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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR · CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Conte~porary worship growing in state 
By Pat Cole . 
Staff Writer 

A .decade ago, Brad Johnson be­
gan looking for Kentucky Baptist 
churches with contemporary worship 
styles. 

His search came up void. He then 
sought out models in other denomi­
nations and in other states to fashion a 
contemporary worship style at Living 
Hope Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green. 

If Johnson, pastor of Living Hope 
Church, renewed hi& quest today, his 
findings would be significantly differ­
ent. 

Today numerous Kentucky Baptist 
churches have either been started with 
contemporary-style worship or estab­
lished congregations have instituted a 
contemporary worship service, said 
Vernon Cole, church growth team 
leader for the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. 

Diverse worship styles have long 
been part of Kentucky Baptist life, but 
contemporary-style worship is a trend 
of the '90s in Kentucky, Cole said. 
"It's reflective of the hunger to reach 
young adults." 

In fact, that trend has even made 
• its way to the oldest and one of the 
most venerable congregations in Ken­
tucky, Severns Valley Baptist Church 

in Elizabehtown. 
Severns Valley now offers a con­

temporary service, a traditional ser­
vice and a blended service that com­
bines both traditional and contempo-
rary elements. . 

Contemporary worship typically is 
marked by praise songs with words 
projected on a screen, drama that ii- . 
lustrates the worship theme and ser­
mons that are practical and to the 
point. 

A praise band with guitars, drums 
and a synthesizer often replaces the pi­
ano, organ and choir. Visual presen­
tations generated from video and com­
puter software are common features. 

Johnson said his congregation 
made these worship innovations in 
order to reach more people with the 
gospel. 

"I asked who is leading the most 
people to Christ in America," Johnson 
recalled. He found that Saddleback 
Valley Community Church, a South­
ern Baptist congregation in Southern 
California, Willow Creek Communi­
ty · Church in suburban Chicago and 
Southeast Christian Church in Louis­
ville were the leaders. 

Johnson studied these congrega­
tions and borrowed elements of their 
worship philosophies he thought 
would work at Living Hope. "We tried 
to adapt (their methods) in a South 

,; f loyd .. flood ·101'10111(.;Up ,, 

•• Southern Baptist relief efforts continue among victims of Hurricane Floyd's 
torrential flooding in several East Coast states. By /;lte last week, 80 Kentucky 
Baptfst volunteers had helped with c/eap-up efforts.,and;f1.adprepared more, 
than 50, ooo meats at a feeding site in Wilson, N.C. TM1<entuckians had removed\ 
fallen trees and cleaned mud and other d~bris from 11 homes, according'to • . 
Larry Koch, Brotherhood associate fo1;,the KentuckyBaptist Convention. The 
vouqteers. have ~4 similar/obs pendingJn the 'Iii/son areaa,rfd expect to till . 
mMr-more requests, ,Koct, said. He'.anticipates teedingoperatio{lswill continue 
tor another two to three weeks. Southerii:Baptists iire staffing 14 feeding sites 
in four states. Saptist volunteers both prepare meals to be.delivered by(he_Re'il 
Cross and serve iridMdua/s\who come'. to . their feeding sites. "It gives ·usan 

,, opportunity tp s~ them and lei them know.thelord-1oves,thcm,PKoch sajd5 
■ Above: U.S. Hig/lway 74 west ()f Wilmington, N.c.·; -was·one of hundreds of 
roads. . made nearly impassable' by nu.rricane:induced flooding. ■ Right: • 
So~the(n Baptist disaster relietwprker~ Pon Ph/1/Jp~ (leff) an<! R,D, Fortenberry 
prepare meals at a,disastetretief operitioh set up ~tFirstBaptist ChurchCof .. ,, 
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Central Kentucky context," he ex-
plained. , 

Johnson's church offers three Sun­
day morning worship services and all 
three are contemporary in style. Dur­
ing the past nine years, worship atten­
dance has grown from about 400 to 
more than 1,900. 

At Severns Valley, the church ' s 
three distinct worship styles evolved 
from two services that were blended 
in style. ._. ,. 

"As we evaluated the music and 
interests people had, we decided we 
were large enough to give alterna­
tives," said Billy Compton, pastor of 
Severns Valley, 

On a typical Sunday, the tradition­
al 11 a.m. service remains the most 
popular with about 500 people in at­
tendance, Compton said. The other 
700 who attend worship at Severns 
Valley are about evenly divided be­
tween the contemporary service and 
the blended service. 

Compton preaches the same sennon 
at all three services. While the style of 
worship varies, each of the services 
stays focused on the same theme. 

The church is also careful not to 
place all its creative energies in the 
contemporary and blended services 
and ignore the traditional service, 
Compton said. 
o See Contemporary worship ... , page 9 
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SBC faith statement faces study, possible revision 
• BF&M 'not creedal,' 

emphasized Hobbs, 
leader of '63 study 

In a series of articles 
published in 1993 
marking the 30th 

anniversary of the 1963 
"Baptist Faith and 

Message" statement, 
former Southern Baptist 

Convention-President 
Hershel Hobbs 

emphasized the BF&M is 
not creedal. "Southern 

Baptists have always 
been a non-creedal 
people," he wrote. 

Citing the importance of 
the statement's 

preamble, he added, "If 
we ignore the preamble, 
we do not need to get a 

creed. We will already 
have one." 

He said the 1963 
• statement, drawing from 

the 1925 version, 
declares that "the soul 
authority for faith and 

practice among Baptists 
is the Scriptures of the 

Old and New 
Testaments. Confessions 

are only guides in 
interpretation, having no 

authority over the 
conscience." 

By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

What does the future hold for South­
ern Baptists' historic "Baptist Faith and 
Me~5age" document? The answer to 
that question will unfold in the coming 
months as a "blue ribbon committee" 
appointed by Southern 
Baptist Convention 
President Paige Patter­
son goes about its work. 

The committee, au­
thorized in June by SBC 
messengers, was as- • 
signed the task of re­
viewing the Baptist 
Faith and Message 
"with the responsibility • 
to report and bring any 
recommendations to 
this meeting next June 
in Orlando." 

The BF&M, origi­
nally adopted in 1925, 
was revised in 1963, re­
ducing the number of 
articles from 25 to 17. 
The only change to the 
1963 statement came last year when 
SBC messengers adopted an amend­
ment on the family. Historically es­
chewing creeds, Southern Baptists re­
gard the BF&M as a general statement 
of basic Baptist beliefs. 

Patterson announced the appoint­
ment of the BF&M study committee 
last month, naming three-time SBC 
president Adrian Rogers to head the 
15-member committee. 

The committee includes two former 
SBC presidents, two seminary presi­
dents, the head of the SBC Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission and the 
wife of the SBC Annuity Board presi­
dent. It also includes the individual who 
made the motion to study the document. 

The make-up of the committee is 
significantly different from one appoint­
ed by SBC President Herschel Hobbs 
in 1962. Hobbs appointed the presidents 
of each state convention to the commit-

2 WESTERN RECORDER ■ SEPTEMBER 28, 1999 

tee which presented its report in 1963. 
"What we had then was a serious 

group of leaders who were all the pres-· 
idents of the state conventions," recalled 
Wayne Ward, a theological advisor to 
the 1963 committee. Ward, a retired 
professor of theology at Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville, 

said Hobbs viewed that 
appointment process as 
the most effective way 
to "have a representa­
tive committee." 

"You didn't have a 
hand~picked committee 
like this one is," Ward 
added. 

Others see the cur­
rent committee as rep­
resentative. "I think you 
see a very good repre­
sentation of current 
Southern Baptist lead­
ers and pastors .and oth­
ers," said committee 
member Al Mohler, 
president of Southern 
Seminary. "I believe the 
vast mainstream multi­

tude of Southern Baptists will be very 
pleased with any recommendations 
which may come from this committee." 

When he announced the committee 
appointments, Patterson said he did "not 
anticipate even beginning to approxi­
mate a rewrite" of the faith statement. 

"Most folks feel, 'If it ain't broke, 
don't fix it,"' Patterson said. 

While describing the BF&M as an 
"undeniably fabulous statement," he 
added that the committee will be "free 
to proceed with whatever recommenda­
tions they wish to make." 

Rogers, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church in Cordova, Tenn., said he 
hopes the document will be given a 
thorough study with one of two options 
as the end result: "That it be left exactly 
as it is, which would be wonderful if we 
agree to that premise" or that it be "clar­
ified and strengthened." 

While affirming that he is "happy 

with it the way it is," Rogers added, "I 
don't think there is anything that can't 
be improved with study." 

From a historic perspective, the 1963 
preamble states that the committee 
closely followed the 1925 statement. It 
adds, however, that "this generation of 
Southern Baptists is in historic succes­
sion of intent and purpose as it endeav­
ors to state for its time and theological 
climate those articles of the Christian 
faith which are most surely held among, 
us.'' 

That time has come again, accord­
ing to Mohler. The pattern of address­
ing the statement.in 1925, 1963 and 
1999 "demonstrates thatforevery gen­
eration there is an oppo~nity and a re­
sponsibility to revisit the confession of 
faith and make sure that it does express 
those truths definitely held among us." 

The most dramatic denominational 
change since the BF&M' s last revision 
is the SBC's conservative shift during 
the past two decades. 

"Without doubt, the conservative 
recovery of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention has prompted some questions," 
Mohler said, "but I would remind us that 
during the controversy, it was the con­
servatives who pressed for the Baptist 
Faith and Message to be understood as 
a parameter document of belief for 
those who teach." He said the call to 
study the document "does not come out 
of conservative dissatisfaction with the 
Baptist Faith and Message." 

T.C. Pinckney, a conservative Bap­
tist leader from Virginia, made the mo­
tion to study the BF&M. As a member 
of the study committee, he said he 
"would anticip_;ite a relatively small 
number of word changes that, from my 
standpoint, would tighten up the Bap-. 
tist Faith and Message where iLneeds 
it." 

As an example, he cited the docu­
ment's first article that says the Bible 
"is the record of God's revelation of 
Himself to man." 

"To me, that's somewhat loose 
wording and is open to a variety of in-

terpretations, some of which would be 
unfortunate," said Pinckney, editor of 
Virginia's conservative Baptist Banner. 
"I would think a better wording might 
be, 'The Bible is God's written revela­
tion of Himself to man.' The words 'the 
record' are open to a variety of inter­
pretations that can be used to substanti­
ate the view that the Bible is not infalli­
ble." 

Concerning the issue of infallibility 
of Scripture, he added, "In accord with 
the conservative resurgence of the last 
20 years . . . the words infallible and iner­
rant should.be included." 

Rogers said he expects the.commit­
tee's work to be done "inside the cradle 
of respect that we have for an inerrant 
Bible." 

"I don't think it is necessary to in­
clude the word inerrancy in the state­
ment," he added, "but in fairness, I 
would not rule it out." 

Mohler said he believes "it is rea­
sonable to expect that in 1999 we should 
ask some questions about whether or not 
we learned anything in the last 20 years 
which should be reflected in our con­
fession of faith." 

While he believes the wording of the 
1963 statement already affirms inerran­
cy, Mohler said one question that does 
remain is: "Could it be said more clear­
ly?" 

Another potential issue awaiting the 
committee is the current denomination­
al debate over Calvinism. Mohler, a 
high-profile Calvinist in Baptist life, 
appears to represent a minority view on 
the 15-member committee. 

Mohler insists, however, that he "is 
not pressing a Calvinist agenda" and 
will not do so during committee pro-· 
ceedings. 

"My agenda is biblical truth," he 
said. "I don't think when you look at 
the committee that you ' ve got either a 
Calvinist or an anti-Calvinist agenda. 
There is no personal agenda behind 
thi " s. 
With additional reporting by Michael 
Clingenpeel and Lonnie Wilkey 



Mercer County 
voters reject 
alcohol sales 

HARRODSBURG-Voters in 
Mercer County last week over­
whelmingly rejected an effort to le­
galize alcohol sales in the Central 
Kentucky county. 

According to unofficial results, 
alcohol sales were opposed by 
5,198 voters and favored by 2,923. 

A coalition of churches, which 
included every Baptist church in 
the county, led the effort to defeat 
legalizing alcohol sales, said 
Claude Witt, executive director of 
the Temperance League of Ken­
tucky. 

The effort to legalize alcohol 
sales was financed by Harrodsburg 
native Ralph Anderson, a success­
ful Cincinnati businessman. He 
reportedly spent more than 
$65,000 of his own money in the 
referendum. 

The proposal had the support of 
some Harrodsburg business inter­
ests, particularly those with strong 
ties to the county's tourism n:idus_-
try. • 

"I am very pleased with the 
roughly 2-1 margin," said dry forc­
es leader Bob ·DeFoor, pastor of 
Harrodsburg Baptist Church. "I am 
grateful for what I believe is the 
blessing of God and the unity of 
the people." . _ .. 

The proposal would have per-· 
mitted the establishment of pack­
age liquor stores in the county, beer 
sales in grocery stores and restau­
rants and wine sales in some res­
taurants. 

Those favoring the proposal 
argued that legal alcohol sales 
would strengthen the economy and 
boost the county's tourism indus­
try. 

Witt and Defoor said the dry 
forces countered those arguments 
by emphasizing that the county al­
ready has a thriving tourism indus­
try and a 2 percent unemployment 
rate. • 

Among the county's major 
tourist attractions are Shaker Vil­
lage and Beaumont Inn. "I think 
people come to Mercer County 
because of the attractions," DeFoor 
said. "I'm not sure anybody is go­
ing to drive over here from I-75 to 
get a drink" 

The anti-liquor forces warned · 
that the social cost of legalizing 
alcohol sales-would be high. 

"People did not want to take a 
chance on the increased drunken 
driving that would come about and 
the increased sales to minors that 
would come about," Witt noted. 

He said "great leadership in 
Mercer County" and an effective 
organization contributed to the dry 
forces' victory. He said the oppo­
nents of legalized alcohol sales 
spent "less than $30,000" in their 
campaign: 

Among Kentucky's 120 coun­
ties, only 30 permit the legal sale 
of alcohol. Anothe{ 15 counties 
contain municipalities that have 
opted to legalize alcohol sales 
within the city limits. • 

KENTUCKY 
Youth seek revival at Jesus 2000 rallies 
By Brenda Smith 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Hundreds .of youth are gathering . 
across Kentucky to worship Christ and 
share their faith at a series of regional 
Celebrate Jesus 2000 youth rallies. Doz­
ens of youth also have accepted Christ 
as their Savior at the events. 

During the Sept. 13-15 regional ral­
ly in Frankfort attendance reached 889 
while on the same nights crowds 
reached 800 in Henderson. Four.hun­
dred gathered in Somerset on Sept. 18. 
Four more rallies are scheduled during 
October and November. 

The rallies represent the third year 
of Celebrate Jesus 2000, a four-year 
effort to pray for and share Jesus Christ 
with everyone in North America by the 
year 2000. Using the Celebrate Jesus 
2000 strategy, participants have high­
lighted one of four principles each year 
since 1997-prayer, personal witness, 
proclamation and preservation. The ral­
lies are focusing on the third-year goal 
of proclaiming the gospel through con­
temporary praise and worship music, 
drama and youth communicators. 

"The purpose of the events is for 
Christians to bring their lost friends to 
hear a message about Christ," said Ran­
dy Record, youth evangelism associate 
for the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

A straightforward presentation of.the 
gospel is exactly what many youth are 
looking for, according to Andy Mc-: 
Donald, minister of students at Zion 
Baptist Church in Henderson. Mc­
Donald served as regional captain for 
the rally in Henderson. 

.In a confusing world with few clear 

boundaries and little meaningful direc­
tion from adults, kids want more out of 
youth ministry than an evening of 
games with a little talk about Jesus at 
the end, McDonald explained. 

'.'Kids are saying they want more 
meat and potatoes," he noted. 'They are 
saying 'Tell me the truth about Jesus. 
Tell me the truth about who I am." ' . 

Youth appear ready to respond to the 
truth when presented. At the Frankfort 
rally 51 teens made first-time decisions 
to follow Jesus; in Henderson 26 youth 
accepted Christ, and four responded at 
the Somerset rally. 

"So many people have said they 
have had dreams of a big youth revival 
spreading over Kentucky," said Erin 
Porter, a 15-year-old member of Zion 
Baptist Church. Seeking to help fuel 
such a revival, Porter and other teens 
enthusiastically pursued the task of 
inviting friends to attend the rally. 

"We had these little flyers that we 
could pass out to our friends at school 
and stuff. Some people stuck signs on 
their backs and wore them around 
school," explained Porter. 'We got pret­
ty creative." 

Youth also were heavily involved in 
planning and presenting the event At 
the north central regional rally in Frank­
fort, youth ran the sound and light 
boards, served as ushers and even as­
sisted adults in counseling other youth. 

'This event was part of preparing 
them to lead in ministry," said Rick 
Long, minister of youth and evangelism 
at Crestwood Baptist Church in Frank-, 
fort and regional captain for the event. 
'This helped some discover their spiri­
tual gifts." 

The rallies also are serving as a 
springboard for starting First Priority, a 
youth evangelism strategy that equips 
students to lead their peers to Christ. 
Record's goal is to have First Priority 
groups in every school in Kentucky 
within the next several years. Youth had 
the opportunity to sign up as First Pri­
ority "campus missionaries" during the 
decision time that closed each service. 

Attention will now turn to discipling 
those who accepted Christ as.a result of 
the rallies. Youth who made a decision 
to follow or· rededicate their lives to 
Christ were asked to fill out a decision 
card that will be passed along to region­
al captains, a staff member of the church 
that invited the youth and the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. • 

"We want to make sure those who 
make. decisions are brought into the 
youth ministry of a local church for dis­
cipleship," explained Record. 

Four more rallies are scheduled in 
the next two months, including: 
■ Mountain Arts Center in Preston­

burg on Oct. 9 at 7 p.m., featuring guest 
speaker Rob Turner and the Christian 
band Sumthin' Real. • 
■ Regional Events Center in Mur­

ray on Nov. 6 at 6 p.m., featuring Dave 
Edwards and David Bell and the Band. 
■ Cumberland College in Williams­

burg on Nov. 19-20 at 8 p.m., featuring 
Ken Freeman and NewSong. 
■ Highview Baptist Church in Lou­

isville on Nov. 20_ at 7 p.m; featuring 
RV.Brown. 
.. For additional information about the 

rallies, contact the KBC evangelism 
growth team at (502) 254-4737 or toll­
free in Kentucky at (888) 254-5722. 
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Learning to let our children go 
By Dale Hanson Bourke 

. Some days I simply take a differ­
ent route home from work in order 
to avoid the site. Some days I breeze 
through the intersection without a 
pause. ' 

l:sut at least once a -week I am 

Every day he drives the car, I 
worry. I know he doesn't speed. His 
friends call him "Grandpa" because 
he so faithfully observes the speed 
limit. He takes every sign literally 
and has memorized every law. He 
is easygoing and patient, not in­
clined to honk or lose his temper. 

forced to confront it. The 
light turns red and there I 
am, sitting next to a shrine 
surrounding a light pole. 

COMMENTARY 
I try to teach him to drive 

defensively, to look out for 
• erratic drivers, to observe 

signs ·of drunkenness . I 
have told him to get out of 
the way of speeders and al­
low anxious drivers to pass 
him easily. 

I have done everything 
humanly possible, but I 
cannot keep liim safe. This 
is the most horrifying truth 
of motherhood. 

A flower holder is tied 
to the post with fraying 
string. A whiskey barrel 
grows fresh flowers in the 
summer and contains wilt­
ed and drying ·ones in the 
winter. Sometimes notes 
or fresh flowe-rs appear, 
and then I wonder if 
this commemorates what 
should have been a birth­

Dale Hanson Bourke When I stop near that 

day or some other happy occasion. 
The street comer is a memorial 

to a 17-year-old boy who died on the 
spot two summers ago. 

He was stopped at the light, driv­
ing home frotn a summer job, when 
a speeding dump truck hit another 

• car and then his, turning over with 
its load on the unsuspecting young 
passenger. 

I read every detail of the tragic 
account when it happened. He was 
a great student, a terrific kid. He was 
doing nothing wrong when he was 
killed on a beautiful summer day 

· just blocks from home. • 
I i'magine that he had the radio 

on, listening to a favorite song, plan­
ning his summer evening. I hope he 
didn't even see the truck coming. 

I wonder how his mother goes on 
living. 

My own son will be 17 next sum­
mer. He has his driver's license riow 
and is a careful, disciplined driver. 
But that's not enough. Driving a car 
has opened up another universe of 
dangers and fears. 

shrine I think of the boy, but 
I think mostly of his mother: Does she 
still cry herself to sleep every night or 
has she exhausted a lifetime supply of 
tears? Does she wish she hadn't told 
her son to hurry home that day or 
wonder why she .hadn't driven him 
herself? 

Does she go on for her other chil­
dren or was he her only child? 

I pray for her, even though I have 
no idea who she is. I pray she has 
somehow found some peace. I pray 
she does not awaken every morning 
reliving that horrible day. 

And I pray that I can trust God a 
little more with my own children. 

In the aftermath of the Columbine 
shootings, I worry every morning as I 
pack them off to school. After the re-

New youth initiative offers hope 
Randy Record began work Sept. 

1 with the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention staff with the primary re­
sponsibility of introducing First Pri­
ority clubs to middle school and 
high school campuses in 
the state. These clubs will 
be student-initiated and 
student-led. Teachers and 
local youth leaders will 
serve as sponsors and 
coaches. The clubs will be 
interdenominational. 

First Priority clubs are 
evangelistic strategies to 
reach youth for ChrisL . 
Students are given an op- 8111 Mackey 
portu'nity to lead seeker-
friendly events and share their faith. 
Assimilation is important and will 
be coordinated through local youth 
leaders. 

The strategy will work hand-in­
hand with other Christian organiza­
tions. The strategy will be imple­
mented through a local network of 
youth leaders, school administrators 
and teachers. A local group will pro­
vide coordination. 

Local groups interested in learning 

more about First Priority should ·con­
tact Record at the KBC building by 
phone at (888) 254-5714 or (502) 
245-4101, ext. 204 or by e-mail at 
Randy _Record@kybaptist.org. 

Record serves as a youth . 
evangelism consultant on 
the evangelism growth 

• team. 
Dan Garland, evange­

lism growth team leader, 
has worked with the South­
ern Baptist North American 
Mission Board in securing 
funding for this position, 
which is a high priority for 
NAMB. Additional funds 
have been provided for im­

plementation. Thank God for this part­
nership. 

Before moving to First Baptist 
Church_ of Lone Oak as youth minis­
ter, Record served as a consultant with 
the KBC evangelism· department to 
coordinate plans for Celebrate Jesus 
2000 regional youth rallies. These ral­
lies will serve as excellent opportuni­
ties to introduce the First Priority strat­
egy. Information about these rallies 
has been .sent to all Kentucky Baptist 

cent shootings in Texas, I even worry 
when they go to church. 

My theology falls apart when ap­
plied to my children. I pray for the 'I 
strength to trust, but my mother-love t 
is too selfish. "Please, God, not my 
children" is the best I can do. 

Misty Bemall, the mother of one 
of the girls who died in the Colum­
bine shooting, wrote a book, "She 
Said Yes: The Unlikely Martyrdom of 
Cassie Bemall." It sat on my desk for 
days as I avoided it, just as I hesitate 
to confront that street comer. 

But once I finally began the book, 
I was surprised. She didn't spend · 
much time reliving the day itself, the . 
"what-ifs" I imagined would punctu­
ate the pages. Instead she says, "You 
can't live in .ftW"~t you have to be 
ready to let them go at any time." 

Her message is that we need to love 
our kids as if it were their last day on 
Earth. Her regrets are not so much 
about that last tragic day, but about the 
other times with her daughter. Her 
wishes are that she'd listened more 
carefully; lingered a little longer, al­
lowed her daughter to "follow her 
heart" instead of insisting she be prac­
tical. 

When I stopped at that same cor­
ner this morning, I saw some fresh 
flowers. In the past they would have 
stabbed my heart. But today for some 
reason I felt signs of hope. Perhaps 
they had been left by that boy's moth­
er as a message to other parents. 

Maybe they are a reminder that 
each day we have with our children is 
precious and every moment we spend 
worrying robs us of joy. 
Dale Hanson Bourke is the publisher of . 
Religion News Service • 

churches. Please call the KBC if you 
have not received the information. 

Record is well qualified to serve 
due to experience, training, commu­
nication skills, leadership ability and 
a passion to see youth reached for 
Christ. Those who heard Record speak 
at the state evangelism conference 
know that he communicates deep pas­
sion for reaching today's youth. He 
has a lovely wife and daughter who 
are very precious to him. 

"He is one of the best youth minis­
ters I have ever had at Lone Oak," said 
Pastor Willis Henson. Record is a 
graduate of Union University in Jack­
son, Tenn., and Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Louisville. 

With all the uncertainty and fear.on 
school campuses, I believe God has 
provided a strategy and lead.er who 
can be used to communicate hope, 
value for all people and faith that 
makes an eternal difference. 

Please pray for Record and all 
those who work with youth as we· • 
launch this wonderful ministry that ·_ 
will provide hope, acceptance and • 
help for all middle school and high 
school students. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Charitable gifts 
of stock offer 
key benefits 
By Laurie Valentine 

Using appreciated stock to 
make gifts to your church and 

~~ 
FINANCIAL 

I i1J 1Ilh'~ I 

other Baptist 
causes can 
provide sub­
stantial ben­
efits. 

Making 
an outright 
charitable 
gift using 
appreciated 
stock does 

not result in the recognition of 
capital gains. Your charitable 
income tax deduction is based 
on the market value of the stock 
at the time of the gift, not what 
you paid for the stock, assum­
ing you have owned the stock 
for at least one year and a day. 
When you factor in the capital 
gains tax savings, your net af­
ter-tax cost of making a stock 
gift is lower than using the same 
amount of cash to make your • 
gift. 

Timing is important when 
making a stock gift. The value 
used to determine y0ur income 
tax· ded1,1ction is the stock's 
market value on the day that the 
gift is "completed." 

If you are giving stock held 
in certificate form, your gift is 
not completed until the stock 
certificate and properly en­
dorsed stock power have been 
delivered to the charity or its 
agent. . • 

If the stock is held in a bro­
kerage account, the gift is not 
completed on the day you give 
the order to your broker to 
transfer the stock to the chari­
ty. The gift is completed when 
the · stock has been transferred 
into the charity's own broker­
age account or title has been 
transferred on the books of the 
issuing corporation. 

For many, an outright gift of 
stock to charity runs contrary to. 
overall fina11cial plans . An al­
ternative means of diversifying 
a portfolio, while avoiding'cap­
ital gains and obtaining a char­
itable income tax deduction, is 
to fund a charitable life income 
gift with appreciated stock. The 
giver retains a fixed or variable 
stream of income for his or her 
lifetime, while establishing a 
future, irrevocable gift for char­
ity. The gifted stock can be sold 
and reinvested capital gains tax~ 
free. The full market value of 

• the contributed asset is, there- · 
fore, available to experience 
greater earnings than the origi­
nal asset might have achieved. 

Both charitable giving and 
financial planning objectives 
can be achieved with appreci­
ated stock gifts. 
Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation 
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How can parents help teens 
cope with everyday stress? 
Q: A teenage friend recently suggested that parents 
"should be more concerned about teaching us to live on 
our own and to handle the stress of everyday life" rather 
than dwelling on "big" issues such as drugs, crime and 
sex. Is that realistic? 

It does seem that most parents are 
more concerned with telling our offspring 
the difference between right and wrong 
and less focused on helping teens 
discover the answers for themselves. If 
adolescents are to grow up and be on 
their own, parents need to teach them to 
face issues effectively. The best teaching 
is modeling responsible living in front of 
our children on a daily basis. 

,, 
~ 
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Also, parents should help teenagers see potential 
problems before they develop. Surveying a situation and 
evaluating the consequences ahead of time prevents many 
difficult predicaments. Youth need the freedom to think 
through circumstances for themselves. 

Additionally, surviving on your own means finding creative 
solutions to everyday problems. It means good time 
management and setting priorities. How can teens learn these 
things unless their parents nurture autonomy? As they are 
faithful in little things, they can have more independence. 
Teens need their own money to manage, chores to do 
regularly and activities to plan. Problems that teach leadership 
skills p·repare young people for success in the adult world. 

Adolescents need a place to explore their faith questions. 
The adult world is filled with crises that can shatter a weak 
belief system. If we are to prepare teens to live on their own, 
we must first te'ach them to seek God in their own hearts. A 
faith borrowed from parents falters wheri personal tragedy 
invades one's sheltered world and casts doubts. A personal 
faith stands the test of the trials of life.- Wade Rowatt 

Q: What can I do to make Internet use safe and fun for my 
child? 

Because most children enjoy computers. and readily turn 
to them for information and recreation, parents need to know 
what's going on in the computer world and take control of 
their child's online experience, even if the parents aren't 
computer savvy. 

Zachary Britton says setting up an effective safety net for 
children requires about two hours of time, even for parents 
who don't know much about computers. (Brittan's book, 
"Safety Net" provides valuable information for parents.) 

Here are several ideas to help make Internet use safe and 
fun for your cliild: 
■ Put your computer in an open place, like a den or family 

room. Having your computer out in the open enables casual 
supervision arid makes it difficult for children (or anyone else) 

• to secretly access inappropriate Web sites or material. 
■ Use a good filter that screens objectionable material. 
■ Set time limits for computer use. Some filter programs 

monitor time spent on the computer and even allow you to 
block access during set hours. 
■ See for yourself. Ask questions. Pay attention. Know 

what your children are doing, who they're connecting with 
and what games they're playing when they're online. 
■ Discover and bookmark safe sites for your children. 

There are lots of good ones. 
■ "Build in accountability. Some programs include a 

feature that logs computer activity. Use it to teach older 
children the relationship between freedom and responsibility. 
■ De_velop and post a set of rules for computer use.­

David Garrard 
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at -Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Faith statement stands test of time 

As the new millennium approaches, do Southern 
Baptists need a new faith state~ent? The short answer 
is no. 

Southern Baptists' historic "Baptist Faith and Mes­
sage" statement has effectively served the denomina­
tion in recent decades as an anchor of stability in a sea 
of constant change. The BF&M statement, originally 
adopted in 1925 and revised in 1963, is a concise dec­
laration of cherishe.d Baptist beliefs on topics ranging 

will be to his liking. His appointments to the committee 
even include T.C. Pinckney, an outspoken conserva­
tive leader from Virginia who made the motion to es­
tablish the· study committee. 

On the positive side, Patterson did make a point to 
include minority representation on the committee. In ad­
dition to appointing two women, he named an African­
American pastor, a Chinese pastor and an Hispanic 
evangelist to the committee. 

from the doctrine of God to religious liberty. 
It appears unnecessary to attempt to im­

prove on the BF&M' s eloquent description of 
the Bible as "a perfect treasure of divine in­
struction" or the straightforward affirmation 
that "church and state should be separate." 

I STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

He apparently learned that lesson follow­
ing the 1993 appointment of the SBC' s Pro­
gram and Structure Study Committee. That 
pivotal committee, given the responsibility of 
reshaping the denomination's agency struc­
ture, had only seven members-all of them 
Anglo males. Criticism of thafnarrow per­
spective has helped sensitize current leaders 
to the importance of seeking to be culturally 
diverse. 

Yet a vote during this year's Southern Bap­
tist Convention annual meeting authorized 
SBC President Paige Patterson to appoint a 
study committee to review the document and 
bring a report to the SBC next June. 

Patterson made those appointments last 
month, naming three-time SBC president 
Adrian Rogers as chairman of the 15-mem- Trennis Henderson 

Beyond the committee's composition, a 
greater concern is tinkering with a document 
that has served Southern Baptists well. At the 
time he announced his committee appoint­
ments, Patterson noted that "most folks feel, ber study committee. Rogers is best known in 

SBC circles_ as the first president elected during the de­
nomination's conservative shift of the past 20 years. 

'If it ain't broke, don't fix it."' He' s absolutely right. 
While calling the Baptist Faith and Message an "un­

deniably fabulous statement," Patterson added that com­
mittee members have the freedom "to proceed with_ 
whatever recommendations they wish to make." 

Others on the committee include Patterson's broth­
er-in-law, Chuck Kelley, president of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary; Al Mohler, president of 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville; 
Richard Land, president of the SBC Ethics & Religious 
Liberty Commission; and former SBC president Jerry 
Vines. Patterson also named Susie Hawkins, wife of 
SBC Annuity Board President O.S. Hawkins, as one of 

As committee chairman, Rogers said one option is 
to review the doctrinal statement and leave it "exactly 
as it is." He said the other option is to "clarify and 
strengthen" the docurpent. 

two women on the committee. 
The committee's close ties to current SBC leader­

ship stand in sharp contrast to the 1963 committee ap­
pointed by denominational statesman Herschel Hobbs. 
He wisely chose to invite the presidents of each state 
convention to serve on the committee to ensure that the 

That's where the problem comes in. One Baptist's 
"clarifying and strengthening" may well be another 
Baptist's "muddying and weakening.'; The beauty of 
the Baptist Faith and Message has been its ability to 
clearly present basic Baptist beliefs while remaining 
broad enough to encompass Southern Baptists' historic 
diversity. 

broad diversity of Baptist life was represented. As the BF&M study committee begins its work, the 
best possible outcome would be to carefully review the 
document and agree to endorse its faithful message for 
future generations. Remember: It ain't broke! 

By opting to hand-pick the current study committee 
. rather than following Hobbs' example, Patterson has 
helped make sure that any report from the committee 

Why do you judge your brother? 
By Larry Burcham 

"You, then, why do you judge your 
brother? Or why do you look down 
on your brother? For we will all stand 
before God's judgment seat" (Ro­
mans 14:10). 

It was, no doubt, in­
tended to be a rhetorical 
question. Yet it is worth 
our consideration: Why do 
you judge your brother? 

First, the number of is­
sues about which we are 
tempted to be judgmental 
is unending. For the 
church at Rome, Paul used 
the examples of judging others' eating 
habits ( to eat or not eat meat previously 
offered to idols) and judging others ac­
cording to whether or not they observed 
certain holy days. A list of more con­
temporary issues could include theolo­
gy (mine's right and yours is wrong), 
social issues (such as gun control), life­
styles, worship styles, etc. In these and 
many other areas, the' temptation to 
judge remains great. 

And so, back to our question: Why 
do you judge your brother? One answer 

might be that it is our nature to be criti­
cal. We humans seem to have a knack 

_ for judging. Or is being judgmental an 
attempt to make ourselves look better 
by comparison-to bring others down 
to our level? Maybe we judge to point 

attention away from our 
own faults and failures. 
Maybe it's that we are ba­
sically insecure. Or per­
haps we simply fear peo­
ple who are different from 
us. 

It may even be that our 
motivation for judging 
others is honorable. After 
all, there is more than a fair 
amount of evil in the 

world, and sometimes a judgmental 
spirit marks a genuine desire to defend 
God's-Kingdom from that evil. 

One of Jesus' parables informs us at 
this juncture. In His parable of the tares 
(Matthew 13:24-30), Jesus presents the 
story of a householder who, informed 
that an.enemy has sown weeds among 
his wheat, instructs his workers to let 
both grow together until the harvest, at 
which time the householder will see to 

- the separation process. Of the many 
possible meanings of this parable, a 

major one seems to be that the process 
of judging and separating is the domain 
of God alone. After all, we human be­
ings are limited in our perspective, 
prone to errors of judgment, and, as Paul 
reminds us, we will all stand before 
God's judgment (Romans 14: !Ob). 

So the implication of both Paul's 
rhetorical question and Jesus' parable 
is that we should leave the judging to 
God. Other scriptures are more explic­
it. In His Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 
advises: Do not judge, or you too will 
be judged (Matthew 7: I). And Paul, not 
long after posing the question before us, 
declares: Let us stop passing judgment 
on one another (Romans 14: I 3). 

A line from a piece of literature titled 
"Desiderata" reads, "If you compare 
yourself with others, you may become 
vain and bitter; for always there will be 
greater or lesser persons than yourself." 

In other words, judging others can 
only be damaging to one's self image. 
Add that to the biblical admonition to 
refrain from judging others and we are 

left with a good ques­
tion: Why do you judge 
your brother? 

Larry Burcham is pastor 
of First Baptist Church 
in Winchester 
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... "For older folks to 
share with younger 

people what 
they've done gives 

them a 
foundation." 

Noel Jordan, pastor of 
Goshen Baptist Church 

HISTORY 
,. 

Saving historic documents is gift to future .generations 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

GLEN DEAN-Sometimes recov­
ering a church's history is as iµipossi­
ble as recovering destroyed records. 

Just ask Noel Jordan, pastor of 
Breckenridge County's oldest contin­
uous Baptist church. 

"I think it's been good for the church 
to come together as a family and remi- • 
nisce," Jordan said. "For older folks to 
share with younger people what they've 
done gives them a foundation." 

Some may wonder why Goshen 
compiled a history just a decade shy 

of its bicentennial. Jordan 

Goshen Baptist 
Church recently re-· 
leased "The Goshen 
Story," a church his­
tory that covers the 
church's history from 
its beginning in 1808 
to .1998. 

kin 
isf11r11 

explained that some long­
time members, including 
two deacons, .might not 
live that long. Without 
their help in tracking 
down records, some 
of that information 
might be lost forev­
er, he said. 

The history was re­
leased with gaps in its 
records, according to 
Jordan, pastor of Gos­
hen since 1994. 

Preserving Church 
Heritage for Future 

Generations 
Rone, who has 

written nearly 25 
church and associa-

In tve introduction to the 155-page 
volume, author Wendell Rone Sr. 
spells out some 9f the obstacles he en­
countered. 

The record book for the church's 
first 20 years was lost or destroyed. 
After an 1828-44 record book that 
helped fill in gaps from the beginning, 
the third book only contains minutes 
for 1845-46. Those vital records are 
missing-from 1847-1915, a 68-year 
blank space. 

Other materials were lost about 40 
years ago when a fire struck the 
church clerk's home, Jordan said. 
_ But despite that -and other obsta­

cles, the pastor said the process has 
benefited the church greatly. 

tion histories, also was a key fig­
ure. Now 85 and living in Owensboro, 
the retired pastor has been active in 
the Kentucky Baptist Historical Soci­
ety since 1940. That was the year he 
completed his first book on a church's 
past. 

"I just dove into it and over the pro­
cess of years came up with a system," 
said Rone, who majored in history at 
Murray State University. "I didn't have 
any training, other than an interest in 
church history." 

, He started his wor,k on Goshen' s sto­
ry in November 1997, gathering records 
from the church, Breckenridge Baptist­
Association and the library at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville. 

After compiling f~ctual materials, he 

began writing, working a few hours a 
day for a year. He also snapped many 
of the photographs that appear through­
out the book. 

Among the chronicles it includes a 
history of Breckenridge County and 
early Kentucky Baptists, .a look at the 
area's associations, a list of Goshen' s 
charter members and early deacons and 
pastors, old maps and lists of annual 
association sermons and Sunday school 
directors. 

The book was priced at $10, with the 
money aimed at helping the church re­
coup its investment of about $1,700. 
While Goshen lfl!-'1-~old less than half of 
the print run of 400 copies, Jordan said 
he didn't expect to sell all the books im­
mediately. 

Nor did he look for the history to be 
compiled quickly, recalling how he first 
discussed the task six months after he 
arrived. Once the congregation decid­
ed to publish, it took about two and a 
half years to finish. 

"It takes a lot of time to compile 
records and double-check them for ac­
curacy," he said. "We need to preserve 
records today for future generations. 
Many churches assume that because 
they file an annual report with the asso­
ciation, that is the record." 

But a church should have many oth­
er documents, such as pictures, news­
letters and newspaper articles, on hand. 
Those tell a more in-depth story about· 
events . like vacation Bible school, he 
pointed out. . 

The pastor also advises churches to 
keep an extra copy or two of records, 
stored in different locations. In case of 
a fire, natural disaster or other tragedy, 
a back-up is available, he said. 

While attendance at the country 
church has ranged as high as 200, it cur­
rently averages about 60. Thus, Jordan 
said it is useful for members to know 
that a great revival occurred at Goshen 
in 1839. He said he hopes to see anoth­
er soon. 

Call for Resolutions 
The Kentucky Baptist Convention's Committee on Resolutions 
will meet Nov. 16 during the 1999 Kentucky Baptist Convention 
meeting in Covington. Individuals wishing to submit a resolution 
in advance for the committee's review can do so by mailing the 
resolution to: 

C9mmittee on Resolutions 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
P.O. Box 43433 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 ~

~-,n~ 
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KENTVCKY BAPTlST CONVENTION 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary presents , 

The Inaugural Heritage Week 
and Third Annual Pastor Appreciation Day 

October 12-14, 1999 

T hgjllllli{J.:Iedtage Week at The Southern Baptist 

•·~ .. :::~~~i:::::e~;::go: 
·--illlt7~:::',:~::~~on 

Tuesday, October 12 
Adrian Rogers, Bellevue Baptist 

Church, Cordova, Tennessee, 
Seminary Worship 

r 

you," to ministers who are s~tyfp~the Lord faithfully across 

}9ur land. You are invited tq6~e••Part of Heritage Week and 

:l~i~r;<'\pj).t.¢µ~i~tin9.A'!M •.. : ' ; 

~::;:,:b;:,::,:;-:;!c:=:e 
Pastor Appreciation Luncheo;,,. 

Dr. Adrian 
Rogers 

Dedication of John A. Broadus Chapel 

Christian Women's Luncheon 
Speaker: Mrs. Adrian (Joyce) Rogers 
Hostess: Mrs. Albert (Mary) Mohler 

Wednesday, October 13 
Alistair -Begg, Parkside Church, 

Cleveland, Ohio, Seminary Wors_hip 

Thursday, October 14 
Pastor Appreciation Day 

James Merritt, First Baptist Church, 
Snellville, Georgia, Seminary Worship 

Dr. James 
Merritt 

For Luncheon reservations please 

call the Office of-the President at 

1 800 626,;,5525. Dr. Alistair 
Begg 

Pastor Appreciation Luncheon 
R. Albert Mohler, Jr. 

Dr. R. Albert 
Mohler 

The Sou~hern B~ptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
1 800 626-5525 • Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 

STUDY 
PRACTICE 

TEACH 
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Value of today's documents vital for future historians 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspon(ient 

LOUISVILLE-Churches filing 
material for future generations should 
consider its historical, informational and 
legal value, according to the director of 
archives for the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. 

guidance so one person isn't responsi­
ble for the final decision. 

"Don't put it on your own head," she 
advised. "Ask a few people who've 
been around long enough to know the 
church history." 

Doty also recommends caution be­

That doesn't mean 
saving the minutes 
from every Sunday 
school class, but 
records of deacons, 
trustees, church council 
and business meetings 
may relate an important 
story about the church's 
development, Cheryl 
Doty said. 

:kin 
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fore tossing current materi­
als, saying they might be­
come valued sooner than 
expected. 

Still, choosing what 
to retain will be deter­
mined largely by 
space, staff and avail­
able resources, she 
·saia:·· Preserving Church 

Heritage for Future 
Generations 

In addition to 
minutes, her sugges­
tions for other mate-

"If a church micro­
films its records, this is helpful," she 
said. "The best place is the Southern 
Baptist Convention's library and ar­
chives "(in Nashville). They do it at a re­
duced rate and they keep a copy in the 
archives, which can be handy way down 
the road." 

If not certain about the value of a 
particulai: document, she.suggests ask­
ing the history committee, library staff 
or some of the older church leaders for 

rials that may prove significant: 
I Bulletins, newsletters, programs, 

• brochures and pamphlets (two copies of 
• each). • 

I Photos, both current and past. 
I Membership records. 
I Artifacts given to the church and 

memorabilia such as plaques, trophies 
or diaries. 

I Newspaper clippings, including 
material from the Western Recorder. 
She recommends photocopying the 

articles on good-quality paper because 
newsprint yellows with age. 

I Scrapbooks, blueprints, reports, 
studies and architectural records. 

I Printed copies of sermons or a 
sampling on cassettes or video. • 

I Official correspondence. 
I Tapes or transcripts of interviews 

with church leaders and key members. 
I Hymnals, pew Bibles and pastors' 

Bibles. 
I Constitution, charter, bylaws, an­

nual reports, convention programs and 
any office files that document actions. 

I Financial records and legal papers 
such as deeds, trust agreerrients or tax 
certificates. 

There is no substitute for good min­
utes for writing a church history, said a 
Georgetown College professor who has 
compiled several church and associa-. 
tional summaries. 

Statistically, associational minutes 
usually provide the best guide, because 
associations generally maintain better 
records than individual churches, said 
Jack Birdwhistell. 

However, it's not enough to tum to 
these record_ books, he said. A good 
church history includes strategic plan­
ning. 

"They need to have the whole pro-

cess out in front of them," said Bird­
whistell, who has a doctorate in church 
history. "They need to know not only 
the cost of getting it written, but print­
ing and distribution." 

In addition, members should decide 
what style they want the history to be­
a scholarly work, something they will 
give to each new member, or the kind 
of record that can be placed in the coun- . 
ty library, he said. 'They need to clari­
fy their purpose early on." 

Preserving ~hurch history helps members face the future 
Continued from page 1 
answer such questions as: 
■ Who was the evangelist? 
■ Was this person a particularly 

effective speaker? 
■ What was going on that attract­

ed so many people? 
■ Did this revival have a long-last­

ing impact on the church? How? • 
While a history committee gener­

ally forms only for a specific task, 
such as marking an important anniver­
sary, Bolin suggests interviewing eld­
erly members before it is too late. Vid­
eotapes, cassettes or written comments 
can be stored as primary source mate­
rial for future generations. 

"There's an old Chinese proverb 
that says when an elderly person dies, 
a whole library is destroyed," he said. 
"In Oriental cultures, they take the 
value of elderly people much more 
seriously." 

Georgetown College professor 
Jack Birdwhistell used the interview­
ing technique four years ago in writ­
ing about the 150th anniversary of 
First Baptist Church of Murray. 

The author held a "Memory Day" 
on a Sunday afternoon, inviting mem­
bers to bring old photographs and ar­
tifacts to the church. He videotaped 
interviews with many elderly mem­
bers, which he calls "a real treasure." 

Churches that compile a record of 
the past usually end up feeling pretty 
good about what they've accom­
plished, said the associate professor of 
religion. 

Most Kentucky Baptist congrega­
tions have a similar story, revolving 
around a significant growth spurt in 
the post-World War II era. The con­
tributions of those who helped reap 
that harvest should be acknowledged, 
Birdwhistell said. 

"It's like Tom Brokaw's 'Greatest 
Generation,"' he said of the best-sell­
ing book about World War II veter­
ans. "What that (book) did for that 
generation, a church history can do on 
a local level." 

The professor, who has written 
several other church and association­
al histories, said history will become 
a significant ~ubject. ·across the state 

in the next 10 to 15 years. 
Many churches, such as First Bap­

tist in Somerset, which marks its bi­
centennial this fall, also will observe 
their 200th anniversary, he said. 

Those who will be reaching this or 
other milestones should start planning 
five years in advance, according to the 
archivist for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. 

Cheryl Doty suggests forming a 
history _committee and allocating 
funds in the annual budget. 

Unfortunately, there are no cost 
guidelines. The expense will depend 
on such factors as the size of the vol­
ume, number of copies, quality and 
the writer's fee, she said. 

Even the latter will be a "labor of 
love," since there is no way a church 
can afford to adequately compensate 
the author for the time invested in the 
project. 

"I think they should do the best 
they can with the money they have," 
said Doty, whose archives include 
about 900 church and 60 association­
al histories. "If a church can't afford a 

professionally-published book, that's 
OK. I have church histories that are 
mimeographed. The important thing 
is to do it." 

There are many valuable aspects to 
publishing such a record, she added. 
Not only does a book detail the ori­
gins of various programs and proce­
dures, it reminds members what failed 
in the past. • 

As to who should assemble the his­
tory, Doty said that choice depends on 
whether the congregation includes a 
talented writer. Dody advises against 
simply appointing someone who 
grudgingly agrees to do it. 

On the other hand, people should 
be cautious about hiring an outsider 

• who doesn't know or care much about 
the church, she added. 

"One isn't preferable over the oth­
er," she said. "They need to think 
about what they want and if the per- . 
son can do it. An insider is gr!!at if the 
person can write and they're going to 

• write a history, not just relate facts. If 
you don't love your subject, it's go­
ing to show." 

CHURCH HISTORY 
Cheryl Doty, archivist for 
the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, displays some 
of the more than 900 
church histories held by 
the KBC archives. Doty 
encourages churches to 
take time to record their 
history. 
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Worship 
. resources 

I "How to Start a New 
Service," Charles Arn, 

Baker Books, 1997. Who 
should , who shouldn't 

and how to get there. A 
practical guide 

supported by research. 

I "An 8-Track Church in 
a CD World," Robert N. 

Nash Jr., Smyth & 
Helwys, 1997. A clear 

analysis from within the 
traditional church. 

I "A Peculiar People," 
Rodney Clapp, 

lnterVarsity Press, 1996. 
If the church is to be 

taken seriously, it's time 
to acknowledge the end 

of Christendom .and 
. embrace a new 

relationship to culture. 

I "Church for the 
Unchurched," George G. 

Hunter 111, Abingdon 
Press, 1996. How "new 
apostolic churches" are 
erasing cultural barriers 

to present the gospel. 

I "Inside the Soul of a 
New Generation," Tim 

Celek and Dieter Zander, 
Zondervan, 1996. 

Understanding and 
connecting with 

postmoderns, from two 
pioneers of GenX 

ministry. A practical, 
entry-lev~I tool. 

I "Generating Hope," 
Jimmy Long, 

lnterVarsity Press, 1997. 
How postmodernism 

influences Generation X, 
as seen through the 

I I I 

Ministry is driving _force behind diversity in worship 
By Greg Warner 
Associated Baptist Press 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP)­
What' s driving the trend of multiple 
worship services? 

To some observers, the new diver­
sity in worship reflects a kind of un­
savory Christian consumerism, in 
which the church shopper becomes 
like any other consumer in search of 
a product tailored to his or her needs, 
even at the expense of time-honored 
traditions. 

But to others, worship diversity is 
more than target marketing. It's cross­
cultural missions. 

As American culture grows more 
diverse, many people no longer share 
a · common Christian heritage. While 
a healthy dose of Christianity used to 
be part of the normal American child­
hood, more and ·more Americans ·. 
grow up without firsthand exposure to 
Christianity. Meanwhile, an influx of · • 
immigrants has brought new religions 
to Main Street. • 

. "We ought to see this next genera-Reaching a culture that is ever less 
familiar with Christianity means trans­
lating the gospel message into the cul­
tural forms of the day-the music, the 
language, the mindset. It's the same 
principle of "indigenous missions'' 
that redefined global missions earlier • 
this century. 

.. tion the way we look across the ocean 
at Africa or another culture," he added. 
'They 'may live next door, but they are 
an ocean away.'; • 

"It's more likely we will reach non­
Christian people in our target audienc­
es if we don 't require them to cross 
unnecessary barriers," said Charles 
Am, a church growth researcher from 
Monrovia, Calif. 

Elsewhere in the world, those bar­
riers may be ones of language and 
custom. For "unchurched" Ameri ­
cans, the barriers may be organ mu­
sic, stem-winding sermons and the 
"language of Zion." 

Dieter Zander pioneered ministry to 
the baby busters ( those born after 1964) 
when he founded New Song Church in 
West Covina, Calif., in 1986. He said 
reaching baby busters requires cross­
cultural thinking, because the mindset 
and culture of busters is so different 
from previous generations. 

Cultural change is not new. But the 
pace of change is unprecedented. 

The church has always had to adjust 
to shifting culture. And each generation 
has left its stamp on traditional Chris­
tianity, including its worship. But the 
explosion of technology and communi­
cation in the late 20th century is "push­
ing us far beyond our comfort zones," 
said church consultant Bob Gilliam of 
Aurora, Colo. 

"In a sense, it has always happened, 
but not as quickly as it is happening 
now," Gilliam noted. For a church, 
adapting to a changing culture becomes 
increasingly difficult, he said, because 
"the target is moving." 

The transition from one generation 
to another, whieh may never-have been 
painless for the church, now happens at 
blurring speed. While the Bible speaks 
of a generation as 40 years, the types of 
changes that usually accompany a gen-

erational shift now occur in less than a 
. decade. 

Other transitions-such as when an 
inner-city neighborhood becomes ra­
cially diverse-are easy to see, said Jim 
Johnson, pastor of Dunwoody Baptist 
Church in Atlanta. "What we are expe­
riencing now culturally is just as real but 
not as easily seen," he explained. A 
church that doesn't adapt to those less 
visible changes will be left "as an island 
within its own mission field." 

Johnson is looking for a solution to 

the "generational lock" most churches 
fall into. Rather than a church tying it­
self to one generation, then creating new 
congregations for succeeding ones, he 
suggests locking onto an age group, then 
continually adjusting the style as new 
generations rise. 

"We are trying to become an inten­
tionally culturally regenerating church," 
he explained. That requires a commit­
ment to provide "indigenous worship 
and.ministries to reach each succeed­
ing generation." 

lenses of sociology, · 1-----------------------
theology _and ministry. 

Simple and practical. 

I "The Worship 
Phenomenon," Robert 

Webber, Star Song 
Publishing Group, 1994. 

Discusses the 
convergence and 

dialogue of styles in 
blended worship, which 

Webber describes as 
"a dynamic new 

awakening" in the 
church. 

I Leadership Network, 
Dallas, Texas, 

www.leadnet:org. 

Toward a Growing Marriage 
Led by Gary Chapman, · 

October 8-9 
• Rose Hill Baptist Church 

1001 Winslow Road , 
Ashland, KY41102 

For information and registration, phone: (800) .254-2022 
or (606) 329-1957; e-mail: Registratiori@lifeway.com 

Seven high-energy sessions with Dr:· Gary Chapman-h·umor­
ous, challenging, exciting, relevant-one of America's best-rec­
ognized authors and authority on marriage. Books include: The 
Five Love Languages, The Five Love Languages for Kids, The Five 
Signs of a Loving Family and Loving Solutions. Register today! 
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Has God Called You to Ministry? 
If so, make plans to attend the Ministry Preview Conference 
at Southern Seminary, October 14-16. 

• Visit classes and experience our world-class faculty. 

• Tour our beautiful 100-acre campus that boasts one of the 
top theological and musk libraries in the world and the 
most technologically advanced classrooms in the country. 

• Get answers to your questions about understanding 
God's call, preparing for seminary, and financial aid. 

•. Visit with President Mohler at the president's reception. 

Call today, 1800626-5525, ext. 4617, to reserve your place 
for this exciting weekend. Cost is $10 for singles and $15 for 
couples which covers all meals and lodging for two nights. 

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
Visit us on the Internet - http://www.sbts .edu 
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Contemporary worship growing in Kentucky churches 
Continued tr.om page 1 

"We work very hard at making the 
11 o'clock service; meaningful and fo­
cused," he noted. 

Since the three services began a 
year ago, average attendance in the 
contemporary service has grown from 
about 225 to 350, Compton ·said. 
"Most of the people we are reaching 
at the 8:30 service have been non­
churched people," he added. 

Of the 87 people who made profes­
sions of faith in Christ at Severns Val­

. ley this year, Compton said approxi­
mate! y 45 percent of them were reached 
through the contemporary service. 

When new churches are planted to­
day, they carefully evaluate what their 
worship styles will be, Cole said. And 
contemporary worship is the choice of 
many, including Hope Community 
Church, a year-old Southern Baptist 
congregation in Lawrenceburg. 

The church meets in a middle school 
auditorium and draws approximately 
400 worshipers each Sunday. 

While Hope uses contemporary 
worship, the congregation, like many 
others ~ith more modem styles of wor­
ship, deviates from the common con­
temporary worship patterns. 

"We usually have 30 to.40 minutes 
of w9rship music and a solo that sup-

ports the theme of the message," said 
Michael Higdon, worship leader at 
Hope. 

While the music is contemporary 
and features guitars and drums, the 
church uses little or no drama in its 
worship. Pastor Jeff Eaton sometimes 
preaches for 40 to 45 minutes, and ser­
vices can last as long as an hour and a 
half, Higdon said. 

In many contexts, contemporary ser­
vices are noted for their brevity, often 
lasting 45 minutes or less. 

The contemporary worship move­
ment was developed as a means to reach 
baby boomers, who, unlike their par­
ents, are not dedicated churchgoers, 
Johnson said. 

Baby boomers are Living Hope's 
primary target, he explained. "That' s 
the age group I'm in and churches, for 
better or worse, tend to reflect their pas0 

tor." 
Johnson, Higdon and Compton said 

people in the baby boom age group and 
younger make up the majority of adult 
worshipers at their contemporary ser­
vices. However, all three said a sizable 
number of people 55 and older also 
attend. • 

"It may not be their style, b1.,1t they 
are here and supportive of the ministry," 
Higdon said of the older adults at Hope 

in Lawrenceburg. 
At Bowling Green 's Living Hope, 

about 15 to 20 families, among them 
several older adults, left the congrega­
tion because of the change in worship 
styles, Johnson said. 

"While we faced the pain of saying 
goodbye to friends, God has blessed us 
with great growth," he said. 

. Instituting contemporary worship 
usually creates tension, but it can be 
overcome, Cole said. "Most of it de­
pends on the relationship the pastor has 
with the people and how passionate he 
is about reaching people." 

If church members are convinced 
the pastor is committed to outreach, 
Cole said they are more inclined to ac­
cept a contemporary worship service. 

While contemporary worship has 
been successful with boomers, Johnson 
emphasized the focus on baby boomers 
will not be sufficient to reach future 
generations. 

Some churches are fashioning ser­
vices that appeal to Generation X, typi­
cally identified as adults between age 
23-34. Church leaders say that trend is 
not yet common in Kentucky. 

Cole said some congregations across 
the nation have found the liturgy of the 
Greek Orthodox and Episcopal tradi­
tions appeal to GenXers. He added that 

GenX-targeted services often mix litur­
gical elements with contemporary mu­
sic. 

Johnson said GenX services often 
are held around tables and participants 
dialogue about the sermon. 

GenX worship "is an idea that's 
talked about here," Johnson said. He 
noted, however, that his congregation 
has no immediate plans for such a ser­
vice. Yet he said many from the GenX 
generation attend Living Hope. 

GenXers grew up in a more secular -
ized culture than boomers, and they are 
the first children of the divorce culture, 
Johnson said. 

They approach life with less certain­
ty, Johnson said, but he added they have 
a keen interest in spirituality. 

"That makes it a fertile field for 
Christian evangelism, but the danger is 
it's also fertile ground for cults," 
Johnson noted. 

The burden for the.church, he said, · 
is to convince GenXers to direct their · 
spiritual longing toward Christ. "Once 
convinced, they usually have a higher 
degree of commitment than boomers,' '. 
Johnson explained. 

The church must appeal to the 
GenXers ' need to belong, he said. 
"They want to see a place where there 
is community." 

Contemporary 
worship typically 
is marked by 

. praise songs with 
words projected on 
a screen, drama 
that illustrates the 
worship theme and 
sermons that" are 
practical and to 
the point. 

T HIRD ANNUAL Faith, Families & Congregations CONFERENCE 

NOVEMBER 11- 13, 1999 LOUISVILLE SEMINARY 

Featuring nationally 
recognized speakers and 
specialized workshops-

Outstanding scholars, 
practitioners and church 

leaders will present practical 
how-to workshops in a 

variety of areas related to 

children and family 

ministry. 

For registration 
information, contact: 
Dr. J. Bradley Wigger 

Director 
1044 Alta Vista Rd. , 

Louisville, KY 40205 or call 
.502 895-3411, ext. 470 

Toll-free 1 800 264-1839. 

FAX 502 894-2286. 
E-mail: family@lpts.edu 

@) 

John Westerhoff, one of the nation's most important figures in 

·Christian education, is theologian-in-residence and director of the 
Institute fo r Pastorai Studies at St. Luke's Episcopal Church in 

Atlanta. His publications include: Will Our Children-Have Faith?, 
The Spiritual Life: Foundation for Teaching and Preaching and 

co-written Sensing Beauty: Aesthetics, the.Human Spirit and Christian 
Community with John Eusden. 

Prathia L. Hall, pastor and educator, has ministered at 

Philadelphia's Mt. Sharon Baptist Church since 1978. From 1989-
1998, she served the United Theological ·seminary in Dayton, Ohio, 
as Dean of Spiritual and Community Life and later as Dean of 

African American Ministries. She is widely considered one of the 

greatest preachers in the country. 

Katherine Paterson, is the author of more 

than 25 books, including 12 novels fo r young 
people. She has received international acclaim for 

her books, including-two National Book Awards for 

The Master Puppeteer ( 1977) and The Great Gilly 
Hopkins (1979); two Newberry Medals for Bridge to 
Terabithia (1978) and Jacob Have I Loved (1981); the 

Scott O'Dell Award for Historical Fiction for Jip, His 
Story (1997) and recognition for 

Lyddie which was the U. S. 

contribution to the Honors List of 

the International Board of Books 
for Young People. 

Hall 

Paterson 

Center for Congregations and Family Ministries 
A center for nurturing the life of faith in families based at Louisville Seminary 
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BAPTIST BITS 

■ Charles Wade, 
the immediate past 

president of the Baptist 
General Convention of 

Texas, has been 
nominated to be the next 
executive director of the 
state convention. Wade, 
58, will be presented to 

the BGCT Executive 
Board at its regular fall 

meeting this week in 
Dallas. If elected, he will 

succeed Bill Pinson, who 
retires Jan. 31. Wade, 
pastor of Hrst Baptist 

Church in Arlington, 
Texas, since 1976, was 

nominated after Phil 
Lineberger, another 
Texas pastor, was 

announced as the choice 
but then withdrew. 

· ■ More than 2,500 
teens plan to take a • 

public stand for moral 
purity Oct. 2 by walking 
across the Golden Gate 

Bridge carrying 
thousands of signed 

True Love Waits pledge 
cards. The youth 

attending the event in 
San Francisco will 
represent several 

thousand other teens 
who have mailed in their 

signed pledge for 
participation in the latest 

teen sexual abstinence 
campaign, Crossing 

Bridges with Purity. True 
Love Waits is a 

worldwide campaign 
designed to challenge 

teenagers to make a 
promise to God to 

abstain from ~ex until 
marriage. 

BAPTISTS .......... ..,._ 
Executive Committee debates, 
declines to study, 'ecumenism' 
By Bob ~llen 
Associated Baptist Press 

NASHVILLE, Tenn. (ABP)-A 
call for a study of whether Southern 
Baptist mission gifts are being used for 
ecumenical efforts that might compro­
mise Southern Baptist beliefs generat­
ed widespread debate during the South­
ern Baptist Convention Executive Com­
mittee Sept. 20-21. 

Following the debate, the 81-mem­
ber committee voted by a wide margin 
against the proposal. 

In other matters referred by the con­
vention, the Executive Committee also 
declined to recommend proposed stud­
ies of charismatic influences in South­
ern Baptist churches, of ways to make 
the SBC Annuity Board more effective 
and of whether to rename the Coopera­
tive Program. 

Louisiana pastor Jerry Moser made 
a motion at the June 15-16 SBC in At­
lanta that was referred to the Executive 
Committee. It asked the Executive 
Committee to study the use of Cooper­
ative Program funds with groups or in­
dividuals "whose professed beliefs are 
in conflict with or could risk the possi­
ble compromise of the historic distinc­
tives of the unique witness of Southern 
Baptists." 

The Executive Committee declined 
to recommend a study but offered a gen­
tle reminder encouraging denomina­
tional entities to "maintain the historic 
position of Southern Baptists" as they 
cooperate with other groups in "appro-

priate" evangelistic or moral-advocacy 
efforts. 

The Executive Committee then ap­
proved a separate motion affinning the 
North American Mission Board's par­
ticipation in Mission America 2000, a 
coalition of Christian leaders that is 
seeking to share the gospel with every 
person in America by the end of next 
year. • 

Asked to give an example of the 
kinds of affiliation he believes ought to 
be studied, Moser cited NAMB in­
volvement in Mission America. A work 
rgffitip also interviewed NAMB Presi­
dent Robert Reccord before concluding 
a formal study is unwarranted, reported 
Bruce Martin, pastor of Village Baptist 
Church in Fayetteville, N.C. 

Mission America 2000 is a coalition 
of more than 360 national Christian 
leaders who represent 70 denomina­
tions, more than 200 parachurch groups 
and 57 ministry networks, according to 
the organization's Web site. 

Gary Frost, pastor of Rising Sun 
Baptist Church in Youngstown, Ohio, 
and a former SBC vice president, said 
_he was concerned the discussion might 
cause people to become suspicious of 
the Mission America movement, which 
he supports. • 

"Our northern cities are not going to 
be evangelized by Southern Baptists," 
Frost said, but Southern Baptists can 
help other Christians witness by sup­
porting Mission America. He said he 
has been involved in the effort and has 
not compromised anything. 

~ 
The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

presents 

qJ~~ 
N CONCERT 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5 
- 7:30 P.M. 
ALUMNI CHAPEL 

FEATURING NATIONALLY KNOWN ARTISTS 

Matt and Darlene Tullos 
Jeannette Clift George 

Melody Masters Quartet 
Barry Mitchell 

Assisted by Church Music Drama T heatre Ensemble 
Mozelle Clark Sherman, Director 

ADMISSION FREE 
For group reservation information call 897-4115 
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at the WyndHamMyrtl8\Beach Jlesort 

MYRTLE BEAC~ April 3-6 
SOU T ll CAJ:!OL I NA • • 

www.philwcilc\rep.mg 

1-800-475-0819 
(or FREE inform,rtion! 

* 4 per room al standard lodg-
ing with $10 Early Bird Discount 
applied. Includes: $50 regislra­
.tion deposit. 3 night's lodging. 
one ticket lo a special euent 
and all program participation. 
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NATION 
Wedgwood members ·write words of love on church floor 
By Matt Sanders 
Baptist Press 

FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)­
They wrote to God. They wrote to 
friends who had been killed or wound­
ed. They wrote to the killer. They even 
wrote to Satan. 

In an act that ~as part memorial, part 
ministry and part therapy, many of the 
young people who had been in Wedg-

. wood Baptist Church's sanctuary the 
night Larry Ashbrook opened fire wrote 
messages of hope, forgiveness and love 
on the once carpet-covered concrete 
floors Sept. 21. Throughout the next day 
and night, others from the church wrote 
their messages. 

Some, like the widow of Shawn 
Brown, used Scripture. 

"I am my beloved, and my beloved 
is mine," Kathy Brown wrote, quoting 
Solomon 6:3. 

Some captured their feelings as they 
watched their friends die. 

"I saw your eyes, they were open. I 

Available in 20' to 37' Models 
(12 to 43 passengers) 

_ lookedatyourbody,Icouldn'thelp. We 
will miss you for a while. Save a spot 
for the Wedgies," MCS wrote to Cas­
sandra Griffin. ("Wedgies" is the nick­
name members of Wedgwood Baptist 
Church have given to themselves.) 

Some wrote lighter messages to their 
friends in heaven like, "I hope you're 
having fun up there" and "Sing a song 
for me." 

Others recalled where they stood or 
sat or cowered when the shooting be­
gan. Some wrote to Ashbrook who 
killed eight, including himself and 
wounded seven Sept. 15 during a See 
You at the Pole rally. 

"La.JTy Ashbrook, I forgive you," 
JeffNemee wrote. 

WEDGWOOD WITNESS A note written on the floor of Wedgwood Baptist Church offers 
forgiveness to Larry Ashbrook who-/filioo seven people in the church Sept. 15 before 
committing suicide. (BP photo by Bryan Murley) 

Another teenager wrote near the spot 
where Ashbrook committed suicide: to Satan. 
"We don't hate you Larry Ashbrook. "Satan, inthenameofmysovereign 
We hate Satan." Lord Jesus Christ, I rebuke you from 

Lisa Jackson wrote to Ashbrook, "I ever passing through these doors again," 
forgive you and through Christ's love wrote Eli G. 'This is my Father's 
toward me I can say that I love you." House. You have no place here. Amen." 

The only harsh words were directed . . At every entral).ce, statements like 

Church Buses 
Rental Buses 

(New & Used) 
Carpenter Bus Sales Inc. 

"Satan, bite the dust" and "Satan, you 
can't stop us" were written. Near the 
entrance where Ashbrook fust entered 
the building is a drawing of a cross. 

The new sense of commitment that 
. many people have expressed was re­

flected in the writings, such as Aaron 

Leddy ' s belief that God protected him 
so that he could tell others about Christ. 

Sarah Hood wrote, 'This is the way 
I ran from this sanctuary on W ednes­
day, Sept. 15, 1999. Lord, please don't 
ever let me have to run from your house 
again .. .. I will be a witness." 

Parents, friends and spouses added 
to the impromptu memorial, some 
thanking God for His protection. 

"Thank you, Lord, for saving my 
lovely wife, Nikki," wrote Jay Fannin, 
Wedgwood's youth minister. 

On the foyer floor where Sydney 
Browning died, Robin wrote, 'The Fa­
ther saw you fall little sparrow, then He 
flew you home. Make them laugh, Syd. 
Oh, how I'll miss you. I lov.e you." 

Guaranteed Buy-Back Program 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Brentwood, Tenn. 
(800) 3 70-6180 
(615) 376-2287 

We Buy Used Buses 

Since 1953 

PRE-PACKAGED MISSION TRIPS 
11 US cities+ Toronto 

NAMB endbrsed 
800 299-0385 - www.yom.org 

YOUTH ON MISSION 

The messages will soon be covered 
. when the new carpet is installed, but 

they, like the memories, will forever be 
a part of Wedgwood Baptist Church. 

Andrea Honeycutt on mission 
By Robert Dunston 

Andrea Honeycutt, daughter of 
Mike and Jolyn Honeycutt of Som­
erset, spent her summer· working 
with Grand Strand Ministries head­
quartered in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
During her summer she participat­
ed in a variety of ministries. 

For three weeks Honeycutt 

listen and watch. 
On Thursday night, team mem­

bers led celebration services for the 
youth groups whose week of ser­
vice was ending. On Sundays they 
led worship services in the camp­
grounds. There .they met a retired 
minister who continued to serve 
God by ministering to those in the 
campgrounds: According to Hon­

helped with a sports 
camp held in a govern­
ment-run recreation cen­
ter. She enjoyed working 
in the Sforts camp, but 
also felt frustrated. Since 
the facility was govern­
ment-run, Honeycutt and 
the youth groups who 
came to help were not al­
lowed to witness directly 
or tell Bible stories to the 
children. They, however, 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

eycutt, he is the most 
spiritual individuals she 
has ever met. 

Honeycutt enjoyed 
getting to know and work 
with other team mem­
bers. On their final morn­
ing together they all got 
up early and watched the 
sun rise. It was a special 
but bittersweet moment. 

could answer questions concerning 
the Christian faith and took every 
opportunity to do so. 

For several weeks Honeycutt 
helped with day camps on the 
beach. The hot weather and con­
stant distractions made the ministry 
difficult. Typically the day camp 
not only had different children from 
day to day but also from hour to 
hour. Children came and went so 
Honeycutt and the youth groups 
tried to make the day camp so en­
joyable the children wanted to stay. 
Puppets proved to be a big draw and 
sometimes even parents came up to 

Honeycutt would love 
to be involved in such a 

ministry again. In fact, she plans to 
become a missionary and i;>elieves 
her summer's experience provided 
her with a wonderful perspective on 
missions. . . 

Summer missions makes a di( 
ference in the lives of those who go 
and those to whom they minister. 
Honeycutt can attest to that. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Prayer partners needed 
"I'm praying for you." grow if they' re scared or can't trust. 
Those words can bring such I Ask God to give them the cour-

comfort, but sometimes I wonder if age to be honest and talk about their 
those of us in the Christian subcul- pain. . 
ture toss them around too freely . I Pray that God will empower 
The words come so easily, just like our staff to be good listeners and 
"have a nice day" or "thank you for consistent examples of His care and 
holding." Another thing I some- compassion. 
times ponder is how believers pray. I Ask God to bring every child 
What do we ask for? When we tell into a saving relationship with Him 
someone, "I'm praying through Jesus Christ. 
for you," how do we HOMES FOR I Pray that He will 
pray? CHILDREN send people who reflect 

Prayer is my No. 1 re- His truth and His love 
quest on behalf of Ken- .----....---,.--. into the paths of these 
tucky Baptist Homes for babes in Christ. 
Children when I visit I Ask God to create in 
churches or individual our kids a sense of the 

. supporters. I've seen •;-11,,,:;;,,,c'."'?f;• '!".,., present so they will not 
prayer -work . too many be victimized by the past 
times. to minimize the or fearful of the future. 
power that comes from . I Pray that He will 
making those petitions empower these kids to 

,. to our heavenly Father. make good choices as 
Prayer is the one thing Bill Smithwick . they respond to difficult 
every Kentucky Baptist ----~-- situations. 

-can do forthe children and families James writes that the siricere 
we serve. The neat thing about pray- · prayer of a righteous person chang­
ing for KBHC kids is that their es things. We give God the glory 
needs are so similar to the needs of and thank you for your faithfulness 
your own children, grandchildren or in remembering these children to 
Sunday school pupils. It's .an easy Him. 

• -stretch from one group to another. 
But I would be remiss ifldidn't 

tell you that differences also exist. 
It is for these differences that I make 
this formal request for prayer: 

I Pray that our kids feel safe 
where they are. They can't heal and 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhcl 

"Lord, please don't 
ever let me have to 
run from your 
house again . ... 
I will be a 
witness." 
Sarah Hood 
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WORLD - -
Baptists minister to Taiwan earthqua-ke survivors 
By Erich Bridges 
SBC International Mission Board 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (BP)- Baptists 
and other Christian groups began 
ministering to survivors almost im­
mediately after Taiwan's worst 
earthquake in generations rocked the 
island Sept. 21 . 

Showers of blessing 

The quake, which measured be­
tween 7.6 and 7.9 on the Richter scale, 
killed more than 1,800 people, with the 
toll expected to rise and more than 3,000 
people still missing or trapped in col­
lapsed buildings. It injured thousands 
and left an estimated 100,000 people 
homeless. 

Central Taiwan sustained heavy 
damage to buildings, roads and other 
infrastructure, especially in the city of 
Taichung and in Nantou County­
location of the quake's epicenter about 
90 miles south of Taipei, which also sus­
tained damage. 
~ -A.id efforts by a Christian group 
called "Guardian Angel," coordinated 
by Taipei Baptist pastor Yen Tsu Min, . 
geared up in the hours after the quake, 
setting up a relief center near the site of 
a 12-story building that collapsed in 
Taipei. 

"Their main focus has been to pro­
vide comfort and support to families of 
victims, have pure water on site for fam­
ilies and relief workers and visit the 
hospitals where victims were taken," 
reported Southern Baptist missionary 
Hal Cunnyngham, crisis manager for • 
Southern Baptist International Mission 
Board personnel in Taiwan. 

"At the hospitals they are minister­
ing to families, taking them food, cloth­
ing and water, and providing a Chris­
tian presence," he said. "Twenty-five 
local Baptist seminary students are as-" 
sisting with .the hospital visits to minis­
ter to victims and their families." 

Missionary nurse Mary Dickey also 
went to the site of the hotel collapse in 

By Denise Spencer to sing solos and duets. Richard led a revival ch~fr 
, 1' that included singers of all ages. It was wonderful 

WorshipisavitalpartofourministryatOneida to see our students taking such an active part in 
Baptist Institute. We have chapel services each worship. 
school day, evening dorm devotions, morning de- Many students came forward throughout the 
votions before school, week! y Sunday school and week of services to make public decisions, or to sirn­
worship, plus Baptist Student Union and Fellowship ply kneel at the altar and pray. By week's end, 10 
of Christian Athletes. young people had made professions of faith in 

Every fall and spring, Oneida Baptist Church Christ. Pastor Crumpler will follow up each of these 
hosts week-long revival services. Revivals at Onei- .decisions by counseling with each student. Some 
da are unique. Pastor Steve Crumpler will be baptized at Oneida Baptist 
schedules the visiting preacher and wor- THIS IS Church. Others may prefer to be baptized 
ship leader. These men lead us in wor- ONEIDA in their home churches. 
ship each evening and also lead our daily ,---..,,.,,,..,----, Brian's messages Friday were aimed 
chapel services. They face a daunting especially at the Christians in the congre-
task- 12-worship services for a congre- gation. He challenged us to take a stand 
gation that includes OBI faculty and st.ut;, for Christ, no matter what it may cost. 
other church members and about 4f ~--• That evening, we had two invitations. The 
young people. ,,,,,,,, . .....,,_,'*'" first invitation was to those who wished 

Our fall revival was Sept. 12-17. The -~-~· to give their lives to the Lord for the first 
preacher was Brian Curry, pastor of Mun- time. Then Brian invited Christians to 
ford ville Baptist Church. Richard Sum- come forward to demonstrate their will-
mers was our worship leader. He is the ingness to lay down their lives for Jesus. 
minister of music at First Baptist Church . The altar was full as young people re-
in Greenville. Brian and Richard were W.F. Underwood sponded, signaling their dedication to 
such a blessing. We appreciate their la- ------- Christ. 
bor of love and are grateful to their churches and Monday of revival week was a special time. Our 
families for allowing them to come. Their love for county is one of many that has suffered from the 
the Lord and for our people was evident as they gave . • summer drought. During the sermon ih chapel on 
of themselves. . . Monday, a gentle rain began to fall. Brian stopped 

During revival weeks, we require our students to his message as we all heard the sound of the rain­
attend worship one evening. The other night-time drops. "Praise God," he said with a smile. "It's rain~ 
services are optional. This year, each evening many ing." The Lord sent us some much-needed rain, and 
students chose to come to worship. They participat- showered us with spiritual blessings as well. 
ed well, gladly singing the hymns and listening 
attentively. • 

Oneida Baptist Church worship leader Angela 
Roberts invited people to help with the special mu­
sic each night. Students as well as adults volunteered 

Denise Spencer is director of communications for Onei­
da Baptist Institute. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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Taipei and began providing aid and 
comfort to people still trapped in the 
rubble. More than 36 hours after the 
quake, rescue workers were still trying 
frantically to get trapped survivors out 
of the building. 

The 1MB mission organization in 
Taiwan donated cash to help the Guard­
ian Angels group buy relief supplies and 
may request additional Southern Bap­
tist aid funds for other efforts. Other 
mission funds went to the Chinese 
Christian Relief Association of Taiwan, 
which is working to coordinate Chris­
tian relief efforts in the hardest-hit ar­
eas of Nantou County. Needs include 
food, blankets, tents and basic medical 
supplies. • 

Southern Baptists also are investigat­
ing delivery oflarge numbers of tents if 
missionaries are allowed into the most 
damaged areas. An IMB relief special­
ist traveled to Taiwan last week to as­
sess the situation and seek access to the 
areas. The Taiwan government has re­
stricted entry to the worst-hit region 
because of the danger of landslides and 
damage to roads and bridges. 

The day after the quake, 1MB mis­
sionaries in Taipei purchased addition­
al medical supplies, bedding, food and 
water for transport to Puli Christian 
Hospital in Taichung, which is jammed 
with injured survivors. Medical facili­
ties are "extremely stressed" in central 
Taiwan, Cunnyngham said, and water 
supplies are feared contaminated. 

Contributions designated for Taiwan 
relief efforts may be sent to Southern 
Baptist Hunger and Relief, P.O. Box 

6767, Richmond, VA 23230. 
U.S.-based Southern Baptist disas­

ter relief specialists who held disaster 
response training seminars in Taiwan 
just six months ago are working with 
missionaries and Taiwan officials to de­
liver five water purification units to Tai­
wan. A seven-person Southern Baptist 
team planned to leave for the island 
Sept. 27 to train locals to use the equip­
ment. 

All of the 70-plus Southern Baptist 
missionaries and their families in Tai­
wan were confirmed to be safe. Several 
families who live in high-rise apart­
ments in the quake zone were badly 
shaken, however, and planned to stay 
with other families for a few days. 

"We're OK," Puckett said. He de­
scribed the earthquake as "a big ride­
big, strong, long and loud. It went on 
and on. (It was) difficult to walk at first. 
Two very big aftershocks came within 
20 minutes, which let us know this one 
wasn;t like the other earthquakes we 
had be~n through here in Taiwan. There 
have been 1,000 aftershocks since then, 
with about 10 over 5.0 on the Richter 
scale. 

"Pray especially for the people of 
Taiwan. There is a very somber mood 
here today-almost palpable. People 
are numbed by the experience . . . and by 
the carnage they have seen in person or 
on the television. Pray for the 97 per­
cent of the people of Taiwan that don't 
know Christ as their Savior. And ~spe­
cially pray for believers here to be 'do­
ers of the word' during these difficult 
days." 

Returns on your investment 
The road outside Ravenna in 

Elliott County parallels Tipton 
Ridge with farmland in the valley. 
It was a beautiful sunny Sunday. On 
the last two miles to Cow Creek 
Baptist Church I slowly followed 
two tractors with wagons of tobac­
co headed for the barn. A closed 
roadside store held memories of 
many travelers who once used this 

The worship service included a 
youth group that sang and did a con­
temporary drama presentation. 
Members rejoiced with those who 
celebrated birthdays. I was drawn 
in by the genuine Christine fellow­
ship. 

At lunch, I met a farmer from 
across the ridge who had not attend­
ed church in 30 years but then had 

main thoroughfare to 
Eastern Kentucky. Some 
church growth specialists 
wouldn't consider this a 
likely place for a thriving 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

congregation. 
It was homecoming 

Sunday, and high school 
senior Jonathan Newton 
was putting out chairs. 
"We always bring out the 
chairs when we eat," he 
said. "Tell me about your • 
pastor," I asked. "He's a 
good preacher and knows Bill Whittaker 

come to Christ after heart 
surgery and the persistent 
witness of a loving pas­
tor. He was one of five 
the church recently had 
baptized. Three high 
school seniors recently 
received $1,000 scholar­
ships to attend college. 
The church operates a 
food pantry. Two of the 
children who attended 
Boone's Creek camp this 
summer were saved dur­
ing camp. 

what he's talking about," 
Jonathan quickly replied. 

With a smile, deacon Gordon 
Tate said he · needed much more 
time to tell me the rest of the story. 

Joe and Noreen Lahrmer moved 
to Cow Creek in 1989. "I heard 
these horror stories about short pas­
torates," Joe said. "But this is a good 
place to minister. Satan waits for us 
to get discouraged. Anybody can 
quit, but it requires the Lord's help 
to stay and grow. People can.'t get 
to know you in a short time." 

The wall in the pas­
tor's study displayed his Clear 
Creek degree and the plaque recog­
nizing "Greatest Progress as a Stu- • 
dent." 

The afternoon drive to other as­
signments came with greater moti­
vation because of my visit to Cow 
Creek. To see the return on the 
investment in folks like Joe and 
Noreen Lahrmer is worth it all. 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 



Simplicity: Finding Peace by Unclut­
tering Your Life. Kim Thomas. Broad­
man & Holman, 1999. 60 pages. 
$8.99. ♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

In this book Kim Thomas issues 
a call for women to "declutter" their 
lives. This "decluttering" is summed 
up in seeking simplicity in life. Th­
omas shares with the reader her own 
pilgrimage to simplicity. 

In order to accomplish simplici­
ty she proposes a three-part process _ 
based' on Hebrews 12: 1-2: laying 
aside each encumbrance 
(decluttering); running the 
race (persevering) and fix­
ing our eyes on Jesus (fo­
cusing). Thomas proposes 
that . simplicity can be 
found by app lying this 
three-part process to the 
physical world, relational/ 
emotional world and spir­
itual world. 

Each of the three sec­
tions of the book is devoted to an ex­
ploration of what this process means 
for each world. Thomas writes with 
clarity and conviction. She uses am­
ple stories and situations which will 
readily connect with women, wheth­
er they work outside-the home or not. 

The book is full of practical sug­
gestions, from cleaning out unused 
material possessions to how to have a 
spiritual lifestyle centered around 
"five habits of holiness": meditation, 
prayer, fasting, the Eucharist and wor­
ship. 

Thomas interacts with other writ­
ers such as Thomas Merton, Freder­
ick Buechner and Richard Foster 
through well-placed quotations. 
Thomas has kept it simple while ac­
complishing her goal of challenging 
women to simplicity. Along the way 
she also offers encouragement that 
simplicity can be obtained, Wayne 
Hager 

\By C,ad'White 
MissiS$ippi Baptist Record 

Lessons from the Pit: A Successful 
Veteran of the Chicago Mercantile 
Exchange Shows Executives How to 
Thrive in a Competitive Environment. 
Joseph Leininger. Broadman & Hol­
man, 1999. 201 pages. $14.99. ♦ 

After reading Lessons from the Pit, 
I am still trying to figure out what the 
point is. I am even more confused 
about why Broadman & Holman de­
cided to publish it. 

On the one hand, it reads like a 
motivational book whose purpose is 

to coach readers in the art 
of becoming a financial 
success. On the other hand, 
the author wants to tie the 
lessons he has learned about 
life in the business world to 
his Christian faith. He suc­
ceeds better at the first than 
the second. 

Jose ph Leininger 
clawed his way from a mere 
clerk at the Chicago Mer­

cantile Exchange to one of the most 
successful traders in the Eurodollar 
Pit. Throughout the book, he describes 
with relish the adrenaline rush and 
thrill of life in the trading pits with its 
maddening pace, and split-second de­
cision-making. He revels in the thrill 
of competing with others, not to men­
tion the joy of pulling off a huge trad­
ing coup over others in the pit. 

Occasionally he stops to pay hom­
age to the possible conflicts between 
the Christian lifestyle and his occupa­
tion, but rarely does he show any signs 
of a true struggle between his dog-eat­
dog career and the Christian calling 
to servanthood. I was chagrined at his 
misappropriation of biblical material 
to buttress his case for how to thrive 
in a competitive world. 

Overall, I found this book of no 
real value in dealing with the interface 
of Christian faith and the demands of 
the marketplace. Jim Holladay 

CLINJ:O~ 1 ·Mjs?.· (ABP)~As ~c,qq1Yrn~i~t 
\ivho wrjtes about. spirjtuaLthe[DySi.(l''t~e tC 
secutar magazine: Salon, best0se1Hr1g\ / 'i 
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"somewhat subversive Chri~tian yvriter:?f 

. __ •••.. ,''Subvers.iye used to meaffy9u 1/\/{0te;, 
• abdytcprJ7munist stuff for normaEp_eoole. 
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Return to Worship: A God-Centered 
Approach. Ron Owens with Jan 
McMurray. Broadman & Holman, 
1999. 210 pages. $12.99. ♦♦♦♦ 

Ron Owens is an associate with 
Henry Blackaby, the author of the 
hugely popular Experiencing God 
Bible study. You would therefore ex­
pect his approach to any subject to be 
especially sensitive to God's presence 
and guidance. Owens fulfills this ex -
pectation in this fine book on worship. 
The guiding principle is that worship 
is for God, not us, and we 
should discover through 
Scripture what God's ex­
pectations are for our wor­
ship. 

Owens adds his voice, in 
print, to the growing num­
ber of authors who are re­
acting to the recent trend in 
worship planning to be 
chiefly concerned with the 
style and method of wor­
ship. Owens contends that in order to 
offer God acceptable worship we must 
consider, first of all, the "Who" of 
worship. Owens' book is a series of 
37 letters, . written in general to the 
church as a whole and to worship lead­
ers specifically. 

His goal is to lay out a theology of 
• God and worship that_ will form the 
basis for our worship and then to en­
courage leaders of worship (pastors, 
ministers of music, choir members, 
soloists, etc.) to apply this theology to 
their contributions as leaders. Owens 
encourages worship leaders to move 
to a consideration of more than just 
musical style in determining worship. 
He discusses preaching, reading of 

. Scripture, prayer, the offering and oth­
er activities. His is one of the most 
comprehensive considerations of re­
cent conservative contributions to 
worship and worth the read. Wayne 
Hager 

A Bolder Pulpit: Reclaiming the Moral 
Dimension of Preaching. David 
Gushee and Robert Long. Judson 
Press, 1999. 203 pages. $15. ♦♦♦ 

David Gushee and Robert Long 
teamed up to write this book out of 
the conviction that "far too few min­
isters adequately address the moral life 
in their preaching ministry, and that 
their failure contributes to the moral 
malnourishment of the contemporary 
church." 

They are convinced that "those 
who preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ need to think as 
seriously about the ethical 
dimensions of the Christian 
message as they do about 
the gospel's theological, 
doctrinal and pastoral com­
ponents." This book is their 
effort to help pastors pre­
pare sermons that speak to 
the Christian moral life. 

The fust part of the book 
deals with methodology. In the first 
two chapters, they offer a diagnosis of 
the current "moral vacuum" in preach­
ing, as well as an attempt at "re-envi­
sioning the moral dimension of Chris­
tian preaching." The third chapter 
seeks to provide a "new approach to 
the task" of Christian preaching. 

The best insights were found in 
their definition of the Christian moral 
life as "the Spirit-empowered effort on 
the part of the disciples of Jesus Christ 
to discern and to practice a way oflife 
that conforms to the will of God and 
advances the kingdom of God".as well 
as their definition of the preaching task 
as the contextualization of the truth of 
God. 

Built on those two definitions, I 
found the second part of the book 
most beneficial. It contains 18 ser­
mons which offer a solid compendi­
um of sermons on the Christian moral 
life. Jim Holladay 

hed?Youwill J 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptisf Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager we lcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them. 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

souLin pµblicatid'. .. <· . . .. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi 

Rhye of Nebo Church was evangelist. 
Alan McCutchen is pastor of Donald­
son Church. 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

■ The churches of 
lfarkara Baptist 

Association in Tanzania 
as they deal with recent 

discord over accusations 
that some. leaders were 

practicing witchcraft 

■ The ministry of 
Kigoma Baptist Hospital 

in Tanzania. 

■ Follow-up to a two­
day "True Love Waits" 

seminar in Kigoma, 
Tanzania, held 

Sept. 21-23. 

■ Baptist 
representatives Mark 

and Susie Edworthy ask 
prayer for a new church 
start in Radosc, Poland. 

"Several people who 
faithfully attend this 

fellowship are close to 
accepting the Lord. Pray 

that these will soon 
make their decisions 

public and be ready to 
follow Him in baptism," 

they write. 

■ Ray Allen, evangelism 
team leader for the 

Baptist Convention of 
New England. 

■ William Galloway as 
he begins a new church 

in Waterville, Maine.-

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ JENKINS- Bill Tichenor will 
preach at First Church Oct. 3, 11 a.m. 
when the church observes "Share Jesus 
Now Commitment Sunday." Seven 
Mayle is pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Carlisle A venue 
Church will conduct revival services 
Oct. 8-10. Services begin at 7 p.m. Fri­
day and Saturday and 10:45 a.m. and 6 
p.m. Sunday. Jim Wilson will be the 

• evangelist, Toillmy Hellams will lead 
music. A chur.chwide dinner will be 
held at 6 p.m. Saturday. Steve Drake 
is interim pastor. 

Cloverleaf Church will host The 
Specks from Lebanon, Tenn., for a 
gospel music concert Oct. 8, 7:30 p.m. 
For information,-call (502) 367-0218. 
Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor. 

St. Matthews Church will host hu­
morist Dennis Swanberg Oct 9, 7 
p.m. for an "Evening of Mirth." The 
event is free with a love offering tak-

SEEKING: The School of Chris­
tian Studies at Ouachita Baptist Univer­
sity announces an opening for a tenure­
track faculty position available fall of 
2000 in the department of Christian 
ministries. Must have anEd.D or Ph.D. 
with an emphasis on Christian educa­
tion. Related teaching fields in survey 
of the Bible, interpreting the Bible; 
evangelism and church growth, pasto­
ral ministry, youth ministry or Christian 
counseling preferred. Practical experi­
ence in a Baptist church necessary. Re­
quired commitment to both scholarship 
and teaching/discipling undergraduates. 
Rank open. Send letter of application 
and currirulum vita to Dr. Terry Carter, 
chair of the department of Christian 
ministries, Ouachita Baptist University, 
PO Box 3683, Arkadelphia, AR 71998-
0001. • 

SEEKING: Part-time music direc­
tor and pianist for Southside Baptist 
Church, Bowling Green, Ky. Please 
submit resume to: Southside Baptist 
Church, c/o J.T. Haynes, 221 Sugar Mill 
Drive, Bowling Green, KY 42104. 

SEEKING: Bookkeeper/accoun­
tant. Small organization with subsid­
iary has immediate opening or full 
charge bookkeeper/accountant to 
manage two sets of computerized 
books. 35/hpw; excellent benefits; 
EOE. Send resume and salary require­
ments to: HRM, Kentucky Credit 
Union League, 3615 Newburg Road, 
Louisville, KY 40218; fax: (502) 459-
0189; or e-mail: kycul@kycul.org. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister to 
youth and children. Send resume to: 
Personnel Committee, Yorktown Bap­
tist Church, 7300 National Turnpike, 
Louisville, KY 40214. 

SEEKING: Dry Ridge Baptist 
Church is seeking a part-time minister 
of music. This position would consist 
of 10 to 15 hours per week. Dry Ridge 
is a growing church in a growing area. 
If interested you may send your resume 
to: Rev. Willie Ailstock, Dry Ridge 
Baptist Church, PQ Box 14, Dry Ridge, 
KY41035. 

SEEKING: Valley Station Baptist . 
is seeking a part-time minister of youth. 
Please call Karen Henderson, (502) 
937-4360. 
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en to benefit the Christmas Connec­
tion ministry for families in Louis­
ville's Portland community. For infor­
mation, call (502) 896-8882. Les Hol­
lon is pastor. 

Victory Memorial Church called 
Brandon Sehein as part-time minis­
ter of youth. James Veal is pastor. 
■ MADISONVILLE- Brodie Am­
brose, pastor of Immanuel Church, an­
nounced his retirement effective Sept. 
30. Ambrose will be available for sup­
ply; interims and revivals. To contact 
Ambrose, call (502) 825-8459. 
■ OWENSBORO- Paula Settle has 
accepted the position of Christian 
Women's Job Corps director for Ra­
leigh Association in Raleigh, N.C. Set­
tle is a native of Owensboro and former 
member of Third Church. 
■ PRINCETON- Donaldson Church 
reported three people made professions 
of faith during a recent revival. Terry 

■ RICHMOND-Red House Church 
participated in the Campus Prayer Jour- . 
ney '99. Sixty-seven parents and grand­
parents prayed for the students and 
teachers as they walked around six ele­
mentary, middle and high schools. Lar­
ry Sizemore is pastor, Chris Kurtz is 
associate pastor to students and Linda 
Coulter is minister to children. _ 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE-Bardstown 
Junction Church called Mark Harri­
son, a native of Campbellsville, as pas­
tor. Harrison comes from Zion Hill 
Church ofBlue Springs, Miss. 

Isaac McDonald of Elizabethtown 
had been serving as interim pastor of 
Bardstown Junction Church. He is . 
available for pulpit supply and other 
interim ministries and can be contact­
ed at (270) 737-7731. 
■ SHEPHERDSVILLE- Jo Nidiffer 
resigned as minister to children at First 
Church to become minister of children 
at Pleasant Grove Church. Rich Lloyd 
is pastor of First Baptist. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Florida Baptist Chil­

dren's Home is looking for Christian 
couples who have a God-given desire 
to join our ministies in Jacksonville, 
Tallashasse, Miami, Fort Myers and 
Lakeland to offer love and guidance to 
children and youth who are in our care. 
These couples would live in a cottage 
and supervise.the young people in ev­
eryday living with support from a team 
of other staff. For application, call Carl 
Willis, program administrator, (941) 
687-8811. You also may e-mail to 
fbch400@aol.com. Why not follow 
God's leading to a rewarded ministry? 

SEEKING: Minister of worship for 
Glasgow Baptist Church-400 worship 
attendance in two services. $40,000-

• $45,000 package range, depending on 
qualifications. The successful candidate 
has·strong musical skills, broad experi­
ence in worship and is currently part of 
a vital ministry. Send resume to: Wor­
ship Search Committee, Glasgow Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 489, Glasgow, KY 
42142. Our Web site is : www.glasgow 
baptist.com. 

SEEKING: Associate minister/ 
youth and young adults. Marlow 
Heights Baptist Church, Front Royal, . 
Va., an established moderate Baptist 
church, seeks a full-time associate min­
ister. The candidate should be a semi­
nary graduate, possess a mature Chris­
tian faith, exhibit a genuine caring 
Christian attitude toward others and re­
late well to youth and young adults . 
Please send confidential resume to: 
Marlow Heights Baptist Church, 517 

. Braxton Road, Front Royal, VA 22630, 
Attn: Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Pastor- student and/or 
bivocational. Bethlehem Baptist 
Chw·ch, Bethlehem, Henry County, Ky. 
Please send resume to: Elaine Rankin, 
3844 Bethlehem Road, Pleasureville, 
KY 40057. Resumes accepted until Oct. 
18, 1999. 

SEEKING: People with secretari­
al experience and computer application 
skills to accept temporary work assign­
ments for work at KBC building, Mid­
dletown. Contact: Administrative Ser- • 
vices Department, Kentucky Baptist 
Convention, Louisville, -Ky. Phone: 
(502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Leitchfield, Ky., is prayerfully seeking 
a full-time minister of youth/activities. 
The minister must be spiritually mind­
ed, genuinely called by God with a sin­
cere dedication to minister.to the youth 
of our church and community. The min­
ister should be a leader, self-motivated 
and capable of developing programs for 
our youth and activities center under 
construction. If you feel led to work 
where God is working, please reply to: 
Brad Travis, chairman, Personnel Com­
mittee, First Baptist Church, 106 East 
Walnut St., Leitchfield, KY 42754. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis­
ter. New Harvest Baptist Church, 815 
N Main St., Caneyville; KY. Please 
send resume to PO Box 118, 
Caneyville, KY 40701, or call (270) 
897-4020. 

SEEKING: Florida Baptist Chil­
dren's Homes in Miami, Fla., is seek­
ing an individual to be responsible for 
management of residential program in 
South Florida. Master's degree in relat­
ed field and experience in residential 
child care required. Excellent salary and 
benefits. Call Charlie Cox at (305) 271-
4121. 

SEEKING: New Salem Baptist 
Church near Bardstown is seeking a 
part-time minister to students with pri­
mary focus on ministering in an estab­
lished y'outh program. Send resume to: 
New Salem Baptist Church, 2775 
Deatsville Road, Cox's Creek, KY 
40013. 

SEEKING: WMU associate for 
adults. Position requires knowledge of 
WMU; commitment to missions edu­
cation; master's d~gree. Applications 
will be accepted until the position is 
filled. In order to be given full consid­
eration, applications should be received 
by Oct. 15. Send resume with referenc­
es to: Personnel Committee, Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary Union, PO Box 
4365691 Louisville, KY 40253. 

SEEKING: • Mexico )3aptist 
Church is seeking a part-time minis­
ter of youth: Good potential for 
growth in youth department. Send re­
sume or contact: Rodney Groff, 175 
Mexico Road, Marion, KY 42064. 
(270) 965-9026. 
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SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Maple Grove Baptist Church. Please 
send resume to: Search Committee, 
Maple Grove Baptist Church, 5911 E. 
Manslick Road, ., Lo,ui,c;ville, KY 
40219. 

SEEKING: Piano musician. We 
are a growing chur.i:;h }Vith adult and • 
children's choirs·. Our worship includes 
contemporary and traditional music. 
Approximately five hours per week; 
pay is negotiable. Located in Bullitt 
County, 30 miles south of Louisville 
and 14 miles west of Bardstown direct-
1 y across from Bernheim Forest. Con­
tact Greg Crenshaw collect, (502) 543-
8477. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis­
ter fqr Graefenburg Baptist Church 
(Shelby County, Ky.). Resume should 
be sent to: Personnel Committee, 
Graefenburg Baptist Church, ·I 1288 
Frankfort Road, Waddy, KY 40076. 

SEEKING: Blackjack Baptist 
Church, Franklin, Ky., a rural church -­
with approximately 100 in Sunday 
school, is prayerfully seeking a full-time 
pastor. Please contact: Weston Smith, 
220 Turnertown Road, Franklin, KY 
42134; (270) 586-7466. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and children. Minimum educa­
tion and experience required. Send re­
sume to: Calhoun Baptist Church, PO 
Box 283, Calhoun, KY 42327. Dead­
line ls Sept. 30. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church at 5610 US Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking a part­
time children and youth minister. If you 
feel God calling yo,u to this area to work 
with children, send resume to: Ms. Bry­
an, 530 Alfa Drive, Frankfort, KY 
40601. • 

SEEKING: Part-time worship 
leader for Allen First Baptist Church to 
lead the choir and congregation in ac­
tive praise and worship. Send resume 
to: Worship Leader, ·First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 541, Allen, KY 4160 I. 

FOR SALE: Attention youth 
groups: We have 30 tickets for Youth­
Link 2000 meeting in St. Louis, Mo. 
Each ticket will cost $60. Please call 
New Salem Baptist Church ASAP: 
(502) 348-8260. 



PEOPLE 
Alabama man reaches youth through extreme sport~ 
By Rex Harrell 
Alabama Baptist 

GLENCOE, Ala. (BP)-Descend­
ing a mile and a half into the earth, 
the group of Baptist youth sat down 
on the floor of the cave to catch their 
breath. The lights on top of their heads 
illuminated the dark passages that 
crawled through the cavern like a 
labyrinth. 

One by one each headlamp flickered 
off, and the darkness crept upon them. 
As the last light went out, the blackness 
consumed the group. The youth could 
not even see their own hands in front of 
their faces. 

"This is what hell is like," whispered 
Joe Brothers, a member of First Baptist 
Church of Glencoe, Ala., and cave 
guide for the group. "Jesus says in John 
8: 12 that 'I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.' Anyone can have the light that 
Jesus provides in a dark world, if they 
are only willing," Brothers explained. 

"It is as easy to get Jesus as it is to 
tum that light on, on your head," said 
13-year-old Mandy Davis of Paden 
-Baptist Church in Gadsden, Ala. "But 
people would rather walk in the dark," 
she said after sharing her fear that she 
might have to find her own way out of 
Blowing Rock Cave in Scottsboro, Ala. 

Brothers, who has been taking youth 
and Royal Ambassadors on caving, hik­
ing, rappelling and climbing expeditions 
for near! y 30 years, uses the experienc­
es to teach kids about God and over­
coming obstacles. "I don't have the gift 
of teaching Sunday school, which I 
think is harder, but this is something I 

enjoy doing, and God has given me a 
love for it," said Brothers, who began 
camping and rappelling as a Boy Scout. 

''These kids cannot stand out here 
and not know that there is a God," 
Brothers said while tying down ropes 
on the edge of a cliff overlooking miles 
of countryside. 

Brothers believes the outdoor expe­
riences build self-esteem and character 
in the youth. 

"A lot of times these kids get picked 
on for being in church," he said. "But 
going on these climbing and caving trips 
is exciting and 'cool' to them and to 
their peers." 

It also brings new kids to church and 
provides opportunities for them to hear 
the gospel, he noted. 

At 21, Brothers got his first oppor­
tunity to lead a group of RAs at his 
church on an expedition. With his pre­
vious experience in the Marine Corps· 
and his years as a Boy Scout, he knew 
what tools to teach them to be responsi­
ble, selfless and God0fearing. 

·"We do activities that promote team­
work all the time," said Brothers, who 
takes 30-40 youth each year on a three­
day camping and skill course event he 
calls Camp Monsoon. These challeng­
es combine caving, navigation, rappel­
ling and climbing that create an atmo­
sphere of teamwork for the youth. 
_ "We have activities you can't think 
through by yourself but only with the 
help of others," he said. ''These are not 
just camps for fun, but we have the 
whole event planned out with challeng­
es that help them grow and see the Lord 
in nature around them." 

''This camp is great," said Jessica 
Houston, 16, a member of First Baptist 

Church of Glencoe. "You can have fun 
being a Christian. I think Joe really ex­
presses God's love and his love for us 
with these camps," she said. 

It is important for teens to have role 
models like Brothers, she added. 

Ralph Nunn, a member of White's 
Chapel Baptist-CrossPoint Communi­
ty Church in Gadsden, Ala., and an as­
sistant on many of Brothers' excursions, 
has seen youth grow through Brothers' 
desire to love and teach them. "I have 
seen kids that have gone from being to­
tally introverted to outgoing and confi­
dent because of the opportunity Joe 
gives them." 

Brothers said aparticipanr doe~ 'r 
have to be a "super athlete" to be in­
volved in caving or climbing. He or she 
just has to concentrate and learn, he said. 

"No one should ever get involved (in 
caving, climbing or rappelling) without 
a very experienced guide being along­
side them," Brothers noted. "Books are 
great to cover basics, but until you are 
out there doing it, you never know what_ 
situation will arise." 

While the activities are dangerous, 
Brothers has managed to keep his 
groups free of major accidents in the 28 
years he has led youth expeditions. He 

. has seen nothing more than a few 
scraped knees and minor bruises. 

"I always back up and even double 
back up most everything I am doing," 
he said. "You can never be too careful." 

Still, there have been some harrow­
ing experiences for Brothers. He de­
scribed one incident when he was in a 
cave several miles underground and 
entered a passageway with thin air. It 
was difficult to breathe or concentrate, 
he said. But with teamwork and prayer, 

the group made it through the difficult 
area. Another frightening time came 
when Brothers' daughter Jill fell 15 feet 
while rock climbing. 

''That was scary," said Jill, a sopho­
more at Jacksonville State University in 
Alabama. But it didn't stop the father­
daughter rock-climbing team. -

Brothers leads his excursions year­
round and works with the Alabama 
State Board of Missions in organizing 
groups. For more information, contact 
Brothers at (256) 494-958 l. 

ADVENTURE MINISTRY 
Joe Brothers (right) goes 
through a cave passageway 
with Phillip Davis of Paden 
Baptist Church in Gadsden, 
Ala, Brothers leads groups 
on caving, rappelling and 
climbing expeditions as an 
outreach ministry and to 
build character and self­
esteem. (BP photo by Rex 
Harrell) 

"Wonderful as 
our blessed 
forgiveness is, 
living on earth is 
far more complex 
than being 
forgiven." 
Bill Gillham 
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In a continuing effort to off er ongoing educational preparation for adults 
called · of God · into Christian service, Clear Creek Baptist Bible College 
announces: 

Week-end College 
Beginning January 15, 2Q 
for those who -caomf('a.-t; 
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CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE 
' • --

300CLEARCREEKROAD, PINEVILLE, KENTUCKY 40977-9754 

. □ (606) 337-3196 . . Fax: (606) 337-2372 · 

··· Internet: www.ccbbc.edu • 
, (i • 

• E~Mail: 

President: bwhittaker~saintmail~net 
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Admis~ons: . jbaritett'C~saintmail.net_ • Cqllege ~elations: dfox@safutmaitnet 
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