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Dunn in transition 
James Dunn, executive 

director of the Baptist 
Joint Committee, has 

announced plans to 
move into a lesser role 

with the religious liberty 
organization in 1999. 
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have increased their 
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involvement this year. 
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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Christian presence dwindling in Holy Land 
By Steve Chambers 
Religion News Service 

JERUSALEM-Candles lit the 
darkness of the Syrian Orthodox Con­
vent of St. Mark, built in 70 A.D., with 
roughly 200 worshippers packing the 
pews, crowding the aisle and cram­
ming the altar as they prayed in the 
rhythmic Aramaic language of the 
first Christians. 

Metropolitan Mar Sewerios Malki 
• Murad, patriarch of Jerusalem, Jordan 
and the Holy Lands, chanted a mourn­
ful reading from a 500-year-old Bible, 
asking God to ·forgive the sins of his 
people. 

At this crowded Sunday service, 
roughly a quarter of those attending 
came from the United States, pilgrims 
led by Archbishop Cyril Aprhen Ka­
rim, who from his church in Teaneck, 
NJ., oversees the Orthodox faithful 
along the East Coast of the United 
States. 

The Christians who live and work 
in the place where Jesus began his 
teachings increasingly are isolated in 
a land of warring Jews and Arabs. 

"I think there 
will always be 
Christians here, 
but only a small 
minority," Karim 
said. "The future 
of the Holy Land 
Syrian Orthodox, 
I believe, may be 
looking after 
empty churches 
and monasteries." 

Not everyone is so pessirpistic; but 
Christians in the 15 denominations 
recognized by Israel, most of them 
Arabs who face the same kind of day­
to-day problems Palestinian Muslims 
suffer, agree they are in crisis. 

Christians, who accounted for 
roughly 10 percent of the population 
when Israel declared its independence 
50 years ago, now represent just 2 
percent of the 5.7 million Israelis and 

CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL The Syrian Orthodox Church is among the 15 denominations 
recognized by Israel. Christiaris, who comprised about 10 percent of the population when 
Israel declared its independence 50 years ago, now represent just 2 percent of the 5.7 
million Israelis and 2.5 million Palestinians liVing in the West Bank and Gaza. (RNS photo) 

2.5 million Palestinians living in the 
West Bank and Gaza. 

While some of this dilution can be 
explained by mas­
sive Jewish immi­
gration and higher 
Muslim birt.h rates, 
experts said there 
also is great incen­
tive for Christians 
to leave. 

Besieged by 
wars, unemploy­
ment and the un­

stable peace between Arabs and Jews, 
increasing numbers of young people 
have decided to leave the land their 
families inhabited for centuries. 

"This trend started before World 
War I, and it's only gotten worse," 
said Jane Handal, a Catholic who lives 
in Bethlehem, not far from the Church 
of the Nativity built on the site where 
tradition says Jesus was born. "The 
economy.makes it very difficult, and 
the inappropriate peace process is 

worsening things." 
Handal and other young profes­

sionals working in Bethlehem say 
they stay because they want to im­
prove conditions in their country. 
They also talk of a special responsi­
bility of maintaining the Christian 
presence in the land where Jesus once . 
walked. 

Part of the problem today is that 
the estimated 170,000 Christians liv­
ing in the Holy Land are divided into 
so many denominations. They are 
Roman Catholics and Armenians, 
Syrian Orthodox and Greek Ortho­
dox, Ethiopians and Uniates, not to 
mention various Protestant groups. 

• They occasionally struggle over 
ceremonial rights in ·some of Chris­
tianity's holiest sites. Still, as keepers 

~ of those sites and with representatives 
from around the world running liai­
son offices, schools and social service 
agencies, they often have influence 
beyond their numbers. 
□ See Christian pres.ence ... , page 9 

Burkett: Stewardship a heart, not head, issue 
By Charles Willis 
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Steward- , 
ship- the careful and responsible 
management of resources entrusted to 
people- is a requirement of God, not 
an option, money management expert 
Larry Burkett said recently. . 

Burkett told state Baptist steward- • 
ship directors meeting in Nashville 
that stewardship isn't complicated. 
"It's just that common-sense steward­
ship isri't being taught in America." 

Burkett, whose daily radio broad­
casts are carried on more than 1,100 
outlets worldwide, contends Southern • 
Baptists "have been duped into not 
dealing with this, in part, because 
some, people feel it is wrong to talk 
about money [in church]. In some cas­
es, pastors aren' t practicing it them­
selves." 

A strong believer in using the Bi­
ble as a guide to money management, 

Burkett said his initial search of Scrip­
ture for references to money uncov­
ered more than 700 entries that deal 
with subjects such as borrowing, lend­
ing and saving money. 

Evangelical Christians give, on 
average, 2.4 percent of their income 
to religious causes, Burkett said. In 
contrast, they average paying 1 f.5 
percent interest on their personal debt. 

"They don't have a material prob­
lem," he said. "They have a spiritual 
problem related to finances. 

"You won't change those attitudes 
with financial programs," he contin­
ued. "You change attitudes by chang­
ing their hearts. You can't tell them 
they need more money; you need to 
train them to be good stewards." 

Burkett said he believes God's plan 
is extremely simple. For example, he 
said scriptural guidelines for borrow­
ing money include only three princi­
ples: Borrowing should be short-term; 
it should be 1Jncommon; and one 

should not take on an obligation with­
out a sure way to repay it. • 

Burkett, a Southern Baptist lay­
man, said Baptists haven't educated 
people enough· about money. "You 
need to inundate people with Scrip­
ture related to money until no one can 
come along behind you and undo 

• that." 
Urging state leaders to lead the way 

in "freeing God's people," Burkett 
told them, "You cannot be financially 
bound and spiritually free. Christians 
have financial bondage of debt, greed 
or even having too much money. 

Some Christians never have been 
challenged with the question "How 
much money is enough?" he said. 
Others have drifted away from God, 
are in debt and "don't see how they 
could give to God," he added. 

Burkett said Baptists should teach 
people scripturally about money "and 
help them, including how to make out 
and live within a budget." _ 

NFL Hall of 
Famec: Living 
out faith at jab 
takes integrity 
By Ken Walker 
State. Correspondent 

BOWLING GREEN-Chris­
tians who expect to live out and 
share their faith where they work 
must have integrity, Raymond 
Berry told 200 men and teenag­
ers at Kentucky Brotherhood's 
annual convention Oct_.,.2,,3. 

"If Christians are in a consis­
tent position of obedience, God 
will work through them to reach 
a lost world," said Berry, an NFL 

-Hall of Farner. "He has the as­
~-signment for each of us." 

Christians won't necessarily 
be aware of God's activity in their 
lives, Berry said. He told of be­
ing at odds with a Baltimore 
Colts' trainer for years. But after 
Berry accepted Jesus as his Savo 
ior, their relationship improved 
without a word spoken about it. 

Another illustration involved 
a story about him putting a block 
on 300-pound defensive tackle 
Rosey Gner dunng the iegendary 
1958 NFL championship game. 

The play ended with Berry, a 
178-pound wide receiver, on top 
of Grier-apparently a key tothe 
touchdown. When he reviewed 
the game films, however, Berry 

. realized his teammate Jim Park­
er already had blocked Grier. 
Berry just had the good fortune 
to fall over both of them. 

"I think that's how it is with 
the Lord and us," he said. "We· 
get the play and go to the line, but 
when it's all over we'll know 
what happened." 

Berry was the keynote speak­
er for the convention at Green­
wood Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green. While having a well­
known speaker helped, Brother­
hood Director Randy Foster said 
broadening the meeting's scope 
also _stimulated a 60 percent in­
crease in attendance. 

The state office replaced a 
past focus on disaster relief with 
training sessions for leaders in 
missions education, men's min­
istries and Kentucky Changers. 

And, rather than trying to con­
vince those attending to "do the 
impossible," Fos.ter .said, testimo­
nies emphasized what God had 
already done through outreaches 
like Experiencing God Bible 
study weekends, disaster relief 

. work and equestrian ministries. 
''That was bound to be a good 

incentive for people in the com­
ing year," said Foster. "This ·con­
vention was evidence of spiritual 
maturity and cohesiveness that 
was extremely significant." 

Berry retired from football in 
1992 after 38 years as a profes­
sional player and coach. But he 
□ See Berry: LMng out ... , page 3 
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BAPTISTS 
Dunn stepping down as BJC executive 

GREEN LAKE, Wis. (ABP)­
James Dunn will step aside from his 
role as executive director of the Bap­
tist Joint Committee by Sept. 1, 1999, 
. when he will become a visiting pro­
fessor of Christianity and public poli­
cy at the Wake Forest University Di­
vinity School in Winston-Salem, N.C. 

Dunn, who has headed the BJC 
since January 1981, told the agency's 
directors he would stay on after that 
date_ on a part-time basis. He pledged 
to continue to serve the religious-lib­
erty agency "in a different role as long 
as my health, my successor and our 
mutu;tl understanding of the Lord's 
leading allow me to do so." 

During their annual meeting Oct. 
5-6 in Green Lake, Wis., BJC direc­
tors accepted Dunn's proposal. They 
also named an 11-member search 
committee and a five-person commit­
tee to determine the title, compensa­
tion and related details of Dunn's re­
duced role. 

Dunn, who will be 67 by next Sep­
tember, said the transition "will rep­
resent a change in pace, not a change 
in place." 

BJC Chairman Aidsand Wright­
Riggins said Dunn has been "the most 
dynamic personality for religious lib­
erty in the United States over the past 
18 years. The vacuum created by his 
announcement is a very huge space 
largely due to his perspective, his po­
liti..caji~~.-y,~. bi§,J!l.ei:!i~~!lP~.'/,__, ,.s10 .v 
_ ·" ~ .l~ .J?.\1!1.!l,i§, sJ~pp_i~&StU,tR(~e 
executive -director'.s role, "our hope 
and full expectation is that he will step 

into new areas of responsibility that 
will help us to build on the legacy that 
he's created," said Wright-Riggins, di­
rector of National Ministries for 
American Baptist Churches in the 
U.S.A. 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship 
Coordinator Daniel Vestal said Dunn 
"was and is a Baptist statesman, a pro­

Named to an 11-member commit­
tee to complete the search for a new 
executive director were Wright-Rig­
gins; Daniel Weiss, general secretary 
of the American Baptist Churches in 
the U.S.A.; Elaine Smith, a Washing­
ton, D.C. attorney; Vestal; Marion 
Grant from Raleigh, N.C.; Reginald 
McDonough, executive director of the 

phetic voice and a caring 
person. Only time will tell 
and the historical record will 
show his impact on Baptist 
life at a tumultuous and tran­
sitional time." 

- ,,...--,~ .. Baptist General Association 
of Virginia; Patricia Ayres 
of Austin, Texas; Phil 
Strickland, director of the 
Christian Life Commission 
of the Baptist General Con­
vention of Texas; Robert 
Ricker, president of the Bap­
tist General Conference; 

At Wake Forest, Dunn 
will teach an elective course 
titled "Christianity and Pub- Dunn 
lie Policy," according to Bill 
Leonard, dean of the divinity school. 

Dunn's tenure at the Baptist Joint 
Committee coincided with more than 
a decade of unrest that left conserva­
tives in power in the Southern Baptist 
Convention, one of the founding bod­
ies of the BJC. As the SBC moved 
away from its previous views on sep- -
aration of church and state, Dunn and 
the BJC became frequent targets of the 
new SBC leadership. The BJC's re- . 
fusal to back new SBC positions on 
issues such as school prayer was 
among disputes that led to the SBC 
severing ties with the agency in 1991. 

Since then, however, Southern 
Baptist support for the BJC actually 
-~ ~ gr~_wn-!lc;~_s\\lS~x)f gj-ft!> f,rn011indi­
y_i91,1y)f, ~r.c!\,c;s, _ ~te ,£RQY.P,!}ti,Q,g~ 
and the Cooperative B'aptist Fellow­
ship. 

Marvin Griffin, pastor of 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Austin, 
Texas; and a representative to be 
_named later from the North American 
Baptist Conference. 

Also during their annual meeting, 
the BJC board adopted a strategic 
planning statement. It states that the 
agency's mission is "to defend and 
extend God-given religious liberty for 
all, bringing a uniquely Baptist wit­
ness to the principle that religion must 
be freely exercised, neither advanced 
nor inhibited by government." 

The statement also emphasizes that 
"freedom of choice in religion is es­
sential, and that separation of church 
and state is indispensable· to ensuring 
ireligtQµ,i;Jil;>~i ,J d. c1--1 ·HU <l 
-,,.,.w;~Jlqj~i;i:;J.o;~,~!i9 <,:iU!R~QMt';4::;~ 
statement calling on states to pass sta~ 
Religious Freedom Restoration Acts. 

Southwestern·trustee chair resigns abruptly 
FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)­

The chairman of Southwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary's board of 
trustees has resigned from the board 
and been suspended as pastor of his 
church, pending an investigation into 
allegations of sexual misconduct. 

Chairman Ollin Collins resigned 
Oct. 7 from the seminary's board of 
trustees, a· day after the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram reported his suspen­
sion as pastor of Harvest Baptist 
Church in Watauga, Texas. 

According to the paper, Collins is 
being sued by two female church 
members who claim they had sexual 
relationships with him during coun­
seling sessions. 

Church officials declined com-

ment, and Collins reportedly could not 
be reached, having started a 60-day 
sabbatical in Hawaii. 

Church leaders said in a Sunday­
night worship service that both the 
congregation and Collins would be 
sued. In a letter sent Oct. 5, church _ 
leaders said Collins had been suspend­
ed "immediately and indefinitely with 
full pay and benefits pending further 
investigations." _ 

Two women, 32-year-old Kimber­
lee Brokaw and 37-year-old Lucy 
Thompson, claimed they had sexual 
affairs with Collins that began after 
they had gone to their pastor for coun­
seling for personal proplems. 

Collins has served as an at-large 
member on the seminary's 40-mem-

ber board of trustees since 1990. He 
was elected chairman in March. 

He was a member of the board 
when it fired seminary President Rus­
sell Dilday in l 994. Collins later met 
with local pastors to defend the action 
and was acting chairman of the search 
committee which recommended Dil­
day' s replacement, current President 
Ken Hemphill. 

The trustee vice chairman, retired 
Fort Worth pastor Miles Seaborn, will 
function as chairman of the board un-

-til a new chairman is elected next 
spring. Seaborn has been a key leader 
of a group of conservatives dissatis­
fied with the Baptist General Conven­
tion of Texas who have begun forma­
tion of a new state convention. 

Sue Eno_ch called as Prescott Memorial's pastor 
MEMPHIS, Tenn. (ABP)-:-Pres­

cott Memorial Baptist Church in 
Memphis, Tenn., which 11 years ago 
sparked a controversy by calling a 
woman as senior pastor, has hired an­
other woman as her successor. 

The church voted Aug. 22 to hire 
former Kentuckian Sue Henson 
Enoch ~s its new pastor. 

Enoch, 49, comes to the Memphis 
church from Austin, Texas, where she 
was associate pastor of Highland Park 
Baptist Church. She previously was 
on the staff of Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 

.Enoch preached her first sermon at 
her new church Sept. 20. Her official 
installation is scheduled Oct. 25. 

''As a congregation, you've had 

tough days, taken unpopular stands 
• and lost members over it because you 
believe every person has worth and 
value and deserves a place in God's 
kingdom," she said in her first sermon 
at Prescott. "God's measure is not 
about earthly success but about faith­
fulness and love." 

Enoch's election ends a three-year 
pastoral search begun wiQi the 1995 
resignation of Nancy Hastings Sehest­
ed. Sehested was the first woman to 
lead a Southern Baptist church in Ten­
nessee. Her hiring led to the church's 
expulsion from Shelby Baptist Asso­
ciation. 

The church later left the Southern 
Baptist Convention and Tennessee 
Baptist Convention and now is affili-

ated with the American Baptist 
Churches in the U.S.A. The church 
also supports the Cooperativ.e_ Baptist 
Fellowship and the Alliance of Bap­
tists, moderate splinter groups which 
disagree with the SBC's conservative 
stances. 

• Hastings, who was thought to be 
one of only four female Southern Bap­
tist pastors when she went to Prescott 
in 1987, is now pastor of Sweet Fel­
lowship Baptist Church in Clyde, N.C. 

Today, according to estimates 
compiled for Baptist Women in Min­
istry in Kansas City, Kan., 91 South­
ern Baptist women serve as senior 
pastors, 100 as associate pastors, 270 
in other church-staff positions and 310 
as chaplains. 
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Frankfort .churches increase their missions involvement 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

FRANKFORT-Kentucky Bap- _ 
tists in and around Frankfort have ben­
efited from a host of mission trips this 
past summer, said the area's director 
of missions. 

Seven churches in Franklin Bap­
tist Association sent teams overseas or 
to other areas of the state and nation. 
Members also hosted 108 students 
wh<;> renovated eight homes as part of 
the annual Kentucky Changers 
project. • 

And the association sponsored a 
trip to Ghana that was organized by 
Mikel Robinson, director of the Bap­
tist Student Union at Kentucky State 
University. Robinson also led a group 
of students to Haiti. 

"I would say it has enhanced the 
overall attitude of people," said Ken 
Forman, Franklin's director of mis­
_ sions. "We've encouraged them to 
invest themselves in missions and 
ministry." 

''I think it's part of a larger picture," 
added Larry Martin, director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's mis-

sions and evangelism division. "I see 
much more responsiveness to God's . 
movement and the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit the p~t six months. 

Besides missions, more Kentucky 
Baptists are forming prayer groups 
and have a hunger to see God work, 
Martin said. 

Foreman said he doesn't have 
church growth figures, but he does cite 
giving as one indicator of the impact 
of this missions emphasis. Between 
1993 and 1997, missions gifts grew 
30 percent from the 31 churches in the 
association. 

This activity helped stimulate 
Crestwood Baptist Church's mission 
to North Dakota, said Jerry Chase, the 
congregation's minister of music. It 
was easy to get members to go be­
cause friends and co-workers from 
other churches already had been on 
trips, he explained. 

A team of 10 Baptists visited Bur­
lington, N.D., to install vinyl siding 
and paint the interior of Burlil)gton 
Baptist Church. While Crestwood had 
been involved before, Chase said it 
was time to return. 

"I told people a missions church 

ought to be doing missions," he said. 
'Tuey give to Lottie Moon and An­
nie Armstrong, but_ to get out and do 
it is on a different level." 

After supporting Vancouver mis­
sionary Vincent Paul financially for a 
decade, First Baptist Church of Frank­
fort decided to adopt a hands-on poli-
cy this year. • 

Eighteen members traveled to Brit­
ish Columbia to help Paul, whooper­
ates two missions to immigrants from 
East India, according to Tim Simpson, 
minister of youth and children. 

Volunteers conducted surveys, 
worked on backyard Bible clubs, 
helped renovate the missionary's . 
home and led Sunday services. 

''To parti~ipate helps us realize it's 
important to support the mission with 
more than money," he·said. ''To be up 
there and involved in the work he does 
gives us a totally different perspec-
tive." • • 

Buck Run Baptist Church took two 
trips: One in-state to Pippa Passes and 
another out-of-state to Romania. 

This summer's two-week trip to 
Romania involved 150 volunteers, 
about 20 from Buck Run. The group 

included medical, construction, youth 
ministry and evangelistic teams. 

About 2,000 Romanians accepted 
Jesus as Savior during the trip, said 
Buck Run's pastor, Bob Jackson: 

In Ghana, God's presence was ob­
vious during the association's 11-day 
trip, Robinson said. 

• They went to do preparatory con­
struction work on a new mission 
church; but nearly three dozen 
Ghanians accepted Jesus as Savior. 
Most decisions .came at an impromp­
tu preaching session that was orga­
nized after a malfunctioning projec­
tor canceled a showing of the "Jesus" 
film. 

Six people traveled to Haiti, a trip 
that required flying to Port-Aus Prince, 
driving four hours, walking two hours 
and crossing four streams. Once there, 
they held a two-day medical clinic for 
300 villagers, distributed clothing and 
held a vacation Bible school. 

• Robinson said he hopes io stimu­
late more missions involvement by 
African-American students .. "lt's only 
when you give of yourself that you 
will see what Christ ls all about," he 
said. 

"To participate 
helps us realize 
it's important to 
support the 
mission with more 
than money." 
Tim Simpson, minister 
of youth and ,;:hildren at 
First Baptist Church of 
Frankfort 
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Leader: Kentucky Brotherhood adjusting after much change 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

BOWLING GREEN-.:....After a 
·yeap0f.change en the-stateandcnatton­
al level, Kentucky Brotherhood Direc­
tor Randy Foster said operations are • 
stabilizing. 

Not only was most staff n~w last 
year, he said, but Brotherhood lost 
national leadership when the North 
American Mission Board absorbed 
the Brotherhood Commission. The 
move was part of 1997's restructur­
ing of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. 

The recent state Brotherhood con- • 
vention in Bowling Green was a key 
in establishing relationships with 
NAMB, he said. Three officers of the 

agency led training sessions for lead­
ers in Royal Ambassadors, Challeng­
ers and men's ministries. 
. - 'tFolks here had gotten -very,rest­
less ·#!tr past y~ar," he said'°, "not:be­
cause of our leadership, but because 
of a lack of national leadership and 
vague promises. People thought noth­
ing was going to happen." 

National leadership is vital for pro­
ducing strong missions education 
material, which is important for Ken­
tucky, he said. 

For the past 10 years Kentucky's 
Baptist men's organization has fo­
cu_sed ·on projects and not much on 
missions education, he said. 

While projects are important, he 
said, they don't lay a foundation for 
long-term involvement. The emotion-

al boost from working on a project can 
fizzle after it ends, he explained. 

Vision also is vital in spreading the 
word of Brotherhood's missions ern­
pha~is, sajd new J>residenfM*e K:iel­
loan. A member of Yell ow Creek 
Baptist Church in Owensboro, he 
served two years as the group's pres­
ident in the late 1980s. 

Church members need a missions 
vision, he said. Without it, there's no 
need to explain Brotherhood's variety 
of programs: 

"I want Kentucky Baptist men to 
catch the vision of serving," he said. 
''There's a pent up desire of laypeo- • 
ple who want lo serve. 

"I can get 25 to 30 men to go do a 
missions project but only two or three 
are here/' Melloan added. "If you 

Berry: Living out faith at work requires integrity 
Continued from page 1 
still attracted autograph seekers and 
others eager to talk. • 

During three sessions, he mixed 
preaching and stories to show audi­
ences how obedience to God's com­
mands can help them live a success­
ful Christian life. 

That doesn't mean they won't have 
struggles as a Christian, he added. But 
he said that the key to integrity is 
found in Romans 5:19, which states 
that Jesus' obedience enables others 
to become righteous. 

. Obedience helps Christians over­
come human nature, which opposes 
attempts to follow the Holy Spirit, he 
said. It also helps answer God's pri­
mary call, which Berry defined as lov- . 
ing one another, loving enemies and· 
forgiving each other. 

''Trying to fulfill those commands 
will bring you face to face with the 
reality you don't have the power to do 
that." 

Yet it is possible to fulfill God's 
will because of the promise of John 
7:39, that out of you will flow rivers 

. of living water, said Berry. 
''That' s the defining part of what a 

Christian is. (God is) living in us and 
wants to use that to communicate with 
people." 

The Colts' 1958 title win over the 
New York Giants- th~ first-ever 
overtime game and a spark for the 
NFL' s popularity- also was crucial to 
his spiritual life. • 

Afterward he found a quiet place 
to contemplate what God had done, 
he said. During the next year he real­
ized God was the source of his tre­
mendous drive and physical talents. 

This searching led to a discussion 
with teammate Don Shinnick. That 
night Berry simply prayed, "God, I 
want you to take my life and I'm seri-
ous about it." • 

When he finished, Shinnick told 
him, "God will give you the power to 
follow him. Your job is to let him, and 
if you screw up, tell him." 

Berry said it took a year to fully 
realize his past condition and the awe­
someness of Jesus' sacrifice. Soon 
after, he ~aid God whispered in his ear, 

"You never really asked me what I 
want do with your life." 

In the prime of his career, Berry 
wondered whether God wanted him 
to quit football. Ultimately, he realized 
God wanted to know if Berry was 
willing to give up something he loved. 

'There's nothing wrong with foot­
ball, but it's not meant to be first in 
your life," he said. "It could crumble 
·overnight. Whatever you love the 
most is your god. I had served a false 
one. I stayed in the game, but it was 
for a different reason." 

Berry was one of several athletes 
who appeared in a Gospel Films pro­
duction, which has been translated 
into more than 30 languages. 

That experience helped him better 
grasp his assignment to share the gos­
pel. Referring to Jesus' statement in 
John 5:30 that his aim was to do his 
father's will, Berry said. 

"In order to carry our assignment, 
we need to understand (God's) power 
and how to release it in our lives," he 
said. "Love is the key factor in sub­
mitting to and obeying him." 

can't sing or teach that doesn't mean 
you can't serve. We want to get the 
word out where more people can serve 

. the Lord." 
, Brotherhood· also must do·a better· 
• job of reaching children, he said. For­
ty years ago there were fewer influ­
ences competing for youngsters' at­
tention, he said . 

ecretary::Joh .. ---,, .-----·, - -::- --·· ·. -,· ····-, ..,-." 
Church in Louisville· • • • 

Project Coordinators 
Baptist Builders: Rick Lucas 
Campers on Mission: Ken Curry 

..... Church renewal: Carl Powell 
:;\tCriminal justice: CharHe Simmons· 
\.Disaster relief: noug Sharon ··> • ··•· . 

<·<Equestrian ministries: \V.ilbµrn Bonta • 
. .;:er. Experiencing ~od -~ip!~ ',~Mffos:.frank• and Linn.Ha 
t}?f~p1ily !!]i.~s,i9ri$,:'.~.e...i"'o, .. ~h,;,, >: ' i ••• •• • r 
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OPINION 
A message from the Recorder board 

The last issue of the Western Re­
corder carried the report of Mark 
Wingfield's resignation as editor. 
Though the board of directors of the 
Recorder had known for some time 
the likelihood of this occurring, it 
was, nevertheless, with great reluc­
tance that we had to accept his for­
mal resignation after the board of the 
Baptist Standard in Texas voted to 
offer him the job of managing edi-
tor of that publicatjon. . 

Mark's tenure as editor of the Re­
corder has been profound. While his 
frank and thought-provoking edito­
rials are what many will immediate-

ly recall, it is Mark's genuine love 
of Christ and for Kentucky Baptists, 
and his creative mind in seeking out 
innovative ways by which Kentucky 
Baptists can be given the practical 
resources for Christian living as we 
move into the 21st century for which 
this, • and future boards of the Re­
corder will.remember him. 

He has been faithful to his call­
ing, diligent in his work, enabling in 
his management and effective in his 
ministry, and that is all that we could 
ask of him. We genuinely wish 
Mark, Alison and their sons "God 
speed!" as they journey on. 

Seeing Clinton, seeing ourselves 
By Tom Ehrich 

"Stop writing about Clinton and 
Monica," said my wife. "Write 
about the man who hit a pedestrian 
in the school parking lot_ and then 
got out of his car and yelled at the 
man for getting in his way." 

tern that is not only sick, but is a re­
flection of us. We aren't watching 
the i:_oyals at thelr-dirn-witted play; 
we are watching ourselves writ 
large. • 

Bill Clinton, for example, look_s 
more and more like a person addict­

The task of the Recorder contin­
ues, however, and . there is already 
in place a search committee and a 
process by which to find a new edi­
tor. The search committee consists 
of Jim Abernathy, Mark Boes, Bill 
Marshall, June Rice and myself, and 
our task is to find a suitable candi­
date to recommend to the full board 
of directors of the Recorder for its 
approval. 

Upon the approval of the Record­
er's board, that nominee will then be 
presented to the Executive Board of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
for the approval of its members. The 
Executive Board's meetings are held 
in November, December and May of 

each year. Upon the approval of the 
Executive Board, the nominee will 
have been elected as the new editor. 

The search committee has met to 
formulate its plans, and irintends to 
begin the search process Nov. 4. Re­
sumes of interested persons·should 
be sent to: Editor Search Commit­
tee, c/o 333 W. Vine St. , Suite 207, 
Lexington, Ky. 40507. 

The search committee and the 
Recorder board will covet your 
prayers as we seek God's will in this 
task. 

Bill Thurman 
Western Recorder 

board chairman 

thrusting pivot, mothers dress slingers who want a showdown. But 
daughters like dolls- and we hear once this current macho scene is 
the age-old counsel, "Be pretty, over, we'll still have a mess on our . 
dear, for this is where your power hands. In addiction, truth goes far 
will come from." deeper than documenting the latest 

We see the self-righteous antag- bender. ' 
onist Kenneth Starr and the chorus I have no idea whether our pres­
of moralizing he has unleashed in ident is close to that dark night of 
Congress and American pulpits, and the soul when reality comes crash-

I-can't. 
ed to sex, an addiction that 
is more about power than • 
about pleasure. He shows 
all the signs of addiction: 
out-of-control behavior, 
self-destruction, a cycle of 
remorse and misdeed that 
leads to self-loathing, 
compulsive over-achieve­
ment, grandiosity, a 
.downward spiral of pro­
gressively worsening be­
·ma.v,ior ,tha~rbegins , to,.ea- , 
danger job and family, 
empty promises to reform 

COMMENTARY 
we see that dark side of ing down and ·the addict' s world 
American religion which seems populated by people one has 
uses morality-talk to com- hurt and consequences one has 
pel obedience, which brought about. My guess is not. My 
judges harshly in the name guess is his powers of self-delusion 
of one who didn't judge, aren't yet exhausted. 

I feel like a war correspondent 
who wakes up every morning to the 
same war that he is tired of report­
ing. Now that we have read their 
words and heard their voices, we 
know just how deep is their petti: 
ness. 

We hear smarmy prosecutors de­
lighting in sex talk. We hear oppor­
tunistic politicians trashing an oppo­
nent. We hear a desperate leader,. 
playing with-wqrds. We read the sad 
delusions of a young woman crav­
ing attention. 

The more we know of them, the 
more we are forced to see of our­
selves. 

The fascination with dangerous 
sex, the mean and selective moral­
izing, the disrespect for privacy 
when privacy gets in the way of 
profit, the tendency to lie as long as 

. lying works, the abandonment of 
any sense of the commonweal-this 
goes beyond groping. • 

We are seeing deeply into a sys-

Disaster relief 
Disaster relief has become one 

of the truly outstanding and nation­
ally recognized ministries of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Since the launch of KBC disas­
ter relief in 1984, volunteers have 
responded to 37 disaster situations. 
From January-September 1998, 
volunteers have responded to eight 
different calls for help: snow and 
ice storms in Tennessee; flash 
floods, a plane crash and tornadoes 
in Kentucky and West Virginia; 
Hurricane Bonnie in North Caroli­
na; and flooding in Boston. At the 
time of this writing our volunteers 
were on alert status for Hurricane 
Georges. 

The response to needs are coor­
dinated through Red Cross and 
Southern Baptist Convention disas­
ter relief directors at the North 
American Mission Board. Ken­
tucky volunteers respond in three 
areas: mass feeding units, chain 

and a panicky determination to hold 
on to the job which feeds the addic­
tion. 

The disturbed behavior of young 
Monica Lewinsky looks like a vari­
ation on that same addiction. She 
flashes the president, she offers her 
body, then she demands respect. 
Meanwhile, the Miss America Pag­
eant celebrates women as sexual 

• flowers, Redhook magazine teach­
es the art of seduction, female golf­

. ers are photographed in full breast-

saw and mud-out. Volunteers must • 
receive training in order to partic­
ipate. ' Kentucky has r-:: 
more than 2,100 volun- '° 

teers who are certified to 
respond, but more are 
needed. 

The next basic train­
ing session will be Oct. 
24 from 8:45 a.m.-noon 
at the Elkhorn Baptist 
Association office on 
Red Mile Road in Lex- . 
ington. Volunteers who 8111 Mackey 
already have had the ini-
tial training are encouraged to re­
ceive advanced training ,through 
Red Cross and KBC. 

Larry Koch serves the Brother­
hood department as director of di­
saster relief. For more information 
on the upcoming training, call the 
Brotherhood department at (888) 
254-5720. 

Volunteers are not only trained 

which revels in turning Congress, meanwhile, is just get­
political disagreement into ting wound up in its binge of remorse­
good vs. evil, at the ex- less moralizing. Newt Gingrich got 
pense of true morality. caught in a shady book deal, and adul-

We who watch cannot terers Dan Burton and Helen Che­
;,1 confine these.events to the .noweth were forced into candor. But 

tidy boundar~es"'Of' -video-·· "shame-hasn't"tatned thei'r' invecttve. ' 
display. This is our addic- In facing addiction, however, we 
tive system, too. We are can only look inward. Like the co-de­

enablers, we are fellow addicts. We pendent spouse who escapes one ad- . 
elect these people antl reward their diet and marries another, we keep re­
compulsive behaviors. We teach warding the same compulsive person­
flirting and stalking in pursuit of alities. Bill Clinton looks mor~ and 
power. We project our own moral more like Richard Nixon without the 
failures onto . others and then de- glower. Ken Starr looks like Joe Mc­
nounce them. We created this cul- Carthy. 
ture of blaming and denial, binge in- We've been here before. And we'll 
vesting, credit-card wealth and stay until we put down the Starr re­
thoughtless drivers blaming victims port and examine ourselves: (RNS) 
for getting in_ the way. . . . Tom Ehrich is a pastor, writer and soft-

The paradigm of addiction might ware developer living in Winston-Salem, 
seem hopelessly soft to those gun- N.C. 

in disaster relief, but also in how 
to share the presence and joy of 
Jesus. During the KBC' s response 
to Hurricane Andrew, more than 

they have been responding along 
with Kentucky volunteers. 

The pastor of a small church at 
the center of Hugo's destruction led 
his church, Providence Baptist 
Church, to build a large warehouse 
for storage and distribution of do­
nated building materials. Also, the 

150 professed faith in 
Jesus and completed de­
cision cards that were 
shared with local church­
es for follow-up. (These 
numbers do not even in­
clude those from 11 oth­
er state conventions who 
also responded.) What a 
wonderful opportunity 
for ministry evangelism! 

• church purchased a feeding unit 
which was later adopted by the lo­
cal association. The pastor at that 
time, Mickey Caison, currently 
serves as a director of disaster re-

The Kentucky N"olun-
teers have influenced 

others to launch disaster relief min-
is tries. I was serving in South 

. Carolina during Hurricane Hugo. 
Because South Carolina Baptists 
experienced the outstanding min­
istry of Kentucky volunteers, they 
were inspired to launch an effec­
tive disaster relief ministry jointly 
with _associations. Hundreds of 
volunteers have been trained -and . 

lief with NAMB. • 
When you are ·willing to .follow 

Jesus in ministry, he will multiply 'the 
results. Thank you, Kentucky Bap­
tist disaster relief volunteers for your 
obedience to Jesus and for your out­
standing ministry to people who are 
so devastated during and following a 
disaster. Missions and ministry ef­
forts like these make me grateful that 
I am a Kentucky Baptist! 

Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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OPINION 
Where will your church look for a pastor? 

Parents need the wisdom of 
Solomon to sort out kid fights 

If your pastor were to resign or retire next week, where 
would your church look for a new pastor?What kind of 
education would you expect the new pastor to have, and 
from where? . 

From the basement, where the boys In the past, these were not difficult questions for Ken-
were playing, I heard screaming, tucky Baptist churches to answer. Most churches in the 
wailing, gnashing of teeth. Perturbed, central r~gion of th~ state tu~ed ~utom~tic~lly to South-
but not surprised, I walked to the ~m Bapt:J.st Theol<_>gical Senunary rn Lomsville. Church~s 
stairway door and called down, "What's rn_ the eastern region often turned to Cl_ear Creek Bapt:J.st 
the problem down there?" B_1ble College or Sou~em. ChlJ!ches ~ the western r~-

. . g1on usually turned either to Mid-Cont:J.nent College m 
More crying and yelping. Th_en Luke Mayfield, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 

moved to the bottom of the stairs and in Fort Worth Texas or Southern. 

HESAID 

Last spring, for example, the seminary graduated only 
16 students with Kentucky ties, down from an average 
of 30 to 40 in previous years. • 

Within this context, some Kentucky Baptists have 
called for creation of a new seminary. Several options 
have been explored. Some have wished one or more of 
our Kentucky Baptist Convention colleges would step 
up to the plate and launch a divinity school. Others have 
hoped Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond (Va.) 
. or Truett Theological Seminary at Baylor University 
would create satellite campuses in Kentucky. Yet anoth­
er group has announced plans to launch a new indepen­

dent seminary in Georgetown. 
sat down, indicating to my astute But today, 'answering that question isn't 

Mark Wingfield par~ntal sensor that he wasn't the one nearly ~o easy. The landscap~ of th~olo¥ical . 
EDITORIAL What finally will emerge reinaihs to be 

seen. But a few observations are in order 
about what might fail or succeed: crying. educat:J.on bas changed, and m fact 1s still changing, and 

"What did you do to your brother?" I asked Luke, who had for a variety of reasons. 
his back turned to me while playing with a belt that hadn't Among those reasons is a massive sociological change 
made it back to the closet. that has brought about the rise of multiple new seminar-

I Building a new self-contained seminary is a daunt­
ing challenge today due to the enormous cost of erecting 
buildings, hiring faculty and staff and stocking the kind 
of library needed for accreditation. Spending money on 
bricks and mortar should not be the only option consid­
ered. 

Silence, then Luke volunteered in a frustrated voice, "I ies and university-based theol?gy schools_ in the last de-
can't remember all I did to him." cad~. Whereas Southern ~ap~sts on~e rehe~ almos! ex-

" . . ?" • elusively upon the denonunat:J.on's six official semmar-
11
Dld ~ou hit Garrett. I asked. , . ies, those six seminaries no longer have a comer on the I The cost of student tuition is a major-factor-in where 

students choose to go. Education at the SBC' s six semi­
naries is heavily subsidized by the Cooperative Program, . 
a fact that has made the education of SBC ministers · 
among the most affordable of any denomination. With­
out significant schqlarship resources, any new venture . . 
in theological education will face difficulty in attracting • 

/~s, he ~odde~ after a momen! s r~fl~ctm~. pastor-training market. 

11
D1d,rou p1~ch_ him or squee~e him? I in_qutr.ed furt_her. Another reason, of course, is the political and theo-
No, Luke insisted, glad to find some guilt-free territory logical changes that have swept the Southern Baptist 

for a moment. Convention since 1979. In Kentucky especially, there is 
"He hurt me!" Garrett suddenly wailed from the unseen no more profound manifestation of the SBC's "contro-

recesses of the basement playroom. versy" than the divergent attitudes felt about changes at 
"Garrett hit me first," Luke interjected as he began slipping . Southe~ Seminary. . . students due to the cost differential. • 

the looped belt over his head. Most inform~ ~entuck_y Bapt:J.sts f~ mto one of only 
"Don't do that!" I sputtered, envisioning a 6-year-old two camps on this _issue: Either th~y t~nk ~hat has hap-

I To be successful, any new venture in theological 
education in Kentucky must appeal not only to moder­
ate Baptists but also to centrist Baptists. That means such 
a venture must have leaders who are known to be au­
_thenJiqcholl!fS wit\), a p~&si,,m for missions !illd evange­
lism but who are. not so nan:ow in their_ thought and the­
ology as the fundamentalist side of the SBC. These lead­
ers must be free of baggage carried over from past SBC 
struggles and must be perceived as representing the main­
stream thought of Kentucky Baptists. 

choking himself. • ix:ned_ a! Southern 1s the _greatest ~n~ Im~gmable or th~y 
Th~t's the amazing t_hing about parenting: Crisis resolution ~ it _is the moSt despicable thing Imagmable. There is 

,- ~ □oesn;~ nap~~n':~usto~-e;.tnicig al-a,Jime,bu[frfth_i~e,~,::.~~s'.,:~•· ''. ';: ~ 01:~~:~:~d~h~ch~s ~d p~st~r~ ha~;~;enewed 
Sometimes 1t ~ hke trying to catch a monkey swinging from confidence in Southern. While in the past tqey might 
the rafters while stepping over banana peels on the floor and have sent students out of state to a more conservative 
dodging bullets from three directions. school, they are delighted now to send students to Lou-

I kept Luke from absentmindedly choking himself, but I isville. 
lost the momentum for my investigation into Luke's But other Kentucky churches have lost confidence in 
mistreatment of Garrett, which may have been prompted by Sou~em. One ~easure of this is '~e number of Ken-
Garrett's mistreatment of Luke but who knows? tuckians graduat:J.ng from Southern m recent. years. En-

' rollment numbers paint a partial picture of what's hap­

SHESAID Getting to the root of the problem is 
not always easy, or even possible when 
it comes to sorting out an argument -
between the boys. Those famous 
words-"He started it!"-come all too 
often from both their mouths; giving me 
no choice but to put them both on 

pening at a school, but the one statistic that cannot mis­
lead is graduation numbers. Like it or not, this statistic 
shows a downward trend for Kentuckians at Southern. 

Whether anything can or will be begun that success­
fully faces all these challenges is impossible to say at 
this point. What can be said with certainty is that bow 
this question is answered will shape the nature of Ken­
tucky Baptist churches and the KBC itself for the next 
century and beyond. 

notice or in time out, or (the biggie) 
remove a privilege. 

. . . . A mother could Lise the wisdom of 
Ahson Wingfield Solomon on these occasions. 

One of the other tried and true phrases I often hear is "It 
was an accident, Mommy," spoken in a most innocent voice. 
Yeah, right, you accidentally whacked your brother with a 
baseball bat when you weren't even playing baseball. Or "I 
didn't mean to hurt him." This after pinching his brother's 
arm as hard as he could. 

To make life even more complicated, if Mark and I both 
are here trying to sort out a problem, we don't always agree 
on how it should be handled. We each have our own hot 
buttons, and if the boys cross the line on those issues, one of 
us comes down harder than the other. We try not to disagree 
in front of the boys (I think the parenting books call this a 
united front), but we probably confuse them when whoever is 
the person-in-charge at the moment metes out a stronger 
punishment for some transgression than the other did. 

Parenting with grace, tough love, being fair-it's hard to 
sort them all out, especially in the midst of a crisis. Makes me 
appreciate the wisdom of God to keep things sorted out when 
Qe deals with us-even us grown-ups-on a daily basis. 

- -- --- -· - - -----

'Will a man rob God?' 
By Lynn Traylor 

"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 
But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' In 
tithes and offerings. You are under a 
curse- the whole nation of you- be­
cause you are robbing me." (Malachi 
3:8-9) 

It's an "in your face" 
kind of question, isn't it? 
After all, no one likes to 
be called a thief. Yet the 
people of God are called 
"robbers," and the charge 
is made by God! 

The prophet's ques­
tion comes in response to 
Israel's self-estimate of 
her faithfulness. In their 
minds there is no basis for such ques­
tioning. The King James Version's ren-

• dering the verse 8 reveals this attitude: 
"Wherein have we robbed thee?" They 
ask, "At what point have we taken what 
belonged to God?" 

At first glance, Malachi's answer, "in 
tithes and offerings," tempts us to think 
in tenns of money. Indeed, this passage 
is often used to encourage faithfulness 
in financial giving. But the text moves 
beyond dollars to devotion. The "tithes" 

were intended to support the Levites, 
and "offerings" were sacrifices to be 
made in worship. Malachi's response 
suggests that the nation is guilty of an 
underlying ailment. Their half-hearted 
sacrifices (1:6-14) show Israel had be­
come confused in its thinking, believ­

ing that blessings and 
curses were the measure 
of faith. 

Israel had given in the 
past. They were weary of 
worship, of giving their 
best. They were waiting 
on God to "reward" their 
"faith." 

"Will a man rob God?" 
The fact that God loved 
them had been all but for­
gotten (1:2). Malachi lit­

erally means "my messenger," and the 
message is to a people who have become 

. weary in faith. When we· no longer are 
willing to respond to God's love for us, 
our faith and worship . evaporate into 
self-centeredness. In losing sight of 
God's love for them, Israerhad wearied 
themselves and their faith. They were 
robbing God of the sincere worship that 
divine love calls forth. 

"Wherein have we robbed thee?" Is­
rael had become so disillusioned that they 

- Mark Wingfield 

openly questioned their relationship with 
God (3:14). Malachi's dialogues point to 
this drift in faithfulness. Though genera­
tions had responded to the '"Thus says the 
Lord" of earlier prophets, no such state­
ments are found in Malachi. The root of 
their disillusionment lay in their sense of 
how God ought to bless them. 

When faith is measured by our own 
standards, it is easy to become disillu­
sioned when blessings we think are de­
served don't appear. The robbery oc­
curred when they replaced God's stan­
dards for faithfulness with their own. 

A news story told of a man who 
found an extra $20,000 in his checking 
account. The man used all the money to 
pay his bills. When confronted, he re­
plied that he thought the money was his. 
While the man argued his ownership, 
the bank's fraud charges challenged his 
motivation. 

For many Baptist churches, a new 
. church year is beginning. Malachi's 

question challenges us to con~ider 
whether we are willing to give the best 
of our time and talents to God on God's 

terms rather than our 
own. "Will a man rob 
God?" Don't we? 

Lynn Traylor i11pastor of 
Westport Baptist Church 
in Westport 
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RESu-URCES 
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This week's 
questions 

■ Is it OK to live 
together before 

marriage? 

■ How can I help my 
child learn to be 

content? 

.•• '.'...o; 

Q. Is it OK to live together· before 
marriage? 

Beware whenever there is the at­
tempt to experience some of-the ben­
efits of marriage without the accom­
panying responsibilities. 
God designed the sexual 
union to celebrate the 
ever-growing bonds of 
love in a COffi!llitted, long-

• term marriage relation­
ship. It is not to be used as 
a "test run" situation. 
Christians are called to 
sexual purity. 

The reasons for this are 
practical as well as moral. If you have 
.children, you want them to see the ex­
ample and feel the security of a fully 
committed marriage relationship, not 
a half-committed arrangement. Statis­
tics tell a different story from popular 
misconceptions; _the majority of peo­
ple who live together outside of mar­
riage never marry the person they live 
with. The majority of cohabitants who 
eventually do marry divorce at a high­
e_r rate than that of the general popu­
lation. 

Eric Fruge of Lexington outlines 
the dangers of what he calls a "pseu0 

do-marriage." A pseudo-marriage in­
sists on unhealthy control, lack of pri­
vacy, unlimited access, a demanded 
parental role and "prove it to me" sex. 
A healthy dating relationship, on the 
other hand, knows the proper priority 
of self-control, respect, family and 
friendship. 

In order for a home to be a safe 
r ~-~ •· - ' •' - , 

sanctuary, the prospective mate 
should "pick up the key" only at the 
marriage altar. If a marriage is to be 
healthy, it is best begun with no fears, 
regrets or pressure, through the re­
spectful door of a healthy courtship. 

Stillwell 

There is the added bo­
nus in a wedding celebra­
tion of having the support 
of family and friends in an 

. open and memorable way. 
You make the wise choice 
when you enter marriage 
from the door of a respect­
ful courtship, and you in­
crease the odds of a love 
for a lifetime. - James 

to have something right now is anoth­
er good way to keep stuff from be-
coming too important. Waiting builds ~,. 1,1 • • • t 
the excitement and often helps chil- 9'110U1u ffl/ff /S 'BfS 
dren app~eciat~ things even mor~ •. - be conce••ned 

• I Wait until tomorrow. Waiting I II 

until tomorrow gives children time to about mone,y'I 
think and to ask themselves, "Is this - • 
really ho_w I want _to spend my mon- By Don Spencer 
ey? Is this somethmg I really want?" 
Sometimes they_ will change their No one ever enters the minis-
mind. Sometimes the desire will go try for finan-
a,way. Sometimes they may even de- cial reward. 
cide they can do without whatever it However, to 
is they wanted. live in to-

I Wait, even when you don't have. day's world 

ing to control our desires and even to the require-
to. Self-control is a good thing. Learn- -1 and to fulfill 

- say no to ourselves is a good way to I ments set 
Q. How can I help my child learn to keep stuff from becoming too impor- I forth in 1 
be content? tant. It gives children the chance to ask lijiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil Timothy 5:8, 

the question, "Do I really have to have every minis-
Contentment does not come natu- this?" ter must have some concern 

rally for most of us. It has to be These suggestions are adapted about adequate finances. Many 
learned. One of the ways boys and from the content of a retreat on mate- churches are considering new 
girls learn to be content is by learning rialism I conduct for older children. If • budgets at this time of year, so 
to wait. Teach your children to: • you'd like more information on this this is the prime time to consider 

I Wait until you have the money. resource, call (502) 896-8882. - some important questions: 
Borrowing money is easy .. Paying it - David Garrard I Does your church pay your -

_ back is much harder and can caus,e FamilyForumwritersareDavidGarrard, minister an am~mnt co~par~b~e 
many problems and pressures. Don t minister to children at St. Matthews Bap- to other professionals with sum-
let your children get in the habit of tist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, lar educational background and 
borrowing money.·Waiting until they minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist responsibility? 
have the money will teach children to . _ C,hurch in Lexington; Susan Howell, as- I If a church owned home 
be satisfied with what they have, will sistan~ profe~sor <?f psychology at Ca_mp- (parsonage) is provided, has your 
help them enjoy what they have more bellsville University; Wade Rowatt, direc- church made some provision to 
and will help keep things from becom- ~or of the st•. Matt~ew_s Past0ral Counsel- offset the minister's inability to 
. . mg Center m Lou1sv1lle; and Al Shackle- . . . ? 
mg too i~porta~t to them. . ford, editor of Mature Living magazine: bmld eqmty m a home. . 

I ~ait unt1~ the. next _gift day. Send questions for Family Forum to West- . I Have all elements of_fi~an-
Learnmg to wait until Christmas or em Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. cial support for your minister 
Y9W:, nC?~f,Ri;W4,!\Y,, ir;tj~/Wr9Lhi\Ying,n 40253-01: .. ~ mail us .. at.:w.esrec.@ntr.net - kepLpac.e.withiliflation? 

• I-Are ministry-related expens-
es paid on a accountable reim­
bursement basis and not consid­

Now at Baptist Book Stores 
ered part of the minister' s "pay 
package?" 

I If your minister should die 
unexpectedly, is the ·amount of 
life insurance coverage adequate 
to meet the needs of the minis­
ter's family? 

"He recognized the unique faith and 
• convictions resident among 

Kentucky Baptists." 
-A.B. Colvin 

"This-.collection will light the fires of 
memory for some and introduce to 

new generations this teacher, 
preacher, prophet and poet who 

wrote what he saw, felt and believed 
about almost everything that 

mattered most to 
Kentucky Baptists." 

Bill Marshall 

This new book presents the best of C.R. 
Daley's editorials during his 27-year 

tenure as editor of the Western 
Recorder. He wrote during pivotal times 

in Baptist life and American life, 
prophetically addressing su~h issues as 

civil rights while ·at the same time 
penning lyric remembrances of , 

Kentucky's great outdoors. 
Daley Observations is a treasure of 

Kentucky Baptist history, yet contains 
insight relevant to Baptist clergy and 

laity alike today. 

Visit-the Baptist 
Book Store in 
Louisville,· 
Lexington or 
Owensboro, or use 
the former at right 
to order directly 
from Western 
Recorder. 

r------------------- ----------- .--, 
I _ Name: 

I Mailing A~dress: -State: ____ ZIP: 
: City:~----------
1 
I 
I 
I 

o I'd like to order_ copies of Daley Observations at $15 each (including shipping) 

Mail this form with check to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 

I 
I 
' I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

L-------- --- ---- - -----------------~ 
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I If your minister should be- . 
come disabled, has the church 
provided disability insurance that 
would replace a portion of the 
minister's current income? 

I Does your church contrib­
ute an adequate amount toward 
the minister' s retirement that will 
allow the minister to maintain the 
same standard of living in retire­
ment? 

I Does your minister's family 
have adequate medical insurance 
coverage? 

• lls your church truly commit-
ted to being biblical and fair with 
financial support so ministers and 
church employees serve without 
undue worry about fmances? 

God's plan .is that those who 
preach the gospel shall be sup­
ported by those who receive it (1 
Corinthians 9:14)! We are re- -f 
minded in ·-1 Timpt_liy:·5: 17-18.<"" • -
that while ministers who-serve • -
well are not necessarily to receive 1 ~ 
double pay, they are worthy of it 
and should at least receive ade­
quate financial support. 

_ Your KBC annuity depart­
ment can provide additional in­
formation to -guide in setting up a 
minister's financial support plan. 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's annuity deparlment. 

- ---------- - --



-• 

• 
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Pearl pastor: Prepare to minister in crisis 

PEARL, Miss. (BP)-Churches 
should recognize that violence could 
happen in their communities and take 
steps to respond with ministry, said a 
Mississippi pastor all too familiar with 
the subject. 

One year ago this month, Pearl, 
Miss., became,...the first in a string of 
cities to experience high school shoot­
ings. 

A teenager killed his mother before 
going to school and killing two teen­

, age girls and injuring seven others. He 
has since been sentenced to life in pris­
on. 

"What happened in Pearl can hap­
pen in your town," Tommy Mitchell, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Pearl, 
wrote in the November issue of Youth 
Ministry Update, a newsletter for 
churches. 

Mitchell advised churches not only 
to acknowledge the possibility of vio­
lence but also to consider in advance 
how they can respond. 

A church's first response will be 
determined by its preparation, or lack 
thereof, he wrote. "What kind of help 
is needed? Any kind of servant min­
istry that meets a need will be greatly 
appreciated,"·he stated. 

Churches should make arrange­
ments in advance with community 

leaders to be involved as a pre-ap­
proved helping group, responsible for 
specific tasks, he wrote. That allows a -
smoother response to a crisis that 
won't tie up communications during 
the crisis. 

"Determine what your church can 
do to help, and then arrange to do just 
those things," he suggested. 

Among his ideas for ministry were: 
I A gathering place. "In Pearl, we 

were amazed at how quickly parents, 
relatives and curiosity seekers arrived 
at the school after the shooting." Of­
fering facilities as a gathering place for 
students, teachers and parents might 
help, as fewer people would flock to 
the school and police department, he 
wrote. • 

I Comfort. Comfort can be offered 
in a variety of packages, he stated. 
After the Pearl shooting, many stu­
dents, teachers and parents were at the 
police department to give statements. 

''Though the adults- had coffee to 
drink, there were very few creature 
comforts for teenagers," he wrote. 
"Our church provided a van-load of 
cold drinks that were quickly con­
sumed by the teenagers who were 
there. Rendering such aid may seem 
small before a crisis, but it will be 
deeply appreciated during the crisis, 

1999 Ye1zio1\7!dt1't CELEBRATIONS! "' 

NAS LLE, 

especially by a teen who cannot stop 
shaking from fear." 

I Counseling. "People who are 
trained in crisis intervention counsel­
ing are a prized group during .such a 
tragedy." He wrote. 

I Ministry and care. Don't over­
look the importance Sunday school 
workers might have, he added. ''The 
teenagers know, love and trust them. 
Just being present to hug a child is a 
valuable ministry." 

Two crucial items that need atten­
tion are responses to news media and 
care for the caregivers, Mitchell wrote. 

"Exercise a great deal of restraint 
and caution with the news media," he 
advised. Failure to select a spokesper­
son could result in a well-meaning but 
misinformed church speaking for the 
congregation. 

"Rumor control in a school shoot­
ing requires a major effort on the part 
of all responsible people," he wrote. 
"Remind your youth and parents that 
if they do not know something -as a 
fact, they should not speak of it. The 
same is true for ministers." 

Regarding care for the caregivers, 
Mitchell counseled leaders to consid­
er the emotional drain from such an 
event. "After two weeks of dealing 
with the most horrible tragedy I have 
ever endured, I had to seek out help 
for my own emotions and get some 
rest. 

''The needs and demands of peo­
ple involved in·a school shooting will 
outlast -your ability to care;" he· add=­
ed. "Your ministry staff and other car­
egivers need to know that they cannot 
endure all the pain and emotions of 
others without support. 

All participants who work at an 
incidence of violence will need crisis 

-intervention counseling to sort 
through the a variety of feelings, he 
wrote. ''Three common feelings that 
will emerge are fear, guilt and anger." 

ADVERTISING GOD Commuters in Pompano Beach, Fla., who think gridlock on South Florida streets has reac~~{1 biblical 
proportions pass a light-hearted billboard. An anonymous Fort Lauderdale area-based, not-tor-profit group has spent 
several hundred thousand dollars in an ad campaign to get people to return to religion. (Reuters photo) 
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I End times prophecies drive evangelical supporJ for Israel 
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By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOMBARD 111.-Fostered by 
Sunday school maps and driven by 
their reading of Bible prophecies, 
many evangeliqtls are linked in an 
unusual union with Israel that influ­
ences public opinion and sometimes 
foreign policy, according to a 
church historian. 

"To many observers, the close re­
lationship between Israel and many 
American evangelicals seems baf­
fling," Timothy Weber wrote in the 
Oct. 5 cover story of Christianity 
Today, "How Evangelicals Became 
Israel's Best Friend." 

Weber is professor of church his­
tory and dean at Northern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Lombard, 
Ill. He formerly taught at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. 

"Many American evangelicals 
pledge their love for the State of Is­
rael, support its claims against those 
of the Palestinians, and resist any­
thing that might undercut Israel's 

security. But they 
also target Jews 
for evangelism 
and sometimes 
blame them for the 
mess the world is 
in," he stated. 
,.:i,,-On-;sa':•primary 

'leve( ~many evan­
gelicals view Isra­

el as their "home away from home," 
because that is where Jesus lived, 
died and rose again, he wrote. 

• But understanding how a group 
of Christians could align themselves 
so closely with a group that rejects 
Jesus as the Messiah requires an un­
derstanding of the way many evan­
gelicals interpret Bible prophecy, 
Weber stated. 

Evangelicals who support Israel 
generally foilow a biblical interpre­
tation system known as dispensa­
tionalism, he wrote. 

Developed in the mid-1800s by 
Englishman John Nelson Darby, 
dispensationalism teaches that God 
deals with humanity according to 
two plans, one for Israel and the oth-· 
er for the Christian church. 

Followers of dispensationalism 
"believe that the Holy Land will be 
ground zero for events surrounding 
the Second Coming of Jesus Christ," 
Weber wrote. "Such evangelicals 
read the Bible as though it were ·a 
huge jigsaw puzzle of prophecies, 
with Israel in the center. They be­
lieve that human history is f9llow­
ing a predetermined divine script, 
and they and Israel are simply play­
ing their assigned roles." 

ODD ALLIANCE Israel's Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the 
International Christian Embassy, an 
ardant/y pro-Israel group. Church historian 
Timothy Weber charts the linkage between 
evangelicals and the nation of Israel. He 
also questions whether that relationship 
has hurt Christians' witness and damaged 
peace talks in the region. (Reuters photo) 

Included in Israel's role, dispen­
sationalists believe, is that the coun­
try will sign a peace treaty with the 
Antichrist unknowingly, suffer be­
trayal by the · Antichrist and be at­
tacked by armies from all directions. 

"Obviously, the key to this entire 
prophetic plan is the refounding of 
Israel as a nation state in Palestine," 
he wrote. 

While most dispensationalists 
were content to let God work things 
out, others actively worked to help 
bring about the series of events 
needed in this script. 

When the Zionist movement be­
gan in the 1880s and '90s, support­
ing establishing a home country for 
Jews, "dispensationalists at that time 
seemed more eager for Jews to 
move back to Palestine than did 
Jews themselves," Weber wrote. 

Ironically, he stated, the same 
evangelicals who wanted to see the 
Jews establish a Middle Eastern 
homeland were some of the same 
people who accused the Jews of 
plotting to destroy Christian civili­
zation and take over the world. 

In the 1920s and '30s, some dis­
pensationalists distributed "The Pro­
tocols of the Elders of Zion," which 
supposedly were the minutes of a se­
cret meeting of Jewish conspirators. 

During World War II, dispensa­
tionalists opposed the Nazis but 
viewed them as God's instruments 
for judgment and for increasing 

Jewish desire for a homeland, We­
ber )\'rote. 

After the war, the Jews established 
a nation by declaring statehood after 
Britain withdrew from Palestine. Al­
though immediately attacked by Arab 
armies, Israel stood firm and was rec­
ognized by the United Nations within 
a year. 

When Israel attacked Egypt in 
1956 to capture Sinai, dispensational­
ists supported the move even though 
the U.S. government opposed it, We­
ber wrote. "For dispensationalists, not 
to support Israel was to align oneself 
against the purposes of God." 

That opinion continues to motivate 
many dispensationalists, he said. 

In the 1970s, Israelis began to rec­
ognize the influence of American . 
evangelical support, Weber wrote. 

Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson 
are key players in evangelical support 
for Israel, Weber stated. 

• "When (Israel Prime Minister Ben­
jamin) Netanyahu visited the United 
States in January 1998, Falwell helped 
arrange a meeting between the prime 
minister and a number of other evan­
gelical leaders, including John Hagee 
and Southern Baptists Morris Chap­
man and Richard Land. Falwell and 
the others pledged to mobilize the 
evangelical community against the 
Clinton administration's pressure on 
Israel to give up more land to the Pal-
estinians," Weber wrote. ! ; 

Such friendship has been costly, 
Weber contended. "Supporting Israel 
has often meant that evangelicals must 
not be as evangelistic as they would 
like to be." 

And · some evangelicals have de­
monized the Palestinians, he added. 
"Because they are the enemies of the 
modern State of Israel, they are also 
the enemies of God and the servants 
of Satan." 

But the biggest issue is whether the 
relationship between evangelicals and 
Israel helps or hurts the Middle East 
peace process, Weber stated. • 

"Because of their prophetic views, 
evangelicals are often less than 9pti­
mistic about the prospects for peace," 
he wrote. 

"Part of the problem is the over­
confidence evangelicals have about 
their prophetic views. Bible teachers 
are not inerrant; and they have 
changed their minds often," he wrote. 
"History is still full of surprises- so 
why make categorical statements 
·about what cannot happen between 
Israel and her neighbors? 

''The future is in God's hands; in 
the end, Jesus wins," he concluded . 
"But getting to that point may be more 
complicated and full of surprises than 
. many people think. It is time for a 
strategy of humility and hope." 

Falwell's Liberty University plans hugh class trip to Israel 
LYNCHBURG, Va. (RNS)­

Jerry Falwell's Liberty University 
will send 3,000 of its students to Is­
rael in January for a religious-stud­
ies tour that is an outgrowth of Fal­
well's close relationship with Israe­
li Prime Minister Benjamin Netan­
yahu. 

Falwell has led 26 student pil­
grimages to Europe since he found­
ed Liberty University in 1971, but 

the January trip will be the largest 
by far. Participants in the tour will 
be drawn from the 5,700 students on 
Liberty's campus in Lynchburg, 
Va., and another 7,000 enrolled in 
off-campus progrl;lmS. • 

An anonymous donation of $4 
million will cover the tour, the 
Chronicle of Higher Education re­
ported in its issue dated Sept. 25. 

The tour will visit sites important 

to Christians situated both in Israel, 
such as Nazareth and .the Sea of Ga­
lilee, and in areas of the West Bank 
controlled by the Palestinian Au­
thprity, such as Bethlehem. 

"There's not an institution of 
higher learning in the United States 
that has made this kind of trip­
ever," said Jay Spencer, Liberty's 
vice president for enrollment man­
agement. 
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Christian presence still dwindling in the Holy Land 
Continued from page 1 

In the governing council of the . 
Palestinian Authority, for example, 
they hold 7 percent of the 88 seats. 

Yet, Hagopian and other "living 
stones," as Arab Christians often are 
called, say they often feel forgotten by 
Western Christians, who seem eager 
to claim the historic landmarks of the 
Holy Land but not so quick to em-_ 
brace its people. 

"Unfortunately, pilgrims come and 
go. They visit the churches, visit the 
stones, but not the living church," said 
Claudette Habesch, secretary general 
of Caritas Jerusalem, the Catholic 
charities office in the Holy Land. 
"Many pilgrims come and go without 
ever realizing there are Christians liv-

ing in the Holy Land." . 
Squeezed by a poor economy and 

increasing fundamentalism by both 
Jews and Muslims, Christians said it 
is sometimes better 
to look for a fresh 
start elsewhere. 

"This is a 
church of love, so 
when you -see dic­
tatorship, war and 
bloodshed, it goes 
against your be­
liefs," said Jack 
Khazmo, a Syrian Orthodox who ed­
its a pro-Palestinian political maga­
zine. 

Orthodox Jews argue Muslims are 
the ones persecuting Christians, and 

Khazmo agreed there have been iso-­
lated incidents of abuse. But he and 
others said the relationship is 111uch 
better between Arab Christians and 

Arab Muslims than 
it is between Arab 
Christians and Is­
raeli Jews. 

Habesch, whose 
fa.mily has been in 
Jerusalem and its 
surrounding area 
for generations, 
said it is the occu­

pation of Palestinian land by Jews that 
has caused Arab Christians the most 
pain. She said she lost her family home 
during the 1967 war, a home just a few 
minutes from her office outside the 

New Gate into the Old City. 
"I can forgive, and I will, but I can't 

forget," she said. "Still, I don't want 
to become a prisoner of the past." 

To that end, Habesch said, her 
work with Caritas involves everything 
from low-interest loans to young cou­
ples struggling to remain in the Holy 
Land to college scholarships and pro-
grams for the elderly. • 

"It is important for us never to for­
get that we are Christians living in the 
Holy Land," said 'Bernard Sabella, a 
professor of sociology at Bethlehem 
University, who has studied Christian 
emigration trends. "This is something 
very special. What better witness 
could there be than to be in Palestine 
and working for peace?" 

"It is important for 
us never to forget 
that we are 
Christians living in 
the -Holy Land." 
Bernard Sabella, a • 
professor of sociology at 
Bethlehem University 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1998 

MORNING/AFTERNOON SESSION 

10:00 AM - 11 :00 AM 
11:00AM-12:00 PM. 

LOCATION: MID-CONTINENT COLLEGE (MAYFIELD, KY) 
99 Powell Road East (800) 232-4622 Dr. David Jester, President/Host 

Celebrate Jesus Together Worship Service 
Seminars (*) 

_Our Goal: 
1200 Black & White Baptists 

Celebrating J~ . .. Together! 

12:00 PM 
1 :30 PM - 3:30 PM 
3:30PM 

EVENING SESSION 
6:30PM 

SATURDAY,OCTOBER17 

9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 
10:00 AM - 11 :30 AM 
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM · . 
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM 

•semin~rs: 

Free Lunch for first 100 registered (non-students) (School Cafeteria) 
Seminars Repeated 
Close (Dinner on your own) --~s 'i1H~ • ,., '• .. . • 

~~~ ",.,, 

....__,;_· .... '"· •. 4 .,· . ..; ~ _\·,:~ 

_ LOCATION: TRACE CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH (MAYFIELD, KY) 
Celebrate Jesus Toaether Rally Highway 131 : Exit 27 off Purchase Parkway go 31/2 miles (502) 658-3304) 

To Eternity Rev. Ronnie Stinson, Pastor/Host 
(An African-American Music Ensemble) 

LOCATION: GREATER HARRISON STREET _BAPTIST CHURCH (PADUCAH, KY) 
1126 Harrison Street. (502) 442-8946 Rev. Marian Daniels, Pastor/Host 

Celebrate Jesus. Together Worship Service 
Seminars/Worksl;lops 
Lunch 
Workshops, Seminars & Closing 

"The Power to Change Lives: How to Build a Great Commission Sunday School" 
(Mr. Darryl Wilson, Director of Sunday School Department (KBC) 

"The Agony and the Ecstasy of the Ministry" "Intentional Partners in Christian Reconciliation" 
(Dr. C. H. Chariton) (Dr. Lincoln N. Bingham) 

-Sund~ School Workshops: Good News for Youth: The Power to Change Lives (Ages fa-17); Good News for Kids: The Power to Change Lives (Ages 6-11 ); 
(Teachers/Workers) and Good News for Preschoolers & Their Families: The Power to C,hange Uves (Ages birth to 5) 

Sponsored by the Mission and Evangelism Division of the Kentucky Baptist Convention - Dr. Larry Martin, Director 
& The Baptist Unlfied,Christlan Leadership Conference of the General Association of Kentucky Baptists - Rev. Porter Balley, President 

Lincoln N. Bingham - Conference Coordinator & Cooperative Ministries Consultant (KBC) 
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lireat New 
Communications 

Services 
for the Kentucky Bapti~t Convention 

l: 

Toll-tree Voice Lines • Target your call with great new directed toll-free numbers! 
) Fax Lines , 

~~ ~~ 
Need to send a document to the Baptist Building? Send it straight to 
the department you need to reach with our n!lJV f~ un~s! l • 

Voice Mail 
Need to leave a message for someone after hours? Use the new voice 
mail system to get your message through! 

,f :.:./··: .•..,.. · You can now reach anyone at the Baptist Bullding, Kentucky WMU, the 
.. , ..... ...--.-....... "\,,,... E-Mail 

·),<> ··:_.\ ... \~.,... . Ke~tucky Baptist Foundation and !he Western Recorder by ele~tronic 
-'1; . mail. Just send your message to firstname_lastname@kybapt1st.org! 

World Wide Web 

-4 

And don't forget to catch the Kentucky Baptist Convention on the 
World Wide Web! A wealth of information is now at your fingertips -
http://www.kybaptist.org. 

,, .... ~ 

1'1::ntucky Baptist Convention 
Phone and fax.Jines 
Main·Switchbaard-1-800-266-6477 or 502-245-4101 
Annual Church Profile 
Voice: 1-888-254-5715 • Fax: 502-254-4755 
Annuity lnftinnation 
Voice: 1-888-254-5703 • Fax: 502-254-4758 
Brotherhood Ministriss 
Voice: 1-888-254-5720 • Fax: 502-254-4761 
Church Bui/ding Loans_ 
Voice: 1-888-254-5721 • Fax: 502-254-4765 
ContributloM Assistance 
Voice: 1-888-254-5717 • Fax: 502-254-4753 
CommunicatloM and Cooperative l'rogi-am 
Voice: 1-888-254-5713 • Fax: 502-254-4774 
Convention Msssenger Cards 
Voice: 1-888-254-5712 • Fax: 502-254-4 773 
D11veloping Hsalthy Churches 
Voice: 1-888-254-5710 • Fax: 502-254-4768 
Discipleship and Stswardship Assistance 
Voice: 1-888-254-5708 • Fax: 502-254-4770 
Evangelism Opportunitiss 
Voice: 1-888-254-"5722 • Fax: 502-254-4766 

Family Ministry Information 
Voice: 1-888-254-5704 ! Fax: 502-254-4759 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
Voice: 1-888-254-5701 • Fax: 502-244-6467 
Ksntucky Woman's Missionary Union 
Voice: 1-888-254-5726 • Fax: 502-244-6486 
Minlstsr/Church Support 
Voice: 1-888-254-5702 • Fax: 502-254-4757 
Music Leaders 
Voice: 1-888-254-5707 • Fax: 502-254-4771 
l'artnsrshlp Ministries 
Voice: 1-888-254-5724 • Fax: 502-254-4767 
Starting New Churches and Ministries 
Voice: 1-888-254-5725 • Fax: 502-254-4 764 
Sunday School and Bible Study 
Voice: 17888-254-5709 • Fax: 502-254-4769 
Westsrn Recordsr 
Voice: 1-888-254-5728 (subscriptions) 

1-888-254-5729 (reporting news) 
Fax: 502-244-6474 
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Hurricane Georges requires 
massive Baptist response 

ALPHAREIT A, Ga. (BP)-The 
killer wind and rain of Hurricane 
Georges forced the largest mobiliza­
tion of Southern Baptist Disaster Re­
lief volunteers since Hurricane An­

. drew in 1992, with 14 feeding units 
and nine cleanup and recovery units 
being ac.tivated. 

The storm claimed more than 320 
lives in its journey across the Carib­
bean and across southernmost Flori­
da before making landfall on the Mis­
sissippi coast. 

Most of the heaviest damage and 
loss of life occurred in the Caribbean . 
Four Southern Baptist disaster relief 
airlift feeding units prepared meals for 
victims and relief workers in Puerto 
Rico. The Southern Baptist Interna­
tional Mission Board coordinated a 
response plan for the Dominican Re­
public, Haiti and other affected na­
tions. 

Mickey Caison, coordinator of 
Southern Baptist disaster relief work, 
said the response needed in the Unit­
ed States was somewhat less than 
originally had been anticipated. 

''What will happen is we'll transi­
tion from the emergency (response) to 
the long-term in the next week or so," 
Caison said. Long-term recovery ef­
forts include coordination of rebuild­
ing, which in the past has lasted as 

. lR~~S!!.,l'~ar., 0 '---·-·- .. , 
,.., '· vffie extens1veidamage across the 

Caribbean created an immediate need 
for volunteers and· monetary dona-

tions to help people rebuild their dev­
astated lives, said a Southern Baptist 
disaster relief expert. The need is com­
pounded by massive flooding in 
Bangladesh, for which Southern Bap­
tist missionaries also are mobilizing 
relief ministries. • 

''These people (in the Caribbean) 
are going to have a real challenge re­
building," said Eddie Pettit, a disaster 
damage assessor who works for the 
South Carolina Baptist Convention. 
''They've lost more than 25 percent 
of the available resources for rebuild­
ing. When you're talking · about 
12,500 homes that need repair, you're 
talking about a large-scale task." 

Pettit arrived on the scene just days 
after the hurricane hit, assessing how 
Southern Baptists can best respond to 
help people recover. 

• "We can respond immediately 
with water purifiers and with feeding 
programs, but one of our strengths is 
construction. A lot of these people 
won't have the means to rebuild, so 
we will come in and help them get 
their lives back together." 

Teams of volunteers are being re­
cruited to go to the islands. Those in­
terested in participating in a project 
can call (804) 219-1331. 

Southern Baptists who want to 
contribute to the effort can send gifts 
designated fo~ "general relief' to: 
Southern-Baptist World Relief,"Office 
of Finance, P.O. Box 6767, Rich­
mond, Va. 23230. 

Having a holiday at the assemblies 
Just so you know, Cedarmore 

and Jonathan Creek are now open 
year-round to meet your confer­
ence and retreat needs. 

While we are only half-way 
through October, Christmas rs 
only 10 weeks away. How many 
shopping days do we have left? I 
don ' t • know-don't want to 
know- and I'm not counting! 

tinue to chart new waters for both 
Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek, 
we have become_ year-round op­
erations. Now all we need is you. 

The quiet peacefulness of ei­
ther place makes Cedarmore or 
Jonathan Creek a perfect place for 
your festive holiday function or 
your pensive post-Christmas and 
New Year planning retreat. 

But I am reminded 
that as we move closer 
to the holiday season, 
we move to a time of 
celebration during 
which we often get to­
gether as groups. 

KENTUCKYP~; :_:; 
-BAPTISJ.}t:-.:e:;:,>;: 

January and .Febru­
ary are both months 
during which many 
groups get together for 
retreats. It's a time of 
the year in which the 

A Sunday school 
class dinner, a choir 
banquet (after our musi­
cal is completed), a staff 
function, a deacon din­
ner. The list could go on 

:.ASSEMBLIES .:' 

weather's often dreary, 
but folks are looking for 
someplace warm to go 
and meet. 

fil!d on. You know what Rusty Ellison 
I mean. It's a busy sea-

We're not Florida, 
but we're also a lot clos­
er. And we hope that 
our warmth and hospi­
tality will make up for 

most of the difference in geogra­
phy. 

son, Christmas is. 
So why not, in anticipation of 

the busyness, retreat to Cedar­
more or Jonathan Creek for your 
Christmas function? Or even a 
New Year celebration? We would 
love to host you and your group 
during the holiday season. We'll 
be seasonally decorated and feel 
real "Christmasy" when you 
come. 

Historically, we have been 
closed from about Thanksgiving 
through February, but as we con-

So I invite you to consider 
Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore 
for any function you might be 
planning, at any time, during any 
season. We're eager to help make 
Y(lUr meeting or celebration a suc­
cess. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
89Jl . • 

.... _l 
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Elizabeth lies 
By Robert Dunston 

Each. year Cumberland College 
selects and sponsors two students to 
travel to China to study Chinese lan­
guage and culture and to live out 
their Christian faith. Elizabeth Iles, 
the daughter of Sharon Iles and the 
late Raymond Iles of Alexandria, 
was one of the two students Cum­

I I 
rrcttae-.....a 

Porn restrictions enacted 
at prisons, military bases 

WASHINGTON (BP)-Efforts to 
restrict the distribution C>f pornogra­
phy moved forward on two fronts re­
cently: the United States military and 
prisons. 

The Department of Defense an­
nounced it had banned 153 sexually 
explicit magazines from being sold or 
rented at military facilities, such as 

• commissaries, exchanges and ship 
stores. The department~s action is the 
first step in fulfilling a 1996 law orig­
inally titled the · Military Honor and 
Decency Act. . 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

A federal appeals court, mean­
while, ruled another 1996 measure 
that blocked the distribution of sexu­
ally explicit publications in prisons is 
constitutional. The legislation had 
been blocked by a federal judge's 
1997 ruling that it violated the First 
Amendment rights of prisoners and 

Church Buses 
-Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 3 70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

~,4 G bJar:ant~d) Bm,1,B,a:G~Rrogratn 
www .carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used -Buses 
Since 1953 

publishers. 
The list of magazines determined 

to be sexually explicit by a Depart­
ment of Defense board of review in­
cludes Hustler, Penthouse and Play­
girl. The board ruled, however, Play­
boy and 13 other magazines it re­
viewed are not sexually explicit un-
der the law. • 

Some proponents of the ban criti­
cized the review board for failing to 
remove Playboy when the Depart­
ment of Defense released the lists 
Sept. 21. Ariny and Air Force stores 
averaged selling $12.6 million in adult 
magazines each year, according to the 
office of U.S. Rep. Roscoe Bartlett, 
R-Md., sponsor of the bill. 

Meanwhile, a three-member panel 
of the District of Columbia Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled Sept. 15 in fa­
vor of a ban on sexually explicit mag­
azines in federal prisons. 

Judge Stephen Williams wrote in 
his opinion: "Common sense tells us 
that prisoners are more likely to de­
velop the now-missing self-control ­
and respect for others if prevented 
from poring over pictures that are 
themselves degrading and disrespect­
ful." 

Under the law, inmates may not 
receive pornographic magazines even 
if they pay for them. Unlike the mili­
tary' s review board, the Bureau of 
Prisons found Playboy to be sexually 
explicit. 

brought several challenges. Iles was 
bothered by the fact she constantly 
stood out among the native popula­
tion. Having people stare at her be­
came uncomfortable. She also 
missed her privacy. In China peo­
ple are everywhere. ·Conversations 
always are overheard by others. 

"I was a 
stranger and 
you took me in." 

. While Chinese people are accus­
tomed to this, Iles had to adjust. 

Matthew 25:35 

berland sent this past 
summer. 

Eac):i morning Iles 
and the other students 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Iles also missed her 
home church where she 
could sing Christian 
songs and hear a sermon 
in her own language. Yet, 
she was amazed by the 
faith and commitment of 
the Chinese. She attend­
ed the Haidan Christian 
Fellowship, which was 
one of six legal, estab­
lished Christian churches 
in Beijing, a city of 10 

Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children needs foster 
parents to care for 
children who have been 
abused and neglected. 
Training, ongoing support 
and compensation are 
provided. 

with her took classes in 
T'ai-chi from 8 a.m. 
Three hours of classes in 
Chinese language fol­
lowed. Afternoons and 
evenings were spent do­
ing homework, sightsee­
ing and shopping. On 
Fridays students attended 
lectures about Chinese culture. 

• • _ The students stayed in a local 
hotel in Beijing. Each was paired 
with a Chinese student majoring in 
English: The Chinese students tu-

~ fored their American partners and 
invited them to their homes. This 
immersion approach to . learning 
helped the American students de­
velop a better knowledge of Chi­
nese language and culture. 

While in China, Iles visited the 
Great Wall, which she describes as 
"magnificent." The American stu­
dents also took a train trip to Xian. 

Living in a different culture 

million people. 
At Cumberland College we be­

lieve exposure to other cultures and 
peoples can make a great difference 
in a young person's life. We are 
delighted to help students experi­
ence life and learning in other na­
tions. Iles decided to go to China 
when other students who had been 
offered their encouragement. We 
know she will encourage others to 
have the same rich experience. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

Cal/the office nearest you! 

Eastern Kentucky-1-800-752-5063 
Louisville/Northern Kentucky-1-800-928-5242 

South Central Kentucky-1-800-952--3724 
Southern Kentucky-(606) 677-1008 
Western Kentucky-(502) 825-2191 
or call 1-800-456-1386 toll free! 

Kentucky Bc,1ptist Homes for Children 
Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

~ 
KBHC 

Hell House adds 
Bill & Monica 

DENVER (RNS)­
"Hell House," the 
controversial, widely­
publicized Halloween 
show staged by a 
fundamentalist Denver­
area church, is adding a 
scene about the White 
House scandal to its 
depictions of the evils 
the church believes 
afflict contemporary 
America. -

"We'll have an Oval 
Office scene and a 
married couple playing 
Bill Clinton and Monica 
Lewinsky.I' said. Pastor 
Kenneth Rooerts of 
Abundant Life Christian 
Center in Arvada, Colo. 
Roberts is director and 
founder of Hell House. 

"Three demon 
spirits-lies, lust and 
adultery-will show the 
undoing of the president 
of the United States," he 
added. 

But the Oval Office 
scene Will be suggestive 
rather than the 
sometimes all-too-real 
scenes usually portrayed 
in Hell House. "Everyone 
knows all the details," he 
said. "So we'll 
concentrate on the 
demons." 

Hell House, now in its 
fourth year, has stunned, 
scared and sickened 
observers with such 
scenes as a car accident 
caused by drunken 
driving and an operating 
room showing a woman 
getting an abortion. It 
depicts hell with people 
writhing and screaming 
in misery. 

Roberts said this 
year's script is new but 
still retains its anti-

-abortion, anti-gay 
messages. The abortion, 
for example, will be set 
in the womb of the 
mother, giving viewers 
an idea of what the 
aborted fetus would 
have become "if her 
mother had not killed 
her," Roberts said. 

But in addition to 
those scenes and the 
new Oval Office scene, 
the show also will depict 
a shooting in a high 
school cafeteria. 
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Friends 
Where would we be without friends? They 

help us when we are in need,. they support us dur­
ing hardships and trials, they give us smiles on 
cloudy days, and they love us in spite of ourselves. 

Oneida has lots of friends. Some have loved 
and supported us for many years, while others 
have become·our friends more recently. Some of 
our friends send us letters or cards telling-us how 
much they appreciate us and the ministry we pro­
vide, and saying they pray for us daily. Many sup­
port us financially. Today as I signed 
letters thanking our friends for their fi­
nancial support, I signed letters for gifts 
of $1 and some for several hundred. 
They are all friends: They cared enough 
about this school and her ministry to 
share their resources with us. 

Friends visit us nearly every day. 
They encourage us by their presence 
and kind words. They tell us our cam­
pus is beautiful and they are proud of 
our work. • 

We have many friends who are giv- • 
ing their lives as faculty .and staff. Some 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

get many projects completed that would otherwise 
go undone. 

I do not know all that these folks did last week. 
Some worked on the farm, welding in the hog 
barn. Others helped harvest our com crop. Two 
men overhauled the engine and made other re­
pairs on an old, worn-out forklift that we use ev­
ery day. Several of the men enclosed one of-our 
walk-in freezers, protecting it from the elements 
and shading it ·from the sun, helping to reduce 

. energy costs. Three of the men drove 
our trucks on two different trips to gath­
.er and deliver items. One man and his 
wife drove to Lexington to take a bro­
ken printer for repair. Several of the la­
dies worked in our print shop, while 
others worked in our used clothing 
store. Two or three ladies helped clean 
some of our rest rooms and painti;d an 
apartment in preparation for two new, 
full-time volunteers who· are moving 
from New Mexico in two weeks to join 
our staff. 

of our staff have known about Oneida W.F. Underwood 
Other ladies worked in our craft shop 

making items to sell. Three of the men 
helped repair one of our bridges, and 

another hauled several loads of creek gravel while 
the creek was low. Three or four men helped in­
stall a new water line, and one of the men did some 
bulldozer work to improve the drainage on our 
com fields. Some other men worked on various 
pieces of equipment on our farm. I am sure other 
work was done that I have forgotten or did not 
know about. Friends. They are such wonderful 
blessings! 

for many years. Others only recently 
have discovered us and have chosen to leave fam­
ily and jobs to join us. 

They help us shoulder our load and have 
brought relief when we were nearly exhausted. 

We have.many wonderful friends who are vol­
unteers. Some are full-time volunteers. Other vol­
unteers give a week or two each month, while 
hundreds of others work for a week or two every 
year. Last week we _were blessed again by some 
real friends. The Kentucky Campers on Mission 
have been corning to our campus for years. We 
look forward to the arrival of these and many oth­
er volunteers because we know they will help us 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www 
.oneidaschool.org 
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Sears, an industry-leading provider of home appliance 
repair information, is part of Sears Home Services, a $3 
billion division of Sears, Roebuck and Co. we currently 
have full -time and part-time PERMANENT. opportunities 
available for: 

Customer Service Consultants 
Some schedules include weekends. 

Qualified applicants will possess a pleasant telephone 
personality, proficient keyboard skills, and a strong work 
ethic. Sears offers medical/dental/life insurance, 401(k), 
tuition assistance, paid training and much more! 
At sears, you'll find a strong team environment and 
supportive management. Qualified candidates may send a 
resume to or apply in person at: 

sears Home services 
9390 Bunsen ParkWay 
LOUISVIiie, KY 40220 
or call our toll-free 
Jobllne at (877> 732:7;42 

Ff'6 ·SEARS 
~ PA>~ I Home Services 'IN'\W Customer Network 

._...,,.,.,.~-~:·~ =::•i _,:-:i,-1_ .-. t -,, 

Afflnnatlve AtU01VEqua1 Opportunity Employer M/F/D/V 

Please God and help others 
In 1982, the Correll brothers of model that had 206,000 miles and 

Somerset gave the funds needed burned three quarts of oil between 
to build a library and classroom changes. • 
building in memory of their par- In 1997, the Corrells lost their 
ents, Charlie and Clora Correll. son Vince. Months earlier, with­
The facility is scheduled for re- out any health problems, Vince 
modeling, which will nearly dou- asked his dad to write down the 
ble the space for books and pro- things he considered most impor­
vide an expanded computer lab, tant, "as if it was the last time I 
an archival room and a faculty ever wrote to you or talked to you 
lounge. on earth." 

Funding for this • CLEAR CREEK The letter included 
project was a goal of the CHRONICLE these words: "Take care 
Beyond 2001 Cam- of God's world. Be a 
paign, which officially good steward. Leave the 
closed Aug. 31. The world in better shape 
Lord works on his own than what you found it 
timetable. and every person you 

Ward Correll asked meet, leave them a bet-
my wife and me to visit ter person by having 
him at Cumberland met you. In your home, 
Lake Shell. After his WIM~ talk.of God's greatness. 
staff filled the room, he Delight yourself in him, 
gave me the opportuni- L...../1~- remembering God is a 
t)' to talk about Clear Bill Whittaker jealous God. Our whole 

_ Creek. He emphasized . purpose of being here is 
our students' evangelistic zeal. He to serve God, please him and help 
recalled days as a 16-year-old our fellow creatures as we go 
selling eggs in Bell and Harlan through life. Many times. in this 
counties. life you will be alone except for 

Correll then announced the God Almighty." 
blessing of giving the school Clear Creek praises our Lord 
$100,000 for the library project. for friends like Ward Correll. 
A check was drafted and photos Christ working through them has . 
ma~e. "Let's go for a ride," Cor- helped us become better people. 
rell said, and the result was the gift 
of a 1997 vehicle with only 5,200 
miles. Correll did not know the 
college needed to replace a 1993 

------

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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I'm Alive and the Doctor's Dead: 
Surviving Cancer with your Sense of 
Humor and Sexuality Intact. Sue 
Buchanan. Zondervan Publishers, 
1998. 196 pages. $12.99. ♦♦♦ (out 

' offive) 
One thing you have to say about 

Sue Buchanan's book right up front: 
She is honest and pulls no punches. 
The telling of her story has an irrever­
ent side, as in.dicated by the title. 

: I I 
~ .. ~ 

will hold hope even when the results 
are less hopeful. Wayne Hager 

Leading Change in the Congregation: 
Spiritual and Organizational Tools for 
Leaders. Gilbert Rendle. The Alban 
Institute, 1998. 184 pages. $15. 75. 
♦♦♦ 

Change is inevitable. • 
The final destination toward which 

change moves us is not always easy 

The Ministry of Reconciliation: 
Spirituality and Strategies. Robert 
Schreiter. Orbis Books, 1998. 136 
pages. $16. ♦♦♦♦ 

This is Robert Schreiter' s second 
book dealing with reconciliation. In it, 
he argues "reconciliation is more spir­
ituality than a strategy .. : [it] has to be 
a way of living ... " 

uals, as well as groups within society. 
I couldn't help but wonder how his 
model could help transform race rela­
tions, or perhaps even the schism in 
our own denomination. Jiin Holladay 

Hearing God in a Noisy World: Prayer 
as Listening. Timothy Owings. Peake 
Road, 1998. 119 pages. $16. ♦♦♦♦ 

Yet, it would be inaccurate to as- The first response most people 

Buchanan is a breast 
cancer survivor and she 
writes to encourage wom­
en from the moments they 
suspect something is 
wrong to, hopefully, the 

~~ltf~ 
to identify. 

The challenge for 
church leaders in manag­
ing change involves under­
standing the steps and stag­
es of transition and helping 
congregations through 
them. 

sume Schreiter' s concept of reconcil- would give if asked to define prayer 
iation is purely subjective .---------, is probably talking with 

believes the practice of rec- ' ~ next step to say prayer is a 
or strictly interpersonal. He --,, God. Some would take the By Wayne Hager, pastor 

of Calvary Baptist 

• multi-year anniversary of 
being cancer-free. 

Buchanan uses a great 
deal of humor to address a 
subject that sends fear to 
the core of those who hear 
the diagnosis. Because of 
the possible anatomical consequence 
of having breast cancer- some form 
of mastectomy- Buchanan must and 
does address the effects of surgery on 
sexual self-worth. She never gets tech­
nical or preachy; she just lays out her 
feelings and you can deal with them, 
or not, as you want. 

This is a book of encouragement 
and Buchanan succeeds with flying 
colors. Its strength is also a weakness 
for some readers. Everyone's story 
with cancer -does not end with being 
alive 15 years after surgery, not to 
mention being pleased with the results 
of reconstructive surgery. • 

Even so, there is a: place for a book 
that celebrates recovery and thankful­
ness to God for the medical proce­
dures which can and do save lives. 
Throughout the book Buchanan gives 
msights into how her faith in· God 
helped her deal with the next step with 
cancer. Hopefully, that model for faith 

...... . ~ , s:...., 

. These three statements 
form the foundation upon 
which Rendle builds his 
model for leading change. 
Much of the book repre-

sents familiar concepts from other 
books on leadership and change. Ren­
dle reasserts the often stated, and per­
haps overly simplistic, distinction be­
tween leadership and management. 

But "Leading Change" is more 
than simply a repackaging of familiar 
material. Rendle challenges us to use 
much of what we already know in a 
different way. In contrast to many 
writers on church leadership, he ar­
gues that a clearly defined vision for 

- one's church may not be possible. The 
real issue for the church is not so much 
what we should do, but what we 

.SR~ ·, .. -r? .,.,, r.t-.,l~!linl 
. Two other contrioutfons l found 

helpful were his reminder that leaders 
are al ways several steps ahead of their 
people in the change process and his 
description of force-field analysis as 
a means to deal with resistance. Over­
all, Rendle has compiled a useful-tool 
kit for church leaders. Jim Holladay 

onciliation is vital, and ap- , conversation with God. 
plicable, not only in inter- - Owings contends that 
personal relationships, but our thoughts· about this . 
in intra- and international conversation tend to con-
relations. For Schreiter, the centrate on the human 
building of a just and equi- side. His book is a wel-
table society begins with come corrective as he ex-
reconciled people who plores the ways in which 
take the lead. we can listen to God's 

Schreiter contends that ~-----~ part of the conversation. 
only the victim can initiate If prayer is a two-sided 
the process ofreconciliation. His read- dialogue, how do we hear God '.s 
ing of the Passion narratives is that side in a world of noise? This b.ook 
Jesus is the victim ofhuman sin. Out is Owings' answer. 
of his position as the wronged party, Owings suggests that God speaks 
Jesus offers the grace and forgiveness to the human heart through the in­
of God that reconciles. In human re- terrelation of God's creation, the 
lationships, God is the one who effects Bibie, the people of God and the in- _ 
reconciliation, thus empowering peo- dividual. God's side of the conver­
ple who have been wronged to take sation might give us a yes, no, wait 
the initiative in restoring relationships. or silence. The conversation contin-

The heart of Schreiter's presenta- ues when we have to respond to the 
tion is a review of the post-resurrec- answer from God, -
tion appearance of Jesus. He sees In the last chapter Owings chal­
these episodes as acts of reconcilia- lenges readers to allow the voice they 
tion,19i;,pe$:~t#J!;o4g~! .. wJµ~h" tlW ,httr, ,,, ~S~ ~o h3lve at:i ef!e.ct_o~ th~.,way they 
man1ty of"the people mvolved IS re- live. This work IS not a liow-to for 
stored. prayer, but rather a consciousness rais-

1 found Schreiter's discussion of ing experience that explores the ways 
reconciliation challenging and enrich- God speaks and how we may respond. 
ing. He does an excellent job of show- The book has a very personal feel as 
ing not only the effect of reconcilia- Owings speaks convincingly from his 
tion on the divine-human relationship own spiritual struggle with polio. 
but on relationships between individ- Wayne Hager 

Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist.Churc~ 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 

. feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews . 
Contact them 
.via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

"J 

The oth-r side . of the story 

REAL LIFE 
visits Heath High School 

The Fall issue of Real Life is ideal for use with youth groups, church 
outreach, direct mail, visitor handouts and more. Order the Fall issue 
today by calling 244-6470 in metro Louisville or (888) 254-5729 toll­
free statewide. $2.65 for individual copies. Annual subscription 
$1 0.60. Discount given on bulk quantities. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi 

George as church administrator. Le­
slie Hollon is pastor. 

West Broadway Church continues 
Wonderful Wednesdays Revival Oct. 
21 withBradJohnson,pastorofL~v­
ing Hope Church in Bowling Green 
and on Oct 28, Thurmond Coleman, 
of Jeffersontown First Church. Seivic-

7:30 p.m. Revival evangelists will be 
former pastors Colin Lituri, Noble 
Cobb, Gary Cruse, H.G. Sullivan, 
W.E. Wyatt, former interim pastor J. 
Bill Jones, and Harold Greenfield, 
director of missions for the Caldwell/ 
Lyon Association. Bill Mackey will 
speak Oct. 18 in the morning worship 
service, followed by lunch and a cele­
bration service at 1 :30 p.m. Alan Mc­
cutchen is pastor. 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with 

Russia, Kenya, Tanzania 
and New England: 

■ Carol Smith, Dianne 
and Bobby Williford, and 
Kevin and Leslie Rutland 

as they studiRussian . . 
t 'I 1} i1!~ ., ·.i.,U ,:. ' 

■ D'Anna Beaty as she 
teaches English in public 

schools in Smolensk, 
Russia. 

■ Follow-up to the 
. ministry of eight mission 

teams from the South 
that worked in Portland, 

Maine, this summer. 

■ A new mission 
planned for an area 

south of Portland, 
Maine, and Maine 

Baptist Association 
Director of Missions 

Mike Hoffman. 

■ Leo Sayles, new 
.. , _ )l~S0Ciatrpa~t(n 0~ 

worship and youth at 
First Baptist Church in 

Manchester, Conn. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ ASHLAND- Rose Hill Church 
will host a regional women's confer­
ence, Oct. 17, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Mamie 
McCullough will conduct a seminar 
titled, "I'm not waving, I'm drown­
ing." For details call (606) 329-2821. 
Mike Routt is pastor. • 
■ BAGDAD- Bagdad Church will . 
host revival services Oct. 18-21 at 7 
p.m. Pastor Burney Manning will be 
evangelist. Dave Stahl will be music 
evangelist. 
■ CORBIN-Pastor Ronnie Bras­
hear has resigned from West Corbin 
Church after 15 years. He has accept­
ed a pastorate in South Carolina. 
■ COX'S CREEK- Cox's Creek 
Church will host revival services Oct. 
25-28. The speaker will be· Jim 

SEEKING: Rapidly growing 
church seeks full-time minister of ed­
ucation. Excellent compensation 
package. Send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
9701 Bland ville Road, West Paducah, 
KY 42086. 
• SEEKING: Ocean View Baptist 

Preschool, a ministry of Ocean View 
Baptist Church, seeks center director. 
Must be strong, growing Christian 
with a degree in early childhood edu­
cation or related field, and have rele­
vant experience. Salary and benefits 
commensurate with degree and exP.e­
rience. Send resume to: OVBP Search 
Committee, 9513 Wells Parkway, 
Norfork, VA 23503. 

SEEKING: Pastor for small 
Southern Baptist country church. Par­
sonage provided. Respond promptly 
with resume to: Blue Ball Baptist 
Church, 1482 Blue Ball Church Road, 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister in east Shelby County- 20 min­
utes from Shelbyville or Frankfort. 
Please send resumes to: Youth Min­
ister Resume, 488 Cedarmore Road, 
Bagdad, KY 40003. 
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Craigmyle, pastor of Williamstown 
Church. Craig Tackett, new worship 
minister, will lead music. Chuck 
Beighle is pastor 

·■ EMLYN-Pastor Larry Day has 
resigned from Cedar Gap Church. 
■ HEBBARDSVILLE- Joseph 
McKissick has resigned as pastor of 
Bethel Church. He has accepted the 
pastorate of First Church of Riceville, 
Va. 
■ HEBRON_:_Hebron Church re­
cently ordained John McVey and 
Scott Walton as deacons. Ryan Wa­
gers is pastor. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE- Henderson 
Memorial Church called Bill Clark 
Thomas as interim pastor. Thomas, a 
Cadiz native, is a former Internation­
al Mission_ Board missionary to Eu­
rope. 
■ KEVIL-Pastor Tom Hughes re­
signed from Kevil First Church to ac­
cept the pastorate at Princeton First 
Church. 
■ LEDBETTER- Pastor Joey 
Donelson has resigned from Ohio 
Valley Church. 
■ LEXINGTON- Chevy Chase 
Church will begin a six-week class on 
"Master Your Money" Oct. 18, at 5:30 
p.m. For information, call (606) 263-
8011. 
■ LONDON-Corinth Church hon­
ored David and Sherry Slinkner for 

- 1~~~~ Pf:.@•n}§~-j.,n~t!:it !9!miJu9~ 
partment. Slinkner is minister of mu-

. sic; Mrs. Slinkner is organist. James 
• Blaylock is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Franklin Street 
Church will celebrate its 130th anni­
versary Oct. 17, at 5 p.m. with a drop­
in dessert. Special worship service 
Oct. 18 at 10:30 a.m. with a fellow­
ship meal after. The church was plant­
ed by Walnut Street Church in 1868. 
For meal reservations, call (502) 584-
3661. Tony Hough is interim pastor. 

St. Matthews Church elected Leo 

. es are at 7 p.m. Skip Alexander is 
pastor. 
■ LOVELACEVILLE- Love­
laceville Church celebrated its 157th 
anniversary Sept. 20. David McCall 
is pastor. 
■ PADUCAH- Tim Pearcy re­
signed as pastor at Twelfth Street 
Church. Denzel Dukes is interim pas­
tor. Also, the church ordained Tim 
Adams and Billy Collins as deacons. 
■ PARKSVILLE- Parksville 
Church will host a revival Oct. 11-14. 
Mike Caudill will be evangelist. Dale 
Niswonger is interim pastor. 

Lee Arnold was licensed to the 
gospel ministry by Parksville Church. 
He is available for supply. Call (606) 
236-7881. 
■ PRINCETON- Donaldson 
Church will celebrate its 175 anniver­
sary with revival services Oct. 18-25, 

■ RINEYVILLE- Rineyville 
Church ordained Chuck Goodlet, 
Mike Lewis and Kevin Pyles as dea­
cons. Donna Pearson wa.s called as 
director of children' s and youth min­
istries. Odis Weaver is pastor 
■ RUSSELL-Russell First Church 
called Kenneth Gowin as pastor. 
Gowin was formerly at Black Creek 
Church in Mechanicsville, Va. 
■ WHITLEY CITY- Whitley City 
First Church will host a lay revival 
Oct. 23-24, 6 p.m. and Oct. 25, 11 a.m. 
Daryl Varble is pastor. 
■ CORRECTION: Eddie Miller 
resigned as pastor of Calvary Hill 
Church in Stanford. He is available for 
supply preaching and interim work. 
Call at (606) 376-9679. 

Capital · Campaigns 
by 

Dr. John R. Bisagna, Author and Founder 

"How to be Your Own Fundraiser" 
• • _r.Jo .. ~-! . :t Gf: :_,I 

rt n:=;rfl I ?1fW 2ifl •J! .;1:-ln, ~P.0~,~Box ?1912,1--C•.ri "•?:, :,,-r .. r:~-, ... ~v ~' 

Houston, TX 77279-9721 

For More Information: 

Dr. Curt Dodd 

Dr. John R. Bisagno 
(713) 688-9193 
bisagno@hfbc.org 

(719) 544-5000 
dodd@compyserve.com 

Rev. Keith Newman 
(281) 897-0300 
Newman0300@aol.com 

CLASSIFIED, ADS 
. SEEKING: Part-time director of 
missions for Red River Association. 
Send resume to: Ralph Lockard, HC 
68Box263, West Liberty, KY 41472. 
Deadline for submitting is Oct. 31 , 
1998. 

SEEKING: Cool Springs Baptist 
Church in Tate, Ga., is searching for a 
full-time minister of youth/education. 
Cool Springs is located along the 1-
575 corridor in beautiful north Geor­
gia in an area that is fast becoming a 
bedroom community to north metro-

. Atlanta. We need a visionary, energet­
ic self-starter to help us reach and di­
ciple youth, and to help us strengthen 
all_aspects of our education/disciple­
ship ministries. Must be Sunday 
school/outreach oriented. Please send 
resume with references to: Diana 
Brown, P.O. Box 22, Tate, GA 30107. 
Our fax is (770) 735-3805. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister. Send resume to: First Baptist 
Church, 118 West South St., May­
field, KY 42066, Attn: Pastor. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister. Send resume to: Personnel Com­
mittee, Parkway Baptist Church, 1915 

• N. Broadway, Lexington, KY 40505. 

SEEKING: Minister of family life 
to provide leadership in family minis­
try with a concentration toward fami­
lies with preschool and grade-school 
children for Naperville Baptist 
Church, a growing congregation lo­
cated in the western suburbs of Chi­
cago. Strong management skills with 
two to three years ministry experience 
is required. Send resumes to: Family 
Life Search Committee, Naperville 
Baptist Church, 29W77 l 79th St., 
Naperville, IL 60564. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for a 
small, South-central Kentucky 
church. Please submit resume to: Pul­
pit Committee, Welfare Baptist 
Church 476 West Cumberland Ave., 
Jamestown, KY 42629. 

SEEKING: Full-time director of 
children's ministry to administer day­
care program of the church and coor­
dinate c.hurch's ministry to children 
and their families. Church encourag­
es school teachers to consider God's 
leading into this opportunity of a ca­
reer in Christian service. Address in­
quiries or resumes to: Southwest Bap­
tist Church, 6401 Scanlan, St. Louis, 
MO 63139, Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to: Salvisa Bap- . 
tist Church, Kirkwood Road; Salvisa, 
KY 40330. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for rural Harrison County church. We 
have three services weekly with an 
average S1,mday morning attendance 
of 65. Please submit resume to: Pas­
tor Search Committee, Pleasant Green 
Baptist Church, Route 6, Box 499, 
Cynthiana, KY 41031. 

SEEKING: Peaks Mill Baptist 
Church, Frankfort, Ky., prayerfully 
seeks a full-time pastor. Please sub­
mit two resumes to~ Deacon Roger 
Combs, 203 Creekside Lane, Frank­
fort, KY 40601, and Trustee John 

. Griffin, 8209 Owenton Road, Frank­
fort, KY 40601. 

SEEKING: Northside Bapti_st 
Church, Elizabethtown, Ky., is ac­
cepting resumes for position of part­
time minister of music and part-time 
minister of youth or full-time minis­
ter of youth/music. Church is located 
in a rapidly developing residential 
area. Please send resume to: Search 
Committee, 1800 Pear Orchard Road, 
Elizabethtown, KY 42701. 

~. 
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He didn't expect slot machines to cost him everything 
By Rob Marus 
Missouri Word & _Way 

HORSESHOE BEND, Mo. (ABP) 
-As a Christian, a respectable busi­
nessman, a husband and a father, Dav­
id Rinehart thought an occasional dal­
liance with the slot machines in the 
Kansas City casinos couldn't hurt. 

He was wrong- nearly dead 
wrong. 

Rinehart is a recovering gambling 
addict who now lives in Horseshoe 
Bend, Mo. While in Kansas City, he 
lost his family, his home and his live­
lihood in a little less than two years. 
They all spun away like those whirl­
ing symbols on the riverboat slots into 
which he poured his money. 

He never would have expected it. 
"My wife and I both thought we were 
born again, and we both had been bap­
tized," Rinehart said. He was a mem­
ber of an independent Baptist church 
in Kansas City. 

Voters split 
on gambling 

ST. LOUIS (ABP)­
Kentucky's neighbors to 

. the west might not be as 
interested in gambling 
as originally believed. 

A recent poll 
suggests likely Missouri 
voters are evenly divided 
on the question of 
whether gambling in 
man-made waterways 
adjacent-to the 
Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers should be made 
legal. 

The poll found 46,7 
percent of respondents 

. opposed the question: 

He had tried a little gambling be- It didn't happen. sat down in the cabin, put the gun in 
my left hand and the Bible in my right 
and said, 'Show me which to choose; 
here I am."' 

stupid and weak." 

"Should the Missouri . 
Constitution be amended 
to allow casino gambling . 
in basins within 1,000 

fore, on business trips to Las Vegas. "I stood there in the middle ofHar-
No problem. rah's, and it hit.me that it had to end 

But now he wants to warn others 
who think they're immune from the . 
dangers of gambling. "I wasn't living feet of the Mississippi But in 1996, Rinehart visited a that night," he said. He went home and 

Kansas City casino, played one time sat in his study. He put a revolver to 
and got hooked. "I lost $250,000 in his head and considered pulling the 
1996," he said. "I siphoned all the trigger. 
money off my business .... I lost my He decided he couldn't do it there. 
wife, my children." Finding his body would be too much 

Rinehart said he never played any- trauma to his wife and children, who 
thing but $5 .slot machines. He didn't were upstairs. 

The Bible won out. Rinehart said 
he had an intense experience of repen­
tance and reconciliation with God, and 
he hasn't gambled since. He never 
received professional counseling for 
his addiction, and he attributes his 
healing entirely to God's power. 

a fast, loose life," he said. "I was just 
a guy trying to provide for my family. 
My mistake was, I went to the boats." 

Rinehart now runs a successful 
home-audio business in his new 
hometown, and he is active in a non­
denominational church. 

and Missouri rivers-the 
so-called 'boats in 
moats?"' 

The poll found that 
42.5 percent of 
respondents answered 
"yes" to the question. 
A~qtherc10.8 percent 
were 'unsure.' rift margin 
of error was plus-or­
minus 4 percent, thus 
making the results a 
virtual tie. 

~ven know how to play poker or Rinehart wrote what amounted to 
blackjack. Nevertheless, he e~fiffi~es v ra~ u@i'ae note to his wife, then M 
his total gambling losses at $300,000 drove away to find a more suitable 
to $400,000. place to kill himself. He felt led to 

"Ijustgotaddicted. My bank ATM Lake of the Ozarks in southern Mis­
was on the way from my house to the souri, where he had spent happier 

Regardless, he suffered major con­
sequ~n\!8s. ffisiwifeidi".~~ hlmiliis 
business was ruined. And riow he gefs 
to see his three children only on week­
ends. 

Rinehart voluntarily bears a per­
sonal scar.let,letter to -reminclhimhow 
much his mistake cost. He carries 
around an envelope containing hun­
dreds of the "boarding passes" he used 
to enter riverboat casinos. 

casinos." times with his family. 
Embarrassed by his failures, he 

moved to the Lake of the Ozarks area 
to build a new life. "I was ashamed of 
this, and I hid from it," he said. "I 
didn't want anybody to know I was a 
gambler and have to admit that I was 

"I carry this envelope around be­
cause in this envelope is my family, 
my life and my business," he ex­
plained .. "You couldn't get me to flip 
a coin to see who goes first now." 

By March 1997, with his marriage "I stopped in Osage Beach and 
inruinsandhisassetsdownto$1,800, bought a Bible," Rinehart said. He 
Rinehart paid one last visit to a river- then drove to a cabin he and his old­
boat to see if his luck would change. . est son had used on fishing trips. "I 

Female pastor would rather walk through church doors than kick them in 
By Ashlee Ross 
Associated Baptist Press 

WACO, Texas (ABP)-Julie Pennington­
Russell is in the business of opening doors. 
She's also good at picking the right ones to 
walk ttirough. 

Not only was she the first person in her 
family to go to seminary, she also is one of 
·the few women anywhere to be hired as a 
senior pastor at two Southern Baptist 
churches. 

A pastor in California since 1993, the 
37-year-old Florida native recently moved 
to Waco, Texas, to become pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church. 

"My call to ministry happened really by 
degrees," Pennington-Russell said. "For 
me, it was a series of doors opening one by 
one. I would walk through a door never 
knowing if another door was going to open 
but just sensing that this was the right door 
God wanted me to walk through." 

Pennington-Russell grew up in Orlando, 
Fla., before moving to San Francisco to 
attend Golden Gate Baptist Theological . 
Seminary. There she encountered for the 
first time women who said they felt called 
to the pastorate. 

• "My first sem~ster I would get up every 

morning very, very early, walk down the 
hall of my dormitory to the prayer room 
and pray for all of those poor, misguided 
women who thought that God was calling 
them to be pastors," she said. "I just 
thought, 'He will convict them eventually."' 

But Pennington-Russell said she soon 
sensed that she, too, was called to be a 
pastor. 

"Because of some very wonderful 
professors in seminary and having the 
opportunity to study the Bible in some new 
ways, deeper ways than I ever had in 
Sunday school, I began to read the 
Scriptures for myself," she said. "It didn't 
seem to me that God was prohibiting 
women from serving in that way a.s 
pastors. Once I felt free in myself to be 
open to that notion, then I was able to see 
doors as they would open up in that 
direction." 

In 1984, she became associate pastor 
at Nineteenth Avenue Baptist Church in 
San Francisco. She was hired as the 
church's pastor in 1993. 

This summer, members at Calvary 
Baptist Church in Waco voted 190-73 to 
hire her as their senior pastor. She was not 
only the first woman to serve the 
congregation in that role- but is thought to 

be the first woman to become senior 
pastor of a Baptist church anywhere in 
Texas. 

Linda Livingstone, associate dean for 
• the Hankamer School of Business at 

Baylor University, was a member of the 
pastor-search committee at Calvary. She 
said Pennington-Russell was the only 
female candidate out of 120 names and 
resumes considered. 

Livingstone said the search committee 
didn't set out to hire a woman but also 
didn't "want to close the doors on 
anywhere God might be." 

"Let's be open to what God is doing," 
the committee reasoned, she said. "We felt 
such a clear sense that God was calling 
Julie." 

Barry Harvey, a religion lecturer at 
Baylor, said he was surprised the search 
committee brought a woman's name 
forward. But after meeting Pennington­
Russell and hearing her preach, "it was jusf 
really obvious that this wasn't just a woman 
pastor but an excellent pastor who was a • 
woman," Harvey said. 

On her first Sunday at Calvary, 
Pennington-Russell was greeted by 
protesters challenging her appointment as 
senior pastor. 

"For me, the picketers were not a big 
dear at all," she said. "I'm coming from San 
Francisco, where people demonstrate over 
everything. If their coffee's not hot enough, 
they're demonstrating. I told somebody that 
I thought someone had staged a picket just 

The 11-member committee voted 
unanimously to recommend that the 

~ to make me feel at home. That didn't bother 

church hire Pennington-Russell as pastor. • 
"I think there were a lot of signs along 

the way that God was really in this be_cause 
Calvary is not the church that many people 
would have expected to be the first to call 
a woman pastor," she said. "And I think it 
surprised Calvary. I think it surprised even 
the pastor-search committee along the 
w_ay, but when God is in it, it's hard to 
deny." 

me." 
What does bother Pennington-Russell 

are attempts to undermine her call and 
question her direction. • 

"It bothers me mostwh1m,people will 
assume that I have not been listening to 
God, that I am disobeying God by doing 
what I'm doing," she said. ''When I 
encounter people who pretty arrogantly 
assume that they know what God is 
wanting for my life, that bothP,rs me." 
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, opp~;t~rliW t'b .~~Ii~i~5E;'tot'.i1< 
.. traditiori ~f academic exceliknc:'and Christian . . 

values.'That's why we've embarked on PART­

NERSHIP 2000, a three-year effort primarily 

aimed at providing students scholarships, grants 

and other forms of financial aid. 
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