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Baptist prayer
guide for Jewish
evangelism stirs
controversy

By Mark Kelly

SBC International Mission Board -

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—
This week, as Jews around the
world observe 10 days of seek-
ing God, Southern Baptists are

being asked to pray that Jews,

find God’s Son.

The pubhcatxon of a South-
ern Baptist prayer guide for
Jewish evangelism is being

_blasted by some Jewish officials

as arrogant and offensive.
At the same time, the guide

.

is being defended by Baptist
leaders as a natural outgrowth

of a theology that proclaims no

one reaches heaven except

through Jesus.
The “Days of Awe” prayer

guide offers tips on how South-

ern Baptists might evangelize
Jewish acquaintances while
they are sensxtlzed to atters of
Afathe .
“Pray each day for Jew1sh

_individuals-
- name,”

you know by

people. Love them as yOu
would an unsaved relative.”

The emphas1s corresponds
 with Judaism’s High Holy
Days. The Jewish New Year,
- Rosh Hashana, opens the Daysi

 of Awe, when Jewish tradition
teaches that God opens His
- Book of Life to inscribe the

names of the righteous and re-

it suggests. “Build au-
thentic friendships with Jewish

move the names of the wicked.
The book remains open for 10

days, during which Jewish peo-

ple recall the sins of the previ-

ous year and pray to God for.‘ _

forgiveness.

‘The observance, also known ‘

as the Days of Repentance, ends

_ with Yom Kippur, the Day of

_ Atonement. Rosh Hashana was -

~ observed at sundown Sept 10; '» ;
oty

., page 10

D See Bapt/st prayer ..

By Pat Cole
Staff Writer

BILLERICA, Mass.—New
Colony Baptist
Church has
learned that mis-
sion volunteers
can help provide
the high-touch
ministry needed
in a high-tech
world.

For about 30
years, the church

Baptist Missions in New England

center of the region’s burgeoning
computer industry.

Those efforts were enhanced
greatly by out-of-state mission vol-
unteers, said Jack
Parrott, senior
pastor of New
Colony. Since
1995, the church
has experienced a
70 percent in-
crease in atten-
dance.

These volun-
teers, many of

members and
leadership have been building rela-
tionships with the people of Billeri-
ca, Mass., a Boston suburb in the

them from Ken-
tucky, have played major roles in the
church’s annual summer camp for
children, and volunteers provided

‘Kentucky Baptists help Boston church grow

most of the labor for a new sanctu-
ary and educational space complet-
ed in 1997.

“The church is known in the
community for its summer camp
program,” Parrott said. “Part of the
reason we are known is because of
the volunteers. People here can’t get
over the fact that volunteers will
drive several hundred miles to help
with our camp and receive no pay.”

Such observations give the camp
staff an opportunity to talk about
their Christian motivation, Parrott
said. ,

That also was the case in the con-
struction of New Colony’s sanctuary.
During the six-month construction
0 See Boston church ..., page 9

BOSNIAN MISSIONS Robin Heltsley, a two- year worker to Bosnia from Greenville, gets a blood pressure check from Debra Soudder
anurse from Wilson, Wyo. A team of nurses was in Sarajevo, Bosnia, last month as part of a partnership between Woman'’s Missionary
Union and Southern Baptist personnel in Bosnia. Heltsley, a member of Hillvue Heights Baptist Church in Bowling Green, is a Journeyman
-with the International Mission Board. Related story about the nursing team on page 10. (Photo by Teresa Dickens)

Eliza Broadus Offering assists Hispanic ministry

By David Winirey
News Director

LONE OAK—L ike the farms where
the migrants they minister to work, mis-
sionaries Guillermo and Pilar Rolando
are cultivating a crop.

“Instead of waiting until all the His-
panics are here, we’re trying to estab-
lish the work so that when they start
coming there will be a place for them,”
said Mrs. Rolando.

The couple, who moved this month
to Paducah, compare this part of the
state to Springdale, Ark., where they
previously started churches and minis-
tries for Hispanic migrants.

Four years ago, few Hispanic faces
dotted the crowd, Mrs. Rolando said.

Now they’re everywhere. “They think

that this area is going to grow like that.

“Most churches wait until they have
the people here and then they say, “What
do we do now?” said Mrs. Rolando.
“Lone Oak First Baptist and the associ-

ation has the vision to do something
now because they know they will start
coming.”

‘While not in the numbers expected,
Hispanic migrants and other residents
already are in the area, working on to-
bacco farms, in Mexican restaurants and
at the labor-intensive construction and
hotel jobs.

The big harvest might be years
away, but the Rolandos already are
reaching those present with worship
services, English-language classes and
outreach events. Although they recent-
ly moved, they began working in the
area on a trial basis since June.

Their work not only represents the’

growth of Hispanic work throughout the
state, it also is among the ministries
funded this year by the Eliza Broadus
Offering for State Missions.

A special week of prayer emphasis
is being observed this week by many
Kentucky Baptist churches throughout
the state. Statewide, the goal for the of-

fering is $750,000, with a challenge
goal of $800,000.

Willis Henson, pastor of Lone Oak
First Baptist, said that after years of sup-
porting the missions offering for work
elsewhere, he’s enjoying seeing it sup-
port work in his church and association.

Henson said that without support
from the missions offering, the church
might not have been able to hire work-
ers exclusively for Hispanic ministry
work. “We’re pleased that the KBC and
the local association is helping us finan-
cially with this program.”

The size and scope of Hispanic min-
istries continues to grow, according to
Grundy Janes, ethnic language consult-
ant for the Kentucky Bapust Conven-
tion.

“Five years ago we had very, very
little, and it’s just grown as the number
of migrants has grown,” he said. The
Lexington Hispanic Coalition estimates
there are at least 35,000 Hispanics in the
Q See Broadus offering ..., page 6
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Celebrate Jesus 2000 media spots going national

By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—Mary
Lou Retton’s proud proclamation of
“Jesus Christ—the perfect 10” already
is familiar to many residents of Salt
Lake City, Atlanta and other
areas, but now her message is
going national. And local
churches, associations and
state conventions have the op-
portunity to participate.

The commercial featuring
the former Olympic gymnast

television and radio advertising
campaign scheduled for Oct. 4-

GOOD SPORT Former
Olympic gymnast Mary Lou
Retton will be featured in
Southern Baptists’ national
Celebrate Jesus 2000
campaign. Retton
proclaims Jesus Christ “the
perfect 10” in the TV
advertising spot.

24, sponsored by the Southern
Baptist North American Mission
Board. It is a key part of NAMB’s
strategy for Celebrate Jesus 2000, the
interdenominational effort to share
Christ with and pray for every person
in the nation by the end of 2000.

The campaign is expected to reach
more than half of all individuals in the
country between the ages of 18 and
54, said Toby Frost, manager of event
evangelism and chairman of NAMB’s
Celebrate Jesus 2000 task force.

The media campaign also will of-
fer the opportunity for thousands of
churches, associations and state con-
ventions to sponsor related efforts to
reach thousands of people with the

‘gospel of Christ.

“Conventional wisdom in media
promotion is that a message must be
heard or seen at least six times to get
through to the audience,” Frost said.
Explaining that he expects the nation-
al campaign to reach viewers at least
twice, “we will be depending on our
state, association and church partners
to provide an average of four expo-
sures to our message.”

Using a military analogy, Frost
said the national effort can be com-
pared to the “air war” that can only be
effective if supplemented by the

will be included in“a tidtional

“ground forces” in churches and as-
sociations.

The national advertising creates a
climate that “softens the ground” for
evangelism, he said. “But if it is not
accompanied by the Christians going
in and taking the land, the place of
media is highly overestimated.”

Local participation can include a
variety of Celebrate Jesus 2000 pro-
motional materials offered by NAMB,
including broadcast and print adver-
tising. The national spots will be
tagged with the line, “A message from
Southern Baptists.”

The campaign also will be bol-
stered by evangelistic events such as
block parties, crusades and revivals,

- along with door-to-door efforts al-

ready planned as part of Celebrate
Jesus 2000.

“Just think of the effect of church-

es putting up Celebrate Jesus 2000
yard signs and banners, as well as dis-
tributing bumper stickers for cars to
display, and CJ2000 pins for members
to wear during the campaign,” Frost
said.

The national television advertising
will be placed primarily on four cable
networks. The strategy is to target both
men and women. An emphasis on
news and sports programming was
chosen because these programs gen-
erally are more effective for advertis-
ing in which a viewer is asked to call
and make a response.

The two ads chosen for the nation-
al campaign are the Mary Lou Retton
spot and a spot based on Christ’s
promise, “Whoever drinks the water I
give him will never thirst.”

A full set of Celebrate Jesus 2000
radio spots will be placed on nation-

ally syndicated programs such as Rush
Limbaugh, Dr. Laura and Daybreak
USA. -

All of the ads will offer a national
toll-free number for callers to receive
more information about how to re-
ceive Jesus. Those calls will be field-
ed by NAMB’s Evangelism Response
Center, which allows interested call-
ers to talk with volunteer “telephone
encouragers” throughout the country.

Frost said the fall campaign offers
churches an opportunity like no other
in history. “It’s up to the churches,”
he said. “But we must not lose this
moment. After years of promotion of
Celebrate Jesus 2000, this 1s where the
rubber meets the road.”

Celebrate Jesus 2000 promotional
materials are available through Life-
Way Christian Services by calling
(800) 233-1123.

“Whoever drinks

MEDIA MESSAGE This billboard posted near dow Salt Lak City during the 1998 Southern Baptist Convention annual meeting

is part of the national Celebrate Jesus 2000 media campaign. (BP file photo by Bill Bangham)
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‘Record KBC Cooperative Program gifts top $20 million

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Kentucky Baptists’ annual gifts
through the Cooperative Program
have topped $20 million for the first
time in history.

Setting a number of records
throughout August—the final month
of the state convention’s 1998-99 fis-
cal year—total CP gifts reached
$20,336,910.

Bill Mackey, Kentucky Baptist
Convention executive director, cred-
ited the strong financial support to “the
commitment of Kentucky Baptists to
missions and evangelism in Kentucky
and beyond.” :

“Another dimension is God at
work among His people and church-
es,” Mackey said. “T hope we begin
the millennium on our knees in grati-
tude to God and seeking His vision for
the future.” =

Affirming that the record gifts are
“going to make a difference in mis-
sion causes here and around the
world,” he added, “I think people want
to support things that make a differ-
ence.”

The $20.3 million CP total exceed-
ed the 1989-99 budget goal of $19.6
million by 3.7 percent. It topped last
year’s CP gifts of more than $19.8

million by 2.2 percent.

CP giving for the year surpassed
the annual budget on Aug. 9, noted
Lowell Ashby, KBC business manag-
er. Two days later, receipts surpassed
the previous year’s total gifts. On Aug.
16, CP income topped the $20 million
mark.

Calling the financial totals “very
historic,” Ashby said, “Cooperative
Program is our bread and butter, our
mainstay.”

This year marks the third consecu-
tive year that state convention receipts
have outpaced the budget, he added.

Combining CP receipts with “re-

stricted Kentucky only” funds desig-
nated specifically for ministry in the
state, Kentucky Baptists gave a total
of $20,754,939 to state, national and
international ministry efforts. That
total includes $7,167,541 for South-
ern Baptist Convention causes,
$13,169,369 in CP funds for Ken-
tucky Baptist ministries and $418,029
in designated Kentucky only funds. -

The 1998-99 CP income also ex-
ceeds the 1999-2000 budget goal of
$20,192,239.

Mackey pointed out, however, that
“the needs far exceed the budget at
any time.” Encouraging Kentucky
Baptists to continue to strengthen their
missions giving, he said, “All that

Northern Kentucky pastor Wilder
to be KBC presidential candidate

By Trennis Henderson
Editor : =

BURLINGTON—Northern Ken-
tucky pastor Terry Wilder has an-
nounced his candidacy for the position
of Kentucky Baptist Convention presi-
dent.

Wilder, pastor of Burlington Baptist
Church, will be nominated for the one-
year term by Billy Compton,
pastor of Severns Valley
Baptist Church in Elizabeth-
town, This year’s KBC an-
nual meeting will be held
Nov. 16-17 at the Northern
Kentucky Convention Cen-
ter in Covington.

Wilder said he has been
“uarged by many friends and
colleagues to seek the presi-
dency” of the state conven-
tion. Citing a desire to “represent the
center and the best of who Kentucky
Baptists are,” Wilder added, “I want to
emphasize what we have in common
and the best of our missions heritage.”

Compton said he believes Wilder
would “represent a broad spectrum of
Kentucky Baptists, promoting our co-
operative efforts in missions and evan-
gelism without any political agenda.”

Compton added that the Northern
Kentucky area is “a strong base of Ken-
tucky Baptist work and a heavily popu-
lated area. Since we’re meeting there, [
thought it was an appropriate time to
nominate someone like Terry Wilder.”

No other candidates have publicly
indicated plans to seek the KBC presi-
dency this year. :

According to Mike Routt, former

* president of the conservative Southern
Baptists of Kentucky organization
which disbanded last summer, “I don’t

Wilder

know of anybody from a conservative
perspective who is a candidate.”

Although “I don’t see us organizing
at all,” Routt did voice concern about
“the growing influence of the Kentucky
Baptist Fellowship in our convention.”
Leaders of Southern Baptists of Ken-
tucky had called on the KBF to disband
at the same time the SBK did, an op-
tion that Fellowship officials declined
to consider.

KBF coordinator John
Lepper said his organization
is “trying to back out of the
‘political’ aspect™ of state
convention life. “We’re not
making any endorsements,”’
he added.

Compton, a former KBC
president, said he believes
Kentucky Baptists currently
are experiencing “a healthy
balance” in convention leadership and
involvement.

“Typically, Kentucky Baptists are”

pretty much centrists in their focus,” he
said. “I think we have a healthy respect
for making sure that all Kentucky Bap-
tists who want to work and be on mis-

“sion together can do so.”

Wilder, who has been pastor of Bur-
lington Baptist Church since 1992, pre-
viously was pastor of Sand Spring Bap-
tist Church and Cecilia Baptist Church.
Burlington Church gives 16 percent of
its budget through the Cooperative Pro-
gram and 4 percent to associational mis-
sions.

Wilder currently is a member of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention Execu-
tive Board and moderator of Northern
Kentucky Association. He is a gradu-
ate of Campbell University in Buies

Creek, N.C., and Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville.

Overview of KBC giving

comes in is desperately needed. It’s
just a matter of not getting the budget
out of line with the income.”

Despite the record pace in Coop-
erative Program giving, several spe-
cial offerings experienced decreases
during the past year.

Gifts to the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering for international missions
declined 1.5 percent from the previ-
ous year to $3,092,692. Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering gifts for North
American missions fell 1.1 percent to
$1,424,325 and Eliza Broadus State
Missions Offering receipts declined

7.1 percent to $745,634.

“While our missions offerings are
down, it doesn’t look like a trend,”
Mackey said. Citing significant in-
creases in each of those offerings in
past years, he said he is “not overly
concerned” about a one-year dip in
giving,

Other offerings that reported gains
during the past year are the Barkley
Moore Fathér’s Day Offering, up 14.1
percent; the Children’s Home Thanks-
giving Offering, up 4 percent; and the
Mother’s Day Hospital Charity, up 3.5
percent.

Recent Journeyman missionary joins Brotherhood staff

Dwayne Doyle, a recent Southern Baptist
Journeyman missionary to Bosnia, has been
named missions education associate for the
Kentucky Baptist Convention Brotherhood
department. :

Doyle was elected to the post Sept. 9 by the

The committee also approved four contract
positions in Brotherhood, church extension and
church music.

Doyle’s responsibilities primarily will focus on
missions education for youth and
children. He succeeds Mike Markham
who will serve as a pari-time program
assistant in the Brotherhood
department. :

Larry Martin, director of the KBC
Missions Growth Team, said Doyle “will
bring a background in missions and a
sense of call to work with youth and
young adults in missions education.”
Doyle previously has served as a staff

_consultant and camp intern with the KBC
Brotherhood department.

“The Lord has been good,” Doyle said as he
shared his personal spiritual pilgrimage. Citing
his commitment to “give my life to vocational
ministry,” he added, “I found out my heartbeat
was youth and students.”

Doyle is the son of missionary parents who
have served in Nigeria and are preparing to go
to Slovakia. “The Lord has been faithful and
consistent in calling us to be ministers,” he
noted. ,

Calling Brotherhood involvement “a big part
of missions,” Doyle said one of his goals is to
“replicate my desire for missions and see young
kids and youth come alive to missions.”

Doyle is a graduate of Mississippi College in
Clinton and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville. He has served in youth
ministry positions with churches in Kentucky,

Doyle

KBC Executive Board’s administrative committee.

Mississippi and Montana, including Westport
Baptist Church in Westport and Ridgewood
Baptist Church in Louisville.

Martin said Markham’s contract position will
involve developing materials for Kentucky
Changers ministry projects as well as assisting
with logistics related to Kentucky Changers and
World Changers.

“Mike has very strong skills in producing
written and visual materials,” Martin said. “He is
very gified in those areas.”

Markham had served since early
1998 as Brotherhood missions
education associate. He announced his
resignation from that position in July,
effective upon the election of his
SUCCESSOr.

Administrative committee members
also approved Don Davidson as a
church extension consultant, Brian
Crisman as an instrumental music
consultant and Roxanne Nanney as a
preschool/children’s music consultant. Davidson
will serve part-time as a church extension
consultant for northeastern Kentucky. Crisman
and Nanney will work 10 hours per week in their
consultant roles.

Davidson retired last year as missions
ministry director for the State Convention of
Baptists in Ohio. He is a graduate of Georgetown
College and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Crisman has served as minister of
instrumental music for Cottage Hill Baptist
Church in Mobile, Ala. A graduate of the
University of Mobile, he currently is a doctoral
student at Southern Seminary.

Nanney is minister of music and senior adults
at First Baptist Church of Brandenburg. She is a
graduate of the University of Southern
Mississippi in Hattiesburg and Southern
Seminary.
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What does APA say?

In the Aug. 31 issue of the West-
ern Recorder, a page 11 column ap-
peared titled “‘Normalizing’ In-
cest.” The writer referred to a study
published by the American Psycho-
logical Association’s Psychological
Bulletin, Vol. 124, pp. 22-53, 1998.
That article examined
psychological harm to
college. students from
having experienced
sexual abuse as chil-
dren. The article exam-
ined psychological ad-

They further state: “All abuse is
wrong, but all abuse may not be
equally harmful.” Finally, they en-
dorse a statement by the American
Psychiatric Association: “An adult
who engages in sexual activity with
a child is performing a criminal and
immoral act which never can be con-
sidered normal or socially accept-
able behavior.”

The distinctions be-
tween ‘“‘criminal,” “im-
moral” and “harmful”
are subtle, but impor-
tant nonetheless. Care
is always important

justment of both young B A PTI ST when we attempt to un-
women and young men |l =il derstand complex posi-
who had been abusedsat tions on complex is-

different ages.

It found, for in-
stance, that young men
who had sexual relations with older
women during late adolescence suf-
fered much less harm than, say, girls
who were abused by older men as
young children. The APA article
suggested the common notion that
all such “sexual abuse” is equally
harmful is simply an incorrect view.
Knowing the truth about this seems
important for therapists and any oth-
ers who are responsible for young
people’s welfare.

The author of the column ap-
peared to give credence to the words
of a “practicing clinical psychologist
in Winchester” to the effect that this
is the beginning of a “stealth cam-

paign” by APA to “normalize in-
cest”just as homosexuality was nor- -

malized some decades ago.
‘Material available via the APA
homepage since March of this year
would have comforted both the
Winchester psychologist and the
column author. At www.apa.org/re-
leases/childsexabuse, APA states:
“APA’s position is, therefore, very
clear: The sexual abuse of children
is wrong and harmful to its victims.”

FORUM

sues. But try we must.
John Birkimer
Louisville

Missions foundation

Let me shout a hearty “Amen!”
to your editorial of Sept. 7, “A call
to go, see & do: Why, how & who?”
You were absolutely on target as
you challenged Kentucky Baptists to
understand that state missions ef-
forts are part of the strong founda-
tion here at home that supports na-
tional and international missions ef-

forts.

I would only add that missions
education in the local church, for
which Kentucky Woman’s Mission-

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Western Recorder’s impact

I recently have heard several Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention staff mem-
bers express appreciation for the min-
istry of the Western Recorder, and I'd

like to echo those sentiments. The

Western Recorder is the

Lexington and Louisville. Dan Gar-
land, evangelism growth team lead-
er, reports that Western Recorder
editor Trennis Henderson has been
most helpful in planning ways the
Western Recorder can as-

primary communications
channel of the ministry of
Kentucky Baptists and does
an excellent job of keeping
Baptists informed.

Here are a few recent
examples:

B Super Saturdays
have had record atten-
dance this year. One rea-
son has been the excellent
quality and reputation of
these events. However, Vernon
Cole, our KBC church growth team
leader who coordinates Super Sat-
urdays, said he believes the record
attendance at Lexington (920) and
Owensboro (575) is due in large part
to the excellent coverage of the
Western Recorder.

B Celebrate Jesus 2000 will be a
significant outreach emphasis for
Kentucky Baptists with 32 associa-
tional crusades and plans to share a

gospel witness with every home in .
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Bill Mackey

sist with Celebrate Jesus
2000.

B The editor of the
Western Recorder serves
on the KBC Public Affairs
Committee. Already, the
paper has been most effec-
tive in informing Baptists
about legislation that will
impact the moral climate

- of the commonwealth and
the well being of her
citizens.

In personal conversation with
Trennis, I have discovered that he
has a personal commitment to evan-
gelism and missions. He also has a
special interest in partnership mis-
sions and plans to make mission
trips with teams in order to partici-
pate as well as report up-close on
missions.

Please pray for the ministry of the
Western Recorder and Trennis as he
settles into his new role as editor. I

ary Union provides training, is an-
other essential part of the foundation
we must lay here at home, and fund-
ing for such training is included in
the state missions offering.

As you pointed out, there is prob-
ably no better way to learn about
missions than through personal in-
volvement. Not only will personal
involvement give us a better under-
standing of what our missions gifts
and prayers support, but we our-
selves will be transformed in the
process. As you said so well, the
missions . ministries supported
through the Eliza Broadus Offering
for State Missions need our person-
al involvement as well as our dol-
lars.

Thanks also for including an ar-
ticle about the release of the Ken-
tucky WMU resource kit for Project
HELP: Violence. In an era of esca-
lating violence, we as Kentucky
Baptists must be a part of the solu-
tion to this problem. The resource
kit will help our churches engage
their members in a variety of activ-
ities which not only will raise aware-
ness, but help members choose pro-
active avenues of involvement.

God is in the business of trans-
forming lives. May we be “Trans-
formeéd to Go, See & Do God’s Will
in Kentucky.”

Joy Bolton

Kentucky WMU Executive Director

Louisville

understand that Trennis is an excel-
lent speaker who enjoys humor so
you might even want to invite him
to share in your church. .

This also is a good time to con-
sider the Western Recorder church
plan or have a subscription empha-
sis in your church. I believe it is in
the best interest of the Kingdom of
God for all Kentucky Baptists to
know about missions and have op-
portunities to participate.

I believe the Western Recorder is
an excellent way for Kentucky Bap-
tists to:

M Be informed about the minis-

tries of Kentucky Baptists locally .

and beyond Kentucky.

B Be inspired and encouraged by
effective models of ministry.

B Become aware of resources
that can inform and strengthen per-
sonal and congregational ministries.

B Share that there is great joy
and fulfillment in the mission of our
Lord.

M Provide a forum for the ex-
pression of viewpoints on issues that
confront and challenge Baptists.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

\

STEWARDSHIP

Keys to help
build families

and finances
By Doug Strader

The active membership of most

Kentucky Baptist churches is com-
posed of what
sociologists
refer to as the
“builders”
generation.
That is people
who are age
50 or older.
The giving
patterns  of
“builders” is different from the
“boomers,” “busters,” and “gener-
ation X’ers.” Generally speaking,
the older group is the one that gives
most of the money to our church-
es. If churches want to develop
stewardship among the younger
generations, specific planned steps
need to be taken.

Personal money management
is one of the most significant steps
related to the younger generations.
Larry Burkett is one-of the money
management gurus in America to-
day. Irecently had the privilege to
sit in a workshop where he shared
some very significant statistics
related to the average couple in
America today.

0 The average family has from
eight to 10 credit cards.

B Sixty-four percent of families
carry abalance on their credit cards
monthly.

0 The average balance is $1,900
per card.

I Americans owe $1 trillion in -
installment debt.

0 An average of $1.10 is spent
for every $1.00 earned.

I Personal bankruptcies are at
arecord level (1.4 million in June
1998).

I Ninety percent of bankrupt-
cies are due to credit card abuse.

I The average Southern Baptist
family gives 2.5 percent of their
income to the church.

0§ The average Southern Baptist
family pays 500 percent more to
interest than they give to the church
each year.

Itis evident that if churches can
equip their families with personal
money management skills, they
will not only be ministering to
them, but enabling them to give
more money to the church.

Such efforts by churches also
can help families save their mar-
riages, because the National Cred-
it Counseling Service lists money
as the primary cause of marital
conflict. :

Therefore, churches that pro-
vide personal money management
skills to their families (especially
the younger families) can help pro-
vide a way to keep families togeth-
er by lowering the stress level re-
lated to finances. At the same time,
they can help open avenues for
increased giving to the church.
Doug Strader is director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s steward-
ship department :




OPINION

Just being the mommy doesn’t
make her the best caregiver

Q: Is there any reason that a father should not be the
primary caregiver for a young child?

There doesn’t appear to be anything inherent in being a
mother that makes a female a better caregiver for a young

child. No one, male or female, is born
with excellent parenting skills. Rather, we
learn from observing our own parents
over the years, from observing other
models and by experience when we
become parents ourselves.

It'is true that females are more likely
to become the primary caregivers of
young children. Typically society’s
expectation is that girls will grow up to
be mothers and will be the ones most responsible for the care
of the children. Therefore, females develop a mindset early on
that this is a role they probably will fulfill.

Also females, more often than males, are encouraged to
take an interest in young children. (They are more likely to be
given dolls and encouraged to play with them, more often
chosen as babysitters, etc.)

Having developed the mindset of being a caregiver and
having more experience doing so, the result seems to be that
women are more comfortable in the care giving role, which
makes it easier for them to assume this role. :

But in answer to your question,-there is no reason a father
cannot do this job equally well. Being a woman doesn’t make
an individual a good parent. Experience and a desire to fulfill
this role seem to be much more important than gender. Many
men are excellent nurturers, and those who are not could
become so with some practice and the desire to do so.—
Susan Howell

FAMILY

FORUM

Q: What can | do to help my husbhand cope with increasing
physical health problems? He seems very sad and
helpless.

The spiritual needs of medically ill elders are similar to
those of healthy older people. However, the stress of physical
iliness is often chronic and irreversible. If your husband is
dealing with this kind of limitation, here are several
possibilities that may be worth exploring:

M A need for a new perspective on the meaning, purpose
and hope for life (Colossians 1:24).

B A need to see a larger picture of God’s love and comfort
(2 Corinthians 4:18, 5:7).

M A need for support in dealing with physical loss.

M A need for continuity (Isaiah 46:4).

M A need for renewed commitment to prayer, scripture
reading or other such actions.

B A need for respect and dignity (1 Corinthians 3:17).

M A need for agape love and a sense of worth, even amid
difficult circumstances. :

M A need for appropriate ways to express anger and
doubt.

B A need to sense God is on his side.

B A need to love and serve (Proverbs 11:25).

B A need to be thankful (Psalms 133:2-5).

B A need to forgive and be forgiven.

M And the hardest one for many people—a need to
prepare for death and dying.

Physically ill people need an opportunity to nurture their
relationship with God through prayer, Scripture and worship.
Your husband needs to come to terms with his limitations
and determine if he can find a way to live out the rest of his
life with some sense of value and comfort both spiritually and
emotionally.—Jon Rainbow

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell,
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat-
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net.

Drawing Jews—and others—to Jesus

Should Southern Baptists seek to share a gospel wit-
ness with Jewish friends? Certainly. Should a denom-
inational push for evangelizing Jews be promoted dur-
ing the Jewish calendar’s most holy season of the year?
Perhaps not.

Look at it this way: Would you want Jewish friends
to target your family for conversion during your Christ-
mas celebration? How about a group of Mormon mis-
sionaries using the Easter season as a calcu-
lated time to pursue potential Baptist con-
verts?

The Apostle Paul emphasized in 1 Corin-
thians 9:22 that he had made a personal com-
mitment “to become all things to all men so
that by all possible means I might save
some.” Explaining that he had become like
the weak and even like a slave, he added, “To
the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.
To those under the law I became like one
under the law ... so as to win those under the
law.”

l’iﬁ:

While Paul sought to meet people at their Trennis Henderson

point of need and understanding, he was nev-

er willing to compromise the gospel. “I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ,” he affirmed in Ro-
mans 1:16, “for it is the power of God unto salvation
to everyone who believes; to the Jew first, and also to
the Gentile.”

The latest flap over Southern Baptists seeking to
evangelize Jewish friends began innocently enough
with an announcement by Southern Baptist Interna-
tional Mission Board officials that they were releasing
anew prayer booklet to coincide with Rosh Hashana,
the Jewish New Year. The prayer guide offers sugges-
tions on how to pray for Jewish people as they seek
God during the Days of Repentance from Rosh Has-
hana on Sept. 11 through Yom Kippur on Sept. 20.

“God calls on His children to reflect His deep heart
love for His chosen people, the Jews,” explained Ran-
dy Sprinkle, director of the IMB’s prayer strategy of-
fice. “Intercessory prayer is an act of love.”

Following that announcement, however, Jewish
leaders began to respond indignantly and secular me-

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

dia reports pitted the two faiths against each other. Here
in Kentucky, a front-page article in the Sept. 10 issue
of The Courier-Journal carried the headline, “Baptists
start drive to convert Jews.” The issue quickly became
a topic of conversation in such diverse settings as talk
shows and Sunday school classes.

One problem is that the secular media didn’t quite
get it right. Southern Baptists weren’t launching an all-

out effort to convert every Jew in sight. Nor
were SBC leaders singling out Jews for spe-
cial attention at the exclusion of other evan-
* gelistic priorities.
The prayer guides specifically suggest
.. that concerned Baptists “pray each day for
Jewish individuals you know by name” The
booklets also encourage Christians to “build
authentic friendships with Jewish people”
and “love them as you would an unsaved rel-
ative.”
As could be expected, Jewish leaders took
offense at the emphasis. “We do not welcome
a campaign that singles out the Jewish peo-
ple for conversionary activities,” Rabbi Eric
Yoffie declared.

But there’s more to the story. Perhaps 75 percent of
the world’s 15 million Jews no longer practice Rabin-
nic Judaism, according to estimates by missiologist
David Bogosian. He said statistics indicate the major-
ity of ethnic Jews are secularists or atheists.

What is a proper Baptist response? Kentucky Bap-
tist pastor Robert Blackburn, who converted from Ju-
daism to Christianity, affirms the Southern Baptist call
for “friendship evangelism.” That should be accom-
plished through a lifestyle that reflects “what a Chris-
tian truly is,” Blackburn told The Courier Journal. By
contrast, he added, “Just to say we’re going to go out
and convert all the Jews in America is not a proper
way.”

And that may be the key. Christians should provide
a faithful witness to Jews and anyone else who has not
personally accepted Jesus Christ as the Messiah. But
we must be careful that our words, actions—and tim-
ing—draw people to Christ, not push them away.

Is God unjust?

- _ " has a purpose for the nation. of Israel,
the people must be held accountable

By Bruce Hardy

“What then shall we say? Is God un-
Jjust? Not at all!” (Romans 9:14)

I recently read about an act of kind-
ness that went sour. A woman was at-
tempting to put money
into expired parking
meters along a city street
in downtown Cincinnati,
thus sparing the owners
of the parked cars a tick-
et. However, her act of
kindness was discovered
by police and she was
promptly given a sum-
mons to appear in court.
This good Samaritan
faced criminal charges and was given
a hefty fine.

Needless to say, this woman’s
plight caught the attention and ire of
the community. I can just hear the la-
menters cry, “There is no such thing
as justice when an act of kindness is
punished severely and at the same
time hardened criminals are making a
mockery of the judicial system.”
Sometimes the world seems so unfair.

OF THE BIBLE

Justice is not meted out fairly.

With all the unfairess and suffer-
ing that exists in the world, one could
ask the same question of God. Is God
unjust?

Is God arbitrary? Does God rescue
some of the perishing but not all? Are
we merely puppets re-
sponding to the hand of
some divine puppeteer?
The Apostle Paul, in
writing to the Roman
Christians, poses the
question about God’s
justice. Paul is arguing
about the Hebrews’
large-scale failure to re-
spond to the gospel.

First, Paul argues
from the standpoint of God’s very
nature of mercy and compassion. Is-
rael was chosen by God not because
of any merit on its part but because of
God’s mercy. Secondly, God re-
sponds to us according to His cove-
nant faithfulness. Paul emphatically
declares that God is not unjust, but
faithful to His covenant promises.

Thirdly, Israel’s plight was effect-
ed by its own poor choices. While God

for their own deeds and misdeeds.
God does not excuse us from our own
fatal choices. Paul already had shown
in Romans 1:18-32 that humanity’s
own rebellion against its Creator had
led to its failings.

When the world seems so unjust,
when others do not get what they de-
serve and I get a double portion of
pain, remember that God is not arbi-
trarily rescuing some and allowing
others to endure affliction. God’s na-
ture is one of compassion and mercy
and love. He does not bring trouble.
God brings good gifts to all regard-
less of their earthly status.

It was Jesus who taught His disci-
ples that God makes His sun to rise
on the evil and on the good and sends
rain on the righteous and on the un-
righteous (Matthew 5:45). The heart
of the gospel story is that none of us
earns God’s love and attention. But
God’s election in
Jesus Christ is offered
to all who will re-
spond in faith.

Bruce Hardy is pastor
of Buechel Park Baptist
Church in Louisville
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Broadus offering supports
state Hispanic ministries

i 5 " Continued from page 1
1999-2000 Eliza Broadus allocations state, but Janes said the real number
won’t be known until next year’s cen-
sus.

KBC churches and associations are
working with catalytic missionaries,
like the Rolandos, in six areas: West
Kentucky, Northern Kentucky, Lexing-
ton, around Harrodsburg and Danville,
the central region including Shelbyville
north to Carrolton, and Louisville.

Already there’s need for another cat-
alytic missionary in the area between
Elizabethtown and Bowling Green, Jan-
es added.

“In the two years I've been here, it’s
amazing how much it’s grown,” Janes
said. Kentucky Baptists now have 55
Hispanic ministry points in the state, he
said.

Janes said he’s seeing an openness
to the gospel.

“We’re having baptisms and com-
mitments, and we’re having some men
who are feeling led to preach,” he said.

Leadership is a common concern for
language work, Janes noted. The Rolan-
dos agreed.

“We need to train people,” Rolando
said. “The problem is they work a lot,
and they don’t have too much time.”

But already they have found two
men and two women who want to be
discipled in order to lead Bible studies.
“That is the only way the church can
grow, multiplying through the people
sharing what they have learned,” Mrs.
Rolando said.

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary presents

The Inaugural Heritage Week

and Third Annual Pastor Appreciation Day
October 12-14, 1999

Heritage Week at The Southern Baptist Tuesday, October 12

ary-will celebrate the legacy of Adrian Rogers, Bellevue Baptist
: : Church, Cordova, Tennessee,

Seminary Worship .
Dedication of John A. Broadus Chapel

Christian Women’s Luncheon
Speaker: Mrs. Adrian (Joyce) Rogers
Hostess: Mrs. Albert (Mary) Mohler

Wednesday, October 13
Alistair Begg, Parkside Church,
Cleveland, Ohio, Seminary Worship :
Thursday, October 14
Pastor Appreciation Day

James Merritt, First Baptist Church,
Snellville, Georgia, Seminary Worship

inary while offering a

on. Pastor Appreciation
minary to say, “thank
the Lord faithfully across
part of Heritage Week and

Dr. Adrian
to the public and are free of charge. Rogers

mited for the Christian Women’s Luncheon and
Pastor Appreciation Luncheon.

_For Luncheon reservations please
call the Office of the President at

Dr. James
Merritt

1 800 626-5525. -~ Dr Alistair Pastor Appreciation Luncheon Dr. R. Albert

Mohler

Begg R. Albert Mohler, Jr.

The Southern Baptist STUDY
Theological Seminary | PRACTICE

2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, Kentucky 40280 ll EAC
1 800 626-5525 - Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu
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Prayer hot line ads aim to unseat psvchlc market

By Mary Warner
Religion News Service

MECHANICSBURG, Pa. (RNS)
—Ads offering people psychic direc-
tion about their love life or financial
future via toll calls have become sta-
ples on television, especially late at
night. Now there’s an evangelical
Christian alternative.

During breaks in “The Jerry
Springer Show” or “Judge Judy,” 30-
second TV ads tout the Mechanics-
burg, Pa.-based National Prayer Hot
Line as a “‘better alternative to the psy-
chic hot lines.”

As a stream flows through a serene
landscape on the screen, a voice says,
“The power of prayer: When you get
down to it, nothing is stronger.” A
woman talks about the time she called
the hot line. “I got a very, very nice
lady on the phone. I felt a sense of
peace come over me,” she says. “What
this woman did was put my faith and
trust in God.”

The prayer hot line is aimed direct-
ly at viewers who might take their
troubles to a psychic on the phone.

“I cannot tell you your boyfriend
is coming back,” said Linda Morrison,
co-founder, president and full-time
‘volunteer for the 2-year-old toll-free
prayer hot line. “I can tell you Who
won’t leave you.”

The hot line has been offering an
evangelical Christian brand of com-
fort and guidance for about 300 call-
ers amonth who typically are worried
about money, poor health or ailing
relationships.

“People don’t know where to turn
today,” said Morrison, who attends
Harvest Church in Silver Spring
Township, Pa. “People aren’t think-
ing about God for their hope.”

Ads for the hot line run on cable or
Fox network stations serving Harris-
burg, Pittsburgh and, recently, Wash-
ington, D.C. Ninety volunteers from
35 churches in those markets make
sure the hot line is staffed around the
clock.

Newly elected National Baptist president seen

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

TAMPA, Fla. (RNS)— William
Shaw, new president-elect of the Na-
tional Baptist Convention, USA, has
pledged to enact internal reforms in
the scandal-scarred church and said
God would create a “new day” for the
prominent African-American denom-
ination.

“The convention has come to a
point where we’ve been wrestling in
the night,” said Shaw, who has been
pastor at White Rock Baptist Church
in Philadelphia for the past 43 years.
“Our wrestling in the night has been
an effort to come to grips with our
past. ... I’'m convicted that God can
give us a new day.”

Shaw, who will be inaugurated in
January, will serve a five-year term.
He succeeds Henry Lyons, who re-
signed and went to prison in March
on charges.of grand theft and racke-
teering.

Lyons was found guilty of stealing
money intended for burned black

~$$&w¥¥ﬁnpi§;’i¥ 4

PRAYER HOT LINE Ads for the National Prayer Hot Line run on TV stations in Pennsylvania
and Washington, D.C. Ninety volunteers from 35 area churches make sure the hot line is

staffed around the clock. (RNS photo)

The effort is yet another example
of the increasing use of popular me-
dia—and its rhetoric and style—for
religious messages. Evangelical
Christians, who place particular em-
phasis on reaching people outside the
church, have been quick to use mass
media for that purpose.

The hot line volunteers, who are
recommended by their pastors, are
trained to recognize a crisis and to re-
fer any caller who appears suicidal to
another hot line staffed by counselors,
Morrison says.

What the volunteers do is pray,
using language based on Bible passag-
es and selected to fit the caller’s prob-
lem, she said.

“Our whole purpose, if we don’t
do anything else, is to love our call-
er,” Morrison said. “Many people
view Christians as unforgiving and
judgmental.”

“Many of the people that we would
like to reach see our churches as bar-
riers. ... The telephone reduces the

churches and of swindling millions
from corporations wanting to market
products to NBCUSA members.

By a margin of about 200 votes,
Shaw came out on top of a field of 11
candidates, most of whom cam-
paigned on their readiness to move
one of the nation’s largest black
church groups beyond the Lyons
scandal.

After days of aggressive cam-
paigning with delegates wearing T-
shirts and buttons declaring their can-
didates of choice, Baptists gathered in
the Ice Palace Arena and rose to their
feet to cheer on Shaw as he preached
his first sermon as their leader.

Stewart Cureton, who acted as
president for the six months since
Lyons’ resignation, said all of the can-
didates now support Shaw.

“I’m grateful for the spirit that pre-
vails here now amongst all of us,’
Shaw said. “We don’t have any ene-
my camps as we leave Tampa.”

The denomination concluded its
weeklong meeting Sept. 10.

Shaw has called for a period of

barrier,” said Paul Veney of Abundant
Life Community Church in Harris-
burg, a co-founder and vice president
of the hot line.

Veney, who occasionally fills in as
a volunteer, said “just listening” is a
crucial part of his role. Often, he said,
the callers “start out talking surface
talk” and only slowly reveal the pain-
ful reason for the calls.

A booklet mailed free to the call-
ers contains topical prayers Morrison
said are typical of ones the volunteers
pray with callers.

For people who need _]ObS for ex-
ample, one prayer asks they “be dili-
gent and fully satisfied” and their
“storehouse would be full to overflow-
mg.,Q

There’s also a dose of evangelism -

along with the prayer.
“We talk to them about salvation
and a relationship with Jesus Christ,”

Morrison said. “We tell them they -

need to get to a church where people
can put their arms around them and

fasting and prayer by church members
during the transition period and said
he plans to have an audit conducted
to determine the state of the denomi-
nation’s financial affairs.

Shaw preached his first sermon at
age 11 and was ordained at age 17. At
his Philadelphia church, he has estab-
lished community outreach programs,
including an after-school program
teaching children math and science,
and a substance abuse ministry.

He was the only candidate who
stood before delegates with his corps
of vice presidents already decided.

The Philadelphian humorously
demonstrated his confidence about
winning on the night before the elec-
tion. When E.V. Hill, another front-
runner, was introduced to speak at a
late-night service as “the next presi-
dent of the National Baptist Conven-
tion, USA,” Shaw stood up momen-
tarily. -

On Sept. 9, about 700 of Shaw’s
supporters celebrated at a hotel out-
side Tampa.

“He’s like a pool shark,” said La-

love them.”

If a caller already goes to church
regularly, “we don’t sheep-steal,” she
added, but a list of participating
churches is mailed free to those who
have no regular church.

Morrison does not identify the reg-
ular volunteers or the places where
they take calls. One volunteer — who
attends Christ Community Church in
Lower Allentown — talked about her
experience on condition she be iden-
tified only by her first name, Lynn.

-Lynn said she makes a point of
finding out if her callers are Christians
and whether they are going to a “good
Bible-preaching, salvation-teaching
church.” She said many of them are
lonely, or worried about their marriag-
es, or their own or a loved one’s ill-
ness.

“I believe God heals,” Lynn said,
and she shares that belief with her call-
ers. “God says if we have faith as
small as a mustard seed, we can move
mountains. All the answers are right
there in the Bible.”

Many people who call her are liv-
ing in “sexual immorality,” Lynn said
— and she has learned to keep pas-
sages about that issue marked in her
Bible so she can turn to them quickly
during a call.

People aren’t upset when she ad-
dresses that issue, she said, because
she is “giving them truth.”

Lynn said she has gotten as many
as eight calls in a six-hour shift,
though lately, with more volunteers
working, it has dropped to about three.
They’re limited to about 10 minutes
apiece, but they are very engrossing
for her, she said.

Veney said he hopes more church-
es will commit some of their mission
budget to the effort, which is funded
by donations. Each call costs the hot
line about $2.50 and each airing of a
hot line ad costs about $100, said Mor-
rison.

Plans call for the hot line to begin
anew series of TV ads this fall in co-
operation with several area churches.

as a reformer

Baron McAdoo Sr., pastor of Union
Baptist Church in Wilmington, Del.
“When you’re teaching pool, you
don’t just react off the first ball. He’s
very calculative, and he’s going to
make very informed decisions.”

Lawrence Hood Jr., an associate
minister at St. Paul Baptist Church in
West Chester, -Pa., said Shaw, the
former president of the Pennsylvania
Baptist State Convention, helped turn
around the financial problems of that
organization.

“He’s a very compassionate per-
son,” said Hood. “He wants to put
Christ back at the center of the con-
vention.”

During a candidates’ forum earlier
in the week, Shaw had pointed to a
convention banner and noted it includ-
ed the president and general secre-
tary’s names but did not include the
name of Jesus.

“If we gather in His name, we
ought not be ashamed to gather under
His name and his name ought to be
bigger than our names,” he said, draw-
ing cheers.

Christian women’s
magazine to cease
publication

CAROL STREAM, I1I.
(RNS)—Christianity
Today, Inc. will
discontinue publishing
Virtue magazine after its
December/January 2000
issue.

CTI president Harold
Myra said the decision
will allow the Carol
Stream, Ill.-based
company to focus on its
other evangelical
Christian publications,
including Christianity
Today, Books & Culture,
Campus Life and .
Today’s Christian
Woman.

In April 1998, CTI
acquired Virtue and
Christian Parenting
Today from Cook
Communications
Ministries of Colorado
Springs, Colo.

“Virtue had a
magnificent ministry for
many years,” Myra said
in a statement.
“However, we
discovered that Virtue’s
readership was simply
not large enough to
sustain the economics
needed to remain
viable.”

The women’s
magazine included
inspirational stories,
Bible studies and profiles
of “women of faith.”

Shaw
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| cape cod church reaches out with lemonade & gospel

_Editor’s note lee egrets dlvmg mto the ocean for dmner

" tourists flock to the windswept beaches of Cape Cod each
summer in search of the ultimate in relaxation. A sleepy
' 'Vlllage can be transformed overmght mto a busti‘mg'town of

‘With alI the attentlon placed on self—sahsfactlo W: ‘
Southem Baptist church on Cape Cod to do?

~ Through the years, church planters have tned to establlsh_v__}{
- new works on the shifting sands of New England S summer
;'paradlse Southern Baptist congregatmns have exusted I

 time in several Cape Cod con

that have included lack o

members and the lack of splrltual glftedness of the pasto'rs .

for church planting.

Illdllbb‘&, the shlﬁlng interest of

On this 21st. anmversary year of Southern Baptlsts
presence on Cape Cod, Dan Nicholas of the New England

~ Baptist newspaper explores the struggles of the only two
‘Southern Baptist congregations now open on the Gape L
Chatham Baptlst Church ahd Hope Baptlst Church in Denms .

PEACE & TRANQUILITY
Scenes like the one below
depict the Cape Cod image.

(Photo by Dan Nicholas)

SOUTH DENNIS, Mass.—Many
of the 55,000 year-round Cape Cod
residents who live near Hope Bap-
tist Church in South Dennis have
moved to the land of endless beach-

. es and fresh seafood to escape the

pressures of urban life.

Mike Beckner, who planted
Hope Baptist in September 1996 and
continues to serve as pastor, said
about half of his neighbors are retir-
ees who “picked Cape Cod, gener-
ally speaking, to be left alone.”

Residents are “intellectual, high-
powered people who have made up
their minds about how life is” and,
therefore, usually aren’t open to
evangelistic outreach, he said.

“When people are in transition
they’re more receptive” to the gos-
pel, he said, comparing the Cape
Cod ministry to his previous minis-
try as pastor of Atlantic Shore Bap-

tist Church in Virginia Beach, Va.,
where Navy families move in and
out with great frequency.

By contrast, Beckner said, when
residents of Cape Cod are confront-
ed with a biblical message of salva-
tion, “they have to decide that their
life was misspent” by not being
committed to Christ. Many of the
residents of Dennis, Harwich and
Yarmouth where Hope Baptist min-
isters “do not
want to intellectu-
ally contend with
the S truthéaisas
taught by the Bi-

ble, he said.
Many Cape
Codders whom

Beckner has met
are reluctant to
travel a few miles

Baptist Missions in New England

traffic deaths of teens on the Cape
since he moved back to the area in
1996. Beckner is praying for a se-
mester missionary or volunteer staff
member who can establish relation-
ships with teens at basketball courts,
beaches and other public places.

Beckner and his wife, Sue, are
experienced Cape Codders. She was
born and reared on the Cape, where
her parents were among the earliest
members of
Chatham Baptist
Church. Today
her parents assist
with music and
prayer at Hope
Baptist.

Beckner, who
was born in New
London,, Conn.,
graduated in 1973

to worship, but
they will drive “off Cape” to shop
in Boston, he said. !

His church meets for Sunday
morning worship in the lower level
of the Dennis Senior Center and cur-
rently has 40 attendees. The senior
center is rented for $625 a year. Half
of those attending are retired, and
the others are either young families
or singles. New Colony Baptist
Church in Billerica, Mass., is the
sponsoring congregation.

Operating out of a rented facility
one day a week has such disadvan-
tages as low visibility in the com-
munity. To combat that, Beckner
and church members are looking for
a storefront in which to conduct
weekday ministries for mid-Cape
youth who currently have nowhere
to hang out.

Attesting to the need for such a
youth ministry, Beckner said there

have been a dozen alcohol-related

from Dennis-
Yarmouth High School. Reared as the
son of a Roman Catholic mother and
a Southern Baptist father, Beckner
said he found a personal faith in Christ
in 1971, while a high school junior at-
tending a youth retreat on Cape Cod
at Craigville Beach.

The Cape Cod ministry has been
“rigorous and challenging. ... every-
thing we imagined it to be and more,”
said Beckner, who holds master’s de-
grees from both George Washington
University in Washington, D.C., and
Liberty University in Lynchburg, Va.

The Beckners decided not to pur-
sue bivocational careers that would
draw their attention away from voca-
tional ministry. Instead, they are sup-
ported entirely by contributions from
40 friends who give $50 a month.
“Even with all of the challenge, we
haven’t given up on the fact that we
know Jesus can reach these people,”
Beckner said.

In addition to preparing Sermons,
visiting church prospects and doing
the long list of tasks that any pastor
faces, Beckner, 44, has been encour-
aging the innovative ministry of two -
active church members.

Ron and Melinda Powers conduct-
ed a “lemonade ministry” this summer
at West Dennis Beach.

Powers distributed free, ice-cold
lemonade to sunbathers on hot Satur-
days and used the inevitable conver-
sations to point people to Jesus Christ.
Before his thirsty guests departed, he
gave them a Gospel of John tract and
information about the church.

Initially, Powers faced opposition
to the ministry by the Dennis Beach
and Recreation Department when the
department decided he would be vio-
lating their concession and solicitation
laws. At a conference seminar, how-
ever, Powers said he learned other-
wise. As long as the lemonade stand
does not have a sign on the public
property and he does not charge for
the beverages, he is operating within
parameters established by the First
Amendment.

The Powerses moved to Cape Cod
in January 1997 from Georgia and
consider themselves “tentmaker mis-
sionaries” who support their ministry
through full-time, paying jobs. He is
an electrical engineer, and she works
for the mortgage department of a
bank.

Last winter, the Powerses and the
Beckners tested their lemonade min-
istry on a snowy Cape Cod golf
course. A young, wild-haired snow
boarder who was given a drink pro-
claimed, “Whoa! I'm in heaven,
man!”

Powers handed the guest a Gospel
of John booklet and said, “No, but this
will tell you how to get there.”

Chatham church started with a surprising knock at the door

CHATHAM, Mass.—Growing up
in Hartford, Conn., David Otis visited
Cape Cod for weeklong family vaca-
tions

From those gatherings in Wellfleet.
and Eastham, Otis gained a love for-

the easy pace of life and beautiful
scenery on the Cape.

In 1987, he accepted the challenge
of his first full-time pastorate at
Chatham Baptist Church on the Cape.

Chatham Baptist was started 21
years ago by then-church planter Ray
Allen, who now serves as evangelism
leader for the Baptist Convention of
New England.

The church began when Allen
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knocked on the door of Bob and Eu-
nice Griffin. The Griffins are the par-
ents of Sue Beckner, whose husband,
Mike, is pastor of Hope Baptist
Church in Dennis.

To his surprise, Allen was ushered
in to the Griffins’ home and grilled
at length by a group of women who
had been praying for 10 years that a
Bible-believing church would be start-
ed in Chatham.

The church, first known as Light-
house Baptist Chapel, was started
from that cell group and was spon-
sored by First Baptist Church of Sud-
bury, Mass. Jim Wood followed Allen
as pastor. In the late 1980s, the church
consistently reached 300 in weekly
Sunday morning attendance. Otis is
the church’s third pastor.

Reared a “non-believing Episcopa-
lian,” Otis became a Christian through
the ministry of Calvary Chapel in Cos-
ta Mesa, Calif., where the Jesus move-
ment started.

After returning from Southern Cal-
ifornia to Massachusetts and graduat-
ing from Gordon-Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary in South Hamilton,
Mass., Otis said he felt God’s call to
pastoral ministry in New England. He
had not selected a denomination while
in seminary, but he had attended some
meetings sponsored by Greater Bos-

ton Baptist Association.

Otis was introduced to Chatham
Baptist through a friend who was in-
vited to speak at the church, which had
been without a pastor for two years.
After more visits by Otis and his wife,
Judy, the church invited Otis to be-
come its pastor. Now he is the long-
est-serving Southern Baptist leader on
Cape Cod.

For most of the year Chatham is a
tranquil village by the sea with a
quaint shop-lined Main Street and a
much-photographed lighthouse. Dur-
ing summer, however, life speeds up
considerably for Otis as Chatham
mushrooms from at town of 5,000 res-
idents to a small city.

Otis calls Chatham “the epitome of
a small New England town with all of
its positives and negatives.” He said
he sees “a pervasive attitude of inde-

pendence in New England that is more -

focused on Cape Cod” than in other
locations.

The independence and self-reli- -

ance of residents and tourists alike
yield special challenges for evange-
lism and church growth, he said.
Evangelism takes place when peo-
ple on the Cape “are in deep trouble”
or cannot cope with life’s difficulties.
Even then, he pointed out, most peo-
ple he meets “do not want to be de-

pendent on Jesus Christ.”

With little publicity to entice them,
30 to 40 visitors go to Chatham Bap-
tist Church each Sunday in the sum-
mer, swelling the attendance to near-
ly 100 people. The roads around town
are jammed every day, and the peace
of mind of the blue-collar church
members is challenged by the influx
of tourists. -

Otis noted the contrast he sees this
time of year between the visitors seek-
ing relaxation—some attending wor-
ship already dressed for the beach—
and the residents, who work harder in
July and August under stressful cir-
cumstances than they do the rest of the
year. He tries each summer to “keep
people plugged into” the church’s
ministries and, simultaneously, show
compassion to-harried residents.

For many years; Otis and Chatham
Baptist Church have tried to reach out
with the gospel to the homosexuals
who pervade life in Provincetown, a.
fishing village and arts community at

- the far end of Cape Cod.

“Otis has led Bible study meetings
there and has baptized two converts
from the gay-lesbian lifestyle.

“Our biggest challenge there is in
the spiritual realm,” he said. “There is
a formidable spiritual stronghold over
Provincetown.”



Boston church links growth to Kentucky Baptist help

Continued from page 1

period, a sign pointed out that volun-
teers from various states were build-
ing the structure.

“Our ability to (complete the
structure) within the short building
.season in New England was possi-
ble because of the outpouring of
volunteers,” said Parrott, a native of
Barbourville who grew up in metro-
Detroit.

Of the 160 volunteers who
worked on the building, 120 came
from Kentucky as part of Kentucky
Baptists’ mission partnership with
the Baptist Convention of New Eng-
land.

New Colony has been both a re-
cipient and provider of volunteers in
the partnership. The church’s most
recent contribution came in August
when 10 members came to Eastern
Kentucky to work at the Freeda Har-
ris Center in Lookout.

On Sundays at New Colony, an
average attendance of between 180-
190 nearly fills the 225-seat sanctu-
ary.

Yet Parrott noted that relation-
ship building is a slow, tedious pro-
cess in New England and that it took
several years to earn the trust of
community residents.

The church’s summer camp has
been regarded as top-notch, but
campers and their parents didn’t
flock immediately to the congrega-
tion for Sunday services, Parrott
said. “For the first five years, we
didn’t see fruit in the form of church
growth.”

Yet the people in the community
admired the church’s faithfulness in
providing  the
camps, he said.
“We gained cred-
ibility because
they knew we
would. do this
whether we got
anything out of it
or not.”

This summer,
approximately .

Baptist Missions in New England

different occasions, he noted.

. In addition, St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville has an ongo-
ing partnership with New Colony.

Young couples with children ac-
count for much of the growth at New
Colony. Parrott said a desire among
unchurched parents to nurture their
children spiritually has drawn many
families to the congregation.

About half of
New Colony’s
visitors locate the
church via the
congregation’s
Web site, Parrott
said. “It’s a natu-
ral thing for peo-
ple brought to this
community” by
the computer in-

140 children en-
rolled for at least one week of the
four-week summer camp. The camp
features a different emphasis each
week, including sports, creative arts,
music and vacation Bible school.
Mission volunteers help the camp
maintain a 1-to-5 student-teacher ra-
tio. Many volunteers serve for mul-
tiple years, Parrott said. Living Hope
Baptist Church in Bowling Green
has supplied camp leaders on four

dustry,
plained.

Recently, Parrott has accepted a
three-year assignment as coordina-
tor of Strategic Focus City Boston.
The effort is part of a plan by the
Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board to step-up evangelis-
tic efforts in the nation’s largest cit-
ies.

Parrott will remain as senior pas-
tor at New Colony but with many of

he ex-.

- key segment of the volunteer force.

_come to New England, we can say,

his pastoral responsibilities assigned
to other staff members. . :

In his role as strategic focus co-
ordinator, he will attempt to build a
trans-denominational coalition of
evangelical Christians who will fo-
cus resources and energy on evan-

Of the 160
volunteers who
worked on the
building, 12¢ came
from Kentucky as

gelizing Boston. ; part Pf Kem_:uc_kv
“It is a monumental opportunity | Baptists’ mission
for Southern Baptists,” Parrott said. in wi
“From what I’m discovering as I talk {)ha I'tIBIEI'Stl_"{) with
to other evangelicals, God is up to e bap .IS
something big by calling a large va- Convention of New
_riety of evangelicals together.” '| England.

Strategic Focus will include
prayer efforts for Boston, program
resources for churches and opportu-
nities for congregations to partner
with churches outside Boston.

He hopes 20,000-30,000 mission
volunteers will come to Boston to
help with Strategic Focus. He looks-
for New England Baptists’ mission
partners in Kentucky to provide a

“If Kentucky Baptists want to
‘Here are the projects that are
planned; which one do you feel God
leading you to do?’” he said. -

Dan Nicholas of the New England Bap-
tist contributed to this report.

Lakewood Baptist Church

presents :

Y2K - VYield to the King

A Week of Worship Celebration
September 19-26

Featuring Evangelist

Rick Barton

and special guests

Sunday, Sept. 19
Southern Gospel Trio

The Vocalystics

September 23
Praise Band

September 22
UK Basketball Player

Cameron Mills

September 25

v Christian Singing Artist
Marshall Kellam

i

September 21
Christian lllusionist

David Garrard

September 20 & 24
Worship Leader

Ben Kolarcik

All services begin at 6:30 p.m. at Lakewood Baptist Church,
13803 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40245
For details, call (502) 244-7740

S | 0|1 T s [ | g

at the Wyndham My

MYRTLE BEACH April 3-5

Celebration
dates and
locations
are also
available!

/L1

Beach Resort

e * 4 per room &t standard lodg-

: wa;v.phiiwaldrep.org

1—800-475-0819 |

for FREE information!

ing with $10 Early Bird Discount
‘applied: Includes: $50 regisira-
tion deposit, 3 night's lodging,
one ficket fo a special event
and all program participation.
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WMU president
Wanda Lee called
nurses “one of the
most overiooked
resources in
Southern Baptist
life.”

10

Baptist nurses carry compassion and hope into Bosnia

By Teresa Dickens
Woman’s Missionary Union

SARAJEVO, BOSNIA—In a
country torn by civil war destruc-
tion, Baptist nurses from America
said they were surprised to find
warm smiles and welcome amid
both physical and spiritual needs.

Woman’s Missionary Union is
sending volunteers into Bosnia as
part of its partnership with Southern
Baptist personnel in the country.

The partnership is the overseas
expression of Project HELP: Vio-
lence, WMU'’s social emphasis for
October 1998-September 2000.

The medical team of 12 nurses,
led by national WMU president
Wanda Lee, was in Sarajevo, Bos-
nia, Aug. 17-31. Five other volun-
teers worked in a children’s camp
July 26-Aug. 11. .

“I’ve never been in a country
devastated by war,” said Wynyard
McDonald, a registered nurse from
Live Oak, Fla. “I somehow felt that

the people would not be receptive,
but was pleasantly surprised by the
graciousness and gratefulness of the
people.

“Most of all my heart was bur-
dened for their souls,” she added.
“They have so little and need so
much. I know God sent me to touch
their lives ... and to show them His
loye: :

Lee called nurses “one of the
most overlooked resources in South-
ern Baptist life.”

“They are, by nature, nurturing
and compassionate,” she said. “Add
to that their Christian commitment
and you have a powerful source for
dispensing just what people in plac-
es like Bosnia need—someone who
can provide healing physically,
emotionally and spiritually.”

Providing that healing touch for
Bosnians, as well as Kosovo refu-
gees living in Sarajevo, was the top
priority of the team of nurses. Di-
vided into six teams, they conduct-
ed multiple health clinics, made

home visits and led nutritional and
health-related workshops. In addi-
tion, they led Bible classes with
adults and children, and shared tes-
timonies and musical/dramatic tal-
ents in -worship services. The team
saw eight professions of faith
through their ministry.

The team also distributed $5,000
worth of over-the-counter medi-
cines. Another $1,000 was given in
monetary donations by state Baptist
Nursing Fellowship chapters. The
donations were used to purchase
prescription medicines for patients
on an as-needed basis. ~- 7

The major problem during the
trip was the confiscation of the med-
icine by customs officials when the
team entered the country. The med-
icines were not released for six days.
The team operated during the first
three days of clinics with the medi-
cines and supplies they had packed
in their suitcases and others were
purchased locally.

Despite the handicap, team mem-

bers were able to meet the needs of
dozens of patients.

“It was amazing to see the work
we did without them,” said Matthew
Lee, son of Wanda Lee, and a se-
nior pre-med student at Samford
University in Birmingham. “God
used the time to strengthen us and
to teach us that He is always in con-
trol. If we can learn to rely on Him
for everything then it will all work
out for His glory and according to
His plans.”

Debra Scudder, a registered nurse
from Wilson, Wyo., noted that the
lack of common medicines and
high-tech equipment helped the
nurses get back to the “basics” of
nursing and ministry.

“Jesus didn’t need high-tech to
bring God’s love to the people almost
2,000 years ago,” she commented.
“He used whatever was at hand and
turned it into an opportunity to teach
God’s love. I too had to use whatever
was on hand and turned it into an op-
portunity to share God’s love.”

Baptist prayer guide for Jewish evangelism creates stir

Continued from page 1

American. Hebrew Congregations,
said that while “we respect the right
of Southern Baptists to hold beliefs

that are different from our own ... -

we do not welcome a campaign that
singles out the Jewish people for
conversionary activities.”

But Randy Sprinkle, director of
the SBC International Mission
Board’s prayer strategy office, in-
sisted the booklet is based in love,
not hostility or intolerance.

“Christian intercessors are people
of love,” he said. “What we’re do-
ing is not going to change the gen-
eral Jewish perception of Christians,
but the fact is that Christians will
continue, out of love, to go before
God on behalf of His chosen peo-
ple, because that’s His heart.”

A resolution adopted by messen-
gers to the 1996 Southern Baptist
Convention annual meeting called
on Southern Baptists to pray for
Jewish people to become Christians.
The resolution also directed resourc-

es toward proclaiming to Jewish

people the message that Jesus is the
Messiah.

That resolution drew national at-
tention and was denounced as intol-
erant by critics, some of whom said
efforts to evangelize Jews amount-
ed to “spiritual genocide.” -

Christians, however, have little
choice when it comes to sharing
their faith with Jews, said Don Ka-
mmerdiener, executive vice presi-
dent of the International Mission
Board.

“The Bible is clear regarding the
necessity of sharing the gospel with
Jews,” he said. “Jesus and the apos-
tles were Jews. Jesus stated clearly
that His followers were to begin
their witness to Him in Jerusalem,
the heartland of the Jews. Jesus is
the Messiah promised to the Jews,
the Savior of all who believe in Him.
He is the fulfillment of the Old Cov-
enant promises.

“The Bible is explicit in saying,
in Romans 1:16, that Jews are not

WESTERN RECORDER W SEPTEMBER 14, 1999

only included in the gospel invita-
tion, but that the gospel is to go to
the Jew first and also to the Gentile,”
Kammerdiener added. “Obedient
Christians have no choice except to
invite Jews and all other peoples to
come to faith in Christ.”

An estimated 132,000 Jews
worldwide follow Jesus as the Mes-
siah, according to 1998 statistics
from David Bogosian of the U.S.
Center for World Mission in Pasa-
dena, Calif. He puts the number of
Messianic Jews in Israel at 5,000,
with 110,000 in the United States.

The prayer guide contains 10 vi-
gnettes of Jewish life during the
Days of Awe, along with brief
sketches of Jewish populations
around the world and suggestions
about how to pray for Jewish peo-
ple as they seek God.

It isn’t the first guide to recom-

NEED
CHOIR

ROBES

It's easy now.

¢ On-Site Measurement

¢ Quantity Discount

¢ Standard and Custom
Designs Available

¢ Order now for your
Christmas performances

LiteWav.

CHRISTIAN STORES

KENTUCKY STORES: Lexington: (606)
276-3025; Louisville: (502) 491-4589;
Owensboro: (270) 685-4901

mend prayer by Southern Baptists
for another religious group. .

The board previously published
a prayer guide for Southern Baptists
to pray for Muslims to accept Jesus
as the Messiah. Such prayers for
Muslims were recommended for
Ramadan, the start of Islam’s holi-
est.period.

Guides also are being planned for
Hindus and Buddhists, IMB officials
said.

For information about the guide,

.call (800) 866-3621 or e-mail the

IMB resource center at resource.
center @imb.org.

With additional reporting by Religion
News Service

From time to time, groups
grace us with their presence at
Jonathan Creek or Cedarmore and
leave having made a huge impact
on us.

One of those groups is one I
have mentioned before, Kentucky
Campers on Mission. Campers On
Mission is a group of men and
women who travel the country,
particularly across Ken-
tucky, doing worth-
while mission projects.

One of the group’s
recent projects was our

Campers on Missions & Gracemore

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

place! A log construction, for the
first time in years the logs were
beautiful rather than black. New
screens were installed and win-
dows were repaired. The entire
interior is being updated: new
countertops in the kitchen, new
bath fixtures, new carpet. I could
go on and on, but you get the idea.
This group saw a need and tack-
led a huge project that
will benefit us and all
our guests in the years
ahead.

It is our plan to offer

Gracemore Cabin at Ce-
darmore. Many of you
have seen or stayed in
this old cabin at the end
of a shady lane at Ce-
darmore. While long on
charm and character,
Gracemore had run
down and was in great
need of repair. Along
came our Campers on Mission.
They took a look at the place, fell
in love with it and said, “We want
this to be our project.”

So a dedicated, loving, serving
group of men and women have
taken it on themselves to make a
difference in the place. They also
gave us a significant financial gift
that helped defray the cost of the
improvements.

You wouldn’t believe the dif-
ference. I couldn’t. Gracemore
doesn’t even look like the same

Rusty Ellison

Gracemore as we always
do to our weekend
guests, but also to make
it available to ministers
needing a few days away
during the week to re-
treat, relax or study.
Gracemore’s perfect for
that, and we’ll offer it at
a ‘nominal charge for
those who are in need of a “minis-
terial retreat.” '

I want to express my heartfelt
gratitude to Kentucky Campers on
Mission. I know some of you have
felt the impact of their service. I
have grown to genuinely love these
men and women, and I praise the
Lord for bringing us together as we
serve in the name of Jesus.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911




Milestones define timeline for church starts, specialist says

By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. (BP)—
The weeks after Labor Day are a
common time for launching new
churches, but milestones—not cal-
endars—should define the timeline
for new churches, according to a
church starting specialist.

David Putman said a simple ob-
servation by church-growth expert
Lyle Schaller revolutionized the
way he looked at starting churches.

“Dave, you Baptists are driven
too much by the calendar,” recalled
Putman, a recruitment development
associate for the Southern Baptist
North- American Mission Board’s
church-planting group. “Instead of
being driven by the calendar, you
need to be driven by milestones.”

Putman said that insight led him

from the pressure of self-imposed
deadlines to a process that proceeds

only after the preceding “milestone”
has been achieved.

Although the details might vary
with individual circumstances, Put-
man identified 10 primary mile-
stones that should be a part of any
strategy for a new church plant.

B Determine leadership readi-
ness. This includes assessing wheth-
er the planter has the unique gifts for
the demanding role; whether the
planter’s family is on board with the
effort; whether appropriate training
is in place; whether personal support
issues have been settled; and wheth-
er partnerships with churches and
denominational agencies are in
place.

B Build a prayer team. Individ-
uals should be enlisted who are com-
mitted to the effort spiritually, often
from among people with deep per-
sonal relationships. Team members
should be able to pass the “3 a.m.
test”—someone who would be hon-
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ored for the planter to call them at 3
a.m. and ask them to pray for him
or her.

B Understand the church-plant-
ing location and people group. “The
more you can align the startup group
with the community itself and who
you are, the more likely you are to
move along at a faster pace,” Put-
man said.

M Raise financial support. The
cost of starting a church depends on
such factors as the size of the vision,
the model for the new church and
the method for launching the
church, he said.

B Develop the planting team and
core group. Core groups can be en-
listed through partnering churches,
the community or networking
through others. The group can fur-
ther develop and coalesce through
small-group meetings, special infor-
mational sessions and fellowship
events. Putman also suggested that
church planters not always think
they have to go it alone, possibly
enlisting laymen they know to move
with them to the new-work area to
be a leadership partner. “Any time

_you can fortify yourself relationally

to accomplish your vision, do it,” he
said. g 7

B Develop a strategy. “1 do not
believe we come up with a vision,”

- Putman said. “I believe we discover

it. ... I believe we need to get God’s

‘heart, and sense His revelation for

what He wants us to do.” -
B Establish a community presence

' and evangelistic penetration. This in-

volves determining what it takes to
reach people in the chosen communi-
ty with the gospel, building a.positive
image and credibility, penetrating so-
cial and relational networks, develop-
ing a system that facilitates evange-
lism and involving others in building
disciples. “Design your church so it
all leads to the same point—where
people are having opportunities to re-
ceive Christ,” Putman added.

B Preview and launch weekly wor-
ship celebration. Because of the
stresses of planning weekly worship
services early on, Putman suggested
a monthly “preview” service that al-
lows the church to grow while allow-
ing leadership time to fine-tune the
process and not neglect follow-up
efforts.

B Develop and implement an as-
similation process. Fellowship events,
small groups, assigned tasks and re-
sponsibilities, participation in minis-
try and newcomer orientation are all
ways of drawing individuals into the
church family.

B Mobilize and multiply the body.
Atevery level, an emphasis should be
made on the principle of multiplica-
tion. Pastors should train others to do
ministry; Sunday school teachers can
birth new teachers and new classes;
and individuals should disciple new
Christians who, in turn, will later dis-
ciple others. Ultimately, the church
should be founded on the principle of

*reproducingitself through' new church

plants as quickly as possible. “Devel-
op structures that naturally multiply,”
Putman said.

By Robert Dunston

Monica Haydon, daughter of
Jessie and Betty Haydon of Spring-
field, spent two weeks in El Salva-
dor in May. She joined Kentucky
Baptist students from Cumberland
College and other Kentucky colleg-
es in creating a ministry team to

Hurricane Mitch in fall
1998.

Haydon and the oth-
ers arose at 5 each morn-

Monica Haydon on mission

help rebuild homes destroyed by

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

see the children for whom they were
building the houses. “hg

Work ceased at 2 p.m. each day
when the heat.became unbearable.
Team members returned to San
Miguel for lunch, showers and rest.
Each evening they held a worship
service for encouragement and spir-
itual refueling. _

Haydon said she has a “new ap-
preciation for the bless-
ings God has given me. I
went there and saw those
who had nowhere near

ing, dressed, went to
~ breakfast at the local mis-
sionary hospitality house
and then drove half an
hour from San Miguel to
the work site in San
Pedro.
Most of the students

what I have, but they
were happy. Instead of
wanting more and more .
and more, I need to use
what I have for the glory
of God. It was really
neat.”

Haydon further stated,

worked on the construc-
tion effort. During their first week
they poured concrete and framed.
During the second week they
roofed. When the two weeks were
completed, the team had framed
eight houses, roofed four houses
and partially finished a fifth home.

Some team members worked
primarily with the local children.
Haydon worked construction but
was befriended by a little girl named
Jennifer. Each day Jennifer arrived
with pictures she had drawn for
Haydon to see. Haydon thoroughly
enjoyed her friendship with Jenni-
fer and said it meant a great deal to

“I had never considered
foreign missions before. Now it is a
consideration. I am considering the
Journeyman program.” -

Haydon discovered that while
she was busy helping to change the
lives of people in El Salvador, God
was at work changing and challeng-
ing her life too. We know God will
continue to use her in His service.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the |

religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769
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Kentucky

You Take The Cakel
~ September is Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children Food Roundup

Every year Kentucky Baptists take the cake, the spaghetti
sauce, the peanut butter, the toothpaste and more and
give them to kids and families in need through KBHC’s
Food Roundup. Thanks to all the churches and

associations who give so freely!

: For a list of especially-needed items
or to find out where the pick-up point

o
KBHC 1-800-456-1386

Baptists

nearest you is located call

LifeWay to offer
concentrated
pastor resources

NASHVILLE (BP)—
LifeWay Christian
Resources of the
Southern Baptist
Convention has
established a new area
to offer consultative and
product resources
directed specifically to
pastors.

The “pastor section”
will include consultants
for pastors and deacons
and editorial personnel
to produce resources to
meet their needs,
according to Henry
Webb, director of
LifeWay’s pastor-staff
leadership department.

“This new
organization will allow
for greater focus on
these key leaders,”
Webb said. “The skills
and competencies
required for effective
pastors are unique to
that critical leadership
role. The pastor section
will give concentrated
effort to assisting and
standing alongside those
serving in pastoral
ministry.”
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By Jeff Huett
Associated Baptist Press

DENISON, Texas (ABP)—
‘When Ray Ridings appraised autos
as a dealer, he often noticed the car
owner had a Bible sitting on the
dash.

“I would always say to the car
owners, ‘I like your owner’s manu-
al there,”” Ridings recalled.

Now, if Ridings and his nonprofit
organization have anything to do
with it, car buyers looking into their
glove boxes for the owner’s manual
also will retrieve an “Owner’s Man-
ual for Life”—the Bible—in addi-
tion to the handbook they expect to
find.

An owner of several auto dealer-
ships during his 35 years in the in-
dustry, Ridings knows the impact
this ministry could have. And with
70 million new and used cars and
trucks sold in America every year,
he knew he could make an impact
on an “unlimited” number of peo-
ple if he could just get the Bibles in
the vehicles.

To do that, he would need the
support of car dealers. “It’s hard to
reach auto dealers through the mail
or on the phone,” Ridings said. “You
need to eye-ball them.”

So that’s what he did.

Since their original printing in
1997, Owner’s Manual for Life,
Inc., has placed its Bibles in 60 deal-
erships in Texas, two in Colorado
and one dealership each in Oklaho-
ma and Missouri. “I basically do this

by myself,” Ridings said, “so it’s a
slow process.” He estimates he has
sold 68,000 Bibles to dealers since
1997. “That’s not many, compared
to what’s available,” he said.

Dealerships are asked to pur-
chase the Bibles at $1.50 each and
place them in the glove box of each
car they sell. To Ridings, “if it
makes a difference in one out of
every 10,000 people, I'm commit-
ted because that’s what God wants
me to do right now.”

Bobby Price began placing the
New International Version New Tes-
taments in automobiles athp,{s Sulfur
Springs, Texas, Fordﬁealershlp when
the program began in 1997. He esti-
mates he has given away 7,200 Bibles
in his new, used and fleet vehicles.

“I’ve had very positive responses
from customers,” Price said. “In fact,
alady sat in the lobby yesterday study-
ing her Sunday school lesson, and she
commented what the program had
meant to her.”

The Bibles also have had an effect
on the dealership’s employees. Price
said his employees are proud to men-
tion the “Owner’s Manual” to buyers.
“We don’t make a lot of fanfare about
it, though. We just put the Bible in the
glove compartment as soon as we get
the car ready,” he said.

Price and Ridings, who have been
friends since before each got into the
car business, share their enthusiasm
for the program.

Ridings’ excitement stems from 12
years as a member of the Gideons. He
said he’s seen firsthand the difference

Car dealer touts new kind of owner’s manual

just having a copy of the Bible can
have on spreading the message about
Jesus Christ.

“The Gideons put Bibles in hotels,
hospitals and nursing homes world-
wide,” he said. “I have heard the testi-
monies from people around the world
who have read Gideon Bibles, so I fig-
ured, if they’ll read it, so will car buy-
ers.

In addition to the New Testament
text, the owner’s manuals feature sec-
tions on general Bible information,
instructions and self-help guidelines
and study guides to aid readers. The
Bibles are printed by the Internation-
al Bible Society and are bound in a
red, white and blue cover. The only
sticking point so far is organization.
Currently, the organization consists of
Ridings himself and a board of direc-
tors that adds an additional two or
three sets of hands to the ministry.

“I need to get organized and get
other people interested in the minis-
try to get it put across the country,”
Ridings said. To succeed in this, he
said, he needs to get young people in-
volved and set up a large network of
dealers in Texas and across the coun-

Financial support from a dealer
network not only would provide for
the printing cost of each Bible, but also
help provide copies of the manual to
churches, youth groups and other spe-
cial groups without charge.

For more information about the
program, contact Owner’s Manual for
Life, Box 96, Sherman, TX 75091 or-
call (903) 892-9293.

‘Thank you’ for Oneida

I would like to share part of a letter I received
last week. I wish all the mail was this complimen-
tary, but it isn’t. We are painfully aware that we
are not successful with every student. In most sit-
uations I can honestly say we have done all we
could do. There are times when we could have
done more, but we didn’t. When we fail, it is usu-
ally because we are human, and therefore, subject
to making human errors.

“My wife and I ... are the grandparents of
Michael. ... We know that you receive
countless success stories, and we would
like to add our own to that list.

“As you know, raising a child in a
Christian environment doesn’t always
guarantee that (he) will not go astray.
Such was the case with Michael. Dur-
ing 1997 Michael’s life came to a crisis
point. He was way down the wrong
road of life, and we were all beside our-
selves with worry, frustration ... anxi-
ety.

“God intervened, and we were intro-
duced to Oneida Baptist Institute. ...
Michael was enrolled as a junior and
began classes ... in August of "97.

“We all went up to the orientation and sat and
listened to you describe the mission of OBI and
how that is accomplished in the lives of boys and
girls there. You explained all the good points and
bad points and the typical sequence of events that
children and parents can expect. We found all of
that information to be very accurate as the school
year progressed. =

“We’re writing all of this to let you know that
a wonderful change, a miracle took place in his
life that school year. He became a totally differ-
ent person—for the good! When he came home
for the summer, gone were the old bad attitude

the fall term began—whether or not to return to

latter. T want you to know that after the school

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

and intolerable bad behavior ways. By his own
testimony he had grown to love Oneida, the fac-
ulty and the friends he had made there.

“During that summer he agonized over the
decision ... he was going to have to make before

OBI for his senior year, or to go to ... County High
School and graduate with his friends that he had
been in school with all of his life. He chose the

year ended, and he had graduated, he
said he wished that he had returned to
Oneida for his senior year.

“So now, Michael has enrolled in
college and ‘will be taking classes at ...
Community College while also work-
ing part-time.

“So this is our success story, one that
continues in Michael’s life and ours
because of the wonderful work that is
done at Oneida.

“Enclosed is our gift ... with a sin-
cere, ‘Thank you’ for what you do. Our
desire is that in some small way this will
help and enable some child in trouble
to attend OBI who might otherwise not
have that opportunity.”

We are grateful for this encouraging letter. We
are not normally happy to find out that a student
is not returning. While we want every student to
graduate from Oneida, we know that won’t hap-
pen. We also know that many times when a stu-
dent has gotten himself together he will decide to
finish school back home. It is very similar to a
child growing up and leaving home. You know it
is going to happen, but it is not always easy.
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

The first chapel service of Clear
Creek’s 1999-2000 academic year
featured praise and prayer. Student
body president Stan Lewis prayed
for the adjustment and Christian
growth of 48 new students.

After the campus family read the

- New Hampshire Statement of Faith
article on Scripture, three new fac-
ulty members signed the confession
of faith.

The Lord called us to
holiness as we read the
statement of faith article
on sanctification. Indi-
viduals openly confessed
wrong attitudes and
struggles. A faculty
member and a student
stood with them and
prayed for Christ’s over-

- coming power.

Approximately 150

people participated in an

walk organized by facul-

ty member Charles Rice. The group
laid hands on the administration
building and prayed for the staff.

We circled the classroom build-
ing and prayed for students and
faculty.

We sang and walked to each lo-
cation in the valley. Moore Hall was
surrounded in prayer while some
people turned toward thé surround-
ing hills, the location of Hemlock
Heights housing.

At the child development center

‘Beginning the new school year with prayer

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

evening campus prayer Bill Whlrtaker

we prayed for the vital ministry to
children and families. Individuals
lined the front of the facility to pray
for the workers.

We walked to the courtyard be-
hind the Aldridge Building and
prayed for the work of the library
and business affairs. Someone
prayed for discussions in Foxes Den
student lounge.

The group proceeded
to the softball field and
prayed for effective use
of our recreational facili-
ties, especially as a wit-
ness to campus Visitors.

Intercession was
made for the nearby med-
ical clinic and adjacent
housing areas.

We crossed the creek
bridge and gathered on
Kelly Hall lawn with
familiar constellations
overhead and a back-
ground concert of crick-
ets. Student leaders and staff offered
prayer for residents of Kelly Hall,
Holly Hill and Bear Trail.

With hands joined in a circle, we
concluded with a time of personal
surrender, desiring to be a holy peo-
ple and asking God to use us dur-
ing this year.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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New filtering device attempts to offer curse-free TV |

By David Briggs
Religion News Service

NEW ORLEANS (RNS)—Roll
over, Arnold. Put a sock in it, Bruce.

There’s anew video sheriff in town
to clean up offensive language in pop-
ular action films and television shows.

Meet Curse Free TV, a product that
hit the market a couple of months ago
and aims to let viewers take God out
of the profane world of Hollywood
and leave the divine references in the
Billy Graham special.

The little black box that separates
the sacred from the profane and seeks
to apply electronic soap to popular
videos and TV shows was one of the
hottest new products at the Christian
Booksellers Association convention
this summer. It joins a host of other
entrepreneurial products aimed at the
evangelical market and parents seek-
ing to sanitize media from computers
to movies.

Retailers huddled around demon-
stration tapes as Schwarzenegger’s
voice was muted out and the unpro-
fane phrase “Oh man” appeared on the
screen to express his character’s sur-
prise. :

The product, still untested by in-
dependent research, promises to put
language appropriate for 5-year-olds
back into “Kindergarten Cop,” allow
children to listen to “Home Alone”
alone and remove all 58 instances of
offensive language in the movie “Vol-
cano.”

The product reads the closed cap-
tioning for the hearing impaired re-
quired by the FCC of nearly all new
shows and films, and intercepts more
than 100 objectionable phrases as se-
lected by a panel of clergy before they
hit the screen, according to Randy
Gorman, spokesman for the New Or-
leans-based Curse Free TV company.

Viewers can either have the objec-

tionable language muted out, or allow
the computer to print alternative
phrases on the screen. The product

also has a setting to allow references
to God to come though unfiltered for
a Veggie Tales video or religious
broadcast.

The product is not foolproof. It
does not work with live programming
and what you see—from nudity to
gunplay—is still what you get.

The company’s own promotional
materials claim its tests show about a
95 percent accuracy rate in filtering
out offensive language. Gorman said
that should improve as closed caption-
ing becomes more sophisticated, and
there are fewer spelling errors that can
cause“wotds to,pass by unfiltered.

What the product offers, company
president Jonas Robertson said, is a
way for Christian families to watch
PG and PG-13 videos without worry-
ing about the profanity Hollywood
adds in to avoid a commermally
dreaded G rating.

Robertson, pastor of the Church of
Abundant Life in New Orleans, said
he, like other religious parents, has
kicked the television out of his home
in frustration.

“T’"ve been through it, brother,” he
said. “Now God has glven us an al-
ternative.”

Curse Free TV went on the market
in June. Gorman would not release
any sales figures, but said the compa-
ny is distributing it in Christian book-
stores and on the Internet. The sug-
gested retail price is $199.95.

There are times when watching
Curse Free TV can seem a bit disori-
enting. Because they do not want to
use words like dumb or jerk or stupid
and avoid even neutral references to
the posterior, the alternative language
doesn’t always make sense.

So a dog preparing for a painful
part of a physical exam tells Eddie
Murphy in “Dr. Doolittle” to pass
along to the vet that “my toe is great.”

For the most part, however, what
is striking in watching a demonstra-
tion of Curse Free TV is how gratu-
itous most profane and obscene refer-

ences are in feature films. An action
film without a profanity is more often
like a CD without a record player.
For example, substituting the
words “‘go away” for “‘up yours” in the
movie “Independence Day” does not
distort the meaning, Robertson said.
However, Robertson said, the device’s
most important feature is in protect-

ing religious ears from hearing God’s
name taken in vain.

If it only removed blasphemous
references to the name Jesus Christ,
Robertson said, Curse Free TV
“would be worth its money in gold.”

For more information, call (877)
662-8773 or visit the Web site,
www.cursefree.com.

By Judy Woodward Bates
Baptist Press

Palmer praised Christian publishers for
recognizing the value of publishing

“This series is primarily about God’s
healing transforming people’s lives,”

Christian fiction continues to grow in popularity amoeng readers and authors

strive to be more like Him and continue the
work that He started,” Blackstock said. “At

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. (BP)—The growing
popularity of Christian fiction, especially
spiritually based romance novels,
has led many secular bookstores
to carve out space to include
Christian genres.

This is due to an increase of
Christian book sales through
secular book stores within the past
year, according to a Baptist writer
of romance novels.

““We are seeing tremendous
growth in the market,” said
Catherine Palmer, an established secular
author who said she, like many other
writers, has found renewed success in the
Christian market.

“Many Christians who have been writing
in the secular realm are moving over to the
Christian market,” she said. The influx also
has resulted in a dramatic increase in the
quality of writing, she added.

Christian fiction, including Tyndale House,
Zondervan, Bethany and Word.

Palmer has written the “Prairie
anthology” of fiction books, the
latest of which is “Prairie
Storm.”

Set in Kansas shortly after
the Civil War, “Prairie Storm”
typifies the powerful message
of today’s Christian romances,
Palmer said. The main female
character is a bitter woman
whose abusive upbringing in a
supposedly Christian home
embltters her against God. :

In contrast, Palmer said, the main male

character is a young cowboy who knows

nothing about the Christian faith until he
attends a tent revival service and comes to
a personal relationship with Christ. The
book details the Holy Spirit's work in
bringing these differing lives into a
relationship with each other and with God.

Palmer said. “Christian romance is
basically the story of the Christian
marriage foundation.... They’re written
with the element of faith.”

the same time, | hope to write powerful
enough stories that unbelievers will be
drawn to them, as well, and find their way
to Jesus Christ.”

Terri Blackstock is another

writer who spent many yearsas a | ., (JU/d

popular secular author before
writing Christian fiction. She
credits a “spiritual awakening” for
her move into the genre. “When |
was in the secular market, | was
not walking with the Lord. | think
God just tapped some of us on
the shoulder and said, ‘Come
over here.”

Blackstock’s books have sold more
than 3.5 million copies worldwide. She
became a Christian at age 14, but only in
recent years has she dedicated her talents
specifically to writing in the Christian
market.

“I now see my role in the fiction arena
as that of challenging other Christians to

Zondervan Publishers recently
released her latest book,
“Seasons Under Heaven,” the
first of two books Blackstock has
co-authored with popular
Christian speaker Beverly LaHaye.
The book details the lives of four
women and how their love, faith
and friendship take them through
various situations in life.

Palmer said she feels rejuvenated since
she started writing books with spiritual
substance.

“I’s been so fantastic to see the way the
Lord has worked in my life. | get mail from
young women, even 13-year-olds,” Palmer
added. “They’re reading. Christian books,
books that teach values. They aren’t just
reading—they’re learning.”
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnerships with
Baptists in Poland,
Tanzania and New
England:

W Missionary Leora
Russo as she waits in
Kenya to receive a work
permit to enter Tanzania
to teach biblical
languages at the
international seminary

' there.

M Volunteer.

construction teams to
work on the Farmington
Conference Center in
Farmington, Maine.
Current needs include
shingling the roof,
clearing a nearby forest
to make room for a ball
field and repainting a
house on the property.

B Huduma House, a
ministry to women in

Tanzania in which
women learn to quilt.

M Church planter
William Galloway as he
begins a church in
Waterville, Maine.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B ALLEGRE—Mt. Tabor Church
called Loyd Nash as pastor.
B AUBURN—Auburm Church called
Steve Sansom as music minister and
Robbie McLellan as youth minister.
Gary Hughes is pastor.

Mt. Tabor Church called Kenny
Chyle as pastor.
B BARDSTOWN—New Salem
Church called Chris Holmes, a student
at Southern Seminary, as music minis-
ter. Bruce Treon is pastor.
B BELFRY—Belfry Church will cel-
ebrate its 60th anniversary Sept. 25-26.
A homecoming concert with Gold City
and The Copleys will be Sept. 25, 7:30
p.m. Homecoming worship services on
Sept. 26 will be at Belfry High School,-
Bob Norman will speak, with special
music by Lois Jane Huddleston. For
information or tickets, call (606) 353-
4645. Steve Rice is pastor. :
B CADIZ—Rock Front Church will
host revival services Sept 17-21.
Harold Greenfield will speak. Billy
Hart is pastor.
B FORT MITCHELL—Fort Mitchell
Church will host Gen. Vycheslav
Borisov, deputy chief commander of
the Soviet Union’s troops in its war with
Afghanistan, Sept. 22, 7 p.m. For infor-
mation, call (606) 331-2160. French
Harmon is pastor.
B JEFFERSONTOWN—First Church
will celebrate Men and Women'’s Day

“Sept. 19. Services will be at 8 a.m., with

speaker Lizzie Miller of New Zion
Church; 10:45 a.m. Johnnie Clark,

pastor of Burnette Avenue Church; 4
p-m., Bruce Shaw, pastor of Pleasant
View Church. Thurmond Coleman is
pastor.

B JENKINS—TFirst Church will host
revival services Sept. 19-22. Sunday
services at 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., week
night services at 7 p.m. The evangelist
will be Tony Brown of First Church
Whitesburg. Steven Mayle is pastor.
B LEXINGTON—Leon Greer, re-
cently retired pastor of Parkway
Church, is available for interims, reviv-
als or supply. Call (606) 744-2890.

B MURRAY—Terry Ellis, pastor at
First Church, resigned to accept the pas-
torate of Spring Hill Church, Mobile,
Ala. ;

B OWENSBORO—Bellevue Church
will host “Marriage Makers” Sept. 24-
25. For information, call (502) 685-
5103. Greg Faulls is pastor.

B PADUCAH—First Church called
Tony Price as music minister. Kevin
McCallon is pastor.

B SOMERSET—First Church called
Paul Chitwood as pastor. Chitwood
was pastor of First Church, Owenton
and is a student at Southern Seminary.
B RUSSELLVILLE—Grace Church
called Bobby Forshee as pastor.

B SCHOCHOH—Whippoorwill
Church called John Wise as pastor and
Butch Marshall as music minister.

"l TINY TOWN—Tiny Town Church

called Scott Hughes as pastor.
M TRENTON—Trenton Church called
Dean Anderson as pastor.

Christianshurg Baptist Church
plans bicentennial celebration

BAGDAD—Christiansburg Baptist
Church in Bagdad will celebrate its bi-
centennial with a three-day celebration
Oct. 15-17.

Doug Sturgeon, pastor since Janu-
ary, said he’s been learning the church’s
history both from minutes of meetings
and doctrinal statements from the con-
gregation.

Sturgeon said he discovered that
African-Americans were welcomed in
the early 19th century in what now is a
predominant Anglo church. “Evidently
many of them were slaves.” s

The building currently in use by the
church was built in three phases, the
pastor said. The main building was con-
structed in 1856. A second phase was
built in the 1940s and the latest section
was finished in 1994—built with the
help of members and Baptist Builders
teams.

“The original building has two front
entrances—one for the men and one for
the women—and a side entrance was
used by the African-American mem- .
bers, so obviously there’s been a lot of
changes,” he said.

The church maintains its connection
with African-American Christians by
holding joint worship services annually
with nearby Centennial Baptist Church,
Sturgeon said.

“In more recent times, the church

" has been a typical country church, with

Lo

it’s ups and downs in attendance,” Stur-
geon said. Attendance has been grow-
ing recently, he added, with an average
attendance of 85 people on Sunday
morning. The church has 185 resident
active members and 237 non-resident
members, he said.

For more information, call Sturgeon
at (502) 239-0889.

Power Team gets response in Greenshurg

GREENSBURG—A total of 200
people professed faith in Christ during
an evangelistic emphasis in Greensburg
last month that featured the Power
Team.

The Power Team is a Dallas-based
group that combines strength exhibi-
tions with testimonies of their faith in
Chist.

An average of 800 people attended
each evening of the Aug. 25-29 event,
which was held in a tent near the spon-
soring church, Bethlehem Baptist. In

addition to the 200 professions of faith,
another 186 people expressed other
types of spiritual decisions. -

“It was tremendous,” said Bethle-
hem Pastor Gary Ervin. “I’ve seen a lot
of evangelistic outreach, butI’ve never
seen anything that gets the attention of
young people like this does.”

Founded 20 years ago by John Ja-
cobs, Power Team members perform
feats such as bending steel bars, lifting
tree trunks over their heads and break-
ing blocks of concrete with their fists.

5 ~ CLASSIFIED ADS | |

SEEKING: Part-time worship
leader for Allen First Baptist Church to
lead the choir and congregation in ac-
tive praise and worship. Send resumé
to: Worship Leader, First Baptist
Church, PO Box 541, Allen, K'Y 41601.

SEEKING: WMU associate for
adults. Position requires knowledge of
‘WMU; commitment to missions edica-
tion; master’s degree. Applications will
be accepted until the position is filled.
In order to be given full consideration,
applications should be received by Oct.
15. Send resumé with references to:
Personnel Committee, Kentucky Wom-
an’s Missionary Union, PO Box
436569, Louisville, K'Y 40253.

SEEKING: Bagdad Baptist
Church has an opening for a youth min-
ister. Qualifications would include: en-
ergetic, creative and disciplined person;
experienced in creative ministry. Sem-
inary and college students welcome to
apply. Send resumé to: Bagdad Baptist
Church, c/o Carol Cox, PO Box 8,
Bagdad, K'Y 40003.

SEEKING: Florida Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home is looking for Christian
couples who have a God-given desire
to join our ministies in Jacksonville,
Tallashasse, Miami, Fort Myers and
Lakeland to offer love and guidance to
children and youth who are in our care.
These couples would live in a cottage
and supervise the young people in ev-
eryday living with support from a team
of other staff. For application, call Carl
Willis, program administrator, (941).
687-8811. You also may e-mail to
fbch400@aol.com. Why not follow
God’s leading to a rewarded ministry?

SEEKING:.Alton Baptist Church
is receiving resumés for the position of
part-time minister of music. Send re-
sumé: Attn: Pastor, 1321 Bypass N,
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342.

SEEKING: Office assistant for
Christian social service agency. Have a
real heart for ministry? Part-time Mon-
day through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. Skills needed: typing, data entry,
some knowledge of Windows 95, Mi-
crosoft Office, great phone skills and
ability to deal with clients and the pub-
lic. Interested? Call Infant Resource
Project at (502) 584-0774 and ask for
Cathy Neel.

SEEKING: Piano musician. We
are a growing church with adult and
children’s choirs. Our worship includes
contemporary and traditional music.
Approximately five hours per week;
pay is negotiable. Located in Bullitt
County, 30 miles south of Louisville
and 14 miles west of Bardstown direct-
ly across from Bemheim Forest. Con-
tact Greg Crenshaw collect, (502) 543-
8477.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/youth for First Baptist Church,
Earlington, Ky. Send resumé to: Search

.Committee, First Baptist Church, PO

Box 155, Earlington, K'Y 42410.

SEEKING: Dry Ridge Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time minister
of music. This position would consist
of 10 to 15 hours per week. Dry Ridge
is a growing church in a growing area.
If interested you may send your resumé
to: Rev. Willie Ailstock, Dry Ridge
Baptist Church, PO Box 14, Dry Ridge,
KY 41035.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter for Graefenburg Baptist.Church
(Shelby County, Ky.). Resumé should
be sent to: Personnel Committee,
Graefenburg Baptist Church, 11288
Frankfort Road, Waddy, K'Y 40076.

SEEKING: Blackjack Baptist
Church, Franklin, Ky., a rural church
with approximately 100 in Sunday
school, is prayerfully seeking a full-time
pastor. Please contact: Weston Smith,
220 Tumnertown Road, Franklin, KY
42134, (270) 586-7466.

SEEKING: Church secretary/re-
ceptionist needed for Hurstbourne Bap-
tist Church, Louisville. Full benefits,
37.5-hour work week, vacation. Expe-
rience with Microsoft Word and
PageMaker preferred. Call the church
office at (502) 426-2444 for further in-
formation or application.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church at 5610 US Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking a part-
time children and youth minister. If you
feel God calling you to this area to work
with children, send resumé to: Ms. Bry-
an, 530 Alfa Drive, Frankfort, KY
40601.

SEEKING: Fern Creek Baptist
Church is seeking a part-time minister
of youth and children, and a part-time

bookkeeper. Send resumés to: Search

Committee, Fern Creek Baptist Church,
PO Box 91146, Louisville, KY 40291.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and senior adults. Send resumé
to: Minister of Music Search Commit-
tee, Burlington Baptist Church, PO Box
48, Burlington, KY 41005. (606) 586-

6529.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and children. Minimum educa-
tion and experience required. Send re-
sumé to: Calhoun Baptist Church, PO
Box 283, Calhoun, KY 42327. Dead-
line is Sept. 30.

SEEKING: Fern Creek Baptist
Child Development Center is looking
for a teacher for the three-year-old pre-
school program. Hours are 8:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays. Requirements: College degree -
preferred, high school diploma re-
quired; experience working with pre-
school children a plus; love for children;
ability to be flexible. Benefits: Compet-
itive hourly wage; paid holidays; free
tuition for children; state-certified train-
ing provided; pleasant, positive work
environment; possibility of additional
hours, if desired. It is the goal of this
child development center to provide the
community of Fern Creek with a quali-
ty program at a reasonable cost to fam-
ilies. The center is certified by the Ken-
tucky Cabinet of Human Resources. In-
terested people should contact Debbie
Grobandt, (502) 239-0316, or send re-
sumé to: Fern Creek Baptist Child De-
velopment Center, PO Box 91146, Lou-
isville, K'Y 40291.

FOR RENT: One- or two-bed-
room apartment; adult community
(Louisville); quiet complex; bus line;
laundry facility; newly renovated. Call
(502) 449-2522.

FOR SALE: 36 solid oak padded
pews, eight feet long. $100 each. Will
sell all or separate. Contact Liberty Bap-
tist Church, Princeton, Ky., (270) 388-
7398 or 388-7878.
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Dunn wraps up

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—James
Dunn, a religious liberty advocate who
has worked the corridors of Washing-
ton power for two decades, says he
doesn’t get fired up about “In God We
Trust” on coins or “Under God” in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Instead, he says, he’s carefully
picked his battles on Capitol Hill and
around the country as the executive di-
rector of the Baptist Joint Committee on
Public Affairs.

Vouchers, school prayer and “invin-
cible ignorance” about church-state sep-
aration are the kinds of issues that get
his attention.

“There are still people who think that

when we say we want separation of

church and state ... we mean we don’t
want God in public life,” Dunn said.
“What we mean by it, on the other hand,
is that the institutions of religion and the
institutions of government are sepa-
rate.”

Sitting in his office not far from the
U.S. Capitol and the Supreme Court,
Dunn recently reflected on his role rep-
resenting Baptist groups that currently
include four African-American Baptist
denominations as well as German,
Swedish and Seventh Day Baptists.

On Sept. 1, Dunn, 67, moved from
the role of executive director of the
committee to being its chief fund-raiser
as president of the Baptist Joint Com-
mittee Foundation. He also will serve
as a visiting professor of Christianity
and public policy at Wake Forest Di-
vinity School in Winston-Salem, N.C.

In his emptying office, but still
adorned with his favorite portrait of the
crucified Jesus, Dunn said the spark of
his passion for religious freedom came
in his native Fort Worth, Texas, where
he grew up the son of a milkman.

A seminary professor teaching a

class at his Southern Baptist church
helped him as a teenager to grasp the
Baptist notion of “soul freedom,” and
Dunn never let go.

“Religion is a transaction between
you and God,” Dunn said in his Texas
drawl. “It’s personal and voluntary and
if it’s not personal and voluntary, it’s
not worth anything.”

Dunn believes some of the success-
es he’s helped the committee achieve
include legislation upholding those
kinds of religious freedoms. He points
to the Equal Access Amendment of
1984, which allows students to gather

OVER & DUNN James Dunn stands in front of the empty bookshelves in the office of the

Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs he is vacating after 20 years of lobbying in
Washington on behalf of religious liberty. Dunn has been an ardent advocate of a high
wall of separation between church and state. (RNS photo by Carl Bower)

for prayer before and after the school
day and was upheld by the U.S. Su-
preme Court in 1990.

“That proves that the school is not
required to rule out all religions, that
public schools are not religion-free
zones,” he said.

One of Dunn’s most visible battles
was with the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, which was once represented by the
committee but chose to defund the
group in 1991.

His friends marvel at how Dunn
managed to handle what turned into a
major controversy in the Southern Bap-
tist Convention, which was in the midst
of ideological battles between moder-
ates and conservatives.

“I think he handled it in a remark-
ably mature way,” said Grady Cothen,
retired president of the SBC Sunday
School Board. “Attempts at defunding
had been under way for a number of
years, principally because he refused to
take instructions from the fundamental-
ists who had taken over the SBC.”

One of the issues at the time was the
desire on the part of conservatives to
ascertain the Baptist Joint Committee’s
stance on abortion.

Richard Land, the Southern Baptist
leader who now has the responsibilities
Dunn once had, said Dunn never re-
sponded to requests from SBC leaders
to detail the group’s stand.

“He refused to answer it, which is
one reason why I have his assignment
and his money allocation and he
doesn’t,” said Land, president of the

Dunn earns ABP recognition

SBC Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission.

Jimmy Allen, former SBC president
and chaplain in Big Canoe, Ga., said
control, not abortion, was the bottom-
line issue in the dispute.

“I think the losing of the funding
from the SBC was an inevitable direc-
tion for the Southern Baptist leader-
ship,” said Allen, who was president of
the largest Protestant denomination in
the late 1970s before more conservative
leadership took over. “They were look-
ing for any occasion and an unsent let-
ter is as good an occasion as they could
find.”

The committee lost 51 percent of its
budget, Dunn said, preventing some
staff members from cashing paychecks
for a time.

Dunn, who no longer describes him-
self as a Southern Baptist, said that since
that time, the committee has been sup-
ported by individual Southern Baptist
churches and state Baptist conventions
in addition to other Baptist groups.

“We really haven’t skipped a beat,”
said Aidsand Wright-Riggins, chairman
of the board of the committee.
“Through his leadership we’ve been
able to recoup the losses that were made
from the withdrawal of the Southemn

Baptist Convention and moved even

farther along the journey.”

Despite his troubles with Southern
Baptist leaders, Dunn is credited with
success in building bridges with a vari-
ety of groups, Baptist and otherwise.

Barry Lynn, executive director of
Ameticans United for Separation of
Church and State, called Dunn “as
skilled a practitioner as anybody in
town” at bringing together disparate re-
ligious groups for a particular cause.

Dunn’s favorite example of “single-
issue coalitions” is the Religious Free-
dom Restoration Act, known as RFRA,
which sought to restrict governments
from interfering with religious practice.

“There’s no one beyond the pale,”
he said. “On the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act, we had Tim and Bev-
erly LaHaye and we had the Christian
Coalition and we had the Mormon
Church.” '

Now, he and a variegated coalition
are working to enact the Religious Lib-
erty Protection Act because the U.S.
Supreme Court struck down RFRA and

ruled Congress overstepped its powers

20 years defending church-state wall |

Vintage ‘Dunn-isms’

in enacting it.

“Those coalitions change like those
doodads in a kaleidoscope,” he said.
“The way to be politically effective is
to muster the master list of everybody
who agrees on that particular issue.”

After 20 years, Dunn said the con-
troversy that’s come with his position
became a fact of life.

“I speak to Baptists about the Bap-
tist role internally and externally and
because I do that, it is controversial,”
he said. “Controversy is an inevitable
corollary or by-product of taking any
kind of clear and firm position in our
pluralistic culture.”
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TEMPERANCE LEAGUE OF KENTUCKY

i\ '_x!“ J} C ‘ﬁ;( Fat Qe
Elﬂ:}é’i@p 3 L&LLC;A,{FJ. Aﬂr

From its inception, the purpose of the Temperance League has been to provide a spiritual
ministry by extending the work of the church in concern for the total welfare of mankind, and
by urging Christian action on moral issues, with special emphasis on correcting the problems
caused by the use of alcohol as a beverage.

The Truth about Alcohol

# In 1998, there were 15,936 people killed in alcohol-related crashes.
® In 1998, 38.4 percent of the total traffic fatalities were alcohol
related.
 In 1997, there were 16,189 people killed in alcohol-related crashes.
# In 1997, 38.6 percent of the total traffic fatalities were alcohol-
- related. (National Highway Transportation Safety Administration
Fatal Analysis Reporting System, 1999) ’
# In the past decade, four times as many Americans died in drunk-
driving crashes as were killed in the Vietnam War. (NHTSA, 1995)

The Truth about Gambling
Myth: Gambling is a painless source of new revenue.
Fact: Gambling is regressive; the poor are the hardest hit.

- Myth: Gambling will stzmulate business growth.
Fact Gambhng revenue is generated at the expense of other businesses.

- What can one person do?

# Get the facts.

# Share the facts.

# Contact your legislators.
® Register and vote.

Temperance League of Kentucky
2722 Crittenden Drive
Louisville, KY 40209
Phone: (502) 635-0002; Fax: (502) 635-1008
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