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Y2K responses vary from caution to end-time panic

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—In ¢

Christian circles, conversion is often
a topic of conversation as believers
seek to bring more people into their
fold.

But lately, leaders of Christian
groups—like many others—are
preaching about a different kind of

conversion—adapting computer sys- -

tems to avert problems with what’s
known as the Y2K computer bug.
Ministries used to disseminating
books, videos and correspondence
about the Trinity now also are distrib-
uting materials about how to deal with
computers and other technology that

.could read dates ending with “00” as
- 1900 instead of 2000 at the turn of the

century, prompting possible comput-
er malfunctions.

Although the range of concern is
wide—from those unaware of the

“Brand onalty
less lmpartant

when people
pick a church

By Marv Knox -
- Texas Baptist Standard

VENTURA, Calif. (ABP)—
Doctrine, care and sermons top
Americans’ list of priorities when
they choose a church, according
to a new study by the Bama Re-
search Group.

Americans have dlscarded ;

 church “brand loyalty” and now

base their church affiliation on a
range of factors that suit their
_preferences, tastes and needs, re-

. ported George Barna, premdent |

of the polling organizationanda
researcher of religious trends.
 “A century ago, the church

that most Americans attended

- was virtually arranged for them
at birth,” Barna said. “Most peo-
_ple went to the church of their
parents, which was the same
- church thelr gtandparents:attend- .
ed
o “Thmgs have changed » hei?;
 added. “Churchloyalty is amod-"v:
ern casualty.” .
. For example more than one
 in seven adults changes church-i:;;_
.es annually, he said. And one in

“attends a carefully chosen
: handful of selected churches on
- arotatmg basis” rather than affil-
iating with just one congregation.
Gone, too, are the days when
peopl_c: selected churches solely
_ because of their denomination,
~ with Baptists only joining Bap-
_ tist churches, Methodists sticking
with Methodist churches and
similar denominational connec-
. tions, he noted. “There is less
concern about brand loyalty than

there used to be.” v
0 See ‘Brand loyalty’

.., page 6

problem to those in a survivalist pan-
ic mode—many Christian groups are
seeking a moderate approach.

James Dobson, president of Focus
on the Family in Colorado Springs,

Colo., and host of the popular program
by the same name, recently aired a
three-day series of talks with Chris-
tian experts on
the topic. Z

“Don’t pan- g/J
ic everyone,” &E\/}
Dobson said as /
he closed the
third program.
“There is a middle ground between
panicking and doing nothing and
that’s what we’re trying to find.”

- In May, Shaunti Feldhahn, a
former analyst of Asian financial mar-
kets for the Federal Reserve Bank,
founded an interdenominational min-
istry called Joseph Project 2000 to
help congregations prepare their com-
munities for whatever small or large

Who's afraid of the
big, bad bug?

impact could be felt from Y2K.
‘What churches do with that infor-
mation varies. Some Joseph Project
churches simply are checking on how
local utilities are doing in becoming
Y2K compliant. At least one church
is leading an effort to dig a well and
store grain in case there’s a massive

community need for food and water. .

In Septem-
ber, 3,000 peo-
ple attended a
public meeting
in Atlanta spon-
sored by the Woodstock, Ga.-based
project to build awareness and encour-
age networking. Feldhahn said she
hopes other churches will sponsor
similar gatherings across the country.

“If you look at it, there’s a church
or a synagogue standing in every sin-
gle community in the nation,” said
Feldhahn. “We don’t have time to
build a new infrastructure to respond
to Y2K. We need to use what we al-

ready have and really, faith-based or-
ganizations are it.”

She hopes to educate churches so
they will not be blind-sided by the -
pending technological problem,
which. could affect not only comput-
ers but embedded microchips in sys-
tems that provide everything from
music to heat and air conditioning.

Her concems are backed up by a

. recent survey of Protestant senior pas-

tors.

The poll by Barna Research Group
found 78 percent of respondents were
familiar with the Y2K problem, but
only 21 percent had taken any steps
to evaluate its potential effect on their
church.

Fewer—13 percent—said they had
taken steps to alert their congregation
about potential ministry opportunities
or social consequences related to the
issue.

Despite the middle ground of prep-
O See Y2K predictions ..., page 7
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NEW MISSIONARIES Marty and Sheri Holley receive their missionary appointment certificates from Southern Baptist International
Mission Board President Jerry Rankin during a Nov. 17 service in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The service included the appointment of 90 new
missionaries and pushed Southern Baptists’ total number to 4,523. This year the agency appointed more than 700 missionaries. If an
equal number are appointed again in 1999, Southern Baptists will surpass the “Bold Mission Thrust” goal of having 5,000 international
missionaries by the year 2000. (BP photo by Roy Burroughs)

Central Kentucky work with Hispanics growing

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LA GRANGE—Many Hispanic
congregations in Central Kentucky
hold Spanish-speaking services, but
the predominately Anglo Buckner
Baptist Church recently integrated its
Sunday morning worship service to
welcome about 30 Hispanics every
week. '

The services feature a bilingual
hymnal, bulletins in both English and
Spanish and translation of sermons

into Spanish.

Anglos and Hispanics are coming
together at the church in other ways,
according to area missionary Gus
Reyes. Adults work together at church
work days, and youth are mingling
through various fellowships and rec-
reational activities.

The church recently ordained fac-
tory worker Manuel Hernandez as a
deacon, the first Hispanic to hold that
office in Oldham County, Reyes said.

“This definitely has to be of God
because there are many obstacles to

overcome,” said Reyes, a long-term
volunteer who serves through the
Southern Baptist Mission Service
Corps.

“This is more than two cultures
coming together,” he explained. “His-

panics are from North and South

America, Mexico and Cuba.”

The joint services began in April
of last year. Pastor Bob Hanses said
members felt everyone who wanted to
join the church should be included in
Sunday services.

3 See Central Kentucky ..., page 3



BAPTIST BITS

M Gardner-Webb
University’s trustees
have named their divinity
school after the school’s
current president, Chris
White. The university, in
Boiling Springs, N.C.,
opened a divinity school
in 1993 with 35
students. Today,
enrollment has grown to
130 students in three
degree programs.

M Florida Baptists
made history at their
annual meeting by
electing their first
African-American
president. Elroy Barber,
pastor of Westside
Baptist Church in
Hollywood, was
unanimously elected
president of the Florida
Baptist State
Convention.

W Georgia Baptisis
voted to amend their
constitution to withdraw
fellowship from
churches that affirm
homosexual behavior.
But a similar effort
toward churches that
engage in “non-biblical
charismatic worship
practices” failed to get
the two-thirds majority
needed for a
constitutional change.

Professor: SBC must go from corporate to kingdom model

By Bob Allen
Assaciated Baptist Press

LOUISVILLE (ABP)—Southern
Baptists must adopt a “‘paradigm shift”
in how they do missions if they are to
remain relevant in a post-modern so-
ciety, a longtime denominational em-
ployee told a gathering in Louisville.

Instead of a “corporate” model of
missions that has characterized the
Southern Baptist Convention for more
than 40 years, congregations should
shift to a “kingdom church” model,
emphasizing cooperation across de-
nominational lines, said Ron Johnson,
professor of missions and evangelism
at Mercer University’s McAfee
School of Theology in Atlanta.

“I am ecumenical in my approach
to life and my approach to missions,”
said Johnson, a career denomination-
al employee who formerly worked for
the SBC Sunday School Board, the
SBC Home Mission Board evange-
lism division and the Georgia Baptist
Convention evangelism department
and who taught briefly at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary.

During the 1950s, Southern Bap-

tists adopted a “corporate model” for

denominational agencies borrowed
from the business world, Johnson told
a small-group gathering at the Nov.
4-7 Reconciliation Networks of Our
World conference in Louisville.

“Because we were raised in a cor-
porate model, -our understanding of
missions was a corporate vision,” he
said. That model emphasized financial
and numerical growth and encouraged
individual churches to support the de-
nomination in the name of loyalty and
pride.

Baptists have tended to function so

“that each individual church is part of
the denominational franchise,”
Johnson said.

Johnson cited former denomina-
tional leader James Sullivan who de-
scribed Southern Baptist polity as “a
rope of sand with the strength of
steel.” In Sullivan’s analogy, each
grain of sand represented a local
church, which working together could
accomplish things far greater than
they could separately.

In today’s Southern Baptist Con-
vention, racked by two decades of
denominational infighting and the
emergence of post-denominational
thinking, Johnson said, “the problem
is-that rope has been broken into piec-
es.”

Sullivan’s rope of sand, he said,
has crumbled to the ground, no long-
er bound together by a strong sense
of denominational unity. From those
individual grains, however, is spring-
ing a new vision of missions, Johnson
said.

The future of Southern Baptists, he
said, lies in-a “paradigm shift that is
postmodern in perspective.” That
shift, he said, has led him to under-
stand “the reality of the kingdom
church.” 4

Kingdom churches, Johnson said,
are concerned primarily with seeking
and doing the will of God in their
community. Instead of looking to de-
nominational headquarters for pro-
grams, they will partner with other
faiths, capitalizing on strengths of var-
ious traditions to reach unchurched
people.

“When we talk about missions, we
can’t think about it parochially,”
Johnson said.

Other denominations could learn

from Southern Baptists’ passion for
missions and evangelism, Johnson
said. In the same way, he said, South-
ern Baptists should be willing to learn
from other faith groups.

For example, he said, Southern
Baptists can learn from Roman Cath-
olics, who have traditionally been very
strong in social ministries. “Southern
Baptists have used social ministry,
unfortunately, as a license to preach
the gospel,” he said. The denomina-
tion has met human needs primarily
as a means to an end—evangelism—
rather than because the Bible teaches
Christians should reach out to others
with compassion, he said.

Johnson said Southern Baptists .

have embraced a truncated view of
evangelism and missions. “We need
to recover something of' a sense of
holism in ministry which I’m afraid
we do not have,” he said. 5

Under the corporate model,
“Southern Baptists have paid our tax-
es to the denominational headquarters,
who did our work for us,” Johnson
said. Now, churches are becoming
interested in doing missions for them-
selves.

“What I am sensing is God is stir-
ring in a lot of our churches,” he said.
“They are restless.”

He said congregations now are
asking, “How can you talk with integ-
rity about Bold Mission Thrust (the
SBC'’s plan to present the gospel to
every person by the year 2000) when
you can’t even reach your own com-
munity for Christ?”

He suggested that the SBC’s North
American Mission Board, “instead of
being a corporate kind of agency that
defines what missions is in this coun-
try,” become a “catalyst” for missions

in local churches and then get out of
the way.

“Southern Baptists are in more
trouble than they think they are,”
Johnson said. Sixty percent of bap-
tisms in Southern Baptist churches are
rebaptisms, he said, and only half of
church members ever share their faith.

“The cold, hard fact is we are not
penetrating the culture,” he said. In-
stead, “We have become a subculture
in the larger culture.”

“The controversy among Southern
Baptists is not really theological,”
Johnson said. “It’s a response to the
declining demographics of Southern
Baptists.”

In the 1950s, he said, the “baby
boom” assured there would be evan-
gelism as children grew and became
baptized into church membership. As
Southern Baptists have climbed the
socio-economic ladder, they had few-
er children, he added.

Post-modernism has made matters
worse; with many children growing

- up in blended families with little ex-

posure to church.

“When we see declining numbers,
we turn to our orthodoxy and say we
don’t believe the Bible enough,” he
said.

Evangelism methods used by
many Southern Baptists amount to a
“crash course” in the Christian faith.
The numbers of people leaving
churches, characterized by some as a
“back-door” revival, “is a scandal,”
Johnson said.

Johnson said his goal is to lead
churches not to measure success by
how many buildings they have but
whether they capture a sense of what
God wants them to do in their com-
munity.

Baylor chancellor Iobbies for Baptist Convention of the Americas

By Marv Knox
Baptist Texas Standard

HOUSTON (ABP)—Texas Bap-
tists should consider creating a Bap-
tist Convention of the Americas to
embrace like-minded Christians and
evangelize the Western Hemisphere,
Baylor University Chancellor Herbert
Reynolds said Nov. 10.

At the annual breakfast meeting of
Texas Baptist Committed, a group of
Texas moderate Baptists, Reynolds

Deacon Larry had an unorthodox but
effective way of dealing with latecomers.
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outlined why he believes a new con-
vention is both needed and possible.

Reynolds also took aim at current
Southern Baptist leadership, saying
moderate Baptists should never expect
to be granted access to meaningful
roles of leadership.

“We find ourselves at the point of .

a schism in Texas Baptist life,” Rey-
nolds said, citing the departure of a
group called Southern Baptists of Tex-
as, who formed a new convention just
hours after he spoke.

They left after failing to convince
the Baptist General Convention of
Texas to march in step with the SBC.

“There seems to be no doubt that
this present circumstance has arisen
because the majority of Texas Baptists
... have made it clear that Texas must
and will chart its own course to stay
true to our mission by avoiding the
destructive influences of the leader-
ship of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion,” he said.

Two groups—supporters of recent
developments in the SBC and a “rec-
onciliation movement” comprised of
“well-intentioned pastors and laypeo-
ple who continue to believe that the
fundamentalists do not want to be di-
visive”—have attempted to thwart the
BGCT’s “destiny that might lie quite
apart from the Southern Baptist Con-
vention,” Reynolds noted.

“One might reasonably conclude
that the two parallel movements we

have been encountering in Texas are
just further ploys” of ultra-conserva-
tives who gained control of the SBC
in the past two decades, he said.

Those SBC leaders have a vested
interest in holding onto the “annual
tribute” Texas Baptists provide to the
national convention—$43 million in
budget and missions contributions, he
said, adding they also covet the “pos-
sibility of taking over Texas and all
our institutions and agencies.”

Reconciliation will not happen,
Reynolds charged, because SBC lead-
ers will not be reconciled. “There is
not even the remotest possibility that
the fundamentalists in Baptist life will
abandon their world view for any kind
of meaningful and lasting reconcilia-
tion, since giving up power and con-
trol would be like the loss of life itself
to those who are the most psycholog-
ically afflicted,” he said.

A hemispheric convention is need-
ed because of the region’s burgeon-
ing population, Reynolds said.

Such a convention is possible be-
cause technological advances now
minimize enormous- distances and
other logistical barriers, he noted. And
it’s affordable if Texas Baptists chan-
nel the money they currently contrib-
ute to the SBC into the new venture,
he said.

Moreover, the needs are great,
Reynolds stressed. The Americas are
home to 800 million people, and the

population likely will reach 1 billion
soon, he reported, noting up to 400
million of them are not Christians.

Two significant factors—strength
and need—form the context of a pos-
sible Baptist Convention of the Amer-
icas, Reynolds said.

Texas Baptists contribute almost
$100 million annually for cooperative
missions and ministries, he reported.
Almost $48 million of that amount
goes for worldwide causes, with $43.3
million earmarked to the SBC and
$2.4 million to the Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship, he said.

“While maintaining the autonomy
and integrity of our state convention
and that of any partnering states, it
might well be possible to create a Bap-
tist Convention of the Americas with
a very lean staff, where the outsourc-
ing of many services and functions
could maximize the use of our finan-
cial resources,” he said.

Ingredients that could support such
a move include telecommunications
advances, good airports and conven-
tion facilities in Dallas and Houston.

As an example of the ability to
outsource some duties, he noted sem- -
inaries and theology schools at Bap-
tist universities could be contracted to
provide theological education.

“For the $11.4 million tribute Tex-
as is now sending to the six SBC sem-

- inaries, we could ... support a very siz-

able group of students,” he said.




Kentucky native helps plant churches i in Venezuela

By Betty Poor
SBC International Mission Board

CARACAS, Venezuela—Louis-
ville native Becki Glenn was reared
with first-hand knowledge about mis-
sions.

“I wouldn’t trade what I experi-
enced for anything,” said Glenn, who
spent her early childhood in Hondu-
ras and Peru, where her parents served
as missionaries.

Now Glenn serves as a Southern
Baptist missionary in Caracas, Vene-
zuela. She said she’s glad her son
Aaron and daughter Cassidy, now

- grown, had the same opportunity to

know people from other cultures. “It
has given them a world view.”

The Christmas season traditional-
ly is a time when all Southern Bap-
tists are encouraged to have a world
view during the Season of Prayer for
International Missions.

The season includes the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering for Interna-
tional Missions, which this year has a
national goal of $110 million.

Glenn and her husband, Mike,
work to reach the middle class resi-
dents of Caracas, a city of 5 million
people. Their vision is to start home
Bible studies that will develop into
churches.

“My gift is hospitality,” Glenn
says. “Here we have a lot of people
come through our home. Just lately
the Lord has put so many people in
my path.”

Relationships are the key to a
successful ministry, she added.
“We’re not going to see great num-
bers.”

Evencio and Marlene Leon are ex-
amples of personal relationships that
make a difference in the Glenns’ min-
istry. One of the Bible studies they are
starting meets in the Leons’ apart-
ment. “Marlene is my best friend here
in Venezuela, and her husband is
Mike’s best friend,” Glenn said.

The Leons’ children are young
adults and have invited their friends
to the Bible study in their parents’
apartment.

The Glenns meet every week with
the Leons and five or six of their chil-
dren’s friends, men and women in
their early 20’s. The Glenns explained
the Christian faith and answered ques-
tions in an informal manner for two
or three months. Then one night all of
the young adults prayed to receive
Christ.

Glenn also emphasizes the impor-
tance of building good relationships
with fellow missionaries. “I’m going
to work at keeping those relationships
strong,” she said.

That’s the kind of life she grew up
in. She became a Christian when she
was nine and living with her mission-
ary parents in Lima, Peru. “My dad
was pastor of First Baptist Church of
Lima,” she said.

Her parents were on furlough,
serving as camp missionaries in New
Mexico, when she said she first felt

Gentral Kentucky Baptists’
work with Hispanics growing

Continued from page 1

“This may not work for everyone
else, but it works for us,” he said. “The
Hispanics are becoming involved and
becoming more comfortable with the
church. There’s been some good, sol-
id friendships made.”

While newcomers have boosted
average attendance by 25 percent,
the pastor said Buckner Baptist’s
primary goal in reaching out was
ministry.

Sometimes more than a dozen im-
migrants cram into one trailer and
have no food to eat, Hanses said. They
also have needs other than food, he
added.

“Our Hispanic members have tak-
en on the bulk of ministering to His-
panics,” he said. “We’re seeing steady
growth, and we’re excited about that.”

Despite the assimilation, the
church still has some separate activi-
ties.

Twice a month Hispanics leave just
before the sermon to hear a message
preached in Spanish. They also gath-
er Tuesday evenings for a fellowship
dinner and worship service in their
native tongue.

Reyes said such fellowship is need-
ed, especially for those who haven’t
adjusted to American culture.

Buckner is one of eight Hispanic
works formed through the North Cen-
tral Regional Hispanic Council, com-
posed of Shelby County, Henry Coun-
ty and Sulphur Fork Baptist associa-
tions.

Collectively, these missions now

average 170 people for weekly wor-
ship services, Bible studies, fellow-
ships and classes in English as a sec-
ond language.

Their work extends beyond the
boundaries of their associations. The
council’s largest mission meets Sun-
day afternoons at Cooper Chapel
Road Baptist Church, just south of
Louisville.

The newest, home-based group
held its first meeting in late October
and will ask Bedford Baptist Church
to become its sponsor, Reyes said.

Another group sponsored by
Franklinton Baptist Church hopes to
open a Christian coffee house in Em-
inence by January.

Besides promoting church and so-
cial life, the group emphasizes spiri-
tual training through a seminary ex-
tension class. A dozen men currently
are enrolled. The weekly courses,
which began in 1996, meet at Buck-
ner Baptist.

The area’s population is growing
rapidly, and Reyes said he would like
another family to come help with His-
panic work in Central Kentucky. His
wife, Gloria, and Mission Service
Corps volunteer Kelly Thorne are the
only other missionaries to Hispanics
in the region.

“I feel there is a great revival com-
ing and part of it is among Hispan-
ics,” he said. “They are part of the
means God is using to shake us up,
get us out of our comfort zones and
get us reaching out to Anglos and His-
panics.”

MAIL CALL Kentucky native Becki Glenn and her husband, Mike, look over letters and
magazines from their post office box at the mission office in Caracas, Venezuela. The
Glenns are church planters with the Southern Baptist International Mission Board. (BP

photo by Betty Poor)

God calling her also to become a mis-

sionary.

She met Mike Glenn and they mar-
ried in 1971 and were appointed for
Venezuela in 1978.

At the time of their appointment,
Glenn’s father was a trustee for the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission
Board, now the International Mission
Board. “His last official activity as a

- trustee was our appointment service,”

she said.

The Glenns served in church plant-
ing in Puerto Ordaz and Puerto La
Cruz before moving to Caracas in
1992,

Now Glenn asks Kentuckians to
pray for their ministry with people in
Caracas. “We could be pulled in so
many ways,” she said, adding that she
and her husband want to be sure they
follow God’s way.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

‘B Campbellsville

University is seeking
families willing to host
international students
during the holidays. Of
the 1,6000 students at
Campbellsville, 67 come
from 25 foreign
countries. For more
information, call Susan
Walters at (502) 789-
5479.

B The Christian
Heritage Center will host
a speech by Alabama
Judge Roy Moore, Dec.
4 in Louisville at 7:30
p.m. Moore's display of
the Ten Commandments
in his courtroom
prompted a federal
lawsuit. The event will be
at the American Legion
Post’s Highland Hall.
Tickets cost $5 for
adults and $3 for
students.
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Confessional editor?

Let me begin by saying that, over-
all, I thoroughly enjoyed my first trip
to the Kentucky Baptist Convention.
Only one thing seemed to trouble me,
and that was the Western Recorder
report. I was concerned by the state-
ment that in searching for a new edi-
tor there would be no requirement of
confessional commit-
ment except one to
“Baptist freedom,” the
priesthood of the believ-
er and the autonomy of
the local church. I have
no problem with these
three, when they are un-
derstood properly in the
context of our Baptist
heritage, but that heri-
tage is a confessional
heritage which informs
how Baptists have understood these
terms throughout our history.

Will you expect the new editor to
profess to be a bandaging believer in
Jesus Christ, a believer in the doctrine
of the trinity, believers’ baptism and
a member of a Baptist church? If so,
then you do have a confessional stan-
dard by which candidates will be
judged. If not, will you open the se-
lection process to non-Christians of
demonstrated journalistic ability so
long as they pledge to honor your
three tenants stated above?

This question may seem trivial, but
I am asking it in all seriousness. If we
are going to be faithful to our calling
as Christians we must have some kind

of confessional standard. If we don’t, -

then we open the door to'all kinds of
heterodox teaching that can only lead
us to spiritual declension.
Subscription to a particular confes-
sion should never take the place of a
living relationship with God in Jesus
Christ, but it should certainly help to
inform that relationship under the au-
thority of the Scriptures.
A.J. Smith,
Jonesville

BAPTIST

FORUM

The value of one

As I reviewed the glowing reports
about Southern Baptist international
missions, I am overwhelmed by the
impressive numbers:

1 4,249 overseas personnel.

§ 17,261 volunteers.

1 $100 million given to

Consistent discipline

A few weeks ago I read an article
about Bob Jones University. They re-
quested a former student not to return
to the campus. The student has identi-
fied himself with the gay community.
This must have been a difficult deci-
sion on the part of the University..

Appropriate discipline is needed to
gently restore Christians
to the body of Christ
again. The church and
Christian institutions
lack the balance needed
to discipline properly. A
proper discipline re-
quires an equal judg-
ment. If a known adul-
terous heterosexual rela-
tionship is not confront-
ed the same way, then
the balance has shifted.

We must treat everyone with the
same level of correction. The exam-
ple of discipline is given to us in the
Word. Go privately to the person to
encourage them to stop their deviant
behavior. If the person refuses, then
you are to bring two or three others to
establish your words of correction. If
he/she continues to live in the lie, then
we are compelled to deny fellowship
and excommunicate the prideful per-
son from the church or institution.

I would be stupefied if Kentucky
churches and their institutions would
follow these biblical teachings for all
known sexual sins. Do we look the
other way when we see heterosexual
couples living together and condemn
homosexuals? Are we willing to ask

“our people who' are in‘positions of

authority to remove themselves who
are in sexual sin? If repentance does
come to the people of God then a
much greater awakening will occur.
Be ready to take in hurting, lonely and
desperate people. People who do not
know how to love or who they are in
Christ. Are we ready?
3 John Lawlor

Louisville

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

making a big difference by informed
praying, sacrificial giving and bold
going. Here are some examples:

1 Ruth Baker saved money all year
from baby sitting and gave more than
$700 to the Lottie Moon offering. Did
she make a difference? She

the Lottie Moon Offering
for International Missions.

I Missionaries in 127
countries.

We must pause to thank
God for the great things he °
has done. However, there
are yet 2 billion people with
no one to share the gospel
with them. More than 22
million internationals pass

Bill Mackey

did in her pastor’s heart. It
is no surprise that her
daughter, a certified public
accountant by career, led in
establishing a church in a
low-rent community near
Charleston, S.C. where she
lives. ‘

- 0 Wade Akins, former
director of missions with
several academic degrees,

through U.S. borders in a
single year from 185 countries. More
than 500,000 of these internationals
are students, and 25 percent are from
countries where missionaries are pro-
hibited. More than 80 percent of these
future world leaders are never invited
into:an American home.

The tendency sometimes is for
Christians to be paralyzed by such
needs. But one person can make a dif-
ference, and so many Baptists are
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went to Brazil with one pas-
sion—to start new churches in every
town in his state. While on a construc-
tion project for Akins in Brazil, my
brother was invited to stay another
week to supervise the construction of
a mission chapel. That experience led
my brother to sell his construction
business in Charlotte, N.C. Three
years later, 104 mission chapels have
been constructed in Brazil and thou-
sands have become Christians while

Commend KBHC

Whenever an employee is released,
the decision has unpleasant aspects.
Lives are disrupted, and feelings are
hurt. It’s not fun for either the one ter-
minated or the one compelled to make
the termination decision.

Therefore, I am writing to com-
mend the leadership of Kentucky Bap-
tist Homes for Children for having the
courage and consistency of conviction
to fire the self-confessed lesbian, su-
pervisor Alicia Pedreira.

Spokesperson Linda Gray is cor-
rect in stating the importance of the
homes “staying true to our Christian
values.” It is also perfectly consistent
with biblical revelation that “homo-
sexuality is a lifestyle that would pro-
hibit employment” in an entity which
purports to minister in the name of
Jesus and is supported and operated
by Kentucky Baptists.

Is this hatred? No. I have no room
for or tolerance of hatred directed at
those who are engaged in homosexu-
al behavior. Is this homophobia? That
rubric is being employed far too loose-
ly to label as fear that which s, in fact,
strictly thoughtful, biblical evaluation
of a behavioral choice that is patently
offensive to God and historically of-
fensive (not frightening) to those who
embrace a biblical, or even theistic,
world view.

It is quite possible that with neither
hatred nor homophobia, the leadership
of an entity that is charged with oper-
ating itself in consistent alignment
with biblical principle may have to
make the types of decisions made by

the leadership of Kentucky Baptist -

Homes for Children. It is also quite
possible, in fact it may be inevitable,
that those who are not committed to a
biblical world view will prejudicially
evaluate such decisions as hateful or
bigoted. Such conclusions only con-
vey substantial ignorance of the Word
of God and the Baptists of Kentucky.
Russell Howard

Lexington

watching the Jesus film. Has he made
a difference? My brother continues to
go, and when he is at home he is re-
cruiting at night and working days.

§ While assisting with a chapel
construction project in South Ameri-
ca, my brother met the leader of some
volunteers from Mississippi who were
involved in medical missions and
evangelism. The leader of the group
was the famous fiction writer John

- Grisham. God is using him to make a

difference.

1 Clayton Corsey has witnessed
growth in the number of churches
from seven in the 1970s to more than
400 today in Malindi and Kilifi, Ken-
ya. God has used him to make a dif-
ference in Kenya.

 David Watson has led a network
of church planting in an unreached
people group of 90 million. In seven
years there are more than 1,000
churches and 30,000 believers. Has
God used him to make a difference?

This Christmas, God can use you

_and me to make a difference. One gift,

one prayer and one bold trip with God
can change someone’s world and
make an eternal difference.

Bill Mackey lis executive secretary-trea-
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

This Christmas,
opt for the more
meaningful, not
expensive, gifts
By Jeremy White

Gift giving can be a budget
buster. If the
sheer dollar
amount is not
bad enough,
we often buy
things that
are useless,
meaningless
or frivolous.

Don’t
think I'm Scrooge or thoughtless.
I applaud, as does the Bible, gen-
erous giving. It’s just that many
of us buy things that someone
else doesn’t need or want. Peo-
ple want treasured items, not trin-
kets.

Advertising and our own la-

ziness has overwhelmed our cre-
ativity. Think about this: What
are a few of the most meaningful
gifts you have ever received?
. For me, two gifts come to
mind. One memorable gift from
my grandmother was a collection
of handwritten stories of funny,
touching or silly things I did or
said as a child. My parents
couldn’t remember them or
weren’t present to see them. But
my grandmother not only pon-
dered them in her heart but also
wrote them down for future gen-
erations.

Another meaningful gift was
a video I received from my par-
ents. They gave this video to my
brothers and me after we all had
left home. My mother gathered
certain family pictures, organized
them chronologically, wrote in-
scriptions of the event and date,
and transferred them to a video-
cassette with a musical back-
ground. This video told the White
family story.

These gifts were “not avail-
able in any store” but invested
further in relationships. Here are
a few ideas to begin your creative
thinking of meaningful gifts:

§ Write and frame a tribute of
praise to someone (more than just
a line at the bottom of a card).

1 Have your kids make mem-
orable presents for relatives.

1 Give your children a coupon
for a half day with you (they
choose the activity).

I Make a scrapbook of an
event or a collage of pictures with
special memories.

B Give a coupon to offer
someone babysitting, lawn ser-
vices or laundry services.

1 Write a poem for poetry lov-
ers or compose and perform a
song for music lovers.

I Contribute money to a
church, mission or charity in hon-
or of someone.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant in Paducah




OPINION

’'ve got my list of what | want in a man. Why can’t [ find
him?

There is both a negative and a positive in such list making.

-First, the negative: Harold Ivan Smith recently reminded a
group of single adults that with every item on your list you
eliminate between 10,000 and 100,000 possibilities. You
might have a list with so many characteristics that such a
person does not exist. It might be just a fantasy—the male
version of your ideal self appearing as
your “knight in shining armor.”

Now, the positive: Differences are
comparable to bank withdrawals,
~ similarities are like money in the bank.
Neil Clark Warren has written that any list
of the most important similarities must
consider the following:

1 Intelligence. This does not equal
education. If one partner feels “talked down to,” emotional
connection disintegrates.

B Values. Things such as the priority of God or family
must be agreed upon to prevent severe friction in this area.

1 Intimacy. This includes communicating well, being
accepting and removing all pretense.

1 Interests. A diversity of interests held in common
contributes to happiness.

1 Role expectations. It matters little which style the couple
chooses; it matters a lot that they choose the same one.

Neil Warren’s book, “Finding the Love of Your Life,”
contains a list of 50 things to consider when looking for
potential areas of similarity. “Know thyself,” a wise man once
said. It contributes greatly to any future marital happiness
when you know what you are looking for. — James Stillwell

What is the perfect gift for my child this Christmas?

They are called “Pass It On” cards, and you can find them
at any Christian bookstore. One side carries a colorful
message of encouragement; the other side is blank. They are
about the size of a business card. They cost less thana
quarter.

On the blank side print “Dad” or “Mom,” your child’s
name and the coming year. Drop the card in your child’s
Christmas stocking, place it on your tree or put it by your
child’s place at the breakfast table Christmas morning.

Your child will find it and ask, “What's this?” Explain that
the card expresses your desire and commitment to spend
time with him or her during the coming year. Here’s how it
works:

When your child presents the card to you (at least once a
week), you schedule a special time together. The together
time doesn’t have to cost money. Play a game, go for a walk
or a bike ride, shoot baskets, play on the swing set, read a
story, visit a pet store. Let your child suggest and choose.

Don’t make the mistake of turning your gift of time into
another task that can be checked off your calendar. The idea
of “quality time” is a myth. Your child needs vast amounts of
your time and attention—much more than one or two hours
a week. Simply let the card be a reminder and a jump starter.

Remember that regular, routine activities count. Don’t do it
alone if you can do it together. Remember, too, that time
spent together talking, laughing, playing and enjoying the little
things of life will set the stage for time spent later talking
about big, important things. — David Garrard

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Inmanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as-
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine.
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec @ntr.net.

FAMILY

FORUM

The danger of making bad assumptions

We returned Nov. 19 from Oxford, England, having -
finalized details of accommodations and local orienta-
tion for the Center for Christian Ministry’s first partici-
pant in its minister study leave program.

Georgetown College’s recently developed partnership
with Regent’s Park College includes this special oppor-
tunity for ministers to engage in a one-month study leave
in the Oxford University environment.

Feeling gastronomically motivated one evening, I
stopped by a shish-kebab stand for a filafil sandwich.
Assuming from his appearance and use of English that
the vendor was an Arab, I threw out a few rusty greet-
ings in Arabic and asked where he was from. He respond-
ed in English that he was Iranian, not an Arab,
and that he did not speak Arabic!

The national elections held early in No-
vember demonstrated in a very public man-
ner what can happen to political party leaders
who make wrong assumptions about how the American
people will react. As in this case, wrong assumptions can
sometimes cost dearly.

Through their actions, individuals and institutions
might demonstrate some of their assumptions.

In 1999, 20 years will have passed since the begin-
ning point of the Southern Baptist Convention’s “con-
servative resurgence,” the term preferred by those who
gained control.

However, it took about 14 of those years to secure
control of the trustees of the SBC boards and agencies. It
is probably only during the past five years, with the old
leaders out and the new leaders in, that one might dis-
cern some “assumptions” with which SBC leadership
works:

- B The leadership assumes it has a mandate to take the
SBC in whatever direction they, their trustees and the
relatively small number of annual messengers want to
take it. The most recent example is the action of South-
western Seminary to add to their Abstract of Principles
the newly approved amendment to the Baptist Faith and
Message, which takes the strict biblical interpretation that
the husband is “head” of the wife. This seminary’s facul-
ty must either sign it or seek other employment.

0 Current leaders assume Cooperative Program funds,
designated giving and estate gifts will continue to flow
generally undiminished. While Cooperative Program

GUEST

- EDITORIAL

gifts to the SBC are strong, the real challenge for denom-
inational funding at all levels is yet ahead when factors,
largely unrelated to the controversy, begin to kick-in.
They include the die-off of an entire generation of “store-
house-tithers” and the uncertainty of this new generation,
which seems to be more specifically “need-driven” in
their giving and less inclined than this generation to our
practice of unquestioned giving to the Cooperative Pro-
gram.

§ SBC leadership appears to assume it can get along
without Woman’s Missionary Union. Internal reorgani-
zation at the national agencies suggests SBC agencies
may well intend to do in the future as much as possible
of what WMU has done in the past.

0 That the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
someday will break away and become a de-
nomination or some such entity. While a
growing number within CBF would wélcome
that opportunity, in annual assembly they have rejected
that idea. Most Southern Baptists who participate in or
support the Fellowship consider its existence as relevant
and necessary, not only for fellowship, missions and ex-
tending the opportunities for graduate religious studies,
but because its very existence is their statement of oppo-
sition to the direction of SBC leadershlp

B That in time, SBC seminaries will produce more and
more pastors who will support a conservative agenda,
inevitably moving Southern Baptist churches in a more

- conservative direction. With the continued expansion of|

graduate religious studies and the increasing religious
focus in the undergraduate programs of many Baptist
colleges, the educational options for young Baptist min-

isters will significantly impact that assumption.

B That as long as the SBC continues to élect leaders
who.-will .carry forward. “the cause,” the Southern Bap-
tist Convention will continue on its present course. South-

- ern Baptist leadership, in the past five years, has led in

significant changes in our convention structures and per-

sonnel, resulting in great pain for many people. The

“chain of pain” may ultimately be a movement’s undo-
ing.

Even good leaders will make an occasional mistake.
But good leaders will not continue making the same mis-
takes based on wrong assumptions.

Bill Marshall

‘How will this be since | am a virgin?’

Mary because if Jesus was not born
-of a.virgin, Mary was a harlot.

By James Pierce

But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, you have found favor
with God. You will be with child and
give birth to a son, and you are to give
him the name Jesus. ... “How will this
be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I
am a virgin?” (Luke 1:30-31, 34)

This is a legitimate
enough question for
Mary to ask, wouldn’t
you say? Imagine the
shock for this teen-aged
girl when the angel made
the earthshaking an-
nouncement that she
would give birth to a
child. After all, she was
only engaged to Joseph.
They had not had sexual relations. It
was impossible for her to be pregnant
otherwise, or so she thought.

It wasn’t until the angel explained
the “how” of the situation to her in
verse 35 that she understood: “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you.”

The question with which Mary
struggled nearly 2,000 years ago is

QUESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

one still debated back and forth, even -

among those who profess to know
Christ as personal Savior. “How will
this be since I am a virgin?” And the
answer is so clear; it’s classic: With
God all things are possible!

I am always amused a little bit if
people say, “I have difficulty believ-
ing in the virgin birth.” It is not hard

at all for me to believe
that God could bring a
man into this world with
an earthly mother and a
- heavenly father when he
made the first man with
no father or mother at
all. Just think about it.
We are talking about
God. Paul couldn’t un-
derstand it, but he said to
Timothy, “Great is the
mystery of godliness: God was mani-
festin the flesh ...” (1 Timothy 3:16).
That’s a great mystery. You can’t un-
derstand it, but you can stand on it.

Some might ask, “Well, why make
such a big issue out of it anyway? Is it
really all that important?” Some so-
called theologians say, ‘“No, it’s not
at all important.” But if the virgin birth
of Christ is not important, then you
have difficulty with the character of

Second, if there’s no virgin birth
you have difficulty with the word of
God because the word of God says he
was born of a virgin.

Third, if there’s no virgin birth you

have difficulty with the character of
Jesus himself. Jesus would then sim-

ply be a son of Adam and an illegiti- |

mate son of Mary.

Don’t think you can take the vir-
gin birth out of the Bible and still have
the truth of Christianity. No, what we
have here is a mystery; the mystery of
the incarnation. He was born of a vir-
gin that you might be born again. He
came to earth that you might go to
heaven. He became the Son of Man
that you might become the son of
God.

If there’s no virgin birth, there’s no
deity of Christ. If there’s no deity of
Christ, there’s no sinlessness of Christ.
If there is no sinlessness of Christ,
there is no atonement. You are still in
your sins. You are going to die and

God for the virgin
birth of Jesus Christ.

pastor of Porter Memo-
rial Baptist Church in
Lexington
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go to hell. So thank ;

James Pierce is senior



“‘Brand loyalty’ a low priority when people pick a church

Continued from page 1

Barna Research Group asked
American adults to rank 22 factors
people sometimes say they use to
choose a church.

Three factors easily outpaced all
others, researchers found.

First was the theological belief and
doctrine of the church, which was cit-
ed as extremely important by 58 per-
cent of respondents.

Second was “how much the peo-
ple seem to care about each other,”
called extremely important by 53 per-
cent.

Third was sermon quality, ranked
extremely important by 52 percent.

Three other variables round out the
top tier of considerations—the
church’s friendliness to visitors
(ranked extremely important by 45
percent of respondents), the quality of
programs and classes for children (45
percent) and the church’s involvement
in helping the poor and disadvantaged
(43 percent). -

Only three factors hold the middle
ground for decision-making, Barna
said. They were the church’s denom-
ination, (ranked extremely important
by 36 percent of respondents), the lik-
ability of the pastor (35 percent) and
the quality of adult Sunday school
classes (26 percent).

Thirteen factors provide much less
impact on which churches people de-
cide to attend. In fact, none of these
“lower echelon” factors was called
extremely important by as many as 20
percent of the adults surveyed.

They are convenience of times of

The Ken and Beth model

Have you considered how im-
portant our Christian education in-
stitutions are to the cause of inter-
national missions? With the Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering upon us,
it’s a propitious time to consider this
question.

I believe the synergism of the
Christian education focus of Camp-
bellsville, Cumberland and George-
town and the Christian
missions focus of the In-

ternational Mission BAPTIST

Board produces an effect FOUNDATION
on our state and world of

which each of the fouror- [T s ]

KENTUCKY

was called to missions while at Ce-
darcrest Camp through the leader-
ship of Kentucky Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union. She later served as
a BSU summer missionary. Ken
was called into the pastoral minis-
try while a student at Georgetown
where he and Beth met. From 1983
until recently they served as mis-
sionaries in Africa. Today they are
missionaries in residence
at Georgetown helping to
perpetuate this magnifi-
cent cycle of synergism
in other young lives. Beth

ganizations separately is
incapable of producing.
Currently, 30 percent of
the active and inactive
IMB missionaries who
claim Kentucky as their
home state graduated
from Campbellsville,

Barry Allen

is involved in the Partner-
ship 2000 effort, which
has as its focus to provide
students with scholar-
ships, grants and other
forms of financial aid at
our three Baptist colleg-
es

As you pray this year

Cumberland or George-
town. While the IMB did not have
this statistic, Mark Snowden, our
Kentucky colleague in the gospel at
the IMB, agreed the percentage of
Kentucky missionaries who gradu-
ated from a Baptist college is even
higher when we factor in those who
attended a Baptist college in anoth-
er state.

Ken and Beth Perkins epitomize
for me that special synergy between
our Christian education institutions
and the IMB. Both were reared in
Kentucky Baptist churches. Beth

: about your gifts through
the Lottie Moon Offering for Inter-
national Missions and Partnership
2000 for Christian higher educa-
tion, consider what a difference
your generosity can make in facili-
tating the communication of the
wonder-working power of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ to the people of
a world beyond what you can see
or where you can go.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701

weekend services (considered ex-
tremely important by 18 percent),
types of ministries and other programs
a church has in addition to its week-
end services (16 percent), type of
music in the weekend services (16
percent), quality of music in worship
services (15 percent), how far the
church is located from the respon-
dents’ home (14 percent), amount of
music included in the service (14 per-
cent), comfort of the auditorium (14
percent), length of sermons (13 per-
cent), emphasis on fund raising and
money (13 percent), availability of
midweek small groups or home

- groups (12 percent), number of friends

the person has who attend that church
(12 percent), availability of parking
space (11 percent) and demographics
of people who attend (8 percent).

Baptists surveyed assigned “rela-
tively greater importance” than other
participants to six factors, Barna said.

Baptists’ key variables are how
much people care about each other,
friendliness to visitors, involvement in
helping the disadvantaged, quality of
sermons, quality of adult Sunday
school and quality of children’s pro-
grams, he reported.

Non-Baptist evangelicals mirrored
that list, with two exceptions, he said.
The evangelicals placed a higher pri-

ority on theological beliefs and doc-
trines, and they did not equally em-
phasize children’s programs.

Catholics showed less concern
than Protestants about theology and
doctrine, care for each other, friendli-
ness to visitors, quality of sermons and
quality of adult Bible study, the sur-
vey showed. Catholics exhibited high-
er concern than Protestants about
length of sermons, convenience of
service times and denominational af-
filiation of their church.

The distinctions can be misleading,
Barna cautioned. “The most funda-
mental differences are those between
Protestants and Catholics regarding
doctrine and practice,” he said.

“Apart from that, ... the big story
is that people are people,” he said.
“They want substance from their
church, they want to make a. differ-
ence in the world through their church,
and they need to feel connected to
God and to other God-loving people
as a result of their church experience.

“If those factors are in place, peo-
ple will put up with a lot just so they
can have these primary spiritual needs
met,” he said. “If a church does not
satisfy these particular needs, people
will feel spiritually unfulfilled and
restless and probably search else-
where for a church home.”

@ Depression
¢ Anxiety

4 High Stress
# Hopelessness
€ Anorexia

Tell Us Where It Hurts

¢ Bulimia
¢ Drug & Alcohol

@ Thoughts of Suicide

Some problems are too big to handle alone ..
problems that leave God’s people in pain, feeling
helpless and hopeless. It doesn’t have to be this way.
Rapha’s Christ-centered professional counseling can
help Christians struggling with emotional and
substance-abuse problems turn life’s most difficult
situations into opportunities for personal growth,
restoring God’s peace and joy in their lives. Help is a
phone call away 24 hours a day.

1-800-383-HOPE

Located in Caritas Peace Hospital

Rapha

Where the healing begins

Addictions
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Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting
April 16-17, 1999 It takes teamwork

By Brenda Price

Theme: Missions: From the Heart, To the World It is said that time flies

when you are having fun. These
past 13 months as” interim

SCSSions at 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m. an.d 7 p.m. Priday _executive director-treasurer of
* Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
. 8:50 a.m.-noon Saturday Union have gone by quickly.

One thing is certain, this has been

Severns Valley Bapﬁst Church a time of revelation.

I have come

401 West POplﬂI‘ to a new ap-

preciation for

Elizabethtown the meaning

ok Sle ° of the word
Missionaries: ’ “team”. For
instance, re--
cently in the
absence of a .
st sotten e ] <—-datasspecialist - SIENEE
& | oriSimioone o) vonithe WMU . - Brenda Price s

' Larry and Sharon Pumpelly . §

» . ; staff, we were Interim

. Eastern Africa Cleveland, Ohio presented with raians

v the task of Director
retrieving,

revising, and printing a particular
document in the computer. After
a combined effort of five staff
members, we proudly were able

to accomplish the task. Teamwork

Kentucky State Acteens Conference Eives You 5 good feling o

! accomplishment as each person

. Aprll 9-1 0, 1998 : contributes his or her part. It gives

. : i you a feeling of being an important

Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville part of the whole. I am grateful for

the team spirit and commitment of

the Kentucky. WMU staff: Anna

g - G : Mary Byrdwell, Denise Jones,

. (.;ather with more than 1,000 girls Aﬂel.‘lq speC}al interest sessions anq Ditiialbve: Dotis RiGAIE Denise
like yourself from Kentuckyl participate in off-site ministry projectsl Gardner and Kim Davis.

We are saddened to bid farewell

to Julie Keith, who has served as

Acteens and Campus Women on

o Take p art in t Mission Associate for five years.

% Julie’s energetic and creative
music and dramal leadership has been a tremendous
asset to Kentucky WMU. Kym
Mitchell of Shelbyville and Brina
‘Stephens of Louisville will serve
‘ as contract workers in the area of
; Acteens and Project HELP until

. 2 e a successor is named by our WMU
Vi 7 I'\t M? the Executive Board. Kym and Brina
| have strong backgrounds in

missions and we welcome them to

« Meet exciting missionaries and hear their stories]  And much, MUCH MORE | %St

3 The team involvement of
Featured Speakers - Ken & Beth Perkins Kentucky WMU is broader than the

: relationship of our staff and the
day-to-day tasks of Kentucky
WMU. We are grateful for the
opportunity to serve churches and
associations across our state.

PI'OJeCt HELP: Cultural Diversity Update Together, with the Kentucky

Baptist Convention and its

* Be challenged to
allow God to use
youl

Eight associations sent in reports of their involvement in Project HELP: Cultural Diversity. affiliated institutions and agencies,
Ten churches respresenting five associations sent in reports. Many of the reports indicated that our efforts are multiplied as we
churches engaged in the church prayer project and observed a day of reconciliation. Many of the work cooperatively to fulfill our
churches reported working with a local migrant ministry and participating in worship services with God-given responsibility.

local African-American churches. If you have not mailed in your report, please do so.




International Missions.
Needs have never been

A quarterly publication of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary Union

The 1998 Women on Mission/Adults on Mission retreats

please note that the retreats at Jonathan Creek will be

Information for were a tremendous success. Thank you so much for your

AWMU Q support of these important programs. I hope you will
xs begin to plan now to attend a retreat in 1999.
directors § ;: /i For those of you who live in Western Kentucky,
Give held on two separate weekends. The 1999 dates are:

Lottie your OMEI Cedarmore: Oct. 1-2; Oct. 8-9.

best! Your AL Jonathan Creek: Sept. 24-25; Oct. 29-30

best effort, ON MISSION There’s a new Women on Mission Option!

that is. Go TIME (Totally Internet Missions Experience) is the new Internet Op-

all out to tion. To use this new option, go to the new Women on Mission web

reach your goal site, <www.womenonmission.com> or access the Women on Mission

for the Lottie Moon pages through WMU’s site, <www.wmu.com>. Based on the World

Christmas Offering for

Issues article each month, TIME takes you over the Internet as you learn
more about that- month’s topic.
--Denise Jones

Ideas for Mission Friends
Leaders :

Do people in
your church
know about
Mission
Friends?

Focus on
WMU, February
14-20, will be an op-
portunity for teachers to help the
church recognize Mission Friends as a
part of WMU. Plan with the church
WMU director for Focus on WMU.
Ideas for this emphasis are in the win-

greater.

Your planning has to
go forward, beyond
Christmas, as you watch
for the sample package of
materials for the Season
of North American Mis-
sions and Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering
emphasis. You will re-
ceive the package soon
after Christmas.

See your 1998-99
WMU Year Book and
your winter Dimension
magazine for help in plan-
ning Focus on WMU for
early February.

M U Boys and girls in Children in Ac-

Theological Seminary, Louisville

7-14  Season of Prayer for North American Missions
and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering
15 Women’s Lifestyle Conference,
10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Lexington
Women’s Lifestyle Conference,
7:00 p.m. Louisville
16 Women’s Lifestyle Conference,
10:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Bowling Green
April
9-10 Kentucky State Acteens Conference,
Westport Road Baptist Church, Louisville
16-17 Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting, Severns
Valley Baptist Church, Elizabethtown
16 Missionary/Missionary Parents Luncheon
DOMS & Spouse;
Associational WMU Directors Luncheon
Acteens and Youth on Mission Dinner
Baptist Nursing Fellowship Dinner
17 GA and Children in Action Missions Event
23-24 KBC SALT, Jonathan Creek Baptist Assembly
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ter issue (December-January-February)
of Start and the 1998-99 WMU Year
Book, pages 27-28.

Don’t forget the North American
Mission Study this quarter! The mis-
sion unit features Missionary Don Mc-
Murry in Dayton, Ohio. The unit of
study for all ages of preschoolers is
available as an insert in the winter is-
sue of Start. It is designed to take place
during the churchwide study. If your
church does not have a churchwide
study, use the study material during
any regular Mission Friends class.
--Brenda Price

Congratulations to
Andrea Honeycutt,

is held each year in conjunction with

;
i
. . i l
gml:mp“aqtenml te Ke';' tion are invited to join GAs in the WMU Annual Meeting. Aﬁ:f,’,’,sff"c"ﬁuﬁc'ff i
;[c { in Eli “g":;l attending the GA and Chil- \U\ ¥ There will be missionaries to Somerset, on re- |
p e n;g ‘f; ; 6‘Z137 eH- | | dren in Action Missions 3 {f " meet, singing and lots of oth- | ceiving the Ken-
.O;V“’ g" g otel | Eventon Saturday, April 17 = ~¢-a%° < erfun. The costis $1.00 per tucky State Cita- \
e On;‘ao OX,[’.S e ;,s 'S" | from 9:00 a.m. to noon at -~ \_@ = person attending. Look for tion! This is the
s R e Severns Valley Baptist more information in the highest level of
geeet Church in Elizabethtown. The event next On Mission Together. | StudiAct. |
--Anna Mary Byrdwell --Brenda Price ‘ I
l Calend WMU announces 1998-99 Y, B
' ~ Kentucky Acteens Advisory Panel
December 1998-99 Kentucky Acteens Advisory Panel ~y ) ¢
11/29- Season of Prayer for International Missions 3 : Missy Mahuri
) I s y Mahurin
12/6  and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering gglz::;;t lll-llialin]]Sea);)tist Church, Westport Road Baptist Church
February Stanford, Grade 12 Louisville, Grade 12
Chatity Gard Jennifer Royalty
14-20 Focuson WMU Fir:trlByapt?;t éil;lrch First Baptist Church
21-24 North American Mission Study Shelbyville, Grade 12 - Lawrenceburg, Grade 11
March Holly Jeffries Leigh Ann Summers
¢ . : Bellview Baptist Church
5-6  Creative Ministries Festival, Southern Baptist Calvary Hill Baptist Church p:d:clgh“i G?EJ; 12 i

Stanford, Grade 11

\% //)‘ Thank you, Kentucky Baptists,
for allowing me to serve as the Ken-
tucky WMU Associate for Acteens/
Campus Women on Mission these
last five years. As I announced my
resignation to the Ken-
tucky WMU Executive
Board, I was reminded
that my ministry with
Acteens, Acteens advi-
sors, youth ministers,
student leaders and
many other individuals *
in the state has been an

enriching and rewarding

experience. My life has changed
drastically in the last three months
with the arrival of Chandler Dalton
Keith. With this new blessing has

= =
- t— 4

You and your youth are in-
vited to a Youth on Mission/
Acteens dinner at the WMU
Annual Meeting. The dinner
will be on Friday, April 16,
1999 at Severns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown.

The dinner will be at 5:00
p.m.

Py
Dale, Julie and Chandler Keith

Farewell to Kentucky Baptists from Julie Keith

come a new lifestyle as a stay-at-
home mom. Another change that
will be occurring soon for my
family is moving back to North
Carolina so we can be close to our
families. I will miss
all of the special
people I have met
and worked with in
Kentucky. It has
been a privilege to
serve on the Ken-
tucky WMU staff
and my experience
will be remembered
fondly. May God continue to bless
the ministry of Kentucky Woman’s
Missionary Union and each of you.




Kentucky WMU

We are on mission together

By Peggy Hicks

Dear Co-laborer,

The Executive Board of Kentucky WMU is made up of 24 women,
three from each of the eight areas of the state and three officers. These
you elected and put in place at our annual meeting in April and they
have represented you well. This structure gives us representation on
the board for promotion of missions education and mission involve-
ment and carrying on the business of our organization. The re-presen-
tatives from your part of the state attended the fall board meeting and
worked really hard and faithfully to accomplish what is
needed in planning and promotion. The business session
at our annual meeting is a very important part of your
participation, and your continued prayers for those you
elect sustains us. We are on mission together. Make your
plans now to be at annual meeting in April. We need
you! The plans for the meeting are coming together well.
The speakers are outstanding, the musicians exceptional
and the inspiration will richly bless you. Make every ef-
fort to be there. You will have a great time.

Brenda Price has given strong leadership as interim
executive director. The staff’s planning and projections
for training leaders has been approached creatively and
there is great anticipation for the training conference for
association and church leaders in 1999. We will miss the
contribution that Julie Keith always has given to training and leader-
ship with Acteens and Campus Women on Mission. Julie resigned as
WMU Associate/Acteens and Campus Women on Mission because
she and her family are moving back to North Carolina. Her husband,
Dale, has a new job and they will live closer to family there. Their
son, Chandler, is a beautiful baby and is growing so fast. Being a
grandmother, I know how they anticipate the family being closer to
home. Julie will be greatly missed. She has given strong, enthusiastic,
creative leadership. Pray for them in this change and for us as we seek
a replacement.

The search committee for an executive director-treasurer is still in
process. Continue your prayers for God’s person for this position. This
is not an easy job, especially since there are other states without exec-
utive directors. ‘

I pray God will empower you to become involved to pray, to give
and to go. There is a real urgency to reach our lost world. We need
people who can pray for our missionaries to minister in the special
energizing power of the Holy Spirit. This calls for real commitment!

Peggy Hicks

President

Kentucky WMU 1999 camp
“My Life and Example”

Looking for opportunities fo serve Jesus?

" Do you love children and youth?

Be a camp staffer!

Call (888)-254-5726 for GA/
Acteens camp staff information and
applications.

Here’s what the 1998 staff had
to say about serving God at camp:

“God gave us and the campers
an awesome summer. I would love
to serve him again at Cedar Crest if
that is in his plans.”

“Be flexible and dedicated. If
you don’t like kids, this isn’t the
job for you.”

“I love being part of the work
God does in the campers’ lives....”

“Be prepared to be flexible, to
do hard work, be humbled and to
hear from God if you chose to do
s0.”

IT’S NEW AND IT’S COM-
ING TO KENTUCKY WMU
CAMPS THIS SUMMER!!

Culture Camp: Hear the
sounds, see the sights, taste the
treats from another part of the
world! Which country will you ex-
perience? Come to GA/Acteens
camp and find out. '

YOU CAN’T FIT A WHOLE
WEEK OF CAMP INTO YOUR
SCHEDULE? Try these options:

Senior High Acteens Over-
night at Jonathan Creek : Swim-
ming, missionaries, girl talk and
campfire worship—a week of fun
and inspiration crammed into one
night!

GA Mini-camp and Acteens
Mini-camp at Cedar Crest: Two
separate programs full of the same
great adventures, friendships, cre-
ative worship and missions chal-
lenges as our week-long program,
just a little shorter.

We’re making plans to open up
one of the mother/daughter week-
ends to the deaf community. More
details later.

Not afraid of hard work?

Jonathan Creek

Volunteer and paid positions are
available for the one week of GA
and Acteens camp. You must at-
tend the training weekend to be on
staff. Great mission project for
Women on Mission groups - be a
volunteer counselor team!

Paid staff positions are available
for the six weeks of camp. We
need summer camp counselors, as-
sistant camp counselors, a life-
guard, a kitchen coordinator and
people to lead recreation, crafts,
worship, canteen, hiking and tent
camping. :

Both camps need volunteer
nurses.

Cedar Crest Unit Leader and
Specialist positions application
deadline is January 15th, 1999.

Deadline for all other paid staff
positions, including Jonathan Creek
paid staff is February 15th. Appli-
cation deadline for Jonathan Creek
volunteer counselors is April 19th.

New Camp Video

SO YOU WANT TO
COME TO CAMP...

"Our new camp post-
er and registration form
will be available at the
end of January. It will
look different! Regis-
tration information and
the registration form
will be on the back of
the poster. Just put the
registration form from
the back of the poster
on the copier and you’ll
be set. Everything you
need will be on the -
poster. So don’t look
for a gadzillion pieces
of paper for camp, look
for the poster!

Lives are trans-
formed at camp. Help a
child have the opportu-
nity of a life-time. Help
send a child to camp.

Here are a few sug-
gestions:

e Offer to provide
the transportation to
and from camp.

e Include camp in
your church’s annual
budget.

e Enlist Sunday
school classes and
Women on Mission
Groups to adopt camp-
ers.

e Do your spring
cleaning early—have a
yard sale and donate
the proceeds for a
camper’s registration
fee.

e Take up a free-will
offering for camp.

e Pray for God to
touch the lives of those
who attend camp in
1999.

- The new Kentucky WMU Camp Promotional Video
will be available at the first of the year. The video has
three parts: A segment promoting GA and Acteens

| . week-long camp and our mother/daughter camps, a 40-

second commercial which can be shown during church
service announcements and a segment about serving on
camp staff. Copies will be sent to each director of mis-
sions, and associational GA and Acteens consultants. -
You may borrow a video from those associational lead-

s, the state WMU office or the Kentucky Baptist Con-
* vention video library. SR
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Scholarship
Application
Deadline:
February 1,
1999

The time has come
for scholarship applica-
tions to be completed
and mailed to the Ken-
tucky WMU Office.

Invite a-student to
apply if:

B Sheisa hlgh
school senior, member
of Acteens who has
completed a level in
Studiact or Mission-
sQuest; been an Act-
eens Activator or Act-

.eens Intern, . ..

M Sheis preparmg
for'a church related vo-
cation and will be in
college or seminary.

0 She or he is from
Kentucky, preparing
for a missions, social
work or WMU career
and will be at least a
second-year student at
Southern Seminary.

Call (888)-254-
5726), FAX (502)-244-
6486 or e-mail:

Anna_Mary_Byrdwell
@kybaptist.org

to receive an applica-
tion form and other in-
formation. Don’t miss
the deadline!

Microtel
1221 Kentucky Mills Lane
Louisville, KY 40299
(502) 266-6590
1-888-333-8188
$55.95 + tax double

" $40.95 + tax single
use “Acteens”

Holiday Inn Hurstbourne
1325 Hurstbourne Lane
Louisville, KY 40222
(502) 426-2600

$79.00 + tax flat rate

Louisville Mariott East
1903 Embassy Square Blvd
Louisville, KY

(502) 499-6220

$85.00 + tax

I State Acteens Conference Registration Form

I Registration begins at 4:00 p.m. (E.S.T) Friday, April 9; the first session w111 begm at 7:00 p.m. (E S.T.). The
| conference concludes at 4:30 p.m. (E.S.T.) on Saturday, April 10.

I A confirmation letter and map will be sent once your registration is received.
| An offering will be taken. Off-site ministry projects will also be offered for interested participants.

I
| Kentucky State Acteens Conference Registration Form
| Church:

I Association

I Advisor

I Complete Address

I Daytime Phone Number

| Number Attendin g

| Total number of Acteens and Advisors (One chaperone per seven Acteens).

| __ (Number Attending) X $14.00 = Total Enclosed: $

I ($14 conference fee covers registration, one T-shirt, and other gifts. Make checks payable to Kentucky
WMU)

| STUDIACT/MISSIONS QUEST

| During the opening session on Friday evening Acteens who have completed a level of StudiAct or
MissionsQuest this past year will be recognized. They will be asked to wear regalia, line up and walk with
others who have completed the same level and sit together during the evening session. Please mark how
many will be recognized in each level/quest.

Queen: Quest for Confidence:

Queen with Scepter: Quest for Courage:

Quest for Creativity:

Queen Regent in Service: Quest for Character:

Service Aide: Quest for Excellence:

Kentucky Citation:

Quest for Vision:

Mail form with payment to: State Acteens Conference, Kentucky WMU, P.O. Box 436569, Louisville, KY

I
|
|
|
I Queen Regent:
|
|
I
I
I
| 40253-6569. Questions? Call (502) 244-6485 or 1-888-254-5726.
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Motels for State Acteens Conference

Travelodge, Hurstbourne
9340 Blairwood Road
Louisville, KY 40222
(502) 425-8010

$45.00 + tax

cut-off date March 26, 1998

Comfort Suites Hotel
1850 Resource Way
Louisville, KY 40299
(502) 266-6509

Atlanta, Georgia
June 13-14, 1999

Hotels for WMU'
annual meeting
EXIT 94 ‘

Comfort Inn Atrium
Gardens

1043 Executive Dr.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
(502) 769-3030

$59.95 + tax

use code KWMUI

Days Inn

2010 North Mulberry St.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
502-769-5522

$41.65 + tax

Hampton Inn

1035 Executive Dr. :
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
502-765-6663

$59.00 + tax

Holiday Inn

1058 N. Mulberry St.
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
502-769-2344

$63.00 + tax

Super 8 Motel

2028 N. Mulberry
Elizabethtown, KY 42701
502-737-1088

$52.88 + tax

EXIT 91

Best Western Cardinal Inn
642 Dixie Ave.
Elizabethtown

(502) 765-6139

$39.95 + tax



Y2K predictions range from frustrations to end times

Continued from page 1
aration and precaution voiced by
many, some groups link the comput-

er problem to end-times prophecies.

“It is too large an issue to ignore
for someone who has very specific
millennial or apocalyptic beliefs,” said
David Kessler, executive administra-
tor of the Center for Millennial Stud-
ies at Boston University. “They can
point to Y2K and say, ‘Look at this
impending, horrible crash. We are
obviously in the end times.””

Evangelist Morris Cerullo has writ-
ten a book called “January 1, 2000 ...
The Day the World Shuts Down?” in
which he links the millennium bug to
prophetic predictions.

“Simply put, the government and
business leaders are terrified that they
will not get the Year 2000 problem
fixed in time and the world will be
thrown into utter chaos ...,” he writes.
“The world may very well be headed
into the worst tribulation it has ever
known.”

Others are taking an opposite tack.

The Assemblies of God, a Pente-
costal denomination based in Spring-
field, Mo., issued a statement in Oc-
tober encouraging the denomination’s
churches to bring their computers into
compliance but strongly condemning
“alarmist tactics.”

“We encourage our people to not
engage in activities such as hoarding
food, withdrawing money from
banks, believing doomsday scenarios
or expecting the economic, political
and social collapse of western civili-
zation when the clock strikes Jan. 1,

2000,” the statement reads.

Religious broadcasters Pat Robert-
son and Jerry Falwell said they have
worked to educate their audiences in
ways they hope will not induce panic.

“This is not the end of the world,”
Robertson told reporters prior to a
three-day “Preparing for Y2K” con-
ference held by his Virginia Beach,
Va., ministry. “But it will be a serious
dislocation ... I believe that an intelli-
gent low-key warning is not going to
panic people. I think it will lead to in-
telligent action.”

Robertson’s Christian Broadcast-
ing Network,
which also has &7
aired a two-
part special on
Y2K, has re-
ceived re-
quests from :
more than 120,000 people for free
materials on Y2K. More than 1,250
copies of Falwell’s three-part sermon
on the topic have sold at $28 each.

“I would say the response of the
Y2K message exceeds any response
we remember in recent years,” said
Falwell in an interview. “I think we
do have a major problem coming, but

I think it’s wrong to be too strident .

about that because it can become a
self-fulfilling prophecy.”

For Feldhahn and others involved
in the preparations for Y2K—wheth-
er it turns out to be a crisis or not—
the foundation of their work is bibli-
cal. .

“Why is this a Christian issue?” she
asked. “Because this is a situation that

o Tij\ —
sl

has a potential—not a certainty—to
seriously impact people’s lives. As
such, it’s something we are command-

ed in the Scriptures, to love our neigh-
- bors as ourselves, and this is an op-
portunity to do that.”

Hope
By Jessica Faught

“Beginnings are scary and end-
ings are usually sad, but it’s the
middle that counts the most.”

I like this quote from the mov-
ie “Hope Floats” because there is
never a time when we aren’t be-
ginning, ending, or experiencing
a “life adventure.”

When I started col-
lege, I began the scary
process of figuring out
where I fit in, what I

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE .

tion, “we have fixed our hope on
the living God, who is the Savior
of all men” (1 Timothy 4:10).

The middle is the most impor-
tant part in our lives. For me, this
means developing and enjoying
relationships, dreaming of my fu-
ture, and learning all I can. It is a
time to pursue Christ and grow,
like Jesus, “in wisdom and in stat-
_ure, and in favor with
God and man” (Luke
2:52). ‘

As Christians, our

believe and why I be-
lieve it.

Soon I will be facing
graduation and a life
completely on my own.
I’m frightened, excited,
anxious and reluctant all
at once.

hope is the trustful ex-
pectation that the Holy
Spirit will enable us to
live in the present with
complete confidence
and look to the future
with courage.

Mary and Joseph
probably experienced these same
feelings when they learned they
were to be the parents of the Mes-
siah!

This period of my life is also
full of endings and yes, they are
often sad. Moves, failed friend-
ships and broken relationships re-
mind me that endings bring bitter
tears and unfulfilled dreams.

I cannot imagine the pain of
Jesus’ family during the time of
his crucifixion. However, God did
not choose to leave us with a sad
ending to the story of his Son’s

" life. Because of Jesus’ resurrec-

Jessica Faught is a junior with a
major in communication arts and a
minor in English. Currently she serves
as worship chairperson for the Baptist
Student Union at Cumberland College.

Her parents are both professors at
Cumberland College. Her father, Ken-
neth Faught, is associate professor of
religion and served again this year as
editor of our Advent Devotional Book.
Her mother, Jolly Faught, serves as
assistant professor of English.

Don't forget the kids!

Make Christmas happy for a child in care of
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children.

e collect
Christmas
stockings and
stuffers

e contribute
tickets to
holiday events
in your area

* donate $100
to purchase
gifts for one

child

e encourage your church to sponsor an entire shelter,
cottage or family
* bring a Christmas party to a campus or program

Blessings abound! Find out more:

1-800-456-1386

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children ﬂ"
KBHC

Internet - http://www.iglou.com/kbhc/

Y2K response
varies

WASHINGTON
(RNS)—Here is a
sampling of responses
ta the Y2K bug:

1 The Annuity Board
of the Southern Baptist
Convention, which
distributes 28,000
retirement checks a
month and handles
assets of close to $7
billion, does not -
anticipate having any
problem getting benefit
payments delivered on
time, officials said.
Board staff completed an
assessment of computer
systems in the second
quarter of 1998, and
modifications and
testing of software are
supposed to be
completed this fall.

1 InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship, a
college student ministry
based in Madison, Wis.,
postponed its usually
triennial conference from
Dec. 27-31, 1999, to the
same dates a year later.
Ministry officials cited
several reasons,
including “many
unknown variables”
concerning the Y2K
computer glitch and the
decision by the person
coordinating travel to the
event to pull out of her
contract because she
couldn’t assure quality
service. The conference
attracts about 20,000
people.

1 Religious
broadcaster Morris
Cerullo, who links the
Y2K computer issue to
end-times prophecy, has
written that business
and government leaders
are scared they will not
fix the millennium bug
by the year 2000.

1 Bishop Eddie Long,
senior pastor of New
Birth Missionary Baptist
Church in Decatur, Ga.,
gave a brochure,
“Preparing For the Third
Millennium,” to about
12,000 worshippers one
recent Sunday. It
includes precautionary -
information about such
topics as food, shelter,
clothing, transportation
and record keeping.
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Baptisi church among those

-damaged by Indonesian rioters

JAKARTA, Indonesia (BP)—Rioters in Jakarta, Indonesia,
threw stones and damaged the windows of the Baptist church
in Grogol, burned a car belonging to the church and beat up a
church guard Nov. 22.

The riots left 13 churches damaged or burned and at least
six people dead.

Baptist leaders from Indonesia, who sent a report to the
Baptist World Alliance office in Alexandria, Va., described
terrifying encounters with the rioters who twice approached
Calvary Baptist Church in Jakarta and the offices of the Union
of Indonesian Baptist Churches.

According to reports, the mob approached the church in
downtown Jakarta and said they came to burn it. They told
Baptist leaders that two Muslim leaders had died that day and
they were there to avenge the deaths. Earlier that afternoon,
they had damaged a Pentecostal church nearby and burned
two church cars. '

Guards, people who live in the area and other church
leaders who were guarding the building persuaded them to
leave. When they returned later that evening, military
personnel, who by this time were guarding the church and
nearby union offices, dispersed the crowd.

“Please pray for us,” one Indonesian Baptist leader said in
the report. “We do not know what will happen to our country.”

According to another source, the rioting is not being done
by students but by “the average person in the street,” who has
been hit the hardest by the downturn in Indonesia’s economy.

Christian cult members show up in Jerusalem

JERUSALEM (RNS)—Atleast 10
members of a Denver-area doomsday
cult have surfaced in Israel, where au-
thorities are concerned they and other
Christian extremists might try to com-
mit suicide as the millennium ap-
proaches.

More than 70 members of the Con-
cerned Christians cult led by Monte
Kim Miller sold their belongings and
left the Denver area in October. Re-
ports at that time said the cultists prob-
ably were headed for Israel. Miller has

Many businesses are run by Christians—usually wealthier
ethnic Chinese—sparking a backlash by the mostly Muslim

Indonesians.

“Tragic and false rumors have caused hysterical reactions
among uninformed youth,” said Denton Lotz, BWA general .
secretary. “Let us pray for our Baptist brothers and sisters who

in patience and love seek full religious freedom.”

said he will die in Jerusalem in De-
cember 1999 and be resurrected three
days later.

Israeli police confirmed at least 10
members of the group were now in
Israel and were being watched close-
ly, Associated Press reported. Police
in Jerusalem said the cultists posed no
danger to themselves or others.

Israeli officials have established a
special task force to prepare for groups
such as Concerned Christians who are
expected to flock to Jerusalem as the

WORLD VIEW

millennium approaches. Some Chris-
tians reportedly have rented housing
in Arab neighborhoods on the Mount
of Olives, which overlooks the Tem-
ple Mount within the walled Old City,
in expectation that Jesus will returnto
earth on or around the millennium.

Officials are concerned some of the
groups also might seek to destroy the
Muslim mosques currently on the
Temple Mount, site of the ancient
Jewish temples, out of a belief that to
do so will hasten Jesus’ return.

A little hoy’s love

By Ken Martin
Farm Manager

Perhaps the greatest blessing of working on the
farm at Oneida Baptist Institute is watching teen-
agers grow under our watchcare. Sometimes
progress is remarkably fast and our role is simply
to help a child identify his gifts and show him
how to set positive goals. These students might
make tremendous progress in their grades and
behavior as their self-esteem grows.
Usually however, progress is not so fast.
Some students come to us with ex-
tremely poor social skills, terrible
grades, poor work habits and low self-
esteem. For these students, patience, love and
empathy are our tools.

“John” (not his real name) first came to work
on the farm last spring. Academically, he was
reading at about the fourth grade level. John was
constantly in a conflict with other students. In ad-

dition, he was not a good worker and was some- °

times reprimanded for not showing up for work
or not doing what he was told. John’s way of han-
dling his problems was to just quit and leave the
farm, but he would always return and ask for his
job back. I allowed John to return several times
because I felt he would not be successful at Onei-
da anywhere other than the farm. I was convinced
that he wanted to do better, but just did not know
how.

Before John returned this fall, he called me to
ask if he could work on the farm again. It was a
blessing to see John make improvements in his
social skills and work habits. Although he was
far from perfect, I actually got to the point that I
looked forward to seeing him come to the farm
each afternoon.

This fall, as we were developing the first pro-

THIS IS
ONEIDA

gram of activities for our new Future Farmers of
America chapter, we included the annual tour of
the farm by the local Head Start program as a com-
munity service project. I was absolutely shocked
when 6-foot, 200-pound John came to me and
asked to be a tour guide for the four- and five-
year-olds. He said, “Mr. Martin, I can’t do a lot of
things, but I can do this. I can take these kids
around the farm.”

The 80 or so Head Start children were divided
into groups with an Oneida student
leading each group. In John’s group
was a little boy named “Ryan” who
couldn’t walk and had leg braces.

I watched as John carried Ryan to
see the bottle-fed Holstein calves that our students
care for daily. John took him to the farrowing
house to watch the sows take care of their baby
pigs, then outside to look at our rabbits. As the
children walked to the cow barn to see our finish-
ing steers, Ryan got to go also, thanks to John.

My wife, Nancy, was taking pictures of the
Head Start children and our students. She had one
picture left as the group was walking to the buses
to leave. Nancy overheard Ryan ask John, “Do
you love me?” She took her last picture, and as
the camera flashed, Ryan gave John a big kiss on
the cheek. I believe Ryan will always remember
his trip to the farm and the big boy who carried
him.

John accepted Jesus as his Savior at Oneida.
Although he never will be perfect, I am sure he is
growing as a young Christian. What greater suc-
cess could we hope for than to see a young man
gain God’s love and that of a little boy while un-
der our watchcare?

Contact Oneida Baptist Institute at P.O. Box 67,
Oneida, Ky. 40972. www .oneidaschool.org

Senior student Gary had good
parents who took him to church
as a child, and at age 10 he made
a profession of faith and joined
Central Baptist Church in Paris.

But in the seventh grade, older
friends down the street introduced
him to drugs. “Partying around, I
sklpped 137 days of the 11th
grade,” Gary recalled.

Atage 17, he moved
out on his own. “I got
high once and staycd
that way for 15 years,’
Gary said. “Once 1
shaved my head to see
if 666 was on it. I
thought there couldn’t
be any good in me.”

With the help of a
“money man,” he be-
came a supplier of
speed, cocaine and oth-
er pills.

At age 21, his pock-

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

The influence of a wife and a graduate

With her life in danger, Kay still
prayed I wouldn’t make the deal
because she knew I then couldn’t
get out of the drug scene. The deal
fell through, and I returned home
praying for God’s rescue.

“Friends loaned me enough
money to pay off the drug buy-
ers, and I soon forgot my promise
to God.”

But God brought
1970 Clear Creek alum-
nus Drew Martin to be
pastor of Central Bap-
tist. “Brother Drew
loved me the way I
was,” Gary remem-
bered.

“In our living room
at age 25 I surrendered
to Christ and immedi-
ately quit all the drugs.”

Gary gave his all to
serve Christ as a youth
worker, Sunday school

ets bulged with money,
and he felt powerful enough to do
anything.

“I worked hard, paid my bills
and appeared to be a clean-cut
business man,” Gary stated, “un-
til a day I sold some drugs that
went bad. The life of my son and
wife were threatened, and I went
to Chicago to try to cut a deal with
those higher up in the organiza-
tion.

“My mother had led my wife,

Kay, to Christ the year before.

teacher, bus driver, dea-
con and trustee.

In 1992 he surrendered to
preach and came to Clear Creek.

He completes the course this
month and on Dec. 13 will move
to Dunnellon, Fla., to be pastor of
First Baptist Church of Citrus
Springs. It is a new work of 70
members eager to reach a grow-
ing community.
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pme-
ville, Ky. 40977
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$5 million invested in academic studies of forgiveness

By Holly Lebowiiz
Religion News Service

RADNOR, Pa. (RNS)—Forgive-
ness. It is both a central concept in
many religions, especially Christiani-
ty, and one of the most difficult hu-
man acts to carry out sincerely.

But even as the word seems to at-
tach itself to every major event—from
the sex scandal of President Clinton
to building a new society in post-
apartheid South Africa and moving
beyond a ceasefire in Northern Ire-
land—the dynamics of forgiveness
remain oft-debated but often little un-
derstood.

There are growing signs, howev-
er, that the fledgling field of forgive-
ness studies is beginning to gain a
foothold in academia—and not just in
the nation’s divinity schools and sem-
inaries. ;

To further strengthen this foothold,
the John Templeton Foundation has
launched a comprehensive effort to

fund studies on how people forgive
each other, and what the world’s reli-
gions have to say about why we
should.

The foundation, a Pennsylvania-
based philanthropic and research in-
stitute, has given $5 million in awards
to finance 29 research studies on dif-
ferent aspects of forgiveness. In addi-
tion, the foundation’s publishing
house is about to release a collection
of essays on the subject, “Dimensions
of Forgiveness: Psychological Re-
search and Theological Perspectives.”

And it hopes its projects will make
contributions to academic fields as
disparate as medicine, psychology,
religion and politics.

Following the Foundation’s phi-
losophy that science and religion can
and should be better integrated than
they are right now, the studies encour-
age laboratory scientists to team up
with theologians—a task that won’t
always be easy.

“This program needs brave theo-
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logians,” said Charles Harper, who is
the executive director and senior vice
president of the Templeton Founda-
tion. Such theologians, Harper said,
must be willing to take up issues such
as how forgiveness can help patients
who are recovering from heart at-
tacks—one of the areas of study.

Other research topics include stud-
ies of forgiveness among chimpan-
zees, forgiveness in family relation-
ships, forgiveness and health, the psy-
chological dimensions of forgiveness
and the effectiveness of forgiveness in
volatile political situations, such as
Rwanda and South Africa.

Many scholars of religion applaud
the new effort, particularly in the way
that it brings the resources of religion
to bear on scientific and political is-
sues.

“For Jews or Christians, our under-
standing of God is a God who forgives
for the sake of reconciliation,” said
Gregory Jones, dean of Duke Divini-
ty School and author of “Embodying
Forgiveness.”

“But because this God is also the
creator of the world, it shouldn’t sur-
prise us that people that don’t believe
in that God recognize the importance
of forgiveness to sustaining our com-
munities,” he said.

But not all theologians are con-
vinced forgiveness is a useful model
for genuinely solving some social
problems.

Referring to what he terms “the

“feel-good doctrine of automatic for-

giveness,” Jewish writer and radio talk
show host Dennis Prager recently crit-
icized what he called a disturbing
trend among Americans: They forgive
without first demanding repentance.

“This doctrine undermines the
moral foundations of American civi-
lization because it advances the amor-
al notion that no matter how much you
hurt other people, millions of your fel-
low citizens will immediately forgive
you,” Prager recently wrote in the
Wall Street Journal.

Prager said he believes repentance,

not forgiveness, should be the corner-
stone of conflict resolution because
unearned forgiveness is useless and
insincere.

“It undermines penitence, it under-
mines responsibility, it undermines
contrition, it undermines repayment,”
he told Religion News Service. “Why
do I have to make up to you when I’ve
already been forgiven?”

But the pioneers of the new for-
giveness studies field argue forgive-
ness is not a magic wand that will
make pain disappear and fail to hold
people accountable for their actions.
On the contrary, they argue, forgive-
ness is itself a painful process that is a
starting point for wider healing and
reconciliation.

“Forgiveness can be an enormous-
ly important starting point,” said Jean
Bethke Elshtain, professor of social
and political ethics at the University
of Chicago Divinity School.

Elshtain, who has written on the
international political possibilities for
forgiveness, said that forgiveness
must start with honesty and end with
accountability. “The centerpiece of it
is the requirement of truth,” she said.

She admitted “too many people
have the idea that if I forgive, there’s
no price to be paid.” But genuine for-
giveness, she said, just as it requires
an honest admission of wrong-doing,
also requires accountability if a per-
son breaks the law. “It doesn’t mean
you’re off the hook.”

Forgiveness, however, while not |

guaranteed in any situation, is'a use-
ful model for addressing personal and
political conflicts, according to ex-
perts in the field.

“If human relationships are con-
flictual and they leave behind them a
trail of words, tears and even blood,
the -only way to deal with those

. wounds is-via forgiveness of the past,”

said Croatian-born Miroslav Volf, a
professor of theology at Yale Divini-
ty School whose book “Exclusion and
Embrace” used the Balkan conflict to
study Christian reconciliation.

But the pioneers of
the new
forgiveness :
studies field argue
forgiveness is not
a magic wand that
will make pain
disappear and fail
to hold people
accountable for
their actions. On
the contrary, they
argue, forgiveness
is itself a painful
process that is a
starting point for
wider healing and
reconciliation.

i
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Tanzania, Poland and

. New England:

B Paul and Gail
Hamline, who live in
Mwanga, Tanzania.
Hamline is a church
planter. The Hamlines
are parents of two
children: Michael, 21,
and Amanda, 15.

M Charles and Carolyn
Dixon, who live in
Morogoro, Tanzania.
Dixon is a church
planter. Mrs. Dixon is a
homemaker.

B Gustaw Cieslar,
president of the Baptist
Seminary of Warsaw in
Poland, his wife, Anna,

and their three sons.

M Baptist students who
attend the many colleges
and universities in New
England.

M Neal Davidson,
church development
team leader for the
Baptist Convention of
New England, as he
helps churches disciple
believers.

10

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B Belfry—TFirst Church will present
“The Miracle at Bethlehem Inn” Dec.
4 and 6 at 7 p.m. at the Belfry High
School cafeteria. For more informa-
tion, call (606) 353-4645.

B COLUMBIA—Columbia Church
called Daniel Marcum as minister of
youth/activities. Michael O’Neal is.
pastor.

B CORBIN—Antioch Church or-
dained Bernard Ellison to the gospel
ministry Nov. 8. Earl Caudill is pas-
tor.

@ CRESTWOOD—Phil Potratz re-
signed as education minister at Crest-
wood Church. Potratz was called by
Immanuel Church in Nashville as
minister of education.

B DUNMOR—Scott Hughes, pastor
of Dunmor Church, resigned to accept
a position at Tinytown Church in
Guthrie.

B ELKTON—Elkton Church will
present its hanging of the greens and
“Christmas at Home” Dec. 6, 5 p.m.

Mountains to the Mississippi

B FISHERVILLE—First Church
called Harold Bridwell as minister of
music, Keith Pound as minister of
children/youth and Emily Pound as
assistant minister to children. Orion
Bell is pastor.

Green Hills Church called Scott
Hancock as pastor. Hancock previ-
ously served in Marion, Ill. Valerie
Hancock, his wife, is secretary for the
Kentucky Temperance League.

B HENDERSON—Community
Church will host Mission Recognition
Day Dec. 6. Guest speakers will be
Bob and Pat Bellinger, former mis-
sionaries to Liberia and the Ivory
Coast. A potluck lunch will follow.
For information, call (502) 830-9057.
John Dunaway is pastor.

B HOPKINSVILLE—First Church
will present Greg Buchanan in con-
cert Dec. 3, 7 p.m. For information,
call (502) 886-1216. Jim McKenzie
is pastor.

B LOUISVILLE—Bashford Manor

Church called Eric Garvey as pastor.

Fern Creek Church will present
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”
Dec. 11 and 13, 7:30 p.m. For infor-
mation, call (502) 239-0316. Linda
Barnes is pastor.

David Livingston resigned as pas-
tor at Gethsemane Church to become
a full-time music evangelist. Living-
ston is available for revivals and con-
certs. For information, call (502) 297-
0297. :

Hazelwood Church will host a din-
ner Dec. 6 to honor Ed and Teri
Tarelton, missionaries to Russia. For
information, call (502) 363-2697. Hil-
ton Davis is pastor.

B MANCHESTER—Horse Creek
Church ordained Glenn Roberts to
the gospel ministry Oct. 4. Roberts
serves ‘as associate pastor of educa-
tion. Scottie Sumner is pastor.

B MT. WASHINGTON—First
Church will present MissionFest *98
Dec. 5-6. Guest speakers will be Paul
and Diane Davidson, missionaries to
Nigeria; Claudia Veres of Romania;
and Emily and Keely Brandon, mis-
sionary kids from Burundi. For infor-
mation, call (502) 955-6539. Travis

Collins is pastor.

B OWENSBORO—Walnut Memo-
rial Church will present its hanging of
the greens Dec. 6, 6 p.m.

B ROCKHOLDS—Faber Church
called Mike Keys as pastor. Keys was -
associate pastor at Keck in Knox As-
sociation.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Eastern
Gate Church called Greg Peck as
minister of music. Peck served at Mt.
Elmira Church in Brooks. Jeffrey
Anders is pastor.

B SHEPHERDSVILLE—Little
Flock Church will host a Global Im-
pact Conference Dec. 4-6. Speakers
will include missionary  Elbert
Smith; Al Gilbert, special assistant
to the president of the Southern Bap-
tist International Mission Board; and
Phil Roberts, director of the South-
ern Baptist North American Mission
Board’s interfaith witness department.
For more information, call Van Sand-
ers, (502) 955-8760.

B TAYLORSVILLE—Kings
Church will present a Christmas can-
tata and drama Dec. 5, 7 p.m. and Dec.
6, 3:30 and 7 p.m. For free tickets call
(502) 538-6902.

Evangelist uses weekends to help churches focus on families

‘You do what for a living?’ _

JACKSON, Tenn. (BP)—As
evangelist Jerry Drace traveled the
country in the early 1990s, he asked
pastors, “Who’s hurting the most in
your church?”

“Almost 100 percent said the fam-
ily,” he recalled. So Drace decided to
take action.

The father of two teenagers used
his background in psychology and
spiritual values to develop ‘Families
Are Individuals Touching Hearts”
weekends to address specific concerns
in the local church.

“It doesn’t matter if you have a
church of 50 members or 50,000
members; if you don’t have solid fam-
ilies, you don’t have a solid church,”
Drace said.

In 1993, Drace began conducting
the FAITH weekends, which today fill
nearly half of his schedule.

A typical weekend begins with a
Friday night married couples banquet.

Family devotions are the key, he
said. “I’ve heard that 92 percent of
Southern Baptist families don’t have
family devotions consistently, and 43
percent never do. That’s why our
churches are in such trouble today.”

On Saturday morning, Drace chal-
lenges senior citizens to see the po-

tential of their elder years. Later in the
day, Drace holds a seminar for sepa-
rated and divorced church members
addressing issues of time management
and career demands, forgiving an ex-
spouse and supporting children im-
pacted by family strife.

On Saturday nights, teenagers at-
tend a session with Drace on such is-
sues as sex, dating and divorce, with
an invitation to a first-time commit-
ment to Christ or a recommitment.

During the Sunday school time,
Drace talks with single young adults
to age 30 who have never been mar-
ried. “We discuss careers, the chal-
lenges of being single and choices of
a mate,” he said.

Drace’s sermon on Sunday morn-
ing targets moms and dads.

“I preach on the American family
building a home life, how men should
be spiritual leaders. And I always give
an invitation for families who will
commit to daily Bible reading.

On Sunday afternoons, parents of
pre-teens and teenagers learn about
the characteristics of teenagers, how
to communicate with their children
and how to discipline. When the par-
ents ask questions, Drace often lets
other parents field them. That way,

CKSON, Tenn. (BP)—Jerry
ittle

church members know they’re in this

together.

On Sunday evening, Drace. talks
about different people Jesus met in his
ministry and how he communicated
with them. “Moms, dads and children
need to know that Jesus is our model

elists, Drace has set out to change
uch images. He's startmg w1th

_ membership roll.

__“To be a member of COSBE_’V
now, all you have to do is have your

 pastor send a letter to the North '

erican Mission Boar .
lism department ‘tatmg you arein
ull-time evangelistic ministry and

good standing at the church.
ink th bhould be more -

venant of pnm:lples

. “Affirmations of Accountability’

ng strongly considered for those .

_wishing to be recognized
COSBE members. The statements
all aimed at maintaining account-

bility, include promises to uphold |
theological doctrines, good financ

f es and mdmdual morahty

for communication,” Drace said. “Af
ter the sermon, I ask the people if there
is someone in the room who they need
to communicate with better. Do they
need to say ‘I’'m sorry’ or ‘Tlove you?’
That’s when the real barriers come
down.”

7 CLASSIFIED ADS

TOURS: Scotland and northern
England annual tour. July, great fel-
lowship, outstanding guide. Tele-
phone (606) 573-9771, fax (606)
573-2311.

SEEKING: Part-time youth di-
rector for Auburn Baptist Church.
Please send resumé to: P.O. Box 67,

| Auburn, KY 42206.

SEEKING Church secretary;
30-35 hours/week. Send resumé to:
Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church,
3821 Hunsinger Lane, Louisville,
KY 40220.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
youth; 20 hours/week. Send resumé
to: Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church,
3821 Hunsinger Lane, Louisville,
KY 40220.
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SEEKING: Full-time accounts
payable bookkeeper for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention. Position requires
3-5 years of related experience. Com-
puter, spreadsheet and word process-
ing skills a must. College study in
business preferred. Attractive com-
pensation package. Send resumé and
references to: Director of Accounting
Services Department,
43433, Louisville, KY 40253-0433.
No phone calls please. .

SEEKING: Rapidly growing
church in Paducah area seeks full-
time minister of youth. Interested
applicants should send resumé to:
Personnel Committee, Mt. Zion
Baptist Church, 9701 Blandville
Road, West Paducah, KY 42086.

P.O. Box .

SEEKING: Minister to children,
part-time (20 hours/week). Principle
function would be to assist church
program leaders in developing a

-comprehensive ministry to pre-

schoolers and children, grades 1-6.
Please send resumé with references
to: Dr. Scott Kilgore, Living Hope

- Baptist Church, 1805 Westen Ave.,

Bowling Green, KY 42104.

SEEKING: Part-time minister
who uses music as a tool for lead-
ing worship and reaching others for
Christ. Call Westport Baptist
Church at (502) 222-0745, or send
a resumé to: Search Committee,
Westport Baptist Church, 6415
Washington St., Westport, KY
40077.

SEEKING: Bivocational minis-
ter of music. Ability to balance mu-
sic (hymns, choruses) and to lead
adults and children. Music experi-
ence/training preferred. Submit re-
sumé to: Music Minister Search
Committee, Hanson Baptist Church,
P.O. Box 326, Hanson, KY 42413.

SEEKING: Data specialist/
desktop publishing including peri-
odicals, some secretarial duties and
light financial functions. Knowledge
of MS Office a must; Corel Draw
experience a plus. Please forward
resumé including salary require-
ments to: Human Resources, Ken-
tucky Woman’s Missionary Union,
P.O. Box 436569, Louisville, KY
40253-6569.



MINISTERIALLY SPEAKING
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“This is my dad. He's a pastor. His job is
to yell at people on Sunday mornings.”

“What is it girl? |s Pastor Timmy's sermon in trouble?”

“What do you think, dear? Should | preach this Sunday on
the topic of suffering, or should | just go an hour and a
half and let them experience it firsthand for themselves?”

“Pastor Nudnik? This is Agnes Thorp. All your years of preaching
finally hitthome with us on Sunday. Ed and | wanted to let you

= . 7.4 v’%”@} A4 4 know that we finally understand stewardship, and we're going to

B ’:S ',' \’v@,‘%‘v 6" . start tithing immediately. Of course, Ed has been transferred

T az¥/ U \GS ”r,c, P to a new job in Dallas, and our family will be moving in a week,
s pe - but we thought you'd appreciate our good news.”

S A

=

“l wasn't going to vote for him as pastor either, but who
can pass him up?.He might be worth something someday.”
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Three great stocking stuffers

DALEY OBSERVATIONS
The best of C.R. Daley’s
- Western Recorder editorials

- Bditarials

As editor of the Western Record-

er from 1957 through 1984, C.R.

Daley became a familiar face and

trusted friend in thousands of

Baptist homes. His weekly edi-

~_ torials, “Daley Observations,”

* were both well read and highly

. influential.

- This book contains 75 of Da-

. ley’s best writings and is the

- perfect gift for a pastor, church

~ leader or anyone who wants to

. better understand the history of
. Kentucky Baptists.

All proceeds from the sale

- d “Daley Observations”

= support the C.R. and Chris-

. tine Daley Endowment, a

- fund that assists the West-

ern Recorder’s commit-

ment to send the paper

to every Kentucky

Baptist pastor. :

$15/softcover book

magazine

- Families

ESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIV ING

Western Recorder

Practical Resources for
Christian Living

The Western Recorder re-
mains your best source for
news about Baptists, be it in Ken- .
tucky, nationally or around the world. Our
stories about missions both inspire and pro-
voke members to ask, “Couldn’t we do that
here?” And our coverage of trends in the
world of faith keep you up to date on issues
that affect your congregation.

Looking for that perfect gift for your
church secretary? Put your church
newsletter on the back of the Western
Recorder and we’ll take care of the
details like postage and mailing lists.

$10.60 for individual subscriptions; Iess
for group subscriptions ’

panic

Hog: dune Musitmb g

found the spiritug
and physical
sfrength fa boftle
breast conces

Real Life

Practical
resources for
Kentucky

The holiday issue of Real
Life tells how faith and Bible
verses helped June Mumme
overcome her fears after breast
cancer surgery.

The holiday edition also in-
cludes helpful ideas for staying on
budget amid charity overload, the
importance of forgiveness and craft
ideas for Christmas gifts. Also,
check out our listing of Christmas
events throughout the common-
wealth.

Real Life is the perfect gift
for anyone you want to
share an encouraging word
with throughout the year.

It’s also an ideal gift from
your congregation to the commu-

“nity. By offering Christian-based re-

sources for real-life issues, neighbors
will see how much your church cares
about them.

$10.60 for one year’s subscription;

" less for bulk subscriptions

For more information, call (502) 244-6470 in
metro Louisville or toll-free (888) 254-5728
statewide. Or send check to Western Recorder,
Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253.

.. PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
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