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together with God.”

Gay-rights law to
exclude all '
religious groups

LOUISVILLE—AnR ad-hoc
committee of Louisville’s board
of aldermen voted Jan. 19 to
change the religious exemption
amendment for a proposed mea-
sure to bar job discrimination
against gays and lesbians.

The measure, expected to pass
this week, would no longer ap-
ply the law to religious-baséd
charities that receive a majority
of funding from public sources.

That provision was viewed by
Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children as a direct response to
the organization’s firing of a les-
bian supervisor, which re-ener-
gized the move to pass what sup-
porters of gay rights are calling

_ the “Fairness Ordinance.”

More than half of KBHC’s
annual revenues come from state
reimbursements for services the
agency supplies to families and
abused and neglected children.

The ad-hoc committee of al-
dermen voted 5-2 to recommend
passage of the measure to ban job
discrimination against homosex-
uals, according to the Louisville
Courier-Journal newspaper. The
ordinance on employment is ex-
pected to have the seven votes

- needed to pass at the board meet-
ing Tuesday, Jan. 26.

Meanwhile, opponents have
expressed disappointment that no
public hearings will be held in
connection with the measure. Al-

-dermanic President Steve Magre
told the Courier-Journal that no
amount of public testimony will
change any alderman’s mind.

A phone line to express pub-
lic opinion to aldermen had re-
ceived 731 calls against the mea-
sure and 366 for it by the middle
of last week

SGREEING More than 1.5 billion people have seen the ‘Jesus’ film, used by missionaries as an introduction for the gospel message.
It has been dubbed into more than 450 languages and used in more than 220 countries. Recently a gift from Kentucky Baptists in
Fredonia helped put the film in many unchurched areas. Story on page 6. (SBC International Mission Board photo by Roy Burroughs)

‘Jesus’ film a major tool in world missions

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—So you
think “Titanic” was big? Well, mis-

sionaries have been workmg w1th a

movie that redefines “big.”

It didn’t win an Oscar or appear on -

any critics’ “top 10” lists. It’s 20 years
old, features no major stars and isn’t
even the best movie about Jesus Christ
from an artistic viewpoint.

Then what makes the film called
“Jesus” so remarkable? For starters,
consider these numbers:

B At least 1.5 billion people in
more than 220 countries have seen
“Jesus” in theaters, on television,
through videos or—still the most
common method—watching 16-mm
reels projected onto portable screens,
sheets or walls.

B More than 73 million people

have made public professions of faith
in Jesus after seeing the film.

B “Jesus” has been dubbed into
more than 450 languages, making it
the most widely translated production
in film history. Hundreds more trans-
lations are in the

B Nearly 2,000 film teams devote
themselves exclusively to screening
“Jesus” for people around the world—
often in the face of violent opposition.

An Uzbek convert who showed the
film 25 times was arrested, tortured
and dumped into a

works.

B More than
800 mission agen-
cies now partner.
with the Jesus Film
Project, an arm of
Campus Crusade
for Christ, to evan-
gelize non-Chris-
tians, disciple new
believers and start
churches using “Jesus.”

Southern
Baptist International Mission Board
missionaries remain the largest single
group of users besides the project’s
own workers.

mental hospital. In
Laos, a preacher
spent months in a
bamboo cage be-
cause an official’s
wife was caught
watching “Jesus.”
In Nigeria, hos-
tile locals tried to
drown a film team
weess worker. Extremist
Muslims threw rocks during the
screening. Every member of the film
team was bitten by scorpions. But
more than 500 people saw “Jesus.”
0 See ‘Jesus’ film ..., page 8

Many church members believing an evangelistic lie, pastor says

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

FORT WORTH, Texas (ABP)—
Most church people believe a lie, ac-
cording to Texas pastor Roddy Cly-
de. That lie, he said, is that their

- churches are obeying Christ’s com-

mand to reach unchurched people
with the gospel.

Even many growing churches
aren’t reaching non-believers, said
Clyde, pastor of the Fellowship at
Forest Creek in Round Rock, Texas.

Many seemingly successful
churches have created a climate attrac-
tive to people who already are believ-
ers, and thus experience mainly
“transfer growth,” he said.

Clyde said a survey of all the Bap-
tist churches in his Texas association
found that fewer than 3 percent of all
the people who regularly attend. ser-
vices were previously unchurched.
More than 97 percent had transferred
their membership from another house

of worship.

A similar survey in five other ar-
eas found similar percentages, Clyde
added.

The modern church is “missing the
point,” Clyde said. “The point is to
reach people for Christ and help them
grow to be like him. We are missing
the point by trying to keep people for
Christ and helping them grow to be
like us. We have become increasing-
ly focused on mamtammg the king-
dom instead of growing it.” .

Christians should view the United
States as “a mission field” and take
approaches similar to ways mission-
aries would approach unreached peo-

~ pleoverseas, Clyde said during a sem-

inar at the Texas Baptlst Evangelism
Conference.

The primary problem is that most
churches “do church in a way that is
culturally irrelevant to the un-
churched,” Clyde maintained.

Clyde said he and others who ad-
vocate change in traditional churches

often are accused of compromising
the gospel for the sake of cultural rel-
evance. Yet he countered that he has
no desire to alter the basic truth of
Scripture.

The reason for such accusations,
Clyde suggested, is because too many
church people confuse Baptist tradi-
tion with biblical truth. For example,
Baptist tradition says Sunday school
has to operate a certain way, while the
Bible presents no such demands.

The importance of becoming rele-
vant to the culture would be obvious
if people would think of their home-
towns as mission fields, Clyde said.
“Nobody in this room would finance
a mission trip to Afghanistan without
making sure the missionaries were
prepared for the culture.”

To begin that process, he suggest-
ed. churches get to know the un-
churched audience in their communi-
ty and then adapt methods to match
that audience without altering the truth
of the gospel message.

He also suggested three focus
questions developed at his church:
Does it help? Does it hurt? Does it
matter? If it helps achieve the prima-
ry goal of reaching the unchurched,
keep doing it and emphasize it, he
said. But if it hurts the primary goal,
stop doing it or adapt it.

Advocating the kind of change re-
quired to turn most traditional church-
es into culturally relevant churches
isn’t easy, Clyde confessed. “There is
no such thing as painless transition.”

His own church went through a
painful transition from a traditional
church to an innovative church, he
noted. But he also said the church now
regularly brings in two to four times
as many new members each year as it
previously had in total attendance.’

Such gains are possible only when
people and churches are pushed be-
yond their comfort zones, Clyde said.
“We cannot consistently continue to
reach people for Christ within our
comfort zone.”




BAPTISTS

: BAPTIST BITS

M English teachers needed in China. One hundred
volunteers are needed to teach English to middle-school
instructors in China this summer through a program co-
sponsored by the Southern Baptist International Mission
Board and the English-as-a-Second Language organization.
The program will give participants opportunities to touch the
lives of many young Chinese educators and share their
Christian faith and testimony. The eight-week project will
begin June 25 and conclude Aug. 19. Teaching experience is
highly valued but not required. For more information, call
(800) 999-3113.

M Carson-Newman president to retire in July. Cordell
Maddox, president of Carson-Newman College in Jefferson
City, Tenn., for 22 years, announced he will retire July 31.
Maddox, 67, is the senior college president in Tennessee and
among Baptist-affiliated schools nationally. Upon retiring,
Maddox will assume the role of president emeritus, working
with the trustees and the new president in fund ralsmg and
denominational relations.

M Records are God’s work, Rankin says. Chart-busting
missionary appointments, record missions offerings and all-
time-high numbers of new churches and preaching points
overseas are God's work, not the International Mission
Board’s, IMB President Jerry Rankin said recently. In fact,
Southern Baptists must beware of spiritual pride and capture
God'’s heart for the world’s lost billions if they want God to
use them to their full potential, he said. Southern Baptists
sent 885 new missionaries cverseas in 1998—a 33.4 percent
increase over 1997. The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
international missions passed $100 million in 1997.

M Southwestern, Tokyo seminaries form partnership.
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary has begun a
partnership with Tokyo Baptist Seminary to allow English
speaking students at the Japan school to receive a degree
from the Texas seminary. The agreement also provides the
framework for further interaction including faculty and
student exchange programs and consultation by
Southwestern to help the Tokyo seminary develop its library.

M Golden Gate working with Saddleback. Golden Gate
Baptist Theological Seminary and Saddleback Church in
Mission Viejo, Calif., have launched a partnership offering
graduate theological education and ministry training for lay
leaders. The partnership will include seminary faculty
members teaching graduate-level biblical, historical and
theological courses that train Saddleback members for
“church leadership, Christian living, ministry effectiveness
and mission preparation” at the Saddleback facilities. The
courses and supervised experlences lead to the master of arts
in theologlcal studies.

B NAMB hosts U.N. event. Four people made public
professions of faith in Jesus at an open house hosted by the
North American Mission Board at the United Nations Dec. 17.

W Wake Forest adds African-American professor. Wake
Forest University's divinity school has received a $200,000
grant to hire an African-American professor in preaching. The
school, expected to open in the fall, will appoint the professor
by spring, Dean Bill Leonard predicted.
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“A sacrifice? Over my dead body!
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WMU backs missions & ethnics proposals

By Teresa Dickens \
Woman’s Missionary Union

TALLADEGA, Ala. (BP)—
Woman’s Missionary Union’s exec-
utive board approved a long-range
planning committee’s report which
called for adopting the Missions In-
novators program piloted in 1998
and expanding WMU’s work with
ethnic and language groups.

The Blueprint for the 21st Cen-
tury Committee was appointed by
national WMU President Wanda
Lee in February 1998. The commit-
tee met several times during the year
and brought eight recommendations
to the board.

The report was adopted during the
executive board meeting Jan. 9-13.

The Missions Innovators’ recom-
mendation calls on national WMU to
develop and implement an ongoing
Missions Innovators training program.
The training will equip individuals to
work with churches in evaluating their
missions involvement and discovering
new ways to participate in missions.

National WMU piloted Missions
Innovators during 1998 in cooperation

" with state Baptist conventions and

WMU organizations in Alabama,
Texas and Virginia.

A national WMU staff member
was assigned to each state where she
worked with the leadership to devel-
op and implement a plan to help
churches increase their missions in-
volvement.

In each state, the Missions Inno-
vator worked with individual church-
es and associations of varying size and
context.

Sheryl Churchill, who was as-

. signed to Virginia, said building rela-

tionships with church members and
staff is the key component of Missions
Innovators.

“By building these relationships, it

_ gave me the opportunity to hear the
‘heart stories of why people see mis-

sions as important to their lives,” she
said.
“It also opened the door to seeing

that there are churches with a strong

-missions tradition and those who are

beginning to create their own missions
traditions,” she added.

Sylvia DeLoach said the most ex-
citing aspect of the Texas field test
was the response of church leaders to
the challenge to learn to listen and
think in new ways.

“What we learned from the field
tests now makes it possible for Wom-
an’s Missionary Union to try innova-
tive approaches in many other states
in 1999,” she explained.

In its recommendation on expand-
ing work with ethnic and language
churches, the long-range planning
committee commended national
WMU staff on its current work in this
area, but said that efforts “must be-
come a higher priority.”

With language and ethnic church-
es representing the fastest-growing
segment in SBC life, the committee
said WMU must “accelerate ethnic
leadership development and partner
with those leaders in the creation of
contextually appropriate material.”

Rose Zamora, WMU ministry con-

sultant with language audiences,
called the introduction and approval
of this recommendation “an answer to
prayer.”

“It is wonderful to know that
WMU will have an impact in our
world as we seek to encourage ethnics

LifeWay: FAITH continues to
have strong impact on churches

By Chip Alford
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)—
FAITH training continues to make a
nationwide impact on churches’ evan-
gelistic work, accordingsto LifeWay
Christian Resources, which estimates
80 training clinics will be conducted
in 1999.

FAITH is a strategy launched in
1998 by LifeWay Christian Resources
and the North American Mission
Board of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion which ties evangelism, ministry
and assimilation to a church’s ongoing
Sunday school ministry.

The FAITH acronym has the first
letter of the five key words used to ex-

plain the Christian message: forgive-"

ness, available, impossible, turn and
heaven.

Participating churches must have
the support and involvement of their
pastors, attend a four-day training clin-
ic and hold a 16-week semester of
FAITH training in their church.

The initiative got its- start in Janu-
ary 1998 at a training clinic at First
Baptist Church of Daytona Beach, Fla.
Leaders from 28 Southern Baptist
churches participated.

After returning home, members of
these churches made 26,823 home vis-

its in the remaining months of 1998,
sharing their Christian beliefs using the
FAITH outline more than 6,000 times
and leading 1,510 people to make pro-
fessions of faith in Jesus.

In turn, these churches hosted train-
ing clinics for churches in their region.
Leaders from 1,564 churches attended
FAITH training clinics in 1998, and
approximately 80 such training events
are scheduled across the country in
1999.

Shortly after finishing his church’s
first semester of FAITH training in
December, Barry Cosper, pastor of
Trinity Baptist Church in Roanoke,
Ala., said he was “impressed by the
simplicity of it. It is the best stuff I've
seen in 27 years of pastoring.”

Mark Anderson, pastor of Lynwood
Baptist Church, Cape Girardeau, Mo.,
said members of his church’s FAITH
teams led 27 people to Christ in the
church’s first semester of the ministry.

Steve Jones, pastor of First Baptist
Church of Oak Hill, Fla., said he will
teach the FAITH ministry concept to
students at a Baptist seminary in Bra-
zil in March. He encourages other
small churches to give FAITH a try.

For information about FAITH, call
toll-free (877) 324-8498. To register
for a FAITH training clinic, call (800)
254-2022.

and African-Americans to be radical-
ly involved in the mission of God,”
she said. “It is so fulfilling to see
strides being made to continue includ-
ing ethnic and African-American
work as part of WMU’s service to fur-
ther God’s kingdom.”

Three recommendations called for
Lee to name a committee to do fur-
ther study. Topics to be addressed by
the committees include revising
WMU'’s curriculum and product de-
velopment process, developing rela-
tionships and partnerships with inter-
national Baptist women’s groups and
developing a more adequate system of
measuring WMU involvement.

Another recommendation calls for
piloting an intentional interim pro-
gram in partnership with conventions
without state WMU leadership. The
other two recommendations relate to
the organization’s marketing strategy
and research and development pro-
cess.

In other business, the board:

§ Awarded $65,000 in Second
Century Fund grants. The grants were
given to support women’s work in
eight countries, 15 states and Puerto
Rico. Grants also were awarded to
three special projects: the Re-entry
Retreat for missionary kids, a retreat
for Native-American women and the
Baptist World Alliance’s women’s
department.

I Approved the components of the
2000-2002 Project HELP: Literacy.
The project will encourage local
church members to become involved
in literacy missions through aware-
ness, action and advocacy. The over-
seas component will enlist volunteers
to teach English in Nepal with the
Nepal Women’s Job Corps

_BeachBreak 99
~ offers 2 events

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—

. BeachBreak '99, a youth disci-

.. pleship program started last year
with Kentucky youth, will offer

two sessions in March and April.

Last year, about 120 teenag-
ers, mostly from Owensboro, pi-
oneered the event, said Paul
Kelly, a youth specialist for the
discipleship and family division
of LifeWay Christian Resources.

Youth attended from five
Owensboro churches: First Bap-
tist, Yellow Creek Baptist, Bell-

- view Baptist, Hall Street Baptist
- and Macedonia Baptist Church,
Kelly said.

The event, at Pensacola
Beach, Fla., combines disciple-
ship training for students with
leadership training for adult su-
Pervisors.

Students in grades 7-12 will

- use the study, “Deepenmg Disci-

- pleship.>

_ This year’s BeachBreak will

. be March 28-April 2 and April 5-
9 :

Registration costs $155 for
‘housing and the program but no
meals.

For more information, call
LifeWay at (615) 251-2855.



Northern Kentucky Baptists excited about ministry growth

By-Ken Walker
State Correspondent

ERLANGER—Amid an econom-
ic boom that has made Northern Ken-
tucky one of the state’s fastest-grow-

_ ing locations, area Baptist churches
are equally excited about the poten-
tial of expanding ministries.

Composed primarily of Boone and
Campbell County churches, the
Northern Kentucky Baptist Associa-
tion maintains one of the nation’s most
ambitious Baptist seniors housing
projects, according to Director of Mis-
sions Rick Robbins.

It also has started a new computer -

training school, hired a full-time em-
ployee to work with a Hispanic mis-
sion and plans to provide additional
resources for smaller churches.

The association also is growing;
with nearly 1,000 baptisms last year,
a significant increase over 1997.
Records aren’t complete, but 1998 is

_ expected to mark the association’s
best year financially.

The 66-church group will cap the
year by hosting the Kentucky Baptist
Convention at downtown Covington’s
new convention center. -

The convention center is part of
economic activity made possible by
the influx of corporations including

Ashland Oil, Toyota and Levi Strauss.

“We’re real excited about having
the KBC here in the fall,” Robbins

said.

“Our people have a high level of
expectancy,” he added. “There’s a lot
of people moving in; Boone County
is growing to the point new elementa-
ry schools have to be built every year.

The challenge is to reach out to the

people moving into the area.”

One of its best commumty rela-
tions tools, he said, is Baptist Life Ser-
vices, a network of elderly housing.
The combination of seniors homes,
apartments, assisted living and nurs-
ing care includes:

0 The Baptist Convalescent Center
in Newport, which has 167 beds and
33 assisted-living units.

B Erlanger’s Village Care Center,
with 115 independent and assisted-liv-
ing apartments and a dozen cottage
homes. A 100-bed nursing home is to
openin July. -

I Baptist Towers in Covington,
which will open this spring. Formerly
St. John’s Health Care Center, it is
undergoing a $2.4 million renovation
to create 112 apartments.

I A new project in Burlington.
Baptist Life Services recently ac-
quired 45 acres for a seniors complex
of 84 cottage homes and 98 apart-
ments. It will be named Greisser’s
Farm, after the Baptist family that
donated part of the property.

Gary Parker, president of Baptist
Life Services, said he doesn’t know
of another local church association

involved in such an ambitious devel-
opment.

It also differs from conventional
seniors housing because of its Chris-
tian witness, he said.

Members of Baptist and other
churches provide a variety of worship
services and entertainment for resi-
dents, 60 percent of them non-Bap-
tists. That has resulted in several se-
niors becoming Christians, he said.

“This is clearly a ministry of this
association,” said Parker. “The vast
majority of people are pleased with
how we’ve been able to help their
family members. That opens a lot of
doors for our churches.”

With many members working or
living in neighboring Cincinnati, the
Northern Kentucky association also
crosses state boundaries to operate a

- Hispanic mission.

Bob Allen, hired by the association
in mid-November, is part of a coop-
erative effort with the Cincinnati Bap-
tist Association.

Meeting at Highland Avenue Bap-
tist just north of downtown Cincinnati,
the mission has seen three professions
of faith in Christ in recent weeks.

In addition to providing transpor-
tation for mission members, the

church starter-apprentice helps meet -

various social needs. He recently sup-
plied food and clothing to a Guatema-
lan family whose son was seriously
injured and flown to Ohio for treat-

Computer class offers byte-size job trammg

NEWPORT—Attending an inner-
city worship service a year ago proved
to be an eye-opening experience for
Del Brown.

The Alexandria resident had ac-
companied the Pleasant Ridge Baptist
Church youth group to a downtown
Cincinnati mission to help serve a
meal.

During a pre-dinner service, the
computer programmer was surprised

_ to hear several audience members la-
menting their lack of a job.

“That was contrary to what my
background was about,” he said. “I
thought they were lazy. But they were
talking about how badly they wanted
to work.”

Inspired, Brown set out to see if a
computer-training class could be or-
ganized to improve residents’ earning
power in the job market.

His employer donated 50 comput-

ers, which the Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association is storing until
classes begin this summer. The first
session will have up to a dozen stu-
dents. -

First Baptist Church of Newport
agreed to provide space in its educa-
tional building for the labs. Some
computers may be loaned to students
so they can do additional work at
home.

The chairman of the effort has
lined up 15 volunteer instructors from
five churches. He estimates he needs
at least five more because of program-
mers’ hectic schedules.

“Computer pros have a difficult
time serving in church,” Brown said.
“They travel, work a lot of weekends
and have beepers. The concept is to
build a large pool so if someone gets

COMPUTER MINISTRY A volunteer inspects a computer to be used in a training class to
help inner-city residents increase their training potential. (Photo by Del Brown)

beeped an hour before class, we have
a backup to fill in.”

Rick Robbins, associational direc-
tor of missions, helped organize the
outreach and provided names of po-
tential volunteers, Brown said.

Churches also are kicking in re-
sources. A woman recently donated
her old car to the association. Robbins
sold the car and invested the proceeds
into the program because funds might
be needed to buy new software.

“With welfare reform, people are
moving out of the system, and many
are unskilled,” Robbins said. “We feel
with the computer school, we can pro-
vide a service in a Christian setting.
We’re very excited about it.”

The project also might provide a
needed spark for the inner-city church
hosting classes. First Baptist of New-
port attracts 150 to 175 people on Sun-
days—a far cry from the days when it

averaged 2,000 people in Sunday
school.

Joe Gateley is the only member
who has voluntéered to teach, but Pas-
tor Ken Willoughby predicts more

‘will get involved closer to the starting

date.

This innovative ministry could
help broaden the church’s perspective,
he said. First Baptist is mixed racially
and divided between city and subur-
ban residents.

It isn’t the only church that has
suffered decline in recent years, the
pastor said. Newport’s three Method-
ist churches have consolidated into
one, as have four Catholic parishes.

“There needs to be a church that
can catch a vision of what can be done
in Newport,” said Willoughby, who
came to the church two years ago. “I
hope it will be First Baptist. That’s
why I’'m here.”

ment.

Allen also stays busy on the Ken-
tucky side of the Ohio River, assist-
ing at a weekly English class for im-
migrants working at the Turfway Park
horse track. Jan Smith of Erlanger
Baptist is the teacher.

“The connections to the associa-
tion and churches are valuable,” he
said. “(Our mission) wouldn’t be pos-
sible without their help.”

Despite this growth, about a third
of Northern Kentucky’s Baptist
churches average fewer than 100 peo-
ple at Sunday morning worship.

Plans are underway for a smaller-

church outreach program to provide [

such equipment as copy machines and
projectors, Robbins said. The associ-
ation also plans to partially subsidize
salaries for key staff members like
music and youth pastors.

_ The association has a scholarship
program to help more pastors attend
February’s state evangelism confer-
ence in Lexington. And, it is working
to develop practical workshops at its
twice-monthly pastors’ conferences.

“I’m really excited about the po-
tential of helping churches in need,”
Robbins said. “I definitely believe
God is moving here.

“We have many fine clergy and lay
people who are involved in the asso-
ciation,” he added. “We have some
real dreamers who like to think of
possibilities.”

“We have some
real dreamers who
like to think of
possibilities.”

Rick Robbins, director of
missions for the
Northern Kentucky
Baptist Association
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Against special rights

Society hurts by special homosex-
ual rights. Granting special protection
to homosexuals would undermine the
institution of marriage and family.
Special protection for homosexuals
would also take away the constitution-
al rights of others.

Parents would lose the right to pro-
tect their children from exposure to
homosexuality. Private religious and
civic groups would no longer be able
to exclude homosexuals, e.g. the Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children and
Boy Scouts. Landlords, even those in

duplexes and family-centered com-
plexes, could be forced to rent to open
homosexuals. Good
people of conscience
would lose the right to
disagree.

Businesses beware.
When was the last time
any business asked if an
employee perceived or
actually was homosexu-
al, bisexual or a cross
dresser? These questions
should never be asked

BAPTIST

FORUM

and inserted into anybody’s person-
nel file. The issue needs to be left at

the feet of the businesses to determine
their own policy. Business in our good
community will leave
and never return to Lou-
isville’s anti-family at-
mosphere.

the board of aldermen
and voice your con-
cerns. Tell President
Steve Magre that if spe-
cial rights for homosex-
uals are passed you will
move your business.
John Lawlor
Louisville

A healing ministry that makes sense

By Tony Campolo

I have started to anoint people’s
heads with oil, lay hands on them and
pray for their healing. Unlike the heal-
ers I see on television, not much sen-
sational happens.

Nevertheless, I do it. During most
Sunday morning preaching services,
I tell people that if they want me to
pray for them for healing, I will give
it my best. I tell them that I don’t have
any special “gift,” as some would
claim to possess. But then none of us
are really healers. It is God who heals.

And there’s just no telling what the
answer will be if we ask. “I have tried
asking, and I've tried not asking,” I
say, “And I've found that asking
works better.” I tell them that I have
taken to praying for healing because
Jesus told us to, and that I am only
trying to be obedient to his command.

The most important consequences
of this ministry might be the ways
people have been blessed by it all—
in spite of the rarity of physical heal-
ings. One Sunday, I prayed with a man
who had an advanced case of cancer.
The following Wednesday his wife
called me to tell me he had died. When
I told her that apparently my prayers
didn’t do much good, she answered,
“Don’t say that! They did a lot of

New staff Ieaders

I’'m excited about a new plan for
organizing the Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s Executive Board staff
into teams approved at the Novem-
ber Executive Board meeting. I be-
lieve this approach will help our
staff serve Kentucky Bap-

good! Before you prayed with him, he
was angry with God and filled with
fear. But afterwards a peace came over
him. The last three days have been
among the happiest we have ever had
together. And when he left me, he was
holding my hand and he said, ‘I'll be
waiting for you!””

In a church out West, a couple of
dozen people lingered behind after
morning worship to receive the
anointing and the laying-on of hands.
The pastor of the church accompanied
me as I went from person to person.

Surprisingly, only a couple had
physical ailments. The rest were peo-
ple with sicknesses of the soul. There
were women who wept over marriag-
es that were coming apart, a man
whose life was being consumed by
pornography, a teenager who was guilt
ridden over an abortion and several

men and women suffering depression.

I was with them for a couple of
hours, because I refuse to rush these
things. I want to share in people’s
pain. I want to cry with them. And I
want to spend long minutes in silence
with my hands on their heads, hoping
that the Holy Spirit will flow through
me into them.

It seemed like nothing special was
happening to them, yet it was obvi-
ous that it all meant something very

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

supervise the campus ministries and
youth departments. He has led Zion
Baptist Church in Henderson in out-
standing growth for 14 years.

M Keith Inman. Keith, who has
been serving as our campus minister
at Murray State University,

tists in the best way possi-
ble.

The plan calls for six
teams of work as follows:
leadership development,
church growth, missions
growth, evangelism
growth, business services
and executive office. To
lead these teams we’ve

tapped a number of staff Bill Mackey
“members already in place,

but several new staff leaders also are
joining us to lead teams or areas of
work within the teams. They are:

M Dan Garland. Dan begins work
Feb. 1 as leader of the evangelism
growth team. He brings the heart of
a pastor, the passion of an evange-
list and the skills of a church-growth
specialist to this new role. He will
develop evangelism strategies and
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also will launch his new
ministry as director of the
campus ministry depart-
ment on Feb. 1. Keith
brings a legacy of creative

ministry and a passion to
reach students for Christ....

B Tom Smoot. Tom’s
position as associate in the
campus ministry depart-
ment has been moved to
form the new youth department. He
will develop and implement a strat-
egy to reach youth for Christ. He
also will continue to coordinate the
creative arts festival, which draws
about 800 people and the Discovery
youth camps that enroll about 2,300
people each summer. :

M Karl Babb. Karl will fill the po-
sition of director of the family min-

and innovative campus._

special to them. When I finished this
healing ministry to these people, I
could see that the pastor was upset. He
told me, “I’ve been at this church for
20 years. I thought I knew these peo-
ple. But as I listened to them talking
to you this morning, I realized I really
don’t know them at all.”

So often people come to church
and go away without having had the
chance to unburden themselves in a
passionately personal way. They hun-
ger to be heard; to be touched; to be
healed—especially if the healing they
seek is the healing of their souls.

I don’t know why I didn’t start
ministering in this way before. I won-
der why every pastor isn’t into it. Per-
haps we are afraid of looking bad if
nothing physical happens. Maybe our
modern scientific approach to things
keeping us from believing that heal-
ing really does happen.

I don’t know the reasons, but from
now on I am going to ask people if
they want prayers, and if they do, I
will give it a try and leave the results
to God. There’s just no telling when
God will surprise me with the kind of
physical healing that the Catholic
saints and so many Pentecostal
preachers experience normally, and
refer to as miracles.

Tony Campolo is a popular Christian
speaker and professor at Eastern College
in St. Davids, Penn.

istries department. He is a former
Southern Baptist foreign missionary
and leader in family ministries on
the South Carolina Baptist Conven-
tion staff. Karl has served as a pas-
tor and church staff member in Ken-
tucky.

| Ilu:hard Adams. A Whitesburg
native, Richard will begin Feb. 1 as
the director of the new leadership
development department. He was a

-successful new work pastor, served

on the convention leadership team
in South Carolina and most recently
served as pastor of a traditional
church. He will develop strategies

. for leadership development, address

trends, provide resources and con-

" duct conferences like “Shepherding

the Shepherd.”

Pray for these new staff leaders and
their families during this time of tran-
sition and adjustment. If your church
or association has a need in any of the
above areas, please call on our new
staff people to assist you or just invite
them to get acquainted. As with all of
the convention staff, we are ready to
serve you and the churches.

Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea-

surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention

All businesses call-

New Century
Giving can help
churches with
stewardship

By Doug Strader

The be-
ginning of the
year 2000 is
now less than
a year away.

FINANCIAL | SRS

does the
Fn““M church and
the cause of
Christ fit into
all the hype about the new millen-
nium? This could be the best op-
portunity Christians have had in
our lifetime to experience a reviv-
al. It is apparent that this subject
offers us the perfect opportunity
to witness to our lost friends about
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We have some new materials
in our stewardship department
that could help your church expe-
rience revival. It is called New
Century Giving. It is a three-Sun-
day stewardship emphasis which
challenges church members:

I To examine their commit-
ment to Christ.

B To expect more of them-
selves in service and in giving to
Christ.

I To anticipate with joy the
return of Christ. '

The challenge of New Centu-
ry Giving is to confront the trend
toward consumerism and to defeat
it. Materialism has weakened the
Christian’s commitment and loy-
alty to Christ and the local church.
Unless we take precautions,
church members will think and
respond to management as con-
sumers not as stewards.

New Century lemg is an ap-
proach to:

B Define Christian content-

" ment.

U Identify hindrances to New
Century Giving.

I Challenge church members
to give sacrificially.

I Provide opportunity for
church members to experience
New Century Giving and to be-
come New Century Givers.

New Century Giving can be
used anytime. It can be used to
provide a mid-year giving empha-
sis. Or it can be used as part of
your yearly budget promotion.

New Century Giving comes
with sermon suggestions, Sunday
school lessons for all age groups,
worship handouts, dramas and
offering envelopes. If you will
commit to use the materials in you
church, we will supply everything
you need free of charge.

Later this spring we will mail -
each church information about
this material, but all you need to
do now is call me at (888) 254-
5708 and request the materials
‘you need.

Doug Strader is director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s steward-
“ship department
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Parent asks: Where’s the line
between kids’ respect & fear?

Q: “Love me, don’t fear me,” has been our parenting motto
for years. My teenagers are doing well in school and
generally in every area, but my sister-in-law says they
don’t show enough respect. We were all together during

the holidays and my kids were a lot freer than their cousins |

when it came to asking for things and in discussing and
challenging our decisions. My niece
and nephew just sat quietly and
accepted whatever they were told.
Later they complained to my children
that their parents got angry if they
disagreed with any decision. Where is
the line between respect and fear?

Respect is a line between disrespect
for and fear of another person. In

_disrespect, teens interrupt parents’
conversations, yell, sling insults, challenge all limits, make
threats and verbally attack. On the other hand, teenagers who
live in fear of their parents close off conversation, mumble,
withdraw, accept all limits (when they might get caught),
pacify, appease and remain emotionally (often physically)
distant. Read Ephesians 6:1-4.

Somewhere between these two extremes runs a broad
river of respectful behavior. Respect is shown when
adolescents listen and then share their point of view. They
might mildly question a decis ision if they think they have been
treated unfairly.

Ultimately, respectful juveniles accept parents’ limits and
guidelines, but they are not afraid to speak up and to discuss
possible middle ground. The older the minor, the more a
parent might expect him or her to make the most of choices,
but with consultation and advice. The real test of respect is a
feeling of closeness, warmth and affection between parents
and their adolescents. If your approach is working, don’t be
swayed by someone else who might have a different
approach.—Wade Rowatt

Q: What would a church look like that effectively ministers
to divorced people?

First, the church should deal with the “immediate damage
at each level of need, similar to:

B An emergency room. A divorce recovery workshop for
those going through or recently having gone through a
divorce can be literally life saving.

M Post-operation recovery. Providing an answer to
“What now?” by offering opportunities for regular meetings
with close friends gained in the workshop.

M Regular check-up visits. Studies say it takes at least
two years to work through the grief of a divorce. Churches
can provide a safe place for that to occur. ; :

. Secondly, the church would deal with.“collateral damage”
according to specific needs. In every tragedy, there are not
only the hurts of those immediately involved but also of the
many who feel its effects. Like a ripple in a pond, actions have
long-term consequences. Some ministry suggestions:

B Provide preschool care for workshops, support groups
and events.

B Provide workshops and support groups for all ages of
children affected by divorce. -

B Network the gifts of the church to meet various single-
parent family needs.

M Educate the entire church on divorce prevention and
divorce issues.

M Be sensitive. In preaching and worship, celebrate the
family of God rather than exalting intact families. In
programming, do not assume a coupled world. Receive each
divorced person the same way Jesus received the woman
who had been divorced five times.—James Stillwell
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as-
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine.

Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969,
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec @ntr.net.
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WMU: ‘We are laborers together with God’

By June B. Rice

As a child, I knew what a missionary was. He was a
white man being boiled in a big black pot by natives
with bonés‘through their noses.

My first encounter with Woman’s Missionary Union
came when I became a member of the Young Wild Apes
(our name for the Young Woman’s Auxiliary) when I
was a student at Western Kentucky State College.

After I married, I joined Paintsville Woman’s Mis-
sionary Society to make Christian friends in
my new community. I often was asked to
“teach the book” about home or foreign mis-
sions before the corresponding weeks of
prayer. By teaching, I learned more than any-
one else did. For many years I led a high school YWA
group, which morphed into Acteens.

Again, I learned more than the girls. I attended asso-
ciational WMU meetings and statewide annual meetings
where I heard real live missionaries talk. After a number
of years as associational WMU director, I was asked to
serve on the Kentucky WMU Executive Board, where I
learned even more. As a Volunteer in Missions in Brazil
and St. Lucia, I could observe missions firsthand.

Through WMU I have learned about needs all over
the world. I now know that Jesus’ command to “Go into
all the world” commissioned me.

Though I might be planted in one place, I can send

- money and prayers to assist the work of Christ in coop-

eration with Southern Baptists everywhere.

Last week I read “A Century to Celebrate: History of
Woman’s Missionary Union,” by Catherine Allen and
learned more about the history of WMU. I was proud

that Kentucky had a WMU in 1878—10 years before’

the ladies organized convention-wide. I was chagrined
to find that the editor of the Western Recorder—a pub-
lication dear to my heart—was bitterly opposed to the
women organizing, and the editor of the Baptist Stan-
dard—the Texas paper that has purloined our last two
editors—was equally fervent in his approval.

I'had imagined that Miss Annie Armstrong, the force-
ful organizer who almost single-handedly got the infant
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organization on its feet, was a militant feminist. Not so.
Convinced that women speaking before men was against
the Bible, she would not permit men visitors to WMU
meetings. Lottie Moon, the legendary missionary to Chi-
na, was not allowed to give her report orally to the For-
eign Mission Board; it would be improper for a single
lady to be interviewed by all those men.

I refreshed my memory of WMU tasks:

B Teach missions.

B Engage in mission action and personal witnessing.

B Support missions by prayer and giving.

B Provide and interpret information about
the work of the church and the denomina-
tion.

According to A]len s book, WMU elther
has started or contributed to the development of:

B Student ministries on college campuses.

B Vacation Bible school.

B Theological education for women.

B Promotion of tithing. :

B Emphasis on systematic and regular giving.

B Age-graded missions education in churches.

M Direct missions in one’s own community.

B The financial system that now provides the major
plans of funding for home and foreign missions.

M Organization and ensuring the survival of the Co-
operative Program.

All the while growing friendships and mentoring each
other—and raising more than $1 billion dollars for mis-
sions.

I’'m pleased to report that the Kentucky WMU staff
and the Western Recorder staff—a hundred years after
the misguided editor reviled the organization—now am-
icably share a building, a conference room, a lounge and
arefrigerator.

Woman’s Missionary Union, auxiliary to the South-
ern Baptist Convention, continues the self-appointed task
of supporting missions.

Since 1888 they have adhered to their permanent
watchword: “We are laborers together with God.”

June Rice, a retired school librarian, is a member of the
Western Recorder’s board of directors.

‘What do you want with us?*

it would.” When the demons begged
Jesus to let them go into the pigs, He

By Max Hester

“What do you want with us, Son of
God?” they shouted (Matthew 8:29).

This question comes from an un-
likely source. When .
Jesus arrived in the re-
gion of the Gadarenes,
two demon-possessed
men coming from the
tombs met him. They
shouted the question at
him. The demons recog-
nized Jesus as the Son of
God, and they knew he
had the authority. to
command their actions.
Sadly, many people today do not
recognize Jesus nor do they accept his
authority in their lives. If we ask the

. question, “What do you want with us,

Son of God?” I believe the answer is
threefold:

0 Believe who Jesus is—the Son of
God. The demons recognized Jesus.
They had seen him in heaven. Unlike
the demons, we have not seen Jesus.
We believe in him by faith. In Mat-
thew 8, Jesus spoke of a centurion
whose servant was sick. He said, “I
have not found anyone in Israel with
such great faith.” Later, the disciples,

IIESTIIINS
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thinking they were perishing in a

storm, woke Jesus by saying, “Lord,:

122

save us!” Jesus said, “You of little
faith, why are you so afraid?”
In each instance, Jesus performed

a nuracle Whether our faith is great

or small, we:too experi-
ence a miracle when we
believe in Jesus as the
Son of God and call
upon him to save us.

0 Accept Jesus’ au-

recognized Jesus’ au-
thority. He knew that
Jesus could merely “say
the word” and his ser-
vant would be healed.
The demons recognized Jesus’ author-
ity too. They knew “‘all authority in

heaven and on earth” belonged to him'

(Matthew 28:18). The demons knew
they were subject to Jesus’ com-
mands. God, however, has given us a
free will. Each of us, must choose for
ourselves whether we will accept
Jesus’ authority in our lives.

0 Obey Jesus’ command, “Go.”
The word “go” is used repeatedly in
Matthew 8. Jesus told the leper whom
he healed to “go show yourself to the
priest.” He told the centurion, “Go! It
will be done just as you have believed

thority. The centurion:

said, “Go!” Throughout the Bible,
Jesus commands us to “go.”

“Go now and leave your life of sin”
(John 8:11).

“Go out to the roads ... and make
them come in ...” (Luke 14:23).

“Go and make disciples of all ...”
(Matthew 28:19).

Hitchhiking Interstate 75, Preston
was en route from Oregon to Florida
when we met. My drive home offered
17 miles for his journey. When I asked
him if he knew who Jesus is, he said
“the man upstairs” was watching over .
him because his trek had taken only
six days.

He explained, however, that his
parents were Satan worshippers and
that he did not know a lot about reli-
gious matters. I told him who Jesus
is. I gave him a New Testament. With
his permission, I prayed for him. He
thanked me, gathered his things and
disappeared into the night.

Daily, I pray for Preston to believe
in Jesus and accept his authority, be-
cause I believe that is
what the Son of God
wants with us.

Max Hester is pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church
in Irvine.
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By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

OWENSBORO (BP)—Jeff Rag-
er had been a Christian for only a
year and a half last summer when
he was faced with what some might
consider a difficult choice.

His company needed him badly
the week of his scheduled vacation
and was willing to pay him well to
| stay. But he previously had commit-

“The best guys
we’ve got are the
busiest. ... The
difference is the

commitment.”

Mike Melloan,
Brotherhood director for
Yellow Creek Baptist
Church in Owensboro

a Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil-
dren campus.

Rager, who said he is a former
victim of child abuse, knew his im-
pact on the lives of those youth
could prove far more valuable.

“They offered him $3,000 to stay
and work that week rather than go,
and he wouldn’t take it,” said Mike
Melloan, Brotherhood director for
Yellow Creek Baptist Church in
Owensboro. “He worked with those
kids like you wouldn’t believe, and
he stood up and gave his testimony
one night, and he really ministered
to those boys.”

The dedication to ministry exhib-
| ited by Rager and the other men ac-
tively involved at Yellow Creek is one
of the primary focuses of Baptist
Men’s Day, observed in many South-
ern Baptist churches in recent weeks.

Melloan said that until 1990 Yel-
low Creek offered plenty of opportu-
nities for men to fellowship over
meals or catfish dinners, but not a lot
of other activities. Then, he said, the

They soon settled into a dual ap-
proach.

and local servant projects, the men
take on at least one major building
project each year. But they also con-
duct between two and four lay reviv-

Get your gear
for VBS 99!

Start planning for VBS ‘99
and the climb to Mt.
Extreme! Get your VBS
Summit Sampler planning
kit today. In stores now.

LiteWay

CHRISTIAN STORES

BAPTIST (/300K STORES

2120 S. Hurstbourne Pkwy.
Louisville, KY 40220
(502) 491-4589

Corner of Taylorsville Rd.

and S. Hurstbourne Pkwy.

Next to Pier One Imports
and Discovery Zone. -

Open 10am to 9pm
Monday - Saturday

Owenshoro Baptist men link
missions with testimonies

ted to helping build a residence for

men decided they needed to do more.

In addition to day-to-day ministries

als yearly, including one in conjunc-
tion with their building project. :

Today, in a church with about 300-
350 in worship, about 50-60 men are" ™
involved in missions and typically 25
men will participate in the missions™
trips. They still have three or four gen-
eral meetings a year, but their purpose
is more to provide information about
future projects than for fellowship.

The men of Yellow Creek make it
a point to ask individuals from the
organization they are helping to work
alongside them, Melloan said. Rela-
tionships are built with lasting impact.

“What we have found is when you
are doing a building project and you
let these guys work next to you for a
day or two, then you have good suc- -
cess with a lay revival because then
they know you’re real,” he said.

The testimonies of the laymen re-
ceive some of the strongest response.
The volunteers relate their own strug-
gles, and their commitment stands as
a testimony to the difference Christ
has made in their lives, Melloan said.

At the children’s home, the inter-
action of residents with strong Chris-
tian role models was especially impor-
tant. “What impresses me more than
anything is that the staff of the chil-
dren’s home talked more about the
impact we had on the kids’ lives than
they did about our building the cab-
ins,” Melloan said.

And despite the most common ex-
cuses, he said he’s not found available
time to be one of the main determi-
nants of who becomes active.

“The best guys we’ve got are the
busiest,” he said. “They’ve got less
time to devote to these than the young
guys working 40 hours a week. The

.

You are cordially invited to hear
Dr. Dorothy Kelley Patterson,
wife of Southern Baptist Convention President
Paige Patterson as she delivers the keynote address
to the Women'’s Leadership Consultation
on Thursday, February 25, 1999
at The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.

The program will begin at 7 p.m. in Alumni chapel.
A mini-concert will be presented by Mrs. Marilyn Mims,
Vocal Resident Artist at Southern Seminary and a world-

~ renowned vocalist.

Dr. Patterson will speak at the conclusion of the mini-
concert. There is no admission charge for this event. It
should conclude by 8:30 p.m. A

Women who are interested in training
and networking in the area of Women’s
Ministries are invited to register for the
Women'’s Leadership Consultation.

_ ltis scheduled for February 25-27, 1999
X and will include plenary sessions and
Surt M\oe workshops. For more information on

the conference, please leave a voice mail
message at (502) 897-4816 and request a brochure.
Registration fees increase after February 1.
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difference is the commitment.”
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March 6

Owensboro, KY

Bellevue Baptist Church

1099 Fesr

March 13

Immanuel Baptist Church
~ Lexington, KY

0 Educational Forums
0 Interactive Lunch with
Panel Discussion

the Local Church”

Family Fest includes

0 General Session promoting .
“Health and Wholeness in

Family Fest offers
¢ Continuing Education
¢ Celebration of Family Life

Opportunity to Share Your
Expertise With Co-Laborers

¢ Intensive Reflection on Critical

For more information on Family Fest...
Contact the Family Ministry Department at
1-888-254-5704
Or valerie_vincent@kybaptist.org

Family Needs

Early registration is $12 and $15 after February 8!

This event is co-sponsored by the Family Ministry Department of the Kentucky Baptist Comvention and
Cormerstone Counseling of the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children
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If prayer in Gongress abounds, then where are the results?

By Ryan Rockwood
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
fierce battle over the impeachment
of President Clinton has driven more
than government drones to work late
into the night.

Operating with a lower profile
and far different objectives, various
official and unofficial spiritual ad-
visers to Congress are stepping up
their efforts on Capitol Hill.

The commodity this troupe trades
is delivered to politicians in Bible
and Torah classes, in lectures and
prayer groups and through spiritual
retreats.

But what happens when constit-
uents across the country report a
nagging suspicion that a bitterly di-
vided Congress has failed? Have the
spiritual gurus who aim to instill in-
tegrity and “neighborly love” in a
highly charged partisan setting
missed their mark?

“It is certainly premature to say
that these efforts have failed,” said
Doug Tanner, a 14-year veteran of
ministry on Capitol Hill. “But, at the
same time, don’t assume that reli-
gious organizations alone can
change the nature of a given polm-
cal era.”

On the other hand, Tanner ac-
knowledged that during the politi-
cized House debate on impeach-
ment, the partisan often seemed to
turn personal. “It certainly means
that we didn’t do (our work) as well
as it could be done.”

Tanner is executive director of
the Faith and Politics Institute,
which he founded in 1991 and
which seeks to help lawmakers and
their staffs keep in touch with their
deeper values.

Through activities ranging from
weekly reflection groups to hosting
speakers and sponsoring occasional
retreats, organizations like Tanner’s
grant some of the country’s most
powerful leaders a brief repose from
the breakneck pace of life “on the
Hill.” i

SO0 HELP ME GOD Rep. Henry Hyde, chairman of the House Judiciary Committee (right),
and Rep. Bill McCollum (R-Fla.) are among those presenting the case against President
Clinton. Spiritual advisers, such as Doug Tanner of the Faith and Politics Institute, said
the partisan and personal impeachment debate in the house “certainly means we didn’t

do (our work) as well as it could be done.” (RNS/Reuters photo)

Religious convictions have
spurred politicians on both sides of
the impeachment debate, demon-

‘strating that faith can divide as well

as heal.

“If we had all been doing our
work, you could have seen that kind
of disagreement and passion and not
the dehumanizing of each other,”
Tanner said.

Sam McCullough, acting director
of the Christian Embassy, said that
even the most successful ministry
will not make disagreements disap-
pear. :

“We are not responsible for the
country. And remember, the Con-
gress changes very often. There
have been lots of individuals who
have either come to Christ or grown
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in their faith.”

The Arlington, Va., based Em-
bassy offers Christian guidance to
lawmakers, their families and their
staffs.

According to McCullough, as the
nation’s leaders find Christ, the way
they make laws is going to reflect
this inner process.

In spite of the current crisis, the
work of God moves forward, ac-
cording to several religious activists
who work on Capitol Hill.

“There are a lot of positive things
that have happened,” McCullough
said, “even though we might not be
happy with what is going on around
us right now. But, who can control
that?”

But in a town of legislative mus-
cle and sly maneuvering, is a Bible
study or a prayer group anything but
irrelevant the moment the first po-
litical hard-ball gets tossed?

Senate Chaplain Lloyd John
Ogilvie says he doesn’t believe so.

“The Senators are able to work

more creatively together in finding
a solution because of the fact that
they have been together in Bible
study and prayer. Many of them
know each other as men and wom-
en of faith,” he said.

“Of course, that will be tested in
the upcoming procedure,” he added,
referring to the Senate impeachment
trial before it began.

Ogilvie and House Chaplaln
James Ford oversee the opening of
each legislative session with prayer
and perform other duties such as
leading prayer groups, providing
counseling and officiating at wed-
ding ceremonies.

Ogilvie said he would arrange a
special time of prayer with the Sen-
ators during the impeachment trial.

Bible studies, prayer groups and
retreats can offer a “perspective that

‘keeps major things major and minor

things minor,” said James Dunn, ex-
ecutive director for the Baptist Joint
Committee, a Washington-based
lobbying organization for a number
of Baptist denominations and agen-
cies.

But Dunn is not overly confident
the Senate is up to the job ahead.

“I' have detected very little humil-
ity on both sides lately,” said Dunn,
who said that trait is paramount in
leadership. In the past, “there was a
qualitative difference between the
commitment to speak about the is-
sues and not the person.”

But Frank Wright, director of the
Center for Christian Statesmanship,
called that individual failures, not
institutional ones. “I would tend to
say that what we saw in the Judicia-
ry Committee was individual failure.
We would like to hope that individ-
uals can rise above that, but maybe
in this situation that is expecting too
much.”

Wright said humans have a fall-
en nature, but that does not mean
ministry on Capitol Hill has failed.
He said that especially during times
of difficulty it is important to be
aware of larger forces working in
people’s lives, and that is where re-
ligion comes into play.

“The Scripture says that there are
forces of darkness,” he said. “I am
sure that those forces are pleased
when there is spiritual enmity be-
tween folks on both sides of the
aisle.”

January

The Graves County Baptist Association
would like to invite you to a
Retirement Reception
honoring
Charles and Roma Simmons
to be held
L1990
2:00 until 400 pm.
High Doint Baptist Church
220 West Farthing Strect
~ Mugytield, Kentucky

“The Senators are
able to work more
creatively together
in finding a
solution hecause
of the fact that
they have heen
together in Bible

study and prayer.”
Senate Chaplain Lioyd
Ogilvie
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‘Jesus’ film trivia spans black

" market, cow dung & Internet

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—From 1994-97, teams using
“Jesus,” New Testament distribution and other outreach

- methods shared Jesus with an estimated 156 million people

in-part of the Muslim world.

That's just one of countless facts and incidents
underscoring the “Jesus” film’s impact in relaying the gospel
story worldwide. Others include: '

I Up to 500,000 people saw “Jesus” in one day at a
mammoth open-air showing in Manila, the Philippines, in
January 1998. They watched the film on 18 separate screens
and listened to it through big speakers or on a local radio
station that received the audio track from a production truck
and beamed it to the field where the throng gathered.

M |f you can't obtain “Jesus” legally, chances are you can
get a copy on the black market. Bootleg
videos far outnumber authorized copies in
some countries. Video pirates looking to
make a buck unwittingly serve as some of
the best “evangelists,” according to project
director Paul Eshleman. '

M An Indonesian pastor started showing
“Jesus” a decade ago and has records to
show that at least 42,900 people have seen
the film through his efforts. More than 2,000
new believers have been baptized and 61 churches planted.

B “Trimo,” a Muslim man in Indonesia, was so outraged
about a “Jesus” film showing that he came with five recruits
and threw cow dung at the screen. Later, however, Trimo and
his wife reported dreaming of a cross full of light. They
searched out the film’s sponsors, asked forgiveness for what
Trimo had done, and became Christians. They began the first
house church in their village and now use the film in
outreach. :

B “Jesus” can be downloaded from the Internet and
viewed with RealVideo software—perhaps the first feature-
length film available that way. Languages available include
English, Hindi, Arabic, Mandarin, Indonesian, Russian and
Spanish. The address: www.jesusfilm.org/realvideo.

M In India, film teams encountered a Hindu group
“vehemently against all things Christian.” After learning the
“Jesus” film was in their own local language, however, they
arranged for a film showing for 750 people.

B Some strangely dressed people appeared one day at a
Christian meeting in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia’s capital. They
were from the Gobi Altai, a region barely touched by the

gospel. After seeing the “Jesus” film, they had been meeting

in a village leader’s house to read the Bible. When, they
asked, could someone come and start a church?
M A film team arrived on a small island in Borneo to show

- “Jesus.” The entire population turned out for the screening;

thousands more came on boats from neighboring islands.
The audience count surpassed 10,000. .

M In Ethiopia, two heavily armed rival clans came to a
“Jesus” showing and warily sat on opposite sides of the
screen, which could be viewed from either side. By the film’s
end, many had put down their weapons, crossed over and
embraced their enemies. A new church includes members of
both clans.

B A Southern Baptist volunteer in India shared the gospel
with 20 people crowded into a hut with an antenna sticking
out the top. One of the listeners interrupted the volunteer to
report that the family had watched “Jesus” on television only
two hours before he arrived. “What does all this mean?” the
listener asked. The volunteer explained—then led all 20 family
members to faith in Christ. '

M Local police tried to shut down a “Jesus” showing at a
theater in Central Asia. The audience, said a film coordinator,
“started yelling at them, booed 'em down and finally drove
them out of the theater. The team went on and showed the
film with no repercussions. It showed us the hunger of the
people—even in this very Muslim area.” .
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" “JESUS” FILM

. In the crucifixion scene, Jesus appro

aches death. With the right introduction, viewers who previously
have never heard the gospel can understand quickly that Jesus is the Son of God, not just a “a compassionate
man ... cruelly put to death,” says J.0. Terry, a media consultant with the Southern Baptist International Mission
Board. (Jesus Film Project photo) ;

Fredonia church’s gift makes bhig impact

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

FREDONIA—What impact can a
small church make on the world with
$2,000?

A big-time impact, when it comes
to strategic funding of the “Jesus” film.
Just ask the folks at Fredonia Baptist
Church.

They contacted the Southern Bap-
tist International Mission Board in
1997 seeking effective ways to spend
part of a bequest left to the church for
missions. ,

How, they asked, might they furid
distribution of the “Jesus” film in gos-
pel-starved places?

IMB media consultant Mark
Snowden responded by telling them
$2,000 would buy 100 video copies of
the film for distribution to high-priori-
ty unreached people groups.

Shortly afterward, Snowden was
manning the IMB booth at the annual
Kentucky Baptist Convention meeting.

A man walked up and said, “T’ve got a
check for you.” It was Jerrell White,
pastor of Fredonia Baptist, delivering
the $2,000.

“He said, ‘Can we just kneel here
and pray?’” Snowden recalled. “And
we kneeled and prayed. The whole
transaction took 30 seconds—and im-
pacted people forever. It was a very
humble moment, and it was powerful.”

When Snowden informed mission-
aries the tapes were available, “it was
like Christmas,” he said. “I sent out a
note saying ‘We’ve got funds for 100
“Jesus” film videocassettes. Who
wants ’em?’ Boom! I got back this in-
credible request list we’re still pulling
from.”

Fredonia’s $2,000 purchased 100
“Jesus” videos in 29 high-priority lan-
guages. And the gift had a multiplying
effect. The total request list sent from
overseas fields asked for more than
700 videos in 42 languages.

When the IMB development office
later presented the additional needs to

‘Jesus’ film is a major tool for

Continued from page 1

Film team members in India were
beaten by militants and ordered to
worship a monkey god. When team
members said they would only wor-
ship Jesus, they were beaten even
more, then warned never to return.
Battered and bleeding, they stumbled
away, praying for their attackers.

What is the power of this film?
Missionaries and film team members
say part of it lies in a simple fact:
When people see “Jesus,” they see
Jesus—and understand his words—
often for the first time.

In Mozambique, IMB missionar-
ies spearheaded a Makhuwa-language

_version of “Jesus,” and saw thousands

become Christians and many church-
es planted among Mozambique’s 5
million Makhuwa, considered the
largest unreached animistic people

group in Africa.

“Jesus speaks our language!” an
elderly Makhuwa woman said after
seeing the first showing of “Jesus” in

. her language.

“We start the showing without any
promotion or advertisement,” said a
film worker in a Muslim North Afri-
can city. “And people will start com-
ing from everywhere. By the time we
finish, there are several thousand peo-
ple on both sides of the screen, so we
start the film all over.”

The sheer emotional impact of wit-
nessing Jesus’ life and death—partic-
ularly his crucifixion—also explains
part of the film’s appeal, workers said.

Missionaries report that in many
places audiences weep, tear their
clothes and toss dirt in the air to ex-

press grief, throw sticks at the Roman -

soldiers beating Jesus on the screen or

other potential donors, more than
$48,000 was given—enough to meet
all the requests on the list.

The missionaries who received the
videos, Snowden renorted, keep say-
ing, “Please, please tell those folks (at
Fredonia) ‘Thanks.’”

Fredonia member Marjorie Yan-
dell, who helped coordinate the gift,
said she’s already received her thanks
in many ways: “The joy I know there
will be when the videos arrive at their
destination; the fun I had looking up
languages I still can’t pronounce;
Brother Jerrell’s face when he saw the
request list; the experience of explain-
ing to people at church the location of
the countries. And the list goes on.”

Fredonia’s gift might seem like a
“drop in the bucket” at first glance,
Snowden said. “But look at the im-
pact.”

“ This story originally appeared in The Com-

mission magazine. It is reprinted with per-
mission of the SBC International Mission
Board.

world missions

sit in silent awe.

Film workers suggest the true
source of the film’s power, however,
is this: It conveys the Bible’s message,
specifically the Gospel of Luke, with
virtually word-for-word faithfulness.

Workers began taking it to the ends
of the earth as a visual, oral gospel pre-
sentation.

“Our aim is that every person will
have had a chance to see the ‘Jesus’
film by the end of the millennium,”
said Paul Eshleman, director of the
Jesus Film Project. That means mul-
tiplying by more than four the num-
ber of viewers who have seen the film
since 1979, and doing it in about two
years, if you define Dec. 31, 2000, as
the millennium’s last day.

Impossible? Not if the dedicated
Christians now showing the film have
anything to do with it.
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H Religious-based rent refusal 0K’d.
Landlords who cite religious grounds can
refuse to rent to unmarried couples, a
federal appeals court in San Francisco

14, upheld a lower federal court ruling in
favor of two Anchorage, Alaska, landlords
who said their Christian faith forbade them

In the lower court ruling, Circuit Judge
Diarmuid O’Scannlaina said an Alaska law
barring housing discrimination based on
marital status interfered with property
owners’ free exercise of religion as well as
their property rights and freedom of
speech. :

H Anti-abortion laws increasing. A
prominent pro-abortion organization
reported that anti-abortion laws are being
enacted at a rapid rate. Such laws have
more than quadrupled in the past three
years, according to a report by the
Washington-based National Abortion and
Reproductive Rights Action League. The
report also found that 22 laws supporting

ruled. The 2-1 decision, handed down Jan.

to rent to unmarried people living together.

NATIONAL NOTES

abortion were enacted in 1998. It also
stated that 16 states have a governor and
majorities of both the Senate and House
who oppose abortion.

M Orlandus Wilson, 81, dies. Orlandus
Wilson, one of the founding members of
the Golden Gate Quartet gospel group,
died Dec. 30 in Paris. Wilson, 81, died at
the American Hospital. The cause of death
was not disclosed. He and three other high
school singers formed the Golden Gate
Jubilee Quartet in 1934 in Norfolk, Va. The
group, later named the Golden Gate
Quartet, became one of the most influential
gospel groups. In 1941, the quartet was
the first group of-black singers to perform
at Constitution Hall in Washington.

M Bauer closer to a presidential bid.
Michael Reagan has been named to
replace conservative religious activist Gary
Bauer as head of the Campaign for
Working Families in advance of Bauer’s
expected run for the Republican
presidential nomination in 2000. Bauer, a

Georgetown College graduate who served
in the White House under Reagan’s father,
President Ronald Reagan, has yet to make
his bid official. But he is expected to do so
in February.

M Church trial likely in same-sex wedding.

United Methodist Church Bishop Melvin
Talbert, whose jurisdiction includes
Sacramento, site of a same-sex union
ceremony recently, said he felt compelled
to uphold church law barring Methodist
clergy from performing such rituals.
Talbert, who was jailed during the civil
rights movement of the 1960s, said he
sympathized with those defying the church
rule barring same-sex unions. But, he said,
as bishop he must uphold denominational
laws and possibly hold a trial of more than
90 clergy who participated in the
ceremony. :

M Ballot restrictions overturned. The U.S.
Supreme Court has handed a victory to the
ballot-initiative movement, which often
features ethical issues in statewide

elections. The high court overturned
restrictions adopted by the state of
Colorado requiring people who circulate
petitions to wear identification badges, be
registered voters and file reports disclosing
the names of paid circulators and their
salaries. In recent years, ballot initiatives
have become widely used in some states in
attempting to adopt measures apart from
legislatures.

B Methodist deacons are clergy for taxes.
The Internal Revenue Service has said three
United Methodist deacons are clergy for
federal income tax purposes. The IRS was
answering a question posed by the three
ordained deacons who serve in a Texas
church. In the United Methodist Church,
both deacons and elders are ordained
positions with elders performing
sacramental functions similar to those of
ordained pastors or priests in other
denominations. Deacons, such as those at
the Texas church, are full-time church
employees and may conduct worship and
assist with sacraments.

LEXINGTON

Conference Leaders:

Monday, Feb. 15,1999 - 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Immanuel Baptist Church, 3100 Tates Creek Road

Keeping Your Church Out of Court

Tuesday, Feb. 16,1999 - 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
First Baptist Church, 246 North Main Street

Issues to Be Discussed

me

Registration
This conference is sponsored by the Annuity Department of Kentucky Baptist Convention in cooperation with the Annuity

Board, SBC and Guidant Insurance Group. There is no cost to attend. Register to attend by contacting Donald Spencer,
Director, Annuity Department, Kentucky Baptist Convention, PO Box 43433, Middietown, KY 40253 or call 1-888-254-5703.

MADISONVILLE

Six Steps for Managing Risks - Avoiding situations that could result in a legal claim against the church.
-Premised Liability - Property safety/hazard situations; attractive nuisances; slip and fall hazards; loaned facilities
Hazardous Activities - Safety of children & youth; custody issues; parental consent forms, release of minors, etc.
Child Sexual Abuse - Theories of negligence; screening; responding to allegations; reporting requirements
Counseling - Negligent counseling; standards of competence; counseling risks for ministers and church

Use of Personal Vehicles for Church Business - Church liability when personal vehicles are used in-its behalf
Injury on the Job - Church obligations when staff members are injured while carrying on their normal duties

Bill Wright, Jerry Hale and Karl Williams

Bill, Jerry and Karl all have extensive experience in Loss Control Consultations with Guidant Insurance Group. The Property and
Casualty Insurance Program through the Annuity Board, SBC has been underwritten exclusively by the Guidant Insurance Group,
through a contractual relationship between Guidant and the Annuity Board.
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Production
company sues
Promise Keepers

DENVER (RNS)—
Promise Keepers, the
evangelical Christian
men’s ministry, has
been sued by a
Greenwood, Ind.,
production company
that claims the ministry
stole its techniques for
staging stadium revivals.

- The suit, filed in federal
court in Denver, seeks
$2 million in damages

for Encore Productions
Inc., Associated Press
reported.

The suit accuses the
evangelical Christian
group of practices that
were “unfair, deceptive,
unmoral, unethical,
unscrupulous,

oppressive, and have |

caused substantial injury
to Encore.”

The lawsuit, filed Jan. 6,
also accuses Promise
Keepers of secretly
videotaping Encore’s
activities during 1998
conferences, AP
reported.

Promise Keepers
officials said they were
“surprised and
disappointed” by the
lawsuit, according to a
statement.

“It was Promise
Keepers’ expectation that
any potential dispute
would be submitted to a
Christian conciliation
process, as called for in
the contract with Encore
- Productions,” the
statement reads.

The ministry stated it
had a contractual
relationship with Encore
that began in 1994 and
concluded in 1998.

“Prorhise Keepers differs

with the version of facts

presented in the suit,
and fully disputes the
allegations in the filing,”
the statement added.

“Promise Keepers
continues to hope this
matter can be resolved

based upon biblical
principles of congiliation,
as stated by the Apostle
Paul in his First Letter to
the Corinthians, Chapter
6:1-11 and other
pertinent Scripture.”

10

Institute to fund research
with human embryo cells

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
National Institutes of Health will
fund research on embryonic stem
cells, a controversial decision be-
cause the cells are derived from hu-
man embryos that are intentionally
destroyed.

The decision was announced Jan.
19 by NIH Director Harold Varmus
at a National Bioethics Advisory
Commission meeting in Washington.

Scientists say the research could
someday help people with heart dis-
ease, diabetes, Alzheimer’s disease,
Parkinson’s disease and other ail-
ments. But anti-abortion activists and
others say embryo cells should be
treated with a special moral status.

“We have made a determination of
law that it is appropriate for NIH to
support this research, and we intend
to do so,” Varmus told the commis-
sion.

Such research likely will begin af-
ter guidelines for federal research on
the cells are drafted.

Varmus told the commission that
the Department of Health and Human
Services has decided that research on
embryo-like cells is not the same as
research on human embryos. Based
on that interpretation, Varmus said the
research is not covered by a four-year-
old congressional ban on federal fund-

ing of research on human embryos.

Patients advocates and scientists
have urged Congress to agree with
HHS’s interpretation of the ban. .-

“Itis vitally important that the view
expressed by Dr. Varmus should pre-
vail in federal policy,” said Daniel
Perry, executive director of the Alli-
ance for Aging Research.

Researchers still would be banned
from destroying human embryos to
get the stem cells, but critics say the
research could lend credibility to—
and create a market for—the mass
destruction of human embryos.

“The Clinton administration now
seeks to do indirectly what Congress
has forbidden it to do directly: provide
federal support for research in which
human embryos are created- and de-
stroyed,” said Richard Doerflinger of
the Washington-based National Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops.

Human embryonic stem cells were
first isolated in 1998 by privately
funded researchers from surplus hu-
man embryos that were going to be
discarded by a fertility clinic.

Current rules regarding federal re-
search on human fetal cells require
that a woman’s decision to have an
abortion must be made independent of
and before scientists solicit her to do-
nate fetal tissues for research.

Charleston Southern University
. — PRESENTS

12th Annual Youth Confercnce

Week 2

June 28-July 2

3 Gﬁreat Weeks

$205 if registered by April 1
$225 after April 1

For registration information

Call 1-800-401-7675

WwWw.csuniv.edu

“Promoting Academic Excellence in.a Christian Environment”
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THE 43RD ANNUAL STUDENT MISSIONS CONFERENCE

-l e EX

MISSI@N S;

FOR GOD’S GLORY
m == I H B2 Pt -
February 12-13, 1999

Keynote Speaker
Dr. George Martin

Veteran Missionary to Indonesia; Missions
Professor in the Billy Graham School of
Missions, Evangelism and Church Growth at
The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

Make your reservations now!
Call 1 800 626-5525

and ask for the Billy Graham School, extension 4108.

Cost is $10 per person: $15 per couple. .
Registration cost covers all session and seminars,
Mission Action Projects, and all meals on campus, plus
up to 2 nights lodging (Friday and Saturday nights).

Ml The Southern Baptist

A
m..n

Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 626-5525 * Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu

A bréak in winter brings ...

A few days ago I strolled the
grounds at Jonathan Creek. It was
an unusually beautiful spring-like
day with the sun shining brightly
and the temperature about 64 de-
grees. Fishing boats were coming
and going on the lake as fishermen
(and women, not doubt) grabbed
what promised to be a brief respite

from the winter weather.

My mind began to
wander (which is not too
unusual) and my imagi-
nation turned to late
spring and summer when
hundreds of kids will
come to Jonathan Creek
for a week of camp. I
thought about what sum-
mer will bring—all the
excitement, the decisions
youth make during camp
and all the other elements
that make camp the most
exhilarating time to be in
this ministry.

L Howeyver, as I continued to walk
along the shore line, my thoughts
turned from dreams of what will be
to the reality of what must be done
for those dreams to come to frui-
- tion. So much work to be done (at
Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore) in
so little time. Summer camp season
arrives in less than four months!
The fact is, we could use some
help at either place as we prepare
for our peak season. To be certain,
every weekend between now and

June we have guests at both places.
Our retreat and conference numbers
are way up from last year (about 65
percent). But we still have some
weekends when we could accom-
modate work groups, so get your
group together (men and women)
and call us.

Be patient with us if we can’t

work it out on the weekend you

KENTUCKY

BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison

need, because often we
are near capacity and it is
a real challenge to ac-
commodate a work
group when our places
are close to full. But we
will try, and we need
your help.

Our board of directors
and I, along with our
management team, pas-
sionately believe the
greatest years are yet
ahead for both Jonathan
Creek and Cedarmore.

We see no reason that the past

8911

should be the “glory days” of either
place, for we believe the need for a
Christ-centered retreat, conference
and camp facility has never been
greater, and we believe God has
given us two wonderfully unique
places through which he will work
to change the lives of thousands
during the coming years.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-

tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-




Falwell’s Antichrist talk stirs controversy

KINGSPORT, Tenn. (RNS)—
Southern Baptist pastor Jerry Fal-
well has told a conference on the,
millennium that the Antichrist might
well be alive and, as a “counterfeit”
of Jesus, will be a male Jew.

Falwell’s remarks Jan. 14 stirred

criticism from some Jewish leaders -

who said the comments border on
anti-Semitism.

“Who will the Antichrist be? I
don’t know. Nobody else knows,”
Falwell told a crowd of 1,500 peo-
ple in Kingsport, Tenn., Associated
Press reported.

“Is he alive and here today? Prob-
ably. Because when he appears dur-
ing the Tribulation period he will be
a full-grown counterfeit of (Jesus)
Christ,” he continued. “Of course

he’ll be Jewish. Of course he’ll pre- .

tend to be Christ. And if in fact the
Lord is coming soon, and he’ll (the
Antichrist) be an adult at the presen-
tation of himself, he must be alive
somewhere today.”

According to some biblical inter-
pretations, the Antichrist will spread
universal evil—the Tribulation—
before the end of the world but will
be conquered at the second coming
of Jesus.

- The next day, Falwell said he did
not intend for his remarks to be con-
sidered anti-Jewish or anti-Semitic.
He said he meant only that the Anti-
christ must bé Jewish because Jesus
was a Jew. :

Rabbi James Rudin, national in-
terreligious affairs director of the
American Jewish Committee, said

Falwell is a strong supporter of Is-
rael and is not anti-Jewish but that
the millennial theology Falwell was
talking about “is very, very radio-
active material.”

“This is part of what I call millen-
nial madness,” Rudin said. “To single
out any one man, and particularly to
identify him as Jewish, plays into
some latent and historical anti-Semit-
ism from the past.”

Rudin urged Christian leaders to
“exercise great care” in addressing
such issues because “this can produce
negative responses among people
who are not educated in the New Tes-
tament.”

Other Jewish leaders were stron-
ger in their criticism

“The statement ... borders on anti-
Semitism at best and is anti-Semitic
at worst,” said Abraham Foxman, na-
tional director of the Anti-Defamation
League. “In identifying the Antichrist
as a living Jewish man, Rev. Falwell
draws from an especially vicious tra-
dition of Christian theological anti-
Judaism.” '

Leaders of the American Jewish
Congress agreed.

“It may be that Rev. Falwell did
not overtly intend his comment to pro-
voke a broad anti-Semitism fallout,”
the congress said in a statement. “If
so0, he was wrong. History unambigu-
ously teaches that the unexplained
preaching of arcane Christian theolog-
ical concepts like those advanced by
Rev. Falwell has an inevitably incen-
diary and degrading effect on Chris-
tian attitudes toward Jews.”

Falwell, the pastor of Thomas
Road Baptist Church in Lynchburg,
Va,, stressed later that his beliefs are
also those of many evangelical Chris-
tians.

“When I delivered my sermon ...
I conveyed biblically based truths that
I have believed and preached nation-
ally for more than 40 years,” Falwell
said in a statement released Jan. 18.

“Since Jesus came to the earth the
first time 2,000 years ago as a Jewish
male, most evangelicals believe the
Antichrist will, by necessity, be a Jew-
ish male also,” he said. “This belief is
2,000 years old and has no anti-Semit-
ic roots. This is simply historic and
prophetic orthodox Christian doctrine
that most theologians, Christian and
non-Christian, have understood for
two. millennia.” !

Catholic Bishop Walter Sullivan of
Richmond disagreed. In a letter to the
editor of the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch, Sullivan, the leader of the Dio-
cese of Richmond, called Falwell’s
beliefs “‘as reprehensible as they are
outrageous.”

“By defining, as he does, the Anti-
christ to be a Jewish ‘counterfeit’ of
Christ, he recklessly targets the Jew-
ish people as the fountainhead of evil
itself,” he wrote.

Sullivan took exception to the idea
that the Antichrist is an actual person.
“It is a whole pattern of attitudes and
lifestyles that contradict values held in
common by Christians and Jews
alike,” he wrote. “The Antichrist is
everything in our culture that deval-
ues the sanctity of life.”

By Robert Dunston

On Monday, Jan. 18, Cumber-
land College students, faculty and
staff joined together for our open-
ing convocation of the spring se-
mester. Our meeting provided us
with the opportunity to honor two
friends of Cumberland College and
to remember our past.

Cumberland College
granted honorary doctor-

Cooper was presented the

Honoring and remembering

CUMBERLAND At
ates to two. C. Vernon COLLEGE

Oliver Springs, Tenn., also was hon-
ored with the doctor of laws degree.
As the daughter of a coal miner and
a homemaker and the second of
eight children, she worked from an
early age, taking care of her young-
er siblings. After graduating from
high school and attending Knoxville
Business College, she carried her
work ethic with her into the world
of banking.

First National
Bank in Oneida, Tenn.,
she became the first se-

doctor of laws degree.
Cooper, a native of Haz-
ard, is a much-decorated
veteran of World War II,
having served in the Pa-
cific theater. He graduat-
ed from the University of
Kentucky and made his

nior vice president and
the first woman to serve
on the bank’s board of di-
rectors. Throughout her
career she has led efforts
to improve opportunities
for women in business.
Pemberton remains ac-

mark in both banking and
insurance. In his long career he has
served as president of Hazard Insur-
ance Agency, Cooper Insurance and
Peoples Bank and Trust Company
of Hazard.

Cooper currently serves the Peo-
ples Bank as vice president for pub-
lic affairs and chairman of the trust
committee. Cooper’s service to oth-
ers has extended well beyond his
community. He served under six
Kentucky governors as chairman of
the Governor’s Advisory Council
for Libraries and now holds the ti-
tle of chairman emeritus for life.

Bromma Pemberton, a native of

tively involved in busi-
ness as president and treasurer of
Pemberton Oil and Lumber Co.
The honoring of these two pro-
vided an appropriate way to cele-
brate Founders’ Day. Since 1889,
Cumberland College has provided
quality education in a Christian at-
mosphere to people from all walks
of life. We have continued to em-
phasize the discipline of study, the
value of hard work and the central-
ity of Christ in life.
Robert Dunston is chairman of the re-
ligion department at Cumberland Col-
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Will-
iamsburg, Ky. 40769

Adoption myths or facts?

‘The legal fees will eat me alive!’
I can’t adopt if I'm single, can 17’

K can’t care for a special needs child.’

Find answers at the
Louisville Adoption Fair

Feb. 7, 1999
1 p.m. until 4 p.m.
University of Louisville Shelby Campus

Workshops, Children’s Activities

This free event is sponsored by Wednesday’s Child and
Kentucky adoption providers including

Pregnancy Counseling and Adoption

é‘ "‘ Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children

1-800-928-5242
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SPORTS

Then there’s the
“Souper Bowl”

COLUMBIA, S.C—
Organizers once again
are asking churches to

collect money on Super
Bowl Sunday to feed the

hungry.

The “Souper Bowl of
Caring” encourages
churches to collect a
dollar from members as
they leave church the
Sunday of the Super
Bowl.

Organizers don’t touch
the funds. They simply
recommend the church
send it to their favorite
local soup kitchen or
other charity.

Spring Valley
Presbyterian Church in
Columbia, S.C. launched
the idea in 1990. Since
then, a total of $4.5
million has been
collected and disbursed.

For more information,
call (800) 358-SOUP or
visit their Web site,
www.souperbowl.com.

Baptists seek evangelistic
touchdowns at Super Bowl

MIAMI (BP)—Does anybody
have the words to “Drop-kick me
Jesus Through the Goal Posts of
Life?” :

The Southern Baptist North

American Mission Board and about
1,000 volunteers are taking the mes-
sage of Jesus to the Super Bowl.
. NAMB, the Florida Baptist Con-
vention, Gulf Stream Baptist-Asso-
ciation and Miami Baptist Associa-
tion are partnering to serve as an
official sponsor of the 1999 South
Florida Super Bowl XXXIIT Host
Committee, y

“Southern Baptists will meet
people they will not be able to meet
anywhere else,” predicted Tim

| Knopps, an evangelism events asso-

ciate for NAMB. “It is a great op-
portunity to serve others and to share
Christ.”

The partnership calls for Southern
Baptists to provide at least 300 volun-
teers to the host committee. The vol-
unteers, mostly from Miami and Fort
Lauderdale, will help visitors during
one four-hour shift each at a variety
of Super Bowl-related attractions.

The rest of the time, volunteers will
be involved with other Baptists in a
variety of evangelistic activities
throughout the area. At least 12
churches will host community block
parties, and about 100 churches will
hold Super Bowl watch parties—most
using the Super Bowl Half-Time Kit,
an evangelistic video and party pack-

age.
NAMB and south Florida Baptists

partnered with Sports Spectrum, a,

national Christian sports magazine, to

purchase 125,000 special Super Bowl.;

issues specially written for south Flor-
ida.
The magazine includes a gospel

presentation from former Miami Dol-
phin and 1998 NFL Hall of Fame in-

ductee Dwight Stephenson.

Sports Spectrum will be distribut-
ed from at least 40 official host com-
mittee kiosks throughout the area, in-
cluding three airports in south Florida
and most hotels.

Toby Frost, manager of event
evangelism for the North American
Mission Board, said the Super Bowl
effort is a good example of what he
calls the ABCs of event evangelism:
attract unchurched people, bridge
common ground and communicate
the gospel.

“The Super Bowl in that sense,
then, is really incidental to what we’re
doing,” he said. “It’s just simply the
bridge across which we share Jesus
Christ. But because the Super Bowl is
such a high-profile event, it gives us
the opportunity to bridge to many
more people than we might choose.”

“Sports is the language of many
segments of our society,” he added.
“If we can use that language just like
we use other languages, we can more
effectively share the gospel with peo-
ple that share that language.”

Dr. Thom Rainer, Dean
Billy Graham School

churches.

Here’s a D.Min. in Evangelism
and Church Growth that fits
your ministry schedule!

The Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism and Church Growth now offers
a Doctor of Ministry in Evangelism and
Church Growth that is...

Practical: Seminars and study focus on
“real-life” church and leadership issues.

Convenient: Each seminar meets for one

week. Only four-and-one-half weeks of on-

campus time are expected over the three—
year degree program.

Balanced: The disciplines of evangelism and church growth
are each examined biblically, theologically, historically and
methodologically throughout the program.

Relevant: Faculty members, including Dean Thom Rainer
and Timothy Beougher, have served as leaders in growing

Affordable: The cost is reasonable, and a convenient monthly
payment plan is also available.

“The instruction is excellent and practical, and the camaraderie
T've developed with both cohorts and professors will last a lifetime.
I strongly recommend the Graham School program at Southern
Seminary to all who are considering a doctor of ministry degree.”

Joseph Vest - Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin, Kentucky

- Join us in this challenging program. Applicants are now being
accepted for the June 1999 class.

.§§

LB The Southern Baptist
y Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road * Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 728-7044 © Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu

The year was 1949

As you read the headline, you might have
thought of something that happened to you in

1949. I was not present for the event I am going -

to write about, but I have seen pictures and arti-
cles about the first worship services held in the
Oneida Baptist Church in early 1949.

Oneida Baptist Church has been the church
home for many of our faculty and staff for.nearly
a century. When my wife and I came here as stu-
dents in 1961, we worshipped in that church. We
had a much smaller student body then,
and it was possible for all the students,
most of the faculty and staff, and the
_people in the community to worship in
one service. When my wife and I came
back in 1984, we were having three
Sunday morning worship services in
order to have room for everyone.

Prior to construction of the new
sanctuary in 1949, Oneida Baptist
Church had met in the school chapel in
Marvin Hall. The chapel also served as
a place of worship for our students three
days a week. I remember well those
wonderful times we had in chapel.

THIS IS
ONEIDA ,

W.F. Underwood

spiritual needs. When we had three services, there
were students and adults in each one: It was very:
difficult for the preacher to prepare a message to

- meet the needs of the students, ages 11-18, and

adults. When we moved the service to our chap-

el, it meant the pastor could preach specifically to - |

our students. It also let us center the entire service
on students’ needs.

‘With little hope of building a new sanctuary,
we decided last year to remodel the existing one.
There was some money in a building -
* fund to get things started. Not knowing
how far it would go, we decided to be-
gin and trust the Lord to provide.

from the many wonderful volunteers
who assist us each year. The remodel-
ing began in late July. We were not able
to meet our target date of October. Nor
did we meet our next date of Thanks-
giving. Finally, with the help of volun-
teers, plus a lot of work done by our
pastor and others in the church, we had
our first service in the newly remodeled
sanctuary Dec. 20. We held the dedica-
tion service Jan. 9. In true Oneida tradi-

While we needed three Sunday
morning worship services for many years, we
have been able to have one evening service by
meeting in the new chapel. It was built in 1976 in
Russell Hall, and it seats about 600 people.

There had been talk for years about the possi-
bility of building a new sanctuary that would seat
500 people or so, but we knew the funds would
not be available for such a venture.

About three-years ago I decided to have the
morning worship hour for our students in our
chapel. This would make it possible for all of our
students to attend one service. It also meant we
could have a service centered on the students’

tion, even the pews and organ were donated.
Bellevue Baptist Church in Owensboro remod-
eled their sanctuary and gave us their organ and
pews. In time for our school’s centennial celebra-
tion in June, Oneida Baptist Church has a beauti-
fully remodeled sanctuary 50 years after the orig-
inal building was constructed.

A special thanks to all the wonderful volun-
teers who helped with the remodeling, and for the
beautiful pews and organ.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In-
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www
.oneidaschool.org

We knew we could get a lot of help

On Oct. 5-7, 1998, an accredita-
tion/membership committee from
the Southern Association of Colleg-
es and Schools Commission: on
Colleges visited our campus. This

our progress in completing the fol-
low-up activities on the 41 recom-

1996 initial accreditation commit-
tee. The visit also sought
to determine if Clear:
Creek complied with all
“must” statements in the
accreditation criteria. The
committee report recent-
ly arrived and moves us
one step beyond candi-
date status toward full re-
gional  accreditation.
Committee members rec-
ognized our “unique kind
of academic training on
the collegiate level,” and
that most schools of our
type “are now lost to his-
tory ”»”

The report notes “a major
strength of the school is found in
the commitment of the administra-
tion, faculty and staff.” While ad-
justing to “a changing cultural and
educational environment,” the
school “still fills a vital role among
the Appalachian people that the in-
stitution was founded to serve.

continued need for rural Bible col-
leges to provide academic training

seven-member committee reviewed -

mendations made by the September.

CLEAR CREEK
| CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

CCBBC stands as a bastion of the -

Accreditation report affirms our ministry

while nurtunng the concepts of the
Baptist church.”

The review. committee noted
Clear Creek “has a qualified facul-
ty with academic credentials that
serve the mission and curriculum
needs of the institution.” The col-
lege has “established and imple-
mented well-defined purposes and
goals for the administrative area,”
and “appears to be prop-
erly organized in order to
effect/allocate the re-
sources required to fulfill
the mission of the insti-
tution.” It was great news
to hear the library “is
well-equipped with mod-
ern technology” and that
“sufficient computers are
available on the cam-
pus.”

The report states we
were “able to demon-
strate that the institution
was in compliance with
each of the 13 separate Conditions
of Eligibility.” College administra-
tors received six recommendations
and six suggestions for follow-up.
The Commission on Colleges re-
views in June our response on the
resolution of these specific issues
and makes a recommendation on
membership.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

- Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
-ville, Ky. 40977
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Judgment Day at the White House: A
Critical Declaration Exploring Moral
Issues and the Political Use and
Abuse of Religion. Edited by Gabriel
Fackre. William B. Eerdmans Publish-
ing Co., 1999. 190 pages. $12 o &

(out of five) :

From the Eye of the Storm: A Pastor
to the President Speaks Out. Philip
Wogaman. Westminster/John Knox
Press, 1998. 139 pages. $12 ¢ &¢

Reinhold Neibuhr, perhaps the
most prominent American theologian
of the 20th century, highlighted the
struggle to realize Christian values and
ethics in the public arena. In his writ-
ings on ethics, he grappled
with Christ’s ethic of love
and forgiveness as they re-
lated the functions of gov-
ernment and the complex
web of relationships in so-
ciety.
While he affirmed that

love could be a guiding vir-
tue in interpersonal rela-
tionships, he despaired that
it could be the foundation
for corporate moral behavior. He opt-
ed for justice as the societal expres-
sion of love as he spelled out his no-
. tion of Christian realism.

Perhaps no series of events illus-
trates for our day Neibuhr’s diagnosis
of the problem than those leading up
to the impeachment trial of President
Bill Clinton. Christians from all per-
spectives have joined the debate on
what should happen to Clinton and
how Christians should respond.

Some argue he not only broke the
law but also violated basic moral prin-
ciples. Consequently he has sacrificed
any moral right to continue. Others
argue that, while his actions might be
morally unacceptable, forgiveness and
restoration are the proper responses.

“Judgment Day at the White
House” grows out of the response of
a fairly broad range of Christian ethi-
cists to President Clinton’s speech to
religious leaders at a prayer breakfast
Sept. 11, 1998. One hundred and for-

ty religious leaders developed and
signed a “Declaration Concerning
Religion, Ethics and the Crisis in the
Clinton Presidency.”

The gist of the Declaration is that
the President’s confession at the
prayer breakfast was politically moti-
vated and incomplete. Most of the
signers believe resignation or im-

peachment are appropriate responses |

to the President’s violation of moral
law.

The book consists of three parts.
In the first section, selected signers of
the Declaration lay out the case
against the president. In the second
section, several people who were in-
vited to sign the Declaration present
their reasons for refusing.
The last section contains
several editorials from sec-
ular sources. The fascinat-
ing thing about this book is
the point/counter-point on
the ethical issues involved.
If one wants to read a clear
and reasonable discussion
of Christian perspectives,
this book presents the issues
in stark contrast.

“From the Eye of the Storm” is
written by the pastor of Foundry Unit-
ed Methodist Church in Washington
D.C., where the Clintons attend wor-
ship. He takes clear exception to the
moral reasoning, not only with the
signers of the Declaration, but with
Neibuhr. His basic contention is that

love, not law, should drive our re-’

sponse to the moral dilemma facing
the nation and the president. He argues
persuasively that not only is love the
primary test of character, it provides
the only sure foundation for a strong
society. Therefore, he sees the current
debate as a struggle for the soul of our.
nation.

Both books challenge us to take a
more critical look behind the often
strident tones of the current moral and
ethical debate. Both challenge us to
look beyond the specific situation to
the implications of our positions for
the well-being of society. Jim Holla-
day ’

Called for Freedom: The Changing
Context of Liberation Theology. Jose

Comblin. Translated by Phillip
Berryman. Orbis.Books, 1998. 252
pages. $24 ¢ ¢

Jose Comblin is one of the pioneers
of liberation theology in Latin Amer-
ica. Liberation theology was born in
the particular context of Latin Ameri-
ca 30 years ago, prior to Latin Amer-

. ica’s radical change in many govern-

ments, the end of the Cold War and
Latin America’s entry into the global
economy.

The focus of liberation theology is
on compassion and leadership in the
struggle against oppressors. The focus
is.on a better life here and
now.

Comblin provides a
straightforward analysis of
the sociological, political,
cultural, economic and per-
sonal context of Latin
America. One of Comblin’s
calls is for theologians to
face the fact that a separate
context has not been estab-
lished for Latin America.
Rather, Latin America’s context is
very interdependent with Western de-
mocracies. Therefore, one must be just
as aware of developments in the West
as in Latin America.

Why is this work important for the
segment of the church in the United
States?

First, Comblin makes us aware of
how our decisions and influence af-
fect those outside our national bound-
aries. This should move us to more
compassionate decision making in our

‘national issues.

Second, Comblin models what
the American church needs desper-
ately to do: stop arguing over minute
details of theology and practice and
propose an agenda for ministry
which is compassionate and offers
a future of freedom (political, cul-
tural, economic, religious, etc.) from
our own Oppressors.

. Third, the point is made that the
church universally faces many of the

~ Jost Comblin

same issues and struggles in allowing
the gospel to speak unhindered by our
own religious, cultural and political
biases. Wayne Hager

The Compassionate Community:
Strategies That Work for the Third
Millenium. Catherine Harner. Orbis
Books, 1998. 205 pages. $14. ¢ &

Harner’s book is a challenge to re-
claim what she considers three essen-
tially human elements—compassion,
community and justice.

Harner provides an excellent dis-
cussion of each of these elements as
she moves toward the real contribu-
tion this book makes. Harner focuses
on four areas of immense
concern in attempting to
shape a different world in
the 20th century—poverty
as a dead end, homeless-
ness, women and children
at risk of violence and in-
adequate health care for the
poor.

Her focus includes a
keen analysis of the causes
of each problem. Many oth-
ers have written on these areas of con-
cern but few with the clarity offered
by Harner. A major contribution is her
analysis of current strategies that are
not working. She then applies the
same analytical skills to those strate-
gies she has witnessed that work.

She distills the characteristics of
these successful strategies to being
community-based, value-centered,
collaborative, small in size, clearly
defined in responsibilities, replicable,

integrated in planning and education- -

al. Bearing these characteristics in
mind, one can analyze any new strat-
egy to address these four concerns and
any others our society faces in the next
millennium.

Hopefully as churches and individ-
uals develop other new strategies to
develop compassionate communities,
they will hear of Harner’s character-
istics and keep them in mind so their
new strategies will work from the be-

ginning. Wayne Hager

FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.,
and Jim Holladay, pastor
of Clifton Baptist Church
in Louisville. Holladay
and Hager welcome
feedback or suggestions
for book reviews.
Contact them

via e-mail at:
docholladay@juno.com
or jwhager@surry.net




PRAYER
PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania and
New England:

B Kim Paden, a church
~ planter in Vilnius,
Lithuania, as she and a
team of missionary
women hold monthly
evangelistic teas and
lead follow-up
discipleship groups.
Recently seven women
professed faith in Christ
and 20 women
expressed a desire to be
involved in a women’s

~ Bible study.

M Milton and Laura
Magalhanes, church
planters in Klaipeda,
Lithuania. “Pray that we
will be sensitive to God’s
leadership,” they ask.

B The new leaders of
the Theological-
Education-by-Extension
classes in Morogoro,
Tanzania, that God will
give them “wisdom in
answering questions of
those seeking to know
the truth.”

B The women’s

program at International-

Baptist Theological
Seminary of East Africa
in Arusha, Tanzania. The
program includes
classes in reading and
writing in Swahili,
conversational English,
health, cooking, sewing
and Bible for all women
~on campus.

H The weekly soup
kitchen ministry of Barre
Baptist Fellowship in
Barre, Vit., and the
homeless people who
will eat there during the
winter months.

H The ministers’ wives
fellowship recently
begun by Massachusetts
- Baptist Association.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B BARBOURVILLE—Carl Gal-
lion was hired as director of missions
for Knox Association. He succeeds
Nasby Mills, who retired.

B BASKETT—Advance Church
called Harry Hunter as pastor.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Saloma
Church called Todd Parish as asso-
ciate pastor. Parish is a student at
Campbellsville University. John
Chowning is pastor.

B CLAY CITY—Ed Burgher re-
tired as director of missions for Red
River Association.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Guest
speaker for Baptist Men’s Day at Im-
manuel Church will be Jack Bram-
mer, the Frankfort Bureau reporter for
the Lexington Herald-Leader and a
1990 Pulitzer Prize finalist. Mike
Greer is pastor.

B HENDERSON—Ambassador
Church called Gary Brunson as pas-
tor.

B FT. MITCHELL—Ft. Mitchell
Church will present “Amahl and the
Night Visitors” Jan. 29-30, 7:30 p.m.
Tickets cost $3. For information, call
(606) 331-2160. French Harmon is
pastor.

B LA GRANGE—Wayne Rogers
resigned as youth minister of Buck-
ner Church. Bob Hanses is pastor.

B LEXINGTON—Immanuel Church
will host a workshop for young adult
children of divorce Feb. 9, 16, 23 and

March 2 & 9, 7:30 p.m. The seminar
will be led by James Stillwell, minis-
ter of single adults. For information,
call (606) 266-3174.

B LOUISVILLE—Cedar Creek
Church called Timothy Beougher as
interim pastor. Also, John Mark
Whittaker was called as minister of
youth. .

B MILTON—Michael Moore re-
signed as pastor of Corn Creek
Church. - :

B OWENSBORO—Lewis Lane
Church will host Dwight Ashley in
concert Jan. 24, 6 p.m. For informa-
tion, call (502) 684-4266. Chip
Pendleton is pastor.

B PINEVILLE—Gary Ralls, a De-
cember graduate of Clear Creek Bap-
tist Bible College, was called as pas-
tor to First Church, Citrus Springs,
Fla.

B SMITHLAND—Mike Templeton
resigned as pastor of Good Hope
Church.

B STANFORD—Stan Stevenson,
director of missions for Lincoln/Ca-
sey County Association, resigned to
become pastor of Elk Spring Valley

- Church, Monticello.

B WINCHESTER—Shannon Back
was recently ordained into the minis-
try. Back is pastor of Calvary Church.

B CORRECTION—The e-mail ad- -

dress for Wyman Copass is wcmin
@aol.

INTERNATIONAL EVENT Churches of the
Long Run Baptist Association in Louisville
hosted their 16th annual Friendship Inter-
national House at Christmas. Eleven col-
lege students from Japan, Taiwan and
China spent the holiday with Louisville host
families. Hosts organized a variely of ac-
tivities, including shopping and visits to
local attractions. M Above: Students make
reindeer with candy canes during a party
for students, host families and the planning
committee. Students asked questions as
they viewed the many nativity scenes on
display, said Shirley Taliaferro, who hosted
the party and is a member of Bethlehem
Baptist Church in Louisville. B Left: Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention Executive Secre-
tary-Treasurer Bill Mackey portrays Ru-
dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. For more
information about the event, call Taliaferro
at (502) 964-6856.

CLASSIFIED ADS '

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Lawrenceburg, Ky., is seeking a
full-time youth pastor and Christian
life center director. Send resumé to
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box 207,
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342, Attn: Ron-
nie Fields, youth pastor search com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
youth for a church desiring to build a
dynamic youth ministry. Send resumé
to: Midlane Park Baptist Church, 6500
Six Mile Lane, Louisville, K'Y 40218.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister. Send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee, Parkway Baptist Church, 1915
N. Broadway, Lexington, K'Y 40505.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Sturgis, Ky., is seeking a part-time
youth minister. Interested applicants
should send resumé to: First Baptist
Church, 802 N. Adams St., Sturgis,
KY 42459, or call (502) 333-2691.

SEEKING: Director of missions
(DOM) needed for Lincoln/Casey
County Baptist Association. We are
located in central Kentucky, and have
40 Baptist churches in our association.
We have a beautiful association office
building located south of Stanford on
U.S. 27. Send resumé and inquiries to:
Lincoln/Casey County Baptist Asso-
ciation, 4160 Highway 27 South,
Stanford, KY 40484, Attn: Search
Committee.

SEEKING: Second Baptist
Church, Greenville, Ky., is currently
seeking individual to fill minister of
music position. Please direct resumé
to: Staff Search Committee, Second
Baptist Church, P.O. Box 390, Green-
ville, KY 42345-0390.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor,
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Springfield Baptist Church, Spring-
field, Ky. Please send resumé to:
Springfield Baptist Church, P.O. Box
286, Springfield, KY 40069.
SEEKING: Experienced minister
of music for full-time position. Re-
sponsible for all areas of music, in-
cluding fully graded choir program.
Send resumé to: First Baptist Church,
300 W. Main, Princeton, KY 42445,
Attn: John Hina.
OPPORTUNITY: Dreams do
come true! Christian-based, Christian-
operated company looking for lead-
ers. Work at home; part-time or full-
time. Call 24 hours, (888) 653-0426.
SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Middletown, Ky., is prayerfully
seeking applicants for pastor. Please
send resumé to: John Vaughan, FBC
Pastor Search Committee, 109 Wood-
ed Falls Road, Middletown, KY
40243. ~
SEEKING: Growing Southern
Baptist church seeks full-time associ-
ate pastor with experience or training
to assist in fulfilling church’s minis-
try of pastoral care, preaching and dis-
cipleship. If gifted for youth ministry
or worship leader, the same should be
noted. Send resumé to: Search Com-
mittee, First Baptist Church of Allen,
P.O. Box 541, Allen, KY 41601.
SEEKING: West Broadway Bap-
tist Church is seeking a youth minis-
try intern to work 10-15 hours a week.
Prefer degree in religious studies.
Send resumé to church c/o Personnel
Committee, 8420 Six Mile Lane, Lou-
isville, KY 40220.
SEEKING: Ministry-oriented
Southern Baptist church desires a full-
time youth minister to minister to and

lead youth in a program of excellence.
Dynamic youth ministry includes Bi-

ble study, discipleship, fellowship,’

missions, ministry and evangelism.

College degree required, seminary

preferred. Send resumé by Feb. 28 to:
First Baptist Church, P.O. Box U,
Russell, KY 41169.

SEEKING: First Southern Baptist
Church of Floyds Knobs is seeking to
employ a part-time, permanent music
director. Pay and responsibilities will
be determined by education, level of
experience and ability. If interested,

please send resumé: First Southern.

Baptist Church, 4631 Lakeview
Drive, Floyds Knobs, IN 47119.
SEEKING: Fee Fee Baptist
Church, St. Louis, Mo., prayerfully
seeks your referral for a minister to
students and church outreach. Locat-
ed in north suburban St. Louis Coun-
ty, we average in excess of 650 in two
morning services, over 500 in Sunday
school. Fee Fee is a strong traditional
Southern Baptist church. Responsibil-
ities include directing ministry pro-
grams for youth and college-age stu-

. dents. Will also administer the church-

wide outreach program. Strong Chris-
tian character and experience a must.
Send referrals to: Minister to Students
and Church Outreach, Fee Fee Bap-
tist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock
Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.
SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Corbin is currently seeking a full-
time associate minister with primary
responsibilities in the area of student
ministry (K-12). Seminary degree and
experience preferred but not required.
Please forward resumé by Jan. 31 to:
Personnel Committee, First Baptist

Church, 401 N. Laurel, Corbin, KY
40701.

SEEKING: Weekday ministries
director. Responsibilities: leading
Christ-centered program; administra-
tion; supervising caregivers; curricu-
Ium development; ministry to children
and families. Program: 2- and 3-year
developmental daycare; 4-year pre-
school; summer camp for grades 1-6.
Healthy budget, over 20 qualified staff
members. Minimum qualifications:
Must meet Kentucky state licensing
requirements (seminary degree a
plus). Resumés and inquiries: First
Baptist Church, 1400 South Main,
Hopkinsville, KY 42240, Attn: Keith
Stillwell. (502) 886-1216.

" SEEKING: Full-time minister to
students. The position will require ihe
ability to provide strong leadership,
direction and training for our youth
and children’s educational programs,
plus assist the pastor with the overall
ministries of the church. Send resumé
to: Morganfield First Baptist Church,
200 North Morgan St., Morganfield,
KY 42437, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: High Point Baptist
Church of Mayfield, Ky., is accept-
ing resumés for a part-time minister
of youth. Interested applicants should
send resumé to: Minister of Youth
Search Commiittee, High Point Bap-
tist Church, 220 West Farthing St.,
Mayfield, KY 42066.

SEEKING: Victory Baptist
Church of Lexington, Ky., is seeking
a full-time senior pastor. Please send
resumé to: Pastor Search Committee,
Victory Baptist Church, 2261 Arm-
strong Mill Road, Lexington, KY
40515.
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Christian magazine editor:

By Stacey Hamby
Missouri Word & Way

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (ABP)
—Computer problems predicted dur-
ing the year 2000, or Y2K, are not the
problem, according to Steve Hewett,
editor of Christian Computing maga-
zine.

“The problem is the fear of Y2K,”
said Hewitt a former Baptist pastor
who lives in Raymore, Mo.

Hewett said he is practically a lone
voice in trying to quell the rising pan-
ic surrounding Y2K.

“Fear-based Y2K issues could
prove to be much worse than any tech-
nology-based problem,” Hewitt re-
cently told a group of Missouri Bap-
tist leaders.

Y2K is a computer-programming
problem centered on the use of two
digits to represent a year. Predictions
are that many computers will be con-
fused when the date rolls over to Jan.
1, 2000. Besides computer software,
“embedded chips” with computer pro-
grams are in everything from coffee-
makers to cars.

staff of the Missouri Baptist Conven-
tion in Jefferson City, Hewitt de-
scribed two main—and opposing—
views:

One view suggests the “Y2K bug”
will be a bump in the road of the in-

formation highway. “This is where I
stand,” he said. “It will be a personal
inconvenience, almost nonexistent.”

There is the possibility of some
economic impact he admitted, “This
will happen because of the panic,” he
explained. “The greatest danger is
overreaction.”

‘The second view states that every
aspect of society will be affected.
“This includes utilities, food, banks,
communications and even national
security.” Some alarmists suggest
people should store a year’s supply of
food and should cash in mutual funds
and certificates of deposit to buy gold.

“One world economic leader is
saying there is a 70 percent chance of
an economic disaster greater than the
Great Depression,” Hewitt said.

Why such a variety of opinions?
Hewitt offered the following reasons:

I The information age. Hewitt said
the Internet has given anyone and ev-
eryone a forum for expressing their
views. “Seventy-seven percent of
print journalists get their news off the
Internet,” he said. “They’re just re-

~ porting each others’ news.”
How bad can it be? In remarks to

0 Changing technology. “I won’t
do a book on Y2K because it just
moves too fast,” Hewitt said. “The
information would be old by the time

it hit the shelf.”

1 Sensational reports. “There are
lots of books and videos out on this

Only Y2K fear is fear itself

subject,” he said. “People want to sell
their stuff. There’s a lot of money be-

ing made with Y2K.”
National Christian leaders—
“based on poor theology”’—have been

major players in sensationalizing
Y2K, Hewett said. “Christians are
“leading the panic attack in America,”
he said. “We have a hierarchy of
churchless pastors that are saying
Y2K is the judgment of God.”

But Hewitt said many leaders are
changing how they view Y2K. An
organization often cited by alarmists,
the Gartner Group, now says a num-
ber of myths and irresponsible asser-
tions are circulating about Y2K. The
group says Y2K’s effect will be more
similar to a “snowstorm” than the end
of civilization.

At least two mainline denomina-
tions, Assemblies of God and the
Episcopal Church, have issued state-
ments urging their churches not to
believe all of the Y2K hype and to
hold off on practices like hoarding
food and pulling money from ac-
counts, Hewitt said.

“Twenty years ago, Baptists had
Bold Mission Thrust and the Assem-
blies of God had Harvest of Souls—
both efforts to spread the gospel by
the year 2000,” Hewitt noted. “Now
we’re stockpiling bullets and food,
putting bars on our doors and prepar-
ing for a disaster I don’t think will

Rides from airport introduce students to ministry

PENSACOLA, Fla. (BP)—Doz-
ens of military students returning to
classes after the Christmas break re-
ceived a welcome back present from
Pensacola Baptists—free transporta-
tion from the airport to their barracks.

Roy Chewning, director of the
Home Port Military Christian Center,
made nine round trips, picking up 91
people from the airport and transport-
ing them to the Pensacola Naval Air
Station and the Navy Technical Train-
ing Center at Corry Station Jan. 2.

Many of the students, averaging in
age from 18 to 23, do not have ready
access to transportation while they are
in Pensacola for training, which typi-
cally lasts six weeks to six months.

Besides saving the students cab fare,

Chewning’s rides gave him an occasion
to invite students to the center.

The Home Port center, located a
mile from the air station in Warrington
Baptist Church’s former education
building, has a kitchen, study rooms
with computers, game rooms, a TV
room and a Bible study room. The
facilities are open to students at vari-
ous times seven days a week.

Whether students need time to

- themselves or want to interact with

others, Home Port offers a relaxed
environment away from the stresses
of base life.

Baptist churches in Pensacola take
turns providing home-cooked meals
twice a month. Girls in Action groups
host cookie bakes there several times

a year.

Home Port currently is planning its
annual Super Bowl party, which typ-
ically draws around 100 students.

More than 3,200 students have vis-
ited Home Port since it was estab-
lished two years ago when the Tech-
nical Training Center in Millington,
Tenn., relocated to Pensacola NAS.

Two people have made professions
of faith as a result of the ministry,
Chewning said. Because classes of
trainees come and go every week, he
said, it sometimes feels like starting
OVer.

But that can be a positive thing, he
added, because it means a whole new
group of people can be introduced to
the gospel and to Christian fellowship.

Brazil evangelicals the target of questionable products

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (RNS)
—Protestants in Brazil, who make up
about 12 percent of the country’s pop-
ulation, are divided over a recent trend
by some companies to target consum-
er products specifically at evangeli-
cals.

In recent months, for example, an
advertising campaign for Hosanna
candy has featured a well-known
model and the slogan, “The Word of
God in every mouth,” a reference to
the fact that there are biblical texts on
the candy wrappers.

Other products aimed at evangeli-
cals include Freegels Gospel candy,
in cherry, grape, strawberry and mint

flavors, which depict biblical figures.,

Even cosmetics, traditionally seen
by many evangelicals as sinful, are
being sold by Christian companies
* ‘and are on the shopping lists of many
evangelical consumers.

The practice of targeting consum-
er products at evangelicals has drawn
criticism from some evangelical lead-
ers.

Pastor Alcebiades Cavalcanti of

- the Evangelical Christian Church of

Belo Horizonte, for example, has
warned the new products could en-
courage latent vanity, partlcularly
among women.

“We are experiencing a new pro-
cess of corrosion,” Ecumenical News
International, the Geneva-based reli-
gious news agency, quoted the pastor
as saying.

But other church leaders are in fa-
vor of products aimed at the evangel-
ical world.

“There are unemployed people
selling these products ... a labor mar-
ket has been opened,” said Carlos
Alves of the Central Methodist
Church in Rio de Janeiro.

Jomar Coelho, the manager of the
Beleza Christa (Christian Beauty)
company, recently told the Brazilian
magazine Vinde that his company had
requested believers “to carry out sur-

< veys and obtain information about the

“profile of the evangelical consumer.”
- Beleza Christa currently has 180

“products in its “Christian line,”
launched last March. There are oils
and hair creams, skin lotions, sham-
poo for adults and children and a va-
riety of colognes and perfumes. The
bottles and containers of these prod-
ucts have biblical messages prlnted on
them.

The company has said it has taken
all necessary precautions to avoid of-
fending anyone.

“We never take the name of God
in vain and we do not use symbols that
contradict the beliefs of evangelical

.people;” said Coelho.

People get ready

_ For Christians wantmg to prepare for Y2K HeWItt offered
. .the following tips: v
W Prepare for an economic recession brought on by Y2K
F pamc “l am not making any preparations (for Y2K) except fo
try to position myself financially for a recession,” he sald
M Geta hard copy of your credit report. '
' Check personal computers. Hewitt: resommended
.~ personal computer owners contact their retailer to find out
how to get taformatmn to check foriY?.K comphance on thelr

puter's) cate to Jz

happen.”

While disputing alarmists, Hewitt
said Y2K could cause some adverse
effects including:

0 Some computer glitches. “This is
nothing new; we deal with them ev-
ery day,” he said.

I Some economic backlash. “It’s
scary that people are being told to pull
money from stock markets and
banks,” he said.

If less than half the customers of
credit unions pull $500 more than usu-
al from their accounts, Hewitt said, it
will cause a $6 billion deficit, “and
they will call in loans.”

musw group The Hoppers was no dlf'ferent
- “I'was the doctor's last patient that day, and wh ent
_me to the examining room, | was shaking S0 bad!y from f ight
~ that | could hardly lie on the table.” .
~ But Connie said she met her fears with her faith, “I knew '

P $omethmg had to be done, so | turned to God.”

She also turned to her famlly Her husband, Claude, and
two sons, Mike and Dean, supported her throughout her battle
- with breast cancer. .

- Connie underwent a mastectomy, and tests showed all
cancer had been removed. That was 20 years ago.

“The Bible says his words are life to us and heaith to all our
flesh, so | tell others not to be discouraged,” she said recently.

~ “Don'’t think that things are over for you—because you can
go back and do everything you did before the cancer,” she
said. “And you'll be a better person in Jesus than you were
before.”

A turning point in Hopper's crisis came when another
woman told her she had survived cancer five years earlier. |
thought | had faith, but | found it wavering,” Hopper said. “But
when that woman told me ‘five years'—that automatically
gave me hope.” "

Today, Hopper uses her experience to minister to other
‘families facing cancer.-“I've spent hours on the telephone
talkmg with people who feel that they are at the end of their
ropes.”

But she said she always points them to the Great Physician. -
“If | can’t point people to the Lord, then I'll never go on the

~ bus again.”

_That commitment to the ministry has kept The Hoppers on

the road for 40 years, singing across the nation.

_“Looking back, | can see God’s providential hand in it all,”
Hopper said. “He allowed me to see how uncertain and fleeting
life is. And | know for sure that it was by his power that | am
able to experience this overwhelming feeling of love and
gratitude for again being with those dearest to me on earth.”
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Georgetown College
- Founders” Day

Celebmting 170 years of Christian Higher Education

Dr. Billy O. Wireman (center), pictured with President William H. Crouch Jr.
and Dr. Keon Chi, academic dean, was the guest speaker for Founders’ Day on
Jan. 12, 1999. His message was entitled, “Promises to Keep: The Unfinished
Business of Church-Related Colleges.” Wireman, a 1954 Georgetown College
graduate, 1s president of Queens College in Charlotte, N.C. He is one of 36

Georgetown College graduates who have served as college or university presi-
dents.

GEORGETOWN

C @=L L. E

400 East College Street
Georgetown, Kentucky 40324
502-863-8000

www.georgetowncollege.edu

“A Heritage of Christian Discernment”
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