’t start the fires. He didn’t set
the fires. But it should be used as a
wake-up call for our state and our
nation.”

‘The Palm Coast church has set up
a distribution center and a feeding
line for firefighters and residents.
Members from different churches in
Halifax Association are volunteer-
ing their time to work in the center.

“Whatever we have, we’ll give it -,

to them,” said Joe -Church, a con-
tract worker for the Florida Baptist
Convention and a leader of disas-

ter-relief training.

Thomas said Christians must
meet people’s physical needs before
dealing with their spiritual needs. “I
think the most important thing as
Christians is to demonstrate the love
of Christ,” he said. “Christ dealt
with people’s physical needs many
times in his life.”

The convention’s disaster-relief
team is well-seasoned, having min-
istered in the aftermath of Hurricane
Andrew in August 1992.

“Even with this situation, it’s not
over,’

ter to relieve a disaster—about 10
inches of ram

By Robert Dunston

Something exciting is always
happening at Cumberland Col-
lege. Summer is as busy a time as
the fall and spring semesters.

Our graduate program in edu-
cation is offering May, June and
July terms to help elementary and
secondary teachers meet stu-
dents’ needs = through
new educational tech-.
niques and greater un-
derstanding of the edu-

Summer at Cumberland

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

Something new this summer is
an Elderhostel service program. A
group of older adults from around
the nation will be on campus for a
week working with our Mountain
Outreach program to build hous-
es and learn about the Appala-
chian area.

Many of our summer activities
specifically focus on Christian
growth and ministry.
Mountain Outreach is
bringing in groups from
11 churches this sum-

cational process. We
also offered a June term
for -undergraduates
seeking to get ahead in
academic work.
Summer also is a
time for us to have a va-
riety of groups on cam-

mer to build three
homes for three fami-
lies who do not have
adequate housing. Ap-
palachian Ministries is
bringing in four church
groups to help conduct
vacation Bible schools

pus. We began the sum-
mer with Girls State. For the past
several years Girls State has used
Cumberland’s outstanding facili-
ties to provide an experience in
government and good citizenship
for hundreds of girls.

Our athletics programs also
stay busy during the summer pro-
viding special camps for young
people to sharpen sports skills.
Our coaches and students in bas-
ketball, football, soccer and wres-
tling are giving of themselves this
summer so that youth can enjoy
good fun and health through ath-
letics.

in our area.

Binghamtown Baptist Church
held its Main Event Youth Camp:
Champions for Christ program at
Cumberland during the last week
of June. As in previous years,
young people came to know
Christ as Savior and all who at-
tended experienced a deepening
of faith and commitment. Our an-
nual pastors/staff/family confer-
ence in July will round out a sum-
mer of ministry in Christ’s name.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil-
liamsburg, Ky. 40769

Come kick the tires

In some ways, Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children is an in-
vestment. Since 1869 people in-
terested in the well-being of chil-
dren in need have “deposited”
money, land, clothes, food, time
and talent with KBHC in the
hopes that something good would
grow from those gifts.

It has. The continued support
of Kentucky Baptists
tells me that you think
so, too. Still, I wonder
sometimes how many
people are aware of the
scope of their invest-
ment.

Do you realize that
3,300 children and fam-
ilies were touched by
KBHC last year? Do
churches who faithful-
ly promote the Thanks-
giving Offering year af-
ter year know there are

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick  fun, too.

up close what your investment in
Baptist child care is all about. You
can see the cottages where the
kids live. You can talk to the
young people, listen to their sto-
ries and hear the difference your
gifts and prayers are making.
This is also a great time to get
your questions answered about
our KBHC programs. What is fos-
ter care all about? Tell
me about Special Needs
Adoption. Is there a
Cornerstone Counsel-
ing office near me?
What does it mean to be
a Visiting Resource to a
child on a residential
campus? How long does
a child stay on a cam-
pus? Where does he go
to school? Where does
she go to church?
Child Care Day is
There are

eight residential facili-
ties from Morehead to Mayfield
that take care of young people in
crisis? Have the Acteens, RAs,
senior adults, WMUs and Broth-
erhoods across the common-
wealth ever met a child touched
by their support of KBHC?

If you answered “no” to any
question, why not take a trip July
18 to Child Care Day at Glen Dale
Children’s Home? Here, on this
campus that has sheltered so
many hurting hearts, you can see

games, animals to pet
and lunch with the kids. Call (800)
456-1386 to let us know how
many people are in your group
and to get directions to Glen Dale.
The event begins at 10 a.m. EST
and usually winds down at 2:30
p.m. '

Bill Smithwick president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Rd., Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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* Belz said:, “This is lingering -
for weeks. What we need is a disas-"

FLORIDA WILDFIRES
Bobby Peterson, 5, of

-Pierson, Fla., wears a

protective mask to filter
the smoke from wildfires
as he clings to his mother
near their home July 4.
More than 1,900 fires
have hit the state since
May 25, feeding off thick
scrub produced by El Nino
rains over the winter and

-turned into fuel by a

months-long drought.

“Florida -Baptists ministered

'to' families though food,
counseling and financial
help. (Reuters photo)
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}Al”'bama: polmclans take ‘stage”m

. WASHINGTON (RNS). ,
 already at the center of some of the most bxﬁerly
_ contested church-state i
- views to the

-.; ;_=,=church -state separation.

‘Rep. Robert Aderholt, R Ala sa|dv his Ten

~ Commandments bill would block the federal courts from
_ having any say on matters of rehgnous expressmn m

. public places.

 over-reaching that ..

His proposal drew an immediate response from Gary
Bauer, president of the Family Research Council, who
- accused the federal judiciary of doing “great damage to
 the cause of religious freedom.” Bauer said Aderholt's bnll
i “a measured yet firm response to a pattern of judicial
. is at variance with our history.”
But Barry Lynn X cutwe dlrector of Americans Umted

Continued from page 1

others as well.

be there.”

the moral law affects the legal law.”

sional District in the House.

entering law school.

gressional District in the House.

be,” she explained.

Similar views were articulated by

“What I believe affects how I vote,”
said Jim Bunning, a Republican who
currently represents the state’s 4th
Congressional District in' the House
but is running for the Senate. “Those
are my core principles. They’ve got to

“I’m one who can’t separate my
Christian beliefs” from work as a con-
gressman, said Bunning, a Catholic. “T
don’t want to separate them. I believe

“It definitely not only is possible
but is essential to be a person of faith,
because of the pressures of this job and
the way you’re pulled in so many di-
rections by so many different groups,”
said Ed Whitfield, a Republican who
represents Kentucky’s 1st Congres-

“If you do not have a foundation
based on some principle, particularly
Christian principles, you do have great
difficulty in political life,” explained
Whitfield, a Methodist who attended
Wesley Theological Seminary before

Yet even having a moral founda-
tion doesn’t mean lawmakers always
agree, noted Ann Northup, a Republi-
can who represents the state’s 3rd Con-

“If you put all the most moral peo-
ple into a room, they wouldn’t always
agree on what public policy should

In reality, public service and the
church have a lot in common, said

Northup. “Being in public service,
there’s something religious about that.
Service is what it’s about.”

Rogers agreed. “The only reason to
be in it is to improve the lives of peo-
ple.”

And being a person of faith is the
best basis to represent the people of
Kentucky, added Bunning. A prima-
ry question he asks about every piece
of legislation is, “Does this serve the
majority of my constituents?”

“When I look at the people of faith
in Kentucky, I don’t think that would
be a conflict” to examine issues from
a faith perspective, he said.

The perception that all politicians
have their hands out to the highest
bidder may be true of a few but is not
true of the majority, Northup said.

The pressure to raise funds is in-
tense, she admitted, noting that she

_ had to raise $1 million in 1997. But

that money doesn’t come with strings
attached, and if it does, an elected of-
ficial’s faith should provide the moral
background to refuse such contribu-

-tions, she added.

“Out of all the people who have
given me $1,000 or more, only one
person has called me and reminded me
of that and asked me to vote a certain
way,” Northup recalled. “I said, ‘Can1
send your money back?’”

All the Kentucky legislators inter-
viewed for this article said that while
faith informs their day-to-day work, the
tough issues related to faith and legis-
lation usually crop up only on certain
high-profile issues.

As perennial examples they cited

Ke'ntucky politicians say they have faith

abortion and school prayer. Most said
they have well-settled opinions on
both subjects, opinions that have be-
come well-known in campaigning.

In addition to abortion and
school prayer, Bunning also cited
the issue of the United States grant-
ing Most Favored Nation trading
status to China, which he views as
an issue with moral ramifications.

“I am against that because I believe
the communist Chinese government
treats their people inhumanely and
they do not have true freedom, free-
dom to practice their religion,” he ex-
plained.

Bunning said the business commu-
nity which normally supports him
complains about his stance on this is-
sue, but his “gut” feelings just won’t
let him support endorsement of China.

Rogers and Ford both cited the
landmark welfare reform legislation
passed a few years ago.

Although Rogers ultimately voted
for the legislation, “that was a tough
vote for me with my district being one
of the poorest in the nation,” he said.

“Sometimes what is in the best in-
terest of the nation may not be in the
best interest of your district,” Rogers
said. “There are no easy votes in Con-

gress.”

Editor’s note: Interviews for this story
were conducted throughout the fall of
1997, before the talk of the nation fo-
cused on allegations of moral impropri-
ety by the president. In fairness to those
interviewed, and to prevent confusion
with the extensive debate occurring on
that subject, the story was held.

_buildings-in honor of those who have

Several hundred people normally visit our
school each year. As we take these guests on a
tour of our campus, we usually know what they
are most interested in. We can expect certain
questions because many others have asked the
same things before. A question that is some-
times asked is “How do you come up with the
names for your buildings?” I normally smile,
because I know they expect me to say that we
name our buildings in honor of those who have
made large financial contributions to
our ‘school.

Most people are surprised when I
tell them that we normally name our

given of their lives in the service of
this ministry. I am not saying none of
our buildings are named for those
who may have made large financial
contributions. But I will say that most
of the time they have made not only a
financial investment in this ministry,
but an investment of their lives in one
way or another. We have named
buildings in honor of volunteers, fac-

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

project with the help of a lot of volunteer labor.
We were finally able to move into our new print
shop last week. We are busy now converting
the old space into two new computer labs.

Let me get back to naming the building. It
was with great pleasure that I asked the trust-
ees to name the new print shop building “John
and Erma Smith Hall” in honor of two of our
most outstanding staff. The Smiths came to
Oneida 24 years ago to work as house parents
in our dorm. Smith was also our draft-
ing teacher. He has always been in
the classroom, and was dean of boys
with Mrs. Smith. Eventually Smith
was able to devote all of his time to
the classroom and Mrs. Smith became
dean of students.

Space does not permit me to de-
scribe their work and the dedication
these two have had for the Oneida:
ministry. Over the years they have
taken literally hundreds of boys, girls,
faculty and staff to the doctor’s of-
fice or the hospital. Many of those
trips were made in the middle of the

ulty and staff, and other friends who
have given years of their lives so we could min-
ister to countless youth.

We are always seeking to improve and add
additional classrooms for our students. For the
past 15 years our print shop was using two
rooms which used to be classrooms. The print
shop has needed more room for quite some
time, but there was no other space available.
We decided to build a new print shop in a loca-
tion that would not serve us well for other uses,
and thereby get back the two classrooms the
print shop had been using.

It has taken us nearly a year to complete the

night. Even if they had missed four
or five hours of sleep to perform these duties,
they always had to be back on their regular jobs
bright and early the next morning. I can hon-
estly say that no two people have given more
of their time and talents to this ministry during
the past 50 or so years, and frankly I am not
aware of any couple ever giving more in the
history of the school.

God has truly been gracious to us by pro-
viding this dedicated couple for our ministry.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www
.oneidaschool.org

A charitable gift annuity estab-
lished by Murray resident Mabel
Rogers will fund renovation of
Clear Creek’s chapel. This gift
honors the life and marriage of
Hillard and Mabel Rogers. These
Calloway County natives married
September 5, 1931. Hillard died
in 1978. The gift also expresses
appreciation for the ministry of
Murray First Baptist.
The Rogers joined the
church in 1935. She
vividly remembers her
conversion ‘“on the
mourner’s bench.” H.C.
Chiles, who taught at
Clear Creek after his re-
tirement, baptized her.
She did a mission trip to
the Northern Cheyenne
Indians in Montana. We
also enjoyed a trip to Is-
racl. She sang in the
sanctuary choir until re-

Campus chapel renovation started

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

would not meet their needs. I'm
glad to have a part in encourag-
ing these adults to get a college
education,” she said.

For years chapel services have
been in the building erected in
1957 for the furniture factory.
When the factory relocated to
London the pew assembly room
received student made pews, mu-
sical instruments and a
pulpit area. Everything
else remained the same
including the green fac-
tory windows. The ren-
ovation adds faceted
glass windows depict-
ing the life of Christ and
biblical teachings. The
new interior includes a
raised panel wood ceil-
ing with new lighting
and a redesigned pulpit
area. A 15-foot exten-
sion provides seating

cently and now enjoys
the senior adult choir.
During my years as pastor in
Murray, I went each December to
Clear Creek for the turkey project.
In 1979, Mrs. Rogers was in the
group that accompanied me. She
still remembers the campus facil-
ities needed improvement. “Be-
cause of the Depression I only re-
ceived one year of high school.
I’ve been impressed with Clear
Creek and the work it does with
adults. A traditional college

for 50 people. Students
provide most of the labor with
some assistance from volunteers.
Work continues into the fall se-
mester, necessitating a temporary
meeting place for chapel.

This charitable gift annuity
provides life income for Mable
Rogers and meets a significant
need for Clear Creek. To God be
the glory!

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977
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FAMILY

Parents & children express unique desires for fa'mily

OXNARD, Calif. (ABP)—Parents and their children hold unique

desires for their families, researcher George Barna reported.

Barna Research Group, which Barna heads, surveyed family mem-
bers nationwide to determine how churches can minister most effec-

tively.

What parents said they want |

| Does your
church want to

reach
families?

Real Life
is the
magazine
designed to
help Kentucky
churches reach
families.

Summer ideas 15

What children said they want

Help families minister to
themselves, Barna suggests

Continued from page 1
family ministry on the Bible, not on
cultural fears,” Barna stressed.

B Achieve impact by pursuing
goals and plans for families. About
goals, Barna said, “If you don’t speci-
fy it, you won’t reach it, ... and fewer
than 5 percent specify goals.”

B Develop a family ministry that
includes all family members. “Every
member of the family must be equally
esteemed,” he urged.

“People learn in different ways,” he
said, so they need different avenues to
learn how to make their families stron-
ger.

Mentors or coaches—experienced,
wise individuals who are knowledge-
able and trained to help families—can
make a significant impact on church
families, he advised.

M The senior church leader (usu-
ally the pastor) must be an outspoken

champion of families.

But many churches |
fall short of that ide- ‘
al because they focus
their “family” ministry
strictly on adults.

B Every ministry
effort must reflect the
uniqueness of that
congregation and its
families. A “cookie-
cutter” - approach to
family ministry won’t
work, Barna said.

A church cannot
import another con-
gregation’s programs
and expect them to meet the needs of
its families. Each church setting and
each church’s collection of families
and family needs is specific and needs
specific attention.

B Effective family ministry re-
quires multiple approaches to family
development. “You can’t do it from the
pulpit,” Barna warned.

| “This sets the tone for
‘ the ministry of the
| church,” he said. “If the
i pastor is silent or mini-
|  mally supportive, fam-
| 1ilies will suffer.”

| B The church must
pray with, for and
about families—con-
stantly. When the fu-
ture of families is at
stake, prayer matters
most, Barna declared.
“Prayer is the single co-
ordinate related to the
effectiveness of family
mlmstrles That’s true for marriage
t00.”

W All legitimate families—regard-
less of configuration—should receive
the church’s support. This includes a
range of situations, from couples with
children still at home, to single-parent
and blended households, to widowed

adults living alone, he said.

for parenting, Seek efficiency and positive outcomes, and like
> “polished, professional” leaders. Churches should failor their

Five cautions on family ministr

_v"'iabeied “basic parentmg skiiis .

& Bnomers and husters Iearmng styles dlﬂer . “Busters
_ prefer an interactive approach, don’t like absolutes, are '

process driven and are highly relational; they like leaders
who will admit mistakes,” he said. Boomers, on the other
hand, prefer recommendations regarding the best practices

approaches to meet the specific needs of these families.

M “Women are the key to successful family ministry, but

men want to he inciuded.”

I Although parents want tamily support, they are wary of
- accountability. “They don't like evaluation and pressure.

They fear being found out as failures,” he said.
Instead, churches should offer “soft accountability”
through private, helping relationships he said.

n Families “wul accept help from anyplace that seems
_ legitimate,” so the church cumpetes for their loyalty.
;i.“Time is of the essence,” he said, urging churches to get

mxstnes available as soon as possible, before famiiies opt '
» r‘other resources “The more youprowde vaiuad:hei




OPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Pray for these specific
needs related to
Kentucky Baptist

partnerships with
Russia and New
England:

B God's leadership in
selecting field
coordinators for the
Kentucky mission
‘partnerships with
Tanzania and Poland,
which will begin in
1999.

B The Kentucky
construction and
evangelism team in
Orekhovo-Zuevo,
Russia, July 8-21.

B Three churches in
Maine Baptist
Association that
currently are looking
for pastors.

M Faith Baptist Church
in Warwick, R.1., as the
" church looks for a
pastor.

M The ministry of John
and Joanne Tracy at
Barre Baptist

- Fellowship in Vermont.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Ann Tatum

B BEAVER DAM—GIlenn Arm-
strong, pastor at Beaver Dam
Church, recently was recognized
for completion of 31 years of min-
istry. B

B FORDSVILLE—Jeff Stewart of
Providence graduated from Mid-
Continent College in Mayfield.

B GRAND RIVERS—Sugar Creek
Church called Gordon Holland as
pastor.

B HARTFORD—Bill Holladay re-
signed as pastor at Adaburg Church.
B HENDERSON—Former Ken-
tucky Gov. Brereton Jones was the
speaker at Community Church for
the June 28 morning service. John
Dunaway is pastor.

B HORSE BRANCH—Claud
Smith, pastor of New Zion Church,
recently celebrated 36 years in the
ministry.

B HORSE CAVE—Horse Cave
Church called Robin Waggoner as
minister of music/education. Wag-
goner previously was at First Church
in Belle Glade, Fla. Horse Cave
Church also will celebrate its 130th
anniversary Aug. 9. Former pastors
Leon Larimore and Joe Vetter will
speak in the 11 a.m. service. The
Blackwood Brothers quartet will be
in the 2 p.m. service. Kevin Denton
is pastor.

SEEKING: Full-time church
secretary. Send resumé: Personnel
Committee, Woodland Baptist
Church, 809 N. Pope Lick Road,
Louisville, KY 40243, or call (502)
245-6398.

FOR RENT: Very nice 2-bed-
room apartment in Crescent Hill.
Air-conditioned, built-in bookcas-
es. Mention “seminary.” Asking
$550 per month, utilities not includ-
ed. (502) 558-2929.

- SEEKING: Minister of music,
Bullittsburg Baptist Church, Burl-
ington, KY. Send resumé to: Search
Committee, . 2616 Bullittsburg
Church Road, Burlington, KY
41005, or call (800) 537-0786.

SEEKING: Bivocational minis-
ter of music and youth. Please send
resumé to: Search Committee, Au-
burn Baptist Church, 500 Ensley
Ave., Auburn, IN 46706.

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist
Church is seeking someone to lead
the youth ministry in a full-time po-
sition. Please send resumé to: Youth
Search Committee, P.O. Box 1524,
Glasgow, KY 42142.

SEEKING: Youth and children’s
ministers for small, ready to grow ru-
ral church. Husband and wife pre-
ferred; others considered. Send re-
sumés to: Youth/children Search
Committee, Glens Creek Baptist
Church, 4678 Steele Road, Versailles,
KY 40383. (606) 873-4097.

SEEKING: Beechmont Baptist
Church is accepting resumés for the
position of children’s minister. This
person will be responsible for- all
children’s worship and activities.
This is a part-time position, 15-20
hours per week with good pay. Mail
resumé to the church at 4574 South
Third St., Louisville, KY 40214.
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B LOUISVILLE—Shively Heights
Church had Steve Davis and the
Crossgate Baptist Church drama
group from Mississippi in their service
July 12. Allen Bonnell also discussed
his mission trip to Guatemala.

Third Avenue Church has two
summer missionaries, Summer Le-
Bouef from Nichols State University
in Louisiana and Andrea Guidry from
the University of Southwest Louisi-
ana, to assist with their vacation Bible
school July 26-30.

B MIDDLETOWN—Woodland
Church has called James Taylor as
minister of music and worship.

B MARION—RBIll Chase resigned
as minister of music and youth at
Marion Church. He will be going to
High Point Church in Mayfield as
associate pastor and minister of
music.

B PADUCAH—Charles Powell re-
signed after 13 years as pastor of
Park Avenue Church. He is available
for pulpit supply and interim. He
may be reached at (502) 442-0048.

Paul Blizard resigned after five
years as pastor of Reidland Church.
He has accepted the pastorate of
Memorial Baptist Church in Berk-
ley, W.Va. Also, Reidland Church
ordained Joe Ballard to the deacon
ministry June 20.

SEEKING: Fern Creek Baptist
Child Development Center is cur-
rently looking for preschool teach-
ers for the 1998-99 school year.
Hours are MWF, 8:30 a.m.-12:30
p-m. We also are seeking a director
for an after-school program; hours
are M-F, 3-6:30 p.m. We offer com-
petitive wages, a friendly environ-
ment and other benefits. Please con-
tact Debbie Gorbandt or Linda Bar-
nes, (502) 239-0316.

SEEKING: Part-time secretary
in Executive Office of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Computer and
word processing skills required. At-
tractive salary. Contact administra-
tive services, KBC, (502) 244-6468.

WANTED: Couple for light
maintenance and lawn care for 40-
unit Louisville condo complex.
Apartment and utilities furnished;
retirees welcome. (502) 456-4701.

NEEDED: Organist for Wednes-
day choir practice and Sunday ser-
vice/s. Contact Chevy Chase Bap-
tist, P.O. Box 22113, Lexington, KY
40522-2113, or call the church of-
fice -at (606) 266-2601.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music with knowledge of contem-
porary worship methods and expe-
rience in leading Sunday and
Wednesday night music. Please
send resumé to: Personnel Commit-
tee, Davis Memorial Baptist Church,
9550 Bluegrass Parkway, Louisville,
KY 40299.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
children with gifts and abilities to
love and care for our children of
Davis Memorial Baptist Church.
Please send resumé to: Personnel
Committee, Davis Memorial Baptist
Church, 9550 Bluegrass Parkway,
Louisville, KY 40299.

OCEAN BAPTlSM Retired Kentucky pastof‘Ebgéhe Enlow babiizes Nancy Masuda in

the ‘Pacific Ocean off Waianae, Hawaii, June 21. Enlow is one of several Kentuckians
who recently have served as interim pastor of Mount Kaala Baptist Church and Makaha
Valley Chapel in Hawaii. The Hawaiian congregation was constituted as a church last
year after years as a mission. Other Kentuckians who have helped the church in recent
months include Eldred Taylor and Russell Bennett.

‘Death of God’ theolegian van Buren dies

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. (RNS)—
Paul van Buren, a leading propo-
nent of the controversial “death of
God” school of theology of the
1960s, died June 18 of cancer. He
was 74.

Van Buren, a retired religion pro-
fessor, was one of three principal
Christian theologians identified

with the “death of God” movement,

although he rejected the term.
Trained in the philosophical

method of linguistic analysis, van

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and/or youth. Resumés only:
Personnel Committee, First Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 64, Vandalia, MO
63382.

FREE: Christian company will
create and host a free web page for
your church. PlanetCraft (502) 243-
0302. rod@planetcraft.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and activities. Growing coun-
ty seat church with excellent recre-
ational facilities. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, Columbia Bap-
tist Church, 201 Greensburg St., Co-
lumbia, KY 42728.

SEEKING: Minister of Music.
The First Baptist Church of Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., is presently searching
for a minister of music. This histor-
ical congregation has a strong mu-
sic ministry. This position will be
one of six full-time pastoral minis-
ters. FBC is a regional congregation
averaging 600 to 650 on Sundays
with a resident membership of
1,400. Inclusive in its theology and
creative in its approach to ministry,
FBC is seeking a high-energy per-
son who reflects this perspective.
Applicants should be comfortable
with liturgical and contemporary
services. Resumes should be mailed
to: Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, 401 Gateway Ave., Chatta-
nooga, TN 37402.

SEEKING: Part-time or interim
minister of music. If interested, con-
tact: Parkway Baptist Church, 1915
N. Broadway, Lexington, KY
40505. Phone: (606) 299-8445.

RETREAT: Glorieta Confer-
ence Center. Stay with family spring,
summer, fall or winter. Call (800)
797-4222 to make reservations or
for information.

Buren said it was problematic to
speak meaningfully about a God for
whom no sensory verification is
possible.

With transcendent “God talk”
ruled out, van Buren built a faith on
ethical behavior based on the his-
torical Jesus.

Theologians critical of van Bu-
ren’s methodology and thinking
countered that if faith is stripped of
its mysticism, ‘there is little left of
religion.

FOR SALE: 1994 Toyota Cam-
ry XLE (owner received company
vehicle). V-6; power sunroof, win-
dows, locks, mirrors; cruise control;
100,000-mile extended warranty
transferable to new owner. Mint
condition, 68,700 miles, $14,000.
Call evenings: (502) 895-9594.

NEEDED: Vineyard laborers.
Come plant seeds of “love, joy,
peace ... and self-control,” and
watch them grow in children’s lives.
Make a difference with your life.
Come join our caring professional
team. Florida Baptist Children’s
Home, Tallahassee, needs a Chris-
tian couple without children. Excel-
lent pay and benefits (base salary
for each house parent: $14,635).
Call Doug McWhirter at (850) 878-
1458 for information. Pray for us.

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla.,
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available
for vacation rental. Large pool, ten-
nis courts, screened porch, lovely
secluded beach, bikes, canoe, kay-
ak. Weekly rates—May through
mid-December: $615. Call Pat
Owen, (502) 895-8752 (home), or
897-5079 (office).

SEEKING: Associate pastor/
minister of youth and education for
a growing church located 7 miles
from Rough River State Park. The
church has contemporary worship
services including praise bands.
This is a full-time position with pri-
mary responsibility for an existing
high school youth group. Applicants
should be energetic, creative and re-
sponsible. If interested in becoming
a part of this multi-staff ministry,
please send resumé to: Associate
Pastor Search Committee, Corinth
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 9, Mc-
Quady, KY 40153.



Tighter visa rules put squeeze on Israel volunteers |

By Elaine Ruth Fletcher
Religion News Service

JERUSALEM  (RNS)—They
were dubbed the “golden angels” by
one grateful client and were award-
ed a civic prize for their charity
work.

Still, Carl and Marlene Bennett
of Denver, Colo.,—who operate a
free home repair program for needy
Jerusalem families under the aus-
pices of a local Christian charity—
have been told by visa authorities
they have overstayed their welcome
in Israel.

The Bennetts’ situation is an ex-
ample of the increased pressure
Christian organizations in Israel are
feeling as visa permits for critical
foreign staff become harder to ob-
tain.

In general, the gradual tighten-

ing of visa policies means volun-

teers such as the Bennetts, who in
the past could come to Israel for two
years or more to work in unpaid
church posts, now are being asked
to leave after six months to a year.

Long-term working papers and
clerical visas—two other categories
foreign Christian workers here of-
ten obtain—also are becoming
harder to get in some cases, Chris-
tian groups say.

“The trend has been to get less
and less time. The Ministry of Inte-
rior is trying to clamp down on for-
eign workers,” said Charles Kopp,
who heads the United Christian
Council of Israel, an evangelical
group representing 26 Protestant
church organizations.

Burdensome visa restrictions
have long been a fact of life for for-
eign Christians working or volun-
teering in West Bank Palestinian
church institutions and who Israeli
officials often accuse of being anti-
Israel.

But now, even church groups

that are ardent supporters of the
Jewish state are encountering new
obstacles to their operations.

“It’s true that in certain periods
in the past when there weren’t so
many tourists, volunteers and for-
eigners who wanted to stay, we

weren’t as strict. We were more gen- .

erous. But today we are being more
careful,” said Batya Karmon, who
oversees the interior ministry’s visa
operations.

In general, Protestants have a
harder time getting long-term visas
than Orthodox Christian and Cath-
olic clerics, who serve centuries-old
Arab congregations. Orthodox and
Catholic clerics arriving here from
Greece, Europe and Russia usually
are allowed to stay indefinitely, said
Uri Mor, head of the Israeli Minis-
try of Religious Affairs’ Christian
communities department.

“There is a quota for the minis-
ters in the Protestant churches,” said
Mor, adding that it is a longstand-
ing policy. “Some of the Protestants
are missionaries, and the Ministry
of Interior doesn’t want to encour-
age missionaries in the country ...
although we give them enough peo-
ple so they can operate.”

Ironically, the new visa restric-
tions coincide with a major Israeli

drive to prepare Christian churches
and sites for a flood of pilgrims ex-

- pected in 2000, the end of Chris-

tianity’s second millennium.

“On the one hand,” observed
Kopp, “we’re being asked by the
Ministry of Tourism and just about
everyone else to gear up for the year
2000, and on the other hand, the
Ministry of Interior makes it hard
for us to retain staff that are reli-
able.”

The foreign volunteers may
serve as unskilled maids and cooks
in a church hospice—or as skilled
church artists, craftspersons and
tour managers.

As Israeli society has become
overwhelmed with tens of thou-
sands of low-paid Asian and Afri-
can laborers, public and political
sentiment has turned increasingly
against the rising number of non-
Jews who might try to settle here,
and thus dilute Israel’s “Jewish”
character.

As a result, immigration officials
have become more aggressive in
their attempts to have veteran
church volunteers sent home, and
for newly arrived volunteers to stay
for shorter periods—even if their
jobs:cannot realistically be filled by
an Israeli or Palestinian.

“We can’t ignore things in one
sphere, and then be particularly
strict on the other,” said visa offi-
cial Karmon, explaining why the
policy also should apply to church
staff.

In fact, the number of foreign
church-related staff and volunteers

in Israel and the Palestinian territo-
ries at any one time is insignificant
in comparison to the number of for-
eign workers on commercial work
permits. Foreign church staff of all
kinds numbers only about 10,000,
said Mor, of the religious affairs
department.

Meanwhile, an estimated
100,000 foreign workers from Asia,
Africa and Eastern Europe live
here—tens of thousands illegally.

The - evangelical organization
Bridges for Peace distributes hun-
dreds of food packages to Jerusa-
lem’s needy, arranges free home re-
pair projects for the elderly and dis-
tributes welcome gifts and Jewish
Bibles bearing an Orthodox Jewish

Proposed Israeli law protested

seal to new Russian immigrants. The
massive operation is aided by little
more than a dozen foreign Christian
volunteers, who initially come to
Israel for a month or so, but some-
times stay longer.

One of those volunteers is Carl
Bennett, a 68-year-old homebuild-
er from Denver, who entered Israel
with his wife, Marlene, in January
1997 for a second stint as manager
of the organization’s free home ren-
ovation project, which has repaired
hundreds of Jerusalem dwellings
since it began in 1993.

“We were under the impression
we could stay for 27 months, but
when we went back to get our visa
renewed this spring, they told us,,
‘you have to leave,”” 'said Bennett,
who has appealed that decision.

“They told us we had to leave
because they have so many foreign-
ers coming in and taking jobs,” he
said. “I could understand that, ex-
cept that there is no one to replace
us. We don’t get paid; in fact we
bring our own money into the coun-
try,” =

Jerusalem’s famous Garden
Tomb site is another one of the in-
stitutions affected by the new poli-
cy. Revered by many Protestants

- worldwide as Jesus’ burial ground,

this garden sanctuary in the midst
of downtown Jerusalem is managed
by a British Christian society and
hosts more than 250,000 visitors an-
nually. -

Yet, one of the Tomb’s three top
administrators, a British national
named Liz Woods, has been told by
the interior ministry she must leave
the country after five years in her
post—triggering quiet Christian
protests. .

“If Protestant evangelicals have
a holy site then it’s the Garden
Tomb,” said Kopp, who has put his
prestige behind Woods’ case.

Israeli immigration officials,
however, fear the continuation of
longterm visas like Woods’ eventu-
ally spur requests for residency, a
phenomenon they want to discour-
age.

“Our problem is that when we see
that the volunteers are here for a
long time, we are afraid that eventu-
ally they will want to stay,” Karmon
said. “So we try not to let people stay
for too long of a period.”
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VEXING VISAS Liz Woods,
administrator for the
Garden tomb, speaks with
tourists. Woods, a British
national, is among those
being told they must leave
Israel, triggering protests
by Christians. (RNS photo)
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fVal-UeS. That’ ‘whjr"’we’ve émbarked on PART-

Unified in Purpose and Promise

NERSHIP 2000, a three-year effort primarily g 2000 Embassy Square Boulevard, Suite 2050
aimed at providing students scholarships, grants ~ Louisville, KY 40299
and other forms of financial aid. (502) 491-2012

~ WESTERN RECORDER M'JULY 14, 1998

20




	20240316131035038
	20240316131253199

