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PRA.CTICAL RESOURCES FOR. CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Specialist lists 6 common traits for healthy families 
By Chip Alford 
SBC Liteway Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE (BP)-With a high 
divorce rate and a low regard for com­
mitment, America's losing the con­
cept of a strong, healthy family, ac­
cording to a popular Christian child 
psychiatrist, author and speaker. 

But this condition doesn't have to 
be terrnina( Grace Ketterman told 
church workers attending a conven­
tion for church preschool' s and chil­
dren's workers. 

"God is always in charge and he 
will see us through; we have that 
promise," she said. Learning Bible­
based qualities for healthy relation­
ships is an important key to stopping 
family breakdowns, she said. 

Ketterman has helped troubled 
families for more than 40 years 
through speaking engagements, coun­
seling sessions and such books as 
"Parenting the Difficult Child" and 
''Mothering in All Ages and Stages." 

"In working with troubled families, 

so often I find that children's problems 
come from marriage problems," Ket­
terman said. About 60 percent of 
American elementary school children 
come from single-parent or blended 
families, she added. 

Referring to research first conduct­
ed 30 years ago and replicated in later 
studies, she shared six qualities com­
mon to strong, healthy families: 

I Commitment. "They are commit­
ted to one another as individuals and 
to the family as a whole," Ketterman 
said. "So many people are operating 
under a philosophy of hedonism, 
groping and grasping for any kind of 
pleasure. It's so easy to quit, but we 
have to be able to think more wisely." 

Children often lack commitment to 
follow through on assignments and 
responsibilities, Ketterman said, be­
cause parents fail to model appropri­
ate behavior. "We teach it by being 
committed ourselves, sticking to our 
promises." 

I The ability to cope with crises. 
"This isn't just the huge things like a 

Body,,. soul & spirit 

cancer diagnosis or broken bones," 
Ketterman said. "It's the little things 
that usually cause friction, like when 
the school bus is coming and you can't 
find one of the kid's shoes." 

Parents and children must "stop 
power struggling and start problem 
solving," she said. Making wise deci­
sions requires learning to size up the 
situation, identify options to solve the 
problem, examine the consequences 
and make the best choices. 

I Effective communication. ''This 
demands that we learn to listen," Ket­
terman said. "It demands an open 
mind to hear all the sides of an issue, 
to understand emotions and all the 
things that go on within us .... We need 
to learn to 'listen' with our eyes. Our 
eyes, faces, body gestures and posture 
give away so much of what we are 
feeling. With little children, this is so 
very crucial." 

I An affirming and appreciative 
attitude. "We have to learn to build 
up people instead of tearing them 
down," she said. "We can teach chil-

VOICE OF EXPERIENCE Wayne Oates, considered a pioneer in the field of pastoral counseling and pastoral care, addresses a recent 
conference sponsored by the Louisville-based Wayne Oates Institute. It was 50 years ago this fall that Oates began full-time teaching 
responsibilities at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, creating a program that would later be considered one of the best of its kind. 

Pastoral counseling's pioneer recalls his experiences 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-If a minister in 
your Baptist church excels at pastoral 
care, you probably have Wayne Oates 
to thank. 

If you've been touched by the min­
istry of a Christian chaplain in the 
hospital, in the military or in a busi­
ness setting, you probably have 
Wayne Oates to thank. 

Oates may never have stepped foot 
in the church, hospital or military base 
where you received ministry, but his 

writings and teachings over the past 
50 years probably have been influen­
tial in the life of the minister or chap­
lain you encountered. 

That's not jus_t because he's the 
nation's most prolific writer of books 
on pastoral care, with his 58th volume 
soon to be published. It's because he's 
one of three or four people who gave 
birth to the modem concept of pasto­
ral care and counseling. 

In the mind of many ministers, 
counselors and chaplains, he is the 
patriarch of the pastoral care and 
counseling movement, having taught 

from 1948-74 at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and then since 
1974 at the University of Louisville 
School of Medicine. 

"He has made a sf gnificant impact 
on generations of Southern Baptist 
ministers who have made pastoral care 
part of their ongoing ministry simply 
because of their course with Wayne 
Oates at Southern Seminary," said 
Andy Lester, one of Oates' former stu­
dents who now teaches pastoral theol­
ogy and pastoral counseling at Brite 
Divinity School in Fort Worth, Texas. 
a See Wayne Oates ... , page 6 

dren a different [more positive] way 
of speaking." 

I Activity sharing. "Healthy fami­
lies share in all kinds of things they 
do, not just recreation, but work, too," 
Ketterman said. This can range from 
helping children with homework and 
doing yard work together to playing 
board games and sharing a meal. 

"By sharing activities, we can fur­
ther the bonding process that begins 
at birth," she said. "Sometimes we 
think bonding happens only at birth, 
but it goes on for a lifetime." 

I Practicing faith at home. 'Jlow 
common it is for us to delegate teach­
ing to the schools and the teaching of 
faith to the Sunday school," Ketter­
man said. "How often parents are shy 
about using the name of Jesus." But a 
healthy family "talks naturally about 
God, about faith, about what God is 
doing in their lives," she said. 

The lessons parents teach children 
are for a lifetime, Ketterman added. 
''They impact them all along the route 
of their life." 

KBC president's 
election likely 
to have at least 
three nominees 
By Mark Wingfield 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-At least 
three men are likely to be nom­
inated for the presidency of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
when the KBC holds its annual 
meeting at Louisville's Galt 
House next week. 

In a departure from recent 
history, one of the three likely 
candidates, Charles Barnes, is a 
layman. If elected, he would be 
the ·first layman to hold the 
KBC's top elected office in 23 
years. 

The last layman elected KBC 
president was Henry Huff, who, 
like Barnes, was a prominent 
Louisville businessman. Huff 
was elected president in 197 5 and 
presided at the KBC' s 1976 an­
nual meeting. 

Barnes is likely to be nominat­
ed alongside two prominent pas­
tors: Steve Hadden of Crestwood 
Baptist Church in Oldham Coun­
ty and T.A. Prickett of Seven 
Hills Baptist Church in Owens-
boro. -

Other candidates could be 
nominated as well, since the KBC 
constitution requires no advance 
notice of nominations. 

Although several other poten­
tial candidates have been ru­
mored in recent weeks to be sup­
ported by the conservative wing 
of the KBC, conservative leader 
Mike Routt of Ashland said Oct. 
29 he knows of no organized ef­
fort to nominate a conservative 
a See At least 3 ... , page 3 
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Most Southwestern faculty will sign; at least 2 won't 
Kent said the 

major problem with 
signing among 

some faculty 
members is "it's 
open-ended. We 

are endorsing any 
statement the SBC 

may make, and 
that is awfully 

broad." 

By Toby Druin 
Texas Baptist Standard 

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)­
While a majority of the 90-plus facul­
ty members at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary reportedly have 
affirmed the "Baptist Faith & Mes­
sage" as revised by the Southern Bap­
tist Convention in June, at least two 
professors have said they will leave 
the seminary rather than endorse the 
change. 

Earlier, seminary President Ken 
Hemphill announced professors 
would be required to sign a statement 
saying they subscribe to anew family 
amendment added this summer and to 
any future revisions to the faith state­
ment originally adopted in 1963. 

Afterward, two professors, Dan 
Kent and Alan Brehm, indicated they 
will leave the seminary-Kent by re­
tiring and Brehm resigning. 

Kent, a professor of Old Testament 
who has been on the faculty since 
1980, announced he will retire rather 
than sign. However, he said the faith­
statement decree was only part of 
what prompted the decision. 

'There is no one factor that deter­
mines when a person will retire," he 
said, 'This situation has more to do 

with the timing than anything else." 
Other reasons, he said, include health 
problems and his wife's recent retire­
ment. 

Brehm, assistant professor of New 
Testament, said he will resign. He 
called the "Baptist Faith & Message" 
amendment, with its controversial in­
terpretation of Ephesians 5, a "clari­
fying event," but said he already had 
been experiencing a "crisis of con­
science over the direction of the 
Southern Baptist Convention and over 
recent events at Southwestern." 

The seminary's bylaws have for 
decades required that professors sign 
a pledge to teach in accordance with 
the ''Baptist Faith & Message." 

This summer, however, for the first 
time since 1963, the statement was 
amended. A new article on the family 
was added. It notes, among other 
things, that a wife is to submit "gra­
ciously" to the husband's servant lead­
ership and respect him and serve as 
his helper in managing the household 
and nurturing the next generation. 

Critics of the amendment have ob­
jected to what they see as an empha­
sis on the wife's submission lmd the 
omission of the statement in Ephe­
sians 5:21 that husbands and wives 
should be subject to one another. 

Hemphill said the seminary's legal 
counsel advised the administration to 
respond to the revised statement. The 
change was not initiated by the trust­
ees, although trustee approval of by­
laws during a meeting Oct. 19-21 
made it officially necessary for facul­
ty to re-sign the statement, he added. 

Scotty Gray, vice president for ac­
ademic administration, said all facul­
ty members would be asked to indi­
cate their compliance with the teach­
ing requirements. 

But they will be given the option 
of signing either the revised "Baptist 
Faith & Message" statement or anoth­
er "covenantal" statement that says: 
"In covenant with the Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary and its 
cominunity of faith and learning, I 
hereby subscribe to the institution's 
Statement of Faith known as the 'Bap­
tist Faith & Message,' which may be 
revised from time to time by the 
Southern Baptist Convention to ad­
dress specific needs in light of our liv­
ing faith." 

No deadline for the signatures has 
been set, but it should be done in the 
"next month or so," Gray said. 

Kent said the major problem with 
signing among some faculty members 
is "it's open-ended." 

"We are endorsing any statement 
the SBC may make, and that is awful­
ly broad," he said. 

Requiring him to re-sign the state­
ment would change the basis on which 
he was hired, granted tenure and pro­
moted to full professor, Kent com­
plained. When he was hired, the sem­
inary charter specifically mentioned 
the 1963 statement. 

Tommy Brisco, chair of the facul­
ty council, said he felt the matter was 
being handled "in a baptistic way" in 
a dialogue with the administration, 
which he described as "not adversari­
al." 

The faculty, Brisco said, had con­
cerns about the legality of the required 
signings and were concerned about 
moving from confessionalism to 
creedalism. 

Kent and Brehm are not the only 
faculty members leaving the semi­
nary. Jimmie Nelson, associate dean 
and professor of preaching, is retiring; 
Calvin Miller, professor of communi­
cations and ministry studies, is mov­
ing to the Beeson Divinity School at 
Samford University; and Keith Putt, 
associate professor of philosophy of 
religion, reportedly is leaving under 
pressure but could not be reached for 
comment. 
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"See what happens when you air out all your 
problems'? You have no breath left for reconciliation." 
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nary iri Louisville, has given $250,000 that, he was president of another ville Oct. 25 to honor McCall and an­
to a_,Virginia seminary that he says Southern Baptist school, New Orleans nounce establishment of the McCall 
now better matches his theological Baptist Theological Seminary, and Chair of Mission and World Chris­
vie\Ys. was executive secretary of the SBC tianity. Veteran missionary leader 

The gift from McCall's family Executive Committee. Isam Ballenger has been named to fill 
foundation will endow a faculty posi- McCall said the Duke K. McCall the chair. 
tion at Baptist Theological Seminary Foundation agreed to the donation Ballenger and others hailed the 84-
at Richmond, one of a number of new because "I believe in what they are year-old McCall as a "principled Bap­
SGhools formed in recent years in re- doing" at Richmond and because of tist." He was praised as a model fa­
sponse to a takeover of Southern Bap- his personal bond with the seminary's ther and husband, as a supportive col­
tist Convention seminaries, including president, Tom Graves. league and as a visionary spokesman 
Southern, by conservatives. Graves, 51, grew up in the South- for Baptists in more than 100 nations. 

McCall, 84, told the Louisville em Seminary community, the son of In addition, presentations were 
Courier-Journal that he has accepted longtime professor Allen Graves, who made by John McCall, Louisville 
a sense of "exile" from the seminary was dean of Southern's School of business executive and one of Mc-· 
and the Southern Baptist denomina- Religi_ous Education under McCall. Cali's four sons; Wayne Ward, retired 
tional structure to which he devoted Tom Graves, who attended Southern senior research professor of theology 
most of his career. Seminary as a student during Mc- at Southern Seminary; and Joseph 

''There's no big deal; there's no big Cali's presidency, said he considers Stopher, Louisville attorney and 
crisis or conflict," he said. "It's just that him a mentor and hopes "what Duke former chairman of the Southern 
we're heading on different paths, and McCall lived for can live on" at Rich- Seminary board of trustees·. 
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KENTUCKY 
Winters retiring as Campbellsville University president-

CAMPBELLSVILLE-After 10 
years as president of Campbellsville 
University, Kenneth Winters an­
nounced last week his plans to retire 
at the end of the 1998-99 academic 
year. 

''The Lord has blessed our work 
and ministry at Campbellsville Uni­
versity well beyond our expectations," 
said Winters. "It has been a wonder-· 
ful experience working with such ded­
icated trustees, faculty, staff and stu­
dents. Together we have listened to 
the Lord's leadership and have 
brought Campbellsville University to 
new levels of efficiency and excel­
lence." 

Campbellsville Board Chairman 
Larry Noe said the 1990s will be re­
membered as the "Winters decade." 

''This institution is what it is to-

day thanks to the vision, drive, prayer­
ful commitment, dedication and loy­
alty of this man," he said. 

While president, Win­
ters has been recognized 
for his work both as a lead­
er and an educator. In 
1995, he was named "Ed­
ucator of the Year" by the 
Campbellsville-Taylor 
County Chamber of Com­
merce. 

He was elected to be a 
commissioner on the Com­
mission on Colleges of the Winters 
Southern Association of 
Colleges and Schools from 1992 to 
1995 and then from 1996 to 1998. He 
also has held leadership roles with the 
Association of Independent Kentucky 
Colleges and Universities, the Asso-

ciation of Southern Baptist Colleges 
and Schools, the Mid-South Confer­

ence, and the National In­
tercollegiate Athletic Con­
ference. 

Winters arrived at 
Campbellsville University, 
then known as Campbells­
ville College, in 1988 after 
23 years at Murray State 
University. During his 
term as president of Camp­
bellsville, enrollment has 
grown 150 percent to near­
ly 1,700 students. 

Upon his arrival at 
Campbellsville, Winters, a native of 
Marion, Ky., immediately declared 
that the Central Kentucky school 
would become "student oriented" in 
its operation and service. 

The launching of new programs at 
Campbellsville University have at­
tracted students from across Ken­
tucky, the region and the nation. The 
school has students from 92 Kentucky 
counties, 25 states and 23 foreign na­
tions. 

Winters has stated that the finest 
colleges and universities in American 
will be those that define a niche in the 
marketplace for themselves. 

Among the niches Campbellsville 
has worked to develop are 11 music 
ensembles including nationally ac­
claimed vocal and handbell choirs; the 
establishment of the 135-acre Clay 
Hill Memorial Forest which is used as 
a regional learning center for forest 
management and environmental stud­
ies; the American Civil War Institute; 
and the Carver School of Social Work. 

Hunger emphases draw fulfilling responses from two churches 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LONDON-While numerous mis­
sions causes fight for attention, two 
pastors hope Kentucky Baptist 
churches won't overlook the world's 
hungry. 

''The emphasis needs to be there 
on those less fortunate than our­
selves," said Bob Stevens of Victory 
Baptist Church in London. 

.,,. " Members of the ~pngregation, 
which averages 100 in attendance, re­
cently pledged nearly $6,000 for the 
annu~l Southern Baptist world hunger 
offering. 

A special emphasis on World Hun­
ger Day at First Baptist Church of 

Shelbyville raised more than $13,000 
in October. Pastor Ed Irwin said he 
expects it to go higher because dona­
tions keep showing up in the collec­
tion plate. 

"Plan well and give it a concentrat­
ed effort," he advised. ''That day cap­
tured the hearts and imaginations of 
people. When it came to helping the 
poor and hurting, they gave." 

At Victory, 24 families, including 
a visitor from Indiana, pledged $20 a 
month 'during the coinfog year· to help 
alleviate world hunger. • . 

Those pledges were in addition to 
more than $800 in donations. Most of 
the cash was raised through a promo­
tion Stevens started after coming to 
the church last year. 

He gave church members plastic can be distributed through missionar­
rice bowls and asked members to put ies and agencies already in the field. 
them on their dinner tables as a re- , First Baptist in Shelbyville sched­
minder that many people would be uled a week of special activities, cul­
glad just to have one daily meal of rice. minating in a barbecue and bluegrass 

The bowls double as a collection concert the afternoon of Oct. 11. Two 
bank for money during the six weeks retired missionaries spoke at the event. 
before World Hunger Day. A quarter During morning worship, member 
of the bowls are still out, so he expects Jan Wanderlich talked about her ex­
the total to increase. periences on a mission trip to Africa. 

Stevens said brochures from the Erwin's spoke in his sermon about 
Soutpern Baptist Etbics & Religious i "affluenza," a sickness he said infects 
Liberty Commission helped stimulate too many Americans. 
intere~t. ' • . . . . . ,, 

1 
Erwin.'Said he expec~s.1he off\;lring 

Until members read liow many total to reach $15,000-twice the goal 
hungry people $20 could feed; they set by the church. ''This is the first time 
hadn't given it much thought, he said. we've done something of this magni­

He repeatedly emphasized that ev- tude, but we'll be doing this on an on-
ery penny goes to buy food because it going basis." 

Alumni luncheons 
planned 

At least three 
Southern Baptist 
seminaries will host 
alumni luncheons during 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's annual 
meeting in Louisville. 

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
will host its luncheon 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 
noon on campus. 
Seminary President Al 
Mohler will be the 
speaker. For mof1f 
information, call (502) 
897-4143. 

New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
will host its luncheon 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 
noon at the Galt House 
Fountain Room. Paul 
Gregoire, the seminary's 
director of admissions, 
will be the speaker. 

Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
will host its luncheon 
Tuesday, Nov. 10, at 
noon at the Galt House 
Liverpool South Room. 
William Tolar, the • 1 1 
seminary's distinguished 
professor of biblical 
backgrounds, will be the 
speaker. 
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Editor Emeritus 
Earnestly contend tor the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

A parent's pain 
Thank you for your courageous 

editorial of Oct. 20. I am in total agree­
ment with your statement that "we've . 
not yet had a civil debate about ho­
mosexuality, not about what the Bi-

nouncements and am reminded that I 
share in the guilt of the death of Mat­
thew Shepard. God forgive me. Teach 
me, Lord, to love as Jesus loves. 

Harley Dixon 
Paducah 

ble s~ys, nor about what the study of Selective sins 
genetics says." 

And I might add what many psy- I am very disturbed by some of the 
chologists, psychiatrists and other things Baptists are doing in the name 
counselors have come to of our Lord. Orie is the 
conclude about the ge- different "Hell House" 
netic factor. I am the par- productions across the 
ent of a gay son and state. I think they have a 
have counseled gays and place in bringing reality 
lesbians for years. I have to people as far as where 
heard over and over their they might be headed for 
pain and hurt of feeling ._lieli eternity. But I don' t ap-
different from an early prove of choosing par-
age and their anguished ticular sins and present-

Western Recorder is ~esire to be di~erent un- ing t~em ii:i a g_ruesome 
published weekly by Western tll they realized they lll=liilllll=iill==II and s1ckerung hght. 

Recorder Inc., an agency of could not change. Many They are gruesome 

sexuality and abortion are sins; they 
aren't the only sins and it ' s time we 
took a look at our own lives. 

Becky Solomon 
Dawson Springs 

Best tool 
I read with interest your featured 

story on page one of the Oct. 20 issue 
of the Wes tern Recorder. The story 
was titled "Hell House Halloween 
events growing in popularity," and 
was accompanied by a large photo­
graph of a wrecked car with two 
"dead" victims lying nearby. 

The youth pastor, Jamie Maxey, of 
Calvary Baptist Church in London 
was quoted as saying, "This is our best 
evangelistic tool by far ... . This out­
ranks a revival and it' s more effective 
because more people come." 

Too bad. I always thought God'.s 
word was our best evangelistic tool. 

Vic Bloomfield 
Winchester 
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To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be 

considered for publication, 
provided they do not make a 

personal attack on anyone. 
Letters are limited to 300 

words and may be edited for 
length. Submit by mail or fax 

or by e-mail to: 
wesrec@ntr.net 

To place an advertisement: 
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request by calling (502) 244-
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on an inside page are paid 
space. Claims made by 

advertisers are not 
necessarily those of the 

Western Recorder's staff and 
directors. 
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Howard, Corbin, vice 
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Beville, Bowling Green; Mark 
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Princeton; Frank Hatfield, 
Shepherdsville; Bill Marshall , 

Louisville; Charles Midkiff, 
Greenville; June B. Rice , 
Paintsville ; Bill Thurman , 

Lexington; Kenneth Wells , 
Somerset. 

Holy ground 
"The word 'relationships' is the 

most beautiful word in human lan­
guage/' said the late Oscar Thompson, 
professor at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He wrote in his 
book "Concentric Circles of Concern" 
that the gospel travels the lines of re­
lationships. Consequently, 
clarifying and mending re­
lationships is crucial to our 
witness. 

Relationships also was 
one of the four words God 
gave me last December 
when I first spoke to the 
Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion Executive Board. I be­
lieve we can build a strong . 
fabric of relationships so Bill Mackey 
that when challenges come 
we can work together through them 
and beyond. This is done in such a 
manner that the mission and our wit­
ness is not damaged. 

1 John 1 describes relationships as 
being both vertical and horizontal as 
we walk in the light. The Bible is clear 
that if we do not have a love relation­
ship with others then we do not know 
God, he does not dwell in us and we 
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do not love God. 
This concern with relationships 

and one another is moved to another 
level in John 17 when Jesus states that 
our unity validates our witness. "I in 
them and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one; and that the 

world may know that thou 
hast sent me and hast loved 
them, as thou has loved me" 
(John 17:23). The nature of 
this unity is made possible 
only by the supernatural 
power of God. 

As Kentucky Baptists, 
we have a challenge to 
build relationships that will 
strengthen our witness to 
Jesus in the world. We have 
so much common ground 

on which to stand. Consequently, 
there is so little that divides us. What 
I hear these days, however, is fear that 
the KBC might move to one side or 
the other in denominational conflict. 
During the listening sessions, Ken­
tucky Baptists made it clear to me that 
they want to work together on mission 
for our Lord. 
: In addition to common ground, 

another level on which we can unite 
is on "higher ground." This is where 
we come together due to a sense of 
divine call from God to accomplish 
his mission. It isn't based on human 
manipulation, logic, culture or obliga­
tion, but a compelling mission to the 
world. 

However, even beyond higher 
ground, _ I am looking for "holy 
ground." When we're on holy ground, 
the manifest presence of God is so 
powerful that nothing else matters. 
We are powerless to resist because the 
Holy Spirit has brought us together in 
Jesus Christ. God has knit our hearts 
together in the mission that Jesus has 
for us at this time of millennium tran­
sition and unparalleled opportunity. It 
would be too awesome to speak; we 
could only remove our shoes. 

As I observe God's awesome work 
in creation and changed lives, I rec­
ognize that he specializes in the su­
pernatural. Please join with me in 
prayer that we as Kentucky Baptists 
will be so positioned before God in 
humility and contrition that God will 
be pleased to manifest his presence 
among us . 
Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Gaining financial 
freedom results 
in both joy and 
peace of mind 
By Jeremy White 

In my last column, I present­
ed the signs of financial bondage. 

This bondage is marked by fi­
nancial frus­
tration, stress 
and prob­
lems. Unfor­
tunately, too 
many in 
prosperous 
America ex­
perience 
more finan­
cial bondage 

than financial freedom. 
Financial freedom is not mea­

sured by wealth, by whether you 
have a boss, or by retirement on 
a sunny island. 

Financial freedom is the peace 
and joy that result from acting as 
a faithful manager of God' s re­
sources. It is a condition of the 
heart confirmed by your lifestyle 
and your balance sheet. 

As God has blessed and led 
our family, we have tasted finan­
cial freedom. 

My family relocateg. (ro~ 
,Florida to my roots in Kentucky 
for fulfillment reasons, even 
though I took a 20 percent pay-
cut. · · " ... , 

My wife, Sharon, and I decid­
ed she would stay at home with 
our young children (a job with 
low pay, but good benefits, and 
no ' layoff risk) even thoµgh ' she 

• ·, ~a:~. a 11).a~ti.f'~ qegi:ee, ip bu~in~sr 
• Although we have ·expen- 1 

enced some financial freedbrri, 
we still have a way to go. 

There are vocational and mis­
sion desires that we do not at­
tempt because of our mortgage. 
That's a taste of bondage. 

Here are some signs of finan­
cial freedom: 

I You have a clear conscience 
before God about your giving. 

I You are able to make life 
adjustments and decisions with­
out first considering the financial 
impact. 

I You consistently pay all bills 
and meet all obligations in a time­
ly manner. 

I You rarely argue about mon­
ey matters within your family . 

I You are at peace to live on 
what God has provided. 

I You have financial goals 
and gradually are making 
progress toward those goals. 

I Your net worth increases 
annually. 

As Jesus said in John 8:31-32, 
"If you hold to my teaching .. . 
then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free." 

Jeremy White is a certified public ac­
countant in Paducah He regularly 
presents financial seminars from a 
Christian perspective. 



Q. How do I convince my two teenage daughters that I love 
them? I just cannot say those three words, "I love you." I 
never heard them in my house as a child, and I feel • 
awkward trying to express my love directly. My wife says I 
need to let them know how I feel. I do love my family, I just 
cannot say it. 

• Your question could be asked by a host of men who grew 
up being told to hide their nurturing, soft feelings. Fathers 
learn their roles as providers and often fail to learn other ways 
of relating to their children. 

However, it does not have to be that 
way. Males can and do learn to be 
emotionally open and direct with love. 
This is not to say these "warm fuzzy" 
fathers love their children any more than 
you might. They just learned to say it 
with ease. 

I think your wife is correct in that you 
and your daughters will benefit from your 
saying "I love you." Let me make a few suggestions. 

For starters, try writing it in a note for some other • 
purpose: "I'll be late picking you up after work. I love you. 
Dad." Perhaps you could sign a special-occasi,on card or 
send a gift and say, "Love, Dad" on the card. 

One father confessed he usually only says "I love you" to 
his children over the phone. Maybe you would find that an 
easy way to begin. 

Of course, you could just add it to how you say good bye 
or good night. Throw it into the conversation in a casual way. 

A more direct approach would be to find a private time to 
talk this over with your daughters. Be honest and wait for 
their response. End with something like, "I hope you do know 
I love you, even if I have difficulty saying it." 

Most likely, they do think you love them because of your 
actions. Still, they and you need to say it with words. Do not 
wait until some tragedy may strike. They will feel more secure 
if they regularly hear what they see: "Dad loves me." Nurture 
them emotionally just as you provide for them physically and 
spiritually. - Wade Rowatt 

_:!\) •• )· /';;C • 

Q. My husband. a!ld I just had ou~ first child and we are 
. both so tired and stressed that we can't seem to quit 

arguing and bickering about everything and nQ.thing~ What 
can we do? . 

You can know that what you are experiencing is not 
uncommon among couples going through parenthood for the 
first time. Couples often report some decline in marital 
happiness after the birth of their first child. This is probably 
due to the added stress of caring for a very needy and 
demanding little one, the changes that accompany 
parenthood (much less time alone together) and the fact that 
some couples do not receive much preparation in terms of 
what to expect as parents. 

You and your husband might also consider taking turns 
with the baby, alternating who gets up with the baby, even 
alternating certain evenings of the week·or hours d.uring the 
weekend to give each of you some free time individually. 
Don't feel guilty about needing time to yourselves. Taking 
care of yourselves, individually and as a couple, is something 
that will help you be better parents. 

Talk to other parents who have been where you are. Share 
some of your frustration and find out what helped them. 

Finally, be patient with yourselves and each other. Avoid . 
arguing when you know you are tired and irritable anyway. 
Remember that much of what makes you irritable now will 
not seem so bad once you've made some adjustment to this 
major life change. - Susan Howell 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Churr:h in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade 
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in 
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Who are the modern-day Pharisees? 
By Bill Thurman left me with an understanding that the leadership of 

the "church," let's just call them collectively "Phar-
The millennium! Never has a word in recent times isees," had developed a system of thought and ac­

caused any more excitement, worry, hope, planning, tion which one must follow in order to properly come 
concern and outright prognostications as that one to know God. 
word. In the secular world, who would have thought The only problem was that the system was so in­
that the mere going from a number 19 to a number tricate, so complicated and, shall we say, so self-serv-
20 in our computers could have such potential cata- ing, that the only people who could obtain the ap-
strophic results? (Though it does appear propriate status to approach God under 
there could be a benefit if you are owed GUEST that system of thought and action were ... 
interest, since it might end up being cal- EDITORIAL well, the religious leadership itself. Sort 
culated from the year 1900.) Somewhere of an exclusive club. So exclusive, in fact, 
in this situation there is at least a sermon ' that even Christ could not break through 
on reaping what you sow. the doors. 

In the sacred world, much discussion has centered The religious leadership took the Ten Command-
on .whether this event will finally represent the time ments and turned them into rules and regulations that 
for the Second Coming of Christ. 'l}lere are those would make the Internal Revenue Service blush. 
who are absolutely convinced that this will be the They were consumed with the observance of and ad­
time. (This conviction has to be tempered, however, herence to their own set of creedalisms. And if one 
with an understanding as to whether this "event" is found himself recognizing there might be other pos­
going to occur at 12:00:01 on Jan. 1, 2000, or 2001; sibly valid ways to approach God, but which did not 
otherwise, we may confuse God as to just when we have official sanction, punishment was swift and 
are expecting him to show up.) On the other hand, certain, as it was for Christ. The religious leadership 
are those who are absolutely sure that this is not the had lost sight of the Christ for all the trees of legal-
time just "whistling in the dark?" ism they had caused to be grown up around them. 

. What all of this discussion about the Second Com- Now all of this makes me wonder, in light of ~ose 
ing has done for me, however, is cause me to think who have argued that the Second Coming is nigh at 
back to the last coming of Christ. What I have won- hand, whether there would be the same need for 
dered about is why then, why that particular time? Christ to come today. I mean, are there religious lead­
Was the world any more evil or, sinful then as op- , . ers around today who might fitthe same description 
posed to, say, 500 years earlier? I do not know the as the Pharisees of old, whose legalism, rigidity arid 
answer to that, but it does cause me to wonder if exclusivity are held out as godliness? Who in the 
God's decision on the timing may have had more to . world could such modem Pharisees be? 

0d9 with .~e stat~ of the "church" than just with the , .. 'o/ell,Jo,r. ~)ayper~on.li!ce 11?-e such-great1theolog- _ 
'stafe of the "world." ,. ical issues· are almost beyond my ability to compre- . 

What -had happened to the "church"' anyway? _ henci - • • .. 
Now I am just a layperson, so I probi:ibly do not un:. Bill Thunrf(ln is an attorney in Lexington and imme­
derstand l}lese great theological issues, but my Sun- diate past chairman of the Western Recorder's board 
day school teachers and my pastors over the years of directors 

Who _can endure the day of his coming? The offerings of worshipers were not 
given in righteousness. Our Lord ex­
pects godly behavior in business, fam­
ily life and all relationships if we are 
to have any legitimate claim to him. 

By Greg Burton 

·••see, I will send my messenger, who 
will.prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of 
the covenant, whom you desire, will 
come, " says the Lord Almighty. But 
who can endure the day of his com­
ing? Who can stand when he ap­
pears? For he will be tike a refiner's 
fire or a launderer's soap" (Malachi 
3:1-2). 

In a world filled with 
injustice, the prospects 
of the coming of the 
Lord and the subsequent 
judgment is exciting in­
deed. Yet, the question 
arises from Holy Scrip­
tures as to who can with­
stand such a thorough 
screening of lives and 
hearts. Who among us is ready to step 
forward and submit to the scrutiny of 
God Almighty? 

The judgment of the Lord is prom­
ised to be as thorough as any metal­
lurgist' s purifying fire or as cleansing 
as the strongest lye soap. The intent 
of this prophecy is not destruction, but 

the separation of that which is unclean 
from that which is holy unto God. 
Such a process is not painless, but is 
always profitable. 

Self-righteousness has always 
been a problem for the people of God. 
The religious leaders of Jesus' day 
resented the Lord's teachings on 
grace, for these words removed their 
exclusive standing before God. Even 
today, many believe our eternal re­
ward will come if our good deeds out­

weigh our bad actions. 
Hypocrites are those 

who pretend to be some­
thing they are not. A per­
son with a hard and un­
caring heart toward those 
in need, but who teaches 
the Bible each Sunday, 
clearly does not have a 
heart that is consistent 
with the life they attempt 
to portray. Similarly, 

people who claim to love God with 
all their heart, but who despise anoth­
er who disagrees with them also_ are 
hypocrites. The judgment of the Lord 
will not go well for hypocrites. 

The follower of God is called to 
consistent living. The Levites in Mal­
achi's day were in need of refining. 

The incarnation and atonement of 
Jesus Christ added a new twist on the 
understanding of the Day of the Lord. 
We will not stand in that day because 
of our obedience to the Ten Com­
mandments or the Apostle's Creed. 
Our righteous standing before Al­
mighty God is due exclusively to the 
grace of our Savior. We are clothed 
in the righteousness of Jesus (Gala­
tians 3:27). Nevertheless, the outward 
expression ofour faith is the evidence 
of a genuine salvation. Without that 
testimony, the coming judgment 
would be a day of fear. 

Who will endure that day? Those 
who love the Lord their God with all 
their heart, soul, mind and strength; 
and those who love their fellow hu­
man beings as themselves. The one 
who is adopted into the family of God 
by the Holy Spirit through the re- l 

demptive act of Christ will surely have 
such a heart. That believer will echo 
the Apostle Paul and say, "Even so, 
come, Lord Jesus!" 

Greg Burton is pastor of South Jefferson 
Baptist Church in Louisville 
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MINISTRY 
Wayne Oates a pioneer in field of pastoral' counseling 

When asked if he 
was a Freudian or 
a Rogerian, Oates 

would respond, 
"No, I'm a 

Christian pastor." 

Continued from page 1 
In addition, Lester said, "There are 

very few pastoral care specialists who 
are Baptists who couldn't track their 
roots back to Oates." 

But his reach has extended well 
beyond Baptists too, explained Vicki 
Hollon, director of the Wayne Oates 
Institute in Louisville. She recalled a 
recent phone call from a high-ranking 
chaplain in the Air Force who called 
Oates "the grandfather of clinical pas­
toral education for the Air Force. I got 
the program started," the man said, 
"but he's the one I learned from." 

What Oates is credited for most 
often is the integration of theology 
with psychology and psychiatry. 

"He put together the practice of 
pastoral ministry ... with the wisdom 
and resources of psychiatry and psy­
chology in a masterful way," ex­
plained Roy Woodruff, executive di­
rector of the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors. "He became bi­
lingual (in theology and psychiatry) 
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and could move back and forth with 
amazing agility." 

Oates, now 81, admits the improb­
ability of someone from his back­
ground making such a far-reaching 
impact on Christian miriistry and aca­
demia. "I grew up in poverty in the 
cotton mill area of South Carolina," 
he explained in a recent interview. 
"None of my people went past the 
sixth grade." 

His mother worked in the cotton 
mills; his father had left the family 
when he was born, although his moth­
er still wore her wedding ring when 
she was buried in 1972. 

"I saw my way out of this was ed­
ucation," Oates said. "I got through 
the eight grade, and then was appoint­
ed a page for Congress in Washing­
ton." After completing high school, he 
went back to work in the South Caro­
lina mills for two years before earn­
ing . an undergraduate degree from 
Wake Forest University. 

Finally he landed in Louisville at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, where he met Gaines Dobbins, 
a pioneering professor tn several prac­
tical ministry disciplines. Through the 
influence of Dobbins, Oates devel­
oped an interest in what he calls "sick 
religion." (Oates book titled "When 
Religion Gets Sick" is still in use and 
was recently republished on CD­
ROM by the Wayne Oates Institute.) 

The integration of theology and 
psychiatry not only was a new con­
cept in the 1940s, but was considered 
heretical by some in the seminary 
community. After graduating from 
Southern with both a master's degree 
and a doctorate, Oates assumed a full­
time faculty post at the seminary in 
1948, much to the consternation of 
other academics. 

When his second book, "The Bi­
ble in Pastoral Care," was published, 
five professors went to President 
Duke McCall to protest, Oates re­
called. They "complained that I didn't 
have any right to write on the Bible." 

McCall, he said, was unimpressed 
by the protest and told the professors 
they ought to write their own books 
about the Bible instead of criticizing • 
Oates. 

One of his first students was My-_ 
ron Madden, who went on to be a 
major figure in pastoral care educa­
tion himself. Madden recalled the 
emerging tension of those early days. 

"When I was in the seminary, the 
assumption was you're just given the 
Bible and that's enough," he said. 
"But that's not enough. You've got to 
relate it." 

What Oates advocated was putting 
feet to theology, Madden -said, al­
though it was a "one-man battle" to 
get this added to the curriculum. 

That's why the seminary depart­
ment Oates founded was called "psy­
chology of religion" rather than "pas­
toral theology," Lester added. "They 
would not allow the word theology to 
be used." 

Although most of the academic 
emphasis Oates established at South­
ern has been dismantled in recent 
years, it was a "classic program" in 
the field of pastoral care, said Wood­
ruff, who also was one of Oates' stu­
dents. "It was one of the two or three 
most outstanding degree programs 

FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES Wayne Oates (right) visits with his former student and 
colleague in pastoral care, Myron Madden, during a recent conference. Madden, who 
was one of Oates' first graduate students at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, went 
on to have a distinguished career in pastoral care education, also influencing thousands 
of ministers. Former students of Oates say most Baptists with training in pastoral care 
can trace their roots .back to Oates' influence. 

and a very exciting place to be with 
hi " m. 

In the final analysis, it was Oates' 
survival in a difficult upbringing that 
created in him the kind of pioneering 
spirit to accomplish what seemed im­
possible, said Hollon. "Anybody who 
knows him can see the pioneer side 
has come out of his independence and 
commitment to basic disciplines." 

That commitment has been a guid­
ing force in Oates' life, Hollon and 
others close to him said. They credit 
him with doggedly insisting that the 
training of pastoral caregivers remain 
rooted in the Bible and not "sell out" 
to psychology and psychiatry. 

Oates wrote his doctoral disserta­
tion on Sigmund Freud, but never 
published that work because of con­
cern that he would be labeled a Freud­
ian. In fact, the aim of Oates' disser­
tation was to critique Freud and those 
who blindly subscribed to every the­
ory Freud put forth. 

Instead of publishing his disserta­
tion, Oates chose instead to write his 
own credo first, and he called it "The 
Christian Pastor." First published in 
1951, this volume now is in its fifth 
printing. "I decided who I was and 
who I intended to be," Oates ex­
plained. "I thought of myself as a pas­
tor." 

When people would ask if he were 
a Freudian or a Rogerian or a follow­
er of some other figure in the world 
of psychiatry, Oates said he always 
would respond, "No, I'm a Christian 
pastor." 

"He always kept pastoral care 
grounded in theology and the Bible," 
Lester said. "There are many who 
would thank Oates for holding the 
field's feet to the fire of biblical and 
theological roots and relevance." 

"He has been a very healthy influ­
ence in helping pastors not get se­
duced by psychiatric influences. He's 
one of justa few who have held the 
line," said Madden, who retired as di­
rector of pastoral care at Baptist Hos­
pital in New Orleans and taught at the 
Louisiana State University Medical 
School. 

This is important, Madden insist­
ed, because psychology and psychia­
try can do only so much. 

As an example, Madden cited a 

time he needed counseling himself. 
He had a good friend who was a psy­
chiatrist with no theological training. 
But he didn't think this man could 
bring him to complete healing. "So he 
helps me through the process, but he 
cannot come back and affirm me and 
bless me," Madden explained. 

This sense of restitution is an im­
portant part of what a pastoral coun­
selor offers that bridges the world of 
psychiatry and theology, Madden 
said. To explain, he recalled a woman 
who once came to him from the care 
of a psychiatrist. She wanted to see a 
pastoral counselor to answer a ques­
tion her psychiatrist could not: "Can I 
be forgiven?" 

Madden is considered an authori­
ty on the need for people to feel a 
sense of "blessing" to function whol­
ly. This concept, he said, is something 
that flows naturally out of Oates, his 
mentor and colleague. 

Oates said he "never made a theo­
logical point of this" but thinks the 
concept of blessing people is "one of 
the functions of a Christian pastor." 
And it was something he attempted to 
model for his students, both at the 
seminary and at the university medi­
cal school. 

"I had students bring their new 
babies to class for a time of blessing," 
he said. "It taught the students that lit­
tle babies are a miracle of God." 

Oates also believes in the power of 
laying hands on people, not just at or­
dinations but in everyday situations of 
blessing. The power of touch conveys 
a comforting sense of blessing, he 
said. 

For many former students, the 
Oates legacy does not end at the grad­
uation line. Hundreds have kept in 
touch and call or write or visit him 
regularly. 

"He has been a pastor with a capi­
tal P," Lester said. "He's been their 
comforter, their counselor, their con­
fessor, their priest. ... His ability to 
hear you out, to know where you're 
hurting and give the care you need is 
an unbelievable part of his legacy." 

For Oates himself, these relation­
ships are a blessing. "The crucial test 
of maturity," he said, "is the capacity 
of a person to form and maintain du­
rable relationships." 
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Southern Baptist agency among 
those condemning sniper attack 

NASHVILLE (RNS)-The Southern Baptist Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission is among the groups 
condemning the murder of a western New York obstetrician 
who performed abortions. 

"It is grotesque to think that a person can further the pro­
life cause with the wanton, premeditated, execution-style 
murder of another human being," said commission 
President Richard Land. _ 

Several anti-abortion groups were quick to condemn tlie 
sniper attack that killed Barnett Slepian. 

"Such violence against a fellow human being can never 
be justified." Judie Brown, president of the American Life 
League, said in a statement. • 

Likewise, Paul and Rob Schenck of the National Clergy 
Council encouraged "all people of conscience to defend life 
peacefully," Associated Press reported. "The murder of 
Barnett Slepian is wrong, sinful and cowardly," they 
declared. 

At least one anti-abortion group dubbed Slepian's killer a 
"hero." Said Donald Spitz, founder of Pro-life Virginia, 
"Whoever shot the shot protected the children." 

The New York Times reported that the national director of 
Operation Rescue, another anti-abortion group, issued a 
statement that neither condemned nor condoned the murder. 

"We have shed the blood of the innocent in the womb, 
and we are now reaping it in the streets," Flip Benham said. 

herdi 
the 

NATION 
Case could affect church political activities 
By Ira Rifkin 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-In a 
possible landmark case, attorneys for • 
a Vestel, N.Y., church argued last 
week that the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice wrongly lifted the conservative 
congregation's tax-free status after it 
sponsored 1992 newspaper ads urg­
ing Christians not to vote for then­
presidential candidate Bill Clinton. 

Appearing in U.S. District Court 
here, attorney Jay Sekulow claimed 
the IRS action against The Church at 
Pierce Creek was a political counter­
attack designed to silence anti-Clinton 
religious conservatives. 

Sekulow said the Pierce Creek case 
hangs over conservative churches 
"like the sword of Damocles," while 
politically active liberal congregations 
are left alone by the IRS. He equated 
Pierce Creek's ads with political 
speeches made from church pulpits, 
and said both are constitutionally ac­
ceptable. 

"It is clear the IRS overstepped its 
authority in this case and reacted in a 
way that can only be seen as a flagrant 
display of bigotry and bias," Sekulow 
said. 

But government attorney Alan 

Swirski said that by putting its name 
and the name of Senior Pastor Daniel 
Little on the ads, and by asking for 
"tax-deductible donations" to help 
defer costs, Pierce Creek crossed the 
line separating protected church po­
litical involvement from blatant parti­
sanship, which is illegal under the tax 
code. 

"We think what the church did was 
unique," said Swirski. "This was an 
official church act." 

He also said the IRS never sought 
to prevent Pierce Creek from express­
ing its political preferences. "It just 
can't do it with tax-deductible dol­
lars," Swirski said. 

Judge Paul Friedman, who heard 
the case, gave no indication of when 
he will rule. Whatever his decision, 
the case likely will si;t a standard for 
church involvement in political activ­
ities, lawyers on both sides of the is­
sue agreed. 

Less than a week before the 1992 
presidential election, Pierce Creek­
placed ads in USA Today and the 
Washington Times that were head­
lined "Christian Beware." 

The ads criticized Clinton for "pro­
moting policies that are in rebellion to 
God's Laws," specifically, "abortion 
on demand," "the · homosexual life-

Only $145 per couple 
Space is limited to 150 couples, 

so register now! 

style" and "giving condoms to teen­
agers in public schools." 

The IRS entered the case after 
Americans United for Separation of 
Church and State, a Washington­
based advocacy group, formally com-

. plained about the ads to the tax agen­
cy. After investigating, the IRS re­
voked Pierce Creek's tax-free status 
in 1995. 

Soon after, the American Center 
for Law and Justice, the conservative 
legal agency established by religious 
broadcaster Pat Robertson, filed suit 
against the IRS on behalf of Pierce 
Creek. 

Thursday, Sekulow, the ACLJ's 
chief counsel, urged Friedman to or­
der the IRS to officially restore Pierce 
Creek's tax-free status. Despite losing 
that status, the church has not been 
ordered to pay taxes and its support­
ers may still claim donations to the 
church as personal deductions, Seku­
low said in arguing the case's politi­
cal nature. 

Swirski, however, asked the judge 
to find that the IRS acted properly. In 
an effort to show the IRS has not sin­
gled out Pierce Creek, Swirski said the 
agency currently is investigating 12 
other religious institutions also in­
volved in political activities. 
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I' NATION 
Congress disappoints religious on left-& right 
By Ira Rifkin 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Focus 
on the Family's James Dobson and 
Mark Pelavin of the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism agree on 
relatively little. The Colorado Springs­
based Dobson is a leading ideologue 
on the religious right, while Pelavin 
is a mainstay of the religious left' s 
W a~hington lobbying corps. 

But on the subject of the 105th 
Congress' second session, they agree: 
It was pretty disappointing-a senti­
ment echoed by other religious activ­
ists on the right, the left and most plac­
es in between. 

"What a dilemma is faced by con­
servative Christians as they go to the 
polls on Nov. 3," Dobson said before 
this week's election. "Republican 
leaders have again abandoned their 
pro-family and pro-moral base with­
out which they could not have 
achieved power." 

Said Pelavin: "The best I can say 
(about the Congress) is it reminds me 
of a big car wreck with no one being 
hurt. It's ugly and it ties things up. But 
it does no lasting damage." 

The 105th Congress dealt with a 
variety of issues involving religious 

and moral principles. Among the 
items and issues they addressed were: 

I The International Religious Free­
dom Act. After months of wrangling 
over details, a host of religious groups 
across the spectrum supported the 
measure, which passed both houses of 
the Congress unanimously. The bill 
makes the treatment of religious be­
lievers abroad a mandatory U.S. for­
eign policy consideration. 

I The Religious Liberty Protection 
Act. Congress failed to pass the bill, 
which was meant to replace the por­
tions of .the Religious Freedom Res­
toration Act overturned by the Su­
preme Court on constitutional 
grounds. 

The bill, which had widespread 
support within the religious commu­
nity, died because a powerful minori­
ty of religious conservatives opposed 
it, arguing that it would expand feder­
al influence unduly by using the gov­
ernment's power to regulate com­
merce and spending to protect reli­
gious expression. 

I Abortion. Helen Alvare, the Na­
tional Conference of Catholic Bish­
ops' pointperson on the issue, said 
victories on abortion-related issues 
"were largely restricted to preserving 
what we already had." 

w 

"A high-profile loss," she added, 
was the vote in favor of requiring fed­
eral health plans to cover prescription 
contraceptives-some of which she 
said amount to forms of abortion be­
cause they work after the moment of 
conception. 

An even bigger setback, Alvare 
said, was the Senate's failure to over­
ride another Clinton veto of legisla­
tion that would outlaw the late-term 
procedure opponents refer to as "par­
tial-birth abortion." 

Other "pro-life" issues confronted 
by the 105th included an anti-eutha­
nasia bill never fully considered and 
a measure defeated in the Senate that 
would have made it illegal to trans­
port a minor across state lines for an 
abortion. 

I Vouchers. Congress failed to ap­
prove measures allowing school 
voucher programs, which have strong 
support from the Religious Right. 

I The Religious Freedom Consti­
tutional Amendment. The House de­
feated the Amendment, another goal 
of the Religious Right. The amend­
ment, sponsored by Rep. Ernest Is­
took, R-Okla., would have put the 
word "God" into the Constitution for 
the first time and allowed organized 
prayer in public schools. 

G 

Focus on your health and the 

health of your family members. 

It is easy to say you are going to "focus" on 

well-being, but taking the first step is essential. 

A good start is to evaluate your overall health. 

Another important step is to look over your life 

and health cover3:ge. 

For assistance, stop by the Annuity Board's 

exhibit during the state convention to check out 

the valuable resources we offer Southern 

Baptist pastors, other ministers and employees. 

e • • 
Focus on protecting you and 

your family with good health, 

disability and life 

coverage. 9 e -

Let us help you start out on the 

right foot as you begin the 

journey to well-being. 
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"If people in your 
community are 

going to Wal-Mart 
in their 

wheelchairs but 
not coming to your 
church, ... they're 

not shut in; they're 
just shut out of the 

church." 
Ned Stoller, staff 

member tor Breaking 
New Ground Resource 

Center 

CHURCHES 
Group helps rural "Churches reach out to handicapped 

By Nancy Crowe 
Religion News Service 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind.­
"Knock, and it will be opened unto 
you," Jesus once told a crowd of lis­
teners. But what if a man couldn't 
get up the steps to knock on the 
door? What if, once inside, a wom­
an couldn't hear the message? 

People with disabilities frequent­
ly face such challenges in entering 
houses of worship, and in partici­
pating once inside. 

But it is especially so in rural 
areas, where church buildings­
many of them several decades 
old--often also serve as critical 
community gathering places: Votes 
are cast in churches, such groups as 
Boy Scouts and Cooperative Exten­
sion Service meet there, or town. 
meetings might be held there. To be 
shut out of a church might well 
mean being shut out of a significant 
portion of community life. , 

''There' s such a strong interest 
in getting into the church building, 
and yet a lot of them are not acces­
sible," said Ned Stoller, rural assis­
tive technology specialist for Pur­
due University' s Breaking New 
Ground Resource Center in West 
Lafayette, Ind. 

. In an effort to respond to the need; 
Breaking New Ground holds work­
shops around Indiana and works with 
individual churches. The one-day 
workshops address physical, commu­
nication and attitudinal barriers and 
how to overcome them on a limited 
budget. 

The project began several years 
ago with a survey of farmers with spi­
nal cord injuries that found over half 
of those surveyed reported church ac­
tivities as their top community in­
volvement. But churches ranked as the 
least-accessible buildings in their • 
communities. 

Perhaps surprisingly, it is the 
church parking lot that often presents 
the first obstacle, especially to people 
in wheelchairs if there are no spaces 
reserved for the handicapped. 

"If you have a gravel parking lot 
with big stones or a lot of loose grav­
el, even if there's a special parking 
spot- if they can't get over the ter­
rain, they crui't get into the church," 
Stoller said. 

Stairs, of course, pose another 
problem. 

A typical rural church architectur­
al style is a half-flight of steps to the 
foyer, then a flight of steps to the sanc­
tuary and another flight of steps to the 
basement, said Ed Bell, a disabled 

Sears, an industry-leading provider of home appliance 
repair information, is part of Sears Home Services, a $3 
billion division of Sears, Roebuck and Co. We currently 
have full-time and part-time PERMANENT opportunities 
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Some schedules include weekends. 
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Sears offers medical/dental/life insurance, 401 (k}, tuition 
assistance, paid training and much more! 
At Sears, you'll find a strong team environment and supportive 
management. Qualified candidates may send a resume to 
or apply in person at: 

Sears Home Services 
9390 Bunsen Pkwy. 
Louisville, KY 40220 

Or call our toll-free 
Jobline at 
(877) 732-7742 

1rt~ SEARS 
~ I Home Services 

"'""""' ...... .........,_ Customer Network 
Affirmative Action/ 

Equal Opportunity Employ..- M/F/ON 

farmer in Hagerstown, Ind.; and con­
sultant for Breaking New Ground. 
Without ramps or lifts, a small rural 
church can seem like Mount Everest 
to someone with limited mobility. 

Once inside the church, a person 
in a wheelchair needs a place to sit 
without blocking the aisle; a pew or 
two can be cut down to accommodate 
this, according to Breaking New 
Common Ground officials. 

Bathrooms need railings and extra­
wide stalls. But if a drinking fountain 
is too high, it doesn't need to be re­
placed or lowered, Stoller said. 

"You can just put a Dixie cup hold­
er beside li," he said. "We try to 
present low-cost modifications, be­
cause a lot of small country churches 
that we deal with don't have large 
budgets." 

Communication barriers involve 
sight and sound; some churches add 
earphones to their sound systems. 
Others provide sign language interpre-. 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(1 2 to 43 passengers) 

tation, but a dark sanctuary can make 
it difficult for parishioners to see the 
interpreter's fingers, or to read lips, 
Stoller and Bell said. 

"Sometimes if a person has a hear­
ing impairment and reads lips, and the 
preacher has a real bushy mustache, 
that's a barrier to communication," 
Stoller said. 

Often the biggest barriers are atti­
tudinal, he said. Many church leaders 
and members say they don't have any­
one with disabilities in their congre- . 
gation, so accessibility isn't a prob­
lem. 

''The fact of the matter is, (the dis­
abled) probably aren't coming to their 
churches because the church isn't ac­
cessible, and they're locked out," he 
said. "If people in your community are 
going to Wal-Mart in their wheel­
chairs but not coming to your church, 
a lot of times the church community 
calls them shut-ins. They' re not shut 
in; they' re just shut out of the church." 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800)3 70-6180 ' 
(615) 376-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

Earn more, give more 
Our 17-year-old son, Justin, is 

an entrepreneur/salesman and has 
been since the first grade. It was 
time for the first grade to have its 
fundraising drive. The reward for 
the top wrapping paper salesper­
son was a 35mm camera. He 
wanted that camera more than 
anything. His ability to imagine 
himself using it motivated him to 
win the sales contest. 

·manage the money he enjoys 
making from his labors. His moth­
er and I have encouraged him to 
use his God-given ability to earn 
all the money he can earn with 
honesty and integrity because as 
a steward the more he earns the 
more he can give for the cause of 
Christ. 

Along with the other important 

Every afternoon he 
went door to door, sell­
ing wrapping paper. 
One afternoon, he went 
dressed in a coat and tie. 
One neighbor told · my 
wife later she could not 
resist buying from him 
because he looked so 
nice. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

lessons about life, we 
want him to learn and 
experience early in his 
life that success is mea­
sured not in acquisition 
but in contribution. 
Having money results in 
tremendous responsibil­
ity as well as great op­
portunity. 

Now Justin obvious­
ly never had read "How 
to Win Friends and In- Barry Allen 
fluence People" or 
"Think and Grow Rich," but he 
demonstrated at an early age some 
qualities that will be most useful 
to him throughout his life if prop­
erly channeled. 

Along with his entrepreneurial 
spirit, Justin continues to demon­
strate a healthy work ethic. He is 
learning important lessons about 
the tangible and intangible re­
wards that come from hard work, 
doing a good job and being hon­
est in word and deed. 

He also is learning how to 

Jesus taught this in 
Luke 12:48 when he 
said, "Unto whom much 
is given, of him shall 
much be required." We 

are praying Justin will continue to 
grow in his understanding of 
Jesus' teaching about the correct 
use of wealth. 

May all of us to whom much 
has been given be more responsi­
ble in sharing it. Please call us at 
(888) 254-5701 when you are 
ready to take the next step in your 
stewardship growth plan. 

Barry Allen is president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223. • 
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CHURCHES 
Conference praises diverse wo~hip styles 

BERLIN, Germany-While dif­
ferent worship styles often divide 
Christians, the first international con­
ference for Baptists on worship en­
couraged a celebration of that diversi­
ty. 

Attendees developed a statement to 
describe true worship while recogniz­
ing that all who say, "Lord, Lord" 
aren't necessarily glorifying God. 

Baptists noted that often music is 
more for performance than worship, 
the importance of baptism and the 
Lord's Supper is not fully explained 
or understood, and prayer often in­
volves more talking than listening to 
God. 

Yet worship is crucial to the life of 
a Christian, many said. Chris Ellis, of 
the United Kingdom, called it a fore­
taste of heaven. "Of all our acts on 
earth, the only one to go on to heaven 
is worship." • _ 

The conference, sponsored by the 
Baptist World Alliance, affirmed a 
variety of forms of worship, includ­
ing music, prayers, Bible exposition, 
sermons, dance, mime and drama. 

"Integral to Baptist worship is be­
lief in God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, and Jesus Christ, the only head 
of the church is the focus of worship 
and praise," according to a statement 
presented at the conference. 

Each style or form must be open to 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and 
while no one need accept all styles, 
Baptists should celebrate how others 
worship, the statement reads. 

Noel Vose, a former BWA presi­
dent, said real worship has two parts: 

Brittany Rezek 
By Robert Dunston 

Brittany Rezek, the daughter of 
C.B. and Nita Rezek of Harlan, in­
vested herself this past summer 
through BSU summer missions on 
Grand Isle, La. She was part of a 
four-member team and the job de­
scription for each of them was "ev­
erything." 

the divine initiati_ve and the human 
response. He described worship as 
sacrifice, awe, joy, communion, 
praise, obedience and ecstasy. • 

Jill Manton, a lecturer on spiritual­
ity from Australia, called worship, 
"the gracious, mysterious self-disclo­
sure of the mighty God to us." 

She added, however, that such en­
counters can be found in ordinary life. 
''The whole mixed bag of human ex­
istence is lifted up in worship before 
God." 

The conference also explored cul­
tural expressions of Baptist worship. 

In North America, there is good 
news and bad news about worship, 
said Paul Basden, pastor of Brook­
wood Baptist Church in Birmingham, 
Ala. 

The good news, he said, is church­
es are rethinking their traditional 11 
a.m. Sunday worship services. The 
bad news is the resulting differences 
sometimes divide members. 

'The reality is the New Testament 
does not endorse one form of vtor­
ship," he said. Whatever their worship 
style, Christians should above all 
avoid division and view diversity as 
God's gift- as Pentecost, not Babel, 
he said. 

Speakers from other countries dis­
cussed worship amid suffering, war 
and persecution. 

"When you go through suffering, 
you find blessing, inner peace, joy," 
said Simon Sirkar of Bangladesh. 

"In Bangladesh, through confisca­
tion of property, the striking of human _ 
rights and privileges, isolation from 

was very interested. Seven people 
became Christians that night. 

Many church youth groups 
came to Grand Isle to help in the 
ministry. One group brought a large 
wooden cross with them. One night 
the youth and summer missionar­
ies took turns dragging the cross 
down the beach. As each person 
took over from the previous one, he 

Rezek taught in a day 
camp, led youth pro­
grams and worship ser­
vices, worked in street 
ministries, visited hospi­
tals, painted the church, 
sponsored lock-ins, 
drove a van, sang special 
music in church, and 
coped with mosquitoes 
and flying roaches. The 
main focus of her sum­
mer ministry was the day 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

or she left a lit candle on 
the beach. When they 
reached the end of ihe 
beach, they looked back. 
A trail of candles lit up 
the darkness of the beach 
for as far as they could 
see. "It was an amazing 
sight," Rezek said. 

camp where she taught first and sec­
ond graders. 

From their home base of Grand 
Isle Baptist Church, the only Bap­
tist church on the island, Rezek and 
her teammates led two youth nights 
each week. On some evenings the 
group walked up and down the 
streets and beaches talking with 
people and handing out tracts. One 
night during the annual fishing tour­
nament, she and a young person 
from a visiting church group wit­
nessed to a tall, bearded man. His 
imposing size was not an obstacle 
to the gospel. He took the tract and 

Rezek, a junior with a 
major in psychology and 
minor in religion, contin­
ues to light the way at 

Cumberland College this year. She 
is director of the Sidewalk Chalk 
Players, a Christian drama group 
sponsored by Cumberland's Baptist 
Student Union. Her enthusiasm and 
gifts in drama and ministry are 
blessing many on and off campus. 

Rezek' s summer missions expe­
rience was eye-opening as she saw 
God at work in and through her and 
others. We know God will contin­
ue to work through her. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

our society, friends, loved ones, (suf­
fering was) a tool of deeper fellowship 
with God," explained Sirkar, a pastor 
near Dhaka. • 

He quoted a believer in Pakistan 
who said, "I would rather travel with 
God in the night than alone in the day." • 

Suffering in the Ukraine began 
even before the Communist era, pas­
tor Gregory Komendant pointed out. 

During the most repressive times 
in the 1930s, with churches closed and 
buildings destroyed and laws against 
more than 10 people coming togeth­
er, they still worshipped. 

"Worship had a special taste," he 
said. 'To be faithful [might lead] to 
death." 

Several speakers charged Baptists 
are often weak in their understanding 
and observances of the ordinances, 
sometimes adding a baptismal obser­
vance or the Lord's Supper onto the 
beginning or end of a regular service. 

In contrast, Douglas W aruta, chair­
man of the department of religious 
studies at the University of Nairobi, 
Kenya, described a baptismal service 
in Africa. 

Candidates for baptism stand on 
the far shore of a river, the pastor 
stands at midstream and the church 
members stand on the near shore sing­
ing and worshipping. As individuals 
are baptized, they walk to the "believ­
ers side" and are embraced into the 
fellowship. This is an example of mak­
ing an ordinance a central and sym­
bolic expression of worship, he said. 

From reports by Baptist Press and As­
sociated Baptist Press 

Recycled joy 
"It is better to give than to re­

ceive." Unfortunately, these wise 
words have become sort of a cliche 
in church culture. 

People who never have experi­
enced the joy of sacrificial giving 
might scratch their heads and won­
der, "How does that really work?" 
Read on. 

Jeff and Lesa are foster parents. 

talks to the kids. Romans never had 
children of his own, and he thanks 
us for giving him the chance to be a 
surrogate grandpa. 

Gloria Redmon and Doris Rice 
are walking public service an­
nouncements for Kentucky Baptist . 
Homes for Children. In their inter­
actions with friends, church family 
and businesses, they always think 

They selflessly open their 
home and hearts to hurt­
ing children. Sometimes 
their foster children make 
it clear they don't want to 
be with them. Some of 
them probably never say 
~'thank you" when they 
leave. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

of ways to bring the 
needs of children and 
families into the conver­
sation. Money, materials, 
volunteers, prayers and 
other support have come 
to us through these great 
ladies. And they thank us 
for "letting" them be a 
part of it all. Still, Jeff and Lesa 

consistently give of 
themselves and their re­
sources· to make a home 
for kids. They thank Ken­

I can think of no great­
er examples of giving 
becoming blessing for 
the giver than these five 
people. tucky Baptists for the Bill Smithwick 

chance to demonstrate Not everybody can do 
the things that they do, but consid­
er this: as you give to the Thanks­
giving offering, you not only help 
our children and families, you open 
doors for others to serve. Think of 
it as recycled joy. 

unconditional love. 
Wendell Romans travels the 

state talking about Kentucky Bap­
tist Homes for Children to church­
es, Baptist associations and just 
about anybody who will sit still 
long enough to listen. He was a pas­
tor for 43 years. No one would have 
said a word if he had slipped quiet­
ly into retirement and never stood 
in a pulpit again. But that's not Ro­
mans' style. 

Romans visits the campuses and 

Bill Smithwick president of Ken­
tucky Baptist H.omes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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MISSIONS 

A real . commitment '': .. 
One of the unique oppcjrtul}ities our students 

have is (o be involved with farm chores, cleaning 
buildings, working in the dining hall, mowing the 
grass and being in sports and other co-curricular 
activities. 

Though most of our students live on campus 
and don't have to travel several hours each week 
to and from school, many have a difficult time 
being involved in all the activities they want to 
do. They often have to make personal sacrifices 
to participate in so many things. 

One example is our choir. These 
dedicated students not only take choir 
class during the school day, but they 
also must commit to traveling nearly 
every Sunday from the middle of Oc­
tober until the first of May. It takes a lot 
of dedication to crawl out of bed on 
Sunday mornings many hours earlier 
than the other students, to give up extra 
study time and to give up time they 
cquld spend with that special boyfriend 
or girlfriend. 

Everyone likes having a day to sleep 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

!. ~ .. ., .... ,. -~1 

churches ·is the meals. The students really enjoy 
the home-cooked meals many churches provide. 
Our trip last week took us to Lexington. We were 
at Cornerstone Baptist Church for the morning 
service and Boone's Creek Baptist Church in the 
evening. Both congregations provided us with 
delicious meals and lots of desserts, which are 
always a favorite. 

We had a special treat at Boone's Creek be-
cause one of the girls in our choir came to us from 

that church two years ago. She is a per­
fect example of how important it is for 
a church to see a need within the church 
family and respond. 

in. On Sundays, most of our students W.F. Underwood 

. Carol (not her real name) came to 
us last year as an eighth grader. She was 
not a strong student academically, but 
she has worked hard and is now in the 
ninth grade. The first quarter just end­
ed, and Carol had three As, two Bs and 
two Cs. Carol has worked on the farm 
since last year. I have been really im­
pressed with her willingness to work 
and her positive attitude. This is the 
third year we have allowed girls to work 
on the farm, and it is girls like Carol sleep until nearly church time. Our choir 

almost never has· that opportunity because they 
have to board the bus to go to churches that have 
invited us to share in song, monologues and a 
message from the pulpit. 

Many Sunday mornings find the choir students 
getting up three or four hours earlier than their 
roommates. If we are going as far as Owensboro, 
we have to leave campus about 5 a.m. It not only 
takes a lot of commitment to leave so early, but it 
will be very late before we return. 

We made our first choir trip two weeks ago to 
a small church near Paris. One of the things our 
choir really likes about traveling to the various 

who convince me that I made the right decision. I 
smile nearly every time I see Carol because I know 
she is a girl who is really being blessed by this 
ministry. She is also a blessing to us. 

Next week the choir will travel to Lancaster 
and then on to Georgetown. They will spend an­
other long day on the road and will not get back 
until about 11 p.m. It takes a lot of dedication on 
the part of these young people to make such a 
commitment every Sunday. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www 
.oneidaschool.org 
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EV ... 
·Have you hear1 

what !hev'r1 

• sav1na? 
' / ,,, 

(:)~ "The Children's Music Series is a huge hit with our 
choir leaders. The redesigned lesson plans and 
kits are more flexible and easier to use than 
ever. Our choirs are more exciting, with less 
planning and preparation time!" 
Terry Taylor, Minister of Music 

First Baptist Church, Norman, OK 

"We find the material is more 'director friendly' and 
better organized. Our teachers are better prepared and 

feel more confident, too! We're thrilled with the CD and 
~~-':_-(' the video is especially helpful to our brand new and 

inexperimced teachers. I would highly recommmd it." 
Melanie Sauer, Children's Choir Coordinator 

.~ First Baptist Church, Woodstock, GA 

"The Children's Music Series materials have really worked 
for us. It's a blessing to ~nd such a quality curriculum." 
Shaun Walvoord, Music Associate 
Prestonwood Baptist Church, Dallas, TX 

For a FREE promotional packet, 
send a fax with your mailing 
address to 615-251-2548 today .. . 
and em.brace the di_fference! 

... • ~~ ~~!t>,l'Js 

~ti 
• To order any of the fine products found in the Children's Music Series, see your dated order form 
included in the Quarterly Order Packet from LifeWay Christian Resources. 

Three, trustees -complete terms ot-·service 
The ,October meeting . of the 

Clear Creek board of trustees in­
cluded an expression of thanks to 
three trustees. The by-laws limit a 
trustee to two successive terms. 

Gabriel Collett, former pastor of 
Cynthiana Baptist Church, has Bell 
Country roots and graduated from 
Clear Creek in 1977. When trust­
ees considered curriculum options, 

er' s estate, Morgan was thankfully 
surprised to learn his mother's will -
included a bequest to Oear Creek. • 

Anna White says I'll remember 
her for the homemade bread and 
jam she brought to Rebecca and me 
at every meeting. Her husband, 
Don, is a former trustee. At Clear 
Creek in 1946, attending a confer­
ence in the old Alice Rains Audito­

he provided crucial alum­
nus perspective on the 
academic committee 
while remaining true to 
our mission statement. 
Collett completed eight 
years on the board. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Ron Morgan's first 
experience at Clear 
Creek was a volunteer 
work team from Franklin 
Co:.inty Baptist Associa-
tion. Director of Missions & 
Ken Forman recom- , i 

rium, Don White surren­
dered to the ministry. 
While he was pastor of 
Hillcrest Church in Lex -
ington, they had Majel 
Kelly Moore, L. C. 
Kelly' s oldest daughter, 
as a member. The Whites 
have had two God-called 
members attend Clear 
Creek. Mrs. White served 
two years as chair of the 
academic committee and 
completed four years as 
board secretary. Because 
of an unexpired term, she 

mended him as a trustee. Bill Whittaker 
After eight years, Mor­
gan leaves the board as chair of the 
administrative committee and a 
member of the executive commit­
tee. He always studied the trustee 
materials and came prepared for 
meetings. His experience in state 
government brought valuable fi­
nancial and legal expertise to our 
deliberations. He was among the 
trustees who recently met with the 
accreditation team from Southern 
Association of Colleges and 
Schools. As executor of his moth-

served 10 years as a trustee. Octo­
ber also included a 50th anniversa­
ry celebration of Don White's ordi­
nation. 

Other October trustee decisions 
included acceptance of the 1997-98 
audit, appointment of two faculty 
members, granting a study leave for • 
the dean of students and approval 
of the college strategic plan. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 



PEOPLE 
Case reopened in famous Birmingham church bombing 
By Peggy Sanford 
Religion News Service 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (RNS)-A 
federal grand jury has begun hearing 
evidence in the infamous 1963 bomb­
ing that killed four girls at a Birming­
ham Baptist church and altered the 
course of the black civil rights strug­
gle. 

The grand jury heard testimony 
Oct. 22 from John Cross, pastor at 
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church at the 
time of the bombing. 

In an interview afterward, Cross 
said he testified about where he was 
when the bomb exploded, what he 
saw and what he did after the blast that 
took the lives of Denise McNair, 11, 
and Addie Mae Collins, Cynthia Wes­
ley and Carole Robertson, all 14. 

U.S. Attorney Doug Jones escort­
ed Cross, 73, into the Birmingham 
federal courthouse but would not 
comment. 

Asked about the grand jury inves­
tigation, FBI Supervisory Special 
Agent Jimmie Brown said the agency 
is "hopeful that it is beneficial." 

"We feel pretty good about" the 

case, Brown said. "We think this is the 
best opportunity we're -ever going to 
have to solve it." 

The bombing of the church 
changed the course of civil rights his­
tory in Birmingham and beyond. 

At the time, the city was the scene 
of much civil rights activity, includ­
ing economic boycotts and marches 
aimed at desegregating public places 
and improving employment opportu­
nities for blacks. The Sixteenth Street 
church was the site of many meetings 
on voter education and other aspects 
of the civil rights effort. 

Birmingham-known for its Po­
lice Commissioner "Bull" Connor and 
its all-white police department that 
used dogs and water cannons against 
non-violent black protesters-became 
more accepting of desegregation af­
ter the church bombing. The bomb­
ing also marked a turning point in 
gaining national support for the civil 
rights movement. 

Time has been both ally and foe in 
the investigation, which was reop.!ned 
more than a year ago, Brown said. 
Witnesses have died and memories 
have faded, but the hostilities of the 

1960s also have waned and some peo­
ple's fear of testifying might have 
eased, he said. 

"They may be inclined to talk and 
do the right thing, when they might 
not have been willing to 35 years 
ago," Brown said. . 

Cross, who now lives in Decatur, 
Ga., said he has no trouble recalling 
that Sunday morning 35 years ago 
when the bombing occurred. He was 
upstairs in the church where he had 
stopped by a women's Bible class, he 
said. • 

He heard a blast and thought the 
water heater in the kitchen below had 
blown, "but instead of smelling gas, I 
got fumes," Cross said. 

He told the Bible class to leave the 
church and went downstairs to check 
on the youth. Most had escaped, he 
said. He then helped find the five who 
didn't. 

"I crawled in the space where the 
crater was made and we dug down in 
the debris and pulled out four bodies.," 
he said. ''Then we heard a groan." 

They found Addie Mae's sister, 
Sarah, in a restroom stall. The doors 
and plumbing were twisted all around 

Thatcher: Democracies built on religion & law 
JACKSON, Tenn. (BP)-Demo­

cratic governments are built on a twin 
foundation .of religious values and _a 
commitment to the rule of law, Mar­
garet Thatcher said during a recent ad­
dress at a Baptist university. 

"The moral foundation of this sys­
tem is the Judeo-Christian outlook­
the ~~ssage of the Old and New Tes­
tament, ' that each and every person 

· matters," Britain's former prime min-
' istei- said. -

: -"The system's institutional founda-
• tion is the·rule of law and parliamen­
tary goverp.ment," she said. "The 
cause of limited government is _ one 
which has endured and is spreading', 

• and is a tribute to our Western civili-

zation, to our fundamental beliefs." 
Thatcher addressed more than 

1,700 people as part of the annual 
scholarship banquet at U-nidn t.Jrtiver­
sity. Her speech also marked the con­
clusion of a national conference on 
"Christian Faith and Public Policy" 
sponsored by Union's Center for 
Christian Leadership. 

Despite the apparent triumph of 
democratic values, thatcher insisted 
Western governments must be alert to 
potential· challenges from various op­
ponents, ranging.from totalitarian dic­
tators to militant Islamic states. • 

"Fewer than half the world's coun­
tries are democracies,"· she said. "The 
political conflict between collectivism 

and freedom is not yet over. We have 
to fight boldly and persuasively the 
intellectual and practical battle for 
freedo111 as·it fiices new _'e1¥allen.gest' .. ii . 

Thatcher said the 20th century: fias'' 
been characterized by an ongoing con-

-flict between two forms of govern­
ment: democratic governments, which 
draw their power from the people, and 
collectivist states, which impose their 
will upon the people. 

"We now know that states, societ:­
ies and economies wh,kh • allc;,w the 

• distinctive talents of ,iadividuals , to - :.. 
flourish, themselves . also flourish,". 
Thatcher said. "And those which 
dwarf, crush, manipulate or ignore 
those talents cannot progress." 

Prison ministry leader named Volunteer of the Year 
DALLAS (ABP)-An 82-year­

old woman who has helped 646 jail 
inmates become Christians during the 
past four years has been named Mis­
sion Service Corps Volunteer of the 
Year by the North American Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. 

Sue Low celebrated her 82nd birth­
day in the Dallas County jail. She led 
four men to Christ the day before her 
birthday and held a Bible study for 28 
inmates the day after.. 

During the past 12 years, she and 
her husband, Asa, who died in 1996, 
led 1,200 people to make professions 

of faith during their ministry. 
"It's a lot of hard work, and some 

have told me it's too dangerous for 
me," Low said, "but I've never done 
anything that brought me such joy." 

Low is one of more than 2,450 
Mission Service Corps volunteers in­
volved in Christian missions across 
the United States. 

Among the treasured mementos of 
Low's ministry is a letter from 23-
year-old Tammy, whom she led to 
believe in Christ in the jail. 

"When we talked, she was scared 
and had cried for two days over the 
death of her boyfriend," Low said. "I 

shared the plan of salvation with her 
and she became a Christian." 

Tammy was sentenced to prison 
but is out now and working. While in 
prison she wrote Low: "My boyfriend 
died because of his drug involvement. 
That could have been me. I would 
have died and gone to hell without 
knowing about God's love if you had 
not shared the plan of salvation." 

In sharing her Christian testimony 
with church and women's groups , 
Low tells them: "I am not doing any­
thing you cannot do. Every town and 
city has a jail with people who need 
to hear about God's love." 

University threatens to arrest gay alumni on its campus 
GREENVILLE, S.C. (RNS)­

Christian fundamentalist Bob Jones 
University has threatened to arrest gay 
graduates who return to its Greenville, 
S.C., campus. 

At first, the school threatened Oct. 
22 to arrest all homosexual alumni 
who return to the campus, but then 
officials partially backed down, allow­
ing them to visit its art museum. A ban 
extending to the gallery could affect 

the museum' s tax-exempt status. 
Wayne Mouritzen, a retired min­

ister and Bob Jones graduate, received 
a letter banning him from campus af­
ter officials learned he is gay, Associ­
ated Press reported. 

"With grief we must tell you that 
as long as you are living as a homo­
sexual, you, of course, would not be 
welcome on the campus and would be 
arrested for trespassing if you did vis-

it," reads a letter signed by the uni­
versity' s dean of students. 

Mouritzen, 60, said he was 
shocked to receive the letter. 

"They do have a beautiful art gal­
lery, but who wants to go on campus 
and get arrested?" said Mouritzen, 
who said he came to grips with his 
homosexuality just six months ago. 
"It ' s truly not public if it discriminates 
against gays." 

her, Cross said. Sarah, then 11, was 
severely injured but survived. 

Cross said he was elated when he 
heard last year that the FBI was re- · . 
opening the investigation. "It's very 
important to me," he said. 

Robert Chambliss was the only 
person convicted in the church bomb­
ing. He was convicted of murder in 
1977 and died in prison in October 
1985. Cross said he believes Chamb­
liss was "one of many" people in­
volved in the bombing. 

FBI officials have said they re­
opened the case after finding "new 
and credible" information. Bob Eddy, 
a former state investigator who has 
consulted with the FBI on the current 
investigation, said last year that the 
suspects are the same as they were in 
1963 and 1964: Chambliss, Tommy 
Blanton, Bobby Cherry and Herman 
Cash. 

Cash died in ·1994. During his life­
time he told FBI investigators he was 
innocent and he also passed an FBI 
lie detector test. Blanton, who lives in 
the Birmingham area, and Cherry, 
who lives in Texas, have denied in­
volvement in the bombing. 

Witnesses have 
died and memories 
have faded, but 
the hostilities of 
the 1960s also 
have waned and 
some people's fear 
of testifying might 
have eased. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Pray for these specific 
needs related to 

Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with 

Tanzania, Poland and 
New England: 

■ Rosslyn Academy in 
Tanzania and the 

students and missionary 
teachers there. 

■ Revival to break out 
among the Tukuyu 
people' of Tanzania. 

■ Annual meeting of the 
Baptist Convention of 

New England, Nov. 13-
14, at First Baptist 

Church, Sudbury, Mass. 

■ Polish Baptist leaders 
as they continue to plan 

Mountains to the -Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ BOONEVILLE- Royal Oak 
Church will host fall revival Nov. 6-
8. Henry Walters will be the speak­
er. Billy Walton is pastor. 

. ■ COLUMBIA- Terry Edwards 
resigned as pastor at Gradyville 
Church. • 
■ GREENSBURG- The Sweet 
Spirits, a quartet of young women 
from Pleasant Ridge Church, are 
available to sing at church events. For 
information call Bill Hargan at (520) 
932-3158. 
■ HODGENVILLE- Barren Run 
Church called Mark Lily as pastor. 
Lily previously was at Jamestown 
First Church. 
■ LONDON- Liberty Church 
called Shawn Madden as pastor 
starting Nov. 1. Madden previously 
was pastor at Freedom Church in Mt. 
Vernon. 

Tommy Floyd resigned as pastor 
at Slate Hill Church to become pastor 

at Oak Grove Church in Monticello. 
Also Marcus Daley resigned as youth 
minister at Slate Hill Church to go to 
Hart Church as youth minister. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Jason Eller­
brook, youth minister at Cedar 
Creek Church, resigned to accept a 
position with the Centrifuge depart­
ment of Life way Christian Resourc­
es, Nashville. Dallas Vincent is in­
terin pastor . 

Cloverleaf Church will host a con­
cert by Sons of Liberty of Stanton, 
Nov. 7 at 7 p.m. For more informa­
tion call (502) 367-0218. Geoffrey 
Lacefield is pastor. 

East Audubon recently celebrated 
its 75th anniversary. Former pastor, 
Leon Boyd spoke at the afternoon ser­
vices. Bill Page is pastor. 

Highland, Buechel Park, Ridge­
wood, Melbourne Heights churches 
and others will join together in 1999 
to build two Habitat for Humanity 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
for Kentucky/Poland 

partnership. I SEEKING: Full-time minister of SEEKING: Bivocational pastor. 
music and youth for Heritage Baptist Accepting resumes through end of 

■ Mary Nightingale, Ch~rch, Douglas~ille, ~a. If you are November. Send to~ orktown BaJ?tist 
mother of missionary ~vadable for _cons1der~t1on and would Chu_rc~, 7300 National Turnpike, 

. hke more mformatlon about the Lomsydle, KY 40214. 
Carolyn Dixon _of church and the position, please mail SEEKING: Interim pastor for 

. . T~nzarn?. , your resume to 8800 Rose Ave., Dou- congregation of 225, 3-5 days/week; 
. M_rs. N_Ightm9al~ '~" •gl~~V:Hl~, GA)Ql)~,,or fax}o;:(770) .. p~ea~hing,. midweek service,.visita-

hospItahzed m Lexington. • 947-0544. • - • tion, admiriistiative duties. Apartment 
following a stroke SEEKING: Second Baptist available. Send resume to: Pulpit Sup-

Oct 24. .Church, Greenville, Ky., is currently ply Committee, First Baptist Church, 
seeking individual to fill minister of 201 S. 6th, Vandalia, IL 62471. 
music position. Please direct resumes SEEKING: Full-time or part-time 
to: Staff Search Committee, Second pastor for a small, south-central Ken­
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 390, Green- tucky church. Please submit resume . 
ville, KY 42345-0390. to: Pastor Search Committee, Mt. Ver-

FOR RENT: Reward your pastor non Baptist Church, 4555 S. Hwy. 
and staff with annual planning retreat 619, Jamestown, KY 42629-6709. 
at Gatlinburg's most serene, heaven- • SEEKING: Minister of youth and 
ly setting: Private, 6-bedroom, 7-bath education for a growing church that 
lodge facing 50-foot waterfall. Ideal averages 500 in Sunday worship. This· 
for family reunions, youth groups, position will have the responsibility 
enrichment seminars. Christian own- for a comprehensive youth program 
er. Call now for choice 1999 dates: and for providing leadership to the 
(800) 538-6126. www.paradisefalls entire church educational program. 
.com. Please send resume to: Search Com-

SEEKING: Children's minister. mittee, Macedonia Baptist Church, 
18 hours/week at inner-city church af- 4839 Millers Mill Road, Owensboro, 
filiated with Alliance of Baptists. $8/ KY 42303. 
hour. Send resume to: Jeff Street Bap- SEEKING: Henderson Memori­
tist Community at Liberty, 800 East al Baptist Church, Hopkinsville, Ky., 
Liberty, Louisville, KY 40203. is accepting resumes for pastor. 

SEEKING: Mt. Pisgah Baptist Prayerfully submit resumes to: Pastor 
Church, Bremen, Ky., is accepting • Search Committee, Henderson Me­
resumes for a full-time minister of morial Baptist Church, 501 Noel 
youth and education. Music back- Drive, Hopkinsville, KY 42240. (502) 
ground desirable. Send resume and 866-3223. 
references to: Personnel Committee, SEEKING: Northside Baptist 
1340 Crescent Haul Road, Bremen, Church is prayerfully seeking full­
KY 42325. time minister of music and youth. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor. In- Please send resume: Northside Bap­
dividual must possess desire/ability tist Church, P.O. Box 463, Princeton, 
for assisting the church in creating KY 42445, Attn: Search Committee, 
new ministry models and a willing- or fax (502) 365-2695. 
ness to have responsibilities directed ATTENTION: Habitat {or Hu­
by developing as well as existing manity. Churches in Louisville will 
needs. Send resume to: Associate Pas- join together to build two HFH hous­
tor Search Committee, Southwest es in 1999. To participate, call (502) 
Baptist Church, 6401 Scanlan, St. 899-5353. 
Louis, MO 63139. SEEKING: Rapidly growing 

SEEKING: Lynn Acres Baptist church seeks full-time minister of ed­
Church is accepting resumes for pas- ucation. Excellent compensation 
tor. Submit resumes to: Pastor Search package. Send resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Lynn Acres Baptist Committee, Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
Church, 5007 Southside Drive, Lou- 9701 BlandvilleRoad, West Paducah, 
isville, KY 40214. KY 42086. 
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houses. For details call Conway 
Stone (502) 899-5353. 

Ralph A venue Church recently 
held a soup-line luncheon for World 
Hunger. Seventy-two people donated 
$1,699. Also, members recently cele­
brated Pastor Bob Hill's 19th anniver­
sary at the church. 

Rockford Lane Church hosted a re­
ception to honor Jana Hack on her 
10th anniversary as church secretary. 
Ron Abrams is pastor. 
■ MANCHESTER- Horse Creek 
Church will celebrate homecoming 
Nov. 8. Kenneth Felty will be guest 
speaker. Scottie Sumner is pastor. 
■ RINEYVILLE- Rineyville 

Church has called Donna Pearson as 
youth and children minister. Pearson 
previously was secretary for Valley 
View Church in Vine Grove. Odis 
Weaver is pastor. 
■ STITHTON- Stithton Church 
called Ed Foskey as minister of edu­
cation. Foskey comes from Cypress 
Lake Church in Ft. Meyers, Fla. 
Walter Davis is pastor. 
■ TAYLORSVILLE-Plum Creek 
Church called former pastor Harvey 
Richardson as interim pastor. 
■ VINE GROVE- Valley View 
called Christian Burton as pastor. 
Burton comes from Homer Church in 
Homer, Ga. 

Homes for Children honors 
radio station and volunteer 

LOUISVILLE- Doris Rice of 
Taylorsville and Louisville Chris­
tian radio station WJIE were two of 
the honorees Oct. 22 at the 10th an­
nual Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children president's dinner. 

Rice received the V. V. Cooke 
Award for her support of the Bap­
tist child care ministry. She began 
her volunteer work in 1977 when 
she became the agency's child care 
representative for First Baptist 
Church of Taylorsville. 

Afterward, she joined the wom­
en's auxiliary of Spring Meadows 
Children's Home in Louisville. Lat­
er she became a member of KBHC' s 
agency~wide'' women's advisory · 
board. 

"It's been pure pleasure," said 
Rice. "I came to feel like these chil­
dren were part mine." 

In addition to fundraising and 
personal donations, Rice has en­
couraged many others to become 
involved in the ministry, according 

APPRECIATION Two students in the care 
of Krmtucky Baptist Homes for Children 
app!aLJd for an honoree at the recent 
president's dinner. 

to KBHC President Bill Smithwick. 
"Doris took on as her personal 

mission to setup housekeeping for 
our older teens in the independent 
living programs," he said. 

"Through her influence on oth­
ers, our kids have received dishes, 
curtains, furniture and all the other­
things they need to start out on their 
own," he added. 

Smithwick said Rice's most im­
portant gift is her encouragement. 
"She realizes that the work . that is 
being done for abused and neglect­
ed children is hard and emotionally 
draining. She is always there with a 
hug and a word of appreciation to 
our staff. That makes all of us want 
to keep on doing what we are do-
ing." • 

The V. V. Cooke Award is named 
in memory of V.V. Cooke Sr., a 
Louisville businessman and Baptist 
layman who devoted much of his 
life to Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
Children. Established in 1989, the 
award is presented annually to an 
individual or family who has shown 
·exceptional interest in or support of 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren. 

Louisville Christian radio station 
WJIE received the Spotlight on 
Children Award. 

The honor is extended to a me­
dia organization or reporter demon­
strating interest in educating the 
public on issues related to children 
and families. 

WJIE's morning show and its air­
ing of KBHC public service an­
nouncements, helped share the need 
for foster parents, Smithwick said. 

"This year we have seen a dra­
matic increase in the number of calls 
for information about our family 
foster care program," he said. 
"WJIE has been a major contributor 
to that increase." 

Kentucky Baptist writes book on death 
LONDON- Every wondered 

what happens after you've taken your 
last breath? 

Jay Robison, pastor of Central 
Baptist Church in Paris, has spent sev­
eral years exploring the facts and fears 
of the afterlife. 

He deals with many of the usual 
assumptions and looks at the theories 
of five theologians in his new book, 
"Life After Death? Christian Interpre­
tation of Personal Eschatoloty." 

Eschatology is the study of theo­
logical doctrines concerning death, 
resurrection,judgment and immortal­
ity. 

Robison said he wrote the book for 
"anyone who has ever experienced the · • 
emptiness of losing a loved one to 
death." 

The book considers rituals and cus­
toms surrounding death as well as 
major philosophical interpretations of 
death. 
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PEOPLE 
Missionaries coming to terms with school's horrific past I 
By David Briggs 
Cleveland Plain Dealer 

the school. 
In all, the school served about 200 

children of missionaries from the 
CLEVELAND, Ohio (RNS)- U.S.-basedMissionary Alliance, Gos­

The screams from the first- and sec- pel Missionary Union and other rnis­
ond-grade classroom could be heard sionary organizations throughout 
throughout Mamou Alliance Acade- West Africa between 1950 and 1971, 
my. when it closed. 

The teacher would fly into a rage- No children of Southern Baptist 
sometimes toppling desks and chil- missionaries attended the school, ac­
dren-for infractions as small as a cording to Mark Kelly, a reporter for 
child not knowing how to pronounce the Southern Baptist International 
the word "vegetable." When Dorothy Mission Board. "Southern Baptists 
Wormley was really angry, her former didn't enter the country until 1989," 
pupils told a church commission, he said. 
bathroom passes were withheld and 6- The portrait that emerges from the 
and 7-year-olds would spend the day independentinquiry,churchdisciplin­
sitting in their own feces and urine. ary reports and dozens of interviews 

But who was going to report her in -with Mamou alumni, their parents, 
this school for missionaries' children church officials and former staff, is of 
nestled among the hills of Guinea in a missionary community so focused 
West Africa? on saving the souls of Africans that it 

Not the school nurse who was fore- was unaware its own children were 
ing boys to take part in secret post- being forced to endure a kind of hell 
bedtime shower sessions. on Earth . 

Not the dorm parent who would "Mamou, when all is said and 
beat children so bloody that in a play- done, is going to be the Auschwitz of 
ground game named after him and his MK (missionary kids) boarding 
wife, youngsters challenged each oth- schools," said Dianne Darr Couts, a 
er to come up with the cruelest pun- schoolteacher from Akron, Ohio, and 
ishment imaginable. a Mamou alumnus. 

And not any of the other adults The commission of inquiry of at-
_who feared their own expulsion in a tomeys, therapists and lay people doc­
system that could not comprehend umented horrific acts of abuse against 
"good Christians" committing such scores of students. Among those re-

• abuse. ported_ by the commission: 
. In a watershed set of reports ob- I Floyd Bowman, houseparent 

, i t .tained by. the Cleveland.Plain Dealer. _ during the late 1940s and early 1950s,, 
newspaper, an independent commis- forced children to eat their own vom­
sion of inquiry appointed by the Chris- it. The commission said he punched a 
tian and Missionary Alliance conclud- first- or second-grade child in the face, • 
ed that these abuses and scores of oth- leaving a black eye. Bowman was 
er acts of repeated sexual, physical deceased at the time of the inquiry. 
and psychological abuse occurred at I Dellmer Smith, the housefather 

at Mamou from 1955 to 1957, sexu­
ally abused at least five girls, the com­
mission of inquiry reported. Based on 
witness testimony, the panel also con­
cluded Smith used part of a heavy rub­
ber tire to inflict regular, frequent and 
bloody beatings-as many as 48 
swats at one time. 

The commission reported Smith 
"completely and categorically denied 
any wrongdoing. He indicated a be­
lief that the alleged incidents of abuse 
had been fabricated and reported by 
certain former students who desired to 
injure his reputation." 

I Dorothy Wormley Bortel, the 
first- and second-grade teacher from 
1958 through 1966, was found by the 
independent panel to have engaged in 
an "ongoing reign of terror and sadis­
tic behavior." 

In a letter from her attorney, 
Wormley Bortel said she had "a clear 
conscience" about her work • at 
Mamou Academy. 

She also said through her attorney 
that "she understands how some of the 
former students of Mamou Academy -
could certainly have emotional prob­
lems that they are still dealing with as 
a result of long periods of separation 
from their parents." 

Overall, what the report makes 
clear and what former students most 
vividly remember is that Mamou chil­
dren-already traumatized by being 
taken away from their parents for nine 
months at · a time' when they were as 
young as 5-were forced to live in a 
constant state of terror. 

Parents who were commanded by 
mission agencies to send their children 
to Mamou were told to focus on the 
biblical story of Abraham, who stood 

ready to sacrifice his son Isaac at 
God's command on top of Mount 
Moriah. But in the biblical account, 
God stays Abraham's hand. At 
Mamou, there was no such protection. 

The first reports of abuse started 
corning into Christian and Missionary 
Alliance headquarters in the late '80s. 
By the rnid-'90s, a group of alumni 
had begun working to bring pressure 
on the missionary groups to investi­
gate Mamou. 

In consultation with Mamou alum­
ni, the church appointed the indepen­
dent five-member investigative pan- . 
el, which launched a nearly two-year 
investigation. 

. Among actions taken by the Alli­
anae,. church< officials said · they '.are . 
developing independent means of in­
vestigating future charges of abuse, 
they have apologized for the abuses 
committed there and they are planning 
a reunion of Mamou alumni next 
spring to help the victims heal. 

Christianity meets The Gap a~ mall ministries continue growing 
VOORHEES, N.J. (RNS)-When 

it comes to manners, the Christian 
ministry at Echelon Mall isn't too dif­
ferent from any of the stores, accord­
ing to A.E. Maddison. 

"We're not allowed to go out and 
drag sinners in," said Maddison, ex­
ecutive director for the site in 
Voorhees, N.J. "It's just like The Gap 
isn't allowed to go out and shout to 
people in the mall, 'You need a new 
pair of jeans."' . 

The Echelon Mall Ministry began 
in 1970 and is supported by Presbyte­
rian Church (U.S.A.), United Meth­
odist and American Baptist churches 
and individuals. 

It offers services to people of all 
faiths, and its programs include stress 
manage!llent classes, outreach to hos­
pital patients and nursing home resi­
dents and a coffeehouse for teens. 

Maddison, a minister ordained by 
the Evangelical Church Alliance, said 
36,000 people were served last year, 
compared to 5,000 annually when he 
started five years ago. 

Maddison even performs wed­
dings at the ministry site. "My job is 
to keep these doors open as wide as 
possible," he said. 

"There's a greater need today (for 
ministries) because most people aren't 
in church-but they're still probably 
shopping," he said 

The teen coffeehouse is particular­
ly popular, he added. 

MALL MINISTRY Elsie Nicolette is a Presbyterian elder and director of the ministry at 
Burlington Center mall. The site offers evangelism training, children's story hour, teen 
nights, Bible studies, health seminars, senior exercise class, support groups, events for 
singles and couples, book discussions, a parenting workshop and counseling services. 
"If I get in over my head, I call someone," she said. (RNS photo) 

"The teens needed a place to go 
and sit and talk about their love of 
God," Maddison said. "On a good 
night we have I 20 teens come in from 
the mall. Then they're invited to our 
Bible study on Saturday nights." 

Those involved in mall ministries 
predict the concept will spread as a 
convenient way to address what they 
perceive as a growth in spirituality. 

A pioneer was the Church on the 

Mall in Plymouth Meeting, Pa. It be­
gan in the I 960s, when the religious 
catch phrase "ministry in the market­
place" was born. 

That church now has a 200-mem­
ber Presbyterian congregation and re­
mains part of the mall. But other mall 
ministries that started in the 1960s and 
early 1970s usually moved off-site. 

With today's stress on one-stop 
shopping for almost everything, what 

could be a more perfect location, those 
at the mall ministries ask. 

In Burlington, N.J., First Presby­
terian Church of Mount Holly opened 
Burlington Center Ministry in July. 

"Our lives are convenience-orient­
ed," said Director Elsie Nicolette. 
"And the institution (of church) can 
be a barrier to some people. They may 
have had a bad experience with it."_ 

The Burlington site offers evange­
lism training, children's story hour, 
teen nights, Bible studies, health sem­
inars, senior exercise class, support 
groups, events for singles and couples, 
book discussions, a parenting work­
shop and counseling services. 

"Here we're not going to be doing 
worship," said Nicolette. "It's more of 
an opportunity for people to proclaim 
God's kingdom and go back and get 
involved in a local church on their 
own . ... People stop by and talk about 
all kinds of things. We have literature 

' from all different sorts of organiza­
tions-not just Christian-to answer 
people's everyday needs." 

There is no clergy at the ministry, 
but Nicolette said as a Presbyterian 
elder she handles prayer, referral and 
counseling services. "If I get in over 
my head, I call someone," she said. 

The services the mall ministries 
offer are free, but they do accept do­
nations. They commonly close on 
Sundays, so they don't compete with 
regular church services. 

REMEMBERING Dianne 
Couts, shown with her 
mother and father, Dick 
and Anne Darr, is an 
alumnus of the Mamou 
boarding school. Missions 
leaders now are coming to 
grips with a/legations of 
brutal child abuse by 
leaders on missionary kids, 
also known as MKs. 
"Mamou, when all is said 
and done, is going to be 
the Auschwitz of MK 
boarding schools, " Couts 
said. No Southern Baptist 
students attended the 
school. (RNS photo) 

"· I 

t'1l 

"On a good night 
we have 120 teens 
come in from the 
mall. Then they're 
invited to our Bible 
study on Saturday 
nights." 
A.E. Maddison, executive 
director for the Christian 
ministry at Echelon Mall 
in Voorhees, N.J. 
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"Jesus said ••• 'Simon, son of John, do you love me ... ?' 
He said to Him, 'Yes Lord, you know that I love you.' He said to him, 'Feed my lambs.' " 
God's lambs are all around us. They are lost, they are hungry and they are crying out for help. 

Jesus told Peter that if he loved Him, he would feed His Iambs. 

What is Jesus telling you today? 

On behalf of the children in our care, the staff sends you their thanks and asks that you support 
generously this year's Thanksgiving Offering for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 

1998 Thanksgiving Offering Goa) 
$1,025,000 

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children· 
10801 Shelbyville Road• Louisville, KY 40243 • 1-800-456-1386 
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