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Southern Seminary has
been sued by a student
who was suspended
after being accused of
cheating on a quiz.
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“Jesus” film

The Kentucky Baptist
Convention’s evangelism
department is offering
the “Jesus” film at low
cost to churches and

associations. Page 3. |

Service

James Smith recently
was henered by his
peers as Director of
Missions of the Year.
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Editorial

Completing “The
Unfinished Task” will
take a renewed
commitment by
Southern Baptists.
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Educator: Let children experience pain of wrongdoing

By Terri Lackey
SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

NASHVILLE (BP)—If children
are to develop integrity, they must be
allowed to feel the pain of their own
wrongdoing, an educator and author
said. -

“We want our children to be re-
sponsible, but we don’t hold them ac-
countable for anything that would
upset them, make them feel bad or
lower their self-esteem,” Madelyn

Swift told children’s leaders attending

a national conference in Nashville.

Swift, president of Childright, an
educational consulting and training
firm, said that if children are never
held accountable for a wrongful ac-
tion—"if they never hurt enough over
it"—they won’t learn to change their
behavior.

“We need our children to feel pain,
but we don’t want to cause it. We want
to allow them the pain they earn for
themselves.” :

Swift gave the example of a young
man who was expected to give water
to the family’s elderly dog while his

parents were away. The boy failed to
provide water for the dog during a hot,
dry summer, and the dog died.

The mother attempted to comfort :

her son by telling him the dog was old
anyway and would have died soon,
said -Swift, who considered this the
wrong method of parenting. The
mother should have been there for her
son and hugged him, but she should
not have tried to make him feel better
for his wreng actions, she said.

“Our job is to help a kid live
through it, but let him learn his les-
sons. To deny a child his pain denies
him the opportunity to develop char-
acter and conscience.”

Teaching children integrity and
helping them build character requires
rethinking some trusted educational
paradigms, Swift said.

For example, proximity praise, or
publicly praising one child displaying
good behavior when the intent is to
discipline another child with bad be-
havior, sends children the wrong mes-
sage, she said.

“Proximity praise is really terrible
even though most of you are taught to

auri

do it. The more directly you commu-
nicate, the more healthy it is.”

Swift suggested teachers simply
ask a child who is not paying atten-
tion in class to do so rather than prais-
ing another child for exhibiting cor-
rect behavior.

“Being direct does not mean you
have to be ugly. What you are doing
is sending the message to the child it
was intended for rather than creating
ill will by being indirect.”

Another misdirected teaching tool,
Swift believes, is exuberant praise for
successes while making no comments
about failures.

“One of the bill of goods we sell
our children is that success is very im-
portant,” she said. “What we are do-
ing here is hooking self-esteem on
success and accomplishments. What
happens to self-esteem when our chil-
dren fail or when they make a mis-
take?” she asked. :

She said she believes parents and
teachers who treat successes and fail-
ures with equal importance are ulti-
mately allowing children to risk fail-
ures safely.

“In a healthy child, 85 percent of his
self-esteem comes from someplace else
besides his successes,” she said.

Swift also said parents and teachers
shouldn’t use the statement, “I like you,
butIdon’t like what you are doing.”

“This is a huge integrity conflict,”
she said.

“First of all, it’s simply not true. You
cannot separate the deed from the doer.”

The key to teaching children ac-

countability is to hold them responsible -

for what they do, she said:

The intent of teaching children in-
tegrity, character and conscience, Swift
said, is not to try to make them feel good
about themselves, but to help them feel
right about themselves.

“If they act wrong, they’ll feel
wrong. If they act right, they’ll feel
.I'i ght.”

Swift is author of “Discipline for

Life: Getting It Right with Children,” a

study program on discipline for leaders
and teachers of children. More informa-
tion may be found on her Internet site
at www.childright.com.

More stories from LifeWay’s children’s
ministry conference are on page 9

the
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_ BAPTISTS

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—A student at South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary has
filed a lawsuit against the seminary,
President Al Mohler and four other ad-
ministrators and professors, charging
breach of contract and denial of due
process.

The suit was filed Nov. 16 in Jeffer-
son Circuit Court on behalf of Henry
Judy after seminary officials suspend-
ed him five weeks before the end of his
final semester. He was suspended
through December 2000 after a profes-
sor accused him of cheating on a quiz.

Circuit Court Judge Steve Mershon
issued a temporary injunction against
the seminary, ordering that Judy be re-
instated as a student and allowed “to
take the final exams in all classes in
which he is currently enrolled.” Semi-
nary officials have appealed the injunc-
tion, claiming they were denied due pro-
cess prior to the judge’s order.

2 WESTERN RECORDER ® NOVENVBER 30, 1999

The appeal also cites First Amend-
ment concerns, noting Southern’s right
“to determine whether its students meet
the spiritual, religious, moral and ethi-
cal standards” of the Southern Baptist
Convention. It adds that determining
“whether a student is qualified to con-
tinue his quest for a degree and to go
forth into the public ministry and carry
out the teachings of Jesus Christ is not
a judgment call subject to review by the
civil authority.”

A hearing on the injunction order is
scheduled for this week.

Daniel Akin, the seminary’s vice
president for academic administration,
declined to comment on the suspension
and lawsuit. Asked about the status of
the injunction against the seminary, he
added, “It would be absolutely inappro-
priate for me to say anything.”

Akin is among the defendants
named in the suit, along with Mohler;
Daniel Hatfield, vice president for stu-
dent services; and professors Eric
Mitchell and Russell Fuller.

Judy, a master of divinity student
who said he has maintained an “A”
average, was accused by Mitchell of
cheating on a quiz last month. He then
received a letter from Hatfield stating
that he was to be immediately suspend-
ed from classes through December
2000 and that Judy and his wife, Dar-
lene, would be evicted from seminary
housing at the end of the current semes-
ter.

“We commend you and Darlene to
the consolation of the Holy Spirit,” Hat-
field wrote. “We pray that you would
submit yourself to the correction of
Scripture, such that you might be mold-
ed by the Lord’s righteousness.”

Judy countered that he had not cheat-
ed, despite the fact he had faced a sim-
ilar accusation a year earlier. In re-

“sponse to the charges, he said he took a

polygraph test and “overwhelmingly
passed” but that seminary leaders de-
clined to consider the polygraph results.

Judy said he discovered all of his
grades for the semester were changed

IMB trustees approve $256.6

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (BP)—
Trustees of the Southern Baptist Inter-
national Mission Board approved a
record $256.6 million budget during
their recent meeting in Sacramento,
Calif.

Trustees also approved a $3 million
special appropriation from board re-
serves for special projects—$4 million
less than the amount requested by mis-
sionaries.

The budget includes $226.4 million
for operating expenses, $14.4 million
for capital outlays and $811,885 for spe-
cial contingencies.

Trustees also terminated missionary

Troy Haas of Kenya for “failure to
maintain a lifestyle in keeping with the
expectations of the International Mis-
sion Board.” Haas’ work among the
Turkana people group had been widely
featured in IMB publications. No addi-
tional details about Haas’ dismissal
were released by IMB officials.

In other action, board members ap-
pointed 55 new career and associate
missionaries, bringing the total number
of appointees in that category for the
year to 295.

Board members also approved a $15
million “challenge” budget which
would take effect if Southern Baptist

Student files lawsuit against Southern Seminary

to “F”’s on the day he was notified of
his suspension. “I proceeded on with the
appeal process as outlined in the Semi-
nary Student Handbook,” Judy said in
a sworn affidavit. “I did not realize that
my fate had already been determined
without a hearing.”

Judy appealed his suspension to the
seminary’s three-member Discipline
Council and then to the 10-member
Joint Discipline Committee that includ-
ed Fuller, the professor who had ac-
cused Judy of cheating last year. Judy
asked that Fuller be recused from the
hearing. His request was denied and the
committee voted 9-1 to uphold the sus-
pension.

In a final appeal to Mohler, Judy’s
suspension was again upheld.

“Dr. Mohler, in one of his sermons,
pointed out that we need to nurture and
encourage and love the sheep and if one
goes out, you bring him back and re-
store him,” Judy said. “Here you have
them saying, “We’re going to throw you
out of the pen for your own good.””

million budget

giving to the 1999 Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering reaches its $125 million
goal. Last year’s offering raised slight-
ly more than $101 million. :
Trustees approved a change in the
IMB’s overseas capital fund, allowing
35 percent of the yearly allocation from
that fund to be used to rent housing for
missionaries. In the past, the fund could
only be used for purchasing housing and
automobiles. Board officials said the
change was necessary because buying
housing often is not possible or econom-
ically wise in some of the new areas
around the world where IMB person-
nel are working.

LifeWay launches family-friendly Internet service

- NASHVILLE (BP)—LifeWay
Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention is offering filtered
access to the World Wide Web via
“LifeWayonline,” effective Dec. 1.
LifeWay is partnering with Rated-
G Online, an established Internet ser-
vice provider, according to Ted War-
ren, LifeWay executive vice president.
Warren said LifeWayonline will fil-

BAPTIST BITS

ter out more than 20 categories of of-
fensive material including pomography,
alcohol and drug use, gambling, weap-
ons and bomb-making, violence, pro-
fanity and selected chat sites.

LifeWayonline will feature special
sections for families, teens and children.
It also will include sections on entertain-
ment, weather, travel, sports, comput-
ing, education and business.

“Through LifeWayonline, we want
to protect people from harmful materi-
al while providing them activities and
information to strengthen their spiritual
lives, address life issues and provide
relaxation and enjoyment,” Warren
added.

For information or to subscribe, call
toll-free at (888) 454-5965 or subscribe
on-line at www lifewayonline. com.
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‘Jesus’ film available for mass distribution

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LOUISVILLE—Churches inter-
ested in using the ‘“Jesus” film pro-
duced by Campus Crusade for Christ
will soon be able to order videotapes
through the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention at a reduced rate.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention
is partnering with the Indiana and
West Virginia state Baptist conven-
tions to offer “Jesus” videos to church-
es for distribution at a reduced cost of
$3.30 per video, plus shipping.

A total of 5,000 copies will be
available through the KBC’s evange-
lism growth team..

“Jesus” is an award-winning 83-
minute dramatization of the Gospel of
Luke that is followed by an invitation
to make a profession of faith in Christ.

More than 90 million people
worldwide have indicated decisions to
follow Christ as a result of viewing the
film, according to materials from the
Jesus Film Project, the Campus Cru-
sade for Christ ministry that spear-
heads distribution.

“More have come to know Christ
through the ‘Jesus’ video that any other
man-made evangelism tool,” said Dan
Garland, KBC evangelism growth team
leader. A key to the film’s success is it’s

simplicity, he said. “The film is an al-

most-verbatim presentation of the Gos-
pel of Luke through which the Holy
Spirit brings a sense of conviction on

JESUS FILM A total of 5,000 copies of the ‘Jesus’ film will be available through the KBC's

evangelism growth team. More than 90 million people worldwide have indicated decisions
to follow Christ as a result of viewing the film, according to promoters of the project.

the viewer,” he said.

The goal of the Jesus Film Project is
to offer the video to every household in
America. Since 1992, the video has
been distributed to 6 million homes na-
tionwide.

Garland said Kentucky Baptist
churches are encouraged to order cop-
ies for distribution in their communities.

Several churches in Kentucky al-
ready have distributed copies of the vid-
eo with positive results. In West Ken-
tucky, 26 people made professions of
faith in Christ after New Harmony Bap-

Richard Land urges students to

By Parker Hill
Campbellsville University

CAMPBELLSVILLE—A world-
wide expansion of the gospel is among

-the reasons the 20th century has seen a

growth in the persecution of Christians,
a Southern Baptist leader recently told
students at Campbellsville University

Christian persecution was among the -
“topics discussed by Richard Land,
executive director of the Ethics & Reli-

gious Liberty Commission of the South-
ern Baptist Convention, during his con-
vocation address at Campbellsville.
The plight of the persecuted church
is a “very somber subject,” Land said.

* More Christians have been martyred for

their faith in the 20th century than in any
other century, he said.

The expansion of Christianity has
taken the faith into countries where
there never have been Christians, he
said. In 1950, most born-again Chris-
tians lived in Europe, North America
and South America.

Today, he said, the most Christian
nation in terms of people who profess
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, is
South Korea. South Korea was estimat-
ed to have between 8 million and 10
million believers during the 1950s,
Land said. Now it is between 40 mil-
lion and 70 million, he said.

In China, Chinese Christians have
persevered and even flourished despite
oppression, Land added.

Nowhere are the horrendous scenes
of persecution worse than in the nation
of Sudan, according to Land. The gov-
ernment has tried to exterminate Chris-
tians by starving nearly 1 million peo-
ple and by an active slave trade of wom-
en and children. Christians literally are

PLEDGE CARDS Richard Lanad, president
of the Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission, urged students to
commit to a lifestyle free from substance
abuse during his address at Campbellsville
University. Land distributed pledge cards
for students, faculty and staff. (Campbells-
ville photo by Luiz Roza)

being nailed to crosses in Sudan and
parts of Ethiopia, Land added.

Nations might have a right to give
preference to an established religion, but

they do not have a right to rape, enslave,

imprison or kill people based on their
personal religious convictions, Land
said. Many nations are not living up to
the agreements they made as part of the
United Nations, he added.

“We must speak out against this
outrage.” Land said. “We, as a nation,
are the last superpower in the world.

tist Church in Wheatcroft distributed
130 copies of the video earlier this year,
Garland said.

Distributing the “Jesus” video is one

. of the easiest ways for smaller church-

es, Sunday school classes and individu-
als to do evangelism, Garland said. He
also emphasized. the importance of
praying for those who will receive the
video.

For more information about pur-
chasing videos, call the KBC evange-
lism growth team at (502) 254-4737 or
(888) 254-5722.

be ‘salt & light’

With great privileges come great re-

sponsibilities.

“We have the ability as a nation to
impact those nations that are allowing
this persecution to take place ... We can
force our government to make a differ-
ence, if we just will. In the meantime,
we need to intercede and pray,” he said.

United States citizens are not im-
mune to persecution, Land added. Un-
less there is a major revival, Christians
in.America will be affected, he said.

Today’s youth are being called to
lead a revival across America, Land
suggested. More young people are seri-
ous about their relationship with Jesus
and speaking freely about Him than he
has ever seen in his lifetime, Land add-
ed. :

Using Matthew 5:13-16, Land said
Christians are to be the salt and light of
the earth. These verses stress that Chris-
tians should be a moral preservative in
adecaying world.

“In order to be a moral disinfectant,
we have to come in contact with the
world,” he said.

Land said there is a difference be-
tween knowing about Jesus and truly
knowing Him. It is not until someone
knows Jesus and has a personal relation-
ship with Him that he or she is com-

- manded to be the salt, or moral preser-

vative.

“It is blasphemous of Christians to
feed the homeless but not tell them of
the Bread of Life, to clothe the home-
less but not tell them of the whole ar-
mor of God and to house and shelter the
homeless but not tell them of the many
mansions that await them in the Father’s
house,” Land said. “The salt of the law
can change actions only, but the light
of the gospel can change the heart.”

Wilder names
KBC chairmen

COVINGTON—
Recently elected KBC
president Terry Wilder
has named his
appointments for
chairmen to standing
committees of the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention and its
Executive Board. Those
appointed as chairmen
of KBC committees are:

8 Committee on
Arrangements, Rick
Robbins of Erlanger.

8 Committee on
Committees, Willis
Henson of Paduach.

B Committee on
Constitution and Bylaws,
Steve Hussung of :
Bowling Green.

i Committee on
Credentials, Jim
Abernathy of Covington.

8 Committee on
Nominations, Gerald
Sharon of Fort Thomas.

1 Committee on
Order of Business, Paul
Badgett of Pikeville.

1 Committee on
Public Affairs, Terry
Lester of London. -

§ Committee on
Resolutions, Gayle Toole
of Nicholasville.

Those appointed
chairmen of KBC
Executive Board
Committees are:

0 Administrative
Committee, Billy
Compton of
Elizabethtown.

1 Agencies and
Institutions Committee,
Ed Erwin of Shelbyville.

0 Business and
Finance Committee, Bob
Long of Louisville.

B Church Growth -
Committee, Craig ‘
Loscalzo of Lexington.

1 Evangelism Growth
Committee, Mike Stacey
of Olmstead.

0 Leadership
Development
Committee, Bob Swift
of Mayfield.

1 Missions Growth
Committee, Glenn
Armstrong of Beaver
Dam.

I Nominating
Committee, Bob Baker
of Lexington.

Wilder said his goal
was “to be as fair as |

| could be in representing

Kentucky Baptists across
the state.”
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Where is the vision?

I have never been more broken in
my entire life. My wife and I were
present for the state convention, much
to my dismay. The convention as a
whole was a marvelous affair, but the
exclusion of some essential elements
has provoked this letter.

The time was Tuesday afternoon,
Nov. 16 around 3 p.m. What occurred
next blew my wife and me away. Two
wonderful Christian gentlemen stood
to give nominations for the president of
the convention. This is no reflection on
them,; they were simply doing what was
expected and this is where
the problem begins. All I
heard during the nomina-
tion speeches for the pres-
idential candidates was
how big their churches
are, how they had more
degrees than a thermome-
ter, how much money
their church gave to the
Cooperative Program,
their annual budgets, etc. I
was literally sick to my stomach. There
was not one mention of whether they
loved the Lord, whether God had
anointed their ministries and was using
them to reach their communities for
Him. There was no mention of a vision
for Kentucky!

I cannot believe that every campaign
issue centered on numbers and status.
Woe unio us, Kentucky! Where has the
fire gone? Even worse yet, we didn’t
even take time to pray before we voted.
Is this not a travesty? I never dreamed

that a bunch of Christian people would

conduct business without first asking
God.

The Spirit of God fell on me so
strongly in that place that tears started
to flood and I grabbed my wife by the
hand and told her, “Come on, it is time
to go. We don’t belong here anymore.”
When prayer and vision cease to exist,
the convention will soon follow!

Davis S. Brown
Iuka

BAPTIST

FORUM

‘Editorial evaluation

Your convention issue editorial de-

- serves a bit of examination.

Guidelines for letters to be consid-
ered for the opinion page specify “pro-
vided they do not make a personal at-
tack on anyone.” ‘

“Political ploys in Kentucky?”
names Jerry Johnson and Al Mohler. It
uses “unfortunately,” “manipulate,”
“impose their political views on unsus-
pecting churches through some pseudo-
Baptist hierarchy,” “fiasco,” “mobiliz-
es students for political involvement”
and “SBC-style politics.” And the head-
line says “No thanks.”

The obvious question
is, since “Baptist entities
on the state and national
levels are there to serve the
people in the pews,” and
“the local church stands at
the top of the denomina-
tional structure”(Amen!),
and since both Southern
Seminary and the state pa-
pers are ““Cooperative Pro-
gram-supported” institutions, how can
an editor give his personal views in a
paper designed to serve all? Is our First
Amendment freedom, to say nothing of
our Baptist liberty, limited to editors?

Your Sept. 28 editorial opposing
changes in the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage statement supported something
like the motion presented at Covington,
though not mentioning—possibly not
even knowing—that such a motion
might be made. If it is (as I believe)
clearly your right to endorse a political
agenda (already in motion in other states
before your editorial), on what grounds
are employees of Southern Seminary
wrong in doing the same thing?

Is it just possible that we would all
profit if everyone—including those of
us who receive support through the
Cooperative Program—would simply
“speak the truth in love,” and not criti-
cize others?

Charles Blair
Clinton

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Reflections on a great convention

Renewing friendships, auxiliary
meetings and the convention program
made the days in Covington most
meaningful. Upon returning I want to
share some of my impressions:

First, I want to salute

career, church, association, state and
national conventions. Kentucky Bap-
tists understand that when you come
to the Kentucky Baptist Convention,
you put on your KBC messenger hat
and the mission of the KBC

Kentucky Baptists for their
generous support of evan-
gelism, missions, benevo-
lent ministries and Christian
higher education in Ken-
tucky and beyond. The
messengers approved a $21
million budget for 2000-
2001, with $7,476,000
(35.6 percent) earmarked
for world evangelism and
missions. This illustrates the
characteristic that I treasure most
about my fellow Kentucky Baptists—
their willingness to get involved in
missions. Everywhere I go across the
state I meet Kentucky Baptists who
have been to Africa, the Far East,
South America, Europe, Russia and
elsewhere.

I also commend Kentucky Baptists
for the way they conduct convention
business. Most Kentucky Baptists
wear many hats representing family,
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Bill Mackey

becomes the primary focus
of emphases and decisions.

In the fall issue of Lead-
er to Leader, Peter Drucker
wrote that the strength of an
organization is its ability to
maintain focus on a single
purpose. There is a delicate
balance between maintain-
ing that strength and at the
same time developing the
common good through cre-
ating community. The Great Commis-
sion must be our focus, but we build

relationships and community on the -

journey.

I also want to salute our Kentucky
Baptist institutions and agencies for
the most creative reporting I have ever
experienced at a convention. Videos,
testimonies and music were all used
to report in ways that touched not only
our minds but our hearts.

Hats off as well to the KBC staff

Editorial affirmation

Your editorial in the Nov. 16 issue
of the Western Recorder, “Political
ploys in Kentucky? No thanks,”
touched a response in my heart and
mind. I have admired your forthright-
ness and courage from your arrival.
Now I agree with this editorial whole-
heartedly. I want to affirm you.

My pastoral work in Newport for
10 years, in College Park, Ga., for 11
years and on the faculty at Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College for 23 years are
my credentials for writing to you.

Stick to your guns, Bro. Hender-
son, but expect that a specific group
will be opposed to you.

Dudley Thomas Pomeroy
Lexington

Daley memories

An incredible combination of
sadness and gladness swept over me
when I heard that Dr. .C.R. Daley
had died. Sadness, because one of
the most influential mentors in my
life was gone. Gladness, because he
really was ready to go.

I visited with Dr. Daley every time
I came back to Kentucky in recent
years. Those last years were not easy
ones for him, but to the very end, I
knew he was my friend and encour-
ager.

He was my Old Testament profes-
sor at Georgetown College in the ’50s.
My wife was his first secretary when
he went to the Western Recorder. He
led revivals and Bible studies in ev-
ery church I served as pastor, with the
exception of my current pastorate in
Mississippi.

His courage, his integrity, his wit
and his ability to maintain strong
friendships with people across a wide
spectrum of opinion on all kinds of is-
sues have been and remain sources of
inspiration to me. Thanks be to God
for this Christian statesman!

Dick Allison
Hattiesburg, Miss.

for excellent work in arrangements
and planning for the meeting and for
creative reporting on Executive Board
staff ministries. Many thanks to the
communications department staff
members for their leadership and me-
dia work. The convention theme “Em-
powered to Serve” complemented the
vision statement of the KBC staff.
That statement expressed in music
was the theme chorus for the conven-

tion. There were many compliments

from messengers.

The convention program pace and
inspiration were better than I have ever
experienced. Jeff Smith’s dramatic
theme interpretations touched everyone.
Messages by Charles Barnes, Mike
Caudill, Jim Henry and Ken and Beth
Perkins were outstanding. Music was
inspirational. Charles Barnes presided
with effectiveness and compassion.

Last, but certainly not least, I want
to commend Northern Kentucky Bap-
tists for their wonderful hospitality. Di-
rector of Missions Rick Robbins and the
Northern Kentucky Baptist Association
left no stone unturned to make our con-
vention first class all the way!

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Is long-term care
insurance right
option for you?
By Don Spencer

- Whether to purchase long-term
care insurance is a major decision

for  many
folks as they
getolder. The
decision is
made more
difficult be-
cause of the
complexity of

FINANCIAL
the subject.

Each person

must make his or her own decision.
Here are a few points for and
against buying long-term care in-
surance.

Reasons to buy:

0 Should you ever need long-
term care, it is important for you
to continue having control over
where and how you will receive
care, and you want to avoid reli-
ance on family and friends for care.

1 You can afford to purchase an
adequate policy. It should have in-
flation protection, an adequate dai-
ly benefit and probably should pro-
vide for a lifetime coverage'option
in case of Alzheimer’s disease.

1 Your income is sufficient and
you can afford a policy without a
major change to your lifestyle.

I You are in reasonably good
health and still young enough for
policy costs to be affordable.

B You need the peace of mind
of knowing such a policy can pro-
tect and preserve your financial -
resources for your heirs.

I You wish to transfer the risk
of incurring long-term care costs
rather than assuming that risk.

Reasons not to buy:

B Your income and assets are
relatively low and you will likely
qualify for Medicaid.

0 You are willing to assume the
financial risks of long-term care
costs and your assets are sufficient
to do so, realizing those costs will
be more than $100 per day.

l The cost and availability of
the insurance has become prohibi-
tive because of your age.

I You have poor health with
some major illness already diag-
nosed. Therefore, you cannot get
the insurance from a reputable
company, or the cost is excessive.

For more information check:

B “A Shopper’s Guide to Long-
Term Care Insurance,” Kentucky
Department of Insurance; (800)
595-6053.

B “Kentucky Consumer’s
Guide to Long-Term Care Insur-
ance” on the Internet at www.doi.
state.ky.us/consumertips/long-
term %20 care.htm.

I “Long-Term Care Planning:
A Dollar and Sense Guide,” pub-
lished by United Seniors Health
Cooperative; (800) 637-2604. Cost
is $18.50.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention’s annuity department
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. put a strain on a marriage that may not

How can grieving couple cope
with tragedy of child’s death?

Q: My husband and | know a couple who just lost a child
through a terrible accident. We’re worried that their
marriage may not survive because rather than bringing
them together, this tragedy seems to be pulling them
apart. How can we help?

What you are describing is not uncommon among couples
who have experienced the death of a
child. While one might assume that the
love they share for their child and the fact
that they need each other during such a
time would bring the couple closer, this
isn’t always the case. -

Sometimes the stress of a death can

be very strong anyway. Problems they
already may have in their marriage may
seem more pronounced and overwhelming than they would
otherwise. Sometimes, spouses simply have different
methods of coping with the experience.

Consider the following example. After a child’s death, one
parent feels the need to talk about the child, the death, the
pain and grief. She finds that talking is a relief and helps her
deal with her feelings. The husband, however, might need to
be alone to sort through his feelings and come to terms with
the death in his own way. He is grieving privately, not wanting
to talk much at all, even to his wife.

This situation wouldn’t necessarily be overwheiming if the
couple understands and respects their individual differences
and works within those differences to mieet each other’s
needs. But often communication is lacking.

When the individuals do not communicate their needs or
meet each other’s needs, this can lead to misunderstandings
and eventually to a wearing away of the relationship.

If you see this happening with your friends, encourage
them to talk to each other about their needs. You also might
suggest that they seek professional help to cope with the
death individually and as a couple.—Susan Howell

Q: My grandmother refuses to comply with the staff at the
nursing home where she is staying. They used a Mental
Status Examination to determine her ability to make
decisions for herself. What is that and is it a fair measure
of her thinking and reasoning ability?

The Mental Status Examination is an important, widely
used test for determining the capacity of the elderly to make
decisions. It is a useful tool for evaluating a wide range of
mental functions, from thlnkmg to the emotional status of the
person.

However, it is not without its practical limitations. For
example, the person who administers it should be objective,
experienced in administering the test and have a clear frame
of reference for assigning dysfunction.

More than one such test should be used to make such
decisions. Another helpful test is the Activities for Daily Living
Assessment. The combined information from the two tests
generates more exact conclusions.

Some elderly people become uncooperative due to general
unhappiness and dissatisfaction with their situation. This can
make mental functioning assessment complex.

If you have concerns about the results of the testing, ask
for information and a second opinion. The staff may or may
not receive the request openly, but your grandmother’s best
interest is at stake.

If there is a chaplain available, you might wish to ask for
his or her impressions of the circumstances. More input from
different perspectives is the key to accurate interpretation of
the situation.—Jon Rainbow

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell,
assistant professor of psychology at Campbelisville University; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat-
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253
or e-mail us at wesrec @nitr.net.

_organized Christian congregations.

FAMILY

FORUM

‘The Unfinished Task’—an urgent priority

“The Unfinished Task,” the theme for Southern Bap-
tists” 1999 Week of Prayer for International Missions,
is a stark reminder of the incredible challenge of seek-
ing to evangelize the world.

The theme being promoted by the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board primarily brings to mind
the goal of sharing the gospel with unreached people
groups. The needs in that area are tremendous. Nearly
one-third of the world’s population is made up of more
than 2,000 people groups that have had little
or no exposure to the gospel of Christ. Thou-
sands of other people groups still have few

For Southern Baptists to help make a dif-
ference among ‘such groups, there must be a
renewed and growing commitment to prayer,
financial support and personal involvement.
In addition to expanding the number of short-
term volunteers willing to give of their time
and resources, an increased number of career
missionaries is needed for str.tegic ministry
assignments around the globe.

- Butthe unfinished task extends far beyond TrenmsHenderson
the most obvious areas of need. In mission ————

fields where Southern Baptist workers have served for
decades, there still are tremendous spiritual needs. That
is among the reasons that thousands of Southern Bap-
tist congregations faithfully participate year after year
in the week of prayer and Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering for International Missions.

The Nov. 16 issue of the Western Recorder high-
lighted the ministries of several Kentucky Baptists serv-
ing God in such diverse settings as Costa Rica, South
Africa and South Korea. Their stories are timely re-
minders of the importance of all Southern Baptists
working together to pursue the unfinished task of shar-
ing the gospel with billions of people in need:

B In South Korea, missionary Steve Blanchard said

many Korean Christians “really have a desire to be a

part of God’s plan and not only evangelize their own
people but accept the Great Commission and go into
all the world.” By supporting Blanchard’s ministry

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

among South Korean college students, Kentucky Bap-
tists have the opportunity to multiply the impact of their
prayers and gifts as the students eventually minister
there and in other parts of the world.

B In South Africa, Kentucky natives Dale and Ann
Beighle are involved in a variety of ministry projects
ranging from Bible studies to helping organize a
church-sponsored preschool. Their congregation has
grown steadily from 10 people to 70. “We can’t exist
over there without prayer support and finan-
cial support as well,” Beighle said. “We try
to enlist as many prayer supporters as possi-
ble while we’re here.”

B In Costa Rica, Bill and Linda Egbert are
working with the Guaymi people group. De-
scribing the Guaymi as “very underevange-
lized,” Egbert said he “began to try to make
some inroads into their groups using medical
teams and doing some community projects.”
He and other workers have used the “Jesus”
video and other efforts to start seven new
preaching points among the Guaymi.

B Here in Kentucky, there are a variety of
opportunities for volunteers to become per-
sonally involved in international missions efforts. The
Kentucky Baptist Convention is sponsoring a number
of partnership missions projects in Poland and Tanza-
nia during the coming year. A growing number of
churches and associations also are helping provide
overseas ministry opportunities for church members.

Kentucky Baptist Convention President Terry
Wilder said one of his goals is “to encourage every Ken-
tucky Baptist to be a part of a missions project in the
year 2000, whether locally or overseas.”

Affirming his desire for the year 2000 to be “‘a Great
Commission year in Kentucky Baptist life,” Wilder
added, “The mission fields are white unto harvest here
in Kentucky and around the world.”

In the words of Jesus, His followers are called to
“go and make disciples of all nations.” Nearly 2,000
years later, it remains our unfinished—and urgent—
task.

What do you say about yourself?

world that he or she may begin to be-
lieve their own press clippings.

By David Tucker

Finally they said, “Who are you? Give
us an answer to take back to those who
sent us. What do you say about your-
self?” (John 1:22)

Billy Graham has had a life i in the
public eye. He has been
interviewed by countless
reporters, asked millions
of questions and exam-
ined by both the secular
and religious press. De-
spite all the fame and
lights, however, Billy
Graham is still consid-
ered a quiet and humble
man.

How can someone so

powerful and popular not be swept )

away with visions of greatness? He
does it by keeping perspective, the
same perspective of Scripture’s first

New Testament evangelist, John the .

Baptist.

Although in the middle of a wil-
derness, John, like Billy Graham, had
been preaching, baptizing and creat-
ing quite a stir. He had a following,
growing publicity, and in John 1:22
we find out he also had skeptics.

The question from the priests is not

JESTIONS

OF THE BIBLE

surprising. They set it up like Barbara
Walters preparing to make Tom
Hanks cry. They started with the
straightforward questions, “Are you
the Christ?” “Are you Ezekiel?” “Are

you the prophet?”’

John must have been tempted to ac-
cept any one of those titles. After all,
people hung on his every
word when he preached.
He could have been the
prophet. Watching his
disciples’ loyalty and
love, he easily could have
believed he really was
their promised Savior. To
each of their questions,
however, John humbly
and gently said no.

Next they made their
move. “Well, if you aren’t the Christ,
Ezekiel or the prophet, just who do
think you are? What do you think
about yourself?” John, although hum-
ble, was not shy with his answer, “I
am a voice of one calling.” John knew
he wasn’t divine; he simply knew the
Divine One. John knew he couldn’t
save, but he could introduce people to
the Savior. John understood he wasn’t
the Victor; he was simply a voice.

It is the danger of every Christian
leader, every Christian voice in this

Whether you are a Sunday school
teacher, preacher or church bus driv-
er, if you do your job well, people will
notice and they will praise you. Al-
though it is tempting to let your head
swell with pride, remember you are
only a part of God’s plan; you are a
voice.

Where would John’s prophecy be
without the obedience of Mary and the
loyalty of Joseph? Where is a preacher
without a faithful and active congrega-
tion? Where is the teacher without the
loyal and listening student?

The church and the plan of God in-
volve the drawing together of many
voices into a chorus of salvation. Even
in evangelism when you see some soul
accept Jesus as Savior, you are seeing
only the harvest. Someone had to work
the soil. Someone had to plant the seed.
Someone had to water the ground. The
apostle Paul tells us it is God who has
brought forth the fruit.

So whether your place of ministry is
as primitive as John the Baptist’s or as
high-profile as Billy Graham’s, remem-
ber to keep your perspective in the midst
of praise. God doesn’t need another vic-
tor, he has that in Jesus Christ; God is
simply looking for a voice.

David Tucker is pastor of Sherman Bap-
tist Church in Dry Ridge
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y brought an action earher
 this year after church leaders approved
- Graham Van Keuren, a graduate of
‘Prmceton Theological Seminary, as a
 candidate for ordination. Van Keuren told
. officials he was gay and did not plan on
. ape Ministries, Stewart Memc idicial ( ( t living a celibate life. Lawyers forthe
| duties such as provndmg coun First Churel Jehn Yot to’ ' i ' presbytery argued that because they had
 leading prayergroups and offi at kway, Orlando, FL 691, ve fic - not ordained Van Keuren—in fact, had
weddings. . . e o : . _ |  advised him he could not be ordained
: o o g : ‘ i IS [ - under current church law—they had not
: l-Get'“Veggies” with chicken. Tommy = c ’ . broken the law, known as Amendment B.
. Nelson, the children’s.division of Thomas S - Conservatives promised to appeal the
Nelson Publishing, has enteredan . ‘ ecto o rulmg :
» agreement WIth Chnck fil- Arestaurants to 1 ‘ istributing r

W Hayford named seminary president.
_ Jack Hayford, a prominent California-based
- Pentecostal minister, has made the
iran tlon f}r{om semr(})r pastor to seminary -
X ‘ s

I'm a partner.

I’'m a deacon and Sunday school teacher. I've seen
Christian education first hand, both as a student, then
as a college trustee. I'm also a former state Brotherhood
president, a former KBC Executive Board member and
a participant in several mission trips. I'm thankful that a
portion of my offering helps so many ministries at
- home, across our country and throughout the world.

| Join me...and be a partner, too!

Be a partner in the Cooperative Program --
born in Kentucky and celebrating 75 years
of helping people find the Lord! -

Forest Shely, M.D.
. Campbellsuille Baptist C
Campbellsville

Be a partner in what could become the greatest missions effort in Southern Baptist bistory.
Call the Kentucky Baptist Convention today at 502-254-4731 or 1-888-254-5713 for more
information about how you can become involved in Partners in the Harvest.
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Funding Missions
Work— Cooperatively

Missions offerings are vital
to the ongoing support of our
missions work. Whether it is
Eliza, Annie or Lottie, each
offering represents our coop-
erative efforts to spread the
good news of Christ across our
state, nation and around the
world.

But there is also a missions
funding channel that works for
us week in and week out, gen-
erally with little fanfare. In
2000, however, we will have
some fanfare as we celebrate
the 75th anniversary of the Co-
operative Program. The idea
for CP was born here in Ken-
tucky, and Kentucky WMU
played a key role by promot-
ing CP, and in its early years
by setting a goal for a 10 per-
cent increase each year.

The Cooperative Program is
the financial lifeline of all we
do together as Kentucky Bap-
tists and Southern Baptists.
Through CP we work together
to do missions, train leaders,
provide resources and do a
myriad of kingdom tasks none
of us could do alone.

This is an important time to

: . Annual Meeting

_"E‘ First Baptist Church,
? Bowling Green

y April 14-15, 2000

Sessions: Friday: 9 a.m., 1:30 p.m., and 7 p.m.; Saturday: 8:50 a.m.

International missions: Porter & Rose Benson, Last Frontier
Steven & Denise Musen, Philippines

North American missions: Susan Pugh NAMB, World Changers

Theme interpretation/Bible study: Jim Slack, IMB Evangelism

& Church Growth Consultant

Speakers:

Special features:
* Heritage Fund Dinner, Thursday, April 13, 6:30 p.m., University Plaza Hotel; advance
ticket purchase required
* Reception for Kentucky WMU’s new executive director-treasurer, Joy Bolton, and out-going
president, Peggy Hicks, Friday afternoon, April 14
* Baptist Nursing Fellowship Dinner, Friday, April 14, 5 p.m.; advance reservation required

* Girls in Action/Children in Action Missions Event, gym, Saturday,
April 15,9 a.m.-12 noon

Winter 1999/2000

review your church budget and
learn what percentage of
undesignated receipts your
church gives through the CP.
Our state office now can pro-
vide you with a report of the
CP giving of your church and
tell you exactly how your
church’s gifts were used here
in Kentucky and how your
gifts were divided among SBC
causes.

Every percentage that your |

church increases to CP, in-
creases support for all of our
ministries. Collectively, even
though total CP gifts are rising
due to a strong economy, the
percentage of undesignated
gifts given by our churches is
declining. Maintaining or even
raising the percentage given
will increase dramatically the
funds available for missions
and ministry.

Thank you for your gifts to
the Eliza Broadus Offering
for state missions, missions
education and special minis-
tries. Gifts for the 1999-2000
offering will be received
through Aug. 31, 2000, so it’s
not too late to give to this
year’s state offering. Through
EBO you are supporting Ken-
tucky state missions, provid-
ing funds for a variety of spe-
cial ministries and providing
for missions education train-
ing. Thank you, Kentucky
Baptists!

For Such a
Time as This

oy = State Acteens
() Conference 2000

April 7-8
Cumberland College

-» Featured speakers:
Beth Ann Williams, Salt Lake City Olympic Outreach Director
Martha Lytle, Missionary to Israel and Russia

— Music with Michael and Terri Higdon
— Special interest small group sessions

—» Participate in ministry projects through Cumberland’s Mountain Outreach and
Appalachian Ministry
—» Hawaiian Luau

—> Missions Fair with Cumberland’s summer missionaries

- Testimonies from Cumberland students and Acteens Activators

—> Discover why you were created “For Such a Time as This”

—> $15 registration fee per person includes T-shirt and all conference materials

Bring an Acteen! Bring a friend! Acteens and leaders, girls and leaders from Youth on
Mission, and/or any young ladies in grades 7-12 are invited to participate. Advance

registration required. See form, page 4.

My first three months with you
have flown by. These weeks have
been busy and productive. Thank
you for such a wonderful staff to
work with. They have welcomed
me and helped me get off to a good
start.

Thanks to those
who participated in
one of our four
Women on Mission/
Adults on Mission
retreats at either
Jonathan Creek or
Cedarmore. We had
wonderful speakers
. | and conference lead-
Joy Bolton ers, many who serve

Executive ©N our state resource
Director-  team. '}Il'hanks to all of
you who came to one

Tikashie of the retreats and
participated with such enthusiasm.

Thanks to our Executive Board
who came for four days of meet-
ings in October. We have a true
working Board, and they came to-
gether in a wonderful spirit of wor-
ship, cooperation and excitement
about the future.

The Board approved new job
descriptions for our staff and a re-
alignment of some staff duties.
Brenda Price will serve as asso-
ciate executive director in addition
to her duties as preschool/
children’s consultant. Anna Mary
Byrdwell will continue as our gen-
eral WMU consultant with a focus
on WMU growth and associational
work. She is also going to assist
us with our WMU archives.
LaRaine Dail will continue as our
youth/college consultant and will
add.to her duties publications man-
ager for Kentucky Notes and other
publications from our state WMU
office. The personnel committee
will be meeting with candidates for
the adult consultant position and
we hope to add a staff member
soon. Donna Dye continues as our
financial coordinator, Doris
Riddle as secretary/receptionist
and Denise Gardner as adminis-
trative assistant. The male voice
you may hear when you call our
office is Todd Randolph, a semi-
nary student working with us on a
part-time basis as office assistant.
The Kentucky WMU staff is a
wonderful team and I am grateful
for each one of them and the vital
part they have in our work together.

But my biggest thanks goes to
each of you, faithful leaders and
members of Kentucky WMU or-
ganizations. Because of your faith-
fulness, people across our state are
growing spiritually and living out
a missions lifestyle of praying, giv-
ing and doing missions.
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Holidays, holy days 1
Thanksgiving has come and gone and we have been
reminded of the blessings God has given us. For most
of us, our launch into the Christmas season brings joy
and happiness, and yet for some it brings stress and
loneliness. As-a “missions people” let’s make it our
mission to find those people who need joy and need
our care and help them experience the true meaning of
Christmas. Few things could bring us more joy than
knowing we helped someone experience the warmth of
God’s love for the first time this Christmas.
KY WMU annual meeting
Make your hotel reservations NOW for the Kentucky WMU annual
meeting, April 14-15 in Bowling Green. Come on Thursday, April 13,
and attend the Kentucky WMU heritage fund dinner. Hotel and dinner
reservation information can be found on page 4 of this Kentucky Notes.
North American Missions .
How Shall They Hear? BY ALL MEANS! March 5-12, 2000, has
been designated for our North American Missions emphasis. In early
January, WMU directors will receive a sample package, including the
prayer guide, poster, offering envelope, program cover and order card.
Mail or fax your order to our office EARLY. Only the program cover is
a priced item (100 for $9.99) and it can be purchased by calling (800)
968-7301.
Mission study materials should be ordered immediately. Call (800)
448-8032 or fax (615) 251-5983. The complete planning kit (three vid-
eos, promotional packet, books and teaching guides for all age levels,
10 workbooks for children) is $44.99. Individual pieces also can be
purchased.
Kentucky Notes-
Church WMU leadership teams receive Kentucky Notes four times
a year. If you have a team member who does not get it, perhaps we do
not have her name. It is important EACH year to provide an updated
list from your church to your associational WMU director. She, in turn,
shares it with the state office. You also may send the information di-
rectly to the state WMU office.
Focus on WMU
What does your church know about your missions organizations?
Do they see you as
* People who ‘read parts?’
 Small groups of women who never ever receive new members?
e A group for older women?

Can you give them a new impression?

In my church, our past WMU director, Mary Lou, has mentored

' Gerry as a Women on Mission facilitator and coordinator. Now Gerry

is our new WMU director, and God has worked through her to reach
younger women. Two introductory meetings have involved 56 younger
women not involved in our four Women on Mission groups. What a
wonderful opportunity for God to work through these women as they
become radically involved in the mission of God! This is a great way to
focus on WMU!

Women on Mission -

2000 fall retreats

Mark your calendars NOW for our 2000 Fall Retreats.
Cedarmore: Sep. 29-30 & October 6-7; Jonathan Creek: Oct. 13-14
& Oct. 20-21

Speakers confirmed: Rhonda Kelley, author of A

Woman’s Guide to Spiritual Wellness and A Woman’s
Guide to Personal Holiness (to be released August L
2000): Sept. 29-30. Sarah Groves, co-author of A @
Seeking Heart: Rediscovering True Worship (to be N
released April 2000): Oct. 13-14 & Oct. 20-21 |

A New Look for Missions Mosaic

Starting January 2000, Missions Mosaic will QN MISSION
have a new look with more color, feature stories
and leadership helps in every issue. Look for the In Your World sec-
tions which will provide ministry and witnessing ideas. In Your
Church sections will help with small group plans. How to Use This
Issue will suggest ideas for using the magazine.

Adults on Mission

Find meeting ideas, information and more for
Adults on Mission by visiting the WMU web page:
www.wmu.com. Simply click on WMU organiza- = 4 —_

(=

tions, then go to Adults on Mission.. \FJ‘/ ‘\‘%
Adults on Mission is a great way to get men s

involved in missions. Couples, singles groups and

others who prefer a coed missions experience will enjoy Adults on
Mission. Look for ministries that would be best done by men and
women working together. The new book I Can Do That! has great
ministry ideas.
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i y ’i‘he Erst Youth on Mission
| Night was held at Georgetown
| College Sept. 10-

| 11  Youth L

| fromacross . e
the state XNa -
were chal- = -
lenged by — ) %
Ken and

Beth Perkins as well as by re-
turning summer missionaries.
Mark and Ryan, of the Baptist
Student Union praise band, lead
music. The missions fair on Fri-
day evening was the highlight of
the event. Summer missionaries
lined the basement of the chapel
with displays representative of
their experiences. Make plans to
attend next year.

Acteens and Youth on Mis-
sion groups, we need your help!
Kentucky WMU is seeking
groups to become “Instigators.”
| Instigators will travel to
churches that want to start
Acteens or Youth on Mission
groups and help them get started.
If your group wants to be part
| of the few, the proud, the Insti-
| gators, call LaRaine Dail. We
| will have a training session at
| both the Creative Ministries Fes-
1 tival and the State Acteens Con-
| ference.

1 The Creative Ministries
| Festival will be held at South-
| ern Seminary in Louisville

March 3-4, 2000. This is an ex-

cellent opportunity for youth
i"groups to receive training for
| missions. Attend the youth mis-
| sions workshops on Friday
' evening and develop your
|

* nearly

The thrill of victory during the "Fun Games to Use in Missions" seminar at Georgetown

creative ministry skills on Saturday.

Plans for the State Acteens
Conference are coming together.
Young ladies from across the com-
monwealth will be challenged to
discover why God created them
“For Such a Time as This.” You
can’t imagine the
excitement = _———rrre
for God and £/ 7 /1L, |
missions that g |
will be gen- SSXYUUV /1
erated when Sy v o

1,000
tenderhearted young women get to-
gether.

SAC is open to all young ladies
grades 7—12 even if they are not in-
volved with an Acteens group. This
year we will be holding a special
contest. People who have not at-
tended a State Acteens Conference
have no idea how exciting SAC is.
The name does not give the full pic-
ture. The youth committee of Ken-
tucky WMU has decided to rename
the event, and we need your sug-
gestions. When we receive your
registration for SAC, we will send
you a form on which you can sub-

e R I

. i

mit your suggestions. The Ken- |
tucky Acteens Advisory Panel will
examine the entries and select anew
name. The group that suggests the |
new name will receive a prize at
SAC.

Kentucky WMU is pleased to
announce the 1999-2000 Kentucky
Acteens Advisory Panel:

e Lauren Gover :
First Baptist, Somerset

* Sarah Harris
Fairview Baptist, Ashland

* Amber McDuffee
Bellview Baptist, Paducah

- » Melissa Milliken |
Middleton Baptist, Franklin

e Suzie Ledford
First Baptist, Somerset

* Shannon Riggs |
Rough River Baptist, 1
McDaniels :

Mission Friends

As the new millennium begins,
are the people in your church aware
of missions education for
preschoolers? Focus on WMU, Feb.
14-20, will be an opportunity for
teachers to help the church recog-
nize Mission Friends as a part of
WMU. Plan with
the church
WMU direc-

tor for Focus

on WMU.

Ideas for this
emphasis are
in the winter is-
sue (December-
January-February) of Start and the
1999-2000 WMU Year Book, pages
28-29.

It’s not to early to begin prepar-
ing for the North American Mis-
sion Study coming up in March.
The mission study features Chaplain
Irvin Banta in Huntsville, Ala. The
study for all ages of preschoolers
builds upon the February unit in the
winter issue of Stzart. The teaching
guide for this special study is avail-
able fromWMU, SBC at (800) 968-
7301.. 1t is designed to take place
during the churchwide study. If your
church does not have a churchwide
study, use the study material during
any regular Mission Friends class.

Did you know the Middle Mis-
sion Friends class at Bethlehem

Baptist Church, Louisville, and their
teacher, Pat Reaves, are pictured in
the winter issue of Start? Thank you,
Pat and preschoolers, for sharing
what is happening in Mission Friends
in your church.

Girls in Action

Exciting missions experiences
await GAs in 2000 as the Great GA
GetAway continues. . . :

Though winter is just getting un-
derway, it is time to begin planning
for the North American Mission
Study and Week of Prayer. The
study material, New Ways for a New
Day, will lead children to learn how

Southern Baptists
are using various
media to share the

__ ¥ reproducible
1.2 prayer guide for
g children is available
in the winter issue of the WMU Lead-
ership Team Resource Kit. Contact
your .church WMU director for a
copy. If she does not subscribe to the
resource kit, check with your asso-
ciational GA consultant or state
WMU children’s consultant for a
camera-ready copy to use. Use this
special time in March as an enlist-
ment time for GA prospects.

Put on your traveling shoes and
bring GAs to the GA and Children

good news of.
i S Jesus Christ. A-

in Action Missions Event on Satur-
day, April 15, during the WMU an-
nual meeting at First Baptist Church,
Bowling Green. This will be a spe-
cial time for GAs and leaders to meet
missionaries, make new friends, sing
and have lots of fun. The cost is $2
per person attending. No pre-regis-
tration for the event is required. Fur-
ther information will be in the March
issue of Kentucky Notes.

Children in Action

@9@?%3 V 4
1,5
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Ready, Set, Go! Boys and girls in
Children in Action are invited to join
GAs at the GA and Children in Ac-
tion Missions Event on Saturday,
April 15, from 9 a.m. to noon at First
Baptist Church in Bowling Green.
The event is held each year in con-
junction with the WMU annual meet-
ing. There will be missionaries to
meet, singing and lots of fun. The
cost is $2 per person attending. No
pre-registration for the event is re-
quired. Look for more information.
in the next Kentucky Notes.

%
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| President’s Perspective

What is the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering goal for your church?
We are in the middle of our first week
of empbhasis and I pray that our giv-
ing will be high. There are many re-
quests from the mission fields that
are dependent on our gifts. Challenge
each other to match what is spent on
Christmas giving
with a gift to world
missions.One
church is sponsoring
a Lottie Moon Tour
of Homes by Can-
dlelight. This will
introduce wo-men to
activities  done

4 | through Wo-men on

: Mission and invite

Pegay Hicks the women to be-

Kentucky .ome active in a

V_VMU missions group. In-

president stead of paying for

the tour everyone

will be encouraged to make a gener-

ous gift to the Lottie Moon Christ-
mas Offering.

Another idea is Christmas Hap-
pening. The idea is to involve
‘Women on Mission and the ladies of
the church, along with others in the
community, in a day of making
Christmas crafts. But more impor-
tantly, the women will focus on the
“reason for the season,” our Savior
Jesus Christ.

Christmas Happening begins
with a hands-on craft workshop and
seminars on a wide variety of Christ-
mas topics. The second part of the
event is a brunch with a guest
speaker, music, drama and maybe a
fashion show. The gospel is pre-
sented in a non-threatening way to
help those who are unfamiliar with
the Christ of Christmas. The ultimate
goal of Christmas is to touch the lives
of women in the community with the
true light of Christmas and to give
to foreign missions. Our gifts and our
prayers are like a lifeline for our mis-
sionaries.

Many of us have continued to call
our WMU publication in Western
Recorder “Kentucky Notes” and not
the new name, On Mission Together.
The Kentucky WMU Executive
Board voted to return to the name,
Kentucky Notes. Did you notice the
change?

We are just a few months away
from Annual Meeting, and things
are in process to make this one “spe-
cial.” Butevery time we are together
is a special opportunity to affirm our
commitment to world missions.
Mark your calendar. Our theme will
be Changing World ...Transform-
ing Missions. Two of our speakers
work with people groups in differ-
ent parts of the world. They will give
us insights into “Last Frontier Mis-
sionaries.” There will be others com-
ing to help make our time together
meaningful.

Come to Bowling Green on
Thursday night, April 13, the night
before annual meeting, for a Heri-
tage Fund Dinner for an exciting
evening. Friday afternoon we will
have a reception honoring our new
Kentucky WMU executive director-
treasurer and visiting with the mis-
sionaries. Mark yqur calendar!

Love in Christ,
Peggy Hicks

Kentucky WMU welcomes
new camp specialists

the Year in 1996. Prior to 1994, she
served at Cedar Crest as director of
GA and Acteens camp for eight years
and as assistant director for two
years.

Evie holds a bachelor of science
degree and a bachelor of arts degree
from Georgetown College

and a master of arts in art
i education from the
N University of Ken-
tucky. Since 1988,
y““r — she has taught art

./

With a combined 22 years of
camp experience, Beth Dunn and
Evie Cash are returning to leader-
ship in the Kentucky WMU camp-
ing program. Each will serve in a
new capacity as a part-time camp
specialist in a shared position. Their
principal function will .
be to organize, coor- /) =%
dinate, administer /' =
and evaluate the
camping pro-
gram of Ken-

\E@f:}‘

tucky WMU. { LA _/ in grades K-6 in
Beth, who re- e/ ,11 LN L . Woodford County.
sides in Louisville, ~ Evie, who resides

in Versallles is also a free-lance art-
ist. For 12 years, she served on the
Cedar Crest staff, 10 of them as as-
sistant camp director.

Beth and Evie bring not only years

holds a bachelor’s degree from
Eastern Kentucky University and a
master of religious education de-
gree from Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. She taught pub-
lic school in Jefferson County for
12 years prior to her present posi-
tion as middle school mathematics
teacher for the Shelby County
Board of Education, where she has
been employed since 1992. Beth
was named Kentucky Teacher of

program, but commitment to mis-
sions education for children and
youth. Through their leadership, lives

and Jonathan Creek will be greatly
enriched.

of experience in the WMU camping

of campers and staff at Cedar Crest

Camp 2000

Cedar Crest
June 12-18 Camp Staff Training
June 19-23 GA Camp
June 26-30 GA/Acteens Camp
July 10-14 GA/Acteens Camp
July 17-21 GA Camp

Mother/Daughter Overnights
June 23-24
July 6-7
July 7-8
July 14-15

Jonathan Creek
June 16-17 Mother/Daughter Overnight
June 16-17  Acteens Splash (Overnight)

— 4

N e ~—

<
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Girls in Action (GA) camp is for
girls in grades 4-6. Acteens.camp is
for girls in grades 7-12. Mother/
___ Daughter Overnights are for girls
g AR S in g%ades 1-3 an%i their mothers

~ ormother substitutes.
Acteens Splash is an ovemight for girls in grades 7-12.

Girls do not have to be a member of Girls in Action or
Acteens to attend camp.-

COST: $110 for week-long camp (includes meals, lodg-
ing, program fee); $27 for Mother/Daughter Overnights and
Acteens Splash (includes meals, lodging, program fee)

Be part of something beyond
yourself this summer

Be a Cedar Crest camp staffer

Positions Length Qualifications

of Service

Application
Deadline

R

Assistant Feb. 15

Counselor

High School

5-6 weeks
: Junior or Senior

For applications and more information about camp positions, contact Kentucky
WMU office at (888) 254-5726, P.0. 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569.

et SO S BaRAe Ll e SN T e L CERRA L IS el i) B
} Project HELP: Violence K1t order form

{ It’s not too late to order yom"l kit full of ideas on how to reflect, recognize and reduce violence in your

| church and community.

I

| Name

: Church Association

| Address

| - Daytime Phone Number

: Number of Copies x $5 per packet = $ Total enclosed

I

| Make checks payable to Kentucky WMU. Send form and check to Kentucky WMU Resource Kit,

| PO Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253.
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Are you eligible for
a KY WMU scholar-
ship? Categories are:

¢ Kentucky Senior
Acteens who have
completed Studiact/
MissionsQuest levels
or have participated in
Activators missions
trips.

¢ Kentucky women
in college/seminary
who are preparing for a
church-related
vocation.

¢ Kentucky
women/men in semi-
nary preparing for
missions or WMU
work.

Call the WMU

office toll free, (888)
254-5726, for a
scholarship brochure
and the appropriate
applications. Com-
pleted applications
must be in the Ken-
tucky WMU office by
Feb. 1, 2000.

State Acteens
Conference Hotels

Cumberland Inn by Marriott
649 South 10th Street
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(800) 315-0286

$64 (+ tax)

Reservation made through sales
office as “Kentucky Acteens”
Cutoff date: 3/24/2000

Holiday Inn Express

30 W. Hwy. 92
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(606) 549-3450

$57 (tax included)

Use code: Acteens
Cutoff date: 4/1/200

Days Inn

1-75 & Hwy. 92 Jct.
Williamsburg, KY 40769
(606) 549-1500

Best Western Corbin Inn

2630 Cumberland Falls Highway
Corbin, KY 40701

(888) 528-2100

$44.95 (+ tax)

Use code: Kentucky Acteens
Cutoff date: 3/24/2000

Country Inns & Suites

1888 Cumberland Falls Highway
Corbin, KY 40701

(606) 526-1400

$63 (+ tax)

Use code: Acteens

Cutoff date: 3/7/2000

December

Luncheon .

23 Easter

11/28 -

12/5 Season of International Missions

1 Acteens Activator applications due in Kentucky
WMU office

25 Christmas

January

5-9 Baptist World Alliance Congress, Melbourne,
Australia

February

14-20  Focus on WMU

15 - Camp staff applications due

27 _ Volunteers in Missions Day

March

3-4 Creative Ministries Festival, Louisville

5-12 Season of North American Missions

North American Mission Study, Week of Prayer
and Annie Armstrong Easter Offering.
Theme: By All Means

April

7-8 Kentucky State Acteens Conference, Cumberland
College, Williamsburg

9 Cooperative Program Day

13 Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund Dinner, FBC,
Bowling Green

14-15  Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting, FBC, Bowling
Green : _

14 Missionary/Missionary Parents Luncheon

DOM’s & Spouse; Associational WMU Directors
Baptist Nursing Fellowship Dinner

15 GA and Children in Action Missions Event, FBC,
Bowling Green

30 Life Commitment Sunday

. Address:
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| State Acteens Conference registration form
|  The conference cost is $15 per person and includes a T-shirt, all conference materials and other gifts.
|  Aconfirmation letter will be sent after your registration is received.
I . B
|  Name of Church Association
: Name of Advisor Daytime Phone No.
|  Complete Mailing Address
: Please check here if you would like to participate in an off-site ministry project
I A minimum of one (1) chaperone is required for every seven (7) youth.
|  Number of youth + Number of chaperones = _ Total attending
: Number attending x $15 per participant = $ Total enclosed
l Make checks payable to Kentucky WMU. Send form with payment to: State Acteens Conference, Kentucky
| wmu, PO. Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569.
: Questions? Call (502) 244-6485 or (888) 254-5726.
[Ep=ailliedh e el i, e e e 0 T o Il MR B R AT R S N R |
Heritage fund
S 2000 Kentucky WMU

The Heritage Fund is a permanent en-
dowed fund of Kentucky WMU. The
stated purpose of the fund is for devel-
oping, strengthening and sustaining the
work of Kentucky Woman’s Missionary
Union. Since 1996, grants have been
given annually from the interest earned
to provide funding for missions educa-
tion work in our state.

The development committee recently
examined the long term goal of sustain-
ing WMU work in Kentucky. Kentucky

. WMU is funded primarily through two

sources, the Cooperative Program and the
Eliza Broadus Offering. To increase the
amount available for state missions, we
desire to fund the work of our state WMU
in other ways. If gifts to the Heritage
Fund were to increase dramatically, it
would be possible for us to use the inter-
est income to provide funding for state
WMU work, and thus reduce the need
for Eliza Broadus Offering funds for mis-
sions education training and events.

Would you give a gift in honor of
someone who gave you a missions heri-
tage? Would you name Kentucky WMU
Heritage Fund in your will? Would you
give generously to sustain missions edu-
cation in our state and increase funds
available for state missions?

Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund Dinner

On Thursday, April 13, we will have
a Heritage Fund dinner at the University
Plaza Hotel in Bowling Green. This din-
ner will be one of the special features of
our 2000 Kentucky WMU annual meet-
ing. It will be an evening you won’t want
to miss with entertainment, a great meal
and fellowship with folks who care
deeply about Kentucky WMU.

We will announce the charter mem-
bers of the Heritage Society that night.
Anyone who puts WMU in his or her will
can be a member of the Heritage Soci-
ety. If you already have written your
will and named Kentucky WMU in it,
you already are eligible to be a charter
member. Simply notify the Kentucky
WMU state office to let us know you
have named Kentucky WMU in your
will. If you write a will before April 13,
1999, and notify Kentucky WMU that
you have named Kentucky WMU in your
will, you will become a charter member
of the Heritage Society. We will continue
to seek Heritage Society members, but
this is your opportunity to become a
charter member!

We have a heritage worth passing
on.Your gift to the Heritage Fund will
help sustain the missions education work
of Kentucky WMU for years to come.

April 13, 2000, University Plaza Hotel

Name:

Bowling Green, 6:30 p.m.

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Number of tickets @ $20 each:

| Total enclosed:

(Make check payablé to Kentucky WMU)

Include me as a charter member of the Heritage Society. I have
placed Kentucky WMU in my will. (You may register for the

| Please mail this form to:

| Heritage Society even if you cannot attend the dinner.)
‘ $A gift for the Kentucky WMU Heritage Fund is enclosed:

Kentucky WMU, PO Box 436569, Louisville, KY 40253-6569

Annual Meeting Hotels
Heritage Dinner: April 13
Annual Meeting: April 14-15

Hampton Inn (headquarters hotel)

| 233 Three Springs Road

Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 842-4100
$59 + tax

Baymont Inn & Suites
165 Three Springs Road
Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 782-6699

$54.95 + tax

Best Western Motor Inn

| 65 South Exit # 22 & Hwy. 231
(800) 343-2937 or (270) 782-3800
$45 + tax; cutoff date: 4/7/2000
Special rate for jacuzzi suite $79 + tax

Holiday Inn

3240 Scottsville Road

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 781-1500

Use code: 2-KMU

$69.95 + tax; cutoff date; 3/30/2000

Ramada Inn

4767 Scottsville Road

Bowling Green, KY 42104
(270) 781-3000

$49+ tax; cutoff date: 4/1/2000

Fairfield Inn

1940 Mel Browning Street

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 782-6933

Use code: Gardner

$ 44.95 + tax; cutoff date: 3/17/2000

Microtel Inn ;

1980 Mel Browning Road

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 745-9922

Use code: Kentucky Woman’s Mission-
ary Union

$ 39.95 + tax; cutoff date: 4/14/2000

Comfort Inn

4646 Scottsville Road

Bowling Green, KY 42104

(270) 843-1163

Use code: Kentucky Woman’s Mission-
ary Union

$ 59.88 + tax; cutoff date: 3/31/2000 [
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Bible guide hoth praised and questioned

Continued from page 1

faiths—or no faith—are protected,
and curricula include study about
religion as part of a full education.

“This is a visicn of public educa-
tion that is both consistent with First
. Amendment principles and broadly
supported by many educational and
religious organizations,” the guide
says.

Guidelines in the 11- page docu-
ment include the following state-
ments about study about the Bible
in public schoo! curricula: it must be
educational and not devotional;
classes should be taught in an aca-
demic and objective manner; teach-

ers should be chosen based on their
academic qualifications, not their
beliefs or nonbeliefs about religion;
the Bible can be a primary text, but
generally should not be the only text
in a course; and divine action and
supernatural occurrences in the
Bible cannot be taught as historical
fact.

The guidelines also suggest that
students should be informed about
the various translations and interpre-
tations of the Bible.

The guide has been endorsed by
18 groups, including the Baptist
Joint Committee on Public Affairs,
the National Association of Evan-

Allee Harmon,
Auctioneer

Family Treasures Handled With Care

Let Allee Harmon develop and market an auction plan for your family.
With more than a decade of experience, Louisville families have trust-
ed his counsel and performance. Call today for a consultation at no
charge. This service is also available for church benefit auctions.

1702 Stevens Avenue
Louisville, KY 40205

(502) 451-5235
www.wardlowauc.com

With additional reportmg by Baptist Press

gelicals and People for the Ameri-
can Way Foundation.

But Richard Land, president of
the Southern Baptist Ethics & Reli-
goius Liberty Commission, called
the document a “mixed blessing.”

Specifically, he-questioned the
guide’s idea of teaching about the
Bible that is “objective, nonjudg-
mental, academic, neutral, fair and
balanced.”

Teachers might teach the Bible as
just another book, albeit a historical-
ly important one, and explain away
the miraculous and supernatural as-
pects it contains, Land said. “I fear
many Baptists, evangelicals and oth-
ers of serious religious faith are go-
ing to be very disturbed by the way
many public schools will interpret
the words ‘objective, nonjudgmen- - : £ ‘
tal, academic, neutral, balanced and 0SE VIl going to be heard 3nd reSDECtEd said ACLU
fair.”” or j n Clark “Is |t1ustaway to further entrench

' t rful ¢

reet to the church
an through the ‘

; Terms of the sale. state that the church must permlt 24
: »hour pub ic access o the square but can ban almost any

;'.f'.Today reported. s
The church also can bar oursrde musrc and speakers bu_t rs-

Free Book for Pastors

“Bible Messages” is a free,
335-page well-illustrated
book with clear exposition
and good application—
best you can find. Write:
Preston Taylor, Box 8 (fbc),
Sanderson, TX 79848.
Please send $5 for mailing.-

Hope
By Lisa Cox

“Show me Your ways, O Lord,
teach me Your paths; guide me in
Your truth and teach me, for You
are God my Savior and my hope
is in You all day long” Psalm
25:4-5.

In Psalm 25:4-5, The Psalm-
ist’s hope is in God and
because of this hope, he
will wait on God. As we
look at these words,

~ on the street, a tray of cookies or

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

tip of unending grace.

Through our kindness to oth-
ers—our words of comfort and of
love, our smiles as we pass others

a pan of candy to a neighbor, a
warm coat to someone in need, a
listening ear for someone who is
hurting—we can wait on the Lord
and by doing so we give a living
testimony of our hope in
-God.

This holiday season,
so that He may be glori-

there are several ways to

. interpret them. We can
sit quietly in a corner,
praying and telling God,
“Here I sit, Lord, look-
ing at my watch and -
waiting for You to make
a move. Your Word

fied, let us wait on the
Lord by showing others
the hope that abounds
within us because of a
Savior who came to
earth as a babe and lived
His life waiting on us.

says I should wait on
You, so here I am.”

Lord and give a testimony of hope
go to a restaurant, a waiter will
During our visit, the waiter will do
all in his power to please us. His
ambition is to make certain we are

happy with the evening and so

- our appreciation by leaving a very
nice tip.

Or we can truly wait on the
to others. For example, when we -

" come along and ask for our order.

very much'so that we will show: .past 20 years she has served faithfully

How much more should we be ‘
willing to wait on the Lord? After
‘all we have already received our

Lisa Cox is secretary to President Jim
Taylor at Cumberland College. For the

and well as part of the Cumberland
College staff and as an active member
of her church. Cumberland College,
6000 College' Station Dr., Williams-
burg, KY 40769 .

Kentucky Baptists!
Thanks for Giving

so we’'ll be ready for
‘Another Child to Hold.’

Kentucky Bapt\igf‘Homes for Children g
10801 Shelbyville Road|} | S
Loursvrlle KY 40243
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Unfinished

Task

Loving the Lost

More than half of
the 4,000 students
in a literacy
program have
come to faith in
Jesus Christ
because of the
Bible-based
curriculum or
outreach efforts.

Offering helps fund missioni work in Gambodia

By Kay Moore
SBC International Mission Board

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia—More
than two decades have passed since dai-
ly headlines detailed news of American
bombings in Cambodia.

But when Phil Wardell (not his real
name) confronts Cambodians whose
lives were forever changed by the Viet-
nam War, the hatred among many is
raw and fresh.

Wardell, a Southern Baptist living in
Southeast Asia, said he finds it challeng-
ing to tell Cambodians about Christ
when his hearers hurl back, “Your peo-
ple bombed our villages!”

For Cambodians, 94 percent of
whom are Buddhist, “forgiving a trans-
gressor or forgetting how they have
been transgressed” is a thoroughly alien
concept, explained Wardell. Fewer than
1 percent of the Cambodian people are
Christian.

‘When Cambodians do confess faith
in Christ, they often query Wardell and
other Christians, “Why has it taken you
so long to get here with the gospel?”

Wardell, who lives and works
among the Central Khmer people
group, said a major stumbling block for
residents is separating Buddhism from
their cultural identity. Central Khmer
make up 90 percent of the country’s
total population.

“To be Khmer is to be Buddhist,”
he said. “It is difficult to persuade the
Cambodian people that they can be
Khmer and Christian at the same time.”
Forsaking their religion to embrace the

DECLAHTION OF FAITH hough many will be unned by family and fr/ends asaresult,

scores of Cambodians publicly declare their faith in Christ by being baptized. The Lottie
Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions supports the work of Southern Baptist
missionaries among the Cambodian people. (BP photo by Charles Ledford)

Christian faith portends swift, perma-
nent rejection by loved ones.

Once, after Wardell talked about -

Christianity for two hours to a Cambo-
dian village leader, the man said, “We
will consider becoming Christian, but
first we must talk with our families and
the other village members.”

‘When someone accepts Jesus as his
or her personal Savior, a local body of
believers becomes that new Christian’s
“adoptive family” because other fami-
ly members often shun him or her.

Wardell sees such situations as he
directs a registered, non-governmental

organization that seeks to minister to the
needs of the Cambodian people. Such
needs include AIDS education and
awareness, digging clean water wells or
restoring others, developing water pu-
rification systems, teaching people to
grow their own food and constructing
toilets for local villages and schools.

Other activities include conducting
rural medical clinics and distributing
medicines.

“Most Cambodians do not have ac-
cess to medical care,” Wardell ex-
plained. “Further, they would not nec-
essarily seek medical treatment, as

many would fear they had displeased a
local spirit in the area. In their belief
system, the offended spirit will have
inflicted the person with the disease.”

As he demonstrates Christ’s love,
Wardell often encounters direct ques-
tions, which he then can answer.

For example, during one AIDS
awareness training program in a village
previously controlled by the Khmer
Rouge (Communist rebels), the project
director told participants the program
sought to instill principles of morality,
marital faithfulness and abstinence in
their lives. The village leader stood up,
walked directly toward Wardell, and
asked, “Are you a Christian?” Wardell
was able to respond affirmatively and
elaborate on his faith.

Southern Baptist goals for the Cam-
bodian people revolve in part around
literacy—training volunteer teachers
who teach students to read and write the
Khmer language. More than half of the
4,000 students in the program have
come to faith in Jesus Christ because of
the Bible-based curriculum or outreach
efforts. Wardell and other representa-

‘tives like him want to expand this

project into more provinces and into the
largest military hospital.

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offer-
ing for International Missions has pro-
vided funds to construct an office build-
ing, house and guest rooms for Wardell
and other personnel who work along-
side him. It also funded vehicles for four
new families who have arrived within
the past 18 months to minister there, as
well as helped provide their salaries.

' Recycling peach pits

By Denise Spencer

works of art.

Where do soda bottles transform into butter-
flies? Where can you find angels made of peach
pits? The Oneida Baptist Institute Craft House, of
course. At the Craft House, creativity abounds,
and the most unusual items are recycled into

Oneida’s craft program was started in 1984 by

periods per day. He also is an art student and en-
joys the craft projects. Russell does such tasks as
painting, decoupage and woodworking.

Students are the ones who ultimately benefit
from our craft program. At the end of each month,
Mrs. Atto pays sales tax and reimburses the school
for the books she has sold. The rest of the prof-
: it—usually 80 percent of the total earnings—is
donated to the student aid fund. This fund is used

During the Christmas season,
most Southern Baptists focus on
- missions and the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering for interna-
tional missions. My prayers and
giving are motivated by former
students and faculty now serving
on the mission field.
Charles and Carolyn Dixon

From Clear Creek to international missions

where they work. Mrs. Gullion
recently wrote, “One thing I en-
joy most here is the beautiful sun-
sets God gives. I enjoy the new
picture He brings to my kitchen
window each evening and they are
never the same.”

Charles and Julie Quarles and
their children, Rachael, Hannah,

and Joshua, arrived in Romania in
August. Quarles taught
New Testament at Clear
Creek from 1996 to
1999. They are in lan-
guage training anticipat-
ing a teaching assign-
ment at the University
of Bucharest and the
Baptist seminary.
Romanian Baptists
and other evangelicals
will face days that are
more difficult if the
© government passes pro-
posed legislation. Pray

(1993) work in Morogoro, Tanza-

nia. Next June eight stu-
CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

| Donna Atto, who still manages the Craft House.

She came to OBI with her husband,
THIS IS
ONEIDA

to supplement room and board for students who
cannot afford the full rate. “The reason
we’re able to do that is that so much is
donated,” Mrs. Atto explained.

Our craft program’s primary cus-
tomers are visitors and parents of stu-
dents. Visiting groups take campus
tours, which include a stop at the Craft
House. Sometimes guests who do craft
projects themselves will see an idea they
like. They’ll purchase one item from
our Craft House to use as a pattern to
make their own. '

School breaks mean good business,
too. When parents come to campus to
pick up or drop off their children, a trip

dents and I plan to help
them as a project of the
Kentucky-Tanzania
partnership. We will
show the Jesus film in
three locations, do door-
to-door visitation, teach
leadership and disciple-
ship seminars and
preach in three church-
es. Dixon also hopes we
will pour the cement |
floor for the first build- 4
ing of the new Baptist Bill Whittaker

' William “Pal” Atto, as a full-time vol-
unteer. “I came to Oneida on my 70th
birthday,” Mrs. Atto recalled.

Barkley Moore was the school’s
president at the time, and he wanted a
craft shop on campus. The Attos had
volunteered at OBI in the past, and Mrs.
Atto once had owned three craft stores.
She was happy to bring her skills to a
place of ministry.

Oneida’s crafts primarily are hand-
made items, constructed from donated
materials. Mrs. Atto explained, “About

_ three-fourths of what we sell is made

K | 3
W.F. Underwood

here, and that makes our expenses much

lower.”

In addition to materials, visitors bring patterns
for new projects. This fall the shop sold pump-
kins made of dryer vents. They made 86 pump-
kins with a donated pattern, and sold all but two.

Mrs. Atto is assisted in the Craft House by two
part-time volunteers: Imogene Vick and Marla
Burns. Visiting volunteers often help with our craft
program, too, including Campers on Mission from

a number of states. Students also get involved

from time to time. Mrs. Atto currently is super-
| vising one of our seniors in the field placement
| program. Russell works in the craft shop two class

to the Craft House is a special treat. As
Christmas break approaches, more students will
frequent the shop themselves, choosing unique
gifts to take home to their families. People from
the local community also shop at our Craft House,
especially at Christmas time.

So if you can’t find a unique gift for that spe-
cial someone, stop by the Craft House the next
time you come our way. A peach-pit angel might
just do the trick.

W.E. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

Christian elementary
school.

Wayne and Gayle Gullion
(1997) serve in Niger. They re-
joice in a new pastor for the
church in Say. Adamou Zounari,
his wife, Hamsatou, and their two
children moved to the village in
August. Zounari asks for prayer
that his mother will become a
Christian.

The Gullions praise God for
more than 60 people baptized in
June in the surrounding villages

for freedom to share the
Christian faith and that many
Romanians will find freedom in
Christ.

Be sure your Christmas giving
includes a generous gift for inter-
national missions to help reach the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
goal of $125 million.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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GHILDREN

Director: Churches missing out on after-school ministry |

By Polly House
_ SBC LifeWay Christian Resources

NASHVILLE (BP)—Christian
after-school care programs represent
an opportunity for reaching receptive
children that churches can’t afford to
miss, according to the director of such
a program. s

“There is no better way to make an
impact on these wonderful children
than in a Christian after-school care
program,” said Anne Moor, director
* of the School Age Care Program of

Cedar Springs Presbyterian Church in
Knoxville, Tenn.

“When else do we ever have so
much time with the children?” she
asked. “In Sunday school, you will
have the children for one hour, one
day a week. In an after-school care
program, you have the children for up

_ to four hours a day, five days a week.
In the summer, you have them for up
to 11 hours a day.”

Church-based after-school pro-

grams provide a loving, safe, Chris-
tian atmosphere in which churches
can meet some of the children’s spir-
itual, physical and social needs, she
said.

Also, after-school care programs
can be an inroad for outreach to the
families being served, Moor said. Par-
ents will have pre-established a level

" of trust in the after-school care pro-

gram and its supporting church, she
said. :

Churches already lead the way for
preschool programs, Moor said.
“Many, many churches have excellent
preschool ministries, but we have not
done a very good job providing care
for our older children.” ’

Dot Blevins, children’s minister at
Salem Baptist Church in McDonough,
Ga., and a participant in the workshop,
agreed. “I’m very interested in this type
of program for my own church. Two
new elementary schools are being built
near our church. That will put four ele-
mentary schools within six miles of us.”

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

¢ LifeWay Discount

¢ 15-passenger Vans

Since 1953

o 12 to 47 adult capacity

Call Today!
(800) 370-6180

www.carpenterbus.com

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027

We specialize in church buses

20’ to 28" models
. 15 to 30 passengers
| No CDL models available

¢ We buy used buses
¢ 40 buses in stock
o Rental buses

Moor said the hardest job she has as
a director is finding staff members she
considers suitable. Her first requirement
is the applicant must be a Christian with
biblical and theological beliefs that
match those of the church.

Moor, who employs several college

students, said they are “wonderfully cre-

ative” in teaching the children and lead-
ing devotionals.

“One day we may have a Bible sto-
ry. Another day we might go to the
sanctuary and sing hymns,” Moor said,
adding that the children often are awed
at how their voices sound in the large
sanctuary. “Do you remember when
you were siriall, how big the room felt
and how the echo sounded when you
sang? Children still love that.”

Churches that sponsor after-school
care programs should offer decent
teachers’ salaries, Moor added. “Pro-
viding care and nurturing for these chil-
dren is worth a lot more than flipping a
hamburger.”

Having the support of the church
staff is essential to a successful after-
school program, Moor said, advocating
that the director of the program be con-
sidered ministerial staff.

“This is as much a ministry as a
sports ministry, a women’s ministry,
anything,” she said. Weekly meetings
with the senior pastor, even for 15 min-
utes, Moor said, are important for the
pastor to know what is going on in the
program.

Quality after-school care is a real
need for children and their parents,
Moor said.

Things to consider

“This is a ministry. It is more than
justaservice of child care,” she stressed.
“We do more than just play outside and
do homework.”

For many children, such a program
will be the first time they or their par-
ents have contact with a church. Itis a
way to introduce them to the gospel, she
said. “We can reach and teach these
children.”
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PRAYER
PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania and
New England:

M The Polish students in
English language classes
taught by missionaries
Marcy and Doug Shaw

; in Warsaw.

B A 17-year-old Polish

man who has indicated

an.interest in becoming
- aChristian, and
missionaries Monte and
Janet Erwin as they
minister to him.

; B Opportunities for
Christians in Poland and
Tanzania to share the
good news of Jesus
Christ during the holiday
season.

W Jae Suh who works
with international
ministries in Greater
Boston Baptist
Association. He teaches
English and Bible as part
of the association’s
ministry at Harvard
University.

M Victor Martinez, new
language catalytic
missionary for the

Baptist Convention of
New England. A native of
Puerto Rico, he has
served as a church
planter there and

in Texas.

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B EMINENCE—Eminence Church
ordained Jeffrey Wells as a deacon.
The church celebrated Michael Dun-
can’s 20th anniversary as pastor on Oct.
318

B FAIRDALE—First Church ordained
Bryan Crady, John Callihan and
Doug Miller to the gospel ministry.
John Mark Toby is pastor.

North Central Region

l COLD SPRING—First Church,
musical, “Come, Let Us Worship the
King,” Dec. 17-18 at 7 p.m., Dec. 19
at 6 p.m. (admission free, tickets re-
quired). e ing

B COVINGTON—Latonia Church,
“Hanging of the Greens,” Dec. 5 at 6

p.m.; sanctuary choir, “Because of Be-

thlehem,” Dec. 19 at 6 p.m.; commun-
ion service, Dec. 31 at 5 p.m.

B DRY RIDGE—Dry Ridge
Church, a live, outdoor drama, “A
Walk Through Bethlehem,” Dec. 10 at
7-9 p.m., Dec. 11 and 12 at 6-8 p.m.

Mountains to the Missisippi

Christmas programs

%@. S S e

B GREENVILLE—Second Church
called Ray England as pastor begin-
ning Dec. 12. England was associate
pastor of Campbellsville Church.

B RUSSELLVILLE—Art Rogers re-
signed as associate pastor and minister
of youth of First Church. He accepted a
call from Cormnerstone Church in Char-
lotte, N.C., to be minister to students.

Western Region

B BEULAH—Beulah Church,
watch night service, Dec. 31 at 8 p.m.
Sponsored by West Kentucky Associa-
tion. ;

-l EKRON—Ekron Church, “Hang-

ing of the Greens,” Dec. 5 at 5 p.m.

Central Region

B BOWLING GREEN—Living
Hope Church, cantata, “Our God Is
with Us,” Dec. 10and 11 at 7 p.m., Dec.
12 at 6 p.m. (admission free, tickets re-
quired); Christmas Eve service at 6 p.m.

MUD ouT A/icié Brummett (left) and Tara Taylor of Campbsw/le Col/ee remove

furnishings damaged by Hurricane Floyd from a house in Wilson, N.C. A group of 25
students made a second school-organized trip to Wilson to help people with clean-up
efforts. Campbellsville students also are scheduled to be involved in mission trips to
Ohio, South Carolina and Mexico this semester. (Campbellsville photo by Jeff Todd)

CLASSIFIED ADS | * i

SEEKING: Full-time music min-
ister. Please send resumé to: First Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 137, Mt. Zion, IL
62549, Attn: Scott Doughty.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Troy, Mo., is seeking a music minister/
associate pastor and minister of stu-
dents/education. We are a fast-growing
church with approx. 400 in worship on
Sundays. Please send resumé to: FBC
Troy, 800 Cap Au Gris, Troy, MO
63379.

SEEKING: Organist for morning
worship, evening worship and choir re-
hearsal. Interested candidates should
send resumé to: Personnel, First Bap-
tist Church, 47 South Main St., Walton,
KY 41094, or fax to (606) 485-4191.

SEEKING: Clear Creek Baptist
Bible College announces two positions
on the faculty. First is a full-time posi-
tion to teach pastoral care and ministry
courses. This individual also leads the
Christian service activities of the college

and serves as director of testing. Aca- -
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demic credentials to teach courses in
counseling and psychology are required.
The second position is a full-time posi-
tion to teach Christian education cours-
es. This individual must have an earned
doctorate in Christian education or have
finished course work toward the termi-
nal degree and complete the degree with-
in a one-year time frame. Five years full-
time ministry experience in a Southern
Baptist related ministry is required. Pub-
lishing record and/or college level teach-
ing experience would be helpful. Expe-
rience and educational background will
determine rank and salary. Send creden-
tials by Dee. 10, including a statement
of faith and educational philosophy to
the Academic Dean, Clear Creek Bap-
tist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977. E-mail may
be sent to: ccbbc @tcnet.net. Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College is an agency of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention with a
mission to provide theological training
to adults called into Christian service.

PEOPLE

B CRESTWOOD—Crestwood
Church, Living Christmas Tree, Dec.
3-5 and 10-11 at 7 p.m. Dec. 5 and 12
also will have 4 p.m. performances.

B ELIZABETHTOWN—Severns
Valley Church, Living Christmas
Tree, Dec. 10 and 17 at 7:30 p.m., Dec.
11-12 and 18-19 at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
(tickets needed). Deaf interpretation
provided Dec. 11 at 5 p.m. and 8 p.m.
B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont
Church, youth and children’s choirs,
“The Believers’ Millennium Day Pa-
rade,” Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m.; dinner the-
ater musical, ““Twas the Last Mailing
Day Before Christmas,” Dec. 11 and 12
at 6 p.m. (reservations needed); sanctu-
ary choir presents “A Light Still
Shines,” Dec. 19 at 6:30 p.m.; Christ-
mas Eve communion service at 5:30

p.m. -

Buechel Park Church, adult choir
Christmas cantata, “‘Christmas for All
Time,” Dec. 12 at 6 p.m.; youth choir
cantata, “For Unto Y’all,” Dec. 19 at 6

p.m.
Cedar Creek Church, worship
choir, “The Song,” Dec. 19 at 6 p.m.
St. Matthews Church, live nativi-
ty in the courtyard, Dec. 4 at 6-9 p.m.;
“Hanging of the Greens,” Dec. 5 at 6
p-m.; choir and churchestra, “Journey
of Hope,” Dec. 19 at 10:45 a.m.; Christ-
mas Eve candlelight communion ser-

vice at 5 p.m.; millennial eve service at
11:15 p.m. ‘

Shively Church, 1999 Walk Thru
Bethlehem, Dec. 3 at 6-9:30 p.m., Dec.
4 at2-9 p.m. and Dec. 5 at 1-8 p.m.

Southeastern Region

Il SOMERSET—TFirst Church, Liv-
ing Christmas Tree, Dec. 11 at 7:30
p.m., Dec. 12 at 5 and 7 p.m.; youth
choir musical, “Lessons in Carols,”
Dec. 19at7 p.m.

South Central Region

B BEREA—Berea Church, music
and drama, “Dawn of Redemption,”
Dec. 12 at 10:45 a.m. Special guests
Michael Hunt and Karin Pelfrey.

B RICHMOND—Red House
Church, musical and drama, “The
Gospel According to Scrooge,” Dec. 18
and 19.

Southwestern Region

B FRANKLIN—Franklin Church,
children’s choirs, “The Birth Day” and
“Love Has Come,” Dec. 5 at 7 p.m.;
adult choir and drama, “Mary, Did You
Know?” Dec. 12 at 7 p.m.; youth choir,

“Lord, I Lift Your Name on High,” Dec.
19 at7 p.m. :

Russia won’t strike down law that
requires religious groups to register

MOSCOW (RNS)—In its first re-
view of a controversial law on religion,
Russia’s Constitutional Court refused to
strike down a clause that requires reli-
gious. groups seeking registration to
prove they have existed for more than
15 years.

However, the court did ease the re-
quirement for larger groups and those
registered before the new law took
effectin 1997. : :

The Nov. 23 ruling was in response
to a challenge to the controversial 1997
legislation brought by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses and Pentecostal congregations.

In practice, the ruling will help those
minority faiths in Russia that are large
and politically well-connected. Small
groupings with a handful of parishes, or
those that operated underground 15 or

SEEKING: Full-time pastor.
Please send resumé to: Meta Baptist
Church, 8807 Meta Highway, Pikeville,
KY 41501, Attn: Pastor Search Com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Historic Fee Fee Bap-
tist Church is seeking God’s person
to serve as minister of education with
the additional responsibility of devel-
oping ministries to singles in this sub-
urban St. Louis, Mo., community. Pri-
or singles ministry considered a plus.
Fee Fee is a strong traditional South-
ern Baptist church averaging over 500
in Sunday school. Forward resumé or
referrals to: Minister of Education and
Singles Search Committee, Fee Fee
Baptist Church, 11330 St. Charles
Rock Road, Bridgeton, MO 63044.
Fax: (314) 739-1302. :

SEEKING: Part-time, bivocation-
al pastor needed for small, rural church
near Whitesville, Ky. Three services per
week. Call Ed Hemmersbach for de-
tails: (270) 264-1478.

more years ago during the Soviet era,
still may be denied registration under
Russia’s religion law.

The Jesuits, for example, have been
active in Russia for at least 200 years—
sometimes underground—but recently
were denied registration as a religious
organization.

Registration is required to publish
religious literature, hire employees or
rent property. The deadline for registra-
tion is the end of this year.

In commenting on the decision, the
Constitutional Court’s Judge Valery
Zorkin defended the need for legislation
to protect citizens against what he called
dangerous religious movements. At the
same time, he told reporters, Russia
must maintain its commitment to reli-
gious freedom.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Piney Grove Baptist Church, Corbin,
Kly. Contact person: Marlon Sams, PO
Box 1563, Corbin, KY 40701. E

HELP WANTED: Summer youth
and college mission teams needed for
public housing and beach ministry in
Pensacola, Fla. Contact: Eric Sheaffer,
Pensacola Bay Baptist Association,
(850) 433-4393.

FOR SALE: Six hardwood pews
approximately 17 feet long. Beautiful
condition. $300 for all or $75 each.
Summit Academy, 11508 Main St.,
Middletown, KY 40243. Call: (502)
244-7090.

FOR SALE: Twenty-two 12-foot,
three 14-foot and two 4-foot solid oak
padded pews with pulpit furniture:
$5,000. Call: (270) 924-5227.

FOR SALE: Nineteen 10-foot and
four 7-foot solid oak pews—available
about the 1st of February. Please call
Lyle Cooper at (270) 866-6615.



Advertising campaign markets Christianity with an edge

By Kristen Campbell
Religion News Service

MOBILE, Ala. (RNS)—In a drive
to reach unchurched residents, some
churches have taken to the local TV
stations to get people to think about
God and eternity—and the possible
temperatures in hell.

Nationwide, congregations eager
to reach unchurched Americans are
turning to media savvy parachurch or-
ganizations for help.

“The message hasn’t changed.
Jesus is still the answer to all people’s
needs,” said Kyle Thompson, a man
who markets God for a living. “What
is itabout us that’s keeping them from
seeing it?”

That question and its myriad an-
swers are what keep Thompson in
business.

General manager of media out-
reach at Impact Productions in Tulsa,
Okla., Thompson works with others
to create Christian commercials, films
and TV programs.

Among Impact’s clients is Belfor-
est Baptist Church in Baldwin Coun-
ty, Ala. About a month ago, Impact’s
ads, simultaneously stark in their sim-
plicity and trendy with their jerky,
MTV-esque production, started show-
ing up on that community’s cable sta-
tions between programs on the A&E,
USA, TNT, ESPN and Lifetime net-
works.

The commercials portray un-
churched people asking questions
about the realities of hell, salvation
and the world’s end.

The “What if it’s true?” campaign
ads were purchased for about $3,000
by the church. According to Belfor-
est’s associate pastor, Mike Parker, the
congregation raised an additional
$5,000 to pay for the air time.

“Our target is people who are out-

side of church,” Parker said. “All these
commercials are definitely from the
opposite point of view.”

Take the “hell lady,” as Parker de-
scribes one commercial’s narrator. A
young woman stands alone in an emp-
ty yellow room and sarcastically says:
“And it’s really hot. And there’s, like,
torture going on. And you can’t bear

_the heat. And you can’t ever leave. Be-

cause you’'re in hell. All alone in this
hot, humid, scorching, hot, burning,
hot fire.

“I don’t think so,” she sneers.

The commercial’s signature ques-
tion, “What if it’s true?” then flashes
across the screen, followed by Belfor-
est’s name, address and phone number.

The ads, as far as Belforest member
Tom Farmer of Fairhope is concerned,
are “must-do” evangelism. “It reaches
out to a community at a time when
church just seems to be the same old
thing,” said Farmer. “This seemed like
a way to reach people and say, ‘God is
real, He’s not asleep, He never has been,
and He cares.”

Parker concurs: “We want to go
where people are at. We know that we
have to relate to them. ... They already
have these negative impressions of
church anyway. We go right up front
and address them.”

~ Still, in congregations’ efforts to
reach the unchurched, some churchgo-
ers find the methods somewhat off-put-
ting. “Most church people don’t like
‘What if it’s true?” It doesn’t speak to
them, which is fantastic,” Thompson
said. “It’s so not-churchy.”

The ad campaign, launched a year
ago, is running in more than 400 mar-
kets nationwide, Thompson said. Con-
gregations purchase rights to run at least
five of the eight commercials in the
campaign and retain market-exclusive
privileges to “Whatif it’s true?” for two
years.

During its first several months on the
air, Thompson said, the “edgy” cam-
paign, based on a series of sermons de-
livered by a Tulsa, Okla., pastor, “has
really caught the eye.” One Oklahoma
City congregation noted a more than 20
percent increase in the number of visi-
tors during the first few weeks of the
campaign, he said. {

Scotty Jernigan, pastor of Belforest
Baptist, said he only knows of a few
visitors who’ ve been spurred by the ads
to attend his congregation but says it’s
still early to gauge the commercials’
long-term effect.

Religious commercials, of course,
are nothing new.

But the style of such messages, as
well as the medium used to transmit
them, mark changes from evangelistic
methods used decades ago, according
to Lyle Schaller, author of “Innovations
in Ministry: Models for the Twenty-
First Century.”

“There was a day,” said Schaller of
Naperville, I1., “when denominational
systems produced a variety of ads ...
typically for print, later for radio and
then later for television.”

In today’s image-driven generation,
however, the rules have changed.

Many contemporary advertisements
are produced by parachurch organiza-
tions and are broadcast on television and
radio. Some ads, Schaller said, “tend to
focus on ... the viewer’s questions rath-
er than ‘Shut up and listen and watch
and we’ll tell you what we have to of-
fer. 9

Now, he said, ads begin with
““Where do you hurt?” and ‘We believe
we have an answer to the questions
you’re raising.””” In other words, “You
begin with the consumer’s agenda; you
don’t begin with the product you’re
pushing.”

The method has its critics, who be-
lieve the job of the church is to proclaim

the gospel, not ask people how they feel,
he added. But Shaller said Jesus used
both methods in His ministry.

“The printed word ain’t working as
well as it used to,” he said. “It’s increas-
ingly a visual communication world.”

Still, he acknowledged, something
can be lost on the airwaves where the
subtleties and complexities of Christian-
ity can be more difficult to communi-
cate.

- Jernigan, too, said there’s more to
Christianity than the “What if it’s true?”
ads convey. “What we want to do is use
the commercials as a connector” by get-
ting seekers “to the door.”

From Creed to Nine Inch Nails, musicians explore spiritual issues

By Steve Rabey
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—As the
millennium is winding down, a number
of popular recording artists are getting
serious about the meaning of life, and
this fall there’s been a bumper crop of
best-selling albums brimming with spir-
itual and philosophical themes. -

In late September, Nine Inch Nails
released “The Fragile,” an angst-filled
sonic wail of nihilistic industrial rock.
The two-CD album debuted atop Bill-
board’s national sales chart in October
before being replaced by Creed’s “Hu-
man Clay,” a collection of muscular

hard rock that runneth over with reli-

gious themes. ;

Next it was Latin rock guitar virtuo-
so Carlos Santana’s “Supernatural” al-
bum dominating the charts with its mu-
sic that “touches each listener directly
in the heart and stirs the soul.”

In addition, albums like Live’s “The
Distance to Here,” Paula Cole Band’s

"“Amen,” Sting’s “Brand New Day,”
and Little Steven Van Zandt’s “Born
Again Savage” have prominently fea-
tured spiritual themes.

There’s still plenty of music glori-
fying sex, drugs and violence, but the

profusion of otherworldly odes is note-

worthy.

“Even now, with (sex) and cash rul-
ing the scene, divine hunger still moti-
vates some rockers,” wrote a Rolling
Stone reviewer who said spiritual songs
“appeal to young people who grew up
swabbed by catechism, Bible study or
Hebrew school.” Earlier this year, a
SPIN magazine writer commented on
the metaphysical musings of artists like
Madonna, Alanis Morissette and Jew-
el, saying, “The dividing line between
the spirit and the entertainment indus-
try is becoming increasingly tough to
draw.”

Bill Romanowski, who teaches pop
culture classes at Calvin College in
Grand Rapids, Mich., said today’s mys-
tical music reminds him of the late 60s
and early ’70s, when people couldn’t
get enough of songs like “Spirit in the
Sky,” “Oh Happy Day,” “My Sweet
Lord,” “Turmn, Turn, Turn” and “Put
Your Hand in the Hand.”

“There was a spiritual quest among
alienated youth who were actively seek-
ing alternative ways of life and reacting
against the perceived bankruptcy of
America’s material-oriented values,”
said Romanowski, author of the 1996
book, “Pop Culture Wars.”

“Of course, materialism won,” he
added. “Now, both aging baby boomers

and younger people are asking, ‘What's
really important to me? What happens
when I die?” Perhaps this is one reason
for the appearance of this trend today.”

Issues of meaning—and meaning-
lessness—are at the heart of Nine Inch
Nails’ “The Fragile,” an album The
New York Times called “a desperate
identity crisis rendered in symphonic
scale.” :

Reznor sings of his descent fro
grace and how he has “lost my faith in
everything.” Only romantic love occa-
sionally breaks pessimism’s death grip.
“We will make it through somehow,”
he sings in the song “We’re in This To-
gether.”

On the opposite side of pop music’s
philosophical divide is Creed, whose
music affirms the existence of God and
the possibility of human transformation.
The band’s debut album, “My Own
Prison,” has sold nearly 4 million cop-
ies, and “Human Clay,” their hard-rock-
ing sophomore outing, already has sold
amillion copies.

Opening with the song, “Are You
Ready,” singer Scott Stapp belts out
lines that point to the words of Jesus:
“Hey, Mr. Seeker/ Hold on to this ad-
vice/ If you keep seeking you will find.”
In “Higher,” the album’s popular first

single, Stapp sings, “Can you take me

higher/ To the place where blind men
see/ Can you take me higher/ To the
place with golden streets?”

Stapp, a preacher’s’kid who says he
still hasn’t found what he’s looking for,
rarely comments on his own beliefs.

“When the secular media asks me
questions, 90 percent of them have no
background in religion so they don’t
even understand,” he said during one
recent interview, adding, “I know that I
believe in God.” (A text of the interview
can be found at www.young leader.org).

While some critics are uncomfort-
able with rock’s religiosity, many fans
are embracing meatier, more meaning-
ful music.

“Pop music is a central part of ado-
lescent culture, and culture makes a dif-
ference in all our lives,” said Donald
Roberts, a professor at Stanford Univer-
sity and co-author of the 1998 book,
“It’s Not Only Rock & Roll,” which
evaluates decades worth of social sci-
ence research on music. ‘

“There are kids who will look you
in-the eye and say, ‘I’'m not paying any
attention to lyrics,” but after a few weeks
of listening, they can recite the lyrics to
you,” he said. “Music and pop culture
in general are dynamic things: kids
change the culture, and the culture
changes them, too.”

WHAT IF IT’S TRUE?

An Oklahoma ad company
is using attitude to help
churches reach unchurched
neighbors. “Most church
people don't like ‘What if
it's true?’ It doesn’t speak
to them, which is
fantastic,” said Kyle
Thompson of Impact
Productions. “It’s so
not-churchy.”

“When the secular
media asks me
questions, 90
percent of them
have no
background in
religion so they
don’t even
understand.”

Scott Stapp, lead singer
for Creed
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| CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE Sk

Wbe/f Poes Our Support Come From./

2% 4%

Kentucky Baptist Convention 4%
Auxiliary Enterprises 6%
- Endowment/Investment Income36%
: Tuition and Fees 4%
% i gifts = 37%
7 O
%’ tudent Aid 11%

Miscellaneous 2%

4%

HOW CAN YOU HAVE A PART IN HELPING CLEAR CREEK?

PRAY:; this is the Lord’s work and must have His anointing.
VISIT the campus. Bring a church group and see the umque sc:ale
model of Jerusalem and beautiful campus.

ADOPT a student; contact the Student Affairs office.
WORK as a volunteer to remodel or build student housing. -
Doctors and dentists are also needed in our clinics.

REMEMBER Clear Creek in your will and estate plans.

SUPPORT the annual Christmas Shopping Spree.

PROVIDE materials for Child Development Center; recreational
items for Family Life Center; books to the Library. ‘
MAKE a gift to our endowment; interest income will support our
entire program. |
HONOR 3 loved one and help ’cram a s’cudent through an endowed
student scholarship for $1O 000.
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