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New law could 
affect Russia's 
missionaries 

MOSCOW (RNS}-.:.A hew 
Russian . regulation could festrict 
foreign religious workers i tb 
three-month visas . . 

The regulation appears · to be 
. the latest step in efforts by Rus- , 

. • sian hardliners to liqiit the influc 
ence of foreign· religious groups,. 
which have gained ni.Jmetous • 
converts at the expense of the .·. 
Russian Orthodox Church since ·· 
the 1991 breakup of the Soyiet 
Union. • • • • 

The new regula~fonwilLre­
quire missionaries and other reli~· 
gious workers to leave Russia • 

. after three months ,to receive a ' 
• new visa from a Russian embas~ 
sy or consulate .. Until n9\V, most 
foreigners could rec.eive a one- . 
year visa; • 

The regulation is a top con~ 
cem for the 33 Southern Baptist · 
missionary farnilie~ in Russia,but 
the. regulation's impact is still un­
certain according to a leading ad­
ministrator and former Kentucky 
pastor. t 

Some missionaries who re~ 
cently .re-applied for V ·ork visas 
were stiU able to get onecyear vi­
sas; said Ed Tarleton, mis'sion . 
administrator for the Southern 
Baptist International Missicm . 

· Board .in .Russia. "So rigljt now · 
• there· is some confusion. 

•· ,;We have been investigating 
to see what the 'iinplicatfonswill ' 
be," said Tarleton, foriner pastor 

·· of Hazelwood Baptist Church in 
·Louisvtlle. H!:! and his family cur­
rently are on furlough in Louis~ .• 
ville until the end of the year. • 

• "We're praying, of course, 
that we will be able to continue 
to get the year visas,'.' he said . 
"Obviously it would be a dis1¥p- . 
tion if we had to leave every three 

• months, but right now we just 
d9n't:lrnow." . • • 

. Calvin Wilkins, director of 
• partnership missionsfor the Keri- · 
· tl!cky Baptist . Convention, said . 
-the regulation. will not impact 
· Kentucky Baptist iriissiori teams. 

Kentucky Baptists are in the 
•• last year of a five~year partner-
. ship with Russi~ Baptists. KB_C •. · 
teams have been going into the· 

.• .:country on two-week trips for 
-construction, .evangelism and 
other ministries. • 

· Mikhail Osadchev; an official • •• 
of tile Russian parliament; s Com-

. m.ittee on Public and Religious 
Organizations, said the visa reg- · 
ulation was "indirectly inspired" • 

.. by the ,law limiting religious ex- : 
:t··. . pression signed into. law last year. 
~ ·• That law enshrined the Rus-
~- . .. si.anOrthodox Church as the na­
~ • • tion'S predominant faith, while • 
~ • giving a lesser status to Judaism, 

. i olslam, Buddhism and "Christian~ •• 
'.:. ity:" 
c · . • With additional reporting by • 
~ - . News-Director David Winfrey 
0:, • 

• '-" . 

Conference outlines church health helps. 
ASHLAND- Loving relation­

ships, gift-based ministries, inspiring 
worship and holistic groups are four 
ingredients to help churches grow 
from a source of health, a KBC church 
growth specialist said recently. 

Too often, members try to perform 
church work in their own energy, said 
Vernon Cole, director of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's church growth 
division. 

"Our tendency is to use the latest 
box or program down the pike that we 
think is going to provide the answer," 
he said. "While those may be good 
tools, those tools will be no better than 
the degree to which we have the atti­
tude of Christ." 

Speaking to those attending the 
KBC' s Super Saturday training ses­
sion in Ashland Aug. 8, Cole com~ 
pared working from one's own ener­
gy to trying tb pull a wagon with 
square wheels. Cole then offered four 
"round wheels" for improvi_ng a 
church's journey toward church 
health: 

I Loving relationships. "The whole 
thing is learning to accept people 
where they are in spite of where they 
are," Cole said.Loving members sup­
port one another both throughthe reg­
ular crises of life and in their spiritual 
growth, he said. . . 

I Gift-based ministry. This in­
volves helping all members learn 
about their God-given gifts arid the 
best way to use them through the con-
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SUPER SATURDAY Vernon Cole of the Kentllcky Baptist Convention's church growth 
office division leads a conference to help churches face changes in their congregations 
and community. ''The big aspect about any Chc!nge is attitude toward it," he said. 

gregation, Cole said. . feel like they are having to play 
I Inspiring worship. Worship style games," he said. From Bible studies 

is not the issue, Cole said. Both litur- to finance committees, such groups 
gical and freer styles of worship ser- "are constantly reminded of the 'why' 
vices can be authentic and passionate, of church," Cole sa:id. 
be said. 'The issue is, do the people, In addition to Ashland, Super Sat­
when they come, feel like they've urday training sessions already have 
been reminded of God's grace, God's been held in Elizabethtown and Pa­
goodness, God's power to deal with ducah. Sessions are sch.eduled for . 
the day-to-day frustrations?" Aug. 22 atimmanuel Baptist Church 

I Holistic groups. Such groups are • in Lexington and Aug. 29 at First Bap­
defined by attitude more than pwpose, • • tist Church of Somerset and First Bap-
• Cole said. "Holistic groups are groups tist Church of Madisonville. 
where the caring, sharing and learn- More photos from Ashland's Super 
ing takes place to where people do not Saturday are on page 7. • 

Ki_llologist links media to violent children 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

. JONESBORO, Ark.- More evi­
dence exists linking media violence 
to violence in society than exists 
linking tobacco to cancer, according 
to an expert in training soldiers to · 
kill. 

Parents should not wonder why 
their children act violently after they • 
have exposed the children to inap­
propriate television programming, 
movies and video games, according · 
to Dave Grossman, a retired lieuten- • 
ant colonel in the U.s: Army who 
directs the Killology Research 
Group in Jonesboro, Ark. 

Grossman wrote a lengthy article 
published in the Aug. IO issue of 
Christianity Today . outlining his • 
views on how American parents are 
allowing television, movies and vid~ 
eo games to train their children for . 
warfare the same way the Army 
trains soldiers to kill. The article is 
adapted from a lecture he gave at 
Bethel 9ollege in Kansas la_st April • 

Grossman approaches the subject 
from a unique vantage point. His job 
has been to help military and law en~ 
forcement personnel understand the 
psychology of killing. To do so, he 
has studied at length what tactics are 
effective in training humans to kill 

. other humans. • 
Because he lives in Jonesboro, 

Grossman became intimately in­
volved in the aaalysis and counsel~ • 
ing conducted after the fatal shoot-

ing of four girls and a teacher by two movies, television and video games 
other students at a Jonesboro school condition children to commit violent 
last March. acts. 

What happened there, he says, is · Killingis not a natural instinct in 
symbolic of the larger tide of vio- the human psyche, Grossman. says. 
lence Americans are reaping. ''Killing requires training because 

Grossman admits many factors there is a built:in aversion to killing 
can be cited to explain the increas- one's own kind." • • 
ing level of violence perpetrated by Military leaders discovered this • 
children. However, there is "only . barrier earlier this century and set 
one new variable present," he said: out to "fix" it in soldiers. The plan • 
"media violence presented as enter- has b_een successful, Gros~rrian says, 
tainment for children." • raising the firing rate of soldiers 

"Every parent in America desper- from 15 percent during World War 
ately needs to be warned of the irn~ . II ·to 55 p_ercent in the Korean War 
pact of TV and other violent media · • and to 90 percentin Vietnam. 
on children, just as we would warn • "How the military increases the 

. them of some widespread carcino-· killing rate of soldiers in combat is 
gen," Grossman says. instructive, because our culture to-. 

He cites research published in the day is doing the same thing to our 
Journal of the American Medical . children;'' he explains . . He cites " 
Association as evidence that an un- .. methops used in the military:__ cle~ ... 
questioned link has been established sensitization, brutalization,- classical . 
between watching media violence. conditioning, operant conditioning 
and perpetrating violence in real life. and role modeling- and draws par7 

A journal article publtshed June · •. allels to what children learn today • 
10, 1_992, conclu~~d th_at "the inti:o- frqm _movies, television·and _vide\ 'f 
ductton of telev1s1on m the 1950s games. . • · · .. : . .. • 
caused a subsequent doubling of the For· starters, he sa:ys, the over-
homicide rate" and that "long-term whelming presence of violence in , 
childhood exposure to television is movies and television programming • 
a causal factor behind approximat~- · is desensitizing children'. s innate 
ly one-half of the homicides com- aversion to violence. And .this starts 
mitted in the United States~ or ap~ • as early as 18 months ofage. : . 
·proximately 10,000 homicides an- . . '.'When young children see some­
nually ." • bociy shot, stabbed; raped, brutal-

Grossman moves beyond that ev- ized, degraded or murdered on TV, 
idence to present his own case, com- to them it is as though it were· actu­
paring how the military has learned · ally happening .. . . And this happens 
to train soldiers in killing to how . a See Killologisl: Evidence ... , page 12 



BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS SBC missionaries minister amidst Nairobi's rubble 

■ James A. Smith Sr. 
has been named director 

of public relations at 
Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. He has served 

as director of news and 
information at Southern 

since January 1997 
while working on a 

degree. Smith, 33, was 
director of news and 

information from 1995-
97 at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Kansas City, Mo. Before 

that, he was the first 
Washington, D.C., staff 

member of the Southern 
Bapttst Ethics & 

Religious Liberty 

NAIROBI, Kenya (BP)- South­
ern Baptist missionaries in Kenya are 
serving on the front lines of rescue 
efforts following a devastating explo­
sion Aug. 7 that killed about 200 peo­
ple in Nairobi and injured more than 
5,000 others. The explosion, and a 
second explosion in Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, were aimed at the U.S. em­
bassies in each country. 

Several missionaries left a prayer 
retreat so they could minister to work­
ers picking carefully through bomb­
damaged buildings in search of survi­
vors, said Bob Allen, one of 81 South­
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board -mi!,sionaries assigned to the 
country. · ·· 

Using Southern Baptist relief 
funds, the missionaries organized a 
feeding program for rescue workers, 
serving 60 meals twice a day at the 
Kenya Red Cross headquarters near 
the disaster site. Missionaries also 

joined search-and-rescue teams re­
moving debris from the site. 

Two Southern Baptist missionar­
ies-Cindy Wilson and Nancy Cal­
vert- also responded to a Red Cross 
request for nurses to monitor volun­
teers for exhaustion. 

Despite their fatigue and danger 
from the unstable buildings, those 
volunteers feel compelled to keep 
working through the rubble. 

"We had one volunteer who 
walked by, anAmerican, and we told 
him to get something to drink and get 
off the site," she said. "The next thing 
you know, he was back up there dig­
ging. He just felt compelled to help. 
He has such a servant heart." 

Missionary Dan Hylden went to 
the blast site with Wilson and Calvert 
as their bodyguard because they didn't 
know what to expect. 

"But they were in no danger, so I 
helped with the digging," Hy Iden said. 

His face white with dust and fatigue, 
he told of pulling a body out of the 
rubble. "The noises have stopped, so 
they are being a little more aggressive 
in their demolition, but whenever they 
see a body part, we go in and pull out 
the debris by hand." 

One young gunner on a tank found 
the nurses tending to his spiritual as 
well as medical needs in the long 
hours of the night. 
. "We had a real good chance to 
share the provision of Christ, how it 
really had to be God to save him. He 
promised to visit me at the mission 
office," Hylden said. 

1MB missionaries also talked with 
William Larson, senior logistical of­
ficer for the International Red Cross, 
about helping replenish scarce medi­
cal supplies used ·by the Red Cross 
during the effort. 

Long-term help also is in the works 
for the many Kenyans blinded or dis-

figured by broken glass and debris 
sent flying by the blast. Connie Bur­
ton, the 1MB' s medical coordinator 
for the region, is part of a planning 
committee to get American retinal and 
plastic surgeons into Nairobi. 

Allen said what Kenya needs most 
is prayer. 

"You all can help us most by pray­
ing," he said. "Pray for those injured 
to receive the treatment they need; 
pray for the families of the dead and 
injured, some of whom may have got­
ten news of family members when 
they saw them on television; pray for 
those investigating these disasters to 
have extraordinary wisdom and in­
sight; pray that those who instigated 
and carried out these horrendous at­
tacks would feel the conviction of the 
Holy Spirit and that they would re­
pent; pray that Christians will take 
advantage of every opport1mity to 
share Christ during this time." Commission, serving as 

director of government 
relations from 1989-95. 
Before joining the Ethics New NAMB strategy emphasizes 'mission' without the 's' 

& Religious Liberty 
Commission, Smith 

worked two years as 
director of 

communications at the 
Republican Study 

Committee in the U.S. 
House of 

Representatives. 

By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)­
Dropping the "s" from missions edu­
cation signals a big change in how the 
North American Mission Board in­
tends to generate interest and support 
for building the kingdom of God at 
home and around the world. 

Evangelism, domestic and interna­
tional missions and volunteer mobili­
zation are all tied into the awareness 
concept now being called "mission 
education." The goal is part of a 
broader emphasis at NAMB to help 
mobilize a growing force of "on mis­
sion" Christians. 

Tim Seanor, NAMB's director of 
mission education, said one way of 
describing the new approach is, "You 
can discover your mission through 
mission education." 

"Christians can participate -in the 
mission of God. That's why we drop 
the 's' from missions education," 
Seanor said. "Missions becomes more 
than just a collection of projects and 
works. The mission God gives us be­
comes a passion. 

"Mission education is to under-
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"I assure you, Ms. Beasley, we are NOT labout to be 
sucked up in a whirlwind like Elijah. Our bustodian is 
just working to reverse and adjust t he ceilirlg fan speed!" 
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stand how we fit in the mission of 
God," he added. "God made us all 
different, so that when we become 
reconciled to him, we have a unique 
place in his mission." 

NAMB staff introduced the con­
cept this summer at both the Jericho 
'98 missions festivals and the agen­
cy's On Mission '98 conference Aug. 
1-6 at Ridgecrest Conference Center. 

The new approach is based on four 
"on mission" principles that also are 
at the core of _the new NAMB flag­
ship magazine, "On Mission." The 
principles were the primary emphasis 
of the On Mission '98 conference, 
which previoµsly was known as North 
American Mission Board week. 

An on-mission Christian, accord­
ing to the concept, is: 

I Spiritually awakened to the need 
for joining God in his mission of rec­
onciling the world to himself through 
Jesus Christ. 

I Continually adjusting, making 
the changes necessary in order to join 
God in his mission. 

I Evangelistically active, becom­
ing personally involved in seeing peo­
ple come to faith in Christ on a regu­
lar basis- whether across the street, 

across the country or in another coun­
try. 

I A passionate advocate, encour­
aging other Christians- as an out­
growth of their own excitement ·at 
finding their personal fit for joining 
God in his mission-to become awak­
ened as they themselves have been. 
The cycle then is repeated through the 
lives of others, and the number of on­
mission Christians is multiplied. 

"One of the stereotypes Christians 
have is that missions education is the 
process of sitting down in a chair and 
studying a story about a missionary. 
This story is about someone that 
you're going to pray for and give 
money to support, but with whom you 
usually have no personal connection," 
Seanor said. "That's not what I'm 
talking about with mission education." 

In NAMB' s published missioned­
ucation materials- which include 
magazines, videotapes and curriculum 
that are usable in a variety of venues­
the emphasis will be on developing 
the on-mission principles. Missionar­
ies will serve as examples of how 
those principles are at work. 

"In other words, if we're talking 
about being an advocate, we're going 

to talk about a missionary and how 
they became an advocate, and how we 
can be an advocate," Seanor said. 

NAMB was assigned the role of 
missions education during the 1997 
reorganization of Southern Baptist 
Convention agencies. It inherited the 
missions education programs of the 
former Brotherhood Commission­
such as Royal Ambassadors and Chal­
lengers- and its new adult program 
is being called Missions in Motion. 

In addition to the formal organiza­
tions, however, NAMB hopes to en­
courage churches to develop "On 
Mission Teams." Although similar in_ 
concept to a previous model for mis­
sions development councils, On Mis­
sion Teams would include represen­
tatives from all areas of the church that 
contribute to building "on mission" 
Christians. 

"If you've got an on-mission 
church with on-mission activities, you 
don't have to wonder about where the 
praying or the giving or the going is 
coming from," Seanor said. "The peo­
ple are excited about it. ... The 'I can 
do this with God' is missing many 
times in our missions education activ­
ities." 

Deaf ministry organization marks 50th year 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)- "We 

prayed and wept and asked God to 
help us reach the deaf with the gos­
pel," Fay Osborne Lanham remem­
bered about attending the first meet­
ing of the Southern Baptist Confer­
ence of the Deaf in 1948. 

Lanham and two other living char­
ter members, Leonard and Doris As­
bridge, were among more than 900 
registrants from around the country 
who celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the founding of the organization of 
Southern Baptist deaf workers. The 
July 25-31 meeting at the University 
of Memphis returned to the city where 
the SBCD's organizational meeting 
was held in December 1948. 

In 1948, Lanham and the Asbridg­
es were among a few Southern Bap­
tists who had a dream of bringing deaf 
people together to worship and to dis­
cuss their common goals of winning 

people to Christ, and of helping South­
ern Baptist leadership catch the vision 
of working with deaf people. 

With the encouragement of Paul 
Caudill, then pastor of Memphis' First 
Baptist Church, the group invited ev­
eryone they could think of to a meet­
ing. Twenty-one people from eight 
states came together that first year. 
The group has met annually since 
1950. Instrumental in the organization 
of the group was a missionary named 
J.W. Gardner, who had been a pastor 
in Texas until he lost his hearing- and 
took his deafness as a sign that God 
was moving him into a new area of 
work. 

Asbridge was a printer with a 
Memphis newspaper but his heart was 
reaching other · deaf people with the 
gospel. He had been converted at the 
Tennessee School for the Deaf in 
Knoxville under the ministry of Laura 

Formwalt, a longtime worker with the 
deaf. Asbridge would work all week 
at his printing job but then would trav­
el to any location where he felt the 
leadership of God to communicate the 
gospel to other deaf people. 

Like a modem-day Apostle Paul, 
Asbridge put up with great inconve­
nience and dangers to take the mes­
sage of Christ to the deaf. 

Asbridge rema.ins keenly interest­
ed in deaf ministry. When asked about 
his vision for the future he said with­
out hesitation, "My hope is to have our 
Baptist work among the deaf grow in 
foreign countries, to have our work 
spread here at home and to help peo­
ple look up to the Lord." 

For information on the Southern 
Baptist Conference of the Deaf, con-
tact Randolph at New Life Deaf Fei---­
lowship, 6801 Church St, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76112. 



KENTUCKY 
Legacy B~.ij lders hopes-to build off men's movement 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE- Promise Keepers 
rallies can be life changing experienc­
es, but not everyone knows the right 
way to channel that enthusiasm to 
their home or church. 
. That's where Greg Burton comes 
m. 

Fueled, in part, by the Promise 
Keepers movement, Burton and Ken­
tucky Brotherhood leaders hope to 
start a movement of their own with 
Legacy Builde·rs retreats. 

More than 200 Keritucky Baptists 
have been involved in the weekend 
retreats this year, said Burton, Broth­
erhood's director of men's ministry. 
He said he hopes to see 15 to 20 re­
treats organized in the upcoming 
1998-99 church year. 

This growing interest is linked to 
excitement generated by Promise 
Keepers rallies, he said, noting the two 
complement each other's work. 

"The huge advantage of Legacy 
Builders is it's done on the local 
church level," Burton said. "It's best 
for about 30 men. It's difficult to get 
results out of a large group. The inti­
macy and bonding seems to come best 
out of small groups." 

Designed as a Friday night and 
Saturday event, the retreat is designed 
to teach the profile of a godly man and 
what he should be doing in the home, 

church and marketplace. 
Through a combination oflectures, 

small-group discussions and exercis­
es like writing letters to their wives 
and children, Legacy Builders aims to 
awaken men as spiritual leaders. 

In various venues around Ken­
tucky, retreat participants say that 
awakening appears to be happening. 
Charlie Burgett, who coordinated a 
Legacy Builders meeting for Christian 
County, said several men had tears 
streaming down their face when they 
gave testimonies. 

"I sens"d a hunger- that men are 
wanting help to be a better Christian 
leader and father," said Burgett, pas­
tor of Pembroke Baptist Church. "My 
men all want to go back and do it 
again." • • 

Burton, who also is pastor of South 
Jefferson Baptist Church in Louis­
ville, said he hopes churches will re­
alize that the way to impact men's 
ministry is through relationships. 

"This retreat is one vehicle to do 
that. In Henry Blackaby's language, 
it's to see where God is at work. I hope 
it can catch on and be a foundational 
block." 

Legacy Builders is a Southern 
Baptist program that began just as 
Pcomise Keepers initiated its rn_1tion­
wide tour of stadium rallies. 

The material was written by Jim 
Burton, then .director of men's minis­
tries for the national Southern Baptist 

Brotherhood Commission (which has 
since merged into the North Ameri­
can Mission Board). 

First tested at a New England 
men's meeting in 1994, the retreats 
began spreading through various 
states the following year. 

After leading a retreat at South Jef­
ferson in 1996, Greg Burton (who is 
no relation to Jim Burton) included a 
study of the impact on men's person­
al and spiritual lives in his doctoral 
thesis. 

He observed a substantial change 
in men's affirmation of their families, 
amount of time spent with them and 
their faithfulness to church and per­
sonal prayer. 

Two Kentucky Baptist church 
groups that have sponsored retreats 
this year reported strong positive re­
sponses by participants. 

"One man said as a father, he felt 
like it's halftime of the game and 
we're behind," Burgett said of the 
Christian County retreat. But, the man 
went on to say that men still are capa­
ble of winning the game. 

Burgett said the retreat helped par­
ticipants focus on their need to be god­
ly men. It also showed them they have 
a significant role to play, he said. 

"There weren't any called to the 
mission field or anything like that, but 
I noticed men who went are growing 
in their spiritual life," Burgett said. "I 
look more for steady growth than 

mountaintop experiences." 
Burton led a retreat in May of 1997 

for Redhouse Baptist Church in Rich­
mond. Since then the men's group has 
organized two more groups and plans 
a third in December. 

Steering committee member Nel­
son Cox said one participant felt called 
to become active in the church's mu­
sic -ministry. Another began teaching 
Sunday school and worked in this 
summer's vacation Bible school. 

"Once they go through the retreat 
and fellowship with each other, when 
they get back they're more active," he 
said. "We recently had a group go to 
Memphis to do missions activities. 
Almost every man who went had been 
to Legacy Builders." 

State Brotherhood Director Randy 
• Foster said he hopes to see these re~ 
treats become as widespread as Ken­
tucky Brotherhood's Experiencing 
God weekends, which number be­
tween 30 and 40 per year, 

In addition, he intends to call Leg­
acy Builders and Promise Keepers 
participants to provide 600 lay coun­
selors for a prison blitz planned for the 
spring bf 2000. . 

It will be a cooperative effort be­
tween Brotherhood, Prison Fellow­
ship and Bill Glass Ministries. Dur­
ing several weeks, Glass will lead 
three-day "Weekend of Champions" 
rallies at every major state prison, 
Foster said. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children starts day care program 
SOMERSET- Kentucky Baptist 

Homes for Children has begun a day 
care program in Somerset. The pro­

-gram could bring about a new direc-
tion in the agency's 129-year minis­
try, officials said. 

"When welfare reform kicks in, the 
need for quality day care in Kentucky 
is going to be greater than ever," said 
KBHC President Bill Smithwick. "As 
we add child development to our pro­
gramming, we are going to be in a 
better position to help those welfare-
to-work folks." • 

At its meeting last month, the agen­
cy's board of directors approved es­
tablishing the day care. The program 

will be administered in the former 
Building Blocks Day Care facililty on 
U.S. 27 in Somerset, which recently 
closed. 

Janet Doyel, vice president for pro­
gram services marveled at the timing. 
"While the (KBHC management) 
cabinet had begun initial discussions 
about .getting into day care, this op­
portunity in Somerset almost literally 
fell into our lap," she said. "I truly 
believe that this was the Lord's stamp 
of approval on those discussions." 

The new program is part of a big 
vision, Smithwick said. 

"What we want to see _happen is 
the development of a Christ-centered 

SUMMER CAMP Students attending a Crosspoint camp at Campbellsville University listen 
to counselor Mark Mullis of Athens, Ga. Campbellsvi/1~ University hosted 22 camps this 
summer with 3,100 students and adults attending. Camps ranged from Crosspoint, which 
integrates sports and Christian discipleship, to a camp for 50 high school teachers from 
Brazil learning English. (Campbellsville College photo by Jason Atkins.) 

model of early childhood develop­
ment. One that any church or other 
organization can use," Smithwick 
said. 

"There are a lot of churches out 
there that say they have the space and 
a little money set aside for day care, 
but they just don' t know how to go 
about doing it," he added. "We want 
to partner with those churches to make 
Christian day care happen in our com­
munities." 

George Page, administrator of 
KBHC's Southern region programs, 
called the new program "extremely 
exciting." 

"This is going to mean peace of 

mind to a lot of parents who are look­
ing for quality, Christian day care," he 
said . 

The new emphasis also would be 
a tool in the early intervention of abuse 
and neglect, or its prevention, Smith­
wick said. "If you are caring for the 
children, you have contact with the 
parents. I can see us referring people 
to our local Cornerstone (counseling) 
offices, our family preservation pro­
gram or hooking them up with other 
community-based services to get them 
the help they need." 

For more information about the 
new child development center in Som­
erset, call (606) 561-6916. 

u:·■ Marriage conferenceto be .held!fQe:Kehtutlfy.t< 
i',BaptistConvention'sf amily ajinistry d.epi3rtnfont yvill 
)$ponsor a marriage enrichment cgnfeienc~.8ept2t),} 

.) 27 in C'ave .. City. Otis•and Q~igiy}\ngrews, author(of) 
I.: '.'Hysbanct ·&.Wives: tile ~est of Friynds,"wHtlea.otW 
' wbrship. Registration co.~ts $§0 f9r GP4R.le~signi1 . • • • 
,,up<byA~g, 25;'$7Qaftery,ta!QS- f o( more ,i, ·•······· .·.· 
\ information, c9ntact Vaterie.V.ihqent:atthe Ksc· • •. . . . ... . .. · .. ~ . ... •,· 
. • .. family ministry departl}lent, (502) ?451~).0J ortdll . .. • ,College awarded 

tree (888) 254-5704/ '; •• • • • ••• ••• educatio,n, to 116 gr, 
.· _· .. •• ······,.·•.· / > ....... ·.··• ····• •·. , / ., ' ; · .... >· ;;commencement qe 

Georgetown has good year. Ge.onietown l ecently Cf keyncit~ speaker wa 
ad its m<;ist successful fun~iraisintj ~ffort fn its 16~• . ·wfl)fTJission~r ot .·· • 

.•... year history .. ·Gitts from an soyrces-exceeded $l ~.2 ·.Educatio 
;,, rriiJHon forJMi1997,98 fiscal yeac Whic~ e.nded June > _ ···•.·········· y,• .••.• • ... •··•·•·· 

30: Th~t was a~83 percent.increase corrn:iared to .. t.tie>: .. ■ Correcti9n:AJ 

... pr~yio;s ~ear.'x } / ., · ....... ,.· ·· .. ·• , . ·•.·•· ····••·· .. -. . ... , •• · .. •. -"~: I ~qti~: nu~¥~!]~1 
··, ~ •Chur~h.·fimince ·. conf.erencepffered. A conterehc~ ·.Paris>He,actuau· 

on.church tihance issues will be held Oct. 15°.16 at•• " ' • • - • • 

"I sensed a 
hunger-that men 
are wanting help 
to be a better 
Christian leader 
and father.'' 
Charlie Burgett pastor of 
Pembroke Baptist 
Church 
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OPINION 
WESTERN RECORDER Why does the Recorder edit BP stories? omission of the first half of the quot­

ed paragraph and the entire following 
paragraph almost leave quite the op­
posite impression of the original? 

Editor's note: Almost every news ser­
vice article appearing in the Western 
Recorder is edited for length, style and 
context. Editing is, by definition, what 
editors are hired to do. Any Kentucky 
Baptist desiring to read the full text of 
a Baptist Press story has the ability to 
do so, just as Michael Spencer has 
done, by visiting the website of Bap­
tist Press and the Southern Baptist 
Convention Executive Committee. 
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In the Aug. 11 Western Recorder, 
an article was included on the South­
ern Baptist Founders Conference, a 
meeting I recently attended. In the ar­
ticle, Southern Seminary President Al 
Mohler .was quoted. 

It is interesting to note that the Bap­
tist Press report of the conference was 
not used, but the Western Recorder's 
story was "based" on the Baptist Press 
version. I believe the editor of the 
Recorder should explain why Baptist 
Press stories of this type are reworked 
and revised. 

In the original Baptist Press ver­
sion, the following four paragraphs 
occur: 

"Nonetheless, Mohler said, post­
modern· chaos cannot hold back the 
tide of the gospel of Jesus Christ 
through biblical preaching. 

"Expounding upon the Bible's tes­
timony of its own threatening 'two­
edged' self-designation in Hebrews 4, 
Mohler diagnosed the anemic state of 
many contemporary churches as re­
sulting not from a dearth of creative 
programs, but from the absence of 
unhesitatingly biblical preaching. 
Preachers must not seek to 'reach peo­
ple where they are' by building a 
'bridge' between them and the bibli­
cal text, but must realize that no one 
is beyond the 'reach' of a Scripture 
which promises to perform 'sovereign 
surgery' on its hearers. 

No longer a writer 
By Margaret Caldwell 

I have been expecting this day for 
quite a while. Yet foresight is meager 
comfort against a resurgence of grief, 
personal anger and sadness for the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

Today I spoke with my long-time 
friend and editor at Life Way Christian 
Resources (formerly Baptist Sunday 
School Board). I asked if she planned 
to use me as a special education cur­
riculum writer again this year. She 
asked me, as she is now required to 
do, whether I belonged to a church 
affiliated with the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship, in which the pastor is 
actively involved. I knew where that 
question was leading. _The "litmus 
test" continues to trickle down. 

A spiritual journey 
God stretched me for several 

years before calling me to this po­
sition with the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. He had placed a desire 
in my heart to see his presence man­
ifested in my life and ministry. I 
could feel him begin to pull away 
from my life all of the things in 
which I took pride. I was left with 
my relationship to Jesus and I be­
gan to discover anew how truly pre­
cious this relationship is . 

As God has worked in my life, I 
feel he has led me to focus on four 
major concepts that I believe will 
help us as a convention. Let me ex­
plain what each of these means to me: 
■ Spiritual foundations. Every­

thing we do must be spiritually based. 
Without spiritual foundations we are 
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"Mohler added preachers must not 
recoil from the sufficiency of God's 
word by co-opting the world's obses­
sions with therapeutic 'authenticity,' 
self-esteem modification and trendy 
cause movements, but should follow 
the apostolic model of preaching the 
word and getting out of the way. 

"Brothers and sisters, 

-In fact, why are Kentucky Baptists 
not allowed to read the full Baptist 
Press article? This seems to be the 
practice with nearly all Baptist Press 
reports, particularly of news events. 
While I agree the Recorder has the 

we pray for reformation in 
our churches," Mohler 
said. "But it is not going to 

RESPONSE 
right to print what they 
choose, I do wonder if 
there is a motivation that 
explains this or if there is 

Much of what the Western Record­
er staff does in editing Baptist Press 
articles is tighten sloppy writing and 
remove editorial comments masquer­
ading as news reporting. Discerning 
readers will see the need for this based 
on the unedited excerpts quoted 
above. Should any reader desire fur­
ther evidence, I have a file full of oth­
er examples. 

come by any program and it is not go­
ing to be the result of any meeting and 
it is not going to come by the whole­
sale adoption of any theological sys­
tem. It's going to come by the preach­
ing of the word ... the word must do 
this thing." 

It is interesting to-me that the edi­
tor of the Western Recorder omitted 
the first half of paragraph two, start­
ing his quote with "Preachers must not 
seek to reach people." This partial 
quote from the Baptist Press article is 
highlighted in the sidebar, a decision 
also made by the editor, I assume. It 
is also interesting that the paragraph 
following was omitted entirely. 

I only took journalism in high 
school and wouldn't pretend to be 
competent to advise the editor on his 
trade, but doesn't this editing of the 
Baptist Press article run the risk of 
portraying Mohler as anti-evangelis­
tic and anti-missions? Doesn't the 

"Yes," I replied to my editor, as 
tears filled my eyes. If a label were. 
applied to me, I would be tagged a 
theological moderate-conservative, 
professing, active Baptist Christian. I 
am a member of a church whose cen­
tral question is, "What does God want 
us to do?" 

an explanationfor why the risk of dis­
torting the actual event isn't serious 
enough to suggest a different course? 

One of the other Baptist Press arti­
cles, summarizing the messages of the 
conference's keynote speaker, would 
have left no doubt about the warm­
hearted evangelism that was advocat­
ed at the meeting. Another Baptist 
Press article, dealing with the spiritu­
al preparation of the minister, would 
also have informed the readers about 
the genuine concern for ministry and 
evangelism shared by the participants. 

And, for the record, predestination 
and limited atonement were never 
mentioned, other than a reading of 
Romans 8:30. 

If you want to expose a Calvinist 
preaching the gospel at a Kentucky 
Baptist boarding school, I am avail­
able. 

Michael Spencer 
Oneida 

her doing. I expressed anger at the ef­
fects of narrow-minded fundamental­
ists' policies, and sadness. My hurt is 
very small, when compared with that 
of denominational leaders who have 
suffered much. I know others who 
have lost places of service and jobs. 

Since 1988, Southern Baptists 
have spent a significant amount of 

-While the Recorder has editorial­
izea in the past regarding problems 
with five-point Calvinism, our staff 
strives to present news coverage in a 
straight and unbiased manner. Of 
course, we have constraints on the 
amount of space available. Had the 
Recorder run the full unedited Bap­
tist Press coverage of the Founders 
Conference, it would have taken near­
ly two pages out of a 16-page paper. 

One of the things that has caused 
the Recorder to be cited by our col­
leagues across the nation as one of the · 
best state Baptist newspapers is con­
cise editing. We believe our readers 
appreciate this service. 

Education Today. My editor informed 
me that at present I can still write for 
it- the question is not required yet, 
but I expect will be soon. 

It is a congregation 
whose members give 
support to the Southern 

COMMENTARY 
time and money on 
me. I have received 
training in special ed-

The irony is I wrote on a 2.5 grade 
level, simply telling the Bible story, 
then designing a variety of activities 
to emphasize applying the session's 
Bible truth to .one's everyday life. I 
challenge any "fundamentalist, mod­
erate or liberal" to find anything in my 
13 months of writing with which they 
would disagree. 

Baptist Convention, the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship, the Alliance of 
Baptists, the Virginia Baptist Mission 
Board and our local Henry County 
Baptist Association. 

My friend was apologetic as she 
explained that I could no longer write 
curriculum for Southern Baptists. I do 
not blame her, of course; this is not of 

no different from other organiza­
tions. If we do not work and minis­
ter in the realm of the su­
·pematural, then the world 
has a right to be disap­
pointed in us. I am thrilled 
to hear young ministers 
talk "about their convic­
tions that God wants to do 
a mighty work in Ken­
tucky. 
■ Vision & values. It 

is my dream that the Ken- . 
tucky Baptist Convention 8111 Mackey 
staff can be driven by 
God-given core values and vision as 
a servant body of Christ committed 
to serve the churches. The conven- . 
tion staff is tn a nine-month process 
to clarify and state values, develop a 

ucation conference 
leading and led conferences on min­
istering with disabled children and 
adults from New York to Florida. I 
have participated in several writers' 
conferences and written curriculum 
for youth and adults with mental re­
tardation. 

I have also written four articles for 
our denominational magazine, Special 

That's beside the point, political­
ly. Of course, my friends with retar­
dation do not care about theological 
political correctness. It only matters 
that I love them and share Christ. 
Margaret Caldwell is a member of Star­
ling Avenue Baptist Church in Martins­
ville, Va. This article originally appeared 
in the Religious Herald of Virginia. 

vision and mission statement and es- So relationships involve love, for­
tablish big objectives to help fulfill giveness and reconciliation. It is the 
the vision. We hope to unveil the Jesus in me who identifies with the 
vision and values statements during Jesus in you that enables us to trust 

the November conven- and develop meaningful relation­
tion. Please join us in ships. God has shown me that he 
prayer for God to reveal plan$ to bring Kentucky Baptists to-
his plans for us. gether. Reconciliation is a God thing. 
■ Relationship. The ■ Service. Customer service 

late Oscar Thompson stat- must be the passion and competency 
ed that ·"relationship" is of a service organization. This means 
the most precious word in ·the:KBC staff must be dedicated to 
the English language. He serve the churcbes. l)ntil the church­
wrote a book on the value es are effectively :5erving t~e,ir com­
of relationships in sharing- munities we have not been effective. 
the gospel. . The gospel · • This is a big responsibility but we 
travels the lin~s of rela- have a powerful and resourceful God. 

tionships. Relationships are built on Pray for the convention staff as we 
trust. Trust is anchored in the power accept this challenge. • -
of God to change human nature so 
we can trust. But it also involves 
grace because none of us is perfect. 

Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

• 



Study of purses proves theory 
of black holes: They're heavy 
HESAID Let us now discuss the peculiarities 

of women's purses. Yet who can plumb 
the depths of a woman's purse, either 
literally or figuratively? 

I haven't done any scholarly research 
on the history of purses, but I think they 
must somehow be descended from 
saddlebags. Any male who's ever been 
asked to hold his wife or girlfriend's 
purse for a moment knows why it's 

Mark Wingfield important to be quickly relieved of this 
burden. Those things are heavy. 

In fact, I wonder if all the medical research on 
osteoporosis has taken this into account. Maybe older 
women don't lose height because their bones are shrinking; 
maybe they get stooped over from all those years of hauling a 
medicine cabinet/suitcase on their shoulders. 

A purse selection tells you volumes about a woman. Those 
dainty purses that hold little more than a bundle of facial 
tissues are dating purses. Women use those so they won't 
scare off men. 

Somewhere around wedding day, the purse gets upgraded 
from small to large. And then when the first child comes 
along, another purse upgrade is due, from large to extra 
jumbo. And that's in addition to the diaper bag. · 

My mother is the queen of big purses. This is due not only 
to being a mother but to being a schoolteacher for too many 
years. Schoolteachers don't really have purses, and they don't 
really have briefcases. They somehow merge the two into .a 

J , ca~ry-all, sort of tt:Je_ w~rdrobe equivalent of a U-Haul truck. 
• What's scary is· that' Alison is on track to beat niy mother ·· 

at the purse game. • 
. Of course, I shouldn't complain. We men love to make 

jokes about the size of women's purses. But that doesn't stop 
us from handing off plenty of stuff to help fill those purses. 
It's nice to have access to a traveling storage closet without 
having to haul it. 

SHESAID I never could top Mark's mom in the 
large purse category. Before she started 
having back trouble (and one wonders if 
her purses contributed to that condition) 
she carried a carpet bag, not a purse. 

Mark doesn't seem to mind my purse 
when he wants to put sunglasses, 
aspirin and other paraphernalia into it. I 
should make him start carrying it when 
he overloads me with stuff. The boys 

Alison Wingfield have caught on too, wanting me to put 
-~ their toys. in when we go somewhere. 

Mark didn't complain when we put two water bottles and 
some candy in for the movie theater to save mucho amounts 
of money (don't tell the manager). We did buy a soft drink to 
salve our consciences. 

In the past (pre-kids), I always carried a small- to 
medium-size purse. I never was into those big purses. How 
things change as we get older. I think I got so used to having 
the diaper bag to put extra stuff in, I had to upgrade my purse 
size when the diaper bag finally went by the wayside (about a 
year later than we had anticipated). 

I did try to go back to a smaller purse last fall; but then I 
couldn't even get my wallet in and out ofit without a struggle, 
and I didn't want to downgrade my wallet size also, so that 
was the end of that experiment. 

What I want to know is where do all the pens I stick in my 
purse go when I actually need them? A friend -of ours said he 
calls his wife's purse the black hole. Once something goes in 
it, it's gone, never to be found again. 

Which just goes to show you that the Bible is right: You 
shouldn't store up your treasures here on earth-especially in 
a purse. 

OPINION 
Is postmodern ism for such a time as this? 

Amid all the tum-of-the-century hype filling the 
airwaves these days, a special breed of commotion is 
taking root among some Christians. Let's call it Post­
modern Pandemonium. 

This has become the favorite target of some preach­
ers and Christian speakers. To hear them tell it, post­
modernism is the greatest threat to Christianity since 
Nero. 

This works well as a setup for preaching, because 

And no one can deny that we stand in the midst of 
a sea change in how our world will be understood in 
the future. Not just because the calendar says it's time 
for a new millennium, but because our modem way 
of looking at the world really is changing. 

For evidence, look no further than the changing 
perspectives from boomers to busters to Gen-Xers. 
The rationalism of the modem era is losing ground, 
and the cycle· of thought spawned by the Enlighten­

in the minds of most people "postmodem­
ism" is a vague concept, sort of the new 
successor to "secular humanism" and "rad­

EDITORIAL 
ment is coming to a natural end. This pre­
sents itself politically in the fall of com­
munism, sociologically in the abandoned 

ical feminism" as favorite whipping boy. Postmod­
ernism seems to have become for these people a catch­
all phrase to describe everything they deem threaten­
ing to their faith and well-being. 

notion of institutions as saviors and theologically in 
changing worship styles. 

Sometimes I wonder if those who rail against post- -
modernism could define it if asked, but I wonder even 
more if those who hear them have any clue what is 
being said. After all, there is disagreement even among 
academics on what this term means. 

That's disconcerting to anyone who wants to live 
in a purely black-and-white world. The rationalism 
under which most of us who are boomers orolder were 
raised thrives on black and white-everything explain­
able, everything quantifiable, nothing unsearchable. 

Rather than viewing the onset of the postmodern 
era as a threat, thoughtful Christians should see it as 
an ideal moment for faith. Yet the way some folks are talking and lecturing, 

you'd think a committee of the world's great minds 
had held a summit to define the future, complete with 
goals and a vision statement. That has not happened. 

In one sense, there is a well-defined school of 
thought among some academics who label themselves 
as postmodemists. This is vastly complicated territo­
ry debated in arcane idetail by philosophers, but it's 
far-removed from the vocabulary or understanding of 
the average person, even the average well-educated 
person: 

Properly understood, the gospel is not about black­
and-white answers to every question (although clear­
ly there are some unchanging truths about humanity's 
sinful condition, God's love and the salvation offered 
through Christ). Rather, the gospel is a call to step 
into the future without knowing what it holds. 

In Christian circles we call this faith. Faith demands 
not being able to explain everything. 

The Apostle Paul described this as "seeing through 
a glass darkly." ·, •• 

• In reality, the term "postmodern" simply is a way 
of talking about the period of time that comes after 
modernity. That alone is not threatening. 

God Will riot be"in·tne future merely be.cause we 
strive to carry him with us into the future on our own 
terms, even if they are cloaked in religious talk. Rath­
er, God is waiting for us in the future, beckoning us to 
continue following him. 

Perhaps the real issue is that some brands of reli­
gious understanding require an identified enemy to 
survive. Without someone or something to rail against 
as the next greatest threat, the message falls flat and 
it's hard to rally the troops to action. 

This is not to say that our world is not without dan­
gers and evils. Indeed it is. 

We should not view the future as a threat but as an 
opportunity,--an opportunity not only to speak a new 
word for Christ but to hear the words of Christ spoken 
to us anew. 

Who then can be saved? 
By Don Cole 

Jesus looked at him and said, "How 
hard it is for the rich to enter the king­
dom of God! Indeed, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a nee­
dle than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of God. " Those who heard 
this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 
(Luke 18:24-26) 

This question came 
to Jesus at the ·conclu­
sion of his discourse 
with the rich young rul­
er. Jesus had · talked 
about the young man' s 
relationship to worldly 
possessions. He was rich . 
in worldly goods and 
had been a keeper of the 
law. Jesus then said he 
should sell all his possessions to fol­
low him. The young man became very 
sorrowful when he heard what Jesus 
said. 

Why did the crowd ask this ques­
tion? There always were those who 
would come to Jesus and seek to en­
trap him or have him justify their way 
of life. Perhaps there were others in 
the crowd who were struggling with 

the fact that they wanted a relation­
ship with God but on their own terms. 

We should note that Jesus is not 
condemning riches. It was not wealth 
that kept the young ruler from the 
kingdom of God. It was his relation­
ship to those riches. 

There are people today who are 
trusting in their riches; They see their 
riches as their salvation. Some years 

ago some people were 
talking about God and 
spiritual matters. They 
were talking about who 
God was and their rela­
tionship to him. In the 
course of the conversa­
tion one man patted his 
hip pocket which 
showed the imprint of 
his billfold and said, 
"This is my God." When 

anyone lets his possessions become 
the rule of life he will miss out on the 
kingdom of God. 

They are a young family. The chil­
dren began attending our church dur­
ing vacation Bible school three years 
ago. Our van would pick them up and 
take them home. We visited and 
talked with the parents personally and 
by telephone. We kept inviting them 

- Mark Wingfield 

and encouraging them to attend-our 
services. One day I received a call re­
questing prayer for the husband who 
had been in an accident. Luckily his 
seat belt was fastened. 

That day I went to the home and 
visited and had prayer with the fami­
ly. Later in the week I visited again. 
During the visit I shared with them the 
plan of salvation and asked if they 
would trust Jesus and follow him. The 
husband, wife and two young boys 
gave their heart to Jesus. They are now 
active members of our church. 

During one of our Sunday servic­
es I asked the husband to give his tes­
timony. He related to the congrega­
tion about the wreck and stated that 
he had been trying to work things out 
on his own. He had learned through 
the experience that you trust God and 
do what he wants and then things 
work out. 

The answer Jesus gave to the ques-
. tion he was asked is, "What is impos­
. sible with men is possible with God." 
When people are willing to open their 

hearts and lives to 
Jesus they can be 
saved. 

Don Cole is pastor of 
Salem Baptist Church 
near Brandenburg 
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RESOURCES 
This week's 

questions: 

■ How does my work 
affect my children? 

■ How can a single 
adult stay sexually pure? 

Q. How does my work affect my 
children? 

Work meets many legitimate and 
significant needs, including providing 
feelings of competence, indepen­
dence, self-worth, appreciation and 
belonging. At the same time, with so 
many children growing up in homes 
where both parents work, we must 
wonder what impact our commitment 
to work has on our children. 

In her book "The Time 
Bind," sociologist _Arlie 
Hochschild says this: 

I Work forces many 
children to keep adult 
schedules, even during 
summer months and at 
times when school is not 
in session. 

I Work schedules re­
duce family time to a "cult 
of efficiency," where "quality time" 
attempts to replace "quantity time." 
We try to get the same results with a 
lesser time investment. 

I Work tires parents out to the ex­
tent that we often find ourselves too 
tired emotionally, as well as physical­
ly, to do the hard work of parenting. 
Discipline often slips. 

I Work makes it extremely diffi­
cult to monitor children and to really 
know what they're up to, who they're 
spending time with and what they're 
getting involved in. 

I Finally, work increasingly insti­
tutionalizes children, as parents "out­
source" more and more responsibility 
for the care and raising of their chil­
dren. 

In light of these factors, parents 
may want to ask themselves some 
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hard questions: At what point should 
I put my child's needs ahead of my 
own? How would life be different for 
my child ifl did not work? How much 
income do we really gain? What oth­
er prices are being paid? 

• Obviously, single parents have to 
work, but for many of us, work may 
be more optional than perhaps we 
want to admit. If nothing else, the 
hours we work may need to be re­
duced. - David Garrard 

Q. To say that single 
adults get mixed signals 
these days about sexual­
ity would be an under­
statement. What can one 
do in a practical way to 
be sexually pure in a sex­
ually saturated world? 

One place to start is to 
minimize the sexual saturation part 
of the equation: eliminate from your 
entertainment diet as much as pos­
sible those things which are de­
signed to elicit sexual arousal. This 
would be consistent with Paul's ad­
vice in Philippians 4:8 to think about 
whatever is "true, honorable, just, 
pure, pleasing, commendable, excel­
lent and worthy of praise." To a 
great extent, we choose what we see 
in movies, TV, Internet, magazines 
and other forms of media. To choose 
those things which edify is a form 
of spiritual discipline. 

Also, we need to do a better job 
as churches in celibacy education 
and empowerment. Celibacy is not 
something God imposes on us, it is 
something he partners with us. 
Again, it's a spiritual discipline, and 

as such should be a part of our reg­
ular prayer life and walk with God. 

There are practical steps you can 
take when someone pressures you 
who .does not share -your commit­
ment to celibacy. One writer sug­
gests that you: (1) clearly state your 
position; (2) explain the reason you 
hold that position; (3) refuse coer­
cive behavior; (4) seek concurrence, 
agreement, acceptance of your po­
sition; (5) demonstrate voice, affec­
tive and non-verbal skills consistent 
with your message and situation. 

You can become confident and 
effective at expressing views which 
contrast with those of the dominant 
culture (Romans 12:2). An excellent 
conference which will treat these 
topics with humor, insight and sen­
sitivity will take place this fall in 
Lexington. Harold Ivan Smith, au­
thor of books which answer ques­
tions on single adult sexuality and 
spirituality, will speak on these top­
ics at a seminar scheduled for Nov. 
20-23. ·For more information on 
"Keeping the Balance: Sexuality 
and Spirituality for Single Adults," 
please call (606) 266-3174. -
James Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, 
minister to children at St. Matthews Bap­
tist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, 
minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist 
Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Camp­
bellsville University; Wade Rowatt, direc­
tor of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counsel­
ing Cente°r in Louisville; and Al Shackle­
ford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Sendquestionsfor Family Forum to West­
ern Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 
40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

REAL LIFE 
visits Heath 
High School 
Order the Fall issue 
today by calling 
244-6470 in metro 
Louisville or (888) 
254-5729 toll-free 
statewide 

Ideal for: 
♦ Outreach 
♦ Family. ministry 
♦ Youth groups • 

Discounts available 
for bulk copies 

When investing, 
think long-term 
By Don Spencer 

Is some of your retirement 
money invested in the stock mar­
ket? If so, you're probably like 

• many other 
people who 
are con­
cerned about 

-

recent ex­
treme volatil­
ity in the 
stock market. 

Remem­
ber that stock 

investments are always to be 
treated as long-term investments. 
By long term, generally we refer 
to five years or more. Day-to-day 
and week-to~week volatility 
should not be a major concern tQ 
you. Why? History gives the an­
swer: 

Using averages from the stock 
market as a whole, assume a per­
son held onto stocks for a five­
year period anytime from 1926 
through 1996. They could have 
experienced average losses of 
12.5 percent per year in the worst 
five years. In the best five-year 
period, they would have aver­
aged a 23.9 percent gain. • 

Change the holding time for 
those stocks to IO years and in 
the worst I 0-year period they 
could have averaged losing 0.9 
percent per year. The average 
per-year gain during the best 10 
years would have been 20.1 per­
cent. 

Now, change the holding time 
to 20 years. The worst 20 years 
averaged a 3.1 percent gain and 
the best 20 years averaged a 16.9 
percent increase. 

Time is your friend when in­
vesting in stocks. Use time, not 
timing to your advantage. (Tim­
ing is the getting in and out of 
stocks trying to beat the market. 
Very few people do this success­
fully .) 

When big losses in the mar­
ket occur, remember, you've 
only Jost some of the added gain. 
For example, consider someone 
in a market index fund in 1998. 
They began the year with 
$100,000. In late July, their ac­
count had grown to more than 
$120,500. They were upset when 
they discovered on Aug. 5, their 
account balance had reduced to 
$112,000. They could focus on 
the $8,500 Joss. 

However, suppose they had 
invested in a money market fund . 
to avoid the volatility. On Aug. 
5, their balance would have been 
less than $104,000. Instead of 
grieving over the $8,500 loss, 
they should focus on the added 
$8,000 gain. 

"Is the glass half empty or half 
full?" It' s a matter of perspective . 

. The same is true of your invest­
ments in the stock market. 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
plamier and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's annuity department 
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SUPER SATURDAY Kentucky Baptists attended a Super Saturday training 
conference at Unity Baptist Church in Ashland. The Kentucky Baptist Convention is 
sponsoring six training sessions throughout the state this month. ■ Left: Susan 
Shelton, of Versailles, recommended that church preschool programs schedule a 
parents' night out during the Christmas season when adult classes have their 
Sunday school parties. ■ Abov_e: Jeff Maxey, minister of education at Eastwood 
Baptist church in Bowling Green, encouraged teachers of teenagers to write out 
their own testimonies but also to live out their relationships with God. "Be prepared 
to share with youth who you are and what God has done in your life by being real, " 
he said. ■ Top right: Dick Ham, center, music minister at First Baptist Church of 
Richmond, talks with Ben Clark, right, music minister at Fairview Baptist Church in 
Westwood, and Ray Cossett, a choir member at Unity Baptist Church in Ashland. 
Ham led a conference on the contemporary worship debate. ■ Middle right: Hazel 
Sadler, of Fairview Baptist Church in Ashland, practices sharing her testimony with 
Sandy Neal, of Oakland Avenue Baptist Church in Catlettsburg. ■ Bottom right: 

• Sandra Bragg, of First Baptist Church of Paducah, encouraged youth workers not 
to think of Sunday school teaching as just a Sunday morning job. Ministering and 
changing lives should be high priorities, she said. 

Consultant: Change doesn't have to cause church chaos I 
By Terri Lackey 
SBC Uteway Christian Resources 

RIDGECREST, N.C. (BP)-Hu­
man beings are born for change-they 
just don't know it. 

"We are risk-takers. We learn to 
walk without worrying about falling," 
Bob Sheffield told a group attending 
a church leadership conference. 

· But before long, humans learn to 
fear change and the challenges it 
brings, said Sheffield, a consultant in 
the pastor-staff leadership department 
at Life Way Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention. 

"We learn early to be conservative. 
Nobody accepts change equally well. 
The young can be just as provincial 
in resisting change as older people." 

Consequently, Sheffield said, it is 
up to church leaders to ease members 
into a significant transformation when 
it becomes necessary. 

"Certain changes cause a great deal 
of problems in the church," he said. 
"You need to get in touch with the 
basic ways you can be a leader of 
change without causing chaos." 

But first, Sheffield said, leaders 
must examine some unhealthy ap-

~ proaches to change that should be 
avoided. 

A common approach to ch_ange 

among leaders, Sheffield said, is the 
"Ostrich Syndrome, sticking one's 
head in the sand and pretending 
change isn't happening. "That not 
only will not avoid chaos, it will cre­
ate it," he said. 

Leaders might also attempt to force 
the change. "When leaders. force 
change, people don't get aboard. If 
they don't own it, they blame others 
if it goes down the tubes." 

Often, leaders "will announce 
change and hope for the best" or, 
equally wrong, they will tell the con­
gregation "they know what's best" for 
the church and instigate change with 
no discussion. 

Sheffield said it is necessary to get 
the church to buy into change. 

"You have to train people to do 
things differently. With strategic plan­
ning, you can bring people along with 
you," he said 

Ifthe church gets involved in cre­
ating a mission and vision statement 
for its future, members will get per­
sonally involved in change, he added. 
For change to take place within a 
church without major disruptions or 
chaos, Sheffield said members first 
must pray for God's guidance and 
seek a God-sized vision. 

"If we can accomplish our vision 
without God's help, it's too small," he 

said. 
Change is worth the energy it 

takes, Sheffield said, when it is done 
to set new goals, adapt new methods 
for carrying out a church's mission, 
change outdated behaviors or beliefs, 
correct or update organization and 
procedure, include more people in the 
mission of the church and involve the 
church in current reality. 

Likewise, it is more accepted when 
it is understood, when the people help 
create it, when it doesn't threaten any­
one's security, when it comes from 
goals previously established, when it 
follows a series of successful changes 
and when too much change hasn't al­
ready taken place within the church. 

Whenever a church is about to un­
dergo significant changes, opposition 
probably will be put forth by some 
church members, Sheffield said. If 
leaders know some of the reasons why 

. people resist change, he said, they can 
be prepared to counteract it. 

Resistance to change has its place, 
Sheffield acknowledged. 

For example, resistance can clari­
fy purpose, communication and plans. 

"It makes people stop to look at the 
purpose and whether they are commu­
nicating that purpose clearly. It helps 
us re-evaluate our plans- and to dou­
ble check ourselves." 
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ISSUES 
Scientists link church activity to lower blood pressure 

The odds of the 
findings happening 

by chance were 
less than one in 

10,000. 

By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

DURHAM, N.C. (ABP)-Going 
to church is not only good for the soul, 
it might help the body as well. 

Several studies have linked health 
with faith . The latest suggests reli­
gious activity helps maintain lower 

· blood pressure in senior adults. 
In a study of 4,000 North Carolina 

residents age 65 and older, Duke Uni­
versity researchers found the faithful 
were less likely to have high blood 
pressure than those who didn't partic­
ipate in religious activities. 

People who attended worship ser­
vices and prayed or studied the Bible 
at least once a week were 40 percent 
less likely to have diastolic hyperten­
sion, which is associated with heart 
attacks and strokes, according to the 
study. 

The findings hold up even when. 
other factors such as sex, race, smok­
ing and chronic illnesses are taken into 
account; said Harold Koenig, who co­
authored the study. 
. . Koenig, director of Duke Medical 
Center's Center for the Study of Reli­
gion/Spirituality and Health; said re- . 
searchers aren't sure why religion 

helps control blood pressure in older 
people, but he speculated that church­
es might provide a support system that 
helps them during stressful times. 

"If you .cope with stress better, 
your blood pressure isn't going to be 
as high," Koenig said. 

"Religious people have better sup­
port systems which keep them health­
ier," addedLinda George, a Duke so­
ciology professor who co-authored 
the study. "The sense of meaning and 
kind of comfort that religious beliefs 
provide make them more resistant to 
stress.es both physical and social." 

While religion had a positive effect 
on blood pressure in all groups in the 
study, it was particularly strong in 
African-Americans and in those 
younger than 75. Koenig said hyper­
tension in the older group is probably 
more related to poor health than to 
psychological or spiritual factors. 

Researchers conducted the study in 
three waves in 1986, 1989 and 1992 
to confirm that religious activity, and 
not some unrelated variable, was re­
sponsible for lower blood pressures. 
In each phase, participants were asked 
to evaluate their own level of religious 
activity and were monitored for blood 
pressure and other health factors. 

In analyzing the data, researchers 
accounted for health factors that might 
prevent people from attending church. 
"In this way, we were able to rule out 
the possibility that high blood pressure 
affectedreligious participation rather 
than the other way around," Koenig 
said. 

Researchers also investigated the 
theory that religious people had low 0 

er blood pressure because they were 
more likely to comply with anti-hy­
pertensive medical treatment. While 
they did find religious participants 
more likely to comply, it was not 
enough to explain the lower blood 
pressures, Koenig said. _ 

• Koenig said the odds of the find­
ings happening by chance were less 
than one in 10,000. . • 

Herbert Benson, president of the 
Mind/Body Medical Institute and as­
sociated with Harvard Medical 
School, told Associated Press the 
Duke study presents further evidence 
"that belief is inexorably connected to 
body as body is to mind." 

Several earlier studies also have 
linked faith and health. 

I In a landmark 1988 study, San 
Francisco cardiologist Randolph Byrd 
divided 393 patients into two groups 

Americans believe these are the 'good old days' 
"One of the 

reasons underlying 
people's sense of 

security is their 
religious faith. 

Overall, seven out 
of 1 D Americans 

describe 
themselves as 
religious, and 

nearly two-thirds 
say they are 'a 

committed 
Christian."' 

Religion researcher 
George Barna 

By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

ligious pluralism, he said. 
"Despite all of the talk about the 

encroachment of non-Christian 
OXNARD, Calif. (ABP)- Most faiths in America, the reality is that 

Americans believe these are the more than four out of five people 
"good old days," according to a new still view themselves as Christian," 
survey by the Barna Research he said. "The real transformations 
Group, an observer of U.S. religious relate to what people believe the 
trends. content of the Christian faith to be 

"Most Americans possess a pos- and how dedicated they are to liv­
itive view of life at the end of the ing out the precepts of Christianity. 
20th c;entury," reported George Bar- "The fact that so many people be­
na, the firm's president and founder. have in ways that contradict the 

"Three out of four say they are principles of the faith they claim to 
either completely or mostly satisfied possess may be attributed to spiritu­
with their life these days," Barna al ignorance as much as to cultural 
said. "A similar portion (76 percent) • seduction." 
are 'excited about the future."' The new research reveals "peo-

Two-thirds of Americans told re- ple view life in very different ways," 
searchers they are comfortable fi- · Barna said. He cited several demo­
nancially. Meanwhile, only about graphic factors that help determine 
one-third indicated they feel Americans' outlook: 
"stressed out," and a similar num- ■ Gender. "Women emerged·as 
ber said they are "searching for much more likely than men to de­
meaning in life." scribe .themselves as religious (76 

"One of the reasons underlying percent versus 64 percent), as Chris­
people's sense of security is their re- tian (86 percent/77 percent) and as 
ligious faith," Barna said. "Overall, a committed Christian (69 percent/ 
seven out of 10 Americans describe • 53 percent)," he said. 
themselves as religious; and nearly "Men Were more than twice as 
two~thirds say they are '.a commit- likely as women to declare that they 
ted Christian.'" . are atheist, agnostic or have no reli-

Several other indicators revealed gious· faith (15 percent versus 6 per­
faith is vital to· most Americans, he • cent)." 
added. ■ Financial status. Increase in 

For example, 83 percent said "re- . income reduces Americans' reli­
ligious faith is very important" to gious ties, the survey showed. 
them. • "Upscale individuals also tend to 

This feeling pervades even the be more satisfied with life, more ex­
"least overtly religious segments of . dted about the future and more apt 
the population," Barna said. He cit- to believe they are seen as leaders 
ed agreement with this statement and are more likely to acknowledge 
among vast majorities of men (77 • living in financial comfort," Barna 
percent), residents of the Northeast explained. "The affluent are less 
(77 percent), single adults (79 per- likely to ... be searching for mean-
cent), baby busters (81.percent) and • ing in life." -
liberals (74 percent). ■ Ethnicity. White adults are the 

Research shows Christianity is .Americans who are most likely to 
holding its own, even in a day of re- feel satisfied with their life, to say 
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they are financially comfortable and 
to describe themselves as Christian, 
research discovered . 

Conversely, non-whites are al­
most twice as prone to search for 
life's meaning and to feel stressed 
out. 
■ Age. Baby Busters- Ameri­

cans from 18 to 32- are the least 
likely to say they are religious (62 
percent), Christian (72 percent) or 
committed Christians (46 percent). 

Baby Bciomers- age 33 to 51-
are the ones most likely to define 
themselves as leaders (69 percent) and 
financially comfortable (68 percent). 

Older Americans- a.ge 52 and 
up-are the most religious, most per­
vasively Christian, the most satisfied 
with their lives and the most likely to 
. be conservative. 
■ Location. People who live in the 

Northeast are the least likely to be 
politically conservative. They paired 
with residents of the West to be the 
Americans least likely to be religious 
and Christian. 

Residents in the South and Mid­
west hold similar views and are more 
likely than people elsewhere to de­
scribe themselves as religious, Chris­
tian and committed Christians. 
■ Marriage. Married people are 

more likely than singles to define 
themselves as religious, Christian, 
committed Christians, conservative, 
financially comfortable, lea,ders and 
satisfied with life, the survey showed. 

Singles are more inclined to search 
for meaning and to be politically lib­
eral. 
■ Parenthood. Adults with chil­

dren under age 18 who live at home 
are more likely than empty-nest par­
ents to admit they are searching for 
meaning, stressed and also excited 
about the future. They also are only 
half as likely as empty-nesters to say 
they are liberal. 

arid assigned half to be prayed for by 
Christians. Byrd found those who 
were prayed for were three times less 
likely to suffer from congestive heart 
failure or other complications during 
recovery than those not prayed for. 

I In a study· of patients recovering 
from complicated medical proce­
dures, patients who received daily and 
lengthy visits from a chaplain recov­
ered more quickly than those who re­
ceived only routine visits. 

I A 1995 study at Dartmouth­
Hitchcock Medical Center found that 
one of the best predictors in surviving 
heart surgery was patients who said 
they drew comfort and strength from 
their faith. 

I Studies show that men and wom­
en who attend church regularly are 
half as likely to die from coronary or 
artery disease than those who rarely 
go to church. Lower rates of depres­
sion and anxiety-related illnesses are 
found among the faithful. 

I People who don't attend church • 
are four times more likely to commit 
suicide than regular attenders. 

The Duke study was to be pub­
lished in the August issue of the In­
ternational Journal of Psychiatry in 
Medicine. 

Callers blasting 
Presbyterian 
gun resolution 

LOUISVILLE (RNS)---'-Re~ 
action to a call by the Presbyteri­
an Church (HS.A.) for its mem­
bers to volur).tarilyremoye hand­
guns and assault weapons from 
their home~ has beeri running9~ 
1 .against, according to a church 
spokesman . • • • • 

Neatly 300 phone calls and e­
mails~ most of which blasted the 
non-binding resohitiori- have_ •• 
been received at the church's 

• Louisville headquarters, said 
• spokesman Jerry Van Marter. 

. Kathy Lancaster, a church . 
• ' w.orker who deals with criminal 

justice issues, characterized the ••• 
reaction as "vigorous, vicious 
and universally negative," ac­
tordingto a' report by Ecurpeni-
cal Newsintern.ational. T • . '•,, 

• The resolution calls on the de'- '. 
nomination's' 2.6 million mem~ • 
bers to ''intentionally . work to0 

,, ward removi,ng handguns and> 
... assault -.yeapons" from hom.esi_n .·· .. 
·an.effort to protect children from· 
'violence,. • ., • , ·.· ••• . .• • . ,. •• 

. .. .. . Church officials said they do . 
. riot believe the .highly . negative ,:(. 

•••. ·reactionis.reflectiyeof Presbyte~·:··'/ 
. riaris sii;ite many responding tg //. 
<'the resohition did riot rne-rifion •··· • 

'.t~~~1:t?tafcfs::~?~ld:;~i·••. 
}she b,elie~6s the response may bt 
/ part ·· of, an 9rganized protest 

:· against the . Jl1.ea~ure bepause •••• 
rriaqy of.the mes~ages c,ontained ·• • 

< tile sai'lle laJ:iguage, fi.. spokesman/ 
•• • for theNationaJ Rifle.Associatiqn 

told ET'.Il he knew of.no orga­
nized / campaign• against -the 
c,:hurch. •• •• •• '· • 

~ 
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Change in religious liberty bill divides supporters 
WASHINGTON (ABP)- A 

U.S. House of Representatives pan­
el has approved a bill that would 
bolster religious liberty, but only 
after stripping from the bill a major 
provision, and dividing supporters 
in the process . 

At a hastily called meeting Aug. 
6, the House Subcommittee on the 
Constitution made changes in the 
Religious Liberty Protection Act, 
leaving the bill's supporters scram­
bling to decide whether they will 
continue their full support. 

Lawmakers removed a provision 
that relied on Congress' power to 
regulate interstate commerce, one of 
three key provisions in the bill. 

Left intact are the bill's protec­
tions under the spending powers and 
a separate provision to protect reli­
gious groups from restrictive zoning 

. laws. 

South Carolina 
'.; official OKs Ten 
'•.:Cob,mandments 
'sr;/Jaol displays· 

''<-: ,,~.--;, . • 

, COLUMBIA, S.C (RNS).....:.:.. 
'The Ten Commandments can be 
displayed in South Carolina pub­
lic schools, according to a non­
binding opinion of the state's at­
torney general. 

"A. public school is not a 
place of religion," said Charlie 
Condon, a Republican. "But re­
ligion has a constitutional place 
in the public .schools." 

Condon said the comrnand­
i:n:entsmust be part of an exhibit 
aimed at teaching students abouc 
history, culture or law. He said 
posting them alone probably 
would be unconstitutional, .• As­
sociated Press reported. 
,,, The opinion also approved 
all_ci\Ving school boards to begin . 
theiimeetirigs with prayer. . 

Students .have a free-speech 
Jighf to display the command­
ments but the state cannot .en~ 
dcirse them, he said. 
• • Steve Bates, executive direc­

. tor·0fthe American Civil Liber­
ties Union's South Carolina 

• chapter; predicted legal actio.o 
after the ruling. 

• ••He.'.s put us on notice to gear 
up our legal' machinery in antic­
ipation of taking a n.umber of 

·• <. these issues to court," he said ... \ 
, :} ·Condon'sopinion'was issue~!. ; 

;.at t,~e. request of state Rep. Bracl >' 
Jt;>rdari, a; brother of Henry 1.orf < <' oari~~rpemberofthe State,Boarct .x 

' > of Education whc{has launched , •·· 
'. , a c,rusade to . get public scryools /,; 
; ·. tq gisplay the Ten Commani;F • 
·"' ,ajerits. ... . , . , ·' . ;' , 

:;< Jordan's .crusade drew ·nt >, 
i ' fronal.attentfoh-+--andcontrovet~:}:; 
:i \iy7when he was' a.sked • at a \ 

bo¥dmeiting ho\V Buddhistfo{; 
·Muslii:n:s 'tnighfreact to the proSf 

,. posal.ije respcirided,. "Sqrewth¢ { 
, Buddhists .•. and Jdll the. Mus~,< .t:::;:,hd put,t~at in ,' t~emiil~;\[i, 

The bill was introduced after the 
Supreme Court struck down por­
tions of the Religious Freedom Res­
toration Act in 1997, saying Con­
gress lacked the authority to impose 
the law on the states. 

Like the old law, the proposed 
law would protect religious activi­
ties by making it harder for state and 
local governments to pass regula­
tions which happen to burden reli- ; 
gious practices. 

The change has left the 70-group 
coalition which helped draft the Re­
ligious Liberty Protection Act "frac­
tured," said a leader in the Coalition 
for the Free Exercise of Religion. 
But it appears that most are prepared 
to support a revised bill rather than . 
no bill at all. 

Subcommittee Chairman Charles 
Canady, R-Fla., said he removed the 
commerce provisions "reluctantly" 

because they "presented an insur­
mountable obstacle to the movement 
of this bill." 

'Tm trying to count votes here," 
Canady said in an interview. "I don't 
want to make this bill the enemy of 
what is possible." 

Brent Walker, general counsel 
for the Baptist Joint Committee, said 
it was "disappointing to take out the 
commerce provision, but I think it 
was impossible to pass while it was 
in there." The coalition was sched­
uled to meet soon to discuss its re­
sponse to the changes. 

Richard Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission, said he was 
disappointed by the change but 
would still support the proposed 
law. • 

Canady said the passage of 
RLPA out of the subcommittee is 

"an important step forward in the 
protection of religious freedom." 

Michael Farris, founder and pres­
ident of the Home School Legal De­
fense Association, was the primary 
opponent of using the commerce 
powers to protect religion. Farris' 
group, which has 58,000 dues-pay­
ing families, worked with other 
groups such as the Concerned 
Women for America to urge GOP 
leaders and other members of Con­
gress to oppose RLP A. 

Farris said using commerce pow­
ers to protect religion would protect 
only the rich and powerful religions 
while leaving smaller groups unpro­
tected. He also said it could lead to 
attempts by the government to reg­
ulate parents who home school. 

With additional reporting by Baptist 
Press 

Baptist school backs Sunday play agreement 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

CHICAGO (RNS)- The Nation­
al Collegiate Athletic Association has 
fashioned a compromise aimed at de­
fusing a controversy over some reli­
gious schools that object to playing 
championship games on Sundays. 

At a Chicago meeting of the 
NCAA's Division I board Aug. 11, 
new legislation was approved giving 
schools with policies against compet­
ing on a particular day for religious 
reasons an opportunity for accommo­
dation. 

With the new legislation, the 
NCAA division- which includes 
more than 300 of the largest colleges 
and universities- has superseded an 
April decision to eliminate a 35-year­
old rule accommodating schools op­
posed to playing championship games 
on Sundays. 

The previous decision prompted 
complaints from Campbell Universi­
ty, a Baptist school in Buies Creek, 
N.C., and Brigham Young University 

in Provo, Utah. . 
Both have rules forbidding Sunday • 

play, and their protest was supported 
by dozens of other schools. They 
came one vote short ofgetting the leg­
islation suspended when 99 schools 
requested an override by a July 6 
deadline. Under the rules, the board 
was required to reconsider its decision 
if only 30 requests were received. 

Under the new rule, a governing 
. sports committee would have to ac­

commodate those schools objecting to 
play on a specific day by changing the 
championship schedule. But the gov­
erning sports committee can petition 
for a waiver if accommodating a 
school would "unduly disrupt the or­
derly conduct of a championship." 

"Our concern in April was that 
Sunday was just one of the days that 
could be important to schools with 
religious beliefs that might prohibit 
their competition," said Kenneth 
Shaw, chair of the board. "In that re­
gard, the old rule didn't accommodate 
all of our membership." 

Shaw, chancellor of Syracuse Uni-

versity in upstate New Y <;>rk, said the 
board changed its mind after the cam­
paign opposing its action. 

"We heard clearly that the mem­
bership is concerned about preserving 
its principles and beliefs," he said in a 
statement. 'This action gets Sunday 
out of the issue, while stiil acknowl­
edging schools may have written pol­
icies that need to be accommodated." 

The two schools most concerned 
about the board's April decision have 
hard and fast rules about not playing 
on Sunday, and officials at Campbell 
and Brigham Young led the charge in 
urging their fellow Division I schools 
to request an override. 

"We recognize that this is a com­
plicated issue-one that is taken seri- · 
ously by all parties," said Campbell 
Athletic Director Tom Collins in a 
statement. "We are very appreciative 
that the NCAA Board of Directors has 
made an accommodation for schools 
such as Campbell and Brigham 
Young whose religious principles 
would prohibit them from competing 
on Sunday ... 

Pastor in Texas ordered to face war crimes court 
LAREDO, Texas (RNS)- A 

Rwandan pastor, who is accused of 
leading a group of soldiers to his 
church where hundreds of mostly 
Tutsis seeking refuge were slaugh­
tered in 1994, was ordered by a feder­
al judge in Texas Aug. 5 to surrender 
to a war crimes tribunal. 

Elizaphan Ntakirutimana, 73, had 
been living with his son in Laredo, 
Texas, when he was arrested in 1996. 

Ntakirutimana spent 14 months in 

a Texas jail until he was released in 
December by a U.S. magistrate who 
said a 1995 law allowing the return of 
alleged war criminals to tribunals in 
Rwanda and Bosnia was unconstitu­
tional. 

But on Wednesday, U.S. District 
Judge John Rainey ordered the retired 
Seventh-day Adventist minister to 
face the Tanzania-based U.N. Interna­
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
for Ntakirutimana's alleged involve-

ment in the massacre at his church, 
Associated Press reported. 

In 1994, about 500,000 Rwan­
dans- mostly Tutsis and Hutu mod­
erates- were systematically slaugh­
tered by extremist Hutus during fierce _ 
ethnic fighting. • • 

Ntakirutimana, described by hu-
. man rights groups and victims' rela- · 
tives as the senior person responsible 
for the complex where the . slayings 
took place, denies the charges. 

Group cries foul over baseball team's church pro~otion 
HAGERSTOWN, Md. (RNS)­

A minor league baseball team is 
probably committing religious dis­
crimination for offering fans a dis­
count on tickets if they bring church 
bulletins to Sunday games, the 
Maryland Commission on Human 
Relations says. 

The Hagerstown Suns, a Class A 
affiliate of the Toronto Blue Jays, 
offers families of up to six people a 
group admission price of $6 if they 

bring a church bulletin, Associated 
Press reported. 

But Carl Silverman of Waynes­
boro, Pa., said the team is violating 
laws against religious discrimination 
in places of public accommodation. 

"What the Suns are doing vio­
lates both state and federal anti-dis­
crimination provisions and we hope 
they (the team) will agree to resolve 
the issue," said Dwight Sullivan of 
the Maryland branch of the Ameri~ • 

can Civil Liberties Union, which 
joined the case on Silverman's side. 
. . On Aug. 5, the Maryland human 
relations agency found · probable 
cause for the discrimination claim. 
But the Suns said the promotion, 
which bas been going on •for five 
years, is not discriminatory and they 
have announced a "Faith Commu­
nity Night" at their Aug. 17 home 
.game to raise money for a legal .de­
fense fund. 

It appears most 
religion groups 
that helped draft 
the Religious 
Liberty Protection 
Act are prepared 
to support a 
revised bill rather 
than no bill at all. 

"We are very 
appreciative that 
the NCAA Board of 
Directors has made 
an accommodation 
for schools such 
as Campbell and 
Brigham Young 
whose religious 
principles would 
prohibit them from 
competing on 
Sunday." 
Tom Collins, Campbell 
University athletic 
director 
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Famed singer ordains sister 
when denomination won't 

PACOIMA, Calif. (RNS) ­
Famed gospel singer and pastor An­
drae Crouch and his twin sister hope 
her recent ordination will push their 
denomination, the Church of God in 
Christ, closer to dropping its ban on 
ordained women pastors. 

"I believe that when you have a 
sense within yourself that God is 
calling you to work in a particular 
part of the ministry, that no matter 
what gender you are, you should be 
able to answer that call," Sandra 
Croucti said. 

"You don't get a driver's license 
to learn how to drive. You get a li­
cense because you know how to 
drive," she added. 

Her brother, a multi-Grammy 
Award winner, named her assistant 
pastor in 1997 and views giving her 
credentials as "nothing but fair." 

Sandra Crouch, who also has won 
a Grammy for a gospel album, is now 
co-pastor of their New Christ Memo­
rial Church of God in Christ in Pacoi­
ma, Calif., a suburb of Los Angeles. 

"I just believe that God's agenda 
has no gender," Andrae Crouch said. 

Sandra Crouch described the three­
hour, music-filled ordination service 
that drew nearly l,000 people as a 
"very, very joyous occasion." 

Andrae Crouch's supervisory bish­
op declared the event unofficial. "It's 
not effective in the Church of God in 
Christ," said Bishop Bernard Hack­
worth of the denomination's Metro-

An offertory prayer 
One of my devotional practic­

es is to listen to God through the 
two channels through which he 
speaks, the gospel and life, and to 
formulate prayers which unite 
those two channels. 

Here is an offertory prayer I 
once prayed at my church. It was 
based upon Michel Quoist's 
Prayer Before a Twenty-Dollar 

politan Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of 
Southern California. "It's just some­
thing he's done in his local church, but 
the Church of God in Christ hasn't 
approved ... women as ordained el­
ders. Our constitution doesn't call for 
it and I'm going to stand by our con­
stitution." 

In ordaining his sister, Crouch ac­
tually broke two traditions of the na­
tion's largest black Pentecostal de­
nomination, which is estimated to 
have as many as 8.5 million members 
worldwide. Not only are women usu­
ally not ordained as pastors, pastors 
do not'have the authority to ordain. 

Robert Franklin, president of the 
Interdenominational Theological Cen­
ter in Atlanta, however, said there has 
been· a "growing threshold of toler­
ance" for increasing women's leader­
ship roles in the denomination. 

Franklin, who is a Church of God 
in Christ member, said women have 
been ordained for specific ministries, 
such as chaplaincy, but the pastorate 
has officially remained off-limits. 

Sandra Crouch enthusiastically re­
counts her work at the church-tuto­
rials, a feeding program, health fairs 
and other community work- and 
plans- to do more. 

"We're going against a tradition of 
our church ... and saying, 'Hey, we 
have women in our church who love 
God, who are called of God,"' she. 
said. 'Tm not taking a man's place. 
I'm just taking my place." 

what it has done in the course of 
its long, silent journey. 

It has provided food and shel­
ter for a family and paid for the 
saving visit of a doctor; it has 
bought the book which taught a 
child; it has also broken the mor­
als of the adolescent and made the 
adult a thief; it has bought the li­
quor that made the alcoholic, pro­

Bill in his l 963 book, 
"Prayers." May the 
reading of this prayer 
and Jesus' teaching in 
Luke 12:33-34 result in 
a better understanding 
of God's ability to take 
the money we give 
through our churches 
and Kentucky Baptist ' 
related causes and 
change it into his eter­
nal life, and then, may 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

duced the movie unfit 
for our children and re­
corded the indecent 
song; and it has paid for 
the weapons of crime 
and for the wood of the 
coffin. 

we be inspired to give Barry Allen 
more so he will have 
more to change for Christ's sake 
and for the sake of the world. 

Lord, only you know the se­
crets and the history of the money 
we give today. Because it can not 
speak it will never tell all that is 
hidden in its creases. 

Money is frightening because 
it can serve or destroy. There are 
those who have killed to possess 
it for a few hours just to have 
through it a little pleasure. We do 
not know through how many 
hands it has passed, Lord, nor 

But today, 0 Lord, 
we offer you this money 
with all its joyful and 
sorrowful mysteries. We 
thank you for all the life 
and joy it has given and 
ask your forgiveness for 
the harm it has done. 

Above all, we offer it to you as 
a symbol of all our labo'rs, a sym­
bol of indestructible money which 
tomorrow will be changed into 
your eternal life. Amen. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. 



:WORLD 
'God used m·e ·that day;;' says famous napalm victim I 
By Connie Schultz 
Religion News Service . 

CLEVELAND (RNS)-With one 
small, graceful gesture- merely inch­
ing up the sleeve of her sweater­
Phan Thi Kim Phuc becomes a jolt­
ing reminder of the devastation of war. 

The mottled, raised scars begin 
halfway up her forearm and claw their 
way around her shoulder and across 
her entire back. 

Twenty-six years after the napalm 
fell, the physical scars still rage. "They 
are like a knife," she said, smiling. 
"They feel like they are cutting me.'-' 

The image of 9-year-old Kim 
Phuc, running naked and screaming 
from her village of Trang Bang after 
a U.S.-ordered strike by a South Viet­
namese air unit, remains one of the 
most searing images · of the Vietnam 
War. 

The napalm, a jellied gasoline, 
scorched 75 percent of her body with 
third-degree burns. Associated Press 
photographer Nick Ut captured the lit­
tle girl on film and then rushed her to 
a l:!ospital, saving her life. His photo 
of her anguished, contorled face was 
published around the world and is 
widely cited as expediting the end of 
the war. 

"I am proud about that," said Kim 
Phuc, now 35. "God use_d me that day. 
Even though so much of my body was 
burned, my feet were not burned, and 
so I could run out and be there for that 
photo. It saved a lot of souls and 
brought an end to the war." 

''God used me that day." Kim Phuc 

Running for life 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College senior 
Chris Jones, the son of Truman and 
Carol Jones of Cawood, is a busy 
man. 

Academically, Jones has a dou­
ble major in business administration 
and public health with a minor in 
computer information systems-a 

knows her words cause some to wince 
and others to question how she could 
possibly accept her fate that day as 
God's will. But she only smiles and 
then laughs. 

Those five words not only embody 
her spiritual beliefs, bufthey are the 
driving force behind such activities as 
her recent appearance at a seminar on 
anger and rage reconciliation held at 
a Cleveland health center. 

Hers is a message of forgiveness 
and the healing power of God's love. 

"People ask me a lot, 'How can 
you smile all the time?"' Kim Phuc 
said. "I tell them: 'I was never angry. 
God created me this way. He created 
me laughing and smiling.' 

"And he created that moment 
when I was burned_ and photographed 
so that I could help others. He gave 
me a life, and then he changed my life, 
and then he healed me." 

Kim Phuc said she never was bit­
ter, even as she endured a long strug­
gle with physical and emotional pain. 
. For 10 years after the napalm at­
tack, she was forgotten by the same 
public that had been outraged by her 
photo image. 

"After the war ended, nobody 
knew me," she said. 

Forget about it; everybody left was 
a survivor, she was told. Many others 
died, _she was· reminded. 

Among the dead were her two in­
fant cousins-not two of her brothers, 
as was widely repJrted. She, her par­
ents and seven siblings all survived, 
but they lost everything else to the 
war. 

give him the drive he needs. 
Jones hopes the program will 

expand in the Williamsburg, Corb­
in and London area and is working 
hard to make his dream a reality. 
This year he served as race director 
of the Moonlight Race, which is 
part of the annual NIBROC festivi­
ties in Corbin. 

Last year, Jones asked the 
program he will complete 
in four years. This sum­
mer he has been working 
in our admissions office 
and at Baptist Family Fit­
ness in Corbin. But he 
still has found time for a 
special project. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

former race director if 
part of the entry fee could 
go to the Leukemia Soci­
ety. He not only received 
permission but was asked 
to direct the event. Jones 
found sponsors to help 
provide T-shirts, trophies 
and refreshments so that 
most of the entry fee run­
ners paid this year went 
to the Leukemia Society. 

Jones began running 
in high school and has 
continued to train, but 
now he has a very special 
reason to run. He is in­
volved with Team in Training, an 
organization that provides a way for 
runners to raise money for leuke­
mia research. Runners commit to 
raising a certain amount and then 
begin raising the money and train­
ing for a marathon. Jones is prepar­
ing for a marathon in Dublin, Ire­
land, in October. · 

Each participant meets a child 
who has leukemia. Jones is becom­
ing friends with a five-year-old boy 
who has been in chemotherapy 
since the age of two. On those days 
when it is difficult to train, his 
young friend's face and courage 

As a runner, Jones can 
think of no better reason to run than 
to help find a cure for a tragic dis­
ease. As a devoted Christian, Jones 
believes his running and involve­
ment with the Leukemia Society is 
a way to serve Christ. 

Jones is not alone among our 
students at Cumberland College. 
Many of them are finding ways to 
use their talents and interests to 
make life better and the future more 
promising for all people. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

In 1982, a German journalist asked 
the Vietnamese government what had 
become of "the girl in the picture." 

When government officials found 
her, they ordered her to leave medical 
school and return to her village so they 
could use her for propaganda. For sev­
eral years, she was forced to do inter­
view after interview with foreign jour­
nalists. 

At the time, she was emotionally 
devastated. But her anguish led her to 
God, Kim Phuc said. "Deep in my 
heart now I thank them (the Hanoi 
government) because I turned to God. 
I realized I was so unhappy, and even 
though I tried so hard in my own reli­
gion, Cao Dai (a syncretic Vietnam- citizens. They now have two young 
ese faith featuring elements of Con- sons, Thomas, 4, and Stephen, 8 
fucianism, Taoism, Buddhism and months. The family's life revolves 
Christianity), I felt no peace. around the Baptist church to which 

"My body was weak, I just cried they belong. 
and cried, and finally I went to the Ii- Last fall, Kim Phuc was named an 
brary to read every book I could find unpaid goodwill ambassador by" the 
on other religions," she said ·, United Nations Educational, Scientif-

She converted to Christianity and ic and Cultural Organization. At the 
now regularly shares with audiences same time, she founded the Kim 
how she accepted Jesus into her life Foundation in Chicago, a non-profit 
and has been healed. "He removed my organization for providing aid to child 
burden," she said, touching her heart. war victims. 
"I was free." Last November, she 'took her mes-

In 1986, Kim Phuc was allowed to sage of forgiveness to America's war 
study in Cuba, where she met and veterans, addressing a Veterans Day 
married fellow Vietnamese student crowd at the Vietnam Memorial in 
Toan Huy Bui in September 1992. Washington, D.C. 
Later that year, they flew to Moscow "Even if I could talk face to face to 
for their honeymoon. When their the pilot who dropped the bombs, I 
plane landed in Newfoundland to re- could tell him we could not change 
fuel, they suddenly decided to defect history," she said. "We should try to 
to Canada. • do good things for the present and the 

Last year they became Canadian future to promote peace." 

Aren't You 
Forgetting 
Something? 

we·re waiting 
for our 

invitation! 

It's time to schedule your Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children speaker for the 1998 Thanksgiving Offering emphasis. 

KBHC's Speakers Bureau is: 

• available at no cost to you or your church 

• equipped to handle large or small venues 

• equipped to speak on a variety of topics 

• available in all areas of the state 

Call 1-800-456-1386 to schedule your 
• speaker today. 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
http://www.iglou.com/kb he 
Paid Column 

-'~ KBHC 

FORGIVE Phan Thi Kim 
Phuc refuses to be bitter 
about the napalm raid that 
scarred her body 26 years 
ago in Vietnam. "I am 
proud about that, " said Kim 
Phuc, now 35 and a Baptist 
living in Canada. "God used 
me that day." (RNS photo) 
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ISSUES 
Killologist: Evidence links media to violent children 

Editor's note: The full 
text of Grossman's 

article, titled "Trained to 
Kill," appears in the Aug. 

10 issue of Christianity 
Today, available on 

newsstands or on the 
Internet at www/ 

christianitytoday.net. 
Reprints of Grossman's 
article for distribution in 

churches and schools 
are available from 

Christianity Today by 
writing to CT Reprints, 
Attn: Paulette DePaul, 

465 Gunderson Dr., 
Carol Stream, Il l. 60188. 

The cost is $8 for 1 0 
copies, $18 for 25, $32 
for 50 and $57 for 100.-

Continued from page 1 
to our children hundreds upon hun­
dreds of times." 

Classical conditioning, he contin­
ues, i~ what Pavlov demonstrated by 
training his dogs to salivate upon 
hearing the ringing of a bell because 
they were trained to associate the 
bell with food. 

Early in World War II, the Japa­
nese used classical conditioning to 
train soldiers to kill. Chinese pris­
oners were placed in a ditch with 
their hands bound behind them. Se­
lect Japanese soldiers then ran the 
Chinese through with bayonets 
while the watching soldiers cheered. 
Everyone was treated to a fine meal 
and "comfort girls" afterward. Thus 
killing became associated with a re­
ward of pleasure. 

"This technique is so morally 
reprehensible that there are very few 
examples of it in modern U.S. mili­
tary training; but there are some 
clear-cut examples of it being done 
by the media to our children," 
Grossman contends. 

"Our children watch vivid pic­
tures of human suffering and death, 
and they learn to associate it with 
their favorite soft drink and candy 
bar, or their girlfriend's perfume." 

set in, but if children have been con­
ditioned how to respond, they will 
do the right thing even amid panic. 

In a negative vein, this is what 
happens when a child plays a vio­
lent video game, Grossman says. 
Every time a child plays an interac­
tive point-and-shoot video game, he 
is learning the exact same condi­
tioned reflex and motor skills as a 
soldier or police officer in training, 
he contends. 

Finally, movies and television are 
providing children with violent role 
models who serve the equivalent 
purpose of boot camp drill ser­
geants, Grossman adds. 

What should parents do then? 
Grossman outlines several options, 
including turning off the TV, infring­
ing on civil liberties and increasing 
gun control. Each of these options is 
fraught with additional peril and may 
not be realistic, he concludes. 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

He encourages parents not to ex­
pose their children to violent TV and 
movies and not to let children play 
violent video games. 

But the most effective and imme­
diate solution for society, he con­
tends, is to confront "the producers 
and purveyors of media violence." 

"Simply put, we ought to work 
toward legislation that outlaws vio­
lent video games for children," he 
says . "There is no constitutional 
right for a child to play an interac­
tive video game that teaches him 
weapons-handling skills or that sim::­
ulates destruction of God's crea­
tures." 

Parents and concerned Christians 
should hit the producers of violent 
movies, television and video games 
in the wallet, he suggests. 

And the evidence linking media 
violence to social violence is so 
strong that court cases ought to 

Church Buses -
Rental Buses 

{New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

arise, he adds, suggesting that juries 
soon may bring judgment against 
sellers of media violence just as the 
tide has turned against manufactur­
ers of tobacco products. 

EXCITING CAREER IN 

CHRISTIAN RETAILING 

Excellent salary and benefit 
package available. Relocation 
will be required to one of more · 
than 70 bookstores. Qualifica­
tions include: Four-year college 
degree or comparable business 
management experience, out­
standing leadership, computer 
skills, strong vision for the fu­
ture, and an active role in a 
Southern Baptist church. 

Send resume to: 
Retail Store Operations 
Manager Training Search 
127 Ninth Avenue, North 
MSN 165 
Nashville, TN 3 7234-0165 
or fax to (615) 251 -3622 

Baptist Book Stores 
LifeWay Christian Stores 

Another technique, operant con­
ditioning, is the process of develop­
ing in humans a stimulus-response 
connection through repeated prac­
tice, Grossman explains. For exam­
ple, this is why schools conduct fire 
drills; during a real fire panic might 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
{800) 370-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

We.Buy .Used_Buses _ 

Since 1953 

Owned and operated by Life­
Way Christian Resources of the 
Southern Baptist Convention 

School bells are ringing 
School bells are ringing. 
Well, not exactly. It used to be that you rang 

the school bells when school was about to begin. 
Most schools today don't even have a school bell. 
Frankly, we don't either. Well, sort of not. We do 
have the school bell that rang when my wife and 
I were students here back in the early 60's. When 
our chapel building was constructed the bell was 
hung in tne steeple, but it cannot be rung. 

On the other hand, we do have chimes. It is a 
real treat every day to hear those. We 
do play the chimes so the students know 
when school is about to begin and when 
it is time to go to chapel. 

If we had a school bell to ring, we 
would be ringing it now. It is time for 
school to begin. We have been as busy 
as beavers all summer getting ready for 
the big day. Gallons and gallons of paint 
have been used to paint the dormitories 
and classrooms. Most of this painting 
has been done by our students, but vol­
unteers also have done a lot. 

We have been blessed again with-a 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

Installing air conditioning in our dorms has 
been a tremendous improvement. I overheard 
some of our teachers discussing summer school 
the other day. All of us had noticed how well sum­
mer school went this summer. No one seemed to 
have a good reason why the students did so much 
better. Some of the teachers concluded that add­
ing air conditioning to the dorms so the students 
could get a good night's sleep was the reason for 
the successful summer session. 

We also resurfaced and striped our 
track this summer. The 14-year-old 
track was in need of repair, and the best 
solution was to resurface it. It not only 
looks beautiful, it.is in splendid condi­
tion for the runners. 

host of volunteers this summer. From W.F. Underwood 

. We remodeled two mobile homes 
this summer and built one duplex with 
three bedrooms and two baths. Addi­
tionally, another home and a two bed­
room duplex is being built for our staff 
by volunteers. Some of our housing is 
very old and poorly wired, with inade­
quate plumbing and little or no insula­
tion. We have remodeled much of our 

the time school was out in May until 
now, we have had nearly 600 volunteers. 

The new computer lab is nearly completed. 
The carpet was laid this week, and we have been 
moving the computers and other materials from • 
the old lab to the new one. We are still waiting for 
the lab's 35 new computers to arrive. Volunteers 
have made this new addition a reality . Three men 
from Cadiz even came back for a second week to 
help get the electrical work completed. 

Our students will be surprised to see the new 
print shop. When school was out in May, a lot of 
work still needed to be completed. They also will 
be happy to sleep in air-conditioned dorms. 

• staff housing and have made as many 
repairs as is practical. The new homes not only 
will provide better housing for our staff, but also 
will reduce utility and maintenance costs dramat­
ically. The additional housing has made it possi­
ble for usto dispose of eight mobile homes, some 
were 30 years old. 

Yes, ready or not here they come. In just a few 
days more than 400 students will be back on cam­
pus. There has been a lot of hard work and sweat 
to get things ready for them, but it was worth it. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Kv. 40972. www 
.oneidaschool.org -
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Welcome new students 
The arrival of new students is 

one of the best times on our cam­
pus. 

We admitted 36 candidates, 
and 29 came for orientation. Some 
of those who didn't make it will 
enroll in January or next August. 

Orientation is a full four-day 
introduction to the various areas 
of campus life- academics, busi­

diana and South Carolina each 
have two students. 

A student represents each of • 
these states: Florida, Illinois, 
Michigan, Virginia and West Vir­
ginia. 

Twenty-five students will live 
on campus, while four will com­
mute to classes. 

The educational level of the 
ness affairs, financial 
aid, buildings _ and 
grounds, child care, 
Christian service, stu­
dent affairs. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

incoming class includes 
10 with high school, 17 
with some college work 
and two who attended 
technical schools. 

The week also in­
cludes time to meet with 
faculty advisors and a 
session with Don Spen­
cer related to health in­
surance. 

Worship and fellow­
ship times are blended 
in, and the week con­
cludes with a watermel- Bill Whittaker 
on cutting and campus 

Students come with a 
variety of occupational 
backgrounds . Former 
employment includes 
church staff, mechanic, 
secretary, security, dep-­
uty sheriff, mainte­
nance, farmer, aircraft 
manufacturing, electri ­
cian, welder, cashier 

. and health department. 
singing. 

The new class has 21 married 
students with 34 children. Eight 
students are single. . 

The average age is 29 with 
three students under 21, and 13 
students in the 21 -29 category. 
Eight are in the 30-39 age group 
with three within 40-49. The old-
est student is 50. 

The freshmen class comes 
from nine states. Sixteen are from 
Kentucky. The states of Ohio, In-

Pray for these new students 
and their families. Most of them 
need financial aid and employ­
ment. All of them need the en­
couragement of a church fellow­
ship and opportunities to use their 
gifts in service. 

Bill Whittaker is presidellf of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 

... 
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Boundaries with Kids:_ When to Say 
Yes, When to Say No, to Help Your 
Children Gain Control -of Their Lives. 
Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Town­
send. Zondervan Publishing, 1998. 
223 pages. $16. 99. ♦♦♦ ( out offive) 

Seven years ago the authors wrote 
the book "Boundaries" to help adults 
get control of their lives and relation­
ships. The approach has 
been applied to parenting in 
this latest book. 

The foundation of the 
book is that parents must 
establish healthy bound­
aries with their children. If 
parents do not, they are do­
ing their children no favor 
but rather setting them up 
for an adulthood of frustra-·­
tion and even a life out of 
control. 

In the book the authors expound on 
the 10 laws of boundaries and then 
offer six practical steps for implement­
ing boundaries with kids. The laws are 
presented with an abundance of ex­
amples drawn from the authors' ex­
periences. 

The part of the book devoted to 
implementing the boundaries is pret-

. ty skimpy. While it is not their inten­
tion, the implementation section ap­
pears to be an afterthought so the par­
ents will not be discouraged by the 
laws. 

The book does not quite follow 
through with the help that is promised. 
Even so, the laws are worth a look and 
do encourage the parent to respond 
with empathy, firmness, freedom and 

· consequences. Wayne Hager 

Deeply Woven Roots: Improving the 
Quality of Life in Your Community. 
Gary Gunderson. Fortress Press, 1997. 
135 pages. $15. ♦♦♦♦ 

In our post-modern society, 
churches struggle with their identity 

MEDIA 
in communities. At a time when most 
people consider congregations to be 
irrelevant to everyday life, those of us 
who are convinced the church's mes­
sage is still "Good News" grapple 
with the most effective and authentic 
ways to share it. 

One response to our dilemma has 
been to survey our neighbors in this 
post-Christian culture and then adapt 

our outreach and program­
ming to fit their description 
of what the church should 
be. 

Gary Gunderson offers 
a stimulating and challeng­
ing alternative to much that 
is being written about the 
church's ministry to and 
with its community. Draw­
ing deeply from his Bap­
tist heritage, Gunderson 

contends that the church should stop 
focusing on "how to strengthen the 
congregation for their own survival 
over against a cultural drift they fear." 

Rather, he argues, the church 
should be asking, "What is the role of 
faith in forming and sustaining human 
communities that are healthy, that re­
flect God's intention?" He insists that 
a local church is a tool for God's great­
er purpose, which is nothing less than 
the renewal of the whole world. 

If the church is to fulfill its greater 
purpose, it must draw on its God-giv­
en strength to accompany, convene, 
connect, tell stories, give sanctuary, 
bless, pray and endure. Chapters de­
scribe both the theological roots, as 
well as the practical application, of 
each strength. 

Gunderson has captured the full­
ness of the church' s life in this world. 
He will challenge all of us to re-think 
much of what passes for ministry in 
our churches. But more than that, he 
shows how any church, regardless of 
size or resources, can be an agent of 

· God's transforming love in their com­
munity. Jim Holladay 

Yearning Minds and Burning Hearts: 
Rediscovering the Spirituality of 
Jesus. Glandion Carney and William 
Long. Baker Book House, 1997. 234 
pages. $14. ♦♦♦♦ 

The purpose of this book is to en­
courage the reader to gain a level of 
spirituality which can help counter the 
"noise and clutter" of modem life . 

The authors propose 
that a study of the life of 
Jesus can restore harmony, 
integrity and balance to the 
Christian life because the 
Gospels give us insight 
into how Jesus accom­
plished what we so desper­
ately need. 

While conversant with 
scholars on a quest for the 
historical Jesus1 this is not 
a traditional life of Jesus. There is not 

. a focus on sorting out the various lay-
ers of the Jesus story as we have it pre­
sented in the Gospels. Rather, the au­
thors construct a picture of Jesus that 
they believe is true to the various snap­
shots we have of Jesus in the Gospels 
without placing a value on which 
snapshot (angle) is better or more ac­
curate. 

The authors fault most books on 
spirituality for not defining spirituali­
ty as inclusive of inner and outer life. 
Therefore, the book looks not only at 
how Jesus received a call, mastered 
scripture, prayed and focused his life 
but also how he healed, sought social 
justice, called people to community 
and suffered. It is this holistic ap­
proach to spirituality which is the most 
appealing and important part of the 
book. 

The book concludes with a focus 
on what issues would be of concern 
for Jesus today, based upon the spiri­
tuality the authors have uncovered for 
us. This book is stimulating, insight­
ful, challenging and worth reading. 
Wayne Hager 

Observers welcome changes in Southern gospel 
By Stacey Hamby 
Missouri Word and Way 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (ABP)­
Southem gospel music isn't what it 
used to be. It's even better, say per­
formers and observers. 

In recent years, the Southern gos­
pel music industry has exploded with 
new artists, new sounds and a renewed 
interest in the "old-fashioned" gospel 
songs, they said. 

"Gospel music is stronger than it's 
ever been," said Ben Speer of The 
Speers. 'The quality of music is high­
er, and it's taken on the face of minis­
try, so that it's more than just enter­
tainment." 

Speer and Vestal Goodman of the 
Happy Goodmans have seen many 
changes in the industry during their 
years of singing. They and other artists 
shared their thoughts recently while 
backstage during a Gaither Homecom­
ing concert in Kansas City, Mo. 

"There's been a lot of style 
change," Goodman said. 'The origi­
nal essence- four-part, trios- is the 
same, but the music quality has im­
proved greatly. 

"We've gotten wiser in the music 
field. A bigger percentage read mu­
sic, know music . We're concerned 
about how the church feels about our 

music; we want to bless the church." 
Gaps are being bridged, too, be­

tween traditional white and black gos­
pel music, Goodman said. "To a de­
gree, I see a merging of audiences." 

Gospel music radio personalities 
also have noticed changes in their lis­
tening audiences. Doug Atteberry of 
KEXS in Excelsior Springs, Mo., cit­
ed a recent listener survey showing an 
increase in listeners ages 25 to 45. 

"Our (listener) demographics have 
traditionally been about 55 and up," 
Atteberry said. "But one of the last 
surveys I did showed as many report­
ing persons in the 25 to 45 age group 
as in the 55 and up." 

Atteberry said KEXS tries to cater 
to both audience·s by playing a mix of 
the more traditional style and the new­
er style music. 

"Right now Southern gospel is the 
No. 1 Christian music format in the 
U.S. and the No. 12 format overall," 
he said. "It's -as contemporary as any 
style of music. And _it ministers to ev­
erybody." 

Max Rhoades of KTTK in Leba­
non, Mo., noted that although the in­
dustry is drawing a younger market, 
it's not alienating older listeners. 

"I attribute the growth to the fact 
that you can understand the words," 
Rhoades said. "The music doesn't 

overcome the message, and the older 
people get, the more they want to un­
derstand what they're listening to." 

Dick Morris of KWFC in Spring­
field, Mo., said Southern gospel mu­
sic _has shed its "country cousin" im­
age. "Southern gospel is technologi­
cally keeping up," he said. "Artists 
have had to realize they have to spend 
the money and do it right. Listeners 
are more discriminating, especially 
younger listeners. 

"They want to hear something as 
clear sounding as what they hear in 
rock or contemporary Christian," 
Morris continued. "When contempo­
rary Christian artists started produc­
ing and sounding as good as adult 
contemporary or Top 40, that did a lot 
to make Southern gospel and other 
musical genres wake up." 

Morris, who has been in gospel 
radio for 25 years, said a mainstream 
country sound is creeping into gospel 
music's sound, but it's not taking over. 

"It's different from Christian coun­
try, which is a separate format, like 
'The Night Jack Daniels meets John 
3: 16,"' Morris said. "Christian coun­
try is positive country ... but you don't 
get so much of a Christian message. 
There is a country sound coming into 
gospel sound, but lyrically, it's still 
very solid." 

A Cup of Coffee at the Soul Cafe. 
Leonard Sweet. Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1998. 180 pages. $14.99. 
♦♦♦♦ 

Oh to find the time with a close 
friend to kick back, drink a cup of , 

-coffee and tal)c about the meaning of 
life and faith. 

In the middle of our fast-paced, fre­
netic lives most of us long 
for a quiet, safe place 
where we can reflect on 
where we have been and 
where we are going. It is 
into that space Leonard 
Sweet invites the reader. 

The Soul Cafe is both a 
literal and figurative place. 
If you pass through Tho­
mas, W.Va., you can visit 
Sweet's Body and Soul 

Cafe and Mountain Store. There you 
can get a cup of coffee, browse the 
bookstore or just sit and meditate on 
the meaning of life. 

On the outside chance that you 
won't be visiting West Virginia any­
time soon, you can create that space 
with the help of this book. Written in 
a folksy, almost poetic style, "A Cup 
of Coffee" ventures into those places 
in the soul where we struggle the 
most. Yet, rarely does Sweet preach, 
lecture or hit us between the eyes with 
his opinion. No, the book is more like 
a coffee conversation, where the in­
sight comes subtly through the move­
ment of the conversation. 

Prayer, hope, grief, suffering and 
integrity are but a few of the themes 
upon which Sweet invites us to reflect. 
All the while he is asking us this ques­
tion: "Is the clay of your soul moist 
enough to be molded?" _ 

So grab a cup of coffee, pull up a 
chair and spend some time at the Soul 
Cafe. But beware. Though the place 
is safe and the writing is folksy, the 
conversation will challenge your life's 
assumptions. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surcy.net 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships ·with Russia 

and New England: 

■ Russian officers and 
soldiers who received 
Bibles from Moscow 

missionaries Matt and 
Carol Spann this 

summer. 

PEOPLE 
Mountains to the Mississippi 

■ LOUISVILLE-Buechel Park 
Church will host a city-wide teacher 
training seminar for preschool and 
children's workers Aug. 22, 8:30 
a.m.-1 :30 p.m. Also, children ages 
three months through pre-kindergar­
ten are being accepted for parents' day 
out. The fall/spring program is avail­
able on Mondays and Wednesdays, 
9:30 a.m.-1 :30 p.m. Call (502) 452-
9541 for more information. 

Compiled by Ann Tatum 

■ ASHLAND-First Church or­
dained Eugene Foster to the deacon 
ministry Aug. 16. 
■ SPRING-First Church called El­
liott Holbrook as minister to youth. 
He previously was pastor at Mentor 
Church. He began his new ministry 
Aug. 1. Also, retired Pastor Charles 
Mitchell was called as minister of pas­
toral care. He began his new ministry 
Aug. 1. 
■ CYNTHIANA-Nelah Clifford, 
87, died July 15. She was a member 
of Richland Church in Falmouth for 
75 years. Survivors include one 
daughter; three sons; 13 grandchildren • 

and 20 great-grandchildren. _ 
■ FALMOUTH-Richland Church . 
called Lee Cruse as pastor. He began 
his new ministry Aug. 9. 
■ HENDERSON-Jerry Pearcy re­
cently resigned as pastor of Eastview 
Church. Also, · Scott Frederick re­
signed as minister of youth. 

Zion Church called Gary Cobb as 
minister of evangelism/outreach. 
Cobb previously was volunteer min­
ister of evangelism. 
■ LEXINGTON-Southern Heights 
Church called John Patton as youth 
minister. He previously was pastor at 
Richland Church in Falmouth. 

Valley View Church called Eddie 
Lee Brooks as minister of preschool 
and children. She began her new min­
istry Aug. 9. Also, the church has add­
ed 255 new members this year, includ­
ing 101 by baptism. Kevin Hamm is 
pastor. 

Parkland Church ordained Earl 
Martin and Kent Miller to the dea­
con ministry Aug. 16. Tom Curry is 

pastor. 
■ MA YFIELD-Northside Church 
recently called David Boyd as minis­
ter of youth and music. He previously 
was minister of youth and music at 
Airline Church •in Henderson. 
■ MORGANTOWN-Richland 
Church called Heather Brooks as 
minister of youth. She began her new 
ministry Aug. 2. She is a graduate of 
Western Kentucky University in 
Bowling Green. Larry Craig is pas­
tor. 
■ SEBREE-Kevin Royalty re­
signed as minister of youth and music 
to become minister of music and edu­
cation at Oak Hill Church in Evans­
ville, Ind. 
■ UNION-East Bend Church re­
cently called Cohen Copley as pas­
tor. -

■ That God would use 
the 2-50 copies of the 

"Jesus" video distributed 
by missionaries to 

Central Russia military 
bases this summer. 

Gen-Xer says people looking ,or God in all the wrong places 

■ Victor Sales, pastor of 
a Brazilian Baptist 

church in Worcester, 
Mass. 

■ Victor Vaughn, pastor 
of Cambodian Baptist 

Church in Lowell, Mass. 

■ Student summer 
missionaries as they 

complete their summer 
assignments in New 

England. 

BOSTON (RNS)-Thomas Beau­
doin describes seeing "Rent" and 
playing bass in a rock band as two of 
his most meaningful spiritual experi­
ences. 

He's not kidding. The hyperkinet­
ic, red-haired scholar is au­
thor of "Virtual Faith: The 
Irreverent Spiritual Quest of 
Generation X." 

A passionate Roman 
Catholic, Beaudoin argues 
in his new book that those 
elders wringing their hands 
over a coarsening American 
culture are looking for God 
in all the wrong places. Beaudoin 

"My experiences play-
ing rock were usually more religious 
than I had found in most churches," 
he said. "I discovered a sense of spir­
ituality 'in the pocket,' playing tight­
ly with the d[1lmmer. As a bass gui­
tarist, when I am traversing the deep 
rhythm, riding the low notes or stomp­
ing through a syncopated rumble, 
something happens . ... 

"We move our bodies and souls in 

SEEKING: Gasper River Associ­
ation of Baptists in Butler County is 
accepting resumes for director of mis­
sions. Please send resume to: Rev. 
Muri Gray, Chairman of Search Com­
mittee, 162 Brown Store Road, Mor­
gantown, KY 42261. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
small Eastern Kentucky church. Par­
sonage provided. Please submit re­
sume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 587, 
Jenkins, KY 41537. 

SEEKING: Ivy Memorial Baptist 
Church, Hampton, Va., is seeking to 
fill full-time ministerial staff positions 
with seminary graduates in education, 
music and youth/singles areas. IMBC 
is an established church with a resi­
dent membership of 1,100, annual 
budget of $600,000, located in the 
central commercial and residential 
area of coastal Hampton, Va. Vacan­
cies are because of prior staff pursu­
ing advanced degrees and entering in­
ternational missions service. Our pas­
tor is Rev. J. Michael Poole. Please 
send resume to: Ivy Memorial Bap­
tist Church, 2200 Coliseum Drive, 
Hampton, VA 23666, Attn: Person­
nel Committee. Or fax to (757) 838-
5447. 
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harmony with the music, which is in 
harmony with the Spirit, with God." 

At age 29, Beaudoin is at the mid­
point of Generation X, those born 
from the mid-1960s through the late 
1970s. 

At least one elder thinks 
Beaudoin is on to some­
thing. 

"Here is a generation 
that stays away from most 
churches in droves but 
loves songs about God and 
Jesus, a generation that 
would score very low on 
any standard piety scale but 
at times seems almost ob-
sessed with saints, visions 

and icons of all shapes and sizes," said 
Harvard Divinity School theologian 
Harvey Cox. 

Take a peek at MTV, Beaudoin 
suggested. Even better, stop and de­
construct some of the videos of Ma­
donna and REM. 

One of Beaudoin' s central argu­
ments is this: Generation Xis so mar­
inated in popular culture that it prac-

tices religion at least partly in and 
through that medium. He describes his 
cohorts growing up in the backwash 
of baby boomers, amid latchkeys, di- • 
vorce and economic setbacks. 

"These influences led to an immer­
sion in popular culture as both substi­
tute parent and surrogate minister," 
writes Beaudoin, who grew up in a 
Kansas City suburb eating subsidized 
school lunches and consuming TV 
and video games alone each afternoon 
at home. 

"In fact, as churches ostracized the 
divorced mothers of many of my 
friends, these women frequently left 
their church communities," he adds. 
"This situation made many of my 
peers further alienated from religious 
institutions." 

During a stretch of alienation from 
Catholicism, Beaudoin took to 
preaching in a Baptist church. He is 
co-founder of Xairos, a ministry to 
Gen-Xers at the Paulist Center in 
downtown Boston. 

When Beaudoin isn't playing bass 
or working on his doctoral thesis or 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Part-time minister of 

music for local Louisville-area 
church. Contemporary-blended wor­
ship services. Keyboard, computer 
skills needed. Send resume to First 
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 133, Sell­
ersburg, IN 47172. 

NEEDED: Pews in good condi­
tion. Oneida Baptist Church-minis­
tering to the students and staff of Onei­
da Baptist Institute. Contact: Steve 
Crumpler, (606) 847-4718. 

AVAILABLE: Church plus 10 
acres, Louisville/Shively _area. Seats 
500, daycare and educational space. 
RealVest Realtors, (502) 899-7999. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor for 
worship and ministries. Primary re­
sponsibilities include leadership in 
musi-c and worship, education and 
coordinating a volunteer ministry . 
Send resume with references tb: Per­
sonnel Committee, McCarthy Baptist 
Church, 2710 South Belt Hwy., St. 
Joseph, MO 64503. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
West Liberty, Ky ., is accepting re­
sumes for full-time pastor. Resident 
membership approximately 150; av­
erage Sunday morning attendance: 
55-60. Search Committee, P.O. Box 
321, West Liberty, KY 41472. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister. Send resume to: First Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 541, Allen, KY 
41601. 

SERVICE: Kitchen cabinets and 
furniture stripping and refinished. 
Quality work, low prices, free esti­
mates, professional results. (502) 964-
4975. 

FOR SALE: 50 biblically based 
sermon outlines with scriptural cross­
references. Be ready for Sunday 
morning. Your choice of text or on 
computer disk: $9 .95 plus $1.50 S&H. 
Pastor Helps, P.O. Box 1003 
Manchester, KY 40962. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
worship and music. Send resume to: 
Southern Heights Baptist Church, 
3408 Clays Mill Road, Lexington, KY 
40503. Attn: Ken Stevens. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth and 
education for a growing church that 
averages 500 in Sunday worship. This 
position will have responsibility for a 
comprehensive youth program and for 
providing leadership to the entire 
church education program. Please 
send resume to: Search Committee, 
Macedonia Baptist Church, 4839 
Miller Mill Road, Owensboro, KY 
42303. 

his next three books,'he leads a week­
ly group studying the formation of 
Christian conscience. 

"Members of our generation ex­
pressed their cynicism about religion 
by assuming one of two stances: ei­
ther playfully ironic or completely dis­
missive," Beaudoin said. "I found 
these two postures appropriate, as 
churches seemed laughably out of 
touch. They had hopelessly droll mu­
sic, antediluvian technology, retro­
grade social teaching and hostile or 
indifferent attitudes toward popular 
culture." 

But while irony or dismissal might 
be appropriate toward creaky religious 
institutions, Beaudoin finds them un­
acceptable attitudes toward God. He 
uses his book to call on Gen-Xers "to 
kick-start their spiritual lives." 

Professor Jeffrey Arnett of the 
University of Missouri at Columbia 
has studied members of the 45 mil­
lion-strong Generation X and reports 
only 15 percent to 20 percent attend 
conventional faith communities with 
any regularity. 

SEEKING: Corinth Baptist 
Church, Winchester, Ky., is currently 
accepting resumes for position of pas­
tor. Please send resume to: Pastor 
Search Committee, Corinth Baptist 
Church, 1405 Trapp-Goff's Corner 
Road, Winchester, KY 40391 . 

SEEKING: Mentor Baptist 
Church in northern Kentucky is seek­
ing a pastor. Send resume to: Route 1, 
Box 393, California, KY 41007. 

SEEKING: Campbellsville Bap­
tist Church is accepting resumes for 
the position of minister to students. 
Seminary is desirable. Please send re­
sume to: Campbellsville Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 530, Campbells­
ville, KY 42719, Attn: Minister to Stu­
dents Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
of music and youth. Please send re­
sume to: Search Committee, Auburn 
Baptist Church, 500 Ensley Ave., 
Auburn, IN 46706. 

FOR RENT: Sanibel Island, Fla., 
2-bedroom, 2-bath condo available for 
vacation rental. Large pool, tennis 
courts, screened porch, lovely seclud­
ed beach, bikes, canoe, kayak. Week-
ly rates- May through mid--Decem- • • 
ber: $615. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-
8752 (home), or 897-5079 (office). 

of. 
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.'· ·· • . 0CALA., ,Fla.i (l3P). , . W~eri 
looking fo[innovatiye ways to 

< reach ~ople. with the gospel, foe 
•• .... • Kuz01a encourages churches to 

think big_:..14 feet by 48 feet to 
be exact. 

. That's the size ,of two. bill.-
boards Kuzma has rented in Oca­
la, Ha., to share Christianity with 
the community. 

Kuzma's goal is to inspire 
churches and individuals across 
the nation to sponsor at least.two 
"Bible Boards" in every county 
in the United States. 

The idea resulted from a Sun­
day · school discussion at Kuz~ 
ma's church, First Baptist Church 

•• •of Ocala. 
Jhe discussion '1/as led by 

Jose Cardoso; who worked .· in 
..• aMertlsing .before. ~ecornipg . a · 
' pastor iµid teacher., • • ' • • . .. 
•. Inacityabounding with biU­
boards,it \Vasn'tha:rd to coi:ne up 
with 'both positive and negative 

·•· examples of media influences;­
.. , said Bob \\!bite, a retired cornput -• 

er specialist-who designs the«Bi-
ble Board" graphics, ·.- . 

One of the. foost troubling . 
negative imitges involved bill- ... 
boards for a strip club advertis~ 

iing ''We Ba.re All.'' , 
• • they decided to counterJhe 
. enticdneht with a: positive mes-

sage~"He Will BeirrAll. Jesus: 
. The Way, The Truth, The Life." 

''We noticed how much peo­
ple are exposed to billboards and • 
how they c::atch people's atten- • 
tion, whether it's in a good or bad 
way;" Kuzma said. • 
. "You start looldng forthem; 
you know ·where they an~ and. 
• know .if some have changed,'' he 
.adqed. "Usually; they don1tniean 

•• \ more than away to pass the time, 
but maybe ours can have avalue 
,to you when you need them.'' 

Cordoso said using billboards 
as a Christian outreach tool is a 
.vc.(~tly undeveloped,atea: 

.· .. •• ·•·•· "It's hard to noflook ata billc i 
,: board if you're coming tight up ,_ 
p;on it? he s~d, "But the m~s~age 
1{. lla.s tq· be briefa~d to .the point so· \ 
.•> people wiUJave tirneto rea,dit.?\(: 

:Members ofthesla.ss a?Qtwq ; 
,.;,v$er church Bible studies iforiah' ;· 
;-, ed $80() to furid . yach billlJ.oard C/ 

l~iili1i~ii 
, people iriteri::sted in the message 
\{;ca9c_Jy~ .01ore .. a9out Chri~t ..• ()r 

J> al>qiithow. to get involved iti' a 
\ .. ~ill).ilar rpiitlstry, . . .• ... • 

t '.:l1ils is . .t way fqr me'-?# l11,y7 
rnan~to spreadthe word; a per/ 

: s9fwho doesn't have the giftof ·• 

-1I f@~t&1-~~~;r;}~~ :;ir~.i1}ta 
\. can speak to people through,tl:lese 

signs and maybe make a little bit · 
of difference:" 

PEOPLE ' 

They share soul care by the seashore I 
By Soozhana Choi & Kelly Heyboer 
Religion News Service 

POINT PLEASANT BEACH, 
N.J. (RNS)-Except for the 5-foot 
cross under her arm, Pastor Doris Th­
ompson looked like any other beach­
goer strolling the sand at Point Pleas­
ant Beach on a recent Sunday. 

When she found a good spot, 
Thompson planted the wooden cross 
in the sand like a beach umbrella, un­
folded her sand chair, shucked her 
shoes and began to preach to a con­
gregation lounging on beach towels. 

make faith relevant to summer living. 
Family vacations often mean low­

er attendance figures for many 
churches, but some along the shore 
actually benefit from the vacation 
crowds that come in on Sundays dur­
ing their week at the beach. 

Welcome to church, shore style­
where pastors wear sunglasses, con­
gregations pray for warm water and 
sunscreen is passed around with the 
collection plate. -

"If you're on vacation, you don' t 
want to take a lot of dress-up stuff. But 
if you see us on the beach and we're • 
all casual-there are no pews and 
we're all in a circle-then it's much 
more inviting and welcoming," said 
Thompson, who leads the Central 
United Methodist Church's 8 a.m. 
beach service in front of the Point 
Pleasant Beach boardwalk. 

In Surf City, N.J., Francis DiSpi~ 
gno said he keeps in mind his audi­
ence is on vacation when preaching 
before the standing-room only crowd 
at St. Thomas of Villanova Church. 
Less than a block from the beach, 
DiSpigno Jed the congregation in 
prayers for the poor, the sick and the 
banishment of the jellyfish to Long 
Island. 

The sandal-wearing Franciscan 
said he knows the "shorts and flip-flop 
crowd" is made up of weekly renters. 
Their biggest worry is the weather. 
"There is a levity, a relaxed atmo­
sphere," he said. "They're on vaca­
tion." 

One week, the wind played havoc 
with the sound system in Bay Head. 
The week before that, the humidity 
was unbearable and eight dolphins 
just offshore got more attention than 
Pastor Diana Smith's sermon. Every 
once in a while, an uninvited guest 
wandered by. 

BEACH REACH Members of 
Central United Methodist 
Church at Point Pleasant 
Beach, N.J., attend the 
beach worship service held 
to reach summer 
vacationers. Several 
churches in coastal New 
Jersey host such services. 
(RNS photo) 

In Bay Head, St. Paul's United 
Methodist Church's beach service 
started 25 years ago with six people 
gathering next to the water for a ser­
vice. Now, at the height of the sum­
mer, the crowd swells to 200. 

. "We once had a Satan worshipper 
come up behind our pastor and whis­
per obscenities," said Tyler Sherman 
of Bay Head, a lay speaker. "We 
prayed for him." • 

But the beach service also draws 
people into religion. Over the years, 
several people who stopped to Jisten 
came back the next week and official­
ly joined the church by winter, Sher­
man said. 

Every summer, as attendance thins 
in churches at home, the faithful fill 
places of worship at the shore. New 
Jersey shore congregations do what 
they can to pull in vacationers and 

"I find it relaxing .. . to be out in 
God's world," said Carol Porter of 
Point Pleasant. 

Worshipping outdoors also is not 
without its problems. 

Gridiron star: Being a true champion requires serving God totally 
By Dave Parker 
Oklahoma Baptist Messenger 

OKLAHOMA CITY(BP)-Being a 
champion involves much more than winning 
games or even championships; it means 
serving God totally, according to football 
legend Mike Singletary. 

"Being a champion is being obedient," 
said Singletary, who played 12 years with the 
Chicago Bears, winning one Super Bowl. 
"Being a champion is being humble. Being a 
champion is saying, 'I'm sorry, I forgive 
you."' 

Speaking at a Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes banquet in Oklahoma City, 
Singletary encouraged people to experience 
the same joy he had by becoming a 
Christian. 

Singletary, who was inducted Aug. 1 into 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame, was known for 
his intense play. Singletary terrorized 
quarterbacks in the NFL and twice was 
named NFL Defensive Player of the Year. But 
he has only average height. In fact, he was 
the smallest child of his family. • 

That family lived in the ghetto of Houston, 
where his father was a Pentecostal preacher. 
Singletary said he remembers hearing his 
nine brothers and sisters telling stories of the 
Singletary clan. 

"I remember trying to figure out how I fit 
into the family," he recalled. "I was just a 
young kid trying to find my place." 

When he was 12, Singletary's life took a 
dramatic turn. 

"I was talking with my mom when Dad 
walked up and said he wanted Mom to step 
outside," Singletary recounted. "He said, 'I 
don't want to talk about it; I don't want to 
work on it; I want a divorce.' 

"My mother showed me what being a 
champion was all about," he said. "Friends 
and family and church members called her • 
and said, 'If I were you, I'd give up and go on 
welfare.' But for two years, Mom worked 23 
hours a day. She paid the house off that we 
almost lost. 

"She responded the only way true 
champions respond: on her knees." 

Singletary said he asked his mother if 
there was some way he could help, but she 
said, "No, son, just keep going to school and 
doing the best you can." 

He said his brother, Grady, moved back 
home to be "the man of the house," but six 
months later was hit and killed by a drunk 
driver. 

"I don't know how she knew it, but I was 
clos~ to giving up," he said. 'That day, I was 
moping around the kitchen." 

Then his mother had a talk with him. 
"Son, this thing called life is tough," he 

recalled her saying. "Are you going to give 
up and start standing on excuses? Every 
time you get knocked down, you've got to 
get up and keep getting up. The God we • 
serve is a great God." 

She then asked him if he could become 
the man of the house. 

"Something in her eyes said, 'Boy, I 
believe in you; you can do it!"' he said. 

For the first time in his life, Singletary said 
he felt like he was a part of the family and 
had responsibilities. 

That day, at the age of 12, he sat down 
and wrote out a list of goals. He hung those 
goals in his closet and took them out to read 
from time to time. Included on his list were 
goals to: 

I Find a way to get a scholarship into 
college. 

I Become an All-American football player. 
I Be drafted by an NFL team. 
I Buy his mother a house and take care of 

her for the rest of her life. 
I Start his own business. 
Singletary accomplished every single 

goal, he said, through God's power. 
"My mom said all things were possible 

through Christ," he said. "I always believed I 
could do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me." 

On spiritual matters, Singletary said that 
even though he made a profession of faith as 
a child, he was never consistent in his 
spiritual walk. 

"Those days were horrible," Singletary 
recalled. "Some days I was up, some days I 
was cold. People said, 'Man, you've got it all.' 
But inside I was hurting." 

But even deciding to strengthen his 
commitment to Christ did not settle all his 
spiritual issues, he said. 

Singletary said God showed him a mental 
image of his father walking away from him 
and his mom. • 

"How do you feel about him?" 
"I hate him." 
"I want you to go to your dad and forgive 

him." 
'tord, you are a mighty God. Surely, 

you'll think of something else." 
"Do you love me?" 
"You know I do." 
"Then obey me." 
"I toldCJod I'd make a deal," he said. "I 

would call, let the phone ring once, then 
hang up. So I called, and the phone didn't 
even ring. Dad answered before it rang. 

"We talked for three hours. I felt released 
for the first time. Then I realized forgiveness 
was not fo;r him; it was for me.'' 
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... ''The harvest 
truly is great ... '' 
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• -~ · It's that-time again at ·oneida Baptist Institute~ .. 
. . 

.· August is_ a time of harvest at OBI, as we gather and e.njoy the 
food we have ·planted and tended. -

. . . . 

• .·· .· 11 is also a time when our young people return to start another 
school year, and - new students enroll ·_to · begin the Oneida 

• e·¥.perience. M.any • will not know _ Christ when they come to us. 
Others need to grow in the faith:.·( • 

. . . . 

','_.·:~~Pray ye the.refore the 'Lord of th.e ,harve·st ... " (Luke 10:2) 
.. . ~ ._ · . .•. ' • • . 

--~·_·:·:Please pray :Jor our faculty, <staff and _ studerits as we begin the 
-1:~98-99 schoq[y~~r. • - • 

:Oneida Baptist lnstitu:t:e,P.O. Box 67, Oneida~~entucky 40972 
Pito;iie: (606) 847-4~~1-, _ Fax: (606) 847~4496:'. :\\l~b site: www~oneidaschool.org 
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