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■ Resolutions SBC messengers addressed Clinton and 
homosexuality, global evangelism and ethnic cleansing in 
their 14 resolutions. Page 2. 

■ Kentuckians Southern Baptists from Kentucky were in 
Atlanta for the annual event. Page 3. 

■ President's address Paige Patterson says that after 
Southern Baptis_ts have settled the inerrancy of Scripture they 
should affirm the sufficiency of Scripture. Page 6. 

SBC panel to review Faith & Message 
By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

ATLANTA-A "blue ribbon 
committee" will be appointed by 
Southern Baptist Convention Presi­
dent Paige Patterson to review the en­
tirety of the Baptist Faith & Message 
doctrinal statement and recommend 
revisions next June. 

This opportunity for thorough re­
vision comes on the heels oflast year's 

addition of an article on ■ Reggie White The future NFL Hall of Farner 
talked about his criticism tor opposing 
homosexuality and the need for Christian 
unity. Page 7. 

■ Convention sermon Four years ago, 
Ralph Smith wondered if he ever would 
stand to preach again. Last week, he walked 
to the podium and delivered the sermon for 
the Southern Baptist Convention annual 
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family to· the state­
ment. That addi­
tion, approved by 
messengers· to the 
1998 SBC annual 
meeting in Salt 
Lake City, was the 
first revision of the 
Baptist Faith & 

. meeting. Pagel 

■ Elections As expected, Paige Patterson was elected to a 
second term as SBC president without opposition. Page 7. 

■ 1MB report International Mission Board President Jerry 
Rankin highlighted the agency's work among the major 
population centers of the world and the coun.tries with no 
exposure to the gospel. Page 8. 

■ NAMB report Messengers committed to make their 
homes "lighthouses" to neighbors. Page 8. 

■ LifeWay Christian Resources President Jimmy Draper 
said the- name change has been well received. Page 9. 

■ Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission Richard Land 
said Christians are under attack from the media. Page 10 . . 

■ Annuity Board President O.S. Hawkins encouraged 
churches to adopt an annuitant. Page 10. 

■ President's briefing Paige Patterson told a news 
conference he's not concerned about declines in SBC 
membership. Page 11. 

■ Woman's Missionary Union Members celebrated 
missions and leader Dellanna O'Brien's impact. Page 12. 

■ Crossover Nearly 3,000 people professed faith in Jesus as 
a result of the preconvention Crossover Atlanta. Page 15. 

Message in 35 
years. 

That revision was not enough, ac­
cording to T.C. Pinckney of Virginia, 
who made the motion for the review 
committee to be appointed. 

Alluding to the recent battle be­
tween conservatives and moderates 
for control of the SBC, Pinckey noted 
that the 36 years since the Baptist Faith 
& Message was last thoroughly re­
vised "have been momentous ones" 
for the SBC. 

"I believe it is appropriate at this 
time that the Baptist Faith & Message 
be reviewed and that it be made con­
sistent with the current stand of the 
Southern Baptist Convention," he 
said. 

Pinckney, a member of Good 
News Baptist Church in Alexandria, 
Va., is a retired Air Force general who 
has been a key advocate of the con­
servative movement in the SBC. He 
also was influential in forming a new 
state convention in Virginia called • 
Southern Baptist Conservatives of 
Virginia. He now serves as editor of 
that convention's newspaper, the Bap­
tist Banner. 

KENTUCKIANS IN ATLANTA Danny Belcher, pastor of Trinity Baptist Church in 
Hopkinsville and his daughter, Danielle, walk to their hotel from the Georgia Dome, site 
of the Southern Baptist Convention Pastor's Conference, after one of the sessions June 
13. About 840 messengers from Kentucky attended the annual Southern Baptist 
Convention, also at the Georgia Dome. (BP photo by Jim Yates) 

During the opening sess1on of the report and bring any recommenda­
SBC annual meeting in Atlanta June tions to this meeting next June in Or-
15, Pinckney made the motion for the lando." 
SBC president to appoint a panel "to _ During the scheduled time for de­
review the Baptist Faith & Message bate, no one spoke in opposition to the 
statement with the responsibility to motion. A.J. Smith of Macedonia 

Baptist Church in Dry Ridge spoke in . 
support of the motion. "Southern Bap­
tists need a statement of faith that is 
precise and unambiguous," he said. 

Pinckney' s motion as adopted 
□ See, Proposed motions ... , page 2 

Burkett offers 3 steps to improve Christians' financial skills 
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David Winfrey 
News Director 

ATLANTA-Too many Chris­
tians are unavailable for service to 
God because they have been distract­
ed by the things of the world, Chris­
tian financial counselor Larry Burkett 
told those attending the Southern Bap­
tist Pastors' Conference. 

"I would present to God's people 
today that in large part the army of 
God have deserted the ranks," said 
Burkett, president and founder of 
Christian Financial Concepts. 

Citing a laundry list of statistics, 
Burkett said Christians' financial sit­
uations prove they are trying, to quote 
Luke 16: 13, to "serve God and mam­
mon." 

"They are no longer available to 
the one who has enlisted them," said 
Burkett, the author of 40 books, the 
most recent of which is "How Much 
is Enough?" 

Burkett noted that Christians are 
divorcing at the same rate as non­
Christian couples and "money was the 
No. 1 factor in their divorce." 

Burkett said a person can get a 
Ph.D. in ~conomics, "and never get a 
course in balancing a checkbook." 

Americans spend about $ 1.10 of 
every dollar they earn, the annual 
number of bankruptcies is at record 
levels "and the trend is getting worse," 
Burkett said. 

"At some point, we, God's people 
who are in positions of leadership, 
have to ask God's people, 'How much 

is ·enough?'" 
The ultimate issue, he said is put­

ting one's life under God's control. 
"It's interesting that you can measure 
it." 

Burkett urged churches to do a 
minimum of three things in their 
church in relation to money: 
■ Establish a process to make sure 

every person in the church under­
stands God's principles for handling 
money. 

People must be trained to under­
stand that they are being taught God's 
principles because if a pastor c.an talk 
them into something a salesman can 
talk them out of it, Burkett said. 
"Whatever God talks them into, no­
body will talk them out of it." 
■ Require a premarriage budget-

ing class for every couple getting mar­
ried. 
■ Require that couples be men­

tored for at least a year after marriage, 
"to ensure that questions and the prob­
lems they re going to be faced with 
can be answered by a godly couple." 

"If you do that and you do that on 
a regular basis you will recapture 
much of what we lost," Burkett said. 

"If not, what we're seeing today is 
going to be the best generation of 
Christians that has ever lived in Amer­
ica, and they are steadily running 
down hill from this point on," he add­
ed. 

"As the baby boomer generation 
begins to take over you wm see worse 
and worse statistics in your church, in 
your finances in your giving," he said. 



CONVENTION BITS 

■ Seventy Southern 
Baptists from 35 state 

Baptist conventions were 
named to serve on the 

1999 SBC Committee on 
Nominations. The 

-committee nominates 
people to serve on SBC 

boa_rds, commissions 
and committees. They 

will present their report 
to the 2000 SBC annual 
meeting in Orlando, Fla. 
Selected from Kentucky 
were Donald Rightmyer, 

a layman from First 
Baptist Church of 

Danville, and Roger 
Skipworth, pastor of 

Sharon Grove Baptist 
Church in Elkton. 

■ Evangelist Bailey 
Smith was named to 

deliver the convention 
sermon at next year's 

annual meeting in 
Orlando, with Bobby 

Welch, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Daytona 

Beach, Fla., as the 
alternative. The music 

director will be Scott 
White, minister of music 

at First Baptisf Church, 
Woodstock, Ga. 

■ A $159,583,743 
Cooperative Program 
Allocation budget for 

1999-2000 was 
approved by 

messengers. The new 
budget represents a $4.6 
million increase over the 

1997-98 budget and is 
based on actual receipts 

for 1997-98. 

BAPTISTS 
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Resolutions address evangelism, Clinton & homosexuality 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor Elect 

ATLANTA-Global evangelism, 
ethnic cleansing and a presidential 
proclamation on Gay and Lesbian 
Pride Month captured the attention of 
Southern Baptist Convention messen­
gers, who adopted 14 resolutions dur­
ing their 1999 annual meeting, June 
15-16 in Atlanta. 

In a familiar pattern for recent 
years, California pastor Wiley Drake 
upstaged much of the focus on reso­
lutions. During the two-day meeting, 
Drake proposed nine resolutions as 
well as four motions and three amend­
ments to resolutions. 

Drake, who gained SBC notoriety 
in 1996 with a call to boycott the Walt 
Disney Co., has become an outspoken 
fixture at each annual meeting since 
then. 

Although the SBC resolutions 
committee addressed only two of the 
proposals Drake submitted, two of 
three amendments he proposed on the 
floor of the convention were approved 
by messengers . 

Discussing his frequent trips to the 
microphone, Drake said: "Obviously, 
I'm a different bird. If I were to say, 
Tm humble and I don't enjoy the 
press at all,' that would be lying. Do I 
enjoy it? Absolutely. That's my per­
sonality." 

Among the topics addressed by 
Drake was President Clinton's r!!Cent 
proclamation of June as Gay and Les­
bian Pride Month. In the resolution 
finally presented by the resolutions 
committee, messengers urged Clinton 
to rescind his action. 

The resolution proclaimed "our 
love for our president and our love for 
people enslaved in sins of all types, 
including homosexual sins." It also 
stated, "Our love for our president 
compels us to rebuke him and public­
ly to deplore his most public endorse­
ment of that which is contrary to the 
word of God." 

An attempt by another messenger 
to delete the phrase expressing "our 

abhorrence of the teaching that God 
hates any person on account of an 
immoral lifestyle" was rejected by a 
show-of-ballots vote. 

Drake offered an amendment call­
ing for Clinton "to rescind his appoint­
ment of an openly professed homo­
sexual as U.S. ambassador to Luxem­
bourg." 

-Resolutions committee Chairman 
Al Jackson responded that the pro­
posed amendment was "not germane 
to the primary focus of the resolution 
before us." 

But messengers approved Drake's 
amendment on a ballot vote of 2,316 
to 1,313. The amended resolution then 
was approved. 

A resolution calling for an end to 
genocide and ethnic cleansing was 
approved without debate. Moments 
later, Norman Cates, a military veter­
an from Ocala, Fla., asked m,~ssengers 
to reconsider their action on the reso­
lution. 

Focusing on language calling for 
"the United States Congress, NATO, 
the United Nations and other multi­
national bodies to take immediate ac_. 

- tion to bring an end to those regimes 
which are guilty of crimes against 
humanity," Cates said he was "really 
shocked" to realize what he had vot­
ed to approve. 

"This body of love should not be 
. recommending that people attack and 
kill each other," he declared. 

ResolutiOIJ!i _comqµttet: . member 
Greg DeMarco of New Mexico re­
sponded that the resolution addressed 
"who is capable of protecting those 
who need protection" from genocide. 
In a show-of-ballots vote, messengers 
defeated the amendment. 

The resolution on the priority of 
global evangelism and missions af­
firmed support for Southern Baptists' 
Cooperative Program giving plan, 
which will celebrate its 75th anniver­
sary next year. 

Other topics addressed by messen­
gers included school violence, the free 
exercise _of religion and the change­
lessness of God. 

"Recent tragic events have high­
lighted the problem of school vio­
lence," the school-violence resolution 
notes. It called on "all Christians to 
pray for an end to violence in our 
schools and work toward a return to 
Christian values within our education­
al system." 

The resolution on "public dis­
course and the free exercise of reli­
gion" expressed concern about "the 
moral direction of American culture" 
and "the moral climate in which our 
nation's young people are being nur­
tured." 

Citing "the duty of government to 
accommodate itself to the free exer­
cise of religion to the greatest practi­
cal extent," the statement calls on 

_ Southern Baptists "to work toward 
policies and programs in our public 
schools which provide greater oppor­
tunities for religious instruction." 

Drake offered an amendment call­
ing for changes to land-use laws that 
"are restricting churches ... and re­
stricting evangelism." He added he 
had been threatened with jail over a 
land-use case involving his congrega­
tion. 

"We may make you sleep with a 
microphone for the rest of your life," 
SBC President Paige Patterson 
quipped in response, "but we won't 
put you in jail." 

Resolutions committee member 
Gerald Harris of Georgia said the 
committee shares Drake's concerns, 
but "we believe we have addressed the 
concerns'he has raised." 

But Timothy Faber of Missouri 
said, "On the real heart of the matter, 
we've been silent, and we've been si­
lent too long. Silence is the same thing 
as approval. We need to take a stand 
and say something." 

Messengers adopted both the 
amendment and the amended resolu­
tion. 

Al Mohler, president of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, proposed the resolution on "the 
power, knowledge and changeless­
ness of God." 

"The biblical doctrine of God is the 
first and central axiom of Christian 
theology," the resolution states, warn­
ing about "those who would revise the 
church's historic doctrine of God" and 
"would deny" or diminish God's om­
nipotence, omniscience and immuta­
bility." 

The resolution calls on "all Chris­
tians to confess the Ii ving God of the 
Bible." It was approved without de­
bate. 

Other resolutions adopted by mes­
sengers include: 

I Opposing an article in the Amer­
ican Psychological Association's Psy­
chological Bu_lletin that implies 
'"adult-child sex' may not be harmful 
and may be positive for so-called 
'willing' children." The resolution 
also affirmed the AP A for issuing a 
·statement opposing such practices. 

I Opposing "human embryonic 
and stem cell research," citing "vig­
orous opposition to the destruction of 
innocent human life, including the 
destruction of human embryos." 

I Opposing the use of the "Chan­
nel One Network" in schools, citing 
network advertising for objectionable 
movies, magazines and music groups. 

I Encouraging parents "to commu­
nicate clear standards of biblical mo­
rality to their children," including 
monitoring TV viewing and movie 
and video selections. 

I Encouraging "all Southern Bap­
tists to pray earnestly for our elected 
officials." An amendment approved 
by messengers called on Christians "to 
put feet to their prayers and exercise 
their right to vote." 

I Urging all Southern Baptist 
churches to support "educational pro­
grams that follow biblical principks, 
whether they are implemented in 
Christian, private, public or home 
schools." 

I Affirming the influence of "god­
ly public school personnel" on stu­
dents. 

I Expressing appreciation to con­
vention leaders and hosts who helped 
plan and lead the Atlanta meeting. 

Proposed motions include SBC name change & office term limits 
Continued from page 1 
gave no parameters on who should 
serve on the review committee or how 
many people should serve. Last year's 
addition on family was drafted by.a 
seven-member committee appointed 
by then-SBC President Tom Elliff. 
The 1963 committee was comprised 
of the 24 sitting presidents of state 
Baptist conventions then affiliated 
with the SBC. 

The 1963 committee, chaired by 
Herschel Hobbs of Oklal)oma, based 
its work on the original version of the 
Baptist Faith & Message adopted by 
the SBC in 1925. The 1925 version, 
drafted by a committee of eight elect­
ed by the convention, drew heavily 
upon the New Hampshire Confession 
of Faith, one of several historic con­
fessions of faith used by Christians. 

The 1925 committee included 
Baptist luminaries such as E.Y. Mul­
lins, . president of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, andL.R. Scar­
borough, president of Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary. 

The idea of adopting what ap-

peared to some as a creed was contro­
versial arriong Baptists at the time. 
However, convention leaders thought 
the step was necessary to head off crit­
icisms by J. Frank Norris, a Texas 
pastor and legendary fundamentalist 
who had been attacking the conven­
tion and stirring controversy. 

Aside from last year's revision to 
include a section on family, several at­
tempts have been made in recent years 
to amend the statement's section on 
Scripture. One such motion was made 
at last year' s annual meeting and was 
referred to the SBC Executive Com­
mittee. 

The Executive Committee report­
ed to the convention this year that it 
had studied the request, in consulta­
tion with.the presidents of the six SBC 
seminaries, and determined no action 
should be taken at this time. 

Pinckney's motion, however, 
opens the door for revision not only 
of the article on Scripture-the point 
over which Southern Baptists fought 
bitterly from 1979 to 1991-but for 
revision of any other article, as well 

as the possible addition or deletion of 
articles. 

While Pinckney's motion was the 
most far-reaching one acted upon by 
messengers at the Atlanta meeting, it 
was one of 38 motions presented from 
the convention floor. Of those 38, only 
four were scheduled for convention 
debate, four were ruled out of order 
and 30 were referred to various SBC 
agencies and institutions for further 
review. 

The four motions scheduled for de­
bate included Pinckney's, one by 
Blaine Barber of Michigan calling for 
a straw poll of messengers on wheth­
er to change the convention's name, 
and two by Wiley Drake of Califor­
nia. After debate, Barber's motion 
failed significantly on a show-of-bal­
lots vote. 

One of Drake's motions requested 
the convention to communicate its dis­
approval of President Clinton's recent 
proclamation on gay and lesbian pride 
month and another requested a letter be 
sent to the American Psychological As­
sociation denouncing a recent journal 

article on child sexual abuse. Both of 
Drake's concerns were addressed in res­
olutions adopted by the convention. 

Two of the motions ruled out of or­
der pertained to messengers' desire to 
demand that Immanuel Baptist Church 
in Little Rock, Ark., discipline Clinton 
for his stands on homosexuality and oth­
er social issues. 

The third asked that the SBC "dis­
band itself' from the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship, something the commit­
tee on order of business ruled was not 
possible because the SBC has no for­
mal connection to the breakaway mod­
erate organization. 

-The fourth asked the SBC to con­
vey support for Israel's new prime min­
ister, a request ruled to be a resolution 

• rather than a motion. 
Motions referred by the convention 

covered a wide range of issues, some at 
odds with each other. For example, one 
messenger suggested SBC presidents 
not be limited in the number of terms 
they may serve, while another messen­
ger suggested instituting term limits for 
all SBC officers. 
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KENTUCKY 

KENTUCKIANS IN ATLANTA An estimated 840 people from Kentucky 
were in Atlanta for the annual Southern Baptist Convention and 
related events. ■ Above leH: Rusty Ellison, president of Kentucky 
Baptist Assembly, pilots the "Celebrate Jesus 2000" balloon 
during an evangelistic block party June 12 in Duluth, Ga. The 
black party was jointly sponsored by Rivers Edge Baptist Church 
of Duluth, . the SBC's North American Mission Board and both 
the Kentucky and Georgia Baptist conventions. Ellison pilots the 
balloon, which is a joint effort between the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, the Southern Baptist North American Mission Board and 
the Georgia Baptist Convention. ■ Above right: Melissa Mahurin, a 
member of Westport Road Baptist Church in Louisville, introduces herself duringJhe 
Woman's Missionary Union meeting at Weiuca Road Baptist Church. Mahurin is a 
member of this year's WMU National Acteens Panel. ■ Leff: Ryan Wagers, pastor of 
Hebron Baptist Church in Hebron, and his wife, Donna, listen to Reggie White. (Photos 
by James Dotson Teresa Dickens and David Winfrey) 
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OPINION 
Why don't we live like we mean it? 
By Dale Hanson Bourke 

Just an hour before we had been to­
tal strangers. 

But the forced intimacy of side-by­
side seats in a jumbo jet hurdling across 
the ocean at 40,000 feet relaxed our 
personal boundaries. 

ally explored topics with the luxury of 
time to kill. 

Somehow our conversation mean­
dered to Kosovo and Albania and then 
to Mother Teresa. My neighbor paused 
as he tried to frame his question. "I've 
always wondered ... " he began, "what 

He made a joke about the 
safety film in his proper Brit­
ish accent. I laughed and be­
fore long we were exchang­
ing full sentences. We talked 
about jobs and moved on to 
families. Another hour and 
lunch later, we were talking 
about politics and religion. 
For to_tal strangers growing 
up worlds apart, we shared 
many comn:i.on values. 

COMMENTARY 
was so great about Mother 
Teresa. 

"I mean, I know she did 
great work in the worst cir­
cumstances, but do you think 
she had more faith than any 
of the rest of us? Do you 
think she had a special gift?" 

We both pondered the 
question and I offered a halt­
ing thought or two. Then I 
asked, "Do you think it might 
be that she simply felt she 

He talked of his career Dale Hanson Bourke was .exactly where God 
• path and his dreams for the 

future. I shared my struggles to balance 
personal ambitions with family nurture. 
He punctuated his comments with ref­
erences to God and I acknow !edged my 
own faith and growing understanding 
that our lives had a larger prnpose. 

I still didn't know his name, nor did 
he know mine. The odd etiquette of sea­
soned travelers often skips this step and 
moves right on to deeper discussions. 
We had nowhere to go for seven hours 
and had both seen the movie. We casu-

Heirarchy 'un-Baptistic' 
One scholar said "Even Homer nods 

occasionally," or something like that. 
And even scholars nod, or err, occasion­
aliy as well. 

Nancy Ammerman, a sociologist of 
religion and usually a fairly accurate 
analyst given her perspective, is quoted 
in the June 15th Recorder. If the quota­
tion is accurate, her understanding of 
Southern Baptists is clearly faulty. 

While not a direct quote, she is cited 
as saying that the old Southern Baptist 
"centralized unity" involved what 
would be a totally un-Baptistic hierar­
chy in fact. The statement is that "local 
churches associated with one local as-

Casinos In Kentucky 
Gov. Paul Patton recently called on 

Kentuckians to let him know what we 
think about the idea of bringing casi­
no gambling into our commonwealth. 

I'm encouraging all Kentucky 
Baptists to take him up on 
his offer and to share your 
thoughts on this subject 
with him and your state sen­
ators. 

I won't presume to tell 
you what position to take. 
You can prayerfully come to 
your own conclusions. I do 
want to share with you, how-

wanted her and lived like she 
believed it?" 

My new-found friend's face lit up. 
. "Yes!" he exclaimed. "I think that real­

ly is it." 
We went back to old ground then, 

the jobs we'd had and the ones we'd 
coveted. The balancing act between 
family and career. 

"What if we lived like that?" he 
asked. "What if we put everything we 
had into each day and each circum­
stance because we truly believed God 

sociation; local associations, in turn, 
linked with one state convention; and 
the state conventions related to the na­
tional denomination." 

This is not merely a se­
mantic issue. It is the ge­
nius of Southern Baptists 
that each local congrega­
tion decides;autonomous­
ly under Christ, whether to 
cooperate with others in a 
local association; whether 
to cooperate with others in 
a particular state conven­
tion; and whether to cooperate with oth­
ers in the Southern Baptist Convention. 
In this way, some congregations work 
w~th associations other than the one 

~ore than the casinos ever bring in. 
: Concern about these consequences 

is'being raised not only by religious or­
ganiz1tions but by secular bodies as 
well. In fact, the federal government's 

ever, why I am writing to the . 
governor to oppose this ex- 81II Mackey 

National Gambling Impact 
Study Commission recently 
called on state and local gov­
ernments to require gam­
bling impact statements be­
fore adding or expanding 
gambling to seek to predict 
economic and social effects. 
This commission went on to 
make about 70 recommenda­
tions for limiting gambling. 
If our own secular-oriented 
federal government is raising pansion. • 

First, I have·moral concerns. Lov­
ing our neighbor as ourselves doesn't 
mean atten;ipting to enrich ourselves on 
his losses. Ood gives us the blessing of 
work to earn our living. Let's put our 
ttust in him to meet our needs. 
' Second, there are significant and 

even devastating social consequences 
related to gambling. These consequenc­
es end up costing our society so much 

these kinds of concerns, shouldn't the 
red flags be going up in Kentucky? 

Consider these additional facts about 
gambling as well: 
■ An estimated 10 million Ameri­

cans are addicted to gambling. Thou­
sands cif families have been destroyed 
by gambling addictions, and, despite 
regulations, teens regularly access legal­
ized gambling. • 

had put us there for a reason?" 
"No thoughts about our next career 

move," I offered. 
"No impatience with our children," 

he added. 
"No wonies about whether we were 

getting ahead or behind," I said. 
"No resentment about time that 

seems wasted," he replied. 
It was a small realization, perhaps, 

but something that realigned both of our 
lives. "What if we lived like we really 
believed God put us in each place for a 
reason?" he said again, mulling it over 
with a look of dj~covery. "It would 
change everything to live like that!" 

When the pilot announced we were 
minutes from lan~ing, we looked at 
each other with surprise. The long flight 
had gone too quickly. • 

As we gathered up our suitcases and 
jackets it was hard to know how to say 
goodbye. Somewhere over the ocean 
we had each had a conversion of sorts. 
We walked off the airplane changed 
people, determined to live differently. 

He shook my. hand and said good­
bye and then, as we ran off in different 
directions. I still didn't know his name 
and would never see him again. But it 
didn't really matter. 

Two strangers had shared a moment 
that had been orchestrated by God. Nei­
ther of us would ever doubt that. 
Dale Hanson Bourke is publisher of Reli­
gion News Service 

where they are located; some cooper­
ate with nearby or friendly state conven­
tions; and each chooses one or more 

world missions channels. 
Each point could be easily 
illustrated. 

In short, we have not 
been "very neat and hierar­
chical," as Ms. Ammerman 
seems to think, nor will we 
be! Baptists are too inde­
pendent for that. Yet we 
choose to be interdepen­
dent with others of like 

faith and order, and we are all totally 
depe11dent on Christ. 

Charles Blair 
Clinton 

■ Crime and gambling are insepa­
rable. Three years after casinos anived, 
Atlantic City went from 50th to fust in 
the nation in per capita crime. At least 
two-thirds of compulsive gamblers tum 
to crime to finance their addictions. 
■ Gambling is a regressive form of 

taxation. The poor lose the greatest 
share of their income. 
■ Gambling fails to deliver on · 

promises of new jobs, economic devel­
opn:ieht and tourism. Communities with 
riverboat casinos have found they take 
jobs away from existing industries. 
■ Except for Las Vegas, most peo- . 

ple who frequent casinos live within 50 
miles, which means very little new 
money is brought into a state or com­
munity. In Kansas City, Mo., 88 per­
cent of casino customers lived within 
45 minutes ofthe casino, according to a 
survey by Kansas City Star Magazine. 
■ The gambling industry has be­

come the single most powerful lobby in 
many states, according to "US Gam­
bling Study" author Robert Goodman. 

Write or call the governor and your 
senators and share your thoughts today. 
Bill Mackey is executive secretary-trea­
surer of the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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When should you 
start retrieving 
money from your 
retirement plan? 
By Jeremy White 

Consider 
the ant, the 
Bible says. 
Not at pic­
nics, but con­
sider the ant's 
ways·. 

It has no 
commander, · 
no overseer 

or ruler, yet it stores its provisions 
in summer and gathers its food 
at harvest (Proverbs 6:7-8). 

Ants wisely store the right 
amount for the future. And God 
created the ant to know instinctive­
ly the rate to retrieve what it has 
stored. Let's say you have been 
"ant-like" by saving money in a re­
tirement plah. How do you know 
when and at what rate to withdraw 
from that plan? 
. Although certain exceptions 

exist, you will be penalized 10 per­
cent of the amount withdrawn 
from your individual retirement 
account, 401(k) or 403(b) if you 
are younger than 59 1/2. This IO 
percent penalty is in addition to the 
ordinary income tax you pay on the . 
amount withdrawn. 

A benefit of getting older is you 
can withdraw any amount from 
your retirement plans after you 

• reach age 59 1/2 without a penal­
ty. The IRS doesn' t require you to 
begin taking money out of your re­
tirement plan until age 70 1/2. 

But even though you can make 
a penalty-free withdrawal, should 
you? Each person's circumstanc­
es will yield a different answer. 
Consider the following when near­
ing age 59 1/2: 

. I What are your retirement 
goals, and how much have you 
saved toward that goal? 

: I What are your current and 
future tax brackets? 

I What's your expected life 
span? 

• I What debts affect your situa­
tion? 

I What. are you going to need 
in retirement to meet your current 
lifestyle? 

Choosing the timing and 
amount of your withdrawals can be 
complicated. It is worthwhile to 
spend a dime to save a dollar. A 
certified public accountant or fi­
nancial planner can help you min­
imize taxes, incorporate· your re­
tirement plans into estate planning 
and meet your financial goals. 

As Christians, remember to 
maintain the balance of wisely sav­
ing for the future and not hoarding 
excessive assets. God wants us to 
depend on him, not our savings. 
Don't "rollover" your dependence 
on God to your retirement plan. 
Jeremy White is a certified public 
accountant in Paducah. White also 
offers weekly financial tips on his 
Web site: www.consultcpa.com. 



Parent seeks to keep 'ex' from 
being a bad-influence on son 
Q. How do I limit the influence my ex-husband has on our 
son? We have been divorced for six years, but Ben, now 

• 13, spends every other weekend at his father's house. In 
the summer, he spends every other week with his dad, who 
lets him watch TV shows that are filled with violence and 
sex. Also; Ben has access to his stepbrothers' video 
games, .which are worse than the TV 
-programs. Finally, my "ex" tells Ben 
he doesn't have to obey me when I tell 
him to turn off our TV. What can I do? 

There are several pathways to 
resolution for you to try. First, have a talk 
with Ben about the need to honor his 
father and mother. Remind him of 
Ephesians 6:1-4. Your best avenue of 
influence is with a close relationship 
between fhe two of you. Spend time with him as much as 
possible. Take him to wholesome activities that he finds fun. 

Another route is through decent and upright friends. Let 
him invite:such friends to spend the night. Take them along 
on outings. In the long run, these friends will have a majority 
impact oni Ben. It might cost a bit in time and money, but 
supporting healthy companionships will pay off tater. 

Of course, the most productive course of action would be 
to reach sbme agreement with Ben's father. It seems that you 
have some form of joint-custody agreement. Attempt to 
discuss yqur concerns in an adult-to-adult manner. There 
might be issues of concern to him that you can address that 
will cause [a change of heart on his father's part. 

The last strategy would be to check with your attorney to 
see if you ·can pressure your former husband to comply with 
your concerns. It would be best if you could reach a mutual 
agreement without taking legal action, but that isn't always 
possible._:._ Wade Rowatt 

Q. Is it normal to be a heterosexual yet struggle with 
homosexual desires? 

Richard Foster, in his book, "Love, Sex and Power," states 
there is an important difference between someone struggling 
with occasional homosexual desires within a sexually 
saturate1 culture, and a "constitutional" homosexual. 

Being; obsessed with sex in general might provoke a desire 
to express that obsession in a variety of ways. Our culture 
uses sexuality to sell almost every product imaginable, 
manipulating God's good gift for monetary gain. Such an 
atmosphere certainly pervades our culture. 

The struggle might be related to intimacy. When a person 
has an intimate friendship with someone of either gender, 
sexual feelings may occur. Affectionate feelings do not mean 
that one is a homosexual. Those with occasional same-sex 
desires, just as those with heterosexual desires outside of 
marriage, should redirect and control those desires within the 
boundaries God has established. 

Sexual feelings are like a river. Held within their banks, 
1 hey are beautiful, rich and good. The "bank" that God 
designed is monogamous, heterosexual marriage. A firm yet 
appropriate response affirms theological, sociological and 
psychological truth. 

God gives us compelling reasons to be faithful to his 
design. He is not capricious. Following his revealed will brings 
our own best happiness. 

Temptations and actions are not the same thing. Commit 
every desire to him. God gives the strength to channel every 
desire into his keeping and care.- James Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon 
, 1,?ainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
'Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, Ky. 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
A·re you using words like a Baptist? 
By C.R. Daley 

It is almost impossible to overestimate the im­
portance of communication among Baptists. Love 
is the tie that binds up, but clear communication is 
necessary for us to know one another enough to love 
and trust one another. 

Words are our chief tools of communication, but 

Supper as "sacrament" or "communion." The Lord's 
Supper is sacred but it is not a sacrament in the 
church history understanding of the word. The Ro­
man Catholics have seven sacraments, all of which 
are involved in a person's salvation. Each true Cath­
olic depends on six of these sacraments for salva­
tion (marriage and ordination are two of the seven 
and no true Catholic can choose both). 

words are tricky. They mean one thing 
in one part of the country and another in 
other sections. 

fu Baptist life we usually inherit words 
from our predecessors and begin using 

GUEST 
EDITORIAL 

Baptists have no sacraments. We have 
two ordinances, baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, but neither of these has any sav­
ing power. Our salvation is in the grace 

them without examining their exact meaning. One 
outstanding and influential religious leader in an area 
often influences the Baptist vocabulary for genera­
tions to come in that area. 

Here are some Baptist terms that are often mis­
leading. The term "the Baptist Church" is loosely 
used by some Baptists and by more non-Baptists to 
refer to the denomination of Baptists. There is no 
such thing. There is "a Baptist church" and there are 
"Baptist churches" but 11,0 "the Baptist Church." 
Some other denominations regard all local congre­
gations as forming "the church" but :not Baptists. 
Each Baptist church is a ·separate entity and com­
pletely autonomous. It volunteers to associate and 
cooperate with associations and conventions of 
churches but never regards itself as part of "the Bap­
tist Church." 

The term "delegate" is misused by some Baptists. 
Baptist churches do not send "delegates" to a con­
vention or association. They send "messengers." 
Delegates are representatives who are instructed or 
delegated to express the official viewpoint of a 
group. Ordinarily Baptist churches do not instruct 
their messengers how t~ vote on issues but leave 
them to express their views under the direction of 
the Holy Spirit. The position expressed by a mes­
senger doesn't bind the church he comes from but 
only represents his own view. 

Another misuse of words is to refer to the Lord's 

Wilt thou not revive us again? 

of God in Jesus Christ and comes to each 
freely and not because of any human work. Even 
faith by which grace is received is a gift of God. '· 

Communion in its sweetest form is involved in 
proper observance of the Lord's Supper but the.or­
dinance is better described as the Lord's Supper in-
stead of communion. • 

Finally; church offerings are sometimes referred 
to as "dues." This is not as common now as it was in 
past days. Baptist churches do not assess members 
as do some churches of other denominations. Rath-

• I 

er each Baptist is left to decide his own level: of 
' material giving in the light of biblical teaching and 

the leadership of the Holy Spirit. The intensity cind 
I 

pressure of some Baptist churches' stewardship cam-
paigns come close to an assessment, but there is ht­
tle danger any Baptist will hurt himself in giving · 
under any kind of pressure. 

Our contributions are tithes and offerings, not 
"dues." 

The independence of Baptists will never allow 
for a common vocabulary and uniformity on i.n,ter­
pretation of Words. This is not necessary nor m;ed­
ful, but the use of proper words to describe uniyer- · 
sal practices would be helpful. • 

Editor's note;· This editorial originally was printed (n the 
Feb. 26,; 1976, Western Recorder. It is among 75 com­
piled in \"Daley Observations: The Best of C.R. Daley's 
Western Recorder Editorials." This book is available from 
the Western Recorder by calling (888) 254-5728. 

doesn't take him long to Jmow the rea­
son why. 

By Ken Bolin us again, 0 Lord . .. ?" One of the truly great Christian 
writers of our time was C.S. Lewis. 
Lewis was an atheist for much of his 
life, but through his relationship with 
a Christian writer named J.R.R. Tolk­
ien, Lewis sensed there was some­
thing lacking in his own life. It was 
the joy that Lewis had seen in another 
Christian that led him to faith in God. 
Later he wrote about it in his autobi­
ography, "Surprised by Joy." 

Will you not revive us again, that your 
people may rejoice in you? (Psalm 
85:6). 

"Pastor, it's good to hear you laugh 
again," were the words 
of a concerned member 
as we shook hands after 
church during our spring 
revival. I stopped to 
think about what she had 
said, realizing how right 
she was. 

The death of my fa­
ther right on the heels 
of a major sanctuary 
renovation had left me 
empty and joyless. Manchester Bap­
tist Church supported me in every 
way as I struggled to find a way out 
of the quagmire of depression. I 
found myself questioning along with 
the psalmist, "Wilt thou not revive 

The prayer of the psalmist is. our 
prayer also. It is a prayer for Gqd to 
revive that which is dead or dying. It 
is a prayer for God to do again for us 
what he did long ago. It is a prayer for 
us to experience God' s grace and 

power in fresh and,new 
ways. . 

The second half of 
this verse shows us an­
other result of all true re­
vival, namely," ... that thy 
people may rejoice in 
thee." A real revival oc­
curs when the ch'urch 
can smile again. Old 
wounds and grudges are 
forgiven. Then and only 

then can the church rejoice. • , 
A joy-filled church is .one of the 

secrets of a growing church. When a 
storm-tossed, struggling-sinner sees a 
Christian experiencing the same trials 
he does, yet not overcome by them, it 

The truth of the matter is that God 
wants to bring the dead back to life: 
Sometimes it is a pastor who is strug­
gling to break free form the death grip 
of depression, or it might be a church 
that has gone through a long dry spell. 
God majors on revival and rejoicing, 
and he will do what he has promised. 

God wants his church to be revived 
so it can rejoice and give the watch­
ing world a reason to ask, "Who made. 
the difference?" 
Ken Bolin is pastor of Ma,;_cheste~ Bap­
tist Church in Manchester 
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·BAPTISTS 

Looking for fresh · ideas 
and inspiration for 

preaching. in the new 
millennium? 

""" ,,, ;·•, . The. Marshall _Center for Christian Ministry 
of Georgetown College presents 

"Preaching the New Millenn-ium" Workshop 
with John Killinger 

Popular speaker and autnor 

September 27-28, 1999 
Broadway Baptist Church 

4000. Brownsboro Road, Louisville 
Monday l :45 p.m. through Tuesday nodn u 

CONTENT 

With the eyes of the world 
riveted on the new millennium, 
ministers cannot afford to 
ignore the issue in their 
preaching. John Killinger 
believes the turn of the 
millennium offers a wonderful 
op-portunity to explore many 
biblical themes that have been 
neglected for too long. Rather 
than approach t~e year 2000 
with doomsday warnings, 
Killinger sees it as a time to 
urge people toward renewal 
and reflection. 

THE LEADER 

John Killinger is:-

♦ The author of 60 books, 
including "Preaching the New . 
Millennium" . 

♦ A popular preacher who has 
served congregations in Virginia, 
California and Michigan 

♦ A former preaching professor 
at Vanderbilt Divinity School, 
Princeton Theological Seminary 
and Samford University 

♦ Now serving as General Editor 
of Preachlink and President of 
the Mission for Biblical Literacy 

HOW TO REGISTER 
♦ Group will be limited to the first 50 registrants 

♦ Cost is $50, which includes dinner on Monday evening 

♦ Lodging suggested: Best Western, Brownsboro Road, (502) 893-2551 

♦ To register, contact Bill Marshall: (502) 426-0618, fax (502) 429-5791; 
or Skip Alexander: (502) 491-1920 
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Patterson contends for 
'sufficiency of Scripture' 
By Marv Knox 
Texas Baptist Standard 

ATLANTA (ABP)-Southern 
Baptists must preach right, counsel 
right and believe right if they are to 
reach America for Christ, Southern 
Baptist Convention • 

• President Paige Patter­
son told the SBC an­
nual mee_ting in Atlan­
ta June 15. 

Patterson, in his 
president's address, · 
recommended those 
commitrrients under 
the umbrella of affirm­
ing the "sufficiency of 
Scripture." 

"For the last 20 
years, Southern Bap­
tists have struggled Patterson 
through an exercise of 
self-definition," said Patterson, pres­
ident of Southeastern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary in Wake Forest, 
N.C. 

He referred to the two-decade-long 
theological/political conflict- which 
he helped engineer- that reshaped the 
SBC. Notably, the convention acted 

humanity and especially spiritual and 
emotional guidance for triumphant 
living." 
■ 'The Bible must be sufficient for 

doctrine," Patterson said. He specifi­
cally cited charismatic practices, also 
known as "speaking in tongues," and 

the debate over Calvin­
ism, which focuses on 
the sovereignty of God 
versus human will. 

"Widespread charis­
matic practices have 
visited the churches, in­
discriminate of denom­
ination or doctrine," he 
observed. "These prac­
tices range from the rel­
atively controlled and 
accountable practices of 
charismatic evangeli­
cals to the extremes of 
phenomena clearly 

novel to the Scriptures." 
Patterson urged Southern Baptists 

not to "allow minor emphases to take 
the place of the major emphases of 
Scripture." 

"My purpose is to remind South­
ern Baptists that our focus across the 
years has been the conversion of men 

and women to faith in to affirm the inerrancy 
of the Bible and pre­
serve. the mission­ p~l1Wf4).~ &. Chris+~:i~~i~~ the 
ary and evangelis-
tic impetus of the 
convention, .he 
said. 

But he ques­
tioned · whether 
"we have won the 
battle for the inerran­
cy of the Bible while we 
have foundered on the issue of the suf­
ficiency of the Bible." 

He suggested three categories of 
"sufficiency" required by Scripture: 
■ 'The Bible must be sufficient for 

preaching," Patterson stressed, advo­
cating "exposition and application of 
the word of God" as opposed to "nar­
rative preaching." 

"Some among us counsel that we 
should abandon the careful explana­
tion and application of the biblical 
text, alleging that contemporary audi­
ences are no longer charmed by such 

• tunes," he said. 'Twelve-minute ser­
monettes generated by the 'felt needs' 
of an assembled cast of post-modern 
listeners, augmented by drama and 
multiple repetitions of touchy-touchy, 
feely-feely music is the call of the 
hour." 

Such trends aren't completely 
wrong, but preaching that is not ex­
pository-verse-by-verse explanation 
of the text-"is an inadvertent chal­
lenge to the sufficiency of Scripture," 
he said. 
■ 'The Bible must be sufficient for 

counseling," he added. While the 
church once viewed psychology as 
"the enemy of biblical Christianity," 
today Christians "sometimes speak the 
language of psychotherapy more of­
ten than we speak the language of 
Zion," he explained. 

"Enough of our unsuccessful mar­
riage to psychology," he urged. "Find 
in Scripture the information we need 
to assess the nature and problems of 

Calvinism debate, 
Patterson noted: 
"Some wring their 
hands in apparent 
terror over these 
discussions. I wel­
come them." 

Sidestepping 
taking sides in the de­

bate, he pointed out that Southern 
Baptists history flows from "two dis­
tinct tributaries"-"a strong infusion 
on the sovereignty of God" along with 
affirmation of "the freedom and re­
sponsibility of man." 

"I plead only two considerations," 
he said. "First, let Southern Baptists 
forever steer a course between unbri­
dled experientialism and stµltifying 
propositionalism. Second, may we al­
ways remember that any and every 
doctrinal formulation that either pur­
posefully or inadvertently dilutes our 
passion for the lost or our soul-win­
ning vigor is at odds with the biblical 
message and mandate. There can be 
few more profound acts of worship 
than to introduce a wayfarer to the 
Savior who bled and died for him." • 

• In his lengthy sermon, Patterson 
also affirmed the SBC's Cooperative 
Program unified budget. He warned 

. against indiscriminate ecumenism, 
"diluting tne blood of our martyrs who 
knew so very well the clangers of pop­
ular religious faith." 

He concluded with a call for evan­
gelism. Southern Baptists, he said, 
should "break through to the next lev­
el," baptizing 1 million people-
500,000 in the United States and 
500,000 on mission fields-during the 
period from Oct. 1, 1999, through 
Sept. 30, 2000. 

Patterson particularly pleaded for 
evangelization of America's cities, 47 
of which have populations of 1 mil­
lion or more. 

.., 

--



BAPTISTS 
NFL's White talks about gays., Christian unity 
By Jeff Huett 
Associated Baptist Press 

ATLANTA (ABP)- While blast­
ing what he called unfair media treat­
ment for his statements about homo­
sexuality, future NFL Hall of Farner 
Reggie White said it's time for Chris-

. tian denominations to band together 
to reach people for Christ. 

Speaking at the final ses­
sion of the 1999 Southern 
Baptist Convention, White 
lashed out at the media, 
which he said misrepresent­
ed his statements regarding 
homosexuality. 

Specifically, White re­
sponded to a USA Today 
article that he claimed said 
he "criticized" the gay life-
style. White 

"I've never criticized the 
gay lifestyle," White said. "I've only 
proclaimed what God said himself." 

White quoted Bible verses in Lev­
iticus and Romans denouncing homo­
sexual activity. "God said it, not Reg­
gie White," he said, drawing regular 
rounds of applause. 

White urged the media to report 
more on people who have·come out 
of the lifestyle instead of those who 

are in it. "I have no 
problem with anyone 
living the way they 
want to, but when 
you bring it out and 
try to push those 
principles on my 
children, I just can't 

. . ,,,, White pointed out 
mww.tt~ th h • th ~E~ e c ange m e 

be quiet." 
White 

then expressed 
concern about divisions in 
the Christian church, noting 
there are more than 20,000 
Christian denominations . 
worldwide. "We've got a 
problem. We've got a ma­
jor problem," White said. 

God calls for Christians 
to love one another, White 
said, but many Christians do 
not obey. "We don't care for 
each other, and we don't 

watch each other's backs," White said, 
illustrating with a football analogy. 

"When I'm on the field and I see a 
black guy getting ready to take (Green 
Bay quarterback) Brett Favre out, I 
take the (defender) out before he lays 
Brett out," White said. "It's about win­
ning the game. We love each other and 
help each other." • 

To emphasize this statement, 

public's attitude 
about violence 
after the recent 
school shoot­
ings in Colo­
rado and Geor­
gia. Whites per­
petrated the most 

recent acts, he said, 
and the issue now has become an "ep­
idemic." 

"People in the suburbs are wonder­
ing what's going on," White said. "Let 
me tell you what's going on, these 
shootings have been happening in in­
ner cities for years, but when you al­
low sin to start, it spreads." 

Keeping with his message of 
love, White said, "it is time for 
Christians to get out of the pews and 
into the streets" to reach people for 
Christ. White also called for Chris­
tians to make disciples out of new 
believers. 

"It makes no difference their fi­
nancial background, or what color 
they may be, we must express the 
love of God so they may deal with 
their hardships and the things they 
are going through," White said. "We 
don't support each other enough." 

Paige Patterson re-elected without opposition 
ATLANTA (ABP)-Paige 

Patterson received a second term at 
the helm of the Southern Baptist 
Convention June 15, .when messen­
gers to the SBC's annual meeting re­
elected him as president without 
opposition. 

SBC • messengers also elected 
Georgia pastor Frank Cox as first vice 
president and Alabama pastor Jerry 
Spencer as second vice president. 

Patterson "served us well" in the 
past year as SBC president, stressed 

Junior Hill, an evangelist and mem­
ber of Westmeade Baptist Church in 
Decatur, Ala., who nominated him. 

Patters_on helped design the 20-
year movement that-turned the SBC 
in a more conservative direction. As 
president, Patterson exhibited positive 
leadership in several areas, Hill said. 

Cox, senior pastor of North Metro 
First Baptist Church in suburban At­
lanta, also was elected without oppo­
sition. • 

"He has Baptists on his heart and 
will be fully supportive of Dr. Paige 
Patterson," pledged James Merritt, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in 
Snellville, Ga., who nominated him. 

Cox has led his church to grow 
from 500 to 3,800 members in 19 
years as pastor, Merritt reported. 

Spencer, pastor of Ridgecrest Bap­
tist Church in Dothan, Ala., won the 
second vice presidency over Paul Rus- • 
sell, pastor of Sunridge Baptist Church 
in Seabring, Fla. Spencer received 
1,817 votes (52 percent) to 1,706 for 
Russell (48 percent) . . 

Spencer's church has grown from 

an average attendance of 400 in Sun­
day. school and membership of 1,000 
to 1,400 in Sunday school and about 
3,000 members in the 10 years he has 
been pastor, reported Stan Coffey, 
pastor of San Jacinto Baptist Church 
in Amarillo, Texas, who nominated 
him. 

Spencer also is a member of the 
SBC Executive Committee. 

Messengers also elected two sec­
retaries for the convention. John 
Yeats, editor of the Baptist Messen­
ger, the weekly newspaper of the Bap­
tist General Convention of Oklahoma, 
was re-elected recording secretary 
without opposition. 

Incumbent Registration Secretary 
Lee Porter of the Atlanta area won his 
23rd consecutive election for the post. 

• He was chosen over former foreign 
missionary Teresa Norris, a staff 
member at Riverside Baptist Church 
in Denver and wife of Rob Norris, di­
rector of missions for Southern Bap­
tists in Denver. Porter received 2,205 
votes (62 percent) to 1,351 votes (38 
percent) for Norris. 

SBC OFFICERS Elected (from left) are Lee Porter, registration secretary; Jerry Spencer, 
second vice president; Paige Patterson, president; Frank Cox, first vice president; and 
John Yeats, recording secretary. (BP photo by Bill Bangham) 

loyv_ing,Jes,Us;reallyj~n••, 
~ said..!_'Wheri ~ • • 
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heriggf;wait}o1 
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"God is waiting on 
us to heed his 

. , .: call" .. 
• • IMBPtesideht 

Jerry Rankin 

• -i·- ;. " r • • • 

TESTIMONY Brad and 
Misty Bernal/, parents of 

one of the girls killed in the 
Columbine High School 

tragedy, speak about their 
• daughter Cassie during the 

annual report of the 
Southern Baptist 

Convention's North 
American Mission Board 

June 15. (BP photo by Jim 
Yates) 

BAPTISTS 
1MB leaders promote work in cities, unreached areas 
By Louis Moore 
International Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)-Southern Bap­
tists mus.t deliver the message of sal­
vation to the masses living in the 
world's major cities, International 
Mission Board leaders told the clos­
ing session of the Southern Baptist • 
Convention. 

Just as God called Jonah centuries 
ago to go to Nineveh and proclaim 
God's truth, God today is calling 
Southern Baptists to evangelize the 
world's largest urban 
areas, IMB leaders 
said. 

Half the 
world's . people 
live in cities like 
Calcutta, Cairo, 
Istanbul, Nairobi, 
Moscow, Berlin, 
Shanghai and 
Mexico City, said 
IMB President Jerry 
Rankin. And millions of those people 
have little or no knowledge of Jesus 
Christ. • 

"God is saying to us to go," he said. 
But like Jonah, "you will face the op­
tion to shun that call or respond in 
obedience." 

A very Willis, 1MB senior vice 
president of overseas operations, 
warned that Southern Baptists could 
be in danger of making the same.mis­
take Jonah made-becoming so fo-

·eused on preaching the destruction of 
Ninevah that he missed God's plan to 
save the city. ''The need to address the 
cities should not depend on where we 
came from but where God is going. 
He is focused on the lost of the world." 

Willis said that in the past two 
years the 1MB "has radically changed 
its direction as we have tried to fol­
low God out to the edge of lostness." 

"We are focusing on the peoples 
who have little or no access to the 
gospel and who comprise 30.5 percent 
of the world's population," he said. 

Rankin noted that Scripture states 
the people of Nineveh believed God 
and turned from their evil ways. 

"It was not the preaching of Jonah, • 
but a compassionate God who pre­
pared their hearts and turned them to 

him in repentance,". he 
said. "God is wait­
ing on us to heed 
his call, a call to go 
to the nations, to 
the cities of the 
world and pro­
claim a message of 
healing and hope, 
a message of sal-

vation· and deliver­
ance." 

1MB missionaries and Baptists 
from various countries described 
God's work in their areas. 

SBC personnel are assessing what 
it will take to help rebuild war-tom 
Kosovo, said Bill Steele, who will lead 
the 1MB team there. 

"We'll be going back with them 
(the refugees returning to Kosovo) 
and we will help them rebuild their 
homes," Steele said. 

''We' 11 never be satisfied to~ ust put 
food in the mouths of hungry pe~le, 
for we must also give them the bread 
of eternal life," he said 

After the war in Bosnia, 1MB lead­
ers had a strategy to take the gospel to 
Bosnians but too few Southern Bap-

MISSIONARY MOMENT Bill Steele, missionary to Bosnia, speaks curing the annual 
presentation of the Southern Baptist Convention's International Mission Board. Steele 
currently is coordinating the SBC personnel who are assessing what it will take to help 
rebuild war-torn Kosovo. (BP photo by Kent Harville) 

tists volunteered, Willis said. He urged 
people to mobilize to assist in the ef­
fort in Kosovo. 

An 1MB representative, who 
wasn't identified because of the sen­
sitive nature of his assignment, said 
the restricted country where he lives 
and works had only 50 known Chris­
tians in 1995 but today has about 
15,000 known believers. 

When he first moved to that coun­
try, he said he was fearful for his five 
children, but "my children for whom 
I feared have seen with their own eyes 
the power of God." 

IMB missionary Charles Beatty, 
who is battling lung cancer, thanked 
Southern Baptists for their prayers for 
him and urged them to pray for those 

in his part of North Africa who are 
dying daily without assurance of eter­
nal life through Jesus Christ. 

Rankin concluded the presentation 
by telling about an artifact he saw in 
museum, a tear bottle in which wives 
of men away at war kept their tears as 
evidence of their sadness over the sep­
aration from their loved ones. 

Alluding to the convention theme, 
"His Tears/Our Task," Rankin invit­
ed convention participants to envision 

. a .time.when the Christian task will be 
completed and God's "tear bottle" will 
be empty and to commit themselves 
to giving, praying and going toward 
that end. 
With additional reporting by Shari 
Schubert of the Florida Baptist Witness 

Messengers commit to make homes 'lighthouses' of prayer 
By James Dotson 
North American Mission Board 

ATLANTA (BP)-Answering a 
call issued during the North Ameri­
can Baptist Mission Board's June 14 
report to the Southern Baptist Conven-

- tion, more than 1,350 Southern Bap­
tists agreed to make their homes 
"Lighthouses of Prayer." 

The families committed to praying 
for, caring for and sharing Christ with 
20 other families in their respective 
neighborhoods. Collectively, the fam­
ilies pledged to.reach out to more than 
27,000 othei:.families. 

The evening presentation was an 
emotionally-charged challenge punc­
tuated by a dramatized family-to-fam­
ily evangelistic encounter on video 
and a live appearance by the parents 
of Colorado high school murder vic­
tim Cassie Bernall. 
. "Every Christian can share Christ, 

every family can be a Lighthouse of 
Prayer and every church can start a 
church," NAMB President Bob Rec­
cord said. 

"The key to reaching North Amer­
ica is the renewal of the evangelistic 
passion and soul of our churches," 
Reccord said. "Not every Christian is 
called to leave home and be a missions 
ary out there .somewhere, but every 
Christian is called to be on missionat 
home and from their home." 

The Lighthouses of Prayer con­
cept encourages Christians to pray 

for five neighbors on each side of 
their home and 10 neighbors across 
the street. Part of the-interdenomi­
national Celebrate Jesus 
2000 movement, it is one 
of the key strategies for 
praying for and sharing 
Christ with everyone in 
the nation by the end of 
the year 2000. 

NAMB is promoting the 
concept through.brochures 
and other materials de­
signed to help families tum Reccord 
their homes into Lighthous-
es of Prayer. The materials 
are available by calling LifeWay 
Christian Resources at (800) 448-
8032. 

"For most of us, North America is 
right where we live," Reccord said. 
"The people of North America are in 
desperate need for the gospel, and no 
one is better called and better 
equipped to tell them than you or I or 
the people in our churches." 

After a gripping montage of video 
and photos depicting Cassie Bemall' s 
unwavering faith in Christ, the audi­
ence, estimated at more than 7,000, 
stood and applauded her parents, Brad 
and Misty Bernall, for more than a 
minute as they took the platform with 
Reccord. He asked them how they had 
managed to make their own home a 
lighthouse, even in tragedy. 

"You don't do it by yourself," 
Brad Bemall said in a halting voice. 

"If we didn't have the faith in the 
Lord Jesus, we would never have 
gotten through it. If we didn't have 

all of our friends at the 
church pulling for us, we 
wouldn't have gotten 
through it. . 

" ... We hope that every-· 
one would see that we've 
not been hateful or angry, 
but rather we've exercised 
the God-given ability to be 
forgiving," he added. 

Seven teen-year-old 
Cassie Bernall became 
one of the most widely 

known of the victims of the April 20 
shooting in Littleton, Colo., because 
of her commitment to God-even in 
the face of death. One of the gun­
men reportedly asked her whether 
she believed in God. 

When she said that she did, the 
gunman reportedly asked, "Why?" 
mockingly just before he shot her. 

The Bemalls spoke of their own 
struggles in raising their children, in­
cluding dealing with Cassie when she 
began experimenting with drugs, al­
cohol and even witchcraft before she 
made a life-changing commitment to 
Jesus Christ. 

Their home continues to be a 
"lighthouse" for Christ, Brad Bemall 
said. "We have scores of kids coming 
in and out all the time. We know the 
people in our neighborhood ... and I 
think that through all of this they know 

that we have something real and valu­
able." 

Reccord also emphasized the im­
portance of ethnic congregations in 
urban evangelism. He underscored the· 
importance of the Strategic Focus Cit­
ies initiative for focusing massive 
Southern Baptist resources on reach­
ing two major cities each year. Mes­
sengers were asked to pray for the 
presidents of the 25 ethnic fellow-
ships. • 

Also during his report, Reccord an­
nounced three future initiatives. They 
include: 

I The selection of Seattle and 
Philadelphia as Strategic Focus Cit­
ies for 2002. Chicago and Phoenix 
are the cities targeted for the effort 
in 2000, while Las Vegas and Bos­
ton have been selected for 2001. 

I The commitments by the pas­
tors of 24 Southern Baptist mega 
churches to lead their congregations 
to sponsor a new "flagship" congre­
gation in one of the nation's largest 
cities. 

I The awarding of a license to 
NAMB under a Federal Communi- • 
cations Committee lottery for a low­
power television station in San Di­
ego, Calif. This would be the only 
Christian television station in the 
area. NAMB provides television 
programming through its Family Net 
network as well as other projects of 
its Fort Worth, Texas,-based Broad­
cast Communications Group. 
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BAPTISTS 
Draper: ·LifeWay name is well-received 'Lifetime of challenges' awaits 

swdenmatYouMLmk2D00 By Lacy Thompson 
Louisiana Baptist Message 

the 21st century." 

ATLANTA (ABP)----Changing the • 

The new Sunday school strategy, 
Sunday School for a New Century, will 
help churches "do the work of the Great 

name of the Southern Bap­
tist Sunday School Board to 
Life Way Christian Resourc­
es has been received with en-

. thusiasm, Jimmy Draper told 
. messengers to the Southern 

Baptist Convention annual 
meeting June 15. 

Draper, president of the 
Nashville, Tenn.-based pub­
lishing house, said the Life- Draper 
Way name is based on John 
14:6, which proclaims Jesus as the way, 
the truth and the life. "We feel that the 
very ·name itself is an opportunity for 
us to say that our task is to help intro­
duce people to Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Savior." 

Dr:aper cited several projects under-
. way at the publishing agency, includ­
ing the preparation of a new strategy for 
Sunday school and a new Bible transla­
tion. "It is a Bible without compro­
mise," Draper said of the translation. "It 
is a Bible for the 21st century and be­
yond .... It is accurate and literal, yet 

. smooth and readable. It invites memo­
rization and reading aloud and dedicat­
ed study . ... Pray for us. We want to pre­
serve the integrity of God's Word into 

Commission," Draper said. 
The curriculum will offer 

churches more options and 
will include a greater empha­
sis on the family and will 
encourage home Bible study, 
Draper explained. Resourc­
es will be available for the 
Fall 2000 quarter. 

Draper said Sunday 
School for a New Century 
will work hand-in-hand with 

LifeWay's FAITH Sunday school 
evangelism strategy.' 

In response to the 
report, a messenger 
voiced concern that 
Life Way's mission 
seems to have 
changed from the 
service of Southern 
Baptist churches to 
one of making prof-
its. The messenger cited 
the decision not to allow non-Life Way 
stores to sell Sunday school material, 
the publication of the new Bible trans­
lation and the markup on materials pub­
lished by other Southern Baptist agen­
cies. 

Tell Us Where It Hurts 
♦ Depression 
♦ Anxiety 

·♦ High Stress 
♦ Hopelessness 
♦ Anorexia 

♦ Bulimia . 

♦ Drug & Alcohol 
Addictions 

♦ Thoughts of Suicide 

Some problems are too big _to handle alone 
problems that leave God's people in pain, feeling 
helpless and hopeless. It doesn't have to be this way. 
Rapha's Christ-centered professional counseling can 
help Christians struggling with emotional and 
substance-abuse problems turn life's most difficult 
situations into opportunities for personal growth, 
restoring God's peace and joy in their lives. Help is a 
phone call away 24 hours a day. 

1-800-383-HOPE 
t CATHOLIC HEALTH 

INITIATIVES 

CARITAS Peace Center 

Rapha 
Where the healing ~egins 

Draper responded that LifeWay 
seeks to provide materials at the low­
est-possible cost to churches. Providing 
materials to non-Life Way stores would 
affect the agency's ability to keep pric­
es low for churches, he said. 

Also, the new Bible translation is 
designed simply to preserve the integ­
rity of the Bible and actually will be 
completed at quite a cost to the agency, 
he said. 

Finally, Draper responded, Life Way 
charges what other agencies tell them 
to charge for their materials. 

Another messenger expressed con­
cern that the new Bible translation 
would push aside the King James Ver­

sion. 
Draper said Life­

Way will continue to 
make the King 
James and New 
King James versions • 
available. However, 
he said, both ver­
sions are losing 

readership to transla­
tions that may not be ade­

quate. "We will still have a place in our 
materials for the Kihg James. We have 
no desire to replace that," he said. "But 
we really prefer to replace some of the 
more recent translations that are becom­
ing more interested in political correct­
ness than biblical accuracy." 

. ':,:,::,,tf; Wt 
ATLANTA (BP)-A "lifetime of challenges" awaits 

Southern Baptist students at Youthliilk 2000, organizers of 
the year-end event told messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Conventiori annual meeting June 15 in Atlanta. 

Richard Ross and Dean FinleyrYouthlink 2000 co-chairs, 
said 33,000 youth and college students already have 
registered for the Dec. 29-31 event that wm .be held 
simultaneously in seven cities~Anaheim;,Atlanta, Denver, 

. Houston, Philadelphia, St. Louis and Tampa. 
It is designed for junior high school, high school and · 

college students. 
Members of the Youthlink.2000 steering committee 

issued a series of challenges to messengers at the 
convention: 

I A salvation challenge, thatmore students•will be saved at 
one time at Youthlink.than any other itinie'.fri· history. 

I A vocational challenge, thatthousands will •commit to be 
pastors arid to lead churches, schools and institutions in the . 
new millenium. .... . ·.. . . 

I A missions challenge, that more than 1 ;ooo students will 
commit to serve as career missionaries. . . 

I A purity challenge, that more than 100,000 students will 
commit to a "lifetime of moral purity." • 

I A campus missionary challenge, that 50,000 students 
will serve as missionaries to their campuses under 
appointIT)~ntby their churches . . , . ·.. ._ . .•• . .·••·• 

I A witnessing challenge, that more than 100,000 students 
_will commit to witness to every lost student in North America 
by the end of the year 2000. • . 

Also during Life Way's presentation, 
Draper presented leatherbound copies 
of "A Hill on Which to Die'-' to Paul 
Pressler and Paige Patterson. The book, 
written by Pressler, is an account of the 
organized movement to turn the con­
vention in a more conservative direc­
tion beginning in 1979. Pressler and 
Patterson are credited as architects of 
that shift. 

I A _giving challenge, that more than 100,000 students .wilL 
commit themselves to a lifetime of giving through their 
churches, especially to missions .. , 

. 41'~.I A rireslttential ;qhaJJ~Og~, 1natpresidents of the various 
' SBC entities will challenge the .students to give one .. summer, 
semester or year in full-time missions and ministry before 
completing their education. 

With additional reporting by Tony lmms 
of Life Way Christian resources 

Entrepreneurial men needed to 
c,__ be a part of SBC church plants 
,l:Kr in fast growing areas ot Vir­
V1RG1N1A ginia. 

Church Planting 
Teams 

Positions open for pastor, worship leader, or 
intern. Positions can include salary/benefits, 
start up costs, office space, part-time secre­
tary, and team-work with other area church . 
plants. If you are conservative theologically, 
but desire to be a part of a culturally relevant 
church, we have opportunities for you! 

Send: 
• Resume with photo/ 

references; 
• 

0 Traek record"/milestones in 
ministry; • 

• Video of preaching/teaching 
or music skills as applicable. 

Mail To: 
Ken Nienke 
SBC of Virginia 
5533 Florist Road 
Roanoke, VA 
24012 

Youthlink will be a·"solemn assembly" !or students, Ross 
and Finley said. It will inciude sjx Vvorship services, satellite .. 
links to sites in Israel, srnall:group discipling experiences and 
hands-on mission · projects. •• 

{.,r s--. 

!T~~~ 
to Jiu: 
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Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
{800) 370-6180 
{615) 376-2287 

Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 
Louisville, presents a 
thank-you card to Southern 
Baptist churches for their 
support of seminary 
education through the 
Cooperative Program. 
Mohler made his 
presentation during the six-

. , I seminary report . (BP 
I ;I/ photo by Jim Yates) 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

! 
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BAPTISTS 
ERLC's Land: Christians attacked ·by inedia 
By Lacy Thompson 
& Mark Wingfield 
Louisiana Baptist Message 
& Texas Baptist Standard 

ATLANTA- Southern Baptists 
must not sit still for unfair media abuse 
and hostility, Richard 
Land insisted during 
his annual report 
to the Southern 
Baptist Conven­
tion as president of 
the denomina­
tion's Ethics & 
Religious Liberty 
Commission. • 

"We live in a time 
of unprecedented mor-
al and spiritual crisis in our nation," 
Land said. "And in the very time when 
our nation most needs to hear a sure 
and certain word from God through 
his people, those in the media and 
those in the press and those in society 
who oppose us are doing their very 
best to oppress us." 

Land said the greatest tlu:eat of the 
day comes from those who would sup­
press Christians' right to express reli­
gious convictions in the public arena. 

As an example, he cited a recent 
experience with CNN, whose head­
quarters building is located just across 
from the Georgia Dome, where he was 
speaking to messengers. 

"CNN, if you're listening, I have a 
message for you, and I want you to hear 
it" Land said. "CNN is slanting the 
news. CNN is trying to beat up on 
Southern Baptists. And we're not go-

Discovery weeks/Son Team camps underway 
I was in Atlanta 10 days ago for 

Crossov~r Atlanta, the weekend pri­
or to the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion. On Saturday we (Southern Bap­
tists) had the entire Centennial Olym­
pic Park for a day-long celebration 
for all ages. It was a day of fun for 
any family that was there. More than 
a thousand decisions were made dur­
ing the Crossover witnessing cam­

Jonathan Creek. I don't want to ever 
forget. 

We' re now in the middle of camp 
season. At Cedarmore last week we 
had nearly 300 campers experiencing 
God. We had the Son Teams doing 
ministry with all the energy God has 
given them- and that's a lot of ener­
gy! At the "Amens in the AM," our 
morning celebration, Byrdwell Con­

paign that day, as _thou­
sands of students · and 
adults hit the streets. 

The most powerful part 
of the experience for me 
personally took place that 
Saturday afternoon. There 
at Centennial Park, ar­
rangements had been 
made to bring in the cross­
es from the Littleton, 
Colo., tragedy several 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

ference Center was full of 
youth fully engaged° in 
praise and worship and 
fun. As I watched the Son 
Teams put to use what 
they had worked so hard 
on and practiced so much, 
I saw a crowd of youth that 
was participating with the 
worship leaders. It was 
just great. I don't know 
how else to say it. 

weeks ago. There, laid out . 
on the beautiful green Rusty Ellison 
grass, under sunny Geor-

To be a part of camp 
ministry is a great privi­
lege. If all of you who read 

this could experience a camp first 
hand, it would change your perspec­
tive on reaching kids. Littleton re­
minds me how little time we have. 
May God give us strength to press on 
with a sense of urgency like we have 
never had before, and may hundreds 
come to Jesus this summer as a re­
sult of camp ministry and Cedarmore 
and Jonathan Creek. 

gia skies, were those crosses, one for 
each student who was killed, each 
with notes embossed into the wood, 
each with a picture of the youth, some 
with personal items attached, even a 
teddy bear. I was not prepared for the 
emotion of the moment. My heart 
was broken as the reality hit me hard 
that these kids lost their lives at such 
a tender age. 

I took pictures of the crosses, 
came back and will frame one of the 
pictures as a reminder of why we do 
what we do at Cedarmore and 
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Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, Ky. 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 • 

ing to stand for it silently anymore." 
Land said CNN recently scheduled 

a program on Southern Baptists, featur­
ing Americans United Executive Direc­
tor Barry Lynn and California Baptist 
pastor and conservative activist Wiley 
Drake. 

Despite the sugges­
tion that Land be in-

vited in his capaci­
ty as spokesman 
for Southern Bap­
tists on public poli­
cy issues, CNN 
called Land only to 
ask if he would be 
interested in being 

in the audience, he 
said. 

Such selection of guests that ex­
cludes people like him is typical of how 
CNN "slants the news," Land said. 

"Brother Wiley, I love you, but 
you're just too nice a guy to go up 
against Barry Lynn. You need some­
body with a mean streak like me," Land 
said. "You've employed me to take on 
the Barry Lynns of this world, and I do 
it." 

To make matters worse, Lynn said 
during the program that Land once as­
serted the SBC ought to marry the Re­
publican Party, Land said. 

"That's not what I said," Land told 
messengers. "Let me tell you and let me 
tell CNN what I really said. I said if the 
Republican Party wants the support of 
people who believe in God and who 
believe in the sanctity of all human life 
from conception onward and believe in 
the traditional family and believe that 

homosexuality is deviant and immoral 
behavior and shouldn't be approved and 
affirmed by the president of the United 
States, then they need to come and en­
dorse our values and our beliefs and our 
understanding of the truth. 

"And if they do, and they commit 
themselves to that, then we'll support 
them," Land said. '-'1f a party wants our 
support, they have to get it the old-fash­
ioned way. They have to earn it by sup­
porting our basic beliefs." 

If Southern Baptists are to suppoit a 
candidate, they want a formal marriage 
ceremony, Land said, unlike Lynn, 
whom he said is "in bed with the liberal 
wing of the Democratic Party without 
benefit of matrimony." 

In reply, Lynn said in a subsequent 
interview with the Baptist Standard that 
he stands by his assertion that Land 
sought to "marry" the SBC and the Re­
publican Party. He quoted from a March 
23, 1998, New York Times story about 
a meeting of conservative activists in 
Washington in which Land participat­
ed. 

According to Lynn, the Times story 
quoted Land issuing this warning to Re­
publican leaders: ''The go-along, get­
along strategy is dead. No more engage­
ment. We want a wedding ring. We 
want a ceremony. We want a consum­
mation of the marriage." 

As for Land's comments that Lynn 
is "in bed" with Democrats without ben­
efit of marriage, Lynn said: "I never at­
tend any political function, no strategy 
sessions. Ifl find out there is a meeting 
scheduled where Democratic operatives _ 
are going to run it, I do not attend." 

·Here's a D.Min. in Evangelism 
and Church ·Growth that fits 

your ministry schedule! 
The Billy Graham School of Missions, 
Evangelism and Church Growth now offers 
a Doctor of Ministry in Evangelism and 
Church Growth that is ... 
Practical: Seminars and study focus on 
"real-life" church and leadership issues . 
Convenient: Each seminar meets for one 
week. Only four-and-one-half weeks of on-

Dr. Thom Rainer, Dean campus time are expected over the three--
Billy Graham School year degree program. ' 
Balanced: The disciplines of evangelism and church growth 
are each examined biblically, theologically, historically and 
methodologically throughout the program. 

Relevant: Faculty members, including Dean Thom Rainer 
and Timothy Beougher, have served as leaders in growing 
churches. "., _ :; :Ji; 

Affordable: The cost is ;~asonable, and a convenl~nt rriohthly 
payment plan is also available. ' 

"The instruction is excellent and practical, and the camaraderie 
I've developed with both cohorts and professors will last a lifetime. 
! strongly recommend the Graham School program at Southern 
Seminary to all who are considering a doctor of ministry degree. " 

Joseph Vest - Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin, Kentucky 

Join us in this ~hallenging program. Applicants are now being 
accepted for the January 2000 class. 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
1 800 728-7044 • Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 
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Patterson: Is your church in or out of SBC? Briscoe urges ministers' wives 
to turn to God when weary By Tony Cartledge 

North Carolina Biblical Recorder 

ATLANTA-Churches that vol­
untarily leave the Southern Baptist 
Convention should be applauded for 
their integrity, Paige Patterson said 
during a press conference shortly af­
ter his re-election as SBC president 
June 15. 

Churches that desire to affiliate 
with the Cooperative Baptist.Fellow­
ship "should be perfectly candid and 
honest," Patterson said. "Be truthful 
with your people. If you're gonna' 
support Southern Baptists, do it. If 
you' re not, be honest enough and have 
enough integrity to say, 'We're not 
there anymore. We're out of here."' 

While affirming churches' "free­
dom to do what they want to do," 
Patterson asked for them to be "hon­
est and candid about who they are. Do 
they support the SBC, or not?" 

He said five to 20 churches have 
withdrawn from the SBC because of 
doctrinal differences with the denom­
ination's more conservative stance in 
recent years. 

But he didn't cite those departures 
as contributing to recently reported 
losses in SBC membership. 

When questioned about declining 
membership, repo1ted for the first time 
last year, he noted that many church­
es were purging their rolls of inactive 
or non-resident members, and that 
may have affected some of the num­
bers. 

Patterson said he was not especial­
ly conc~rned about membership num-

Honored seniors 
By Robert Dunston 

Each year Cumberland College 
presents the Berger Awards to a 
male and a female of the graduat­
ing class who have excelled in ac­
ademics and service and show ex­
cellent potential for the future. 
Faculty, students and staff can 
nominate people for these awards, 

bers, judgingJhe reported increases in 
baptisms and Cooperative Program 
giving as better indicators of denomi­
national health. 

The dip in membership and total 
number of churches is probably "more 
of a hiccup than a drop," he said. 

When asked for an opinion regard­
ing a "reconciliation movement" in 
North. Carolina that would call for 
moderates and conservatives to share 
power in that state, Patterson said he 
purposely had kept a low profile on 
the issue while serving as SBC presi­
dent, lest it appear that he was throw­
ing his weight around in state conven­
tion matters. 

Anything that might involve com­
promise was troublesome to him, he 
said, but he expressed great confi­
dence in conservative leaders who 
helped to develop the shared leader­
ship plan, as well as in the integrity of 
moderates involved in the process. 

Several reporters asked· questions 
related to Presiden.t Clinton's June 11 
proclamation declaring June 1999 as 
"Gay and Lesbian Pride Month." 
Patterson noted that the timing of the 
proclamation seemed odd, since it 
came in the middle of the same month 
it was designed to' celebrate. He said 
he stands with Clinton in his concern 
that violence or hatred should not be 
directed toward any group, including 
gays and lesbians, 

However, "you can't call right 
wrong and wrong right,''. he said. Pres­
ident Clinton apparently does not un­
derstand . biblical teachings about ho­
mosexuality, Patterson said, and was 

will pursue graduate work at the 
University of Kentucky, 

Walter Joseph "Petie" Shumate, 
son of Bobby Joe and Dolores 
Overbay Shumate of Middlesboro, 
received the award given to the 
male graduating senior. In the sci­
ences, Shumate served as president 
of the Cumberland chapter of the 
American Chemical Society. He 

and a committee inter­
views those nominated 
and selects the recipi­
ents. 

CUMBERLAND 
, COLLEGE 

was a judge for the sci­
ence fair and student co­
ordinator for the Cum­
berland College Science 
Symposium. He is a Pres­
idential Scholar who also 
received a George I. Al­
den Scholarship for Ex­
cellence in Science, the 
Gorman Jones Scholar­
ship and the P. R. Jones 
Chemistry Award. 

This year the female 
recipient was Candace 

· osborne-Perry, the 
daughter of Jack and 
Sherryl Osborne of Gray 
and wife of Kelvin Per­
ry. She is a member of 
three honor societies, Al­
pha Lambda Delta (fresh­
men), Kappa Mu Epsilon (mathe­
matics) and Sigma Pi Sigma (phys­
ics) and served the latter two as 
president. She has held the office of 
president in both the Mathematics 
and Physics Club and the Society 
of Physics Students. 

Osborne-Perry received the Na- . 
tional City Bank Scholarship and a 
George I. Alden Scholarship for Ex­
cellence in Science. She was named 
to Who's Who in American Univer­
sities and Colleges and was induct­
ed into Cumberland's 1. T. Valland­
ingham Honor Society for overall 
academic excellence. In the fall she 

His presence has 
been felt across campus in many 
activities. He played in the jazz 
band and marching band, partici­
pated on the debate team and aca­
demic team and served on the Stu­
dent Government Association su­
preme court, He also has been ac­
tive in Baptist Student Union. 
Shumate will begin Ph.D. work in 
the fall at the University of Ala­
bama in the field of chemistry. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., Wil­
liamsburg, Ky. 40769 

clearly endorsing homosexual behav­
ior by issuing the proclamation. 

Patterson said he was not so much 
offended by the proclamation as he 
was concerned for the future, not 
wanting his grandchildren to be ex­
posed to a society that embraces ho­
mosexuality as an appropriate life­
style. 

ATLANTA (BP)-"When is the last time you looked into 
the face of God and listened?" Jill Briscoe asked women 
attending the 44th annual Southern Baptist Ministers' Wives 
Conference and Luncheon. 

A capacity audience of 1,000 people heard Briscoe, 
author of "Renewal on the Run" and executive editor of "Just 
Between Us" magazine for wives of ministers and women in 

ministry. "When we let ourselves trwlY listen, the Earlier in the day, 
several messengers 
had proposed mo­

'1'\\#f#+,·. ifup,,,,...._ energy will come and the passion will return," 
/Ii"',......,.---~-*~ she said, 

tions and resolu­
tions calling for 
the SBC to con­
front Clinton's 
home church, Im­
manuel Baptist of 
Little Rock, Ark., 
calling for the church 
to discipline Clinton. 

Patterson said he believed the 
church as a whole was a conservative, 
Bible-believing church. "I'm sure 
many people in the church are very 
confused right now," he said, saying 
he saw no virtue in refusing to seat 
messengers from the church. 

In response to questions, Patterson 
clarified his comments from his pres­
idential address regarding the creation 
of a Baptist "TV superstation." 

He explained that Southern Bap­
tists "must face the fact that TV goes 
through brick walls, across oceans and 
into places we cannot otherwise 
reach." 

Several .individuals have created 
TV superstations, he said, and a de­
nomination of 40,000 churches should 
be able to do the same, 

Exiting for Wendy 
By Andrea Cossler 

I have worked for Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children at 
Genesis Home in Mayfield for 
nearly six years, and during that 
time . I have made many long 
drives from Mayfield to Louis­
ville for meetings and training. 
There is one drive I made recent­

Through prayer, rest and reliance on their 
faith, ministers' wives can "learn the . 
unforced rhythms of grace" and "dress our 
spirit in a peace that passes understanding 
every morning," said Briscoe, wife of Stuart 

Briscoe, senior pastor of Elmbr.ook Chur9h in 
Brookfield, Wis. • • • • 
Briscoe, originally from Liverpool, England, said 

her years in urban mission work and as a pastor's wife have 
taught her "God loves to reduce us to helplessness, because 
that is where prayer is birthed." 

Referring to 1 Kings 19 and the story of Elijah's 
helplessness under a broom tree, Briscoe said she realize,d . 
her "prayer life was pretty pathetic." 

Just as Elijah found himself reduced to nothing by 
Jezebel's threats, "If you're doing something right, one day 
you'll find yourself under the broom tree. You'll find yourself 
running out of faith," she said. 

"I know a lot of burned out ministers and ministers' wives 
who never get a break. They end up spiritually discouraged, 
distressed and faith weary," she added. 

"It's what you do when you're fed up that matters," she 
said. During low times, Briscoe said, the emotions of 
depression can be overwhelming. She encouraged women to 
rely on what they know of God to help them find their way. • 

and I were returning home from our 
training, driving down Interstate 65 
when a car passed and we saw that 
the passenger was waving to us. It 
took a few moments to register, but 
we realized it was Wendy! She was 
smiling ear to ear and motioning for 
us to get off at the next exit. As soon 
as she got out of the car, Wendy ran 
over and hugged me, then Kay, then 

ly with a co-worker Kay 
Crawford that I won't 
soon forget. 

Kay and I were remi­
niscing about some of the 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

me and then Kay. She is 
now in foster care and 
told us her foster family 
treats her well, that she 
has her driver's license 
and is active in church girls that have come 

through Genesis. One 
special resident came to 
mind. I'll call . her 
"Wendy." She had been 
sexually abused daily by 
her stepfather, neighbors, 
family "friends" and rel-

• 
and in the Christian Ath­
letic Association. We 
were also pleased to hear 
that she is in a healthy re­
lationship with a boy­
friend. KBHC 

atives. Her mother phys-
ically abused her and her 
father inflicted psychological abuse 
on her, too. 

At 11, Wendy was sexually ac­
tive, abusing alcohol and drugs and 
had tremendous·emotional and be­
havioral problems. She was in our 
care _for two years. When she left 
Genesis, we didn't know if we 
would ever see her again, or if we 
. would ever find out if interventions 
had occurred early enough to help 
her overcome the horrors of her life. 

The day after our roadtrip con­
versation, a miracle happened. Kay 

Between each com­
ment, Wendy would 
have to give us another 

hug and tell us she loved us. It was 
so wonderful to see that the 12-year­
old child I had known as unkempt, 
tough, rebellious and aggressive 
was now a beautiful young lady 
who held her head high and was 
proud of her life. You, through 
KBHC, helped give Wendy a 
chance at a new, hopeful life. 

Andrea Coss/er is a residential coun­
selor at Genesis Home in Mayfield. 
Find out more about KBHC at (800) 
456-1386 or www.iglou.com/kbhc/. 
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WMU celebrates missions & Dellanna O'Brien's impact 
By Karen Willoughby 
Baptist Press 

sage. 

ATLANTA (BP)-A celebration 
of the contributions of Dellanna 

Attendees celebrated O'Brien's 10 
years at the helm of WMU. Among 
the cited highlights from her tenure 
were O'Brien's concern for women in 

O'Brien, more than 100 
training conferences 
and a major by­
laws revision 
were key parts of 
the 1999 W om­
an; s Missionary 
Union annual 
meeting, June 13-
14 in Atlanta. 

"We are a part of 
a seamless history in 

poverty, which led to 
\1\!llh'ii~., forCmhrat_io1:1 owf the 

"""' 1st1an _ om-
an' s Job Corps, 
combining • per­
sonal mentoring 
with job training. 

O'Brien's in­
terest in getting 
women personally 

involved in hands-on 

WMU LEADERS Dellanna 
O'Brien, retiring executive 

director of Woman's 
Missionary Union, and 

WMU President Wanda Lee 
of Columbus, Ga., share a 

moment together during 
the annual WMU 

Conference, held June 13, 
14at Wieuca Road Baptist 

Church in Atlanta. (8P 
photo by Gibbs Frazeur) 

which we connect with the stories 
of the past to write our own chap­
ters in preparation for those who 
come after us," O'Brien, WMU's 
executive director who will retire in 
September, said in her annual mes-

missions activities led to 
the Volunteer Connection, which has 
grown from 125 women its first year 
to 1,400 in 1999. 

Another O'Brien "brainchild" was 
Project HELP, which annually focus­
es ·WMU members on one major so­
cial issue, said WMU President Wan­
da Lee. 

"Dellanna, you are a person who 
is full of faith and also faithful," Bob 
Reccord, Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board President 
wrote to O'Brien in a letter read dur­
ing the celebration. "There is no ques­
tion that you have been faithful to the 
trust placed in you by WMU and the 
sovereign God we serve." 

WMU took advantage of its spa­
cious meeting location, Wiuca Road 
Baptist Church, t!) add 129 training 
courses to its 1999 sessions. The 
courses ranged from age-level train­
ing to heightened awareness of social 
and ethno-cultliral issues. 

We're having a big birthday party! 
Recently I have been telling you about special 

events tharhave happened at Oneida in the past 
100 years. I plan to share more interesting infor­
mation in the months ahead as we reflect on "A 
Century of Ministry." 

This Saturday, June 26, we will be having our 
Centei;mial Celebration. A group of faculty and 
staff b~gan preparing for this weekend in January 
1998. ~uch hard work has been invested in this 
historic occasion. . 

meal will be served under seven large tents on our 
athletic field. This year will most likely see the larg­

, est gathering of alumni and friends in the school's 
history. 

It is hard to imagine what this campus looked 
like 100 years ago. Certainly, it is reasonable to pres 
sume that the founder of our school had no idea his 
little mountain school would grow to this size. When 
he climbed up that old oak tree in the summer of 
1899 with his faithful friend H.L. McMurry, he en-

visioned a school meeting the needs of Now all the long hours and plans are 
coming together. I have heard from 
alumni, former faculty and staff, and • 
friends from across the United States. 
The overwhelming majority of them 
said they were making plans to be here. 
Some said they could not attend but 
their thoughts would be with us this 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

several hundred mountain boys and girls, 
but he could not have dreamed of students 
coming from across the United States and 
around the world. 

Saturday. 
One of the exciting events this week­

end will be the dedication of a historical 
marker commemorating the founding of 
our school. The marker will acknowledge 
the gift of the original school property 
given by Martha Coldiron Hogg. The first W.F. Underwood 

James Anderson Bums, our founder, 
is buried on Cemetery Hill, overlooking 
our campus. I often wonder what he 
would think if he could stroll across our 
campus today. Only one of the original 
buildings he knew is still standing. I can 
hear him say, "What is this building and 
what do you do in that building?" Eigh­
teen major buildings, tennis courts, a 
paved track and an athletic field for soc­
cer, baseball and softball would all be monetary contribution is also acknowl­

edged. Henry Hensley, father of 14 children, made 
the first cash donation to the new school. His $50 
gift was extremely generous for a man of that day. 
"Big Henry" was baptized at age 66. 

Many of the original trustees who had to sign 
the articles of incorporation could not read or write. 
Those who could not write proudly put thek"marks" 
on the document. Hundreds of their descendants 
were given the education they w_ere never able to 
receive in the school they helped establish.' , 

We are preparing food for 2,000 guests .- As we 
have the past five years, we will cook fresh barbe­
cued pork frofn our farm and all the trimmings. The 

new to him. Buses, vans, trucks, two computer labs 
and a modem farm all would be a pleasant surprise. 
The road from Manchester, our county seat, to our 
campus and all the roads in the village, which were 
dirt roads in his day, are now all paved. 

But he would be most surprised to see students 
from the four comers of the earth going to school 
with boys and girls from the creeks and hollows he 
traveled so many times. If you can, visit with us this 
Saturday. 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist In­
stitute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, Ky. 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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During a short business ,session, 
Lee was re-elected ·national WMU 
president and Janet Hoffman was re­
elected national recording secretary. 

Approval was given for a revision 
of WMU bylaws. For the most part, 
the changes were cosmetic - refin­
ing legal language. But the revision 
included one significant item: All 
members of the WMU executive 
board will be permitted to vote. In pre­
vious years, only members from states 
or regions that had a minimum of 
25,000 Southern Baptist church mem­
bers were able to vote. 

An offering of $7,361.73 was re­
ceived for WMU' s 1999 house build-

Graduation awards 
Eight members of the class of '99 

received special recognition during 
our recent commencement week ac­
tivities. 

The President's Award, recogniz­
ing outstanding leadership in all ar­
eas of college life, went to student 
body president Todd Buck. He was 
sound technician and responsible for 
editing the weekly radio programs we 
distribute to 42 stations. 

ing projects in conjunction with Hab­
itat for Humanity. 

Missionary speakers included 
those serving in the United States and 
around the world, including areas of 
Asia and the Middle East where most 
people have no exposure to the gos- _ 
pel and governments are opposed to 
Christian outreach. 

"Missions exist because the wor­
ship of God does not," said a mission­
ary from one such area who used the 
name Sherri. "WMU exists because 
the worship of God does not. ... When 
the flame of worship bums, the light 
of missions will shine to the most re-. 
mote peoples on earth." 

mester before departing for South­
western Seminary, Steve coordinat­
ed 32 Clear Creek volunteers in 10 
simultaneous revivals in Ohio. • 

The Claude H. Fox Memorial 
Award, "for the individual who has 
demonstrated the greatest progress as 
a student," went to Jonathan Wayne 
Lewis of Cumberland. The en~ance 
and exit scores for J.W. dramatically 

Todd and his family will 
move to Juneau, Alaska, 
his home state. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

illustrate the strength of 
our personal attention 
through tutors and instruc­
tors. In April, J.W. became 
pastor of Eubank Baptist 
Church. 

The Trustee' s A ward, 
received by Virginia stu­
dent Michael Aldridge, 
affirms outstanding lead­
ership in church ministry. 
Michael continues as pas­
tor of Friendship Baptist 
Church in Jonesville, Va. 
These top two awards also 
require at least a 3.0 grade 
point average. Bill Whittaker 

Owensboro native 
Russ Wallace received the 
R.P. Mahon Founders 
A ward, "for response to 
God's call and preparation 
for ministry in the midst of 
adult life." Russ graduat­
ed at age 4 7, and recent! y 
became pastor of Center­
town Baptist Church. 1 The Walter V. and 

Betty Young Award went to Derek 
McCosh for "unusual promise and 
ability in Ininistry demonstrated by 
Christian living." Derek served the 
East La Follette, Tenn., Baptist 

- Church as youth minister and will 
attend Southeastern Baptist Theolog­
ical Seminary. 

Harrodsburg native Steve Mc­
Gaughey won the Evangelism-Disci­
pleship Award, "for a balanced ap­
proach in sharing the gospel and dis­
cipling new converts." In his last se-

The American Bible Society 
Scholarly Achievement Award went 
to Adam Dooley of Berea. He grad­
uated at age 21 and will attend South~ 
em Seminary. 

The Zondervan Award for aca­
demic achievement in advanced 
Greek went to Tennessee student 
Alan Moser; he will enroll at South-. 
western Seminary this fall. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-· 
ville, Ky. 40977 
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Pastors' Conference seeks to 'empower for tomorow' 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

ATLANTA-The Southern Bap­
tist Pastors' Conference examined a 
range of issues as they explored how 
to be "empowered for tomorrow" dur­
ing their 1999 annual meeting, June 
13-14 in Atlanta. • , 

Newly elected conference Presi­
dent Jerry Sutton called on Christians 
to experience God's glory by seeking 
it in prayer and securing it in power 
so that they may see it in practice. 
. Experiencing God's glory in 
prayer involves taking on a humble 
posture before God, which is a holy 
privilege, said Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church in Nashville. 

To secure God's glory in power, 
Christians must use the resources of 
God to be empowered concretely out 
of God's riches, to be ind welled con­
siderably by Christ, to be enlightened 
completely in understanding the love 
of Christ and to be in-filled complete­
ly with the fullness of God, he added. 

When believers seek the glory of 
God in this way, Sutton said, they will 
see it in practice. 

Other exhortations the pastors re­
ceived included: 

I God needs pastors who have and 
keep and cast God's vision for church­
es, insisted Kie Bowman, pastor of 
Hyde Park Baptist Church in Austin, 
Texas. 

"The world is full of visionary 
businessmen," Bowman said. "God 
wants you to be a visionary for the 
kingdom." 

I Pastors must recognize positive 
cultural changes, urged Chuck Colson, 
founder of Prison Fellow-
ship in Washington, 
D.C. "The signs ~ 

are beginning to 
tum our way," he 
said, pointing to 
decreases in the 
numbers of abor­
tions, welfare re­
cipients, crimes and 
teen pregnancies. 

I Americans should 
pray for America until Bill Clinton no 
longer is president, si:iid Richard Land, 
president of the SBC Ethics & Reli­
gious Liberty Commission. 

• He displayed a copy of a recent 
presidential proclamation that desig­
nates June as the beginning of "Gay 
and Lesbian Month," encouraging 
Americans to observe it with appro­
priate programs. The audience· erupt­
ed with cheers and applause when 
Land said the program Americans re­
ally need is to pray for the nation until 
Clinton is no longer president. 

I Bob Wieland of Arcadia, Calif., 
stepped on and detonated a mortar 
round while running to assist fellow 
soldiers after an ambush in Vietnam. • 
He was pronounced dead on arrival at 

Founders Conference speakers call for 
biblical preaching·and church discipline 

ATLANTA (ABP)-Extreme 
times call for extreme measures­
most notably , a return to biblical 
preaching and church discipline, a 
pair of Southern Baptist Founders 
Conference speakers emphasized 
June 15. 

Evangelicals have made little im­
pact on the culture, Tom Ascol said 
during a Founders Conference 
breakfast before the 1999 Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meeting 
in Atlanta. 

About 120 people attended the 
pre-convention meeting organized 
by those who identify with;the; Re­
formed theological tradition, often 
referred to as Calvinists. • 

"The world has made more of an 
impact on the church in our day than 
the church has made on the world," 
said Ascol, pastor of Grace Baptist 
Church in Cape Coral, Fla. "We live 
in very desperate days. We live in 
days when people are unabashedly 
selfish and self-centered, when 
they're greedy and pride~ul in an 
open way. : 

Such people also are found in the 
churches, Ascol continued. Indeed, 
studies show that there is little dif­
ference between Christians •and non­
Christians when it comes to moral 

, behavior, he said. 
"Extreme times call for extreme 

measures," Ascol said. "And the ex­
treme measure which the Bible calls 
for in desperate days can be summa­
rized in one word-preaching." 

Referring to 2 Timothy 3, Ascol 
emphasized the need for a return to 
biblical preaching. 

"Preaching is God's ordained 

means fo r accomplishing his or­
dained purposes of spreading the 
gospel throughout the world," As- • 
col said. "Whatever else may be 
done, this one thing always must be 
done." 

That means preaching sound doc­
trine and allowing Scripture to in­
terpre~ itself, the Florida Baptist pas­
tor insisted. 

"The pastor must be a sound 
theologian. He must be committed 

· to the task of drawing out from the 
word of God the truths which God 
has rev:ealed to us there, reflecting 
on them and helping people under­
stand and apply them. That is the 
work of the pastor," he said. 

Likewise, churches must return 
to the practice of church discipline, 
said Don Whitney, professor of spir­
itual formation at Midwestern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Whitney called for both forrna­
ti ve discipline-preaching the Bi­
ble-and corrective discipline. 

Corrective discipline is practiced 
to honor Christ, to maintain the pu­
rity of the church, to restore people, 
to release people from sin and to rec­
oncile believers, Whitney said. 

"One of the misunderstandings is 
that it's punitive, but the goalis re­
storative ... . The goal is to win some­
one back, not to kick someone out," 
he said. - • 

He stressed the need to make sure 
one is dealing with a violation of 
Scripture and not judging self-righ­
teously . He also emphasized the 
need to keep matters as private as 
possible for as long as possible. 

the hospital but survived, though with­
out legs. 

Wieland chose to rejoice in his sur­
vival rather than dwelling on his inju­
ries. He later became a world cham­
pion weightlifter. Drawing on He-

brews 3:13, Wieland en-
couraged all discour­

aged people to 
never give up, but 
to take one step 
after another : to­
ward the victory 
God has prom­
ised. 

I Florida evan-
gelist Jay Strack 

challenged pastors to 
seek God's vis_ion and provide real 
spiritual leadership in the troubling 
times in which they live. 

Strack, preaching from Habakkuk 
2: 1-4, used computer world analogies. 

' 'We need a heaven-sent vision," 
Strack said. He said the "hardware" 
of personal vision is that vision must 
be requested, revealed, received and 
recorded, as was · the case with Ha­
bakkuk.· 

The "software" of personal visiori, 
Strack said, includes intimacy, isola­
tion, integrity, imagination, intensity, 
involvement and investment. 

I Georgia motivational speaker 
John Maxwell challenged pastors to 
be true leaders in difficult times. 

"The greatest leaders all rose be-
1 

cause it was the darkest hour for their 
nation. Every change calls for a cou­
rageous leader," he said. Maxwell 
urged pastors to look to God for cour­
age, and he listed the attributes of 
God-given courage as exhibited by 
Moses and Joshua: procrastination, 
doubt, distractions and loneliness are 
removed; and God's leaders become 
more aggressive about following his 
will. 

I God needs pastors who can lead 
their congregations through revival, 
reminded Mark Corts, pastor of Cal­
vary Baptist Church in Winston Sa-
lem, N. C. • 

"Churches are getting reorganized 
for the 21st century, but God wants to 
send revival, and people must get 
ready for it," Corts said. . 

· He urged pastors not to be distract- · 
ed by the worship wars related to mu­
sic, saying godly songs have been 
written both before and after 1980. 
"We have a right to sing songs of Zion 
that come from this generation." 

I America needs covenant-mar­
riage laws, claimed Fred Lowery, pas­
tor of First Baptist Church in Bossier 
City, La. 'The goal is to get rid of no­
fault divorce," he said_. "That's an oxy­
moron. It's always somebody's fault. 
That's like saying, 'no-fault adul­
tery."' 
With additional reporting by Marv 
Knox, William Perkins and Tony Car­
tledge 

Sutton elected -
conference 
president 

ATLANTA-Jerry 
Sutton, pastor of Two 
Rivers Baptist Church in 
Nashville, was elected 
SBC Pastors' Conference 
president for the year 
2000. Sutton was 
nominated by Johnny 
Hunt, pastor of First 

• Baptist Church, • 
Woodstock, Ga. 

Sutton and two other 
elected officers of the 
Pastors' Conference·, ·•.' 
were the only ones­
nominated for their 
respective positions. 

Clark Stewart, pastor 
of Harmony Baptist 
Church in Crystal 
Springs, Miss., was 
elected vice .president 

Steven Wright, pastor 
of Northwest Baptist 
Church in Houston, was 
elected secretary-
treasu rer. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS Mountains to the Mississippi 
of Irvine is resident interim pastor 
at First Church. 
■ HENDERSON_:James Storm, a 
native of Henderson and former pas­
tor of Hawesville and First Church, 
Travelers Rest, S.c:, died recently. 
He was pastor emeritus of Summer­
ville Church in Summerville, S.C. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Cloverleaf 
Church will host a live video taping 

Highland Church will honor Betsy 
Neill, church secretary for 15 years, 
with a reception June 27 after the 11 
a.m. service. Joe Phelps is pastor. 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 
partnerships with 

Baptists in New England, 
Poland and Tanzania: 

■ Dan and Peggy 
Rorabaugh and the 

Barabaig people group in 
Tanzan ia with whom 

they work. 

■ Kevin and Sonya 
Barnes and the Zaramo 

people group in Tanzania 
with whom they work. 

■ That an Old 
Testament professor, a 
librarian and an English 
teacher can be hired by 
the International Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 

Tanzania. 

■ Andrzej Seweryn, the 
newly elected president 
of the Baptist Union of 

Poland. 

■ The 41 volunteer 
groups from throughout 

the South that will be . 
working with the New 

Hampshire Baptist 
Association this 

summer. 

■ The more than 500 
volunteers from across 

the South who are 
helping Farmington 

Baptist Church in 
Farmington, Maine, build 

a facility this summer. 

■ The Kentucky-Poland 
missions partnership. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CORBIN-Acteens Activators 
of Central Church have returned 
from the Carver Center in New Or­
leans where they • worked with 
NAME missionary Jennifer Fan­
nin of Lexington. Peggy Ballou is 
Acteen director. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Youngers 
Creek Church recently ordained 
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SEEKING: Resumes are now 
being accepted for a full-time posi­
tion as pastor's secretary. Please 
send resume to Shively Baptist, 
1599 Sadie Lane, Louisville, KY 
40216, Attn: Pastor. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor. In­
dividual must posses i_nterest in as­
sisting the church in creating new 
models of ministry and a willingness 

• to have responsibilities directed by 
developing as wen as existing needs. 
Send resume to: Associate Pastor 
Search Committee, Southwest Bap­
tist Church, 6401 Scanlan Ave., St. 
Louis, MO 63139. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth 
n;iinister. Work with grades 6-12. 
Contact or send resume to: Youth 
Minister Search Committee, Bethel 
Baptist Church, 8ioo Owenton 
Road, Frankfort, KY 4060 I. Leave 
message: (502) 227-7278. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church at 5610 US Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking a 
part-time children and youth minis­
ter. If you feel God calling ycu to 
this area to work with children, send 
resume to: Ms . Bryan, 530 Alfa 
Drive, Frankfort, KY 40601. 

SEEKING: Rapidly growing 
Baptist church is seeking a full-time 
music minister who is experienced 
in leading choirs and congregation­
al singing. Send resumes to: Mt. 
Elmira Baptist Church, 3644 Mt. 
Elmira Road, Shepherdsville, KY 
40 165, Attn: Pastor. 
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Mike Senay, Mike Hillard and 
Lewis Goodin as deacons. Henry 
White is pastor. 
■ GREENSBURG- Bethlehem 
Church ordained Rod Keltner to the 
ministry June 6. Keltner was called 
to Creston Church, Liberty. Gary 
Ervin is pastor. 
■ HAZARD- Hoge Hockensmith 

-of the Manna Quartet anniversary 
singing June 26 at 7 p.m. For infor­
mation, call (502) 367-0218. Geoff 
Lacefield is pastor. 

11ke, 
\it\ n~o 

■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- Steve 
Jenkins, minister to youth at First 
Church, resigned to become pastor 
of Providence Church,. Fordsville. 
Richard Lloyd is pastor. 
■ TAYLORSVILLE-First Church 
called Tim Waits as pastor. Waits 
will begin his ministry July I I. He 
previously served New Salem 
Church, Louisville. 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Activities assis­

tant-weekends. East-end Louis­
ville nursing facility. Saturday, 2-5 
p.m.; Sunday, 10-5 p.m. Meadow­
view Health & Rehab Center. (502) 
426-2778. 

SEEKING: Associate pastor. 
Rocky Hock Baptist Church is a ru­
ral congregation in northeast North 
Carolina with 300+ in .attendance 
seeking a full-time associate pastor 
with primary ministry to youth and 
children. Seminary degree and some 
experience is preferred. Send re­
sume and references to: Jack Evans, 
RHBC, 113 Rocky Hock Church 
Road, Edenton, NC 27932. 

FOR SALE: 1996 IS-passenger 
Dodge van. Loaded, SL T package, 
5.2 V-8 engine. 127,000 miles. 
$10,500. Leave message: (502) 692-
2110. 

SERVICE: Christian person will 
do weekly mowing. Low rates, de­
·pendable service. Mike's Complete 
Mowing: (502) 254-9313. 

NEEDED: Office assistant for 
the Executive Office of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention. This part­
time position offers an attractive sal­
ary. Word processing skills and sec­
retarial experience necessary. Con­
tact Administrative Services Depart­
ment in Louisville at (502) 244-
6468. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor 
for 100-plus-member north Hardin 
County Baptist church. Call (502) 
234-9311. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor/worship leader. Fairview 
Baptist Church is experiencing re­
vival, revitalization and growth. We 
have a contemporary-blended wor- _ 
ship style and use a video projection 
system. We are innovative in our 
methodology. A seminary degree 
preferred but not required. Send re­
sume with photo and references to: 
Search Task Force, 31 0_ Coles Ferry 
Pike, Lebanon, TN 37087. 

NEEDED: Office secretary for 
the Leadership Development De­
partment of the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. This full-time position 
offers competitive compensation 
package. Word processing skills and 
extensive secretarial experience nec­
essary. Contact Administrative Ser­
vices Department in Louisville at 
(502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: Minister of music, 
10-12 hours weekly. Finch ville Bap­
tist Church, Shelby County, Ky. 
Send resume or information to: PO 
Box 1, Finchville, KY 40022, Attn: 
minister of music. 

SEEKING: Middletown United 
Methodist Child Development Cen­
ter seeks teachers for four-year-old 
class. Hours: 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday­
Friday, and 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday­
Friday. Low student/teacher ratio, 
great work environment, benefits , 
ECE, CDA or at least three years 
experience in child care preferred. 
Call Debbie Lochridge at (502) 245-
5082 to schedule an interview. 

SEEKING: Part-time secretary/ 
bookkeeper. Experience in spread­
sheet and word processing required. 
Flexible hours. Contact West Broad­
way Baptist Church, 8420 Six Mile 
Lane, Louisville, KY 40220; (502) 
491-1920. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and media who has experi­
ence leading choirs, orchestras and 
congregational singing. Must prefer 
blended style of worship . Please 
send resume to First Baptist Church, 
PO Box 1140, Fulton, KY 42041 , 
Attn: Pastor. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church 
of Walton is seeking applicants for 
the position of full-time pastor. Send 
resume and current photo to: Search 
Committee, 47 South Main St., Wal­
ton, KY 41094. 

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
condo available for vacation rental, 
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, ten­
nis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, 
screened porch, lovely secluded 
beach. Weekly rates May through 
mid-December: $630. Call Paf 
Owen, (502) 895-8752 (home), or 
(502) 897-5079 (office). 

SEEKING: High Point Baptist 
Church of Mayfield, Ky. , is accept­
ing resumes for a part-time minister 
of youth. Interested applicants 
should send resume to: Minister of 
Youth Search Committee, High 
Point Baptist Church, 220 West Far­
thing St., Mayfield, KY 42066. 



BAPTISTS 
Nearly 3,000 decisions result from · evangelism effort 

ATLANTA (BP)-Nearly 3,000 
professions of faith were reported 
from Crossover Atlanta, the Southern 
Baptist Convention's annual effort to 
impact its convention host city with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

This year's roster of Crossover 
events reflected a growing variety of 
evangelistic activities. In addition to 
the traditional door-to-door survey 
teams and block parties for area 
churches, there also were festival 
events in a downtown park for kids 
and teenagers. 

Other activities under way during 
the first week of Crossover included: 

I Prayer teams mobilized to. pray 
over the city and Crossover venues. 

I Inner-city evangelism teams 
working in some of the city's most 
depressed areas. 

I Street evangelism teams sharing 
their faith through entertainment in the 
park and elsewhere downtown. 

The Crossover activities were part 
of a five-month evangelism, ministry 
and church-starting effort known as 
Arms Around Atlanta. The Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board and the Georgia Baptist Con­
vention each contributed about 
$500,000 toward the project, includ­
ing funding and other 
assistance for 24 
church plants, 
special events, a 
mobile medical 
clinic, a Habitat 
for Humanity 
project and other 
efforts. 

urban boomers. 
~ 0 fth 1 ~~ ne o e arg-

One of the fes­
tival concerts was 
marked by a special 
emphasis on the Columbine High 
School massacre in Littleton, Colo., 
and the spiritual needs leaders said it 
illustrates among America's youth. 

Fourteen-year-old Mike Scott, 
brother of Littleton victim Rachel Joy 
Scott, stood with 12 other teens hold­
ing large wooderi crosses on the con­
cert stage as thousands of teens were 
on their knees to pray for themselves, 
their leaders and their country. 

Darrell Scott, Rachel's father, said 
he has lost 15 pounds in the weeks 
since Rachel's death, but credits God 
with taking care of his family and pro­
viding peace and grace. "I will never 
again take my children for granted," 
Scott said. "Communicate with (your 
children). Love them and spend time 
with them. You never know when you 

• are going to lose a loved one. 'Love 
one another,' that's what the Lord 
said. Love: frmay be the last time." 

By far the la,rge.st.nu.mber of pro­
fessions of faith came as a result of 
the Inner~City Bvang(;:lism team, a 
group of trained street evangelists 
sponsored by' .the North American 
Mission Board. That team reported 
more than 1,300 professions of faith 
during its first week. 

Because of delays in reconciling all 
of the decision cards and telephone 
reports, not all of those decisions were 
included in the 3,000 decisions report­
ed by Crossover leaders. 

The block parties, a standby of 
Crossover events for years, reflected 
the diversity of Atlanta, with events 
targeted for internationals and Afri­
can-Americans, urban-teens and sub-

est such events this 
year was held in 
the p3tking lot of a 
farmer's market in 
an area of town 
noted for its large 
international popu­
lation. Shoppers 

were offered hot dogs 
and traditional Korean food, and 
trained witnesses spoke with them 
about their relationship with Christ. 

A mobile clinic of the Baptist Mo­
bile Health Ministry, sponsored by the 
Georgia Baptist Convention, also was 
on-site offering free medical and den­
tal services. 

A Chinese couple stopped by the 
market on a trip to Atlanta from North 
Carolina, recounted NAMB employ­
ee David Lee. "They had heard about 
Christ, but never been invited to 
church," he said. "They made a deci­
sion today. It's wonderful." 

In the northern suburbs, James 
Weatherly, pastor of River's Edge 
Baptist Church in Duluth, said its 
block party helped raise the profile of 
the congregation. "It has the potential 
to bring you right into the communi­
ty," he said. "You don't have to wait 
for them to come to you." 

The most popular Crossover events 
in terms of local-church participation 
were the door-to-door surveys. More 
than 25 churches sponsored organized 
efforts to survey residents on spiritual 
needs and beliefs and to share their 
own Christian faith. 

The team of Tegga Lendado and 
Jerry Atkins found their difference in 
color got people's attention in an area 
where people from varied races and 
ethnic groups live in the same neigh­
borhoods. 

"It made them interested," said 
Lendado, pastor of Ethiopian Bible 
Church, a Southern Baptist congrega­
tion that is part of Clarkston Baptist 
Church.in metro Atlanta. 

CROSSOVER ATLANTA 
■ Top left: Mac Power, 
lead singer for the Christian 
band Third Day, 
encourages thousands of 
teens and adults to sing 
praise songs during a 
concert June 12 in 
Atlanta's Centennial 
Olympic Park. ■ Top right: 
The sun sets on one of 13 
crosses commemorating 
the lives of the Columbine 
High School teens and a 
teacher killed by fellow 
students in Littleton, Colo., 
The crosses were displayed 
during the concert. 
■ Middle left: Becky 
Hobson of Oologah, Okla., 
shares her faith aboard 
Atlanta's rail transportation 
system. ■-, Bottom left: 
Craig Stott, 16, of Littleton, 
Colo., speaks during the • 
Sunday morning worship 
at Olympic Park. His sister, 
Rachel, 17, was one of 13 
teens and a teacher killed at 
Columbine High School. 
■ Bottom right: A young 
Atlanta resident named 
David prays to accept 
Christ as his personal 
Savior during a block party. 
(BP photos by Jim Yates, 
Bob Carey, Kent Harville 
and Bill Bangham) 
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The Western Recorder church newspage plan. 
It's easy. It's affordable. It saves staff time. It gives more for your money. 

Call today for details. (502) 244-6470. 

Western Recorder 
Practical Resources for Christian Living 
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