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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Former Kentuckians minister in Venezuela 
By Wally Poor 
SBC International Mission Board 

CARACAS, Venezuela- How 
can you reach 3 million people for 
Christ? This is the challenge facing 
Rich and Susan Hutchens as they -
target the lower-income people in 
greater Caracas. 

Hutchens, a former pastor of 
Southside Baptist Church in Louis­
ville for seven years, and Mrs. 
Hutchens have been missionaries to 
Venezuela since their appointment 
by the Southern Baptist Internation­
al Mission Board in 1988. 

The H'utchenses are part of a 
team of four 1MB missionary cou­
ples, two journeymen and two Ven­
ezuelan Baptist seminary students 
targeting the millions of poor peo­
ple living in and around Venezue­
la's capital. 

They are starting in Petare, a Cara­
cas suburb with housing clinging to a 
mountainside. It has a population of 
about 400,000, Hutchens says. 

"We're working through the pub­
lic schools with social ministries and 
family focus conferences and well­
baby clinics-though very few really 
'well' babies are brought to these clin­
ics," Hutchens said. 

"We've conducted two clinics and 
have seen more than 40 children. One 
mother accepted the Lord during the 
last clinic," said Hutchens, who also 
is a former pastor of Salem Baptist 
Church in King City. 

On March 27, the team will begin 
a vaccination program of children in 
Petare with the Venezuelan health 
ministry providing the vaccine. 

"Our school -ministry has gone 
well. We have pur strongest contact 
with the J.M. Ponte Elementary 
School, which has 800 students," 
Hutchens said. ''The child guidance 
counselor there is a Christian and is 
excited about working with us in the 
family focus conference." -

The first family focus conference 

GREETING NEW MOM Former Kentuckians Rich and Susan Hutchens greet a new mother 
after services in Mount Carmel Baptist Church in Petare, Venezuela. Petare, a suburb of 
Caracas, is one of the places where the Hutchenses are working with their target group­
the 3 million low-income residents of Venezuela's capital city. (/MB Photo by Betty Poor) 

began last week. A video series pro­
duced by the Baptist Communications 
Center in Cali, Colombia, is being 
used. 

The videos address such issues as 
violence in the home, drug addiction 
and discipline of children, with com­
ments from a Christian psychologist. 

"The series will be offered on a 
weekday at the school. Parents and 
other adults in the community will be­
invited," he said. 

Hutchens, a graduate of East Tex­
as Baptist U,uversity, met his future 
wife when he was home from college 
for the holidays. 

When the two became serious 
about their relationship, she shared 
that she had made a commitment to 
missions. She already had contacted 
the International Mission Board (then 
called the Foreign Mission Board) 
with a·view to going to Africa in med­
ical missions. 

"I told her, 'I feel called to the pas­
torate,"' Hutchens said. :•1 jokingly 
told people she looked at Afric;:a and 
looked at me and decided, 'This is a 

much more challenging mission 
field."' 

They were married in August, 
1976. 

Hutchens said-God used a friend­
ship with a seminary student from 
Chile, Alfredo Quezada, to keep the 
Hutchenses thinking about interna­
tional missions. Quezada invited the 
pair to come to Chile on a mission trip. 
Southern Baptist missionaries there 
encouraged them to continue with the 
appointn:ient process after it appeared 
a medical problem might block the 
way. 

The Hutchenses were appointed to 
Venezuela in 1988. During their first -
term they planted Born Again Baptist 
Church in a fishing village. One of the 
people they worked with was Judith 
Prieto, one of the Venezuelans now 
on their team. 

Now the Hutchenses, Prieto and 
the others look toward the challenge 
of reaching the low-income masses of 
Caracas for Christ. But they ask that 
Kentucky Baptists pray for them as 
they continue this task. 

Reyeses leaving 
Kentucky after 3 
years of ministry 
among Hispanics 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LAGRANGE-It's 'taken a 
doctor's order to force Gus and 
Gloria Reyes out of the state and 
out of their ministry w·ork with 
Kentucky Hispanics. 

But the two missionaries said 
they believe they've helped awak- -
en Kentucky Baptists to the need 
for ministry to migrants and other 
Hispanics throughout the com­
monwealth. 

A doctor recently advised 
Reyes, 70, that he needed more rest 
after a second heart attack last Oc­
tober. 

"If we stay here we can't stop," 
he said. "We're the only bilingual 
missionaries. People knock on our 
door, they call, they have needs; so 
what can we do?" --

So the retired policeman and 
his wife will return to Corpus 
Christi, Texas, this month with 
plans to reduce life's pace. 

·TueReyeses were Kentucky's 
first long-term Southern Baptist 
missions volunteers from outside 
the state. Assigned as Mission Ser­
vice Corps volunteers through the 
North American Mission Board, 
they came to Oldham County in 
June 1996. 

Mrs. Reyes termed their Ken­
tucky experience ''beautiful," call­
ing it a blessing to see many chil­
dren born and be able to pray with 
their parents. 

She also is happy to have in­
stilled in Hispanic women a belief 
in their abilities, which she said can 
grow with propernurturing. Many 
□ See Reyeses raised ... , page 3 

More Southern B~ptist churches practice charismatic activity 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (ABP) 
-Despite recent attempts to stifle 
charismatic influences, a growing 
number of Southern Baptist Con­
vention-affiliated churches across 
the nation continue to practice such 
activities as casting out demons, 
anointing with oil and speaking in 
tongues. 

That might not sit well with Flor­
ida Baptists, who expelled three 
churches for neo-Pentecostalism in 
1996; in Missouri, where a charis­
matic church recently was voted out 
of its local Baptist association; or in 
Georgia, where a state Baptist con­
vention amendment to exclude 
churches involved in charismatic 
practices narrowly failed last No- • 
vember. 

Ironically, those involved in this 
growing movement say convention­
al charismatic labels don't accurate-

ly describe what they believe is include serving as past president of 
God's way of bringing renewal to the Tennessee Baptist Convention -
the nation's largest non-Catholic and chairman of the SBC Home 
faith group. (now North American) Mission 

This movement was celebrated Board. -
earlier this month in Chattanooga, "There's been a lot.of fascination 
Tenn., at Central Baptist Church's with spiritual gifts and manifesta-
"Fresh Oil and. tions, but this 
New Wine" con- ,,~ • ff~ movement is big-
ference. An esti- ~ Signs & ~ ~ ger than that," 
mated 2,000 peo- 1 _ - Phillips said. "I 
ple attended, in- \ : . - _ don't think it can 
eluding about 500 l ~, ~ ~ onders, be stopped, no mat-
Southern Baptist • ter how much peo-
pastors. . Charismofic acfivity in SBC churches -ple protest." __ 

Central' s Senior Dwain Miller 
Pastor Ron Phillips said he experi- agreed. The pastor of Second Bap,­
enced a life-changing encounter tist Church in El Dorado, Ark., was 
with the Holy Spirit in 1989. Sever- among the speakers at this year's 
al dozen churches are experiencing conference. He jQins such high-pro- _ 
a revival as a result of last year's file names as TV talk-show host 
inaugural conference, he added. James Robison, evangelist-author 

"'Charismatic' has become a la- Jack Taylor and charismatic Hous­
bel, and it's too narrow a word for _ ton pastor Wallace Henley. 
what God is doing," said Phillips, Miller traces the beginning of his 
whose denominational credentials spiritual renewal to three visits to 

Pensacola, Fla., where a revival 
broke out several years ago at 
Brownsville Assembly of God. 
Those trips helped strip away his 

.-prejudice and pride, he said, and 
helped him conclude that the great 
revival prophesied in the Old Testa­
ment book of Joel is for today. 

- Miller said he sensed the same spir­
it at last year's Fresh Oil and New 
Wine conference in Chattanooga. 

''The Holy Spirit peeled away lay­
ers of sin and disobedience in my heart 
and in the lives of our staff members," 
Miller said of the event. "He gave us 
a renewed vision." 

'Associate pastor Jerry Gay said he_ 
was healed of a ruptured disk at the 
conference. At first skeptical of what 
he was observing, Gay resisted an in­
vitation to stand for prayer after Tay: 
!or preached on healing. But the next 
morning during a seminar, Gay sud­
denly exclaimed that he could feel his 
arm and neck. 
□ See More SBC churches ... , page B 



·BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST BITS Baptist _doctors' group sends aid to· help Cuban churches 

■ The Baptist World 
Alliance is asking 

Baptists around the 
world to document 

instances of religious 
persecution so that the 

information can be sent 
to the United Nations for 

action. Forms for 
documentation are 

available from the BWA 
office at 6733 Curran St., 

McLean, VA 22101 and 
it will be posted on the 

BWA website, 
www.bwanet.org. 

■ Registration is 
available for missions 

day camp for children of 
parents attending the 

Southern Baptist 
Convention annual 

meeting in Atlanta June 
15-16. The camp costs 
$70, and registration is 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (BP)-Baptist 
doctors and dentists are taking advan­
tage of eased restrictions against Cuba 
to send medical supplies into the coun­
try and help churches in that commu-
nist nation. • 
• The Baptist Medical-Dental Fel­
lowship is collecting medical supplies, 
textbooks and witnessing tools to fill 
a 20-foot trailer for shipment in the 
next couple of months. 

"This is a great opportunity to es­
tablish relationships with the health 
professionals of Cuba," said James 
Williams, executive director of the 
fellowship, a group of 1,750 health 
professionals in 43 states and seven 
countries. • 

The U.S.-Cuban diplomatic front 
is easing, Williams said. The long­
standing U.S. embargo is still in place, 
he explained. However, "Our govern­
ment has opened up relations with 
Cuba that now make it possible to pro­
vide humanitarian assistance." 

A six-member fellowship team 
made a fact-finding trip to the coun­
try in November at the invitation of 
the Baptist Convention of Western 
Cuba. The Baptist volunteers met with 
100 Baptist health-care workers at 

Havana's McCall Baptist church and 
made stops at Cuban hospitals at the 
capital and Cienfuego on the western 
coast. 

"They have wonderfully trained 
he~lth-care workers, but nothing with 
which to practice their craft," said 
Charles Walker,. who led the group 
and is Baptist Student Union director 
at Louisiana State University's medi­
cal school. 

"The list of needs covered every­
thing from proper shoes and uniforms 
to medicines. and medical supplies," 
Walker said. 

Fred Loper, a Southern Baptist 
missionary through the North Ameri­
can Mission Board and another mem­
ber of the fact-finding team, noted, "It 
is very important to have a formal in­
vitation from Cuban Baptists and a 
willingness to work through the 
churches that are there." 

The fellowship is working cooper­
atively with the International Mission 
Board and the Florida Baptist Conven­
tion, Williams said. 

In 1997, the Baptist Convention of 
Western Cuba had 147 churches, 218 
missions and 13,528 members. 

Last March, Pr_esident Clinton 

eased some of the embargo's restric­
tions and allowed Cuban Americans 
to send up to $1,200 a year to family 
members in the island nation, while 
nonprofit organizations could begin 
sending medicine .. 

According to CNN, Clinton ex­
panded those allowances recently to . 
allow any U.S. citizen to send funds, 
resumption of direct mail, more flights 
and a streamlined process for groups 
seeking approval for a visit. 

"They're in a great need for sim­
ple medicine," said Walter Sandusky 
Jr., an orthodontist from Memphis, 
Tenn., who went on the fact-finding 
trip. 

The fellowship team took in 200 
pounds of antibiotics, vitamins and 
hygiene items like soap and tooth­
brushes under a U.S. permit for hue 
manitarian aid. 

"Life is hard for Cubans," Walker 
added. 

"Doctors don't have stethoscopes. 
Doctors don't have blood pressure 
cuffs," he said. "Go to an ear doctor 
and he'd write a prescription. But the 
pharmacist wouldn't have it, and the 
people couldn't buy or afford it." 

The ·20-foot container will go to the 

Baptist Convention of Western Cuba, 
which will pass it on to churches who 
will give the supplies to health pro­
fessionals. 

"We want the word to get out that 
Baptists have medicine," Walker said. 
"The specific intent is to share good 
news and strengthen Baptist church­
es." 

Restrictions against Christians also 
have eased in the communist nation. 
"They can preach in the churches," 
said Frank Moreno, the fellowship 
team's interpreter. "But they are not 
allowed to give tracts on the street or 
tell people publicly about Christ." 

Moreno, who has been to Cuba six 
times in the last two years, directs the 
Florida Baptist Convention's Hispan­
ic and international church-planting 
department. 

"For a number of years the Baptist 
people had felt alone in Cuba," 
Moreno said. "It is a joy to see a group 
of people from the BMDF helping in 
a very practical way and being con­
cerned about our brethren there." 

Por more information, call the Bap­
tist Medical-Dental Fellowship at 
(901) 227-5971 or e-mail to bmdf 
@compuserve.com. • 

limited to the first 200 
children. For more 

information, call LifeWay 
Christian Resources at 

(800) 254-2022, or visit 
the Internet site 

www.registration 
@lifeway.com. 

Group recalls seminary vote, urges-ecological work BWA adopts 
statement on 
at-risk children ■ Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary 
will host a ministry 

preview conference for 
prospective ministers 
April 22-24. The cost, 

including meals and 
two-nights' lodging, is 

$1 0 for singles and $15 
for married couples. For 

information, call (800) 
626-5525, ext. 4617. 

RICHMOND, Va. (ABP)- Mem­
bers of the Allaince of Baptists recent­
ly celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
a controversial vote to launch an in­
dependent seminary for moderate 
Southern Baptists and received a pa­
per encouraging ecological awareness 
by Christians. 

Meeting at its 13th annual convo­
cation, March 12-14, members re­
called the vote March 2, 1989, in 
Greenville, S.C.; to start Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary atRichmond. 

The school opened in 1991 with 31 
students in rented classrooms. Today 
it has 250 students, 14 elected faculty 
and occupies a permanent campus 
building purchased in 1995 and re­
cently remodeled into offices, class­
rooms and a dormitory. 

"There was strong disagreement, 
particularly from those associated 
with other seminaries in Southern 
Baptist life," said Tom Graves, BTSR 

, 
"Our last Apostle told better stories 

about his days with Jesus." 
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president who at the time was a pas­
tor in Charlotte, N.C., and chairman 
of a theological-education committee 
that presented the proposal. 

A group of moderates had formed 
the Alliance two years earlier to de­
fend principles they felt were under 
attack by conservatives then gaining 
control of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention. Among those concerns was 
a loss of "academic freedom" at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary after conservatives gained 
a majority on the North Carolina • 
school's trustee board in 1987. 

. The Alliance's board of directors 
responded by setting up a fund for al­
ternative theological education and 
appointing the seminary task force. 
Some moderates, however, argued 
that a new seminary was unnecessary, 
because other Southern Baptist semi­
naries were still controlled by moder­
ates, primarily Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Louisville. 

Over time, however, all six SBC 
seminaries went conservative, and a 
crop of·alternative theology schools 
emerged. Since the vote to establish 
the Richmond seminary, new semi­
naries o.r divinity schools have opened 
at Mercer, Baylor, Hardin-Simmons, 
Campbell, Gardner-Webb and Wake 
Forest universities and Baptist-studies 
programs at Duke, Emory, Texas 
Christian and American universities. 

Most of the new schools are sup­
ported by the Cooperative Baptist Fel-· 
lowship, another moderate Baptist 
splinter group that formed in 1991. 
With nearly 1,500 contributing 
churches, the Fellowship is larger and 
more g!:!ographically diverse than the 
older Alliance, which lists 115 affili­
ated churches and is strongest on the 
East Coast. 

The Alliance also has gained a rep­
utation as being the more liberal 
group, confronting issues including 
ecumenism and homosexuality, while 
the Fellowship has taken a centrist 

stance and emphasized traditional 
causes like missions and theological 
education. 

During the meeting, the group ac­
cepted a paper titled "Care for the 
Earth: An Invitation to Reflection and 
Action." 

It stated that ecology is not a social 
issue but a theological issue t'.- • 
should be a central concern for Chris­
tians. The 28-page report is the result 
ofa three-year study. 
• "The thesis of this report is that 

ecology is not another issue on which 
the church must focus, but rather it is 
.a central motif which must be inter­
woven into all areas of the church's 
thought, action, worship and spiritu­
ality for the church to minister effec­
tively in our time," Alliance member 
Herman Greene wrote in an introduc­
tory statement in the report. 

In other business, Alliance mem­
bers: 
_ ■ Authorized the president to ap­

point a "committee on ordination" to 
offer services to churches such as sit­
ting on ordination councils or assist­
ing in ordination services. 

Local associations usually offer 
such services, but some Alliance con­
gregations have poor relations with 
nearby, more conservative churches, 
officials said. 

WASHINGTON (BP)- The 
Baptist World Alliance. ~xecuti ve 
committee endorsed "The Ox­
ford Statement on Children at 
Risk" during its March 8-11 
meeting. 

The statement asks Christian 
churches _to be aware of problems 
facing children globally, to sup­
port 'prqgrams .to assist at-risk 
children and to pray regularly for . 
these children and their families. 
•. ,Recommended to tlie execu­

tive ·.con:umttee··by _the group's 
I' Baptist w qdd :4id committee, the 

Oxford 'Statement was adopted at 
a consultation on children at risk 
in Oxford, England, two years. 

L ago involving 51. representatives 
C from • 38 evangelical ministries 
f i: front Africa, Asia; Europe and . 
~ North arid South America.. .· 1 

Among UnitedN~tions statis~' 
tics on ~hildren citecfa): the BWA 
meeting: : , .. · • • ' . • 
: • ■ More thal).-3~poo children 

die every day from malnutrition. 
• ■ 40 milliori'babies die each 
year by abortion. , 

■ Authorized a team for formal di­
alogue with the United .Church of 1 

Christ to report findings and recom­
mendations at both Alliance and UCC 
meetings in 2001. 

• ■ 100 million children are 
abandoned each year; 10 million 
kids are sexually exploited. 

Among other challenges fac­
ing at-risk cl;lildrep. are drug and 
alcohol abuse, child slavery and 
lack of education, the BW A ex­
ecutive committee was told. 

■ Set the weekend after Easter as 
a fixed date for future convocations. 
Next year's meeting will be April 27-
29, in Austin, Texas. ' 
■ Approved Alliance endorse­

ment of military chaplains. 
■ Endorsed an upcoming PBS • 

program, "Facing the Truth with Bill 
Moyers," On South Africa's Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. 
■ Adopted a statement criticizing 

U.S. policy toward Cuba. • 

BW A has a booklet; "The 
Rights of the Child," detailing 
many of the problems children , 
face and relaying firsthand ac­
counts ofBW A visits to countries 
where children suffer, especially 
from war. It is available by call­
ing (703) 790-8980. 

"' 
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KENTUCKY 

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE Women listen to Alma Randolph sing at Porter Memorial Baptist Church in Lexington during the first of three 
women's lifestyle evangelism conferences. Nearly 1,500 women attended the three conferences March 15-16 in Lexington, Louisville 

• and Bowling Green. Pat Ashley, of Highland, Calif., shared humor and realities of her faith journey as well as the importance of listening 
to God daily. Ken and Beth Perkins, International Mission Board missionaries now on furlough at Georgetown College, presented their 
stories through both drama and personal testimonies. Conference sponsors included the Kentucky Baptist Convention's evangelism 
office, Kentucky Woman's Missionary Union, and the Woman's Auxiliary and Central District of the General Association of Baptists. 

_ • Reyeses raised awareness for· Hispanic work 
Continued from page 1 
of her pupils riow hold jobs or have mas­
tered English, something they once 
thought impossible. 

'They have a lot of potential if giv­
en the opportunity to explore it," she 
said. "What we've been able to bring to 
them is they can be whatever they want 
to be if they put forth the effort. 

"Most of all we loved the people 
because they're so friendly," she add­
ed. "I am sad to leave because we made 
many friends." 

When they ar­
rived in central Ken­
tucky, there were 
only two seasonal 
outreaches to Hispan­
ics. Today there are 
nine more missions, 
operating year-round. 

Attendance at 
weekly worship ser­
vices numbers ap­
proximately 150. 
Twice as many come The Reyeses 
during summer har-
vest season, according to Rick Lucas, 
chairman of the five-county North Cen­
tral Hispanic Regional Council. 

A seminary extension course Reyes 
started, which meets at Buckner Bap­
tist Church, is helping train leaders for 
these works. 

In addition, in the past three years 
the state's numberof Hispanic ministry 
workers quadrupled, from 4 to 16. 

Former area missionary Jesus 
Pachecho, pastor of Louisville's New 
Jerusalem Baptist Church, called the 
couple an inspiration. "Gus is a man of 
integrity," he said. "I had the opportuni­
ty to learn many things from him." 

Initially, churches were cold to his 
overtures, Reyes said. Many church 
leaders said the local Baptist association 
or regional council should start new 
works. 

But those feelings have shifted, he 
said, as Baptists came to realize immi­
grants from various Latin cultures need 
to know Christ. 

"I feel we're on the brink of a great 
revival in Kentucky, and I se_e that His­
panics are going to play a great part_ in 
it," he said. "My dream was to have a 
fellowship of Hispanic missi"ons meet­
ing once a year, like a state convention: 
But time ran out." 

However, the growth pattern seems 
likely to continue, 
said Tony Hough, 
leader of metropoli­
tan missions for the 
Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

• He estimates 
25,000migrantsenter 
the state each year, 
with 10 percent be­
coming permanent 
residents. More than 
50,000 Hispanics 
now call Kentucky 
home, he said. 

The contribution the Reyeses made 
to this increasing population was 
strengthening the ministry's teaching 
and discipleship programs, he said. 

Another volunteer who teaches chil­
dren's Bible classes and prepares His­
panic adults for that task, said the cou­
ple will be sorely missed. 

Kelly Thorn, also a teacher's aide at 
Crestwood Elementary, credited their 
background with giving them insights 
to Hispanic culture that Anglos lack. 
• They helped her through joint 
prayer, strategy sessions and emotional 
support, she added. 

'They've been so eager to serve 
God and share about Christ whenever • 
they can," Thorn said. "Gus is always 
telling what we're doing is God's 
work, and it should never depend on 
a person. But there will be a big emp-

ty place because of what they've 
meant to me." • 

Lucas, director of missions for Sul­
phur Fork Baptist Association, said their 
leadership has increased church and 
volunteer involvement in Hispanic min­
istry. · 

The Reyeses have trained leaders, 
met an untold number of ~FSonal needs 
and led many people to accept Christ as 
their personal Savior, he said. 

"Gus has a strong passion and drive 
for seeing folks come to the Lord," Lu­
cas said. "Gloria's been a big help, too, 
working with women's ministry. She 
has helped with English classes, sew- • 
ing and baking classes to help people 
adjust." , 

Plans for a replacement aren't com­
plete, although Lucas said they will rely 
on seminary extension students to fill 
the gap temporarily. 

- ''We have a good leader network. 
We just need someone to coordinate the 
work, especially at new sites," he said. 

Larry Martin, leader of the state's 
missions growth _team, said the Reyes­
es' success shows the value of Missions 
Service Corps volunteers as a missions 
strategy. 

Since mid-1996, other MSC volun­
teers have come from outside the state 
to work in Eastern Kentucky and at 
Oneida Baptist Institute, he said. "Gus 
and Gloria have been outstanding, ef­
fective missionaries," he said. 'They 
have a heart as big as Texas." 

When they first met, Reyes told 
Martin how his parents had migrated 
from Mexico to Texas, where someone 
led thein to accept Christ as Savior. The 
same thing happened with Mrs. Reyes' s 
parents. Now their three sons are all in­
volved in ministry. 

"He said, 'I can only imagine what 
God will do with three generations of 
my students in seminary extension 
(courses),"' Martin recalled. 

Kentucky Acteens among WMU 
. national panelists & Top Teens 

A Kentucky teenager has been named to the 1999 National 
Acteens Panel, and four others were chosen as Top Teens by 
the national Woman's Missionary Union. 

Alcott 

Gardner 

Pedigo 

Travis 

Selection for the eight-member 
national advisory panel is the highest 
honor possible for Acteens, a missions­
education organization for teenage girls. 

National Top Teens and -National 
Acteens Panelists will provide leadership 
in state ·and associational meetings 
throughout the coming year. 

Melissa Mahurin was named to the 
National Acteens Panel. Mahurin is a 
member of Westport Road Baptist 
Church in Louisville and senior at du Pont 
Manual High School. 

Active in Acteens for six years, she 
was a state Acteens panelist for 1997-98 
and was selected again to serve on the 
1998-99 Kentucky panel. 

Those chosen as national Top Teens 
are: 
■ Katie·Alcott, a me.mber cif First 

Baptist Church of Murray. Alcott is a 
junior at Murray High School and has 
been involved in Acteens for-five years. 
She was a state pan(llist in 1997-98. 
■ Charity Gardner, a me.irieer of First 

Baptist Church of.Shelbyvill:e: Garcfner is 
• a senior at Shelby County High School. -

She has been involved in Ac.t~ens for six 
years. She also was a Top Teen in 1998 
and is serving as a state panelist for 
1998-99. 
■ Zita Pedigo, a member.of 

Middleton Baptist Church. A,.bome­
schooled senior, Pedigo has been 
involved in Acteens for five years and 
was a Kentucky State panelist in 1997-
98. • 
■ Amy Travis, a member of First 

Baptist Church of Murray. A junior at 
Calloway County High School, Travis has 
been involved in Ac1eens for five years. 
She was a state paneltst in 1997-98. 

■ Conferences promote Hispanic Ministry. The Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's metropolitan missions department is 
sponsoring a series of conferences for people interested in 
learning the fundamentals of ministry to migrant workers. 
Conferences will be held March 27 at First Baptist Church of 
Sebree; April 1 O at Wickland Baptist Church in Bardstown; 
and April 24 at the Liberty Baptist Association office in 
Glasgow. All workshops begin at 10 a.m. and conclude at 2-
p.m. The workshops and lunch are free. For more 
information, call the KBC metropolitan missions department 
at (502) 254-4764 or (888) -254:5725. • 

■ Central Kentucky pastors organizing crusade.'Several 
Campbellsville-area pastors and laypeople recently announce_d 
the organization of the Central Kentucky Christian Celebration 

. for Christ with Bill Glass. The event will be held-Sept. 12-19 at 
the Taylor County High School football sfadium. Glass is a_ • 
former Pro Bowl defensive lineman.with'the Cleveland 
Browns· football team. After his football career; he entered 
vocational. Christian ministry, ,preaching at crusades and 
organizing pri~on.ministties. A kick-off banquet witbe held 
March 30. For information, call Brenda Allen at (502) 465-

• 7011. • • 
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OPINION 
in Christ, we are to be pitied more than 
all men" (1 Corinthians 15:19). 

Mark Cloys 
Bagdad 

Associations worked 
The materials for the 1999 Annie 

Armstrong Easter Offering are beau­
tiful and inspiring. I appreciate the 
focus on the associations. However, 

• at least four important 

fully kept missions-local, national 
and international-at the center of 
Baptist life. It has been in the associa­
tions where many great ideas have 
been translated into effective actions. 

In the past 50 years, several thou­
sand wonderful men and women have 
served as associational missionaries. 
I hope they will be thanked and hon­
ored as churches focus on the role of 
associations as full partners in the mis­
sions enterprise. 

Churches could 
increase giving 
by teaching 
personal finance 
By Doug Strader 

roles of associations in Gary Farley membership of 
the mission work of Carrollton, Ala. most Ken-
Southern Baptists were tucky Baptist 
negl~cted. Quiet please churches is 

First, 50 years ago ' composed of 
the Southern Baptist I just returned from the state Evan- - what sociolo-
Convention was still gelism Conference,. and I am both en- 1 1 gists refer to 
pretty much a regional ergized a)J.d disturbed. The lack of 

1 
1 

as members. 
denomination, serving courtesy and respect at our state meet- of the "build-
the Old South: When the ings has troubled me fo~ some time, er" . genera-
decision was made to and I can no longer be silent. , tion. That is 
spread out across North I am part of the K~ntucky B_aptist people who are 50 years of age 

America the leaders of the old Home Chorale, and as I sat m the chmr loft and older. 
Mission Board decided to deploy mis- tryi_ng to listen and enj~y l?e contri- The giving patterns of '.'build-
sionaries into the new states to work butlon of the Kentucky Smgmg Worn- ers" is different from the 
an area of several counties each,_ set- en, it was a struggle to hear them <?ver "boomers," "bu.sters" and "gen-
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Baptists have become a significant to th_e balcony f?r the re~amderof the giving most of the money to our 
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400 associational strategy team mis- ~ understand th~ need and opp_or- younger generations, specific 
sionaries in their force. Many missi- tumty for fellowship and conductmg planned steps must be taken. 
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declined. _ tJ jiJJ11phc1ty of the gold~n ~le? the money manag8hllint gurus m 

Second, a related strategy is devel- • The state conve~t10n 1s sever_al America today. Rece,ntly I .h<l,d 
opment of partnerships linking strong months away, and this er~e letter will • • ' the privilege to sit in a workshop 
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Celebrate Jesus 2000 
• The whole world seems to be gear­

iQg up for the year 2000. Whether they 
are caught up in planning to hunker 
down to s.urvive the Y2K 
computer bug or making ar­
rangements for the -largest 
New Year's Eve celebra­
tion ever, people seem to be 
mesmerized by the coming 
turn of the calendar page 
that will mark the 2000th 
anniversary of the birth of 
our Lord. 

For Christians, this fas­
cination means we have an Bill Mackey 
unprecedented opportunity 
to share our faith and help people 
come to know Jesus Christ as their 
pers0nal savior. A special plan to do 
just this is Celebrate Jesus 2000, an 
effort among a number of Christian 
groups and spearheaded by Southern 
Baptists to pray for and sh.are the gos­
pel with every person in North Amer­
ica by the end of 2000. Participating 
groups indude Campus Crusade, 
Promise Keepers, the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association- and the 
North American Mission Board. 

. The celebration is being organized 
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around four Ps-prayer, personal wit­
nessing, proclamation and preserva­
tion. Let me share how churches are 

using each of these strate­
gies: 
■ Prayer. Churches are 

organizing efforts to pray 
individually for every 
household in North Ameri­
ca. Every person deserves 
to have someone praying 
for their relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Some church­
es are using the telephone 
directory as a . guide for 
household praying. 

■ Personal Witnessing. Many 
churches·are developing action plans 
to share the gospel with every house­
hold in their local community. Here 
in Kentucky, Lexington-area church­
es have planned 40 days of prayer and 
witnessing before Easter 2000. In ad­
dition, six regional youth rallies have 
been planned by the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's evangelism growth 
team. Special New Testaments have 
been designed and will be used in 
training youth to share their faith. 
■ Proclamation.Crusades, reviv-

als, block parties, media advertising, 
special events, mission projects and 
vacation Bible schools all will be used 
to pr..oclaim the gospel. So far, about 
10 associational and regional crusades 
are being planned in Kentucky. As 
churches work together, crusades can 
build fellowship among Christians, 
impact the institutions of the commu­
nity, create a positive witness of co­
operation, gain visibility for the gos­
pel, raise the moral climate and open 
the door for many to come to faith in 

· Jesus Christ. 
■ Preservation. This fourth strat­

egy involves starting new Bible study 
units to help strengthen new members. 
It also includes starting strategically 
located new churches that focus on 
unreached people. 

Celebrate Jesus 2000 efforts in 
Kentucky are being coordinated 
through the KBC evangelism growth · 
team. I encourage Kentucky Baptists 
in every association and local commu­
nity to work with others in planning 
celebrations. This is a wonderful op- . 
portunity foi: churches to focus ener­
gy and resources on outreach and 
evangelism. 
Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

I Personal bankruptcies are at 
a record high ( 1 .4 million in June, 
1998). 

I Ninety percent ·of bankrupt­
cies are due to credit card abuse. 

I The average SBC family . 
gives 2.5 percent of their income 
to the church. 

I The average SBC family 
pays 500 percent more to inter­
est than they give to the church 
each year. 

Burkett also said that the av-· 
erage caller to his daily radio pro­
gr,arn has the following financial 
situation: 

I They owe $17,000 in credit 
card debt. 

I They owe another $20,000 
on cars, boats and other items. 

I They have a $120,000 home 
mortgage. 

It is evident that if the church 
can equip their families with per­
sonal money management skills, 
they will not only be ministering 
to them, but in the process enable 
them to give more money to the 
church, 
Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward­
ship department 
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Just how much should children 
know about the Easter Bunny? 
Q. What should I tell my children about the Easter Bunny? 

Like ChristmJ3s, Easter holds a special kind of magic for 
children. As parents, we don't have to deprive our children of 
the fun these celebrations bring. After all, enjoying the Easter 
Bunny can be part of the fun of being a child. 

The normal process of developme_nt will teach most 
children how to differentiate in the proper 
ways between what is real and what is 
not, and the Easter Bunny will take his 
proper place in the land of make-believe. 

At the same time, we have the 
responsibility of teaching our children the 
deeper meaning of-Easter and helping 
them learn the significance the "holy day" 
holds for our faith. Otherwise, in the 
process of hiding colored eggs, the true 
meaning of Easter can become hidden as well. 

Center your celebration of Easter on the resurrection of 
Jesus. Contrast the world's focus with our focus as 
Christians. Worship together. Consider attending a sunrise 
service. Give gifts in honor of Jesus. Let special, new "Easter" 
clothes be remind_ers of the new life he gives. 

Check your library for resources that contain background 
information on Easter traditions, like coloring eggs. Many of 
these traditions have a spiritual dimension that you can 
incorporate into your celebr~tion to help children better 
understand the meaning of Easter. 

Take advantage of the opportunities Easter provides to 
teach foundational truths about the Christian faith. With a little 
thought and extra work, our Easter celebrations can influence 
our children in positive ways and reflect the importance of the • 
resurrectionJn.our own lives.-David Garrard 

Q. I'm not sure what iny husband wants. When we 
disagree, I try not to argue because I don't want to be 
uncooperative. But someti,mes that makes him angry. I just 
want to get along and have a good marriage. 

All couples disagree and argue at times, some to the point 
of endangering their relationships. But sometimes in an effort 
to avoid marriage problems, couples will refrain from arguing 
about things that need to be addressed. This might be 
happening with your marriage. 

It is possible that you are trying so hard to cooperate that 
you communicate something to your husband that you do 
not intend. For instance, your husband might interpret your 
undue cooperation as your way of saying you don't care 
enough about the relationship to work on issues that are 
important to him. He might think you're just giving in without 
really seeing his point or understanding his feelings. It might 
seem to him that you don't think he is strong enough to hear 
criticism or another point of view. Any ofthe above might.be 
seen as your devaluation of him and of your relationship. -

It's also true that sometimes .it's harder to respect 
someone who won't stand up for himself or herself. By 
backing down tqo m_µc:h, you might be communicating that 
you don't think your opinions and feelings are worth much 
anyway. Eventually, he might feel the same. Rather than 
helping your marriage, you-might be working against having 
the kind of marriage you want. 

Talk to your husband openly about-the question you are 
asking here, and how he feels when you are too cooperative. I 
would then suggest that you not be afraid to disagree. Realize 
that your opinions deserve as much recognition as his. 

The goal should not be to refrain from all arguing, any 
mote than it shoµfd be to argue about everything. Rather, the 
goal should be to have a strong marriage; sometimes a 
certain amount of arguing is necessary to make that 
happen.-Susan Howell 
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade 
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in 
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 
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_ Couples living together need- ministry 
By Wayne Oates 

In 1970, estimates said 523,000 unmarried couples 
in the United States were living together. In March 1997, 
the Census Bureau reported that the figure had explod­
ed to 4.13 million cohabiting couples. 

Most of these couples are younger people. Many of 
them are divorced people. Many of them are grown sons _ 

lifestyle. It must be constructive and not condemnatory . 
A positive friendship and relationship, as in all re­

demptive caring, is the foundation for ministering to 
people made in the image of God and for whom Christ 
died. -

People living together are just that, and churches 
must find some way to reach ·out to them. But keep in 
mind, a condescending approach is worse than doing 

nothing. _ • or daughters _disillusioned with marriage 
from having been traumatized by their par­
ents'. divorce. 

But even a strong marriage is no guaran­
tee for future generations. Some people 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

Some-pastors already care for such cou­
ples in private conversation and counseling. 

Another suggestion for church leaders, . 

whose parents have stayed married for 50-70 years are 
living together, often after a divorce of their own. 

Bear in mind, though, not all couples who live to­
gether are young. Even retired people live together. 
They do not want social security, pensions and inherit­
ance to be disturbed. 

Some people live together a$ a "do-it-yourself' prep­
aration for marriage. Some estimates state that seven 
out of 10 couples live together before marriage. But the 
National Marriage Project of Rutgers University says 
that, contrary to popular belief, people who live togeth­
er before marriage are more likely to divorce than other 
couples. Project director Barbara Whitehead states that 
people who live together get into a pattern that works 
against having a loilg-term, committed relationship. 

To sgme readers this may seem to be a perfectly sec­
ular subject. In fact, little or no religious literature ex­
ists in America on couples living together. The litera­
ture used in Sunday school ignores it. Public discus­
sions in<thurch lectures, sermons and group discussions · 
are silent on living together or cohabitation without 
marriage. , 

Yet 80 percent of marriages are performed by pas­
tors, and they tell me that a large majority of those be­
ing married have lived together before marriage. But 
the topic, marriage and living together, is a taboo topic. 
Churches are silent on this matter. 

. Marriage is a life-long commitment, and living to­
gether is ordinarily a short-term commitment. Under 
God a commitment to each other is the heart and soul 
of a creative marriage. 

As communities of faith, churches can do something 
about caring for these coµples while not endorsing their 

What shall I do with Jesus? 

both lay and professional, is to form a con­
versational group to discuss the life situation needs of 
couples who live together without marriage. Through 
this, a church can get acquainte_d with unmarried cou­
ples' attitudes and actions and formulate an appropriate 
outreach strategy. • 

If you know couples who are living together or if 
members of the group do, you might privately inter­
view them as preparation for the group discussion. As­
sure them that their names will be kept private. • 

.A little ·later you can, if appropriate, invite them to 
the group without mentioning their living together. They_ 
might be willing to talk with the group about their life 
together. If they plan to talk publicly, the group should 
be alerted in advance to learn from these people and 
not lecture them. 

The Wayne Oates Institute has developed a resource 
on this subject. "The Care of Couples Living Together 
Without Marriage" is a CD-ROM of a 60-page manu­
script I wrote earlier. Contact the institute at (502) 459-
2307; e-mail Charlotte @Oates.org. 

The advantage of a group discussion is that it offers 
two-way, and not just one-way communication like a 
sermon. Hopefully, an atmosphere of welcome can be 
created that will attract living-together couples to the 
church. 

The best outcome would be for a group of living­
together couples to form in the church with a compas­
sionate leader who can work with them on a subject 
such as "Learning the meaning of _love and commit­
ment." 

Wayne Oates, a retired professor at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, is founder of the Wayne Dates Institute, a center for the 
study of spirituality, ethics and pastoral care in Louisville 

anything else?" _ 

By Steve Hadd~n 

"What shall I do, then, with Jesus who 
is called Christ?" Pilate asked. They 
all answered, "Crucify him!" (Mat­

"Have nothing to do with this just 
man." Of course, that option was like 
asking to share the remote control. 

Peter tried to dodge the personal 
bullet. He asked a question to the 
question, "What about John?" 

Jesus' response is still the same, 
"What's that to you? Follow me." 

thew 18:21) 

Twenty-five years 
ago my heart felt some­
thing it had never felt be­
fore. Her name was 
Brenda Joy Henderson. 
"What shall I do?" On 
Feb. 12, 1974, I decided 

. to ask the big question. 
"How would you like to 
spend a long time with . 
me?" Those were the best words I 
could find. 

Pilate had to decide. "What shall I 
do with Jesus?" Sooner or later we all 
must· face Jesus and decide. it ap­
peared on the surface that Jesus faced 
Pilate. In truth, Pilate was on trial. 

Consider the options Pilate faced: 
■ Release Jesus. It would have 

taken great courage to go against pop­
ular opinion. He chose to please the 
crowd and release Barabbas. 
■ Listen to his wife. She warned, 

■ Kill him or follow him. No one 
could make Pilate's choice for him. It 

was a personal decision 
even if it was a public 
decisi_on. The indecisive _ 
gesture of washing his 
hands and attempting to 
avoid his personal re­
sponsibility became his 
lasting legend. 

Now consider the op­
tions we face today: 
■ Respond like Ju­

das. He's in this same 
chapter of the Bible. We can choose 
to let the material things oflife matter 
more than Jesus. 
■ Prefer:_ the opinions of others. 

They chose Barabbas over Jesus. Do 
we ever prefer others over Jesus? 
When there's a conflict between what 
our boss wants and what God wants, 
whom do we endeavor to please? 
■ Avoid the question. At break­

fast on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
Jesus asked a personal question of 
Peter. "Do you love me more than 

What will we do with Jesus? Will 
we hide behind our stained glass win­
dows and insulate ourselves from the 
world's hurting masses? Will we 
study more and more about Jesus and 
practice less and less incamational 
Christianity? Will we focus on what 

• my church and my Christ do for me -
and mine? Or, will we concentrate on 
what my Christ and what my church 
can do for others? 

This is the tough part: It is easy to_ 
study Pilate and the cross, Jesus and 
the cross. It is another matter to focus 
on me and my cross. If we would fol­
low Jesus, we must personalize the 
cross as Paul did in 1 Corinthians 
15:31 and Galatians 2:20. 

Have you decided what you will 
do with Jesus in your 

• life? Study about him on 
Sunday, or serve him 
daily. It's a·big choice. 
Steve Hadden fs pastor of 
Crestwood Baptist Church 
·in Crestwood 
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" OPINION 
Grassroots 

Southern Baptists 
should question 

whether this third 
chapter in the new 
SBC is shaping up 

to feature the 
intensification of 
America's largest 

Protestant 
denomination as a 
political lobby and 

theological 
monolith. 

Chapter 3 in the new SBC 
By Mike Clingenpeel 

Life is lived in chapters. 
The first chapter in the new South­

ern Baptist Convention, which hap­
pened to coincide with the last chap­
ter of the old SBC, ran from 1979 to 
1990. During that decade Southern 
Baptists elected, albeit by narrow mar­
gins, to take a theological, ecclesiasti­
cal and political giant step to the right. 

Those outside the southeastern Unit­
ed States often argue that the name is 
a liability and push for a moniker that 
reflects more accurately the SBC' s 
geographic breadth. 

Over 25 years ago, similar talk oc­
curred in the old SBC. Wayne De­
honey, a former SBC president serv­
ing Louisville's Walnut Street Baptist 
Church, argued by analogy that Ken­
tucky Fried Chicken had outlets out­

With the victory came 
the privilege to name 
the SBC' s future. COMMENTARY 

s1de Kentucky, but it 
didn't change its name. 
The name had come to · 
stand for a specific The second chapter 

ended last year with the election of 
Paige Patterson, the movement's spir­
itual author, as SBC president. Chap­
ter 2 brought a new infrastructure to 
the SBC-fewer agencies, new names 
for those not eliminated, new faces in 
all of them and fresh commitment to 
an altered doctrinal statement. SBC 
moderates, unable to support the new 
SBC, began to create new structures 
themselves. 

No one knows what Chapter 3 will 
bring. But last month's meeting of the 
SBC Executive Committee in Nash­

. ville may hold some clues. 
For starters, the new SBC will re­

tain the old name. Southern Baptists 
are no longer a.regional denomination. 

Never heard that 
: Aft°'er reading the. letter on the opin- . 

,io'! page of the March 9, 1999, issue 
of the Western Recorder from Fred-

• erick Cardoza II in which he says: " ... 
having studied in three of our six sem­
inaries, I once sat at the feet of mod­
erate professors. Under their tutelage, 
.students were led to believe that ho­
mosexuality was a valid • 
lifestyle and that Jesus 
was not necessarily the 
only way to God," I feel 
very strongly that I too 
must give my opinion. 

From the fall of 1957 
to January 1961,_ l also 
sat at the feet of not 
"moderate" but "mar- • 
velous" teachers in our 
• Louisville seminary, and 
not once-not one sin­
gle time-did I ever hear even the 
slightest suggestion from any of them 
that "homosexuality was a-valid life­
style or that Jesus was not necessarily 
the only way to God." 

Now this leads me to believe that 
Frederick Cardoza II must have heard 
or misheard others than the God­
called and excellent teachers of the 
Scriptures like William Hull, Wayne 
Ward, Page Kelly, D.L. Moody, J.J. 
Owens and a host of others that tried 
to carry out the admonition of 2 Tim-
othy 2:15. _ 

Also in his letter he prays that Ken: 
neth Chafin in the future will not cast 
"seeds of discord among the breth­
ren." That began a long time ago when· 
Judge Paul Pressler and Paige Patter­
son teamed up to devise a plan to "cut 
the jugular" and drain the life blood 
from our SBC. According to Proverbs 
6:16-19, God "hates those who sow 
discord among brethren," but in my 
opinion Chafin is not, never has been 
and never will be among them! 

Hal Shipley 
Cadiz 

style of preparing chicken and a dis­
tinctive product, not its point of-ori-
gin. . 

Over the past 20 years, the SBC has 
come to identify a specific cluster of 
beliefs and practices, fundamental in 
nature. It attracts some, repels others, 
but as a high-profile religious corpo­
ration the SBC would be nuts to alter 
its name. Good decision .. 

More interesting is the way the new 
SBC has decided to allocate its mon­
ey. Two years ago, observers watched 
eager\y to see how the SBC Execu­
tive Committee would shift its budget 
now that agencies had been reduced 
from 19 to 12. Architects of the SBC's 
new structure vowed that a key rea-

Chafin misinforms 
Kenneth Chafin' s recent article on 

Southern Baptist leaders and Calvin­
ism abounded with misinformation. 

First, Chafin stated that Calvinism 
"strikes at the .heart of Southern Bap­
tist's historic commitment to world 
evangelism." What Chafin neglected 
to note is that most of the men who 

founded the SBC were 
Calvinists, and histori­
cally, when Calvinists 
have been in leadership 
roles in the convention, 
missionary support and 
evangelistic emphasis 
have increased. 

Second, Lewis 
Drummond, like Chafin, 
was a professor of evan­
gelism at Southern Sem-

• inary in recent decades. 
Like Paige Patterson, Drummond re-

. jected limited atonement. However, in 
"The Word of the Cross," Drummond 
stated, " .. ; to say the doctrine (Calvin­
ism) attenuates fervent evangelism is 
difficult to substantiate histqrically. 
On the contrary, most great revival 
movements, such as America's first 
Great Awakening, have grown out of 
theologically reformed thought, and it 
is true to the contemporary move­
ment." 

Third, many have attacked Al 
Mohler's Calvinism out of ignorance 
to the facts. Since he came to South­
ern, Mohler has founded the Billy 
Graham School of Missions, Evange­
lism and Church Growth; he has writ­
ten numerous articles on the impor- , 
tance of missions; he has hired pro- • 
fessors that keep students accountable • ' 
for sharing their faith; and he is chang­
ing the course curriculum so that per­
sonal evangelism will be the one class 
requirement for every student. Mohler 
might well be one of the most fervent 
supporters of evangelism in Southern 
Baptist life. 

6 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 23, 1999 

son for the move was to -get more 
money to "frontline missions and min-
istries." • 

Many people assumed.this meant 
a greater percentage of the new SBC' s 
money would go to the new North 
American Mission Board and Interna­
tional Mission Board, the agencies 
with ministry assignments to reach the 
United States and world for Christ. 

Not. In 1997 the SBC Executive 
Committee adopted a budget that re­
duced the percentage to NAMB, kept 
the IMB where it was and increased 
percentages going to the SBC' s semi­
naries, Executive Committee and Eth­
ics & Religious Liberty Commission. 
Officials called ita "transitional"· bud­
get that could be altered in future 
years. 

Two things are wrong with this. 
First, Baptist budgets have a way of 
becoming fixed. Place a program or 
ministry in your local church budget, 
let it stay there for two or three years, 
then try to reduce or remove it. The 
same is true for local, state or national 
denominational programs or minis-
tries. • 

Last month the percentages going 
to each agency in this "transitional" 
budget were again approved, leaving 
one to wonder whether NAMB and 
IMB ministries, supposedly the SBC' s 
frontline, will ever get a larger per-
,2 

n 

While at Southern, I have seen it 
shift from being a seedbed for liber0 

alism to being a place where both 
conservative and moderate views 
are presented and then evaluated 
according to Scripture. The only 
thing students are being "indoctri­
nated" with is the word of God. To 
remove funding from the SBC be­
cause of the misinformation of men 
like Chafin would only hurt one of 
the most successful evangelistic co­
operatives in history. 

Shawn Merithew 
Louisville 

We need a break 
It has been '"guess-timated" that 

about a third of Kentucky Baptists are 
"Calvinistic," about a third against 
"Calvinism" and about a third don't 
know the difference! • • 

Recorder readers are learning the 
term! A scholar like Ken Chafin (Feb. 
23) certainly knows our history. He 
knows that most signers of the 1845 
agreement forming the Southern Bap­
tist Convention were Particular .(Cal­
vinistic) Baptists, willing to work with 
others in evangelism and missions. He 
knows that Southern Seminary was 
founded on Particular principles, join­
ing with others in ministerial educa­
tion.-He knows that Dr. Mohler is go-

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

centage of the pie .. 
Second, while the restructuring 

plan gave the seminaries and Ethics 
& Religious Liberty Commission no 
change in their ministry assignment, 
both racked up hefty increases. For 
their money, Southern Baptists are 
getting, among other things, a daily ra­
dio talk show featuring commentary 
by the ERLC's president and an in­
tensified lobbying effort toward Re­
publican congressmen. Cut them back 
to a pre-1997 level. 

Are officials at NAMB and IMB . 
complaining about their piece of the 
new SBC's pie? Not publicly; maybe 
not even privately. Everyone, after all, 
is getting more money these days due 
to huge increases in CP over the past 
five years. But have you ever heard 
missions officials say they could not 
appoint more missionaries if they had 
more money?· . 

Grassroots Southern Baptists 
should question whether this third · 
chapter in the new SBC is shaping up 
to feature the intensification of Amer­
ica's largest Protestant denomination 
as a political lobby and theological 
monolith. • 

The new SBC. The name is famil­
iar, but where will its commitments be 
in 21C? • 
Mike Clingenpeel is editor of Virginia 
Baptists' Religious Herald. 

ing no further doctrinally than South-
ern' s Abstract. ,;111.1-. 

May we assume that the problem, 
is not the doctrine, but Dr. Mohler' s 
actions? If broader faculty diversity 
were still allowed, then who would 
complain? Does Dr. Chafin make his 
real point when he speaks of being 
"banned?" (So_me qonservatives have 
had that expenence!) 

One wonderful thing about being 
a Baptist: It's voluntary! No one (un­
less it was God) forced me to become 
a Baptist, a Southern Baptist or a Bi­
ble-believing Southern Baptist! Ifl'm 
willing to stay, who can keep me out? 
With today' s lack of discipline, few 
churches would exclude Arius, 
Arminius or Augustine once they 
were members. And "humanistic' '. 
e\:'.angelism wants them all to join! 

But given "priesthood of the be­
liever" and the fact of our diversity, 
wouldn't the Recorder be wise to let 
Al Mohler alone? I'm sure he doesn't 
need my defense, but we all need a 
break! What about a one-year mora­
torium (like the "Letters" require­
ment) on any personal attacks, to use 
the space for more of the excellent sto­
ries on what the Father is doing in the 
lives of Baptists of various persua­
sions? 

Charles Blair 
Clinton 
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Brentwood, Tenn. 
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7th Annual 

Georgetown 
Pastor's 

Conf ererice 
at the 

Leadership Center 
of 

Georgetown College 

Theme: 
Leading the 

Church into a 
New Millennium 

April 12-14, 1999 
(Monday evening­

Wednesday morning) 

Keynote Speaker: 
Charles Wade 

Bible Teacher: 
Mike Graves 

Other Speakers 
Greg Hunt 

. Ken Massey 
Michael Tutterow 

Closing Address: 
Will Campbell 

Registration fee: $ 50 

For information or 
registration, contact: 

Dwight Moody, 
Phone: (502) 863-7037 

Fax: (502) 868-8888; 
e-mail: 

dmoody0@george 
towncollege.edu 

Sponsored by·: 
Georgetown College 

400 East College Street 
Georgetown, Kentucky 

40324-1696 

William H. Crouch, Jr. 
President 

NATION 
Coalition plans $21 million voter drive 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- The 
Christian Coalition has announced a 
$21 million drive to distribute 75 
million voter guides and "energize" 
15 million Christian voters for the, 
2000 national elections. • 

"We are launching, effective to­
day, the most massive effort to mo­
bilize the grass roots in our history," 

. -coalition founder Pat Robertson said 
March 11, calling the initiative the 
most important in the Christian Co­
alition's 10-year history. 
_ "The United States is faced with 
one of the major elections of its his­
tory," he said. The next president 
will appoint three Supreme Court 
justices and 180 federal judges, 
Robertson predicted . 

The coalition group will seek to 
raise and spend the $21 million dur­
ing the next 20 months, he said. The 
agency will increase its paid field 
staff tenfold and. train 1.5 million 
"conservative activists who in tum 
will be responsible for 15 million 
energized voters," he added. 

Robertson called on lawmakers 
of both parties to "recognize that 
these voters that we are recruiting 
are concerned about the moral issues 
facing America. But beyond that, 
they have a concern for lower taxes~' 
they have a concern about the de-

fense of America, they are appalled 
at the question of giving nuclear se­
crets and technology to the Chi­
nese." 

He said the group's legislative 
priorities, expected to be announced 
soon, will include proposals that 
"we think will be appealing to the 
voters we are going to recruit." At 
the top of the agenda, he said, will 
be inequities in the current tax code. 

Robertson became president of 
the organization for a second time 
earlier this year after Don Hodel re­
signed from the post. 

While Robertson claims the Chris­
tian Coalition voter guides are nonpar­
tis.µi, he acknowledged that he favors 
Republican candidates. "Absolutely. 
There's no question about it," he said 
in an interview after the press confer­
ence. "Like it or not, the Republicans 
right now come much closer to the . 
evangelical moral positions on many 

• issues. That isn't to say that there are 
not some Democrats who are dedicat­
ed Christians." 

During the press conference, he • 
said any of the current Republican • 
presidential hopefuls "would be a lot 
more acceptable than Al Gore.". 

He also listed specific targets of the 
Christian Coalition's get-out-the-vote 
effort. Although the "strength of the 

~~~I 
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1999 
SENIOR ADULT CELEBRATIONS 

Five Kentucky Locations/Dates 

April 26 - Paducah 
Lone Oak First Baptist Church 

April 27 - Elizabethtown 
Severns Valley Baptist Church 

April 29 - Lexington 
Calvary Baptist Church 

" 

May 11 - Ashland ~ 
First Baptist Church 

Mayrene and Paul Bobbitt 
Drama and Music Leaders 

Common Call and 
-The Promise Quartet 

Musical Guests • 

May 18 -Williamsburg 
Cumberland College 

COST 
$6.00 for reservations made 2 1veeks 

prior to event; 
$7. 00 at door and j<Yr reservations 

made less than 2 weeks prior to event 
BOTH INCLUDE LUNCH 

For more information·, please contact: 
Family Ministry Department of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 

502-245-4101,ext.250 or 1-888-254-5704 
. E-mail: valerie_vincent@kybaptist.org 

coalition has been evident in the 
South," Robertson said, "we recog­
nize the crucial importance in five of 
the key swing states." He listed Ohio, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Michigan 
and Illinois. 

Robertson, a Southern Baptist, said 
he hopes Baptists will join the coali­
tion's efforts. 

Robertson said that he hoped "ev­
ery single Baptist church would be 
interested in distributing nonpartisan 
voter guides. We need to tum people 
out for the Christians around this na­
tion." 

He said the Southern Baptist Con­
vention might not be able to contrib­
ute directly to the c·ause, but suggest­
ed that several key leaders could help, 
including Bob Reccord, president of 
the North American Mission Board; 
Ed Young, pastor of Second Baptist 
Church of Houston, Texas; Jimmy 
Draper, president of Life Way Chris­
tian Resources; Adrian Rogers, pas­
tor of Bellevue Baptist Church in • 
Memphis; and Richard Land, presi­
dent of the Ethics & Religious Liber­
ty Commission. 

''This denomination is the biggest, 
and I think right now more active, in 
championing social moral issues than 
any group in the country;" Robertson 
said. 

MeetNASCARleuend 

Pat Robertson, a 
Southern Baptist, 
said he hopes 
Baptists will join 
the coalition's 
efforts. 

In the spring Issue 11 

RE 

Mentors for newlyweds 
Help for divorced parent. 
What makes kids whiners 

i lcnnanCtJ 
Ready for tax time 2000? 
Understanding insurance 

.,<f1.f/u,i%1::t,''!i i 
Cooking for a crowd 
Colorful gardening 
Festivals in Kentucky. 

The 
Owensboro 
native talks 
about the 
loss of his 
racing team, 
his new 
opportunities 
as a driver 
and the · 
lessons God 
taught him 
through it all. 
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ISSUES 
Charismatic movement leader draws admirers & critics 

"I think Ron is 
more balanced 

than is being 
perceived by some 
of the things he's 

doing." 
International Mission 

Board President Jerry 
Rankin 

By Ken Walker 
Staff Correspondent 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (ABP) 
-As the leader in what many con­
sider a revived charismatic move­
ment in the Southern Baptist Con­
vention, Ron Phillips has become a 
controversial figure. 

One of the points of contention 
is what he claims was an. unusual en- • 
counter with the Holy Spirit in 1989. 

In his book, "Vanquishing The 
Enemy," the pastor of Central Bap­
tist Church in Chattanooga, Tenn., 
claimed God spoke to him in an au­
dible voice in 1989 while attending 
a Southern Baptist conference in 
New Mexico. 

Phillips wrote that God led him 
to read Psalms 91-95, which came 
alive and turned his room into a 
sanctuary where the presence of 
Christ swept over him. 

Four years later, he received the 
"baptism of the Holy Spirit," which 
he now teaches is a spiritual gift val­
id for today. 

Such reports disturb many South­
ern Baptists, but Phillips retains ad­
mirers among traditionalists and 
charismatics alike. 

Before the 1998 "Fresh Oil and 
New Wine" conference at Phillips' 

church, Pastor Phil Hoskins had ago, after his wife had already suffered 
never seen people falling on the through four miscarriages. She didn't 
floor during worship. smile for a long time, Hoskins said, 

The pastor of Higher Ground and he fought depression and won­
Baptist Church in Kingsport, Tenn., dered if he could remain in ministry. 
said he saw it for the first time at the Months after the tragedy, he said, 
conference when a group of pastors he felt led to invite Phillips to speak at 
went to the front of the sanctuary for · his church. The scheduled four nights 
a special prayer. of services stretched into two weeks 

Hoskins said he told his music and registered 80 professions of faith. • 
minister then that he didn't under- One night at dinner, Phillips asked 
stand being his host what was 

"slain in the ''t"':: • t • .. · wrong, saying he 

~:::}~:i:::., t'~::Je:s ,;t,# §~;l~~ii; 
understand what's ered deacons around 
going on, but I'm Charismatic adivity in SBC churches Hoskins and his wife 
not attacking it,'" he and prayed against the 
recalled. "'I don't want to be guilty demons troubling them. 
of blaspheming the Holy Spirit."' "It was like someone lifted a trac-

N or should others spend their tor trailer from me," Hoskins said. "I 
time criticizing Phillips or Central fell on my knees and cried. God's 
Baptist Church, he said. Hoskins doing some unusual things at Central 
said he has encountered criticism for Baptist, but I won't say anything 
his association with the Chattanoo- against their ministry." 
ga pastor. But, he replied, "They Southern California pastor Richard 
need to direct their attention to Moore said he is thrilled with the im­
Southern Baptists who don't believe pact the Tennessee church has had on 
the Bible." . his life. 

Hoskins has a personal reason for After attending last spring' s con-
supporting Phillips. It involves the ference, Moore took his family to vis­
birth of a stillborn child three years it Central during summer vacation. 

When they returned home, his once­
shy son began writing songs and sing­
ing at various churches with his older 
sister. 

Moore, pastor of First Southern • 
Baptist Church in Holtville, Calif., re­
ported that other remarkable experi­
ences followed. 

• Last fall, his mother-in-law-suf­
fering from congestive heart failure­
collapsed during church. He sum­
moned several deacons, and they 
anointed her with 'oil and prayed for 
her healing. Later at the hospital, doc­
tors said her heart was fine, and her 
lungs looked clearer than they had in 
the past. 

'Tm seeing God changing hearts, 
and I think Ron's conference is chang­
ing minds," said Moore. "There is • 
probably such .an animosity against 
spiritual renewal. But it's been a won­
derful transformation." 

Other Southern Baptists, such as 
International Mission Board President 
Jerry Rankin, speak fondly of Phillips. 

"I think Ron is more balanced than 
is being perceived by some of the 
things he's doing," said Rankin, 
whose own experience with tongues 
came under scrutiny during his elec­
tion. "There's quite a lot. of other 
churches like that. They've been 
blessed, but they're not promoting it." 

More SBC churches practicing charismatic activity 
.3c1ttC/' "Utt CELEBRATIONS!"' • "11/1111111 1!}!}!} 

Continued from page 1 
"He was convinced then," Miller said. "It 

totally transformed his life." 
Similar unusual incidents continued last fall 

when Phillips visited El Dorado for a week of 
special services. Miller said 300 people were 
delivered from afflictions including addiction to 
crack cocaine, alcoholism, depression and 
fractured marriages. 

Before the Chattanooga pastor spoke the 
first night, one woman crumpled to the floor 
and lay there for 15 minutes. Her life was 
changed, Miller said, and "to this day she walks 
around with a glow on her face." 

"Nobody could deny it was God," he said. 
"That thrust our meetings into a sense of 
expectancy. We've experienced more growth 
and baptisms than we've seen in a long, long 
time." 

But the signs at Second Baptist haven't 
included tongues-a traditional litmus test for 
charismatic churches. Miller said he isn't 
opposed to glossolalia, but he tries to follow 
the apostle Paul's admonition to seek the giver 
instead of the gift. 

Tongues have also been missing from 
services at First Baptist Church of Shelbyville, 
Tenn. But Pastor Drew Hayes said his church 
began experiencing a turnaround in 1997, after 
he preached a 10-part series on the Holy Spirit. 
The church has added more than 200 people 
since then, 134 during the 1997-98 church year 
alone. 

Hayes said God also directed him to begin 
praying for heat1rrgs and miracles and to make 
First Baptist a house of prayer. The church also 
added a Sunday service featuring a praise 
band, raised hands and the kind of lively music 
that upsets traditionalists. 

"I think the (Fresh Oil) conference was 
further confirmation of what the Lord was 
already doing in our church and my life," he 
said . "It reawakened us to a move of the Holy 
Spirit in a way not often acknowledged by 
mainstream Southern Baptist churches." 

Hayes said Baptists and charismatics have a 
lot to· learn from each other. 

Of the newcomers at First Baptist of 
Shelbyville with church backgrounds, many are 
former Pentecostals. They lacked the kind of 
solid biblical training emphasized by Southern 
Baptists, Hayes said. 

But Hayes said Pentecostals engage in 
practices that are "indisputably" biblical. Such 
traditions as anointing with oil and praying for 
and believing in divine healing should be the 
norm in Southern Baptist churches, he said. 

"I can't imagine why any Southern Baptist 
church would not want to cultivate an atmosphere 
where that can happen," said Hayes, who said 
two members recently were healed of cancer and 
others were freed of depression or drug and 
alcohol addictions. "I never want to go back to 
traditional Southern Baptist worship." 

Nor does Phillips, even though he 
acknowledges the unusual atmosphere at Central 
Baptist has stirred up controversy among SBC 
pastors. 

Phillips' most recent book is distributed by the 
Church of God (Cleveland, Tenn.) publishing 
house, not Southern Baptists' LifeWay Christian 
Resources. 

"I've lost my pl~ce in line," he said, 
acknowledging the unpopularity of his stand. "But 
what more could people want than the fullness of 
the Spirit? There is a freedom that comes in 
knowing the Spirit and having an intimate 
relationship with him." 
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ISSUES 
Anti-charismatics 'hijacked' SBC history, pastor says 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (ABP) 
-At least one resource book esti­
mates that 20 pereent of all Baptists 
identify themselves as charismatic, but 
Southern Baptists have been per­
ceived largely as anti~charismatic. 

Ron Phillips insists that's only be­
cause the denomination's history was 
"hijacked" by "cessationists"-those 
who believe spiritual gifts, especially 
speaking in tongues and miracle heal­
ing, ceased long ago. 

Popularized by Scottish pastor J.N. 
Darby in the 1800s, this theological 
view gained wider support through 
C.I. Scofield's popular 1909 study 

.Bible: 
There is a growing network of SBC · 

pastors who say the spiritual gifts of 
glossolalia (the Greek word for speak­
ing in tongues) and divine healing are 
still valid for today, Phillips said. 

al state Baptist convention narrowly Billy Graham has endorsed tongues as 
defeated a measure that would have a spiritual gift-along with other so­
kicked out any congregation that "sep- called "charismatic" practices includ­
arates itself from historic Baptist te- ing divine healing and the laying on 
nets through non-biblical worship of hands.· 
practices and theology which encour- "As we approach the end of the 
age members to speak in tongues or age, I believe we will see a dramatic 
participate in the practice of 'being recurrence of signs and wonqers 
slain in the spirit,' or engage in wo~- which will demonstrate the power of 
ship practices that are divisive and dis- God to a skeptical world," Gtaham 
ruptive and which . wrote in his 1978 

exclude them- ,,t< .} _. • d ·• .. ·. 1/ b~o_k ,:'The Holy 

l~f~iili!::~ 1l¥¥~~Je:s ¾t~ :;;fi1i:1:~i~ 
torofCentral Baptist . . , spiritual _gifts, how-
Church in Chatta- Charismatic activity in SBC churches ever, recalling a 
nooga, Tenn., said friend who was di-
such signs and "manifestations" vinely healed and became so obsessed 
(speaking in tongues and healing) are with signs and wonders he took his 
not inconsistent with Baptists' histor- eyes off Jesus. 
ical roots. . Tongues in particular must be used 

-'Tm convinced Baptists are part of carefully, Graham wrote, because they 
a radical reformation," Phillips said, are the least important spiritual gift, 
adding, "There has never been a re- they are not a sign of salvation and 

charismatic teachings drilled into him 
by his former pastor. 

Like Phillips, Moore said readings 
of history helped change his mind. 
Learning about frontier-era evange­
lists, who s_aw outpourings of the Holy 
Spirit in their meetings, coupled with 
modem phenomena like charismatic­
led revivals in Toronto and Pensaco­
la, Fla., provided evidence he couldn't 
deny. "My heart began to open up, be­
cause I had read history." 

Despite his boast that everything 
happening in the well-publicized 
Pensacola revival also takes place at 
his church, Phillips doesn't cling to 
charismatic dogma. He requires that 
all of his church's deacons be Spirit­
filled. But after praying for them, he 
trusts God to fill them, saying a bold 
witness is as much a sign of the Holy 
Spirit as speaking in tongues. 

Still, he said, Southern Baptists 
must decide whether there's a place· 
at the table for people who are called 
charismatics. 

Even evangelist 
Billy Graham has 
endorsed tongues 

. as a spiritual 
gift-along with 
other so-called 
"charismatic" . 
practices including 
divine healing and 
the laying on of 
hands. 

According to the Dictionary of 
Pentecostal and Charismatic Move­
ments, 20 percent of ail Baptists con­
sider themselves charismatic or Pen­
tecostal. · 

. vival without manifestations." they can be easily abused. "This isn't a political entity," he 
said. "We don't have any fight in us 
for brothers. We're discipling people 
while teaching them about gifts. When 
people begin to move in the Spirit, 
Satan unleashes terrible forces, most­
ly from traditionalists and religion-

For proof of the tremendous oppo­
sition they face, Phillips points to 
Georgia. 

Last year messengers to the annu-

Southern Baptists have participat- Still, the potential for misuse alone 
ed in charismatic-style expressions in is not reason enough to abolish char­
the past, Phillips said, such as frontier ismatics from Southern Baptist life, 
revivals which, according to written advocates like Phillips argue. 
descriptions, featured ecstatic worship Richard Moore, pastor of First 
and people being slain in the Spirit,;1 Southern Baptist Church in Holtville, 

In this century, even evangelist Calif., formerly followed the anti- ists." • 
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YOUTBFEST lg)g} 

YOUTH EVANGELISM CONFERENCE 
June 18--19, 1999 
Starting Times (EDT): 
Friday 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. 

Rupp Arena 
Lexington. Kentucky 

• ... He .. :cancelled out 
the certif'icate of debt .. 
He has taken it out of 
the way, having nailed it 
to the cross.· 
Colossians 2: 13-14 

HOUSING INFORMATION COMING SOON. 

------------ ' ------ •• • ---- ----------- --- .. ~ ------·-- -------- --- ---- -----------
1 Registra:tion Fo.'lCmo 

: This fonn may be duplicated if you need more. 

Coolers, food, beverages, audio/video 
recording equipment and smoking 

are not allowed in the arena. 
Photography is pennitted. 

PLFASE PRINT. 

Church: _________ _ Contact Person: __________ _ 

Address: ___________ City ____ Sta_te:_Zip; __ _ 

Church Phone: ______ Home Phone: ______ FAX: ____ _ 

Number of People: ___ X $10 (postmarkedonorbeforeJune4) = $ ___ _ 

Payment is 
non-refundable. 

___ X $15 (after June 4) =$ __ _ 

Our special needs are: # __ seats for deaf interpretation ' # __ wheelchair accessible seats 

Make checks payable to the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
• Clip and mail regismion and payment to: YouthFest '99 

KBC Evangelism Growth Tham 
P.O. Box 43433 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 

----------------------------i.----------------··-----------------· -- ------------------- ---- ----- --------·---- ----------- -
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''We are not a 
relief agency that 

rushes in after a 
disaster, feeds 

people and then is 
gone in six 

weeks." 
John Cheyne, a longtime 

Africa missionary and 
developer of the 

International Mission 
Board's huma_n needs 

department 

-)E • 

MISSIONS 
Baptist relief work .merges ministry & evangelism 
By Chris Turner 
SBC International Mission Board 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- In Hon­
duras, Umberto Mayan picks through -
the mud looking for anything he can 
salvage from a 35-year-old business 

• that's been destroyed. At least he has 
the building. A raging river swept 
away his house. 

In the Dominican Republic, every­
thing Yolanda Abrea owns is soaked. 
Wind blew the tin from her roof, leav­
ing her belongings unprotected. She 
thanks God that everyone in her fam­
ily survived the 120-plus mph winds. 

How to help ' 
■ Up-to-date information 

about IMB hunger and relief min­
istries is available by calling 
(800) 866-3621, pressing _1, then 
pressing 6. 
■ Specific prayer requests are 

updated daily on the IMB Prayer­
Line, (800) 395-7729. 
■ Donations for the general 

relief fund can be mailed to: Of­
fice of Finance, International _ 
Mission Board, Box 6767, Rich­
mond, Va. 23230. 
■ Interested in v0lunteering 

for relief projects? Call (800) 
888-8657. 

In Bangladesh, thousands of fami­
lies crowd the embankment of an ele­
vated dirt road cutting across endless 
miles of water. Floods have destroyed 
millions of homes, and the road is the 
only dry refuge. 

MEETING NEEDS Kentucky volunteer O.D. Boyd (left) checks well water for contamination ■ Information about minis­
tries, prayer requests and vohin-­
teer needs also is available from 
the IMB Internet web site, 
www.imb.org. 

The list goes on. Earthquake vic­
tims dig out in Bolivia. War refugees 
fight for survival in Bosnia. At least 
five countries in South America ex­
perienced severe flooding due to 
months of El Nino rain. Drought in 
West Africa is causing famine. 

_ as Bengali Baptist worker observes. Boyd and four other Kentucky volunteers tested 
water last year after thousands of tu/)e wells were submerged by flooding in Bangladesh. 
Such ministries to human needs create opportunities to share Christianity with people 
who are suffering physically. (BP photo by Roy Burroughs) 

Creation is groaning, and millions 
of people feel the effects. 

In the midst of these tragedies, 
Southern Baptists and their Interna­
tional Mission Board representatives 
are following the example of Jesus by 
presenting the hope of the gospel as 
they minister to human needs. • 

"Ministry ·and evanJtelism are not 
one and the same," said Bill Cashion, 
director of the volunteers in missions 
department at the International Mis­
sion Board and formerly the director 
of human needs. "But to separate the 
two is biblically abnormal. I think our 
Lord is the example of balance in 
Luke 10:9. The Christian minister is 
also an evangelist." 

John Cheyne, a longtime Africa 
missionary and developer of the 
IMB' s human needs department, 
agreed. • 

"Meeting human needs is not a 
means to an end but is a part of our 
total concern for a lost world," he said. 
"But we should be overt in our wit­
ness. No other religion in the world 
gives people hope like Christianity 
does. We must share the hope of sal- , 
vation in Christ with those we minis­
ter to." 

Opportunities for both ministry 
and evangelism were plentiful in 
1998. The IMB responded with relief 
in the wake of disasters that struck 
nearly every continent. Requests for 
human needs ministry funds rose 115 
percent. The· demands depleted the 
general needs fund, used for such 
items as blankets, roofing materials 

and medicine. 
But Southern Baptists responded. 

After the flooding in Bangladesh and 
Hurricane Georges swept across the 
Caribbean, word went out to Baptists 
concerning the need for funds to help 
in general relief. In a six-week peri­
od, more than $400,000 was received 
by the IMB for use in disaster re­
sponse. 

"We are not a relief agency that 
rushes in after a disaster, feeds people 
and then is gone in six weeks," Chey­
ne said. "We are in it for the long haul. 
We have missionary personnel living 
in the places where these disasters take 
place. They have a network with the 
local churches and oftentimes with 
key governmental leaders. We need 
simply to trust our missionaries be­
cause our most effective means of 
meeting needs is through their net­
works." 

The way Southern Baptists re­
spond to disasters often is the key to 
unlocking a door a missionary has 
been trying to open for years. _ 

Missionaries Larry Johnson-and 
Ken Bowie had tried for years to reach 
the mountain people near Cajamarca, 
Peru, with the gospel. But it was after 
wells drilled by Southern Baptists pro­
vided clean drinking water during the 
cholera epidemic of 1991 that resi­
dents began to respond to the message 
of Christianity, a movement that con­
tinues eight years later. 

Sometimes the response occurs 
faster. Irt July, a group of medical stu­
dents from the University of Texas 
Medical School in Galveston worked 
with in1ssionary Sam Jones in the 
mount~ins near Olanchito, Honduras. 

Ring in Year 2000 'Down Under' 
Dr. Gerald McNeely will host a tour to BaptistWorld 
Congress, Melbourne, Australia, Dec. 29, 1999-Jan. 
11, 2000. Two days in New Zealand, then Australia's 
tourist attractions, including colorful "Outback." 
Optional tours available during Baptist World 
Congress. Also, you could extend after Jan. 11. Ask 
about early bird discount. Call (502) 244-3759 for 
more information. 

Fourteen people accepted Christ as 
their personal Savior during a clinic 
and formed the foundation of a new 
church start. 

Three months later, after Mitch 
ravaged that area of the country, the 
gfoup of new believers shared half the 
food they'd received from Southern 
Baptists with a neighboring commu­
nity where there was no church. Al­
most immediately, 49 people began 
regular Bible study and several have 
become Christians. 

The International Mission Board 

and Southern Baptists have been min­
istering to human needs since medi­
cal doctors went to China more than 
I 00 years ago. With such a rich tradi­
tion, Cheyne said Southern Baptists 
should capitalize on what they do best. 

"In terms of wh6;we1 are, ... I'd say 
that we do a superior job in terms of 
our purpose for being, and that is min­
istry to the wholedTl'an,'' he said. 
"Jesus was always concerned about 
the dignity of people. But he always 
taught them spiritual things as well, all 
to the glory of the Father." 

Getting away from time to time 
I awoke to the gentle light of 

early morning. As I began to get 
my thoughts together, I walked to 
the window of my room and 
looked out at the first rays of light 
reflecting on the waters of 
Jonathan Creek on Kentucky 
Lake. 

What a beautiful sight! I 
thought to myself, "Since I have 

If you need a personal retreat 
time, call our offices at Cedarmore 
or Jonathan Creek. You're welcome 
to come stay with us at either place. 
At Jonathan Creek we'll put you in 
Gray Motel on the lakefront side: 
At Cedarmore you can have your 
pick of rooms in Boone Lodge. If 
you need to come during the week, 
we won't have food service, but at 

no official office ad­
dress, I need to make a 
lakefr~nt room at Gray 
Motel at Jonathan Creek 
my official office site." 
The view is gorgeous, 
and on this . spring-like 
morning I was deeply 
touched by the presence 
of God. I turned on my 
coffee maker and sat 
down to spend some 
time with God and en­

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

either place you can get 
to town in a matter of 15 
minutes or so. 

joy the early morning. Rusty Ellison 

The charge will be 
nominal. When I first 
thought about providing 
this service, I was going 
to do so at no cost, but I 
got talked out of that. So 
for about $12-15 per 
night, you can come stay 
a couple,of nights with us 
during the week. Please 
understand that we are 
-offering this as a minis­It was .a great way to - -

i start the day, and I decided that 
morning that at both Jonathan 
Creek and Cedarmore we need to 
make our facilities available to min­
isters who feel the need to just get 
away for a -couple of days. Minis­
ters might need to study, to seek 
God, to rest, to recover, to rejuv~-

-nate, to experience renewal. What­
ever the cause of the need or the 
desire, ministers need a place they 
can go and be alone from time to 
time. And we want to provide such 
a place. 

try in and of itself. We're going to 
try this for a while and see how it 
works. We're not trying to make 
money on this, just meet out costs. 
Hopeful! y, some of you reading this 
will take us up on our offer. 

Come stay with us and experi­
ence God's rest and peace in a great 
setting at Jonathan Creek or Cedar -
more. 
Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 
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MISSIONS 
Missionaries: Honduras relief may help start 100 churches I 
By Mark Kelly _ 
SBC International Mission Board 

TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras 
(BP)-As many as 100 churches 
will be started this year because of 
Southern Baptists' response after 
Hurricane Mitch devastated Hondu­
ras last fall, according to mi_ssionar­
ies in the Central American country. 

Three associations of Baptist 
churches have seen 19 congrega­
tions planted since the hurricane, ac­
cording to Sam Jones ·and Larry El­
liott, two career missionaries work­

. ing in Honduras through the South-
ern Baptist International Mission 
Board. 

Mitch killed more than 5,600 
people and left more than 200,000 
people homeless in late October and 
early November. 

"We are in the midst of one of 
the most powerful revivals I have 
ever experienced," Elliott said. 

Southern Baptist volunteers are 
helping IMB _missionaries and Hon­
duran Baptists with relief projects 
that range from road clearing and 
bridge building to house reconstruc­
tion and garden plots .. The result has 
been hundreds of people accepting 
Christ as SaMiQWQ}i:l churches being 
started in isolated co_mrp.unities that 

_ previously had no acces_s -to the 
• Christian memr<ili,ge. 

__ N.ow. _H9ndqran, B~ptjs_ts are 
working hard to train pastors to lead 
the new congregations that resulted, 
Jones said. 

Ru Story-Huffman 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College Public Ser- · 
vices Librarian Ru Story-Huffman 
recently had her second book, "New­
bery on the Net," published by High­
Smith Press. Her first book, "Nurs­
ery Rhyme Time," also was pub­
lished by HighSrnith. 

Newbery refers to the Newbery 

First Baptist Church of Lake 
Charles, La., is helping pay for on­
field Bible training for new- pastors 
in Upper Aguan Baptist Association, 
where 28 churches have been start­
ed in the past 24 months-seven of 
them since the hurricane, Jones said. 
All but one of the 28 pastors is un~ 
salaried, and most are mentoring 
laymen to lead congregations being 
organized in remote communities 
with little, if any, Christian presence. 

In Progreso Baptist Association, 
an ambitious garden project will 
serve as a food supply for a whole 
community, Elliott said. Texas Bap­
tist Men are providing plastic pipe 
for an irrigation project. 

Bulldozer time has been rented to 
open a road into a region four­
wheel-drive vehicles couldn't reach 
even before the hurricane. "For the 
first time, a vast area will be exposed 
to vehicular transportation and the 
penetration of the gospel," Elliott 
noted. 

He recalled one pastor-who crossed 
two ,ehest-_deep rivers to reach people 
who made decisions for Christ during 
food distribution efforts late last year. 

"That pa!,tor said, 11 people have 
accepted Christ and continually b~g1 
him to come help them;" Elliott saifui 
"With tears in his eyes, he told us there"' 
are just too many new Christians ask-

- ing for his help for him to meet a)!L 
their ne~d§,__ , _ _ _ __._ -.. _ , .. : .. , 

''When we helped-him·see he has 
already begun a new congregation in 
that community, he was overcome to 

services librarian, Story-Huffman is 
·a contributing editor for the Academ­
ic Exchange Quarterly, a journal pub0 

lished for tMchers, librarians and par­
ents. She also reviews books for an 
electronic newsletter for librarians ti­
tled "Libres." 

Story-Huffman is married to 
Charles Huffman, chairman of Cum­
berland College's psychology depart­

Award, presented annual­
ly to recognize the previ­
ous year's _most distin­
guished book for older 
children. Story-Huffman's 
book features activities 
based on 21 Newbery 
Award-winning books. A 
"learning quest'' is provid­
ed for each of the books. 
Each learning quest in­
cludes a series of questions 
and provides a list of se­

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

ment. They have three 
children-Joe, Seth and 
Elizabeth: 

Cumberland College 
continues to move toward 
making the wonders of 
modem technology avail­
able to our students, facul­
ty and staff. Our campus 
is networked, and our li­
brary is online so students 
can search our holdings as 
well as tie in to other re-

lected websites children can visit to 
complete their quest. The book is 
designed not just for teachers, but also 
for parents and others who are inter­
ested in helping children discover the 
joys ofliterature. 

Story-Huffman said she wrote the 
book because she wanted to integrate 
the best in children's literature and 
the technology of the Internet. She 
loves both children's literature and 
.web research and wanted to combine 
these two in a way that would inter­
est children and enhance their learn­
ing and research skills. 

In addition to serving as public 

sources. E-mail facilitates communi­
cation between students, faculty and 
staff. 

We will not, however, allow tech­
nology to become a substitute for 
personal contact between human be­
ings in and out of the classroom. Our 
philosophy is that technology can 

• enhance our students' learning and 
provide more frequent and more in­
depth conversations between people 
so that we all can learn more. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the re­
ligion department at Cumberland Col­
lege, 6000 College Station Dr., Will­
iamsburg, Ky. 40769 
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the point that he buried his head ii;i his 
hands and wept for several min_utes,'.' 
Elliott said. _ 

Despite the massive needs for re­
construction, Jones said God is able 
to meet the needs. He also said he be­
lieves God's people will take advan­
tage of this opportunity to share the 
love of Christ with people who have 
n_e,y~r experieni;:egA : ,. ,~ ;\'. 

"We need you to pray as:never 
before that the Lord will provide the 
necessary funds and volunteers to 

make this massive reconstruction pos­
sible," l;J.e said. "Pray that the expres­
sions of love in helping people put 
their lives back together will result in 
many coming to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ and in many more new church-
es in the coming year: • 

"I believe Hurricane Mitch has giv­
en· us an open door to say -to the tens 
of thousan~ of l:ID!eached people ~n _ 
the last frontiers of Honduras that 
Jesus is.alive in the hearts. of his peo-

-pie," he said. • • 

Support 'lifeline' HB 671 
Our eldest moved out recently 

: to take ori the world. He finished 
high school , worked for mo~t of a 
year and decided to r6turn to Vir- : 
ginia where friends and the love 
of his life reside. · _ _ • . _ 

I agree with Bill Cosby '.that ·a 
primary goal as parents is to rear __ 
our children and get them out 6f 
the house. We want them to be in­

that my son has family who love 
him whom he can call on when he 
finds himself in a tight spot. _ 

Some Kentucky foster children 
have no family support of any 
kind. To add insult to injury, some 
then lose public support, too. 

Why? Because public money 
for foster children who do not go 
directly to college ends at that 

magical 18th birthday. dependent and ·happy , 
and to stand ori their 
own as we do. 

Getting our son out 
and on his own has not 
taken a village, but it 
sure has taken money, 
time, frustration and 
plenty of mixed emo­

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Imagine life at 18 w_ith 
no help from mom, dad, 
siblings or grandparents. 
Then "the system" that 
has cared for you for so 

tions . 
Crossing that fragile 

bridge from dependence 
to independence does 
not seem to come as 

• long is also gone. The 
world must seem a pretty 
cold, cruel place. 

easily as it did for me. I Bill Smithwick 

That is why House 
Bill 671 is so important. 
It would extend indepen­
dent living services, lim­
ited -supervision and oth­
er support to foster chil­
dren until they are 21. It hope and pray my -boy 

makes it. Not just because we 
want the guest room back, but so 
he can grow as an adult in the eyes 
of society and God. 

Now think about how difficult 
this same rite of passage is for 
children in the foster care system. 
Try as we do to prepare children 
in KBHC's care to pack up and 
move across the great divide, in 
many respects they are no more 
ready to leave the nest than my 
child or yours . The difference is 

means a lifeline for these vulnera­
ble kids. 

The next time you write your 
representatives in Congress, ask 
them to support HB 671. Many of 
today's youth struggling to become _ 
tomorrow's adults will thank you. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHCs Internet address is: http:// 
www. iglou.comlkbhc/ 

DETERMINED TO.HELP 
Flood waters left by 
Hurricane Mitch delayed 
missionary David Harms -
from getting relief to 
hundreds of people who 
lost their homes in this 
rural area along the 
northern coast of 
Honduras. But even the 
flood waters didn't stop 
him. As many as 100 
churches will be started 
this year because Southern 
Baptists responded with 

• compassion after the storm 
devastated Honduras, 
Southern Baptist 

_ missionaries say. (BP 
photo by Warren Johnson) 
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FAMILY 
Writer: Praying helps families 
do more ,han stay together._ 

Same-sex _marriage issue not going away 
NASHVILLE (BP)-Families that pray together do more 

than just stay together, according to the chairwoman of the 
National Day of Prayer task force. 

Praying families "lay hold of the very power of God to 
cope with the challenges of daily living," Shirley Dobson 
writes in the April issue of Homelife, a family magazine 
published by LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 

"Mealtime and bedtime prayers are a great starting 
point," writes Dobson,.wife of Focus on ihe Family head 
James Dobson. "But they're only the first step." 

Among her.suggestions for establishing more in-depth 
family prayer: 
■ Keep a journal ·of prayer requests. "Occasionally read 

, back over former needs and concerns to- refresh your 
memory and jump start prayers of thanksgiving," Dobson 
adds. • 
■ Set regular times for family prayer gatherings. 
■ Pray alciud together. That is "the best way for young 

children to learn the 'mechanics' of effective prayer," 

By Karen Willoughby 
Northwest Baptist Witness 

HONOLULU (BP)-Same-sex 
marriage is an issue that won't go 
away, according to opponents who 
continue to monitor and oppose the 
concept on the state and national 
levels. 

"The push for gay marriages is all 
about public acceptance of what 
God calls an abo.mination," said Art 
Croney, director of the Committee 
on Moral Concerns in California_. 
"They don't need marriage. They 
crave public acceptance. They want 
society to tell them they're OK." 

A 1990s judicial process liberal­
ized by the "make love not war" ex­
cesses of the 1960s is helping the 
homosexual agenda, according to 
Barrett Duke, spokesman for the . 
Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious 
Liberties Commission. 

Dobson writes. "With children, prayers can be sung, staged, ., 
.. danced, painted, drawn-the possibilities are practically 
• limitless! • 

"Unfortunately, there is consid­
erable judicial activism today," 
Duke said. "Many of these justices 
developed their thoughts about these 
issues in the 1960s, when they were 
exposed to many liberal ideas in 
what were their formative years ... . 
The person who gets to determine 
the interpretation gets to determine 
what's in and what's out." 

"Families that pray together are committed, 
communicative, loving and built upon th·e one firm 
foundation," she states. "Their health and wholeness shine 
like lights in a rapidly darkening and dysfunctional world. 
Their eyes are open to realities that others refuse to see; 

The same-sex marriage issue first 
arose in 1970 in California, when 
the Los Angeles county clerk-af­
ter receiving numerous inquiries 
from homosexual couples wanting 
marriage licenses.:._requested that 
the state legislature tighten ihe law. 

they walk hand in hand. with Christ through a larger, more • 
wondrous world'tMn some are capable of imagining." 

A 'booklet on t<The power of Family Prayer" is available 
from the National Day of Prayer offices at (800) 444-8828. 
The cost is $4. This yea(sJ\Jational Day of Prayer ·is May _6. 

You just never know 
One may think that with 400 students to care 

for, we have little time to know each one's partic­
ular needs and personality. While some students 
are less noticeable than others, we seek every day 

• to recognize each one as an individual.-Every stu-
dent has unique needs and interests. •. 

One of the keys to Oneida's success over the 
years has been not only the diversity of activities 
we offer but also the fact that students. are not "cut" 
from programs because of a lack of ability. Students 

- homesickness. With some, it is barely noticeable. 
For others, their sad faces and tears indicate they 
are having a very difficult time adjusting. 

• I watched this young lady closely for several 
days for signs of homesickness. I was delighted 
when I learned she had signed up to work on the 
farm and join the agriculture ·program. Nearly 
every day I would see her making her way to the 
farm or returning to the dorm. 

As she was from a very large city, I knew she 
are encouraged to explore their potential 
to the fullest with the understanding that 
if they decide to quit or try something 
else, it will be their choice, not because 
we "cut" them because they did not mea-

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

had little if any contact with farming. 
Every time I asked her how she was 
doing and if she liked working on the 
farm, she always would smile and say, 
"I love it!" 

sure up to some st~dard. _ 
Some students find art, music or dra­

ma meet their own personal needs for 
expression. Many discover fulfillment 
in one of a dozen or more athletic teams 
available. Still others find landscaping, 
horticulture or agriculture a special 
learning adventure. 

This past Wednesday evening as we 

This young lady came to .us as an 
average student aca1emically. It is a lit­
tle too early to tell, but it appears she is 
going to be a very good student for us 
and may e_ven make honor roll her first 
quarter. She is getting along well in tqe 
dormitory and seems to have lots_ of 
friends. 

were having a baptism service, I was Bill Whittaker 
We were told that she was having a 

problem at home with her attitude and 
had been arguing and back talking. reminded of several special things about 

our students and this ministry. A young lady came 
to us Jan. 3 from a single parent family. The cus­
todial parent could not make the trip to our school 

. for orientation and erirollment because of health 
problems. We normally would never enroll a stu­
dent if her parent could not attend the orientation 
and enrollment process. As you know, life.is full 
of exceptions, and we made one in this case. 

One of the primary reasons for requiring par­
ents to attend orientation is to make them aware 
of the problems their children might incur. The 
most immediate and critical concern is homesick­
ness. Most of our students go through a period of 

Frankly, we have not seen any evidence of these 
problems, and we could ·not be happier with her 
attitude and adjustment 

Another concern we always have is for stu­
dents' ·spiritual well-being. Will they come with 
open hearts and minds, or will they have contempt 
for any reference to their spiritual well-being? 
With this young lady, we were able to sow seed 
on "good ground," as she was baptized two 
months to the day after arriving on our campus. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, P. 0. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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From there it spread to court cas­
es in several states, including Ken­
tucky in 1973. In 1975, Arizona's 
state legislature passed an emergen­
cy bill defining marriage as possi­
ble only between one man and one. 
woman. Two years later, California 
added similar language to its mar­
riage definition. 

The issue was relatively quiet for 
more than a dozen years before it 
rose again in the early 1990s. In 
1993, Hawaii took center stage 
when three same-sex couples 
claimed discrimination for not being · 
allowed to marry. 

The issue of same-sex marriage 
finally appeared on Hawaii and 
Alaska ballots last November. Near­
ly 70 percent of the voters in both 
states affirmed constitutional initia­
tives limiting marriage to one man 
and one woman, but that doesn't 
settle the matter. 

The Hawaii Supreme Court still 
can issue a ruling on a case that has 
worked its way through the state 
courts. 

In Washington, legislators passed 
federal legislation, but such action re­
quires states also to define marriage 
as between a man and a woman. 
y The federal Defense of Marriage 

Act was passed by Congress .and 
signed into law by President Clinton 
in September 1996. 
• It defines marriage as the "legal 

union of one man and one woman as 
hu,sband and wife" and also stipulates 
that no state can be required to recog­
nize same-sex marriages from other 

states. 
But the catch is that DOMA only 

protects states that have passed laws 
taking the same stance. 

To date, 29 states, including Ken­
tucky, ·have passed such laws, begin­
ning with Hawaii in 1994 and Utah in 
1995. 

Meanwhile, a ruling in Oregon, 
now before the state's supreme court, 
would require state and local govern­
ments in Oregon to grant such bene­
fits to same-sex couples. 

"The decision in Oregon was very 
discouraging for this very reason," 
said Bill Duncan, associate director of 
the Marriage Law Project in Washing­
ton. "It gives another tool to those who 
would like to see marriage benefits for 
same-sex couples." 

Duke and Duncan said it is possi­
ble, if not probable, that same-sex 
marriage could become a legal reality 
in the United States within two gener­
ations. 

"I think we' re seeing the first fruits 
of a broader interpretation of accept­
able sexual relationships," Duke said. 
"As long as college and university stu­
dents are subjected to the kinds of 
messages they're receiving today in 
the average college _and university, the 
current debate wil\ ,sontinue." 

Said Duncan, ·'Tm not sure how 
long we can hold this off. I think un­
less we work harder to strengthen the 
traditional definition of marriage and 
unless we are able to exemplify the 
value of marriage between a man and 
a woman, it will be hard to resist at­
tacks on traditional marriage." 

North American missions 
Your gifts to the Annie Arm­

strong North American Mission 
Offering provjde support for 1982 
alumnus Mike York and his wife 
Carolyn, recently appointed mis­
sionaries by_ the North American 
Mission Board. 

York is a church starter strate­
gist with the West Virginia Con­
vention of Southern Baptists f9r 
the five counties of 
southwest West Virgin­
ia-,-Mingo, Logan, 
Boomi, Wyoming and 
McDowell. 

This coal fields area 
has 18 South~i-n Baptist 
churches, 'most of them 
small and struggling. 
"Please pray for us in 
this God-sized task," 
York requests. 

I am constantly im­
. pressed with our alum­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

and his 59-year-old mother who 
died of a heart attack upon learn­

. ing of her son,' s death. 
- York tells about -an experience 

during a recent trip to his new as­
signment: "I went to nearby Chief 
Logan State Park, and just before 
dark I saw a man and his wife feed­
ing deer with sliced bread and feed 
com. They told me there were hun-

dreds of deer starving to 
death because of the lack 
of acorns and hickory 
nuts last year. Dozens of 
deer came out for the 
food: Many of them were 
just skin and bones. 

"The man acknowl-

ni, and York has dem- W.F. Underwood 

• edged that feeding the 
deer was illegal, but he 
was compelled to do it 
anyhow. 'They can fine 
me or lock me up if they 
_want to,' he said. 'I can't 
stand to see these crea-

j onstrated strong faith in 
·· the adequacy of Christ and a will­
ingness to wait on his leadership. 
After years of dedicated ministry 
in two previous churches, York 
resigned without another call and 
waited cin God's direction. • 

These' interim times included 
growth and service. In January, he 
became interim pastor at Feds 
Creek church in Pike County. One 
of his last responsibilities was a 
double funeral for a 41-year-old 
man killed in a mining accident 

tures starve.' 
"My prayer is to be just as de­

termined to share God's word as the 
man in the park was to feed the deer. 
Please pray for the many lost souls 
in our new mission field that we will 
be able to reach them for Christ and 

• start churches to help them grow in 
the Lord." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 

'.J' 



Leadership for a Changing Church: 
Charting the Shape of the River. Rob­
ert Dale. Abingdon Press, 1998. 124 
pages. $14.95 ♦♦♦♦ {Out of five) 

And Also With You: Duncan Gray and 
the American Dilemma. Will Camp­
bell. Providence House Publishers. 
1997. 274 pages. $26.95 ♦♦♦♦♦ 

Mark Twain, in "Life on theMissis- "And also with you," is the expect-
sippi," wrote that after hearing a river- ed response to the ancient call "The • 
boat captain explain all the perils, tricks Lord be with you." With that response 
and difficulties of navigating the Mis- playing in the background, Campbell 
sissippi River, he despaired of ever tells the story of Duncan Gray, Epis­
learning how to master the task. The ri- copal bishop of Mississippi and chan­
verboat captain said, "You only learn cell or of the University, of the South. 
the shape of the river, and you learn it Campbell writes about his good 
with such absolute certainty that you can friend not only to pay' tribute to him, 
always steer by the shape that's in your but also to show the impact of a life 
head, and never mind the one that's be- lived true to conviction. Campbell also 
fore your eyes." • pens one of the best state-

Robert Dale uses this as a UOD{DJ D. DAU men ts ever made on the 
parable for ch~ch le~dership I ,:',(ll"i•:.;]iii.rmn A "American Dilemma" -
m the new rrullenruum. He ril i ·1rr11· 11r race. 
contends that with the rapid Ulllllb lib . Campbell, showing 
pace of change, leaders will [If Ull[ _;.," • again he is a master story-
grow more frustrated trying . • teller, wptes of Gray, a re-
to anticipate and/or respond spected leader for civil 
to the constantly shifting en- rights in the South, against 
vironment. [!~~~~ the backdrop of America's 

Picking up on the advice c...c.....c-c._ wrestling with race. Gray's 
of the riverboat captain, Dale 1e.-=.::=:..==..:::....0£J ministry includes being pas­
maintains that effective church leaders tor in Oxford, Miss., when James 
mustfix the shape ofthechurch's-mis- Meredith' entered "Ole Miss" as the 
sion and purpose finnly in their minds, first black student. This is · where the 
and then lead from the direction and story begins. 
meaning it provides. But very soon, Campbell introduc-

In fact, Dale argues we should mcive es another story-that of the Univer­
from a leadership model of 0making sity Greys, a group -of University of 
things" to "making sense." The "lead- Mississippi students who fought to the 
er' s first resp&hsipi,lity is to defme real- death in defense of the Confederacy:, 
ity." Effective leaders in a post-modem Campbell skillfully weaves the tvl'o 
world will see themselves more as stories together to show both Gray and 
"meaning-makers" than as managers or "the Greys" putting their lives on the 

. aqmi_11istrator\. readership for the line over the American dilemma. This 
ch'urch 'of the -z 1st century \vill ' oe is another superb wi;)rk from a niari 
viewed primarily as a "perfonning art" whose writing includes parable, his­
dedicated to building comrpunity, build- tory, novel, memoir and · sermons. 

• ing teams and providing anchors. Val- Campbell's lifelong commitment to 
ues, versatility and vision are thewatch- civil rights puts him in a unique place 
wordsforeffectiveleadershipina world to comment, throug4, Gray, and .the 
ofrapid change. Greysi stories, on race in America. • 
, Dale not. ~11ly chalknges thereader . , Readers will find this book unfor-
to consider th~ need, for changing pat- gettable because of the stories ~Id, the 
terns of leadership; he offers practical intriguing interweaving of the two sto­
guides for living ~ut, this feadership ries and the questions _raised about 
style. Jim Holladay ' - ' ,I • race in America today. Wayne Hager 

: I I 
Team Spirituality: A· Guide for Staff 
and Church. William Carter. 1997: 
Abingdon Press. 160 pages. ♦♦♦♦ 

Like Robert Dale, William Carter 
understands the leadership task to be 
more about creating meaning than ful­
filling certain prescribed tasks. 

In describing the primary function of 
the church staff, he writes, " ... the staff 
exists to ensure that the body will al­
ways be renewing itself in the spirit and 

oping the spiritual gifts of staff and lay 
leadership, but he provides practical 
help through assessment tools . .Jim 
Holladay 

The Christian's Handbook on Conflict 
Resolution: Biblical Principles for ., 
Restoring and Preventing Broken 
Relationships. Greg Sumii. Provi­
dence House Publishers, 1998. 52 
pages. $9.'95 ♦♦ 

image of Jesus Christ its head." Spiri- First the positive: Someone recog­
tual formation is the key concern for nized that Christians need a book on 
those in church leadership positions. conflict resolution. 

If the church is to meet the challeng- Now the negative: This isn't the 
es facing it today and tomor- ~---'---~ book to use. 
row, Carter argues we must Summi is correct to 
shiftourperspectiveonman- write that conflict in the 
agement. Rather than coordi- lives of Christians and in 
nating calendars, administer- churches is at an epidemic 
ing programs and managing • • proportion. This is evi-
the minutiae, staff must un- . •. denced as denominations 
derstand its most significant • fight internally, churches 
contribution will be "admin- ' AGuidefor fire staff at the drop of a hat 
istering the gifts" present sraffaiuta,uro, and the divorce rate for 
wit_hin the staff and congre- WllLIM\) CARTER- Christians is as ?igh as the 
gation. • • 1 general populat10n. Surely 

Carter begins by focusing on em- . we can yvork to put into practice what 
ployed church staff. He maintains that shouid happen in Christ-recoricilia­
they must attend to their own personal tion with God and each other. 
and corporate spiritual development. He But Sumii fails to provide a re­
challenges us to remember that staff in- source that helps individuals and 
eludes not only the "ministerial staff," church leaders move to reconciliation. 
but also the secretarial support staff as • Wishing to provide a simple guide, 
well as the custodial staff. All need to Sumii provides a simplistic guide . 
be involv~d in regular staff develop- While wishing to not encumber the 
ment, because all have a role to play in reader with too much psychological 
thespiritualgrowthanddevelopmentof jargon, there is not enough back­
thechurch. ground to adequately understand the 

But Carter moves beyond paid'staff various situ-:ltiQns he describes. _While 
to reinihd us · thaf volunteer program desiring to address both :,elittionship 
.leaders also constitute part of the lead- and ~hurch conflicts, his W<:Jrk on .c.on; , 
ership team. Attention should be paid, flicts ih the church'1is sigtrifrcaiitly 
not only to the way they are tectuited more useful than the section on con-

. and placed, but to their on-going spiri- flicts in personal relationships. 
tual development. Some suggested steps at reconc_ili-

The crucial contribution Carter ation are valid. At best, the book can 
makes to the whole leadership develop- be used by a church leader who can, 
ment conversation is his focus on ·spiri- with studied discernment, pull · out 
tual fonnation within the congr¢~ation. some qf the useful parts while not. ex­
He not OJl.lY reminds us 11,iafwe must posing .a group tp the overall project. 
pay attention to discovering an~clevel- Wayne Hager • ' 

•1 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
'in Louisville. Holladay 
a~d Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

·~: ~rlT 

'Divine Conspiracy' qhosen as 
top book by Christianity Today 

r, •• . , ' ' ·, 
.'9 

I' •,!( WHEATON, Ill.' (RNS)-Christianity Today has chosen 
"The Divine· Conspiracy: Rediscovering Our Hidden Life in 
God" as its 1999 Book of the Year. • 

The book was written by Dallas Willard, a professor at the 
University of Southern California's School-of Philosophy. It 
looks at foundational questions of Christian faith and identity, 
addressing biblical teaching, popular culture and spiritual 

_,_ 

• - -~ ,-

J"ES(IS Tiff/Eh' OUT "1Lt TlfE M0NEY•CI./ANGE/fS AIYf> STALL·H0(f>O?S -
TO TIie HORROR Or THE l'RIESTS, WHO TIIR/Ycl) ON TIIE TRIM£. 

~ --- ...., 1w.w-_,. . .:: _ JUSL?aw .. w1111',J¥ii:t21, 

CARTOON BIBLE Broadman & Holman Publishers has released a Bible designed in comic strip format to entice teenagers. B&H, the 
trade book division of the Southern Baptist Convention's Life Way Christian Resources, purchased the rights from a British publishing 
firm to sell the Graphic Bible in North America and Canada. The Graphic Bible's artist is well-known British illustrator Jeff Anderson, 
who has worked for Marvel UK and drawn the DC comic character Judge Dredd. "Once I became a Christian, this just seemed like a 

• dream project," said Anderson. who worked on the Graphic Bible project more than five years. The Graphic Bible is divided into about . 
100 biblical episodes, from the Creation to John's vision_ of Jesus' second coming. 

practice. • • 
• · The other top five titles in the evangelical Christian 
magazine's "Top 25"1ist,are: • • 
■ . '.'After Heaven: Spirituality in Ame_rica Since the 1950s" 

:' · by Robert Wuthnow; , • _·. , ,·. · • 
• iii "The Dying of the Light TheDisengagem~nt of Colleges 

& Universities From Their Christian Churches" by James , 
Tunsteiid Burtchaell. 
■ "Belief in God. in an Age of Science" by John 

Polkinghorne. • 
■ "By the Renewing of Your Minds: T.~~ Pastoral Function 

of Christian Doctdne" by Ellen Charry. 
. ■ "After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the 

Trinity" by Miroslav Volf. , 
The 1999 awards were chosen based on ballots sent to 

scholars, pastors; writers and other church leaders. The 
winners will be honored. in the April 26 edition of the 
magazine, which is its annual books issue. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 
partnerships with 

Baptists in New England, 
Poland and Tanzania: 

■ Urgent:Jive tq seven 
volunteers are needed 

May 4-17 to remodel a_ 
church building in Elk, 

Poland. Contact KBC 
partnership office for 

information. 

■ Missionary Mark 
Edworthy as he balances 

the responsibilities of 
Polish mission 

coordinator and 
seminary dean. 

■ Ministries at Colby 
College in Waterville, 

Maine, and the 
University of Southern 
Maine in Portland and 

Gorham. 

■ Missionary chi ldren 
who attend the 

International School of 
Moshi, Tanzania. "Like 

other international 
• schools, (the school) is 
filled witti many different 

religions," writes 
missionary Jennifer 

Maupin. 

■ People who have 
moved from rural 

Tanzania to the city of 
Mwanza. "Squatters 

have stripped the trees 
. away and built small 

mud and rock huts on all 
the hillsides," creating 

villages filled with 
squalor, write 

missionaries Paul and 
Gail Hamline. Pray for 

the missionaries as they 
. climb the hills to lead 

Bible studies. 

PEOPLE ·· 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton . . 

' . . '···•, 

■ GREENSBURG- Greensburg 
Church will host revival services 
March 28-April 1, 6:30 p.m. Daryl 
Jesse will be the evangelist. For in­
formation, call (502) 932-4990. Ty 
Clenney is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Cedar Creek 
Church will present "At the Name 
of Jesus," an Easter cantata, March 
27 and 28, 7 p.m. Mike Eicher is 
music director. 

Davis Memorial Church will 

present the Easter cantata, "Written 
in Red," March 28, 4 p.m. A recep­
tion will follow. For information, 
call (502) 491-6083. Wes Brock­
way is pastor. 

Hazelwood Church called Chad 
Wilkin as youth minister and San­
dra War:d as children's minister. 
Hilton Davis is pastor. 

St. Matthews Church will host rec 
vival services March 28-31. Lincoln 
Bingham, pastor of St. Paul's Mis• 

sio_nary Church, Louisville, will be 
the evangelist. For information, call 
(502) 896-8882. Leslie Hollon is 
pastor . . 
■ MARION- John Ray Baker re­
signed as pastor of Sulphur Springs, 
effective Ap1'il 11, to become pas­
tor of Grangertown Church in Stur-
gis . . 
■ OWENSBORO- Sorgho Church 
will celebrate its 115th anniversary 
March 28. Former pastors are invit­
ed, and the Dulcimer Society will 
provide special music. For informa­
tion, call (502) 771 -4782. Dennis 
_McFadden is pastor. 
■ SEBREE-First Church called 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Davis Memorial is 

seeking. a part-time church secretary. 
Inquiries should be sent to Wes Brock­
way, (502)491-6083. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to: Search Com­
mittee, Grace Baptist Church, 811 Bry­
an Ave., Lexington, KY 40505. 
. SEEKING: Unity Baptist Church 
of Stephensburg is seeking a part-time 
ministerto children and youth. We are. 
a small rural church located 10 miles 
west of Elizabethtown. Send resume to 
Pastor Roger McGuffin, Fife Lane, 
Cecilia, KY 42724. 

SEEKING: Christian education di­
.rector. 20 hours/week. Oversee church 
school program (Kindergarten-adult). 
Work with and train teachers. Coordi­
nate other activities: Must be present cin 
Sunday mornings. Contact: Fr. Micha­
el Pearson, St. Luke's Ghurch, P.O. Box 
23336, Anchorage, KY 40223. Tele­
phone: (502) 245-8827. 
• SEEKING: Full-time accounts 

payable bookkeeper for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. Position requires 3- . 
5 years of related experience. Comput­
er, spreadsheet and word processing 
skills a must. College study in business 
preferred. Attractive compensation 
package. Send resume and references 
to: Director of Accounting Services 
Department, P.O. Box 43433, Louis­
ville, KY 40253-0433. No phone calls 
please. 

WANTED: Energetic person to 
work in the youth ministry of growing 
church: Part-time position available as 
youth director. Send resume and picture 
to: Buena Vista Baptist Church, Youth 
Minister Search Committee, 2924 Ply­
mouth Place, Owensboro, KY 42303. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music, Bullittsburg Baptist Church of 
Burlington, Ky. Resumes may be sent 
to: BulliUsburg Baptist Church, 2616 
Bullittsburg Church Road, Burlington, 
KY 41005, Attn: Music Search Com­
mittee. Phone: (800) 537-0786. 

SEEKING: Children's ministry in- • 
tern; June 1-Aug. 6; 30 hours/week. 
College or seminary students in minis­
try-related field. Send resume prior to 
April 15 to: Belinda Berry, P.O. Box 
130, Elizabethtown, KY 42702-0130, 
or e-mail: belinda@severns valley .org. 

SEEKING: Pastor/church secre­
tary. Applicants must have proficient 
computer skills, ability to perform ad­
ministrative tasks, people skills, and be 
willing to strictly adhere to the confi­
dentiality of such a position. Applicants 
should send resumes to: Broadway Bap­
tist Church, 4000 Brownsboro Road, 
Louisville, KY 40207, Attn: Roger . 
Lamb. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor for education and administration . 
for young, growing church in a rapidly 
growing community. Send resume and/ 

• or recommendations to: Dr. Eric Go­
forth, senior pastor, Chancellor Baptist 
Church, 11324 Gordon Road, Freder­
icksburg, VA 22407, or e-mail: 
egoforth@juno.com. 

SEEKING: Muldoon Road Baptist 
Church in AI!chorage, Ak., a commu­
nity-minded church with a blended 
worship style, is searching for a full­
time outreach and music minister. Send 
resume that includes outreach programs 
you have been involved with in the past, 
as well as a tape to: Mark J arvey, Search 
·committee chair, c/o Muldoon Road 
Baptist Church, 382 Muldoon Road, 
Anchorage, AK 99504. Office: (907) 
333-9558; fax: (907) 338-4842.. 

SEEKING: Minister of student life. 
Vale, agrowing, pwpose-driven (SBC) 
church in a prosperous university com­
munity in central Illinios, is seeking an 
energetic team builder who has a sense 
of humor and a passion for youth to lead 
our students, parents and youth leaders 
in a seeker-sensitive student ministry. 
Send resume by April 20 to: Vicki Law­
son, Vale Baptist Church, 1304 Mor­
rissey Drive, Bloomington, IL 61701 , 
or fax to: (309) 662-8558, or e-mail to: 
Vale BC 1 @aol.com. . 

SEEKING: Part-time youth and 
children's minister for Burk's Branch 
Baptist in Shelbyville, Ky. Also look­
ing for used church pews. Contact: 
Steve Price, 1120 Harrington Mill 
Road, Shelbyville, KY 40065. Phone: 
(502) 663-5954. 

SEEKING: Floyd County-area 
church seeking part-time worship. lead­
er to lead the choir and congregation in 
meaningful worship and praise. Direct 
inquiries to: (606) 874-9468, or to: 
FBC,P.O.Box541, Allen, KY 41601. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
youth for _a conservative, traditional 
Southern Baptist church family. Send 
resume and/or inquiries to:_Mitchells­
burg Baptist Church, P.O. Box 147, 
Mitchellsburg, KY 40452-0147, Attn: 
Personnel Committee. 

SEEKING: Walnut Street Baptist 
Church is currently seeking individual 
to fill part-time pianist position. Send 
resume to: Chris Kihn, Walnut Street 
Baptist Church, Suite A, 1143 S. Third 
St.,Louisville, KY 40203. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church at 5610 US Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking a part­
time children's minister. If you feel God 
is calling you to this area to work with 
children, send resume to: Ms. Bryan, 
530 Alfa Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601. 

• SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Worthington, Ky., is seeking a bivoca­
tional youth pastor to build youth pro­
gram from the ground up. Primary re­
sponsibilities are for grades 7- 12. Pre.­
vious experience in a Southern Baptist 
Church preferred; a burden for youth 
ministry is required. If led by the Lord 
to reply, send resume, including your 
statement of faith to: Youth Pastor 
Search Committee, P.O. Box 368, Wor­
thington, KY 41183. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Middlesboro is accepting resumes for 
senior pastor. First Baptist Church of 
Middlesboro is a progressive, mid-sized 
church aligned with the Southern Bap­
tist Convention, the Cooperative Bap­
ti§t Fellowship and the American Bap­
tist Churches, U.S.A'. Please send re­
sumes to: Charles E. Sigrrion Jr., secre­
tary, Pulpit Committee, P.O. Drawer 
428, Middlesboro, KY 40965. 

SEEKING: The Board of Trustees 
of Carson-Newman College, a nation­
ally recognized, private, liberal arts col- _ 
lege, strongly committed to its Baptist 
heritage, seeks a president to ssucceed 
Dr. J. Cordell Maddox, who is retiring 
after 22 years of exemplary service. 
Located in Jefferson City, Tenn., with 
a full-time faculty of about 120 and 
some 2,300students, Carson-Newman 
College offers degre'es in 60 majors, 
including graduate degrees in education . 
and nursing, and an associate degree in 
Christian ministries. Fully accredited by 
the Southern As~ociation of Colleges 
and Schools;Carson-Newman College 
emphasizes academic excellence with­
in a supportive Christian environment 
expressed through innovative teaching 
and advising, scholarly and creative 
works, mentoring of students and ser­
vice to the Appalachian region. The suc­
cessful candidate will be an individual 
of integrity, wisdom, courage and vi­
sion, with significant senior-level.ad­
ministrative experience, a thorough 
knowledge of higher education, ability 
to articulate the importance of Christian 
values in today's higher education cur~ 
riculum, effective fund-raising skills, 

. and a thorough knowledge of planning 
and finance. Application materials con-

• sisting of a letter describing interest and 
experience, a curriculum vitae, and the 
names, addresses and phone numbers of 
five references will be accepted imme­
diately with review to begin April 1, 
1999. The successful candidate will be­
gin service Aug. 1, 1999. Inquiries, 
nominations and applications should be 
sent in confidence to: Dr. Marvin Cam­
eron, chair, Presidential Search Com­
mittee, P.O. Box 557, Carson-Newman 
College, Jefferson City, TN 37760. _ 
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Laura Lee Steiner as minister of 
music and Steve Steiner as minis­
ter of yol!th and children. Bob Har­

. dison is pastor. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-David 
Wells, minister of education/out­
reach at- First Church, was called to 
also serve as minister of music. Rich 
Lloyd is pastor. 
■ STEARNS- Morgan Kerr was 
called as pastor of First Church. He 
recently resigned as pastor of Sand­
ers Church in Sanders . 
■ WORTHINGTON- First Church 
celebrated its 50th anniversary Feb. 
12. Mark Turoer is pastor. 

SEEKING: Second-Ponce de Leon 
Baptist Church of Atlanta, Ga., is seek­
ing a minister with children. This per­
son will serye as one of 12 pastoral staff 
team ministry equippers. SPdL is a 
3,600-member congregation in north 
Atlanta, drawing people from 108 ZIP 
codes throughout the metro region. Of­
fering both traditional and contempo­
rary approaches to worship, SPdL of­
fers its members the choice to support 
missions and ministries through either 
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship or 
the Southern Baptist Convention, and 
ordains women and men to the diacon­
ate. Applicants should have a seminary 
degree, professional expe1ience in Bap­
tist congregational leadership with chil­
dren's ministry, awareness of the con­
temporary challenges facing children 
and their families, and a desire to build 
a team of children's teachers andJead­
ers. Resumes with references should be 

• sent to: Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist . 
Church, Minister with Children Search 
Committee, 2715 Peachtree Road NE, 
Atlanta, GA 30305. Deadline is April 
28,1999. • 

SEEIQNG: First Baptist Church of 
Pineville, Ky., is looking for a youth and 
-education minister. Please send resumes 
to: Search Committee, 405 Kentucky 
Ave., Pineville, KY 40977. 

FOR SALE: Queen-size brass bed 
with 10-year warrantied 01tho firm 
mattress set. Frame all new. Still in orig­
inal factory containers. Must sell: $27 5. 
(502) 566-6540. 

. SEEKING: Fee_ Fee Baptist 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., prayerfully 
seeks referrals orresumes for a minis­
ter of education. Located in north sub­
.urban St. Louis County, we average in 
excess of 650 in two morning services, 
over 500 in Sunday school. Fee Fee is a 
strong traditional Southern Baptist 
church. Responsibilities include direct­
ing ministry programs for Sunday 
school, discipleship training and mis­
sions. Strong Christian character a must. 
Send referrals/resumes to: Minister of 
Education Search Committee, Fee Fee 
Baptist Church, 11330 St. Charles Rock 
Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044, 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and children. Send resume to 
Burlington Baptist Church, P.O. Box 

• 48, Burlington, KY 41005, Attn: Search 
Committee, or fax: (606) 586-6599. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church of Mayfield, Ky., is accepting 
resumes for a part-time minister of 
youth. Interested applicants should send 
resume to: Minister of Youth Search 
Committee, High Point Baptist Church, 
220,West Farthing St., Mayfield, KY 
42066. 

C 
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PEOPLE 
Missionary's concern makes the difference for sick boy 
By Yvonne White 
Religion News Service 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. (RNS)­
Mykola "Kolya" Chobey, a 14-year­
old from Zarichya, Ukraine, is a typi­
cal teenager when it comes to such 
interests as playing soccer and com­
puter games, eating French fries and 
drinking Coca-Cola. 

Unfortunately for Kolya, that is 
-where many of his similarities with 
other teens end. 

Although he has the mind of an 
eighth-grader, he only has the body of 
a 6-year-old, weighingjust 50 pounds. 

Through the generosity of many 
people, especially missionaries Jan 
and Perry Lindberg of Madison, Ala., 
Kolya is in Huntsville with his moth­
er in hopes of getting medical treat­
ment for his condition, believed to be 
human growth hormone deficiency. 

Kolya weighed a little more than 
eight pounds at birth, but he had diffi­
culty breathing. Doctors told his par­
ents, pastor Dima and Galla Chobey, 
that he would not live long. The 
Chobeys were told it would be "a 
waste of their time and money" to seek 
medical treatment, and it would be 
better if Kolya died. 

But they refused to believe the 
prognosis and said they had faith God 
would allow their second child to live. 

He did live, but a month later they 
noticed he was not growing at a normal 
rate. They carried Kol ya to several doc­
tors who suspected human growth hor­
mone deficiency, but offered no hope 
to the distraught parents. 

Mrs. Chobey was seeing an answer 
for many years of prayer as she, her 
brother and Jan Lindberg sat anxious­
ly in the waiting room of Rose Schnei­
er, a pediatric endocrinologist. 

Kolya, lying curled up in a chair, 
had just had a sample of his blood 

MEDICAL MINISTRY Galla Chobey holds her son Ko/ya while visiting a doctor. Ko/ya is 
14 years old and weighs just 50 pounds. He is suspected of having human growth 
hormone deficiency. They were able to come to America for possible treatment with the 
help of a missionary who recruited support and prayer through the Internet. (RNS photo) 

drawn to determine if he has the dis­
ease that prevents children from grow-
ing at a normal rate. . 

Schneier said getting the supply of 
medication and the fact that Kol ya has 
to be monitored will be difficult, but 
she and her colleagues are active!)'. 
working with Upjohn Pharmacy Cd'.-;i 
which produces growth hormone 
medicine, to try to secure the neces~ 
sary supply for him. The total treat'-' 
ment could cost about $100,000. 

The story of how Kolya ended up 
in Huntsville, halfway around the 
world from his village in Ukraine, ac­
tually started five years ago. 

Jan and Perry Lindberg, members 
at Wall Highway Baptist Church in 
Madison, Ala., are also missionaries 
with Precept Ministries, based in Chat­
tanooga, Tenn. In 1994 they traveled 
to Kiev, Ukraine, to serve as supply 

·teachers at St. James Bible College. 
While teaching there, the Lindbergs 
befriended Kolya's uncle, Vasyl Vat­
syk, and his wife, Olga, both gradu­
ates of the school. 

Last April, during the Lindbergs' 
fourth trip to Kiev, they made the 16-
hour train trip to Kolya's hometown 
to meet Vatsyk's family. It was there 
they first met Kolya. They said their 
hearts broke at what they saw and 
what they were told. 

"Kolya was so small for his age 
that our hearts went out to him," said 
Mrs. Lindberg. ''They were so desper­
ate to help Kolya, they even said they 
would come to America to be slaves 
for anyone who would help their son. 
God just never let us forget their cry 
for help." • 

The Lindbergs returned to Madi­
son, determined not to let the cries of 

Kolya'.s parents go unheeded. Not 
knowing where to begin, Mrs. Lind­
berg said she prayed for guidance as 
she embarked on an Internet crusade 
to enlist support for Kolya to come to 
the United States for possible treat-

• ments. "The Bible says that unless the 
Lord builds the house, they who build 
it labor in vain," she said. "I didn't 
want to do this in my own strength 
because God would not have blessed 
that." 

She began soliciting prayers and 
financial support on the Internet. The 
e-mail list quickly grew to more than 
200 people. Her daily updates and re­
quests to those on the list soon result­
ed in three airline tickets for Kolya, 
his mother and uncle to fly to the Unit­
ed States. 

"It was difficult last summer when 
I first began to enlist help because the 
obstacles seemed insurmountable, and 
the enormou~ cost seemed impossible 
for any one person," she said. "How­
ever, once my husband and I decided 
to step out in faith and let others know, 
it all came together." 

She thought the most difficult part 
would be finding a doctor who would 
treat Kolya. That, however, proved to 
be one of the easiest, once she had a 
name-Rose Schneier. In telling oth­
ers about Kolya's plight, at least two 
people mentioned Schneier' s name, 
and Mrs. Lindberg took that as a sign 
she should contact her. 

She called Schneier and told her 
about the situation. She then carried 
some photos of Kolya for the doctor 
to see. Schneier, a member of the Jew­
ish synagogue and mother of a 15-
year-old son, agreed to see him for 
tests and possible treatment. 

"Being a parent, it really made me 
empathize with them," Schneier said. 
"Also, as part of my faith, it is an out­
reach to others which I can share." 

Wall Street bookstore has only two subjects: God & money . 
By Erin Arvedlund 
TheStreet. com 

NEW YORK- At the crossroads 
of greed and fear, there is Trinity 
Bookstore. 

One block off Wall Street, Trinity 
Bookstore in downtown Manhattan 
sells just two kinds of tomes: books 
about religion and business. 

Nestled behind the imposing Trin­
ity Church, one of the oldest Episco- . 
palian parishes in New York City and 
an anchor of Wall Street, the book­
store ministers to a self-seeking, har­
ried trading floor flock- albeit one , 
with a conscience. 

Trinity Bookstore ~ells hundreds of 
Bibles a year, but perhaps even more 
editions of "Modern Portfolio Theo­
ry." In the simple store window, titles 
like Gail Godwin's "Evensong" and 
. "Reaching to Heaven'; nuzzle up odd­
I y next to Wall Street's beloved creeds 
"Risk Management Analysis" and 
"The Art of the Trade." . 

"That always gets people into the 
store," says Arlene Bullard, the engag­
ing, dark-haired bookstore manager. 
She and two other store managers are 

• playing Pagliacci over the speakers 
and stock the nooks with gleaming, 
handmade ornaments or matte-faced 

Greek icons. Lunchtime one wintry 
afternoon finds Trinity Bookstore's 
faithful- the floor traders- stealing a 
few moments away from the money 
altar. Stock and options traders shuf­
fle in from the newly merged Nasdaq­
American Stock Exchange down the 
block, seeking a bit of soul amidst the 
pursuit of the almighty dollar. 

"One told me he drops in for some 
peace, just to escape the floor," says 
Bullard. For Wall Street novitiates, 
combing Trinity's shelves is a rite of 
passage. 

''The young ones dash in, all flus­
tered, with a name scribbled on a scrap 
of paper," Bullard says. "Someone's 
obviously told them they ought to read 
Sheldon Natenburg's "Options Vola­
tility." And it's always, 'Jneedityes­
terday. I'm in a hurry."' 

If they survive Wall Street's ups 
and downs, young trad~rs often return 
to Trinity Bookstore years later for 
more soulful fare; Perhaps a classic: 
"Technical Analysis on Stock 
Trends," the 50-year-old universally 
acclaimed bible by Edwards & Mag­
ee. Or they seek out Street scribe and 
high priest of fixed income, Frank 
Fabozzi. His books "fly off the 
shelves," Bullard says. "The traders 
ask for them in hushed tones." In the 

16 years since it opened, Trinity 
Bookstore's business titles have risen 
and fallen with the market's fortunes. 
In the late 1980s and early '90s, vol:. 
umes on technical analysis and ener­
gy futures reigned. Not surprisingly, 
customers' latest mantra has been for 
electronic and online day-trading 
manuals. 

Most recently, Trinity Bookstore 
just placed a big order with John 
Wiley & Sons financial publishers for 
a series on technical analysis. 

How does the tiny, independent 
bookstore stay in business? Technical­
ly a ministry of Trinity Church, the 
store began selling religious books of 
all denominations 16 years ago, and 
then started adding finance, stocks, 
bonds and trading strategies texts 
along the way. 

Americans' newfound religion­
investing in the stock market_;_and an 
impending sense of panic tied to 'the. 
year 2000 have fanned a brisk busi­
ness in publications addressing spiri­
tuality, the third millennium and re:. 
examination of morality and ethics. 

Nevertheless, Wall Street's down 
cycles do descend on Trinity Book­
store. Borders bookseller chain 
opened in the nearby World Trade 
Center, hurting sales for the first 

month. So did the Bankers Trust and 
Merrill Lynch & Co.'s layoffs during 
last fall's stock market scare here and 
overseas. 

"People are afraid to lose their jobs. 
They become reflective, conserva- . 
tive," says Bullard, fingering some 
best sellers on prayer-"Guide To 
Contentment," by Catholic archbish­
op Fulton Sheen, "The Seven Story 
Mountain," by Thomas Merton, 
works by C.S. Lewis and one of Bull­
ard' s favorites, ''The Interior Castle," 
by Teresa of Avila. 

Trinity Church won't say what sort 
of sales the store generates, or wheth-

• er it is profitable. But the parish owns 
the bookstore, the building at 7 4 Trin~ 
ity Place and about two dozen other 
properties in the Wall Street district. 
So, what about the day the bull mar­
ket crashes? 

Trinity Bookstore, Bullard says, 
will be here when people need it. 
''There's so much uncertainty---on the 
trading floor, in life-people will al­
ways want to discover what it is 
they're missing." 

This article originally was published by 
TheStreet.com (www.thestreet.com) and 
ABCNEWS.com (www.abcnews.com). It 
is reprinted with the pennission of both 
. companies. 

Missionaries deny 
being mercenaries 

INDIANAPOLIS 
(RNS)-The head of a 
small Indianapolis-based 
missionary group said 

• March 14 that weapons 
seized recently by 
Zimbabwean officials 
from three members of 
Harvestfield Ministries 
were used solely for 
protection and I1unting. 

From his home in 
Indianapolis, Jonathan 
Wallace rejected the 
Zimbabwe government's 
accusation that the three 
members of his group 
posed as missionaries 
while funneling guns to 
rebels in the Congo. 

However, -Zimbabwe 
officials who are holding 
the missionaries without 
bail, are not buying 
Wallace's explanation. 

Airport security 
detained the 
missionaries, bound for 
Switzerland, when an 
airport metal detector 
revealed a gun. A 
subsequent search of 
their GMC pickµp truck 
turned up assault and 
sniper rifles, shotguns, a 
light machine gun, 
handguns, firearms, 
telescopic sights, knives, 
camouflage cream, two­
way radios and 
ammunition. 

Wallace admitted to 
shipping the guns to 
Zimbabwe when his 
group moved to the 
region in 1997. 
However, he maintained 
that the group was not 
supplying arms to 
rebels. 

"We all love to hunt," 
said Wallace. "We shot 
at gun ranges in 
Zimbabwe." 

Zimbabwean officials, 
meanwhile, believe the 
group was supplying 
arms to rebels waging 
an eight~month civil war 
to topple Congolese 
President Laurent Kabila. 

Held without bail and 
charged with espionage, 
terrorism and sabotage, 
the missionaries­
Joseph Wendell 
Pettijohn, 35, John 
Lamonte Dixon, 39, and 
Gary George Blanchard, 
34-face iife in prison if 
convicted of even partial 
charges. 
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_"For we wrestle not against flesh .and blood, but against 
... the powers of this dark world ... Therefore, put on 
the full armor of God ... ·" - Ephesians ·6:12-13 

Brandon and Andy practice during OBI's 
1998-'99 wrestling season. 

Today's young people face ma11y str11ggles: 

- academic failure 
- family problems 

- abusive situations . 
• - broken homes 

. - alcohol and drugs 
- gangs and violence 

-. poor peer choices 

At Oneida Baptist Institute, . we offer teens a chance to leave their 
mistakes behind and begin again. We help young people look past their 
problems to the underlying sin. We introduce them to the Savior. 

Please pray for us as we daily bear the armor of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Etl11catio11 for Time and Eter11i~1, 
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Oneida Baptist Institute 
P.O. Box 6 7. Oneida, Kentucky 40972 

·Phone: (606) 847-4111 Fax: (606) 847-4496 
Web Site: www.oneidaschool.org 
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