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Conference: Jesus models christian response to stress

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

CEDARMORE—The bad news:
It’s a stress-filled world whose pace
is likely to accelerate.

The good news: Jesus Christ mod-
eled a way to live in His grace amid
the tensions caused by rapid change.

That was the message of several
speakers and workshop leaders dur-
ing this month’s deacon-pastor-
spouse retreat at Cedarmore Baptist
Assembly.

An underlying theme of the confer-
ence was the need to pray about daily
challenges and pressures. - -

Like the introduction of “A Tale of
Two Cities,” keynote speaker Les Hol-
lon said Charles Dickens’ classic de-

~ She alsole sahandforthe':

the “Keenagers.”

1 feel like I'm a helper———to‘
be able to get to some of these
older people who are in their up-
per 70s and 80s,” said Wood, 63.
“I just like doing that. I just love
doing things for other people.”

Oftentimes, she said, they are

_a group that’s ignored within the
congregatxons they helped found -
and support.

v Today, more than one in eight
Americans—some 33 million
people—is at least 65. In 30

 years, about 20 percent of the

- us populatlonwﬂlbemoxethan .

some asswtance—lackmg

. Charles Am, co- author of
“Catch the Age Wave” and pres-
ident of Church Growth Inc., in

Monrov1a, Calif., contends that

“ageism’ pervades many con-
- temporary churches.
o “We dida survey a few years
~ ago,” he said. “For every one
[ See Aglng members . page 6

scribes life in the 21st century: the best
of times and the worst of times. Despite
the fruits of progress, the technological
age poses many challenges, he said.
“How many times has your leader-
ship style had to change?”
asked Hollon, pastor of
St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louis-
ville. “How many
times have you had
to change the way you
do deacon ministry? But

the Lord Jesus, who is the same yester—

day, today and forever, knows our
needs. We need to look at how not just
to cope, but to thrive with the stress.”
Using Matthew 9 as an illustration,
Hollon recounted that Jesus endured a
daily routine filled with demands and

criticism. He healed people of various
diseases while bystanders either blamed
the victims for their illness or mocked
him, Hollon said.

Jesus also persuaded Matthew to

follow Him and confronted -

John’s disciples who
questioned  His
methods. And He
was verbally
abused by skeptics

before the day con-

cluded, Hollon said.
“Stress is the inner account-
ability of expectations,” he said. “If we
don’t feel it, we’re dead. It was good
stress that caused Matthew to follow

Jesus (and) that caused Jesus to heal a

woman. I want stress—it keeps this

building up.”

‘0 See Speaker: Jesus models ...,

Hollon listed antidotes to unhealthy
stress, including:

0 Laughter.

B Dedicating life to God each day
and confessing the need for His wis-
dom.

B Reconciling personal relationships
within the family and church.

B Praying about anxieties and medi-
tating on God’s goodness.

The most dramatic example of rely-
ing on God to answer the-stress of life
came from Skip Ford, deacon chairman
at St. Matthews Baptist.

He described drawing closer to God
as his wife struggled with a fatal neuro-
logical disease for more than 30 years.
Ruthie Ford died Dec. 31.

“The only prescription (was) you
page 6

Commandments rally

Hundred of supporters of posting the Ten Commandments in public schools held a rally on the steps of the state Capitol in Frankfort
last week. Kentucky’s Senate passed a resolution affirming the Ten Commandments, 37-1, but it faces an uncertain future in the House
of Representatives. Story on page 3

Mlssmnarles see Druze responding to gospel

By Eileen Carroll -
SBC International Mission Board

GOLAN HEIGHTS (BP)—In the
land where Jesus walked and taught, a
group of Georgia young people share
their faith among the Druze.

Chatter passes among the 23 mem-
bers of the outreach team from Warren
Baptist Church in Augusta, Ga. “Did
you get that street over there? No, OK,
let’s get that one and then we’ll move
on to the next village.”

They pause, sip some water, then
pick up their sacks of cassettes and lit-
erature and trudge off. Israel’s Golan

‘Heights swelter under cloudless skies;

cloudless except for the day the team
prays for rain and God obliges by send-
ing a downpour that even locals say is

unusual for this time of year.

About 30,000 Druze live in the four
villages they visit. The team, composed
mostly of high school seniors and col-
lege freshmen, delivers Christian ma-
terials to a high percentage of the house-
holds.

For most of these young people, this
is their first trip outside the United
States. Often they are invited into homes
for juice or freshly picked cherries.

During the week, one man prays to
receive Christ as Savior after the tape
and materials the team leaves.

Local Christian workers among the
Druze are delighted with the warm re-
sponse the Warren team gets and com-
ment that the Druze are more respon-
sive to the gospel than ever before.

“Never have I seen them so hungry,”

one of the workers says. They plan ex-
tensive follow-up visits and discussions
with the many Druze who express in-
terest in the Christian message during
the team’s week-long visit.

Prayer is a vital part of the Golan
Heights project. More than 1,000 peo-
ple support it with prayer.

“God has really impressed on each
of us how important prayer is,” says
Chuck Gotrdon, project leader and min-
ister of students at Warren Baptist
Church.

The church prayed fer-months be-
fore adopting the project. Once they did,
each member of the team recruited 50
prayer supporters for it. And the team
spent their first day in Israel on a prayer
walk through the villages in'which they
Q See Volunteers help share ..., page 10



“You learn a lot
about your prayer
life when the walls
and roof are
coming apart all
around you.”

Tornado survivor Harris
Malcolm, pastor of First
Baptist Church,

Camilla, Ga.

CAMILLA, Ga. (BP)—More than
200 Georgia Baptist volunteers are as-
sisting in relief efforts after a series of
tornadoes Feb. 14 that killed 22 people
and injured more than 100 others.

Many of the deaths occurred in the
town of Camilla, 200 miles south of
Atlanta, where the Valentine’s Day
storms cut a five-mile path of destruc-
tion through a housing development two
miles south of town.

Jim Richardson, director of the
Georgia Baptist Convention’s disaster
relief team, said destruction in south
Georgiais “very extensive.”

Baptist volunteers from across the
state set up a command post at First
Baptist Church of Camilla, including

groups to handle communications,

clean-up, feeding and childcare. The
church also is operating as a shelter for
storm victims.

Camilla pastor Harris Malcolm and
his family were among those directly
impacted by the storm. They huddled
together under a mattress as the torna-
do slammed into their home.

Their house was destroyed, but the
pastor and his family escaped serious
injuries. The homes of eight members
of the congregation were heavily dam-
aged and 20 other homes were moder-
ately damaged.

“You learn a lot about your prayer
life when the walls and roof are com-
ing apart all around you,” Malcolm said.
“We know that the mattress didn’t save
us. We know that the roof in that hall-

way didn’t save us. What ultimately .

saved us and protected us was the hand
of God.”

In nearby Cairo, Shannon Harrell,
28, and her eight-month-old daughter,
Kylie Rae, were killed in the storm. Her
husband Todd, a Royal Ambassador

leader at Pine Level Baptist Church,
survived with minor injuries.
In neighboring Grady County,

‘Macedonia Baptist Church sustained

major structural damage. The storm
blew away the front portion of the
church. A spokesman for Grady Bap-
tist Association said several church
members living nearby were injured by
flying debris. Authorities said five
deaths were confirmed in the vicinity.

Joe Beechum, director of missions
for Tucker Baptist Association, said the
shock of what happened is being felt
across the region. “This is enormous,”
he said. “You can’t even get to the ar-
eas that are the hardest hit.”

Richardson said Baptist volunteers.

are “working with the Department of
Transportation and local utilities to cut
away tree limbs and clear away debris.”

“Southern Baptists are mobilizing
all across the state,” he said. “When it’s
all said and done we’ll have more than
200 volunteers onthe scene.”

More disaster relief teams were
scheduled to arrive, including a mass
care feeding team. “We’re here to lend
a helping hand and help minister to peo-
ple who’ve been affected by this storm,”
Richardson said. “That’s what Baptists
are all about, being there when some-
one needs help.”

Ron McCaskill, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church of Cairo, said the storm left
behind extensive damage, but hope re-
mains. “We are very grateful to be
alive,” he said. “The important thing is
to live each day like it was your last
day. ”

Acknowledging the difficulty of
coping ‘with the unexpected deaths of
people of all ages, he added, “We have
to put lives back together, bury the dead
and find a way to begin again.”

TORNADO DAMAGE Macedonia Baptist Church deacon Merrill Palmer (left) and pastof
David Pickering inspect damage to the church sanctuary caused by a Valentine’s Day
tornado that hit Pelham, Ga. (BP photo by Joe Westbury)

European Baptist scholar urges dialogue hetween East and West

PRAGUE, Czech Republic
(ABP)—Baptists in Europe remain di-
vided between East and West but can
learn from each other, said a German
scholar at an international conference
on theological education.

“Not only the East has to learn from
the West, but also the West has to learn
from the East,” said Stefan Stiegler,
chairman of the European Baptist Fed-
eration’s Theological Assistance Group.

COUNSELING FOR THOSE WITH SHORT ATTENTION SPANS
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About 70 seminary leaders and-

teachers from 24 countries in Europe
and the Middle East attended the con-
ference at the International Baptist
Theological Seminary in Prague, Czech
Republic.

Europe is in a process of unification,
Stiegler said, but differences remain
between East and West. Despite pro-
claiming to be “one in Christ,” he add-
ed, such gaps also exist in Baptist life,

An obvious gap is education, Stie-

gler said. While many Baptists in West-
ern Europe studied at prestigious
schools, other Baptists under commu-

nism could not obtam theological edu-

cation.
That doesn’t mean Eastern church-

. es lack theology, Stiegler said, describ-

ing what another scholar has labeled
“survival theology.”
A weakness in the Eastern Europe-

BAPTIST DIGEST

an mindset, however, is that education
in communist schools concentrated on
conformity and obedience. “Initiative
was not only forbidden but dangerous,”
he said. “It will need two or more gen-
erations to overcome this shapmg inthe
hearts of the Eastern people.”

Western Baptists also were shaped
by their culture, he added, suggesting a
preoccupation with “money and adver-
tisement” distorts the gospel message.
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Senate action

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

FRANKFORT—Seeking to avoid
the legal pitfalls of past legislation, a
resolution affirming the Ten Com-
mandments was approved last week
in the Kentucky Senate.

An amended version of Senate
Joint Resolution 57, sponsored by
Sen. Albert Robinson (R-Dist. 21),
passed Feb. 15 by a vote of 37-1 after
two hours of debate.

The measure faces an uncertain fu-
ture in the House of Representatives
where Floor Majority Leader Greg
Stumbo (D-Dist. 95) said, “We won’t
be in any hurry to move it.”

SJR 57 calls on the Kentucky De-
partment of Education to encourage
teachers and school administrators to
implement a 1992 Kentucky law pro-
tecting religious liberty for students
in public schools. That statute (KRS
158.195) declares, “There shall be no
content-based censorship of American
history or heritage in the Common-
wealth based on religious references”
in such documents as the Declaration
of Independence, the Mayflower
Compact and the national anthem.

The Senate resolution specifically
cites the Ten Commandments as a
document public school teachers can
post and teach from as part of “histor-
ic displays of original documents re-
flecting American history.” The mea-
sure also seeks to halt the “suppress-
ing or censoring” of historic docu-
ments that refer to God.

Among concerns by lawmakers are
recent lawsuits filed by the American
Civil Liberties Union of Kentucky
against Harlan County school district
as well as McCreary and Pulaski
counties. The suits accuse those enti-
ties of violating the Constitution by
posting the Ten Commandments in
schools and other public facilities.

Robinson said the current resolu-
tion is “a softer approach” than a pre-
vious Kentucky law struck down 20
years ago by the U.S. Supreme Court.
That law required schools to post the
Ten Commandments rather than leav-
ing the choice to local school admin-
istrators and teachers. The Supreme
Court ruled in 1980 that the more
stringent law violated the First
Amendment’s establishment clause.
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rms Ten comandments

RALLY Former Gov. Brereton Jones speaks t a rally affirming the role of theTen Com-
mandments. The event was held Feb. 15 outside the state Capitol.

During Senate debate, Sen. Tim
Shaughnessy (D-Dist. 19) called for
the resolution’s references to Chris-
tianity to be changed to Judeo-Chris-
tianity. Despite objections from Rob-
inson, the amendment passed 29-9
before the full measure was adopted
with only one negative vote.

“Whether you call yourself Chris-
tian or Judeo-Christian, you’re still in
the Christian category,” Robinson
said, “I just wanted to say where we
were in terms of our historical docu-
ments and that is Christian. Let’s re-
member from whence we came.”

Even with the amendment, Robin-
son described the Senate action as “a
major victory.”

“In the House, I would take it the
way itis and be glad to get it through,”
he said. “If they 't it out to the floor,
it will pass.”

Citing opposition he has received
on the issue, Robinson said, “I will
take the heat. I'd rather have God’s
approval than others’. My goal is to
put God back in His rightful place.”

Prior to the Senate vote, Robinson
addressed hundreds of Ten Com-
mandments supporters at a rally on the
steps of the state Capitol. “Let’s hope
and trust that God’s will will be done,”
he said. “While I'm in there voting and
the others are voting, pray, pray,
pray.”

Describing the issue as “a battle be-
tween good and evil,” fellow Sen.
Jack Westwood (R-Dist. 23) said, “I
look forward to casting a vote for righ-
teousness.” :

Former Gov. Brereton Jones told

the crowd, “It’s time for every single
one of us to stand up for our beliefs.”

Although “no one has the right to
promote one religion over another re-
ligion in our schools,” he said, “We
must teach our true and factual histo-
ry exactly as it happened.”

Keynote speaker Billy Epperhart,
a pastor from Littleton, Colo., con-
ducted funeral services for four of the
shooting victims from last year’s
shooting rampage at Columbine High
School.

Urging Kentucky legislators and
citizens to “unashamedly stand for
what we know to be true,” Epperhart
said, “We’ve got to have some peo-
ple who are willing to stand on the side
of right or we’re going to see Colum- -
bine repeated over and over and over
again.

“What we’re facing in this nation
is a crisis of godlessness,” he said.
“We need to bring God back into the
schoolroom.”

Herschel Walker, pastor of
Hopewell Missionary Baptist Church
in Corbin, is among outspoken sup-
porters of posting the Ten Command-
ments in public schools. -

“You cannot deny history,” Walk-
er insisted. “A nation that does not
know what it was yesterday does not
know what it is today.

“What’s wrong with teaching our
children thou shalt not kill? What’s
wrong with teaching our children thou
shalt not steal?” he asked. “Let’s un-
tie the hands of our teachers and let
them teach morality. What’s wrong
with that?”

Gambling & alcahal among measures considered by state legislature

FRANKFORT—AIcohol and gambling
remain among hundreds of issues still
under consideration by Kentucky’s
legislature.

With just over five weeks left in the
current legislative session, more than 1,000
measures have been filed in the Kentucky
House of Representatives and Senate.

Two bills seeking to expand alcohol
sales in the state are nearing passage in
each house. Senate Bill 39, sponsored by
Sen. Tom Buford (R-Dist. 22), would allow
a local-option vote on permitting liquor
licenses at qualified 9- and 18-hole golf
courses.

The proposal, touted as an effort to
promote economic development, passed
the Senate by a vote of 27-9-1 and is -

nearing a final vote in the House. The
measure reportedly would affect 16
counties.

Expressing concern about the factics of
alcohol promoters, Claude Witt said
legislators are “writing these alcohol bills
very tight in order to get them through.”

Witt, executive director of the
Temperance League of Kentucky, has been
monitoring the legislation throughout the
current session. He said the bill could be a
starting point for seeking liquor votes at
other resort settings across the state.

House Bill 463, sponsored by Rep. Jim
Callahan (D-Dist. 67), also takes a narrow
approach to expanded liquor sales. It
would allow liquor sales at automobile race
tracks with a seating capacity of at least

30,000. The new 65,000-seat Kentucky
Speedway in Gallatin County is the only
race track in the state that would qualify.

“It’s a very unique type of bill because it
affects only one special-interest race track
in the entire state,” Witt pointed out. The
bill passed the House 66-25 and is
awaiting final Senate action.

On the gambling front, a measure to
prohibit the Kentucky Lottery Commission
“from approving or using games involving
video lottery terminals or similar devices
without specific legislative authorization”
gained the approval of the Senate
Licensing and Occupations Committee.
The Senate committee also adopted an
amendment clarifying that the prohibition
against video gambling includes

“interactive” video gambling.

Those developments are a significant
change from concerns last year that video
lottery terminals and other gambling
proposals might gain legislative approval
this year. With a March 1 deadline for filing
new bills this session, no gambling :
expansion measures have been introduced.

Citizens Against Gambling Expansion, an
interdenominational anti-gambling coalition,
has worked throughout the session to
mobilize statewide opposition to expanded

" gambling. CAGE moderator Nancy Jo

Kemper told supporters last month, “We
will not relax nor reduce our crusade until

- this session has concluded.”

To contact a legislator concerning these
or other issues, call (502) 564-8100.
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Confronting the danger of singing

By Tom Ehrich

Please write about “the joy of sing-
ing,” requests a church musician. He
leads music in a congregation that re-
fuses to sing. They have a long history
of “the choir doing all the singing,” he
explains. “The general church member
has no idea what the ‘joy of singing’ is
all about.”

- He isn’t the first
minister of music to
lament silence in the
pews. How can they not sing, mystified
song leaders wonder. How can they be
surrounded by the joy of sound and not
want to join in?

My view is that some simply cannot

sing and are embarrassed; some think
‘hymns are an unnecessary intrusion on
‘a private worship experience; some
-think music is best done by experts; and

some—probably fewer than we think—
take the haughty attitude that singing is

"beneath them.

It seems to me the issue isn’t the joy

 of singing, but the danger of singing.

Singing does expose inadequacy.
This is a fundamental issue for those
who seek God. Many hesitate to offer

COMMENTARY

their ministries to God because they feel

untrained or outshone. Many feel un-
worthy to make a sound in God’s pres-
ence. Silence is a hiding place—from a
tuneless soul, as well as from a tuneless
voice.

The danger of singing is that, yes, it

would expose one’s inadequacy, but .

even worse, it would reveal God as One
who doesn’t measure
adequacy. = Where
would we hide then? If
we cannot earn God’s
favor, then how do we deal with a life-
time spent trying to earn favor? Whose
favor did we want? Why did we think
their favor mattered?

A second danger in singing is losing
control. I don’t mean dancing on the
pew, although that would be an inter-
esting sight in some churches. Imean a
more basic loss of control, namely, if
we sing, then part of us is out there, be-
yond our wall, beyond our safety zone.

When we sing, we say words we
normally don’t say—words like “‘glad-
ness,” “shame,” “holy.” We give voice
to needs—"“Just as I am without one
plea,” “that saved a wretch like me,”
“hopes and fears of all the years”—we

spend our lives trying to stifle.

It isn’t that we are too stiff to bend
the knee before Jesus, but that we can-
not bear any awareness of needing to
bend.

As in prayer and speaking, we don’t
know what will come out if we open
our lips. The aching in our hearts might
be revealed. Our anger and hatred might
be exposed. Our sins might be known.
They might smell the self-loathing on
our breath. Better to stay silent.

And yet some congregations do sing.
‘When the music starts, they leap to their
feet. Some hold hymnbooks, some fol-
low words on a large screen. Some at-
tempt harmony, some barely cling to the
melody. The issue isn’t technique. What
makes the difference, I think, is that they
are the broken. They know their need
of God. They simply must sing to the
God of all hope.

Imagine: The music minister bids
the choir to cease and gently asks the
congregation, “Friends, what are you
afraid of? What pain stills the song God
has planted in your hearts? What emp-
tiness do you fill with pride? Come, let
us weep together, for the joy of singing
starts in a baptism of tears.”

Tom Ehrich is a free-lance writer and
computer consultant in Durham, N.C.
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‘Deferred gift
annuities: give
now, gain later

By Laurie Valentine

Making charitable gifts during
your lifetime doesn’t have to be

Diluted worship

In the Feb. 8 Western Recorder arti-
cle by Tim Ellsworth de-
noting further changes
within the school of
church music at Southern
Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, one can see that the
ongoing diluting of wor-
ship within Southern
Baptist churches will be
hastened by graduates.

The new “praise and
worship” concept can
hardly be seen as any
serious attempt to prepare leaders for
worship. The idea that an academic de-
gree would be offered or even consid-
ered by any reputable educational es-

BAPTIST
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tablishment is laughable.

Southern Seminary, long a pillar of
theological affirmation and music ex-
cellence, has become
nothing more than a pre-
tender within the educa-
tional arena. To award a
degree to praise leaders,
in the name of education-
al excellence, is to newly
define oxymoron. How
much instruction is need-
ed to be a praise cheer-
leader? It requires little
musical ability, little sen-
sitivity and no back-
ground of church history, dogma or
music as an art form.
; Edward Clark

Danville

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Spending Sunday on the road

-For me, Sunday, Feb. 13, started
in Madisonville and ended in Win-
chester. It was a busy day but a joy-
ous one as I got to participate in wor-
ship at two dynamic Kentucky Bap-
tist congregations in times

After lunch, Kay and I drove to Win-
chester for the installation of the new
pastor at Central Baptist Church. The
church has been served well during the
interim by the outstanding preaching of
Hershael York, who teaches

of leadership transition.

Harold Meers, transi-
tional pastor at First Baptist
Church of Madisonville, in-
vited me to preach in both
morning worship services.
Due to major renovations
being made to the sanctu-
ary, two services are con-
ducted in the church’s ac-
tivities center. Both worship
services were meaningful
and I was privileged to present a spe-
cial recognition to the church family
for their faithful support of missions
through the Cooperative Program.

Harold, a retired pastor, has been
called by God to assist churches in
leadership transition. The church is
grateful for his outstanding leadership.
Please pray for this congregation as
members search for the pastor God
has selected to lead them into the fu-
ture.

Bill Mackey

preaching at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.

The new pastor is Art
Beasley who has been pastor
of St. George Baptist Church
in Orangeburg, S.C., for 12
years. Art has served as an
associate pastor and as a
frequent speaker at youth
events. Art and his wife,
Sandy, have four daughters
and one son. He comes to a
strong missions church, having partici-
pated in numerous missions trips him-
self.

Central Baptist is located in spacious
facilities, which currently are being used
by a school while its new facilities are
being completed. The church has a
strong educational and missions minis-
try. Through the years Sunday school
attendance has been strong and missions
support and involvement have been
excellent.

End death penalty

I wish I could ask every governor,
state legislator, Supreme Court Justice,
presidential candidate, member of Con-
gress and voter the following question:
Would you be in favor of the death pen-
alty if your child or spouse were found
guilty of a capital crime?

‘When considering the death penal-
ty, I wonder how many politicians who
say they are followers of Christ ask the
WWID question, “What would Jesus
do?” The death penalty is barbaric, has
been proven to be no deterrent and
should be abolished in our country. For
capital offenses, I favor life in prison
with no possibility of parole.

Paul Whiteley Sr.
Louisville

I challenged the new pastor to:

I Discover God’s vision for the
church.

0 Exercise courageous faith.

0 Be a leader with integrity.

I Equip and deploy the people for
ministry.

The people were challenged to:

¥ Realign fellowship groups in or-
der to assimilate new people effective-
ly.

B Protect the pastor’s time with God
and the Word.

B Pray for their pastor and his fami-
ly, and for one another.

B Prepare for praise and worship
through personal Bible study and
prayer.

B Walk closely with Jesus every day.

I Believe that God will bless their
ministry.

One of the delights of visiting Cen-
tral Baptist Church was to say thank you
to Gretna Miller again. She and her hus-
band, Truett Miller, now deceased, took
Kay and me into their family when I
served as Truett’s associate in Middles-
boro after seminary. Thank God for
mentors who assist us in the journey.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

a “now or
never’ prop-
osition.

Deferred
charitable
gift annuities
are a giving
option  in
which you
make a gift
now, but
don’t begin to receive income
until some time in the future.

These “life income” gift plans
provide benefits to the donor as
well as valuable support to the
causes that receive the gifts. The
donor benefits include a charita-
ble income tax deduction equal
to the value of the charity’s inter-
est in the gift as well as potential
for an increase in your income if
the property you gift is earning
only certificate of deposit inter-
est rates or dividends.

A deferred charitable glft an-
nuity is an agreement between
you and a qualified charity in
which you agree to make a gift
of cash or appreciated assets such-
as stock. In exchange for your
gift, the charity agrees to pay you
a fixed annual amount for life.
The annual payments to you can’t
start for at least one year after you
‘make the gift.

A deferred gift annuity can be
the answer for the soon-to-be re-
tiring 64-year-old who expects a
good cash flow from various
sources for the next six years at
which point his or her income
will diminish. The individual can
make a gift now to establish the
deferred gift annuity and provide
for annuity payments to begin at
age 70 when the extra income
will be needed.

Deferred gift annuities also
can be a source of supplemental
retirement income.

Sam, age 50, already is con-
tributing the maximum amount
allowable to his 401(k) retire-
ment plan. He wants to accumu-
late more for his retirement years
and would like to accomplish his
objective on a tax-favored basis.

Sam can establish a deferred
charitable gift annuity in 2000
that will not begin to make pay-
ments to him until 2015 when he
is age 65. Sam has no income
until he begins to receive the an-
nuity payments, but he can take
an income tax deduction in 2000,
the year he makes the gift.

Deferred charitable gift annu-
ities offer the opportunity to give
now and receive later.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation




OPINION

Intentional family rituals can
help ease tension, build unity

@: My sister and | worry about family unity. As our parents
get older, we sense a great deal of family tension across
the generations. The tension is not at a contllct or hostility
level. What can we do?

Pastoral counseling is available if the issues involve
brokenness. If there is a lack of connectedness among family
members, building intergenerational
family rituals may be helpful. By
connectedness, | mean the family
members have grown apart from each -
other and need reconnecting. A pastoral
counselor can help make this
assessment.

In today’s society, even in Christian
families, lack of connectedness is a major
problem. Most people are not intentional
about maintaining their awareness and concern for each
other. Life is so busy that the time for doing relationship
building is limited or non-existent.

The idea of establishing intentional family rituals is not a
new concept. However, before this can be accomplished,
many families need to tame their televisions and computers.

Intentional families plan what they want for their families,
and to attain those ends, they develop intergenerational rituals
and activities. Many families feel they are too busy to spend
timie with each other. Yet there are some very natural
occasions for these kinds of times. Celebrating birthdays,
graduations, Valentine’s Day, Mother's Day and Father’s Day
help people feel loved and important to the family. Consider
the church calendar and find many times for family rituals.
From these events build family tradition.

Your concern for your family is a situation faced by many
other families. The power and strength of families who
incorporate rituals into their daily lives include stronger
cohesion, more time spent together, more richness in their
interactions and more loving relationships. Take heart in
knowing your efforts to help your family reconnect their love
for each other is of vital importance.—Jon Rainbow

Q: When should | seek counseling for my child?

When a child gets sick or doesn't feel well, most parents
know when to play doctor and when to call one. In the same
way, parents usually are able to tell when reinforcements are
needed to help children cope with special challenges.

The better you know your child, the easier it will be to
notice when things are not normal. Mounting behavior
problems, a loss of concentration, struggles with school,
constant conflict in relationships at home, a loss of appetite
and a listless mood may signal a child’s need for help in
sorting out his or her feelings. Be alert to situations at school
or church, problems with friends, grief or anger that doesn’t
run its course, as well as other hurts that time doesn’t heal.

Talk with others who spend time with your child and know
him or her well. These might include a minister or teacher at
church, the parents of one of your child’s best friends, a
relative or a schoolteacher. See if they have noticed the same
behaviors and attitudes you have. '

As you try to decide whether to seek professional help, the
simple question, “Would you like to talk with someone about
what's bothering you?” will sometimes tell you all you need to
know. -

Don't feel like a failure if you feel the need to call for help.
As James Dobson says, parenting is not for cowards. It often
takes great courage to confront problems before they get
worse. As you pray, be specific in asking God to help you
know how to make things better for your child.— David
Garrard

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.

Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to

singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell,
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon

Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist

Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat-

thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253

or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. _
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Integrity combats bumper sticker mentality

As I was sitting in traffic, the bumper sticker on
the car in front of me caught my attention. “God, pro-
tectme...,” itbegan. As I eased closer, I discovered the
full message read: “God, protect me ... from your fol-
lowers.”

Ouch! Of course, my first reaction was to dismiss
it as a cynical jab at overzealous televangelists or
end-of-the-world doomsayers. On second
thought, I realized the sticker held more truth
than most of us care to admit. The fact is the
attitudes and actions of many Christians tend
to push people away from Jesus rather than
draw them to Him.

How can we make sure our words and
deeds produce a positive impact for the
cause of Christ among the people we en-
counter each day? The obvious starting point
is to reflect the virtues of faith, hope and love
found in 1 Corinthians 13:13. Allow the
Holy Spirit to blend in such God-honoring

fruit as joy, peace, patience, kindness, good- Trennis Henderson

ness, gentleness and self-control mentioned
in Galatians 5:22-23.

Step by spiritual step, we have the potential to
move far beyond bumper sticker accusations to
achieve an effective Christian witness. Yet even amid
such admirable traits, there remains at least one other
essential ingredient: integrity. In a society obsessed
with a me-first mentality, it is vitally important that
Christians be people of impeccable integrity.

We all are familiar with people who have earned a
lifelong reputation for integrity. Evangelist Billy Gra-
ham immediately comes to mind.

Anecdotes about “Peanuts” creator Charles Schulz

suggest he also lived a life of integrity. From hapless

Charlie Brown to philosophical Linus, his characters
frequently interjected theological musings into their
observations of life. Schulz reportedly took a stand

* for his faith during the 1965 production of “A Charlie

Brown Christmas,” insisting that Linus be allowed to
recite the entire Christmas story from Luke 2. If a

STRAIGHT
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EDITOR

cartoonist can use his professional platform as an
outlet for his faith journey, surely we can do the same
in our day-to-day lives.

Sadly, however, just as we can name fellow Chris-
tians who have set examples of faithful integrity, we
just as easily can list individuals who have forfeited
integrity. Whether it’s Christian politicians who care-
lessly compromise their convictions or
church leaders who fudge on baptism and
attendance figures, integrity is a fragile vir-
tue that can be quickly shattered.

While it’s easy to point out those who
violate their integrity with “big” sins, it’s
important to remember our own integrity is
on trial every day—even in the seemingly
insignificant choices of life. Just ask the guy
with the bumper sticker.

“Judge me, O Lord, for I have walked in
my integrity; and I have trusted in the Lord
without wavering,” King David declared in
Psalm 26:1. Are we willing to say the same
thing to God today? Do we dare invite God
to judge our lives using our personal integrity as the
measuring rod?

In Matthew 5:37, Jesus was emphatic about the
importance of speaking with integrity. “Let your state-
ment be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no,” He instructed. “Any-
thing beyond these is of evil.”

It’s been said that wisdom is knowing the best thing
to do and integrity is actually doing it. In a world filled
with antagonistic bumper stickers and apprehensive
people, it’s imperative that Christians be known as
men and women of unwavering integrity.

How can we accomplish that lofty goal? We must
be willing to set our personal standards higher than
those who will do virtually anything to get ahead. We
must carefully guard our Christian integrity as a cher-
ished possession.

Above all, we must contmually seek God’s help to
mature into people of sincere faith, hope and love—
generously seasoned with steadfast integrity.

Where is Christian music headed?

to praise the Lord with joyful music and

By Lamelle Harris

“Sing for joy to God our strength;
shout aloud to the God of Jacob! Be-
gin the music, strike the tambourine,
play the melodious harp and lyre
Sound the ram’s horn at
the new moon, and when
the moon is full, on the
day of our feast; this is
a decree for Israel, an
ordinance of the God of
Jacob” (Psalms 81:1-4).

Where is Christian
music going? I some-
times consider what my
financial status would be
had I'received a dime for each time I’ve
been asked that question. The question
of Christian music’s journey seems to
be an ongoing query.

As I searched the Word in my own
personal study of this issue, I came upon
Psalms 81. The celebration of the Sab-
bath, new moons and other appointed
feasts were events of grand magnitude

as spelled out in the law of the Lord. -

Theologian Matthew Henry calls on us
to pursue the same emphasis whenever
the people of God come together. “Our
errand is to give unto God the glory due
unto His name, and in all our religious

ol Issues B

FOR THE NEW
MILLENNIUM

assemblies we must mind this as our
business,” Henry wrote. '

Idon’t know if those few verses will
stir your heart as they are stirring mine
at this moment. All up and down my:
arms the hair stands; whatever happens:
physiologically before
tears of excitement and
joy have been activated. I
sit here waiting and ex-
pecting something mar-
velous and wonderful to
start. And it has. It’s wor-

There can be no mis-
take, whatever your per-
sonal musical tastes, of
the intention of the music
in this passage. It is used to bring about
a yearning so deep into the reaches of
one’s own being that the soul comes
nigh to bursting. It’s used to help the
worshipper summon the individual gift
and talent in every muscle and tendon
to exuberant praise. It is to cause the
body to groan and strain until finally, in
pertfect union with the heart, mind and
spirit, the vocal chords become so over-
whelmed that they involuntarily shout
aloud in thanksgiving to the God of
Jacob.

Just think, this is only one passage
of all the many in Scripture that call us

singing in preparation to hear God’s
word. I am thankful that these scriptures
are spread throughout the Bible.

Skillfully played instruments and
songs are used as a few soulful chords
to bring the congregation together. It
would seem that the gatherings of Isra-
el’s children needed then what we need
now: a corporate understanding of the
business at hand; a release from the at-
tentions and distractions of the world;
a way to do together the most difficult
thing that humankind attempts—unob-
structed focus on God the Father and
Provider.

Where is Christian music going? I
have no idea. I don’t know anyone who
does. Yet let us hear music that helps us
respond with awe, devotion and com-
mitment to our Lord. And yes, that will
be different for each of us.

So, I cannot say with any assurance
where Christian music is headed. How-
ever, there are cues in God’s Word that
help me personally understand that as
His music journeys on, there are desti-
nations where it is not likely to arrive.

Larnelle Harris, a
Grammy Award-win-
ning Christian vocal-
ist, is a member of
Maple Grove Baptist
Church in Louisville

WESTERN RECORDER M FEBRUARY 22, 2000




10 leading
causes of
stress

In order:

1 Death of a spouse
2 Divorce

3 Marital separation
4 Jail term

5 Close family member’s
death

6 Personal injury, iliness
7 Marriage

8 Fired from work

9 Marital reconciliation
10 Retirement

Source: Holmes Stress
Scale, developed by
psychiatrist Thomas
Holmes and colleagues
at the University of
Washington

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

CEDARMORE—Dealing with
difficult people can be eased by rec-
ognizing that, at times, everyone irri-
tates someone else, said a
former pastoral counse-
lor and hospital chap-
lain. -

David Stancil,
associate pastor of
St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville, i
saiditis appropnate for prob-
lems to exist in churches. Jesus told
the Pharisees He didn’t come to reach
those who are healthy, Stancil noted.

In a workshop on stress with diffi-
cult people, he said relationships in the
church suffer conflict from such fac-
tors as differing perspectives, motiva-
tions and personal preferences.

“I don’t think anybody gets up in
the morning and says, ‘I’'m going to
be difficult,”” Stancil said. “Every-
thing we do has a purpose. We're try-
ing to accomphsh things that meet our
needs.”

The two fundamental hungers in
each person’s heart are a life that mat-
ters, which gives people a sense of sig-
nificance; and relationships that last,
which provides community, he said.

Whether inconsiderate, abusive, ir-
rational, hostile or adversarial, Stan-
cil said difficult behavior stems from
individuals not understanding how to
achieve what they want.

“For whatever reason, they don’t
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have the tools or understanding to get
where they want to go,” he said. “If
you listen, you can hear them talk
about loneliness, isolation and rejec-
tion. They’re wounded. Out of our
brokenness, we hurt each other.”
It takes effort to break
down the barriers that
isolate difficult peo-
ple, he added. Only
by showing care for
them can one earn
the right to speak
words that may help
them see their shortcomings,
he said.-

Formerly a professor at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, Stancil
recalled a pastoral student who had
few interpersonal skills. He was rude,
wouldn’t listen, constantly interrupt-
ed and failed to pay attention to oth-
ers’ body language.

After one encounter, Stancil wrote a
list of 14 things the man did (or failed
to do) during their conversation. Later,
Stancil took the man aside and ex-
plained the drawbacks of his habits.

Although cautlomng him a couple
more times in the ensuing year, Stan-
cil gradually built up enough credibil-
ity so the student would listen to him.

“Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, ‘True
Christian community is found when
the person you least want to be with
always is around,”” Stancil comment-
ed. “The place to start is with me. It’s
easy to say (someone else) is the prob-
lem, when (that person) is saying that
I’m the problem.”

Healthy stress: Makin

Despite the inevitability of rela- -

tional tensions, he pointed out that
the Bible also criticizes murmuring,
grumbling and secretly complaining
about others. With gentleness and hu-
mility, church members must find
ways to respectfully relate to each oth-
er, he said.

He termed Matthew 18:15-20 “The
Rule of Christ,” saying that if more
people followed this outline for re-
solving disputes the church would be
in much better shape.

“When He said to take two or three
with you (if a one-on-one meeting
fails), it’s a reality check on me,” Stan-
cil said. “It’s to see if I’'m at fault.”

He also outlined a four-step pro-
cess to help build Christian commu-

nity:

Counselor: Everyone is an occasional pain in the neck

good choices

i Pray. Pray to be open to the work
of the Holy Spirit, that God will pro-
vide a heart of compassion and zeal
for the lost, and for a whole-hearted
yielding to the Lord.

0 Guard the tongue. One social or-
ganization has a three-pronged test to
follow before speaking, he said: Is it
true, kind and necessary" “T think Paul
would agree with that.”

0 Achieve a clear splrzt Matthew
5:9 and 23-24 also spell out rules for
reconciling problems with others. Don’t
allow a root of bitterness to grow in your
heart, Stancil advised.

0 Be trustworthy. For church lead-
ers, this includes knowing and follow-
ing both the letter and the spirit of the
church’s bylaws and working to build
trust with the congregation.

Aging members pose hoth challenges
and opportunities for congregatlons

Continued from page 1
senior adult pastor on a staff, there are
48 youth pastors.”

In many cases, Am said, congre-

- gations’ senior members are simply

taken for granted. As a group, seniors
are loyal to institutions, unlikely to
move and generous with their finan-
cial contributions. Their children and
grandchildren, generally, are less loy-
al, more transient and not as econom-
ically supportive of their congrega-
tions, he added.

For those and other reasons, Arn
said, religious communities often can
be heard bemoaning the “aging of the
church” and doing just about anything
to capture elusive Boomers, Busters,
Gen Xers and the teenagers and young
children of Generation Y.

“One of the reasons that there may
be greater attention given to the
younger generations is the likelihood
that without that attention, the young-
er generation will take off,” Am said.

Even so, he insists that congrega-
tions should be more mindful of their
senior members, both in terms of ser-
vices congregations need to provide
as well as services older members
might render.

“If they view seniors as basically
requiring caretaking and attention and

. consumers of the church’s resources,

it’s no wonder that they will do as lit-
tle as possible,” he said. ‘Ageism in
congregations, Arn said, prevents
many churches from realizing the un-
tapped potential of the older members.

Warren Wall, pastor of St. Ignatius

SENIOR AIDS Large-print bulletins and
earphones are the kinds of services
churches can provide to more fully include
the elderly in the worship life of a
congregation. (RNS photo)

Catholic Church in Mobile, said it’s
difficult to get people to shift their at-
tention to the needs of older members.
“They’re sort of the hidden members.”
~ Not until younger members recog-
nize the growth explosion among old-
er adults—and their own nearness to
the “golden years”—will individuals
begin to respond to seniors’ needs,
Wall said. Until then, he said, “It’s-like
they have their heads buried in the
sand.”

Am, a church growth consultant,
said he hopes congregations would be
motivated to respond to the ballooning
senior population for theological rea-
sons rather than demographic ones.

“Ideally, the motivation is a realiza-
tion that God loves seniors as much as
he does Boomers or Busters,” he said.
“If there’s any motivation for saving
souls, there’s a certain degree of urgen-
cy that should be there for older adults.”



NATION

Christian groups declare war on poverty

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—A wide
array of Christian leaders stood in
front of the U.S. Capitol last week to
call on political candidates and the
nation’s religious and secular sectors

to make eradicating poverty a top

agenda item.

Liberal, moderate and conservative
Christians were among those gathered
to urge agreement to a “Covenant to
Overcome Poverty” and call for part-
nerships with political, business, labor
and philanthropic leaders to reduce the
numbers of poor people.

“The persistence of widespread

poverty in our midst is morally unac-

ceptable,” the covenant reads. “Just as
some of our religious forebears decid-
ed to no longer accept slavery or seg-
regation, we decide to no longer ac-
cept poverty and its disproportionate
impact on people of color.”

The covenant was announced at
the conclusion of the annual summit
of Call to Renewal, an alliance of reli-
gious organizations working to over-
come poverty and racism. Religious
leaders who took turns at the micro-
phone on the east steps of the Capitol
expressed their simultaneous concern
for the poor and the hope their unity

would help those most in need.

“In a time of record prosperity, the
poor are being left behind but the
churches are being drawn together,”
said Jim Wallis, who convened Call
to Renewal. “I believe we are on the
verge, on the edge of a movement for
economic justice led in large part by
people of faith.”

Wallis was joined by other speak-
ers who represented the breadth of
Christianity, including officials of the
National Association of Evangelicals,
the National Council of Churches and
the U.S. Catholic Conference as well
as faith-based organizations that have
long worked with the poor.

“For evangelicals, there is no way
that we can say we are committed to
the authoritative word of God ... un-
less we are committed, I believe, to
the cause of the poor,” said Rich Ciz-
ik, vice president for governmental
affairs of the National Association of
Evangelicals. “I believe by the group
standing here that the cold war among
religious groups over the poor is
over.”

Mark Publow, vice president of
domestic programs for the evangeli-
cal Christian relief organization World
Vision, said he hoped the covenant
would become a “mandate for person-
al involvement” by more American

again."

To share your story, contact:

KENTUCKY-BAPTIST CONVENTION

P> Brenda Smith
Communications/Media Department
10701 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40243
(888) 254-5713 or (502) 254-4731
brenda_smith@kybaptist.org

0PERA TION COOPERATION

What can wash away my sin? -
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS!

What can make me whole again?
NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS!

All of us must rely on the blood of Jesus to restore us.
spiritually. Sometimes, we must rely on the blood of
others to restore us physically.

If you or someone you love has ever been broken by
trauma or an illness that requires surgery, you know
first-hand the importance of our blood supply. Ample
blood supply means a chance to be "maoe whole
again" for thousands of Kentuckians each year. If you
or someone you love is healthy today because some-
one donated blooa, We Need to Hear Your Story!

Your story will be used to encourage Kentucky Baptists
lo participate in Operation Cooperation, a state-wide
blood drive planned for September as part of the
Cooperative Program 75th anniversary celebration.
Through Operation Cooperation, Kentucky Baptists will
be encouraged to follow the example of Christ by
donat/ng blood so that others might be “made whole

churches in helping the poor.
Wallace Charles Smith, a Wash-

ington pastor and representative of the

predominantly black Progressive Na-

" tional Baptist Convention, said “our

voices will not remain silent” about
those who are oppressed.

But even as they heralded their uni-
ty on the problem, the leaders said the
religious community cannot be the
sole entity addressing the ills of pov-
erty. David Beckmann, president of
Bread for the World, said the govern-
ment must approve a “package of pol-
icies that makes it possible for every
family in this country to have a liv-
able income.”

The covenant, initially affirmed by
57 individual leaders, calls for congre-
gations and other organizations to
place the needs of the poor as a high
priority as they allocate their time and
IEesources, promote economic oppor-
tunities and evaluate political candi-
dates. It also calls for dismantling rac-
ist structures and organizing inter-
racial and interdenominational efforts

‘to overcome poverty.

The larger 10-year campaign to
implement the covenant seeks new
partnerships among governmental,
business, labor, philanthropic and
nonprofit sectors to achieve such goals
as quality health care that is afford-
able, good education for all children,
affordable and safe housing and a de-
cent family income.

“Our principle is that people who
work full time should not be poor,”
the group said in a statement.

Catholics, Baptists still largest in U.S.

NEW YORK (RNS)—The Roman
Catholic Church, Southern Baptist Con-
vention and United Methodist Church
remain the nation’s largest church bod-
ies, reports the new edition of the Year-
book of American and Canadian
Churches.

The volume, prepared annually by
the National Council of Churches, re-
ports on North American denomina-
tional and ecumenical bodies.

. Eileen Lindner, editor of the year-
book, said there is “a more nuanced
interpretation” of the various factors
effecting changes in liberal and conser-
vative church growth statistics.

“For the first time, the Southern
Baptist Convention reports a loss rath-
er than a gain in membership,” she said.
“The percentage of membership loss for

the convention is virtually identical to -
that of the Presbyterian Church (USA),
raising increasing doubts about the ad-
equacy of a conservative church growth
as opposed to a progressive church
decline scenario.

“On the other hand, a solid and con-
sistent growth pattern continues to be
reported by the Assemblies of God, a
Pentecostal denomination often identi-
fied as a growing conservative com-
munion.”

The membership totals for the top
three denominations are:

B Roman Catholic Church, 62
million.

B Southemn Baptist Convention, 15.7 |
million.

I United Methodist Church, 8.4
million.

LocATION, LOCATION, LocATION

5017 BARDSTOWN ROAD

Attrative 18,000 Sq. Ft. building. Great for growing congregations or a
satellite church. Equipped for daycare use. Currently being used for
church/daycare/school facility. Sanctuary seats approximately 300. Cur-
rently zoned R4. Possibly could be used for commercial purposes. Don’t
pass up this rare find. Call Kim Roper for more info and appointment today.

Kim Roper, Realtor
(502) 495-7380 (voice mail)

(502) 893-8700 (| offlce)

Century21 Joe Guy Hagan
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By Todd Starnes

have advised two Southern Baptist
churches to increase security after they
were vandalized by homosexual activ-
ists who also threatened to disrupt wor-
ship services, according to the pastor of
one of the targeted churches.

A group calling itself the “Coalition
to Convert Baptists” claimed responsi-
bility for the vandalism at Seminole
Heights Baptist Church and Idlewild
Baptist Church.

The vandals used pink spray paint
to mark the buildings with slogans and
triangles. The same group also claimed
to have planted a bomb in the Seminole
Heights building on Sunday, Feb. 13.

“It could have been very bad,” said
Greg Floyd, Seminole Heights’ pastor.
“The police came and did a sweep of
the building. Fortunately, they didn’t
find anything and we were able to have
morning worship services.”

Floyd said he has had several anon-
ymous calls from homosexuals threat-
ening to disrupt the church’s worship
services, and those calls have prompt-
ed the Tampa police department to cau-
tion the congregations.

would define marrrage has gamed some unexpected support
from a group of homosexual men and women. -
 “Gays for 22" announced their support of Proposrtron 22
the initiative to define valid marriages in Cairfornra as bemg
between a man and a woman,
~ Tom Beddingfield, a homosexual polrtrcal consultant and
“Gays for 22” coalition chairman, said the issue is about
states’ rights. .
~ “It's not an anti-gay rnrtratrve - Beddlngfreld told the San
Jose Mercury News. “California needs to be protected from
other state judges redefining our law forus.” .
Proposrtron 22, if passed, would block the state from
- recognizing gay marriages performed in states that have
legalized same-sex marriages.
No state permits same-sex unions, but the Vermont _
; Iegrslature s consrderrng it after its state supreme court ruled .
- that same-sex couples are entrtled to the same beneflts as
- marrred people. . .

our security. Tonight we’ve got a man
coming to train our ushers on how to
react if something happens during the
service,” Floyd said. “I guess you could
say that we’ve become a focal pointin

NATIONAL NOTES

TAMPA, Fla. (BP)—Tampa police -

“The police have asked us to step up .
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this issue.”

The “issue” surrounds a Feb. 26 con-
ference scheduled at neighboring Bell
Shoals Baptist Church and sponsored
by Focus on the Family. The conference
focuses on homosexual issues facing
youth and arecent advertising campaign
featured the slogan, “Tired of being
gay?” The graffiti that appeared at the
two churches featured a similar slogan,
“Are you tired of being Baptist?”’

Police are still séarching for suspects
in the incidents.

Ironically, neither Seminole Heights -

nor Idlewild is the site of the conference.
“We certainly support the conference,

.but we really don’t have anything to do

with the hosting of it,” Floyd said. Bell

Gay-rights activists vandalize churches

Shoals was not targeted.

Floyd said he believes that his
church was targeted because of its visi-
ble location downtown. “You can see
the graffiti from the interstate,” he said.
“One caller said that we were chosen
because we have recently revamped our
church.”

Despite the vandalism, which was
removed by church members, Floyd
said he was proud of how his congre-
gation responded. “Our people are try-
ing to take the high road. We want to
help homosexuals, and that is the mes-
sage that came out in the local media,”
he said. “That’s just part of what hap-
pens when you start reaching out to peo-
ple.”

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

vailahle in 20’ to 37’ mdels

We specialize

Carpenter Bus Sales, Inc.
328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027

(12 to 47 passengers, New & Used)
in church buses

Call Today!
(800) 370-6180

| ¢ LifeWay Discount

¢ 15-passenger Vans

¢ We buy used buses
~www.carpenterbus.com

- Since 1953

The Boyce College offers .
the B.A., B.S. and A.A. degrees

> to God-called men and women

1 800 728-7044 + Visit

with these distinctives:

e Confessional. Committed to historic
Baptist convictions

» Focused. Provides classical biblical
and theological studies

¢ Relevant. Addresses worldview
issues of the 21st century

e Practical. Dedicated to local church
ministry, evangelism, and biblical
preaching and teaching

James P. Boyce College of the Bible

a school of The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road +

Louisville, Kentucky 40280
us on the web: www.sbts.edu
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Endorsement could cost
church tax-exempt status

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Amer-
icans United for Separation of
Church and State has asked the In-
ternal Revenue Service to investi-
gate whether a prominent New York
City church violated tax law by sup-
porting Democratic candidate Al
Gore for president.

Floyd Flake, pastor of Allen
African Methodist Episcopal
Church in Jamaica, in the borough
of Queens, welcomed the vice pres-
ident at a worship service at his

church on Feb. 13.
- “I don’t do endorsements from
across the pulpit because I never know

who’s out there watching the types of .

laws that govern separation of church
and state,” Flake, a former Democrat-
ic congressman, said according to
news reports. “But I will say to you
this morning and you read it well: This
should be the next president of the
United States.”

Barry Lynn, executive director of
Washington-based Americans United,
wrote to the IRS about what he called
“improper partisan political activity”
at Flake’s church. .

“This statement indicates that
Flake is aware of the provisions in the

Internal Revenue Code that bar hous-
es of worship from endorsing or op-
posing candidates for public office but
chose to ignore them,” Lynn wrote.
“Such a flagrant violation of the law
cannot be ignored.”

Lynn cited a portion of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code that bars churches
and other nonprofit organizations
from intervening in political cam-
paigns for or against candidates.

“I urge you to conduct an investi-
gation into the actions of Rev. Flake
at Allen African Methodist Episcopal
Church and take whatever steps you
deem appropriate to make certain that
this church obeys the law,” Lynn
wrote.

Flake could not immediately be
reached for comment.

In 1995, the IRS revoked the tax :

exemption of the Church at Pierce
Creek, a Vestal, N.Y., congregation
that paid for full-page newspaper ads

. in the fall of 1992 declaring that vot-

ing for Bill Clinton was a sin.

Americans United had filed a for-
mal complaint with the IRS about the
church’s activities. The church later
sued unsuccessfully in federal court to
regain its tax exemption.

. conservatwe activist. ~

~ Dan Little, pastor of Landmark Church n :
~ Binghamton, N.Y., also wrote that Terry is gunlty .
~of conduct “far short of Christian :

andards of behavior.”
Little’s letter was posted on the

~ Web site for Operation Save America
i_(formerly known as Operation ‘

Rescue). Terry was an elder of

~ Landmark Church for 12 years.

- “Many of his longtime friends ...

1 fare.s _cked and bewildered that a

, Tern'/ ha
 are separating, but dismissed Little’s claims as
“absolute nonsense, insanity,” according to The

érryengaged ha

inful relationships and

marned

his wife, Clndy, .'

Washington Post. “Let me just say this:
My marriage problems are personal,
painful and private,” he said.

A letter written in Terry's defense

_ and signed by four pastors read, “The

truth is this: Mr. Terry has asserted he
has only had sex with his wife.” But
Little said the assertion is similar to
President Clinton’s denial of his-affair
with White House. mtern Momca '
Lewinsky. .
Little also crmcnzed Teny S voca! .
: c} partner plan,

Dr. Tony Evans is senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible
Fellowship in Dallas, Texas and one of the nation’s
leading speakers on the topic of racial reconcilia- &
tion. His radio broadcast, “The Urban Alternative
with Dr. Tony Evans” can be heard over 250 sta-
tions daily throughout the U.S. and in more than 40
countries worldwide. ‘

7pm

B Former U of L Basketball Standout Bryan Kaiser
i Dynamic Youth Speaker Andre Barnes
Special Mass Choir

This event sponsored by the Greater Louisvi"e Tony Evans Crusade. Find out more about this
“upcoming event by dialing 502-635-1004 or check out the Crusade website at:

www.tecrusade.org

What does it take to break down batrriers betWeen people?
Come hear Christ's message of hope and reconciliation...

Dr. Tony Evans
Thursday, March 9, 2000

Canaan Baptist Church
2840 Hikes Lane Louisville

“| encourage you to be a
part of the upcoming
Greater
Louisville
Tony Evans
Crusade and
to attend this
special pre-
crusade
rally! | believe this a
unigque opportunity to
come together as
Christians across
denominational and
racial lines to share
Christ’s love with a
community that desper-
ately needs Him!”

Dr. Bill Mackey

Executive Director
Kentucky Baptist Convention

N1 1 5 il

=95 . Tony Evans

Greater Louisville

Cruasde
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How to pray
for the Druze

W Most Druze have not
heard the gospel, but
recently this has begun
to change. Pray that the
Druze not only will hear,
but understand and
respond positively to the
call of Christ in their
lives.

M The Druze are not

taught their religion’s

deeper concepts until
well past their youth.
Pray that Druze youth
will find Christ to fill the
void in their lives.

M The largest population
of Druze may be in
Lebanon. Pray for the
two church plants
among the Druze of
Lebanon. Pray for the
believing witnesses
there. Pray that the
Druze of Syria will hear
the good news of Jesus
Christ. Pray for the
scattered Christian
Druze. Pray that the first
Druze church in Syria
will be started.

M The Druze of Israel
are a recognized ethnic
minority of 100,000
individuals. Pray they
will tune into gospel
television and radio
broadcasts in their
Arabic language so that
they will begin to
understand the good
news of Jesus Christ.

M The Druze of Israel
are a privileged minority
because, unlike other
minorities, their young
men serve in the army
on the same basis as
Jewish young men. In
the army they are
exposed to a much
wider world beyond their
villages. Pray this will
make them more open
to hear the gospel of
Christ.

B Pray that God will
raise up teams from the
United States to
distribute the “Jesus”
film throughout the
Middle East during the
year 2000.

Druze live in land of Jesus

but don’t know His gospel

By Eileen Carroll X
SBC International Mission Board

GOLAN HEIGHTS (BP)—Drive
northeast from Nazareth into the Golan
Heights, and soon you will see villages
perched on the steep hillsides. This is
Druze territory.

The Druze are one of the major peo-
ple groups unreached by the gospel in
the Middle East. Their villages are not
so different from others scattered across
the Galilee.

There are about 1 million Druze in
the Middle East. Some live in Israel,
others in Syria, Lebanon and Jordan.
They are most common in southern
Syria, where they make up 88 percent
of the population in an area known as
the Jabal Druze.

It is estimated there are no more than
100 Christian believers among them.
Two small churches were organized
among them in Lebanon in 1998.

‘While the Druze speak Arabic—like
most other non-Jewish people in the
Golan Heights—they are not Muslims.
Instead, they have developed a unique,
secretive religion that combines ele-
ments of Islam and Christianity with
Eastern concepts, such as reincarnation.

The Druze believe God revealed
Himself to a Muslim leader named Al-
Hakim who lived in Cairo, Egypt, about
A.D. 1000. Al-Hakim considered him-
self divine and claimed he could speak
for God. After he died in 1021, a Per-
sian theologian named Hamza helped

spread his teachings; 111 mystical mes-
sages were gathered into six books the
Druze regard as sacred.

Those teachings are so secret that
only about 20 percent of the Druze over
age 40 are initiated into the inner circle
of those who know the religion’s con-
tent. They do not share their beliefs with
outsiders; they say the only way to be-
come a Druze is to be born one.

They also cling tenaciously to their
identity as a people group; a Druze is

‘allowed only to marry another Druze.

Although most do not know their reli-
gion’s secret teachings, they are taught
to be helpful to others in their group.

The Druze believe there is but one
god. They believe there have been 10
men like Al-Hakim who, over time,
have represented this deity. That num-
ber does not include Jesus Christ.

Jesus is seen as a prophet on a level
with Muhammad and other religious
leaders, not as a divine revelation. The
Druze respect the Bible as'a “lesser rev-
elation,” saying it is less important than
their own revelations.

Southern Baptists and other “Great
Commission Christians’ have launched
a long-term effort to share the gospel
with the Druze. Christian workers co-
operate to distribute copies of the Bi-
ble, the “Jesus” film and other Chris-
tian literature.

Although the Druze are known to be
fierce fighters, visitors to the region
have found them to be hospitable and
open to discussing spiritual matters.

Be our prayer partner

Our column this week is by Ron
Tipton, our director at Jonathan
Creek. Ron joined our team last
November and came to us from
LifeWay Christian Resources in
Nashville. Ron and his associate,
Jason Ellerbrook, provide the lead-
ership at Jonathan Creek.

Driving home the other day,
God impressed on me the need for
us to pray for the upcom-
ing summer at Jonathan
Creek and Cedarmore. It
continues to be so evident
that God has His hand in
all that is taking place
leading up to this sum-
mer, but we cannot trust
in our own strength to
accomplish the task be-
fore us.

I would like to invite
you to be a prayer part-
ner in the ministry that

KENTUCKY of the
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Eliison

Woman’s Missionary Union,
Brotherhood and SonTeams.

B Safety during all the recreation,
and for the application of the recre-
ational events to the spiritual life of
each participant. i

0 Safety for the SonTeams as
they travel and minister throughout
the state.

0 The spiritual growth and phys-
ical energy and stamina
Cedarmore,

Jonathan Creek, Cross-
ings and SonTeam staffs.
If you would like to
come to one of our camps
and pray over the facili-
ties in preparation for the
summer, please come!
Just let us know when
. you are going to be here.
I would like to see each
bed, chair and area of
camp prayed for before
the start of the summer.

will happen this summer.
If you will add us to your .weekly
prayer list, here are specifics to
guide your prayers: L
§ The 1,500-1,700 youth and
adults who will attend Crossings
who will each have spiritual needs.
Pray that they will come to camp
open to hearing and responding to
the message of Christ, whether that
" is salvation or a call to a deeper
commitment and walk with Christ.
§ The multitude of girls, boys
and youth who will be ministered
to at Cedarmore by the Kentucky

Lastly, if you would like an up-
date of the life changes taking place
at camp or further prayer requests,
please send an e-mail to info
@jonathancreek.org.

Thank you again for your sup-
port in the kingdom’s work of
changing lives!

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911

Power in
‘the Pulpit

March 27, 2000

A one-day preaching

seminar with
Dr. Jerry Vines
and the
preaching faculty of

Southern Seminary:

Hehael W.
York

Mark A.
Howell

Timoy K.
Beougher

R. Albert
Mohler

call 1 800 626-5525 exi. 4890

for more information!

Reservation deadline is March 1,2000.

aniel L.

Akin

[} The Southern Baptist
M | Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road * Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 626 5525 - Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu
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Potato prolecthelpmg Baptlsts share gospel in Bulgaria

By Mike Creswell
SBC International Mission Board

GULYANTSI, Bulgaria (BP)—As
a bleak winter chills this once-commu-
nist country, many Bulgarians have
food on their tables because of Baptists.

A $65,000 grant from Southern Bap-
tists, combined with aid from Europe-
an Baptists and other Christian groups,
helped produce more than 120 tons of
potatoes that have been distributed
throughout Bulgaria.

A key factor in the effort, though,
was hard work by Bulgarian Baptists,
who helped plant, care for and harvest
more than 40 acres of potato-bearing
land near the Danube River outside
Gulyantsi, a town in northern Bulgaria.

Southern Baptist missionaries and
their Bulgarian Baptist co-workers said
they are praying that the gesture of shar-
ing food will help weary Bulgarians find
hope in Jesus Christ.

Bulgaria overthrew its communist
government as other Eastern European
nations did in the late 1980s. But suc-
cessive governments failed to refashion
the country’s economy. Old-style farm
cooperatives have not been replaced by
modern farms. Three-fourths of Bulgar-
ia’s 8.2 million people live in poverty.

Many of Bulgaria’s older people
have especially suffered in recent years.
Most of them receive pensions amount-
ing to less than $30 a month, not enough
to live on. Young people have trouble
finding jobs, even with university de-
grees in hand.

So thousands of Bulgarians wel-
comed the potatoes, which were sold for

POTATO PROJECT Bulgarian Baptist Stefan Neikov (left) and Southern Baptist missionary
Paul Ridgway inspect seed potatoes from a project that produced more than 120 tons of
potatoes to help hungry Bulgarians survive the winter. With the country’s economy in
disarray and old-style farming cooperatives not producing enough food to take care of
the population, thousands of Bulgarians welcomed the potatoes, which were produced
in part from Southern Baptist hunger relief funds combined with aid from European
Baptists and other Christian groups. Southern Baptist missionaries and their Bulgarian
Baptist coworkers are praying that the gesture of sharing food will help weary Bulgarians
find hope in Jesus Christ. (BP photo by Grace Robinette)

the equivalent of about five cents a
pound. Bulgarian Baptist churches dis-
tributed most of the potatoes; others
went to hospitals and orphanages.
Southern Baptist missionary Paul
Ridgway requested the grant money
from the International Mission Board’s
hunger relief funds, given by Southern
Baptists throughout the United States to
fight hunger and meet human needs
around the world. Paul and his wife,
Judy, maintain a busy schedule of mu-

sic teaching and performing. -

But Ridgway credits Bulgarian Bap-
tist Stefan Neikov for the potato project.
Neikov is a retired Bulgarian army colo-
nel who once taught at the military
academy at Pleven.

Neikov secured unused public farm
land owned by the town of Gulyantsi
and began rallying support for a potato
project that would help feed the hungry.
German Baptists gave two tractors; oth-
er funds came from a Dutch Reformed

Church helping agency and United
Methodists.

On a recent winter day, Neikov and
Gulyantsi’s deputy mayor stood with
Ridgway, braving a cutting wind as they
watched a tractor preparing fields for
use again next year.

The men are dreaming of semng up
a Christian cooperative to grow grain
and other crops as a way to make area
people self-sufficient.

“The idea is to both provide food for
people, plus jobs. Much of the land is
unused, abandoned,” Neikov said. “We
want everyone to benefit. At the mo-
ment, agriculture in all Bulgaria is a
total loss.”

A trim man, Neikov still has a mili-
tary bearing. He is planning this attack
on hunger and poverty the way he once
planned engineering for military cam-
paigns. “God glves us things to do, but
we have to work,” he said with a smile.

Amid his new agricultural projects,
Neikov lets a Baptist church meet in his
home. The church was organized de-
cades ago but members dwindled away.
Now, with Neikov’s backing and with
Alexander “Sasho” Grosev as pastor,
the congregation has grown too large for
the Neikov house.

Baptists here say the long-term strat-
egy is not just helping people physical-
ly, but using the recognition gained
through the projects as a springboard for
evangelism and church planting.

Last fall, Texas . _fftists sent more
than four dozen trained professionals to
hold medical, dental and eye clinics in
and around Gulyantsi, part of the larger
strategy.

By Robert Dunston

Each year at our Founder’s Day
convocation, Cumberland College
presents the Sullivan Awards to a
man and woman of that year’s grad-
uating class. The awards recognize
students who have made a signifi-
cant and lasting impact at Cumber-
land College through their daily
demonstration of spiritu-
al values.

Kelly Jo Hughes, the
daughter of Robert and
Patty Hughes of Glas-

Student spiritual leaders recognized

CUMBERLAND

COLLEGE

and Martha Dautel of Knoxville,
Tenn., received the Algemon Sydney
Sullivan Award. Dautel is a business
administration major with an empha-
sis in management and finance. He
has been involved in Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and in honor soci-
eties, including the National Fresh-
man Honor Society and the National
Math Honor Society.

Dautel played soccer
all four years at Cumber-
land, receiving the Most
Valuable Player Award

gow, received the Mary
Mildred Sullivan Award
for 2000. Hughes is ma-
joring in elementary ed-
ucation with an emphasis
in English. She has min-
istered in Fellowship of

for the past three years.
This year he was captain
of the team. During this
past summer he worked as
an intern for the Rollins
Corporation in Atlanta. In
addition to performing his
duties in an excellent man-

Christian Athletes as an
officer and participant and has
served faithfully in our freshmen
orientation program.

Hughes led several Bible study
groups, including a group for Cum-
berland’s women’s soccer team, of
which she is a member, and she has
been named an Academic All-Con-
ference Athlete. During her sum-
mers, she has engaged in Christian
ministry, most recently serving as a
coach in the Crosspoint program.
Her constant, loving witness for
Christ has touched the lives of
many.

Tommy Dautel, son of Richard

ner, he created a caring
community among the Cumberland
students working in Atlanta for the
summer. He has demonstrated the
highest Christian values in every fac-
et of life.

‘We congratulate both students for
their outstanding spiritual leadership
on Cumberland’s campus. God al-
ready has used them in a great way,
and we know God will continue to
bless the lives of others through them.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Play for the children

Even though snow has been in
recent forecasts and that pesky
groundhog in Pennsylvania saw his
shadow, golf is on my mind.

I was blessed a few weeks ago
to go golfing in Myrtle Beach, S.C,,
with some friends. I'm finding out
more and more what a companion-
able sport golf is. It is also a real
test of friendship. You don’t let just
anybody watch you flail
around for 18 holes.

This year marks our
second “Play for the
Children” golf tourna-
ment to support Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for
Children. I really had a
wonderful time last year
playing in the regional
events and getting to
know new and old
friends of this ministry.

There were some very
hot days last summer

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

Bill Smithwick

al events scattered all over the com-
monwealth, so there will be one
close to just about everyone. The
first event is May 13 in Lexington.
For a complete list of regional tour-
naments, call (800) 456-1386.

I encourage you to recruit a team
from work, church or among your
family. Think about someone you
know who hasn’t had much contact
with KBHC and see if
you can get them excited
about this ministry. We
are mailing information
to all the churches, but
we would appreciate you
being a KBHC ambassa-
dor in your church to
make sure that your pas-
tor is aware of the events.
If your pastor is a golfer,
consider making a gift of
the sponsorship fee and
ask him to be on your
team.

when golf felt like work
and it makes me all the more grate-
ful to those who participated.

Many of last year’s golfers com-
mented that they hadn’t known too
much about KBHC prior to “Play
for the Children.” At every hole
were signs with facts about Ken-
tucky Baptists” ministry to kids and
families. “I didn’t know we were
doing all that!” was heard more than
once. _

I hope you will consider joining
us this year. There are seven region-

We want everyone
who participates to have fun, but we
don’t want you to forget that your
fun is a gift. The money from this
year’s events will provide care and
hope to hurting kids and families
across the commonwealth. I hope
you will be a part of it!

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: htitp://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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. WORLD VIEW

B A controversial
human rights group

'says it has bought the

freedom of 5,514 slaves
in Sudan during a secret
mission. Christian
Solidarity International
said its redemption
program in December
brought the total number
of slaves freed through
its work to 20,961. The
organization claims
more than 100,000 -
people, mostly
Christians and animists
from southern Sudan,
continue to be enslaved
by the more Muslim
portion of northern
Sudan. But Christian
Solidarity has been
criticized for allegedly
fueling the slave trade.
Critics claim that buying
the freedom of slaves
encourages more
trafficking.

B More than 160
Pentecostal clergy
traveled to Rome this
month to learn more
about their historical
roots. Delano Ellis of
Cleveland, president of
the Joint College of
African-American
Bishops and presiding
bishop of the United
Pentecostal Churches of
Christ, said he believed
this was the largest
group of Pentecostal
clergy to make a
pilgrimage to the city.
Ellis said his church
traces its history from
the Roman Catholic
Church to the Anglican
and Methodist churches.
“We are one family. We
have one blood, the
blood of Christ.”

B The number of
Lutherans around the
world climbed by 1.6
million between 1998
and 1999, boosting the
denomination’s
worldwide membership
from 61.5 million to 63.1
million. Membership in
the Lutheran World
Federation rose as well,
jumping 1.6 million to
59.4 million. The
number of churches
within the federation also
grew, from 124 to 128.
Africa still boasts the
largest number of

| federation churches, but

Asia witnessed the
largest growth in new
membership.
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TELEVISION

“We’re not trying
to change the way
people feel about

Christian
television, but
we’re trying to

change the way-

Christian
television feels
about people.”

Total Living Network
President Jerry Rose

Religious TV missing the mark, according to study

By Ted Parks
Religion News Service

ANAHEIM, Calif. (RNS)—In a
study commissioned by a Christian
broadcasting network, a third of the
viewers polled who consider them-
selves evangelical Christians said they
don’t like religious television.

The figure jumps to 60 percent for
people who say they are religious but
not evangelical.

The results led the Total Living
Network, which commissioned the
study, to conclude that “religious tele-
vision is not currently meeting the
needs of viewers.” TLN released a
summary of its study during the an-
nual convention of the National Reli-
gious Broadcasters earlier this month.

The 24-hour Chicago cable net-
work has been analyzing the data for
more than a year as part of an effort to
understand its viewers, said Christine
Moore, TLN’s publicist.

The survey also looked beyond re-
ligious programming to television in
general.

Among the additional ﬁndmgs are
that 73 percent of adults believe “a lot
of TV is often violent, sexually explic-
it and even shocking,” the summary
indicated.

For 54 percent, “today’s TV has
very little redeeming value.”

The resultisl don’t surprise some
media experts¥

“They’re very consistent with ev-
erything I’ve read and studied,” said
Ken Waters, who teaches media eth-

ics at Pepperdine University in Mali-

bu, Calif.

“It’s preaching to the choir,” Wa-
ters said of current Christian television
programming. “There’s not enough
variety. ... How many preachers can
you watch in a 24-hour period?”

For TLN President Jerry Rose, the
study showed a mismatch between
what many Americans want from re-
ligious programming and what it de-
livers.

“There was a disconnect between
their feeling and need,” Rose said,
“and what they saw on Christian tele-
vision.”

TLN commissioned the study so it
could be “intentional ... in designing
the format rather than letting the for-
mat just happen,” he said.

A television veteran who is also an
ordained Assemblies of God minister,
Rose said a lot of people in Christian
television come to the medium from
a background in ministry. Because
“their passion is to build a church,”
he said, “television becomes a con-
duit” for their ministry goals.

By showing more awareness of the
unique character of the medium, Rose
said he wants to transform Christian
television. He hopes to foster joint
ventures among religious broadcast-
ers and producers and plans to exper-
iment with new formats.

Referring to recent mergers by me-
dia giants like AOL and Time Warn-
er, Rose said secular companies real-
ize they “have to form strategic, syn-
ergistic alliances.” He suggests the

same for Christian broadcasters, who
he said perennially lack funds to com-
pete with the slick production values
of their nonreligious counterparts.

Rose said he is planning a pro-
gramming format that will combine
short dramatic episodes with inter-
views and other segments to gently
connect with viewers’ needs.

Instead of being preached answers
to questions they may not even have,
viewers would see the positive results

of faith and get a sense of hope for
their lives, he said.

“The idea is not to be so declara-
tive,” said Rose, who served as NRB
president from 1988 to 1990.

Calling for new concepts from re-
ligious broadcasters, Rose said,
“We’re not trying to change the way
people feel about Christian television,
but we’re trying to change the way
Christian television feels about peo-
ple.”

Exciting Career in Christian Retail Management

Excellent salary and benefits package available. Relocation
will be required to one of more than 80 book stores.
Qualifications include: four-year college degree or comparable
business management experience, outstanding leadership,
computer skills, strong vision for the future and active role in
a Southern Baptist church. Send resumé to:

Manager Training Search
127 9th Avenue, North, MSN 121
Nashville, TN 37234-0121

Fax: (615) 251-5017
E-mail: HRDept@lifeway.com

Baptist Book Stores
LifeWay Christian Stores

Owned and operated by LifeWay Christian Resources
of the Southern Baptist Convention

Beta Club making an impact

By Denise Spencer
Oneida Publications Director

Our high school Beta Club is busy with Gov-
ernor’s Cup competition, sponsored by the Ken-
tucky Association for Academic Competition.

Thirteen of our students competed at the dis-
trict level earlier this month. Joy Beth Woods
earned first place in composition, while Will
Bowling took second place in composition.
Amanda Travis earned third place in
general knowledge.

In December, the club competed at
the state Beta Club convention. Our stu-
dents tested in language, math, science
and history. Some did arts and crafts
projects.

But perhaps the Beta Club’s highest
accomplishment so far this school year
was its performance at the Kentucky
Youth Assembly. Oneida’s club sent 14
members to KYA in November.

At KYA, students debate and vote
on bills in the Kentucky mock govern-
ment. Students serve as senators, repre-
sentatives, authors, press corps agents,
lobbyists or supreme court justices. Any bill that
passes in this youth legislature is given to the KYA
governor. Once he or she signs the bill, it can be
sponsored by a Kentucky state representative or
senator and perhaps become an actual law.

Our students took two bills, one of which
passed. The approved bill recommended replac-
ing school suspension with community service. It
was authored by seniors Shawna Jewell and Kris-
topher Ximenes.

Oneida Baptist Institute’s Beta Club sponsor,

Dan Stockton, required each student to speak pub-
licly about a bill at least once during the weekend.

W.F. Underwod

Ximenes was one of only 10 students out of 1,400
participants to receive the Best Delegate Award for
Speaking.

Stockton explained that speakers are judged by
how well a bill is presented, including the “clarity,
conciseness and the concepts” expressed by the
young person. Stockton said Ximenes’s win “makes
a big statement about how we work with kids and
the potential our kids have.” He added that
Ximenes’s strengths were his use of parliamentary
procedure and his knowledge of public
speaking.

Kentucky Youth Assembly is spon-
sored by the YMCA. The weekend is a
wonderful experience for high school stu-
dents from across the commonwealth.
Stockton said, “It’s a training ground for
congressmen and lawyers. It exposes
them to the actual judicial process in Ken-
tucky. There’s no better way to show stu-
dents how our government works than to
put them in the center of it.”

Even if Beta Club students don’t be-
come lawyers or government officials,
Kentucky Youth Assembly experience
can influence them professionally. Stock-
ton said he’s seen it lead to public speaking, involve-
ment in the military and jobs working for candidates
running for office.

Stockton enJoys taking Onelda students to KYA,
where they mix and mingle with 1,400 of Ken-
tucky’s brightest young people. “It makes a big im-
pact on them,” he said. “The biggest thing they gain
is realizing they have a voice, not just in the com-
munity but in our state; a voice where they can be
heard.”

W.FE. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

“All through seminary I prayed
that God would send me to an asso-
ciate position to do education, evan-
gelism and missions. My adviser
didn’t give me much encourage-
ment,” 1993 Clear Creek graduate
Bob Dillman said. .

“I went for an interview as min-
ister of education with Southern
Hills Baptist Church in Sioux City,
Iowa,” he recalled. “I
asked if the church was
mission-minded. The
pastor said, ‘We didn’t
want to scare you, but the
position also includes as-
sisting with our mission
churches.’ I cried! The
position was exactly-the
desire of my heart.”

Bob, Linda and their
four children moved to"
Sioux City in June 1999.
Pastor Leo Endel has led
the church for 10 years
and has seen attendance
increase from 40 to 400 in two
morning services. Dillman works
with Sunday school, using the
GROW program for outreach. Up-
ward Basketball reaches 150 kids,
triple the number involved last year.
Each team has seven kids, and the
program includes Scripture memo-
rization, half-time devotions and an
outreach to families.

The Baptist Convention of Iowa
has seven associations, and North-
west Association includes 13 coun-

Fulfilling the heart’s desire through missions

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

ties. With a population of 85,000,
Sioux City is located beside the
Missouri River with Nebraska and
South Dakota cities across the riv-
er. The city is the home of Gateway
Computers and a meat packing cen-
ter, slaughtering 15,000 hogs a day.

The church sponsors two mis-
sions, Kingsley and Sioux Center,
and plans to start another church. A
Mississippi church gave
$38,000 to purchase
three acres for the Kings-
ley site and the state con-
vention provides a 16-
foot by 80-foot mobile
chapel as the first meet-
ing place. The Dillmans
conducted a vacation Bi-
ble school in the commu-
nity last summer.

“God is so good! He
knows what we can do
and what we would like
to do. I wanted an asso-
ciate pastor position, and
being involved in mission points is
icing on the cake,” Dillman said.

As Southern Baptists observe a
national emphasis on home mis-
sions, I ask you to join me in prayer
for Bob and Linda Dillman and the
growing work in Iowa.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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Let Prayer Change Your Life. Becky
Tirabassi. Thomas Nelson Publishers,
re-released 2000. 170 pages. $10.99.
®e® (outoffive)

Without knowing her personally,
one comes away from reading this book
with a picture of Becky Tirabassi as an
action-oriented, highly organized, high-
octane Christian. She advocates a pat-
tern of daily praying that is in constant
motion and full of expecta-
tions for power and results.

Part testimony and part
instruction, this book grew
out of Tirabassi’s experience
‘as a youth worker on the
edge of spiritual burnout. As
time went on, she found her
constant activity moved her
away from her commitment
to personal spiritual develop-
ment, with the result that her

en among us. Jim Holladay

Christian Chaos: Revolutionizing the
Congregation. Thomas Bandy. Abing-
don Press, 1999. 331 pages. $20.
12224

In the televison program, “Get
Smart,” secret agent Smart and the
agency CONTROL were locked in a
constant struggle against the evil agents
of CHAOS. Each episode
centered around defeating
some threat to the establish-
ment and restoring order.

Thomas Bandy would
probably rewrite that script.
He argues that the death knell
of most churches will be the
conscious and unconscious
desire to order and control
the environment, not only of
the church, but of the com-

ministry became job, not joy.

Confronted by a speaker who stated
“prayerlessness is sin,” Tirabassi did an
immediate inventory of her relationship
with God. After being convicted that
people make time for what they love,
she pledged to spend an hour a day in
prayer.

The book outlines the method she
developed for that hour of daily prayer.
In each hour, she structures her time for
praising God, admitting sins, making
requests of God, thanking God, listen-
ing to God through journaling, reflect-
ing on God’s messages through ser-
mons, New Testament readings, Old
Testament readings and readings from

Proverbs. At her side the whole hour is-

her journal, in which she writes her
prayers, records God’s responses and
reflects on sermons and scripture.

This book provides some helpful in-
sights into the how and why of the dis-
cipline of daily prayer. Her model defi-
nitely fits the Type A personality, but
with the addition of some “centering”
time, could be useful for the less-driv-

munity as well.

Bandy is convinced that in most
churches, too much time is spent serv-
ing the needs of the institution and not
serving the mission of the church. The
hope for most churches will come in the
painful decision to restructure the orga-
nizational life of the church so that peo-
ple are empowered and free to respond
to God’s mission for them and for the
church.

Building on a vision of the church

which began in his book “Growing
Spiritual Redwoods” and continued in
“Moving Off the Map,” Bandy suggests
that churches should develop a model
of congregational life that balances pre-
scriptive and proscriptive thinking to
create a climate of freedom where the
activities of the church are accountable
to the mission of the church. In an in-
teresting twist, he suggests that job de-
scriptions should be written more in the
negative, i.e. what a person or commit-
tee may not do, rather than trying to
detail everything they ought to do.
Designed for laypeople and pastors,

* church to employ which will

“Christian Chaos” challenges most of
our assumptions about the organization-
al life of our congregations, as well as
the way staff and other leaders should
function. While I recommend this book
as a stimulating vision for the church, it
would not be wise to try to implement
that vision without moving through the
process of discernment described in
“Moving Off the Map.” Jim Holladay

Common-Sense Church Growth.
Howard Batson. Smyth & Helwys Pub-
lishing, 1999. 147 pages. $14. 6 & ¢ @

The target group for this book is pas-
tors. The purpose of the book is to en-
courage pastors down a path that will
provide church growth with integrity.
The techniques also happen to be good
COMIMON SeNse. _

Howard Batson proposes 10 princi-
ples that a pastor either can
adopt personally or lead the

lay the foundation for
growth. Each of the princi-
ples can be used by a pastor
of any size church, although
the chapters on providing
church plant support and
building an exemplary staff
lean toward the medium-size
church and larger.

Batson is at his best when he is
speaking to the pastor concerning estab-
lishing a healthy pastoral ministry and
treating everyone as valued people. Bat-
son’s encouragement in these two chap-
ters is truly common sense, but is often
forgotten in the midst of the pressure to
follow other plans for church growth.

The idea Batson highlights over and
over again is that a church seldom
grows beyond the vision of the pastor.
Therefore, issues of pastoral integrity
and relationships with members are key
elements of church growth.

Although this book is written for
pastors, it would be extremely helpful

Author says sex hook’s controversy shows need

By Shelvia Dancy
Religion News Service

DALLAS—A book about sex and
the church is turning heads. Some heads
are turning because of its title, “Holy
Sexii

Other heads belonging to some
Christian bookstore managers are shak-
ing back and forth, saying no to putting
the book on their shelves.

Author Terry Wier says such re-
sponses are just another example of
Christians burying their heads in the
sand in regard to this touchy topic.

“When you start talking about holy .

and sex, it irritates people,” said Wier.
“The church has just decided not to deal
with the issue of sexuality. They don’t
want to know it’s there, but that does
not make it go away.”

Some Christian bookstores—includ-
ing LifeWay Christian Stores of the
Southern Baptist Convention and Fam-
ily Christian Stores—have refused to
sell the book, objecting to its front and
back covers. Both depict a nude scene
from the Sistine Chapel at the Vatican
in Rome, illustrating the expulsion of
Adam and Eve from Eden.

One customer, who bought a copy
of the book for her adult son, reported-
ly used white paper to hide the covers.

A representative for LifeWay Chris-
tian Stores said the book’s cover did

cause some concern for the bookstore

- chain, but he would not specify why.

““We make buying decisions based on a
lot of different things,” said the repre-
sentative, who wished to remain anon-
ymous.

But Wier said the book’s cover only |

emphasizes the intimacy between a wife
and husband, and shows that sexuality
is not a shameful matter.

“Shame came from sin, not sexuali-
ty,” hie said. “Genesis says Adam and
his wife Eve were in the garden and they
were naked and not ashamed. God did
not bring shame to sexuality.”

Wier, who is co-pastor of a bilingual,
nondenominational church in Dallas
with his wife, Phyllis, said he wrote the
book to help people gain a better un-
derstanding of their own sexuality. He
wants readers to “recognize the holiness
of sex.”

“If God created everything and ev-
erything He creates is good, then why
is sex supposed to be so bad?” asked
Wier, co-pastor of the Isaiah Worship
Center since 1996. “The intimacy of a
married couple is a good way to explain
to us the intimacy of the Trinity and to
explain Christ’s level of intimacy with
the church. From Genesis to Revelation,
God was the groom and He referred to
Israel as the bride, and when people
chased other gods He called them adul-
terers. Christ is the groom, and the

church is the bride. It’s all about inti-
macy.”

The church is haunted by wide-
spread sexual problems, especially
adultery, divorce, premarital sex and
homosexuality, Wier said, and poorly
trained church leaders add to the prob-
lem.

“The vast majority of seminaries
don’t address real sexual issues, so we
have church leaders in all denomina-
tions who have no idea what to think or
feel about sexual issues,” he said, add-
ing that 15 years of experience minis-
tering to people with sexual problems
heightened his awareness of the num-
ber of Christians facing such issues.

Despite the controversy, Wier said
he thinks his message of open and frank
discussion about sexuality is being
heard. “Any time there’s a major shift
in people’s thinking, it always takes
time,” he said.

“There was a time when nobody
wanted a drug addict in church—now
there are drug ministries and nobody
thinks twice about it,” he said. “You’ll
see a whole generation of people who
will read this and realize the intimacy
of relationships the way God intended,
and they’re going to want that. I think
the sex issue is now where the drug is-
sue was 30 years ago—it’s going to take
a fight, but people will realize we have
to talk about it.”

&; nmﬂﬁ -Sense

gm

to pastor search committees as they en-
ter the interview process. The princi-
ples, with adaptation as needed for each
church, can easily serve to guide the
pastor search committee to find the right
person for the church. Wayne Hager

God and the Victim: Theological Re-
flections on Evil, Victimization, Jus-
tice and Forgiveness. Klisa Barnes
Lampman & Michelle Shattuck. Wil-
liam B. Eerdmans Pub//sh/ng, 1999.
316 pages. $16. oo

The book is the product of a forum
sponsored by Neighbors Who Care, a
ministry of Prison Fellowship Minis-
tries, which devotes itself to crime vic-
tims, The reason for the forum was the
conviction that any ministry needs a
firm biblical and theological foundation,
not just good intentions. The contents
of this book certainly provide
ample theological and bibli-
cal reflection upon how we
look at and approach the vic-
tims of crime. The subject
matter is not lightweight and
neither is the book.

Contributing to the book
are a combination of biblical
scholars, ethicists, pastors
and experts on criminal jus-
tice issues.

The resulting written contributions
offer a thought-provoking exploration
of how to address the spiritual issues
facing victims of crime and those who
wish to assist them. Woven throughout
the book are issues of justice, forgive-
ness, revenge and retribution. Along the
way the reader will encounter different
perspectives on the same issue with
each presentation well-reasoned and
challenging.

A study guide mcluded at the end of
the book helps the reader further explore
the subject, with a focus on applying the
material to the reader’s own situation.
Wayne Hager

FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.,
and Jim Holladay, pastor
of Clifton Baptist Church
in Louisville. Holladay
and Hager welcome
feedback or suggestions
for book reviews.
Contact them

via e-mail at:
docholladay@juno.com
or jwhager@surry.net
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania and
New England:

B Kentucky volunteers
needed for these
partnership projects
in Poland:

B Construction at the
Swietajno camp, April
18-May 1.

1 Construction at the
Warsaw seminary,
April 18-May 1.

B Kentucky volunteers
needed for these
parinership projects in
Tanzania:

B Evangelism in the
capital city of Dar es
Salaam, May 2-17.

¥ Prayer walk in
-Shinyanga, May 2-17.

1 An anesthesiologist or
certified registered nurse
anesthesiologist for
Kigoma, two weeks in
late July or early August.

Call Calvin Wilkins in the
Kentucky Baptist
Convention partnership
missions office for more
information, (502) 245-
4101, ext. 236.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B BANNER—Enterprise Association
called Thomas Biddle as director of
missions. Biddle, a native of Carlisle,
was pastor of Lancer Church for the past
5 1/2 years.

B CLAY CITY—Powell’s Valley
Church called Joey Rogers as associ-
ate pastor. Marion Brewer recently
completed his 35th year as pastor of
Powell’s Valley.

B IRVINE—TFirst Church called Dav-
id Cook as pastor. Cook previously
served at Big Creek Church.

B L EXINGTON—Hillcrest Church
called Tim Elliott as associate pastor

of education and families. Tony Han-
cock is pastor.

B LOUISVILLE—Crescent Hill
Church is hosting a Festival of Wom-
en’s Voices in moming worship. The
speakers will be hospital chaplain Mera
Corlett, Feb. 27; Minister to Students
Anita Roper, March 5; hospital chap-
lain Kelley Milstead Woggon, March
12. Martha Lytle, retired missionary
to Russia, spoke Feb. 20.

Maple Grove Church will host
David Livingston in concert Feb. 27
at 7 p.m. Ray Hayes is interim pas-
tor.

Il MEANS—Means Church called
Jeff Deel of Winter Haven, Fla., as
pastor.

B OWENSBORO—Walnut Memorial
Church will host Greater Vision in
concert Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. Odell Beau-
champ is pastor.

B WINCHESTER—Central Church
called Art Beasley of South Carolina
as pastor.

Montgomerys named
NAMB church planters

ALPHARETTA, Ga.—
Daniel and Mandy Montgomery
recently were appointed by the
North American Mission Board
of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion to be church planters in Lou-
isville.

Montgomery, will be a church
planter intern, starting a church
targeting younger adults of an in-
town Louisville community.

Both are students at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, and both have served
as church starting interns in 1999.

Christian cartoonists remember Gharles Schulz’s influence

By Art Toalston
Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (BP)—Of all the
people saddened by the death of
Charles Schulz, one of the cartoonist’s
strongest influences was with pastors,
according to a Baptist cartoonist.

“Just about every preacher I know”
has quoted from Schulz’s
“Peanuts” cartoons, Joe
McKeever said. :

Schulz, 77, died Feb. 12
on the eve of his last cartoon
in Sunday papers across the
globe.

McKeever, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Ken-
ner, La., has been cartoon-
ing since childhood. His [i:
cartoons have appeared in Schulz
such journals as Leader-
ship, Preaching and Pulpit Helps, in
state Baptist papers and, with two oth-
er cartoonists, in an eight-volume se-
ries, “Instant Cartoons for Church
Newsletters.”

McKeever said preachers have
been especially aided by Linus, the
philosophical brother of Lucy in
Schulz’s cartoons.

McKeever himself cited Linus in a
recent sermon, from a cartoon in
which Linus turned to the New Testa-
ment Book of Acts to address one of
Lucy’s pressing concermns.

Lucy thanked Linus for easing her

mind on the matter, to which Linus
replied, “Good theology has a way of

- doing that.”

McKeever knows f1rsthand
Schulz’s graciousness. When the
preacher/cartoonist joined the Nation-
al Cartoonists Society around 1980, he
wrote to about 10 of the group’s most
prominent members, Schulz among
them, and asked for a car-
toon strip original drawing.
Schulz was among those
who replied.

Schulz, who grew up in
St. Paul, Minn., was raised
in a Lutheran home, joined
the Church of God as an
adult and taught a Sunday
school class, according to
Crosswalk.com, a Christian
Internet site. Perhaps one of
his greatest trials as a Chris-

tian came in a divorce and remarriage.

Schulz took a stand for his faith
when his Charlie Brown Christmas
special was in production years ago,
facing off with network officials to
make sure that Linus recited the en-
tire Christmas message, the Christian
Internet site iBelieve.com recounted.

Schulz died in his sleep of a heart
attack in his California home after a
battle with colon cancer and small
strokes that forced him to end ‘“Pea-
nuts.” Schulz’s retirement came after
nearly 50 years of cartooning encom-
passing more than 18,000 strips.

PEANUTS Charles Schulz, 77, creator of the “Peanuts” characters, died peacefully at
home Feb. 12, three months after revealing he was diagnosed with colon cancer and a
day before his last comic appeared. (fms/photo courtesy of PEANUTS (c) United Feature

Syndicate, Inc./Reuters)

Schulz’s fellow cartoonist and
friend Johnny Hart, who often infus-
es Christian themes into his “B.C.”
and “The Wizard of Id” strips, reflect-
ing on the extraordinary circumstance
of Schulz dying just hours before his
final cartoon was published, told
iBelieve.com, “It’s as if, when you’re
through and you’ve made your peace
with Jesus and your family and every-
thing is cool, and you’ve said your
good-byes ... . Charlie always said,

- “When I die, the strip will die, too.””

McKeever, writing last year in the
journal Preaching on the subject of
“What Preachers Can Learn from Car-
toonists,” observed that preachers and
cartoonists “seem to have a mutual
attraction” and share a lot in common.

“They live by deadlines, they need
to be wordsmiths, everything is grist
for their mill, their craft works on dif-
ferent levels and rarely does one hit
everyone in the target audience,” he
wrote. “When they do their work re-
ally well, they may expect someone
to be offended. One more thing: Both
groups do a lot of their work sitting at
a table or desk staring at a blank sheet
of paper.”

McKeever also observed, “Suc-
cessful preachers and cartoonists are
originals, different from the others in -
the field each in his own way. Some
are truly artists; others not so talented.
But each has learned how to do his
best, to speak with the voice and use
the abilities God gave him.”

| CLASSIFIED ADS

SEEKING: First Baptist, Shep-
herdsville, is looking for a half-time
minister of youth—great bivocation-

al or seminary student position. Con-

tact: Personnel Committee, FBCS,
238 Frank E. Simon Ave., Shepherds-
ville, KY 40165. (502) 955-7372.

SEEKING: Edgewood Baptist
Church of Nicholasville, Ky., is re-
ceiving resumés for the ministry po-
sition of minister of youth and educa-
tion. Please forward resumés to: Kevin
Lee, 717 South Main St., Nlcholas-
v1lle, KY 40356.

SEEKING: Resumés are being
sought from individuals who desire to
be considered for director of missions
for Madison Baptist Association in
Huntsville, Ala. (82 churches with
48,000 members). Send resumé to:
Dr. Walter G. Nunn, Chairman of
Search Committee, 1007 Speake
Road, Huntsville, AL 35816. Dead-
line is March 15.
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SEEKING: Daycare teachers:
full-time days, part-time afternoons.
Infants through 5-year-olds. Lynn
Acres Daycare, 5007 Southside Drive,
Louisville, K'Y 40214. Mail resumé or
call Marlene, (502) 363-3300.

SEEKING: Spottsville Mission-
ary Baptist Church is prayerfully seek-
ing applicants for pastor. Please send
resumé to: David Spainhoward, chair-
man, Pastor Search Committee, 8855
Old US 60, Spottsville, KY 42458.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music/youth activities. New church—
excellent opportunity for growth.
Send resumé to: John Dunaway, Com-
munity Baptist Church, 1026 Pebble
Creek Drive, Henderson, KY 42420.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Hopkinsville, Ky., is prayerfully
seeking applicants for pastor. Please
send resumé to: FBC Pastor Search
Committee, 1400 South Main St.,
Hopkinsville, K 42240.

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor. __

Please send resumé to: Search Com-
mittee, West Covington Baptist
Church, 1003 Highway Ave., Coving-
ton, KY 41011.

SEEKING: Office assistant for
Christian social service agency. Have
a real heart for ministry? Part-time
Monday through Friday, 9:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Skills needed: typing, data
entry, some knowledge of Windows
95, Microsoft Office, great phone
skills and ability to deal with clients
and the public. Interested? Call Infant
Resource Project at (502) 584-0774
and ask for Cathy Neel.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
education. Please send resumé to:
Crestwood Baptist Church, 1006 East
Main St., Frankfort, KY 40601, Attn:
Minister of Education Search Com-
mittee. For information regarding our
church, please visit our Web site:
www.crestwoodbaptist.com.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
“of West Jefferson, Ohio, is searching
for a full-time youth pastor. You may
send resumés to the church at 686
West Jefferson-Kiousville Road, West
Jefferson, OH 43162, Attn: Search
Committee.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a
loving church in Bowling Green.
Must be experienced and ambitious.
Send resumé to: Forest Park Baptist
Church, 520 Old Morgantown Road,
Bowling Green, KY 42101, Attn:
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Send resumé to: New Bethel
Baptist Church, PO Box 100, Vero-
na, KY 41092, Attn: Music Search
Committee.

FOR SALE: Used Diesel school-
buses, automatic transmission, air
brakes, 65-passenger. Call Fisher Bus-
es at (502) 267-5191 or e-mail Fisher
Buses@aol.com.
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‘Smoke on the Mountam akm to weekend gospel sing

By Stacey Hamby
Missouri Word & Way

OVERLAND PARK, Kan. (ABP)
—Mix the style of a Broadway musical
with the story of a Saturday-night gos-
pel sing in a rural church and the result
is the hit production “Smoke on the
Mountain.”

After a year-and-a-half run off
Broadway in The Lamb’s Theatre in
New York, Smoke on the Mountain has
been performed on about 250 stages
across the nation—making it the second
most-performed play in regional the-
aters.

. Themusical is setin 1938 in a rural
Baptist church in North Carolina. Con-
nie Ray, a North Carolina native who
stars in the Disney sitcom “The Torkel-
sons,” wrote the play conceived and
directed by Alan Bailey.

“When it played in New York, most
of the audience had never been to a
church like this,” said Bailey, who grew
up in Bradley Baptist Church near Ma-
con, Ga. He now lives in Los Angeles.

“One thing I’ve learned is that a
guarantee of success in New York is to
do something new or in a different way.
They saw this as something new be-
cause they never had any experience

~ with this setting,” he said. ‘“”’Whereas

now, the primary appeal is to people
most like the audience in that church
would be.”

Smoke on the Mountain centers
around the Sanders family. The setting
is a Saturday-night gospel sing in Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church in Mount
Pleasant, N.C.

The Sanders family performs sever-
al bluegrass gospel songs. Sprinkled
throughout the musical is each family
member’s testimony. :

The family interaction—with each
other and the audience (which plays the
church congregation)—makes the play
entertaining.

“People are able to see something of
themselves in one of the characters up
there on stage,” said Lori Blalock, an
actress at New Theatre Restaurant in
Overland Park, Kan., who has played

MUSICAL Performers for metro-Louisville’s Derby Dinner Playhouse performed “Smoke
on the Mountain” in 1994 and 1998. Set in a rural North Carolina Baptist church in 1938,
the Christian music comedy has been performed on about 250 stages across the nation—
making it the second most-performed play in regional theaters (Photo coun‘esy af Derby

Dinner Playhouse)

the part of June Sanders four times.

“It’s about forgiveness and all the
simple things in life; it’s about getting
along with your family. That’s the beau-
ty and charm of it.”

Blalock, a member of Prairie Bap-
tist Church in Prairie Village, Kan., add-
ed: “It’s about life’s lessons. It’s uplift-
ing. People can relate to the family. And
while there’s lots of the Bible (through-
out the play), it’s not pushed or forced.
It’s dealt with honestly. Truly, I’ ve nev-
er heard of any complaints.”

In the Louisville area, Derby Din-

ner Playhouse has produced the show
twice and found receptive audiences,
said Annie Myers, marketing/produc-
tion assistant.

“We’ve found that Christian musi-
cals are quite popular,” she said. “Its just
good songs that people remember,
hymns from their youth, basically.”

The popularity of Christian musical
comedies has led the playhouse to pro-
duce its own original show. “Peace in
the Valley” is scheduled to be shown
later this year, Myers said.

“Smoke on the Mountain,” though

strongly Christian-based, also appeals to
non-Christians. Bailey said non-Chris-
tians discover they have things in com-
mon with people like the Sanders fam-
ily.

“We’re all really alike in terms that
we learn to listen and accept other peo-
ple without judgment,” he said. “That’s
why they feel uplifted when they leave;
it’s about people with real faults, and
ultimately, the characters learn that
what they need most in life is to learn to
listen.”” _

Bailey and Ray said that when they
wrote the musical, their goals were to
create a play that highlights what is fun-
ny about being Southern without mak-
ing fun of it and to share the message of
God’s love.

“It was important to us to paint a pic-
ture of a loving God,” Bailey said. “It
went along with the message of people
struggling to be good Christians and
family members because of the rewards
of love that you find.”

Bailey’s idea for a singing in Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church was based on
memories of a church from his child-

hood. “I was inspired by the little church
in North Carolina where my grandpar-
ents were members. They would have
gospel sings, and everybody up there
always seemed so perfect.

“I knew that they must be like any
other family—fuss and argue on the
way home,” he said. “So I wanted to
explore a family and what it would be
like to have to appear perfect, but not
be—thus, the Sanders family.”

The idea continues to grow. Bailey
said a play’s performances usually peak
two or three years after appearing in
New York. Not so with Smoke on the
Mountain. It continues to be in high
demand. It is second only to “Pump
Boys and Dinettes” in regional perfor-
mances.

“I think one reason people keep
coming back for more is because they
discover just how great this music is,”
Bailey said. Characters play instruments
such as the fiddle, mandolin, ukulele,
banjo and harmonica, he said. “Partic-
ularly in musical theater, you never hear
this kind of music. Southern gospel and
bluegrass gospel have really been a rev-
elation to a lot of people who have pro-
duced this play.”

New Theatre’s producer and direc-
tor Richard Carrothers said the reasons

he keeps scheduling Smoke on the

Mountain are both business and person-
al. First, people keep requesting to see
it. Second, “Every time I direct Smoke
on the Mountain, I feel it’s giving me
the opportunity to witness, and I never
get tired of that.”

Carrothers said he plans to run the
sequel in his theater later this year.
“Sanders Family Christmas” opened in
30 theaters last year. With the same set-
ting and characters, the musical is set in
1941.

“It’s been long enough (since 1938)
that the Sanders can have developed a
new set of problems,” Bailey said. “But
alsoit’s December 1941, and the coun-
try has just gone to war, so there’s a real

reason everybody wants to huddle to-

gether.”

With additional reporting by the Western
Recorder
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“Every time |
direct Smoke on
the Mountain, |
feel it’s giving me
the opportunity to
witness, and |
never get tired of
that.”

Richard Carrothers
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MISSIONSFEST 2000

LA 5 i e *%’3’3%

HOSTED BY.
CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE

Saturday

March 25, 2000

9:00 am - 4:00 pm -
at CCBBC's Family Life Center

Fun for' the entire famlly) Inte,h

Schedule:

9:00-1‘0:00 am

10:00-11:30 am
11:30-1:30 pm

1:45-2:00 pm

2:00-3:00 pm

Registration

Conferences,.

- Activities for

children

Lunch and

. Mission Booth

Displays
Concert

Worship Service

Conference Topics:

Urban Missions / KY Partnership with Poland
and Zambia / Nehemiah Project with NAMB /
Russian Pastor’s School Partnership / How to

- Pray for Missionaries / Deaf Ministries

B R AR SV i I e e SR
s Ly B R iR

II' Lunch will be prepared by the Disaster
Relief Team of Kentucky and available for a
-minimum fee to everyone ages 5-adult.

i)

xS =l R

l‘
.mq

%ll‘ Free activities for children grade K-6.
.

- @ Childcare and lunch will be available for

of age. Call the CCBBC Child Development
Center at (606) 337-1758 to pre-register.

' FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:

a minimum fee to children 2 weeks - 4 years
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