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Ban on job
discrimination
for gays won’t
exempt KBHC

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Strength-
ened by the publicity from a les-
bian fired by Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children, the city of
Louisville’s board of alderman
again is considering laws to pro-
hibit job and housing discrimina-
tion based on homosexuality.

But the
ordinances’
exemptions
for reli-
gious
groups
have been
changed
from previ-
ous  ver-

~sions and
would af-
fect two
KBHC offices in the city, accord-
ing to agency president Bill -
Smithwick.

On Jan. 12, five Louisville al-
derman sponsored three ordi-
nances to prohibit discrimination
against homosexuals in employ-
ment, housing and public accom-
modations. Seven of the 12 alder-
men have said they will support
the ordinance on job discrimina-
tion, according to the Louisville
Courier-Journal newspaper.

Like previous proposals, the
laws would exempt religious in-
stitutions or charities and schools
operated by a religious group.

But unlike previous proposals,
the exemption would not apply
to agencies who get more than
half their funding from local,
state or federal government.

=} See Gay:r_ights page‘3

Smithwick

BIG & GETHNG BIGGEH The popularity of B/ble and d/smplesh/p study groups such as B/b/e Study Fe//owsh/p (above) continues to

grow. Advocates say the groups meet needs Christians have for in-depth learning to apply the Bible to their daily lives. This week’s
Western Recorder looks at four of the most popular movements in America. See stories on pages 6-9. (Bible Study Fellowship photo)

Kentucky joins trend of Bible study growth

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—If your new year’s
resolutions include a promise to grow
stronger in the Christian faith, join the
club.

More accurately, you might join
the thousands of Christians who attend
Bible study and discipleship groups.

Whether meeting during the
evening, morning or lunch hour, these
courses are on the rise, said Jim
Clontz.

The associate director of disciple-
ship and stewardship for the Kentucky
Baptist Convention estimates 800
Baptist groups in the state have com-
pleted such studies.

“They’re primarily lay-driven,”
said Clontz. “They’re taught by lay-
persons and the people in the groups
are laypersons. They help by giving
church members a greatly-increased
vision.”

Kentucky’s growth reflects a na-
tionwide trend, said Henry Blackaby,
co-author of “Experiencing God,” a
12-week study course that has sold
more than 2 mil-
lion copies.

“There’s® -a
huge hunger,”
said Blackaby,
who also serves as
assistant to three
Southern Baptist
agency  presi-
dents. “There was
a spiritual vacu-
um. People were
saying, ‘There
must be more to
the Christian life
than just activi-

That desire can be seen in tangible
ways. Kay Arthur’s Precept Ministries
sells 200,000 copies of her Bible stud-
ies a year, four times the average of

Making Disciples

Four of America's
hottest Bible studies

her book sales in 1970.

LifeWay Christian Resources of
Nashville reports sales of nearly 12
Imlhon discipleship and family stud-
ies since 1991.
The figures rose
from 1.2 million
in 1991-92 to 2.2
million by 1996-
97.

Courses such
as “Experiencing
God” and studies
produced by Bi-
ble Study Fellow-
ship and Southern
Baptists Kay
Arthur and Beth
Moore enroll mil-
lions worldwide.
Spokespeople for each of these move-
ments said participation is growing.

Organizers claim this phenomenon
shows the desire of many Christians
0 See Bible, discipleship ..., page 7

Sunday morning still segregated for convenience, Carter says

By Bob Allen

| Associated Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—While few
churches today are formally segregat-
ed, most Americans still worship with
people of their own race and class for
reasons of comfort and ‘“aloofness,”
former President Jimmy Carter said
recently.

Carter, a lifelong Southern Baptist
who teaches a famous Sunday school
class at Maranatha Baptist Church in
Plains, Ga., suggested fellow Baptists
should further integrate their worship
services by establishing church part-
nerships across ethnic and racial lines.

Carter made brief remarks Jan. 11
at the Carter Presidential Center dur-
ing a session of an International Sum-
mit of Baptists Against Racism.

Carter said America has not real-
ized the dream of racial equality he
articulated in the speech he delivered
at his own inauguration as governor

of Georgia in 1971.

While official segregation has end-
ed, “there is still too much separation
of the races,” Carter said. He added
there also has not been “adequate
compensation  or :
corrective action be-
cause of years of sla-
very and legal dis-
crimination against”
African Americans.

Carter described
Christian churches
in the South as “the
last rampart of seg-
regation,”  even
though few white churches today still
have policies against accepting black
members, which were once the norm
in Baptist churches in parts of the
South.

“I’d say a major factor is the natu-
ral human inclination to build commu-
nities that are very small,” Carter said.

People tend to “cocoon” in church-

es with people “who look like us” and
“don’t put a burden of Christian ac-
tion on us,” Carter said. “We don’t
want the responsibility of learning
about people who put a burden of re-

Baptists & Race

sponsibility on us.”

Despite legiti-
mate differences in
church culture and
customs, staying in
their comfort zones
has hindered efforts
by American
churches to tran-
scend racism, Carter
said. “We Christians
are guilty of restricting our communi-
ties too small,” he said.

Carter urged congregations to take
initiative to “form a partnership with
a nearby church that has a different
racial and ethnic composition.”

Such a relationship can start with
something as simple as a joint Easter
service, he said, with an African-

American pastor preaching to both
congregations one year and a white
pastor the next.

Even that limited interaction could
“stretch our hearts and stretch our
minds and reach out to other Chris-
tians in a way that would open a well-
spring of our understanding of wor-
shipping Jesus Christ,” Carter said.

Delegates from 30 countries at-
tended the Jan. 8-11 summit of Bap-
tists against racism and ethnic conflict. -
It was sponsored by the Baptist World
Alliance, a worldwide fellowship of
Baptist unions and conventions based
in Washington, D.C.

At another session, held at a chap-
el at Morehouse College named after
its most famous alumnus, Martin
Luther King Jr., the slain civil-rights
leader’s widow also greeted summit
delegates.

“My husband once said 11 a.m.
Sunday morning is the most segregat-
[0 See Carter: Convenience ..., page 11
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BAPTIST BITS

B The International
Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist
Convention reported 885
new missionaries were
sent overseas in 1998—
a 33.4 percent increase
over 1997. The count
includes 338 long-term
workers and 547 two-
year workers. The
number of IMB workers
on the field totalled
4,581 at year’s end.

M Leaders of the Baptist
General Convention of
Texas and the newly
formed, conservative
Southern Baptists of
Texas met Jan. 8 in what
was termed an
“informal, unofficial
season of prayer and
open discussion.” In a
short statement, the
leaders said they
wouldn’t discuss the
meeting but would meet
again.

M A foundation
established to support
the International Baptist
Theological Seminary in
, Prague is closing its
doors after six years but
continuing to urge
financial support of
theological education in
Europe. With donors’
approval, the
foundation’s
endowments of
$542,000 will be
transferred to the
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship Foundation.

M Bob Patterson, a
graduate of Murray State
University, was named
the first full-time
coordinator of
Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship of North
Carolina.

WMU leader 0’Brien says she’ll retire in September

By Teresa Dickens
Woman’s Missionary Union

TALLADEGA, Ala.—Dellanna
O’Brien, executive director of Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, announced
last week she will retire Sept. 1, after
10 years at the helm of the missions
promotion organization.

O’Brien, 65, made the announce-
ment Jan. 12 during her
address to the WMU Ex-
ecutive Board.

A native of Texas,
O’Brien took the helm of
the national Southern
Baptist missions educa
tion organization Sept. 1,
1989. She will have
served the 111-year-old
organization exactly 10 £
years at her retirement. s g

O’Brien said she had ~ 0Brién
been talking with WMU president

‘Wanda Lee about her retirement for a

year and had told Lee of her retire-
ment date early last summer.

The stroke O’Brien suffered Sept.
26, 1998, did not factor into her deci-
sion to retire, she added.

Acknowledging that “WMU has
faced some of its hardest days this
decade,” O’Brien proudly pointed to
the organization’s successes during
the past 10 years in her address.

Topping her list were the record-
setting gifts to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering and Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering, both of which were
started by WMU to support Southern
Baptist missions work.

She also noted the organization’s
involvement in projects related to hun-
ger, AIDS and child advocacy; the
partnership with Habitat for Humani-
ty to build eight houses; and the de-

velopment of Christian Women’s Job -

Corps, a job training program which
seeks to help women in poverty to
gain self-sufficiency.

“God has both revealed his will to
us and enabled us to be on
mission for him,” she told
the WMU executive board,
state and national WMU
staff members and guests
attending the meeting.

“He has protected us in
the midst of criticism and
directed us in times of con-
fusion. Never have we
been so aware of his guid-
ance and love,” she said.

_ “It has been my high
honor to serve as your executive di-
rector this decade,” O’Brien contin-
ued. “Never have I worked harder and
never have I been so happy in my as-
signment.

“Many times I have said that the
closeness of family we knew with our
missionary colleagues in Indonesia
has been replaced with the oneness of
purpose and spirit with WMU sisters.
‘We have prayed together, laughed to-
gether and cried together. We have
known good days and bad, rejoicing
and grieving. In each and every situa-
tion, I have found you faithful and
long-suffering.” :

Prior to her service with WMU,
O’Brien was an educator and served

. TALLEDEGA, Ala. (BP)—
For the sixth year in a row, South-

ern Baptists last year set a record
_ in giving to the Annie Armstrong

Easter Offenng for North Amen— »

can Missions.

. Total gifts were $43.3 million,
5 percent more than the prev1ous'

year.

_Bob Reccord, premdent of the

North American Mission Board of
the Southern Baptist Convention,
_announced the results to the na-

.‘;=t10nal executive board of Wom-
_an’s Missionary Union.

impact the raising of the An-

as a Southern Baptist missionary with
her husband, Bill, and family in Indo-
nesia. Following their missionary ser-
vice, the family lived in Richmond,
Va., where her husband served as an
administrator with the Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board.

He now teaches missions and di-
rects the global center at Samford Uni-

versity’s Beeson Divinity School in-

Birmingham.

Lee appointed the search commit-
tee to find O’Brien’s successor in the
closing session of the board meeting
Jan. 13. Ann Coffman, a board mem-

“““Thank you for cverything you '

e Armstrong Offermg,” Rec-

ecutive director/treasurer, said the
offering exceeded the national

goal of $42 million—the first time

in 17 years the offering has

reached its goal,

“We look at goals and wonder

 if we'’ve raised them to the point

that we can’t reach them,”

. O’Brien said. “But God is allow-
ing his people to see the impor-
tance of giving to provide the re-
sources necessary to meet the

- challenges of world evangehsm

- I'm glad we're a part of it.” _

_ The spring offering supports the

- work of 5,000 missions personnel
in the United States, its territories

and Canada, most of whom are

jointly appointed and supported by
state Baptlst conventions. More

ber from Florida, will be the chair-
woman. Other members will be:
Rebecca Williams, a board member
from Mississippi; Kathy Sheldon, a
board member from Pennsylvania-
South Jersey; Madonna Havner, a
board member from Wyoming; and
Judith Edwards, WMU executive di-
rector for New Mexico.

The committee will meet for the
first time in February, Lee said, The
process for selecting a national exec-
utive director is clearly defined and
will be announced in the coming
weeks, she said.

Baptists head effort to map every evangelical church in the world

By Lee Weeks
Southeastern Baptist Seminary

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)—
Using the latest in computer technol-
ogy, along with old-fashioned person-
al contact, Southeastern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary is leading an effort
by six Christian organizations to iden-
tify every evangelical church in the
world.

Other participants in the Church in
Habitat project are the Jesus Film
Project, Campus Crusade for Christ,
Wycliffe Bible Translators, DAWN
(Discipling a Whole Nation) and the
International Mission Board of the
Southern Baptist Convention

The organizations are combining

“Pastor Duane, would you really visit me as often
as you do now if the hospital didn't have ESPN?”
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resources to “find out where the
churches are located, so we can find
out where new churches need to be
planted,” said Ed Pruitt, project ad-
ministrator and a master of divinity

. student at Southeastern, based in

Wake Forest, N.C.

Pruitt visited a dozen countries last
year, making contact with researchers
there who are compiling data on evan-
gelical churches.

During the next three years, he
plans to visit about 120 countries.
“Our goal is to have 80 percent of the
world mapped in three years, not in-
cluding the U.S.,” Pruitt said.

Keith Eitel, director of Southeast-
ern’s Center for Great Commission
Studies, said the “Churches in Habi-
tat” project is the modern equivalent
of an evangelical church mapping
project published in 1925, called “The
World Missionary Atlas.”

“All they could actually track in
that day and time was location of Prot-
estant mission stations,” Eitel said. In
an article written in 1925, one of the
atlas’ editors, Charles Fahs, wrote then
“to attempt the mapping of the work
of the indigenous churches in any ad-
equate way is still impractical.”

Even with advances in technology,

it’s still the personal interaction with

church planters around the world that
is making this century-old vision a
reality.

Building relationships with re-
searchers around the world, Pruitt
brings church data back to Southeast-
ern, where about a dozen students en-
ter the church’s name, denomination,

size, pastor and language into a semi-
nary computer database.

Churches in Habitat was estab-
lished at Southeastern in 1992, but the
project stalled because of a lack of
response from internationals. In the
first five years of the project, only
about 7,000 churches were registered
in the database.

“What we’ve got now is nothing
in comparison to what needs to be
done, but just in the last 18 months
we’ve grown almost eightfold,” Eitel
said.

Southeastern’s planned 16,000-
square-foot missions center, when
built, will provide much-needed space
to facilitate the Churches in Habitat
project, Eitel said.

When churches want to know how .

they can make the greatest impact in
global missions, Eitel said, “we will
be able to show them a map of the
world and help them make that strate-
gic decision. We will be able to graph-
ically display that for them.”

Eitel said the church mapping

project got a breath of new life when
it partnered about a year and a half ago
with DAWN, an evangelical organi-
zation founded 25 years ago to help
international church leaders strategi-
cally evangelize their countries.
DAWN projects that by the year 2000
it will have compiled data on 97 per-
cent of the world’s population.

Once the church data is entered
into the seminary missions center’s
computer database, Southeastern stu-
dents download information from a
U.S. government-owned Internet site

that identifies every geographic loca-
tion in the world by city, town, vil-
lage or province along with latitude
and longitude markings to map the
locations of each evangelical church
in a given country.

International Mission Board per-
sonnel then use this information to
produce maps that identify the church-
es in relation to data they have com-
piled on surrounding people groups,
such as their accessibility to Scripture
or the “Jesus” film.

“Data is important only after you
see it in comparison or contrast to oth-
er bits of data,” Eitel said. “We need
to not just see church data in the raw;
we need to see it in relation to who
the people are in and around these
churches and the socio-ethnic dynam-
ics involved.”

Wycliffe Bible Translators provide
more context for the church data by
providing information they’ ve assim-
ilated through anthropological studies
that further describe people groups.

This data can then be used to help
missions agencies target people
groups who do not have access to the
gospel'in their own language as well
as areas around evangelical outposts
that remain unreached.

Finally, representatives with Cam-
pus Crusade’s Jesus Film Project pub-
lish the information-laden maps on an
Internet map-server on the World
Wide Web for free distribution.

The maps can be accessed through
Southeastern Seminary’s Center for
Great Commission Studies’ Web site
at www.greatcomm.org.
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Gay-rights ordinance would affect Homes for Children

Continued from page 1

Last month Smithwick told mem-
bers of the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Board that of this
year’s $19 million KBHC budget,
about $13 million is expected to come
from the state in reimbursement for
contract work.

He added last week, however, that
state money does not cover all the
ministry work done throughout the
state. “We subsidize the state signifi-
cantly in caring for abused, dependent,
neglected children.”

Last fall, Alicia Pedreira told Lou-
isville media she was fired from Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children as
an art therapist and supervisor because
she is a lesbian.

Pedreira also said she told the per-
son who hired her that she is a lesbi-
an. That person, who has since re-
signed, told her it would be OK as
long as she didn’t talk about her life-
style at work, according to a story in
the Louisville Courier-Journal.

Her story has been seen as a rally-
ing point for Louisville to reconsider
what proponents call the “Fairness
Amendment.”

Since 1991, three previous at-
tempts to pass the ordinances have
failed.

Newly elected Louisville Mayor
Dave Armstrong has said he will sign
any of the three ordinances aldermen
might pass.

KBHC has two offices in the city
limits that could be immediately af-
fected if the ordinance on employment
were to pass, Smithwick said.

One is the agency’s Center for In-

dependence, at Walnut Street Baptist
Church, which helps older teenagers
prepare to move from foster care or
residential homes to living on their
own.

The other is the offices for the
agency’s Metro-Louisville Region
Family Foster Care Center. The cen-
ter recruits and trains foster families
and hosts an office for pregnancy and
adoption counseling.

“If this ordinance is passed as is,
we would not be able to discriminate
against homosexuals who apply at
those offices,” Smithwick predicted.

He said he views the change in the
exemption clause as “a direct response
to our employment actions.”

“We’re having our attorneys re-
view it,” he added. “We just question
that the city can do this. But they may
very well.”

Smithwick also said he will write
a letter to area Baptist leaders to make
them aware of the situation.

“This is an issue that I think Bap-
tists really need to respond to,” he
said.

“I don’t think that there is a sys-
temic problem in our community that
would warrant them protected status
or special rights in employment in
particular,” he said. “I think what hap-
pened in our institution is atypical of
employment opportunities, from hir-
ing to promotions.”

Smithwick called it “unfortunate”
that the agency is being portrayed by
opponents as hateful for trying “to
exemplify traditional family values.”

“I think this is regrettable that we

Issue could spread to Jefferson County

are painted as this hostile and intoler-
ant. But I think it’s ironic that this
group would often be as intolerant as
they are accusing us of being.”

He said he understands the need for
ministries to homosexuals, but added

that is not the role of Kentucky Bap-

tist Homes for Children. “Our job is
to employ people to be role models to
kids,” he said. “Our job is not to be a
ministry to homosexuals.”

In his address last month to the
KBC Executive Board, Smithwick
said the Baptist childcare agency be-
gan taking state money in the late
1970s—with the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s blessing—in order to
expand its ability to respond to needs
across the.commonwealth.

“If we were to say ‘We’re not go-
ing to take any more state dollars’—
and we may get to that point one
day—the numbers of children and
families we serve will be reduced dra-

matically, overnight,” Smithwick said.

Smithwick said he raised the issue
of state money with the committee
that interviewed him for the job as
KBHC president.

“They made it very clear, we will
take that money until it ever causes us
to put our mission in jeopardy. When
it ever causes us to put our mission in
jeopardy, it’s gone,” he said.

Smithwick reiterated last week that
the money received by the state “in
no way impedes our mission.”

“We are able to share the Bible and
Christian literature with the children
and involve them in Christian activi-
ties,” he said. “We had 171 profes-
sions of faith last year.”

The ordinances were assigned to
an ad-hoc committee. The earliest
they could be voted on by the entire
board is at the next meeting Jan. 26,
said Leah Wilding, the board’s public
affairs administrator.

Kentucky Baptist Foundation reports record growth, elects offlcers

LOUISVILLE—The Kentucky
Baptist Foundation’s board of direc-
tors elected officers during its winter
meeting, at which a record increase in
managed funds was announced.

Funds under the management of
the foundation increased a record
$12.8 million for the first three months
of the 1998-99 fiscal year, a record for
any quarter in the foundation’s histo-

'Funds under management as of
Nov. 30 totaled $106 million. Annu-
alized investment returns reported

through Nov. 30 for the foundation’s
two funds were:

1 Equity Fund: One year, 26.9 per-
cent; three years, 29.3 percent; five
years, 24.3 percent.

1 Fixed Fund: One year, 10.1 per-
cent; three years, 7.6 percent; five
years, 7.4 percent.

Bill Owen of Lexington was elect-
ed president of the board of trustees
during the Dec. 10 meeting. Other of-
ficers elected were:

B Vice President Carl Kelley of
Bowling Green.

{ library by calling (888) 254-5713.

. soclatlon or by calling Kentucky _
| Woman's Missionary Union at (888) 254- .
5726. Copies also can be borrowed from
the Kentucky Baptist Convention media

M KBC empluyee Steinhrecher dies. Anna.

Jan. 14 at'Sever ‘
. Ellzabethtown

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

“,allley Baptlst Ch' chin

m Georgetown‘ hosts Iecture._ David '
Gushee, founding director for the Center
for Christian Leadership at Union

0 Secretary Leigh Jones of Berea.

B Assistant Secretary Laurie Val-
entine, who is also the foundation’s
trust counsel.

0 Treasurer Barry Allen, who also
is the foundation’s executive director.

Also during the meeting, the
board congratulated Trust Counsel
Laurie Valentine for receiving the
highest rating possible by her peers
in the Martindale-Hubbel directory
of attorneys. The rating considers
both legal ability and ethical stan-
dards.

“] think this is
regrettable that we
are painted as this
hostile and
intolerant.”

Bill Smithwick, president
of Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children

NEW OFFICERS Kentucky
Baptist Foundation’s new
officers are (from left) Vice
Chairman Carl Kelley,
Assistant Secretary Laurie
Valentine, Chairman Bill
Owen, Secretary Leigh
Jones, Treasurer Barry
Allen.

M Renovaré cnnferenc scheduled
’ Bap in

clinical director. Barbara Driskill has

ined the staff of Kentucky Baptist Homes
or Children’s Glen Dale Children’s Ho
as clinical director. Driskill, a Kentucky
native and graduate of Fuller Theological
~ Seminary, will lead staff to develop and
implement treatment for children and
teens at the 78-bed faclllty
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Christmas traditions

Why is the church so frightened
to see any changes made in tradi-
tions, such as celebrating Advent
and the use of candles? There is
something very powerful in the
symbol of the lighting of the Christ
candle on Christmas Eve.

Our children know that candle
represents Christ, the
Light of the World,
coming into a dark and
uncaring place in histo-
ry. That makes it even
more powerful when,
on Good Friday, the
Christ candle is carried
from the church and it
is left in darkness. I
have felt a wrenching
in my heart and a desire
to cry out when that
candle leaves. That adds to the joy
of Easter morning when the Christ
candle returns. It is symbolism that
is moving.

All of us have lovely memories
of being in nativity plays in our
churches.

But if you are going to condemn
Advent as “not Baptist,” may I point
out that the first creche was created
by Ursuline nuns in Quebec in 1640.
They melted wax to make the figu-
rines.

Later, in the 18th century, nativ-
ities or creches were adopted in
France, especially in homes, when
Midnight Mass was prohibited be-
cause of persecution of the Catholic
church. So, the use of a créche is
rooted in Catholicism. My letter is
not meant as a criticism of the Cath-
olic church.

Before Advent this year, in my
church (Highland Baptist in Louis-
ville) we had a time of walking
through the church calendar with
many things to help our children get
an overview of the gospel. Too
much of what we teach our children
at church is fragmented. What the
Christ candle does is connect the lit-

Sowing generously

Is there a connection between
sowing and reaping? I don’t believe
you can “buy” blessings by putting
money in an offering plate, but the
Bible does tell us God blesses what
is given through a heart that is right
with him. The apostle Paul

BAPTIST

FORUM

tle baby in the manger to the death

and resurrection. This is theological-

ly sound and good education.
Patricia Ramsey
Clarksville, Ind.

Sad and offended

I have been following the activi-
ties and election of officers of the
recent Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention with in-
terest and dismay.
I am extremely dis-
.- appointed to learn there
were not any women
nominated and elected
for the top four posi-
tions of KBC, which
met in November. Fur-
thermore, out of 33 po-
sitions of the Executive
Board (already filled),
28 were held by men and only 5 by
women. In December the KBC filled
the five remaining staff positions,
once again with men.

The newly elected president of
the KBC, Charles Barnes, stated in
an article in “Western Recorder,”
(Nov. 17, 1998), “he hoped his elec-
tion would signal the fact that lay-
persons should and can play an im-
portant role within our church and
denomination in terms of its leader-
ship and he hoped his election sends
a message to both pastors and lay-
people.”

To me, the message Charles Bar- -

nes and the Executive Board is send-
ing is, yes, a layperson can play an
important role within our church and
denomination, but only if that lay-
person is a man.

- Ifeel I am being informed (again)
by the Southern Baptist hierarchy
that yes, Jesus does regard women
as equals, but only if they stay in
their place, continuing in secondary
positions and do not aspire to any
top positions in the church or de-
nomination. - :

When will Baptists take a stand ,

against gender discrimination?

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

-- Elizabethtown was second in total

tenbridge, CEO of Atlantic Steward-
ship Bank, but from what I read, he
has been blessed to sow generous-
ly. I do know Truett Cathy, founder
of Chick-Fil-A. His generosity and
devotion to Jesus Christ is known
internationally.

affirms this by writing in
2 Corinthians 9:6, “who-
ever sows generously will
also reap generously.”
Paul tells us there are
several characteristics of
this kind of sower. 2
Corinthians 9:6-11 de-
scribes these individuals
as generous, intentional,

cheerful, abounding and Bill Mackey

fruitful. This all is made
possible by the grace of God (2
Corinthians 8:7).

In some cases God does bless
generous people with resources so
that they, in turn, can be a blessing
to others. An article in the Western
Recorder recently referenced two
very successful businessmen who
tithe the income of their corpora-
tions. I do not know Paul Van Os-

There are many church-
es who sow generously in
missions giving. Shandon
Baptist Church in Colum-
bia, S.C., made a conscious
commitment to maintain
their giving level to the Co-
operative Program at 10
percent even when the
church was relocating to
new facilities. God has so
blessed that church with
growth that their Cooperative Pro-
gram giving increased in two years
from $200,000 to $350,000.

In December, I presented a plaque
to First Baptist Church of Paducah, on
behalf of all Kentucky Baptists and
mission causes for the largest total giv-
ing ($378,040.45) to missions through
the Cooperative Program last year.
Severns Valley Baptist Church in

tribe increase.

Again, I would like to state how
saddened and offended I am that so
few women hold any of the top po-
sitions in the KBC. I pray Charles
Barnes will work toward changing
this situation in the near future.

* Connie Pruitt
Louisville

Leaving state is hard

For 29 years, I have been pastor
of churches in Kentucky. The last 16
years, I have had the privilege of be-
ing pastor of the historic First Bap-
tist Church in Somerset. What an
honor this has been for my family
and me. In January, my family and
I shall move to Atlanta where I'll be
pastor of Smoke Rise Baptist
Church in Stone Mountain.
Leaving Somerset is hard, but
leaving the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention is equally difficult. I love
this convention and have enjoyed
working with other Kentucky Bap-
tists to strengthen it. I treasure the
friendships I have made over the
years and will take these relation-
ships into eternity.
Keep up your good work and
may the Lord bless and keep you.
Robert F. Browning
Somerset

Rejoice for gift

We rejoiced to learn of Duke K.
McCall’s gift to Baptist Theological
Seminary in Richmond, Va. We
have been lifelong admirers of Dr.
MecCall, who baptized my husband
in Centertown, in the late 1930s.

Dr. McCall’s generous gift offers
hope and encouragement for the fu-
ture for moderate Baptists. It will
help to provide an opportunity for a

seminary education embracing the

principles that sustain our faith.
Thank you Dr. McCall. May your

Morgantown

gifts. f :

There are many churches who give -

a larger per capita percentage and con-
sequently more sacrificially than larg-
er churches. By the time you read this,
I also will have been at Briensburg
Baptist Church in Benton to present a
certificate thanking the congregation
for their generous giving to the Coop-
erative Program. They rank annually
among the top three churches in per
capita giving and in the top 15 in total

_ giving.

An increasing number of individ-
ual Kentucky Baptists also are mak-
ing an intentional commitment to con-
tinue sowing generously beyond their
physical lifetimes. Barry Allen and
Laurie Valentine of the Kentucky
Baptist Foundation are more than hap-
py to assist any Kentucky Baptist with
estate planning and making planned
gifts. This kind of giving allows you
to leave a legacy of sowing generous-
ly and reaping bountifully. I encour-
age you to take advantage of their ser-
vice by contacting them at (502) 244-
6466 or (888) 254-5701.

Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea-
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

Doris Tichenor

Estate plans
need regular
‘fiscal checkup’

By Laurie Valentine

How long has it been since
you reviewed
your  will,
checked out
—— who are
named  as
beneficiaries
of life insur-
ance and re-
tirement sur-
vivor bene-
fits, and pre-
pared an inventory of your assets?

If it has been more than three
years, or if there has been a mar-
riage, birth or death in your fam-
ily, it’s time to give your estate
plan a “checkup.”

Make sure your “examina-
tion” includes a review of :

I Fiduciaries. Are the people
you have named as executor (in
your will) or successor trustee (in
your revocable living trust) still
willing to serve and able to carry
out the considerable obligations
and responsibilities involved in
such service? Are you and your
spouse still comfortable with the
people you have named to serve
as guardians for your children?

1 Beneficiaries. Are all of
your beneficiaries still living and
able to manage what you have
left to them? Have children been
born to any of your beneficiaries
since you prepared your will or
trust? Have you or one of your
beneficiaries been married or di-
vorced since you prepared your
will? Have you directed how
your estate will pass if all of your
named beneficiaries die before

ou?

I Death Benefits. Are the
beneficiary designations of life
insurance, retirement and other
death benefits coordinated with
the rest of your plan?

U Assets. Does the value of
your estate (including real estate,
investments, cash, savings, busi-
ness interests, life insurance, re-
tirement survivor benefits, joint-
ly-owned assets, revocable trust
assets and personal property) ex-
ceed $650,000—the federal es-
tate tax exemption equivalent for
19997 If you have chosen a re-
vocable trust to carry out your
estate plan, have you funded the
trust? Does the way in which
your assets are titled defeat the
distribution plan under your will?

I Incapacity Planning. Have
you empowered someone,
through a power of attorney, to
manage your finances and make
decisions for you if you become
incapacitated?

Start the new year off right.
Check out your plan, make need-
ed changes and resolve to revisit
your estate plan on a regular ba-
sis.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for

the Kentucky Baptist Foundation

EE NS s

[=—hir "I -l -}

o[
tk

O MY ~ ol I o i o e 0

=
fomy

~ oot = 0 =t 5

(=

o "1

ot A LA LA = A (N

Pt B8



OPINION

Children need to learn how to
make and keep commitments

. @: How can | help my children learn to make and keep
commitments?

Learning to make and keep commitments helps boys and
girls mature and protects them from the physical and
emotional stress produced by over-involvement.

@ Look for short-term commitments. Children need the
opportunity to explore many areas of
interest. Short-term commitments make
successful follow through easier, and
keep the calendar clear for other
experiences.

1 Communicate clearly.
Commitments require involvement and
participation. Explain the requirements of F“H“M
participation in a chosen activity. A chart  §
or calendar (of practice schedules, for '
example) might help your child visualize his or her
involvement and make the future more concrete. Use the
word “promise” as you talk. Explain that making a
commitment. means promising to do something over a period
of time (practice, attend, participate, etc.).

¥ Support your children. Help your children follow
through. Make sure they are on time and prepared. Guard
against letting your own schedule interfere. Once your child
commits, hold him or her to their choice, even if this
occasionally means keeping their commitment for them.
(“You are going to practice tonight!”)

1 “I've changed my mind!” When children want to back
out of commitments, encourage them to think about how
their decision will affect others. Ask questions. Listen
carefully to any complaints. Some might indicate valid
problems. Once a child makes a final decision, stick with it.
Emphasize the finality of their choice, but give grace instead
of guilt. Use the experience as a teaching tool the next time
you find your child considering a commitment. Protect your
child from a pattern of starting, but not following through.—
David Garrard

Q: We have a single adult class in our church, but it seems

that no one else knows we exist. Any suggestions?
Congratulations. Those who began your class no doubt

had a vision for a safe place for single people to find a

welcoming Bible study. As you concentrate on that goal, your

church will notice by the sheer numbers in the class and the

" number of single folks joining your church.

But there are other ways to be visible. June Johnson, once
a single adult Bible teacher in Atlanta, says there are two
ways to get the attention of leadership. One is to be so needy
that you make their life more difficult. The other is to be so
giving that you make their jobs easier. The positive approach
will help you reach your goals. Try these ideas:

1 Know the structure. Understand the decision-making
structure in your church so you will know where to go to get
things done.

1 Assess the greatest needs of your church. What's
needed most? Visitation? Preschool, children or youth
workers? Ushers? Cleanup crew for Wednesday night
dinner? Financial needs? Decide on one or two projects your
group can commit to. Remember follow-through is essential.

1 Be alert for where individuals can make specific
contributions. Do you have people with theater experience
who can help with the Christmas program? Does someone
have organizational skills that can help in an outreach or
assimilation ministry? Step up to the task.

B Send an encouraging note to your pastoral leadership.

. At least monthly, let them know about growth in the group,
new members, your Bible study, a task the class
accomplished. Thank them for their specific blessings on
your life. Let them know you’re praying.— James Stillwell
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as-
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine.
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec @ntr.net.

FAMILY

Trial isn’t Christians’ greatest challenge

From the studios of talk radio, to the classrooms,
to the parking lot of the local grocery store, to the
pulpits of America, the “trial of the century” is spark-
ing continual debate about what constitutes good
leadership.

In the midst of this debate, two questions strike
me—who is fit to be a leader, and what is my role as
a Christian in this matter?

The first question is a sticky one these
days. In this “It’s-your-right-to-know”
world in which we live, we have devel-
oped a ravenous appetite for the distasteful, improp-
er and indecent behavior of public figures. Thus, gos-
sip magazines, as well as other “legitimate” media
sources, have dished the dirt that so many want. Con-
gress got into the act last fall as it published the lurid
details of Ken Starr’s report, and we bought it—Ilit-
erally.

There is seemingly no end to the appetite the
American public has for such graphic personal de-
tail. The sensational has replaced the substantive in
the news we receive, and we have become voyeurs
whose interest in good government and responsible
political action is replaced by the shadowy antics of
the Peeping Tom.

Can we find a leader above such reproach? Yes,
there are good people whose commitment to public
service is sound and whose personal lives reflect hon-
esty, integrity and spiritual values. Leadership that
accentuates these qualities is our hope amidst the
growing tide of today’s destructive politics. But un-
less we are willing to end this circus atmosphere of
salacious and sensational politics, even good people
risk too much in running for office.

What is my role as a Christian in this matter? Un-
fortunately, much of the spiritual response to these
events has been translated through the mouthpiece
of the Religious Right. Many have questioned the
lack of outrage on the part of Americans toward the

GUEST

EDITORIAL

president’s behavior. The marriage of religion and
politics that defines the Religious Right has numbed
the American people to serious introspection pertain-
ing to matters of the heart and soul. Their platform
of condemnation, condescension and lock-step con-
formity has caused many in this nation to turn a deaf
ear to the truths of faith that can make a difference.
That is one reason why I believe religious
organizations, denominations and institu-
tions have greater difficulty communicat-
ing genuine truths about God’s kingdom
today. It falls not to the megaphoned voice of forced
conformity and judgment, but to the individual—to
you and me—to make the greatest difference.

Last summer, my 4-year-old son Clayton brought
me the front page of the newspaper and pointed to a
picture of the president. He said, “Daddy, we are sup-
posed to watch this man, aren’t we?” He didn’t un-
derstand what was happening in Washington, but he
realized that the president was an important man we
paid attention to. And then it hit me; yes, this Presi-
dent’s actions are important, but in that little boy’s
world, my actions make an even bigger difference.

The president’s behavior in this matter is inex-
cusable. It has damaged his family and our nation.
Perhaps the Senate will deal with the articles of im-
peachment in a responsible and bi-partisan manner
so this nation can move forward. ;

But as I understand Scripture and interpret the ex-
ample of Christ, I believe I am challenged as a Chris-
tian to do the following. I will pray for the Senate,
the president and his family. I will focus my atten-
tion on impacting the world around me positively -
for the cause of Christ. If my family and the people
I encounter on a daily basis see Christ in me, that
will make the greatest difference. Will you join me
in accepting this challenge?

Jim Abernathy is pastor of Latonia Bapttst Church in
Covington

Which of you will glve him a stone?

incessant pleading and demands of
our kids and how God responds to us

By Brad Johnson

_ Which of you, if his son asks for

bread, will give him a stone? (Mat-
thew 7:9)

Jesus is a master of
using simple illustrations
to make profound points.
The question found in
the above text is a clas-
sic. Our master expected
the crowd to think in uni-
son, “Oh, no! A good
parent would always
give bread to the child
who asks for bread.”

Though that would
have been the correct answer, it is not
always the most honest answer on our
part. Every parent would have to ad-
mit that in weaker moments, particu-
larly if you have a child in adoles-
cence, you have been tempted to give
your child a rock (i.e. A good ston-
ing). Or, if you are the parent of a pre-
schooler, have you ever found your-
self saying, “If that child asks for one
more thing, I'll scream?”

Once, years ago when our children
were both small, my wife concluded

QUESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

a particularly difficult day, drained of
any residual parental energy, with
these words: “I’m changing my name.
I will no longer answer to ‘Mommy.’”

Back in high school, I wrapped a
shoe box filled with rocks and gave
-them to my girlfriend for
her Christmas present.
Granted, I was not the
sharpest knife in the
drawer, but I thought it
was funny and had a
sweetheart ring in my
pocket for her after my
laughter subsided.

So, is God like us?
Does he trick us into be-
lieving there is bread
waiting and all the while he has given
his children a box of rocks?

Eugene Peterson, in “The Mes-
sage” paraphrase, states part of the
passage this way: “As bad as you are,
you wouldn’t think of such a thing
(giving rocks instead of bread).
You’re at least decent to your own
children. So don’t you think the God
who conceived you in love will be
even better?”

Jesus was drawing a sharp distinc-
tion between how we respond to the

in our times of need. Jesus was giving
us a glimpse of what God is like. He
is not a frazzled parent who is tired at
the end of the day. He does not grow
weary from our constant requests. He
is not limited in his resources. He de-
lights in doing good for his children.

Included here is also a bit of teach-
ing for us. The word “trust” captures
our part of this relationship. Here’s the
deal: Whenever we go before God
with our requests, like a child asking
for bread, we are to trust that whatev-
er we receive from the hand of the
Father is what he deems best. At the
heart of this passage is the heart of
God. And upon examination of his
heart, we discover we are there.

Let this prayer help. you to apply
these truths: “Lord, I don’t always un-
derstand your ways, but help me to
always trust your heart. Give me this
day my daily bread,
and help me receive
from your hand all
that you have for me
today.”

Brad Johnson is pastor
of Living Hope Baptist
Church in Bowling
Green
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Name: Living Proof
Ministries.

Author: Beth Moore.

Headgquarters: Houston,
Texas

Phone: (281) 859-1375.
Course Goal: To help

students develop the

discipline of daily Bible
study and prayer and
learn to apply Scripture
to their lives.

Length: 10 weeks.

Work requirements:
Five lessons per week,
30 to 45 minutes per
lesson.

Class size: Varies from
small groups to several
dozen students.

Class sessions: Two
hours.

Numbers: Total Bible
study sales of 447,000
copies, with 1997-98
sales of 263,000.

Titles: “A Woman's
Heart: God's Dwelling
Place.”

“A Heart Like His:
Seeking the Heart of God
Through a Study of

: David.”

“To Live Is Christ: The
Life and Ministry of
Paul.”

“Living Beyond Yourself:
Exploring the Fruit of the
Spirit.”

“Breaking Free: Making
Liberty in Christ a Reality
in Life,” scheduled for
release in June.

“Whispers of Hope,” a
10-week prayer study.

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

BOWLING GREEN—Two years
ago Laura Bevel had never heard of
Beth Moore, founder of Living Proof
Ministries.

But as a spiritual growth leader at
Living Hope Baptist Church in Bowl-
ing Green, Bevel was approached reg-
ularly by people wanting to use
Moore’s Bible studies.

“I had women saying, ‘My sister
in Kansas City has taken this study’
or ‘Mymother in Atlanta did this, can
you get it?””” Bevel said.

The requests led her to order “A
Woman’s Heart: God’s Dwelling
Place,” a study of how the Old Testa-
ment tabernacle
relates to modern
life in Christ.

Since then,
several hundred
people at Living -
Hope have stud-
ied materials de-
veloped by
Moore. Her stud-
ies have been
used in several
small-group cou-
ples meetings and
two coed Sunday

IN DEMAND Beth Moore, center, speaks to two women who attended the taping of videos to accompany her fifth
in-depth Bible study for women, “Breaking Free: Making Liberty in Christ a Reality in Life.” Moore’s speaking
engagements sell out and her books are snapped up, but assistant Kim Bankard said Moore is humbled by the
impact her Bible studies have. “I'll get on the plane after a conference and Beth cries the whole way home. She
can'’t believe God has called her to do that.” (BP photo by Jim Veneman)

rium to accom-
modate the over-

school classes. :

Bevel predicted members will snap
up Moore’s newest workbook, “Liv-
ing Beyond Yourself,” a study on the
fruits of the Holy Spirit. It will be fol-
lowed in June by “Breaking Free:
Making Liberty in Christ a Reality in
Life.”

“Beth is just an engaging person-
ality,” Bevel said. “Her studies have
brought a hunger for God’s word. For
a lot of women in the first course, it
was the first time they had ever taken
a Bible study of any kind.”

Moore is booked for a seminar at
Living Hope in October. But don’t
bother calling for tickets. They sold
out more than four months ago.

She stirs similar reactions else-
where. Last September, a seminar at
First Baptist Church of Paducah had
to be moved to a high school audito-
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flow crowd.
Four of her
books rank

among the top 10 best-selling, non-
dated Bible studies published by Life-
Way Christian Resources. Sales of her
materials skyrocketed from 32,000 in
1996 to 263,000 in 1998.

Some of her studies explore stories
and events in the Bible—the building
of the Tabernacle or the lives of King
David and the apostle Paul—to show
the impact a relationship with God can
have on one’s life.

A graduate of Southwest Texas
State University, Moore has been
teaching for 20 years, primarily
around Texas.

Her longtime friend and adminis-
trative assistant, Kim Bankard, said
Moore began teaching in a women’s
Sunday school class.

Word-of-mouth referrals led to in-
vitations to teach at seminars and

women’s retreats. A mentor told
Moore she had a gift, Bankard said,
and Moore began accepting more
speaking invitations.

“Her ultimate goal has always been
to see women, and men, grow in
God’s word,” her assistant said. “She
wants them to see how important it is
to be in the word daily.”

Since she first taught women,
Moore tailors lessons for females. But
so many men kept sneaking into her
newest Sunday school class at First
Baptist Church of Houston that offi-
cials agreed to make it coed.

Bankard said Moore’s transparen-
cy and personable nature are primary
reasons for her popularity. Moore
shares her heart and experiences in a
way people find “contagious,” said
Bankard.

But Moore resists standing on a
pedestal and remains humble amid her
burgeoning fame, Bankard said.

" “T’ll get on the plane after a con-
ference and Beth cries the whole way

home,” she said. “She can’t believe
God has called her to do that.”

“She challenges women to daily
Bible study,” added Faith Whatley,
women’s event specialist at LifeWay.
“Beth has a unique way of explaining
Scripture. She relates things as a wom-
an and mother that I’ve never heard
before.”

At41, with one daughter in college
and another in high school, Moore can
relate to people in their 30s and 40s,
who represent the majority of her au-

-diences.

Since her studies are packaged for
and aimed at women, men generally
don’t like to admit they find her stud-
ies attractive, Whatley said.

But LifeWay’s Chris Adams said
the scriptural base of Moore’s teach-
ing has no gender.

“People learn not only what the
word says but how to apply it,” said
Adams, women’s enrichment minis-
try specialist. “Men and women are
hungry for meat.”

Take Moore’s study on the Old
Testament tabernacle. Adams said that
study explored the building of the
temple and its intricate design, show-
ing its pivotal role in God’s eternal
plan: “It’s one of the most incredible
Bible studies I've ever done.”

Moore’s work also answered a call
from Baptist churches that were form-
ing women’s ministries, she said.

And Living Proof resources also
have been a catalyst for the formation
of new women’s ministries, she said.

“I think church staffs are beginning
to see what a need this is,” Adams
said. “I’m seeing more women hired
for women’s ministries or as minis-
ters to women.”

Bevel calls Moore’s program in-
tensive, with homework lessons tak-
ing 30 to 45 minutes a day to com-
plete. =

But what really drives Moore’s
popularity is her thorough knowledge
of the Bible and a way of presenting
it that causes people to pay close at-
tention, she said. “People are hungry
for God’s word. They want to know
it for themselves.”
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Precept teaches study of the B|ble, not commentarles

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

ELIZABETHTOWN—Bible
study should be just that, according to
Precept Ministries.

Instead of turning to commentar-
ies or study helps, Precept students use
cross references, word studies and
Greek dictionaries to help them un-
cover the deeper meaning of Bible
passages.

“Once they come (to Precept), they
realize they had no idea they could
find all that by themselves,” said Sue
Sinkhorn, a member of Round Top
Baptist Church in Elizabethtown:

Sinkhorn got so excited watching
Kay Arthur teach Bible study lessons
on television that she trained to lead
Precept classes herself.

Since 1994 Sinkhorn has taught
two classes a year using Mrs. Arthur’s
material, first in London, Ky., and
then in Elizabethtown:

“I’ve seen tremendous Christian
growth in some people,” she said.

Her goal is to help students in each
class discover what the Bible says
with the inductive method of study
that Mrs. Arthur favors.

Precept Ministries was founded by
Kay Arthur and her husband, Jack.
Formerly missionaries, they were sta-
tioned in Mexico when a series of
medical problems forced them to re-
turn to Chattanooga, Tenn.

While Arthur went to work as the
manager of a Christian radio station,
Mrs. Arthur—a registered nurse—de-
veloped the teaching skills she first
used to lead a young people’s Bible
study in Mexico.

Mrs. Arthur started a home-based
study in Chattanooga when the inde-
pendent Bible church they were at-
tending asked her to teach the teenag-
ers.

Those classes generated so much
enthusiasm the sessions soon outgrew
their home. To accommodate the
crowds, they purchased land with two
old barns, naming their property
“Reach Out Ranch.”

From those humble beginnings
emerged today’s nine-building cam-
pus near the Chattanooga airport. It

“has TV, radio and video production

facilities, classrooms for 350 students
and a 500-seat auditorium.

“Kay’s core principle was her in-
ductive approach to study—Iletting the
Bible speak for itself,” her husband
said. “She wanted to introduce them
to the Bible and establish God’s peo-
ple in his word, in a way that produc-
es reverence for him.”

During the past 28 years, Mrs.
Arthur has written more than 30 com-

mercially-published books and about

50 self-published volumes, including
Bible-study workbooks.

Ironically, Arthur preached and did
broadcasts during nearly 15 years on
the mission field. But he admits he
didn’t have the expository, verse-by-
verse teaching ability his wife does.

Though not as public a figure, he
does play a key role as ministry pres-
ident, overseeing administrative de-
tails.

" Still, the ar- M aki ng
rangement upset {# .

some traditional-
ists. Once a friend
lectured him that
he needed to get
his wife off the
platform and
teach, but today
he seldom hears
such comments.

Besides, he
said, “I didn’t take -
a back seat. I took
a different seat.”

The ministry has a presence in
more than 100 countries, with materi-
als in more than 20 languages. Mrs.
Arthur’s TV show is syndicated na-
tionally, while her radio programs
reach across the world.

An estimated 100,000 people study
Precept materials in North America.
The numbers are believed to be high-
er overseas, but the ministry doesn’t
maintain a count.

“Our thing is training,” Arthur said.
“The best thing we can do is write
Bible studies and then train leaders to
go around the country.

“Ihope they go back into the body
of Christ, in the local church, and take
leadership roles,” he said. “Our goal
has never changed. It’s to establish
God’s people in his word.”

Four of America's

hottest Bible studies

TENNESSEE TEACHER Kay Arthur founded Precept Ministries with
_her husband, Jack; after a Bible study for teenagers grew too large
for their house. Mrs. Arthur teaches students to let the Bible speak
for itself, using cross references, word studies and Greek
dictionaries to uncover deeper meaning. (Precept Ministries photo)

The Arthurs attend Woodland
Baptist Church and most students
come from Baptist backgrounds.

At Porter Memorial Baptist Church
in Lexington, Precept courses are
taught on Sunday nights and Wednes-

_day mornings by Sue McGee.

Since starting with 25 women four
years ago, the mid-week classes have
more than doubled.

But Arthur’s teaching is used by
Christians from a range of denomina-
tions, from Methodists and Church of
Christ to Assemblies of God and Pres-
byterians.

Whatever their background, many
students report that Precept studies
have been life changing, said training
director Pete DeLacey.

Students report that their knowl-

edge of Scripture has sustained them
through a difficult time and prevent-
ed them from sinking into despair, he
said.

Other changes are less dramatic, he
added. Often those affected by the
Bible become “solid citizens” whom
neighbors can look to for support, he
said.

Others get involved in teaching
roles in their church, Sinkhorn said.
Many change their views of the
church and recognize that biblical
doctrine must take precedence over
church doctrine, she added.

“I’ve come to know who God is,”
she said. “He’s not someone to be
feared and he’s not changeable. I've
come to put my trust in him and be
more dependent on him.”

Bible, discipleship studies growing in Kentucky & nationwide

Continued from page 1

to make faith a daily reality—not just .

something they dust off before Sun-
day worship services.

Course leaders agreed. They cite
such benefits as feeling closer to God,
wanting to help others mature spiritu-
ally and a new desire for increased
missions activity.

Sam Strader began leading a Lex-
ington men’s class of Bible Study Fel-
lowship after seeing the dramatic im-
pact the program had on his wife.

Since 1991, the interdenomination-
al class has grown from 150 to 225
participants and added a companion
children’s class.

Strader said many fathers told him
they are delighted to be helping their
kids learn Scripture.

Strader said he feels called to his
volunteer leadership role in the same
way God calls a pastor to the pulpit.

- “Ifeel closer to my Lord because I
study his word daily and try to apply
it,” he said. “I tell people if they come
to this class regularly and do the work
on a daily basis, it will make a differ-
ence in their lives.”

Similar passions inspire others.
Laura Bevel oversees classes at Liv-
ing Hope Baptist Church in Bowling
Green using Bible studies written by
Beth Moore. But Bevel also makes a
weekly, two-hour trip to Nashville to
attend Bible Study Fellowship.

At Porter Memorial Baptist Church
in Lexington, Sue McGee said her
Wednesday morning study has led to
major changes in women’s lives.

She points to class-sponsored
events that have led to nearly a dozen
women to accept Christ as their per-
sonal Savior.

“People are hungering to know
God in a deeper way,” said-McGee,

who uses material from several au-
thors. “They’re finding they need to
get into his word for him to speak to
them.”

Baby “boomers” and “busters”
represent the majority in these small-
group studies, Clontz said.

Their thirst for in-depth knowledge
contrasts with older Christians who
are more satisfied with general infor-
mation, he said.

“They want much more specifics
than the ‘builders,”” Clontz said, re-
ferring to those 55 and older. “Young-
er people seem to want more detail. If
they’re going to church for an hour,
they want a list of things they can do
or they want to grow spiritually.”

‘Sam House, projects specialist for
LifeWay Christian Resources, which
publishes Experiencing God and more
than 200 other discipleship studies,
said small-group formats foster clos-

er personal relationships.

“This restores a function we have
lost in the church,” he said. “The fo-
cus has been on gathering and activi-
ty instead of God’s presence and the
unity that exists in that. Too often,
modern Christians think of church as
gathering rather than community.”

America’s changing dynamics also
might play a key role in the spread of
Bible studies.

Americans now live in such a di-
verse culture that a shared-ethic and
morality has faded, House said. Be-
cause people can’t depend on culture
to provide a sense of right and wrong,
he said, they are searching for it in the
Bible.

“This has fueled a hunger to go
back to what God’s word says,” he
said. “It could very well be God’s tim-
ing, too; part of his design to bring
revival.”

Name: Precept
Ministries
Author: Kay Arthur.

Headquarters:
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Phone: (423) 892-6814.

Course Goal: To teach
people to study the Bible
inductively—meaning to
research the Bible
thoroughly before
consulting
commentaries or other
helps.

Length: Studies run
between 4 and 20
weeks.

Work requirements:
Five or six lessons par
week, depending on the
series; 15 minutes to an
hour per lesson.

Class size: 10-15
students is common, but
can be larger.

Class sessions: From
45 minutes to two
hours.

Numbers: Workbook .
sales of approximately
200,000 copies annually.
Precept’s mailing list
includes approximately
2,800 Kentuckians.
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Name: “Experiencing
- God.”

Author: Henry Blackaby.

Phone: (800) 458-2772
for LifeWay Christian

Resources.

Course Goal: To help
students see God's
activity around them so
they can join in God’s
work.

Length: 12 weeks.

Work requirements:
Five homework lessons
per week, minimum of
20 minutes per lesson.

Class size: 8-12

students. .

Class sessions: Weekly,
60 to 90 minutes.

Numbers: Workbook
has sold total of 2.3
million copies, with

1997-98 sales of
425,000.

Blackabv still awed by |mpact of ‘Experiencing God’

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

ATLANTA—Before she went to
Texas’ electric chair, “born-again
murderer” Karla Faye Tucker led so
many inmates to Christ in her “Expe-
riencing God” classes that her wing
of death row be-
came known as
“Life Row.”

In  Arkansas,
Gov. Mike Huck-
abee credits the
12-week study
course with con-
vincing him to en-
ter the gubernato-
rial race in 1996.

And in Ken-
tucky, deacon
Doug Ernspiker
credits the teach-
ing with helping —
him release feelings of self—plty
brought on by cancer. Emspiker says
he has never needed treatments for the
disease.

But of all the stories he has heard
of transformed lives, “Experiencing
God” author Henry Blackaby said he
is most pleased with the multitudes
called to full-time Christian service.

“Hundreds have felt called to the
ministry,” he said. “Hundreds are on
the mission field. They’ve come to me
at their appointment service and said,
“You need to know Experiencing God
clarified clearly the will of God for my
life.””

Now an adviser to three Southern
Baptist agency presidents, Blackaby
said he hesitated when asked to put
his teachings on knowing the will of
God into book form—he had never
written one.

Editor Claude King helped design
the interactive format that was a mod-
el for such Bible studies as Master-
Life.

The 220-page work book is Black-
aby’s explanation to students that God
is at work all around the world and
wants Christians to join in. To explain
that, Blackaby combines Scriptural il-
lustrations of God’s work with per-
sonal examples from his own life.

“When Jesus said to make disci-
ples he meant to bring them into a re-
lationship with him,” Blackaby said.

“From that point on, he can function
as Lord over their life. But people
didn’t know how to do it. That’s what
Experiencing God is all about.”

Joining God in his work will ac-
complish more in their church and
personal life than they could ever do
on their own, he emphasizes in the
study.

Blackaby said
he also hopes it
helps people see
they come face to
face with the Bi-
ble’s “Almighty
Author” every
time they open it,
“and understand
the purpose of
Scripture is to re-
veal God, his
ways and his pur-
poses.”

= In Kentucky,
Ernsplker sa1d he believes it was
God’s purpose that he live despite
being diagnosed with a rare form of
cancer. In early 1996 doctors estimat-
ed he had six months to live.

Ernspiker said he had gotten to
know God in a deeper way in 1994,
but the doctor’s predictions gave him
new reasons to reach out.

“I had started losing muscles in my
legs when this turned around,” said
Ernspiker, a retired construction com-
pany owner. “When I turned it over
to God? I'm still here. When you see
miracles still exist, you’ve got to be-
lieve.”

Sam House said he continually
sees the impact “Experiencing God”
is having. House is a projects special-
ist for the study’s publisher, LifeWay
Christian Resources.

In October, House received a mes-
sage from a Baptist relocating to Lex-
ington. The man wanted a list of
churches that had completed “Expe-
riencing God,” assuming it would be
easier for him to assimilate into such
a place.

After talking with a woman on an
airplane, House sent her a copy of the
workbook. She recently sent a note
relating her desire to center her life on
God instead of herself, he said.

Used by nearly 20 denominations,
the study has created more than 30
spin-off products with sales of more

AUTHOR, AUTHOR Henry Blackaby was hesitant to write a Bible study when asked

because he had never done it before. Experiencing God has sold more than 2 million
copies, but Blackaby said he is most excited about the number of people who have entered
Christian ministry after completing the study. (North American Mission Board photo)

than 4 million units. It has been trans-
lated into more than 30 languages.

In Kentucky and several other
states, it has become a centerpiece of
prison ministry and stimulated further
activity. The Kentucky Brotherhood
office is planning a major prison
“blitz” for the spring of 2000.

You can’t overestimate the impact
this teaching has had on deepening
Christians’ faith, said Wayne Newby,
retired director of missions for the
West Union Baptist Association in Pa-
ducah.

Newby, who organized an October
conference with Blackaby as the key-
note speaker, said “Experiencing

God” goes far beyond the denomina-
tion. “This is one of the most popular
and lasting programs.”

Jim Clontz, associate director of
the Kentucky Baptist Convention dis-
cipleship and stewardship department,
said he believes “Experiencing God”
has helped pastors and lay people to
look at God in a different light.

“Instead of trying to do something
and ask God to bless it, they’re look-
ing for what God is doing and joining
him,” he said. This has raised both
individual and corporate self-esteem,
Clontz added; even small congrega-
tions believe they can accomplish
great things when God leads them.

What else? Discipleship studies range from parenting to different revelations of God

leaders. Of those who have taken the
MasterLife course, Draper said, 59 percent
become Sunday school teachers, 23
percent become deacons, 21 percent
become discipleship
leaders and 21 percent
become actively
involved in missions.
M Life in the
Spirit, Roberison
McQuilken. First there
was “Experiencing
. God,” then “The Mind -
of Chnst ” With “Life in the Spirit,” LifeWay
has the Trinity covered. This 12-week
- group study focuses on how, through the
power and fellowship of the Holy Spirit, to
experience a life characterized by a

NASHVILLE—"“Experiencing God” and
four Beth Moore Bible studies currently
‘rank among LifeWay Christian Resources'
top-10-selling discipleship books. Here are
the other five:

B The Mind of Christ by T. W.
Hunt and Claude King. “The Mind
of Christ” attempts to teach
believers how to think the

-thoughts of Christ, or to have the
mind of Christ. Teaching topics
include discovering freedom in
Christ, becoming like Christ and.
~ living in the Spirit. There’s also a youth
edition. '

W MasterLife, Avery Willis, Jr This.
“PhD. of Bible studies” has beena popular
Baptlst dlscnpleshlp study since it was

introduced in 1980. Originally, it was two
26-week-long studies. In 1997, it was
revamped to accommaodate people who
couldn’t commit to that length. It now is
divided into four, six-
week interactive
workbooks. But it
maintains the same
sequential, small-
group discipleship
process that attempts
to guide Christians to
_develop a lifelong,
obedient relationship with Jesus.
LifeWay Christian Resources President
Jimmy Draper has said one of the benefits
of a church’s involvement in the MasterLife
study is that it results in an increase in lay
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relationship with God and ministry that
makes a difference.

M Shaping the Next Generation, David
and Elame Atchison. A video-driven, short--
term resource that offers parents
basic information and motivation
to shape the morals and values
of their children,

-l The Man God Uses, Henry
and Tom Blackaby. A seven-
chapter, interactive study of
Scripture that shows how men

. who have encountered God need
to understand what he is doing in their
lives. It also helps men know what they
should do with this encounter in all areas of
their lives: personal, family, work, church
and commumty




By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—Bible
Study Fellowship goes against the
grain of a fast-paced world fond of
short-term commitments and bite-
sized devotions.

While some discipleship courses
take as few as four weeks, BSF fol-
lows a 32-week schedule paralleling
the school year. Completing its rota-
tion of studies requires seven years.

Nor is homework to be shrugged
off. Fail to prepare your lesson and
you can’t join in the weekly small
group discussion that accompanies the
class lecture.

Miss three meetings and you’re
declared inactive, meaning you can be
replaced by someone else who wants
to sign up.

“We can do things in Bible Study
Fellowship you can’t do in the
church,” said Jane Roach, director of
the training division. “It’s hard to say,

“You can’t come this week unless
you’ve read the sermon notes ahead
of time,” but we can. And we think
it’s strengthened the church.”

The group was founded by Audrey
Wetherell
Johnson, at one
time a missionary
to China. After
spending 30
months in- con-
centration camps
during  World
War II, she came
to the U.S. for
temporary rest.

That stay -
stretched into sev-
eral years. In
1952, five women
in her California
church asked the former seminary in-
structor to teach them the Bible.

Johnson agreed reluctantly, but
only if her students would diligently
answer written questions about the

Stnce 7955 §

20’ to 37’ Buses * 12 to 3 Adult Capacity

CHURGH BUSES

Nation’s #1 Church Bus Dealer

» Used buses for sale-We buy used buses
¢ El Dorado, Champion, Krystal Koach & Federal Coach
* Collins school buses
* 15-passenger vans

&» CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

Brentwood, TN 37027

(800) 370-6180
(615) 376-2287

www.carpenterbus.com

15-passenger (No CDL license required)
(13 with rear storage compartment)

DISCIPLESHIP

Bible Study Fellowship requires students’ commitment

Scriptures.

The study quickly grew, finally
moving into a church building. As
more participants enrolled, the orga-
nization incorporated in 1959.

_ “Her goal was
always that peo-
ple would study
the 'Bible for
themselves,”
Roach said. “She
wanted them to
teach others and
strengthen Sun-
day school and
other parts of the
church.”

Reflecting her
missionary bent,
the founder want-
ed students to de-
velop the kind of relationship with
God that would inspire them to lead
other people to become Christians.

Though nearing its 40th birthday,
the fellowship isn’t growing stale,
Roach said. It has never had a “mas-
ter plan,” expanding solely by invita-
tions from people wanting a study in
their area.

Kentucky is home to eight Bible
Study Fellowship classes; six for
women and two for men. Four are in
Louisville, two in Lexington and one
each in Fort Mitchell and Paducah.
The locations reflect BSF’s urban fo-
cus. The organization feels God called
it to reach society’s leaders, Roach
said, so they concentrate on cities.

“They are learning what the Bible

- has to say and what it says to them,”

she said in explaining its appeal. “It
changes their life. They get to know
God and have a personal relationship
with him, and they like it.”

The area director who oversees
Kentucky the emphasis on teaching
the Bible is another reason for growth.

“That’s what God called us to do,”
said Pat Lennam, formerly of Cincin-
nati and recently transferred to Japan.
“We’re not a support group, although
we encourage fellowship. But we
want people to get into the Bible for

themselves and apply it to their lives.”

This year’s lesson plan is a detailed
review of Genesis, while 1999-2000
will study Romans.

Students are expected to attend
regularly, be on time and complete
their homework. They also are en-
couraged to pray for their pastor and
church leaders. The fellowship wants
to support the church, not compete

* with it, according to Roach.

In spite of its successes, Bible
Study Fellowship also faces challeng-
es. The men’s group in Lexington
lacks members in the 25-to-35 age
range, according to teaching leader
Sam Strader. Responsibilities with
young children, career and job-relat-
ed travel make it difficult for young
men to stay with it, he said.

And attracting officers seems to be
a never-ending task, Lennam said.

“There’s always people who want
to participate, but we don’t have
enough leaders,” she said. “There
probably isn’t a class that says they
have enough leadership. But the ones
we have are sure committed.”

Dr. Thom Rainer, Dean
Billy Graham School

churches.

Here’s a D.Min. in Evangelism
and Church Growth that fits
your ministry schedule!

The Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism and Church Growth now offers
a Doctor of Ministry in Evangelism and
Church Growth that is...

Practical: Seminars and study focus on
“real-life” church and leadership issues.

Convenient: Each séminar meets for one
week. Only four-and-one-half weeks of on-
campus time are expected over the three-
year degree program.

Balanced: The disciplines of evangelism and church growth

are each examined biblically, theologically, historically and
methodologically throughout the program.

Relevant: Faculty members, including Dean Thom Rainer
and Timothy Beougher, have served as leaders in growing

Affordable: The cost is reasonable, and a convenient monthly
payment plan is also available.

“The instruction is excellent and practical, and the camaraderie
I've developed with both cohorts and professors will last a lifetime.
I strongly recommend the Graham School program at Southern
Seminary to all who are considering a doctor of ministry degree.”

Joseph Vest - Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin, Kentucky

Join us in this challenging program. Applicants are now being
accepted for the June 1999 class.

L The Southern Baptist
¥ Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road ° Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 728-7044 © Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu

Name: Bible Study
Fellowship.

Founder: Audrey
Wetherell Johnson;
current executive
director is Rosemary
Jensen.

Headquarters: San
Antonio, Tex.

Phone: (210) 492-4676.
Class contact names
available at (888) BSF-
CLAS.

- Course Goal: To

encourage Bible study
and relate it to daily life.

Length: 32 weeks
(parallels school
calendar from
September through
May).

Work requirements: Six
lessons per week,
minimum of 30 minutes
per lesson.

Class size: Ranges from
100 to 600 people, but
includes small-group
discussions with 15
participants.

Class sessions: Two
hours.

Numbers: Approximately
950 weekly classes
currently meeting in 26
countries.
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Baptists from around the world pledge to fight racism

NTA— at:sts from many 00untnes, meetlng in
ndorsed a statement encouraging on their
10 oppose racism. Among the many

behevmg world separate worshup and church

mﬂe_x1ble strugtpres Wthh prevent th

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

ATLANTA (RNS)—Baptist lead-
ers from across the globe ended a four-
day summit Jan. 11 pledging to op-
pose racism and ethnic conflict in the
United States and abroad.

Several meetings were held strate-
gically in the churches where sermons
and speeches by civil rights leader
Martin Luther King Jr. stirred a gen-
eration to protest.

During the meet-
ing, King’s “I Have
a Dream” speech
was pointed to as a
model and agenda
for Baptist conven-
tions and unions
around the globe.

“What the world
needs, what the
churches need, what Baptist churches
need are new dreamers,” said Denton
Lotz, general secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance, the fellowship of 192
Baptist groups that sponsored the
meeting.
~ Urging the congregation of pastors
and lay people to dream of racial har-
mony and the end of ethnic conflict,

. Lotz asked, “Are you willing to go

back home and be a dreamer?”
Baptists, known for their invita-
-tions to the altar for converts to Chris-
tianity, were then called to the altar of
Ebenezer Baptist Church—where
King served as co-pastor with his fa-
ther—to declare their commitment to
the principles of a declaration ham-

Baphs’fs & Race

mered out during the summit.

“Racism and ethnic conflict are a
denial of the gospel and a hindrance
to mission and evangelism,” the At-
lanta Covenant reads. “Those men and
women who practice racism or har-
bor racist thoughts not only deny the
gospel of Christ but put their own fel-
lowships in danger for they neglect the
Christ of the Gospels and deny the
unity for which Christ died.”

The service of commitment capped
a meeting that fea-
tured testimonies of
Baptists from Croat-
ia to Nagaland, In-
dia, who have
worked in areas of
deep ethnic conflict.

In small group
meetings, the dele-
gates gathered in
sections of the sanc-
tuary of Wheat Street Baptist Church
to discuss practical ways they could
encourage congregations to work to-
ward racial justice through evange-
lism, economic development and the
images that surround them in church-
es and Sunday school literature.

One group grappled with the pre-
dominance of white depictions of
Jesus, pointing to the stained-glass
windows and paintings erected in the
early 1900s at Wheat Street Baptist, a
predominantly black church that was
a major contributor to the civil rights
movement.

Some in the group said churches
need more diverse presentations of the
Christian message in art and music.

“I am not against that,” said Hora-
ce Russell, dean of the chapel at East-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Wynnewood, Pa., pointing to a paint-
ing of the Last Supper.

“I think it is as legitimate as any
other painting,” said Russell, who is
from Jamaica. “This is legitimate but

.this it not the only legitimate thing.”

Others thought the color of Jesus’
skin should be de-emphasized and his
gospel message should be stressed.

“We’re focusing on the color of the
body in that time and place, but are
we missing the incarnational truth of
the whole event, that in Christ we have
God with us?” asked David Hoke, a
Southern Baptist pastor from
Voorhees, N.J. “The point is that Jesus
came for me, he came for you, he
came for everybody, whatever color,
whatever nationality.”

In the end, the Atlanta Covenant
concluded: “We recognize that the al-
most exclusive use of white images of
Jesus has limited our understanding of
and witnessing to the incarnation.”

It also urged that churches encour-
age their publishing entities to use
multiracial images in worship and ed-
ucational materials and strive to cele-
brate communion with congregations
of different racial and ethnic back-
grounds.

The declaration also recommend-
ed training church leaders in racial
justice and reconciliation, the eco-
nomic partnering of Baptist churches
in developed nations with churches in

- developing countries and the affirma-

tion of indigenous people.

The Cornerstone

Laurie Valentine, our trust coun-
sel, refers to-one’s last will and tes-
tament as the cornerstone of an es-
tate plan.

Since January is “Make Your
Will Month,” it is a good time to
review your estate planning. docu-
ments and confirm they still accom-
plish God’s purposes for your pos-
sessions or to seek help in develop-
ing a Christian estate
plan, if you have not al-
ready.

The basic documents
to which I refer are: will,
durable power of attor-
ney, living will direc-
tives, healthcare surro-
gate designations and
perhaps revocable living
trusts.

As I was reviewing
my family’s current doc-
uments recently, I began

Barry Allen

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

child was born, we executed new
wills. As our financial circumstanc-
es have changed, and as we have
matured in the practice of Christian
financial stewardship, we have not
only changed our wills again, but
we have put in place some addition-
al estate planning documents. Fur-
thermore, we have made sure our
wills, trusts, life insurance benefi-
ciary designations, retire-
ment survivor benefit
designations and titles to
assets have been proper-
ly coordinated.

Every adult Christian
should have a Christian
estate plan. You can have
at least a provision in
your will, in the event all
of your heirs are de-
ceased at the time of your
death, that your entire es-
tate would go to the Ken-

to think about how God’s
purposes for my possessions had
changed over the years and how my
estate planning documents had
changed. I also realized I wish I had
known in earlier years what I now
know about Christian estate plan-
ning .

My first will was executed when
I was in college and single. My fa-
ther was deceased, and I be-
queathed everything to my mother
and sisters in equal shares.

When Larie and I married, we
executed new wills. When our first

tucky Baptist Foundation
for the perpetual benefit of your fa-
vorite Baptist cause or causes. You
can build on that as your circum-
stances and God’s purposes change.

Please call us to assist you per-
sonally and/or to conduct a Chris-
tian estate planning seminar in your
church. There is no cost or obliga-
tion. Our toll-free number is (888)
254-5701.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, Ky.
40223; (888) 254-5701
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February 12-13, 1999

Keynote Speaker
Dr. George Martin

Veteran Missionary to Indonesia; Missions
Professor in the Billy Graham School of
Missions, Evangelism and Church Growth at
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Make your reservations now!
Call 1 800 626-5525

and ask for the Billy Graham School, extension 4108.

Cost is $10 per person: $15 per couple.
Registration cost covers all session and seminars,
Mission Action Projects, and all meals on campus, plus
up to 2 nights lodging (Friday and Saturday nights).

The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 626-5525 - Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu




Carter: Convenience segregates churches

Continued from page 1

ed hour in America,” Coretta Scott
King said. “Though this is still large-
ly true,” Mrs. King said she has been

encouraged to see more integration of

blacks and whites in numerous
. churches she has visited over the
years.

She also acknowledged a Southern
Baptist Convention statement three
years ago apologizing for the denom-
ination’s compllclty in and indiffer-
ence to racism.’

Another speaker at the conference,
however, took a dimmer view of the
progress made in relations between
whites and blacks in Baptist churches
in America.

C.T. Vivian, a leader in the civil
rights movement, said racism is deep-
ly ingrained in' America’s faith struc-
tures.

“If you’re black in the United
States, you become a Christian in spite
of Christianity, not because of it,” said
Vivian, a former Nashville pastor who
is now board chairman for the Atlan-
ta-based Center for Democratic Re-
newal. :

“In many ways the civil-rights
movement was a confrontation be-
tween two Baptist groups,” Vivian
said.

While Martin Luther King and oth-
er civil rights leaders were “almost
exclusively Baptists,” opposition to

(502) 254-5085
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the movement centered in white Bap-
tist churches, because the South is
largely Baptist, he said.

Vivian called it “interesting” that
the Southern Baptist Convention wait-
ed until 138 years after the civil war
to apologize for slavery. “Is that how
long it takes to overcome racism?” he
asked.

Vivian said after sending mission-
aries to Africa for centuries, Europe-
an and American Christians now need
to receive black missionaries to “help
them face their most
atrocious sin.”

“There "is little
reason to believe that
the white church,
dominated by a rac-
ist culture, can save
themselves,” he said.

Racism is now the
greatest barrier to
missionary work in a
world that is three fourths “dark to
black,” Vivian said, identifying the
“symbol of the white Jesus” as both a
symptom and cause of racism.

Jesus was from the Middle East
and undoubtedly had dark skin, Vivi-
an said. “We’re so racist we can’t even
tell the truth about God. We have to
make him white to even live with him.
Why can’t the church stand to have
God as anything else than white?”

Vivian said that while seeing Jesus
as a person of color would mean a lot
to blacks, it raises a serious question:
“Could white people remain Christian
if they had to bow down to a black
Jesus?”

-Pragress waefully madequate
in race relations, Land says

ATLANTA (BP)—Progress in racial reconciliation has
fallen far short of the hope generated by early victories in the
civil rights movement, according to Richard Land, presndent
of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious L‘berty ’
Commission.

Attempts to address the racial i |mpasse in the Umted
States have been “woefully inadequate,” Land said in an
address at the Baptist World Alliance’s race summit.

But Americans should “draw courage” from the progress
that has occurred “to move from standing on the border of

-the promised land of integration to go forward

quhsh g che to the kingdom of reconciliation,” he said. -

“| am disappointed, sometimes even
depressed, that in the year of our Lord 1998
we have not come farther as Americans in our
quest for a racially reconciled society,” Land
said.

Land recalled the joy of being in Atlanta in
1995 when messengers to the Southern
Baptist Convention overwhelmingly passed a
resolution on racial reconciliation.

At the heart of racism is the mlsgulded belief in one’s
superiority over others which mirrors the Scripture-borne
truth that the heart of man is deceitful and desperately
wicked, Land said.

“Racial bigotry is woven into the very warp and woof of
our society’s nature,” he said, noting it is incumbent upon
Christians to remind society that the totality of racism cannot
be effectively addressed apart from its spiritual dimension.

As men and women come to a saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ, there is reconciliation to God, Land said. “The fact of
that reconciliation gives us the hope of reconciliation with
brothers and sisters around the world, whatever their
background, whatever their skin hue, whatever their sex or
their national origin.”

Ryan Stelk
By Robert Dunston

Ryan Stelk, the son of Warren
and Terri Stelk of Kansas City,
Kansas, spent his summer of 1998
as a member of the SonBound team.

As part of this sports ministry
team, Ryan’s responsibility and ex-
pertise were in basketball. The team
spent two weeks at Cedarmore and
six weeks on the road

traveling to churches NEHI]\[:{d:{Wi\{[1}} calling.
where team members COLLEGE “I want to share Jesus
presented sports clinics to in simple ways ... to be

missions service. Using Galatians
5:22-23, which speaks of fruits of
the Spirit, she provided encourage-

ment for him as he ministered.
Stelk, a junior with a major in
religion and a minor in psycholo-
gy, enjoyed giving his testimony.
He believes God is leading him to
become a youth evangelist and
plans to attend seminary to prepare
himself further for his

children and youth and
led Bible studies.

Their travels took
them around the state,
and often team members
were with each other 14
hours a day.

Stelk said he learned

able to explain the un-
searchable riches of the
kingdom of God in sim-
ple ways,” Stelk said. “I
love adults, I love youth
and kids and love sharing
about Jesus. I got to do it
all this summer.”

to appreciate the gifts
each person had. Every team mem-
ber was different, but God could
work through the team in a great
way, Stelk said.

One day while on stage doing a
ball drill, he noticed that each mem-
ber of the team was encouraging
and strengthening the other mem-
bers. Stelk watched God create uni-
ty in the midst of diversity.

One of the many people who
supported Stelk during the summer
was his girlfriend in Kansas. She
gave him a package early in the
summer containing an envelope to
open for each week of his summer

While at Cumberland
College, Stelk has found many
ways to be a Christian witness. His
friendly spirit and calming presence
draw people to him. Perhaps that is
why he has been so helpful to new
freshmen at Cumberland as an en-
courager and guide. People recog-
nize Christ at work in and through
him.
‘We know God will continue the
good work he has begun in Stelk.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the re-
ligion department at Cumberland Col-
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Will-
iamsburg, Ky. 40769

One more loaf

“The bowl of flour shall not be
exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil
be empty until the day that the
Lord sends rain on the face of the
earth” (1 Kings 17:14).

The widow thought she was
preparing her last meal when she
met Elijah. When she heard the
words noted above from the
prophet, she must have had seri-
ous doubts, yet she did

as he told her. HOMES FOR
And the next day FETITE:{Y
there was enough flour

ly the trust demonstrated by Elijah
and then the widow, could be a bit
reckless for a government, a hospi-
tal, a child care agency.

Yet this principle is not a sug-
gestion or a card trick to perform at
parties. It is the kind of life believ-
ers are called to live in all aspects
of our lives.

Recently, Kentucky Baptist.
Homes for Children went
out on a limb and almost
immediately a portion of
that limb was under

and oil to make one
more loaf of bread. And
the day after that there
was enough flour and
oil to make one more
loaf of bread. As her
faith grew, the widow
no doubt realized that
one more loaf of bread
was really all she need-

ed. Bill Smithwick time, and from now on it

threat by a saw. But the
cut didn’t come. Instead,
God continued to supply
our needs through Ken-
tucky Baptists and other
Christians who under-
stood that the time had
come to undergird their
child care agency as nev-
er before. It is still that

Many of us have tes-
timonies of how God pulled us
through in a pinch. There was
bread during the drought and we
celebrated. But how many of us
manage to apply this truth every
day in our businesses and fami-
lies?

It gets tougher when there are
other people counting on you to
make the right decisions, to plan
ahead, craft contingencies and save
for the rainy day. In fact, it could
be argued that to embrace too firm-

1

will always be that time.

I am excited about what God
will do and how he will provide for
our children and families. I hope
you are too. Thank you for being
our foundation. Thank you for re-
minding us that one more loaf is
really all we ever need.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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The 9th U.S.
Circuit Court of
Appeals became
the fourth federal
appeals court to
uphold the
military’s “don’t
ask, don’t tell”
policy.

U.S. Supreme Court declines response to moral cases

WASHINGTON (ABP)—The
U.S. Supreme Court refused Jan. 11
to review lower court decisions up-
holding the “don’t ask, don’t tell” pol-
icy governing gays in the military.

The case was one of five concern-
ing church-state or morality issues that
the court declined to address, leaving
lower court decisions in effect.

The military policy was challenged
in separate actions by officers in the
U.S. Navy and the Army National
Guard who were discharged after ac-
knowledging their homosexual orien-
tation to their commanding officers.

The 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals became the fourth federal ap-
peals court to uphold the “don’t ask,
don’t tell” policy, which took effect
in 1993. So far, the Supreme Court has
refused to hear repeated requests to
invalidate it.

Under the policy, the military no

‘| longer asks recruits about their sexual

orientation, but homosexual conduct

continues to be grounds for dismiss-

al.

The Supreme Court also declined
to review:

B A pair of cases challenging a city
ordinance that forbids adult business-
es from operating near churches and
residential areas.

Left intact were lower court rulings
that the New York City statute does
not violate the First Amendment’s
right to free speech.

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals upheld a state trial court deci-
sion that the ordinance “was not an
attempt to regulate speech but rather

was motivated by concerns other than
those related to speech.”

The particular concern addressed
by the statute, the court continued, was
“a reasonable belief that adult estab-
lishments produce undesirable sec-
ondary effects such as neighborhood
deterioration, crime and decreased
property values.”

B A lower court’s decision free-
ing a convicted sex offender because
the trial judge quoted Bible verses
before pronouncing his sentence.

Arron Pattno was sentenced to 20
months to five years in prison after
being convicted of sexual assault for
having sexual contact with a 13-year-
old boy.

Before pronouncing the sentence,
the judge read Bible verses denounc-
ing homosexuality.

The Nebraska Supreme Court said
areasonable person “could have ques-
tioned the judge’s impartiality” after
hearing him cite Scripture.

Pattno pleaded guilty to abusing
the youth he met through an Internet
chat room in 1996. He later chal-
lenged his sentence as excessive, ar-
guing the judge showed bias against
Pattno because of his sexual orienta-
tion.

After Pattno’s sentence was vacat-
ed, he was resentenced to four years’

. probation by another judge.

B Claims by Philadelphia-area
transit officials that removing station
advertisements linking abortion and
breast cancer did not violate the Con-
stitution.

The high court left intact a ruling

by the 3rd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals that the Southeastern Pennsyl-
vania Transportation Authority violat-
ed the First Amendment’s guarantee
of freedom of speech by removing the
advertising posters of Christ’s Bride
Ministries.

In 1996, the non-profit ministry
contracted with transit officials to
place posters bearing the message
“women who choose abortion suffer
more and deadlier breast cancer” in
subway and train stations.

SEPTA immediately received

complaints about the posters and re-

moved them after receiving a copy of
a letter from a federal health official
questioning the accuracy of the ads’
claim.

CBM filed suit after the ads were -

removed. At first, a federal district
court rejected the ministry’s claim,
ruling that Philadelphia transit offi-
cials maintained control over the ad-
vertising space and that Lee’s letter

was a “reasonable” basis for remov-
ing the posters.

But the federal appeals court dis-
agreed. It ruled that transit officials
had created a “designated public fo-
rum,” and that “content-based restric-
tions on speech that come within the
forum must pass strict scrutiny to
comport with the First Amendment.”

B A challenge to the Freedom of
Access to Clinic Entrances Act by an
anti- abomon group called Lambs of
Christ.

The federal law bars the use of
force or threats to intimidate persons
entering or leaving clinics that per-
form abortions.

In this dispute, 11 members of the
group were arrested after blocking
entrances to a Planned Parenthood
clinic in Rochester, N.Y., in Decem-
ber 1996.

The 2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-

_ peals rejected the group’s claim that

the federal law is unconstitutional.

ng in Year 2000 ‘Down Under’

| Dr. Gerald McNeely will host a tour to Baptist World
Congress, Melbourne, Australia, Dec. 29, 1999-Jan.
11, 2000. Two days in New Zealand, then Australia’s
| tourist-attractions, including colorful “Outback.”
| Optional tours available during Baptist World
. Congress. Also, you could extend after Jan. 11. Ask
about early bird discount. Call (502) 244-3759 for
more information.

It almost happened again!

Just three years ago in January 1996, during
our two-week Christmas break, a severe winter
storm hit the very weekend our students were due
to return. With little time to warn our students not
to return until the weather was befter, many be-
gan their journeys back to Oneida.

Students always return to our campus on Sun-
day and classes begin on Monday. Only about a
dozen students were able to make it back to our
campus that Sunday. That Monday we had to can-
cel school for the first time in 18 years.

This past weekend our students were
returning to the campus, and again a
winter snow storm hit. Fortunately we
had almost no snow and ice here, but.
much of Kentucky and most of the
states to the north were not as fortunate. -
Even though we are only 110 driving
miles from Lexington, there were stu-
dents in Lexington who were stranded.

Several students who had tickets to
fly back to Lexington were stranded
because the airports in Chicago and oth-
er cities were closed. A host of students
were stranded at bus stations across

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

road, it caused even greater anxiety.

Some students were trying to call home to tell
their parents where they were, but could not be-
cause the phone lines were down as a result of ice
storms. Our phones were extremely busy with
worried parents calling.

Finally, buses began to run their regular routes
and airports reopened. Our students normally ar-
rive at London about 6 p.m. We usually have our
buses or vans waiting for them. But things were
not running on schedule, so we had stu-
dents arriving all hours of the day and
night. We made dozens of trips to Lon-
don instead of the usual two or three.

Fortunately, all of our students ar-
rived back safely. While many did ex- -
perience some long delays and other

inconveniences, to my knowledge none
were in any danger.

It is difficult for our students to un-
‘derstand why they have to go to school
when hundreds of other schools are
closed. In fact, nearly all schools in sev-
eral surrounding counties were closed
all week. Our new students have a real-

Kentucky and in several other states.

Unlike three years ago, most of our students
made it back on time—well, almost on time. Many
hours were spent on the phone Sunday and Mon-
day as parents were calling to see if their children
made it safely back to campus. When you are talk-
ing to anxious parents and you have to tell them
their child is not back, you can only imagine their
concern. We began to try to track down the stu-
dents from this end of their journey, and the par-
ents tried to-track them down from home. When
that many people are calling Greyhound, they
cannot handle all the calls. Then, when Greyhound
announced they had taken all their buses off the

ly hard time justifying going to class
when so many others are not. Students who are
not new tell them to remember this on May 14.

. Why May 147 That is when our students are out

for the summer. They have no snow days to make
up. When the weather is nice and there are lots of
things for young people to do, our students will
be home. All of those frowns quickly will turn to
smiles then. Even our faculty and staff enjoy
knowing school will be out right on time, because
we don’t have to make up snow days.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www
.oneidaschool.org

The latest statistical comparison
between Clear Creek and other
member colleges of the Accrediting
Association of Bible Colleges en-
courages all of Clear Creek’s
friends.

Our 76:4 percent student reten-
tion rate surpasses the average of all
other colleges by 11 percent. The
completion rate of 51 percent is 10
percent higher. Our stu-.
dents have a grade point
average of 2.86, similar
to colleague schools. Re-
flecting the exclusive
ministry training purpose
of Clear Creek, 100 per-
cent of our students have
Christian service partici-
pation, compared to 82.5
percent in schools our
size.

Professional staff data
indicates  significant
strength. Among our full-
time instructors, 71 per-
cent hold a doctor’s degree, while
similar schools average only 29 per-
cent. One hundred percent of our
full-time faculty hold a master’s de-
gree, while other institutions have
63 percent. Among our part-time
faculty 88 percent have a master’s
degree. That compares with 55 per-
cent in other colleges our size. The
salary/benefit package for a full-
time professor at Clear Creek is
$12,000 higher than average.

Our library has adequate staff-

How do we compare with other Bible colleges?

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

ing with slightly higher use of stu-
dent assistants. The library requires
five percent of the educational and
general expenses, the standard lev-
el for accredited colleges. The Car-
olyn Boatman Brooks Library hold-
ings of 33,549 volumes are slightly
higher than similar-size schools.

We have three times more film and
video materials and computer files.

Financial assets for
Clear Creek total $13.3
million compared to
$10.8 million of all
AABC schools. Our en-
dowment totaled $5.8
million while others aver-
aged $1.9 million. In
1997, we received $1.8
million from private gifts
and grants compared to a
$1.06 million average
among AABC schools.
Others depend more on
tuition, 33 percent, com-
pared to Clear Creek at 10
percent. The average debt among
AABC colleges is $1.6 million,
while we operate debt-free!

The positive facts of this report
have come because of the prayers,
hard work and support of a dedi-
cated staff and the support of friends
near and far. We thank our Lord for
each of you who stands with us in
the accomplishment of our mission.
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, Ky. 40977

L4
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‘WWJD?’ asked in newly released teenage musmal

NASHVILLE (BP)—You’ve
seen the initials “WWIJD” on arm
bands, necklaces, T-shirts and near-
ly anything that can be sold, but are
you ready for “WWJD" ” the musi-
cal?

WWID are the initials for the ques-
tion, “What would Jesus do?” taken
from the simple question from the
century-old novel; “In His Steps,” by
Charles Sheldon.

Now Genevox, a music imprint of
LifeWay Christian Resources, is re-
leasing a musical created for youth by
John Chisum and Nancy Gordon.

“When we entered the project, I did
not realize myself the depth of the
(WWID) question,” said Chisum, a
writer/producer for ThreeFold Music.
Gordon is affiliated with Mother’s
Heart Music.

“It’s so easy to dismiss it,” Chisum
added. “But when you start trying to
write songs and concepts and dialog
around that question, it begins to work
inside you.”

Chisum said the question contin-
ued to draw him and Gordon back to
the message of Jesus dying on the
cross. “He would give his life. He

would do again for us what he did on
the cross,” Chisum said.

“We didn’t want to present a mu-
sical that would say, ‘Don’t do this,
don’t do that,”” he added. “We want-
ed them to see a portrait of the life of

Jesus, through suffering, surrender, -

sacrifice and service.”

Gordon said she and Chisum felt
called to create a platform for a “rad-
ical call to Christ.” :

“Our hearts as writers and creators
were to see this work become an ex-
perience whereby those who perform
it and those who observe it go away
and ask the question, and as they find
the answer, live that answer,” she said.

Don Schlosser, Genevox music
editor for the musical, said it “asks
questions our culture faces without
offering clichés or easy answers. The
message is designed to bring listeners
to the conclusion that the actions of
Jesus can and should be the model for
our lives.”

The musical incorporates a journal
with devotional thoughts in a choral
book.

It can be obtained by calling (800)
GENEVCGX.

WWJD, THE MUSICAL John Chisum, writer and producer with Threefold Music, sings
“What Would Jesus Do?” in a chapel premier at LifeWay Christian Resources. Chisum
was co-writer and creator of the youth musical with Nancy Gordon. (BP photo by Jim

Veneman)

Foothall title was on the line, but faith was in thelr hearts

Contacts got rival coaches together

By Laura Langley
Baptist Press

PHOENIX, Ariz. (BP)—The na-
tional championship was on the line,
but football nevertheless took a back
seat to faith and family on the Sunday
before the Fiesta Bowl.

Head coaches Phillip Fulmer of the
University of Tennessee Volunteers
-and Bobby Bowden of the Florida

State Seminoles talked about their.

Christian beliefs during “Fiesta Sun-
day” services at North Phoenix Bap-
tist Church the day before the game.

In Sunday worship service inter-
views with Senior Pastor Dan Yeary,
both Fulmer and Bowden said that
beyond Xs, Os and the game plan,

there are certain values they try to in-
still in their teams, beginning with

their faith. .

Football and family play an impor-
tant role in their lives, both men said,
but they still put God first.

“Football is not the number one
priority in my life,” Bowden said.
“I’m not cutting my wrists over foot-
ball. Football is a way God has given
me to support my family and witness
to young men.”

Bowden said the message is sim-
ple. “Put God first in your life and you
cannot fail.”

Fulmer said that everyday deci-

sions are a matter of faith. “Instead of
waiting until that moment, you make
those decisions in the quiet time of
your faith,” he said. “In your decisions
you not only represent yourself, but
your family and, most importantly,
your faith.”

When times get tough, Bowden
and Fulmer said, they cling to their
faith for support.

“Sometimes you get off track,”
Fulmer said. But family and friends
with strong family values have held
him accountable, he said.

Bowden added, “T’ve always tried
to make God number one in my life.”

: saying, “Since you’ll be playing in ‘
_sage on bmldmg champxonsmp_ :
families.

 the Fiesta Bow! this year, put North

_ Phoenix on your calendar and plan

o give your testlmony in church,”
- Each year,

v agree. This ear Bowden noted that

When others are criticizing him,
Bowden said that’s when he relies on
God the most.

“I’'m really only worried about
what one guy thinks. If I can pass that
test, I can handle the rest of it.” ;

Both coaches said their faith spills
over into their family life.

Fulmer said he and his wife, Vic-
toria, try to surround their three daugh-
ters with an environment that will help
them grow spiritually, including
church attendance and participation in
YoungLife and Fellowship of Chris-
tian Athletes.

testimonies and the pastor’s mes- -

- UIt's mce to steal the thunder“ :

from the secularpress " Yeary said.
He counted mentions and footage
on ESPN CBS and in USA Today.

Yeary asked Fulmer’s daughter
Brittany what she likes most about her
dad.

Without hesitation she answered,
“When my daddy comes home, he
gives us his undivided attention. He
doesn’t bring football home.”

Bowden said his football team
members need dads like Fulmer since
half of the team members have no re-
lationship with their fathers.

“These young men need daddies,”
Bowden said, encouraging dads to
meet their responsibility as fathers.

To Yeary’s question about advice

he would give young people today to
help them discover a new direction,
Fulmer summed it up, “Get close to
the Lord.”

A kick-off for the church’s month-
long focus on family, Yeary used the
Fiesta Sunday opportunity to encour-

-age members and visitors to build

championship families. Yeary also
cited the Fulmer and Bowden fami-
lies as examples of families who let
God make a difference in their lives.

“The greatest need in America to-
day is for your family and my family
to get so healthy that we infect other
families in our culture,” Yeary said in
his sermon.
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The musical “asks
guestions our
culture faces
without offering
clichés or easy

answers.”
Don Schlosser, Genevox
music editor

FOOTBALL FUN Florida
State University football
coach Bobby Bowden,
makes pastor Dan Yeary
laugh. North Phoenix
(Ariz.) Baptist Church
hosted a worship service
before the Fiesta Bowl that
featured talks with both
Bowden and University of
Tennessee coach Philiip
Fulmer. (Mesa Tribune
photo by E.B. McGovern)
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania and
New England:

M Join Jeff and Kim
Paden, church planters
in Vilnius, Lithuania, in

praising God that they
passed their language

tests and now can spend

more time in ministry.

M Mark and Tatiana

- McNiel, asthey begin a
church in Bialystok,
Poland. “Often there are
‘decisions’ made, but
very little true
repentance and

salvation,” he said. .

“Please pray that we will
see people truly saved
and that many will join

us for Bible study.”

M Joseph Kahindi,
acting principal of the
International Baptist
Theological Seminary of
East Africa in Arusha,
Tanzania, and Principal
Harrison O’lang who is
on sabbatical in England
working on a doctorate.

M The church at Mindu,
Tanzania, a small village
near Morogoro.
Recently, several new
converts were baptized
in the predominately
Moslem village.

B Pastor Hanna Ibrahim
and members of Arabic
Evangelical Church in
Dedham, Mass., on the
death of Ibrahim’s wife,
Faiza, Dec. 23.

B The Youth
Encountering Christ
evangelism conference,
Jan. 29-31, sponsored
by the Baptist
Convention of New
England. Each year,
more than 700 youth
attend. Many are not
Christians.

B Churches in the

Baptist Convention of

New England without
pastors.
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Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B BRANDENBURG—Gary Mc-
Abee resigned as pastor of First
Church to accept the pastorate of First
Church, Livingston, Ala.

B BUTLER—James Conrad has re-
tired as pastor of Second Twelve Mile
Church. Conrad is available for sup-
ply, interim and revivals. To contact
him, call (606) 472-3215.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—John Cox
was named dean of Campbellsville
University’s new School of Business
and Economics. Also Linda Cundiff
was named dean of Campbellsville’s
School of Education.

B DAYTON—Donald Peterson,
pastor of First Church, Dayton, 1973-
1980, died Dec. 7. Peterson also was
director of the Baptist Center in New-
port and chaplain of the Baptist Con-

Mountains to the Mississippi

valescent Home in Newport, 1971-
1973.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Northside
Church called David Atcher as min-
ister of music and youth. Ronney
Raines is pastor.

Valley Creek Church called Jas-
on Stewart as associate pastor and
minister of music. Steven Hill is pas-
tor.

B HARDINSBURG—Hardinsburg
Church called Danny Haynes as pas-
tor. Haynes was pastor at Middletown
Church.

B JAMESTOWN—Welfare Church
called John Routh as pastor. Routh
and his wife, Alvine, recently returned
from Israel where they were South-
ern Baptist misisonaries.

Jamestown First Church called

Daryl Covington, from Mississippi,
as pastor.

B JENKINS—First Church called
Steve Mayle as pastor. Mayle is from
Barbourville and a recent graduate of
Clear Creek Bible College.

B LEXINGTON—Immanuel Church
wiil celebrate its 90th anniversary Jan.
31. Former pastor Ted Sisk will par-
ticipate. A reception, with a photo
exhibit of Immanuel’s history, will be
held afterward. Also, Immanuel will
host “Know Thyself,” a relationship
readiness primer for never-married
adults, Jan. 30. For information, con-
tact Jamie Carter (606) 266-3174.
Craig Loscalzo is pastor.

B LOUISVILLE—Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children will co-sponsor
the Louisville Adoption Fair at the
University of Louisville’s Shelby
Campus, Feb. 7, 1-4 p.m. Workshops
will teach participants about adoption
options. For information, call (800)
928-4303.

Mid-Continent College celebrates 50th anniversary

HICKORY—Mid-Continent Col-
lege observed its 50th anniversary Jan.
10.

Bob Agee, executive director/trea-
surer of the Association of Southern
Baptist Colleges and Schools and
president emeritus of Oklahoma Bap-
tist University delivered the keynote
address.

Mid-Continent College was start-
ed when a group of people from the
West Kentucky Baptist Association
organized a “preacher’s school.”

The school was chartered in 1950
by the state of Kentucky. In 1951, the

West Kentucky Baptist Institute was
recognized by the General Associa-
tion of Baptists in Kentucky. On Jan-
uary 10, 1959, the initial session of
classes was held in First Baptist
Church of Clinton. In 1977, the col-
lege moved to the Harris Campus, its
present location at Hickory.

In 1994, Mid-Continent Baptist
Bible College was officially recog-
nized by the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention.

Today, the college is a four-year,
co-educational college, regionally and
nationally accredited and licensed in

Kentucky and Illinois.

The college has expanded its cur-
riculum to offer majors in applied psy-
chology and counseling, communica-
tion arts, elementary teacher education,
general studies, English, Christian
leadership, evangelism, ministry, mis-
sions, biblical studies and languages.

Mid-Continent College has a Lead-
ership Training Center, Life-Long
Learning Center, Regional Bi-Voca-
tional Ministries Center and a Global
Mission Center. Classes are offered in
Fulton, Hopkinsville, Owensboro,
Paducah and Benton, Il1.

Lynn Acres Church has called

Donnie Gullion as pastor. Gullion
succeds John Meeks, who retired
Dec. 31.
B OWENSBORO—Wyman Copass
resigned as pastor of Yellow Creek
Baptist Church to begin a full-time
evangelism ministry. Starting March
1 he will be available for revivals, Bi-
ble seminars and Bible conferences.
He can be reached at (502) 683-6040
or by e-mail at cwmin@aol.com.

Slmmans retlringi,» f

‘ Charles Slmmons director of
MlSSlOIIS for Graves County Bap-
 tist Association for 10 years, will
 retire at the end of the month.
_ Simmons has been mvolved
in several ministries. He is a co-
 founder of Kentucky Brother-
hood’s equestrian ministries.
_ Simmons also serves as assistant
 director of prison ministries for
the Kentucky Baptist Conven-
. tion. He is commissioned by the
North American Mission Board
to be a chaplain for both fields,
- Simmons has co-directed
 about 60 weekends teaching the
; “Expenencmg God” Bible study
-in Kentucky, Ilhnons Tennessee
and Utah. = ;
Last year he was recogmzed
.,by Kentucky directors of mis-
 sions as Director of Missions of
theYear .
A reception will be held Jan.
31 at High Point Baptist Church
in Mayfield. For more mforma— -
| tion, call (502) 753 80()2

CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: Music minister, part-
time or full-time if experienced for
rapidly growing Baptist church (400
average attendance). Traditional mu-
sic. Experienced in leading choirs and
congregational singing. Send resumé
to: Mt. Elmira Baptist Church, 3644
Mt. Elmira Road, Shepherdsville, K'Y
40165, Attn: Pastor.

SEEKING: West Broadway Bap-
tist Church is seeking a youth minis-
try intern to work 10-15 hours a week.
Prefer degree in religious studies.
Send resumé to church c/o Personnel
Committee, 8420 Six Mile Lane, Lou-
isville, KY 40220.

SEEKING: Afterschool/summer
care director; 30 hours/week during
academic year, full-time summers.
Send resumé or call Dr. Ron Sisk,
(502) 896-4425, Crescent Hill Baptist
Church, 2800 Frankfort Ave., Louis-
ville, KYY 40206.

SEEKING: Bivocational minister
of music, able to lead hymns/chorus-
es in worship, and conduct adult and
children’s choirs. Some music train-
ing/experience desired. Send resumé
to: Music Minister Search Committee,
Moreland First Baptist Church, 501
Old Danville Pike, Hustonville, KY
40437.

SEEKING: First Southern Baptist
Church of Floyds Knobs is seeking to
employ a part-time, permanent music
director. Pay and responsibilities will
be determined by education, level of
experience and ability. If interested,
please send resumé: First Southern
Baptist Church, 4631 Lakeview
Drive, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119.
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SEEKING: Ministry-oriented
Southern Baptist church desires a full-
time youth minister to minister to and
lead youth in a program of excellence.
Dynamic youth ministry includes Bi-
ble study, discipleship, fellowship,
missions, ministry and evangelism.
College degree required, seminary
preferred. Send resumé by Feb. 28 to:
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box U,
Russell, KY 41169.

SEEKING: Fee Fee Baptist
Church, St. Louis, Mo., prayerfully
seeks your referral for a minister to
students and church outreach. Locat-
ed in north suburban St. Louis Coun-
ty, we average in excess of 650 in two
morning services, over 500 in Sunday
school. Fee Fee is a strong traditional
Southern Baptist church. Responsibil-
ities include directing ministry pro-
grams for youth and college-age stu-
dents. Will also administer the church-
wide outreach program. Strong Chris-
tian character and experience a must.
Send referrals to: Minister to Students
and Church Outreach, Fee Fee Bap-
tist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock
Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.

SEEKING: Parkway Baptist
Church of Lexington, Ky., is seeking
a pastor. Please send resumé to: Pas-
tor Search Committee, Parkway Bap-
tist Church, 1915 N. Broadway, Lex-
ington, KY 40505.

WANTED: Experienced daycare
director, southend location since
1969. Resumé to: Leanne Whitlock,
Lynn Acres Baptist Church, 5007
Southside Drive, Louisville, KY
40214.

SEEKING: Minister of adult ed-
ucation for a rapidly growing subur-
ban SBC church with a multifaceted
ministry 15 miles east of St. Louis,
Mo. Seminary degree or equivalent;
professional experience preferred, but
willing to accept those eager to be
trained. Send resumé to: Dr. Larry
Richmond, FBC, 1111 East Highway
50, O’Fallon, IL 62269.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Corbin is currently seeking a full-

* time associate minister with primary

responsibilities in the area of student
ministry (K-12). Seminary degree and
experience preferred but not required.
Please forward resumé by Jan. 31 to:
Personnel Committee, First Baptist
Church, 401 N. Laurel, Corbin, KY
40701.

SEEKING: Audubon Baptist
Church is currently seeking a part-
time minister to children. The church
seeks a mature Christian who is com-
mitted to children’s ministry; experi-
ence preferred. Interested persons
should send a resumé to: Audubon
Baptist Church, 1046 Hess Lane, Lou-
isville, KY 40217, Attn: Personnel
Committee, or call the church office
at (502) 635-6750.

SEEKING: Bivocational minister
of youth. Godly and mature minister
needed to reach out to youth in grow-
ing community through discipleship,
fellowship, missions and training.
Some training/experience desired.
Send resumé to: Youth Minister
Search Committee, Moreland First
Baptist Church, 501 Old Danville
Pike, Hustonville, K'Y 40437.

SEEKING: Weekday ministries
director. Responsibilities: leading
Christ-centered program; administra-
tion; supervising caregivers; curricu-
lum development; ministry to children
and families. Program: 2- and 3-year
developmental daycare; 4-year pre-
school; summer camp for grades 1-6.
Healthy budget, over 20 qualified staff
members. Minimum qualifications:
Must meet Kentucky state licensing
requirements (seminary degree a
plus). Resumés and inquiries: First
Baptist Church, 1400 South Main,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Keith
Stillwell. (502) 886-1216.

SEEKING: Full-time minister to
students. The position will require the
ability to provide strong leadership,
direction and training for our youth
and children’s educational programs,
plus assist the pastor with the overall
ministries of the church. Send resumé
to: Morganfield First Baptist Church,
200 North Morgan St., Morganfield,
KY 42437, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: High Point Baptist
Church of Mayfield, Ky., is accept-
ing resumés for a part-time minister
of youth. Interested applicants should
send resumé to: Minister of Youth
Search Committee, High Point Bap-
tist Church, 220 West Farthing St.,
Mayfield, K'Y 42066.

SEEKING: Victory Baptist
Church of Lexington, Ky., is seeking
a full-time senior pastor. Please send
resumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
Victory Baptist Church, 2261 Arm-
strong Mill Road, Lexington, KY
40515.



! Real Life opens doors
f § for evangelism in your

‘ Every issue of Real Life
Sﬁﬁgém ;vaf' o 7 »f magazine will feature an

 breast cancer o - " ' evangelistic message drawn

| from a real-life illustration. This

message will include a place for

your church fo customize the

, ” magazine by adding the

v v}ién%m%(?’-si%wésﬁms\sé@his an (AAL \ church’s name, address, phone ‘

~ number or other important
information. Anyone who
receives this helpful magazine

- full of pradtical resources for

Kentucky families will see it as a

Your church’s | |
message goes B A0 - i L gift from your church and a sign

here that your church cares about
your community. -
Ideas for using Real Life in outreach Four issues of Real Life are planned

for 1999. The schedule includes a

@ Give Real Life to church prospects and visitors S i i s e [ et Ml

¢ Sive Real Life to families in your church's day care or parents’ summer issue available in late May, a
e program _ fall issve available in late August and

@ Deliver copies of Real Life fo families in your community a holiday issue available in mid-
@ Use Real Life as a dired-mail piece to newcomers A , November. Cost is $9 per subscription

(all 4 issues) for churches ordering in
bulk, or $10.60 for individual
subscriptions. That means your church
could get 100 copies of Real Life for
only $225 per quarter. ’

@ Use Real Life as a dired-mail piece to new parents

@ Place copies of Real Life in hospital waifing rooms, doctors’
offices and waiting areas in other local businesses

@ Distribute Real Life to church members

@ Distribute Real Life through Sunday school classes
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Hundreds of
Kentucky children
are living each day
apart from a family --
apart from security,
love and care. There
are also hundreds of
Kentuckians seeking
to build a family
through adoption.

KBHC can bring
children and
compassionate
parents together.

Facts about Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children’s
Special Needs Adoption Program:

Counselors help match your strengths and resources with a child.

Training equips you and your existing family to welcome a Special Needs child.
KBHC continues to offer support after placement.

Some fees associated with traditional adoptions do not apply.

L 2K 2R 2R 4

When a child becomes a part of a family, his life can change. So can yours. Call
today to find out more about the Special Needs Adoption Program. Free orientation
sessions are offered every quarter to give you a chance to ask questions and
get informed with no obligation. |

Call 1-800-928-5242

Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children \‘ ' '
; 10801 Shelbyville Road &a ‘

Louisville KY 40243 o
Find us on the World Wide Web at http://www.iglou.com/kbhc \
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