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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Tanzania missionaries see their de.dication pay off 

BAPTISM TIME Tim Tidenberg, a Southern Baptist missionary to Tanzania, baptizes a 
member of the Maasai people group. Through feeding projects and other ministries, he 
and his wife, Annie, have seen more than 3,000 people become Christians in the past two 
years. Kentucky Baptists are beginning a partnership this year with Baptists in Tanzania. 
See stories on pages 7-9. (/MB photo by Matt Jones) 

By Norman Miller 
SBC International Mission Board 

MAASAINI, Tanzania- It is a 
land where distance is measured by 
time, not miles. Where the only water 
source is a mountain spring. Where a 
diesel-powered generator provides 
electricity. Where the "phone" is a 
two-way radio. And where the peo­
ple, who are suspicious of outsiders, 
speak two languages- neither is En-
glish.- . 

In such a land, missionaries Tim . 
and Annie Tidenberg 
live, work and share 
the love of God. 

Not long after 
sunrise, their day be­
gins. The generator 
rumbles to life. Its 
dull roar competes 
with the radio's gar-
1:>le as Mrs. Tiden­
berg fixes breakfast. 
Eight-year-old 
daughter Jamie 
emerges from the hallway, hairbrush 
in hand, battling the night's tangles. 
Tidenberg is in the back yard, strap­
ping a bathtub-like luggage carrier to 
the top of his Nissan Patrol. 

A dust cloud trails the Tidenbergs 
as they leave their oasis of Western 
amenities in the shadow of Longido 
Mountain in Tanzania. They're head­
ed for the heart of Maasaini- where 
they say they see God at work among 
northern Tanzania's Maasai people. 

An animal menagerie that would 
impress Noah scurries behind scrub­
by brush as the Patrol negotiates the 
landscape. The Tidenbergs' destina­
tion lies barely 20 miles from home, 
but the trip to Kitumbeine Baptist 
Church takes almost two hours. 

Beneath the thick foliage of an aca-

cia tree, about 30 Maasai have gath­
ered for worship. They don't stop 
singing when the Tidenbergs arrive. 
The men keep jumping up and down, •· 
their rhythmic thuds accenting the 
song's beat. The women's colorful 
beads and metallic bracelets comprise 
a jeweled tambourine that keeps time 
with each clap. 

It's just after noon on a Friday, and 
the Maasai who are Christian preach 
and pray and sing and sway. 

"Sunday's just another day to 
many of these peopJe," Tidenberg 

says. "So whenever 
a group of Maasai 
Christians gets to­
gether, they'll have a 
worship service." 

Soon Tim stands 
with his back to the 
tree's trunk and 
preaches in Swahili. 
Strains of a Maasai 
hymn waft in from a 
nearby valley. The 
voices grow louder 

until members from a nearby church 
join the service. In small groups they 
come, bands of Christians from bo- · 
mas, or villages, in the area. 

After a two-hour service, the 
crowd- now numbering about 150-
treks a few hundred yards to a water 
source. A dozen hands unload the car­
top carrier, put it on the ground and 
form a bucket brigade to fill the make­
do baptismal pool. 

One by one, 43 new Christians take 
the ice-water plunge. There's as much 
exuberance for the last as for the first. 
Most became Christians through the 
work of pastors and evangelists 
trained by Tidenberg. He's having a 
tough time keeping up with the con- . 
verts. More than 3,000 people have 
□ See The Tidenbergs ... , page 7 

Angels losing sacred reputation as secular world embraces them 
By Kim Lawton 
Religion News SeNice 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Angels 
have always been important to the sto­
ries of Christianity. According to the 
Christmas story, it was a heavenly 
host of angels that first announced the 
birth of Jesus. 

But angels aren't just for Christ­
mas-or Christians- anymore. 

They've become one of the most 
remarkable pop culture trends of the 
1990s. Long after Christmas decora­
tions are taken down, pop angels will 
still be around. 

There's "Touched by an Angel," 
the hit CBS television program. There 
are movies, from "Angels in the Out­
field," to "Michael," to "City of An­
gels"- all stories of angels taking hu­
man form on earth. 

There are scores of angel books. 
More than 2,000 angel titles currently 
are for sale on the Amazon.com Web 
site. And there are an.gel collectibles 
and trinkets, even entire stores dedi­
cated to angels. 

Princeton University sociologist 
Robert Wuthnow said the high inter­
est in angels reveals something impor-

tant about contemporary American 
spirituality. 

''Many people are uncertain about 
traditional religious teachings, and 
they may feel (or personal reasons that 
God has been very distant in their 
lives. Angels are much friendlier. 
Angels are more approachable," 
Wuthnow said. 

Angels have long been the domain 
of established religion. Both Hindu 
and Buddhist cultures have a tradition 
of winged deities intervening in hu­
man affairs. Muslims believe the an­
gel Gabriel brought the revelations of 
the Koran to the Prophet Muhammad. 
The Judeo-Christian tradition has a 
complex theology of angels as mes­
sengers and guardians from God. 

Likewise, traditional religion has 
played a role in the mass popularity 
of angels. Evangelist Billy Graham 
wrote a .book about angels, and the 
Vatican organized a traveling exhibit 
of angel art. 

But much of the current interest is 
occurring outside established reli­
gions. 

• Phyllis Tickle, contributing editor 
ih religion for "Publishers' Weekly," 
said that while the current angel trends 

began almost 10 years ago with an 
emphasis on traditional spirituality, 
the majority of the interest now has 
shifted to an alternative, "almost psy­
chic" spirituality. 

That's the case for Linda Rose 
Levenberg, who describes herself as 
an "intuitive coach." She consults with 
clients in her home and over the tele­
phone about messages she says she 
hears from angels. 

She also gives free "angel read­
ings" over the Internet, often using her 
deck of angel tarot cards. • 

"My philosophy really is that we 
are all one, that I am a fragment of 
God, and you are a fragment of God 
and that the angels are just working 
really hard for us to embrace that," 
Levenberg said. 

That disturbs traditionalists such as 
Douglas Connelly, pastor of the evan­
gelical Cross Church in Flint, Mich., 
and author of the book "Angels 
Around Us." He believes. you cannot 
have angels without the entire bibli­
cal package. 

"Angels never in Scripture are in­
dependent sources of spirituality. No 
one in the Bible ever prays to an an­
gel or appeals to an angel," Connelly 

said. "It is always God who is the 
source of the spirituality, the spiritual 
life." 

Tickle argues that one reason for 
the heavy New Age interest in angels 
is that many established religions do 
not emphasize the mystical, spiritual 
side of faith that many long to experi­
ence. 

Tickle said she worries about the 
cultural impact when angels become 
too commercialized and too popular-

. ized. "I think a steady diet of pop an­
gels is very dangerous for a culture," 
she said. "It domesticates a part of 
what was divinity." 

When that happens, Tickle contin­
ued, "angels become a personalized, 
non-demanding way to not think 
about the realities of theology." 

But others, such as Sophy Burn­
ham, authorofthe 1990 surprise best­
seller, "A Book of Angels," argue that 
trivialization comes, not from putting 
an angel on a mug, but from failing to 
treat angels as a serious spiritual ex­
perience. 

"The real question is, are they ex­
perienced with as much reverence to­
day? And that, each person has to an­
swer for himself or herself," she said. 



BAPTISTS 
Despite challenges, Cuban churches 'vibrant,' Baptists say 

"People are 
looking for 
answers to 

ultimate questions 
in Cuba. There's a 

tremendous 
spiritual vitality in 
believers. If those 
two factors could 
unite, there could 

be a great spirituai 
revival." 

Robert Garrett, director 
of Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary's 
World Missions Center 

By Cory Hailey 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­
Christiaris in Cuba celebrated Christ­
mas for the. first time in three years, 
not with overshopping or gluttony, but 
with a positive witness of the holi­
day's true meaning. 

That's the report from two Baptist 
• seminary professors who spent a week 
before Christmas teaching at the Bap­
tist seminary in Havana. 

This year, the Christmas holiday 
was reinstated by the Communist gov­
ernment after an absence of three de-
cades. • 

Despite the challenges it faces, the 
church in Cuba is growing and main­
taining a positive witness, according 
to Robert Garrett, director of South­
western Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's World Missions Center, and 
professor Steven Stookey. 

Part of that witness is celebrating 
Christmas, not with great physical 
wealth but in the hearts of the faithful 
in the church, they said. 

"It's a very vibrant church," Gar­
rett said. "There's a newness and 
freshness about the church.'' 

The growth that Baptists have ex­
perienced is reflected in the size of the 
Havana seminary's student body. 
With 46 students, the seminary had to 
turn away approximately two-thirds of 
its applicants this fall because there 
was not enough room, Garrett said. 

Students who are accepted do more 
than just book studies. They travel 
every weekend to small villages to do 
mission field work in area churches. 

Garrett noted that with the restora­
tion of Christmas as an observed hol­
iday, churches could apply forlicens­
es to conduct special ceremonies. 
Stores were allowed to display Christ- . 
mas-related advertisements, and em- • 
ployers could give the day off from 
work, he said. Still, Cubans wondered 
how far the reinstatement of the holi­
day would go, he added. 

With curiosity in Cuba about the 
gospel and about spiritual issues, there 
is great potential for more people to 
become Christians, Garrett said. "Peo­
ple are looking for answers to ultimate 
questions in Cuba," he said. "There's 
a tremendous spiritual vitality in be­
lievers. If those two factors could 
unite, there could be a great spiritual 
revival.'' 

A Sout.hwestern professor who 

worked in Cuba as a m1ss10nary 
agreed that the church is growing de­
spite restrictions on religious activity. 

David Fite, who oversees the sem­
inary's continuing education depart­
ment, said the reinstatement of the 
holiday could indicate a more concil­
iatory stance by the Cuban govern­
ment to religious activity. 

The new celebration of Christmas 
marks a change from the late 1960s, 
when the government of Fidel Castro 
ended the recognition of the holiday. 
Although Christmas was canceled in 
1969 to muster people for the harvest­
ing of the sugar cane crop, religious 
activity was controlled before then. 
Fite said churches were not closed 
despite other restrictions, and religious 
activities still were allowed within the 
confine!, of the churches. 

It was the efforts of missionaries 
such as Fite that struck a chord with 
Cuban Baptists, Garrett said. The 
Christians he and Stookey encoun­
tered in Cuba expressed gratitude for 
their presence, he added. 

"It was rather awesome to realize 
they identified us so closely with the 
mission;uies whom they remember so 
fondly and with deep gratitude for 
their sacrifices in teaching them the 

· Family amendment tops editors' 1998 news list 
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By Bob Allen 
. Associated Baptist Press • 

•· ' JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP}­
A family amendment added to the 
Southern Baptist Convention's offi­
cial doctrinal statement led a ranking 
oftop news stories in 1998 by Baptist 
editors. 

In an informal survey conducted 
by Associated Baptist Press, editors 
ranked the June adoption of a family 
amendment to the "Baptist Faith and 
Message" as the top story of the year. 

The family statement, the first 
amendment to the "Baptist Faith and 
Message" since its adoption in 1963, 
captured widespread attention in na­
tional media with its call for wives to 

-
~ 

"I realize salvation is free ... but 
what is the suggested donation'?" 
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"submit graciously" to their husbands' 
"servant leadership.'' 

Ranking second among editors was 
the .November constitution of a new 
conservative state Baptist convention 
in Texas alongside the moderate-led 
Baptist General Convention of Texas. 
Leaders of the Southern Baptists of 
Texas Convention said they would be 
more loyal to the direction of the con­
servative-led Southern Baptist Con­
vention than the 2.5 million-member 
BGCT, which has exerted greater au­
tonomy in response to disagreements 
with SBC leadership. 

Reaction to President Clinton's ad­
mission he had an "inappropriate" re­
lationship with former White House 
intern Monica Lewinsky came in third 
iri the editors' ranking. 

Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary President Albert Mohler, sparked 
a debate on local-church autonomy 
when he criticized Clinton's home 
church, Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Little Rock, Ark., for failing to exer­
cise "biblical discipline" against its 
most famous member. 

The election of North Carolina 
seminary president Paige Patterson as 
SBC president and Congress' rejection 

-of Ernest Istook' s Religious Freedom 
Amendment tied for fourth in the sur­
vey .. 

Patterson, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C., was one of two men gen­
erally credited with engineering the 
"conservative resurgence" which grad­
ually gained control of the nation's 
largest non-Catholic faith group begin­
ning in the late 1970s. 

The lstook amendment would have 
allowed religious practices that courts 
have ruled violate the First Amend­
ment's requirement of the separation 
of church and state. The proposal won 
a majority in a June 4 vote by the 
House of Representatives but fell short 
of ·the two-thirds yote required to 

amend the Constitution. 
Rounding out the editors' rankings 

of the year's'top ten stories were: 
■ A mandate that current faculty at 

Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary must sign the new family 
amendment to the "Baptist Faith and 
Message." Professors at the seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas, have long been 
required to pledge to teach in accor­
dance with and not contrary to the doc-
trinal~ statement. • 

Three professors announced they 
were leaving the seminary, citing the 
new requirement as a factor in their 
decision. 
■ Republicans and the Religious 

Right suffered a surprising setback in 
November elections, losing seats in 
Congress and key state elections. 
Many observers had expected gains by 
the GOP in light of President Clinton's 
sex scandal and other problems plagu­
ing top Democrats .. 
■ Some current and former mis­

sionaries joined the China Christian 
Council in denouncing the Southern 
Baptist International Mission Board's 
"dual-track" approach in China. In the 
past, Southern Baptists in China 
worked with full communication with 
the nation's official Protestant body. In 
recent years, however, the 1MB has 
moved into more work with China's 
unregistered "house" churches without 
informing the China Christian Coi.m­
cil or government officials. 
■ Jerry Falwell, a prominent inde­

pendent Baptist, attended the Southern 
Baptist Convention as a messenger for 
the fin,t time. Falwell's Thomas Road 
Baptist Church earned the right to be 
represented at this year's meeting af­
ter giving $10,000 to Southern Baptist 
causes through a -new conservative 
state convention in Virginia. 
■ Passage of a bill in Congress pro­

tecting churches against having mem­
bers' tithes and offerings seized under 
federal bankruptcy laws. 

gospel and Christian way of life," 
Garrett said. 

In addition to teaching at the sem­
inary in Havana, Garrett and Stookey 
also traveled to the town of Pinar del 
Rio to attend regional meetings of the 
Western Cuba Baptist Convention. 

Garrett said that what struck him 
about how Cuban Baptists approach 
Christmas is that, for them, the cele­
bration of Christ's birtli is not made 
greater or lesser by the presence of 
material things. 

Garrett remembered the semi­
nary's rector, Leoncio Veguillo, as 
saying, "We have always had Christ­
mas and we always will, whether we 
have a chicken to cook or not, because 
Christmas is Christ and we celebrate 
him in our hearts.'' 

Stookey said he was impressed by 
the fact that despite their dearth of 
material possessions, the Cuban 
Christians "have an abundance of 
spiritual riches. They have a deep, 
deep faith in God, a deep faith in 
Christ." 

He contrasted it with the celebra­
tion of Christmas in the United States, 
saying the expression of faith dis­
played by Cuban Christians "is unlike 
anything I've seen" in America. 
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KENTUCKY 
Center proud ·01 return on investment-from association 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE- Talk about a re­
turn on investment. 

Jefferson Street Baptist Center in 
Louisville recently used a $2,500 -
boost in funding from the local Bap­
tist association to secure nearly 
$75,000 in other grants during 1998. 

"That's a pretty good return on 
our money," said Randall Harvey, 
executive director. "A lot of people 
would like to do that well." 

This 30-to-1 investment also has 
paid off in human capital by boost­
-ing the stock of homeless people, 
Harvey said. 

After minimal increases the pre­
vious four years, last January Long 
Run Baptist Association in Louis­
ville committed to increase funding 
for the 1998-99 fiscal year, which 
began Sept. 1. 

Harvey said the show of support 
immediately helped the center se­
cure a $20,000 hunger grant the 
same month from the Christian Life 
Commission of the Texas Baptist 
Convention. 

Half the funds were used to buy 
food. The other half helped hire a 

social worker who helps people de­
velop the skills to become self-sup­
ported. 

In March the non-profit Coalition 
for the Homeless gave the center 
$20,000 to operate a day shelter 
from 7-11 :30 a.m. It allows men and 
women to get breakfast, use show­
ers and laundry facilities and pick up 
mail. 

A second award of $12,300 in 
September, coupled with $7,500 

• from the city of Louisville, allowed 
hours to be extended to 3 p.m. The 
program is important, Harvey said, 
because the area has 11,500 home­
less people and only 2,600 shelter 
beds. 

The homeless coalition also gave 
the center $15,000 to add a wheel­
chair ramp to the basement, where 
the cafeteria is located. Construction 
should begin early this year. 

The increase in funds came as the 
newly-independent center has re­
fined its emphasis. Its mission now 
is helping homeless people who 
have mental illness or substance 
abuse problems. 

When Harvey came in 1994, the 
center operated ministries for senior 
citizens, youth and children as well 

as the homeless. Its social services 
outreach primarily. provided emer­
gency financial assistance for low-
income people. • 

The board of directors approved 
the change of direction, acting on a 
consultant's report that stated the 
center suffered from a lack of focus, 
Harvey said. 

That followed a key change in 
1997, when the center incorporated 
and elected an independent board of 
directors. All members come from 
churches belonging to Long Run 
Baptist Association, so the change 
primarily was a policy move, he 
said. 

Harvey lauded interim associa­
tion director Charles Barnes and Ed 
Boyd, pastor of Chapel Park Bap­
tist Church, for helping steer the 
center through the organizational 
shift. 

In early December, the center se~ 
cured additional funding from Sev­
en Counties Services, a state mental 
health agency. 

Under the agreement, Seven 
Counties will provide an annual 
$24,000 operating subsidy, plus 
$220 a month for each resident. The 
funds eventually will increase the 

number of people housed there from 
14 to 20. 

To accommodate new residents, 
next March the center will begin ren­
ovating a large room that currently 
houses· a low-income clothing store. 

An agency that does not want to 
be identified yet has pledged $50,000 
for the work, and Harvey is seeking 
other sources for another $50,000. 

Another grant expected soon will 
allow the center to participate in the 
"white flag" program. 

The name refers to white flags that 
• fly from shelters when winter wind 

chills drop below 35 degrees, allow­
ing increased numbers to seek tempo­
rary refuge. 

Harvey also said he is pleased . 
about the increase in volunteers who 
serve meals on weekends and during 
holidays. • 

For Thanksgiving, 55 volunteers 
from 14 churches, five of them non­
Baptist, helped serve 210 clients. 
Those were the largest numbers in the 
center's history. 

"One of the things I'm happiest 
about is, even though we're separated 
from Long Run legally, our reh:ttion­
ship with the churches has never been 
better," Harvey said. · 

'Shepherd' speaker wants couples to celebrate differences 
By Brenda Smith 
KBC Communications Department 

LOUISVILLE-The key to mak~ 
ing marriages work is to celebrate 
the differences between partners and 
not in trying to change each other, 
says Christian psychologist and pas­
tor Charles Lowery. 

Lowery, pastor of Hoffmantown 
Church in Albuquerque, N.M., the 
largest Protestant congregation in 
the state, said that even pastors and 
their spouses need to hear that m_es­
sage. 

He'll be bringing it to that audi­
ence as a keynote speaker for the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
Shepherding the Shepherd confer­
ence in Lexington Jan. 21-23. 

The conference, a marriage and 
ministry enrichment retreat for Bap­
tist ministers and their spouses, re­
cently closed registration after fill­
ing up :all spots, according to orga­
nizers. 

Lowery, who laces his straight 
talk about relationships with ample 
doses of humor, said couples in min­
istry face the same kinds of relation­
ship struggles as other couples but 
might be less inclined to admit that 

they have difficulties. 
"Most pastors try to keep marital 

trouble to themselves" because they 
might be worried about what church 
members will think," Lowery ex­
plained. 

Lowery said people often enter 
marriage thinking about how won­
derful their mate is going to make 
their life but soon discover the dif­
ferences that make their mate seem 
"weird." 

"We all go into marriage expect­
ing the other person to make us hap­
py," he said. "How do we deal with 
the reality of two imperfect people 
getting along?" 

Lowery said everyone views the 
world in different ways but that it is 
often not until marriage that individ­
uals are forced to confront the fact 
that other people do not think and 
feel quite the same way they do. 

"It's not just your mate that's 
weird. It's everybody," he said. 

"Opposites attract, but after mar­
riage, opposites attack," he contin­
ued. "Most of the time, we are at­
tracted to people who don't have the 
things that we have. Incompatibili­
ty is why we get married, but it's 
also used as a reason to divorce. In-

compatibility is just a lack .of com­
munication." 

Lowery, an extrovert, said he 
finds that if he needs to discuss an 
important issue with his wife, Pen­
ny, it is best to write out what he 
wants to say. • Penny, an introvert, 
needs time to process the issue. 

"If we just try to love (a spouse) 
the way we want to be loved, we are 
in trouble," Lowery said. "Unless 
you communicate, it's difficult to 
know how to love another person," 

Lowery's own marriage is a typ­
ical illustration of the "opposites at­
tract" principle in other ways as 
well. 

"Penny thinks cleanliness is next 
to godliness," Lowery szjd. "I think 
cleanliness is next to impossible." 

But the Lowerys, who recently 
celebrated their 29th anniversary, 
have turned their differences into an 
opportunity to grow and learn, he 
said. "I'm a lot more organized and 
clean than I used to be." 

The key is understanding the 
goals for marriage, says Lowery. 
The focus of one's goals too often 
is getting the other person to change. 

"They may never change," Low­
ery said. Trying to change someone 

often results in stress, tension and 
disappointment. Such an -effort is a 
_power goal, he -said, not a ·process 
goal. 

Power goals deal with things 
over which one has no control, he 
said. "If you try to make power 
goals come true, you will always be 
under stress." 

Focusing on a process goal, how­
ever, is likely to produce the desired 

. results, he added. A process goal 
deals with situations over which we 
have complete control, Lowery said. 

For example, he said, a child 
might not be able to achieve high 
grades, but he has complete control 
over the amount of studying he does. 

"Power goals you pray about," 
Lowery said. "Process goals you 
work on." 

Lowery said he hopes to motivate 
ministry couples to examine their re­
lationship in a different light. 

"When my mate needs love the 
most is when it's the hardest to love 
her," he said. "I have a higher com­
mitment to love her because of my 
relationship with Christ. That's the 
spiritual basis of marriage- the 
closer we grow to God, the closer 
we will grow to each other." 

New video helps explain Kentucky Bapti~t ministries with Hispanics 
LOUISVILLE-A new video de­

scribing Baptist work with Ken­
tucky's Hispanic residents is now 
available from the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

"When the World Comes to You" 
is a 16-minute ·video produced by the 
KBC Communications and Media 
Department. . 

The video is designed to educate 
Kentucky Baptists about the needs of 
Kentucky's Hispanic population and 
shares how Baptist churches tlu:ough­
out the commonwealth are getting in-

volved in meeting those needs, said 
Tony Hough, director of the KBC 
Metropolitan Missions Department 
which sponsored the production. 

The video offers viewers an over­
view of the range of ministries being 
provided by Kentucky Baptists. The 
most basic ministries provide food, 
clothing and personal care items. Oth­
ers offer English-as-a-second-lan­
guages classes, Bible study and rec­
reation. Still others help establish His­
panic mission churches or fully inte­
grate Spanish-speaking members into 

the congregation of an established 
Baptist church. 

Approximately 20,000 Hispanics 
now call Kentucky home. Every year 
roughly 10 percent of the Hispanics 
who come to Kentucky as migrant la­
borers choose to remain. 

"We need to have more permanent, 
life-changing ministries," Hough said. 
"This video will give churches a 
chance to see what others are doing." 
• Hispanic ministries featured in.the 
video include those sponsored by 
South Elkhorn Baptist Church in Lex-

ington; First Baptist Church of Lex­
ington; Lone Oak First Baptist Church 
in Paducah; First Spanish Baptist 
Church of Oak Grove; Nueva Vida 
Baptist Mission in Mayfield; New 
Life Baptist Church in Mayfield; • 
Pleasant View Baptist Church in 
Waynesburg and others. 

The video can be borrowed from 
any Kentucky Baptist association of­
fice as well as from the KBC video 
lending library. Call (502) 254-4731 
or (888) 254-5713 to receive the vid­
eo. 

"Even though 
we're separated 
from Long Run 
(association) 
legally, our 
relationship with 
the churches has 
never been 
better~" 
Randall Harvey, 
executive director of 
Jefferson Street Baptist 
Center in Louisville 

"Opposites attract, 
but after marriage, 
opposites attack." 
Charles Lowery, pastor 
of Hottmantown Church 
in Albuquerque, N.M. 
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WESTERN RECORDER What 'The Prince of Egypt' won't tell you the readers at Dream Works, they were 

scandalized. Why this pessimism, this 
fatalism, this latent anti-Semitism in a 
book celebrating the grand miracle of 
the Exodus? In the margin beside 
some of the strongest passages, a Jew­
ish proofreader wrote, "Where is this 
from!?" I pointed out that each ques­
tionable quotation came directly from 
Deuteronomy, part of the sacred To­
rah. 
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By Philip Yancey 
Christianity Today magazine 

Hollywood, having had its fill of 
religious boycotts, is bending over . 
backwards with the new Dream Works 
production about Moses, The Prince 
of Egypt. 

I felt privileged to be invited not 
once, but twice to a private screening 
of the animation in process-until I 
learned that several hundred other 
people had made the same pilgrimage 
to meet with Jeffrey Katzenberg at 
Dream Works. 

What an industry! For four years, 
400 people, many of them skilled art­
ists, have been working on a project 
that cost well over • $ 100 million. 
They'll know soon whether it will 
make or lose a bundle. No wonder 
they want the religious community on 
their side. 

The Prince of Egypt is a fine film 
by any standard and takes surprising­
ly few liberties with the biblical story. 
Impressed, I agreed to write a chapter 
for "Destiny and Deliverance," the 
book that will serve as a companion 
to the film, with the proviso that I 
could write about Deuteronomy, the 
recap of Moses• life. That book, often 
overlooked, contains personal out­
pourings by Moses as poignant and 
heart-rendirig as anything in the Bible. 

Consider, for example, Moses' de­
piction of the horrors awaiting those 
who disobey the covenant: 

"Then the Lord will scatter you 
among all nations, from one end of the 
earth to the other .... There the Lord 
will give you an anxious mind, eyes 
weary with longing and a despairing 
heart. You will-live in constant sus­
pense, filled with dread both night and 
day, never sure of your life. In the 
morning you will say, 'If only it were 
evening!' and in the evening, 'If only 
it were morning!' -because of the ter-

Partnership missions 
Kentucky Baptists are to be com­

mended for their outstanding partici­
pation in partnership missions. The 
Russian partnership has been a model 
for all Southern Baptists, according to 
Jerry Rankin, president of the Inter­
national Mission Board. 

I believe Russian Bap­
tists will be encouraged and 
strengthened for genera­
tions due to the investments 
of Kentucky Baptists. Bill 
Marshall, Benton Williams 
and Calvin Wilkins are due 
much credit for their vision 
for this partnership. A num-
ber of churches and associ- . 
ations continue their com- Bill Mackey 
mitments and involvement 
with Russian churches. 

Also, many Kentucky Baptists 
have been involved with New En­
gland Baptists, a partnership that will 
last through the year 2000. Requests 
for 1999 include 10 construction 
projects, seven vacation Bible school 
projects, cataloging a school library, 
backyard Bible clubs, evangelism and 
other projects. • 

The Baptist Union of Poland has a 
bold commitment to reach their coun­
try for Christ. With few missionaries 

4 WESTERN RECORDER ■ JANUARY 12 , 1999 

ror that will fill your hearts and the 
sights that your eyes will see. The Lord 
will send you back in ships to Egypt 
on a journey I said you should never 
make again. There you will offer your­
selves for sale to your enemies as male 
and female slaves, but no one will buy 
you" (Deuteronomy 28:64-68). 

As the Israelites stepped across the 
Jordan River, curses like these rained 
down on them from a choir standing 
on a mountaintop. Antiphonally, an­
other choir shouted out potential 
blessings. In this natural amphitheater, 
the two choirs loudly vocalized the 
stark alternatives of obeying or dis­
obeying the covenant with God. 

In addition, Moses set up large 
stones coated with plaster on which 
were written the words of the law. 
God longed for the covenant to suc­
ceed: "Oh, that their hearts would be 
inclined to fear m.e and keep all my 
commands always, so that it might go 
well with them and their children for­
ever!" 

Repeated rebellions in the wilder­
ness had taken a toll, however. After 
Sinai, even God spoke of the future 
with a tone of resignation, like the 
parent of a drug addict helpless to stop 
his own child from self-destructing. 

Two staged memory lessons were 
not enough. Write down a song, God 
said, and teach it to the Israelites as a 
witness to history. Laws written on 
stone and plaster, curses and blessings 
broadcast from the mountain tops­
these sights and sounds will fade 
away. Make them learn my words by 
heart. Drill the message inside them. 

. Thus, at the birth of their nation, 
euphoric over the crossing of the Jor­
dan River, the Israelites premiered a 
kind of national anthem, the strangest 
national anthem that has ever been 
sung. It had virtually no words of 
pride or hope, only doom. 

When I submitted my chapter to 

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

and just 64 churches, they'll need 
strong support from Kentucky Bap­
tists to achieve this objective. Reli­
gious freedom provides an open door. 

Fourteen construction projects 
have been requested in Poland during 

1999. Other requests in­
clude vacation Bible 
school, two basketball 
camps, creative ·evange­
lism, age group camps and 
prayer walks. This is a won­
derful opportunity for Ken­
tucky Baptists to get in­
volved early in partnership, 
especially in construction. 
These projects will open 

. doors, build relationships, 
create a positive image in 

their communities and provide space 
for growth. 

The Tanzanian partnership pro­
vides an opportunity to work with ca- 1 
reer missionaries and committed Tan­
zanian Baptists. Sharing the gospel 
with the unreached and strengthening 
the churches will have a powerful in­
fluence on the future development of 
Tanzania. There still are many people 
groups who have never heard the gos­
pel. Churches and witnesses are need­
ed in all areas. 

Modern readers, excited by the 
thrill of the Exodus, pay little atten­
tion to the 400 years of misery that 
preceded it, or the abysmal failures 
that followed. Which is why the Bi­
ble includes Deuteronomy in the first 
place, and why we optimistic Ameri­
cans ought to pay it more mind. 

Others have borrowed parts of 
Moses' message, but'no one has quite 
got it right. Liberationists of all stripes 
have appropriated the language of 
Exodus, yet all lack Moses' unstint­
ing realism. They drift into utopian 
promises of a promised land that has 
never been-and will never be-re­
alized this side of eternity. Often these 
utopians end up creating a political 
system more tyrannical than the one 
they sought liberation from. 

Likewise, pietist Christians have 
borrowed Moses' vision to describe a 
victorious Christian life on the other 
side of Jordan. The last seven chap­
ters of Deuteronomy should forever 
disabuse us of that notion. Life with 
God is never so easy, so settled. Not 
for the Hebrews then, and not for us 
living today. The pilgrim must ever 
progress, uphill, meeting new enemies 
around every bend. 

The Old Testament should come 
with a warning: Don't read Exodus 
without also reading Deuteronomy. It 
would save a lot of disillusionment­
for movie makers, for politicians and 
also for preachers. 
Copyright 1998 by Christianity Today, 
Jnc./Christianity Today magazine. Re­
printed with permission. 

Project requests for Tanzania still 
are under development. Current needs 
include computer basics teachers, 
bookkeepers and accountants, evan­
gelism and a Bible and evangelism 
conference. Other requests will come 
soon. 

I would like to suggest that Ken­
tucky Baptists consider the following 
steps: 

I Pray for the partnership mission­
aries and churches in a selected area 
as led by God. • 

I Pray for God to send laborers into 
the harvest. 

I Be open to personal involvement. 
God has a way of surprising us with 
how he will use us. 

I Share your interest with your pas­
tor and friends and get your passport. 

I Contact the partnership missions 
department to request information and 
a list of needs. 

I Trust God to provide the oppor­
tunity and resources. 

I have made myself available to the 
partnership office to participate each 
year as needed. Caivin Wilkins, Ken 
Murphy and Carla Purvis would love 
to share opportunities with you or an­
swer your questions. Call (888) 254-
5724 or (502) 244-6462. 
Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Every investor 
can avoid these 
two mistakes 
By Don Spencer 

Too many beginning inves­
tors have failed to ignore these 

two funda­
mental rules: 

• If it 
sounds too 

-

goodtobe 
true, it prob­
ably is. This 
statement 
sounds so 
obvious. 

Most folks would readily agree 
with the truth of this adage. 

But, as P.T. Barnum once 
said, "There's a sucker born ev­
ery minute." When it comes to in­
vestment schemes, this appears to 
be so true. Most people are curi­
ous about an investment that 
promises above-average returns 
for little or no risk. 

Financial planners can cite 
many cases of advising clients 
against a particular investment 
because it appeared to be a scam. 
The appeal of higher income in 
an investment promoted as safer 
than stocks caused the client to 
disregard the advice. After in­
vesting, they realized some 
months or years later that all or 
most of their money was lost. 

It has been proven over and 
over that risk and reward go to­
gether in investing. Remember, if 
it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is. Get good, competent 
advice before investing. 
■ If you don't understand it, 

don't invest in it. Financial com­
panies are adept at creating anp 
marketing investments that appeal 
to the average citizen looking for 
a higher return. Each new product 
has a particular spin and promises 
of higher returns. Many are deriv­
atives or hybrids of the underly­
ing true investments. With all the 
spins and names, it becomes diffi­
cult for the average person to de­
termine if the investment is appro­
priate for their needs. 

A few years ago, sophisticat­
ed investment derivatives caused 
major problems for Orange 
County, Calif. Recently, prob­
lems with a noted hedge fund 
came close to causing major eco­
nomic problems in Jefferson 
County. The lesson for you: even 
professionals can be fooled. If so, 
it's more likely the average per­
son can be fooled by a littie-un- • 
derstood investment strategy. 

Perhaps you don't understand 
a product, but a trusted financial 
professional feels strongly that it 
is the right one for you. Insist that 
your adviser continues to explain 
the product until you have at least 
a reasonable understanding. Un­
til you do, you probably should 
avoid it. 
Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convenlion 's annuity department 



What are mom & teenage kids 
to do about an absentee dad? . 

OPINION 
Movinl beyond Y2K parties & paranoia 
By Carey Newman 

Q: My husband doesn't seem too interested in spending Jan. 1, 1999, marked the countdown for the year 
time with me and our teenage children. He would always 2000. Two symptomatic responses (beyond that of just 

ly, the _new millennium actually began in 1996. (Did 
you notice? I didn't.) If the web sites devoted to the 
subject are a thermometer at all, Christian anticipation 
and anxiety are at a fevered pitch, hopeful that Jesus is 
corning back to rescue his faithful but fearful of the 
awful accompanying events the Bible predicts. 

rather be doing something else. What can I do? yawning) appear- a bad case of communicable antic­
ipation and an anxious dis-ease. 

The first thing I always suggest in a situation like yours is First, anticipation. While in the course of the next 
to talk to your husband about your 12 months some of us will grow sick of all the hype, 
feelings, specifically stating what you many will see the dawning of a new mil-

What should believers think about the turning of 
the new millennium and, more importantly, how 

would like for him to do differently. lennium as an unparalleled opportunity to 
It's possible that he doesn't realize •==========~ celebrate. The turning of the millennium is GUEST 

EDITORIAL 

. should we prepare for it in 1999? 
First, the Bible warns about getting 

caught up in such predictions. While there 
are some who confidently spout off about 
how certain events are a direct fulfillment 

he's not spending as much time with you - a special moment in world history, and we 
as you'd like, or the extent to which you 1 are lucky to be alive to experience it. 
are hurt by his absence. He also might 1 . Madison Avenue knows this all too well. The tum-
not be thinking ahead to the time when I ing of the millennium is a marketing department's 
your children will be· grown and out of I liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~~ dream come true- "Year 2000" T-shirts, coffee mugs, 

of biblical texts predicting Jesus' return, we must all 
remember that the Bible set no timetables at all. When 
asked directly about the end, Jesus refused-to be spe- . 
cific (see Acts 1:7). We should do the same. your home. Bringing to his attention the . tote bags. You name it, we will have it. The air waves 

fact that your teenagers are growing up and he's missing likewise will be saturated with retrospectives galore. Second, we should revel in the fact that whatever 
transpires in the year 2000 (or any other year), we are 
in the hands of a loving God. The resurrection of Jesus 
means God already has delivered the death blow to 
the real enemies of his purposes and he already has 
begun the process .of transforming us into what we 
originally were meant to be. The resurrection signals 
that the beginning of the .end already has occurred. 

some important moments might be all that's necessary for And the parties-celebrations to end all celebrations. 
him to change his behavior. Better order your funny-looking hats and noise inak-

lf talking with him has no effect, however, I would ers now. 
continue planning activities that you and your teenagers find Now, the dis-ease. To some, the prognosis for the 
enjoyable, then enjoy every minute of them. By doing so, you new year does not appear to be so promising. By now 
will ensure that you and your teens don't let his lack of we are painfully aware of the little cold many of our 
involvement ruin your good times and might actually get him computers have caught. That the simple way in which 
interested in being part of the fun. our computers reckon time might well be the undoing Third, even if these predictions prove true and Jesus 

does return sorrietiine in 2000 ( and there is no one who 
can say whether he will or won't), we still are to be 
God's people now. God has not revoked his commis­
sion of Matthew 28; nor has he relented in his desire 
for us to give a cup of cold water to those who are 
thirsty. The very best response to the prospects of Jesus' 
return 'is to be busy about kingdom work, not to sit ' 
idly by, speculating on how this or that may or may 
not be a fulfillment of some biblical text. A true bibli­
cal vision of the future prescribes the transformation 
of this earth, not escape from it. 

But regardless of whether or not he ever joins in, you and of us all is more than slightly ironic. What's worse is 
your children will have made the most of your time that no one really knows what is going to happen in 
together.-Susan Howell the first days, weeks and months of the year 2000. De-

Q: Got any words of wisdom I can use to start the new year 
off right? 

Missionary Jonathan Goforth had these seven "rules" 
written on the flyleaf of his Bible. I include them with 
comments after each rule: 

I Seek to give much. Expect nothing. Your degree of 
frustration in life nearly always is the result of unrealistic 
expectations. Be a giver, not a taker. 

I Put the vet}' best construction on the actions of others. 
Rarely do we understand the complex motives of others. 
Positive approaches are much, more likely to produce positive 
results. • 

I Never let a day pass without at least a quarter of an hour 
spent in Bible study. The "love letter from God" is waiting to 
be read. Neglect its wisdom at your peril. 

I Never omit daily morning and evening prjvate prayer and 
devotions. In our hectic world, spending time with God and 
God alone is more important than ever for correct focus. 

I In all things, seek to know God's will, and when known, 
to obey it at any cost. The Bible provides the principles. We 
provide the obedience. Then God provides the blessings. 

I Seek to cultivate a quiet, prayerful spirit. A Spirit­
controlled temperament is a powerful and effective source of 
strength. , 

I Seek each day to do or say something to further 
Christianity. Be a contagious Christian. Move someone a little 
further jn the right direction each and every day. 

And from Harold Ivan Smith: Live as though you are 
passionately in love with yourself. Then you will treat yourself 
with the same respect you would for the most important 
person you could meet After all , that's the way God feels 
a.bout you, too. Care enough about yourself to practice the 
disciplines Goforth outli.ned above. God says you're worth 
it-James Stillwell ' • 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Cliurch in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
sirigies at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University;- Wade 
Rowatt; director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in 
Loul'sville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine; 
Send questions for FamiJy Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. ' • 

spite efforts at full compliance and assurances by gov­
emnient and industry alike, some say there will be dras­
tic problems. Such dire predictions of near or total col­
lapse have many worried. • 

While some will be eating, drinking and making 
merry, others will spend the night stuffing cold hard 
cash into their beds. 

Christians, too, seem to have caught this Y2K bug. 
Some well-intending Christians are predicting the re­
turn of Jesus in the year 2000 and are finding predic­
tions of the Y2K computer bug on every page of the 
Bible. All this, and more, despite the fact that the way 
we reckon years is off by at least four and, consequent-

The Great Physician's recommendation for a per­
sistent Y2K fever? "Take one healthy dose of gospel 
discipleship and check back in the new millennium." 
Carey Newman is editor of academic books for Westmin­
ster John Knox Press in Louisville 

L 

How can it be made salty again? 
By Jim Holladay 

"You are the salt of the earth. But if 
the salt loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown 
out and trampled by men" ( Matthew 
5:/3 NIV). 

Men who SP,end their 
lives at sea become 
known as "old salts." 
While many sailors are 
known for their salty 
language, being called 
an "old salt" has little to 
do with their language, 
and much to do with 
their identity. 

A person whose life is spent at sea 
begins to develop characteristics that 
distinguish him or her from "landlub­
bers." A sailor develops sea legs, al­
lowing him to maintain balance on a 
surface in constant motion. A sailor's • 
skin adjusts to the constant barrage of 
wind and salt water by taking on a· 
weather-beaten look. Deep in a sail­
or's character is the love of adventure 
and the thrill of harnessing, and some­
times overcoming, the forces of na­
ture to make that adventure a reality. 

No one is more frustrated than a 

sailor forced to retire from the sea. 
Retired sailors rarely distance them­
selves totally from the trappings of life 
at sea. It might be said that one can 
take a sailor off the sea, but one can 
never remove the sea from a sailor. 

Matthew 5:13 is tucked inauspi­
ciously betwe.en the Be­
atitudes, which describe 
Christian character, and 
the ethical demands of 
the Christian life. Yet it 
serves to emphasize the 
necessity of taking on 
the characteristics of a 
disciple. More than pre­
scribing a course of ac­
tion, this verse pictures a 
state of being. • 

We do not become Christians sim­
ply by doing Christian things. We be­
come Christians when our legs be­
come so accustomed to walking the 
Christian way that we feel awkward 
on any other path. We become Chris­
tians when we love the adventure of 
following Jesus. We become Chris-
• tians when our bodies and souls be­
gin to bear the scars of suffering with 
Jesus. 

_ Perhaps Jesus knew that we always 
would be tempted to put doing over 
being. So, as he moves into the <!-is-

course on kingdom ethics, he reminds 
us that the proper focus is on who we 
are becoming. Authentic discipleship 
does not consist of the sum total of 
good deeds and moral acts. Authentic 
discipleship involves a transformation 
of our personhood. We allow Christ 
to reconstruct the sum and substance 
of who we are. 

For that reason, this first of two 
analogies on Christian identity not 
only compares Christians with salt, 
but asks a crucial question. If a Chris­
tian abandons his or her Christ-formed 
self, can he or she ever regain that 
identity? . 

The clear implication of Jesus' re­
sponse to his question is that while it 
is possible, it is also intensely diffi­
cult. One not only should count the 
cost before deciding to follow Jesus, 
but one also should consider the con­
sequences of abandoning the Christian 
life. 

·Restoration is not simply a matter 
of picking up where one left off. Salt­
iness can be restored only if one is 

willing to submit 
again to the trans­
forming power of 
God to re-form one's 
person. 
Jim Holladay is pastor 
of Clifton Baptist 
Church in Louisville 
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Kentucky Baptist 
Evangelism Conference 

Porter Memorial Baptist Church 
4300 Nicholasville Road • Lexington, Kentucky 

Monday-Tuesday, · February 22-23, 1999 

1. Best Western Regency 
2241 Elkhorn Road 
1-75 at US 60 Exit 110 
(606) 293-2202 
All rooms $44.00 
Free continental breakfast 

2. Campbell House Inn 
1375 Harrodsburg Road 
(606) 255-4281 
All rooms $75.00 
Reservation deadline: 
February 1, 1999 
Indoor pool, golf, dining room 

3. Comfort Inn 
2381 Buena Vista Drive 
(606) 299-0302 
Single $55.95 2P, 2 dbl beds 
$55.95, 3P $60.95 4P $65.95 
Free continental breakfast 
indoor pool 

4. Comfort Suites 
Beaumont Center 
3070 Fieldstone Way 
(606) 296-4446 
Harrodsburg Rd. at New Circle 
Free continental breakfast 

5. Country Inn Suites 
2297 Executive Drive 
Exit 11 0 Highway 60 
(606) 299-8844 
Free continental breakfast 

6. Fairfield Inn-Marriott 
3050. Lakecrest Circle 
(606) 224-3338 
2P, 2 dbl beds $65.00 
Reservation deadline: 
January 22, .1999 
Free continental breakfast 

7. Hampton Inn 1-75 
2251 Elkhorn Road 
(606) 299-2613 
Single $69.00 
All others $79.00 
Free continental breakfast, 
indoor pool, exercise room 

8. The Kentucky Inn 
525 Waller Avenue • 
(606) 254-1177 
Single $47.00 
2P, 2 dbl beds $52.00 
3P $57.00 4P $57.00 . 

Reservati on deadl ine: 
February 1. 1999 
Dining room 

9. Red Roof Inn-South 
2651 Wilhite Drive 
(606) 277-9400 
All'rooms $49.99 

10. Sheraton Suites 
of Lexington 
2601 Richmond Road 
(606) 268-0060 
All rooms $69.00 

Reservation deadline: 
February 8. 1999 
Restaurant 

11. The Springs Inn 
2020 Harrodsburg Road 
(606) 277-5751 
All rooms $50.00 
Reservation deadline: 
January 22, 1999 
Restaurant 

12. Waller House Inn 
1229 South Limestone St. 
(606) 278-6625 

··;r••·•••~ ·•···········•/••<;;/·'°' KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION 

• For more information, call the KBC Office for Evangelism at 502-254-4737 or Toll Free 1-888-254-5722. 
Childcare available for pre-school age during conference sessions. To make reservations call Marilyn Huffman at 

696/272-3441, ext. 222. Limited space! First come . . .first served! Reservation deadline: Thursday, February .18, 1999 
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Missionary's stories teaching children basic Christianity 
By Norman Miller 
SBC International Mission Board 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania­
Children held a special place in Jesus' 
heart. He seemed to reprimand the dis­
ciples when they tried to shoo the lit­
tle ones away from him. 

Darla Veitch embodies that same 
love for children every time she tells 
Bible stories to the kids of Dar es Sa­
laam, where she and her husband, 
Brad, are missionaries. 

Like so many women missionar­
ies, Mrs. Veitch's official assignment 
is "church and home" ministry. The 
"home" part she takes very seriously. 
It's important to her to "provide an 
oasis for Brad," whose assignment is 
church development. 

But when it comes to her ministry 
outside the home, that's where the 
dark-eyed innocents become vitally 
important. 

"I have a burden for the children," 
she says. 

That's because she knows their 
spiritual condition. About 70 percent 
of Dar es Salaam inhabitants are Mus­
lim. They also are uneducated because 
Islam keeps them that way. They 
don't value educational progress. 
When other children are in school, 
Islamic, mosques are full of children 
studying the Koran and learning the 
religion's "worshipful chants.'.' 

. During one backyard Bible school, 
Mrs. Veitch became painfully aware 
of this. Every day most of the children 
she was ministering to ran off just be­
fore 2 p.m., as if on cue. She discov­
ered they were going to the mosque. 

"That broke my heart and awak­
ened me to a great need they have," 
she says. She's filling that need with 
Bible story sessions at local Baptist 
churches. 

She started with seven children, 
none of whom had parents attending 
the church. In a few weeks, 40 neigh-

STORY TIME Missionary Darla Veitch has attracted a following of children who come to 
hear her tell stories about the Bible. She also is teaching other church workers to do the 
same so she can take the project to many churches in Tanzania. "I 
have a burden for the children," she says. (/MB photo by Matt Jones) 

borhood children were awaiting her 
arrival for each session. All but one 
had no other connection to the church. 

''The children are waiting for me 
outside the church," Mrs. Veitch says. 

. ''They jump and shout and clap their 
hands when I drive up.'' 

Mrs. Veitch uses a teaching tech­
nique called "storying," essentially 
paraphrasing in understandable terms 
Bible stories. 

She also has started teaching En-
glish as part of the ministry. . 

The classes, which are free, are so 
successful that people want to know 
how much they cost. Many, regard­
less of religion, want their children to 
attend. 
• But Mrs. Veitch is one person. So 
she's working to teach church mem­
bers how to "story" the Christian mes­
sage and Bible stories so they can car­
ry on the ministry. Then she'll move 
to the next church and start over. 

• "What Darla does is key to our 
strategy of reaching this city," her 
husband says. 

"Many church­
es discount contri­
butions young peo­
ple might make. So 
if we start when 
they are 6- and 7-
and 8-years-old, 
then when they 
tum 16and 17they 
can benefit the 
church, utilizing the background Dar­
la has given them," he says. 

The Veitches say that when the 
kids grow up they'll love the church 
because it has given them so much. 
The children might want to attend Bi­
ble college and seminary. 

"With this kind of plan, 10 to 15 
years from now our churches will be 
exploding with solid, theologically • 
trained young men and women who 
are ready to serve because they will 
have gotten that service idea from the 
ground up," Veitch adds. "Instead of 
having the mindset of 'What can the 
church do for me,' they'll ask, 'What 
can I do for God?"' 

The Tidenbergs see their work amona the Maas 
Continued from page 1 
accepted Christ in the last two years. 

Times weren't always this good in 
Maasaini. 

By January 1997, two years of 
drought and subsequent famine had 
exacted a tragic toll. Livestock littered 
the land, dehydrated and dead. With­
out goats, sheep and cattle, the Maa­
sai had no source of income. They 
were thirsting and dying, too. 

When the Tidenbergs planned a 
water project in early 1997, many lo­
cals were skeptical. The dairy goat 
project Tidenberg began in 1996 had 
opened some doors for ministry, but 
not enough. "On the first day of the 
project, we pulled up with a lorry 
(truck) with 6,000 liters of water on 
the back," he recalls. 

The water project threw open 
floodgates of spiritual ministry, he 

. said. "The love of Christ was shared 
and the Baptist name went down in 
the long-term memory of the Maasai. 
Plus, we were able to share the mes­
sage of Christ and the importance of 
'living water."' In one area, more than • 
200 people accepted Christ as their 
personal Savior, he says. . 

By Easter 1997, rainfall had alle­
viated the water problem, but not the 

famine. Families were starving. 
The Tidenbergs requested enough 

money from the Southern Baptist In­
ternational Mission Board's human 
needs office to feed 40,000 people for 
about a month. The gargantuan task 
of distributing 320 tons of maize 
proved exhausting, but it also proved 
evangelistically successful. 

. ..What a blessing it was to share the 
love of Christ in the shape of a five­
gallon bucket of corn," Tidenberg 
says. That love was underscored in the 
preaching of the gospel by Maasai 
pastors at each distribution point, and 
the inclusion of a pamphlet explain­
ing Christianity with almost every 
container of com. 

The project gave credibility to the. 
Tidenbergs as members of a mission 
organization that loved the Maasai. 
And it opened up areas of Maasaini 
that were closed before. 

"Since the project, I've not been in 
one boma where the people didn't 
know who we are, personally, and the 
Baptist name as well," Tidenberg 
says. "We are welcomed to tell them 
;ibout Jesus." 

The famine relief project helped 
plant several churches, encouraged 
other ones and influenced more than 

500 Maasai to become Christians. 
In one region near the foot of 

Mount Kilimanjaro, people are "beg­
ging" not for food but for churches to 

be planted, Tidenberg says. "But we 
just don't have the time or personnel 
to getto all the areas that need to hear 
the gospel." 

About the writer 

Norman Miller wrote 
these stories, which 
originally appeared in 
The Commission 
magazine, a publication 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's 
International Mission 
Board. 

Miller has since 
become director of news 
and information at 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville. 
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MISSIONS 
Maasai leader goes from bottle to Bible 

LONGIDO, TANZANIA- Laza­
ro Orpusongu walked three days from 
his village to Tim and Annie Tiden­
berg' s house just to meet the new 
Southern Baptist missionaries. 

"We are so glad you are here," he 
told Tidenberg, "because we are a 
hungry people." . 

Tim explained his main purpose in 
Longido was not to 
provide food. 

"Oh, you misun- • 
derstand me," the 
headman of a Maa­
sai village replied. "I 
am not asking for 
food. I am asking for 
the bread of life. We ~ 
are hungry for 
God's word." 

Orpusongu had 
another urgent need. 
Alcoholism clutched him. 

Alcohol in Tanzania's bush coun­
try comes from a homemade corn beer 
that packs quite a punch. A blind-side 
hook is more like it. That hook sank 
deep into Orpusongu. 

Orpusongu became involved with 
the Tidenbergs and their work. Keep­
ing his habit hidden, he began to lead 
a church as pastor. But the beer still 
enslaved him. 

"Then God did something one day 

to bring great change in my life­
something I had not planned," Orpu­
songu said. 

A friend invited Orpusongu to a 
celebration where there would be 
plenty of beer- the Maasai custom. 
But the party was on a Sunday, and 
Orpusongu was convicted about that. 
To avoid the conflict, he held church 

early and then went 
to the party. 

and prayed for hours- asking God to 
rid him of his addiction. 

"I saw God's power and strength 
in my life, and I left alcohol. Since 
then, I have known his peace," Orpu0 

songu said. "Now, when I smell alco­
hol on someone else, it makes me 
sick." 

Tidenberg said, "It's very unusual 
for men in this culture to even consid­
er leaving alcohol. It's a big problem." 
- Orpusongu uses this victory to tell 

others about the power of God. 
"Even though.the work in Maasai 

land is very hard, the work that I do 
for God gives me great joy and hap­
piness," he said. 

Orpusongu _ 
planned to do his 
drinking in the 
friend's hut, hoping 
to remain unseen by 
any church members. 
The plan went awry 
when he staggered 
from the ,hut and 
passed out in the 
broiling African sun. 

Church members did pass by. They 
carried him to some shade. Orpuson­
gu awoke to the disgrace of being car­
ried by the very people his life's ex­
ample was supposed to uplift. 

That work now includes traveling 
a 35-rnile circuit to five churches he 
planted in one year. It also includes 

. the work assigned to him as part of 
the pastoral training he gets in the 
Tidenberg's Bible school. 

"I felt great shame and covered my 
eyes," he recalled. 

Coming out of his stupor, Orpuso­
ngu said, he remembered Psalm 
139:7-12. 

The next afternoon, Orpusongu got 
his Bible and hid in the bush. He read 

Orpusongu said his hunger to learn 
and serve comes not only from God's 
power, but also from Tidenberg's in­
fluence. "If it weren't for Tim, I would 
be in a major state of darkness. 

"Because of his life, I have seen 
many lives changed. There are now 
many followers of Jesus Christ in my 
homeland," he said. "The light has 
come to my homeland because of 
T• " un. 
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Women's Lifestyle 
Evangelism Conference 

@a,~,1, lddte~-
March 15 (day) ....... Lexington, Porter Memorial Baptist Church 
March 15 (evening) .... Louisville, Saint Matthews Baptist Church 
March 16 (day) ....... Bowling Green, Living Hope Baptist Church 
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Registration deadline is March 1, 1999. On-site registrations permitted, but 
will be limited to available space. Group registrations are preferred, and 
should be coordinated by your church women's missions leader/ designee. 

(;e,?· . 
C?f1411 . , . . ~-

Registration - $10 per person (On-site - $15) 
Lunch (day attendees only) - $5 per person 
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Office for Evangelism, Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Keµtucky Woman's Missionary Union 

Woman's Missionary Auxjliary, General Association of Baptists 

Central District General Association of Baptists 
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Gospel Singer 
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1-800-266-6477 
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MISSIONS 
Link with past adds sense of destiny to church starters I 
By Norman Miller 
SBC International Mission Board 

DAR ES SALAAM, Tanzania­
The lifeless body bobbed in the jade 
wake at Kunduchi Beach. A ravenous 
riptide had sucked the life out of him. 
His heart was no match for the evil 
current. 

A close-knit 
group of missionaries 
had planned a picnic 
on the white sand 
near Dar es Salaam, 
Tanzania. Now 
they'd plan a funeral. 

Afterfeverish,fu­
tile attempts to revive 
the victim, two of the 
missionaries-both 
doctors-pro­
nounced the city's first church devel­
oper from the Southern Baptist Inter­
national Mission Board dead. 

Halfway around the globe, in Okla­
homa City, Okla., other doctors 
worked feverishly. But their efforts 
weren't futile. They brought a future 
missionary into the world. On the day 
church developer W.O. "Wimpy" 
Harper died-Sept. 4, 1958- Brad 
Veitch was born. 

Thirty-six years later, Veitch stood 
with Darla, his wife, at Harper's grave 
site in Dar es Salaam. Solemnity hung 
thick in the air, like the coastal city's 
humidity. The couple read the tomb-

stone and stood stunned by the signif-
icant date. • 

When the Veitches came to Tan­
zania's capital in 1994, it was much 
more populous and modem than what 
Wimpy knew, but Islam still wielded 
a powerful grip. The city was once 
about 95 percent Muslim. Today, 70 

percent. The reason? 
Dar es Salaam has 
the world's second 
highest urbanization 
rate, doubling its 
population every 10 
years. 

In the last decade, 
the population 
swelled from about 
1.6 million fo about 
3 million. That' in~ 
flux diluted Islam's 

influence somewhat. But it really 
hasn't made Veitch's job much easi­
er. It has, however, made him think. 

"I look to the ministry of the apos­
tle Paul," he said. "Paul's missionary 
journeys took him to urban centers. 
Then the gospel spread from them. 

"And if you think about it, you 
never hear of a fad starting in 'Bug­
tussle,' Okla., and then sweeping into 
L.A. It's the other way around." 

Islam spread in this region of Afri­
ca by following trade routes out of the 
port city and into Tanzania's hinter­
lands. Islam landed in Dar es Salaam 
in the 1500s, followed by Roman Ca-

N ,... , 
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tholicism about 300 years later. Prot­
estant Christianity began making in­
roads in the late 1800s. 

"Consider, then, that we are gen­
erations behind others in the dissemi­
nation of religious thought and ideas 
here," Veitch said. "So, our work is 
cut out for us." 

"But what if Christianity were to 
take hold of this Muslim city?" he 
asked. "And what if it spread from Dar 
along those same old paths as Islam 
did? 

"Dar still is a place of great influ­
ence, so if Christianity could take hold 
here, it could dispel and disperse Is­
lam. That's my vision for what I want 
to happen." 

In the first 35 years of Southern 
Baptist ministry in Dar es Salaam, five 
churches were planted. But since the 
Veitches' arrival, 11 more have been 
planted-each the result of a success­
ful church planting project imple­
mented by the Tanzania Baptist Con­
vention and the Baptist Mission of 
Tanzania. 

The joint church planting project 
required research, planning and tact­
a formula the Veitches know well­
because the variety of tribal peoples 
in Dar es Salaam is diverse. 

''People of the same tribes live in 
pockets in the city, so we try to match 
leaders and tribes together," Veitch 
said. Even though the project was suc­
cessful, Veitch doesn't have enough . 

• qualified leaders for such a custom­
ized approach to church planting and 
leadership. -

There are several pastors and evan- • 
gelists whom Veitch trains weekly, 
who are eager to get involved in min-

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

istry in their city. "But I can't afford 
to start with some of those who are 
long on enthusiasm and short on bib­
lical theology. I'd have a mess then," 
Veitch said. 

While he wants io start a seminary 
branch in Dar es Salaam, he's not 
waiting to educate others. "I've got 
fiv~ in the seminary at Arusha right 
now. When they get out, things will 
really take off around here." 

Tribalism and a lack of trained 
leaders are just two considerations in 
church planting. "We have the .urban 
rich, the upper middle class, the edu­
cated and uneducated, the urban poor 
and street people," Veitch said. Each 
group requires a different approach. 

But the Veitches are reaching hun­
dreds through a water well project in 
a community where inhabitants once 
had to walk more than a mile to a pol­
luted river to get their water. Or they 
had to pay a substantial fee to a water 
vendor. 

"We used to walk to the river and 
get nasty water," ·said one woman. 
"We got very sick from that water. 
Now we have good water for our fam- . 
ilies." • 

Discipleship is the kind of minis­
try Veitch most enjoys, he said, be­
cause it can have the greatest impact. 
When he became a missionary, he 
didn't see himself as a church build­
er. "It's certainly a great and neces­
sary activity. I enjoy it, but it eats up 
so much of my time. 

"I'd rather find ways of reaching 
the Muslims and this city," he added, 
"and then hand that off to the local 
leaders, teaching them to do the 
same.'' 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 370-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 
Since 1953 

CHURCH STARTERS Brad 
and Darla Veitch (center) 
hope their church starting 
work in the Tanzanian 
capital of Dar es Salaam 
will spread Christianity 
throughout the area. "If you 
think about it, you never 
hear ol a fad starting in 
'Bugtussle,' Okla., and then 
sweeping into L.A.," Veitch 
said. "It's the other way 
around." (/MB photo by 
Matt Jones) 
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Web is latest:target in abortion lawsuits 

PORTLAND, Ore. (RNS)-A 
Web site that_ targets doctors who 
perform abortions is the subject of a 
trial that opened last week in Ore­
gon. 

Meanwhile, a Florida abortion 
clinic owner has sued two online ser­
vices claiming they provided anti­
abortion activists with personal infor­
mation about visitors to her clinic. 

The Portland, Ore., trial centers on 
a Web site called "The Nuremberg 
Files" and whether it is a threat to phy­
sicians or a protected form of free 
speech, USA Today reported. 

The trial is the result of a suit by 
the Portland Planned Parenthood 
chapter, a Portland clinic and five doc­
tors who sought $200 million in dam­
ages from Advocates for Life Minis­
tries, the American Coalition of Life 
Activists and other individuals who 

disseminate information about the 
Web site and distribute fliers and 
wanteq posters criticizing abortion 
providers. 

Monica Miller of Milwaukee, the 
lead<:!r of Citizens for a Pro-Life Soci­
ety and a former defendant, said the 
plaintiffs "want to suppress pro-life 
speech" that groups like hers use to 
"expose the reality of abortion." 

The plaintiffs state the Web site 
and posters could incite violence that 
is banned by the 1994 Freedom of 
Access to Clinics law. 

"Sites like 'Nuremberg' ~re a 
threat to doctors because the anti-abor­
tion movement in the United States 
follows up ... with violence," said 
Bonnie Jones, an attorney for the New 
York-based Center for Reproductive 
Law and Policy. 
• On the Web site, the names of four 

doctors and two clinic workers who 
have been killed since 1993 are 
crossed off. 

The Florida suit, filed this week in 
Orlando, names CompuServe and 
TML Information Services, which 
anti-abortion activists allegedly used 
to get names and addresses from li­
cense plate numbers of cars driven to 
the clinic. 

The lawsuit seeks an injunction to 
stop the activities of abortion oppo­
nents who observe the Aware Wom­
an Center for Choice clinic from a 
house across the street in Melbourne, 
Fla., Associated Press reported. 

- Visitors to the clinic have received 
letters from anti-abortion opponents. 
In one case, the activists learned the 
identity of a clinic visitor, trailed her 
to a hospital and also followed her in 
a department store, the suit states. 

Congregation wins church-state property lawsuit 
MONTPELIER, Vt. (ABP)-The 

Vermont Supreme Court has ruled 
that the separation of church and state 
is not violated by a state law exempt­
ing churches and other charitable or­
ganizations from "adverse posses­
sion" claims against their property. 

The Vermont court's ruling was 
applauded by Brent Walker, Baptist 
Joint Committee general counsel. 

"It was important for the court to 
understand that not every accommo­
dation of religion amounts to an im­
permissible establishment of reli­
gion," he said. 

Busy every weekend of every month 
Our first column of the new year 

finds us with some real winter 
weather. It's a challenge to deal 
with snowy, icy conditions at Ce­
darmore. With the hills and long 
walks, the combination of snow and 
ice makes it hard to get around. 

But it also turns the place into a 
winter wonderland. The beauty of 
the place with a blanket of fresh 

to spring and summer. Camp sea­
son will be here quickly, and we 
have many improvements that we 
are striving to make before then. 

As I always remind folks, we're 
making progress, but sometimes it 
doesn't come as quickly as we 
would like, due to the financial 
pressure that we will continue to 
deal with in the foreseeable future . 

snow is spectacular. We · 
do all we can to over~ 
come the snow, and most 
of the time we do fine, 
but we lost the battle last 
week to the ice storms. 
Snow's beautiful, ice is 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

While we are doing far 
better than we hoped or 
projected, we don't have 
a fraction of the funds to 
do what needs to be done 
in the years ahead. 

something else. 
But even as we find 

ourselves in the midst of 
winter weather, we stay 
busy with retreats and 
conferences. This once 

• was a season in which we Rusty Ellison 

If you haven't made 
your summer camp plans 
for your youth or chil­
dren, consider the camps 
that are facilitated by 
Woman's Missionary 
Union, Brotherhood and 
student ministries of the 
Kentucky Baptist Con­spent most of our time 

getting ready for spring, but now we 
have guests every weekend of ev­
ery month, including January and 
February. • 

It's a great time for staff retreats, 
Sunday school class getaways and 
any other function you can plan to 
break the monotony of winter. So 
give us a call at Cedarmore or 
Jonathan Creek. Don't forget we're 
open year-round now for your con­
ference convenience. 

And while we're in the midst of 
winter, we're already looking ahead 
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·1ention. These camps are outstand­
.. 1g values that run throughout the 
summer at Jonathan Creek and Ce­
darmore. There is information 
headed your way right now that 
details these opportunities, so take 
a look when it comes. We hope to 
see you soon at either of your Ken­
tucky Baptist Conference Centers. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 

The ruling came in a dispute over 
a driveway separating a Methodist 
church and an adjacent business. Sur­
veys showed that the driveway, which 
had been used for years by Cold Hol­
low Cider Mill, was owned by Water­
bury Center Community Church. 

In most cases, Vermont law sets a 
15-year time limit for property own­
ers to assert exclusive possession and 
use of property that is being used by 
others. But the 15-year limitation does 
not apply to property owned by "pub­
lic, pious or charitable" organizations. 

The owners of the cider•mill, ar-

gued that exempting churches from 
the time limitation unconstitutionally 
advances religion. 

But a trial court and Vermont's 
highest court sided with the congre­
gation. The state Supreme Court said 
the challenged law provides no sup­
port for religious activities but instead, 
"provides an exemption from a law 
that might inhibit religious activities." 

The exemption's purpose and ef­
fect, the court said, are "not to advance 
religion but to shield real property 
devoted to charitable purposes from 
adverse ownership claims." 
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American 'doomsday' sect members deported from Israel I 
By Elaine Ruth Fletcher • 
Religion News Service 

JERUSALEM (RNS)-Moving to 
head off the possibility of millennium­
induced violence, Israel has ordered 
the deportation of 14 U.S. citizens be­
lieved to be members of the Denver­
based Concerned Christians "dooms­
day" sect. 

Police said they believed the de­
tainees all were members of the Col­
orado group Concerned Christians led. 
by Monte Kim Miller, and that they 
intended to commit an "extreme and 
violent act in the streets of Jersualem 
toward the end of the year 1999, in 
order to hasten the second coming of 
Jesus." 

An estimated 78 members of the 
group disappeared from Denver in 
October, according to news accounts 
at the time, after Miller allegedly told 
them he expected to die and be resur­
rected in Jerusalem just before the turn 
of the millennium. In the past, Miller 
has described himself as a character 
in the New Testament book of Reve­
lation. 

Miller was not in Israel, police said. 
Associated Press, meanwhile, quoted 
a lawyer for three of the detained. men 
as saying they had told him Miller was 
in London. 

The lawyer, Eran A vital, said his 
clients wanted to go to Greece because 
other group members already are there 
and they believe the United States 
would be destroyed soon. 

AP quoted a "senior police source" 
as saying the sect members were plan-

Matt McKee 
By Robert Dunston 

Matt McKee, son of Eddie and 
Sandy McKee of Richmond, spent 
summer 1998 as part of the Son­
Bound sports team. The team taught 
young people how to play and im­
prove their skills in basketball, vol­
leyball, soccer and aerobics. More 
importantly, the team spread God's 
love and message. 

ning violent acts in Jerusalem's walled 
Old City, and one possible location 
was the Temple Mount, site of Jew­
ish-Muslim tensions in the past. 

Israel's security services recently 
set up a special task force to ·try to head 
off millennium-related incidents of 
violence, and are cooperating with the 

Another summer experience 
found the team in Paducah leading 
a Bible study for young people 
whose lives had been jolted by the 
shooting at Heath High School. 
McKee and the others felt a great 
responsibility as they attempted to 
offer hope and good news to those 
so affected by the tragedy. 

McKee, a junior with a major in 

• During the summer, 
the team led sports camps 
and worship services in 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

communication arid the­
ater arts and a minor .in 
religion, said he hopes to 
become the chaplain of a 
professional sports team 
and a motivational speak­
er. He encourages any­
one considering being 
part of a summer mis­
sions Son team to apply. 
He found the summer to 
be a life-changing expe­
rience as he reflected 

12 to 14 churches. One 
highlight was making a 
special presentation at the 
Youth Evangelism Con­
ference in Murray. There 
the team dressed up as 
goalies and performed a 
soccer drill before an au­
dience of 3,000 youth. 
Background music for the drill was 
"Heaven Bound" by de Talk. Mc­
Kee described the experience as 
"great and exciting." 

At the church sports camps, each 
team member taught his or her 
sports specialty. During water 
breaks, a team member presented a 
devotional. McKee's devotional 
was based on Hebrews 12:1-3 and 
was titled "Don't Give Up." 

One of the mo~t special weeks 
of camp occurred when McKee's 
younger brother was a camper. The 
two brothers spent a lot of time to­
gether in meaningful conversation. 

upon his own relationship with God 
and his ministry goals. 

He said he learned the need for 
patience and humility in serving 

• Christ as well as the need to recog: 
nize Christ is -in everyone and is 
working differently in each person. 

Christ does have a place of ser­
vice for each Christian. Kentucky 
Baptist student work and Cumber­
land College are helping McKee 
prepare for his place of service. 

Robert Dunston is chainnan of the re­
ligion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Will­
iamsburg, Ky. 40769 

FBI .in the identification of potential­
ly dangerous cults or cult leaders, re­
ports here indicate. 

But Hebrew University's Ehud 
Sprinzak, an Israeli expert on extrem­
ist religious groups, expressed con­
cern about Israel's inexperience in 
dealing"with U.S.-style sects. 

Such inexperience, he said, could 
lead to the kind of confrontation be­
tween group members and Israeli po­
lice that erupted in the deadly 1993 
conflagration at the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco, Texas, after a 
standoff with federal law enforcement 
agencies. 

A super smile, a special boy 
Meet Bo. At 5'8", this happy, 
outgoing boy is built to shoot 
· baskets. He loves being 
outdoors and says he would like 
to live on a farm. The only 
problem is, Bo doesn't have a 
family. 

Every day in Kentucky there 
are more than 200 children 
like Bo waiting to be adopted. 

Could they be waiting for you? 

Call Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children at 
1-800-928-5242 and find out more about our 

Special Needs Adoption Program. 

. . ~t 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children ·~ 

. http://www.iglo~.com/kbhc K9C 
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A lot of work and a lot of play (Part Ill) 
Ashley is in her second year at Oneida Baptist 

Institute and is a sophomore from Tennessee. Like 
many students who come to OBI, Ashley was 
having real problems at home. We know we can­
not make students do anything, but we can give 
them the opportunity to develop and grow in var­
ious areas of their lives. Ashley is one of those 
students who has taken advantage of many op­
portunities, including being on the honor roll. We 
are so pleased with her progress that it was no 
surprise when she received the Most 
Changed Girl Award. • 

Jared might be our smallest student 
on the farm at 75 pounds. He came to 
us this year from Florida and is a sixth 
grader. When we enrolled him, he told 
us he wanted to make better grades and 
a lot of friends. His grades are coming 
along, and his smile wins him a lot of 
friends. Though he is only 11 years old, 
he has impressed us with his ability and 
received the Decision Maker Award. 

Erin is another one of our staff chil­
dren who loves to be part of the farm 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

provements our students make. Because Chris is 
one of those students, he received the Most 
Changed Boy Award. 

Time does not permit me to tell about all the 
students who were honored during the Harvest 
Banquet. However I do want to mention a few • 
others. Scott earned the Coming Along Award, 
and Ryan received the He-Mari Award. Bruce got 
the Splitter Award, meaning he can organize 
things in such a way as to get things done. Will 

was given the Growing Up Award. 
Another award went to Hunter, who 
received the Cattleman Award because 
of his ability to work with cattle. Josh 
was named our Henry Revel Wannabe. 
Henry is one of our most outstanding 
students overall, and an excellent work­
er on the farm'. Unlike the smaller stu­
dents I told you about earlier, Henry is, 
well let me simply say, not one of our 
smaller students. Josh is following ·in 
Henry's footsteps, both in his actions 
and his size. 

program. She is one of several students W.F. Underwood 
Speaking of Henry, let me tell you 

more about him. Henry came to us as a 
sixth grader in 1993 from Boston, Ky. and staff who attended Future Farmers 

of America camp this summer. Though she is too 
young to be an official part of the FF A program 
this year, she will be eligible next year. Erin re­
ceived the Wait 'Til Next Year Award. She is a 
hard worker and has a sweet spirit. -

Chris came to us from Lexington last year as a 
seventh grader for the second time. Chris was typ­
ical of many of our students in that he was not 
doing well afhome. He had a short temper, did 
not want to go to school, was having major prob­
lems with a sibling and had an overall bad atti­
tude. His grades and attitude are improving very 
well. One of our greatest joys ·is seeing the im-

He had lost his father to cancer and as a result 
was having family problems trying to deal with 
his emotions. Henry is an honor-roll student and 
completely trustworthy. If you need someone to 
guard $1 million or protect your daughter, Henry 
is your man. 

I hope you have enjoyed these articles. Our 
many friends help make our work possible, and 
you share in the success these young people have 
made. Thanks so much for helping to change lives. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, . Ky. 40972. www 
.oneidaschool.org 
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The value 
of your computer 

just went up a degree. 

Pictured are Ed. D. faculty (L to R) Warren Benson, 
Brian Richardson, Jack Cunningham, Mark Simpson 
and Dennis Wilfiams. 

The School of Christian 
Education and Leadership at 
Southern Seminary invites you 
to explore the first Doctor of 
Education in Leadership degree 
on-line. 

• Use the Internet to study full 
time without having to relocate. 

• Complete most of your course 
work at home while continuing 
your full-time ministry. 

• Come to campus for seminars 
three times a year in July, 
November and March. 

• Complete course work for seminars at home through 
Internet discussion groups, e-mail and on-line research. 

• Study with the renowned education and leadership faculty of 
Southern Seminary and other guest specialists. 

Application requirements and detailed program information are 
available on-line at: • 
http://www.sbts.edu/celead/edd/edd.html. 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • LouisvilJe, Kentucky 40280 
l 800 728-7044 • Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 

Welcome to new students 
Fifteen new students had orien­

tation Jan. 5-6. We expect others to 
enroll for night classes. It was en­
couraging to meet them and share a 
challenge from Joshua 1: 1-9 on 
how to succeed in God's calling. 

The ages of new students range 
from 19 to 42, with an average age 
of 27. Eleven are married, and they 
have 12 children. The YCfngest 

year-old son, Bradley, joined our 
December tour group to Israel. 

Previous employment experi­
ence of the entering class includes 
food service, packing, cabinet mak­
ing, tractor operation, legal assis­
tance, lifeguard, housekeeping, 
lamination installation, factory 
work, scale house, military, me­
chanic, nursing assistant and fire 

child is five months and 
the oldest is 15. Lara and 
Joshua Brown married in 
October. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

fighting. Each student 
holds a high school di­
ploma, and 12 have col­
lege experience. 

Students came to us 
from seven states: Ten­
nessee sent five, Ken­
tucky three, Ohio and 
Virginia two, and one 
student each from Mis­
souri, South Carolina and 
Oklahoma. Most of them 
heard about Clear Creek 
from an alumnus, and 

When Timothy • 

several of them have a Bill Whittaker 

Sweetheart retires from 
the army at age 39 to be­
gin classes, he certainly 
will change dress re­
quirements: For 20 years, 
he has been stationed in 
Virginia as part of the 
U.S. Army ceremonial 
fife and drum corps. His 
uniform dates from the 
Revolutionary War, in­pastor who graduated 

from Clear Creek. 
Thirteen of the new class will 

live on campus. Three commute 
from Virginia or Tennessee. Com­
muters are encouraged by a flexi­
ble class schedule. Two attended 
previously as non-degree students 
and now enroll to seek a bachelor's · 
degree. One of those, Judy Edwards 
from Harrogate, Tenn., works as a 

. legal assistant. She seeks Bible. 
training to prepare for mission op- • 
portunities. Edwards and her 15-

cluding the white wig. 
Toni Hearrin said, "I want to se­

cure an associate degree to help an.d 
encourage my husband as we serve 
together in ministry." Forrest and 
Toni Hearrin came to us last year 
from western Kentucky. Their chil­
dren are Forrest, 9, and Jacob, 7. • 

. Pray that the~ new students will 
have a go_od adjustment. 
Bill. Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977 -



: I I 
Just As I Ham: Over 100 Heavenly 
Recipes For Covered Dish Cooking. 
Jane & Mark Jarrell. Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1998. 164 pages. 
$11.99. ♦♦♦♦ (out offive) 

The holidays are over, but potluck 
church dinners will continue into the 
next millennium. 

If you're like me, you have one or 
two dishes you're famous for at your 
church. Most take little brain work, as 
long as you have the ingredients in the 
pantry. I am al ways on the lookout for 

signment, pick "Just As I Ham" as 
your reference. 

Patty Holladay is the wife of re­
viewer Jim Holladay 

Let's Pray: Everyday Prayers for Kids. 
Compiled by Sue Box, with pictures by 
Leon Baxter. Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1998. 128 pages. $9.99. 
God's Word for Me: The Bible for 
Kids. Pat Alexander, with pictures by 
Leon Baxter. Broadman & Holman 
Publishers, 1998. 480 pages. $14.99. 

something new and deli- I '"" ,n, .,,. .. "'' ''" '"' 
cious for those infamous ,·o, "'''""' r,,.,. 000" "' 

♦♦♦ 
"Let's Pray" is a com­

pilation of prayers mostly 
written by children. The 
prayers show that children 
don' t need to use special 
words when speaking to 
God. Because of their sim­
plicity, the prayers do 
speak to a child's heart and 
provide good models for 
children learning to pray. 
The prayers are arranged 

potluck dinners. "Just As I 
Ham" is just what I was 
looking for. 

Not wanting to experi­
ment on the church folks, I 
tried out a few recipes on 
the family. Three recipes 
got thumbs up from every­
one. The orange sherbet 
salad is an easy-to-make 
light salad, perfect for 
Thanksgiving, with its orange color. 
The three-cheese casserole is a plus if 
your family loves pasta or if you're 
having company. With total prepara­
tion time approximately one hour, it 
is simple and serves 12. Last, but not 
least, is chili corn casserole. I made 
this recipe at Christmas, but left out 
the chilies. Another hit. 

One of the best parts of this cook­
book is the section on Feeding The 
Flock. If you've ever been given the 
task of cooking for the Wednesday 
night fellowship or planning the 
homecoming dinner on the grounds, 
this chapter is for you. In simple 1, 2, 
3-step descriptions, you have all you 
need to plan and prepare a dinner for 
large numbers. 

If you want a cookbook to renew 
your interest in potluck dishes or help 
you with the next food committee as-

according to the outline of a child's 
day and are accompanied by colorful, 
somewhat comedic-looking drawings 
that will appeal to young children .. 

"God's Word for Me" follows the 
usual pattern for children's Bible sto­
ry books, in that it begins with the cre­
ation story and concludes with the 
promise of the new world in Revela­
tion. 

The Bible stories are retold in a 
child's vocabulary and are accompa- • 
nied by Leon Baxter's entertaining 
comedic drawings. Stories, on aver­
age, are less than eight pages, only half 
of which is text, as an illustration 
shares each page. Story length is good 
for a child who is just gaining confi­
dence as a reader. 

One weakness in the book' s lay­
out is that that scriptural reference 
should be given with each story, not 

just in the table of contents. 
Both books join most other chil­

dren's prayer and Bible story books 
which, while taking the spiritual de­
velopment of children seriously, pro­
vide only an average, not exception­
al, resource to aid parents in this im­
portant .task. Wayne Hager 

Until He Comes: Daily Inspirations for 
Those Who Await the Savior. Calvin 
Miller. Broadman & Holman Pub­
lishers, 1998. 384pages. $19. ♦♦♦♦ 

For years Calvin Miller has walked 
in the literary world where other 
Christian writers have not. His work 
has been inspirational and challeng­
ing. From fiction to theological trea­
tises to sermons, Miller has been faith­
ful to Scripture and to his own Chris­
tian pilgrimage. 
. • He continues this tradition with this 

new collection of devotions. 
In "Until He Comes," Miller 

records his own journey with the min­
istry of Jesus and his reflection of what · 
Jesus would say to him today. Over a 
period of years, Miller studied Jesus' 
ministry as recorded in Scripture. In 
the course of this study, Miller began 
to record what he thought Jesus would 
say to him now. 

Miller admits he has entered a risky 
area, "putting words into the mouth 
of Christ that are not biblically his.'' 
Miller is, however., no more guilty 
than any preacher or Sunday school 
teacher who attempts to relate Scrip­
ture to our modern setting. 

Each of the 365 entries-begins with 
a Scripture, followed by the reflection 
in Jesus' voice, and concludes with a 
prayer. The devotions take the reader 
on a year-long journey through the 
ministry of Jesus and issues a call to 
take the ministry and teachings of 
Jesus seriously in one's own life. 
Wayne Hager 

Time Apart for My Soul: Daily 
Readings & Reflection for the 
Christian Year. Mary Zimmer. 
Dimensions for Living, 1998. 235 
pages. $12. ♦♦♦♦ 

Many Kentucky Baptists will re­
member Mary Zimmer from her days 
as a member of the Christian educa­
tion faculty at Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary. Currently, she 
serves as pastor of Church of the Sav­
ior in Austin, Texas. A significant part 
of her life has been devoted to the faith 
development and spiritual formation 
of Christian ministers and laypeople. 

''Time Apart for My Soul" is a sol­
id contribution to the world of devo­
tional aides. Zimmer describes two 
purposes for the book. The first is to 
deepen the believer's experience of 
prayer. ''There comes a time for all of 
us to withdraw from the everyday 
schedule in order to seek God's pres­
ence in our lives," she writes. In seek­
ing God's presence, she affirms that 
"prayer is always a place of possibili­
ty," because "a heart open to the Spirit 
of God is a heart open to possibility." 

The daily readings- which include 
a Psalm selection, another reading 
from Scripture, a brief meditation and 
a brief "guided prayer" exercise- are 
designed to shepherd the user into 
daily times of withdrawal and possi­
bility. 

The second purpose is to introduce 
people to the seasons and themes of 
the Christian year. The book moves 
the reader through the gospel story, 
from the hope of Advent to the life of 
the disciple in ordinary time. Those 
not familiar with this way of organiz­
ing church or devotional life might 
find it a bit strange. But I agree with 
Zimmer that allowing the gospel sto­
ry to infuse the seasons of the year 
greatly enriches our Christian walk. 
Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ JANUARY 12 . 1999 13 



"PE.LE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Minister to juvenile killers 'part of God's salvage team' 
Pray for these specific 

needs related to 
Kentucky Baptist 

partnerships with 
Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

■ Haven of Peace 
Academy in Dar Es 

Saalam, Tanzania, new 
teachers this term and 

doors to open to 
purchase additional 

property. 

■ The staff of the 
Baptist Hospital in 

Kigomara, Tanzania, as 
they share the gospel 

and heal the sick. 

■ Gary Hathcock, 
interim business 

manager of the Warsaw, 
Poland, mission, asks 

for prayer that he might 
be more sensitive to the 

needs of the 
missionaries he serves. 

■ Marc and Annie Byrd, 
missionaries in Warsaw, 

Poland, ask for prayer 
that their daughter, 

Rachael, might find a 
friend her age who will 

be "patient enough to 
play with her with her 

limited Polish." 

• ■ New churches slated 
to begin in 1999 in 

Amherst, Mass.; Salem, 
N.H.; Waterboro, Maine; 

and Burlington, Vt. 

■ Garden City Baptist 
Church, a congregation 

begun last year in 
Cranston, R.I. 

■ Four new churches 
started last year in New 
Hampshire by students 
at Southeastern Baptist 

Theological Seminary in 
North Carolina. 

By Trennis Henderson 
Arkansas Baptist Newsmagazine 

ALEXANDER, Ark. (ABP)­
Much has been written recently 
about ministry to victims, families 
and communities in the wake of a 
seeming epidemic of youth' vio­
lence. 

But Greg Kirksey faces the un­
usual opportunity and challenge of 
reaching qut to perpetrators. 

Kirksey, a former pastor, began . 
serving in August as director of 
Covenant Connections at Arkansas' 
Alexander Youth Services Center, a 
state juvenile-detention center. Cov­
enant Connections is a national pi­
lot project "between the juvenile­
detention facility and Boys and Girls 
Club of America to bring the com­
munity and the corrections effort 
into partnership." 

Ten days after he started work­
ing at the facility, the two kids con­
victed of killing four fellow. students 
and a teacher in Jonesboro, Ark., 
were transferred to Alexander. The 
deadly March 1998 ambush at West-

Mountains to the 
Mississippi, a weekly 
collection of news from 
Kentucky Baptist churches 
throughout the state, will 
return next week. 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
of music, able to lead hymns/chorus­
es 4i worship, and conduct adult and 
children's choirs, Some music train­
ing/experience desired. Send resume 
to: Music Minister Search Committee, 
Moreland First Baptist Church, 501 
Old Danville Pike, Hustonville, KY 
40437. 

SEEKING: First Southern Baptist 
Church of Floyds Knobs is seeking to 
employ a part-time, permanent music 
director. Pay and responsibilities will 
be determined by education, level of 
experience and ability. If interested, 
please send resume: First Southern 
Baptist Church, 4631 _Lakeview 
Drive, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119. 

SEEKING: Fee Fee . Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., prayerfully 
seeks your referral for a minister to 
students and church outreach. Locat­
ed in north suburban St. Louis Coun­
ty, we average in excess of650 in two 
morning services, over 500 in Sunday 
school. Fee Fee is a strong traditional 
Southern Baptist church. Responsibil­
ities include directing ministry pro­
grams for youth and college-age stu­
dents. Will also administer the church­
wide outreach program. Strong Chris­
tian character and experience a must. 
Send referrals to: Minister to Students 
and Church Outreach, Fee Fee Bap­
tist Church, 11330 St. Charfes Rock 
Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

WANTED: Experienced daycare 
director, southend location since 
1969. Resume to: Leanne Whitlock, 
Lynn Acres Baptist Church, 5007 
Southside Drive, Louisville, KY 
40214. 
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side Middle School-one of several 
recent school-shooting rampages­
attracted widespread media cover­
age throughout the nation. 

Kirksey described Mitchell 
Johnson, 13, and Andrew Golden, 
11, as "two of the most notorious 
killers in the history of this state." 
Their actions. "have left scars on 
Jonesboro that will last for a life­
time," he said. 

Kirksey recalled that former De­
partment of Youth Services Direc­
tor Paul Doramus asked if he would 
consider serving as "those two 
Jonesboro boys' pastor." 

"I choked with emotion, because 
somehow I knew in the back of my 
mind that was why I was there," said 
Kirksey, who also is a volunteer _ 
chaplain in the facility's serious­
offenders unit. 

"I don't want to minimize the 
pain or hurt in any way that they 
have inflicted upon that communi­
ty," Kirksey said as an introduction 
to his next statement. 

But, "I don't look at Mitchell or 
Andrew as monsters," he added. 
"Jesus was not willing that any 
should perish." 

Kirksey compared- ministry 
among juvenile. offenders to the ex­
ample set in the Bible story about 
Christ healing a leper. "The world 
saw a leper; Jesus saw a man who 
needed to be touched." 

Kirksey said he is stunned at the 
hatred in the world but even more 

"stunned and ashamed of the mean­
ness in our churches. 

"We banish people, we isolate 
them, we shun them because they 
don't fit into our world," he said. 
"They are not our kind .... We must 
guard against becoming hard and 
cruel. If anything, we need more of 
the grace of compassion." 

In his first meeting with Mitchell 
Johnson, Kirksey was introduced as 
a Baptist pastor who had recently 
joined the staff. 

He said Johnson's immediate re­
sponse was: "You are the answer to 
my prayer." 

"I said, 'Mitchell, what do you 
mean by that?' He said, 'When I 
came, I asked if there was a preach­
er or a chaplain that I could talk to, 
and they said we didn't have one. 
So I started praying that God would 
send somebody that I could talk to 
about him, and you are the answer 
to my prayer."' 

Reflecting on that experience, 
Kirksey asked, "Who is going to 
reach out to a love-starved guy like 
Mitchell if not the Christian commu­
nity? Where does he turn? Where 
does he go ifhe repents? Is there any 
hope, or is he damned forever? Has 
he committed the unpardonable sin? 
Do we throw him in the dumpster 
for life, for eternity?" 

Kirksey noted that some people 
expressed concern that he was 
"leaving the ministry" .-when he 
moved from the pastorate to his cur-

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Minister of adult ed- • SEEKING: Bivocational minister 

ucation for a rapidly growing subur- of youth. Godly and mature minister 
ban SBC church with a multifaceted • needed to reach out to youth in grow­
ministry 15 miles east of St. Louis, . ing community through discipleship, 
Mo. Seminary degree or equivalent; fellowship, missions and training. 
professional experience preferred, but Some training/experience desired. 
willing to accept those eager to be Send resume to: Youth Minister 
trained. Send resume to: Dr. Larry Search Committee, Moreland First 
Richmond, FBC, 1111 East Highway Baptist Church, 501 Old Danville 
50, O'Fallon, IL 62269. Pike, Hustonville, KY 40437. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church SEEKING: Full-time minister to 
of Corbin is currently seeking a full- students. The position will require 
time associate minister with primary the ability to provide strong leader­
responsibilities in the area of student ship, direction and training for our 
ministry (K-12). Seminary degree and youth and children's educational 
experience preferred but not required. • programs, plus assist the pastor with 
Please forward resume by Jan. 31 to: the overall ministries of the church. 
Personnel Committee, First Baptist Send resume to: Morganfield First 
Church,401 N. Laurel, Corbin, KY Baptist Church, 200 North Morgan 
40701. ·St., Morganfield, KY 42437, Attn: 

SEEKING: Weekday ministries Search Committee. 
director. Responsibilities: leading SEEKING: Highland Baptist 
Christ-centered program; administra- Church of Shelbyville, Ky., is seek­
tion; supervising caregivers; curricu- ing a director for its weekday child 
lum development; ministry to children care program. Interested applicants 
and families. Program: 2- and 3-year should send resume to: Personnel 
developmental daycare; 4-year pre- Committee, Highland Baptist Church, 
school; summer camp for grades 1-6. P.O. Box 104, Shelbyville, KY 
Healthy budget, over 20 qualified staff 40066-0104. 
members. Minimum qualifications: SEEKING: WMU associate for 
Must meet Kentucky state licensing youth and college. Position requires 
requirements (seminary degree a knowledge of WMU; commitment to 
plus). Resumes and inquiries: First missions education; master's degree; 
Baptist Church, 1400 South Main, experience with youth. Applications 
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Keith will be accepted until the position is 
Stillwell. (502) 886-1216. • filled. In order to be given full con-

SEEKING: Parkway Baptist sideration, applications should be re­
Church of Lexington, Ky., is seeking ceived by Jan. 15. Send resume with 
a pastor. _Please send resume to: Pas- references to: Personnel Committee, 
tor Search Committee, Parkway Bap- Kentucky Woman's Missionary 
tist Church, 1915 N. Broadway, Lex- Union, P.O. Box 436569, Louisville, 
ington, KY 40505. KY 40253. 

rent position. 
"It is troubling because it reflects 

a narrow perspective of ministry 
held by a growing number of Chris­
tians," Kirksey said. 

"If we continue to confine our 
Christianity to Christian radio, 
Christian television, Christian busi­
nesses and Christian gatherings, we 
will eventually choke the gospel to 
death," he said. 

Describing himself as "part · of 
God's salvage team" Kirksey said 
he is pleased that God "strategically 
located me in a place far removed 
from the squeaky-clean atmosphere 
many associate with ministry to 
work with juveniles for whom the 
gospel really is good news." 

Today's church "is missing a 
grand opportunity to proclaim the 
gospel to our nation," Kirksey said. 
"Grace is something that is easy to 
talk about and sing about in church. 
It is easy to study and teach. 

"But when we personalize it and 
we put a face on it, then it becomes 
another matter. We say, 'Not in this 

, instance,' and we begin to make it a 
conditional thing," he said. "When 
you make grace conditional, that is 
not New Testament." 

Correction: A picture on this 
page last week incorrectly identi­
fied Marc Whitt. He is vice presi­
dent for advancement at Camp­
bellsville University. 

SEEKING: AfterschooVsummer 
care director; 30 hours/week during 
academic year, full-time summers. 
Send resume or call Dr. Ron Sisk, 
(502) 896-4425, Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church, 2800 Frankfort Ave., Louis­
ville, KY 40206. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor of worship/music gifted in lead­
ing contemporary praise/worship­
style services in seeker-sensitive en­
vironment. Significant experience/ed­
ucation expected. Send resume to: 
Bellevue Baptist Church, 519 W. By­
ers Ave., Owensboro, KY 42303, or 
fax (502) 685-5134. 

SEEKING: Audubon Baptist 
Church is currently seeking a part­
time minister to children. The church 
seeks a mature Christian who is com­
mitted to children's ministry; -experi­
ence preferred. Interested persons 
should send a resume to: Audubon 
Baptist Church, 1046 Hess Lane, Lou­
isville, KY 40217, Attn: Personnel 
Committee, or call the church office 
at (502) 635-6750. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church of Mayfield, Ky., is accept­
ing resumes for a part-time minister 
of youth. Interested applicants should 
send resume to: Minister of Youth 
Search Committee, High Point Bap­
tist Church, 220 West Farthing St., 
Mayfield, KY 42066. 

SEEKING: Victory Baptist 
Church of Lexington, Ky., is seeking 
a full-time senior pastor. Please send 
resume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
Victory Baptist Church, 2261 Arm-

. strong Mill Road, Lexington, KY 
40515. 

.. 
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'PEOPLE 
Roadside markers pose dilemmas for property owners-I 
By Jeff Kart 
Religion News Service 

I 

BAY CITY, Mich. (RNS)­
There 's a memorial in Roy De­
Lorge's front yard, but not for any-

• one he knew. 
DeLorge came home one day in 

October to find white and purple ar­
tificial flowers stuck in the ground 
by his fence. A month later, a small 
cross appeared with a pine wreath 
and red ribbon on it. 

He doesn't know what to do, he 
said. No one asked him if they could 
put the memorial there , but he 
doesn't feel right disturbing it. 

The memorial is for John Harris, 
78, of Saginaw, Mich., who was 
crossing the road across from De­
Lorge' s house when he was struck 
by a truck and killed Oct. 10. Har­
ris ' family declined comment on die 
memorial. 

"I guess I don't mind (the fami­
ly) leaving it there for a period of 
time, but I guess I don't think it 
should be there indefinitely," De­
Lorge said. 

. His dilemma is not unique. Experts 
say roadside memorials have become 
increasingly popular throughout the 
United States in the last 10 years, cre­
ating uncomfortable issues for people 
and government agencies. 

"At times we feel we're caught 
between a rock and a hard place," said 
Gary Naeyaert, spokesman for the 
Michigan Department of Transporta~ 
tion. "We are caught between the 
competing desires of our department 
to both enhance safety and to be com­
passionate." 

Families are grieving when they 
erect the crosses and usually don't 
think to ask permission from proper­
ty owners. 

When the memorials appear on 
local or state rights of way, as they 
usually do, county road commissions 
and state departments of transporta­
tion tend to leave them alone-an ex­
ception to normal policy. 

"It's a difficult thing. It's a new 
thing," said ChrisTina Leimer, a Tex­
as writer who' s spent the· last four 
years researching American funeral 

customs. "There are not prescribed 
rules for how to do it and who's re­
sponsible. So all those things need to 
be negotiated or they happen by de­
fault. " 

Roadside memorials are becoming 
more popular because traditional fu­
nerals just aren;t enough for people 
anymore, Leimer said. 

"They (funerals) don't have 
enough of the right elements in there 
to start the grieving process for many 
people," she said. 

Roadside memorials let people ex­
press themselves. 

' 'They need to participate," Leimer 
said. "They don't wantto sit back and 
let some minister who may not have 

1 known this person very well deliver a 
eulogy. We're inventing a new way 
of saying goodbye." 

Just up the road from the Harris 
cross, Elgin Nichols removed a road­
side memorial placed at the front of 
his business. 

The family of John Steward put 
four concrete blocks topped with .a 
cross in front of Nichols' Appliance 
& Kitchen Gallery warehouse, where 
Steward landed in a fatal motorcycle "We don't tend to want daily re-
accident in 1995. minders of death in our life," said Le-

The memorial was secured with imer, who runs the Tombstone Trav­
screws to a concrete median in the eller' s Guide, an Internet Web site. 
parking lot, Nichols said. He had The memorials are an especially 
workers remove it after about five touchy subject for governments, 
months. which routinely remove other objects, 

Nichols said people told him the like political signs, from road rights 
me~o.rial wa~ distra~µng . , of.way. . ~ _ 

"I don't have a problem with peo- Nationwide, governments that re-
ple in terms of wanting to remember move roadside memorials are the ex­
their loved ones," Nichols said. "But ception, Leimer said. Homemade 
when I get a couple of calls from peo- crosses and other memorials have 
ple that said there was almost an acci- been banned in California and Flori­
dent there, I said, 'I've got to do some- da. 
thing."' The Florida Department of Trans-

Art Carmona, a friend of the Stew- portation, however, will replace unau­
ards who lives just south of Nichols' thorized memorials with standardized 
warehouse, volunteered to put the ones upon written request. The memo­
Steward memorial in his back yard, rials are 2 feet tall, white, circular and 
overlooking the scene. plastic, with the words "Drive Safe-

Leimer said roadside memorials ly" and the name of the deceased. 
provoke strong feelings on both sides. The state of Texas erects 2 1/2-
Those who erect them have a strong foot, white wooden crosses through a 
drive to honor the person who died program with Mothers Against Drunk 
and mark the accident that killed them. Driving. A plaque on each cross gives 
Others might find the memorials too the name of the victim and a date of 
morbid. birth and death . . 

••·• incl., ...... . 

Florida' s program s~arted with 
crosses in 1997, but the design was 
changed after some complaints that 
the state was violating the First 
Amendment by supporting religion. 

The Texas program has been chal­
lenged in the Legislature for similar 
reasons and at the local level as "vi­
sual pollution,; .Leimer: said, But the _ 
program remains in place after at least 
IO years. 

Overall, Leimer said she thinks the 
ritual of road memorials is a good 
thing. 

"It helps people to face the reality 
of what happened by trying to under­
stand, by seeing the spot where it hap­
pened, and that's part of initiating 
grief, of getting the grieving process 
going ... accepting and facing the re-
ality of death. • 

"It also has• a social message be­
cause it's letting the world know that 
someone died here, that they were 
important to someone, that bonds 
were broken, that it's a dangerous · 
world," she said. "It' s a message to 
beware." 
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prayer partners. The service ·''has. been a 
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said: "It's. got people praying for one •·•·•. 

;.another and caring fo(one another/' T .. !S 
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narrit9f a person they areJo .pray fgr eve 
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e mo.gt9..... . . 'rs .. . _',< . .-. .... < said pe wondered, •iwhatcan'we do so. this. age spectrum, 
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2 years/!' ·• ,t • • > •• differentsections of the auditorium. . on the firstSu 
The}~iy_ice .en9$, .With pepple in a ryoe ....... , Prayer partners.hay(th~lped pott/t .. 'Therfs ~O.~~ 
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he hymn","AlrDay'Long." < .· •• .. < ,;r • For some c~ses in which people haven't y,. Wfgood tnc" 

Pr.aye,~partner night has becpme tqe '! spoken to each' other in years, one oUhe • 
• • • • • .... tt,;nrlo rl . ~un.9ay9Ig_ht .c: i gotJhe o.ther's 11a,111e a11c1 now they are, 
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DEARLY DEPARTED Judy 
Clancey, sister of John 
Steward, places a kiss on a 

• marker to remember 
Steward's fatal motorcycle 
accident in 1995. Such 
markers represent what 
one person said is a desire 
by the griev~ng to do 
something extra to 
remember lost loved ones. 
(RNSphoto) 
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It's easy. It's affordable. It saves staff time. It gives m·ore for your money. 

Call today ·for details. (502) 244~&470. 
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