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Kentucky WMU 
launching job 
training to help 
women in need 
By Suzanne Darland 
State Correspondent 

• LOUISVJLLE-A Women's Mis­
sionary Union program to help wom­
en get jobs and out of poverty soon 
may take root throughout Kentucky. 

Women from 20 Kentucky com­
munities recently attended the train- -
ing session for Christian W om~9 '. s 
Job Corps, a training and mentoring 
program to help women enter the job 
market. 

"People from areas that I never 
would have dreamed of are hearing 
about it and are committed to making 
.it work," said Denise Jones, WMU 
associate for adults. 

The program began as a pilot 
project in 1995 and has received rave 
reviews, Jones said. 'This is a com­
pletely new program that national 
WMU has started, and it has received 
so many accolades." 

Already, WMU leaders in North­
ern Kentucky, Lexington and Look­
out have established programs, she 
said. 

About 40 women attended the re­
cent training session in Louisville, 
Nov. 13-14. Potential site coordinators 
came not only from Kentucky, but 
also Alabama, Indiana and Ohio. 

Christian Women's Job Corps is 
aimed primarily at low-income worn-
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The Chaplaincy 
Commission of the 

No.rth American 
Mission Board 

recently 
announced that 

more than 3,000 
Southern l:laptist 

chaplains are 
serving under 
endorsement 

around the world. 

Local churches set 
the course for the 
state convention 
and other Baptist 
bodies-"not the 

other way around," 
said William 

Pinson, executive 
director for the 

· Baptist General 
Convention of 

Texas. 

Chaplains take Christ to prisons, hospitals &_ military 
By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

are serving under endorsement around 
the world. That fulfills one of the orig­
inal goals of the SBC Bold Mission 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)-Wil- Thrust initiative. • , 
liam Garris admitted he often has an Garris told of one inmate who re­
R-rated ministry. It comes with the counted gruesome details of stabbing 
territory as a prison chaplain. a man during a robbery. "You really 

Garris was a U.S. Air Force air traf- want to look the other way, but I nev­
fic controller, but became a pastor af- er could," Garris said. "I remember 
ter retirement. He. said he discovered that Jesus told us, 'When I was in pris­
his specific calling after being asked on, you visited me."' 
to volunteer two mornings a week at Another time·, an inmate described 
a local prison. grnwing up with a prostitute for a 

Garris was one of several chaplains mother and an alcoholic father who 
who shared testimonies of their work • supplied his mother with customers. 
in conjunction with a recent orienta- The inmate was forced to steal food 
tion for Southern Baptist Convention as a child and often was threatened 
chaplains and their spouses. with a pistol by his father. He grew 

The Chaplaincy Commission of up hating the world, even to the point . 
the North American Mission Board, of taking pleasure in smashing rich 
the endorsing body for Southern Bap- kids' lunch boxes. Garris said the in­
tists, recently announced that more mate called the chaplain the only per­
than 3,000 Southern Baptist chaplains son in his life whom he could call a 

friend. 
"I knew I was where God wanted 

me to be," Garris said, later noting he 
has counseled 9,678 inmates during 
his ministry and baptized 73. 

"I have learned the difference in 
feeling sorry for someone and having 
the same compassion that Jesus 
would," he said. "Regardless of their 
morality, they all have one thing in 
common. They are hurting. What 
would Jesus want us to do?" 

Doyle Oliver, a chaplain for dia­
betes and heart patients at St. Joseph's 
Hospital in Atlanta, said he often sees 
patients and their families during the 
greatest crises in their lives. 

"We are a fast-paced hospital, with 
tremendous pressure," he said. "But 
it is one of the most challenging plac­
es I've ever been in to minister to peo­
ple that are hurting and scared and 
have to make life-changing and life-

threatening decisions." 
Capt. William Johnson, a U.S. -

Army chaplain, said God intervened 
to allow him into the chaplaincy pro­
gram at New Orleans Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary despite an apparent 
lack of experience. He currently 
serves at McDill Air Force Base in 
Tampa, Fla. 

"I think it's the best job in the min­
istry, I really do," he said. "Because 
where the troops are, that's .where we. 
go. 1 have been in airplanes and seen 
troops come to know Christ. I have 
been on the flight line and seen troops 
come to know Christ." 

Southern Baptist chaplains .serve 
around the world in health care, mili-

. tary,•private industry and other fields. 
NAMB' s chaplaincy evangelism tea:m 
provides official endorsement, confer­
ences, field visits, pastoral care and 
other support. 

Texas leaders respond cautiously to call for new·convention 
By• Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

DALLAS (ABP)- Leaders of 
the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas responded cautiously to a pro­
posal that the state's Baptists could 
become the hub for a new Baptist 
Convention of the Americas. 

Baylor University Chancellor 
Herbert Reynolds described his vi­
sion for a new organization linking 
like-minded Baptists throughout the 
Western Hemisphere Nov. • 10 at an 
annual breakfast meeting of the 
moderate group Texas Baptists 
Committed. -

Among resources Texas Baptists 
could bring to the venture, he said, is 
the $43 million in annual budget and 
missions contributions that now goes 
as "tribute" to the conservative-domi­
nated Southern BaptistConvention. 

The Baptist General Convention's 
president and top executive officer 
both responded to Reynolds' com-

ments in a news story in the Nov. 25 
Baptist Standard newspaper. While 
not discounting Reynolds' plan, the 
leaders said the state convention like­
ly will consider many changes as it 
enters the new millennium, but for 
now its emphasis should be on assist­
ing and equipping Texas churches. 

Russell Dilday, president of the 2.5 
million-member state convention, said • 
Reynolds' plan is "visionary" but is 
just one model for Baptists to consid­
er in deciding how to shape a denom­
inational expression that will be effec­
tive in the 21st century. Dilday pre­
dicted there will be other proposals. 

• "Baptists in Texas should welcome 
designs from across the state suggest­
ing new ways we can W()rk together 
to accomplish the Lord's work in our 
state," Dilday said. 

As the state convention's presi­
dent, Dilday said, he believes the con­
vention's immediate focus should be 
on Texas. "It is important to quickly 
and effectively respond to the new 

BAPTIST BITS 

challenges our Lord puts:before us in 
the 21st century," Dilday said. "Then 
together we can discover creative 
ways to cooperate and partner with 
other Baptist entities in the broader 
challenge of world missions." 

William Pinsqn, BGCT executive 
director, said questions have been 
raised about Reynolds' remarks. Pin­
son noted that Reynolds spoke to a 
group of Baptists at a breakfast which 
was not part of the convention pro­
gram, and that the views he presented 
were his own, and not an official po­
sition of the BGCT. 

• Pinson said local churches set the 
course for the state convention and 
other Baptist bodies---"not the other 
way around." 

Pinson said a strong "church-first" 
emphasis is behind the state conven­
tion's policy of allowing churches 
flexibility in how· their contributions 
to the convention are disbursed. Tex­
as offers churches four options for 
passing funds on to various world 

mission causes beyond the state con­
vention. 

Pinson also said he expects other 
proposed realignments of the state's 
Baptists. He said that while such talk 
"can be disconcerting, it is encourag­
ing to see strong interest in the life of 
our denomination." 

Baptist Standard Editor Toby 
Druin wrote in ·an editorial that he 
does not expect to see Reynolds' vi­
sion take place in the near future. 

"In spite of the fact that Texans for 
the most part have continued to reject 
the rightward swing of the SBC, loy-

. alty to the SBC, especially to its mis­
sions programs, has never wavered for 
most Texas Baptists·and is not likely 
to do so," Druin wrote in an editorial 
in the paper's Nov. 25 issue. 

Druin stated he was "very skepti­
cal" when he heard Reynolds lay out 
his plan for the Baptist Convention of 
the Americas. "But I can't help won­
dering if the next 35 years will bring 
about as many changes as the last 35." • 

■ BWA meeting in Cuba proposed. 
Baptist World Alliance· General Secretary 

organizations and was satisfied we should 
hold our date." 

or more information, please contact BCA 
administrative coordinator Keith Beene at 
(615) 904-0152 or scholarship committee 

of Dutch Baptist churches. Recently, 
however, two congregations affiliated with 
the Union of Baptist Churches in the 
Netherlands have inducted female pastors . 
At the union's 1998 annual meeting in 

• Denton Lotz announced he will recommend 
that a.n irwitation :from C~ban Baptists be •••• 
accepted foJ the BWA General Council's 
July ~ 000 meeti~g ~o .b~ 9.eld io H.avana. 
Lotis'anriOuncement followed. his retµrn 
Jror11 ~.yi~it,o. CtJbaNoy. 25:peq.). ~otz 

·<also ·i~sue'd .•astatement 'can.iogOn·•the;:••;···•· 
• •• dt~~tes to;epdl{~ lo.~g•$tandingt•· ••··• 

• • ~::ofCuba;,caliino.ittfa fafled iooli 

.•.• :-c-. ...-,a-., .·a.,-. .-:·:··.·· , .. : .. -.;,,,·. - - . - ·····+· . 
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11,111i;:1~1i 
:probl~O)S that.CO[llPUfe.r..sys,te1tj~:wo;·11n 
'tecognizegOQO·and·.f11~1fu~ction;;fhe 

w:ioteQiafiona,.l.'.cor~qo,9gres~l.e<1de.r$.hip 
'>Nov.19 .discuss-ea several /qption$and : 
u nani r110Li§ly' agreed to ke~pjhe dat~, Sai 

>Jim Scott, Congress program chairperso 
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■ BCE.launches web site. The Baptist 
Center for Ethics has launched a new web 

• chairman David Winfrey at (502) 244-
6471. 

·site for congregaticms and their leaders. . . . .. .. 
' Ttie site contains writings about news, ■ Former SBC leader dies. Prominent 

. Hoogezand, delegates discussed the issue 
at length before approving a· • 
recorpmen9ation to allow individual 
churches to decide for themselves; 

, headlil]~ fss.~e~t9~tail~9 information ab.out i conservative Oklahoma pastor and fo.rmer.. • 
• -9E's re$Ources;::~ookfoconimendatiops; • • i< Southern Baptist Converiti.ori leader , • , 

tmily-;pente.reoi1Jcl~~.aqiscus$iPn J;i .t' .EldriqgeMiller d .. iedNov,;17 after a triples ... · ' <·· r,· ,,. ···•·· ... ······· < 
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H,Ggrnn;iµriiga,tor~'/\§SQCia~iqn 'Njll 9ffer tQree . ]op .. editors of ~aptis\ Press and sever ties . the pr~sident at SoqthwestBaptist •• • 
': S¢Q,Ola~~tlJ;ps.t.o·:~t.yqent5trai11jng to j)4rsye ;,c wi~h.the(~apti§t Joi.nt Cqn;JJTli~ee'.. VJgile ;;,] Unive[Si!Yj9 .BoliVar,Mo., .l/\fill fy,ngti 
i·Mreer$J11 ,:reJigious'conimiirjic~tion.'Th~ ... i!( i;.serying on.tpe SBC Executive qommiU~e; .. · .¢b .. ief operating officer,tor A~P, .¼'itr 
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:.yqdergraduate sttlderi\. ·a,,nd.'$500Jo a ·.t, j) for conservatives to extei:td t6eir control o.h .. pperations, informati.on systemM ' ' 

,;gr:adu-at~. styctentiiTP~f\lan'Compton and ...... \ ;the nationa,,I deoomination .. intoBaptist ... <· ..... budgeting .and. persqnnel.,.Greg.Wa(~~'·< 
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Whitetree's courtesy call' has lasted 15 years in Lookout 
By Deborah Brunt 
Baptist Press 

such an isolated place. Yet he had Now, Jones, who at the time was In the months since the second re-
been asked to serve as its director. head of the direct missions department signed, several people had been of-

No way, he thought aglJ,in. for the Kentucky Baptist Convention, fered the position. All turned it down 
LOOKOUT (BP)- Greg White- It wasn't that Whitetree shied away was challenging Whitetree to give up for various reasons: "Too far from 

tree knew he was going to say no. He from hard assignments. For 13 years, • his position in Louisville for a post medical care." "Too far from places 
had come this far only because his he and Alice had welcomed them. that was extremely- well- rural. of continuing education." "Too far 
boss, Bob Jones, had insisted, "At In 1969, Whitetree was finishing Whitetree is a Native American. In from centers of commerce." 

_ least, go there and look around." his last semester at Memphis State his early years, he lived on the Chero- "Freeda was talking to us, and she 
"All right," Whitetree finally University and working as a probation kee Indian reservation in North Caro- was crying," Whitetree recalled. "The 

agreed, "I'll go look." officer for juvenile court. Because his lina's Smoky Mountains, only about center had beenclosed 18 months. She 
A few days later, Jones, and White- job required night and weekend work, 120 miles from Pike County, as the was afraid it wasn't going to reopen. 

tree and his wife, Alice, took the in- he often missed church. But one Sun- crow flies. But at age 5, Whitetree had Then the tears dried up. She said, 'If 
terstate southeast from Louisville. day, he took advantage of a rare op- moved with his parents to Memphis, you're the one God's calling- and I 
Five hours later, they reached Pike po~nity to attend an evening worship and he'd lived and worked in· urban believe you are-he has a message for 
County at the state's easternmost tip. service. settings ever since. you.' 

They had long since left the inter- That night, he and his wife wit- · During their Appalachian visit, "She opened her Bible to Deuter-
state. Here, Whitetree recounted, "the nessed a commissioning service for Jones said to Whitetree, "I want you onomy 11 : 10-12. Jones had to turn the 
mountains got more and more steep, two couples going out as US-2ers. It • to meet Freeda Harris'." Leaving the pages for her because her arthritis was 
the, valleys more and more narrow." was the first time the Whitetrees had yellow concrete-block building, Jones so bad. She read, 'For the land, whith­
The Whitetrees had entered the west- heard of the US-2 program, in which and the Whitetrees made their way to er thou goest in to possess it, is not as 
em edge of the Appalachians, near college students serve for two years Harris' home. There, the Whitetrees the land of Egypt, from whence ye 
land where Daniel Boone once scout-. as missionaries through what then was learned the story of the Baptist center. came out ... (But it) is a land of hills 
ed. the Southern Baptist Home Mission "Freeda started the ministry by and valleys .. . a land which the Lord 

"We crossed a one-lane bridge," BoarQ. • walking the hollers inviting children thy God careth for.' 
Whitetree continued, then they were The next year, the Whitetrees went to come to her house for refreshments "As Freeda read, God spoke to 

-" on a very narrow two-lane. Many - to Honolulu as US-2ers to work with and Bible stories," Whitetree recount- Alice and me. I was crying. Alice was 
places, Jones had to drive with two children in inner-city housing projects. ed. "Children came in large numbers." crying. When we got back to the car, 
wheels over the center line to keep There, they said, both realized God Southern Baptists took official no- both of us said, 'God is calling us 
from sideswiping a mountain or go- was calling them to be career mission- tice of Harris in the 1960s, making her here."' 
ing into a creek. Somehow, he also aries. • • a home missionary associate. She ran That was 15 years ago. Whitetree, 
had to avoid colliding with the coal After being students at Southern the Marrowbone Baptist Center until a missionary with the North Ameri-
trucks that whizzed past. • Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou- she had to take early retirement in the can Mission Board, still serves as di-

Finally, the· three reached a small, isville, they spent seven years starting late 1970s because of her health. rector of Pike County's Baptist cen-
yellow, concrete-block building. A Baptist centers and churches in Dav- Afterward, two other center direc- ter, renamed the Freeda Harris Bap-
sign announced, "Marrowbone Bap- enport and Des Moines, Iowa. Then, tors came. Both were single young tist Center in 1990. 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Geogetown College 
recently named Charles 
Boehms as executive 
vice president and 
provost. Boehns, who 
.previously was vice 
president/provost, will 
supervise the day-to-day 
operations of the 
college. Also, Keon Chi, 
chairman of the political 
science department, was 
named interim academic 
dean. 

■ Kentucky Baptist 
Youth Ministry 
Association rncently 
elected officers: • 
President Joe Ban of 
Edgewood Baptist 
Church in Hopkinsville; 
Vice President Art 
Rogers of First Baptist 
Church in Russellville; 
Secretary/Treasurer 
David Preston of 
Campbellsville Baptist 
Church; and Editor Mark 
Hazle of First Baptist 
Church of Somerset. 

tist Ce~ter." . . the~ returned to_ Louisville, where women. Both were lonely in Pike "We feel as_ strongly called here ■ Dixie Mylum Lusher, 
Wh1ten:ee couldn't u~agme ho~ Whitetre~ coordmated the work of County. Each stayed. only ,abo~t two .. tod~y. as w~;d1d ~hen Ft~eda ,was author:of two .books ::.~··...; 

anyone could run a Baptist center m two Baptist centers. . . yeli!s, _ '. • , ,: talking;t~ us, -- ~ ~e~ee ~a,1?· . \ .... abo.ut Kentucky 

WMU's Christian Women's Job Corps trains leaders for Kent11·cky · rr~~n~~t~~sii.
0
~i!ci' -

Continued from page 1 
on one-to-one mentoring.Each wom­
an in the program covenants . with a 
mentor for at least a year. 

'That's the beauty ofCWJC," said 
Debbie Nowell, director of church and 
community missions for Montgomery 
Baptist Association in Alabama. 'The 
mentors are there for a year, two years. 
They show how there are those who 

. can love and can make a commitment 
to .them." 

Many clients don't understand that 
• kind of friendship. They're more fa­
miliar with being used, lied to and 
cheated on, she said. , 

That Christian friend is what's 
made the ministry successful in pilot 
sites in Texas and South Carolina. 
Nowell regularly checks in with her 
charge, encouraging her when she's 
disgusted with work or discouraged 
when her children wear her out or the 
car won't start. 

"Women helping women is really 
powerful," said Nowell. "It's affect­
ing the lives of the women we're help­
ing, but also the women who are do-

• ing the helping." 
"There's no typical client," added 

Nancy Brown, a mentor from South 
Carolina. "Some will be spiritually 
hungry and never have been in church 
before. Some will feel totally unwor~ 
thy." 

By being a friend, mentors often 
can share the love of Jesus and his 
message-of salvation. "God doesn't 
want extraordinary people «;loing ex­
traordinary things," she said. "He 
wants ordinary people doing ordinary 
things exceptionally well." 

"Imagine that someone finds a flat 
tire when she goes out to her car," 

Dennison said. "She doesn't have an 
AAA card like we do; she probably 
doesn't even have a spare tire in the 
trunk. Her boss isn't sympathetic; he 
could replace her tomorrow. Wouldn't 
it be great if she could call, if she has 
a phone, and ask, 'Can you help me?"' 

Nowell emphasized that mentors 
must not "mother" the women. "We 
need to be empowering," she said. 
"We don't want them to be dependent, 
but independent." Mentors are ad­
vised not to give money to their cli­
ents. 

Instead, mentors are to give fre­
quent encouragement and praise to 
boost self-confidence and guide cli­
ents through the maze of work ethics· . 
and other obstacles. 

Besides mentors, the ministry fea­
tures Bible study, either one-to-one or 
with a group, and usually a multi week 
job-preparation class. Classes often 
include guidance in resume writing, 
interviewing and work etiquette. Oth­
er options are personality inventories, 
personal grooming, nutrition and 
computer training. "We take a lot of 
field trips," Nowell said. 

Job Corps usually doesn't offer 
high school degree courses or other 
programs offered by secular agencies. 

"There's no need to reinvent 
what's already being done," Nowell 
explained. Each client completes an 
assessment before she enters the pro­
gram to determine what she needs to 
get a good job. 

. In some states, like Alabama, Job 
Corps is approved as a substitute for 
its state program moving women from 
welfare to work. The ministry has re­
ceived other accolades from gover­
nors and Vice President Al Gore, as 

well. _ 
Churches can support the ministry, 

Nowell added. Needs include free 
child care during training as well as 
for a period of time after the mother 
has begun working. 

Mechanics could work on cars and 
make them available to low0income 
women. Or they could agree to keep 
the women's cars in good condition, 
she added. Networking in Nowell's 
association has also brought other 
donations from service groups or busi-

nesses, including lunches, used com­
puters and clothing for work. 

Dale Tucker, director of the office 
of human services for the city of Lou­
isville, pointed out that not all poten­
tial clients of Job Corps are low-in­
come women. Immigrants could ben­
efit from such a program as well. 
:'Most immigrants come with college 
degrees; some have Ph.D.s," he said. 
Ministering to internationals "brings 
the foreign mission field to our door­
step," he said. 

Nov. 29 after a long bout 
• of cancer. She had 
served on several 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention committees, 
on the Kentucky WMU 
executive board and as 
vice president of 
Kentucky WMU. 

■ Ken Walker, a state 
correspondent for the · 
Western Recorder, has 
co-authored the book, 
"Rescued By The 
Cross," with youth 
evangelist Ken Freeman. 
The book, which tells the 
story of Freeman's youth 
and conversion to 
Christianity, is intended 
to provide hope and 
encouragement for 
young Christians who 
have had difficult pasts. 
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Angry alignment 
I believe that Toby Druin' s 

"Counter Point" article found inlast 
week's paper may typify the way 
many moderate Southern Baptists 
feel. They are angry at ·the conser­
vatives who have gained power so 
they side with the moderate wing of 
the convention, those formerly in 
power, but they don't 
agree with them either. 
For example, Druin 
calls Foy Valentine a 
"good" Baptist source, 
quotes him, calls him a 
friend and then pro­
ceeds tp eloquently and 
correctly disagree with 
what he said. 

-Dr. Mohler' s argu­
ment, on the other hand, 
was thorough and logi­
cal, bringing into historical perspec­
tive the need for the conservative re­
surgence. While I do take issue with 
the conservative wing's use of what I 
consider a "good ol' boy" system of 
electing committee members, etc. on 
both the state and national levels, I 
must say that I thank God for the 
strength of conservatism in my de­
nomination. I would rather be on the 
fringe with conservatives than in the · 
middle with moderates. 

Joseph Vest 
Burgin 

Mohler's enabler 
I would like to offer an expanded 

view of Al Mahler's Nov. 24 article 
regarding Clinton's Baptist roots and 
how they participated in his scandal. 
It is Mahler's view that liberal Bap­
tists are his "enablers." The term "en­
abling" has gained recent popularity 
out of the addiction and recovery 
movement. The process of enabling 
has been a major focus in this move­
ment in terms of helping individuals· 
look at the entire "sick system" and 
move away from patterns of blaming . 
the individual with the active disease 
or problems. The benefit of thi!! 
awareness is to focus on what fulfill­
ment I can bring to my life versus try­
ing to find satisfaction in blaming or 

Fulfilling the mission 
God has been at work with the 

Kentucky Baptist Convention staff in 
. developing a· vision statement. The 
entire staff felt the presence of God as 
we developed this statement. One per­
son said, "When I come to 
work, I want a statement 
that will inspire and chal­
lenge me for the day." 

We were trying to an­
swer three questions in the 
vision statement: who are 
we, to whom do we relate 
and what do we do? Dur­
ing a period .of weeks, and. 
after considering the mean- . 
ing of every word, we felt . Bill Mackey 
led by God to this state-
ment: "As a servant team, empowered 
by Jesus Christ, we work with Ken­
tucky Baptists in fulfilling their Ood­
given mission." 

I would like to share with you the 
significant meaning of the phrases and 
words in the statement as follows: 

4 WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 8, 1998 

: .. -StWMRrA!&.,_AI 

controlling others. If enabling is a sys­
temic problem where others partici­
pate in problems, then perhaps the 
system could include not only how 
liberals "enable" Clinton, but also how 
Clinton serves as Dr. Mohler' s en-. 
abler. The reality is that Dr. Mohler 
has gotten a tremendous amount of 
attention and publicity from Clinton's 
woes. And he seems to enjoy it on 

some level as he is nev­
er more energized and 
animated as when he de­
scribes the "serial'' na­
ture of his problems. 
"Serial" is the tenn used 
most often in association 
with people like John 
Wayne Gacey or Jeffrey 
Dahmer. 

What I have person­
ally learned from people 
in recovery who struggle 

with enabling and seek to understand 
it is that part of their view of growing 
spiritually has to do with what is called 
a moral inventory. Not someone 
else's, but mine. I would much rather 
look at the faults of others rather than 
my own. If there is but one attitude 
and behavior that liberals, fundamen­
talists, Clinton and Mohler could 
agree upon, this should be it. 

Context, please 

Kirk Hall 
Louisville 

As a faithful reader of the Western 
Recorder, I see many articles written 
by people _who make the Bible teach 
something that just isn't there. These 
people are sincere, I know, but they . 
are a threat to the greater cause of 
Christianity. Wh.en non-Christians 
read and then test some of these proc­
lamations and find them false, it gives 
them more reason not to believe. 

In the Nov. 24 issue, Psalm 137:9 
was presented to teach that anyone 
was happy who aborted a baby. Even 
if that was true, the Scripture did not 
say that. In fact, that particular verse_ 
condones the destruction of children. 
The whole Psalm is lamenting what 
Israel's enemy, Babylon, did to them 
during the 586 B.C. destruction. 

My wife and I took part in the ex-

I As a servant team. It was very 
important to the staff that we see our­
selves as servants of Jesus Christ, 
working together as a team prepared 
and ready to serve the needs of Ken­

tucky Baptists. As a team, 
we will build on the 
strengths of each staff per­
son to serve the churches 
effectively. 

I Empowered by Jesus 
Christ. The staff feels very 
strongly about their rela­
tionship with Jesus Christ, 
and the absolute necessity 
of walking each day with 
him. Empowered is a strong 
word and indicates our 

complete dependence on the power of 
God. Jesus Christ is our life and 
strength through the Holy Spirit. 

-I We work with Kentucky Baptists. 
This means we serve all Kentucky 
Baptists, including individuals, 
churches, associations of churches 

cavation of that destruction in Jerusa­
lem. It was horrendous, and I can un­
derstand why the psalm takes the po­
sition of wishing ill on the country 
who devastated it. 

In real estate, the three most im~ 
portant things are "location, location, 
location." 

In Scripture, the three most impor­
tant things are "context, context, con­
text." 

Remembering that the word "hap­
py" in Hebrew is sometimes translat­
ed "blessed" in the New Testament, 
Psalm 137:8-9 reads, "Blessed is he 
who repays you for. whafyou have 
done to us. Blessed is he who seizes 
your young children ( not just infants) 
and dashes them against the rocks."- . 

The destruction wrought' by the 
godless Babylonians, and allowed by 
our loving God was terrible. Maybe 
you need to have taken part in its ex­
cavation to realize why verses like ihis 
would appear .in the Bible. 

If you are ever in Jerusalem, view 
the display called the "City of David 
Excavations." See for yourself the ter­
rible conditions under which Old Tes­
tament people lived and died. You will 
appreciate theni more for it. 

Money talks 

Gene Iglehart 
Bowling Green 

. ;rn the Nov. 24 issue, under "Bap­
tist Bits," I wondered why North 
Carolina Baptists stopped short of sev­
ering ties with Wake Forest Universi­
ty for "selling alcohol on campus." 
Then I read on, and there, in black and 
white, was the answer. "The school 
annually contributes more than 
$453,000 to Baptist student scholar­
ships and other Baptist work ori cam­
pus." It just goes to show us that 
"money talks," and if you give en~ugh 
of it to the Baptists, they will allow 
activities they might normally nottol­
erate. As long as Wake Forest keeps 
the money coming, we dare not sever 
our ties with them, no matter what 
they allow on their campus. That's just 
my opinion. What about other Bap­
tists? 

Don Daniel 
Lebanon Junction 

and institutions and agencies. Our 
purpose is to serve all Kentucky Bap­

. tists, although our primary target 
might be churches. 

I In fulfilling their God-given mis­
sion. The word "fulfilling" is a stretch 
term. We dare to believe that by faith 
we can be used by God in accomplish­
ing his mission. "Their" means that 
our work is customized for the indi­
vidual or group being served. We be­
lieve our "God-given" mission de­
serves our best commitment and sac­
rifice because it comes from God. 

I Mission. God has an eternal pur­
pose for every person and church. We 

. work with people and churches in dis­
covering and fulfilling their mission 
to the world. And bec.ause it is God's 
mission, it must be pursued with pas­
sion. 

Pray for us as we work with Ken­
tucky Baptists in fulfilling their God­
given mission. • 

Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Do retirement 
plans make 
good lenders? 
By Don Spencer 

If you have an expense that . 
requires 
borrowing 
money, your 
thoughts 
might tum to 
a favorable 
lender, your­
self. 

If you're 
in a 401(k) 

or a 403(b) retirement plan, it's 
likely your plan charges a hard­
to-beat rate of about 9 percent 
right now. Money for your loan 
is deducted from your retire­
ment account. Payments, in­
cluding interest, are then c.red­
ited back to your account. 

Sound· good? Think again. 
First, a loan eliminates one of 

your plan's biggest advantages, 
tax deferral. If you borrow from 
your tax-deferred plan, money 
you use to repay the loan might 
be taxed once as income and 
again when you withdraw it in 
retirement. 

Second, interest you pay back 
to your account could be less than 
the amount your account might 
otherwise earn. Plans often use 
prime rate plus 1 percent as the 

. interest rate you pay. Since 1950, 
the prime rate plus 1 percent has 
averaged 8.26 percent while 
stocks -have averaged 12.8 per­
cent. Using these average returns 
during , a five-year period, 

• $25,000 would earn more than 
$9,500 more in stocks than it 
would using prime rate plus 1 
percent. 

Third, if you fail to repay your 
loan as required, you could have 
adverse tax consequences. In this 
situation, an unpaid balance is 
treated as an early distribution 
from your retirement plan. Ordi­
nary income tax is due plus a 10 
percent penalty tax if you are 
under age 59 1/2. For some em­
ployees in a 40l(k) plan, if you 
leave your job before you've re­
paid the loan, you must settle the 
debt. Generally, if not settled 
within three months, it is treated 
as a withdrawal and you are lia­
ble for the income tax and 10 , 
percent penalty tax. 

Finally, if you stop contribu­
tions to your plan until your loan 
is repaid, you will significantly 
reduce your retirement benefit. 
According to a recent study by 
the U.S. General Accounting Of­
fice, your plan could be worth at 
least 20 percent less by the time 
you retire. 

Borrow from your retirement 
plan only if you can keep invest­
ing while you repay the loan and 
after you've exhausted all other 
avenues of funding. 

• Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's annuity department 
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What should par,ents tell their 
children about Santa Claus? 
What should I tell my children about Santa? 

Much has been written about what parents should tell their 
children about Santa Claus. I find it helpful to consider this • 
question from two perspectives-one developmental, one 
spiritual. 

From a developmental standpoint, the issue usually takes 
care of itself. Part of growing up involves 
learning to distinguish between fact and 
fantasy. The normal process of 
development teaches most children how 
to differentiate in the proper ways 
between what is real and what is not. 
Watching cartoons, reading stories like 
Peter Pan and believing in Santa Claus 
won 't keep children from eventually 
learning that animals can't talk, peop!e 
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can't fly and that Mom and Dad are Santa's best friends. 

The innocence and magic of childhood flies by all too fast. 
Children should be allowed to enjoy these days while they last 
without being pushed into adult levels of thinking and 
understanding. You might have to dodge a few questions to 
keep the magic alive, but in doing so you are giving your child 
the gift of their childhood, not robbing them of a reality they 
will soon discover for themselves. (Do you know any children 
who hate their parents for playing Santa?) . 

From a spiritual standpoint, there are many things parents 
can do to teach children the true meaning of Christmas and 
counter the commercialism Santa and the season bring. Put 
Christ at the center of your family celebration. Include a­
nativity scene in your decorations. Observe Advent together. 
Attend Christmas worship services and celebrations. Collect 
food, clothing and gifts for needy families. Talk about the 
traditions of trees and lights and gifts. Help children 
understand these all are things we do to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. Go caroling. Give to missions. Have a brief time of 
family worship Christmas morning. 

As time passes, experiences of worship, celebration and 
thanksgiving, coupled with teachings about the true meaning 
of Christmas, will find a permanent home in their hearts. 
Belief in Santa will find its rightful place alongside (hopefully) 
many other cherished childhood memories.-David Garrard 

My husband and I have been married five months and we 
argue a lot about how to do things (how to cook, where to 
go on vacations, how to decorate our apartment, etc.}. We 
each tend to want to do things as our own families did. 
How do couples build their own way of doing things? 

Sometimes it is a challenge to become a family of your 
own, rather than relying too much on your individual families 
of origin. It is important to develop your own way of doing 
things, while continuing to feel a part of the families from 
which you came. Much of it will happen in time to the extent 
that you rely more on each other rather than on your families 
of origin for your needs. There are some things you can do, 
however, that might help this process along: 
■ Consider alternating the way you do things. For 

instance, take turns cooking foods you especially enjoyed as 
children. You might find that your spouse's favorite becomes 
one of your favorites too. 
■ Combine your options, when possible. You might plan 

a vacation in which you can do more than one thing. For 
instance, choose a secluded area away from the crowds, but 
close enough to a city that you can enjoy some of both. 
■ Start something new. You might find it fun to create 

traditions that are entirely your own without borrowing from 
either family. 

The most important thing is to not let this become a 
bigger issue than it needs to be. After all, the real, underlying 
issue seems to be: "How do we become a family to each 
other?" which actually can be more of a challenge for a new 
stage of life, than a problem that will divide you .-Susan 
Howell • 

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. • 
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In missions, it's harde_r t~ send than go 
Some things have surprised me in Africa the past 

15 years. I was surprised at people's joy in extreme 
poverty. I was surprised that men hold hands publicly 
in African c::ultures, not men and women. I was sur­
prised at the responsiveness of people who had never 
heard of Jesus. • 

Other things did not surprise me. 
Having grown up in rural Kentucky, I was not sur­

prised by outdoor toilets, the great fellowship experi­

life line, prayer warrior, pastor, link to family and their 
safe harbor for retreat and healing. 

Hear a very clear word. Sending is harder than go­
ing. 

Which is the most demanding, hanging on a cross 
or sending your only son to die? Picture yourself in­
carnating Christ in a culture defined by war, famine 
and persecution. You decide who goes; you or your 
child; you or your spouse. Who would go, yourself or 

enced by friends at a meal or the joy that 
country folks have. in singing. Similar to 
my upbringing, I enjoyed listening to the 
farm and stock prices broadcast into rural 
areas by African radio. I was not surprised 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

the one you love the most in this world? If 
we grasp the responsibility of the sender, it 
will either revolutionize our faith and 
churches or we will cease to send. 

by the plight and sins of the cities, nor by tribalism. I 
was not surprised that people of different tribes, col­
ors and languages expected us to live incarnationally 
before attempting to share Jesus. 

It is the month of Lottie Moon, a $110 
million offering for international missions. The theme 
is "Wonder Working Power." Sending missionaries 
is much more than dollars, a prayer calendar, an occa­
sional letter or visit to your church. 

But the greatest surprise of all was that I had the 
relationship between sending and going reversed. I 
believed going was tlie most difficult of the two. 

Who is responsible for leading the children of the 
church to Christ? You are. 

Who is responsible for doing mission educatiqn? 
Implicit within my religious heritage was the per­

ception that the hardest task ever attempted was to 
leave home, board a plane and spend one's life in a 
foreign land. It has not always been an easy task, but 
one that we would. not trade for a life in "Christian­
ized" co~ntries. We have learned that living for Jesus 
is complimented by having a Savior worth our very 
lives. We discovered the difficulty of incarnating 
Christ in the townships of apartheid and the persecu­
tion within the Horn of Africa. It has been tough go­
ing into a lot of these places. Yet, we were not pre­
pared for the toughest task of all. 

You are. 
Who is responsible for sending them into the 

world? You are. 
Who is responsible for holding the ropes, praying 

without ceasing, ·crying out to God for their constant 
witness and safety? You are. 

Who waits for the phone to ring, an answer to 
prayer, a letter or good news from afar? Do you? 

Who provides healing to those servants who have 
been ravaged by the consequences of living among 
the lost? • 

Grasp the awesome responsibility of the one who 
sends the "lambs among the wolves." Stand where 
God stood as he sent Jesus, as Jesus sent the 12 and 
the 72. Sending is "Wonder Working Power" and of­
ferings totaling $110 million. But it is much more. 

The most difficult ministry undertaken has not been 
going, but sending others in our place. 

Going is easy. Going is fun. Going receives atten­
tion as missionaries are feasted, honored and placed 
upon pedestals. Suddenly, in a matter of months, in­
stead of traveling to the edge, we assumed responsi­
bility for sending others to the edge. We were their 

It is the hardest task in all the Kingdom of God. 

Why am I so favored? 
By Bob Long 

"At that time Mary got ready and hur­
ried to a town in the hill country of 
Judea, where she entered Zechariah's 
home and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the 
baby leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. In a loud voice 
she exclaimed: 'Blessed 
are you among women, 
and blessed is the child 
you will bear! But why 
am I so favored, that the 
mother of my Lord 
should come to me?'" 
(Luke 1:39-45) 

In Lewis Carroll's delightful chil­
dren's classic, "Alice in Wonderland," 

. the heroine is lost in a fantasy world. 
Yet there is one strand of reality to 
which she holds: her return home. 
That single thought runs throughout 
the story. Today's question points to 
a great theological reality running 
throughout the story of humanity. It's 
as true today as ever before. The 
thought: "It's always a good thing to 
find God involved in a human life." 

Having heard of her cousin's preg-

Ken Perkins is missionary in residence at Georgetown 
College 

nancy, Mary returns to her ancestral 
homeland in the hill country. Her 
mind races with all she's been told of 
the immediate future. Back home she 
will have the time to ponder these 
things and discover something of their 
significance. Upon arriving, Elizabeth 

embraces her with a 
strange greeting: "But 
why am I so favored, that 
the mother of my Lord 
should come to me?" 
How strange those 
words must have sound­
ed to Mary. But their 
truth is a wonderful 
strand of reality running 
throughout our turbulent 
existence. 

The Greek words which form the 
question would most directly be trans­
lated, "But in what way has this come 
to me?" The NIV translators added a 
measure of interpretation to their 
translation making this question a 
powerful testimony concerning God's 
nature. Based on the grand gift which 
is the coming of Christ, the NIV cor­
rectly reflects how good it is to dis­
cover God's involvement in human 
affairs. 

I can't help but reflect on the dif­
ference between this question in Luke 

and Jacob's thought upon awakening 
from his dream at Bethel (Genesis 28). 
Jacob felt Bethel to be a fearsome, 

• awful place, nothing less than the 
house of God. How do we get from 

· fearsome to good? How do we grow 
from a Genesis feeling to a Luke dec­
laration? It only happens as we dis­
cover the nature of God. 

Where God builds relationships, 
they are developed on love, responsi­
bility and consistency. We come to 
agree with Elizabeth as we discover 
how very much we are loved by God. 
How sad it is to find one who never 
has known God's love. But there's 
more. God accepts the responsibility 
to maintain and build that loving rela­
tionship. While we can't say the same, 

. God never neglects the relationships 
he builds with us. 

Accepting that responsibility 
makes our relationship with God fresh 
with each new day. It also leads to a 
marvelous consistency. We depend on 
God being ever the same. More than 
a question, Elizabeth's words are a 
statement of faith. It is a good thing to 

discover God's in-

ii 
volvement in your 
life. 

Bob Long is pastor of 
Walnut Street Baptist 
Church in Louisville 
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China's Christians polarized by: registration laws 
· The Chinese 

government 
demands authority 

over nearly every 
aspect of citizens' 
lives, from family 

planning to the 
stock market. This 

contro'I is more 
political and 

social than 
religious, but it 
·clearly includes 

religion. 

By Mark O'Keefe 
Religion News Service 

JIADIAN, China (RNS)-The 
presses are humming at the Love of 
Christ printing plant in this industrial 
suburb of Shanghai. • 

One line is spitting out 1999 cal­
endars depicting Bible scenes. Anoth­
er turns out the monthly magazine of 
the China Christian Council. 

"This is freedom, freedom, reli­
gious freedom," shouts plant supervi­
sor Xu Minghan over the churn of 
machinery. "We can print anything 
we need!" 

Yet in the industrial town of 
• Zhengzhou, 400 miles 
away, Zhen Shuqian is 
suffering, not celebrat­
ing. 

Zhen, the leader of 
the Fancheng Christian 
Fellowship, kneels on 
the floor. He moans in 
prayer, trying to decide 
whether he should be 
among the first to pub­
licly challenge a gov­
ernment with a long 
track record of crushing its dissidents. 

"We have been persecuted for so 
long," he prays. ' 'Do you want us to 
speak out now? .... We have been so 
careful, but we still get arrested." 

Xu, with his printing plant, and 
Zhen, with his prayers to stop perse­
cution, illustrate how China's Chris­
tians are polarized regarding their re­
lationship with the gov.ernment. 

Few would dispute that, compared 
with the Cultural Revolution of 1966-
76, when all religion was outlawed, 
this is a golden age of religious free­
dom. Official religious leaders point 
to the existence of 10 million Protes­
tants. Twenty mill_ion copies of the 
Bible have been printed since 1980. 

"Americans cannot imagine what 
is happening today in terms of Chi­
na's religious policy," said Xu, the 
printing supervisor and vice president 
of East China Theological Seminary, 
which is adding buildings to accom-
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ON THE RUN Zhang Rongliang, who leads an illegal house-church network in China, reads a letter from one of the 
estimated 10 million believers in his far-flung flock. Zhang, who has been imprisoned three times, is always on the 
move. (RNS photo by Benjamin Brink) • 

modate a waiting list 
of students. 

Yet Zhen and oth­
er underground Christian leaders said 
oppression- not tolerance- is in­
creasing in China. 

These underground Christian lead­
ers describe lives as fugitives. They 
speak of campaigns of harassment, 
scores of arrests and jail terms that 
routinely include torture with the 
dreaded "dian bang," or electric stick. 

Why is one group of Christians 
satisfied and the other oppressed? 

The answer lies in the way these 
two groups respond to the Chinese 
government's·profound need to con­
trol. 

The Chinese government demands 
authority over nearly every aspect of 
citizens' lives, from family planning 
to the stock market. This control is 
more political and social than reli­
gious, but it clearly includes religion. 
Each church must register with the 
Religious Affairs Bureau, which, 
along with local authorities, governs 

church activities. 
The official; or "registered," · 

churches have agreed to comply with 
government orders. They see it as a 
practical matter, irrelevant to their 
spiritual lives. In philosophy and ap­
proach, these churches resemble 
mainstream Protestant denominations 
in the United States. 

Members of the underground, or 
"house church," movement refuse to 
register on the grounds that doing so 
requires submission to a government 
hostile to unbridled Christianity. They 
cite biblical passages that, in their in­
terpretation, command them to resist 
such earthly authority. 

Nearly all the dissidents fall under 
a theological umbrella that in the Unit­
ed States would be called evangelical. 

These underground Christians say 
they have at least as many believers 
as the official churches and possibly 
many times more. 

Chongwenmen Christian Church 
in Beijing is China's largest registered 
Protestant church. Services draw more 
than 2,500 people to seats inside the 
church and outside, where monitors 
broadcast the services. 

. Li Peiying, a 34-year-old seminary 
graduate and pastoral assistant, said 
that 10 years ago, only 300 people at­
te.nded on an average Sunday. 

As a registered church, Chongwen­
men complies with Decree No. 145, 
"Regulation Governing Venues for 
Religious Activities," written in 1994. 

Human Rights Watch/Asia says 
these requirements effectively squelch 
the free practice of religion. In a 1997 
report, the human rights group said 
that by requiring registration, the gov­
ernment can .block the selection of 
clergy, supervise financial affairs and 
veto building programs. 

Publication of Bibles, religious 
books, magazines and other materials 
is subject to government scrutiny, as 
are seminary students. Proselytizing • 
among citizens younger than 18 is 
forbidden. Sermons can be checked 
for content. 

Li dismisses such Western human­
rights reports. She said ministers can 
preach as they please, to whomever 
they please. She conceded there is no 
proselytizing outside church property 

but said with such booming atten­
dance, there is no need for it. ''This 
church is as free as Christian church­
es in the United States." 

What about reports of imprisoned 
church leaders? "Maybe during the 
Cultural Revolution, but I have never 
heard of this thing now." . 

People in the underground church~ 
es, however, said imprisonment is still 
a reality. As recently as Nov ._ 11, news 
reports from China said more than 140 
members of underground Protestant 
churches had been arrested. 

Zhang Rongliang said he's been 
arrested three times. Zhang has no 
printing plant, church building or sem­
inary. What he does have, he said, is 
an underground flock of 10 million 
uncompromising believers. 

In August, Zhang and 11 other 
house-church leaders met in a two­
story house just outside Zhengzhou, 
the capital ofHenan province. The 12 
men and women believe they repre­
sent at least 15 million Christians scat­
tered throughout the country. 

For the first time, several of these 
leaders decided to speak out, agree­
ing to have their pictures taken and 
names printed in the Western media. 
They said the rest of the world must 
know about their suffering, even 
though emerging from the under­
grou!ld could send them back to jail. 

Zhang, 47, emerged as the group's 
spokesman. Hesaid he travels by train 
and van to solve problems among his 
far-flung congregations, never staying 
in one place for more than four con­
secutive nights and always J.s:eeping his 
cell phone at his side. 

He said he's been on the run since 
February 1994, when he was released 
after spending 14 days in a labor camp • 
on a charge that he held unauthorized 
religious meetings with foreigners. 

He said he was in a labor camp 
from 1967 to 197 4 after being accused 
of fomenting "counterrevolutionary 
activities under the guise of religion." 
• A peasant farmer who once was a 

• communist, Zhang said he doesn't see 
himself as a · counterrevolutionary or 

. any kind of threat. 
"Tell the government," he said, 

"that we are their good friends, not 
their enemies." • 



Pakistan's Christians treated as 'second-class citizens' I 
By Mark O'Keefe 
Religion News Service 

RAWALPINDI, Pakistan (RNS) 
- According to the law, no one 
should have been able to take Seema 
and Khushi Masih's daughters away 
from them. 

According to the law, all parents 
in Pakistan-including Christian par­
ents such as the Masihs-have the 
right to raise their children in their 
own faith. 

But the law isn't always followed 
in the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. 
Particularly when it comes to Chris­
tians. 

The three girls were taken Jan. 25 
by the family's landlady and her hus­
band, who had police escorts. The 
couple claimed the children had con­
verted to Islam and should no longer 
remain in a Christian home. The 
Masihs said their daughters are still 
Christians, and even if they did con­
·vert to Islam, they should stay with 
their parents. 

But 14-year0 old Nadia, 11-year­
old Nyla and 9-year-old Nabila are 
gone, and it's unclear whether they' 11 
ever be allowed to return home. Two 
sons and another. daughter still live 
with the Masihs. 

The city magistrate overseeing the 
case admitted he decided against the 
Christians not on the basis of law but 
on public sentiment and a concern he 
could have a religious riot on his 
hands. 

''Legally speaking, they should· 
have been given to their parents," said 
Kamran Abdullah Siddiqi. 

But Siddiqi said if he did that, 
"Some crazy person would come and 
say these are the children of islam. 
They'd say we're going to chop you. 
We're going to shoot you. We're go-

• ing to-what did the KKK used to say 
in America?- lynch you.'.' 

Article 36 of Pakistan's Constitu­
tion promises to safeguard the rights 
and interests of religious minorities. 
But human rights organizations say 
that's not happening. The U.S. State 
Department agreed, citing a govern­
ment-fostered "atmosphere of reli­
gious intolerance" that has led to vio­
lence against religious minorities. In 
Pakistan, 97 percent of the population 
is Muslim; the rest is made up mostly 
of Christians but also Hindus, Bud­
dhists and other groups. 

In the 1980s, the United States 
gave Pakistan billions of dollars for 
economic development. But in recent 
years, concern that Pakistan was de­
veloping a nuclear bomb has prompt­
ed sanctions, slashing aid to millions 

CHILDREN TAKEN Only three children 
remain with Khushi and Seema Masih in 
their apartment in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, 
after a po/ice-escorted mob took away three 
of the coupie's children in January. (RNS 
photos by Benjamin Brink) 

of dollars, most for humanitarian 
work, food and counter-narcotics ef­

. forts. 
The country's decision to test nu­

clear weapons in May further cooled 
U.S.-Pakistan relations. 
. Pakistan's pattern of religious per­

secution, documented for years in 
U.S. State Department reports, could 
lead to further sanctions. 

David Forte, a professor at Cleve­
land State University and an expert on 
Islamic law who testified before Con-

. gress, said Pakistani Christians en- . 
counter the same institutionalized in­
justice African-Americans experi­
enced before civil rights. 

''.In both instances," he says, "the 
minority is disenfranchised. It has no 
effective vote. It is subject to a legal 
system arrayed against it. Arbitrary 
violence against it goes unpunished." 

Glynn Wood, a professor at the 
Monterey (Calif.) Institute oflnterna­
tional Studies who has studied Paki­
stan for 30 years, said general social 
turmoil contributes to the problem. 
''The Pakistani Christians are right in 
saying that when their people are mur­
dered,justice is not being pursued vig­
orously," he said. "But it's not being 
pursued vigorously for the rest of the 
population as well. It's very, very law­
less." 

Even some government represen-
tatives agree. . 

Ahmed B_alal, deputy director of 
the new human rights department of 
Pakistan's ministry oflaw and justice 

in Lahore, held up a newspaper and 
summarized the articles: "Federal 
minister and provincial adviser beat­
en with shoes by disgruntled crowd"; 
"Five people murdered in Lahore"; 
"Crowd charged by baton-wielding 
police in Islamabad"; "Deputy super­
intendent of police fired upon.'' 

His point: everyone-not just 
Christians- has something to fear in 
Pakistan. • 

• "Compare a Christian with a Mus­
lim citizen of this country," Bala! said. 
"Is he any less protected? The major­
ity of the people are unprotected. Ev­
eryone is unprotected.'' 

Yet Christians in Pakistan say they 
are protected even less. 

"We are unequals 
among equals," said 
M.L. Shahani, who, 
until he left the bench 

• earlier this year, was 
Pakistan's only Chris­
tian judge. 

"We are being 
treated as second-class 
citizens," said Bishop-

. elect Inayat Ejaz of the 
Church of Pakistan, a 
Protestant denomina­
tion made up of Anglicans, Lutherans, 
Methodists and members of the 
Church of Scotland, 

British missionaries brought Chris­
tianity to Pakistan in the 1800s and 
1900s. Today, no one knows for sure 
how many Chris.tians are in Pakistan, 
but they are the nation's largest reli­
gious minority group. 

Pakistani Christians are dirt poor 
in a poor country, where the average 
income is less than $500 a year. 

Fewer than half of Pakistan's citi­
zens can read and write; fewer than 7 
. percent of Christians can. Christians 
often do the low-level sanitary work, 
cleaning toilets and collecting gar­
bage, that others refuse to do. Because 
of this association with filth, Muslims 
in some parts of Pakistan will not 
touch a utensil ·used by a Christian 
unless it is washed first. 

·AsmaJehangir, chairwoman of the 
Human Rights Commission of Paki­
stan, said things are getting worse, not 
better, for Christians . . 

"Incidents are increasing. Insecu­
rities are increasing," she said. "You 
have legislation that is discriminato­
ry. You have court judgments that are 
biased. It's not just that people are 
socially discriminated against now. 
It's persecution.'' 

A practicing Muslim and an attor­
ney, Jehangir said she defends Chris­
tians because 'justice must be given 
to all.'' 

'My husband was martyred.,' pastor''s widow says 
SHEKHUPURA, Pakistan (RNS) 

- In Shekhupura, a rural area 19 miles 
from Lahore, Pakistan's third biggesi 
city, the story of Pastor Noor Alam's 
murder and the burning of his church 
has been told again and·again. 

According to Alam's widow, Sak­
ina, and his daughter, Shazia, Alam 
bought a plot ofland in 1997 and start­
ed construction of a.church. Three 
months later, according to Sakina 
Alam, a mob destroyed the church. 
Alam held the Christmas service in his 
home that year, Sakina Alam said he 

told the 25 families making up his 
Presbyterian congregation: "Even if I 
have to lay my life down for the re­
building of this church, I wilL" 

On Jan. 28, his family said, he did 
just that. 

Just after midnight, Alam heard a 
noise in the house. Walking upstairs, 
he encountered three men wearing 
bedsheets over their heads, according 
to Alam's wife and daughter. He was 
stabbed in the chest, stomach and 
above the right eye. 

"My husband was martyred," Sak-

ina Alam said. "As Jesus was cruci­
fied, and as blood dripped from his 
head, he was silent. And so was my 
husband.'' 

No one has been arrested or 
charged in the crime, but police said 
they are investigating. 

"This wasn't a religiously motivat­
ed murder," said Ghulam Rasul, the 
police officer overseeing the investi­
gation. He speculated that the three at­
tackers were robbers from outside the 
region, caught by Alam in an act of 
thievery. 

Blasphemy claims draw mobs 
RANGPUR, Pakistan (RNS}-Under Pakistan's blasphemy 

law, a mere complaint by a private citizen can result in 1m 
arrest. without a warrant, even if there is no evidence. • 

Bail is often h~rd to obtairi or not granted at all .. 
Former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto tried to amend the 

law 1:>yt backed away When radical tsla[liC gro~ps qalledfor 
·the de.ath of anyone supporting change. • • • • • 

According to Compass Direct, an American-based •·•·· '. 
Christian new$,.~ervice that monitors w9rldwide,)'eliglou$ <; .. 

6 per.:,ec~tion, rpore than a dozen people have beenjailecf on \ .... 
, blasptie,my ch.~rge~Jn t~e past~ev~n years. ~p_one h~~J:>een: .. ; -
.J executed,• thotighfquchave .be,en sentenqedtq ge~th ~99 fjye,, ;;, 

hay!:) been ki[led while in custody, the 9rganization. sayS,t' • • • 
• '/•·· '10 April/f YQOQQ P~ki~tani_Ghristian; 1YU~ \ 

Maslh, .was conde111neci:f9 qeatQfqr au~ge,c11~ • 
,:making ,l_positive' referenqeJo Salinan _i'.;o, 
"{Rushdie'.s book'ff.MSatanicVerses!I WI ••• • •• 

:.'.':. :-:.•<~'-:'='::::_ ~• • :,f-,·';/.::c=-"·;::_.~,, ,i ;:•>'/:·>/:\' .;:·''.·•\:;·.:;/·_::(;<,'•-•i:,';:-;:,.;' '' ),--:, ·,\' •~-:=;;-··,c:·\: 

>. f.raQ1an rnl!g1ousteaqers have declared • 
ph~l1].9ll.$i};} •~/ :. "'ii·••·•···· .. ··• ;<·•·•···•··· 
t9mc1tj:,Cat99li¢ ,HJ~99~.Johg:Wp$e • 
asih'.s· defen$e;"'10:~·g~velopm~hr 

;tnMuslimsand'Gn1 •• ,,< ···"· · ·, , •• 
:otes.f1JHg.~i$tio#Rii 
JppottijrsJaiILn~·.d1 .ttenti ~ c:<,L.• ,.zr,,c,·-··· " 

··mra 
.... :,·•··tt· 

,. ;; blaspheinef bya Pakistani , 
igyin fro'ntpfher school, Sfit 
• me so. they ca'rf,ki/1 me, !'. sf, 
\\{/.=:, :·:,·:::::·: ''·:•:":c:i){\i:\()':/\!)t,:i\::L:t:ttJt::.,, 
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Rel~gio·n inflames sides in Sudan's bloody c~~il· war 

BURNED UP, NOT OUT 
A congregation sings and 

worships amid the remains_ 
of a Catholic church that 

was set afire by soldiers in 
Maper Giir, Sudan. (RNS 

photos by Benjamin Brink) 

By Mark O'Keefe 
• Religion News Service 

A WEIL, Sudan (RNS)- Geng 
Kuack Athiang lost a childhood of 
playing in the trees withfriends when 
soldiers on horseback stormed into his 

. village and captured him. He said he 
was sent into slavery and given an Is­
lamic name. 

Achol Deng Ngong lost her inno­
cence after a similar attack on another 
village separated her from her hus­
band and child. As a slave, she said, 
she became the concubine of a master 
who forced her to face Mecca and 
pray. 

Peter Mayen Akot lost the church 
he helped build when soldiers scaled 
its roof and. tore down a large cross 
that was the Roman Catholic commu­
nity's most sacred symbol. Akot said 
he watched from a hiding place as the 
church went up in flames. 

Such stories are common in the 
southern part of Sudan, Africa's larg-· 
est and poorest country, where perse­
cution of Christians in the name of 
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Islam has become a hallmark of a bru­
tal civil war. 

The Christians don't blame Islam, 
which, like Christianity, is by defini­
tion a peace-loving religion. But they 
do blame a northern military regime 
for turning a decades-old conflict into 
a j~had, or "holy war," targeting the 
black Christians of southern Sudan. 

In Sudan, the boundary between 
north and south has long been consid­
ered a dividing line between an Arab­
Muslim culture and an African one 
that incorporates Christianity and trib­
al religions. 

In the first half of this century, a 
colonial British government chan­
neled Christian missionaries to the 
south while prohibiting Islamic pros­
elytizing. The two sides have been at 
war almost continuously since the 
·British left in 1956. An 
estimated 1.5 million 
people have died in the 
fighting. Meanwhile, 
famine brought on by 
the conflict has killed 
or threatened more 

than a million people. . 
This is a war about culture, lan­

guage, race, political systems and al­
locations of natural resources . . 

It is also about religion. 
Bona Mawal is a consultant to the 

Sudan People's Liberation Army, the 
rebels of the south. He credits Chris­
tian nuns and priests with giving him 
and nearly all . the learned people of 
southern Sudan an education . . • 

Mawal, 60, has degrees in econom­
ics, journalism and international af­
fairs. He has taught African history at 
Oxford University in England. 

He said he has lost 19 brothers to 
the war. 

"This is attempted genocide," he 
said. "It's an effort to wipe out an Af­
rican group. That African group hap­
pens to be largely Christian, which 

makes their urge to 
commit genocide 
even stronger." 

Since 1993, the 
United States has con­
sidered Sudan a state 
sponsor of terrorism. 
A congressional man­
date forbids U.S. ec9-
nomic or military aid 
to such countries. Al­
though humanitarian 
aid has not been cut 

off, the United States last year im­
posed an embargo forbidding most 
companies from trading with Sudan. 

In 1983, the Arab government of 
northern Sudan instituted strict Islam­
ic law in the entire country. Then came 
a 1992 fatwa, a religious decree that 
gave theological justification to the 
extermination of non-Muslims. Gas­
par Biro, special investigator for the 
United Nations, said the northern gov­
ernment publicly supported this. 

A northern political party- the 
Umma Party, comprised mostly of 
Muslims- is aligning itself with the 
rebels of ~e south while accusing the 
government of distorting Islamic prin-
ciples. • 

Mohammed Abdglrhman Salih, an 
Umma Party official, shook his head 

as he inspected a southern Sudanese 
village recently attacked in the name 
of his.religion. ''They just talk about 
Islam to gain support from the Mus­
lims in the north," Salih said. "We 
condemn this." 

Abdullahi An-Nairn, an expert in 
Islamic law from northern Sudan who 
now teaches at Emory University's 
law school in Atlanta, said, "To call it 
jihad does not make it jihad in Islam­
ic terms." The use of the term, he said, 
meets neither the classic military def­
inition nor the common usage of ji­
had, which for most Muslims means 
"struggle" or "effort" on behalf of 
Allah, and has nothing to do with war. 

That may be true, said Roman 
Catholic Bishop Marcus Gassis. But 
it doesn't negate the fact that Chris­
tianity and its followers have been sin­
gled out for destruction in the name 
of another religion. "It's religious per­
secution." 

Horse-riding bands of militias pour 
down from the north to attack not only 
the villages but also their churches. 

It happened in Maper Giir on April 
4. More than 20,000 people were dis­
placed in the raid, and 436 women and 
children were captured and presum­
ably taken into slavery, says the vil­
lage's chief, John Aher Arol Aher. 

But what struck Peter Mayen Akot, 
22, and Samuel Akot Agok, 25, was 
what the troops did to the village's 
Catholic church. 

They said they watched two sol­
diers scale the thatched roof, tear off 
the church's cross and toss it to the 
ground. Another soldier threw the 
cross into the sanctuary before setting 
fire to-the structure, they said: 

"It's part of the persecution of 
Christians," Gassis said. "They want 
to wipe out even any sign of Chris­
tianity from the land." 

Akot said church attendance has 
increased since the attack, even 
though services must be held under 
trees. "This has made people even 
more determined to be Christians," 
Akot said. ''The church is even fuller 
now because of this persecution." 

..., 
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In .Egypt, Christianity allowed but not conversion 
By Mark O'Keefe 
Religion News Service 

CAIRO, Egypt (RNS)- For evan­
gelical Christians such as Luis Palau, 
nothing is as important as "making 
disciples of all nations." 

But Egypt follows the prophet 
Mohammed with equal fervor. It re­
jects the notion of converting its peo­
ple-particularly to a religion associ­
ated with the West, a religion, it's still 
remembered, that persecuted Muslims 
during the 11th century Crusades. 

That's why the gathering last Feb­
ruary at Kasr el0 Dobara Presbyterian 
Church in Cairo was so radical- and 
so dangerous. 

Palau, of Beaverton, Ore., was 
preaching that Christ is the way. The 
only way. 

Five blocks from the Nile River, 
tucked into a crowded neighborhood, 
the narrow five-story building- the 
largest Protestant church in the Arab 
world-is easy to miss on most nights. 
But that was no ordinary night. 

Worshippers jammed the sanctu­
ary and poured into nearby rooms fit- • 
ted with closed-circuit television. 
Hundreds _ more 
pressed against a gate, 
where armed police 
stood guard. 

For four nights, to 
the melody of West­
ern songs translated 
into Arabic, Palau 
preached the Christian 
messagt! of salvation 
from sin and death. 

At crusades in the 
West, converts com­
monly flock to the altar in a public ac­
knowledgment of conversion. But if 
anyone converts during this crusade, 
the rest _of the worshippers never see 
it. 

Why? Arab authorities say the ef­
fort to "save" Muslim souls, though 
not against Egyptian secular law, is 
certainly against Islamic teaching, 
which prohibits conversion and, ac­
cording to some interpretations, mer-
its punishment by death. • 

What's ;more, Muslims say such 
conversion is unnecessary because 
Islam is a more advanced relative of 
Christianity, recognizing both Jesus 
and Mohammed. 

"If you're a Muslim, _ you're a 

. -, .-.-qb!emfdi . 
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Christian-plus," says 
Mo'ti Bayoumi, dean 
of Islamic theology at 
Al-Azhar University, 
the Harvard of the Is­
lamic world, 

Although some 
point to evangelical churches like 
Kasr el-Dobara as evidence of Egypt's 
tolerance, the U.S. State Department 
and human rights organizations such 
as Amnesty International cite instanc­
es of arrest and torture of converts in 
Egypt. In addition, they allege that 
Christians are underrepresented in 
Egypt's government, discriminated 
against in education and business and 
increasingly targeted by terrorists. 

"Whoever is baptized will be per­
secuted," said pastor Menes Abdul 
Noor, who heads Kasr el-Dobara and 
hosted Palau's visit. • 

Noor said conve~ he has baptized 
face rejection by family and friends. 
As many as 10 converts a year have 

sipnJq Ghristfantty ,. <n •• •• :1'.;:i,"< ;\;;.> • 

been arrested and some have been tor­
tured, he said. 

The U.S. State Department says it 
has "credible reports" of at least two 
converts being physically abused by 
state security officers. 

Egyptian. authorities interrogate 
him almost monthly, Noor said. He 
suspects his office and telephone are 
bugged. "Am I in danger? Of course. 
So was the Apostle Paul. So was 
James, the second martyr. So was 
Stephen, the first martyr. These are the 
facts of life." 

Bven without converts, · Egypt is • 
the rriost Christian country in.the Mid­
dle East, owing to the efforts of evan­
gelists nearly 2,000 years ago. 

By the early seventh century, near­
ly all Egyptians were Christians. Acs 
cording to tradition, it was St. Mark, a 
companion of Paul, who founded the 
Egyptian Orth9~ox Church about 60 
A.D. 

• After Muslims invaded Egypt from 

Persecution law·ciJuld muddy Egypt, U.S. relations 
CAIRO, Egypt (RNS)- Egypt 

poses a unique test for a new Amer­
ican .law that requires the president 
to take action against countries that 
persecute on the basis of religion. 

American evangelicals provided 
much of the impetus for a law en­
acted by Congress in October. 

But Egypt is a key U.S. ally, act­
ing as a stabilizing force in the vola­
tile Middle East. It receives $2.1 bil­
lion a year from the United States, 
the second-largest recipient of aid 
pehind only Israel. 

The U.S. State Department has 
criticized Egypt's mistreatment of 
converts. The issue could become 
more volatile if mistreatment is cit­
ed as a reason for a sanction under 

-the new religious persecution law. 
The new law says freedom of re­

ligion is an inalienable right not just 
in the United States but everywhere, 
and it cites. international documents 
to prove its point. 

The 1948 U.N. Universal Decla­
ration of Human Rights, for which 
Egypt voted, states that every per­
son has an inherent right to worship 
as he or she pleases. That right, ac­
cording to the declaration, "includes 
freedom to change his religion or 
belief." 

But some Asian and Islamic 
countries Ii.ave argued since then that 
the religious clause of the declara­
tion strongly reflects Westerri val­
ues, at their expense. 

The 1948 U.N~ declaration cre­
ates a dilemma for Muslim coun­
tries. Do they abide by the inteina~ 
tional standard and disobey Islamic 
law? Or do they honor Islamic law 
and risk the disapproval of other 
countries? 

''The challenge for us as Muslims 
is to either subscribe to what we have 
already committed to or provide an 
alternative, universalist vision," said 
Abdullahi An-Nairn, an expert on 
Islamic law and a professor at Emo­
ry Law· School in Atlanta. "On the 
question of freedom of religion, are 
we saying Muslims have the right to 
convert others to Islam but not al­
low them the right to convert Mus­
lims to their religion?" 

Syria in the 7th century, most Chris­
tians converted to Islam. Those who 
did not are called Copts-a_ derivation 
of the word "Egyptian." According to 
government statistics, there are 6mil­
lion Copts, but Egyptian Christian 
leaders claim at least 10 million. 

Compared with some Islamic 
countries, Egypt is a haven of free­
dom: Christians walk the streets wear­
ing crucifixes. 

But that doesn't make them im­
mune. In March, Islamic militants 
wearing masks and military fatigues 
w,alked into the predominantly Chris­
tian village of Ezbet Dawoud, 300 
miles south of Cairo, and shot every­
one in sight. Thirteen men were killed. 
In February, gunmen killed nine 
Christians who were attending a youth 
meeting · at a Coptic church in Abu 
Qurqas. • 

The Egyptian government strongly 
denies that Christians .are persecuted. 
Still, shrill advertisements placed in 
American newspapers this year by the 
American, Australian, Canadian, Brit­
ish and European Coptic Associations 
hold the government responsible. 
• Privately, many Copts say their sit­
uation is more subtle and complex. 

Copts have risen to prominence in 
some business circles, but of the 400 
members of Parliament, only five are 
Christian. The nation's most influen­
tial university, Al-Azhar, is open only 
to Muslims. Students say a double 
standard exists in the way they are 
treated at colleges as well as in the 
workplace. 

Noor expects Muslim converts fo 
Christianity to continue to be mistreat­
ed. He says he will continue to preach 
and to baptize until he dies or is jailed. 

"We have to expect persecution," 
Noor says. ''This is part of our Chris­
tian faith. Why run away from it?" 

COPTS The pastor of EI­
Moal/aga Church in Cairo, 
Egypt, pauses as he 
blesses the elements of the 
Eucharist before passing 
out the bread and wine as 
symbols of Christ's Last 
Supper. The church is • 
within a cluster of "Coptic" 
churches. After Muslims 
invaded Egypt from Syria in 
the 7th century, most 
Christians converted to 
Islam. Those who did not 
are called Copts-a 
derivation of the word 
"Egyptian." (RNS photo) 
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On the road again? 
In my ministry with our Ken­

tucky Baptist Assemblies, I spend 
a great de~l of time out of the of­
fice. As a matter of fact, it's a mat-

. ter of debate as to where my of­
fice really is. 

Often I'm at Cedarrriore, some­
times at Jonathan Creek. I live in 
Louisville and do a good deal of 
work at home, and sometimes I 
am simply "in be­

. k1asf ( .. .. . .... . : • 
fl/1.li.Shaha,pj, formerly .. 

.. kist.an'.s onlxChriStianjµdge ctnp 
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instrument at this time in the life 
cycle of our camps and confer­
ence centers. 

There is so much to be excited 
about. Our ministry numbers at 
Cedarmore are running about 64 
percent ahead of where we were 
a year ago. And while we're not 
about numbers, we need people'to 
be successful in the years ahead. 

tween." 
We don't have a cen~ 

tral office, as such. 
Maybe someday the 
need will arise, but right 
now our system works 
fairly well. . • 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

If you have brougpt 
a group to Cedarmore or 
Jonathan Creek, we ap­
preciate your support. 

If you haven't, come 
see us and give us a 
chance to serve you and 
meet your needs with 
regard to conferences 
and retreats. 

One of the tasks that 
frequently takes me out • 
of the office is the op­
portunity to preach and 
speak across the state. 

I was able to make Rusty Ellison • 

We still have lots of 
space . available for 
spring, but it's going 
fast. 

several of our associa­
tional meetings for the specific 
purpose of talking about what 
God' is doing at Cedarmore and 
Jonathan Creek. I stay fairly busy, 
but it is one of my responsibili­
ties that I enjoy a great deal. 

I am privileged to travel Ken­
tucky preaching the word and 
talking about the blessings God 
continues to bring to Cedarmore 
and Jonathan Creek. 

I suppose at times my enthusi­
asm might be a little obnoxious, 
but I am so blessed to .be God's 
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Will you consider ei­
ther Cedarmore or Jonathan Creek 
for your next function? We offer 
a genuine opportunity for you to 
"retreat" and be drawn near to 
God. 

Come let us serve you in the 
near future at your Kentucky Bap­
tist conference centers. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 

If you've got plenty of life experience, you 're the type of person we want 
to hire. Sears, an industry-leading provider of home appliance repair 
information, is part of Sears Home Services, a $3 billion division of Sears, 
Roebuck and Co. We currently have part-time Permanent opportunities 
available for: 

Customer Service 
Consultants 

Some schedules include weekends. 

Qualified applicants will possess a pleasant telephone personality, 
proficient keyboard skills, and a strong work ethic. Sears offers medical/ 
dental/life insurance, 401(k), tuition assistance, paid training and much more! 

At Sears, you'll find a strong team environment and supportive 
management. When you're ready to get back to work send a resume to or 
apply in person at: 

·sears Home Services • 
9390 Bunsen Parkway 
Louisville, KY 40220 
Or call our toll-free 
Jobline at (877) 732-7742 

Ef'6 SEARS· r PA~ I Home Services t-1\W Customer Network .--·--... 
Afflrmatrve Action/Equal ODportuntty Emi:uoye, M/F/0/V 

Get your gear for VB$ '99! 
Everything you need is 
here, all in one backpack. 
It's the VBS Summit 

'1h, Sampler with good 
·~ 

~~ stuff to help your 
group climb Mt. 

Extreme. Get your 
sampler today. 

"> 
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Persecution of Christian$ both widespread & complex 
Continued from page 1 
tians are being tortured, beaten, raped, 
imprisoned, enslaved and killed- in 
large part, advocates say, because of 
what they believe. , 

Still, Christian persecution is much 
more complicated than it first appears. 

It is rarely an issue of people suf­
fering solely for their faith, as por­
trayed in emotion-charged videos and 
fund-raising letters. . 

• Instead, victims often are caught in 
a nexus of social and political as well 
as religious currents. In places such as 
Sudan, religious persecution has be­
come an instrument of war. In coun­
tries such as Egypt and Pakistan, it's 
intermingled with social tensions and 
the perception that Christianity is the 
oppressive religion of the West. 

In China, the communist govern­
ment sees Christianity not so much as 
a spiritual threat as a political one. 
Complicating that picture is the fact 
that many Chinese Christians say they 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

are experiencing a golden age of reli­
gious freedom- if they abide by the 
government's controls. 

In many parts of the world, gov- . 
ernments might have good reason to 
fear Christianity. History proves it can 
inspire followers to acts of bravery, 
and sometimes rebel­
lion, in the name of an 
invisible God who is 
seen as more powerful 
than the state. 

With its biblical 
stories of first-century 

-martyrs and Beati­
tudes saying "blessed 
are those who are per­
secuted," Christian 
philosophy is viewed 
by some as a self-ful­
filling prophecy. In China, for exam­
ple, some Christians view persecution 
as a spiritual badge of honor and a pre­
cursor for church growth .. 

"It's good for the church, like 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(BOO) 3 70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www .carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

Peace 
By Monica Haydon 

"Be anxious for nothing, but in 
everything by prayer and supplica­
tion, with thanksgiving, let your re­
quests be made known to God; and 
the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus" (Philippians 4:6-7). 

enced. They were so trusting and 
needy, and I was the one designat­
ed to meet their needs at that mo­
ment. How awesome is the peace 
God provided through those pre­
cious children. 

Even now as my two babies are 
growing up, I still experience that 
peace when I take the time to sit and 
do with them whatever they desire. 

In the past few years 
God has made these vers­
es come to life for me. As 
a college student, I have 
experienced many tense 
and stressful times. It is 
during those times that I 
have searched through 
my past, looking for mo­
ments when I felt God's 
peace the strongest, and 
it is during those times 
that God has shown me 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

They are inriocent, full of 
life, and they radiate 
God' s unconditional 
love. There is not a doubt 
in my mind that God at­
tempts to restore a little 
peace to this hurried 
world every time he 
sends a newborn into the 
loving arms of its family. 

what his peace truly is. . 
My nephews, Jordan and David 

Stephen, arrived in my family at 
two crucial points in my life. Jordy 
was. born my freshman year in high 
school, and David Stephen was 
born just before my freshman year 
in college. At these two times of 
major adjustment in my life, God 
used the touch of those precious 
babies to reassure me of his love 
and presence in life. 

I felt the strongest peace when I 
held those two angels and watched 
them sleep. It was a peace unlike 
any other peace I have ever experi-

Monica Haydon is the 
daughter of Jessie and Betty 
Haydon of Springfield. She 

is a junior majoring in both psychology 
and religion. Haydon plans to attend 
seminary, but is considering service in 
the Journeyman or US-2 program im­
mediately after graduation. Her commit­
ment to missions has led her to serve for 
the past two years in Vennpnt as a ·sum­
mer missionary. Recently she was select­
ed to participate in a mission team to 
Bosnia for several weeks in May 1999. 
Her life is an expression of bringing 
peace and whaleness to others through 
Jesus Christ. - Robert Dunston 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the re- . 
ligion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Will­
iamsburg, Ky. 40769 

growing pains with children," said 
Alleri Yuan, 84, a Chinese under­
ground church leader who spent more 
than 21 years in a labor camp. 

Peasant Chinese pastors have de­
veloped a slogan: "Prison is our sem­
inary." 

Before it became a 
political issue in the 
United States, the man­
date to find solidarity 
with suffering Chris­
tians was primarily a 
spiritual matter. 

Voice of the Mar­
tyrs, an Oklahoma­
based organization, 
has been focusing on 
persecution since 
1967. It emphasizes 

biblical passages such as 1 Corin­
thians 12:26, which tells Christians to 
care for one another as if they were 
all parts of the same body: "If one part 
suffers, every part suffers with it." 

But it was a Jewish attorney and 
Washington, D.C., power broker who 
turned persecution of Christians into 
a political issue. 

Michael Horowitz said his awak­
ening occurred in 1994, when he hired 
Geteneh Getanel, a Christian Ethiopi­
an, to live in his home and do house­
work. 

The domestic helper tried, unsuc­
cessfully, to evangelize Horowitz, 
who describes himself as a "tradition­
al conservative Jew." But in the pro­
cess, Getanel..recounted how he had 
been imprisoned for preaching in Af­
rica, then tortured by having boiling 

oil poured on the soles of his feet as 
• he was whipped by metal cables. 

. Horowitz had served as the Reagan 
administration's general counsel for 
the Office of Management and Bud­
get and as a senior fellow at the Hud­
son Institute, a nonprofit think tank 
that analyzes. public policy issues. 

Horowitz fired off letters to 143 
missionary organizations across the 
country, saying he was "pained and 

• puzzled" about their relative lack of 
interest in coming to the aid of fellow 
persecuted Christians around the 
world. 

"What struck me," Horowitz said 
recently, "is how Christian leaders 
were so intimidated in spea}cing out 

• on behalf of their own. It was a fear 
that if they did that, they would be re­
minded of all the sins that have his­
torically been made in the name of 
Christianity. But I challenged them. I 
said, 'Would you be willing to speak 
of your own virtue instead of just your 
own sins?"' 

In 1996, Horowitz drafted "A State­
ment of Conscience,"· which was 
adopted by groups including the South­
ern Baptist Convention and the Nation~ 
al Association of Evangelicals. That 
and similar efforts laid the foundation 
for the bill Congress passed this fall. 

A Jew had awakened American 
Christians to fight for their brethren 
in other parts of the world. Horowitz 
argued that if the United States fails 
to take decisive action, Christians will 

• become "the Jews of the 21st centu-· 
ry, the scapegoats of choice of the 
world's thug regimes." 

Christ-centered, now and always 
Kentucky Baptist Homes f or 

Children provides care and hope 
fo r hurting families and children 
through Christ-centered ministries. 

I really like the clarity of our 
mission statement. But I know that 
being Christ-centered means differ­
ent things to different people. There 
are two dynamics to KBHC' s defi­
nition of Christ-centered ministries. 

Judea-Christian values. We stand 
for values set forth in Scripture that 
support one husband, one wife and 
then a child as the healthiest way to 
perpetuate the human race. We hold 
fast to presenting our traditional 
family values and fove homosexu­
als and others outside them at the 
same time. 

Some people have difficulty rec­
' Let me start by saying 

that people outside the 
faith will find these dy­
namics difficult to grasp. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

onciling the two pillars of 
this definition of Christ­
centet:edness. 

Today, if you stand 
for your values, others 
mark you as a bigot. Tol­
erance, relativism and 
popular opinion are re­

. placing our moral com-

First, KBHC tries to 
create and maintain min­
istries that reflect the 
grace of God demonstrat­
ed by, and experienced 
through, faith in Jesus 
Christ, the only begotten 
Son of God. 

It doesn't matter what 
someone has done or 

pass. 
Does grace for all 

mean there can be no 
stand for values? 

failed to do. It doesn' t Bill Smithwick 
matter what has hap- ---­
pened to them. It is our viewpoint 

What must be under­
stood is that grace intrin­
sically has values. One 

without the other leads to either lib­
ertarianism or legalism. Replacing 
values with unbridled tolerance 
only cheapens the Father's perfect 
plan of reconciliation through 
Christ. 

that all children and families are 
within the reach of God' s grace. We 
do not discriminate regarding those 
we serve because we all are in need 
of his touch. 

Christ-centered ministries also 
mean we hold to some basic values. 
Something is valµed when it is sin­
gled out as being special. ' 

There are certain principles this 
agency holds as special; We strive 
to promote and model traditional 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

"What struck me is 
how Christian 
leaders were so 
intimidated in 
speaking out on 
behalf of their 
own." 
Michael Horowitz, who 
drafted ''A Statement of 
Conscience" 
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Falwell, tired of being 'token 
conservative,' launches show 

LYNCHBURG, Va. (ABP)- Saying he's tired of being the 
"token conservative" on America's "libe.ral" talk shows, 
Jerry Falwell has· launched his own weekly ~elevision talk 
show. 

"Listen America with Jerry Falwell" premiered in October 
and is rapidly expanding its viewing audience, Falwell 
reported in the December issue of his National Liberty 
Journal newspaper. 

The 60-minute program, carried on broadcast and cable 
outlets, also is available to individuals with satellite dishes. • 

By January, the program should be carried on networks 
that reach 60 million homes, Falwell said. 

The program is "distinctively different from all other talk 
shows because it is not only politically conservative but 
approaches every issue from· the Judeo-Christian 
perspective," he said. • 

"As program host, I try hard to show why CNN calls me 
the 'Godfather of the Religious Right,"' he added. "I attack 
liberalism and anti-Christian forces in the head-on, straight­
forward and hard-hitting manner as I .have while a guest on 
the network shows over the past 20 years." 

Topics of Falwell's programs to date.have included the 
year 2000 computer problem, "the gay and lesbian 
agenda," the Clinton impeachment hearings, and the 
"Disney betrayal of the family." 

Falwell's initial guests have included two veteran talk 
show hosts, Larry King and Geraldo Rivera: 

Another of his initial guests was Paige Patterson, 
president of th.e Southern Baptist Convention and president 
of Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake • 
Forest, N.C. 

"Listen America" airs live on Fridays at 10 p.m., eastern 
time. • 

It really was a special day 
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·'/'J~~s ;hll.f~J9critjuc,h:powerl'.aµd down asunconstitutjonal as4!te law McPherson was under round-the: 
.,,{UeV(fai'emor(loyal'tOisrael than favqred by ,opponents,ef a contro0 clo,;k church care. An autopsy re-

•• tc11,i;:e1;1-ss?fflingM the poU . . • ;, ve~sial late~term abortion procedure. . vealed she died of a pulmonary e,m~ 
... . :<(, .; { ' \i • • .·•·· .• ..• . ··•· • • .·· ·.,· .... ·The ~rocedure dubbed "partial-i?irth .. bolism caused by PT?longed,be~ rest • ■ SQdomy law stru1:tdoV1n. The \, abol'.tton'' by opp?nents has been at .. and severe dehydration, according to 

f;(;1~5~r~~~?~~eI11~'S?&-Stn;s~ .. ?~VJg-' )pe center of: the nation's 09going • the.NewYork Times. 

Christmas at Clear Creek 
Everyone has his or her favorite holiday, and I 

have mine. Thanksgiving has always been spe­
cial for me. Even though I came from a broken 
home and cannot remember ever having a 
Thanksgiving meal with my natural mother. and 
father, I do remember sharing Thanksgiving meals 
with my family, such as it was. 

For the past 15 years, I have had the privilege 
of spending Thanksgiving with our Oneida fami­
ly. It was a little odd at fust, eating the Thanks­

staff had parents and siblings visiting for the hol­
idays. In addition to these friends, there were our • 
dorm students, nearly 60 in all. Many of these stu­
dents live too far away to make the trip during the 
four-day break. Some could not afford the expense 
of traveling back home with the Christmas- break 
just three weeks away. Still other students either 
could not go home or chose not to go home for 
various reasons. 

The 29th annual Christmas 
Shopping Spree was Dec. 1. 
Churches and friends sent gifts and 
several thousand dollars to purchase 
additional items. Faculty and staff 
converted the .family life center 
gymnasium into a shopping mall. 

At 5 p.m. students began to 
shop, with separate shopping times 
for men, women and singles. By 7 

Hall to receive a turkey and a ba'g 
of potatoes. Don Colyer, a 1978 
alumnus, has brought a ton of pota~ 
toes the last six years. 

Friday evening, Dec. 5, the cam­
pus family gathered for a live na­
tivity and lighting of the campus 
tree. As Luke 2 was read, students 
dramatized the Christmas story. A 
large crowd went to Kelly Hall for 

giving meal-with 200 people instead of 
the traditional 15 or 20 family members. 

Over the years I have grown to love 
and appreciate the opportunity to share 
this holiday meal not only With my fam­
ily but also with many co-workers, • a 
host of students and many other Onei­
da friends. Very early on Thanksgiving 
morning, our cooks began arriving to 
prepare the rioon meal. As they do each 
year, they left their families at ho.me in 
order to prepare a delicious meal for us. 
Twenty large turkeys were put into the 
• ovens. More than 100 bowls of com, 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

By noon the foyer and sidewalk were full of 
hungry boys, girls, moms, dads and oth- , 
ers. Just after noon, we let them in to be 
seated. It was close, but with a little help 

green beans, dressing, gravy, cranber- W.F. Underwood 

finding an empty seat here and there all 
were seated. I reminded everyone of 
God's goodness to us and of the many 
Oneida friends who helped make this 
meal and our school possible. The 
blessing was offered and at the utter­
ance of "Amen," the food began to be 
passed around. Many of our internation­
al students have no idea why Americans 
celebrate Thanksgiving, but trust me, it 
doesn't take them long to enjoy the food 
just as we do. 

ry sauce and biscuits also had to be pre­
pared. Several of our girls helped prepare the meal 
and decorate the tables. We do our very best to 
make this meal as much like home as possible. 

About 11 :30 a.m. the families started to arrive. 
We do not allow anyone to enter the dining room 
until everything is prepared. Our goal is to have 
everything ready by noon. The cooks were busy 
putting all the food on the tables, filling the water 
cups arid tending to last minute details. The crowd 
outside grew larger and larger. In addition to the 
faculty and staff, there were many other guests. 
Some were parents of our students who came to 
share the meal with us. Several of our faculty and 

The turkey, dinner rolls, dressing 
and gravy always are the most popular. Initially, 
with all of the food being passed there is little time 
to eat. Finally, things begin to settle down and 
everyone is able to enjoy the delicious meal. Af­
ter seconds and a trip to the dessert table a time or 
two, the students begin to head back to the dorms 
for a nice afternoon nap. The faculty, staff and 
guests also make their way back to their homes. 

What a wonderful day it was! 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In ­
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida. Ky. 40972. www 
.oneidaschool.org 
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p.m. , everything was 
gone. One first-year stu­
dent commented, "I was 
overwhelmed by it ·all." 
A senior said, "This was 
the best shopping spree 
we've had." One couple 
who recently became 
guardians for three chil­
dren was thrilled to re­
ceive two bicycles and 
other toys. 

. The next day was Tur­
key Day, a campus tradi­

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

refreshments and sing­
ing. Students will enjoy 
Christmas even more 
when final exams end 
Dec. 18. 

Pray for seniors who 
wait for the Lord to pro­
vide a ministry opportu-

tion started in 1968 by Bill Whittaker 

- nity. Pray for new stu­
dents who move to cam­
pus in January. Pray for 
three of our staff in­
volved this month in the 
Novgorod Russia Pastor/ 
Church Planter School. 
Jay Barnett returns from alumnus Don Burnett. 

After Burnett's death in 1971, Pres­
ident Aldridge agreed for me to 
continue the event. Except for my 
years in the Philippines and last 
year, I have been present to distrib­
ute turkeys. Primarily alumni fund 
the project. 

After chapel, each full-time stu­
dent received an envelope contain­
ing $50, and 175 frozen 10- to 12-
pound self-basting turkeys awaited 
when classes dismissed at 12:50 
p.m. Cars circled in front of Kelly 

Russia Dec. 15. Bill and Loretta 
Pfoff left Dec. 5 for a six-month 
sabbatical. He will teach four cours­
es and write Sunday school materi­
al for Russia Baptist churches. Bill 
Helton and four students will be in 
Novgorod Dec. 8-23. Our Christ­
mas celebration also includes giv­
ing to the Lottie Moon Christmas 
Offering for International Missions. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College. Pine­
ville, Ky, 40977 

-~ .... 
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Don't Know Much About the Bible: Holman Concise Bible Commentary. 
Everything You Need to Know About Edited by David Dockery, Broadman 
the Good Book but Never Learned. & Holman Publishers, 1998. 681 
Kenneth Davis. William Morrow and pages. $19.99. ♦♦♦♦ 
Co., 199~. 533 pages. $25-♦♦♦♦♦ • Ordinarily, I find one-volume Bi-
(out of five) ble commentaries a bit like drinking 

Kenneth Davis observes that while skim milk. The bare necessities are 
there are more than 3,000 English ver- present, but the taste is thin and wa­
sions of the Bible, "most of us don't tery. But David Dockery has compiled 
know much about the Bible." This a surprisingly useful book. While one 
book is Davis' at;tempt to remedy that. should not expect to find in-depth help 

Not exactly a Bible on a particular passage, the 
tary ·d & DON'T KNOW "C • B"bl C co~en .. or a, eiense MUCH ABOUr o,~c1se . 1 e o_mmen-

of Scnpture, Don t Know THE BIBLE tary provides a satisfacto-
Much" draws the reader ···· ········ ···· · · ···· ·······•·· ······ ··· ry overview of each book 
into the fascinating world and highlights most of 
of the Bible, its characters their major themes. 
and its message. While staying within 

Though not a Biblical the strictures of an inerran-
scholar (he is a historian), tist view of Scripture, the 
Davis often highlights I ~~~~~ authors nonetheless deal 
parts of the Biblical narra- KtNNt.TH C. DAv1s soundly and fairly with dif-
tive overlooked in more "'";~:;~;:,:';;;:;;:;~::;'."f,:.:::;••·•• fering viewpoints. For ex-
traditional commentaries. ample, in dealing with the 
For example,'Esau, though often por- authorship of the Pentateuch, Eugene 
trayed as the fool, actually presents a Merrill, while leaning toward Mosaic 
model of grace and reconciliation. On authorship, surveys without prejudice 
occasion, while being impressed with the differing theories. 
an insight, I was frustrated by the lack A particularly useful feature of this 
of footnotes or citations which would commentary is the use of sidebars and 
allow me to verify Davis' assertion, charts. Dockery does an excellent job 
such as his contention that the num- of using them to study words, explore 
ber 666 is a Greek letter code for Nero, certain themes, compare and contrast 
emperor of Rome. differing movements and schools of 

Davis might frustrate those look- thought as well as to chart historical 
ing for affirmation of a literalist inter- timelines. 
pretation, but he comes through as a Iwouldn'trecommendapastoruse 
man of faith who believes the Bible this book as a primary source for Bi­
has been negl~ted too long. His book ble study, but it could be a place to 
will aggravate, challenge and surprise. tum to refresh one's memory or to 
But most of all it might get you to read guide a reader to more in-depth re­
your Bible. Jim Holladay sources. This commentary would be 

a worthy edition to any church library 
or an excellent Christmas gift for Sun­
day school teachers. Jim Holladay 

Faith and Ethics: Tough Choices for 
the 21st century. Howard Roberts. 
Smyth and Helwys, 1998. 176 pages. 
$18. ♦♦♦♦ • • 

Roberts begins his book by ad­
dressing a unique foundational is­
sue- how we deal with death. Rob- • 
erts contends we first must 
learn how to deal with our 
own mortality in order to 
fully address other ethical 
issues. The way we face 
our own mortality, he says, 
indicates our true colors. 
By confronting this topic 
we learn we must pin our 
hopes on God' s mercy and 
not our own goodness. 

The discussions that 
follow in Roberts' book 
are more conversations than academ­
ic essays. Chapters lay out the facts of 
an issue as Roberts sees them and then 
apply the basic elements of faith in 
order to move the reader to a response. 
Each chapter concludes with a s.eries 
of questions that provide a good basis 
for group discussion. 
• Following chapters about poverty, 

AIDS, aging, gender, racism, plural­
ism, peace and ecology, Roberts con­
cludes by looking at some specific is­
sues related to death that still are in 
flux for him- assisted suicide and 
genetic testing and engineering. Be­
cause Roberts has considered his eth­
ical discussions in light of. how we 
face death, his final discussion under-

3 great gifts from 

DALEY 
OBSERVATIONS 
The best of C.R. Daley's 
Western Recorder 
editorials 
75 of the best writings by 
C.R. Daley, former editor 
of the Western Recorder. 
The perfect gift for a pas­
tor, church leader or anyone 
who wants-to better under­
stand the history of Kentucky 
Baptists. $15/softcover 

• Real Life magazine 
Practical resources for 
Kentucky Families . 

The holiday issue of Real Life 
tells how faith and Bible vers­
es helped June Mumme 
overcome her fears after 
breast cancer surgery·. 

Real Life is a great gift 
for anyone you want to 
.share an encouraging word 
with throughout the year. 
$10.60 for one year's subscription; 
less for bulk subscriptions 

scores that all ethical issues continue 
to be impacted by developing technol­
ogy that force us to rethink issues of 
life and death. Wayne Hager 

Ready, Set, Read! A Start-to-Finish 
Reading Program any Parent Can 
Use. Barbara Curtis. Broadman and 
Holman Publishers. 1998. 166 pages. 
$9.99. ••• • 

The pµrpose of this book is to pro­
vide some guidelines for 
parents to ensure that their 
children will not only learn 
to read buf develop a real 
.love for reading. 

The author assumes 
that any parent capable of 
reading this book can fol- • 
low the suggested basic 
program and teach a child 
to read. In order to do this, 
Curtis suggests three stag- • 
es in reading, which also 

form the book divisions- ready, set 
and read. At each stage, which corre­
sponds to two-three ye~ of develop­
ment, Curtis outlines an interactive 
program that. brings parent and child 
together in the journey toward read­
ing. The programs are easy to follow 
and include helpful synopses of re­
search that validate the program steps. 

At the core of each chapter is a bib­
liography. The list includes familiar 
classics as well as new Christian liter­
ature. The balance between the two is 
good and helpful. Overall this is an 
encouraging book and is worthy of 
being considered as one resource par­
ents can use to prepare their children 
for the future. Wayne Hager 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact thein 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

I I I I 

Western Recorder 
Practical Resources 
for Christian Living 

The Western Recorder 
remains your best 
source for news about 
Baptists. 

For a gift your 
church secretary is sure 
to love, put your church's 
newsletter on the back of the 
Western Recorder and let us take 
care of postage and mailing lists. 
$10.60 for individual subscriptions; 
less for group subscriptions 

For more information, call (502) 244-6470 in Louisville or toll-free (888) 254-5728 statewide. Or send check to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland and Tanzania: 
■ Robert and Barbara • 

Springle who will leave 
Warsaw, Poland, Dec. 

14 for a six-month 
furlough in the United 

States. Springle is pastor 
of the International 
• Baptist Church in 

Warsaw. 
• Missionary 

Journeyman Melody 
Ragains as she works 

with youth at the Bytom 
church in Gliwice, 

. Poland. 
■ Missionaries Charles 
and Carolyn Dixon who 

work with the Luguru 
people of Tanzania and 
Urban· Morogoro. They 
are asking God to raise . 

up intercessors for their 
work. 

■ The Tongwe people 
group of western 

Tanzania who have little 
access to the gospel ;uj(f, 
are involved in witchcraft ·' 

and magic. Ask God to 
inspire Tanzanian 

Baptists to start church­
planting work among the 

Tongwes. 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ BOWLING GREEN- The choir • ■ HEBRON- Hebron Church will 
and orchestra of Living Hope Church present "Christmas is Calling You 
will present "Come Celebrate Christ- Home" Dec. 17-19, 7 p.m. His Kid.s 
mas," Dec. 12, 7 p.m.; Dec. 13, 6 p.m.; will present, "It All Happened In The 
Dec. 14, 7 p.m. For free tickets call Country" Dec. 13, 7 p.m. For infor­
(502) 843-9462. Brad Johnson is mation, call (606) 689-7282: Ryan 
pastor. Wagers is pastor. 
■ BURLINGTON- Bullittsburg ■ HENDERSON- Immanuel Tern­
Church will present a live nativity pie will have a classic Christmas ser­
Dec. 11,12,18 & 19. Dec: 13 the Val- vice of traditional carols and songs 
ley Boys will sing. For information, Dec. 13 at 6:30 p.m. Th~ chancel choir 
call (502) 689-4945. Ronald Stinson . will present "Merry Christmas Hend­
is pastor. erson" Dec. 20, 6:30 p.m. A candle­
■ CRAB ORCHARD- Liberty light service will be Christmas Eve, 
Church licensed Lonnie Edwards to 6:30 p.m . .Joby Tricquet is pastor. 
the gospel ministry. Robert Colliils • ■ HOPKINSVILLE-Casky Church 
is pastor. adult choir will present "Rejoice, 0 
■ CRESTWOOD- Ballardsville Earth" at Chapel House, Dec. 16, 6 
Church held a prayer and offering ser- p.m.; Dec. 20, 11 a.m. worship ser­
vice for the Honduras disaster relief vice. Preschool children's choir will 
effort, raising more than $27,000. present "Why We Sing Carols," Dec. 
Tommy Purvis is pastor. 20, 6:30 p.m. Bob Morgan is pastor. 
■ CORBIN- Amy Schlayer has re- ■ KEVIL-Newton Creek Church 
signed as associate minister at First will present a live nativity scene Dec. 
Church. Barry Howard is pastor. 18-19, 6 p.m. Rodney Cude is pas­
■ ERLANGER- Anchor Church tor. 
called Darryl Crenshaw as pastor. ■ LOl)ISVILLE- Third Avenue 
■ GLENCOE-Bill Graham, former . Church adult choir will present "Re­
pastor of Pride Church in Sturgis, has . flections of Christmas," Dec. 20, 
been called to Ten Mile Church. 10:50 a.m. D~vid Green is pastor. 

■ MORNING VIEW- Oak Island 
Church has called Glenn Straus­
baugh as pastor. 
■ OWENSBORO- Bell evue 
Church will present "A Bellevue 
Christmas 1998" Dec. 13, 4 p.m. & 7 
p.m. For free tickets call (502) 685-
5103. Gregory Faulls is pastor. 

Lolete Dotson, retired Internation­
al Mission Board missionary to Ni­
geria, . will be at Seven Hills Church 
on Dec. B. Dotson will speak in the 
10:30 a.m. service and lead a mission 
study at 5 p.m. T.A. Prickett is pas­
tor. 
■ PARIS- Jay Robison has re­
signed as pastor of Central Church. 
Robison has accepted the pastorate of 
Trinity Church, Lexington. Former 
pastor, Don Carroll has been called 
as interim pastor of Central Church. 
Carroll retired from White Sulphur 
Church, Georgetown. 
■ PADUCAH- Leigh Ann Sum­
mers, Bellview Church, has been se­
lected to serve.as a Kentucky Acteen 
Panelist: E. Lee James is pastor. 

Paducah First Church licensed 
David Melber, director of activities, 
to the gospel ministry. The sanctuary 
choir and instrumentalists will present 
"Candle Light Christmas Special" 
Dec. 20, 6 p.m. A candlelight com­
munion service will be held Christmas 
Eve, 5 p.m. Kevin McCallon is pas-

m·~ 

~i1t!t! 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: First Baptist Church 

of Chattanooga, Tenn., is receiving re­
sumes for the position, minister of 
youth and recreation. This person will 
be one of six pastoral staff equippers 

. for a congregation which supports 
both the Southern Baptist Convention 
and the Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship. FBC is a. regional congregation 
averaging 600 to 650 on Sundays with 
a resident membership of 1,300. In-' 
elusive in its theology and creative in 
its approach to ministry, FBC is seek­
ing a high energy person who reflects 
this perspective. Applicants should be 
comfortable with liturgical and con­
temporary services. Resumes and ref­
erences should be mailed to: Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 401 
Gateway Ave., Chattanooga, TN 
37402 by Jan. 15, 1999. 

FOR SALE: Update your sound 
system. Two Electrovoice-interface 
audio mixing consoles, 32-channel 
modular. List $16,500 each; asking 
$4,900 each. Jim Cottrell, Severns 
Valley Baptist, (502) 765-7822, 862-
9586. 
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SEEKING: Grayson County Bap­
tist Association is currently accepting 
resumes for the part-time and/or bi vo­
cational position of director of mis­
sions. Resumes will be accepted until 
Jan. 10, 1999. All applicants will be 
prayerfully considered. Interested par­
ties may submit to: Denver Blain, 
chairman of DOM Search·Committee, 
498 Mulberry St., Leitchfield, KY 
42754. 

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist 
Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., is seek­
ing a full-time minister of education 
·and administration to lead a fully de­
veloped education ministry and to 
admiriister financial and personnel 
matters. Calvary averages more than 
1,000 in morning worship (800 in 
Sunday school) and about 500 on 
Sunday evenings. Calvary is located 
adjacent to the University of Alabama. 
Send resume to: Personnel Commit-

. tee, Calvary Baptist Church; 1121 
Paµl W. Bryant Drive, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35401 . Resumes will be accepted 
thru Jan. 31, 1999. (205) 758-0495 for 
more information. 

· SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and worship. Please send re­
sume to Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 
8645 Kenwood Road, Ciricinnati, 
Ohio 45242. 

SEEKING: Minister to children, 
part-time (20 hours/week). Principle 
function would be to assist church 
program leaders in developing a com­
prehensive ministry to preschoolers 
and children, grades 1-6. Please send 
resume with references to: Dr. Scott 
Kilgore, Living Hope Baptist Church, 
1805 Westen Ave., Bowling Green, 
KY 42104. 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
of music. Ability to balance music 
(hymns, choruses) and to lead adults 
and children. Music experience/train­
ing preferred. Submit resume to: Mu­
sic Minister Search Committee, Han­
son Baptist Church, P.O. Box 326, 

· Hanson, KY 42413. 
SEEKING: Church secretary; 30-

35 hours/week. Send resume to: 
Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church, 3821 . 
Hunsinger Lane, Louisville, KY 
40220. 

tor. 
Park A venue Church called Her­

shel Spears as pastor. Spears is a 
Christian school teacher. 

Twelfth Street Church called An­
drew Lampkins as part-time youth 
minister. Denzel Dukes is pastor. 
■ SAL VISA-Jim Hensley has re­
. tired as pastor of Sal visa Church and 
is available for supply, interim and 
revivals. To contact, call (606) 734-
4992. 
■ SOMERSET- Pleasant Hill 
Church will present "Journey to Be- · 
thlehem," a re-creation of Bethlehem, 
Dec. 17-20, 6-9 p.m. For information, 
call (606) 679-3402. Larry O'Bryan 
is pastor. 

Bob Browning resigned as pastor 
of Somerset First. Browning has ac­
cepted the pastorate at_ Smoke Rise 
Church, Stone Mountain, Ga. 

Somerset First will present its Liv­
ing Christmas Tree Dec. 12, 7:30 p.m. 
and Dec. 13, 5 & 7:30 p.m. For free 
tickets call (606) 678-5106. The 
Young Musicians II Choir will present 
"The Late Great Potentate" musical, 
Dec. 20, 7 p.m. 
■ WHITESBURG- First Church 
called Angie Tate as director of chil­
dren and youth. Tate previously 
served as a student director in Hawaii 
through the North American Mission 
Board. Tony Brown is pastor. 

Professors promoted 
CAMPBELLSVILLE- Camp­

bellsville University recently promot­
ed several professors. They include: 

I Elaine David, from assistant pro­
fessor of sociology to associate pro­
fessor. 

I Beth Kemper, from instructor of 
English to assistant professor. 

I Nevalyn Moore, from instructor 
of music to assistant professor . . 

I Ted Taylor, from assistant pro­
fessor of Christian studies to associ­
ate professor. 

I Donna Pirouz, from assistant pro­
fessor of modern foreign language to 
associate professor. 

I John Hurtgen, from assistant pro­
fessor of Christian studies to associ­
ate professor. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister to 
youth; 20 hours/week. Send resume 
to: Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church, 
3821 Hunsinger Lane, Louisville, KY 
40220. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister 
who uses music as a tool for leading 
worship and reaching others for 
Christ. Call Westport Baptist Church 
at (502) 222-0745, or send a resume 
to: Search Committee, Westport Bap­
tist Church, 6415 Washington St., 
Westport, KY 40077. 

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist 
Church of Tuscaloosa, Ala., is seek­
ing a full-time minister of music to 
lead a fully developed music minis­
try. Calvary is located adjacent to the 
University of Alabama and averages 
more than 1,000 in morning worship 
and about 500 on Sunday evenings. 
Send resume to: Personnel Commit­
tee, Calvary Baptist Church, 1121 
Paul W. Bryant Drive, Tuscaloosa, • 
AL 35401. Resumes will be accepted 
thruJan. 31, 1999. (205) 758-0495 for 
more information. 
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New FROG bracelets making a riveting-impression I 
By Ed White 
Religion News Service 

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (RNS) 
-So you're familiar with WWJD, the 
spiritual and marketing phenomenon 
that has teenagers asking, "What 
would Jesus do?" But are you ready 
to leap to FROG? 

An Indiana company says it has the 
answer: Fully Rely On God, or 
FROG. 

Like WWJD, those four letters and 
the web-footed amphibian are appear­
ing on pins, bracelets, coffee mugs, 
shirts, caps, magnets and more. 

Dicksons Inc. said it has sold more 
than 500,000 FROG bracelets nation-

- wide since spring. The products, avail­
able through Christian bookstores, are 
mostly aimed at young people or lead­
ers of youth groups. They sell for 98 
cents. 

"We are selling a lot of it, although 
the boom is not nearly as large as 
WWJD. It's still in its infancy," said 
Chris Tromp, manager of Christian 
products store in Grandville, Mich. 
"It's a breath of fresh air. To me, the 
statement is powerful." • • 

Jeff Johnson, 13, said he believes 
he's in good hands with FROG 
around his wrist. 

"When I took a test at school, I 
thought, 'What am I going to do?' I 
looked at my bracelet and said, 'Fully 
rely on God.' I got an A-plus. It gives 
me confidence," the eighth-grader 
said. "I wear it in the shower." 
• In January, his mother, Anna 

Johnson, is taking FROG bracelets, 
pencils and T-shirts to the children of 
Evangelical Free Church missionaries 
in Europe. · 

"WWJD is great, but it seems like 

it's everywhere. It can lose its mean­
ing," she said. "This is something 
new. The kids are going to think the 
frog symbol is neat." • 

Dicksons, based in Seymour, Ind., 
has been marketing Christian inspira­
tional goods for 55 years. Its 71-page 
catalog offers a variety of products, 
from bookI:narks and Bible games to 
scented candles and anointing oils. 

Recognizing the wide appeal of 
WWJD, the company's sales crew 
decided "we needed to take the next 
step," said marketing chief Steven 
Mohler. 

"WWJD bracelets have given kids 
something to start conversations. It's 
running its course," he said; "We're 
giving them something new to talk 
_about. What would Jesus do? He 
would fully rely on God .... Frogs are 
something accepted in the secular and 
Christian market. This fit right in." 

Dicksons has protected its new 
products by getting trademarks for 
FROG and the phrase~ Rely On 
God. . ---. . 

Did the company see a potential 
gold mine? _ 

"We are in business to help our 
bottom line. No .question," Mohler 
said. "But our mission is to serve cus­
tomers by creating and distributing 
biblically-based gift products." 

WWJD has its roots in Holland, 
Mich., where it was developed at Cal­
vary Reformed Church by youth lead­
ers Janie Tinklenberg and brothers 
Ken and Mike Freeman. 

Ken Freeman, who promotes 
WWJD products through Lesco Corp. 
of Lansing, Mich., said FROG w'as 
displayed at a recent convention of 
Christian stores in Dallas. -

"Is it competition? Oh, sure,'' he 

said. "But that's what this is all about: 
People finding the next message, 
evangelizing. Some people are even 
putting WWJD backwards to say, 
'DevilJust Won't Win.' We're work­
ing on samples now." 

Leaders of some Christian youth 
groups in West Michigan said FROG 
hasn't caught fire yet Brian Bosscher 
didn't discover it until last month 
when he was given pins while attend­
ing a retreat that emphasized reliance 
on God. 

"I think it has even more value than 
WWJD," said Bosscher, director of 

Youth Unlimited, which offers lead­
ership training to youth pastors. ''The 
imitation of Christ has to flow out of 
a dependency on him. 

"I think there will always be a mar­
ket for something like this," he said. 
"When they wear a bracelet, Christian 
kids are making a subtle statement on 
where they stand spiritually. You see 
a bracelet- 'Oh, there's another 
Christian. I can connect.' 

"On the other hand, there's no 
guarantee that wearing a bracelet 
transforms someone into a follower of 
Christ." 

Kidney transplant an unexpected gift from an unlikely source 
By David Briggs 
Religion News Service 

being completely healed," said Daniel ''There's no way, if I felt the Lord 
Wood, pas.tor of the suburban Cleve- leading me to do something, that I 
land church. "But the miracles here would allow anybody to stop me from 

LYNDHURST; Ohio (RNS)------' seemed to be more in tune with what doing it," Harrill said. 
The first two times Diana Harrill felt God was doing in Diana and Toni." At a church retreat last fall, Harrill 
God speaking to her, the voice was Harrill joined First Assembly in reassured Whatley that she was pre­
soft and asked her to pray for Toni 1977. As the church attracted more I pared for any outcome. 
Whatley's miraculous healing.. black memoers, some whites left, but "I'm not afraid of dying," she said. 

But the third time Harrill believes "I thought it was great," Harrill said. "I felt I would be in heaven anyway, 
God spoke to her she sensed that this Early last year, Whatley was just and that's got to be a whole lot better 
-was more of a joint venture: God an acquaintance in 1--!arrill's Sunday place than here. I felt I was in a win-
wanted her to donate one of her own school class. win situation.'.' 
kidneys to a woman who was barely - Whatbroughtthetwotogetherwas Today, the two women are close 
more thaµ an acquaintance. Whatley's decision to share her -pain friends. 

So began the spiritual journey of of undergoing dialysis three days a "She's such a beautiful person. I 
two remarkable women-Harrill, a week, a regimen that barely left her just delight when I see her," Harrill 
47-year-old white woman raised in a enough strength for anything other said. 
suburb, and Whatley, a 46-year-old than work as a telephone operator at "IknowGodhasasenseofhumor 
black woman who had overcome the Cleveland Clinic and attending • in how he put Diana and me togeth­
racial hatred of school integration in church. er," adde.d the cherubic-faced What­
Cleveland to find the faith to accept For 40 days in the spring of 1997, ley, whose peaceful countenance con­
an extraordinary gift from a white per- Harrill joined with others in a liquid trasts with the thin, intense Harrill. 
son. fast and sustained prayer for Whatley Whatley, as a 7- and 8-year-old, 

In a medical world where the gift to be healed of her kidney disease. was assigned with other gifted minor-
of a kidney from an unrelated living When Whatley was not healed, ity students to a school where at times 
donor is almost unheard of- it's been Harrill said she began to hear the voice they literally had to run for their lives 
an "oh wow" moment, said Berna- of God urging her to do more. When from adults whose faces were filled 
dette Koshla, a transplant nurse at she understood God calling her to be with hatred at having black children 
University Hospitals of Cleveland akidneydonor,shedidnotevenknow • in their community. 
until her retirement in August. if such a transplant was possible be- • When Whatley chose First Assem- • 

At the First Assembly of God tween people of different races. bly in 1981, it was in part an inten-
Church in Lyndhurst, Ohio, what's As blood test after blood test came tional stalement that segregation may 
transpired is nothing short of a mira- back positive, Harrill's decision was be unavoidable in other parts of her 
cle. __ confirmed. The worries of her hus- life, but it had no place in church. 

''When I think of a miracle, I think o~d son did not weaken her re- But it was not until Whatley found 
of Toni waking up one morning and solve. -...____ .. • the strength to discuss her condition 

'-

before her Sunday school class that 
her life would change. 

When Harrill approached her 
about being a kidney dpnor, Whatley 
said, "I was very pleasantly surprised 
and speechless all at the same time." 

After nearly five years of a life 
pretty much divided between work 
and dialysis, she remembers coming 
home from the hospital and enjoying • 
a Wednesday afternoon. 

"It has not only been a blessing for 
me as far as _how my life has changed,_ 
it's been a special blessing experienc­
ing the love of Christ to that magni­
tude," she said. "I, from this experi­
ence, learned how to receive gracious­
ly, with open arms, and it's been a 
wonderful gift." 

FROG Je.ff Johnson and his 
mother and sister model 
FROG wrist bracelets. The 
98-cent bands seek to 
answer the question "What 
would Jesus do?" with 
"Fully rely on God." (RNS 
photo) 

ALMOST UNHEARD OF 
Friends, family and the 
local medical community 
have been impressed by 
the gift Diana Harrill ( right) 
made of a kidney for fellow 
church member Toni 
Whatiey. (RNS photo) 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 8, 1998 15 



Power of Jesus be'ing felt in Russia 
The faculty and staff of Clear Creek Baptist Bible College are honored to have the opportunity to provide academic 
instruction to Russian pastors. During the 1998-99 academic year, ten instructors will travel-to the city of 
Novgorod, Russia. Traveling in rotation, each pr_ofessor will provide instruction for a two-week period. 

In speaking of this unique opportunity, President Bill Whittaker said, "The trustees went out on faith for this 
mission action that requires $20,000 above our previously approved $2.8 million school budget for 
1998-99. We want to respond while the door is open to Russia.,, During the year, Russian pastors will 
receive instruction in a variety of areas, including Systematic Theology, instruction in Old and New Testaments, 
Pastoral Care, the History of Baptists, and Introduction to Church Music and Worship. 

• The Novgorod congregation is also working on a new church building .. Students of the school pay for their educa­
tion by working on the building. Each day the students, and often their spouses as well, work until class time. 
Classes begin at 4:00 PM and continue until 9:00 PM. • 

Clear Creek Baptist Bible College is committed to mission involvement. This ministry, to Russian pastors, is just one 
way to further fulfill Christ's commandment to "Go_ and make disciples of all nations ... teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you ... " 

FACULTY AND STAFF PARTICIPATING 
IN NOVGOROD PASTOR/CHURCH PLANTER SCHOOL 

Dr. Jim Castlen Dr. Bill Pfoff 

Dr. Bill Helton Dr. Bill WT,ittaker 

Rev. Cl,arles Rice Dean Fred Cummings 

•.~ il, I ' ' ,. 
"' • ,&~ s... -:~- -

Rev. Jay Barnett Dr. James Ditty & 
Dr. Jol,n Ditty . 

Dr. Charles Quarles 

CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
300 CLEAR CREEK ROAD 

PINEVILLE; KENTUCKY40977-9754 □ (606)337-319_6 

Fax: (606) 337-2372 ~ · E-Mail: clearc~eek@tcnet.net 
Internet: .www.ccbbc~edu 
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