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EUBAI\fK6; (13P)~How many 
Bibles are.sitting around your house, 

• on the back. seatofyour car or on dusty 
shelves atchtirch? • 

Emiiy Filip(of.Wetumpka, Ala., 
was amazed to discover she had 18 
Bibles in a yariety of translations in 
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In fact, ~hen she stopped to thirik • countries over the past 15 years. • • ·"' • 
about it;she:realizedshe actuallyused . . . .. 
bnly three of those 1 & Bibles. Jfook:Link, a nonprofit and totally of the home and two, two-car garages 
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Pastors: Time, expectations are biggest challenges 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LEXINGTON-Increasing expec­
tations and time pressures are among the 
gr.e.atest challenges pastors face today, 
according to an infonnal survey of con­
ference leaders at a recent pastors' 
workshop. 

Speakers at last month's "Shepherd­
ing the Shepherd" conference for pas­
tors offered a variety of suggestions to 
handle what they see as major pressures 
facing pastors. The conference was 
sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention and Baptist Healthc.u·e Sys­
tem. 

Jay Wolf, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Montgomery. Ala .. said the 
professional expectations of pastors are 
higher than in previous years for every 
aspect of the job, from preaching to ad­
ministration. Pastors must find ways to 
cope. 

• He said he uses a simple trilogy to 
handle the pressures he faces : • 

I Recognize the realities. "Minis­
try is a black hole," Wolf said. "I can 
pour my entire being into it and never 
fill it up." 

I Don't Ji·ee-::,e. Just because you 
can't do everything. that shouldn't be 
an excuse for doing nothing. he added. 
··1 think some people do become immo- . 

bilized by the expectations,' ' he said. 
··Do your best." 

I Enjoy the trip. Ministry should be 
the joy of the journey, he said, not in 
arriving at a destination such as a new 
churnh~ or being asked to preach at a 
pastors' conference. '•Ministry is the 
day-to-day joy of joining God in minis­
tering to His family and building His 
kingdom.''· 

ban Webster agreed that today's 
pastor is expected to ··be.aJI things to all 
people. It's awfully difticult to be a man 
of the Word and prayer. Now you have 
to have an MBA in business and under­
stand leadership," he said. 
o See Pastors: Time ... , page 10 
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Baptists minister 
to church after 

airline crash 
MONROE, Wash. (BP)­
When pastor Jim Shiner 

learned two local 
ministers were among 

those killed in the crash 
of Alaska Airlines Flight 
261, he couldn't believe 

the news. Shiner is 
pastor of First Baptist 

Church in Monroe, 
Wash., located just one 

mile from The Rock 
Church Northwest, a 

charismatic church led 
by Joe and Linda Knight. 

The Knights were among 
the 88 people killed 

when the Alaska Airlines 
jet plunged into the 

Pacific Ocean off the 
California coast Jan. 31. 

Shiner said a group of 
ministers met Feb. 1 to 

pray for the Knights' 
• surviving children as 

well as the church. "We 
specifically talked about 
ways to minister to that 
congregation," he said. 

"There are only 26 
churches in Monroe, so 

we frequently work 
together on things." 

Shiner said he has 
offered to provide grief 

counseling for members 
of The Rock Church. 

"The biggest thing we 
can do is to lift them up 
in prayer, especially the 

leadership of the 
church," he said. 
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BAPTISTS 
Will SBC elect ethnic president-in next 5 years? 
By Lee Weeks 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary • 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)-De­
claring that "the day is over" when the 
Southern Baptist Convention is "a 
white Anglo-Saxon denomination," 
convention president Paige Patterson 
said he hopes the SBC will elect its -
first ethnic president within five years. 

"I believe, deep down in my heart, 
with all my soul that.the future of the 
Southern Baptist Convention has to be 
a multi-racial, multi-ethnic future, or 
quite frankly, in my way of thinking, 
it has no future," Patterson said dur­
ing the Southern Baptist North Amer­
ican Mission Board's second annual 
Ethnic Presidents Roundtable Confer­
ence held Feb. 1-2 on the campus of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C. 

Patterson, president of Southeast­
ern Seminary, and Bob Reccord, pres­
ident of the North American Mission 
Board, met with representatives of 
more than a dozen ethnic fellowships 
within the SBC in an effort to increase 
ethnic in vol vemen~ and representation 

in the denomination. 
Currently 26 ethnic fellowships 

hold member status in the SBC, the 
majority being Korean, African­
American and Hispanic, said Michael 
Cooley, NAMB's special assistant in 
leadership development. 

During his first term of office as 
SBC president, Patterson said, he 
made a concerted effort to appoint eth­
nic representatives to nearly every 
committee for which he was respon­
sible, an effort he pledged to maintain 
at the 2000 annual meeting in Orlan­
do. • 

"I intend to use someone ifl possi­
bly can from every ethnic fellowship 
and hopefully numerous ones from 
many of the ethnic fellowships," he 
said. 

Patterson said his love and appre­
ciation for ethnic diversity was fos­
tered by his parents. 

"I have a Palestinian-Arab brother 
and I have a Mexican brother and I have 
a Japanese sister who all grew up with 
me in the home," he noted. "I grew up 
in an international family and I learned 
right there that the most colorful and 
enjoyable experiences in life, I have 

found, cross lines that so often divide 
people. I really do want to see us with a 
new day in our convention." 

Reccord said that as the convention 
seeks to become more ethnically diverse 
in its leadership, churches also must 
become more culturally and racially di­
verse. 

"I think we've got to continue to 
push toward multi-cultural churches 
where in a church it's not just convert­
ed Jews, it's not just African-Ameri­
cans, it's not just Eastern Europeans," 
he said. "The church I read ab,.put in the 
New Testament is a 'cfiurch TuaT'is"· 
spread across all kinds of cultural barri­
ers and in any given church it wasn't 
just homogeneous. I frankly think that 
has become much more a sociological 
principle than a theological principle." 

Phil Jones, directorofNAMB's stra­
tegic planning support team, said the 
SBC' s 1998 Annual Church Profile re­
port listed about 45,000 congregations, 
of which 6,000 were identified as pre­
dominantly ethnic. He said that accord­
ing to the report ethnic congregations, 
totaling 635,000 members, represent 
about 4 percent of the denomination's 
membership. 

Southern orchestrates key changes at music school 
By Tim Ellsworth 
Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

LOUISVJLLE (BP)-Changes in 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary's school of church music and wor­
ship are focusing the school more on 
praise and worship leadership, accord­
ing to school officials. 

"The biggest difference is that we 
are offering more degrees with worship 
as the driving force -rather than music 
as the driving force, yet we arestill con­
tinuing to offer the degrees we' ve al­
ways offered that give priority to mu­
sic," said Lloyd Mims, dean of the 
school. "We'reerribracingamuch wid­
er array of church music education." 

The changes, which are being 
phased into the program, are expected 
to be fully in place by the fall semester. 

Chief among the changes will be a 
new structure for the school of church 
music and worship. It will have three 
divisions-the academy of music, the 
institute of praise and worship and the 
conservatory of church music-instead 
of the current two. 

• The academy of music will provide 
music insln!ction for seminary commu­
nity families as well as famil ies in the 
Louisville area. It also will provide 
training for music majors in the James 
P. Boyce College of the Bible. 

The institute of praise and worship 
will emphasize worship leadership. In 
addition to master of divinity degrees 
in in worship and church music, the 
school will launch a new master of arts 
in worship, a 48-hour degree. 

The seminary also will revamp its 
doctor of ministry in worship degree. 
Instead of requiring students to spend a 

year on campus, the new requirements 
will allow students to complete the de­
gree by spending only four weeks on 
campus over a two-year period. The 
degree will emphasize a praise and wor­
ship approach to music . 

Another key element of the new 
emphasis on worship will be the theo­
logical foundation students will receive. 

Daniel Block, professor of Old Tes­
tament interpretation at Southern Sem­
inary, has helped design such theologi­
cal classes as "Biblical Theology of 
Worship." . 

'There's more to worship than mu­
sic," Block said. "Music is important, 
but worship begins with a revelation of 
God . . .. Unless we come away changed, 
. we haven't worshiped." 

The conservatory of church music 
will continue to provide classical musi­
cal training through various degrees. 
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James Merritt 
likely candidate 
for SBC presidency 

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (ABP) 
-:-Suburban Atlanta pastor James 
Merritt will likely be nominated as­
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention when it meets June 13-
14 in Orlando, Fla. 

Merritt's nomination was men­
tioned Jan. 31 at a Florida confer­
ence that has in the past served as 
a launching pad for successful 
presidential campaigns. 

Texas pastor Jack Graham said 
he was sorry that weather-related 
travel problems prevented Merritt 
from attending the annual pastors' 
conference at First Baptist Church 
in Jacksonville. 

"I was looking forward to him 
being here and hearing him preach 
and to asking him for the privilege 
of nominating him as president of 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
when we meet next. I hope he'll 
allow me to do that, but I'll have 
to ask him another time, I guess," 
said Graham, pastor of Preston­
wood Baptist Church in Dallas. 

Me1Titt said he "hasn't spoken 
directly" with anyone, but he 
"would be honored" if he were 
nominated. 

ff elected, Merritt, pastor of 
the 1 1 ,000-member First Baptist 
Church in Snellville, Ga., would 
succeed Paige Patterson as SBC 
president. Patterson, president of 
Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Wake Forest, N.C., 
completes his second one-year 
tetm this year and is ineligible for 
re-election. 

Merritt is the immediate past 
chairman of the 'SBC Executive 
Committee, an 81-member body 
that conducts business for the SBC 
between conventions. He also is a • 
former president'of the SBC Pas­
tors' Conference and preached the 
SBC convention sermon in 1998. 

Merritt is a graduate of Stetson 
University in Deland, Fla. , and 
Southern Baptist Theologic;al 
Seminary in Louisville. 

The Jacksonville Bible confer~ 
ence, in its 14th year, drew an au­
dience of more than 6,300 people 
from about 38 states. It has 
launched successful nominations 
of past conservative presidential 
nominees including Adrian Rogers 
in 1986, Jerry Vines in 1988, Mor-

. ris Chapman in 1·990 and Patter­
son in 1998. 

Merritt nominated Patterson as 
president in 1998 and also nomi­
nated the SBC's current second 
vice president, fellow Georgian 
Frank Cox, at last year's conven­
tion in Atlanta. 

In his convention sermon in 
Salt Lake c;ity, Merritt urged 
Southern Baptists to remain vigi­
lant in their defense of conserva­
tive values. 

"The battle for the soul of our 
denomination, our colleges, our 
seminaries, our churches, even for 
the Bible itself, will never be over,'' 
he said. 'There may be a cease­
fire, but ... you can never let your 
guard down." 



KENTUCKY 
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New KBC jobs target young adults, internationals, Web 
LOUISVILLE-Targeting ministry 

opportunities involving international 
students, young adults and Internet tech­
nology, the Kentucky Baptist Executive 
Board's administrative committee ap­
proved three personnel recommenda- • 
tions last week. 

Tomrriy Johnson was named inter­
national student campus minister; Doug 
Miller was approved as a young adult 
contract consultant; and Brenda Smith, 
a part-time news specialist in the KBC 
communications/media department, 
was named full-time news and web spe­
cialist. 

Johnson, who has been serving as 
associate campus minister for the Uni­
versity of Louisville Baptist Student 
Union, will continue to work from the 
U of L campus. With a statewide focus 
on international student ministry, how­
ever, he will help develop strategies and 
recruit volunteers to work on campuses 

across the state. 
"We have more than 3,400 interna­

tional students studying on our public 
school campuses in Kentucky," noted 
Keith Inman, director of the KBC' s col­
legiate ministry department. 
He said he is excited about 
Johnson's sense of calling 
and ability to "build bridges 
to minister to international 
students." 
. Johnson is a graduate of 

Western Kentucky Universi­
ty in Bowling Green and 
Southem1faptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville. 
He previously was a summer Johnson 
missions assistant in the • 
KBC collegiate ministry department 
and a campus minister at Campbells­
ville University. 

"My real heart and soul and passion 
is with campus ministry," Johnson said. 

"This international student ministry is 
really international missions at our 
doorstep." 

Miller, a student at Southern Semi­
nary, will work part-time in his role as 

a young adult consultant. 
Vernon Cole, leader of the 
KBC' s church growth team, 
said Miller's primary respon­
sibilities will include devel­
oping content and enlisting 
conference leaders for young 
adult conferences at Super 
Saturday as well as interact­
ing with local churches "that 
are doing a good job of 
reaching young adults." 

Cole described Miller as 
"a very, very bright individual who also 
is a very sensitive person." 

Miller is a graduate of Boyce Bible 
School in Louisville and Campbellsville 
University. He expects to graduate from 

Southern Seminary in December. He 
currently is minister of discipleship and 
evangelism at First Baptist Church of 
Fairdale. 

Smith's expanded role as news and 
web specialist will combine her current 
responsibilities with new duties, ex­
plained Robert Reeves, KBC commu-
nications director. · . 

In addition to writing news articles 
for the corrimunications office, she will 
coordinate the work of freelance writ­
ers and photographers to assist in KBC 
communications efforts. She also will 
be responsible for the state convention's 
Web site design and management. 

"We need to take our site (www. 
kybaptist.org) to the next level," Reeves 
said. 'This is one step in that process." 

Smith is a graduate of Illinois State 
University in Normal. She previously 
was a communications associate for 
United Way in Greenwood, S.C. . . 

Promise Keepers :looks to make lasting impact in Louisville 
LOUISVILLE-Promise Keepers' 

organizers say they want the first-ever 
Kentucky rally this July to be more than 

• ju~t a flash in the pan. 
At an announcement last week, co­

ordinators began to unveil a "city strat­
egy" to unite area churches and reli­
gious organizations for a long-range 
impact. 

"Our goal is to come alongside and 
equip local ministries to do the work and 
to effect the changes," said Pat Kar­
schner, a Promise Keepers senior direc­
tor working in cooperation with the 
Louisville rally. 

Karschner said the city strategy is a 
key reason for recent restructuring for 
the national men's ministry, based in 
Denver, Colo. 

"The reorganization of the U.S. 
structure had nothing to do with finance 
es," he told pastors Feb. · 5 at Shiv~ly 
Heights Baptist Church. Questions of 
financial health have dogged the orga­
nization ever since it quit charging ad­
missions fees for its events. "Promise 
Keepers is healthy financially," he said. 

The city strategy will seek to estab­
lish a framework for local churches and 
ministries to network in order to in­
crease effectiveness. 

Karschner said churches need to 

break down walls of race and denomi­
national barriers and work together to 
make a difference in their communities. 
He quoted the Index of Leading Cul­
tural Indicators to note that since the . 
1960s-aperiod when the U.S. pop1.1-
lation increased 41 percent: 

I Youth suicides doubled. 
I The number of children living in 

single-adult homes tripled. 
I Illegitimate births quadrupled. 
I Violent crimes grew five-fold. 
While notin!'.Y .th::!t the church is 

growing, Ka.r~u ·, r said, "I believe the 
church is mah " iXOgress but it's los­
ing ground." 

The first phase of the city effort will 
involve prayer by church leaders and 
assembly of a leadership team, Kar­
schner said. After that, the local leader-: 
ship will determine the direction, he 
said. 

'The dynamics of the church strate­
gy change with each city," he said. 

About 35 area pastors attended the 
first organizational meeting, a turnout 
Karschner said is about what is expect-
ed for the first meeting. • 

Promise Keepers traces its begin­
nings to 1990 when University of Col­
orado football coach Bill McCartney 
and a friend were on a three-hour car 

ride to a Fellowship of Christian Ath­
letes meeting. The two discussed the · 
idea of filling a stadium with Christian 
men. Later that year, 72 men began to 
fast and pray about the concept of thou­
sands of men coming together for the 
purpose of Christian discipleship. 

In July 1991, 4,200 men gathered for 
the first Promise Keepers conference at 
the University of Colorado basketball 
arena. Since then, more than 3.2 mil­
lion men have attended 83 Promise 
Keepers stadium and arena conferenc­
es. 

Karschner said the group has been 
successful in bringing together men 
from a variety of denominations. Its 
goal of racial diversity, however, has not 
been met, he added. About 84 percent 
of the men attending rallies are Cauca­
sian. African-Americans and Hispanics 
represent only 4 percent each of audi-

ences at the rallies, he said. 
For more information about the ral­

ly or the city strategy, call (303) 964-
7878. • 

Legislator says House bill restores 
freedom to camps and churches 
Continued from page 1 
disability, race, color or national origin. 

_The bill "is. very limited and focused 
very narrowly," Kerr explained. "It says 
a church or religious organization that 
makes its facilities available to the pub­
lic can withhold that facility if a group's 
views are offensive to the religious be­
liefs of the church." 

He said the bill also clearly address­
es the concern of a group "claiming its 
basic religious beliefs involve racist 
beliefs or superiority of a race" by de­
nying religious status to such groups. 

Kerr said the measure also specifies 
that a religious organization "can't deny 
an individual a right.to participate in a 
public event" sponsored by the organi­
zation. Overall, the bill "restores reli­
gious freedom to our Kentucky church­
es to be able to exercise discretion in 
how their property is used," he said. 

Citing the need for the legislation, 
Kerr added, 'To tum a facility dedicat­
ed to the Lord's service over to a group 
who rejects the God we worship ulti­
mately is an inroad by the state into the 
free exercise ofreligion." • 

Lipscomb said Sen. President Pro 
_Tern Dick Roeding (R-Dist. 11) plans 
to lead efforts to pass the measure in the 

Senate. 
Kerr said the bill should be assigned 

to a Senate committee this week and 
. sent to the Senate floor as early as next 
week. He predicted the bill "will be 
overwhelmingly passed in the Senate." 

Assessing the impact of the legisla­
tion, Lipscomb said, 'This has taken on 
a far greater importance than what start­
ed four years ago. We've been going at · 
it from a First Amendment perspective. 
It will provide religious organizations 
the ability to have a choice and stand 
up for their religious convictions. 

"The significance is not just for 
Southern Baptists in Kentucky," he add­
ed. "It goes across denominational and 
faith lines. 

"It would have been really easy to 
take a short-term approach and not 
abide by the law, but that would have 
done more to hurt us than help us," Lip­
scomb said. "We took the responsibili­
ty to work within the system and try to 
change things." • 

Encouraging Baptists throughout the 
state to express their views on the issue, 
he added, "We need Southern Baptists 
to understand the significance of this 
issue and our legislators need to hear 
from them." 

WORSHIP Music evangelist 
Dwight Ashley of Louisville 
sings during Promise 
Keepers' organizational 
meeting last week at 
Shively Heights Baptist 
Church in Louisville. 
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By James Rudin 

'That was then and this is now." 
This flippant phrase is usually in­

voked to end any serious exploration of 
our individual or collective pasts. The 
intention is to repress the past and em­
phasize only the 

pariah, a parasite, an '.'evil empire" just 
90 miles from Florida. But during those 
same 40 years, American leaders have 
dramatically changed official policy to­
ward two communist regimes far more 
powerful than Cuba. The United States 
accorded diplomatic recognition to Chi-

na during the Nixon ad­

MAURI SMITH 
Marketing & Business 

Manager 

present. While the clev­
er words may sound ac­
curate, they are a lie. 

COMMENTARY ministration and to 
. 'Vietnam during Clin­

ton's term in office, two 
nations that were former military foes 
of the United States. 

Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Western Recorder is 
published weekly by Western 

Recorder Inc., an agency of 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253, except 

for one week in July and 

The bitter custody struggle over 
6-year-old Elian Gonzalez is a vivid 
example of how the past often governs 
the present. 

Fidel Castro took control of Cuba in 
1959 and ever since he and his commu­
nist government have dominated much 
of American public life including the 
Bay of Pigs fiasco, the missile crisis and • 
the continuing U.S. embargo. 

For four decades Cuba has been a 
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Developments in Florida and Wash­
ington, D.C., reveal how divisive the 
Gonzalez case is. Many American pol­
iticians who insist parents are the true 
custodians of authentic "family values" 
now urge that young Elian not be re­
turned to his father and grandparents in 
Cuba. The "then" of 40 years ago deci­
sively shapes the "now" of today, and a 

al with respect to the opportunity for 
ministers to receive an exemption in the 
first place. It reads in part, "Many min­
isters who opted out of Social Security 
may have failed to understand some of 

the benefits ... . " If personal 
conscience and religious 
convictions mean anything 
at all, they must come be­
fore any consideration of 
the "benefits" of programs 
like Social Security. In fact, 
the article would seem to 
suggest that the choice.be­
comes one of deciding be-

1 • tween personal and reli-
gious convictions (the only legitimate 
bas~ for an ~xemption) on the one hand 
and_economic benefits on the other. 
Surely we don't need to ask where we 
stand oh that issue! - • 

• Religious orgartizations have signif­
icant privileges in our society. One sure 
way to invite the loss of those privileg­
es is to use them for mere personal gain 
instead. of as an expression of honest 
religious convictions. 

Luther McIntyre 
Louisville 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject wifi be considered _ 

. for publication, provided they 
do not make a personal attack 
on anyone. Letters are limited 

to 300 words and may be 

Experiencing joy in ministry 

edited for length. Submit by 
mail or fax or by e-mail to: 

wesrec@ntr.net 

To prace an advertisement: 
Rates are available upon 

request by calling (502) 244-
6470. Institutional columns 

on an inside page are paid 
space. Claims made by 

advertisers are not necessarily 
those of the Western 

Recorder's staff 
and directors. 

Directors: Charles Midkiff, 
Greenville, chairman; Barry 

Howard; Corbin, vice 
chairman; Jim Abernathy, 

Covington, secretary; Laura 
Beville, Bowling Green; Mark 
Boes, Cecilia; Mike Harmon, 

Princeton; David Harmon-
Vaught, Louisville; Don 

Mantooth, Morehead; Bill 
Marshall, Louisville; June B. 

Rice, Paintsville; Bill Thurman, 
Lexington; Kenneth Wells, 

Somerset. 

"Joy in Ministry" was the theme of 
the Shepherding the Shepherd Confer­
ence attended recently by 272 people, 
including leaders and staff. The purpose 
of the conference was to provide an ex -
perience of enrichment and 
encouragement for pastors 
and their spouses. 

Dave Bullock, pastor of 
fme arts at Elmbrook Church 
in Wisconsin, and his wor -
ship team led four incredible 
worship times for couples. 
Dave is very gifted at blend­
ing the new and old in a 
seamless movement of 
praise and worship. Bill Mackey 

Charles Lowery, a na­
tionally-known writer, psychologist and 
pastor of Hoffmantown Community 
Church in Albuquerque, N.M., told par­
ticipants that in order to maintain joy in 
ministry, one must think clearly, forsake 
bad habits, anticipate the best and sim­
ply do it now. His qumor enabled min­
isters to laugh about funny things that 
happen in ministry. 

Using Jeremiah and John the Bap­
tist as examples, Dan Webster shared 
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that following God faithfully will sel­
dom get you where you want to be, will 
bring you to points of surrender you did 
not anticipate _and will draw you to an 
intimacy witfi Christ that you never 

knew. Dan heads Authentic 
Leaders Inc., a ministry that 
trains and inspires leaders to 
live authentic lives of great 
impact. 

• "Pastors are able to pass 
on comfort and healing to 

. others because they have re­
ceived it from God in their 
own experience," said Arch 
Hart, professor of psycholo-
gy at Fuller Theological 
Seminary. He said pastors 

get in trouble because they forget they 
are people who are subject to emotion­
al hazards and stress. Hart is best known 
·for his book "Adrenaline and Stress," 
which has been updated many times. 

The following quote demonstrates 
why Kathleen Hart, who serves as a 
chaplain to student wives at Fuller, 
struck a chord with participants: 'The 
spouse may feel anger and loneliness 
when 'Mr. Wonderful' is the center of 

6-year-old boy is the proverbial pawn 
in an ugly political chess game that has 
little to do with the "best interests" of 
the child. 

One conservative Republican busi­
nessman in Tampa recently acknowl­
edged: "I hate to admit it, but Castro is 
right in this case. If Elian were Haitian, 
every politico would proudly speak of 
'family reunification' as a noble reason 
for sending the boy back to his father. 
But Castro and Cuba have always been 
different." 

So different that the National Coun­
cil of Churches is a staunch advocate 
for returning Elian to Cuba and fhe 
Catholic nun who hosted the boy's re­
cent meeting with hii~hers in 
Miami declares, "I am no longer neu­
tral.'.' She believes Elian should stay 
with his extended family in the U.S. 

It has been 40 years since Castro 
gained power. That was then and this is 
now. Sure it is. 

Pro-abortion stance? 
Your paper has used the term "anti­

abortion" in the past to refer to people 
who refer to themselves as "pro-life." 
That is a tactic normally used by the 
mainstream media who go out of their 
way to vilify those who choose to pro­
tect the most innocent of our citizens. 

Is_ ,Your paper pro-abortion? One 
would presume so based on your choice 
to use the term "anti-abortion" when 
referring to pro-lifers. 

Patrick L Rowe 
Oneida 

Editor's Note: By definition, pr'o-life 
advocates are anti-abortion. Howev­
er, in our Feb. I article dbout the Ken­
tucky Rally for Life, we used the term • 
"pro-life" four times and "anti-abor­
tion" once. On a personal level, ! 
wrote in my Jan. 25 editorial, "We · 
must take an active role in addressing 
our nation's abortion crisis. . . . The 
most' effective way · to affirm pro-life _ 
values is to move from words to ac~ 
tions." I remain deeply committed to 
the sanctity of human life. 

attention. Your spouse and family 
should receive more of your smiles than 
anyone else should." 

Billy Compton, pastor of Severns 
Valley Baptist Church in Elizabeth­
town, challenged participants to stay 
alive in ministry by maintaining balance 
between personal priorities and the 
expectations of others. 

Jay Wolf, pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Montgomery, Ala., gave 
practical advic_e. "Be intentionally evan­
gelistic," he said. Jay has three evange­
listic luncheons each week to help him 
witness on an individual basis as well 
as from the pulpit. 

Many thanks to Richard Adams, . 
• Guy Futral and all on the Kentucky 

Baptisf leadership development team 
for their outstanding work in planning 
this excellent experience for pastors ~d 
spouses. We are so grateful for the part­
nership with Baptist Healthcare System 
that made this ministry to pastors and 
spouses possible. 

Contact the leadership development 
department if you want to participate in 
next year's Shepherding the Shepherd 
Conference, Jan. 25-27, 2001. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Challenge To Build 
offers churches 
financial benefits 
By Doug Strader 

Does your church need money 
for a special project such as a new 

building, pur­
chasing prop­
erty, remodel­
ing a building 
or paying off 
indebtedness? 
If you an­
swered yes to 
any of the 
above needs, 

Challenge To Build may be your 
answer. 

Challenge To Build was start­
ed several years ago by several 
Southern Baptist state stewardship 
directors to help meet the needs of 
some of our smaller churches. The 
principles of)he program, how­
ever, ·are applicable for any size 
church. Those'principles include: 

I The commitments (called 
"faith promises") are over and • 
above regular giving. 

I Commitments are made for a 
three-year period. 

I The theme is "Equal Sacri-, 
fice, Not Equal Gifts." 

I Commitments are made indi­
yidually, usuaµy in the privacY, of 
ohe'shome. - . 
' • I E~ery effort is 'made.to make • 
the decision and the giving a mean­
ingful spiritual experience. 
• ,Why should a church.c<;msider 
conducting a Challenge To Build 

? • program. ., , . . . 
. I It enc,ourages spiritual growth 

of church me1'}bers. 
, I It eliminates or reduces inter­
est paymeI).tS:"'' 

I It de{elops new sources of 
giving. 

I It develops leadership. 
I-Sometimes it increases regu­

lar budget receipts. 
I It also improves future finan­

cial giving. , 
When should a church conduct 

a Challenge To Build program? 
I When there is a strong con­

sensus among the membership that 
a building or other capital needs 

. project is necessary. 
I When the need for dollars is 

beyond the scope of the budget 
offerings. 

I When there is room on the 
church calendar to devote primary 
attention to the campaign. 

I When a church has complet­
ed a space study and received an 
architectural sketch of the project 
to be done. 

I When a church has a need that 
can best be met by an outside Chal­
lenge To Build consultant from the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
stewardship department. 

Anyone int.erested in more de­
tails may call (502) 254-4716 or 
(888) 254-5708 or contact me by 
e-mail at douglas_strader@kybap 
tist.org. 
Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward­
ship department 
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Parents can teach children 
value of honesty by example 
Q: When is a child old enough to be held accountable for 
lying? 

Parents may find it difficult to set an arbitrary age at which 
children become able to distinguish between the truth and a 
lie. Honesty involves accurately reporting past facts-a trait 
that requires perception and memory 
skills, both of which develop gradually as 
children grow. Most children will have a 
beginning understanding of the concept 
of truthfulness by age 2 or 3. At the same 
time, children still may lie occasionally t~ .. , • .,, 
avoid trouble, or because they _simply 
don't yet have the ability to accurately 
perceive or remember what really 
happened in a particular situation. 

Because honesty forms the foundation for so many good 
things in life (happiness, trust, meaningful and lasting 
relationships, etc.), parents are anxious to see such an 
important character trait develop. Still, parents should 
proceed slowly, although intentionally. Children will grow 
gradually to an understanding of the importance and value of 
honesty as they have it modeled for them, as they hear 
stories about people who told the truth and as they are gently 
held accountable for their own truthfulness. 

With very yourig children, parents should resist talking 
about lying as a sin. Children are not ready to handle the kind 
of guilt or the feelings about God that such conversations 
may create. Parents also should guard against setting a child 
up for lying by asking for information about situations or 
circumstances when they already know what happened. 
Parents always should exhibit the highest standards of 
truthfulness, even in the little things of life, aware that little 
eyes are watching and little ears are listening.-David Garrard 

Q: What do we do.with our sexual nature as singles? 
First, it's important to discriminate between sexual needs 

and intimacy needs. A refreshing massage, an honest 
conversation or a small group Bible study all can be intimate 
and deeply fulfilling. Even the hugs from friends at church can · 
address the real need for welcome, safe human touch. 

Managing sexual desire can be a challenge. Temptations 
sneak up and take hold most when you are unaware of your 
. vulnerability. When presented with temptation, make it a 
practice to stop, become aware and reorder the mind. Fantasy 
is unhealthy because it takes you away from yourself. Return 
to an awareness of who you are in all of your God-given 
dimensions: body, soul and spirit. Dedicate each of those 
dimensions to God through prayer. 

_ Be proactive by avoiding literature and movies that 
encourage fantasy and excite the passions. Keep yourself out 
of situations where you know you will be vulnerable. 

Preparing for the future is a good thing. This includes 
wisely saving the good gifts God has designated for marriage. 
The One who gave the gifts has the right (and the wisdom) to 
designate how they are used. God really does know best. 

Don't settle for the cake without the icing. God is not trying 
to withhold from you the good. He wants to give you the best. 
He desires to walk with you every day, in every struggle of 
your life. He knows your body even better than you do. The 
owner's manual is still the best plan. 

It's a good idea to find a pastoral counselor or safe friend 
with whom you can share your struggles. It's through the 
light of openness with God and others that we can best find 
our way. Accountability relationships can be great tools to 
stay on track in every area of life.-James Stillwell 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon '' 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Souther,; Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Grassroots action-do facts match fervor? 

Do citizens' grassroots efforts ever make a: differ­
ence when challenging government bureaucracy? 
Thankfully, the answer occasionally is yes. 

A recent example on the national level was a year­
end ruling by the Federal Communications Commis­
sion that prompted a public outcry followed by the 

a quarter of a century ago, the FCC rejected a petition 
seeking to limit religious broadcasting on educational 
stations. Unfortunately, countless concerned Christians 
continue to spread rumors to the contrary. 

The petition, RM-2493, was filed in December 1974 
by two California businessmen. Denying the petition 

FCC' s Jan. 28 reversal of its decision. 
The turmoil began Dec. 29 when FCC 

commissioners voted 3-2 to limit the role of 
religious programming on educational televi­
sion channels. Emphasizing that such chan­
nels must "primarily serve an educational, in­
structional or cultural purpose in tbe station's 
community," the commissioners declared that· 
"programming primarily devoted to religious 
exhortation, proselytizing or statements of per­
sonally held religious views and beliefs gen­
erally would not qualify" as educational pro-

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 

on Aug. 1, 1975, FCC leaders said the First 
Amendment requires the commission "to ob­
serve a stance of neutrality toward religion, 
acting neither to promote nor inhibit religion." EDITOR 

gramming under the new guidelines. ' 

Somewhere along the way, RM-2493 was 
inaccurately linked to atheist activist Mada­
lyn Murray O'Hair. Although she never was 
involved with the petition, the FCC has re­
ceived literally millions of calls and letters 
over the years from well-meaning but mis­
informed citizens: 

The fact is O'Hair has been missing since 
. 1995. Authorities have said they believe she 

Further complicating the FCC' s action was Trennis Henderson was murdered. A federal grand jury in Texas 
its claim that certain forms of religious pro­
gramming would continue to qualify as educational. 
Any time a government entity .tries to tell religious or­
ganizations which activities mee~ arbitrary guidelines, 
First Amendment trouble is brewing. _ 

recently indicted a suspect for her kidnapping 
and disappearance. 

Leaders of the National Religious Broaclcasters and 
other religious groups quickly marshaled forces to op­
pose the FCC action. Legislators -soon joined the fray, 
with Rep. _Michael Oxley, R-Ohio, introducing the Re­
ligious Broadcasting Freedom Act Jan. 24. In a matter 
of days, the measure has gained 77 co-sponsors. 

Yet the 25-year-old RM-2493 rumors continue to 
abound. Why? O'Hair's son, Bill Murray, who became 
a Christian evangelist, declared years ago that he thinks 
fake petitions are being kept in circulation by atheists 
to "make Christians look foolish." Internet technology 
has heightened the problem, with electronic versions of 
the false claims transmitted endlessly. 

How do the two FCC actions and public responses 
relate? In both cases, the FCC's final decisions came 
down on the side of religious freedom. In the latest de­
velopment, informed Christians played a key role in 

Once congressional leaders. got involved, FCC com­
missioners decided it was time to re-evaluate their de­
cision. They voted 4-1 to revoke the guidelines dealing 
with religious programming. 

helping produce po_sitive change. • • 

"In hindsight, we see the difficulty of minting clear 
definitional parameters for 'educational, instructional or 
cultural' programming, particularly without the benefit 
of broad comment," the commissioners noted. 

By contrast, Christians who unwittingly have fueled 
the RM-2493 rumors also have weakened the credibil­
ity of fellow Christians seeking to address legitimate 
concerns. 

• Despite the -brief c;ontroversy, FCC leaders should . 
be given credit for taking the initiative to reverse their 
ill-advised action. 

This isn't the first time the FCC has succeeded in 
upholding the rights of religious programmers. Nearly 

While it is important to take strong moral and social 
stands, it is equally important to make informed deci­
sions. Refuse to take part in spreading unsubstantiated 
rumors, no matter what the subject. Make certain the 
facts match your fervor--,-and then let your voice be 
heard. • 

Serving Christ amid crisis 
By Larry Koch 

"What does it profit, my brethren, if a 
man says he has faith but has not 
works? Can his faith save him? If a 
brother or sister is ill-clad and in lack 
of daily food, and one of 
you says to them, 'Go in 
peace, be warmed and 
filled, ' without giving 
them the things needed 
for the body, what does 
it profit? So faith by it­
self, if it has no works, is 
dead" (James 2:14-17). 

One of the most po­
tent trends in the con­
temporary church is the involvement 
of. the laity in mission efforts. Hope­
fully, the days are now past when 
"missions" was considered only the 
task of the career missionary who goes 
off to a foreign land. If the church of 
the 21st century is going to success­
fully share the good news with the 
world and fulfill the Great Commis­
sion, it will be done by an army of 
committed Christians willing to put 
their faith into action. 

Today it is the task of the church 
to provide avenues of service for all 

believers to share Jesus with a needy 
world. We must move away from the 
spectator image of the church member 
sitting in a pew to the participatory im­
age. After all, faith without works is a 
dead faith, according to James 2: 17. 

The ministry of disas­
ter relief is among the 
hands-on avenues of mis­
sion service today. Yet 
disaster relief has been 
called the best-kept secret 
in Southern Baptist life. It 
still amazes me to find 
people who say, "!didn't 
realize Southern Baptists 
did anything like this." 
According to the North 

American Mission Board's "OnSite" 
magazine, Southern Baptists have "the . 
second largest disaster relief force · in 
North America, second only to the 
American Red Cross." In fact, more 
than 80 percent of all meals served by 
the Red Cross since Hurricane Hugo in 
1989 have been prepared in Southern 
Baptist mobile kitchens. 

Southern Baptist churches have been 
involved in the ministry of disaster re­
lief since Texas Baptist men took the 
lead nearly 40 years ago. Kentucky 
Baptists fo1TI1ed their first disaster re-

lief unit in 1984 and have responded to 
41 disasters since that time. As a result, 
Kentucky Baptists have had the oppor­
tunity to give "a cup of cold water" in 
Jesus' name to countless people in need. 
By volunteers putting their faith into 

• action, many people have been intro­
duced to the power of God's love and 
accepted Jesus as their personal Savior. 

Advanced preparation is the key to 
successful ministry. If we are unpre­
pared when disaster strikes and delay 
action, the opportunity passes with the 
urgent need. 

Trained disaster relief volunteers 
minister to people in crisis by provid­
ing hot meals; helping people clean up 
after floods, tornadoes, hurricanes and 
other disasters; counseling and witness­
ing to hurting people; and helping re­
build and repair homes and churches 
after disasters. 

The Apostle Paul emphasized we are 
to "bear one another's burdens, and so 
fulfill the law of Christ'' (Galatians 6:2). 
As we reach out to help others and bear 
their burdens during times of disaster, 

we can fulfill the law of 
Christ which is the law 
oflove. 

Larry Koch is director of 
Kentucky Baptist disas­
ter relief efforts 
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How to help: 
I Send Bibles or 

Christian literature to 
Book-Link, 4155 

Highway 328 West, 
Eubank, KY 42567. 
Organizers ask that 

. materials not be sent 
• C.O.D. because Book­

Link has no budget to 
pay for shipping to 

Eubank. 

I Financial support is 
welcome. All donations 
are used strictly to pay 

postal costs and to buy 
shipping materials, and 

all donations are tax­
deductible. Make checks 

to Book-Link. 

I Invest in the future. 
The Book-Link 

Foundation was 
established to continue 

the group's work. 
Donations can be sent in 

care of Mississippi 
Baptist Foundation, Box 

530, Jackson, MS 
39205-0530. 

I Volunteers are 
welcome. To schedule a 

time to work, call 
director Olin Williams at 

(606) 379-2140. 

KENTUCKY 
Book project started by educator-burdened by needs 
By Debbie Moore 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

TUPELO, Miss. (BP)-Benjamin 
Hal Buchanan Sr. had a passion for 
making learning accessible. A veteran 
educator in Mississippi, Buchanan be­
came known internationally in 1986 
when he started Book-Link after his re- . 
tirement. 

Buchanan, who is credited with ini­
tially encouraging Southern Baptists to 
send their unused religious materials 
overseas, had a passion for aiding and 
participating in Southern Baptist mis­
sions and discipleship. 

First a public school principal and 
superintendent of education, he retired 
as dean of education at Delta State Uni­
versity in Mississippi. He "gave his 

whole life to education and was very 
committed to the improvement of edu­
cation" and to making resources avail­
able, said his niece, Beth Holmes, se-

. nior consultant for the Mississippi Bap­
tist Convention's Christian Action 
Commission in Jackson. 

Buchanan died last July. During his 
so-called retirement years he went on 
overseas missions trips and saw first­
hand the lack of rnaterials in many parts 
of the world. 

"He was very concerned about mis­
sionaries having the resources they 
needed to help others," Holmes said. 
"He was very seriom; about seeing peo­
ple won to Christ and then having the 
materials necessary to be discipled and 
_to grow." Holmes also recalled her un­
cle's conviction that, ''The greatest ef­
forts are the sustaining ones which pro-

VOLUNTEER Geneva Faw sorts through books to be shipped by Book-Link. The ministry, 
which has no budget for salaries, uses all donations to ship books overseas. 

vide resources to our brothers who keep 
crying out for help." 

Through the encouragement of his • 
friend and fellow Mississippian, the late 
Owen Cooper-the most recent layman 
elected president of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention-Buchanan worked 
through what was formerly the South­
ern Baptist Convention's Brotherhood 
Commission to establish the National 
Fellowship of Baptist Educators. 

Book-Link grew out of an organiza­
tion earlier founded by Cooper, Books 
for the World, established in the late 
1970s to get book~Q.!JJ~J3'}ptist 
homes-"where they are just decorat­
ing the shelves," Cooper is famous for 
having said-and into the hands of peo­
ple who had no books. 

While Books for the World sought 
to collect and distribute a wide variety 
of written materials, Cooper encour­
aged Buchanan to establish Book-Link 
to focus on gathering unused Christian 
resources and sending them to South­
ern Baptist missionaries and the stu­
dents and pastors they trained, especial­
ly those in developing countries. 

At the beginning, Buchanan and his 
wife, Dorothy, did everything them­
selves. Gradually other Southern Bap­
tists helped, such as Tom Booth of Ab­
erdeen, Miss., who urged his church to 
become involved after he read an arti­
cle about Book-Link. 

Booth, Book-Link's former director 
of shipping, remembers a . letter of 
thanks the Buchanans received from a 
missionary in Nigeria, Alma Rohm, 
who had just received 28 boxes of hym­
nals and books at the Baptist college in 
I wo, Nigeria: 

"I wish all of you who have sent 
books could be here to see the delight 

on the faces of those who will attend 
our Nationwide Baptist Music Work­
shop ... when they are able to get a 
hymnbook with music, not just words!" 
she wrote. "As I sit surrounded by all 
these boxes, I know myself to be sur­
rounded by your love and lifted to heav­
en by your prayers." 

Funding is the most critical need 
these days. Bibles and other books 
sometimes have to sit and wait for mon­
ey to come in so they can be properly 
shipped back out, said NFBE President 
June Rose Garrott of Waco, Texas. 
Books are now stored and packaged at 
Olin Williams' home in Eubank. Will­
iams is a friend of Buchanan's, who 
took over the ministry after Buchanan 
became ill. 

Part of the group's funding comes 
from the Book-Link Foundation, invest­
ed through the efforts of foundation-of­
fices of the Mississippi, Texas and Ala­
bama Baptist conventions. Also, a me­
morial fund honoring Buchanan has 
been set up with the Mississippi Baptist 
Foundation. A total of about $30,000 
currently is invested; at least $200,000 
is needed for the fund to be fully en-
dowed. • 

Typically $35 is needed to send out 
each box. 

During 1998 a,lone, a total of 379 
shipments were sent to 17 countries, 
with a total shipping cost of almost 
$10,600 to send out 45,426 Christian 
resource items. 

• "This is a wonderful ministry," said 
Geneva Faw, a Book-Link volunteer 
who received Book-Link's first ship­
ment in 1988 when she and her husband 
were missionaries in Nigeria. "Ifl didn't 
feel like it was, I wouldn't do it, because 
this is just pure, plain hard work." 

Book-Link ships used Bibles & books to Christians overseas 
Continued from page 1 
change my mind," she said. 

Filipi now "lives and brea,thes Book~ 
Link," said Geneva Faw, who with her 
husband, Wiley, managed the day-to­
day operations of Book-Link during 
Williams' time in Zimbabwe. 

The Faws, who spent 33 years as 
missionaries in Nigeria before their re­
cent retirement, made regular trips to the 
small post office to pick up boxes of 
books that people and churches have 
sent from all over the United States. The 
Faws didn't mind the work. They re­
member like it was yesterday those box­
es of books they received from Book­
Lihk when they were many thousands 
of miles from home. They received 
Book-Link's first shipment, in fact. 

In Williams' house and garages, the 
Faws, Filipi and other volunteers sort 
through the boxes shipped to them and 
find specific items to fill each request, 
then they carefully pack the materials 
and send them out to pastors and stu­
dents who many times live in isolated 
areas around the world. . 

Two of the main reasons for the 
shortage of materials in some places are 
the scarcity of Christian publishers out­
side the United States and many stu­
dents' lack of funds to buy a book even 
if it were available. 

"We pray as we box the books that 
what we send will be right for those 
people," Filipi said. 

She fondly remembers a thank-you 

LOADING UP Wiley Faw loads mail bags of books to take to the post office for Book-Link. 
The non-profit organization has been helping Christians overseas for almost 15 years. 

letter from a Christian woman in Nige­
ria, who wrote, "I have taught Sund:iy 
school for seven years, and this is the 
first time I've ever had any literature to 

. use." 
"I am a recycler," Filipi said, 'This 

is the best way to recycle things, to get 
books off of the shelves of people who 
don't use them and into the hands of 
people who want and need them so des­
perately." 

Another volunteer, Eddie Henson of 
Huntington, W. Va., also makes the trek 
to Eubank as often as he can. A retired 
director of missions and church starter, 
Henson first thinned out his own library, 
then started roaming West Virginia for 

more. He contacted several sources, in­
cluding: 

I Christian bookstores, to pick up 
books, tracts and vacation Bible school 
materials that didn't sell. 

I Churches, to get extra Sunday 
school literature as well as unclaimed 
Bibles and old hymn books. 

I Church libraries, to get duplicate 
books or items pulled from the shelves 
to make room for new releases. 

"It is extremely poor stewardship 
and maybe even a sin to have Christian 
materials sitting around, not being used, 
while other Christians around the world 
have nothing and would treasure these 
items if they had them," Henson said. · 
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MINISTRY 
Baptist volunteers-make a difference after hurricane 
By Tony Cartledge & Jimmy Allen 
North Carolina Biblicai Recorder 

WILMINGTON, N.C. (BP)­
They come from throughout North 
.Carolina-from Hendersonville and 
Charlotte and Mt. Airy, from Marion 
and Winston-Salem and Roxboro, 
from Aberdeen and Thomasville and 
Kings Mountain. 

They work alongside volunteers 
from South Carolina and West Virgin­
ia. The great majority are Baptists, but 
there. are Presbyterians, Methodists 
and Nazarenes contributing. 

. They take time off from work with­
out pay or volunteer their vacation 
time or make their retirement days 
particularly productive. • 

These are the people who don't 
forget, the people • whose hearts hurt 
for the distressed, the people who put 
feet and hands to their prayers. These 
are the volunteers who are still re­
building hundreds of homes ravaged 
by floodwater that rose after Hurri­
cane Floyd's Sept. 16 appearance and 
remained for weeks thereafter. 

LEFT BEHIND Sand that once was on the bottom of the Neuse River is now piled on the 
side of Water Street in Grifton, N.C. Plows had to scrape the road to make it passable. 

Jasper Evans stands on the loading 
dock of a small warehouse leased by 
North Carolina Baptist Men in the 
quiet town of Burgaw, a few miles 
west of Interstate 40 and north of 
Wilmington. He points to long sheets 
of drywall, pink rolls of insulation and 
a room full of electrical supplies that 
have been donated to the cause or pur, 
chased with funds given by North 
Carolina Baptists. 

In a bare office cluttered with pa­
perwork and food supplies, Sue Evans 
works at record-keeping and the co­
ordination of housing and meals for 
volunteers. 

The Evanses are retired only in the 
sense that they don't get paid for their 
efforts. They are full-time volunteers 
who have spent most of the past five 
years assisting mission efforts in Ger­
many and the Czech Republic. 

The Evanses have been on site in 
Burgaw since Dec. 1 and are commit­
ted to remain for six months. They 
work with members of local Baptist 
churches, whose members provide 
housing and assist with meals for vol­
unteers. Some volunteers shower in a 
unit on wheels that sits outside the 
warehouse. 

Because of the generosity of North 
Carolina Baptists, families in need can 
receive up to $1,700 in donated mate­
rials in addition to volunteer labor. 
Priority is given to families who re­
ceived no insurance or assistance from 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

In a double-wide mobile home off 
Whitestocking Road about eight miles 
east of Burgaw, a dusty crew is busily 
at work plastering and sanding Sheet­
rock. Earlier, volunteer crews gutted 
the house, replaced the floor and re­
wired the house. 

Crew leader Mike Nelson of Hen­
dersonville, N.C., took time off from 
his maintenance job at Fruitland Bap­
tist Bible InstitJ.Jte to spend the week 
after Christmas helping flood victims. 
He pointed to the ways he saw God at 
work. 

"We were talking about beginning 
a ministry similar to this when I read 
about this project," he said. "We were 
not planning to start until later, but we 
felt God leading us to get started 
now." 

"You can tell God is in it," Nelson 
added. "I hate Sheetrock. I'd rather dig 
a ditch. But this week I've had joy 
hanging Sheetrock, so you know God 
is in it." 

In Grifton, N.C., about 10 miles 

HOT LUNCH Volunteers gather in the fellowship hall of First Baptist Church of Grifton, 
N.C., to eat spaghetti and greet people who work at various relief sites. 

south of Greenville, many of the 
streets in and around town still resem­
ble a war zone nearly four months af­
ter Hurricane Floyd's once-a-century 
flood hit. 

Eight church buildings are unus­
able, and sand that had been on the 
bottom of the Neuse River now stands 
in mounds beside what is called Wa­
ter Street. Mobile homes bow with 
bent frames, parts of their exterior 
walls missing, and at least one mobile 
home sits on its side. 

But in the midst of the destruction, 
sparks of hope are shining. Many of 
these sparks are wearing yellow caps 
showing they are part of North Caro­
lina Baptist Men's relief effort. 

During the week following Christ­
mas, 250 people helped rebuild about 
30 homes in the Grifton area where 
more than 300 flood victims have 
asked Baptist Men for help. They are 
all scheduled to be helped, a process 
that will likely take two years, said 
coordinator Billy Tarlton. 

Many of the mailboxes showing 
street addresses for the homes were 
washed away, so yellow placards with 

. designation numbers have been post­
ed on houses. As passersby see num­
bers like 56, 11, 16, 210, 189, the 
magnitude of the damage and the 
work needed becomes more real. 

First Baptist Church of Grifton 
opened its doors to volunteers from 
across the state. They sleep in the 
church. They eat in the church's fel­
lowship· hall. Volunteers with. camp­
ers park tl).em outside the church. 

"We've got 'em sleeping in- the 
pews, in the choir loft, in the hall, just 
about everywhere," said Tarlton, who, 
along with Barry Edge, serves' as co­
ordinator of the flood relief efforts in 
eastern North Carolina. 

But even that space wasn't enough 
for the mission blitz after Christmas: 
Some of the volunteers slept in the 
town's old railroad depot ~nd others 
slept in the rescue squad building. 

First Baptist typically hosts be­
tween 100 and 150 volunteers on 
weekends, Tarlton said. Although the 
w_ork is expected to continue for about 
two years, the church may not need to 
host volunteers every week. A sleep­
ing quarters is being prepared in a 
44,000-square-foot warehouse that 
had been vacant in the town since a 

manufacturing plant closed 12 years 
ago. 

Tractor-trailer loads of building 
supplies and furniture have been pur­
chased or donated. National Gypsum, 
for example, donated wallboard val­
ued at $250,000. And during the mis­
sion blitz, Dean Embler arrived with 
a load of vinyl siding, trim and soffit 
donated by Reynolds Aluminum and 
Vinyl of Winston-Salem. 

One of the rebuilt homes belongs 
to Mabel Baker, who lives about 50 
yards from a railroad track where the 
track's bedding was washed away, 
leaving the rails.hanging like clothes­
lines. 

Baker's white-siding house shines 
brightly in the midday sun. A red bow 
is tied to the porch beam and pansies 
line her front yard. Volunteers re­
placed the subflooring and flooring, 
installed wallboard, performed some 
electrical work and installed carpet, 
and provided furniture, double-hung 
windows and vinyl siding. 

"God fixed it," Baker said. 
She received no funding from the 

federal government and $206 from the 
state, she said. North Carolina Baptist 
Men "have taken care of me in the 
housing business," she said. "I thank 
God, and I thank them." 

The flood has caused more than 
devastation to houses and church fa­
cilities. It also has brought the com­
munity together like never before. 
Members of Grifton Chapel are meet­
ing at First Baptist. And five churches 
gathered at First Baptist for a Thanks­
giving service. 

"It has been a blessing for us .. . to 
know iUsn't a color issue, that God 
has a people. It just wouldn't have 
happened without the flood," said 
Jimmy Uhl, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Grifton. 

"To me, it's been a wonderful 
blessing," he added. "God didn't send 
the flood. He did open a door to min­
istry and we've stepped through it." 

In Grifton, N.C., 
more than 300 
flood victims have 
asked Baptist Men 
for help, a process 
that will likely last 
two years . . 

CHRISTMAS WEEK BLITZ 
Hundreds of volunteers 
devoted the week between 
Christmas and the new year 
to help rebuild houses 
damaged by Hurricane 
Floyd's flooding. (Photos 
by Jimmy Allen) 
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NATION 
Groups oppose 
school ball 
game prayers 

WASHINGTON (ABP)- School­
sponsored prayer at football games 
both violates the separation of church 

. and state and denigrates sincere reli­
gion, two Baptist church-state organi­
zations argue in a legal brief filed at 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The Baptist Joint Committee and 
the Center of Church-State Studies at 
Baylor University urged the high court 
to uphold a federal appeals court's 
invalidation of a Texas school dis­
trict's policy permitting student-led 
prayers before football games. 

The challenged policy was adopt­
ed in 1995 by the Santa Fe Indepen­
dent School District in south Texas. 

It allows students selected by their 
colleagues to deliver invocations arid 
benedictions at graduation ceremonies 
and a "brief invocation and/or mes­
sage" during pregame ceremonies at 
home varsity football games. 

A federal district court said the 
policies would be constitutional as 
long as they included a requirement 
that students keep their prayers "non­
sectarian" and "nonproselytizing." 

While agreeing that such prayers 
are permissible at graduation, howev­
er, the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­
peals said the policy couldn't be ex­
tended to football games. Unlike a 
graduation prayer, prayer at a football 
game does not serve a secular purpose 
of making the event more solemn, the 
court ruled. 

The Baptist groups' brief argues 
the Santa Fe policy violates church­
state separation because it constitutes 
"state endorsement-of religion" and 
coerces those attending football games 
to participate in religious activity. 
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Call Today! 
(800) 370-6180 
♦ LifeWay Discount 
♦ 15-passenger Vans 
♦ We buy used buses 

www .carpenterbus.com 

Since 1953 

Exciting Career in Christian Retail Management 

Excellent salary and benefits package available. Relocation 
will be required to one of more than 80 book stores. 
Qualifications include: four-year college degree or comparable 
business management experience, outstanding leadership, 
computer skills, strong vision for the future and active role in 
a Southern Baptist church. Send resume to: 

Manager Training Search 
12 7 9th Avenue, North, MSN 121 

Nashville, TN 37234-0121 

Fax: (615)251;,5017 
E-mail: HRDept@lifeway.com -

Baptist Book Stores _ 
LifeWay Christian Stores 

Owned and operated by LifeWay 'Christian Resources 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 

ATTENTION: KENTUCKY SENIORS! 
If you are between 50 and 85 years of age, you could lose your life savings if you need 

home health care or nursing home care in your golden years. FREE report reveals little­
known secrets to protect yourself! 

These are the secrets of your lawyer, accountant or financial advisor have probably 
never told you. If you are between 50 and 85 years old, you MUST read this free report. 
It's a fact: 

♦ One out of every two people 65 and older will need long-term health care. 

. ♦ Medicare ,!nd other health-care providers pay only 3 percent of long-term care 
·costs! • 

♦ The average American couple will have their entire savings wiped out in as little as 
13 weeks of having one spouse confined in a nursing home. 

- ♦ You could lose your independence and be forced to reply on children for care and 
support, or go on Welfare! And the only way to get Welfare is to go through all your 
assets first, then enter a government-financed nursing home with no private rooms 
and often understaffed! 

We have prepared aFREE report that reveals little-known secrets to protect everything 
you worked so hard to build, how to keep your independence and most important, how 
to keep your dignity. To receive yours, call FREE recorded message, 24 hours a day: (800) 
684-9162. 



NATION 
National Prayer Breakfast I FCC reverses Its decision on relifJous broadcqsting 

I• . . t I - . · ··•· · ·<' •· • - WASHINGTON (RNS)-'-Religious • clear definitional parameters for 'educational, ••• Urges re I g IO us O era DC e .. brnadcasters are cheering a decision by th~ i~structional or cultural' programming; 
federal Cgmmunic~tions Cgmmission reversing partiQularly wilhout the ben.~fito(brg~g 

WASHINGTON (RNS}-Spiritu­
al tolerance and unity were themes for 
the 48th annual National Prayer 
Breakfast. 

In a departure from previous years' 
events that have featured Christian 
keynoters, -Sen Joseph Lieberman; D­
Conn.- an Orthodox Jew-delivered 
the keynote address at the annual 
meeting of politicians, clergy and lay 
people to discuss issues of faith and 
spirituality. 

• About 3,800 elected officials and 
religious leaders from around the 
globe gathered for the Feb. 3 event. 

Lieberman told the crowd that 
"what unites us is much greater than 
what divides us," noting that as a Jew 
he had been apprehensive about at­
tending Senate prayer breakfasts when 
first invited years ago. 

"Today, I can tell you that the 
weekly prayer breakfasts have be­
come the time in my hectic life in the 
Senate when I feel most at home, most 
tied to a community;" he said. "We 
are at those breakfasts not as senators, 
not as Republicans or Democrats, or 
liberals or conservatives, not even par­
ticularly as Christians or Jews. We are 

there as men and women of faith 
linked by a bond that transcends all 
the other descriptors and dividers­
our shared love of God." 

Lieberman suggested individuals 
could strengthen their communities. 
"by talking in the spirit of this prayer 
breakfast--open,_generous and mutu­
ally respectful." He encouraged listen­
ers to translate faith into action. 

President Clinton, citing the Koran, 
the Torah and the Bible, urged the 
crowd to consider what it means to 
love one's neighbor in an increasing­
ly global society. 

"The world is growing smaller and 
more interdependent," he said. "The 
point I would like to make to you to­
day is, as time and space contract, the 
wisdom of the human heart must ex­
pand. We must be able to love our 
neighbors and accept our essential 
oneness." 

Franklin Graham, son of Billy Gra­
ham, delivered the closing prayer on 
behalf of his father, who was recuper­
ating from elective surgery to remove 
a benign sinus polyp. Also, the elder 
Graham's wife, Ruth, is recuperating 
from hip replacement surgery. 

guidelines in a recent FCCJiJling that declared· comment," the order said . • ,;:•,, < 
some religious programming aired ciri Brandt Gustavson, ·president of the.,National 

, noncommercial television stations cannot be ._ Religious Broadcasters, an organizatipnJhat _ 
• considered "educational.":· + ' -· • •. mounted a c·ampaign protesting the language, 

FCC commissioners voted 4-J ... Jan. 28.to drop ." called the FCC's reven~al "a total victorylJand "a 
!hy con!roversial la~guage. • .. . ~· beautiful demonstratiorfof delllocracy\in·actioitJ' i • 
• "In an attempt to clarify what constitutes FCC Commissioner HaroldFurchtgott-RqthC'. 
noncommercial; educational programming;we ••.·.·. notedJhat he.received more t11.ari 1,009 
offered addition~! guidance broadly, and A:t - ' nie§Sages ofoppositionto the''guldelin~s. 
attempted- to apply that guidance to specific- .... " ..... • "It was not for lack of clarity that these_ parties 
cases involving religious progral'TlJning,IIJ~e fCC -0; objected to t~e decisi0Jl but fQJinfringyment,of 

., " said in the "Order on Reconsfderation.'.' ~;t:,;. -· --:t'i'.i freedom of sp·eech ancNfeedom of religiorj....:::.and ., • 
''Regrettably, ithas become clearthat our • • rightly so," Furchtgott0Roth said. · ,!;_4--'"; • 

m;tions h,ve"create~ less ~ertainty rathertnap ... " , ..... In~ disi;endng statyment, CommissioneF·· 
more, .contrary 'td'cfor intent." • " ~ •. , ' ,., ','.i < Gloria\Trtstani said the feconsideratiotmarked a 

The now-revoked guidelines _had said , . "sad and shameful day for the FCC" and called 
_ P(9gramrning focys~d. on prose.lytiz[ng 0f.n, ' , ~.accusations that the commissiqn "'faS ~iased 
''religious exhortation" would not Qleet the • ' • against religion ''reminiscent ofa i,vitch' hunt." . -
qualiffcations for educational progfamming . .. "It is preciself because of q,y·deep,r~spect for 
requirecj of,QOlicommerciaLeduc~tional st~tions. <ii: ·religio{l;and my deep appreciation forJne i L 

The commission said-it will leave .k religious diversity of America, that-I supported , 
. p(pgramming decisions .UP to the:organizations ,'\,our adcjitional guidarice,;;;Tri~tani s~id,:_:;' ln a 

···- holding Q~ncomntertial ·eaupational.licenses . ,;Jeligiou$IY diverse soqtety, sectarian·reljgious ·.· 
unle.ss the licensee's judgment is ·:arbitrary or w: programming, ~Y its yery· natur~. does not serve 
u~rea~onable," ,,. / i ,,,... .i ;k V ;y • '·· m~ 'eqlire COIT)O)UTiity~.and is hot 'egl.!f~tiorial' to 
. ·}('In hirtdsight;-we • see tne difficulty of minting < noh•adlierents." , -} • 

:::, .: ;:; : .• . ,.. . ... ' 

.-;,;;iifu.i"' 
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CHURCHES 
Pastors: Time & expectations 
are the greatest challenges 

Speaker: Time pays off in church ministry 
Continued from page 1 

Webster, who recently launched Authentic Leadership 
Inc., offers this advice: • 

I Recognize that ministry flows out of a relationship with 
God. "Spiritual ministry happens through spiritual people, not 
well-oiled programs." 

I Play to strengths. Pastors should "understand what their 
unique spiritual gift is-teaching, shepherding or 
counseling." 

I Build a structure of ministry that unleashes the laity. 
"That's a leadership trait," he said. . 

Billy Compton, pastor of Severns Valley Baptist •Cfl'ufc~Trf'" 
Elizabethtown, said, "It's very easy to get in the loop of doing 
good things for people and leaving off the best things, your 
family." 

Compton suggests these ways to recharge: 
I Go to lunch alone with a book or Bible. 
I If Wednesdays are 12- to 14-hour days, spend an 

occasional Thursday morning at home. 
I If you have a secretary, help him or her think like you 

think in order to take care of routine calls. 
Charles Lowery, pastor of Hoffmantown Community 

Church in Albuquerque, N.M., said pastors need to decide 
what's most important, "And don't give that decision to other 
people." 

Without a list of priorities, it's like going grocery shopping 
without a list and returning home with junk food. "You'll 
spend a lot of time and money and not have anything 
important," he said. 

"If my wife is with me, I have a lot better chance of 
sticking to the list," he added. 

The same is true in ministry, he said. "My spouse i.s the 
best. She knows my limit and load better than anybody else. 
But a friend or accountability group will be helpful, too." 

LEXINGTON-While pastors 
face multiple expectations, they 
should start to see their church mir­
roring their leadership style after about 
five years, according to a speaker at 
last month's Shepherding the Shep­
herd conference. 

But Jay Wolf, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Montgomery, said too 
many pastors leave churches too soon. 

"Authority is earned more than 
granted," he said. "By the time you 
finally earn your authority, you're off 
to another church." 

Pastorates should resemble doc­
tors ' practices, he said. "You build a 
practice. How many doctors change 
their practice every three years?" 

In a conference called "What 
Works" Wolf offered ministers sugges­
tions for finding balance in their minis­
try, marriage and self~maintenance. 

In ministry, Wolf said he focuses his 
energy on four areas: 

I Preaching and teaching. Wolf 
encouraged pastors to listen to their 
preaching to critique their work. He 
added that he limits his sermons to 22 
minutes · at most. "Have you ever 
heard a bad short sermon? Probably 
not." 

I Evangelism. Wolf encouraged 
pastors to have a system in place for 
evangelism. "Otherwise you fool your­
self with your good intentions." Wolf 
said he uses FAITH, a Sunday school­
based evangelism program from Life­
Way Christian Resources. He also 
makes quick phone calls to visitors on 
Sunday afternoon and evening. "I am a 
direct marketer for Christ." 

Time and rooms are running out 
On the back page of this edition 

of the Western Recorder you wiB 
find a full-page ad promoting our 
new youth camp, "Crossings at the 
Creek." 

As I wrote two weeks ago, we 
are excited about the kickoff of this 
new camp this summer. Just two 
weeks ago, our Crossings registra­
tion was at about 60 percent capac­
ity. 

approaching our maximum. So if 
you are considering coming to · 
Crossings, we urge you not to de­
lay. Call now or as soon as possi­
ble. 

By the time you read this, col­
umn, we will be even closer to ca­
pacity because reservations literal­
ly are corning every day. So don't 
wait. Call now and be a part of this 

new camp. 
During these last two 

weeks, that number has 
grown to around 85-90 
percent of our capacity. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

A year ago, we began 
to seek to understand the 
vision God had given to 
us concerning Jonathan 
Creek and this new camp. 
We have sought Him dil­
igently, and this entire 
process has been bathed 
in fervent prayer. 

So what does this . 
mean? 

First of all, it means 
we are so thankful for 
the support many of you 
have shown us as we 
launch this new endeav­
or. On behalf of our 
board and myself, I thank Rusty Ellison 
you. 

We now know the stu­
dents will be here this 
summer. So our prayer 
burners are turned up a 
notch as we pray for a 

Many of you have stepped out 
in faith and already have signed up 
large groups of youth to bring to this 
camp. We have churches bringing 
seven and we have churches bring­
ing 70. 

Regardless of the size of your 
group, we already are praying, se­
riously praying, that God will do a 
great work in the lives of your stu­
dent_s and adults as you come to 
Crossings. 

It also means that while we still 
have room for more, we rapidly are 
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great movement of God in the lives 
of this young generation, not only 
at Jonathan Creek but also at Ce­
darmore this summer. 

To God be the glory! It is going 
to be a great summer as He chang­
es lives through our student camp­
ing ministries. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 

• Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 . 

I Vision castini Pastors should be 
able to articulate their God-given vision 
for the church, Wolf said. "Every 
church needs a great slogan people 
can repeat," he added. His church's is: 
"Bring 'em in. Build 'em up. Send 
'em out." 

I Mentoring. Wolf said it might ap­
pear to take longer to train others for 
projects than it would take to do it one­
self, but mentoring will ultimately ex­
pand the ministry of the church. "Why 
did Jesus drag those disciples around? . 
He was mentoring." • 

Regarding marriage, Wolf encour­
aged pastors to develop partnership re­
lationships. "Before you're husband and 
wife, you're brothers and sisters in 
Christ." 

Wolf ;tlso recommended that pastors 
talk to their spouses about everything 
and keep dating each other. 

Regarding self-maintenance, Wolf 
said pastors should have disciplined life­
styles in several areas, including: 

I Diet. "Be responsible for your 
health," he said. "Prevention is better 
than cure." 

I Recreation. D.r. Kenneth Cooper 
recommends doing something three 
times a week "that makes one forget 
what time it is," Wolf said. 

I Interpersonal relationships. "De­
velop some low-maintenance friends," 
he said. 

I Spiritual growth. 'Wolf said he 
asks himself, "Is the life I'm asking peo­
ple to live the one I'm living daily?" 

Here's a New-D.Min. 
in Expository Preaching 

that fits your ministry schedule! . 
The School of Theology at The Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary now offers a Doctor of 
Ministry degree in Expository Preaching with these features: 

James Merritt 

Focused: Four foundational 
seminars relate to preaching, 
theology, Old Testament, and 
New Testament. 

Practical: Eight sermons are 
videotaped and critiqued by 
faculty. 

Convenient: Only five weeks 
of on-campus time during the 
three-year degree program. 

Relevant: Seminars taught by 
Southern's outstanding full-time 
faculty, as well as experienced 
pastors such as James Merritt, 
Jerry Vines, and Alisatir Begg. 

Jerry Vines 

Affordable: The cost is 
reasonable , and a convenient 

Hershael York payment plan is also available. Danny Akin 

Join us in this challenging new program. Applications are 
now being accepted for the June 2000 class. 

The Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
1 800 728-7044 • Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu 
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Suspect arrested in missionary's murder 
ORISSA, India (RNS)-The chief 

suspect in last year's slaying of Aus­
tralian missionary Graham Staines 
and his two youn·g sons has been ar­
rested by Indian police, authorities 
said Feb. 1. 

The murder of Staines and his two 
boys, burned to death Jan. 23, 1999, 
as they slept in their jeep after a Bible 
study, attracted worldwide attention. 

Shortly after the murder, police 
identified Hindu militant Dara Singh 
as the main suspect in the case. De­
spite an intense manhunt and a 
$23,250 reward, Hindu villagers in the 
eastern state of Orissa successfully hid 
Singh during the past year. 

Singh has been wanted in connec­
tion with several criminal cases and 
has been on the run since allegedly 

leading the mob that attacked Staines. 
He was arrested with two of his sons 
as he sought to buy a gun, according 

• to news service reports. 
The attack on Staines, a Baptist 

missionary who had worked with lep­
rosy patients in India since 1965, came 
amid increased friction between mili­
tant Hindus and Christians. Some Hin­
du leaders have accused Christians 
of engaging in forced conversions. 
Christians vehemently deny the 
charge. • 

The arrest comes two days after the 
release of Mrs. Staines' book, "Burnt 
Alive: The Story of the Staines and the 
God They Loved." Mrs. Staines has 
continued to work with lepers in Oris­
sa and has publicly forgiven Singh 
because "forgiveness opens up the 

. . 

path of healing," she told a Bombay 
audience. • • 

Nevertheless, she expressed plea­
sure last week that Singh was arrested 
so "he will not be able to kill others." 

While Christians welcomed the 
arrest, they also expressed concern 
about a recent order on conversion is­
sued by the Orissa state government. 

The order mandates a police inqui­
ry before anyone adopts a new faith 
in the state. 

"The notice has been served only 
to Christians," Isaac Puthensngany, a 
priest-in the,diocese where Staines was. 
killed, told Reuters. "Conversion from 
Christianity is not taken into consid­
eration by these people." 

With additional reporting by Baptist Press 

Free Church of Scotland splits over affair accusations 
EDINBURGH, Scotland (RNS)­

The tiny Free Church of Scotland has 
finally split over the decades-old case 
of Professor Donald Macleod. 

Fifteen of the Free Kirk's ( church) 
115 ministers have left the denomina­
tion along with a number of elders and 
members. 

Macleod, now principal of the Free 
Church college in Edinburgh, is the 
former edito, of the church's monthly 
magazine. He was·regarded by some as 
having dangerously liberal views. 

After a visit to Australia in 1984 and 
1985, Macleod was accused of involve­
ment in an adulterous relationship. But 
a church committee twice found the 

Faught recognized for recruiting efforts 
By Robert Dunston 

Each year on Founder's Day, the 
alumni board of directors of Cum­
beriand College honors a student 
who has contributed in an outstand­
ing manner to student recruitment. 
Jessica Faught, the daughter of 
Kenneth and Jolly Faught of Wil­
liamsburg, received the 2000 
award. 

through the BSU, Faught also has ­
been active in theater productions 
at Cumberland and has worked as a 
volunteer with Special Olympics. 

Faught also is an excellent stu­
dent, having been on the dean's list 
each semester of her Cumberland 

. career. She belongs to Sigma Tau 
Delta, the English Honor Society, . 
and currently is working as a presi­

Faught is a senior with 
a major in communica­
tion arts and a minor in 
English. She has served 
as a Cumberland Ambas­
sador for the past three 
years. In this position she 
has aided prospective stu­
dents by taking them and 
their families on campus 
tours, answering their 
questions and continuing 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

dential researcher on a 
special research topic. 
Her academic abilities 
and service have been 
recognized by her inclu­
sion .in Who's Who 
Among Students in 
American Colleges and 
Universities. She plans to 
pursue a master's degree 
in communication. 

to communicate with them as they 
choose a college. She has worked 
faithfully not just during the aca­
demic year but throughout the sum­
mers as well and has become a valu­
able part of our admissions staff. 

Faught has been active in Cum­
berland's Baptist Student Union. 
For a year she planned and coordi­
nated the celebration services each 
Monday evening. During that time 
she brought a variety of speakers, 
programs and spiritual growth op­
portunities to the Cumberland cam­
pus. 

In addition to. her ministry 

Her commitment to 
serving Christin a multi­

tude of ways makes her an-excel­
lent recipient of the 2000 Alumni 
A ward. She has been a role model 
on Cumberland's campus, and we 
know she will continue to be 
throughout her life as God employs 
her in His service. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

charges unsubstantiated. Later, howev­
er, four other women · came forward 
with complaints that he had sexually 
molested them and he stood trial in 
1996. 

But, not only was he found not guilty 
of indecent assault, the church official 
who heard the case concluded the wom­
en had all lied in order to further the 
ends ofMacleod's enemies within the 
denomination. 

Despite calls by the.church's gener­
al assembly for the dissidents to dis­
band, they now have been suspended 
and will stand trial at the group's gen­
eral assembly in May. 

The 15 ministers reacted by an-

nouncing they were walking out and, 
with their followers, said they now con­
stitute the "true Free Church." 

The Free Church has 115 ministers 
serving 120 congregations, mainly in 
the Western Isles and the western High­
lands. 

The conservative evangelical group 
is sometimes called "the wee frees." It 
is the remnant that remained after the 
bulk of the Free Church entered into a 
series of unions that led to the present 
Church of Scotland in 1929. It has 6,000 
communicants and another 10,000 
adherents. It is known, among other 
things, for its strict observance of the 
Sabbath. 

-The hand first grasped 
When you think of the help of­

fered by Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children, you might picture the 
secure, loving atmosphere we strive 
to maintain in our cottages. 

Another vision might be of a fos­
ter family welcoming a teenager to 
their home. Help comes in many 
different forms. There's a special 
group of KBHC staff you rarely 

could be placed in residential care. 
The situation was serious, but after 
talking with the dad, our intake de­
partmentdecided that removing the 
boy might not be necessary. Instead, 
they helped facilitate counseling for 
him, encouraged his father to spend 
more one-on-one time with him 
and planned a home visit to check 
on their progress. The goal is to 

hear about, but their con­
tribution to our ministry 
truly keeps us going. 

The staff of our cen­
tral intake department is, 
many times, the first con­
tact people have with 
KBHC. Our intake work- • 
ers take referrals from the 
commonwealth to place 
children removed from 
environments of abuse 
and neglect into our pro­
grams. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

strengthen the entire fam­
ily-father, son, step­
mother and siblings, so 
that this home can be pre­
served and not split apart 
because of conflict and 
abuse. 

But the intake work- Bill. Smithwick 
ers also handle calls from 

Working in central in­
take is not easy. Our 
workers are on the phone 
constantly, and they hear 
some horrifying stories 
of physical and sexual 
abuse and neglect. Deal­
ing with callers who are 
sometimes angry and 

pastors, counselors and people like 
you who are concerned about the 
children and families in their lives 
who are going through tough times. 
I'm sure many of the conversations 
begin with the phrase, "I didn't -
know who else to call." 

In one case, an adolescent son 
was intensely defiant toward his 
stepmother. The boy's dad was so 
concerned for the safety of his wife 
and other children that he called 
central intake to find out if his son 

frustrated because of desperate cir­
cumstances is the norm. Remember 
them in your prayers as they strive 
to be a lifeline, the hand first 
grasped in times of trouble. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhcl 

Deadly religious 
violence escalates 
in Indonesia 

JAKARTA, Indonesia 
(ABP)-Religious 
violence between 
Muslims and Christians 
in Indonesia, which has 
killed about 2,000 people 
in the past year, has 
intensified recently, 
leading some observers 
to suggest the nation 
could be on the brink of 
collapse. 

At least 40 lives have 
been lost in receAt days, 
according to news 
reports. 

Fighting flared Jan. 
23 on the island of 
Haruku when a Muslim 
mob reportedly attacked 
and burned a church. 
Two days earlier, about 
600 Christians fled the 
resort island of Lombok 
after three days of anti­
Christian rioting there 
left five people dead. 

Indonesia's two top 
leaders reportedly were 
traveling in different 
parts of the country Jan. 

• 25 in an effort to restore 
calm. The Voice of 
America reported that 
religious violence 
coupled with separatist 
unrest threaten to break 
Indonesia apart. • 

Indonesian President 
Abdurraham Wahid 
denied his government 
was in crisis and said 
the violence ravaging the 
country could be 
brought under control, 
Reuters reported Jan. 
19. He blamed militant 
Muslims, die-hard 
Christians, former 
military officers and 
jobless youth for 
sectarian violence. 

About 90 percent of 
Indonesia's 21 0 million 
people are Muslims, 
making it the world's 
most populous Islamic 
state. 

Many of the nation's 
Christians also are part 
of Indonesia's Chinese 
minority, who a.r.e 
prominent in business 
and often the target of 
public resentment. 

About 3,000 
Christians recently 
sought refuge in military 
and police bases in 
Lombok as rioters 
ransacked churches, 
houses and businesses. 
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ISSUES _. __ _ 
Schools avoid lawsuit by removing God from list of virtues 

"The issue is still 
what goes up on 
our walls and its 

purpose." 
Rob Hooker, 

superintendent of Scott 
County, Ind., schools 

By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

SCOTTSBURG, Ind. (BP)-A 
set of good conduct guidelines, 
based on the Ten Commandments 
and adopted by a southern Indiana 
school system, will not be chal­
lenged by the American Civil Lib­
erties Union. 

Scott County, Ind., -School Dis­
trict 2's "Common 'Cents' Precepts 
to Promote a Virtuous and Civil 
School Community" were posted in 
seven schools in rnid,.Jam.1iarryt1/fl\e 
10 precepts were posted after the 
school board dropped one that read, 
"trust in God." 

Ken Falk, legal director of the 
ACLU's Indiana affiliate, said his 
client decided not to take the case to 
court. In December, the civil liber­
ties organization had notified the 
board of its intent to sue if the list 
was posted with the "Trust in God" 
guideline. 

''If the primary reference to God 
was removed, then we decided not 
to pursue it," Falk said. 

Rob Hooker, superintendent of 
Scott County schools, said he didn't 
know whether the board had dodged 
a legal bullet. Its only desire was to 
post legally defensible guidelines 
for student conduct, he said. 

"The issue is still what goes up 
on our walls and its purpose," Hook­
er said. "We're still working on our 
educational display of the Ten Com­
mandments." 

The rural county's school board 

F's, D's, C's, B's and A's, part 2 

SCOTT COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 2 

Ca111111011 "Cettts" Precepts to Promote a 

Virtuous a11d Civil School Comm1111ihJ 

Rc~pecl ;i~1Lhoritr 

Hon(v yom p;1rm~is .::,nd family mijmlxiN-. 

·rrc.':at ' '(.l\1r.dassnmfo~i, tN1d:,cr$, and Mh,x1l 
st~ff \~ifh rc:.pca . • • 

COMMON CENTS A list of virtues based 
on the Ten Commandments. (BP photo) 

voted last fall to post the command­
ments, but Hooker suggested the 
precepts as an alternative. A framed 
copy of the precepts hangs in the 
board's 0ffice. Framed copies will 
be supplied for every principal' s of­
fice, hallway and school lobby, he 
said . .. 

Laminated copies will be sup­
plied fo(every classroom, the super­
intendent added. 

In addition to the precepts, the 
board voted to purchase additional 
materials on morality for school li­
braries arid 'to establish an educa­
tional/historical display that in­
cludes the Ten Commandments. 

This column is a continuation of the article I 
wrote last week about some of our students who 
have moved from poor or failing grades to mak­

she made the B honor roll the second quarter. 

ing the B honor roll second quarter. 
Jill is a junior from Kentucky who enrolled this 

past August. Jill was not causing any particular 
problems at her old school, but she was not fo­
cused on her studies. Her grades before corning 
to Oneida included three F's and one D. When 
Jill enrolled, she told us her two priorities were to 

Derek came last fall as a junior from Northern 
• Kentucky. Though he had not failed any classes 

his sophomore year, his grades were very low. I 
asked Derek when he emailed why he made such 
low grades. His response was that he knew he 
could do better but he just was not motivated. We 
knew he didn't normally turn in his homework 
and he had a history of skipping classes. Like the 
other students I have written about, Derek said 

one of his main goals was to make bet­make better grades and to have a b~tter 
attitude. I believe she is making 
progress with her attitude, and earning 
B honor roll status says she also is im-

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

ter grades. tie struggled with Algebra 
II the first quarter but succeeded in mak­
ing the B honor roll for the first time 

proving academically. • 
Heather came to Oneida in summer 

school hoping to be a junior. Heather 
had not done well her freshman or soph­
omore years, so she was not sure if she 
had enough credits to be a junior: Be­
fore corning to Oneida her grades in­
cluded 12 F's and one D. While Heath­
er was not a discipline problem, she was 
not completing her assignments and she 

this past quarter. • 

had been skipping classes. Like many W.F. Underwood 

Viviane enrolled one year ago as a 
freshman from Florida. She was original­
ly from Brazil and had been adopted by 
an American family. Viviane had been 
basically a good student and had been 
making average grades. Her real need 
was to improve her English language 
skills. She missed being on the B honor 
roll the fourth quarter of last year by a 
fraction. With extra help and work, she 
made the B honor roll this past quarter. students who enroll at Oneida Baptist 

Institute, she said she wanted to improve her 
grades and attitude. I'm sure Heather and her par­
ents are pleased she made the B 1'onor roll. 

Rachel came to Oneida two and one-half years 
ago from Missouri. Like Heather, Rachel had done 
poorly prior to coming to Oneida. She was not 
sure if she was going to be a freshman again or a 
sophomore. Her grades as a freshman included 
11 D's and F's. Rachel did much better here her 
sophomore year; ·but her grades fell again her jun­
ior year. This is Rachel's senior year, and appar­
ently she is putting forth much more effort again. 
Her first quarter she passed all her classes, and 

Steve came to Oneida five years qgo as a sixth­
grader. Steve was making average grades when he 
enrolled, and, frankly, he should have been on the 
honor roll long before now. For the past five years 
his grades have never been really bad, and with a 
little more effort he could have been on the honor 
roll. Finally, in the second quarter of his sophomore 
year, he made the B honor roll. Hopefully he will 
work to stay there. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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A bill to permit public postings 
of the commandments on state­
owned property, as long as they are 
part of an educational display, 
passed by a wide margin Jan. 25 in 
the Indiana Senate. It is awaiting 
action in the state's House of Rep­
resentatives. 

Hooker said he doesn't know 
whether the state legislation will 
have an impact on Scott County's 

• proposal to also post the Mosaic law. 
He said the board is moving ahead 
with its plans, regardless. 

"I believe the ACLU and others 
will file to block it," he said. "There 
may still be a battle out there but we're 

proceeding with our own resolution." 
Falk said the state legislation ap­

pears constitutional on its face, but he 
predicted it still ~ ill create a flurry of 
legal challenges. 

"It depends on what the display is 
and what's in it," the ACLU official 
said. "I think it w~ll spur a massive 
amount of litigation as these displays 
go up. A historical display in a school 
setting will be much more question­
able than in a courthouse. 

"I've seen displays where the dis- • 
play consisted of the Ten Command­
ments and one or two other docu­
ments. That kind of thing isn't going 
to pass muster." 

Reaffirming the trustworthiness o( Scripture 
"The most important single ele­

ment of any corporate, congrega­
tional or denominational culture is 
the value system," Lyle Schaller 
wrote. Clear Creek is clarifying its 
values for future direction. 

Trustees, students, faculty and 
staff are part of the process as we 
express the constant, pass\onate, 
biblical core beliefs that drive this 
ministry. 

Baptist Bible College must clearly 
demonstrate our commitment to the 
trustworthiness of Scripture. The 
following statement affirms this in­
errancy of Scripture, making clear • 
our understanding of it and warn­
ing against its denial. We affirm the 
authority of Scripture so that all 
who seek our ministry may know 
the foundational value on which this 

ministry rests. 
In their last meeting, 

trustees unanimously ap­
proved "A Statement on 
Biblical Authority" that 
expresses the foundation­
al core value on which 
our ministry rests . It is 

CLEAR CREEK 
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. an expected stand for a 
Bible college. Instructors 
and executive adminis­
trators must affirm "unre­
served agreement" with 
this core value. Portions 
of the preamble follow: Bill Whittaker 

"We offer this state­
ment in a spirit, not of 
contention, but of humil­
ity and love, which we 
purpose by God's grace 
to maintain in any future 
dialogue arising out of 
what we have said. We 
gladly acknowledge that 
many who deny the iner­
rancy of Scripture do not 
display the consequences 
of this denial in the rest 
of their beliefs and be-

"The authority of 
Scripture is an essential issue for 
Christians and church leaders. 
Those who profess faith in Jesus 

• Christ as Lord and Savior are called 
to show the reality of their disciple­
ship by humbly and faithfully obey­
ing God's written Word. To stray 
from Scripture in faith or conduct 
is disloyalty to our Master. Recog­
nition of the total truth and trustwor­
thiness of Holy Scripture is essen­
tial to a full grasp and adequate con­
fession of its authority. Clear Creek 

havior, and we are con­
scious that we who confess the doc­
trine, as well as those who do not 
confess this doctrine, often deny it 
in life by failing to bring our 
thoughts and deeds, our traditions 
and habits into true subjection to the 
divine Word." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 



The Unnecessary Pastor. Rediscov­
ering the Call. Marva Dawn and Eu­
gene Peterson. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub­
lishing, 2000. 256 pages. $14. 
♦♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

Marva Dawn and Eugene Peterson 
teamed up to write this book after work­
ing together at a conference for pastors 
at Regent College in Vancouver, Brit­
ish Columbia. Their basic conviction 
about the church in general and pasto­
ral ministry in particular is that "pasto­
ral work originates in and is shaped by 
the revelation of God in Jesus Christ. It 
takes place in the world's culture, but it 
is not caused by it. ... The Trinity-not 
the culture, not the congregation-is the 
primary context for acquir­
ing training and understand­
ing in the pastoral vocation." 

After a thorough exami­
nation of the pastoral epistles 

ty is not skill or ability, but character. 
The key role of pastoral leadership is to 
"equip people ... so they don't need you 
anymore." The main encouragement for 
pastors is that they are God's gift to the 
church. Jim Holladay 

From Promise to Exile: The Former 
Prophets. Marvin Tate. Smyth & 
Helwys Publishing, 1999. 121 pages. 
$12. ♦♦♦♦♦ 

"From Promise to Exile" is one of 
eight books in the All the Bible series. 
This series covers the entire Bible in 
brief, non-technical surveys. 

As surveys, the books do not give 
verse-by-verse commentary but rather 

discuss basic introductory is­
sues and lay out major 
themes and movements of 
each book. 

and Ephesians, Dawn and I UNNECESSARY 

Peterson became convinced PASTOR 

Tate's book covers the 
rise and decline of Israel in 
Joshua through Kings. After 
a brief introduction, Tate 
gives a narrative outline 
through which he covers the 
major themes of each book. 
He then follows the outline 

that "pastors are ... unneces­
sary in three ways:" 

Ji.~Ji.1tfJi,tr inz 1/,r C.111 

I As cultural paragons of I MARVA """"N" 

goodness and niceness. DAWN PETERSON 

I As self-understood 
linchpins holding churches together. 

I As congregational managers of a 
religious company. 

Throughout the book, Dawn and 
Peterson challenge pastors and church­
es to risk a thorough re-examination of 
lheircalling. _1 ·-

Each chapter ·aJtem_ates between 
Peterson's descriptions of the pastoral 
role as outlined in Romans and the pas­
tor~_epistles ~fAwowy ~1. Titus, ~d 
Dawn' S thoroughgoing exarninati01fof 
Ephesians. Their ins1ghts are sometimes 
biting, often challenging, but always 
stimulating. 

Throughout, they challenge the • 
ch1,1rch ~<?, be an autheJJ!iC commµnity of,. 
Jesus' disciples, who,would-be willing 
to die for one another. The essence of 
pastoral leadership.in su-ch a communi-

with his conclusions and reflections. 
• Each discussion sifts through the 

great amount of scholarly material 
available on each of these books and 
presents a thoroughly readable and in­
formative synopsis of the biblical 
record. 

Tate does not avoid lustorical and -
theological difficulties present in these 
books, but maintains the focus on what 
the Scripture _teache~ us. He.is a Chris­
tian Old Testament ·scholar idid thus fre­
quently challenges his reader to apply 
the truth to Christian life. • • 

Some of the most memorable stories 
of the Bible occur 1n ·the books Tate 
cpvers. He brings these ancient stories 
to life and makes the application to the 
contemporary church ~d world easy 
for the layperson and {las tor alike. 

: I I 
The length of the book makes it ide­

al for a survey course in Old Testament 
taught in the local church. Sunday 
school teachers who teach whole books 
in successive weeks would do well to 
have the All the Bible series in their li­
braries as a useful study source. Wayne 
Hager 

The Man God Uses. Henry Blackaby 
and Tom Blackaby. Broadman & 
Holman Publishers, 1999. 214 pages. 
$15.99. ♦♦♦♦ 

Henry Blackaby is the authorofthe 
study, "Experiencing God," which is 
changing lives around the world. In this 
book, Blackaby joins his son Tom to ap­
ply many of the principles of 
"Experiencing God" specif­
ically to men. 
• The focus of the book is 
to encourage men to seek a 
personal relationship with 
God and to follow God's will 
in all areas of life. 

The seven chapters of the 
book are designed to be stud­
ied for one week each, with 
probing questions and statements after 
each chapter. The authors encourage the 
book to be used along with a meeting 
of men who will discuss the contents 
and its application . . 

I have to admit that I have been put 
off by much of the material p11-plished 
for men's ministry. In order to encour­
age and build up men, much of the ma­
terial does so at the expense of women 
by taking a hierarchical approach to 
m,arriage, family lif~aJid society. _ . 

Not so with this book. :The Man 
God Uses" encourages men to assume 
a vital role in church, family and soci­
ety, without assuming the position of 
"master" over everyone else .• 

More than any other men's book I 
have read, I recommend 'The Man God 
Uses." Especially. when used in .con­
junction with a sqiall gr~mp, th~sound 

Theologians & cartoonists say goodbye to 'Peanuts' 
J • )., , _, ,; _, . , r 

By Kathi Wolfe 1 just released a 35th anniversary edition. break into Peanuts sometimes, but don't 
Religion News Servic:e He later wrote "The Parables of Pea- dominate it." 

, , . • , •, r nuts" and Short Meditations on the Bi- In theological circles today, "Pea-
SANT A ROSA, Calif. (RNS)- ble and.Peanuts." nuts" is identified with a softer, gentler 

Good Grief! Charlie Brown and his pals "Peanuts," according to Short, pre- stage of the culture, according toMartin 
are leaving us! sents the symbols and beliefs of Chris- Marty, professor emeritus of the Uni-

The final "Peanuts" strip, which ap- tianity, depicting a world filled with sin, versity of Chicago Divinity School. 
pears Sunday; Feb. 13, is becoming a most clearly expressed through Lucy, "Now, theologians want something 
painful cultural milestone for everyone who, Short said, is often "a ~~~~WA with more bite like the 'Non 
from cartoonists to theologians. Charles little devil." The "Peanuts" Sequitur' comic strip," said 
Schultz's departure from thefunnypag- children show what it' s like Marty, a historian of Ameri-
es is leaving something of a spiritual to worship "false gods" as i.tm.ii&ffil~ can religion. "But that 
void, they said. Linus worships his blanket. doesn't mean that there's 

Schulz, who is retiring at age 77 due Charlie Brown and Snoopy, nothing there for them in 
to health concerns, mainly uses his strip Short said, are Christ figures. 'Peanuts.' Theologically, 
to make people laugh, said friend and "Who better embodies 'Peanuts' represents a world 
fellow cartoonist Bil Keane. • the crucified Christ than • in which Protestant neo-or-

But Keane, also 77 and creator of Charlie Brown with his shirt thodoxy and humanist exis-
'The Family Circus," said Peanuts has of thorns, getting hit on the tentialism combine to ask, 
a spiritual and moral point of view. head by Lucy or called a 'How do you find meaning 

"He's not preaching," Keane said. blockhead?" he asked. Yet "Peanuts," in a world filled with absurdity?"' 
"Schulz and his strip embody the moral like Christianity isn' t all gloomy, Short Cartoonist Doug Marlette, who 
decency and clean humor of the World said. Snoopy is "the hound of heaven" writes "Kudzu" said Marty "is on to 
War II generation." who's constant! y leaping for joy. something." 

• People will miss Peanuts, he said, People are sad "Peanuts" is ending, "I love 'Peanuts' because I care 
because "it's one of the few places said Jeffrey Mahan, professor of minis~ about the characters," Marlette said. 
whe{e you can find anything spiritual try, media and culture at Iliff School of "We identify with people who are chi­
in the funny papers." Theology in Denver, "because like a citied, who lose. Nobody cares what 

For years, Robert Short, pastor of Norman Rockwell painting, it presents happens to a winner-we need some-
First Presbyterian Church in Monticel- America as we'd like it to be." one to lose who we can root for." 
lo, Ark., has used "Peanuts" to illustrate "Peanuts," according to Mahan, de- Marlette said the strip draws people 
his view of Christianity. picts an idealized, mainstream Protes- in because it tells a great story, adding: 

In 1965, Short wrote the best-sell- tant viewpoint. "Religion is an enrich- '"Peanuts' is an artistic instrument 
ing 'The Gospel According to Peanuts" ing part of the characters' lives. But not which hits on universal basics that in­
and Westminster/John Knox Press has all consuming. Quotes from Scripture fluence the culture." 

biblical principles and sensitivity to re­
lationship with God can greatly impact 
a man's life. Wayne Hager 

Hallelujah, What a Savior! : 25 Hymn 
Stories Celebrating Christ Our Re­
deemer. Kenneth Osbeck. Kregel Pub­
lications, 2000. 124 pages. $8.99. 
♦♦♦♦ 

Kenneth Osbeck is an ardent collec­
tor and publisher of hymn stories. Yet 
his several books reflect more than a 
historian's interest in the words and 
music of the church's hymnody. 

As a teacher, he is obviously inter­
ested in deepening our awareness and 

-'>!lpprooi..itioo..of the hymns we sing. As 
a music director for several 
churches, he is concerned for 
the spiritual formation of 
church members. Conse­
quently, most of his collec­
tions of hymn stories are de­
signed to be used primarily 
as spiritual formation tools 
(a.k.a. devotionals). 

"Hallelujah, What a Sav­
ior!" is a collection of 25 

hymns centered around the journey 
from Palm Sunday to Easter. Though 
not limited in usefulness to the Lenten 
period or Holy Week, Osbeck has de­
signed this book to be used during the 
days leading up to Easter, as a means 
for preparing for the celebration of 
Christ's atoning work on the cross and 
His triumphal resurrection. 

Of particular interest is the conclud­
ing section, which contains ~ outline 
of how to use the material in the book 
as the basis for a week-long reflection 
on the passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus. Each day' s readings summa­
rize that day in the life of Jesus, point 
us to appropriate scriptures and invite 
us to reflect on three of the hymns con­
tained in the book. Osbeck has provid­
ed a so.und resource for enriching our 
celebration of Easter. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

■ _Join Mark and Tatiana 
McN1el, Baptist 

representatives in 
• Poland, in giving thanks 
that International Baptist 

Church has found a 
• meeting place centrally 
located and near public 

transportation. The 
church held its first 

service there Jan. 16. 

· '■ Give thanks for 30 
Tanzanian young people 
who attended a January 

True Love Waits seminar 
in Mwanza. 

■ Missionaries serving 
in Tanzania as they 

return to their places of 
ministry after attending a 

prayer retreat in Kenya 
Jan. 29-Feb. 2. Pray that 
• their experiences at the 
retreat will sustain them 

in the days ahead. 

■ Ken Lyle, executive 
director of the Baptist 

Convention of New 
England. 

PEOPLE 
1_1,a1~••imv•• 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CADIZ- Oak Grove Church called 
O.D. Boyd as interim pastor. 
■ FRANKFORT- Pleasant Ridge 
Church called Todd Moore as minis­
ter of youth. Moore previously served 

. as ministerof music. Vernon Carpen­
ter is pastor. 
■ GLENDALE- Glen Dale Chil­
dren's Home hosted a retirement recep­
tion for Vertie Stewart Mudd to hon­
or his 39 years of service. Mudd began 
as a houseparent and most recently 
served as a shift supervis0r.' 0

' M ;.i~~ N~ , . 

■ JEFFERSONVILLE- Jefferson­
ville Church ordained Mike Donathan 
and installed Taylor Abney as dea­
cons. Shannon Back is interim pastor. 
■ LONDON- East Pittsburg Church 
called James Reese as pastor. Roy 
Faulkner, director of missions, has 
been serving as interim pastor. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Beechmont Church 
will host Sons of Liberty in concert 
Feb. 20 at 6:30 p.m. For information, 
call (502) 368-5806. James Ward is 
pastor. 

Rockford Lane Church hosted a 
farewell reception for associate pas­
tor Philip Hedgecoth Feb. 6. Hedge­
coth has accepted a ministry position 
in Evans, Ga. 

■ MA YFIELD_:_Cuba Church is 
hosting a new worship service Mon­
days at 7 p.m. for shift workers and 
those unable to attend on Sundays. For 
more information, call (270) 382-
2423. Glynn Copeland is pastor. 
■ PADUCAH- Former pastor and 
director of missions George Cart­
wright, 95, died Jan. 24. His preach­
ing ministry extended from 1928-
1990. He was director of missions for 
Muhlenberg Baptist Association in 
Greenville from 1956-1961. Cart­
wrightis survived by two daughters, 
six grandchildren, 11 great-grand­
children and one great-great-grand­
child. 
■ RICHMOND-Red House Church 
will host youth evangelist Rick Gage 
Feb. 20 in morning and evening ser­
vices. For information, call (606) 623-
8471. Larry Sizemore is pastor. 
■ RUSSELL VILLE- First Church 
will host Chad Cates in concert Feb. 
6 at 6:30 p.m. The church also will 
have a joint morning service on Race 
Relations Day, Feb. 13, with Mt. Zion 
Church. Mt. Zion' s Pastor J.O. 
McKinney will preach and his 
church's choir will present special mu­
sic. Randall Neal is pastor. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov­

ing church in Bow ling Green. Must be 
experienced and ambitious. Send re: 
sume to: Forest Park Baptist Church, 
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101 , Attn: Search Com­
mittee. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary for 
Baptist church in Franklin County. 
Must have secretarial experience and be 
competent in Microsoft W orcl, Power­
Point, Access and Excel. Qualified can­
didate also should possess effective oral 
and written communication skills, orga­
nizational skills and the ability to work 
with minimum supervision. Please re­
spond by Feb. 10, 2000, by sending re­
sume with references to: Personnel 
Committee, PO Box 4208, Frankfort, 
KY40601. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
education. Please send resume to: Crest­
wood Baptist Church, I 006 East Main 
St., Frankfort, KY 40601, Attn: Minis­
ter of Education Search Committee. For 
information regarding our church, 
please visit our Web site: www.crest 
woodbaptist.com. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Send resume to: New Bethel 
Baptist Church, PO Box 100, Verona, 
KY 41092, Attn: Music Search Com­
mittee. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis­
ter needed immediately. Approximate­
ly 10 hours weekly, primarily week­
ends. Call pastor: (606) 299-5649. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville, Ky., is prayerfully seek­
ing applicants for pastor. Please send 
resume to: FBC Pastor Search Commit­
tee, 1400 South Main St., Hopkinsville, 
KY42240. • 

SEEKING: CaneyviJ.le Baptist 
Church seeks a full-time, experienced, 
energetic pastor. Prefer college and/or 
seminary training. Send resume to: 
Eddie A. Majors, 164 Clay Way, 
Leitchfield, KY 42754. 

SEEKING: Part-time, bivocation­
al pastor needed for small, rural church 
near Whitesville, Ky. Three services per 
week. Call Ed Hemmersbach for de­
tails: (270) 264-1478. 

FOR RENT: 2-room apartment 
(sleeps 6), 2 baths, kitchenette. Cocoa 
Beach, Fla. Available April 2-9 or April 
9-16, 2000. Call (812) 944-3866. 

FOR SALE: Very nice one-owner 
bus in excellent condition. Comfortable 
reclining seats, restroom, air-condi­
tioned, large luggage storage, easy to 
drive and inexpensive to maintain. The 
most reliable transportation a church 
can own. For information or photos, 
please call David at (606) 278-7224. 

CHRISTIAN MVP St. Louis Rams quarterback Kurt Warner holds the Vince Lombardi 
Trophy at the conclusion of Super Bowl XXX/V. (RNS/Reuters) 

Super Bowl MVP uses fame 
to share his Christian faith 

ST. LOUIS (ABP)- National 
Football League quarterback Kurt 
Warner told a radio reporter he plans · 
to use his rapid rise from obscurity to 
Super Bowl MVP as a platform to 
speak about his Christian faith. 

Warner led the St. Louis Rams to 
a 23-16 victory Jan. 30 with a record 
performance in a Super Bowl XXX­
IV described as one of the best in his­
tory. Warner completed 24 of 45 pass­
es for414 yards and two touchdowns, 
the last a 73-yard play that broke a 16-
16 tie with 1:54 left in the game, An 
attempted comeback by the Tennes-_ 
see Titans ended with a tackle one 
yard from the goal as time expired. 

Upstaging the game, even, was the 
Cinderella story of Warner's career. 
Five years ago, he was stocking gro­
ceries in a supermarket. He grew _11p 
in Iowa, dreaming of playing at the 
University in Iowa. Instead, he settled 
for smaller Northern Iowa, where he 
didn't start until his senior season and 
went undrafted by the pros. 

The Green Bay Packers signed him 
as a free agent but released him. He 
later played arena football with the 
Iowa Barnstormers, passing for 183 
touchdowns. 

Warner signed with the Rams in 
1998 but was sent to Amsterdam, 
where he led the NFL Europe league 
in passing. He joined the Rams this 
year as a backup, earning the league­
minimum $254,000 salary. Warner 
got his chance wh~n superstarapros­
pect Trent Green was out for the sea­
son after an injury during an exhibi­
tion game. 

Warner went on to help the Rams 
compile a 13-3 regular-season record 
and was named the National Football 
League's Most Valuable Player. 

Warner has credited his wife, team-

mates and his faith in Jesus Christ for 
his success. 

"Who am I? I am a devout Christian 
man," Warner told 40,000 people at a 
Billy Graham crusade in St. Louis last 
fall. "I am not a football player. That is 
what I do. When I throw a touchdown 
pass now, my thoughts are on how I can 
rise this success on the field as a plat­
form to glorify and praise my Lord 
Jesus Christ. • 

"People often ask the secret of my 
success as a football player. It has noth­
ing to do with how I work out in the 
off-season or my diet," he said. 'The 
secret of my success is simply Jesus 
Christ." 

Warner became a Christian four 
years ago after the parents ofBrenda­
then his girlfriend and now his wife­
were killed by a tornado in Mountain 
View,Ark. 

W amer watched as Brenda, a Chris­
tian, responded to the tragedy with 
grace. He knew she had dealt similarly 
with a crippling injury to her son eight 
years earlier, when as a baby he was 
dropped on his head. Today, Zachary is 
legally blind and brain-damaged, but is 
a fifth grader who can read. 

Three months after Brenda's parents 
death, Warner became a Christian. Two 
months after that, he proposed to her . 
and has adopted both Zachary and her 
daughter, Jesse. 

The family attends St. Louis Family 
Church. Pastor Jeff Perry leads a Bible 
study in the W amers' home on Wednes­
day nights during the football season. 

Warner tu'rned down an appearance 
on the David Letterman Show because 
it conflicted with his wedding anniver­
sary. He has his own breakfast cereal, 
Warner's Krunch Time, and proceeds 
go to a Christian camp for children with 
special needs. 
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PEOPLE ...._, ...... 
Evangelical group takes up issue of abused women 

.CAPE COD, Mass. (RNS)-The 
World Evangelical Federation's task 
force on abuse against women is one 
step e!oser to bringing international at­
tention to the "tragedy" of sexual traf­
ficking and other violence against 
women. 

The 20-member group met Jan. 29-
30 to consolidate research findings and 
finalize a theological declaration that 
will be presented to the World Evan­
gelical Federation at its General Assem­
bly meeting in Malaysia in May 200 I. 

"We affirm the validity of the Bi­
ble's message proclaiming the dignity 
and freedom of women," says a resolu­
tion passed by the task force, "We af­
firm the teaching of Christian Scriptures 

that tequires respect for women's bod­
ies as well as their souls." 

The resolution also recommends the 
formation of "international partnerships 
to end the scourge of sexual traffick­
ing," which the group says is rampant 
in countries around the world, particu­
larly in some Asian countries. 

"Every day, girls in Asian countries 
are abducted, coerced or seduced into 
sexual slavery," said Olly Mesach, who 
is a task force member from Indonesia. 

The group aims to publish a book of 
statistical data and theological resourc­
es that will document the problem of 
abuse against women and will offer 
possible solutions. 

Sociological research indicates that 

as many as one in three women world­
wide have been beaten, raped or other­
wise abused. A recent report from the 
Johns Hopkins School of Public Health 
said that despite the widespread abuse, 
as many as 70 percent of the women 
interviewed had never reported their 
suffering. 

The task force members will meet 
again in four months to consider more 
statistical information that is being gath­
ered around the world. 

A variety of responses were suggest­
ed, including: 

I Inviting the local women's shelter 
director to speak at a church service. 

I Posting phone numbers in wom­
en's restrooms. 

ART CONCERT Atlanta artist Kerry Jackson combines five drawings of Jesus onstage with music, drama and lighting to graphically 
depict the gospel of Christ. (BP photo by Gibbs Frazeur) 

Artist us_es pictures to draw people to the Rock 
By Matt Sanders 
Baptist Press 

SUGAR HILL, 'Ga:' (BP)_c_He 
once drew for a living in a studio. Now 
he draws for Jesus onstage. 

Most people want to see a visual 
artist's finished work, not the work in 
progress. But add Christian rock mu­
sic, lights, slides, Scripture narration 

. and drama, and suddenly you have 
"Drawing to the Rock," a gospel pre­
sentation attracting people of all ages. 

Kerry Jackson said he wants the 
unique ministry to draw people to the 
Rock of Ages. 

Jackson said God gave him the vi­
sion for this ministry while attending 
Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. He 
had done "chalk talks" in churches, 
but the vision was for "something re­
ally big." 

When he first went to seminary 
from Jackson, Miss., Jackson left his 
freelance art studio and thought he 
would no longer need his skills and 
fine arts degree from Mississippi State 
University. 

"I gave up my art career, sold all my 

supplies, tools and client list to become 
a counselor," Jackson said. 

The vision for his art ministry came 
one day while he was in his car w_aiting 
to pick up his daughter. 

"I almost started crying right there, 
(but) I didn't know it would take so long 
to pull it together," Jackson said. 

The hour-and-15-minute presenta­
tion consists of five scenes: the apple in 
the Garden of Eden; the birth of Jesus 
in Bethlehem; the triumphal entry of 
Jesus in Jerusalem; Jesus in the Garden 
of Gethsemane; and the crucifixion. 

Music plays in the background as 
Jackson moves from vignette to vi­
gnette. In the crucifixion scene, Jack­
son draws "a normal, happy Jesus," then 
violently slashes a crown of thorns on 
Jesus' head. 

In the background, the audience 
hears a hammer hitting nails. When the 
song is done, Jackson peels away the 
canvas to reveal a predrawn scene of an 
empty tomb. 

Through creative lighting, Jackson's 
drawing shows Jesus risen from the 
tomb and beckoning people to come to 
Him. 

In the second half of the presenta-

tion, Jackson emerges portraying Jesus. 
"I ask (people in the audience) if they 
love me, if they believe in me.'. ' 

The ministry is about a year and a 
half old and is a family affair. Jackson 
built the set, pieced together the Jjght­
ing, made the slide presentations and 
bought a sound system. His wife, Twy­
la, is the light and sound technician, 
which he says is the hardest job. 

Each vignette has a 32-by-40-inch 
canvas. The set takes four to six hours 
to set up. . 

"I want God to take it wherever He 
wants to take it," said Jackson, who also 
works as a promotion design specialist 
with the Southern Baptist North Amer­
ican Mission Boar_d. Part of his job is 
designing NAMB booths that are used 
at conventions. 

Jackson always invites people to 
raise their hands if they want to receive 
Christ. He said an 8-year-old girl once 
told hirri she looked up at the face of 
Jesus and felt God telling her it was time 
to accept Christ. 
For more information write to Drawing 
to the Rock, 1140 Sycamore Summit, Sug­
ar Hill, GA, 30518 or kjacksp11@11amb. 
net. 

I Preaching sermons on the topic. 
I Forming a network of resources 

from organizations ranging from Cam­
pus Crusade for Christ to Christian 
Women Communicating, International. 

Task force member Catherine 
Kroeger identified a "theological trap" 
that includes concepts such as a prohi­
bition against divorce, an insistence that 
the man is the head of his household and 
the teaching that women must submit 
to their husbands. 

She said these ideas have prevented 
evangelicals from understanding scrip­
tural mandates to refrain from abusing 
spouses. "They're afraid of rocking 
their theological boat rather than say­
ing, 'Let's look at what the Bible says."' 
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_ The Exciting New Youth camp 
at Jonathan Creek for Summer 2000 

s Night camps from June 4 thru Aug. 4, 2000 • 

With Pastors Rob Turner, 
Steve Ayers, Craig . 

Tackett, Jamie Ward, and 
Jeff Eaton 

Worship -& Praise led by 
Michael & Terri Higdon 

,, 

\ 
' ' 
\ 

Call Jonathan Creek at 270-354-8355 today for registration and information. 
Ron Tipton, Director & Jason Ellerbrook, Associate Director 
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