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Kentucky WMU 
annual meeting 
focus: Ministry 
and missionaries 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

ELIZABETHTOWN-From 
trying to halt violence in Ken­
tucky to taking the gospel of 
Jesus Christ around the world, 
ministries and missionaries were 

the highlight 
of last week's 
annual meet­
ing for Ken­
tucky Wom­
an's Mission­
ary Union. 

About 
1,000 WMU 
members and 
Girls in Action 
members at-

Smith tended the 
event, April 

16-17 at Severns Valley Baptist 
Church in Elizabethtown. 

Larry Pumpelli, a Southern 
Baptist missionary to Uganda, 
said Christians are living in a time 
like no other because they have 
the funds, mobility and ability to 
take the message of Jesus to the 
ends of the earth. • 

Officials with the Southern , 
Baptist Internationai M\ssion 
Board estimate that 1.7 billion 
people-or one-quarter oLthe 
world's population-have no ac­
cess to the gospel, said Pumpelli, 

• who currently is serving at the 
1MB' s headquarters in Rich- -
mond, Va. • 

While 1MB officials are now 
able to quantify the groups with • 
no access to the message of Jesus, 
they also have had opportunities 
□ See WMU meeting, . ., pag:e 6 

Summer missions 

SING PRAISES Students sing at First Baptist Church of Somerset during the commissioning service for student summer missions. 
Kentucky Baptisjs are sponsoring 120 students this summer, a 50 percent increase compared to any previous year. 

Record 120 students serving this summer 
SOMERSET-Kentucky Bap­

tists will send a record 120 college 
• students to missions projects this 

summer-50 percent more than 
any previous summer. _ 

Students, parents and friends 
assembled April 10 for the com­
missioning service at First Baptist 
Church of Somerset. 

Organizers said they were sur­
prised by the responsiveness of 
students wanting to serve. 

"God has truly blessed us," said 
Ralph Hopkins, KBC associate di­
rector for collegiate ministries. 
"We're investing more lives over-

seas and across the United States 
than we've ever done before." 

When an opportunity arose to 
minister in Bosnia, officials 
weren't sure many students would 
want to go, Hopkins said. Instead, 
almost 100 students applied for 30 
positions to go. The trip has been 
canceled because of the current 
unrest in that region. Those stu­
dents will instead go to El Salva­
dor, Hopkins said. 

But the large response caused or­
ganizers to assemble other overseas 
missions groups. In addition to El 
Salvador, students also will serve in 

Australia, China and Wales. 
In Kentucky, 27 students will 

serve on Son Teams, groups of stu­
dents organized to perform drama, 
sports, music and other ministries at 
churches and summer camps. Also, 
40 student summer missionaries will 
come to Kentucky to serve in a ·vari­
ety of ministries, Hopkins said. 

A theme repeated throughout the 
commissioning service was the im­
pact the 10-week summer projects 
will have on the students. 

"These students will depend on 
God like they've never had to de­
pend on him before," Hopkins said. 

Churches should cross sociological barriers, pastor says 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

GEORGETOWN-When Win­
ter Park Baptist Church of Wilming­
ton, N.C., was considering starting 
a contemporary worship service, 
pastor Mike Tutterow asked each 
church member to interview four 
people who didn't attend church. 

"Only one person (interviewed) 
said, 'I don't go to church because I 
don't believe in God,"' recalled Tut­
terow, who spoke at last week's 
Georgetown College Pastors Con­
ference April 12-14. 

Instead, nearly all of the objec­
tions to attending church were so­
ciological, Tutterow said. Instead of 
raising theological objections, peo­
ple said they found church boring, 
irrelevant or inconvenient, he said. 

"We simply were not speaking 
their language," he said. 

Tutterow led the congregation 
three ·years ago to · start a second 
worship service with contemporary 

music and other "seeker sensitive" 
characteristics. It now attracts about 
350 people each week and is result­
ing in many new Christians, he said. 

But leading the church 
to offer a contemporary 
worship service required 
several types of changes, 
Tutterow said, including: 

ity. 
■ Change in preaching. One of 

the most influential people in the de­
sign of the new worship service was 

a non-Christian who start­
ed attending the church 
while members were plan­
ning the new service. He 
was even referred to as the 
"token pagan" and was ea-· 
ger to offer advice. 

"If you' re going to de­
sign a worship service for 
seekers, you ought to lis­
ten to a couple of them," 
Tutterow said. 

■ Change from tra­
ditional worship to in­
digenous worship. Just 
as foreign missionaries 
seek to present the gospel 
in an indigenous culture, 
the new service seeks to· 
offer worship with as few 
barriers between the 
church and the indige­
nous, contemporary cul­
ture it seeks to reach, Tut­
terow said. 

Georgetown 
Pastors 

Conference 

One day, Tutterow 
said, the visitor asked, 
"Why don't you preach 
about the world I'm in?" 

"He made me see I was 

Billed as "church for folks who 
don't like church," the service in­
vites people to come as they are­
referring to both how they dress and 
their stage of belief about Christian-

preaching • for the 
churched crowd," Tutterow said, 
adding that his previous sermons 
offered no practical way to apply the 
biblical message being offered. 
"People are transformed not by in-

formation, but by application." 
Tutterow said he changed how he • 

preached; his application points be­
came the organizing structure for the 
message. He also began listing the 
Bible text and an outline of the ser­
mon for people to follow in the 
printed order of service, he said. 
■ Changing from church main­

tenance to church mission. The 
church has been restructured from 
operating with long-term commit­
tees to teams that tackle individual 
tasks. Tutterow works to keep his 
church administrative work limited 
to one day a week so he can focus 
on "the work of the kingdom." 

And more members also are rec­
ognizing the importance of the con­
temporary service and other events 
that link non-Christians with the 
church, he said. "They're catching 
on that there are services that are de­
signed to not be threatening yet en­
gaging to people who are exploring 
the faith." 
o More stories on page 3 



BAPTISTS 
• BAPTIST BITS Refugee relief needs: Money, volunteers & prayer 

■ Roy Honeycutt, 
former president and 

chancellor of Southern 
Baptist Theological 
Seminary, remains 

hospitalized after open 
heart surgery April 1 and 

is facing difficulties 
• recovering, family 

members have 
acknowledged, asking 

for prayers on his behalf. 
Honeycutt's condition 

does not allow visitors 
or personal phone calls. 

He is able to receive 
correspondence at 

Norton Hospital, 5H 
Room 6, Louisville, KY, 

40202. 

■ William Reynolds, a 
former editor of the 

Baptist Hymnal and The 
New Broadman Hymnal, 

is recovering in a Fort 
Worth, Texas, hospital 

from a mild stroke 
suffered April 8. His wife, 

Mary Lou, said he is in 
good spirits. "He's still 

Bill Reynolds. flis sense 
of humor is intact," she 

. said. "He's very 
interested in what's 

going on around him." 
The stroke, which 

occurred in Reynolds' 
brain stem, has not 

resulted in paralysis or 
impairment of mental 

facilities, his wife said. 
She added he is 

improving and doctors 
expect a full recovery. 

By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

TIRANA, Albania (ABP)-Mon­
ey, volunteers and prayer are priority 
needs in efforts to relieve suffering 

. created by war in the Balkans, Baptist 
sources in the region report. 

The Baptist Center in Tirana, Al­
bania, needs $100,000 to provide food 
and other necessities for refugees flee­
ing Kosovo by the hundreds of thou­
sands, according to the center's direc­
tor, Canadian missionary Jonathan 
Steeper. 

Baptist churches have joined in a 
coordinated plan to serve the estimat­
ed 310,000 refugees who are already 
in Albania. 

Meanwhile, refugees continued to 
pour across the Albanian border. Re­
uters quoted a relief official who said 
more than 3,000 Kosovar refugees 
arrived in the Albanian town ofKukes 
on April 13. 

European Baptist Press Service re­
ported that 20,000 Danish Marks the 
European Baptist Federation allocat­
ed for emergency funds already has 
been spent on food and hygiene items 
for refugees. 

Baptists and other evangelicals in 
Albania are working closely in the 
larger relief effort with the Salvation 
Army, which has trucks for distribu­
tion of materials and field kitchens for 
people in refugee camps. 

With help from the Southern Bap­
tist Convention's International Mis­
sion Board, food boxes also are being 
prepared for Albanian families who 
are housing refugees from Kosovo . . 
Many of the host families already live 
at a subsistence level. 

Bekim Beka, a Kosovar who is di­
recting the Tirana Baptist Center's ref­
ugee ministry, said receiving money 
is critical because it is quicker to buy 
needed goods locally. 

The Atlanta-based Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship reported it has 
three couples on the ground near Ko-

Sutton to be nominee for SBC 
Pastors Conference presidency 

NASHVILLE (BP)-Jerry Sutton, pastor of Two Rivers 
Baptist Church, Nashville, Tenn., will be nominated for 
president of the Southern Baptist Convention Pastors 
Conference in Atlanta in June. 

Johnny Hunt, pastor of First Baptist Church, Woodstock, 
Ga., announced April 13 in Nashville that he will nominate • 
Sutton. 

Sutton "is a visionary pastor and leader who is a great 
example for pastors across our convention," Hunt said. "He 
has a great heart for pastors and will give superb leadership 
to our Pastors Conference." 

The annual gathering of pastors will be June 13-14 at the 
Georgia Dome just prior to the start of the SBC annual 
meeting June 15-16. 

Sutton told news media last year he might be nominated 
for the Pastors Conference presidency at the 1998 meeting in 
Salt Lake City. But Mike Hamlet, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of North Spartanburg; S.C., was the only person nominated 
when the pastors' group met and was elected by acclamation. 

As pastor.of the largest Southern Baptist church in the 
Nashville area,-Sutton has been at Two Rivers since 1986. It 
has 6,500 members with more than 2,000 people baptized 
since 1986 and more than $3 million channeled through the 
Cooperative Program for missions. 
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Missouri cancels Balkan mission trips 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. He said he saw several anti-

(ABP)--Missouri Baptists and their American and anti-NATO demon­
counterparts in the former Soviet strations while in Europe. 
republic of Belarus are praying for "The Belarussian Baptists were 
a swift ·end to the war in Yugosla- asking questions of us about why 
via so they can renew joint minis- we were bombing, which indicated 
try efforts. that they were not getting maybe the 

Administrators at the Missouri full story from their news agencies 
Baptist Convention announced about what was going on," he said. 
April 5 that mission trips through Missouri Baptist partnership­
the state convention's partnership missions coordinator Willard Zeis­
with the Belarus Union ofEvangel- er, who helped make the decision 
ical Christians-Baptist are suspend- to postpone the trips, said friends in 
ed until conditions in the Balkans Belarus have confirmed his deci-
improve. sion. 

• Missouri Baptist leaders said He cited an April 9 e-mail mes-
they made the decision because of sage~eivedfromElena Vogdano­
potential danger to missions volun- va, who has served as tour guide to 
teers in Eastern Europe due to anti- every Missouri Baptist team to vis­
American s~ntiment stemming it Belarus since the partnership .be­
from the NATO bombing of Serb gan. 
military targets. "After consideration, I must ad-

MBC sta.ffer Roger Hatfield led mit that,it was right and timely," she 
the last group of volunteers to min- wrote of the decision. "The more I 
ister in Belarus. They returned from listen to the reports from Russia, the 
a vacation Bible school training more frightened I become." • 
event March 3~. . Zeiser noted that, though the 

"There were ,conditions or situs . mission trips have been canceled, 
ations that_ would make some Mis- the prayer and financial support the 
souri Baptists a little bit apprehen- _state's Baptists provide to Belarus 
sive or anxious," Hatfield said. continues unint~rrupted. • 

sovo with contacts in Albania and 
Macedonia. Urgent needs include 
prayer, financial contributions for 
food, clothing and medical supplies, 
and medical volunteers, primarily 
doctors, according to Fellowship of­
ficials. 

The Fellowship immediately made 
$10,400 available to its Albania team 
for relief efforts. Additional designat­
ed gifts are also coming in, officials 
said. 

Volunteer medical workers, partic­
ularly those with skills in dealing with 
trauma and field settings, are needed, 
and may be on their way as early as 
April 25. 

Volunteers will be expected to pay 
their own expenses, CBF officials 
said. Other volunteer opportunities are 
expected as refugees in Albania are 
sent to other countries including Tur­
key, Germany and the United States. 

Baptist World Aid, the relief and 
development arm of the Baptist World 
Alliance, said April 13 it is continu­
ing to support relief efforts for those 
suffering from the conflict in Koso­
vo. 

Local Baptists in Macedonia are 
caring for refugees in their homes, and 
the BW A has provided $10,000 for 
the purchase of food and medicines. 

Baptist World Aid Director Paul 

Want to help? 
I Send a check designated for 
"Kosovo relief" to the Southern 
Baptist International Mission Board's 
General Relief Fund, Office of 
Finance, Box 6767, Richmond, VA 
23230. To volunteer, call Michael 
Hester, director of volunteer efforts 
in Europe, at (804) 219-1530. 
I Send a check designated for 
"Balkan appeal" to the Baptist World 
Alliance's Baptist World Aid fund 
6733 Curran St., McLean, VA 
22101. 
I Send a check designated for 
"Albanian refugees relief" to the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship, Box 
450329, Atlanta, GA 31145-0329. 
Call Marie Moore to explore 
volunteer opportunities, (770) 220-
1631. 
I Call Samaritan's Purse, (800) 665-
2843. 

Montacute said he has also been in 
contact with Baptist leaders in Serbia. 
Three Baptist relief agencies-Bread 
of Life in Belgrade, Tabita in Novi 
Sad and Love Your Neighbor in V rn­
jacka Banka-all report suffering 
among the people they serve and lim­
itation of their own activities, he said. 

A missile damaged a relief ware­
house at the Baptist Church in Nis, 
Serbia, Montacute said, and an eco­
nomic embargo against Yugoslavia's· 
government makes it difficult to pro­
vide aid from outside the country. 

Montacute said response to 
BW Aid' s "Balkan Appeal" has been 
generous but will likely be needed for 
many months. "It is five years ago this 
month that the Rwandan genocide 
occurred, and we are still at work in 
that situation," he said. 

Martha Skelton and Wendy Ryan contrib­
uted to this story 

o NAMB official: U.S. sponsors could 
be needed for refugees. Page 7. 

Total SBC membership shows slight decrease 
By Linda Lawson 
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources 

NASHVILLE (BP)--For the first 
time since 1926, total annual member­
ship in Southern Baptist churches reg­
istered a decrease. 

For 1998, the decline of 162,158 
SBC church members, or 1.02 per­
cent, brings the new total to 
15,729,356 members, according to 
figures from the 1998 Annual Church 
Profile. 

Baptisms topped 400,000 for the 
second consecutive year, but the 1998 
total of 407,264 represents a slight 
decrease of 4,763 or 1.16 percent from 
the 1997 total of 412,027. The ratio 
of baptisms to total membership re­
mained at one baptism for every 39 
members. 

Increases were registered in Sun­
day morning worship attendance, · 
Sunday school enrollment, disciple­
ship training enrollment/participation, 
music ministry enrollment/participa­
tion and Brotherhood enrollment/par­
ticipation while WMU enrollment 
decreased less than 1 percent. 

The total number of Southern Bap­
tist churches declined by 17 churches 
or .04 percent, bringing the new total 
to 40,870. 

In financial categories, increases 
were registered in total gifts, undesig­
nated receipts and total receipts. 

The Annual Church Profile is com­
piled by Life Way Christian Resourc­
es from church reports routed through 
local Baptist associations and state 
conventions. • 

Sunday morning worship atten­
dance increased by 3.33 percent, or 
174,052, to 5,398,692 compared to 
the 1997 total of 5,224,640. 

Sunday school enrollment in­
creased by 7,832, or .1 percent, to 
8,147,939 over the 1997 total of 
8,140,107. The program has increased 
three of the past four years. 

Discipleship training enrollment/ 
participation increased for the third 
consecutive year with a gain of 
103,823, or 4.27 percent, to a new to­
tal of 2,537,625. The 1998 total rep­
resents the highest enrollment for the 
program since 1965. 

Music ministry enrollmentlpartic-

ipation increased by 103,823, or 4.27 
percent, to a 1998 total of 1,832,592, 
after a 1997 decrease. 

Brotherhood enrollment/participa­
tion increased by 3,352, or .64 percent, 
after a 1997 decline, bringing the new 
total to 525,655. 

WMU enrollment decreased by 
4,666, or .47 percent, to 991,232, 
marking the _second year of decline 
after three years of increases. 

Total gifts (tithes, offerings and 
special gifts) totaled $6,888,796,898, 
an increase of 4.41 percent or 
$291,185,556. Undesignated receipts 
for 1998 were $5,421,234,605, an in­
crease of 3.65 percent, or 
$190,930,971. Total receipts were 
$7,452,098,393, a gain of 5.35 per­
cent, or $378,179,553. 

Totals in four categories-value of 
church property, church-type missions 
operated by churches, number of 
churches giving to associations on a 
percentage basis and number of 
churches with ongoing intercessory 
prayer-represented decreases from 
1997 but data was not reported by all 
states. 
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KENTUCKY 
Pastor: Get out to the streets where Jesus would be I 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

GEORGETOWN-Churches that 
decide to represent Christ in their 
communities will minister and take 
the Christian faith anywhere they can, 
according to a pastor whose church 
reaches more than 3,000 people out­
side the church walls every week. 

"We are here to live our lives in' 
the shape of the cross-loving God, 
loving others," said Charles Wade, 
pastor of First Baptist Church of Ar­
lington, Texas. 

Wade, speakfog to the annual 
Georgetown College Pastors Confer­
ence, April 12-14, said some church­
es believe they should target a specif­
ic niche or demographic group. "That 
doesn't work in my theology." 

Through Mission Arlington, a 
wide-ranging network of ministries 
and Bible studies, First Baptist is tak­
ing the message of God's love through 
Jesus to a variety of people, from the 
needy to the wealthy. 

Wade said his church encountered 
a defining moment during the 1980s 
at a deacons meeting where church 
officials were·considering whether to 
host a shelter for battered women and 
their children. • 

Several deacons suggested reasons 
to avoid the idea, including insurance . 
liability and disgruntled husbands 
who might tum their wrath on the 
church. 

But one deacon finally spoke up 

and said that if Jesus were present, 
he'd care about the women, Wade 
said. That changed the attitude of the 
deacons, and they overwhelmingly 
voted to start the new ministry. 

"On that wondeiful evening, we 
decided to be a church that was going 
to be the presence of Jesus in our city," 
Wade said. 

And that has been the 
driving vision behind 
Mission Arlington, he 
added-getting outside 
the church and into the 
neighborhoods. 

about 3,000 people every week in 220 
locations throughout the city, Wade 
said. "It's like a bus ministry without 
buses."-

Mission Arlington seeks to reach 
people from a variety of backgrounds, 
Wade said. He compared it to Jesus, 
who in back-to-back Gospel stories_ 

healed a blind beggar and 
met the spiritual needs of 
rich Zacchaeus. 

In the case of the blind 
man, Wade noted that 
Jesus took the time to find 
out what the man wanted. 
"Did it ever occur to you 
that we tell people what 
they need instead of listen-

-ing for what they feel and 
where they're hurting?" 
Wade asked. 

Through ministry, 

During the 1980s the 
church bought a set of 
apartments intending to 
create more parking for 
the church. The apart­
ments were never razed, 
as planned; but instead 
have been used for a vari­
ety of ministries, Wade 
said. 

Mission Arlington is 
directed by Tillie Burgin, 
a former missionary to 

Georgetown 
Pastors 

Conference 

Mission Arlington volun­
teers gain an opportunity 
to witness about Christ, he 
said. 

In the case ofZacchae-

South Korea who gave up a school 
district job that paid twice what she 
now makes, Wade said. 

Mission Arlington meets needs and 
starts Bible studies with the people 
whom volunteers meet, Wade said. 
Burgin "describes it as taking the 
church to the people," he said. 

First Baptist attracts about 2,000 
people to the church each week, but 
Mission Arlington volunteers reach 

us, Wade pointed out that 
the tax collector was having trouble 
seeing Jesus. The problem was not 
with Zacchaeus' eyes, Wade said, but 
with the fact that Jesus' followers 
wouldn't let Zacchaeus get close to 
Jesus. 

"That's still the reason a lot of peo­
ple can't see Jesus," Wade said. "Be­
cause the church won't get out of the 
way." 

Wade said pastors should strive to 

strengthen their congregations around 
five principle tasks Jesus modeled in 
the Gospels: worship, evangelism, dis­
cipleship, ministry and fellowship. 

'The problem with WWID ("What 
would Jesus do?") bracelets is most 

• people don't understand what Jesus 
did," Wade said. "You can't read the 
Gospels without getting fully en­
meshed in the idea that Jesus was in • 
the streets." 

As the son of a pastor, Wade said he 
doesn't agree that only the recent gen­
eration of churchgoers are hesitant to 
tithe or get active in ministry. 

"It's never been easy to get people 
to tithe. You've got to work real hard to 
get them to do missions somewhere 
they've never been," he.said. "It's nev­
er been easy making disciples in any 
generation." 

The pastor's role in that task, he said, 
is to "model it, believe it, don't quit." 

CONFERENCE SPEAKER 
Charles Wade, -pastor of 
First Baptist Church of 
Arlington, Texas, responds 

. to a question about 
Mission Arlington. The 
program is a network of 
ministries and Bible studies 
his church operates. It 
reaches 3,000 people each 
week outside the church. 
walls. Also pictured is Ken 
Chafin, former evangelism 
professor at Southern 
Baptist Theological -
Seminary, who organized 
the Georgetown Pastors 
Conference. 

Speaker: Seminaries don't teach everythin·g 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

GEORGETOWN-Seminaries 
don't teach people everything they 
need to know about leading a church. 
Just ask former Kentucky pastor Greg 
Hunt. 

Hunt, who spoke at last week's 
Georgetown College Pastors Confer­
ence, said that after graduating from 
seminary he still had to learn some 
valuable lessons related to leadership 
and to structuring a congregation to 
be an agent to transform lives. 

Hunt was careful to say he had "in­
credible, wonderful teachers" while 
attending Southem Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville. "But I 
have to confess to you, there were 
things (in the pastorate) I felt like I was 
having to learn by the seat of my 
pants," said Hunt, now pastor at 
Holmeswood Baptist Church in Kan­
sas City, Mo. 

In the area of leadership, Hunt said 
he entered the pastorate afraid of the 
power a pastor has. Hunt said he'd 
seen too many pastors abuse or ma­
nipulate that power, and he was com-

and letting anyone around decide the 
agenda. 

Hunt recalled how early in his ca­
reer he refused to instruct his deacons 
or give any hint of where he stood pn 
an issue. Often that led to frustration 
by the end of a meeting, he admitted. 

By refusing to take a stand, Hunt 
said, he had _created a leadership vac­
uum. 

He said he learned through experi­
ence that the power of the pastor's po­
sition could be used responsibly to in­
fluence people without manipulating 
them. Hunt said he learned to exercise 
his power as pastor in three ways: 
■ Vision. Through the principles 

of "shared idealization," Hunt said he 
learned to present a vision for the 
church and create a·dialogue that al­
lowed members to explore possibili­
ties. 

■ Accouµtability. "I have a fright­
ening level of autonomy," Hunt said 
of his role in his current church. 

Although initially the deacons 
technically were responsible for su­
pervising the pastor, Hunt said he 
didn't find he had much accountabil­
ity to them. 

So he formed a group from among 
the deacons designed to offer affirma­
tion, confrontation, troubleshooting 
and feedback. He meets regularly with 
them. 

"Some people thought I was an id­
iot to do this," he said. 

Nevertheless, Hunt said he is surer 
of his leadership because he has a sup­
portive accountability group. "I have 
greater confidence that I understand 
what's going on in the life of the 
church." 

In the area of structuring a church 

■ . Pat Hopkins undergoes successful surgery. Pat Hopkins, 
wife of Ralph Hopkins, t~e KBC associate collegiate _ministries 
director, undeiwent successful surgery to remove a 
cancerous tumor from her lung April 15. "We had people gll 
over the country praying for her, and we're just very grateful," 
Hopkins said. On a scale of zero to 10, with 10 being the 
most malignant, doctors .graded the tumor to be a one, 
Hopkins said. Doctors say there is no reason for 
chemotherapy or radiation and that they don't believe the 
tumor will return, Hopkins said. Mrs. Hopkins was. expected 
to remain at Baptist Hospital East in Louisville about a week. 

■ Russell Springs to host discipleship event. The Kentucky 
Baptist Convention discipleship training department and 
Russell County Baptist Assocation will offer training for 
Christians to become new Christian and n~w church member 
encouragers in their churches. The training will be held April 
17 at First Baptist Church of Russell Springs at 7 p.m. CDT. 
For more information, call the KBC discipleship department at 
(888) 254-5708 or Chris Holloway at (502) 866-2580. 

to c~ange lives, Hunt ~aid ~e re~ized ■ Georgetown scholarship available. Georgetown College's 
th~ importance of bemg mtenti~nal woman's association is accepting applications for the Virginia 
with every aspect of the congregation D S h I • · • • 

"Change will not happen unless th~ empsey c o arsh1p. Women who will be_ freshmen in the 
programs are_ systematically struc- !a!I _1999 semester and ~ave_ a 3.0 ?Umulat1ve GPA are 
tured to produce change," he said. elIg1ble. A recomr:n~ndat1on 1s required from the student's 

Hunt said that too often people past~r and_ an _off1c1al from h~r high s_chool. The deadline for 
who've attended church all their lives cons1derat1on IS June 1. For information, call (502) 863-8027. 

___ - mitt-ed-to-nGt-dO-the-same. 

Hunt said he came to better under­
stand this skill from a telephone exec­
utive who arrived at a meeting with 
an outline of ideas and asked people 
to give feedback. The outline was de­
signed to be a starting point only, and 
the group eventually went in a differ­
ent directiori than the executive's out­
lin~weuld-ha-ve predicted. are no-different than the day they-first·- --- M" C • · -- - - --- - - ---· -:--- -

joined. "What we want is not perfec- ~ 1~- ontm~nt C_ollege to hold baccalaureate service. Hunt said that one time he arrived 
at a home in Sanders, Ky., where the 
patriarch had died, and the family was 
noticeably comforted just by his pres- · 
ence. 

"It scared me becaus_e I wanted to 
make sure they could distinguish be­
tween me and the power of God," he 
said. -

He admitted he thought "shared 
leadership" meant giving up power 

Recalling those early frustrating 
. deacons meetings, Hunt said he real­

ized, "What they'd been wanting was 
not someone to tell them what to do, 
but to give them somewhere to start." 
■ Initiative taker .. "We are in 

churches that are desperately in need 
of people who lead," he said. Hunt 
added, however, that he learned be­
ing a leader doesn't require control­
ling every outcome. 

tion. It's progress." J1~ Hill, executive director of the Missouri Baptist Convention, 
Churches should measure 'their will be the keynote speaker for Mid-Continent College's 

progress by what percentage of their baccalaureate service, May 2 at Northside Baptist Church in 
new memb~rs are new Christians rath- Mayfield at 2:30 p.m. For information, call (502) 247-8521. 
er than family members and transfers • . • 
from other churches. ■ Former Georgetown music chairmai, dies. Wayne 

"You've got to incorporate the Johnson, former chairman of Georgetown College's--mttsic 
evangelical imperative into every department, died April 5. Johnson served Georgetown 35 
nook and cranny of the church," he years before his retirement in 1990. 
said. 
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OPINION 
N.C. Trojan horse 

Efforts of reconciliation for funda­
mentalists and moderates in the North 
Carolina Baptist Convention by well­
intentioned persons reminds us that the 
philosopher Hegel was right when he 
said, "people have never learned any­
thing from history." 

Remember when the fundamental­
ists claimed that all they 
wanted was parity in our 
convention institutions 
and agencies? As soon as 
they gained a majority in 
places of power, hun­
dreds of moderates were 
forced out of their posi-

• lions. Thousands of chil­
dren were uprooted from 
their communities and 
friends. No moderates are 
permitted to hold any 
place of leadership in the convention. It 
was a Southern Baptist ethnic cleans­
ing by the fundamentalist convention 
leaders. 

Now we see the old Trojan horse 
being trotted out to begin the process of 
capturing the convention in North Caro­
lina. Ah, history teaches us nothing. 

- James McClendon, effectively deny 
Jesus a viable place in his own moral 
world. 

It seems to me that to those Chris­
tians who support ')ust war" theory, 
Jesus is a religious but not morally rele­
vant figure. They hope for a peace de-

. toured around Christ. 
Over the last 1,700 years we Chris- · 

tians have.become captives of the sys­
tems of state. Just as the 
Roman empire under 
Constantine became. the 
protector and guardian 
of the way of Christ, • 
where the ethic of beat­
ing "swords into plow­
shares" did not apply to 
the state, so is democra­
cy and capitalism that 
justification of Chris­
tians· to violence. 

The non-violent way 
of Christ can be reality only if we can 
remove Christian ethics from under 
the eyes of the liberty-protecting state. 
When we support the ')ust war" theo­
ry and condone violence we comply 
with the very patterns of domination 
and violence displaced by the way of 
Christ. 

just recently announced the Clinton ad­
ministration's plan to include $4.5 mil­
lion to bolster protective security mea­
sures for abortion clinics. But who's to 
bolster protective measures for the un­
born? Not the Clintons. Last we heard, 
Bill Clinton was against any legislation 
that would outlaw partial-birth abor­
tions. 

The hypocrisy of some of her pro­
moters on TV is very transparent. They 
have ridiculed and made degrading 
jokes about anyone who is not "in the 
Clinton camp." 

It will "take more than a village,'' if 
New Yorkers can't find better represen­
tation than Hillary Clinton. 

Edna Smith 
Ashland 

Y2K: Yield to the King 
There is much talk today about the 

subject ofY2K. From economic down- ' 
fall to computer fallout, major compa­
nies have spent millions of dollars ad­
dressing a problem some say doesn't 
even exist. 

But the Y2K of the world is not the 
Y2K we find in the Word. The world 
says stock up on food, buy generators. 

Henlee Barnette 
Louisville 

Andy Watts The Word says, 'Take no thought 
Louisville for your life what you shall eat or drink, 

norfor the body or what you wear." But 

Kosovo & Christ 
Richard Land of the Southern Bap­

tist Ethics & Religious Liberty Com­
mission has been calling for military 
action against Milosevic "for several 
years," as.reported in the April 6 edi­
tion_ of the Western Recorder. 

·New York & Hillary - -- some would note Hebrews 11 :7, "By 
faith Noah when warned about things 
not seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 
his farnil y." 

To paraphrase some "talking heads" 
on TV who are promoting Hillary Clin­
ton, "New Yorkers want Hillary Clin­
ton as their Senator because of her in­
terest in children and the issues that 
sanction their well being." 

According to Land, this violence is 
morally justified by the "just war" cri­
teria Christians have adhered to for cen­
turies. 

As a non-violent Christian, I must 
answer this justification. It is a propa­
gation ofNeibuhrian thought which as­
sumes that the nonresistant way of Jesus 
is irrelevant to the realism of today' s 
world. Our religious leaders who es­
pouse moral violence, according to 

Cooperative giving 

This is the same Hillary Clinton who . 
just mourned the passing of Supreme 
Court Justice Harry Blackmun, who, 
she eulogized, "had done so much for 
the pro-abortion movement" since he 
had authored the high court's renown 
Roe vs. Wade Decision of 1974. But 
will she mourn the deaths of millions 
of babies aborted under the sanctions of 
the Roe vs. Wade decision since 1974? 

This is the same Hillary Clinton who 

The up.paralleled opportunities of Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
the 21st century compel us as Ken- and for the start of churches. Missions 
tucky Baptists to pursue creative and education, disaster relief, Super Sat- . 
innovative ways to.support coopera- urdays, dynamic training conferences 
tive ministries. To this end, I want to and associational ministries also are 
call upon all Kentucky Baptists to join funded cooperatively. 
together in pursuing the .---- ,,...---, Cooperation also makes 
mission God has for us with possible assistance to min-

- godly passion and abandon. isters and churches in lead-
Cooperative giving, special ership transition as well as 
missions offerings and mis- l■~:iir·,,..P our partnership missions 
sions partnerships add sig- work in New England, Po-
nificant resources for reach- land and Tanzania. You 
ing people locally and _.,,._., also can add summer 
around the world. camps, missions communi-

As I think about cooper- "-,..:;IL..-- cation to Kentucky Bap-
ative giving here in Ken-

8
.

11 
M • k tists, new worl<: emphases 

tucky, I thank God for the I ac ey and ministries to children to 
many ways he enables us to • the list, and you still 
work together to share his love within wouldn't exhaust the ways Kentucky 
our communities and state. Did you Baptists work in our own state. 
realize that by working together we I also thank God we can cooperate 
now have 47 Hispanic ministries, 44 with 9,300 North American and inter­
college campus ministries and seven national missionaries and 10,000 sem" 
Baptist schools in Kentucky? inary students preparing for ministry. 

That's just the beginning, though. Every piece of this puzzle is irnpor­
Our cooperation also provides fund: tant as we seek to respond to our 
ing for mountain missions, for the Lord ' s command to go into all the 
Baptist Fellowship Center in Louis- world. 
ville, for the care of children through \ Although it certainly is not the only 

So how are we to define Y2K to a 
lost and confused world as Christians? 
The world's equation is that Y stands 
for "year" and 2K stands for "2000." 
But I believe the Word's equation is 
found in Romans 6: 13. In this equation, 
Y stands for "yield" and 2K stands for 
"to the King." 

Defining Y2K is easy. The question 
is, are we prepared to yield to the King 
our all before_ he returns and judgment 
falls? Remember, God' s still got the 
whole world in his hand. 

David Renfroe 
Franklin 

way Baptists give and serve together, 
our passion for working together is 
powerfully demonstrated in one of the 
greatest partnerships of all time-the 
Cooperative Program. Born right here 
in Kentucky, the Cooperative Pro­
gram's 75th anniversary will be cele­
brated next year. 

I believe Kentucky Baptists want 
to sacrificially suppot1 missions and 
ministries that have integrity and that 
make a real difference in the world. 
All KBC institutions and agencies 
comply with complete financial au­
dits, which are reviewed by their 
boards and by the KBC Executive 
Board's business and finance commit­
tee's audit group. On behalf of all 
KBC, national and international min­
-istries, I thank God for the resources 
provided by Kentucky Baptists for 
local and world evangelism and mis­
sions. . 

The world is looking for a super­
natural demonstration oflove and ser­
vice that transforms lives and society. 
Working together locally, nationally 
and worldwide, Kentucky Baptists are 
demonstrating what God · can do 
through fus people. • 
Bill Mackey i~ executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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How does your 
church address 
topic of money? 
By Doug Strader 

One of the most timid Sl\bjects 
in churches is 
money. 
Many people 
seem to think 
Paul said 
money is the 
root of all 
evil. Others 
think the sub­
ject is-a taboo 

and should be avoided in the pul­
pit altogether. 

But while these sentiments are 
paramount, many churches are 
experiencing a difficult time . 
growing stewards and meeting 
ministry budget needs. What 
should leaders do? I don't know 
of a cure-all answer, but I do have 
some suggestions that might help 
solve some problems related to 
the church and money: 

I The pastor could preach a 
series of sermons on the teachs 
ings of Jesus on money and pos­
sessions. Dialogue luncheons af­
ter worship could facilitate spiri­
tual growth. 

I Small groups could review 
books and articles on the subject 
of money, possessions and shar­
ing one's possessions with the 
church. 

I Sunday school classes could 
study a series of lessons related 
to stewardship and one's posses­
sions. They could explore the 
Life Way Christian Resouces ma­
terial, "How Much Is Enough?" 

I The pastor could getpeople 
from each age group to share 
their personal testimonies about 
how they came to their beliefs 
and practices related to earning 
income and giving to the church. 

I People from different age 
groups could share their practic­
es of money management and 
their views of debt, making ma­
jor purchases and how these prac­
tices relate to their Christian com­
mitment as stewards. 

I High school-age youth 
could study what the Bible says 
about making and spending mon­
ey and how that relates to being 
faithful stewards of God's gifts. 

I Children and older pre­
schoolers could have Bible stud­
ies that help build a foundation 
for their stewardship beliefs and 
practices as teens and then as 
adults. 

This isn't an exhaustive list of 
ways to address the church and 
money, but perhaps it will spark 
an idea that will prove to be valu­
able to you and your church. 

One thing is sure, the problem 
of dwindling finances will not be 
solved by refusing to talk about 
it. Money should not be a taboo 
in our Baptist churches. 

Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward-
ship department • 



Ideas offered to help a smart 
a/eek child be more respectful 
Q. What can I do to help my 14-year-old son behave at 
school? He has been disrespectful to his teachers and 
refused to stop interrupting their teaching with wise 
remarks and jokes. They have sent him to the office, but he 
doesn't change. At home he has a lot of freedom, but he is 
respectful and responsible. He is bright and does well on 
the exams. 

The easy alternatives are to have 
conferences with the teachers, let him 
take the consequences of increased 
discipline at school and tell him you 
expect better from your son. You 
probably already have tried those things. 

So consider why he does this. Will he 
tell you what it feels like in those classes? 
Is he bored because the material is too 
easy, too hard or poorly presented? Is he having trouble 
paying attention to most things? Perhaps he needs to be 
tested for attention deficit disorder. Does he have a girlfriend 
in the class whom he's striving to impress? Is he showing off 
for the guys in the class? Is he upset or angry with particular 
teachers? 

After you evaluate his situation, then confront the root 
problem. If you are unable to talk this out with him, consider 
a family counselor who specializes with teenagers. Also, 
impress upon him the importance of basic respect. We might 
not always want to behave, but we can act responsibly 
because of respect for others and for ourselves.-Wade 
Rowatt 

Q. My heart breaks when the single people in our church 
feel shut out from the rest of the congregation. Help! 

Sometimes a married person in the "married world" has 
no concept of what it's like to be in the minority. When 
announcements are made that everyone is either in a couple 
or should be, it does damage to a significant part of the body 
of Christ. 

We must reclaim the biblical vision of the church as a 
body. When single people are discriminated against, the body 
is not only damaged- it has become self-mutilated. 

It also is a blow to the church's effort to reach non­
Christians. When a church ignores singles, nearly half the 
adult population is excluded from the message of salvation. 

Here are a few ideas for knocking down the doors of 
prejudice and helping married people become aware of single 
adults: 
■ Ask for 15 minutes of a deacon's meeting. Have three 

single people from a variety of contexts (never-married, 
divorced, widowed, ·single parent) briefly share from their 
own hearts. 
■ Have single adults share their testimonies with the 

congregation. 
■ Have single adults teach married adult classes 

occasionally. 
■ Go to the pastor, ask where there are needs in the 

church and offer to serve. 
■ Pray for a vision to "color outside the lines." God wants 

to match your gifts with the needs of the world. Perhaps the 
church can be a vehicle to help make your dreams a reality. A 
church that wants to grow in the 21st century will encourage 
all members to do service in the areas of their gifts and 
passions. 

The church that was designed for 1959 will not meet the 
needs of 1999. Single adults can help point the way. -James 
Stillwell 
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, as­
sistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Wade 
Rowatt, director ofthe St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in 
Louisville; and Al Shackleford, editor of Mature Living magazine. 
Send questions for Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, Ky. 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
World will be watching Baptists in Atlanta 
By Wayne Ward 

Some of us have spent a large part of this past 
year trying to repair the damage that was done to 
our worldwide mission by the unfortunate report that 
went out from our Salt Lake City convention last 
June. The media trumpeted the news that Southern 

should love his wife as "Christ loved the church and 
gave himself up for her" (Ephesians 5:25). That is 
the picture of a Christian marriage, and it is beauti­
ful to behold. 

If this had been an unintentional oversight, the 
committee surely :Vould have hastened to include 
the omitted verses. They might even ~ave thanked 

Baptists had joined other religious groups 
that subjugate women, by demanding that 
wives submit "graciously" to their hus­
bands. 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

our missionary brother for saving them 
from a tragic misrepresentation of the bib- · 
lical teaching. 

Instead, they rudely slapped him down. 
That message probably was heard by more peo­

ple than were reached by all our missionaries around 
the world. It was the last word oppressed women in 
most of our mission fields, at home and abroad, 
needed to hear. 

One of our pastoral patriarchs even thundered: 
''Why, if we include those verses, it will-stand the 
whole statement on _its head." He was exactly right. 

Was everybody asleep? Did everyone miss the 
point? Or did they have another agenda they were 
going to push through even if they had to exclude 
the absolutely crucial opening and closing verses? 
If those verses, as he said, turned the committee's 
statement "on its head," then obviously their inter­
pretation already had turned the biblical text upside 
down. In an action that shocked the world, Chris­
tian and non-Christian alike, the crucial verses which 
the committee ign?red were loudly voted down by 
a convention of biblical inerrantists. 

It would help if we honestly could claim that the 
media, as usual, missed the point. But, for once, the 
press and television- both Baptist and secular- re­
ally did get the point. Leaving out the biblical teach­
ing of "mutual submission to each other out of rev­
erence for Christ" (Ephesians 5:21) was no over­
sight. When a former missionary tried to include that 
verse which introduces this passage on the Chris­
tian family, the· committee and the convention re­
jected it. 

This faithful pastor knew that the wives (and hus­
bands) to whom he had preached the gospel on the 
mission field needed to hear the whole message in 
Ephesians 5, not a doctored version. Yes, wives are 
told to submit to their husbands, but all Christians 
are commanded to submit to one-another. Even more 
important than our submission to each other is our 
mutual submission to Christ. 

Please, fellow Baptists, let us remember that the 
world we want to reach with the gospel is watching 
and listening to our "in-house" politics. What we 
try to do in secret will be shouted from the house­
tops. Do we really want to proclaim a distorted mes­
sage by voting down the biblical texts we don't like? 
Or should we invite the world to look into our hearts 
and deeds to see if we are really faithful witnesses 
to our Lord Jesus Christ? 

It is a terrible distortion of this biblical teaching 
to suggest a wife should "graciously submit" her­
self to a husband who has hot already submitted him­
self to Christ. Also, Paul plainly says the husband 

The world will be watching- and listening- in 
Atlanta. 

Wayne Ward is a retired professor of theology at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville 

When did we see you sick or in prison? One lady had surgery for cancer. 
She told me with tears in her eyes, 
"Everyone has been so good to me 
during this time. I'm going to start 
giving a cup of cold water to oth­
ers." She meant she was going to 
start ministering to the sick. She 
never really did. Why? It was be­
cause of self-control. She needed to 
be Spirit-controlled. It is not easy to 
give up control of self. It takes place . 
when the abiding presence of Christ 
takes up residence in our lives. 

By Wyman Copass 

"Then the righteous will answer 
him, 'Lord when did we see you hun­
gry and feed you, or thirsty and give 
you something to 
drink? When did we see 
you a stranger and in­
vite you in, or needing 
clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you 
sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?"' (Mat­
thew '25:37-39) 

In the judgment, 
Jesus will confront the 
righteous with some hard-hitting 
questions. Interestingly enough, it is 
too late for those who are being 
judged to do anything about either 
the hungry, the stranger or the sick. 

Jesus uses a strong play on ques­
tions to confront his followers with 
a very important subject- ministry 
in Jesus' name. This is the kind of 
"reasonable and perfect service" 
(Romans 12: 1) the apostle talks to 
the church about. He is addressing 

the ministry of believers today: It is 
ministry in Jesus' name. 

The key word is "righteous." 
Jesus is talking about believers. 
Feeding the hungry, befriending the 

stranger and minister­
ing to the sick are 
works Christians 
should routinely be in­
volved in. 

Note one problem. 
We want very much to 
be thought of as good 
Christians who pray, 
witness and minister, 
when in reality we do a 
lot more thinking and 

dreaming than we actually do min­
istering. 

There's a reason for this. We've 
failed to discover an important 
teaching of Christ. We spend too 
much time working for Christ, 
working in our own strength, rather 
than allowing Christ to work in us. 
Much of our work is in the flesh and 
not in the Spirit. It is difficult to 
serve when we are trying to do it in 
the flesh. There is no joy in it. 

Christ continues to ask the same 
questions. He is not interested in 
what you would like to be known for 
doing. He wants to know what the 
righteous are doing right now. 

What are you doing in Jesus' 
name? Judge yourself. Don't wait 
until later. "How do I do that?" you 
may ask. No one can speak for you, 
but you might put it alongside the 
contemporary song, "I've Just Seen 
Jesus!" Have you seen him lately? 
Was it while you were ministering 
to the sick? • 

Hopefully, the answer to that 
question is a resounding, "Yes." 
Wyman Copass is an evangelist in Owens­
boro 
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MINISTRY 
·1 WMU meeting highlights ministries & missionaries 

WMU executive board 

ELIZABETHTOWN-Peggy Hicks was .re-elected president 
f -of Kentucky WMU di.iring last week's annual meeting. 
~ In addition to Hicks, of Louisville, Garnett Hutchinson of 
r Dry. Ridge was re-elected recording secretary: Pat Howard of 

Bo~ling Green was elected vice president for the 1999-2000 
year. 

Other WMU executive board members elected are: 
■ Central region: Bonnie Cecil, Bardstown; Sheila Rose, 

Lawrenceburg; Leigh Anne Alexander, Louisville. 
■ North central region: Susan Stinnett, Frankfort; Tyanna 

. White, Lexington; Velma Clifton, Hebron. 
11 ■ Northeastern region: Margie Wilson, Wheelwright; 

Andrea Cable, Campton; Sara Ann Billups, Cattlettsburg. 
■ South central region: Joan Wheat, Russell Springs; 

t. Geneva Faw, Waynesburg; Irma Woodrow, Burgin. • 
■ Southeastern region: Estella Brashear, Viper; Janrose 

Dewees, Corbin;-Wanda Whited, London. 
■ Southern region: Sharon Gilliland, Russellville; Etta 

Butcher, Franklin; Oleta Money, Upton. 
■ Southwestern region: Carlann Harris, LaCenter; Debbie 

Bell, Murray; Gloria Hatzakorzian, Hopkinsville. 
■ Western region: Linda Jones, Nebo; Sharon 

Westerfield, Owensboro; Joyce Paris, Sturgis. 
•.tlri,;,;,.,,:i 
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Continued from page 1 
to minister in such areas as North Ko­
rea, China and elsewhere where Chris­
tians never would have dreamed of 
being able to take the gospel, Pumpelli 
added. 

"It's fantastic. It's wonderful the 
open doors that Jesus keeps present­
ing to us," he said. 

But that access has added a sense 
of urgency to the task of missions 
because no one can predict how long 
some of the doors will be open, he 
added. 

Emily and Keely Brandon, the 
twin daughters of missionaries 
Cathy and David Brandon, thanked 
WMU for their financial and prayer 
support, both while they were with 
their parents and now that they at­
tend Georgetown College. 

"It's great to know there's so 
many people who love us even 
though they don't really know us," 
Keely Brandon said. 

WMU continues to work through 
its special emphasis! "Project HELP: 
Violence," an effort to get Christians 
involved in ministries and projects 
to reduce violence and abuse in their 

WMU ANNUAL MEETING About 1,000 
women and girls attended the April 16-17 
meeting in Elizabethtown. ■ Above: Beth 
Perkins, missionary in residence at 
Georgetown, talks about Christian Ministry 
Corps, a project to link Georgetown, 
Campbellsville University and Cumberland 
College students for mission projects. 
■ Top left: Young girls who attended the 
Girls in Action program. ■ Middle left: 
Missionary Larry Pumpelli. ■ Middle right: 
Julie Losch of Cynthiana, Ky., (left) talks 
with Kim Davis, camp specialist for 
Kentucky WMU, at a prayer walk booth. 
■ Middle right: Kentucky Disaster Relief 
volunteer Jerry Butcher, of Franklin, gives 
Cheryl Hicks (right) and Pearl Wilson a tour 
of the organization's mobile emergency 
cooking unit. ■ Bottom right: Women 
watch a film about migrant missions. 
(Photos by Billy Suratt & David Winfrey) 

DOUBLE TAKE Emily and Keely Brandon, 
twin daughters of missionaries David and 
Cathy Brandon, thank WMU for their 
support while abroad and now while they 
attend Georgetown College. 

communities. 
"WMU desires to pave the way 

to peace," said Brina Stephens, co­
ordinator for the emphasis. 

Lora Lee Smith, a Southern Bap­
tist missionary in Cleveland, shared 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
{12 to 43 passengers) 

her testimony, which includes being 
abused as a child, being a single 
mother and a series of personal and 
professional challenges and set­
backs. 

"We were never promised that 
life would be fair, only that God 
would be there, and that's enough," 
Smith said. 

She challenged people to get out 
of their comfort zones, noting that af­
ter she became a Ch1istian she became 
angry that she had not heard about 
Jesus until she was 28 years old. 

Often, she said, younger Christians 
claim they are too unskilled to do mis­
sions work; older Christians say 
they ' re too old; and middle-aged 
Ch1istians claim they're too busy. 

"Who· s left to do kingdom work?" 
she asked. "If you· re not willing to go 
now, then when?" 

Next year's annual meeting will be 
April 14-15 at First Baptist Church of 
Bowling Green. 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
{800) 3 70-6180 
{615) 376-2287 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

If you love 
Love is something you do. If 

you love your family, you act like 
it. If you love your friends, you 

_ demonstrate it. If you love God, 
you show it. 

Christian financial stewardship 
boils down to loving God and oth­
ers and showing it. 

Although it is true one's love 
for God cannot be measured or 

you have iittle or no money for 
God, the way you love God is ev­
ident. 

If you tip a waiter or waitress 
15 to 16 percent and are content 
to give God much less, then you 
are more concerned about what 
the waiter or waitress thinks than 
what God thinks. 

Our Lord said, "For where 
evaluated just by one' s 
financial contributions 
through one's church 
and church-related or­
ganizations, it is also 
true one cannot love 
God without some evi­
dence of that love in the 
stewardship of giving. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also ." 
(Matthew 6:21) 

Our pattern of giving 
clearly evidences our 
real love for God. 
Therefore, since love is 
something you do, let 
me encourage you to 
love God and do some­
thing about it in the way 
you give through your 
church and church­
related organizations. 

If you go to a sports 
event, spend $25 to 
$100 on each ticket plus 
the cost of transporta- _ 
tion, meals and refresh- Barry Allen 
ments while there, and 
perhaps even the cost of overnight 
lodging, and then come home and 
put $10 to $20 in the offering plate 
at church, you have said a great 
deal about your love life. 

If you go out to eat, see a mov­
ie, catch a snack on the way home 
and then give $5 to $10 to your 
church, there' s ·something wrong 
with your love for God. 

If you have money to get your 
hair styled, to go hunting or fish­
ing, to play golf or tennis and to 
do anything else you desire but 

Laurie Valentine and 
I are available to assist you in dis­
covering a pattern of planned giv­
ing that will clearly reflect your 
love for God, your family and one 
or more of your favorite Baptist 
causes, including your church. 
Our toll-free number is (88 8) 254-
5701. -

Barry Allen is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Founda tion, 10605 
Shelby ville Roa d, Lo11iSl'i lle. KY 
40223; (888) 254-5701 
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MISSIONS 
Church Seeks Pastor 

Lexington Avenue Baptist Church in Danville, Ky., is. seeking candidates for the position of 
pastor. The successful candidate for this position will be the senior member of the ministe­
rial staff of the church, and in this -capacity has the following responsibilities: 
♦ Planning and conducting worship services and observing ordinations; 
♦ Leading the church in an effective program of witnessing and in a caring, sensitive and 

inclusive ministry in the church and community; 
♦ Working with deacons, church officers and committees as they fulfill their designated 

responsibilities; 
♦ Facilitating the church's relationship with state and denominational organizations, both 

within the Baptist denomination and with other denominations; 
♦ Leading the planning, execution and evaluation of the total church program, including 

serving as the chief administrator of the paid church staff. 
A competitive compensation package will be based on the successful candidate's training 

and experience. 
Lexington Avenue Baptist Church, established in 1927, is a moderate congregation of ap­

proximately 600 resident members, affiliated with the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. Lexington Avenue Baptist Church is located in the Blue­
grass Region of Kentucky, named by Time magazine as one of the "ten best small towns in 
America." 

Those wishing to make nominations or to apply for the position should contact the search 
committee by letter. Each candidate should submit the following materials: (1) A letter de­
scribing his or her approach to and qualifications for ministry; (2) A current resume, includ­
ing references; and, (3) A videotape of a Sunday service that he or she conducted. 

All contacts should be addressed to: Mrs. Barbara Beck, secretary, Pastor Search Commit- • 
tee, Lexington Avenue Baptist Church, 339 West Lexington Ave., Danville, KY 40422. 

All communications and materials will be held in the strictest confidence. Candidates will 
be kept informed of the search's progress. 

Spring break in Charleston Truth remains 

Bap.tists may be asked to help 
Kosovo refugees move ta u.s.· 

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)-lf the United States begil}S 
accepting refugees from war-torn Kosovo, Southern Baptists 
likely will be among those asked to help, the North American 
Mission Board's immigration ministries specialist said. 

"At this point, there has been no discussion to resettle 
Kosovo refugees in the United States," said Richard Robinson 
of NAMB's ministry evangelism team. "But this discussion will 
likely take place very soon." 

R.obinson said he anticipates refugees will request asylum 
in the United States and asks that Southern Baptists begin 
praying about their involvement in resettling these families, 

"The United States government does not finance the 
resettlement of refugees," Robinson said. "Charitable 
organizations and churches bear the responsibility." 

Thus far, more than 600,000 people have fled the Josovo 
region of Yugoslavia, seeking refuge in Albania, Macedonia, 
Montenegro and Bosnia-Herzegovina. The United States has 
committed to building refugee barracks in Albania and may 
airlift up to 20,000 refugees to Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in 
Cuba, Robinson said. 

Robinson said concerned Southern Baptists can respond 
in at least three ways: 

I Pray for an end to the hostilities in Kosovo. 
I Provide financial help. Contributions can be sent to the 

Southern Baptist International Mission Board, designated for 
Kosovo relief, at 1MB, Office of Finance, Box 6767, Richmond, 
VA 23230, Attention: Kosovo Relief. 

I Pray about serving as a sponsor for refugees if Kosovo 
refugees are resettled in the United States. 

"Refugee sponsorship is an exciting way to be on mission 
with God among future Americans," Robinson said. 

For information about refugee resettlement ministry 
opportunities, contact NAMB's office of immigration 
ministries at (770) 410-6343. 

By Robert Dunston sity and Cumberland University of 
Tennessee. 

It seems that society is finally difference. 

Two years ago, Amy Hart, a Each morning the students 
Cumberland pre-med student and the scraped and painted the homes of two 
daughter of Tony Hart and Rebecca elderly Charleston residents. One of 
Jones of Clinton, Tenn., went to the residents, who had experienced 
Charleston, S.C., to help transform an great hardship in life, was an inspira­
older building into a mission dental tion to the students particularly 
clinic. through her constant giving. When 

The experience was so meaning- the students arrived she had fresh, 
ful to her that she suggest- homemade cookies ready 
ed Cumberland College CUMBERLAND for them. One day she 
consider going.for a spring COLLEGE greeted them with fried 
break mission trip. So this chicken. Having gone to 
year our campus minister ------- Charleston to give of 
Dean Whitaker, Hart and themselves, the students 
24 other Cumberland stu- had to learn how to be gra-
dents headed for Charles- cious receivers. 
ton in March. In the early afternoons, 

The students who min- they divided into three 
istered in Charleston were teams. One team worked 
Stephen Ambrose, Brooke ...._ _____ ..... in multihousing ministry 
Andrew, Mac Brown, with children and brought 
Sherry Clark, Andy Cooper, Nadia back a desire to engage in that type 
Ghoughi, Kris Gilliam, Lori Grigs- of ministry here in Williamsburg. A 
by, Matt Joyce, Carrie Keener, Emily second team worked in a neighbor­
Kress, Sonny Lethcoe, Jeremy hood in sports ministry, teachingbas­
Lynch, Stephanie Mahler, Jessica ketball skills while also proclaiming 
Margrave, Travis Masters, Matt Mc- their Christian faith. Children who 
Kee, Roni Beth Minix, Nathan Riner, had been difficult to work with all 
Julie Ross, Arie Schadler, Jamey week hated to see the caring team 
Short, Jessica Strimple and Jennifer members leave. The third team 
Van Camp along with Hart. Every- worked in the marketplace providing 
one had a wonderful time. coffee for the vendors and engaging 

Whitaker and the students stayed in creative ministry activities. 
at the Dorches~er-Waylin Bapt!st Robert Dunston is chairman of the re­
C~urch fellowship hall _and gym WI~- /igion department at Cumberland Co/­
m1ss1on teams from Middle Georgia /ege, 6000 College Sration Dr. , Wi/1-
College, Western Kentucky Univer- iamsburg. Ky. 40769 

figuring out what we believers have Kentucky Baptist Homes for 
known for some time- church Children' s mission to provide care 
works. and hope to hurting children and 

Prominent sociologists and psy- families through Christ-centered 
chologists are now confirming that ministries has stood the test of time, 
church attendance makes a signifi- science, cultural change and secu­
cant difference for people striving lar scrutiny. When all el_se crumbles 
to turn their lives around. like castles in the sand, truth re-

Desmond Runyon of the N01th mains. 
Carolina Chapel Hill 
School of Medicine stud­
ied 667 children consid­
ered to be at risk of be­
havioral problems 
stemming from abuse, 
neglect or other crises. 
The study "determined 
that regular church atten­
dance was the leading in­
dicator of who would 
avoid trouble." I like that 
adjective. 

John Diiulio, a fonner 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

Kentucky's Christian 
heritage is so rich and vi­
brant I fear that some­
tim·es we forget the thou­
sands of children in our 
commonwealth who 
have never heard the 
good news of Jesus 
Christ and don't know 
the joy that comes from • 
being pa.it of a family of 
believers. 

street kid from South · Bill Smithwick 

As child abuse aware­
ness is promoted this 
month, I hope you'll take 
stock. When you see a Philadelphia who is a .--­

professor at Princeton and seriior 
fe llow at the Brookings Institute, 
has written dozens of aiticles on 
faith-based social solutions. From a 
scientific perspective, Diiulio sug­
gests research seems to point to re­
ligion as the most powe1fol factor 
to help youth escape poverty. 

Societies and cultures have tried 
so many things to meet the needs 
of hmting people. I find it refresh­
ing that society is catching on to the 
reality that faith in God makes· a 

blue ribbon, remember those thou­
sands of children who are hungry, 
battered or j ust plain ignored. 
KBHC is approaching its I 30th 
birthday. Obviously something's 
working; we think it's God. Join us. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
/080/ Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
Ky. 40243. Ca ll (800) 456-1 386. 
KBHC's lnte.r,1et address is: http:// 
www.iglou.co111/kbhcl 
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NATION 
■ Court refuses to hear father's case about abortion. The 
U.S. Supreme Court has refused to hear an appeal from an 
Illinois man who claimed a hospital shouJd have obtained his 
permission before performing an abortion on a woman he 
impregnated. In refusing to hear the case, the high court left 
standing lower-court rulings that rejected the claim of the 
man. The 7th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals upheld a ruling by 
a district court that granting the claim would "impede" the 
woman's constitutional right to have an abortion as 
interpreted by the Supreme Court. 

CI-\URCI-\ Wf£K0AY EDUCATION 
s E M I N A R 
June 5 & 12, 1999 8:00am till 3:20pm 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road, Louisville, Kentucky 

■ $10 million religion project launched. The Pew Charitable 
Trusts have launched a $1 O million initiative to study the 
expanding and changing role of religion in American public 
life. The "Religious Communities and the American Public 
Square" initiative was started with grants of $1.25 million 

FEE: $10.00 per person CREDIT: Six hours. All are state approved. Lunch will be provided! 

During lunch, hear Or. Scott Wigginton talk about Coping with Stress and Burnout! 

Attend age-level as well as special interest conferences. Topics include: Discipline, Directors, 
Play, Family, Music, Art, Special Needs, Before/After School, Organizing, Moral Development, 
Creative Activities! Visit the Child Development Center! 

For more Information and to receive registration forms call: 

each being awarded to researchers to study the civic 
contributions of mainline Protestant, African-American and 
Jewish congregations in the United States. The projects will 
include public forums as well as research. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention, Sunday School Dept. 
502/254-4730 or Toll Free 1-888-254-5709 
)bu will be pre-registered when your fee has been received by the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 
Refunds will be given until June 2, 1999. 

■ Bible society opens first regional office. The best-selling 
book of all time got an extra boost in Houston this month 

ti:- ~ 

(~KIJC with _the opening of the American Bible Society's first regional 
office. Headquartered in New York since its founding in 1a16, 
the society hopes that adding a stronger grassroots approach 
will permit more local volunteer involvement and help develop 
customized programs to distribute Bibles. Society 
representatives are working with Houston pastoral groups 
seeking custom Bibles for special observances and with 
literacy and youth outreach programs. The society's products 
include video and CD-ROM versions of Scripture stories to 
capture youngsters' attention. The society distributed 64 
million Bibles, New Testaments, Scripture portions and other 
items in the United States last year. 

. ·,:,~ ---·:•:•···'•"•"·""".:./.,,,:t 
.,,,,.~ .. -,.·='='''··='···· KENTUCKY Mnl$T COIIVENTIDII 

Sunday School and Bible Study 
10701 Shelt;;,ville Road, Louisville, KY 40243 
http://www.kybaptist.org 

REAL 
• PRACTICAL 

Oneida 1899-1999, a look back 
Oneida, like many other ministries of faith, has 

had its share of _difficult and challenging times. 
The following is from a letter written in October 
1930 from the founder of our school, James 
Anderson Bums, who had been traveling across 
America, trying to raise sufficient funds to keep 
his struggling mountain school going. 

"I am writing this to you because I know from 
Jong experience how much you need encourage­
ment under this distracting crisis. I want you to 
pass this on to the rest of the workers. It 
may make the burden a little lighter. 

"It is more difficult to get money 
now than ever before in the history of 
our work. The great common people, 
.who have played so large a part in the 
support of Oneida, have no money to 
give. They are barely able to keep up 
their own living expenses, and many of 
them are gradually falling behind. 
Many of them were completely crushed 
in the collapse of the stock market a year 
ago. This forces us to appeal to the peo­
ple of large means. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

.. -1:,l' 

thing occurs to keep us from getting too hungry 
to work and too discouraged to pray. 

"We spend the daylight hours on the subway 
and the elevator hastening from place to place, 
conferring with people of vast means and influ­
ence. At night we write letters. We are too busy to . 
become discouraged, and almost all the people 
who give us kindly advice tell us to go right on. 

"You see, Charley, it would never do to aban-
don our work now. We have so much of our lives 

invested in it that we cannot afford to 
give it up. We must stand by it in this 
time of trial because it has saved so 
many of our boys and girls in the past 
and will save so many more in the fu­
ture. 

"Then we must not forget that our 
Heavenly Father knows all our needs 
-and will supply them. He knows about 
our deficit and our grocery bills. We 
must trust him. 

"To this end we are here in the heart W.F. Underwood 

"I am trusting you-all the force 
there-to keep up the high standard of 
our work in the classrooms and on the 
campus. I never doubt the workers there 
for one little hour. I know that all of you of New York working constantly and 

meeting with much encouragement every day. We 
find the people who are at the head of things here 
very kind and sympathetic. 

"The editors of the great newspapers and peri­
odicals are most gracious in their attitude. The 
schools, dubs and churches are opening their 
doors to our appeal. . _ 

"With the timely ads which are being so nobly 
given here, it looks like we shall succeed in this 
campaign beyond doubt if we can only keep up 
living expenses a few weeks longer. Several times 
since we came here we have hardly been able to 
buy a meal ticket. But, as always in the past, some-

will work and watch and pray with me till the mists 
have cleared away. 

"Just remember ,that while we are laboring al­
most beyond enduran.ce in the heart of this great 
metropolis, Oneida with its past, present and fu­
ture is in our hearts. Then, just think how glad 
and grateful we shall be when the Master crowns 
our labors with success and Oneida has sufficient 
endowment to protect her from crises like this in 
the future." 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, P.O. Box 67. Oneida, Ky. 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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Real Life magazine has the information you 
want about family, finance & fun in Kentucky. 

Call (888) 254-5728 to subscribe or to learn how Real life helps churches reach their neighbors. 

'93 student body president is Ohio pastor 
While Chris Tannreuther was at 

Clear Creek in 1989-93, his in­
volvement was in music and youth 
work. He preached few sermons, 
but knew God had called him to be 
a pastor. 

That calling now finds fulfill­
ment at Amanda Baptist Church in 
Middletown, Ohio. Since Chris 
went to Amanda in January 1996, 
the average Sunday 
morning attendance has 
grown from 20 to 83. 
Offerings increased from 
$500 a week to $1,083. 
After 14 years as a mis­
sion, the congregation 
constituted as a church in 
August 1998. 

A significant turning 
point came in 1996. 
Strained relations with 
the sponsoring Universi­
ty Baptist Church culmi­

building plans. 
The church's ministry is expand­

ed through the pastor's diverse in­
volvement in community life. As a 
volunteer chaplain for the German­
town Police Department, Chris 
rides with officers and does coun­
seling, weddings and funerals. He 
works a regular shift with other pas­
tors as a volunteer chaplain at the 

Middletown Hospital. 
This year he serves as 

president of the ministe­
rial association and mod­
erator of the association. 
The problem of domestic 
violence motivated Chris 
to prepare materials "to 
give people an informed 
choice." He has made 
presentations at the asso­
ciation executive board, 
two churches and the city 
schools' GED program. 

With this "full plate" nated in an outward step Bill Whittaker 
of reconciliation. At a · --­
celebration for the 30-year minis­

of ministry, Chris and his 
wife, Donna, also are in the final 
weeks of the adoption process for 
8-year-old Jimmy, whom they re­
ceived in November. 

try of the University church's pas­
tor, 28 Amanda members stood to 
express thanksgiving and ask for­
.giveness for things said and done. 

"From that time on we had re­
vi val," Chris said. "Two weeks lat­
er, seven people were saved." 

With a grant from the Miami 
Valley Association, Amanda Bap­
tist became debt free in July 1998. 
With classes meeting in the foyer, 
the congregation now considers 

"I'm thankful for all God is do­
ing and just want to be faithful, will­
ing and obedient in following my 
Lord," Chris said. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, Ky. 40977 
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Soul Tsunami: Sink or Swim in New 
Millennium Culture. Leonard Sweet, 
1999. Zondervan Publishing Co. 448 
Pages. $19.99. ♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

Leonard Sweet is dean of the 
theological school, as well as vice 
president and professor of postmod­
ern Christianity at Drew University. 
He also is an ardent observer of 
postmodern culture and a fervent 
advocate of embracing the challeng­
es and possibilities facing the church 
in the new millennium. 

Of his latest book, Sweet writes, 
"This book is best read, not in one 
448-page gout, but in snatches and 
snippets, where you can give the iro­
nies time to play and work them­
selves out." I would both agree and 
disagree with his admonition. One 
should read this book 
through from cover to 
cover. The scope is 
breathtaking, the writ­
ing stimulating and the 
insights thought-pro­
voking. Having com­
pleted the initial read 
through, the true ben­
efit will come by go­
ing back through and 
re-reading those parts 
that got stuck in ·your 
mind or imagination. 

Sweet states 
"'SoulTsumani' was 
written to advocate the 
exciting new advantages for the 
body of Christ in postmodern cul­
ture." He sets out to do this by lead­
ing the reader through a tour of the 
hopes and fears of the· new millen­
nium. His basic assumption is that a 
tidal wave of change has swept 
through our culture and that we are 
living through a time of transition 
whose end is not in sight. The key 
question for the church is, "Will we 

Daley 
Observations 

Daley. 
Observabons 

Tl,Brat4CR. Daw/• 
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A book of 75 columns 
by Western Recorder 
Editor Emer.itus C.R. 
Daley. The peifect gift 
for pastors or anyone 
interested in Kentucky 
Baptists. 
Send check tor $15 to 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253 

MEDIA 
be swept away by the change, or will 
we transform the direction of the 
change?" 

This book is chock full of theo­
ry, social-observation, practical sug­
gestions, ways to help church lead­
ers look at the world as it is and even 
a little preaching. I found some of 
the on-line resources he references 
particularly helpful and stimulating. 
The book also has its own web site: 
www.soultsunami.com. Jim Holla­
day 

What Are They Saying About the 
Formation of Israel? John 
McDermott. Paulist Press, 1998. 113 
pages. $10.95. ♦♦♦♦ 

This book is a part of a series 
from Paulist Press that seeks to make 

the current views of 
scholars available to 
laypeople. 

The "they" in the ti­
tle of each of the 25 
books in this series are 
scholars from the par- ·. 
ticular area. Since 
Paulist is a Catholic 
press, some of the titles 
deal with specifically 
Catholic Church issues. 
Most, however, ·con­
cern ethical and bibli­
cal issues that Protes­
tants will find interest­
ing. For example, each 

of the fou r Gospels and Paul get 
treated in the series. 

McDermott's book addresses an 
issue that initially seems to be a non­
issue. But a careful reading of the 
biblical accounts of the settlement of 
Canaan shows that the seemingly 
continuous narrative from the Pen­
tateuch through Joshua contains nu­
merous contradictions if viewed as 
a literal history. Therefore, McDer-

mott shows how most scholars be­
lieve the "history" has a theological 
purpose rather than a literal purpose. 

These questions are then asked: 
What is the history of the formation 
of Israel? How much of that history 
is in the Bible? How much of it can 
be reconstructed from other textual 
and archaeological sources? McDer­
mott walks the reader through the 
three classic models proposed for 
the formation of Israel and then 
shows how recent advancements in 
archaeology and biblical studies 
have birthed new 
models. 

McDermott's 
book is valuable di­
rectly because of the 
well-presented ma­
terial on his subject 
matter. The book 
also is valuable be­
cause it seeks to 
bridge the gap be­
tween scholars and 
the person in the 
pew. The other 
books in this series 
I have used are equally valuable, and 
I commend the series to ministers, 
laypeople and especially church li­
brarie1, as reference material. Wayne 
Hager 

When True Simplicity is Gained: 
Finding Spiritual Clarity in a Com­
plex World. Martin Marty and Micah 
Marty. 1998, William B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 112 pages. $16. 00. 
♦♦♦♦♦ 

Simplicity. Everybody wants it. 
A lot of folks are ready to tell you 
how to get it. Few of us have it. 

Church historian and observer of 
American religion Martin Marty ob­
serves that most of the "advertised 
paths to simplicity can be quite com-

Gospel Hall of Fame inducting six 
NASHVILLE (RNS)-The Gos­

pel Music Association will induct 
six gospel music• groups and two in­
dividuals into its Hall of Fame this 
week. 

The groups being inducted are 
the Cathedral Quartet, the Fairfield 
Four, Florida Boys, Gaither Trio, 
Mighty Clouds of Joy and Second 
Chapter of Acts. The two individual 
inductees are George Younce, the 
bassist with the Cathedral Quartet, 
and evangelist Billy Graham, who is 
being honored for "providing a plat­
form" for Christian artists, the GMA 
said. 

The inductions will occur April 
21 at the conclusion of the associa­
tion' s annual Gospel Music Week, 
an industry conference in Nashville. 

"Each of this year's Hall of Fame 
inductees have played a remarkable 
role in inspiring and entertaining 

. millions through their special min- • 
istries," said Frank Breeden, GMA . 
president. "Be it through the melo­
dy of song or through the spoken 
word of a spiritual address, our in­
ductees reflect the diversity and 
worldwide appe_al of the gospel mu­
sic industry." 

Younce has recorded more than 
100 gospel albums, including the 
award-winning "Symphony of 
Praise" with the London Philhar­
monic Orchestra. 

The Cathedral Quartet began in 
1964, just as Southern gospel music 
was becoming popul ar, an~ is 
known for the hits "Step Into the 
Water," "The Master Builder" and 
"Boundless Love." 

The Florida Boys, which began 
in 1947 as the Gospel Melody Quar­
tet, is another Southern gospel 
group. Its hits include "When He 
Was on the Cross" and "Lead Me to 
the Altar." 

The Fairfield Four, which be­
came nationally known in 1942, is 
known for the hits "My Ood Called 
Me This Morning" and "Dig a Lit-

. tle Deeper." 
The Gaither Trio introduced an 

upbeat style of gospel music in 1964 
that has transcended to today's con­
temporary Christian style. The 
group's hits include "Because He 
Lives" and "The King is Coming." 

The Mighty Clouds of Joy, a 
soulful group that began in 1955, 
was the first gospel group to perform 
on "Soul Train." Its hits include 
"Everybody Ought to Praise His 
Name" and "I Made a Step." 

Second Chapter of Acts began in 
the early 1970s, adding intricate 
three-part harmony to the contem­
porary inspirational music scene. 
The group, which disbanded in 
1988, is known most for its 1974 hit 
"Easter Song.' '. 

plex." In his review of the vast ar­
ray of literature on the simplified or 
simple life, he finds that most of 
them have something in common: 
"they [give] complicated advice on 
how to live simply." 

Wi th the words of the Shaker 
hymn "Simple Gifts" in mind, Mar­
tin and Micah Marty invite us into a 
different type of book of simplicity. 
Rather than something to be won, 
they see simplicity as a gift. With 
that in mind, the key question is not, • 
"What must I do to live simply?" 

Rather it is, "How 
should we receive it 
and the other gifts 
that come with it?" 

Instead of an­
other self-help 
book with 30 steps 
to simplicity, this 
book invites the 
reader to experi­
ence the gift of sim­
plicity. The book 
consists of 47 pair­
ings of photographs 
and text, which are 

designed for daily reflection. The 
text is arranged around 47 words 
that relate to the simple life. Each 
day contains a prayer, a reflection 
and Scripture. 

The accompanying photographs 
are simple, black-and-white scenes 
from Kentucky at Shaker Village at 
Pleasant Hill. Their . stark, spare · 
beauty testifies to the symmetry of 
the gift of simplicity . Photographer 
Micah Marty notes that the photog­
rapher's work is especially suited to 
representing the theme of the book: 
"Photography, unlike most other 
arts, involves at its essence the strip­
ping away of the superfluous." 

"When True Simplicity is 
Gained" is a treat for the stressed 
soul. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

Book series helps schools teach 
religion's impact on· America 

ARLINGTON, Va. (RNS)-Teachers now have a new 
resource to aid classroom discussions about religion. 

"Religion in American Life" is a 17-volume series from 
Oxford University Press that examines the role of religion in 
American history. 

"This isn't an easy process-to encourage schools to do 
better in terms of dealing with religious issues," said Charles 
Haynes, senior scholar of religious freedom programs at the 
First Amendment Center in Arlington, Va. 

Haynes, who spoke this month at the center about the 
series, and the center are producing teacher's guides t-0 
accompany the series. • 

Jon Butler, a professor of American studies and religion at 
• Yale University and one of the general editors, said that in the 

past, the main materials on religion available to students were 
abbreviated encyclopedic entries and denominational 
publications. 

The new books, written by historians, focus on religion's 
. interaction with American culture more than theology, Butler 

said. 
The· volumes, which still are in the process of being 

published, are divided into three categories-topical, 
chronological and by group. 

Among the volumes already released are "Church and 
State in Americr.t," "Mormons in America, '.' "Jews in America" 
and "African-American Religion." 

Others will include volumes on women, Native Americans, 
Orthodox Christians and religion in colonial times, the 19th 
c_entury and the 20th century. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi Former Ky. pastor & wife appointed missionaries 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 
partnerships with 

Baptists in New England, 
Poland and Tanzania: 

■ Urgent need: 
Kentucky volunteers to 

lead vacation Bible 
schools in Poland July 

6-19 and July 27:Aug. 8. 
Call the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention's partnership 

office for information: 
(502) 244-6462 or ·(888) 

254-5724. 

■ Give thanks for a 
generous financial gift 

which will make possible 
the completion of a 
hospital in Mbeya, 

Tanzania. 

■ Larry and Joy 
Lindsey, volunteer 

coordinators for the 
Poland-Kentucky Baptist 

partnership. 

■ Sosan Carson, 
student minister in 
language school in 

Warsaw, Poland, asks, 
"As I work with 

students, ask God to 
equip and empower me 

with the Holy Spirit in 
• my call and service." 

■ Give thanks for a 
successful Alpha 

Conference. recently in 
Boston. The conference 

trained church leaders to 
introduce non-church­
goers to the Christian 

faith. 

■ The Baptist 
Convention of New 

England church rriusic 
workshop Aprjl 23-24 in 

Randolph, Vt. 

■ An.Old Testament 
professor and librarian 

needed for the 
International Baptist 

Theological Seminary of 
East Africa. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Lowell Av­
enue Church called Dave Walters.as 
pastor. Walters served as interim pastor 
and previously was pastor at Mt. Gil­
boa. Walters and his wife are employed 
by Campl:iellsville University. 
■ FAIRDALE-Fairdale First Church 
rededicated its newly renovated educa­
tion building April 1.8. The church also 
honored Ethel Caple and Mildred 
Robertson for each teaching Sunday 
school 49 years. Dove award winners 
Terry and Barbi Franklin presented 
a concert as part of the celebration. 
■ FINLEY-Mt. Gilboa Church called 
Damian Phillips as pastor. Phillips, a 
native of Boyle County, recently was 
ordained by Mt. Freeman Church. 
■ FISHER VILLE-First Church will 
host "Sunday Night Alive" as the I Wit­
ness Team presents 'The Roman Road 
Tour," a special worship service for 
grades 6-12, April 25, 7 p.m. For infor­
mation, call (502) 267-5606. 
■ HENDERSON-Zion Church will 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
of music, able to lead hymns/chorus­
es in worsh_ip, and conduct adult and 
children's choirs. Some music train­
ing/experience desired. Send resume 
to: Music Minister Search Committee, 
Moreland First Baptist Church, 501 
Old Danville Pike, Hustonville, KY 
40437. 

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
condo available for vacation rental, 
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, ten­
nis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Weekly rates May through 
mid-December: $630. Call Pat Owen, 
(502) 895-8752 (home), or (502) 897-
5079 (office). 

SEEKING: Turner Ridge Baptist 
Church, Falmouth, Ky., is seeking a 
part-time youth minister. Interested 
applicants should send resumes to: 
Youth Minister Search Committee, 
Turner Ridge Baptist Church, Route 
5, Box 283, Falmouth, KY 41040. 

SEEKING: Administrative assis­
tant. Excellent phone, computer and 
organizational skills, plus strong work 
ethic required. Experience with fman­
cial planning, investments, insurance 
helpful. Send resume: Dan Hardt, 
Kentucky Financial Group, 6100 
Dutchman's Lane, 8th floor, Louis­
ville, KY 40205; e-mail: Danhardt 
.@aol.com. 

SEEKING: Mt. Pisgah Baptist 
Church, Bremen, Ky., is accepting 
resumes for a full-time minister of 
youth a~d education. Music back­
ground desirable. Send resume and 
references to: Personnel Committee, 
c/o Joe Mitchell, 501 N 4th St., Cen­
tral City, KY 42330. 

SEEKING:- Second--Baptist 
Church, Greenville, Ky., is prayerful­
ly seeking a senior pastor. Second 
Baptist is known as a progressive, 

• growth-oriented, mid-size church with 
an average Sunday school attendance . 
of 195, and 270 in morning worship. 
The church is aligned with the South­
ern Baptist Convention. Please send 

. resumes to: Second Baptist Church, 
P.O. Box 390, Greenville, KY 42345, 
Attn: Pastor Search Committee. 
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host Two Tenors in a concert of clas­
sic and contemporary Christian music 
April 26, 6:30 p.m: For information, call 
(502) 826-4952. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Cloverleaf Church 
will host revival services April 25-28, 7 
p.m. Steve Hale, of Woodstock, Ga., 
will be the evangelist: For information, 
call (502) 367-0218. Geoffrey Lace­
field is pastor. 

Highland Church called Nina Ma­
ples as associate pastor for family life. 
Maples previously served as minister of 
outreach. Also, the church will host ten­
or Stanley Warren in concert April 25, 
4:30 p.m. Joe Phelps is pastor. 

Lyndon Church will host Steve 
Camp April 25 as speaker at 10:45 a.m. 
and in concert at 6 p.m. For informa­
tion, call (502) 425-7150. • 
■ LUDLOW-First church called 
Jennifer Hawkins as minister of mu­
sic/youth. Jim Daniels is pastor. 
■ MT. WASHINGTON-First 
Church will host the Kentucky Baptist 

RICHMOND, Va.-Former 
Kentucky pastor Thurman Penick 
and his wife, Carolyn, were ap­
pointed recently by the Southern 

• Baptist International 
Mission Board to be 
missionaries in Mexico . . 

Penick, former pastor 
of Bell City Baptist 
Church and New Mount 
Carmel Baptist Church 
near Murray, will work 
as a special projects co­
ordinator. Mrs. Penick The Penicks 
will be involved in a va-
riety of outreach ministries. 

Since 1997 they have served in 
Mexico through the 1MB' s Interna­
tional Service Corps program-a 
four- to 24-month assignment to 
meet priority needs. 

Singing Women in concert, April 25, 6 
p.m. For information, call (502) 538-
7361. Also, Penny Franklin recently 
celebrated 15 years as staff secretary. 
■ OWENSBORO-T.A. Prickett re-

· CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: First Baptist Church 

of Moriarty, SBC, "The People 
Church," is accepting applications for 
the position of senior pastor. Please 
forward resumes to: · P.O. Box 33, 
Moriarty, NM 87035, Attn: Pastor 
Search Team. Phone (505) 832 ,- - i ; 
fax (505) 832-0213. 

NEEDED: House to rent for min­
ister and wife (mature, no children) in 
the Somerset area. (502) 358-4323. 

WANTED: A good, used audio 
tape duplici;ttor. Must have capacity to 
reproduce at least three tapes at one 
time. Contact: Diane Cook, Hickory 
Grove Baptist Church, (606) 356-
3162. 

SEEKING: Bivocational minister 
of youth. Godly and mature minister 
needed to reach out to youth in grow­
ing community through discipleship, 
fellowship, missions and training. 
Some training/experience desired. 
Send resume to: Youth Minister 
Search Committee, Moreland First 
Baptist Church, 501 Old Danville 
Pike, Hustonville, KY 40437. 

FOR SALE: Queen-size brass bed 
with Ortho Firm mattress set and 
frame (IO-year warranty). All new­
still in original factory containers. 
Must sell $275. Phone: (502) 566-
6540. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to: Pastor Search 
Committee, Cloverport Baptist 
Church, 314 West Main St., Clover­
port, KY 40111. 
. SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 

Church at 5610 US Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking a 
part-time children's minister. If you 
feel God is calling you to this area to 
work-with---&hi-laren,-send-resume--ttr. 
Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive, Frankfort, 
KY 40601. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor whose primary ministry em­
phasis will be working with students, 
and who also will be an assistant to 

. the pastor. Send resume and/or rec­
comendations to: Rick Bowden, se- -
nior pastor, Ormsby Heights Baptist 
Church, 2120 Lower Hunters Trace, 
Louisville, KY 40216 .. 

SEEKING: Bardstown Junction 
Baptist Church, located 20 miles south 
of Louisville, is seeking a full-time 
pastor. We are a Southern Baptist 
church with much interest in mission 

. work, our youth program and various 
community outreach activities. Send 
resume to: Woodie David, search 
committee chairman, 611 Kirsch­
Way, Fairdale, KY 40118. 

FOR SALE: Your choice of 25 
GMC coach-type buses. These are 
one-owner, low-mileage buses. All 
are equipped with Detroit Diesel en­
gines, restrooms, reclining seats, large 
luggage capacities, ready to go any­
where. Priced at $25,000 - $55,000, 
depending on year model and option­
al equipment. MCI and Eagle buses 
also available. For photos or informa­
tion, call (606) 278-7224. 

SEEKING: Forks of Elkhorn 
Baptist Church of Midway, Ky., is 
seeking a part-time youth minister. 
Send resume to above at 495 Duckers 
Road, Midway, KY 40347. . . 

SEEKING: Ovesen Heights Bap­
tist Church is seeking full-time pas­
tor. 175 resident members, 80 to 100 
in Sunday school, 100 plus morning 
worship. Send resume to: P.O. Box 
253, Hodgenville, KY 42748. 

SEEKING: Minister of student 
life. Vale, a growing, purpose-driven 
(SBC) church in a prosperous univer­
sity community in central Illinios, is 
seeking an energetic team builder who 
has a sense of humor and a passion 
for youth to lead our students, parents 
and youth leaders in a seeker-sensi­
tive student ministry. Send resume by 
April 20 to·: Vicki Lawson, Vale Bap- _ 
tist Church, 1304 Morrissey Drive, 

- Bloomington-; IL -61701, m fax-to: 
(309) 662-8558, or e-mail to: Vale 
BC1@aol.com. 

SEEKING: Rapidly growing 
Baptist church is seeking a full-time 
music minister who is experienced in 
leading choirs and congregational 
singing, and a full-time youth minis­
ter. Send resumes to: Mt. Elmira Bap­
tist Church, 3644 Mt. Elmira Road, 
Shepherdsville, KY 40165, Attn: Pas­
tor. 

Born in Tennessee, Penick is the 
son of Leon and Julia Penick of 
Murray. His father is a retired 
Southern Baptist minister. 

While growing up he 
also lived in Cuba, Ky. 
He earned a bachelor of 
theology and master of 
arts degrees from Mid­
Continent Baptist Bible 
College in Mayfield. 

The Penicks, who 
have three adult children 
and three grandchildren, 
are at the 1MB 's training 

center in Rockville, Va., in April for 
a seven-week orientation before 
leaving for Mexico. 

They were among 26 people 
. appointed by the 1MB March 23 
during a service in Lansing, Mich. 

tired as pastor of Seven HiBs Church. 
Prickett served as pastor for 34 years. 
■ VERSAILLES-David Curie was 
called as youth minister at Glen's Creek 
Church. Mickey Hyder is pastor. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. 
Please send resume to: Pastor Search 
Committee, Chevy Chase Baptist 
Church, P.O. Box 22113, Lexington, 
KY 40522-2113. 

SEEKING: Floyd County-area 
church seeking part-time worship 
leader to lead the choir and congrega­
tion in meaningful worship and praise. 
Direct inquiries to: (606) 874-9468, or 
to: FBC, P.O. Box 541, Allen, KY 
41601. 

SEEKING: Second-Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church of Atlanta, Ga., 
is seeking a minister with children. 
This person will serve as one of 12 
pastoral staff team ministry equippers. 
SPdL is a 3,600-member congrega­
tion in north Atlanta, drawing people 
from 108 ZIP codes throughout the 
metro region. Offering both tradition­
al and contemporary approaches to 
worship, SPdL offers its members the 
choice to support missions and minis- -
tries through either the Cooperative 
Baptist Fellowship or the Southern 
Baptist Convention, and ordains 
women and men to the diaconate. 
Applicants should have a seminary 
degree, professional experience in 
Baptist congregational leadership with 
children's ministry, awareness of the 
contemporary challenges facing chil­
dren and their families, and a desire 
to build a team of children's teachers 
and leaders. Resumes with references 
should be sent to: Second-Ponce de 
Leon Baptist Church, Minister with 
Children Search Committee, 2715 
Peachtree ·Road NE, Atlanta, GA 
30305. Deadline is April 28, 1999. 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church of Mayfield, Ky., is accepting 
resumes for a part0 time minisrerr.-F-----­
youth. Interested applicants should 
send resume to: Minister of Youth 
Search Committee, High Point Bap- . 
tist Church, 220 West Farthing St., 
Mayfield, KY 42066. 

SEEKING: Minister of students, 
a full-time position working with chii­
dren through college with an empha­
sis on youth. Send resume to: Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, P.O. 
Box 497, Pocomoke, MD 21851. 



Preaching expert: 
Internet stories 
might be too 
good to be true 
By Mark Wingfield . 
Texas Baptist Standard 

JACKSON, Tenn. (ABP)­
The almost-limitless supply of 
inspirational stories available on 
the Internet can be both a bless­
ing and a curse to preachers, ac­
cording to the editor ofa nation-· 
al journal on preaching. 

. Preachers · are always on the 
lookout for good stories to illus­
trate their sermons, noted Micha­
el ,Duduit, editor of Preaching 
magazine. And the Internet is full 
of stoi;:ies. 
. But taking stories off Web 
sites or from e-mails can be risky; 
Duduit warn¢d. 

"One of the big issues to me 
is that some of the • stories with-. 
out much credibility that in the 
past have just been picked out of 

• churchbulletins and been repeat­
ed now have a faster and wider 

. circul,ltion," he said. . 
' Stories that are too good to be 

.. ~e can. be spread "at the speed 
of cyberspace," whereas .in the . 
p,ast such stories were passed 
from one church bµlletin tb an-

. other, Duduit said. , 
• , "There is a danger for preach~ 

ers in just picking up a good sto- . . 
ry and quoting it as fact simply 
because they got an e-mail,',' he • 
said. "It's possible to be embar­
rassed by passing ,around infor~ 
mation that turns out has rio ba­
sis in fact." 

.Duduit advises preachers ,to ' 
avoid using a story in a sermon •• 
unl,ess • they know its original 
source: -

A good dose of common 
sense is also in' order, he· said. ''I 
would use my God-given judg- . 
ment and discernment to say, 
'Does this sound reasonable, au­
thentic?' If it (sounds) too good 
to be true, it probably is." 

The rapid and uncharted trans­
mission of stories over the Inter­
net .also opens new possibilities 
for preachers to unwittingly be­
come guilty of plagiarism, Du-
duit noted. . 

A case of just such a problem 
was spotted recently by Bob ' 
Guffey, associate pastorof First 
Baptist Church of Shreveport, La. 

• "I received an e-mail with a. 
cppy of a prayer attributedtp the 

. Oklahoma City bombing memo- • , 
rial service,'' he said. "I happened 

. to recognize it as a ' prayer from 
Mari~n . Wright .. Edelman's 
'Guide My Feet.'" 

While the prayer might have 
been used at the memorial · ser­
·vice, it was written by Edelman 
and , published in a copyrighted 
book. Such a technicality might · 
not cause , a preacher· to break a 
law · in simply preaching a ser­
mon, Duduit explained. But it 

. could b.e more significant if the 
• sermon is published or broadcast 
. in any form, he added .. 

COMPUTERS-
It takes guts to say 'no' to Jesus junk e-mail 
By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-Did you get the 
electronic-mail message warning 
about the "It Takes Guts to Say 
'Jesus"' computer virus? 

How about the Easter Cookies rec­
ipe? 

Maybe you ,received the story 
about the scientist who claims NASA 
has proof for the Old Testament ac­
count of the Earth standing still? 

If you're a Christian and have e­
mail, you've likely received at least 
one of these messages or others like 
them. 

They're just a sampling of reli­
gious-themed "spam"-unsolicited 
'junk" e-mails forwarded to multiple 
recipients-flying across the Internet 
each.day. 

Add to that the relative who broad­
casts an unsolicited e-mail devotional 
every few days, or the friend with an 
affinity for weepy stories about chil­
dren, angels or pets. 

Some people thrive on sending and 
receiving such inspirational messag­
es, but others regard them as an intru­
sion. 

"How do you tell someone you 
don't want this scriptural information 
coming to your desk?" asked Sam 
Hull, a computer-systems manager for 
a Texas ministry and a graduate of 
Dallas Theological Seminary. 'Then 
they' 11 think, 'What kind of pagan are 
you?"' 

Because of his job, Hull gets a lot 
ofunsolicited e-mail. But because he's 
a serious-minded retired Marine, he 
has no qualms about asking his well­
intentioned correspondents to drop 
him from their mailing lists. 

Roberta Echols, an elementary 
school teacher in Chattanooga, Tenn., . 
shares Hull's wei:tfiness for unsolicit­
ed e-mail. 

"We get tons of religious, weepy, 
devotional type e-mails," she said. 
"Often, I don't have the brain left at 
the end of the day, when we check our 
e-mails, to process the tenderness of 
the article." 

Hull advised those who traffic in 

religious e-mail to recognize that "one 
person's inspiration is another per­
son's wince." 

"But when people forward it in e­
mail, they can't see you wince,'' he 
added. 

Much religious-themed e-mail is 
harmless, even if the recipient finds it 
annoying. -

For example, the week before Eas­
ter, Christians throughout the nation 
were sending and receiving a recipe 
for "Easter Cookies" that prescribed 
a litany of ingredients and Scripture 
readings to be mixed . together as an 
object lesson for children. 

Every ingredient had some rele­
vance to the passion of Christ, con­
cluding with placing the unbaked 
cookies in the dark oven overnight, 
symbolizing Jesus' death and the 
tomb. 

Other religious-themed e-mails 
aren't so benign, though, said experts 
in communications, theology and 
computer systems. 

For example, there are the numer­
ous warnings about computer "virus­
es"-'hidden programs that are down­
loaded unwittingly from the Internet 
or another source and then wreak hav­
oc on the recipient computer. 

While real viruses do exist, there 
are also virus hoaxes all over the In­
ternet. 

Virus hoaxes share some common 
·characteristics experienced e-mailers 
can learn to detect, said Charles 
Hymes, a senior engineer with 
Hewlett-Packard Co. in Cupertino, 
Calif. 

Hymes calls these messages.'junk­
mail viruses" because they act like real 
computer viruses, "only they use peo­
ple as the method of infecting new 
systems." 

A recent virus hoax took on an 
explicitly religious theme. An e-mail 
urgently warning how to avoid a pur­
ported virus traveled from person to 
person in rapid succession across the 
Internet. 

"If you receive an e-mail titled 'It 
Takes Guts to Say "Jesus,"' DO NOT 
open it,'' the warning began. "It will 
erase everything on your hard drive. 

Forward this letter to as many people 
as you can." 

According to Stiller Research, 
which makes the anti-virus program 
Integrity Master, this is one of the 
most common virus hoaxes currently 
floating around the Internet. 

"There is absolutely no way for an 
e-mail message to infect your comput­
er with a virus just by reading it," 
Hymes explains on his Web site de­
voted to debunking hoaxes (www. 
nonprofit.net/hoax/). 

The only real danger lies in launch­
ing an executable program received 
via e-mail or from any source, he says. 
"For heaven's sake, don't run a pro­
gram from a source you don't have 
very good reason to trust." 

Christians also are susceptible to 
other kinds of e-mail hoaxes, Hymes 
and others said. 

Usually, these involve alarming or 
heart-touching stories with an air of 
authenticity but lack any identification 
of their source or traceable documen­
tation, he said. 

"Some of the more interesting 
hoaxes are related to 'The government 
is going to end freedom of-religion' 
paranoia,'' Hymes said. "Like most 
paranoia hoaxes, they rely on the fact 
that most people don't check the facts 
of these messages." 

One example is e-mail that begins 
with a reference to real legislation but 
then adds false statements, which 
make the situation appear dire. 

One such case referred to the 
"Freedom from Religious Persecution 
Act" passed last year by Congress. 
The bill was praised by evangelical 
Christians for putting United States 
pressure on nations that persecute in­
divi~uals for their religious beliefs. 

But the e-mail falsely reported that 
part of this measure requires "all pas­
tors and priests must be licensed by 
the government" and that "standards 
for religious practices must be accept­
able to the United Nations." 

Further, it warned, 'Those who say 
their religion is superior to any other 
_will be punished for hate crimes." 
None of those provisions is in the real 
law. 

How to spot 
an e-mail hoax 

CUPERTINO, Calif. 
(ABP)-Charles Hymes, 
an engineer with 
Hewlett-Packard Co. and 
an authority on Internet 
hoaxesr offers these tips 
for spotting an e-mail 
hoax on his Web site 
(www.nonprofit.neV 
hoax/): 

I If you get a 
message that asks you 
to send it to.-klts of other 
people, or perhaps 
everyone in your 
address book, don't 
send it unless you know 
personally that the 
message is true.· 'The 
more urgent it sounds, 
the more skeptical you 
should be." 

I If you really want to 
forward a message, 
check with the 
originator. "This is the 
best way to tel~ a hoax or 
prank. Just reply to the 
first sender and ask 
them if it is true. If they 
can't tell you, then don't 
send it." 

For more information 
on e-mail hoaxes, visit 
the "Urban Legends" 
Web site at 
www.miningco.com. 

Computers & Internet make it easier to spread 'wacky' Christian rumors 
DALLAS (ABP)-The spreading of false, 

paranoia-induced messages isn't new in 
Christian circles, but the Internet has made 
it faster and easier than ever before. 

"Before Madalyn Murray O'Hair 
disappeared, editors of religious 
newspapers received the 'O'Hair's going to 
fill-in-the-blank' rumor every few months," 
said Marv Knox, editor of the Baptist 
Standard weekly newspaper in Texas. 

Every so often, editors of religious 
publications would have to write a story, 
Knox said, debunking such rumors as the 
one that claimed O'Hair planned to .petition 
the government to remove "In God We 
Trust" from .the nation's currency. 

"For three decades, well-meaning 
Christians wasted more time and alarmed 
more nice folks, all in the name of 
freedom," he said. 

"The wacky rumors haven't changed all 
that much," Knox said. "But the pace at 

which they circulate has zoomed." 
Formerly, such rumors were passed 

from photocopier to photocopier and took 
weeks to travel across a state, Knox said. 
Now such false information can be sent "in 
a nanosecond." 

The Internet has changed the ways 
people determine whether information they 
receive is credible, said Amanda Sturgill, a 
lecturer in journalism at Baylor University 
in Waco, Texas, ~nd a researcher in new 
media. 

"People may take information from a 
less-reliable source but think it's more 
reriable because it is forwarded by 
someone they know," she said. 

More important than the credibility of the 
sender is knowing the original source of the 
information, Sturgill said. 

Sam Hull, a computer-systems manager 
for a Texas ministry and a graduate of Dallas 
Theological Seminary, said Christians by their 

nature might be particularly susceptible to 
passing along bogus information without 
considering the original source. 

"The natural good intentions of believers 
makes them more likely to forward things 
than others in the secular world," he said. 
"Believers have a trusting nature, and we're 
just more susceptible. We don't necessarily 
have the skepticism that would be healthy." 

Hull said he worries that Christians 
damage their witness when they become 
channels of far-fetched misinformation via e­
mail messages. "It has reduced our 
credibility a great deal," he said. 

Despite the dangers of hoaxes, Hull said 
there is a good side to Internet's influence on 
Christian ministry. 

E-mail, he said, is an ideal way to keep in 
touch with missionaries and get timely prayer 
requests. 

"The trick," he said, "is trying to focus on 
the things that are substantial." 
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Throughout their existence, Baptist churches have established a reputation for 
responding to meet the needs of the world by becoming partners with other 
churches and organizations and, therefore; combining their resources for the 

collective benefit of others. The need for partners in meeting the needs of global 
missions is perhaps greater today than ever before! 

PARTNERSHIP 2000 provides Kentuckians with both an opportunity and a challenge 
to respond to the call for partners in global missions. Its opportunity focuses on a call 
to unity and dedication by churches and individuals who seek a stronger Christian 
witness to the world, a morally vibrant society for our children and grandchildren, 
and a future filled with hope and promise. Its challenge comes as PARTNERSHIP 
2000 inspires us to a mature discipleship, giving ourselves sacrificially to institutions 
who are preparing individuals to address the physical and spiritual needs of the world. 

We urge you to join us in a commitment to this challenge by becoming partners 
with Campbellsville University, Cumberland College and Georgetown College 
in this effort through assuring the future of Christian Higher Education in 
Kentucky. Each of our 2,374 Kentucky Baptist Churches, regardless of its size, 
or circumstance, can become a Partner Church by contributing to PARTNERSHIP 
2000. Each church contribution is an investment that ensures future leaders 
the opportunity to receive the Christian education offered by Campbellsville, 
Cumberland and Georgetown. 

Church-related colleges need college-related churches! 

The missions of the Kentucky Baptist churches and these three colleges are 
interdependent. The success of each will depend on the suc.cess of the other. 

- All are essential in responding to the global mission needs of the future by 
developing leaders in our communities .and our churches, today. 

Kentucky Baptist churches may join PARTNERSHIP 2000 in this 
effort as a Partner Church by giving prayerful consideration to 
making a contribution equal to ½ tithe per year for three years of 
the church's 1996 undesignated receipts. For each $5,000 gift, a 
church will receive one $1,000 scholarship certificate for a student 
from that church to attend either Campbellsville, Cumberland or 
Georgetown once that student has met the admissions requirements 
of the chosen school. 

Perhaps the greatest risk in this endeavor is that not enough 
people will care enough- about quality, about learning, and most 
specifically, about Christian Higher Education. There is no way to 
know whether enough people believe that Christian Higher 
Education can make a significant difference in the world, and 
thereby enable it to do so through their financial contribu­
tions. But surely this is a risk worth taking. 

The needs are great -
and so are the opportunities 
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P. 0. Box 436389 
Louisville, KY 40253-6389 
(502) 491-2012 
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