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CHAMPLAIN, Ill. (RNS}­
Per-member giving to churches 
declined slightly according to the 
most recent study of 15 evangel­
ical and mainline Protestant de­
nominations by empty tomb inc., 
an Illinois-based Christian ,re­
search organization. 

In 1997, congregants donated 
just 2.56 percentof their income 
to the church, compared with 
2.58 percent the previous year, 
said the report, "The State of 
Church Giving through 1997." In 
1968, congregants contributed 
about 3 percent of their income 
to the church. 

"We see a similar trend in both 
groups that on a per-member ba­
sis their members are devoting a 
smaller portion . of their total re­
.sources to their churches;' said 
Sylvia Ronsvalle, co-author of 
the study, which analyzed eight 
National Association ofEvangel- . 
icals denominations and seven 
National Council of Churches 
member churches. "The portion 
of income they ' re spending on 
the church is shrinking. It appears 
the church is becoming less im­
portant in their lives." 

Still, total contributions to the• ' 
church increased between 1968 
and 1997 for po_tlFeyangelical 
and mainline Protestant denomi­
nations-about79 percent for the 
former, and about IS-percent for 
the latter, the study reported. 

That's partly .. because even 
though congregants are donating 
a smaller percentage <;>f their in­
come than in the past. that income 
is larger than ifhasbeell in previ-
ous years, she s¢.q/ ,, _ 

t'Evangelical d¢-fit'>.lll.inations 
{ are alscj gro~ing,µi:m~mJ>~~p, 
;, "' and tha;t may;acoountfor an m-

crease in tola):'contributions," she 
said. "In contrast, the mainline 
Protestant denominations have 
lost membersr so members have 
not had to increase giving so 
much to maintain operations." 

The study also'~vealed that 
contributions to church outreach 
activity-s.uch,.~ .p.llllger •. relief 
efforts-sho)Y~Q;'.{¥;-I!l~/iSv'table 

lllllS"r!lS~f(?t .. ~~m-~s,~r in .•12 
years, inching ftQID,;\~ · percent 
of income to .407fpe,;cent~ong 
29 denominations ,in;1996 and 
1997'. •• 

The study proposes thatU.S, 
churches shift their focus in rais­
ing funds from congregants. 

"We're suggesting that the 
church in the V.S. is putting too 
much • emphasis o,;i ins!itutiona1 
maintenance for the future and not 
enough emphasis on loving a hurt­
ing world today," Ronsvalle said. 
"Early Christians met in caves, liv­
ing rooms, h~t they got the job 
done. Today, we're more interest­
ed in where we're meeting than 
what we're doing." 

31 flavors 

CELEBRATE JESUS A variety of worship styles were showcased during the Kentucky Baptist Convention evangelism conference. 
■ Top left: The choir of St. Stephen Baptist Church in Louisville sings. ■ Top right: Herb Reavis, pastor of North Jacksonville, 
Fla., Baptist Church, preaches. ■ Bottom left: Michael Higdon, minister of praise and worship at Hope Community Church in 
Lawrenceburg, leads music for the youth-emphasis session. ■ Bottom right: Jeff Coursey, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in 
Glasgow, and Amy Fralix perform a skit. 

Evangelism conference offers variety of styles 
By Trennis Henderson 
& David Winfrey 
Editor & News Director 

LOUISVILLE-One participant 
described last week's Kentucky Bap­
tist Evangelism Conference as a 
"Baskin-Robbins" event, offering 
something for everyone in the tradi­
tion of the ice cream shops famous for 
serving 31 flavors. 

ville, also incorporated drama and an 
interview with a convert from Mor­
monism. 

Music ranged from traditional 
hymns and Southern Gospel to a wor­
ship band and an African-American 
choir whose soloist kicked her shoes 

• into the audience while singing. 
"We really went after young pas-

tors and youth ministers and they 

The two-day . 
gathering, spon­
sored by the Ken­
tucky Baptist Con­
vention evange- I 

-== ii=: 
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came en masse," 
said Dan Garland, 
who as leader of 
the KBC evange­
lism growth team 
is responsible for 
organizing the 
conference. ''I'll 
take some hits over 
some of it but 
that's OK." 

I JESUS 
!ism growth team, · 
featured a variety 
of speakers, music, 
testimonies and re­
source conferenc­

2000 
~~,l~angells~~:q~¥(el~~tii 

es. Highlighting the theme, "Celebrate 
Jesus 2000," the five sessions focused 
on celebrating Ghrist's uniqueness, 
His teachings, His cross, His resurrec­
tion and His mission. 

Featured speakers ranged from tra­
ditional evangelist Junior Hill and Paul 
Powell, retired president of the South­
ern Baptist Annuity Board, to the lead­
er of a Gen X Bible study in Dayton, 
Ohio, and youth evangelist Cameron 
Mills, a former Kentucky Wildcats 
basketball star. 

The conference, Feb. 28-29 at 
Highview Baptist Church in Louis-

Speakers addressed a variety of 
topics related to evangelism designed 
to both educate and encourage: 
■ Florida pastor Herb Reavis said 

many Christians today have separat­
ed the terms "Savior" and "Lord" in 
tbeir relationship to Christ. 

Preaching on the lordship of Jesus, 
Reavis said, ''Jesus Christ is not sim­
ply Savior; Jesus Christ is Lord .... He 
didn't simply save you to get you out 
of hell; He also saved you to get hell 
out of you." 

Reavis, pastor of North Jackson­
ville Baptist Church in Jacksonville, 

Youth night features music and 
a plea for passion to reach 
young adults. Page 9. 

"Jonah attitude" stops many 
Christians from witnessing, 
Kevin Cosby says. Page 10. 

Five "musts" for effective 
evangelism. Page 11. 

Internet strategies for sharing 
the gospel. Page 11. 

Fla., said Ctnist' s lordship is deserved, 
demanded and must be displayed. 

"Let's stop playing church," he 
urged. "Let's get down to-the real 
thing. Let's talk about the lordship of 
Christ. If Jesus is the absolute Lord of 
your life, you don' t whine, you don' t 
gripe . .. . All that matters is Jesus." 
o See Evangelism ... , page 10 



BAPTISTS 
Conservative Texas pastors meet to evaluate options 

Three Baptist 
schools earn 
ATS approval 

Three Baptist schools 
have gained approval by 

the Association of 
Theological Schools in 

areas ranging from new 
degree programs to full 

accreditation status. 

Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 

Louisville has gained 
ATS approval for two 

new degree programs. 
The seminary will offer 

the doctor of educational 
ministry and the master 

of arts in Christian 
school administration 

degrees beginning this 
summer. 

ATS also recently 
accredited Gardner­

Webb University's M. 

By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

PLANO, Texas (ABP)-More than 
two dozen conservative Texas Baptist 
pastors met Feb. 28 in suburban Dallas 
to discuss their future relationship with 
the Baptist General Convention of Tex­
as. Despite extensive media coverage 
beforehand, no formal action resulted 
from the meeting. 

Secular media outlets across North 
Texas speculated that the gathering at 
Prestonwood Baptist Church in Plano 
would draw up to 300 pastors or that it 
was a meeting for Prestonwood mem­
bers to vote to leave the BGCT. Nei­
ther report was true. 

In reality, fewer than 30 pastors at­
tended the by-invitation-only meeting 
convened by Preston wood Pastor Jack 
Graham; Claude Thomas, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Euless and 
chairman of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention Executive Committee; and Ed 
Young, former Southern Baptist Con­
vention president and pastor of Second 
Baptist Church of Houston. 

"We have no statement, no propos­
al or pronouncement," Graham said at 
the conclusion of the three-and-a-half 
hour meeting. Rather, he described the 
meeting as a time of prayer and discus­
sion about the options available to Tex-

as Baptist churches that want to fully 
support the SBC and believe the BGCT 
is distancing itself from the national 
convention. 

The small group of pastors included 
Stan Coffey, pastor of San Jacinto Bap­
tist Church in Amarillo and president 
of the new Southern Baptists of Texas 
Convention formed in opposition to the 
BGCT. No representative of the BGCT 
was invited to attend, even though 
James Semple, director of the BGCT' s 
state missions commission, called the 
church the morning of the meeting and 
volunteered to come hear the concerns 
of the pastors. 

"We talked about what we believe 
matters most-world evangelization 
and missions in Texas," Graham said 
after the meeting. 'The common thread 
was support of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. As Southern Baptists liv­
ing and ministering in Texas, how do 
we go about reaching our state?" 

Asked if the group thought the 
BGCT was an ineffective means of 
reaching Texas with the gospel, Graham 
said he believes there are "some philo­
sophical differences about how we do 
church and missions." 

But the primary concern, he reiter­
ated, is that the BGCT is not supportive 
enough of the SBC and its current con­
servative leadership, put in place after 

a 20-year battle for control of the de­
nomination. 

Graham is scheduled to nominate 
Georgia pastor James Merritt for the 
SBC presidency during the annual 
meeting in Orlando, Fla., in June. Gra­
ham also has been rumored as a future 
presidential candidate himself. 

Graham expressed displeasure with 
an earlier statement by BGCT President 
Clyde Glazener that the BGCT "won't 
be controlled by the SBC." 

"I ask, what convention in all the 
world is controlled by the SBC?" Gra­
ham responded. ''There's no other state 
convention saying this." 

The pastors represented at the meet­
ing-most of whom were unidentified 
and unavailable for comment-also 
shared concerns about the BGCT be­
coming a refuge for churches from out­
side Texas, Graham said. 

'The BGCT wants to be a shadow 
denomination," he charged. 

BGCT Executive Director Charles 
Wade said since neither he nor any oth­
er BGCT leader was invited to the Pres­
tonwood meeting, he could not com­
ment on the issues raised there. 

"We are open to discuss any matter 
of concern with any church affiliated 
with the Baptist General Convention of 
Texas and to address those concerns as 
openly and honestly as possible," Wade 

said. "I am sure that before any church 
would decide to move away from the 
BGCT, they would want to have repre­
sentatives from the convention visit 
with them and their churches." 

Young admitted he and his church 
have not been involved much in the 
BGCT or its statewide ministries. Last 
year, Second Baptist Church gave no 
money to the Cooperative Program 
through the BGCT, according to the 
BGCT's published annual report. The 
mega-church did give $7,400 in de,sig-
nated funds. ,, 

Young came to the Prestonw,ood 
meeting, though, because he is interest­
ed in knowing more about reaching 
Texas with the gospel, he said. 

However, Young would not commit 
himself to the new Southern Baptists of 
Texas Convention any more than he 
committed to supporting the BGCT. 
"I'm just going to do my work and des­
ignate straight to the SBC," he said. 

But he did complain that he and oth­
er conservative pastors feel "disenfran­
chised from the General Baptist Con­
vention of Texas." 

Graham said Prestonwood has not 
made any final decisions about its state 
convention affiliations. A study com­
mittee is working on the matter .and 
should report to the church's deacons· 
this spring, he said. • 

Christopher White 
School of Divinity. The 
divinity school in North 

Carolina was founded in 
1992. 

ATS upgraded Baylor 
University's George W. 

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship leaders endorse str~t,gic plan 
Truett Theological 

Seminary from 
"associate" to 

"candidate" status. As a 
candidate school, the 

seminary in Waco, 
Texas, will enter a two­
year self-study process 
leading to a vote for full 
• accreditation in 2002. 

By Bob Allen 
Associated Baptist Press 

ATLANTA (ABP)-A proposed 
strategic plan for the Cooperative Bap­
tist Fellowship will seek to cast the 
Southern Baptist Convention splinter 
group "as a movement and not just as 
an organization," according to its chief 
executive. , 

"We think this represents a signifi­
cant- and perhaps even revolutionary 
direction for the future," said Daniel 
Vestal, coordinator of the Atlanta-based 
Fellowship. 'That is we exist for the 
benefit of the local church." 

Founded by moderates in response 
to the conservative shift of the South-

~ -
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"You were bound to have a bad 
sermon sooner or later, pastor." 
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em Baptist Convention in the 1980s, the 
9-year-old,Fellowship initiated its sec­
ond generation with a strategic-planning 
process begun last summer. 

Approved by the Fellowship's Co­
ordinating Council Feb. 24, the plan 
awaits adoption by the CBF General 
Assembly June 29-July 1 in Orlando, 
Fla. 

The plan calls for renaming the Fel­
lowship's Atlanta offices as the "CBF 
Resource ~enter'' and for hiring a new 
"Resource Center coordinator'' to serve 
as chief operating officer. The new of- , 
ficer would lead and coordinate the 
work of the CBF' s leadership team, 
freeing Vestal to "cast the Fellowship's 
vision" in Baptist churches around the 

nation, he said. 
Phase one of the plan clarifies the 

Fellowship's identity and mission, stra­
tegic initiatives and key priorities. A 
Phase two next year would examine is­
sues related to the structure and role of 
the Coordinating Council and the rela­
tionship of state and regional CBF 
groups. . 

''This provides the foundation for us 
in dealing with some structural issues 
in the future," Vestal said. 

The plan includes a new mission 
statement: "Serving Christians and 
churches as they discover and fulfill 
their God-given mission." 

"Core values" include Baptist prin­
ciples, biblically based global missions, 

a resource model for serving churches, 
an emphasis on justice and mercy, life­
long learning for ministers, trustworthi­
ness and organizational effectiveness. 

The plan contains four "strategic in­
itiatives"-faith formation, building 
community, leadership development 
and global missions and ministry-and 
14 "priority areas," such as church 
planting, evangelism and outreach, filld 
reconciliation and justice. 

Members of the Coordinating Coun­
cil endorsed the plan, proposed by staff 
and officers. the Fellowship staff will 
draft a budget for next year based on 
the proposed structure. The Coordinat­
ing Council will consider it at a called 
meeting in March. 

CBF-'young leaders' organize national coalition 
ALPHARETTA, Ga. (ABP)­

More than l 00 moderate Baptists un­
der age 40 gathered, in Atlanta to dis­
cuss their role in the future of the Co­
operative Baptist Fellowship and orga­
nized a permanent coalition for support 
of the Atlanta-based organization. 

However, participants made it clear 
during the Young Leaders Retreat, Feb. 
21-23, that they think CBF needs to bet­
ter live up to its stated ideals. 

A session where participants voiced 
concerns about CBF emphasized two 
issues in particular: a lack of diversity 
among CBF leadership and the fear that 
CBF might become a re-tooled version 
of the old Southern Baptist Convention. 

Retreat convenor Jim Baucom, pas­
tor of Rivermont Avenue Baptist 
Church in Lynchburg, Va., admitted 
that even he had reservations about the 
CBF's future. "I am worried about in­
vesting in something that might be un­
realistic-namely, asking moderate 
Baptists to coalesce around anything of 
substance," said Baucom, who will be 

nominated in June as the CBF's mod­
erator-elect. 

During a dialogue session between 
retreat participants and CBF's senior­
level coordinators, Baucom made note 
of the group's general concerns. 

"We believe that CBF as an organi­
zation, many of the churches related to 
CBF and many of the people related to 
CBF are afraid," he said. "We're afraid 
that the commitment level is low in 
CBF all over, as a group. We're afraid 
that we could make the same mistakes 
the SBC has made if we aren't careful. 
We're afraid that we're reactionary. 
We're afraid that we've just put a new 
face on an old system. And we're afraid 
of the lack of diversity that is displayed 
in many areas of the organization." 

Participants did point out that one 
area where they are proud of CBF's 
commitment to younger leaders is on its 
Global Missions team. Noting the high 
numbers of missionaries under age 40, 
Global Missions Co-Coordinator Gary 
Baldridge noted his appreciation for the 

under-40 generation's activism. 
Participants came to a consensus on 

five initiatives their group wants to im­
plement in the life of CBF with the na­
tional leadership's help. They are: 
■ To push CBF as an organization 

to be more inclusive on all levels-in­
cluding doing more than paying lip-ser­
vice to women in ministry and ethnic 
diversity. 
■ To encourage greater involve- · 

ment of the laity at all levels of CBF 
leadership and in all age groups. 
■ To ask the Coordinating Council 

and state CBF organizations to improve 
the under-40 representation on the 
council to at least 25 percent within the 
next few years. 
■ To hire a national staff member 

at the coordinator level who is under 40, 
and who preferably would work with 
emerging generations in CBF. 
■ To create an ongoing CBF Young 

Leaders' Network for encouragement, 
fellowship and coalition-building 
among under-40 CBF supporters. 



KENTUCKY 
Tony Evans to headline Louisville evangelistic crusade 
By Robert Reeves 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

LOUISVILLE-Christians from 
throughout Kentucky and southern 
Indiana are working on a crusade this 
June featuring Tony Evans to share 
the gospel of Christ and promote ra­
cial reconciliation. 

The Greater Louisville Tony Evans 
Crusade will be June 19-21 at Free­
dom Hall in Louisville. Tony Evans 
is an author, preacher and national 
speaker on the issue of racial recon­
ciliation. Special guests will be con­
temporary Christian musical artists 
Kirk Franklin and Truth. 

Evans is scheduled to speak at a 
pre-crusade rally March 9, 7 p.m. at 
Canaan Missionary Baptist Church in 
Louisville. Also scheduled for that 
event is former University of Louis­
ville basketball player Brian Kaiser 
and youth evangelist Andre Barnes. A 
combined choir from Walnut Street 

Baptist Church and Canaan Mission.-
• ary Baptist Church also will perform 
at the rally. 

Evans also will speak March 10 at 
8:30 a.m. at a prayer breakfast for area 
pastors. 

Organizers predict more than 500 
area churches will participate in the 
June crusade. 

"This Crusade promises to bring 
the evangelical Christian community 
together," said Lincoln Bingham, pas­
tor of St. Paul's Missionary Baptist 
Church. He and Ed Moore, pastor of 
Genesis United M_ethodist Church, are 
co-chairmen of the crusade. 

"In working together, the body of 
Christ will be reflected probably in an 
unprecedented, positive way," Bing­
ham said. "I believe it will have a pos­
itive effect on the community in which 
we have worked and prayed." 

Evans will be the speaker at all ser­
vices. He is co-founder and serves as 
senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fe!-

lowship in Dallas, Texas. He also is 
founder and president of The Urban 
Alternative, a national organization 
that seeks to bring about spiritual re­
newal in urban America through the 
church. 

The Urban Alternative • radio • 
broadcast, "The Alternative with Dr. 
Tony Evans," can be heard over 250 
stations daily throughout the U.S. and 
in more than 40 countries worldwide. 
He is a speaker on the Promise Keep­
ers platform and speaks regularly in 
crusades and Bible conferences in the 
United States and abroad. 

"Tony is a prolific writer and 
speaker with a global vision and ex­
clusive strategy for mobilizing the 
body of Christ to carry out the Great 
Commission," Bingham said. 

Other high profile musicians and 
special guests are expected to be an­
nounced. The evening services will be 
Monday through Wednesday from 7-
9 p.m. Admission will be free. 

The event is modeled after Billy 
Graham crusades, and Jim Coldiron, 
a staff membr of the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, is serving as 
crusade director 

Organizers are seeking to make the 
event broad-based. Crusade leader­
ship is made up of Christians from 
various Apostolic, Assembly of God, 
Baptist, Catholic, Christian, Christian 
Methodist Episcopal, Nazarene and 
United Methodist churches and de­
nominational organizations in Ken­
tucky and southern Indiana. 

"There are 15 subcommittees 
branching from the steering commit­
tee," said Bingham. "We are target­
ing 500-600 participating churches 
which will represent all different de­
nominations of the Greater Louisville 
area." 

For more information on the Cru­
sade, volunteer efforts or pre-crusade 
events call (502) 635-1004. The cru­
sade Web site is www.tecrusade.org. 

Conference teaches how to use variety of media in worship 
LOUISVILLE - When they do 

their jobs well, they're hardly noticed. 
But the people who work the sound 

systems, cameras, screens and other 
technical gadgetry have become in­
creasingly vital in many churches. 

For that reason, the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention is offering training for 
technical ministry volunteers in a con­
ference May 6 in Bowling Green. 

"Worship 2000: Catching Their 
Attention and Touching Their Hearts" 
will be the theme of the event, spon­
sored by the Kentucky Baptist con­
vention's communications/media de­
partments. 

"The technical ministry workers, 
who are almost always volunteers, are 
some of the unsung heroes of the 
church, quietly going about their busi-

ness behind the scenes," said KBC 
Communications Director Robert 
Reeves. 

"This is an opportunity to provide 
these volunteers with the training they 
need to help them in their ministry of 
enhililcing the worship experience," 
Reeves said. "We're sensing a pent­
up demand for this kind of conference 
which has never been offered before 
here in Kentucky." 

During the day-long event, experts 
will teach participants how to get the 
most out of the equipment the church 
has available, how to plan for and an­
ticipate technical needs and how tech­
nology can be used to enhance wor­
ship. 

The conference also will give in­
struction for training volunteers, and 

conference leaders will answer ques­
tions about specific church needs. 

Reeves said the conference is not 
only for volunteers from big church­
es or from churches that use a con­
temporary worship style. 

"Even volunteers working the most 
basic sound system can benefit from 
the conference and the principles of 
good technical management apply 
whether your church uses a more tra­
ditional worship style, a blended style 
or a contemporary style," he said. 

Worship 2000 will be led by the 
production personnel from Living 
Hope Baptist Church, a leading inno­
vator among Kentucky Baptist 
churches in using technology to en­
hance worship. 

In addition to Living Hope's staff, 

April youth evangelism event to feature music and testimonies 
LOUISVILLE- Youth speaker 

Saleim Kahleh, Heath High School 
shooting survivor Missy Jenkins and 
contemporary Christian musical art­
ists Jami Smith and the Katinas will 
headline the upcomin ~ Kentucky 
Youth Evangelism Cunference set 
for April 14-15 at the Frankfort Civ­
ic Center. 

Kahleh, born in a Muslim family, 
• speaks at conferences about his per­

sonal quest to find the truth about God 
and religion. 

Other speakers include Jenkins, 
who will share about her experiences 
before, during and after the shooting 
at Heath High School in Paducah, and 
Ricky Cowles, a youth from Hillview 

Heights Baptist Church in Bowling 
Green who suffers from muscular dys­
trophy. 

"The conference is designed to 
reach young people with the gospel. 
Many different styles of presentation 
will be used to share Christ," said Tom 
Smoot, Kentucky Baptist Convention 
youth department director. 

Jami Smith has recently released a 
new recording and was featured on the 
WOW Worship 2000 CD. 

"The Katinas," who will perform 
in concert April 14, blend R&B funk 
with urban-flavored pop. 

In addition, former "Son Bound" 
team members will present drama. 
Son Bound is one of the KBC' s trav-

eling summer missions teams. Sever­
al presentations will be given about 
overseas mission trips and mission 
opportunities within the United States. 

"We are headed toward a confer­
ence where youth share with youth," 
said Smoot. "We are hoping for over 
4,000 youth to take part in the confer­
ence this year." 

Registration costs $15 per person 
and can be made in advance. Regis­
trants can add a ticket for a day at 
Kentucky Kingdom in Louisville for 
$28.50. For more information, contact 
the KBC Youth Department at (502) 
244-6465 or toll free at (888) 254-
5714. Information is also available 
online at www.kybaptist.org. 

Now showing: Tanzania & Poland partnership videos outline needs 
LOUISVILLE- Two new vid­

eos describing Kentucky Baptist 
partnerships with Baptists in Poland 
and Tanzania are now available from 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

The videos, produced by the 
KBC Communications and Media 
Department, are designed to educate 
Kentucky Baptists about the Ken­
tucky partnerships and offer an over­
view of Baptist work in the coun­
tries. They also describe the range 

of ministries needed in the countries. 
The most basic ministry needs in 

both countries are in the areas of 
evangelism, construction, church 
planting and leadership training. 
Tanzania also has a need for medi­
cal assistance and education. En­
couragement for the small number 
of Baptists is a vital need in Poland. 

Baptist leaders in both Poland 
and Tanzania have called upon Ken­
tucky Baptists help them with three-

year partnerships. Tanzania has a 
population of 30 million and approx­
imately 120 peoples groups. Poland 
is nearly three times the size of Ken­
tucky and has a population of 40 
million. 

The videos are available for loan 
from the KBC video lending library. 
Call (502) 254-4731 or (888) 254-
5713 to receive the videos. Most as­
sociation offices also have the video­
tapes available. 

Brad Johnson; who served as senior 
pastor of the church before taking a 
position with Saddleback Communi­
ty Church in California, also will 
speak on the role of technical minis­
try in worship. 

Registration costs $20 per person 
for those who pre-register by April 28. 
The fee will be $25 person after April 
28. A lunch will be provided at the 
church. 

Much of the program costs are be­
ing offset by both the Cooperative 
Program and the generosity of Living 
Hope Baptist Church, Reeves said. 

For more information, call the KBC 
communications/media department at 
(888) 254-5713 or (502) 254-4731. 
Registration is also available online at 
www .kybaptist.org/worship2000. 

Tony Evans is 
scheduled to 
speak at a pre­
crusade rally 
March 9~ 7 p.m. at 
Canaan Missionary 
Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 
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OPINION 
The name of Jesus still stands 
By Tim Mills 

On Dec. 11, 1999, State Rep. Jim 
Stewart invited me to serve the Ken­
tucky General Assembly by opening a 
session of the House with the daily in­
vocation. 

l felt it was a high honor to be asked 
to offer the invocation. As a minister of 
the gospel I have a responsibility to pray 
for the leaders of our government. I 
would have a chance to serve the Gen­
eral Assembly and an opportunity to 
honorGod. 

mercy and grace. Give them direction, 
health, vision, purpose and understand­
ing wisdom, as they legislate the busi­
ness of this Commonwealth. 1bis I pray 
in the only name given among men, 
whereby we must be saved-in the 
name of Jesus. Amen." 

Who would have imagined this 
prayer would have created such a stir 
as it did. I never would have imagined 
my words would have been so contro­
versial and considered intolerant and 
divisive. 

My prayer that day 
As a pastor I knew 

what an invocation 
was-the inviting of 

COMMENTARY 
was based entirely on 
the Bible; I know of no 
other way to pray. I did 

God to come, the invoking of His pres­
ence where we are. I understood prayer 
is the communication of the created 
talking to the Creator and I wanted to 
accomplish two things in my prayer. I 
wanted to honor God by sharing His 
scriptures in my prayer and I wanted to 
pray for the members elected to serve 
in the House of Representatives. 

On Feb. 18, 2000, I offered the fol­
lowing prayer: 

'This morning, Father, we greet you 
and we praise you for your love and for 
the abundant plan you offer us. Your 
Word reminds us of our sins and the 
consequences of our actions. So we look 
to you as the way, the truth and the life. 
God, I ask for these legislators your 

Pray for revival 

pray the proper way, claiming the Word 
of God as just that- the Word of God, 
including: God's love (John 3: 16), 
God's plan (John 10: 10), our sin (Ro­
mans 3:23), our consequences (Romans 
6:23) and looking to Him (John 14:6). I 
ended my prayer with the one line that 
was published statewide, Acts 4: 12. 

Rep. Kathy Stein, a member of the 
Jewish faith, said she was reluctant to 
publicly complain, but that she had to 
speak out. She pointed out that my state­
ment was that "one could only be saved 
if one believed in Jesus Christ." Her 
understanding of my position is correct. 
I do believe you can only be saved 
through Jesus Christ but that is not true 
because I say it; it is true because that is 

ed on the hunger in our people for God 
to move in an unusual way. It seems this 
hunger is growing. Each 
revival apparently grows in 
power, offering, attendance 
and results. 

OnFeb.16weconclud­
ed a revival led by evange-

~ ,,... 

what God has said. 
Rep. Stein said she takes her faith 

very seriously and I respect her for that 
position. She has the right to believe 
what she wants to believe, but just be­
cause one is serious do.esn't make one 
correct. When it comes to godly truths, 
there is only one standard- the Bible. 

We can legislate Jesus out of the 
classrooms. We can throw Him out of 
our courts. We can decide to no longer 
pay attention to the principles He has 
instructed us to live by. We can declare 
our freedom to believe what we want 
to, but that still wiJI not change the in­
fallible truth of God's Word. We can 
even choose not to hear His name men­
tioned in prayer, but the name of Jesus 
will still stand no matter what we choose 
or want to believe. 

1bis nation was founded on the prin­
ciples of the Bible. We have structured 
our Jaws, relationships and standards 
based upon the Bible. The founders of 
this nation were Christians. That's not 
a political position; that's the truth. Peo­
ple can choose to re-write history if it 
makes them feel better. We are free to 
think, act and speak out, thanks to God. 
But we should remember that Jesus 
came the first time to be the sacrifice 
for our sins, He came to abolish that old 
Jewish law of sacrifice and by dying on 
the cross He has set those free who 
choose to believe. 
Tim Mills is pastor of Bethlehem Baptist 
Church of Dprton Branch 

Increasingly God is calling us to seek 
His face during our revival services and 

throughout the year. Our 
hunger and belief is great­
er than ever for genuine re­
vival to begin right in the 
heart of Kentucky. The 
number of people in central 

In the Feb. 15 issue of the Western 
Recorder, Trennis Henderson's editori­
al on spiritual awakening was right on 
target. He quoted Larry Martin saying, 
"There is a growing number of people 
who have such a hunger to see God do 
something different than they're seeing 
in routine, everyday life." 

I am seeing God stir the hearts of the 
people of First Baptist Church of Rus­
sell Springs and the community of Rus­
sell County. The last two evangelist 
teams to come to our church comment-

list Henry Linginfelter and 
music evangelist Carolyn 
Reed. In moving services 
God gave us 22 salvation 
decisions, 20 for baptism, 

i I l ' I 
Kentucky who believe God 
is preparing to do · some­
thing special is growing. 
Pray for us in our pursuit of 

12 for church membership and about 80 
other decisions. Praise the Lord! 

Spreading the gospel by all means 
The situation always dictated the 

approach for Paul. Whether it was 
Mars Hill, the Philippian jail, just af­
ter a shipwreck, or in his trials before 
Festus or Agrippa, Paul related the 
gospel in the way that spoke 
best to th_e particular audi­
ence. He was a master 
at flexibility in approach, 
"I have become all things 
to all people, that I might 
by all means save some" 
(I Corinthians 9:22). 

As North American 
Christians face the third mil-
lennium, we have exciting . 
new opportunities to spread B111 Mackey 
the gospel and we must do so 
by all means available. In addition to 
traditional methods- preaching, teach­
ing and sharing the gospel one-on-

,. one-modem technologies are offering 
new opportunities for telling the gospel 
story. Today, satellite communications, 
movies (the "Jesus" film), fax, radio, 
television, the Internet and other elec­
tronic media are methods for reaching 
people with the message of Christ's 
love. 

Here in Kentucky, churches in 

Christian County Association are run­
ning media spots developed by the 
Southern Baptist North American Mis­
sion Board. The "Who Split Time" tract 
is being distributed in metro Louisville, 

supported by media devel­
oped by NAMB. In addition, 
32 associational outreach ef­
forts are scheduled in Ken­
tucky this year, with support 
fromNAMB. 

Reaching the lost takes a 
lot more than just using the 
latest technological innova­
tions, however. It is crucial 
that the message is tailored to 
the audience. 

For instance, NAMB 
supports an effort to encourage high 
school students to share the gospel with 
fellow students. It is student-led and stu­
dent-initiated. Randy Record is in a 
Kentucky Baptist Convention staff po­
sition funded by NAMB to coordinate 
this interdenominational effort in Ken­
tucky. 

There also are 47 Hispanic minis­
tries in Kentucky jointly funded by 
NAMB, KBC and local associations 
and churches. Alan Witham began work 

Him. • 
Bill Ramage 

Russell Springs 

Jan. 16 with the KBC staff to serve as a 
new work starter strategist. He wiJI be 
funded for three years by NAMB. Re­
cently, the KBC elected Mike Watts to 
serve as the first part-time resort minis­
ter in Kentucky. 

Other NAMB missionaries share the 
gospel message by ministering to peo­
ple's needs in church and community 
settings. They work with such demo­
graphic groups as non-readers, sub­
stance abusers, families, people in the 
criminal justice system, homeless peo­
ple, disabled people, migrant workers 
and even vacationers. 

Kentucky Baptists, jointly with 
NAMB, sponsor ministry centers at 
Marrowbone and Wheelwright. KBC, 
along with Long Run Baptist Associa­
tion and Central District Baptists, also 
helps NAMB sponsor the Baptist Fel­
lowship Center in Louisville. 

"By all means" demands that we 
develop creative strategies, pray fer­
vently, go frequently and give sacrifi­
cially. Consider one sacrifice in order 
to increase your gift to the Annie Arm­
strong Offering for North American 
Missions. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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'Tithing Counts' 
emphasis helps 
affirm priorities 
By Doug Strader 

What are the things that really 
count in life? The things that we 

spend our 
time and 
money on are 
the obvious 
things that 
each of us re­
gard as count­
ing in our life. 

In the Ser­
mon on the 

Mount, Jesus said, "Where your 
treasure is there will your heart be 
also." That is a strong but true 
statement, one that would be very 
difficult for anyone to refute. 

Our relationship to money and 
possessions is a good indicator of 
our spiritual priorities. Our practic­
es related to tithing and giving to 
the Lord's work through the 
church reveal much about what we 
think counts. 

The Kentucky Baptist steward­
ship department has a new promo­
tion called "Tithing Counts." 
Churches could use this material to 
develop stewards by emphasizing 
biblical teachings about tithing. 
Some of the benefits include: 

I Tithing counts as a proof that 
our acknowledgment of God is 
honest and measurable. Abraham 
first instituted the tithe as a remind­
er that without God's help, we 
could not survive or succeed (Gen­
esis 14: 18-20). 

I Tithing counts as a standard 
that has been established to keep 
our priorities straight. God claims 
first place in our lives and the tithe 
is holy to Him (Leviticus 27:30); 

I Tithing counts as an assur­
ance that our relationship with God 
is fresh and growing. Malachi's 
complaint was not a financial in­
dictment, but it was a plea for per­
sonal repentance (Malachi 3:7). 
• I Tithing counts as a witness to 

those who know us best. The way . 
we apportion our money readily 
identifies our values. Jesus reminds 
us that tithing is to be connected to 
things like justice and mercy (Mat­
thew 23:23). 

I Tithing counts as an invest­
ment in eternity. When we tithe 
through our church, we identify 
with Christ, our Great High Priest, 
as we express our desire to partic­
ipate in His eternal kingdom. 

By conducting the three-Sun­
day "Tithing Counts" emphasis in 
your church, you can help mem­
bers discover these assurances and 
experience spiritual growth. The 
emphasis requires little advanced 
preparation and can be conducted 
at any time during the year. 

For more information, contact 
us at (888) 254-5708 or (502) 254-
4716 or by e-mail at douglas_ 
strader@kybaptist.org 

Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward­
ship department 
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Be sensitive in facing teen's 
fear of separation from parents 
Q: My 15-year-old daughter is afraid to go on the church 
youth retreat planned for spring break. They will be gone 
only five nights, but she has never been away from us that 
long. She enjoys the youth group and leaders. She is just 
fearful of being separated from us for that long. My 
husband thinks we should make her go. What do you think? 

Encourage her to go, but do not force 
her this year. It could be something 
simple. She is probably a freshman and 
could be shy about being with all of the 
older youth. She could be overly attached 
to you and reluctant to grow up. Perhaps 
it is a money issue and she does not 
want to burden you or put forth the effort 
herself. She might even be afraid 
something would happen to you while 

[J 

-
she is gone. Take time to examine her thoughts and feelings 
in more depth. Get the specifics about her anxiety. 

Address her concerns. Offer options to get around her 
apprehensions. Let her take a school friend on the trip. Offer 
to let her call each day. Work to make the trip as stress-free 
as possible. If she still refuses to go, she might have a 
complex issue that needs further attention. 
• You might take her to the youth minister or your pastor for 

counseling. If they don't do mucli counseling, ask them for a 
referral to a pastoral counselor or a family therapist. Go with 
her, but be prepared to let her talk privately if she wishes. 

This could be something insignificant or it could be an 
indication of something deep-seated. She will need to leave 
home some day for college, military, marriage or a job. Trips 
like this can prepare her and you for her growing up to be on 
her own.-Wade Rowatt 

Q: My husband has Alzheimer's disease and he is getting 
worse, which has caused us to need more intense care. 
This is creating a severe financial burden and worry about 
providing for his care. Is there anything we can do? 

After saving and sacrificing all your life, it is hard to believe 
you can run out of money to care for your husband, but 
many people face the same situation. If possible, try to find 
an Alzheimer's support group and see if you can find an 
attorney who specializes in this type of case. 

There are five options to check out, if you have not yet . 
done so. The options are Medicare, Medicaid, private 
insurance supplements, Veterans Administr:ation system and 
Social Security disability. 

Medicare is a federal program intended as a government 
health insurance plan for older Americans. For the most part, 
Medicare is of little benefit for long-term care services for 
Alzheimer's patient. However, it is worth checking out. 

Medicaid is another federal program administered by each 
state. When those needing financial assistance exhaust all 
their resources, Medicaid is available. Contact your area state 
department of social services for information. 

Private insurance has not been much help in the past. 
Fortunately, this is changing and some coverage is available 
from some·companies. The supplemental policies have 
restrictions, but are worth learning about. 

Veterans Administration has facilities for Alzheimer's 
patients and regulates the availability of services. For those 
who qualify and can get into the system, there is treatment 
and financial resources. The quality of care sometimes has 
been questioned. 

Social Security disability has two programs, which 
historically have been of some assistance. Obtaining eligibility 
can _be frustrating, but those who gain eligibility find modest 
financial relief.-Jori Rainbow • 

. .. . . 
· Family Forum writers.are D(lvid Garrard, minister to·children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at flnmanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology _at Campbellsville University;.lon 
Rainbow, a ,clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e0mail us at wesr~@ntr.net 

OPINION 
i&J., 

After the huddle, the real game begins 
Fill your cup. Recharge your battery. Stoke your fire. 

Prime your pump. Pick your favorite metaphor for spir­
itual renewal and that would describe the atmosphere 
during last week's Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Con­
ference. 

Promoted as an event to help partici~ants "prepare 
for evangelism in the 21st century,''"this year's confer­
ence offered a rich diversity of sights, sounds, sermons 
and seminars. 

ways, it's going to be a long, gloomy, unproductive 21st 
century. If, however, we maintain the message and ad­
just the methods, we have the potential to make a grow­
ing impact for the sake of the gospel. 

One conference speaker said Christians tend to spend 
too much time in the huddle and not enough time in the 
game of changing lives through Christ. He's right. 

From the energetic, expressive African­
American worship style of the St. Stephen 
Baptist Church choir to the cutting-edge, in­
your-face messages of Gen X speakers and 
the old-time fire-and-brimstone preaching of 
Southern Baptist evangelists, the two-day 
event had something for virtually everyone­
as well as plenty that could make some folks 
downright uneasy. 

But it's also important to remember that the huddle 
is a key part of the game. Taking time to plan 
and prepare together is essential before lining 
up to tackle the challenges of the world. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR The state evangelism conference is a sig­

nificant huddle in Kentucky Baptist life. With 
resource conferences ranging from "Internet 
Evangelism" to "Becoming a Contagious 
Christian" and plenary sessions featuri~g dra­
ma, videos and testimonies as well as music • 
and messages, this year's event offered time­
ly resources for people serious about sharing 
their faith. 

Now that the huddle has broken, the real 

And that, apparently, was one of the 
goals- not intentionally to make anyone un­
comfortable, but to expose Kentucky Baptists 
to a variety of resources and worship styles 
that can help move us beyond our comfort 

Trennis Henderson game begins. What will Kentucky Baptists do 

zones in an effort to reach more people with the gospel. 
In the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 

9:22, it's a conscious commitment to ''become all things 
to all-men, that I may by all means save some." 

on the local, associational and state levels to 
reach unsaved people with the life-changing message 
of Christ? We must be more concerned with reaching 
our communities than preserving our personal comfort. 

Dan Garland, leader of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention evangelism growth team, said part of his moti­
vation for this year's program was realizing that "the 
hairwas getting thinner.and grayer" among the confer­
ence crowd each year. 

While still providing ample traditional programming, 
Garland expanded the options to attract a wider range 
of participants. The program also offered hands-on ways 
to reach people beyond traditional church settings. 

On a personal note, one of last week's most mean­
ingful moments for me came during an impromptu meal 
with a Kentucky Baptist pastor. We crossed paths at a 
fast-food restaurant and he invited me to join him. As 
we munched on burgers and fries, he asked about my 
transition and ministry here in Kentucky. Then he said: 
''Trennis, tell me how I can pray for you." 

"Part of my dream was to have a session to model 
what it takes to reach this generation," Garland said. 
Acknowledging that "I'll take some hits over some it," 
he added,-"That's OK." 

Wow. I shared a couple of concerns and he prom­
ised to pray daily for me throughout the next month. 
His spiritual sensitivity reminded me anew of the im­
portance of talking about more than basketball, politics 
and the weather. Thanks, Bill. 

If we are to make a spiritual impact on the world 
around us, we must be sensitive to the needs of those 
we meet. And it is OK. If Kentucky Baptists are unwilling to 

take risks to reach people with the gospel in innovative Give it a try. It will fill your cup. 

Christian counseling offers hope, freedom 
By Mitch Holbrook 

"Jesus told them, Unwrap (Lazarus) 
and let him go!" ( John 11 :44b) 

The greatest help churches can offer is 
to accept those who are struggling and 
help them find the help they need in a 
timely manner. 

When people come to me for coun-. 
This passage is from the familiar sto- seling, I often ask why they chose a pas­

ry of Jesus raising Lazarus from the toral counselor. People often elect to 
dead. It is a story that of- come to someone identi-
ten is witnessed, after a tied with a "Christian out-
fashion, in the counseling _ ,.__,,.._ look" because the things 
office. 'llllliiii~C◄ with which they are deal-

There are more people ing are so painful or scary 
enteringcounselingtoday that they want some as-
thaneverbefore.As more surance that "God is .on 
and more people accept ~i#:~#.1 their side." 
that they need not suffer iNW~l+!WfiilJMI The decision to begin 
aimlessly, many are seek- counseling usually is 
ing help. ==■ reached after most other 

People enter into . alternatives have been 
counseling for a variety of reasons: de- decided against. Questions people need 
pression,marriagedifficulty,grief,con- to address include: How do I decide 
fusion and other concerns. The common which counselor to call? What do I look 
reason people begin a journey with a for? What questions do I need to ask to 
counselor is to be, like Lazarus, freed see if this person is the best person to 
from the things that seem to tie us and help me? 
keep us from walking in freedom and • . Before a therapist can answer these 
wholeness. . questions, you must decide for what you 

Churches can enhance this process • are looking. 
by offering support groups, listing avail- : Do you want a male or a female ther­
able counseling resources in their area, apist? There often are issues we feel 
leading Bible studies on various emo- more comfortable discussing with 
tional and mental health topics or sup- someone of our own gender. When you 
porting a counseling center in their area. call to set up an appointment, ask if there 

are male and female counselors avail­
able, if this is important. 

What credentials does the therapist 
have? I often remind my clients that we 
don't take our cars to have the oil 
changed to people who have not been 
trained to change oil, so feel free to ask 
if the person with whom you will be 
talking has been trained. What degrees 
do they hold? Are they certified? What 
credentials do they hold that indicate 
they know how to help you? 

What is the cost? Find out the cost 
for each session in the initial call. Most 
counseling offices have some leeway in 
their cost. If the amount given is more 
than you can pay, ask if there is a slid­
ing fee scale available or ask about a 
payment schedule. 

· In the initial sessibn, ask the ques­
tions only the therapist can answer about 
the way he or she does therapy. Is there 
a spiritual aspect to the therapy? Is the 
therapist a Christian? How long has the 
person been in practice? 

This is a partnership between you 
and the. therapist with you being the 
expert on yourself; the therapist can 

. only help yoll' help yourself. The first 
step, like that of Lazarus, is to seek to 
find freedom from those things that bind 
us . . 
Mitch Holbrook is lead counselor for Cor­
nerstone Counseling, affiliateq with: the 
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
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WORDS OF WARNING 
SBC President Paige 

Patterson urged seminary 
students to avoid putting 

personal interests 
before God. 

BAPTISTS 
Patterson urges~ students to avoid 'Samson syndrome' 
By Tim Ellsworth 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

LOUJSVJLLE (BP)-The "Sam­
· son syndrome" ensnares many minis­
ters, warned Southern Baptist Con­
vention President Paige Patterson. He 
said it can be avoided by giving God 

priority in one's life. 
"What your life is all about is 

whether or not you will choose to 
please yourself or whether you will 
choose God," he said. "How your 
ministry goes is basically bound up in 
whether you will select choosing God 
as an option, or whether you will in­
stead decide to choose yourself." 

Patterson, president of Southeast­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Wake Forest, N.C., spoke Feb. 29 at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. 

Samson's life started well, Patter­
son said, but his chosen life of prom­
ise became a carnal life of pleasure 
and led to a cratered life of pain­
mainly because he put his own desires 
above obedience to God. 

Samson was a man who had it 
all-strength, the blessings of God, 
godliness. "But unfortunately Samson 
was determined to please himself 
above God," Patterson said. "As a re­
sult, he prostitutes his entire life and 

Baptist laymen defends methods 
labeled by critics as propaganda 
By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

DALLAS (ABP)-Should Baptist 
leaders be judged by the company they 
keep or by what they say they believe? 

From Roger Moran's perspective, 
Baptists who serve on the boards of in­
terfaith agencies alongside others who 
advocate more liberal positions on is­
sues such as homosexuality and abor­
tion are guilty themselves of advancing 
those positions. . 

But a number of Baptist leaders who 
have been targeted by Moran's Mis­
souri-based advocacy group say he un­
fairly paints them as liberals simply be­
cause they have some professional af­
filiation with others who are more libs 
eral than the typical Southern Baptist. 

Is it guilt by association, as they con­
tend? Or is it just the facts, as Moran 
contends? 

A growing number of Baptist 
churches are being forced to make a 
judgment for themselves, as literature 
and videos produced by Moran's Mis­
souri Baptist Laymen'_s Association cir­
culate across the nation. The litera­
ture-which is especially critical of the 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af­
fairs-is being distributed by individu­
als who want state Baptist conventions 
and churches to remain closely aligned 
with the Southern Baptist Convention. • 

Here's an example of ho:w Moran's 
approach works: 

Moran believes Texas Baptists 
ought to be alarmed because David 
Currie, executive director of the mod­
erate group Texas Baptists Committed, 
sits on the board of the Interfaith Alli­
ance, a non-partisan organization com­
mitted to fostering dialogue between 
religious perspectives. 

"If you know much about the Inter­
faith Alliance, you know it is one of the 
leading pro-homosexual-Jeft groups 
around," Moran charged in a recent in­
terview. "Meg Riley serves on there 
with him, and she's a lesbian, openly a 
lesbian. She's co-chair of a group called 

Equal Partners in Faith (which advo­
cates homosexual rights) .... The Inter­
faith Alliance is one of the members of 
it. Are you saying none of that stuff was 
ever mentioned in an Interfaith Alliance 
board meeting?" 

Currie says this criticism of him is 
unfounded· and is representative of the 
kind of "guilt by association" he be­
lieves Moran publishes. Currie firmly 
denies any personal support for homo­
sexual activity or homosexual marriage. 

"It's taking a little-bitty coincidence 
and saying this is all of reality," Currie 
charged. 

Despite Moran's impressions, Cur­
rie said, "I've been to Interfaith Alliance 
board meetings for four years, and ho­
mosexuality and abortion have never 
been mentioned." 

As for Moran's charge that the In­
terfaith Alliance is a member of Equal 
Partners in Faith, that organization's 
leader laughed when asked if this were 
true. 

"We have no organizational mem­
bers," said Steven Baines, executive 
coordinator of Equal Partners in Faith. 
Further, there is no formal link between 
the two organizations, he added. • 

And Currie argued that ifhe is guilty 
of supporting homosexuality just by 
participating with the Interfaith Alli­
ance, then Moran ought also to indict 
Richard Land, president of the South­
ern Baptist Convention's Ethics & Re­
ligious Liberty Commission. 

"Last year, Richard Land appeared 
at an Interfaith Alliance board meeting, 
because we worked together on a par­
ticular issue," Currie said. "Does that 
mean he supports all these things? 

"That's the way these people oper­
ate, to try to find one little piece of real­
ity and say it describes all of reality." 

Yet Moran defends his research 
methods and publications as accurate. 

"It's not guilt by association," he 
said. "These are the organizations that 
these guys relate to. If you consistently 
align yourself with organizations that 
advocate for the acceptance of r.omo­
sexual rights, ... it tells you something." 

ministry and loses the reward God had 
for him as a result of his determina­
tion to please himself." 

Samson had a weakness for wom­
en, but that wasn't his biggest prob­
lem, Patterson said. "The real enemy 
Samson slept with every night of his 
life, because the real enemy is his own 
heart." 

After revealing the secret of his 
strength to Delilah, Samson awoke 
with the intentions of freeing himself 
from the Philistines. But according to 
Judges 16:20, "He did not know that 
the Lord had departed from him." 
Patterson said that's one of the sad­
dest statements in the Bible. 

"You can never fail to know when 
the Spirit of God comes upon you, but 
when He leaves you, He leaves so qui­
etly that men often miss it," Patterson 
said. 

The SBC president warned semi­
nary students not to put their own in-
terests before God. • 

"The moment you decide that your 

career and your pleasure and the ful­
fillment of the desires of your flesh are 
more important than pleasing God, 
then the hand of God comes off of 
you, and He will never use you in a 
way that could have been the case, and 
He will not bless you with heaven's 
richest blessing," Patterson said. 
"Make the decision. It is absolutely up 
to you." 

One of his biggest fears, Patterson 
said, is that ministers of the gospel will 
compromise themselves doctrinally, 
morally and spiritually. 

"I fear that our young ministers all 
across the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion may be so caught up in the times 
in which they live, in the rush for suc­
cess and the desire for the larger 
church and the larger opportunity, that 
we may miss God in the whole situa­
tion," Patterson said. "And that in our 
efforts to please ourselves, we will 
forget that what it ' s all about is to 
please God. When we please God, 
then we have His blessing." 

CAB~~A~s~!.ER 
Since 1953 

Capacity: 39 Adults or 35 with Rear Luggage 

20' to 33' models• 15 to 33 passengers 

• LifeWay Discount 
♦ 12 to 47 adult capacity 
• 15-passenger Vans • 
• We buy used buses 
• More than 40 buses in stock 
• "No-COL" buses and raised-roof vans 

• (800) 370-6180 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Check our Web site for new & used inventory 

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 
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Announcing a Very Special Conference for Those 
Who Minister Behind the Scenes to Create an 

Environment for Dynamic Worship! 
When they do their job well, they're not noticed. The sound system works flawlessly and 

every speaker is heard clearly. Musicians are able to communicate every nuance of their message. 
Dramatic elements are well-lit. Video screens move silently into place. These unsung heroes who carry 

out technical ministry in the church play a major part in facilitating meaningful worship. Now, for the 
first time in Kentucky, comes a special conference just for these technical ministry workers -

Worship 2000: Catching Their Attention & Touchina Their Hearts. 
This conference is for all of those involved in church worship plafffling and 

implementation - from the small church to the large, from the most traditional to 
the most contemporary worship style. 

► ,o get tne most out of your equipment to make sure your services are conducive for worship! 
► To develop the talents of volunteers - whether they've had any formal training or not! 

► To plan for and anticipate technical needs so that worship can be strengthened! 

► To use technology appropriately to enhance the worship ,experience! 

Hear from experts in technical ministry as they answer your specific 
questions about the needs of your church! 

Your Cooperative Program contributions and the generosity of Living Hope 
Baptist Church means this top-of-the-line conference can be offered for just 

$20 per person if you pre-register by April 28! @TIVE 
.vPROGRAM 

Name ~ :NJ~y"B, aJOO 
~ ;:'~ ·LivJn , • ' 

~;:-;:;:::-------;------------,-------- (1, '"'"" ·• • rJ, Ho,,,,,« , 
Church Name ta Bapfl$.f Cbulotf 1' 
Street Address 

City State Zip Code 

:· 1 

Phone Number Email l.: 

Fees are $20.00 per person 0ncludes lunch) ! 
:;••••·•••• tso21.•~5/!f~1~t{•••·•••••••·•••• ! 

# of attendees ___ x $20.00 per person = $ ___ ($25 per person after April 28) Visit o~lrNelisite af : 
.:? :::: • __ ::1/ _ _ .\/\:\t/ .. : .. ·\t>tr=iJ:;> : 

www./rybaptistor{il : 

:~«BC 
• •~ : .. •·· KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENT10N 

PLEASE MAIL TO: 
Communications/Media Department 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
P.O. Box 43433 
Louisville, KY 40253-0433 

·worship2000.htm • 
and pre-register 

on-line! 

This year's technical ministry conference presenters 
are made up of production personnel from host Living 
Hope Baptist Church in Bowling Green, one of the leading 
innovators in using technology to enhance worship 
among Kentucky Baptist Churches. They include: 

• JOHN BEVILLE, Lighting Designer 

John is a lighting designer and has worked on technical crews 
for off-Broadway productions. He has worked with such stage • 
productions as "You're a Good Man Charlie Brown" and others. 

DAVID BENZ, Front of the House Sound Engineer 

David is general manager of TV 48 Proclaim Broadcasting in 
Bowling Green and has many years of experience in both radio 
and television broadcasting. He also has experience in the 
design and installation of sound systems. 

BRYAN JACKSON, Computer Graphics Tech. 
Bryan is a computer graphics technician and lighting designer 
who has worked on the Living Hope Baptist Church technical 
crew in a variety of capacities. He has also been acting technical 
director and a sound engineer. 

BRAD JOHNSON 
Prior to his recent move to California to join the staff of 
Saddleback Community Church, Brad Johnson was senior pastor 
of Living Hope Baptist Church. Previously he was pastor of 
Springfield Baptist Church in Springfield, Ky. where he was 
ordained in 1981 . He received a master of divinity degree in 
1987 and a doctor of ministry degree in 1990 with a focus of 
study on church growth. 

DAVE LOVE, MinisterofMusic 

Dave became the minister of music at Living Hope Baptist 
Church in January 1991 . He previously served as minister of 
music and youth at Meridian Baptist Church in Knoxville, Tenn. 
and at First Baptist Church, Union Springs, Ala. Dave's responsi­
bilities at Living Hope includ_e leading in worship; overseeing the 
worship planning team, tech crew, drama team, vocal teams, 
accompanists, instrumentalists, and rhythm section; and direct­
ing the worship choir, youth choir, and seasonal productions. 

BETH STRAYER, Vocal Team Director 

Beth is the vocal team director at Living Hope Baptist Church. 
She has more than 10 years of professional vocal training and 
received music scholarships for her work at Albion College. Beth 
has performed professionally and been an opening act for such 
groups as The Cathedrals. 

STEVEN STRAYER, Technical Director 

Steve· has been involved in technical presentation and church 
ministry since 1989 and has headed the technical crew at Living 
Hope for the past six years. He previously served as technical 
director at Faith Church in Detroit. 



,~~dll 
IT'S TIME TO 

.•.• :.:t; - PLAY FOR THE 
CHILDREN! 

Jo1N Us FoR THE SECOND ANNUAL 
KENTUCKY BAPTIST HOMES FOR . CHILDREN 

.CHARITY GOLF TOURNAMENT 

··seven .Regiaa,,1 , . 
fq'1rnaments ·Acioss · 

Individual Entry 5125 
Team Entry s 5 00 . , •• , Ke,tuclg 

, .. • .. . • .•<·•·· . . ._e:x1ngtoi1 .• . 
• , Griffin .... Gate Golf Resort•' 

• < Saturday, May 1 l t1 
8:00.am •.·. 

• Louisvill~\ 
Oxmoor C~untry Club 
Monday, M~y lS .. \ 
1:00 pm .•. 

~:• 

•Northern··· KY .· 
Highland Country Club 

• Wednesday, May 24 
1:00.pm 
Cadiz 
ArrowheadGolf Club 
Saturday, June 3 
8:00am 

Richmond 
Gibson Bay 
Friday, June 16 
1:00 pm ., • 

Bowling Green 
• Bowling Green Country Club 
Monday, June 19 
1 :00 pm 

Owensboro 
The Summit · 
Thursday, June 22 
8:30 am 

Four-person scramble 
Team handicap minimum 40 

Top Two Teams from each regional advance to the . 
final round Monday, July. 24, 2000 

at Persimmon Ri~ge Golf Club in Louisville 
with no additional fee. 

-, 

Be kind to your pastor! 
Three players on a team 
can pool their resources 

and sponsor the 
pastor's entry feel 

For a registration form or more information, call 

(502) 245-2101 or 

1-800-456-1386 

... 

or e-man us at kbhc@lglou.com 
... 

Proceeds from these events will benefit 
.Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children services across the state. 

Tax-deductible sponsorships from ranging from $100 to $7,500+ 
are also available. For' more information, call 1-800-456-1386. 

Kentucky Baptist 
Homes,for Children 

10801 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40243 

www.iglou.com/kbhc 
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EVANGELISM 
Conference's youth emphasis breaks traditional mold I 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-It wasn't a typical 
Kentucky Baptist Evangelism Confer­
ence session. But, then, it wasn't sup­
posed to be. 

A praise band complete with drums, 
keyboard and guitars led the crowd in a 
series of upbeat, hand-clapping praise 
choruses. That was followed by two 
Generation X preachers sporting close­
cropped hair, baggy pants and power­
ful messages. 

Conference coordinator Dan Gar­
land said his goal for the evening's 
events was "to have a session to model 
what it takes to reach this generation." 

Noting that "music is the language 
of this generation," he said the program 
was designed to give Kentucky Baptists 
"a glimpse of what can happen when 
your church gets a vision of reaching 
teenagers and young adults." 

Garland, leader of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention's evangelism 
growth team, said to reach today's 
young people with the gospel, "you've 
got to want to do it, you've got to be 
willing to do it and 
you've got to ask 
God what He wants 
you to do." 

Wasting no time 
grabbing the 
crowd's attention, 
self-described Gen 
X minister Rob 
Turner announced 
his sermon topic 
was, ''What makes a whore dance in the 
street?" 

Recounting Christ's encounter with 
the Samaritan woman at the well, he 
said Jesus' response to the woman is the 
key to reaching today's generation of 
teens and young adults. 

Noting that Jews typically would 
walk around Samaria to avoid it, Turn-

• er added, "Would you please quit walk­
ing around my generation? We are real 
people. We have a passion. God can use 
us." 

Turner, a 28-year-old student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, leads a weekly Bible study 
for Gen Xers in Dayton, Ohio. The 
group recently began meeting in a com­
edy club in an effort to attract more un­
churched people. 

"If you want to 
minister to Gen 
Xers, get ready be­
cause it is messy," 

Turner warned. Challenging Christians 
to "go to your Samaria" to reach peo­
ple in need, he added, "Jesus· is right in 
the middle of Samaria and He has a pur­
pose." 

Turner said the key is to get outside 
the walls of the church and take the 
church to people in need. 

"We want to tell the sheep to come 
to our pen," he said. "Here's the prob­
lem-lost sheep are lost. If you are a 
shepherd, you go to the sheep because 
you care for the sheep. 

''Get out of your geographical, so­
ciological and _religious comfort zone," 
he urged. "You can have fun playing 
church, but if you do, our world is go­
ing to go to hell." 

Turner said after the woman at the 
well received Christ's forgiveness, she 

dropped her bucket and ran into town 
without any sense of shame. 

"When God forgives you, He takes 
away the shame," he affirmed. "What 
God did in her life with shame, Gen 
Xers need to see that." 

Turner said its crucial for Christians 
to "get your religious rumps back on the 
street" to meet people's needs. ''I'm not 
going to waste my oxygen playing 
church and you can't either if you're a 
child of God. So quit. 

"Are you going to come to a place 
of religious significance and leave with 
absolutely nothing?" he asked. "Some 
of you are pretty thirsty tonight. Be obe­
dient to God in this holy moment be­
cause that's what God wants." 

Cameron Mills, the session's clos­
ing speaker, is best known for helping 
the Kentucky Wildcats win the 1998 
NCAA basketball championship. Since 
graduating from college, he has become 
a popular youth evangelist. 

SPEAKERS Former University of Kentucky basketball player Cameron Mills (left) autographs copies of his book, ''.A Dream Come True." 
He and Rob Turner (right) spoke about the need to take the gospel message to youth and young adults. "If you want to minister to Gen 
Xers, get ready because it is messy," said Turner, leader of a Gen X Bible study in Dayton, Ohio. 

j 
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Confessing that he quickly became 
burned out with his busy speaking 
schedule, Mills said he also lost his pas­
sion for seeing people accept Christ. 

"When you see people at your 
church coming down the aisles, does it 
move you to tears?" he asked. "Are you 
overwhelmed not only with the love of 
God, but with the power of God? We 
have a world out there searching for 
miracles and the supernatural takes 
place in our churches every single Sun­
day. Does that move you to tears?" 

Citing the biblical account of Mary 
and Martha's ,interaction with Jesus, 
Mills said, "I myself had become a 
Martha." 

Reading Luke 10:38-42, Mills ex- . 
plained, "Mary and Martha both loved 
Jesus. Martha, like me, went about 
working for Jesus .... Mary was doing 
nothing but sitting and listening to His 
words." 

Although "I believe Jesus loves ev­
erybody equally," Mills added, "I be­
lieve Jesus has His favorites. Mary, 
because she sits at the feet of Jesus, 
becomes one of His favorites." 

As a result, "Mary had the ability to 
move the heart of the King of Kings and 
Lord and·Lords. Martha didn't. 

"If you want to have the ministry that 
I know you want to have," he told the 
crowd, "you have got to be a pastor, a 
pastor's wife, a layperson who does 
nothing except sit at His feet. That's the 
answer, folks." 

Describing the cross as "God's altar 
built by God," Mills said, "Altars are 
things that bring you to God. 

"If you want your ministry altered, 
you have got to altar your life," he de­
clared. "If you will alter your life by 
altaring your life, God will alter your 
life.'; 

Calling the need of today's young 
people for the gospel "a matter of life 
and death," he added, "If you're not 
willing to do it for you, do it for them." 

j 

PRAISE BAND Musicians 
from Hope Community 
Church in Lawrenceburg 
lead worship during a 
session on taking the 
Christian message to youth 
and young adults. 
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EVANGELISM 
Evangelism conference offers 
31 flavors of witnessing ideas 

Cosby: 'Jonah attitude' hinders witnessing 
Continued from page 1 
■ Toby Frost, an evangelism specialist for the Southern 

Baptist North American Mission Board, said Christians are 
spending too much time in the huddle and not enough time in 
the game of changing lives through Christ. 

David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE- Christians must 
forsake their "Jonah" attitudes and take 
the message of Christ to the rest of the 

world, Louisville 
Frost said one of the saddest 

developments in America has been the 
Christian subculture dedicated to personal 
growth and entertainment. 

§ CELEBRATE 
pastor Kevin Cosby 
told those attending 

~ JESUS . the Kentucky Baptist 
Conventions' evan­
gelism conference . 

Frost said Christians should be more like 
· Jesus' disciples, who had a sense of mission, 
mirrored Jesus and saw miraculous changes 
in the lives of people who experienced Jesus. 

I 2000 Cosby, pastor of 
the . 7 ,000-member 
St. Stephen Baptist 
Church, compared 
modem Christians to 
the Old Testament 

"Jesus said go into the world with the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. But instead of going 
into the world, we've stayed at home and the world has 
gotten into the church," he said. "The problem is not that lost 
people are unwilling to hear. It's that so often saved people 
are unwilling to tell." 
■ Preaching about the cross of Christ, Alabama evangelist 

Junior Hill recounted the story of a religious group that 
borrowed a Baptist sanctuary for worship and covered the 
baptistery cross with a cloth each week. 

He warned that in the religious world today, "impercep­
tibly, insidiously and subtly, the cross is being covered." 

"Under the disguise of cultural cleverness, social graces 
and religious pluralism, we have very subtly taken the cross 
and we have obscured it just a bit," he said. "We're not 

' ashamed of it. We just don't want to be bothered by it very 
much because it's an offense to those we are trying to reach." 

He said any minister who tails to proclaim the death and 
resurrection of Christ as the only way to God is "a traitor to 
the cause of Christ." 
■ Powell and Tennessee pastor Bob Pitman preached 

about Christ's resurrection. 
Declaring "it's not over 'til it's over," Powell said that is the 

message of Easter. "It is never over until God gets through 
with it. God can bring life out of death." 

Christ's disciples greeted initial news of His resurrection 
with skepticism, Powell noted. Eventually, "they learned 
firsthand the message of Easter," he added. "God specializes 
in turning tragedy into triumph and turning crucifixion into 
Easter." As a result of Christ's victory over death, Powell said 
Christians should: 

prophet Jonah who refused to take 
God's message demanding repentance 
to Nineveh. 

"Jonah did not want to preach, not 
because he thought he would fail," said 
Cosby. "He didn't want to preach be­
cause he thought he might succeed. And 
that would mean his enemies might be 
saved." 

Cosby delivered the closing message 
for the first day of the two-day confer­
ence. Punctuated with lively music be­
fore and after by St. Stephen's choir, the 
bi-racial audience responded enthusias­
tically to the music and message. 

Cosby told the packed sanctuary at 
Highview Baptist Church that Jonah's 
attitude still prevails in many churches, 
and Jonah's reaction to Nineveh's re­
pentance is the antithesis of most pas­
tors. "I've known preachers who want­
ed to quit because they don't get any 
converts. He's the only preacher that 
wants to quit because he's getting con­
verts." 

Paul, meanwhile, is the opposite of 
Jonah, taking the Christian message to 
Jews and Greeks, Cosby added. 

While Jesus and the first Christians 
were Jews, the expansion of the church 
upset the "Jonahs" who wanted to limit 

WORSHIP Kevin Cosby (left), pastor of St. Stephen Baptist Church in Louisville, and 
Kevin Ezell, pastor of Highview Baptist Church in Louisville, listen to the St. Stephen 
choir during the Kentucky Baptist Convention evangelism conference, held at Highview. 

fellowship to other Jews, Cosby said. 
Reluctantly, the church decided it 

would open the doors and let anyone in 
regardless of race or culture, Cosby 
said. "Some didn't like it. They were 
called Judaizers, but really they were 
nothing more than the sons and daugh­
ters of Jonah." 

Paul reminded them in Galatians that 
"in the body of Christ there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, neither male nor female, 
bond nor free," Cosby said. 

"This Jonah spirit has not died. The 
Jonah spirit is still with us," he added. 

Cosby outlined three reasons to 
overcome the Jonah spirit: 

I If the church does not go to Nin­
eveh, Nineveh is coming to the church. 
Because many churches have abdicat­
ed their responsibility to evangelize the 
world, the world is doing its own evan­
gelizing with media and other ways that 
promote non-Christian values, Cosby 
said. "You cannot keep Nineveh within 
the bounds of Nineveh." 

Cosby noted that when he started his 
ministry 20 years ago at St. Stephen, the 
community had night clubs and liquor 
stores on every comer. As the church 
grew, however,, the night clubs and Ii~ 
quor stores shut down. The church pur­
chased those properties, new houses 
have been built and crime has gone 
down, Cosby said. "God gave us the 
land of the Hittites, the Jebusites and the 
Bud lights." 

I Everyone has lived in Nineveh. 
"You can act like you're saved," Cos­
by said. "but there was a time when 
every last one of us was in Nineveh." 

I God loves Nineveh. "God loves 
the city, and we who are called by God 
must love who God loves," Cosby said. 
"We've got to reach out to Nineveh." 

Cosby noted that God's love reach­
es to everyone regardless of race or na­
tionality. He said the washing of God's 
love is like Clorox 2, "It's color safe." 

"Get back, Jonah," he said. 'There's 
room in God's church for me." 

I Never give up on any person. 
I Never write off any experience as a total waste. 
I Never despair in the face of death. 

Fay: Sin of silence is casting Al1lerica's souls 
"Death did something terrible to Jesus Christ, but Jesus 

did something wonderful to death-He conquered death," 
Powell said. "He can bring good out of the worst thing that 
may hav~ happened to you." 

Pitman, pastor of Kirbywoods Baptist Church in Memphis, 
described the resurrection of Jesus as "the most important 
event in all history." Preaching from 1 Corinthians 15, he said 
that without Christ's resurrection, i•a11 else that the Bible says 
about Him is absolutely meaningless." 

Because of His resurrection, however, "our preaching has 
value," Pitman affirmed. 

Christ's resurrection was not a trick, hoax, joke or parable, 
he added. "I thank God for the hope we have in Christ now 
and the hope we have in Him tomorrow. My hope is sure. We 
have an anchor. He's alive." 

Citing his vision for the annual event, Dan Garland told 
participants, "I wanted us to be humbled so God could exalt 
us. I wanted us to be broken so He could make us whole." 

He described a defining moment three years ago while still 
a pastor. Attending that year's evangelism conference, "I just 
looked out over the congregation, and it was getting older. 
There weren't hardly any younger pastors there." 

Garland said that as he moved from the pastorate to the 
KBC staff position he felt a mandate to plan programming that 
would attract·pastors of all ages. 

"I think last year set the stage," he added. "This year we 
took it a step further of telling Kentucky Baptists it's a new 
day" in offering a diverse, upbeat conference program. 
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By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE-The sin of silence 
is preventing the vast majority of 
Christians from sharing their faith, an 
author and evangelist told those at­
tending the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion evangelism conference. 

Bill Fay, author of "Share Jesus 
Without Fear," said a recent seminary 
study reported that 92· percent of 
Southern Baptists never share their 
Christian faith with anyone. 

Fay said he regularly asks people 
to stand if they have shared their faith 
in the past year. "I have never been in 
a church where it' s over 10 percent" 

Contrasting with. Cassie Bemall, 
the Columbine High School student 
who reported! y expressed faith in God 
before she was shot, Fay said most 
Christians are denying their faith by 
bow they speak and behave. 

Fay, self-proclaimed former crime 
boss and owner of a house of prosti­
tution, said he initially scoffed at 
Christianity but was attracted to peo­
ple who had the peace they found in 
Christ. 

Those who tried to witness to him 

were often mocked and antagonized," 
he said. "But if you went away believ.­
ing you were a failure, you believed a 
li 

,, 
e. 

Only 15 percent of all conversions 
come as a result of preaching or evan­
gelistic crusade events, Fay said. 

"But 85 percent of every conver­
sion in your church comes 
when they hear the gospel 
an average of7 .6 times," he 
added. "And withamajori­
ty of our people choosing 
the sin of silence, can you 
understand why hundreds of 
thousands of churches in 
this country are shutting 
their doors? Because they're 
dead." 

Fay stressed that the re­
sponsibility of Christians is to be obe­
dient and tell others about their faith. 
It is up to the Holy Spirit to convict 
and convert, he added. 

"As an evangelist, I have never led 
one person to Jesus Christ," he said. 
"Now I've been around a bunch of 
times when the Holy Spirit's done it." 

The silence of Christians in Amer­
ica requires some tough questions, he 
added. 

First: How many Christians are 
actually witnessing about their faith? 

Second: Do Christians in America 
really believe that unless a person ac­
cepts Jesus as personal Savior he or 
she is damned to hell? 

"Because if you really believe it, I 
wouldn't ask the third one: Where in 

the world is our urgency?" 
Too 'many Christians 

think they are witnessing 
only by offering small 
comments about the gos- . 
pel, such as '1 go to a good 
church,'' Fay ad1ed. 

"If you offefonly tid­
bits of gospel, it never 
fills," he said. "Until they 
hear and understand the 
truth of the whole gospel, 

they do not become born anew, born 
,igain." 

Fay said he fears God will remove . 
his blessings from Southern Baptists 
if they continue in the sin of silence. 

"If you become keepers of an 
aquarium instead of fishers of men, 
you are one step from a dead church," 
he said. "If we and our churches do 
not evangelize individually and col­
lectively, our churches will fossilize." 
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Internet technology just one more tool 
for sharing Christianity, speaker says 

Evangelism a great way to 
celebrate Jesus, Johnson says 

LOUISVILLE-Detailing the ur­
gency of Internet evangelism, a re­
search assistant for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention said the ministry 
principle involved can be traced to 
the Apostle Paul. 

'The gospel never changes but the 
methods do," he said. He cited radio, 
television, telephones, Christian bul­
letin boards and the Internet as elec­
tronic means to proclaim the gospel. 

"We need to keep on the cutting 
edge," he insisted, noting that Inter­
net access allows "instant communi­
cation with one or millions of peo­

LOUISVILLE- The best way to 
celebrate Jesus is to focus on what 
Jesus celebrates, said Brad Johnson, 
a teaching pastor at Saddleback 
Community Church in southern Cal­
ifornia. 

purpose of evangelism. All churches 
are driven by something, be it evan­
gelism, tradition or money. All 
churches should ask themselves two 
questions, he said: "What's our busi­
ness?" and "How's business?" 

All churches 
should ask 
themselves two 
questions,Johnson 
said: "What's our 
business?" and 
"How's business?" 

Citing 1 Corinthians 9:22, Tom 
Johnston affirmed Paul's declaration 
that "I am made all things to all men, 
that I might by all means save some." 

Celebrate Jesus 2000 was the 
theme for this year's evangelism con­
ference and for an evangelism empha­

I Understand and use one's own 
evangelistic style. "Not all of us are 
going to be a proclaimer," he said. 
"But I've found almost all of us can 
be an inviter." Johnson noted that a 
poll of non-Christians by researcher 
George Barna found that 25 percent 
of unchurched adults would go to 
church if a friend invited them. "Fif­
teen to 18 million adults are just wait­
ing to be invited to our churches." 

Johnston, a doctoral student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville, also is president 
of Evangelism Unlimited. He shared 
his vision of techno-evangelism dur­
ing a small-group conference at last 
week's Kentucky Baptist Evangelism 
Conference. 

ple." 
Johnston said 

there are a variety of 
ways churches can 
use Web technology, 
ranging from static 
Web pages that list 
basic information 
about church pro­
grams and resources 
to interactive gospel 

§ CELEBRATE 

; JESUS 
I 2000 

sis by Southern 
Baptists this year. 

Johnson, former 
senior pastor of Liv­
ing Hope Baptist 
Church in ·Bowling 
Green, noted that 
Jesus constantly 
was among sinners 
and that the Bible 
notes heaven rejoic-

The Internet session was one of 
15 resource conferences offered dur­
ing the Feb. 28-29 event. Other con­
ference topics ranged from "Witness­
ing to Jehovah's Witnesses at the 
Door" to "God's Special Plan for 
Children." 

presentations using high-tech graph­
ics and sound. 

es when a non-Christian accepts Jesus 

I Christians must be willing to take 
strategic relational risks. Christians 
need to be able to make Jesus a part 
of their conversations with non-Chris­
tians, Johnson said. "Pastors, it starts 
at the top," he said, adding that pas­
tors can't challenge their congrega­
tions to be evangelistic with integrity 
if they aren't willing to model evan­
gelism. 

as personal Savior. _ 
Johnson said one of his favorite 

definitions of evangelism is: "Using 
every available means at every avail­
able time to reach every available per­
son." 

Johnston said the Internet is one 
means to spread the message of Jesus 
Christ. "Does the Internet shape val­
ue?" he asked. "Absolutely. Weneed 
to be there with the gospel." 

Noting that some Christians are 
hesitant to use Internet technology 
because of pervasive pornographic 
sites and other negative influences on 
the Web, he said the Internet can be 
used in "a spiritual battle against a 
spiritual foe for spiritual results." 

He said other options include chat 
room evangelism, developing evan­
gelistic video games, providing e­
mail services to church members and 
uploading sermons and evangelistic 
tracts. 

"If pastors could get a vision for 
putting their words on the Internet, 
that's fantastic," Johnston said. "I'm 
not saying Internet evangelism is go­
ing to win the world but it is a tool. 

But, he said, many churches have 
bought into the myths that churches 
are preparing their people for evange­
lism and that most people beco01e 
Christians through evangelistic 

I Churches must partner with their 
members in evangelism. A church that 
wants to reach non-Christians must be 
willing to structure its meetings to be 
welcoming to them, Johnson said. He 
noted that connecting with non-Chris­
tians won't be the most comfortable 
actions for church members. "If 
you' re mature in the Lord, please be 
mature enough to realize it's not all 
about you." 

• preaching. 
'Those who seize technology will 

flourish in the future," he added. "We 
need to seize technology for the sake 
of the gospel." 

"We need our pews filled with 
evangelists. Then our churches will be 
evangelistic," Johnson said. He out­
lined four steps to make that happen: 

I Churches must be driven by the 

l Hutclicr;Jft: Thllilf llke'lllissloRBrles (4,'l,cOinnlqnll:ilti; W1th/b~-Clttisti8fimerlta 
• the local theater instead of the sanctua~, follow My followers. He Sr.lid follow Me," By David Winfrey 

News Director 
Hutchcraft outlined five imperatives for 

effeqtive evangelism at the dawn Of the 
21st century: 

LOUISVILLE-American Christianity has ■,Communicate.Jn,pqh-relfgiqus ·'"" 
traveled as far as it can go safely and language. Hutchcraffndted that every;/ 
stands at a crossroads that requires both missionary starts by going to language 
risk and offers-unparalleled rewards, school. "It's l)nderstood that you don't just 
according to evangelism specialist Ron transmit the gospel. You translate the 
Hutchcraft. • • . . . gospeljnto another language,'' he said. 

"I arh sensing wjlat all of you are • "Every missionary does•this." 
sensing: That there's a powerful wave Phrases such as "praying·to receive 
coming and you better ride it or get buried Jesus" are lost on non·Christians because 
by it because it's coming," Hutchcraft told . the language doesn't make sense, he said. 
those attending the Kentucky Baptist ''We don't receive people. We receive gifts 
Convention evangelism conference, Feb. and .. UPS packages," he said. "Think.!pst.'' , 
28"29 at Highview Baptist Church.in Hutchcraft.noted that In Jesus' parable 
Louisville. . . of the sower and the seeds, the seed that 

Hutchcraft, author, Christian radio host grew represents those people who hear 
and regular speaker at Billy Graham training the word and understand ft "Gould it be 
schools, noted that ~sbury, Ky., was the they're not rejecting oyr Savior, they're ' 
site for one of the mq~t recent spiritual> . rejecting our vocabul~ry?" t 
awakenings. "God knows His way here and · •· ■ Connect with non-Christians Where 
He may be fixing to do it again, and you're they are. ''Drowning people never goto the 
here for it" lifeguard station to be rescued," Hutchcraft 

But .America today is a post-Christian said. 
culture, requiring n~w methods and ri~ks to . Jhe 9ifficulty is t~atnon-Ghrist.ians in 
reach peoplewho perceive they have no Arrieri_ca don't knoW'the Bible, don't know 
need of Jesus, Hutchcraft said. • there's a right or wrong and have no 

"We no longer go to the mission field. interest in religious activities, he added. 
We live in the mission field," he said. "We "That means it's not going to be 
live in a culture where they say 'We used to comfortable for us.'; 
believe that.' , i{ . • But\Je~us modeleq!tnree ~ays to.,reach 

"The day of the local church is over, the out to non-Christians: Hutchcraft said/ 
day. of the mission outpost is come," he First, reach non-Christians on their turf. 
added. "The challenge is to think Examples of getting outside the walls pf 
missionary." " the church include Christmas programs at 

"If you want to really rescue the dying, you Hutchcraft said. Concentrate on Jesus, and 
connect where they are." don't let-them change the subject." 

Seq9nd1 .reach non:Ghristian$ in th~irs . ■ Work together withot!Jer ChrtsU~nS: . 
• tribe, Jie said: There already are groups of Unity between and within churches is vit~I 
peoplewho work and meet together that- to rescuing non-Christians, Hutchcraft said. 
Christians and the church can work with, "Turf doesn't matter when people are 
Hutchcraft said. Examples include the dying," he said. • 
parents tribe, the business and . "You know why churches turn on th~ir 
professipnal tribe and theyouth tribe. pastor arid tum on their ril.embers? · •• 

Third, reach non-Christians through · Because they've forgotten their mission,,; 
their needs. "Sin is a non-issue to lost he added. "Someone said Christians are the 
people today, but the results of sin are a only ones who form their firing squad in the 
hugeJssue to them," Hutchcraft said. circle. Some way to win a war." 

Hutphcraft often leads seminars fore+ Sout,hem B~ptists needoth~r Christians 
business professionals. Although these and vice-versa; Hutchcraft ~id: "I don't 
seminars are centered on the message of know how many churchesare in your 
Christianity, they are promoted on community, but the correct answer is one," 
addressing the issues important to non- he said. "You're on the same rescue team." 
Christians: peaceful livingJn a stressful , . ■ Create ambassadors tor Christ. 
world,sl'S!art with the symptom, get.to the Churches-must equip members tp snare 
disease and present the cure;" he said. 'To their faith in Jesus with their neighbors, co-
really reach the really lost, reach them with workers and fellows students, Hutchcraft ··· 
people they know, in a place where they said. 
feel comfortable, through an issue tliey ..... "If the way to rescue t~e dying is to go • 
care abqut, in a program they can relate .. t where the dying are,,guess who's already 
to." ···•• •.· ' • . ••• • • there?" he asked. Another mom. • 
■ Concentrate on Jesus. When Jesus Churches will know they are headed in 

talked to the woman aUhe well, she this direction when they have more prayer 
started talking about religion but Jesus requests for non·Ghristians than for health · 
wasn't distracted, Hutchcraft noted. concerns, Hutchcraft added. "Here's my 

"Do not get off on rellgious detours,'' battle cry: Every believer arescuer. Every 
he said. "Keep bringing it back to Jesus/I unbeliever a chance," he said. ''The secret 

Today many people object to • is going to be if every believer represented 
Christianity because of the hypocrisy of by every church here will say 'I'm going to 
some Christians. But Jesus "didn't say be a rescuer on my beach.'' 
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"They come, 
often, because 

they've heard we 
have a cool band, 
or because of the 
light show or the 
smoke machine. 

But what they get 
is an encounter 

with God." 
Victory Fellowship Music 

Minister Ty Tyler 

YOUTH 
liJIB!,,lfl■¥i&iiilll 

BEYOND THE GRAVE Members of Victory Fellowship Church, near New Orleans, act out a school shooting for a play that has been presented every Friday since Oct. 29. Typically, 
75 to 100 young people walk the aisle to the stage each week to become Christians, said Pastor Frank Bailey. (RNS photo) 

·columbine-based Halloween drama still running 4 months later 
By Bruce Nolan 
Religion News Service 

METAIRIE, La. (RNS)-Months 
after they seared the American con­
sciousness as the embodiment of pure 
evil, the shootings at Columbine High 
School in Littleton, Colo., have been 
recast as a Christian morality tale. 

Told in rock music and intense, 
chaotic video, the play has drawn 
thousands of young people to a church· 
sanctuary in Metairie, La., for months 
of Friday nights. 

Conceived originally as a one­
weekend alternative to Halloween, 
"Beyond the Grave: The Class of 
2000" is still running with the ap­
proach of spring. To the surprise of 
its creators, it still attracts 1,000 to 
1,500 mostly young spectators to its 
weekly showings at Victory Fellow­
ship Church in the New Orleans sub­
urb. 

What they get, many young people 
say, is church that does not feel like 
church, although "Beyond the Grave's" 
evangelical call to personal conversion 
is explicit. 

Its use of video and music, thudding 
through a theater-quality sound system, 
speaks their language; its angst-ridden 
high school setting, where preps, geeks, 
Goths and Christians jostle for hand­
holds on the social ladder, resonates 
with their world. 

It has blood-blood pooling under 
. sprawled bodies, blood spattering into 
shooters' faces, so much blood that par­
ents with small children are warned be­
fore the lights go down. 

And although it's from an original 
script fashioned by Victory Fellowship 
Music Minister Ty Tyler, it includes the 

now-mythic martyrdom of Cassie Ber­
nal!, the Columbine High School stu­
dent who some say declared her belief 
in Jesus Christ just before her killing in 
the school's library. 

But with all its multimedia sophisti­
cation, "Beyond the Grave" has a tradi­
tional heart: It ends with a familiar altar 
call, in which audience members are 
asked at the play' send whether, as Ber­
nall reportedly did before her death, 
they're prepared to give their lives to 
Jesus Christ. 

Typically, 75 to 100 young people 
walk the aisle to the stage each Friday, 
said Frank Bailey, Victory Fellowship's 
pastor. 

And every Friday dozens accept the 
church's invitation to don some church­
provided jeans and T-shirts and accept 
baptism on the spot in a pool manned 
by Victory Fellowship· staff ready to 
reap the harvest. 

"Beyond the Grave" is both old and 
new-old in its traditional message, but 
also new in its attempt to appropriate 
Columbine as a teaching moment. 

Although the Columbine shootings 
were a horror everywhere, they quickly 
acquired a special resonance among 
evangelical Christians. Four of the 
shooting victims were evangelical 
Christians, and Littleton's Trinity Chris­
tian Center, a nondenominational 
church, was host to four funerals broad­
cast live on CNN. 

There, and at civic memorials after 
the tragedy that attracted tens of thou­
sands, evangelical pastors forsook the 
politely ecumenical language of public 
grief and drove home the meaning of 
the event in their own terms: the over­
hanging evil of popular culture, the ne­
cessity of personal salvation, the hero-

ism of Christian witness and the certain­
ty of glory for those who hold finn to . 
Jesus Christ. 

In particular, Bemall's death has 
become celebrated as a touchstone of 
faith to be modeled by young Chris­
tians. 

"I've been to lots of national youth 
conventions over the last year where 
Columbine is always brought up, usu­
ally in the context of some kind of role­
playing," said Mike Y aconelli, founder 
of Youth Specialties, a for-profit min­
istry in El Cajon, Calif., that assists 
church youth ministers with seminars 
and resources. "And whenever that hap­
pens, kids immediately calm down and 
get serious. They connect to that." 

A few years ago, similar morality 
plays might have used sudden death 
through a post-prom traffic accident as 
the lens through which to examine char­
acters' life decisions. 

One such staple is "Judgment 
House;" a warhorse of the genre pro­
duced for years by and for teens at many 
churches, said Allen Jackson, associate 
professor of youth ministry at New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

But at Victory Fellowship, the cru­
cible is Columbine. 

The play premiered Oct. 29, and the 
church hasn't been able to close the pro­
duction since, Tyler said. It's supported 
by audience donations. 

The play will run through March l 0, 
and perhaps longer, depending on de­
rriand, Bailey said. On that date in 
March, South African evangelist Rod­
ney Howard Brown, who has expressed 
an interest in taking the play on tour 
with him nationally, will be in the audi­
ence. 

Each Friday, shortly afier7:30 p.m., 

from the first moment Tyler on piano, a 
drummer and bassist begin banging out 
'They That Wait," audience members 
hit their feet in the church sanctuary, 
hands waving overhead or clapping to 
the beat. 
. With the lights down, the play be­

gins with the hard fact, projected over­
head, that since 1996 more than l 00 stu­
dents have been shot in their schools. 

• During the next 90 minutes, 25 to 30 
members of Victory Fellowship's youth 
group act out quick scenes that intro­
duce six diverse characters and sketch 
the tensions among cliques at the 
school. • 

Music from groups like Jars of Clay 
and The Crystal Method pounds away 
in the dark between set changes. 

The shootings come in an explosion 
of on-stage gunfire, augmented by vid­
eo clips shot next door at Victory Fel­
lowship's school: quick cuts of scream­
ing, panicked teenagers stalked by a 
handful of pitiless shooters. 

Near the end, Bailey appears on 
stage in a series of short sermons, each 
setting the stage for the coming judg­
ment about to unfold for each of six vic­
tims who have either reached, or fallen 
short of, heaven. 

Audience members come for a vari­
ety of reasons, Tyler said. 'They come, 
often, because they've heard we have a 
cool band, or because of the light show 
or the smoke machine," he said. "But 
what they get is an encounter with 
God." 

"I thought it'd be boring," said Julian 
Sams, 14, who traveled from Slidell, 
La., to see the play. "Sometimes I'd go 
to sleep in church, but this was enter­
taining. Well, it was entertaining and 
serious, both." 
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(■ Blood linked Jo'. missing O'Hairst Texas 
i investigators have linked bloodstains found 

in an Austin storage unit to the DNAof 
missing atheist Madalyn Murray O'Hair's 

" two children. O'Hair disappeared from her 
; Austin home in September 1995, ~long 
~ with a son and adopted daughter. The latest 

evidence was revealed in a prosecutor's 
response to a motion by a suspect to get 
back property seized by the government 
last spring as part of its investigation, 

■ Methodists prepare for thorny issues. 
" As the nation's second largest Protestant 

denomination prepares to tackle thorny 
• questions bf gays and lesbians within 

~ church life, leaders of the United Mett:iodist 
• C.hurch are urging church members to pray 

and fast for 40 days lea.ding up to May's 
General Conference in Cleveland. The · 

t church, with 8.4 minion members, h~ 
f been wracked by iQternal division oyer the 
[: .. issµe of 'gay marriageanctwhethe(ornot 
• the" denomination should' delete the .\ , 
; 'ctforch's position thathomosexua(acts are 
f "incompatible with Christian teaching," . 

~.,,. if.:.·;:·.:: • 

■ Christian Coalifi9~sues IR·SfiThe1:;.>. . 
Ch.rlstiah Coalition Oas sue'd the Jriterr1aI:·/' 
gev~nue Service, sfciiming the fede~i< 

NATION 
a-0enc~discriminateij,ii.6ainst.the p~lltical 
ornanltation by denying it true-exempt 
status. The complaint charges the IRS 
gave "disparate treatment"Jo the 
coalition's appllcatiori.for tax-exempt 
status compared to "liberal" groups ,, 
engaged in similar activities. The•coalition 
alsd charges that IRS rules regarping 
exemptions are vague and unclear. 

.doriuin'ented, and thef~fore sold. Ag eB~y: 
spoke$,man cautioned, however, that the 
company was not takjng a position on 
whether or not souls exist. "You have to be 
in a position where you can deliver what 
you sell/' said Kevin Pursglove. "We will 
leave the debate over the existence of the 
soul to the theologians." 

■ Black churches to focus on AIDS. 
■ Supremacist groups on rise in · Thousands of churches are expected to be 
Northwest. White supremacist groups are holding·services, workshops, concerts and 
on the rise in Washington state and other events this week to highlight the • 
Oregon, culling new members from young Black Church Week of Prayer for the 
people from the suburbs, according to a Healing of AID$. Former U.S. Surgeon 
new report by a hate monitoring agency. In @eneral Joycelyn Elders i~ serving as the 
ltsannu~I "Hate by~tate" repoft;- .th~if:.. .. ~atio~~l,$p9kesperson for the week-10.~.9 
coalition identified 52 white supremacist" •• effort organized by Th~zBalm in Gilead/a 
groups in the couritry's;rnorthwest region, New York-based group;· that works to · 
Associated Press reported. encourage African-American churcheslO't 

,, ' .... ... . ,t particiP,ate in AIDS-related programs .. More 
■ E!aJ .,nc1Jts online ,aUCti'1ning'9f~~9.~!st >, .,. than.7:';§00 churchet~rnexpected to.;t~kf 
A New MeXibo teefl0~~~t...sgld .~is so~J,on<i rOiP!rt:l~ ~ctiyitles. •• < , ',,{· 

• "the, Internet recently and expects;to get$5 ,. < f ti; ·a. ••••• •• if .:; ••••••• ! • ';'~:., 
for it_:_if the bidcfer comes through With ■ Man sues library to,distribute Bibtest 
the. inoney. According to·press reports, the A Georgia man has sued a regional library 
online auction gianf~8ay ·~~$ put a stqp to system, ci'aiming its refµsal to allow, piriJ to 
p~ople trying t9 s~Yt!~y!teterQal %R~IM9r distrib~te>~ibles in i,t~ ff~eJiterature are.a.;i~ 

' a 11n1~ext,:acash,b~~4sethe exist~nce:Q(, .· ut1cdn~}itUtiqnaL James;ro~moy of +[!,;"\ 
a·souI is riot somethfQg that can be "' • LutQersville: Ga:, has §ought to display .jind 

What does it take to break down barriers between people? 
Come hear Christ's message of hope ~nd reconciliation ... 

Dr. Tony Evans 
Thursday, March 9, 2000 
Canaan Baptist Church 
2840 Hikes Lane, Louisville 
7 p.m. 

1(/it/e tfue ~ ~: 

distributeY~mail pkperblai<'.New Testamirits •·· 
at the Manchester Publiclibrary in, ' 
Mahchester, Ga. Flournoy is suing the Pine 
Mountain Regional Library System, along 
with its director and board of trustees. 
Ftoifrnoy's co'mplaint,alleg~~ librc1ry offici.als 
have allowed a wide range of materials in 
the free literature area, including some 
newspapers and religious publications. The 
lawsuit argues that the library system's 
policy includes "vague an.d standardless 
guidelines" for library officials to follow 
when deciding whether materiaUs 
"nonsectarian." 

■ Baptists ministering after shooting. 
Pastor$ frRm two,South~!Tl. ~aptist. • 
cliurch$s are among thc>'s~;rnrnisterfhg to 
those affected by the fatalstmoting of 6- • 
year-old Kayla Rolland 'in'ftint, Mich. Denzil 
Green, pastor of Galilean Baptist Church, is •• 
also 9haplain ,of the Flintl;;ofice. Departtpent., 
Ran,dy Wheeler, :pastor:qf,W~st Side:.Bapti~t 

'Churchfo Hushing, safd~*urn9er of the • 
children 'at the elementary/school Where • 
Rolland.f1ttended are par(ii:ipants in the , 
churctfs 'fi.:WANA program:;tDuring our, 
Wednesgas,::night servig~§:)v.e plan on \ 
talklng:ttrthe children and,Jrylng fo dispel· 
any fears they may have/ Wheeler said. 

Dr. Tony Evans is senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible 
Fellowship in Dallas, Texas and one of the nation's 
leading speakers on the topic of racial reconcilia­
tion. His radio broadcast, "The Urban Alternative 
with Dr. Tony Evans" can be heard over 250 sta­
tions daily throughout the U.S. and in more than 40 
countries worldwide. 

■ Former U of L Basketball Standout Bryan Kaiser 
■ Dynamic Youth Speaker Andre Barnes 
■ Special Mass Choir 

This event sponsored by the Greater Louisville Tony Evans Crusade. Find out more about this 
upcoming event by dialing 502-635-1004 or check out the Crusade website at: 

www.teerusade.org 

V..::::~~ Tony Evans ... ~ 

Grea~ville C -
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"Pray that Baptists 
will respond to 

their cry for help 
through prayers, 

offerings and 
willingness to 
serve them." 

Missionary Dianne 
Randolph 

MISSIONS 
Baptists mobili~e to help flood-ravaged Mozambique 
By Mark Kelly 
SBC International Mission Board 

MAPUTO, Mozambique (BP)­
One million people are homeless in 
flood-ravaged southern Mozambique, 
and Southern Baptists are mobilizing to 
help. 

Southern Baptists in North Carolina 
and Texas dispatched a volunteer team 
Feb. 28 to set up water purification units 
and an emergency feeding kitchen for 
people forced from their homes by three 
weeks of heavy rains. 

Those volunteers partnered with 
Southern Baptist missionaries and Bap­
tists from Mozambique and South Af­
rica to organize an immediate response 
to some of the most desperate needs. 

A Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board assessment team 
planned to enter the area to identify 
ways Southern Baptists might help with 
long-term ministry evangelism projects, 
said Jim Brown, the board's human 
needs specialist. 

The United States and the European 
Union mobilized military forces March 
1 to help evacuate and feed 1 million 
people displaced by the disaster. Con­
cern was heightened by a violent new 
storm that was about to dump even 
more wind and water on the region. 

The current disaster was created by 
a cyclone that hit hard on the heels of 
two weeks of torrential rainfall. A sec­
ond cyclone would destroy crumbling 
homes and throw people stranded on 
rooftops into the raging water, observ­
ers predicted. 

The volunteer team planned to take 

Adoptions 
Of what do you think when you 

hear the word, "adoption?" You 
probably think of the process of a 
couple adopting a child. As wonder-

. ful as that is, we Kentucky Baptists 
are fortunate to have multiple oppor­
tunities•to become involved in anoth-
er kind of special adoption through 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. By 
establishing a permanent endow­

MOZAMBIQUE Victims of devastating floods wait to be airlifted from the roof tops of 
their homes west of Chokwe, Mozambique, near the mouth of the Limpopo river. Baptists 
are among the many agencies providing relief to the impoverished southern African nation 
hit by its worst floods in living memory. (Reuters/RNS photo) 

three water purification units and an 
emergency feeding kitchen into Mapu­
to, Mozambique, along with two teams 
of South African Baptist volunteers, 
said Clyde Berkley, an associate direc­
tor of 1MB work in southern Africa. 
Their work was to be facilitated by First 
Baptist Church in Maputo. 

Missionary Scott Flowers was work­
ing with a team from Baptist Youth of 
Southern Africa that was taking $5,000 
in Southern Baptist relief funds to pur­
chase blankets and tarpaulins for peo­
ple stranded in open country. 

North Carolina volunteers Bob and 
Martha Mizelle and Roy and Shirley 
Smith were planning to deliver food 
supplies to a church in northern South 

How to help: 
I Current prayer needs for 
Mozambique can be found on the 
International Mission Board's , 
prayer line, (800) 395-PRAV. 

I Contributions for the relief · 
effort in Mozambique can be sent 
to International Mission Board, 
Hunger and Relief Fund­
Mozambique Flood Relief, Box 
6767, Richmond, VA 23230; 

Africa that was serving as a disaster 
shelterforflood victims there. That con­
gregation's pastor and several church 
members would then take the food on 
foot across a river and over a mountain 
to reach people otherwise cut off from 
assistance. 

The massive disaster has rocked a 
country only just beginning to recover 
from a ruinous civil war that ended in 
1992, and the people need prayer, said 
missionary Dianne Randolph. 

'The people of Mozambique have 
lost their homes, crops and members of 
their families," she said. "Pray that Bap­
tists will respond to their cry for help 
through prayers, offerings and willing­
ness to serve them." 

Missionaries Nancy Carley and Kris 
Tolar helped pack bread rolls and 
canned sardines into small food pack­
ets that were being sacked up in large 
trash bags and air-dropped to people 
stranded by the floods. One group was 
planning to make up family food packs 
that would take care of a small family 
for a week at a cost of about $10. 

~ 
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dents attending Campbellsville, Clear 
Creek, Cumberland, Georgetown, 
Mid Continent, Oneida and Southern 
Seminary/Boyce. 

I Adopt a missionary/mission 
project. Help ensure the future of 
state, national and international mis­
sions through the KBC Executive 
Board, SBC International Mission 
Board and North American Mission 

lR~T 
'\. . , .. 

ment/trust fund, or con­
tributing to an existing 
fund, you can adopt one or 
moreofyourfavoriteBap­
tist ministries. Let me sug­
gest these financial adop­
tion opportunities: 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

Board and/or Kentucky 
Woman's Missionary 
Union. 

I Adopt a camper. 
• Many young people ac­
cept or rededicate their 
lives to Jesus at Cedar­
more or Jonathan Creek. 

SENIORS 
April 25 - Owensboro 

Bellevue Baptist Church 
April 27 - Hopkinsville 

First Baptist Church 

I Adopt a child/fami­
ly. Through Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren you can touch the 
lives of thousands of chil­
dren from birth through 
college. These are not tra- Barry Allen 
ditional orphans; they are 
orphans of the living who suffer from 
abuse and neglect. 

I Adopt a student. We live .in a 
world slouching toward Gomorrah. 
We need future leaders who will have 
been prepared not only in how to 
make a living, but also equipped in 
the ways of faith so they will be able 
better to Ii ve their faith through their 
vocations. Providing scholarships for 
an education iri a Christian values 
environment is a way to make a last­
ing difference in this world. The 
foundation administers funds for stu-

I Adopt a patient. As­
sist the Christ-centered 
healing ministry of the 
five hospitals of Baptist 
Healthcare System. 

I Adopt a news jour-
nal. Help communicate 

information and activities of Baptists 
in Kentucky and around the world 
through the Western Recorder. 

I Adopt an annuitant. Demon­
strate benevolence toward needy re­
tired ministers and spouses through 
the SBC Annuity Board ministry. 

Please give Laurie Valentine, our 
trust counsel, and me the privilege to 
assist you in a financial adoption plan. 
Barry Allen is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223; (888) 254-5701 

May 11 - Lexington 
Immanuel Baptist Church 

May 16 - Whitesburg 
First Baptist Church 

May 18 - Campbellsville 
Campbellsville University 

FEATURING 

Bill F. Mackey is 
Executive Secretary­
Trea~urer of the 
Kentucky Daptist 
Convention. 

David Garrard, 
Minister to Childn:n 
at St. Matthews 
Baptist Church, 
entertains with a mix 
of illusions. 

$7.00 for reservations made 2 weeks prior to event; $10.00 at door 
and for reservations made less than 2 weeks prior • Cost includes lunch 

For more information, contact: 

The Family Ministry Department • Kentucky Baptist Convention 

Toll Free 1-888-254-5704 or 502-254-4719 
E-mail: patricia_clifford@kybaptist.org • Website: kybaptist.org 
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Nicaraguan relief 
work paying off!I 
observer reports 

Will pope's Jerusalem visit 
mar historic Beatitudes site? 

Nigerians hope Christian-Muslim· 
comp~omise will end bl~t1dshf!d 

KADUNA'; NigeriJi(RNS~AWeek 9f bloodshed between 
'' Nigerian Muslims and Christians has led to a compromise 

between the central government and Muslim~dominated BRENTWOOD, Tenn. (BP) 
- More than 235 houses have 
been built and more than 600 pro­
fessions of faith have been re­
corded as a result of Baptist 
disaster relief work in Nicaragua. 

Baptist conventions represent­
ing five states responded to needs 
in Nicaragua after Hurricane 
Mitch, said Tim Bearden, leader 
of the Tennessee Baptist Conven­
tion's missions awareness and 
involvement group. • 

"All of these statistics are im­
portant because people are out of 
the rain, people have come to 
know Jesus Christ and houses of 
worship have been left behind for 
people to be discipled," he said. 

Bearden traveled to Nicaragua 
to evaluate the work of represen­
tatives of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention, Baptist Convention of 
Maryland/Delaware, Missouri 
Baptist Convention and the Bap­
tist General Association of Vir­
ginia. 

Bearden said he found more 
than 180 volunteers have respond.: 
ed to the needs. Besides numerous 
construction teams, one Tennessee 
medical team treated 770 patients. 
Other results of the partnership ef­
fort include the distribution of 
1,000 Bibles and more than 20 
showings of the "Jesus" film. 

JERUSALEM (RNS)-Israeli envi­
ronmentalists are charging that con­
struction work on the historic Mount of 
Beatitudes in preparation for the up­
coming papal visit threatens to destroy 
the sacred area overlooking the Sea of 
Galilee. 

The controversy centers on a site that 
has been preserved virtually untouched 
for the 2,000 years since Jesus gave His 
famous Sermon on the Mount. 

Government contractors are work­
ing around the clock to level a portion 
of the rocky mountainside above the 
historic Church of the Beatitudes to 
build a huge amphitheater for the tens 
of thousands of pilgrims expected to 
attend a Mass celebrated by Pope John 
Paul II this month at the site. 

Huge parking lots also are being 
built on dozens of acres of nearby land 
to accommodate the thousands of vehi- . 
cles bringing pilgrims to the area. To 
clear the land, tons of huge basalt rocks 
have been removed from the mountain 
and dumped nearby. 

The Society for the Protection of 
Nature in Israel, which raised the alarm 
over the work, said it wants the govern­
ment to commit itself to repairing the 
damage to the mountain after the pope 
departs, adding it will file suit to ensure 
the scars aren't permanent. 

But Prime Minister Ehud Barak's 
office, which is coordinating the work, 
has so far refused to issue any such com­
mitment. 

"We don't want to stop the Mass. 

Benning wins national scholarship 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College junior Jami 
Craiger Benning is co-recipient this 
year of the Shackleford/Martin Un­
dergraduate Scholarship. 

The scholarship, sponsored by 
Baptist Communicators Association, 
is presented annual! y to a college stu­
dent pursuing a career in Baptist com­

the summer's work. They presented 
their report to Cumberland's commu­
nication council and trustees and to 
the annual meeting of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention as part of Cum­
berland College's report. 

During the academic year, Ben­
ning also works at the Cumberland 
College office of public information 
through our work-study program. 

murricati ons. Benning 
shared this year's scholar­
ship with a student from 
Oklahoma State Universi­
ty . 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Her responsibilities in­
clude writing and editing 
press releases, some pho­
tography and preparing a 
weekly report of press 
clippings featuring Cum­
berland students, faculty 
and staff. 

Benning, the daughter 
of Jimmy and Linda 
Craiger of Partridge and 
the wife of Brent Benning 
of Moores Hill, Ind., is 
working on a major in 
communication arts and a 
minor in religion. Her 
dream is to work in gospel radio as 
an on-air personality, but she also 
would enjoy working as religion ed­
itor for a newspaper. Primarily, she 
wants God to use her and her talents 
in His service. 

Benning already has experience in 
speaking to large groups. She was 
valedictorian of her graduating class 
at Whitesburg High School and 
spoke at graduation. She and her hus­
band served as summer missionaries 
. with Mountain Outreach in the sum­
mer of 1999. At the end of the sum­
mer they were asked to assemble a 
PowerPoint presentation describing 

Benning always has 
been active in church and 
has served as a Sunday 
school teacher, children's 
church leader and vacation 

Bible school teacher since age 16. 
She also sings in the choir. As a high 
school student, she formed the Chris­
tian Crusaders Club that performed 
plays and ministered to fellow stu­
dents. 

We congratulate Benning on win­
ning such a prestigious scholarship. 
We know God will continue to use 
her in a great way to communicate 
the gospel. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr. , 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

We want it to happen. But we want to 
repair the damage after it is created," 
said Y ohanan Darom, director ·of the 
society's northern office. 

"The Mount of Beatitudes is in an 
area that we call 'holy geography'- it's 
the area where Jesus walked, and there 
are layers of 2,000 years of history at 
least," Darom added. "It's ironic that for 
this holy Mass, we have to do so much 
damage. I'm sure that if the pope un­
derstood what was happening here, he 
wouldn't agree to it." 

Darom said his biggest fear is the 
infrastructure work that has been under­
taken for the papal visit will pave the 
way for real estate developers to build 
shopping centers, restaurants and hotels 
on the site. 

A government spokesman dismissed 
the society's claims, saying the land 
would "repair itself' within a matter of 
months and there is no need to rehabil­
itate the site after the pope leaves. 

The spokesman did say, however, a 
plan for a "day hotel" on one of the new 
parking lot sites apparently was wind­
ing its way through local planning com­
mittees. 

The scenic mountain areas around 
the Sea of Galilee have been the sub­
ject of a fierce tug-of-war between de­
velopers who want to build on the ar­
ea's prime real estate and environmen­
talists who want to preserve the land­
scape, covered with farm. fields, flow­
ers and natural bush as it was in biblical 
times. 

Such a big family 
Having recently attended the 

wedding bf an alumna of Glen Dale 
Children's Home and the Center for 
Independence, I think about all the 
services provided to this young lady 
over the years. 

She lived at Glen Dale for more 
than 10 years. While there, she ex­
perienced stability and care and was 
able to come to terms with her trou­
bled past. 

f •• states in ttre north towilhdraw'a, 'proposal to implement 
• Islamic law in the northern state of Kaduna. 

The traditional laws, collectively known as sharia, 
,, would-among othefthings-0-prohibit alcohol and force 
1 men and women to ride in separate public tra·osportation. 

They also would have created criminal courts specifically 
for Muslims. Supporters said the courts would apply only 
to Muslims, butthe country's Christians were fe_?rful of the 
proposed laws. • 

A meeting Feb. 29 between the nation's predominantly 
MusHm northern provinces and largely Christian southern 
region came after 30 people were killed in the eastern city 
of Aba on Feb. 28, Associated Press reported. 

Since ending 15 years of military rule last year, the 
central-western African country has been wracked by 
internal ethnic disputes. The agreement reached this week 
calls for areas with sharia laws to stop enforcing them and 
for states seeking to implement them to suspend .those 
plans. • 

"To restore normalcy and create confidence in the 
troµbled polity, it was agreed thi;!t, as far as the sharia issue 
is concerned, everyone wjH revert'' to the legal system 
before sharia was implemented, said Vice·Pfesident Atiku 
Abubakar. 

; . • The go~~rnor of tn.e only st~te.to have .~baria la'Ns, . 
: :~hm,d ~~Qi:<sald~~r.wou.ld,refurg\to pi.~ g·9~~hemprovince 

• of Zamfata and ab.1de .by the agreement. f 
''As soq.ri as I go:b?ck, I'm going to liaye a meetirrg of 

vsl]n;i~.2s.:.th.risti~ri;J.~ad~rs\\;yli;r:!;7lake.\~~mpn~J!f~!~rJd 
eed peacet Sani'said> '1"''' ,, •·•Pf < ·, 11 

me was the presence of her biolog­
ical family. Her own father gave her 
away and her mother was there, too. 
That is a blessing in itself. The fact 
that she stayed at Glen Dale for 10 
years tells us that reconciliation has 
not come easy for this family. But 
these broken relationships had 
mended _enough for mom and dad 
to be part .of their daughter' s very 

Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children con­
tinued to offer assistance 
through the Center for 
Independence, one of 
several non-residential 
intervention and support 
programs we call com­
munity services. We 
helped her learn how to 
budget, balance a check­
book, write a resume, 
handle a job interview 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

special day. They were 
there, along with the fam­
ily you and other KBHC 
supporters helped pro­
vide when times were 
tough and a bright future 
seemed out of the ques­
tion for this bright young 
woman. 

and pursue college. We Jeannette Stratton 

None of this was lost 
on our former KBHC 
kid. When I received a 
thank-you card from her 
for _my wedding gift she 
wrote in closing: "How 
lucky I am to have such a worked with her until she 

was 22 years old. 
Today, at 27, she is a college 

· graduate, manager of her own busi­
ness, homeowner and newlywed! 
No one would ever believe that she, 
with her disturbed background, 
would be where she is today. As I 
sat at the wedding, I saw her former 
Glen Dale house parents and other 
KBHC staff who touched her life 
through the years. She was thrilled 
when she saw us. 

The amazing part of the day for 

big family!" 
I hope you celebrate with us this 

changed life! Through your many 
gifts you gave her a chance for a 
better future and she grabbed ooto 
it with both hands. Thank you! 

Jeannette Stratton is community servic­
es administrator fo r Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children, 10801 Shelbyville 
Road, Middletown, KY 40243. Call 
(800) 456-1386. KBHC's lntemet ad­
dress is: http://www.iglou.com/kbhcl 
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Christian groups among those feeli.ilgr,forced out of Sudan 
"We felt there is a 

risk here that 
humanitarian aid 

could not be 
objectively 

administered by 
southern Sudan." 

Bruce Wilkinson, senior 
vice president for 

international programs 
at World Vision 

A kind letter 

By Shelvia Dancy 
Religion News Service 

KHARTOUM, Sudan (RNS)­
Nearly a dozen international relief 
agencies have been expelled from 
southern Sudan after they refused to 
sign an agreement giving rebel 
groups in the area greater control of 
the agencies' operations. 

World Vision, Oxfam, Care In­
ternational and Doctors Without 
Borders are among the 11 groups 
who rejected the memorandum of 
the Sudanese People's Liberation 
Army, a rebel group that controls 
much of the southern part of Sudan. 

Sudan is tom by fighting between 
the Islamic government in the north 
and rebels in the predominantly an­
imist and Christian south who want 
autonomy. In January the SPLA de­
manded all nongovemment agencies 
in the area sign a "memo of under­
standing" by March 1 or withdraw 
from the region. • 

Appeals from Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, Sen. · Sam 
Brownback, R-Kan., and U.S . Spe­
cial Envoy for Sudan Harry 
Johnston all failed to persuade rebels 
to reconsider the deadline and -re­
sume negotiations with the aid 
groups. 

"It is regrettable that this difficult 
course of action became necessary," 
said Bruce Wilkinson, senior vice 
president for international programs 
at World Vision, which has been in­
volved in Sudan for nearly two de-

cades and provided more than $60 
million in humanitarian aid. "But we 
felt there is a risk here that humani­
tarian aid could not be objectively 
administered by southern Sudan." 

World Vision's parent organiza­
tion, World Vision International, 
was one of several expelled aid 
agencies which issued a joint state­
ment March 1 asking rebel officials 
to resume negotiations. 

"We are deeply concerned about 
the effect that this crisis will have 
on the people of southern Sudan, 
now and in the future," read the 
statement, also signed by Save the 
Children UK, CARE, the Belgian 
arm of Oxfam, Vets Without Bor­
ders, the Carter Center and the 
Dutch branch of Doctors Without 
Borders. "We are determined to see 
negotiations re-started so that we 
can return to our humanitarian work 
in southern Sudan. It would be a 
positive thing to have an agreement 
that clarifies everybody's responsi­
bilities when it comes to supplying 
aid." 

On Feb. 29, World Vision fin­
ished evacuating its non-Sudanese 
staff in southern Sudan, about 50 
people. The agency- which already 
has similar agreements of under­
standing in countries such as 
Mozambique and the Philippines­
took issue with several terms of the 
rebel army's agreement, said 
Wilkinson, such as the imposition of 
new airport and road taxes as well 
as restrictions on whom the group 

From time to time I share some of the letters I 
receive from various friends of this ministry. The 
following is a portion of a much-appreciated letter 

with us about his responsibilities. He shared with 
me where his special 'spot' was on Cemetery Hill 
where he likes to go to think. Jesse wants to be at 
Oneida. that came last week: 

"On Saturday, Jan. 29, 2000, we visited a friend 
at Oneida. We came with a lot of concerns, but left 
with a good feeling. We came to visit Jesse. 

"Jesse was a student at the school where I work. 
He was a neighbor, only living a few miles up the 
road from us. I had wanted Jesse to be a student at 
Oneida, and I have kept up with him 
through a friend. 

"She had told me of the trouble Jesse 
was in. So, my family and I came to see 
Jesse. It was a cold and rainy Saturday. 
We stopped a lady on campus and asked 
how we may locate Jesse. Immediately, 
she knew Jesse and his whereabouts. That 
impressed my daughter. She was amazed 
that the staff would know every student 
and exactly where to locate them! 

"We had a good visit with Jesse. My 
husband is impressed with the farming 
program and how the students are re­

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

"Our church visited Oneida many years ago, and 
we have been supporters of Oneida. But it was cer­
tainly a joy to visit and see the wonderful work that 
is being done with all of the students, Our prayers 
are with you, your work and Jesse daily." 

Needless to say, a letter like this one sure can lift 
our spirits. The primary reason I shared 
this letter with you is because it addressed 
an area that is very important to us. 

.For years we have emphasized that 
one of our strengths is our size. We are 
big enough to have a full program in ac­
ademics and co-cunicular activities, but 
at the same time we are small enough to 
know most of our students. I wish I could 
tell you that I and my staff know all of 
our students by name, but I can't. I can 
tell you, however, that many of us know 
our students by name, and we call them 
by name many times each day. 

quired to work. That is so needed today! W.F. Underwood If you have read this column very of­
A man who works with Jesse in the pig 
barn talked with us about how Jesse is a good work-

·er. . 
"fam impressed with how everyone cares for 

Jesse. I knew that Oneida was a caring Christian at­
mosphere. That is why I wanted Jesse to be.there. 
But'to actually see and experience that atmosphere 
is so encouraging. I do know that Jesse has been a 
chaUenge for each of you at Oneida; but I coritinu­
ally pray that each of you will not give up. Please, 
keep working with Jesse. He must grow up in lov­
ing Christian surroundings to learn to cope with our 
world. 

'.'Jesse is proud and happy at Oneida. He talked 

ten·, you have noticed the number of times 
we give special recognition, which sometimes may 
seem to be a little unimportant. For.example, a few 
weeks ago I wrote about students who were given 
various farm awards. • 

Every quarter, we recognize our honor roll stu­
dents in a chapel service. We try hard to think of 
our students, not as a group of 400 or so students, 
but as boys and girls with individual names; person­
alities and needs. 

W.F. Underwood is president .of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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could hire and when relief workers 
could meet with Sudanese locals'. 

. "We feel these issues need to be 
negotiated further," said Wilkinson. 
"We cann~t ·accept the army's 
terms." 

He said despite the withdrawal, 
World Vision intends to continue its 
humanitarian efforts thrdugh work 
with the United Nations, which is 
not required to sign the agreement, 
and with the aid ' of about 500 
Sudanese nationals who remain in 
the area. 

About 26 relief agencies have 
signed the rebel army's memoran­
dum, including Catholic Relief Ser­
vices, which spends about $25 mil­
lion each year for humanitarian aid 
in Sudan. 

"The memo of understanding 
simply specifies all the terms that 
govern how a foreign nongovern­
ment organization operates inside an 
area," said Michael Wiest, deputy 
executive director of Catholic Relief 
Services. "Our signing a document 
with these people doesn't have any 
political significance- it simply 
means we agree to these terms." 

He said Catholic Relief Services 
has entered into about 80 similar 
agreements in countries such as Bos­
nia, Kosovo, Rwanda and Peru. 

"It' s quite routine," he said. "In 
many parts of the world there are de 
facto authorities, whether political­
ly recognized or ·not, and if you're 
going to do business in those areas 
you have to at some level recognize 

their jurisdiction. It's not always ide­
al, but it ' s the kind of situation you 
confront in the kind of work we do." 

But Catholic Relief Services did 
have reservations, Wiest said. ' 

"What's been most troublesome to 
us is that we need to get the approval 
of authorities to meet with local com­
munities," he said. "For us, that bor­
ders on a civil liberty issue for the 
Sudanese people, their right of free 
association." 

And Wiest said he sees potential 
problems in a requirement the rebel 
army approve any Sudanese national 
hired by the aid agency. 

"It could be very problematic or 
not at all, it depends on how it's ad­
ministered," said Wiest. "If they say 
we can't hire a person because he's 
not from the ethnic group they like or 
they don't like his religious or politi­
cal views, then it would become a 
problem." 

The expulsion of the aid groups 
comes as the White House considers 
using recently passed legislation, 
sponsored by Brownback, allowing it 
to provide food aid directly to rebels 
in southern Sudan. The rebels ' deci­
sion to expel the aid groups will not 
advance that cause, said State Depart­
ment spokesman James Rubin. 

"At this point we have made no de­
cision as to whether to use the author­
ity provided by Congress," said Ru­
bin. "I am not going to predict for the 
end of time what we will do with that 
authority, but I can state rather com­
fortably that this can't help their case." 

Kelly Hall to be renovated 
For 60 years stately Kelly Hall 

has been the visual symbol of 
Clear Creek. 

Constructed from 1938-42, the 
building represents the heritage of 
a generation that' pioneered in ef­
forts for a trained ministry, in an 
area where an educated ministry 
was frowned upon. The structure 
marked the climax of the life work 

en professions of faith resulting 
from the trip." 

In 1942 R.P. Mahon, the 
preacher's school superintendent, 
wrote, "With our new equipment 
we can house the men and carry 
on all the work of the school with­
out going outdoors for a single 
thing. Every Baptist in Kentucky 
can help by praying and paying 

of L.C. Kelly, who 
founded Clear Creek 

• Mountain Preacher' s 
School in 1926. 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

and sending good men 
to the school. The Lord 
is on the giving hand. 
He _moves men and 
women to offer to Him 
what they are and 
have." 

In 1936 the Board of 
Control for Clear Creek 
Springs determined the 
work of the Preacher's 
School and the summer 
camps could go no fur- • 
ther without an ade­
quate dormitory. The 
overseers approved a 
plan to build a "fire­
proof building . faced· Bill Whittaker 
with native stone" con-

After 60 years of use, 
Kelly Hall requires a 
complete renovation . 
The $1,750,000 project 
gets underway on May 
8. The result will pro­
vide adequate fac ilities 
for at least two more 
generations trained for 

taining 94 rooms. 
In February 1938, Kelly and 

three students from the preacher' s 
school traveled 2,100 miles and 
spoke 96 times seeking ~upport 
from Kentucky Baptists to start 
construction. • • 

At the conclusion of the trip 
Kelly wrote, "We thank .God and 
take courage. A .spirit of revival 
broke out in many places where 
our mountain men spoke. There 
must have been more. than a doz-

ministry. 
The plea of 1942 still is true, 

"Every Baptist in Kentucky can 
help by praying and paying." 

Bill Whittaker is president of .Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 



Fresh Faith: What Happens When 
Real Faith Ignites God's People. Jim 
Cymbala. Zondervan Publishing, 1999. 
218 pages. $17.99 ♦♦♦♦ (out of 
five) 

-In his sequel to "Fresh Wind, Fresh 
Fire," Jim Cymbala continues the story 
of the renewal at Brooklyn Tabernacle 
and the impact of that church on people 
in its community. 

But Cymbala' s purpose is 
not to sing the praises of his 
congregation, nor to present 
a model that other churches 
can follow. Rather, he writes 
to encourage church leaders. 

Cymbala expresses a 
concern that too many pas­
tors and church leaders have 
lost their first love. Indeed, 
they hav.e allowed their first 
love to be stolen from them, he states. 
Cymbala observes that concerns for at­
tendance, budgets, buildings and pro­
grams has diverted attention from the 
authentic mission of the church and 
their role in it. This leads to burnout, 
which not only robs pastors of their call­
ing, but churches of their vitality. 

Quoting Galations 3:3, "Are you so 
foolish? After beginning with the Spir­
it, are you now trying to attain your goal 
by human effort?" Cymbala contends 
that many church leaders have "walked 
away from something vital.'' He en­
courages those leaders to remember that 
"true Christianity is ... to know Jesus and 
trust Him, to rely on Him." _ 

Like his book, "Fresh Faith" is not 
so much an outline of a program that 
can be replicated. It is stories, mixed 
with biblical exegesis, which seek to 
encourage the church and its leaders to 
live authentic, spirit-directed lives. Like 
his first, it is simple, direct and challeng­
ing. Jim Holladay 

A Baptist's Theology. Edited by Wayne 
Stacy. Smyth and Helwys Publishing, 
1999. 212 pages. $20. ♦♦♦♦ 

In days gone by, Baptist theology 
was championed by scholars teaching 
in seminaries, colleges and universities. 
The great names of Baptist theology 
were almost always attached to academ­
ic institutions. 

In recent decades, the tide 
shifted to mega-church pas­
tors and tele-pastors who are 
seen by the masses of Bap­
tists as the holders and guard­
ians of Baptist thought. 

With this book, Wayne 
Stacy provides a good effort 
at helping Baptist scholars 
recapture their rightful place 
in the church as the shapers 
ofBaptist theology. 

Each contributor to this volume is 
either a dean of a Baptist theological 
school or relates directly to such 
schools. Even though Stacy does not 
like the label, these Baptist theologues 
are decidedly moderate. But as Stacy 
points out in his introduction, moderate 
does not mean a lack of passion. Each 
article is well-written and organized and 
addresses a different aspect of Baptist 
theology. 

Beginning with revelation and end­
ing with eschatology, contributors Bill 
Leonard, Molly Marshall, William 
Hendricks, Alan Culpepper, Furman 
Hewitt, Wayne Stacy and others pro­
vide thoughtful articles that challenge 
and encourage church staff people and 
laity alike. 

The articles are presented with the 
perspective that no one Baptist can 
speak for all Baptists on any subject. 
Yet, each voii.::e anticipates stimulating 
a dialogue among other Baptists. 
Wayne Hager 

: I I 
More Than Houses: How Habitat for 
Humanity is Transforming Lives and 
Neighborhoods. Millard Fuller. Word 
Publishing, 2000. 303 pages. $12.99. 
♦♦♦♦♦ 

Since 1976, Habitat for Humanity 
has been building houses for needy fam­
ilies. Started in Americus, Ga., Habitat 
is now an international organization, 
and one Habitat house is completed in 
the world every 30 minutes. 

Almost from the beginning, Habitat 
founder Millard Fuller has been writ­
ing about the incredible ministry. In this, 
his seventh book, he does more than 
share the basicfacts, figures and basis 
for the Habitat ministry. This book 
shows how Habitat is doing more than 
just building houses but also is chang­
ing communities and individual lives. 

Volunteers around the 
world submitted stdries to 
Fuller for consideration. The 
stories you would expect are 
about the people who re­
ceived Habitat houses. 

The unexpected stories 
are the ways the lives of vol­
unteers have been changed. 
People have discovered 
whole new ways of looking 
at life and their neighbors as 
they swing a hammer for Habitat. Full­
er's book is really an appeal for people 
to allow the transforming power of 
Christ to work as they give of them­
selves to others. 

This is an excellent book to put in 
the hands of potential volunteers and 
church leaders to help them see that they 
are not beginning an effort of charity, 
but one of life-transforming possibili­
ties. People who have volunteered with 
Habitat will see themselves and others 
they have worked with in many of the 
stories. Wa)'.ne Hager 

Escape from Church, Inc.: The Return 
of the Pastor-Shepherd. £. Glenn 
Wagner. Zondervan Publishing, 1999. 
254 pages. $16.99. ♦♦♦ 

ln the introduction to his book, 
Glenn Wagner states that "North Amer­
ica is the only continent where the 
church is not growing; it is not even 
keeping pace with population growth." 
Why? "It's because we have bought into 
gimmicks and programs .... But we have 
forgotten the basics of what it means to 
be the church ahd do ministry." 

Wagner's thesis is that the church is 
all about relationships-relationship 
with God, one another and a lost world. 
Within that web of relationships, the 
pastor's primary role is that of shep­
herd-one who looks after the sheep, 
seeks their welfare, protects them from 

harm and equips them for 
ministry. He argues that the 
Bible's guiding image for the 
pastor is that of a shepherd, 
therefore, pastors should 
build their core identity 
around the shepherd motif. 

The strength of his work 
is his biblical examination of 
pastoral leadership and its 
application to the modern 
church. At times he is repet­

itive. Yet, when proposing a paradigm 
shift, perhaps repetition is necessary. 

I also found his chapter on "The Call 
of God" to be an excellent description 
of what it means to be called, as well as 
an able defense of the necessity of"the 
call" for both the pastor and the church. 

Wagner is to be commended for 
challenging the flood of contemporary 
advocates for the pastor as leader, 
prophet or visionary. While acknowl­
edging these are part of the role, he con­
tends the shepherd should be the guid­
ing image. Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Hplladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay • 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay01@aol.com 
or jwhager@surry.net 

Faith impacts writing a1Jd writing challenges faith, John 'Grisham: says 
By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baplist Standard 

WACO, Texas (ABP)-Research for his 
best-selling book "The Chamber'' changed 
JoQ.n Grisham's opinion on the deatQ 
pep'alfy;}Je told a Baylor Upiversity 
audienw the morning after Texas: exectJted 
ffs ninth'inmate this year. 

Gri§ham made a rare public speechto a 
capacity crowd at Baylor Feb. 25 as parfof 
ar inter.national conference on writing and 
spirltuality. He spoke just hours after the 
execution of Betty Beets. 

In preparation for writing 0 The ... 
• Chamber," Grisham made frequent visits to 
. de~throw at the Mississippi State .•• + .. •. 
Penitenti~ry. He got to know the guardsJhe 
i.9mates and the stories of some of th'e • •• 
convicted killers' victims, he said. 
' • During ohe of those death-chamber 
visits-a night visit not normally allowed­
just he and a lone guard stood inside the 
tiny, anti&eptic room. ' 

"I read somewhele that you're a 
, qhrtsUa_n,"'the guard said. ... . . T 

._. '. /lY~s; ·1 am;'' replied Grisham, a lifelong 
• • rq ·Baptistand aftiYll layman;!l 

jqfnkUesy~ woul.d apprg~~ 
, , o here?'' the guard askeq:µ;t 

The answer Grisham gave, he satdi was 
' ;; differentthan what he would have,said 

. x;:,}·· -- , - . ·'"' • 

before he started visiting death row. And it 
was different from what he had learned 
growing up in the Baptist church. 

"No," Grisham said. "(don't think that's 
what Jesus taught." , , 

Then the gµard oad·anotger question; 
one.Grisham said he,never3vas asked· 
before'and never has been asked since. 
+'Well, then," the gu,~rdCsaJg, "who do 

you believe in . ,Jesus'or the state of 
Mississippi?'' · , . • .. 

Grisham told th(Baylor audience he 
now struggles with'confficted emotions on 
the death penalty. On one hand, he doesn't 
believe killing other humans is what Jesus 
taught, he said. "Bufat the sanie time, with 
every executjcmtg_ere's ~sens~ that justice 

/has been done, arid I c~ri'.tescape it" 
, .. The death-row ~xperJence is' just one of 
many ways faith influences his writing of 
novels and writing nov¢1s challenges his 
faith, Grisham said. • •• 

He probably wouldn't even be a novelist 
if it weren't for a concern for social justice, 
he explained. • • 

Early in his careeca§ ai1att9rney in 
Mississippi; he spen(m~riy hours hanging 
around th~ _localco4tl!iqu~e.~rd listening 

ri'Jo;trials, h~~aidi19ffe'~~¼·~·~?ear~the • 
;;\\estimony'ofawornati'.wh~'tiail· been 

raped, and the;tra,giCstoryof..what -had 
happened as ar~,sultofth~trape was so 

=rr•t'tt: 

compelling he felt he must write it down. Grisham recounted how.he was called 
"I satdown late one night and wrote the_ away from his duties as a Sunday school 

first page ofwhat would become 'A Time teacher to 3-year-cilds one morning. He had 
to Kill,"' he recalled. He never had written a just returned from a store where he had 
oook before and had no intentions of gone to pick up Juice and crac~~rs for the 
becorr,iing,~;noveHst. .· preschool department, wo~nhis wife told 

"lyva;rtep, so desperately to ca~tureJhis him 10 call his age9t iirJmediat~fy ... 
s,tory," ,h~Jecalllld. "But I didn't know if 1'.d _ A bidding war had. begun over the movie 
fini$h .it." i&.< . • • rights to "The Firm," even though Grisham 

After thiee years of late-night writing, never had submitted it to a studio aod the 
he had a novel but couldn't find a • book had not been published. Grisham 
publisher; He was rejected by about 15 <!Uthorized his agent to taRe the highest bid, 
publfshers and the same number of literary .. and then he went back to church. 
agents,' he said\ v" The worship service that day lasted 

When he finally found an agent willing forever, Grisham recalled. After a long 
t9 shqp the book around, it took the agent ' sermon, observance of th-e Lord's. Supper 
a fuU yea~fo secure a publisher. . > .. • and three baby dedications; oe arrived 

'&hjle ~aiting for-"A Time to Kill" to get · home. at 12:3.0 p.m. and foulld'the 
publistied; Grisham wrote his second' • telephone ripging: It was bisagent The 
book, "Th~ Firrn.'' After first reading the movie rights had been.,~old;for $600,000. 
manuscript; Jli(agent urged him to spice it Though life foreverchanged since that 
up withJnore sex and profanity. •• moment, Grisham has maintained a ••·- , 

"l'.rii'ilot going to do that," Grisham sorriewhat normal lifestyle: volunteering as 
responded . . /' .. commissioner of his community's little 

"Fine,'\the agent finally submitted.And League and participatingJnmission trips to 
1hen .. notging happened for months;The.w+ Central America, , +L,,, 1i; A • , • , 
agent,,Gri~harry,said, would. not '' ' ..... He is careful to dis.tip§pish himself as a 
aggrn~~i¥~Jy.,pY01J1ote th_e bo.ok withqut .the)t .. ·iChri~tian who .. happens;!p)9~~~writerrat~er 

;,sauqi~rtij~Qte,gf. ~.e thought was_,ne,_c~~s~fyD&l~\thap,awriter. of ·.C~ristia~fJit¢t~Nre;;Sti.11, }" 
:',Tft!ij:\y;flgnown tO Grisham;' scfrri~orie · J> taith-:does 1nfluence·his'wrifirig,-altho1Jgh 

stoleac9pY'bfthe manuscript and toQk_it "you can't preach toomuph'~.in popular 
to HollMdod. That change'd everything:'.·· fiction, he admitted. '"' • ••• • ' 

·::::-:: .: · _,,._ •• ,,., .. ,.,\ :::::: ·. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

■ A new church in 
Framingham, Mass., that 

is moving to a new 
location this week. The 
• church plans its first 

worship service for 
Easter, according to 

church planters Richard 
Henry and Vinnie 

Cappetta. 

■ Four students needed 
to work in Boston this 

summer planting 
• churches. 

■ Missionary Pauline 
Eardensohn and a 

Tanzanian Baptist who 
feel an increasing 
burden to develop 

stronger ministries to 
children in Mbeya, 
Tanzania. A recent 

children's rally drew 200 
children. 

■ Students in Tanzania 
involved in theological 

education by extension 
as they prepare to be 

leaders in local 
churches. 

■ Leaders who are 
preparing to lead a True 

Love Waits seminar, 
March 17-19 in 

Tanzania. 

■ Baptist students in 
Warsaw, Poland, who 

are concentrating 
evangelistic efforts on 

one college dorm in the 
city. "Pray for openness 

of the dorm directors for 
the work being done in 

the dorm, for the use of 
the large room and for 

permission to have 
activities there," a 
missionary writes. 

~ 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ BOWLING GREEN-Burton 
Memorial Church will host an Ex­
periencing God weekend March 10-
12 for all ages. The first session will 
begin March 10 at 6:45 p.m. To pre­
register, call (270) 842-1931. Tom 
Cummings is pastor. 

Living Hope Church will host its 
Easter pageant April 12 and 14-16. 
For information and tickets, call (270) 
843-9462. Dave Love is minister of 
music. 
■ BURLINGTON-James God­
sey, 71, former pastor of Burlington 
Baptist Church for 25 years, died 
Feb. 23. Godsey also was pastor 'of 

Dover Church in Shelby County, 
Pleasant Hill Church in Somerset 
and Loyall Church in Harlan Coun­
ty. 
■ EAST BERNSTADT-East 
Bernstadt Church will host the Lau­
rel River Baptist Association evan­
gelism rally March 20 at 7 p.m. Bill 
Mackey, executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, will 
be the guest preacher. For more in­
formation, call (606) 864-9441. Roy 
Faulkner is director of missions. 
■ HARRODSBURG-Lewis 
Walter, pastor of Pioneer Church, 
will retire March 12. A retirement 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Full-time minister of 

music and youth. Please send resume 
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506, 
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search 
Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Growing church 12 miles north 
of Bow ling· Green. Send resume to: Dr. 
Tom Stokes, Oakland Baptist Church, 
PO Box 154, Oakland, KY 42159. Or 
call (270) 563-4011. 

SEEKING: Youth minister for a 
vibrant, growing suburban church. 
Youth group of 80+ has significant op­
portunity for growth. Seminary degree 
required. Send resume and cover letter 
indicating general philosophy of youth 
ministry to: First Baptist Church of 
NewportNews, 12716WarwickBlvd., 
Newport News, VA 23606. Or submit 
documents via e-mail by sending them 
to staff@fbcnn.org. 

SEEKING: Pastor oflay ministries 
and pastoral care to coordinate, super­
vise and provide leadership and encour­
agement to all lay ministries of the 
church. Also, to provide training and 
serve as a resource for ministries whose 
responsibilities are to provide care for 
those with various spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs. Send resume with 
references to: Personnel Committee, 
Living Hope Baptist Church, 1805 
Western Ave., Bowling Green, KY 
42104. For church profile: www.lhbg. 
org. 

SEEKING: FBC,Bronston, Ky., is 
prayerfully seeking applications for pas­
tor. Please send resume to: Pastor 
Search Committee, FBC, 401 Highway 
790, Bronston, KY 42518. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth pastor 
for Lake View Baptist Church, 320 
Drake Road, Fairview Heights, IL 
62208 (St. Louis area). Contact person: 
Nancy Hodge, (618) 235-4000. Fax re­
sume to (618) 235-9828. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and education. Comprehensive 
benefits package. Experience preferred 
but not mandatory. Send resume to: 
Pleasant View Baptist Church, 1834 
U.S. 70E, Morganton, NC 28655, or fax 
to (828) 437-2103. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send 
resume to: Piney Grove Baptist Church, 

• ·ro Box 1563, Corbin, KY 40701,Attn: 
Pastor Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Bivocational pastor. 
Please send resume to: Search Commit­
tee, West Covington Baptist Church, 
1003 Highway Ave., Covington, KY 
41011. 

SEEKING: New Hope Baptist 
Church, a small, rural, conservative 
(KJV) Eastern Kentucky church, is 
searching for a bivocational pastor. 
Contact: Pulpit Committee, PO Box 62, 
West Liberty, KY 41472. Stephen 
Howard, (606) 743-7437. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister. Send resume to Jeff Anders, 
Eastern Gate Baptist Church, PO Box 
6686, Shepherdsville, KY 40165. 

SEEKING: First Baptist, Taylors­
ville, seeks energetic, self-motivated 
minister of youth and young adults (full­
time ). Prefer college and/or seminary 
training. Send resume with references 
to: Youth Search Committee, First Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 446, Taylorsville, 
KY40071. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary/of­
fice assistant. Self-starter to assist with 
desktop publishing (newsletters, flyers, 
brochures, programs, etc.) and other 
clerical work. Responsible for bulk 
mailings several times a year. Salary 
plus benefits (health and life insurance, 
retirement). Knowledge of Southern 
Baptist churches helpful. Send resume 
and samples of publishing work to: 
Brenda Price, Kentucky Woman's Mis­
sionary Union, PO Box 436569, Louis­
ville, KY 40253-6569. 

SEEKING: Allen/Monroe Associ­
ation has an opening for director of mis­
sions. Resumes will be accepted until 
April l. Please send resume to: Doug 
Cain, 3541 Finney Road, Glasgow, KY 
42141. 

SEEKING: First Baptist, Shep­
herdsville, is looking for a half-time 
minister of youth-great bi vocational 
or seminary student position. Contact: 
Personnel Committee, FBCS, 238 
Frank E. Simon Ave., Shepherdsville, 
KY 40165. (502) 955-7372. 

SEEKING: Edgewood Baptist 
Church of Nicholasville, Ky., is receiv­
ing resumes for the ministry position of 
minister of youth and education. Please 
forward resumes to: Kevin Lee, 717 
South Main St., Nicholasville, KY 
40356. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville, Ky., is prayerfully seek­
ing applicants for pastor. Please send 
resume to: FBC Pastor Search Commit­
tee, 1400 South Main St., Hopkinsville, 
KY42240. 

FOR SALE: Used diesel school­
buses, automatic transmission, air 
brakes, 65-passenger. Call Fisher Bus­
es at (502) 267-5191 or e-mail Fisher 
Buses@aol.com. 

18 WESTERN RECORDER ■ MARCH 7, 2000 

luncheon for Walters and his wife, 
Pat, will follow morning services. 
For information, call (606) 734-
2821. Walter will be available for 
supply, interims and revivals. To 
reach him, call (606) 734-5787. 
■ LEXINGTON-South Elkhorn 
Church called Phil Schultz as pas­
tor. Schultz previously served as a 
·chaplain at a rescue mission in Penn­
sylvania. Greg Waltermire served 
as interim pastor. 
■ LONDON-East Pittsburg 
Church called James Reese as pas­
tor. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Beechwood 
Church will host revival services 
March 15-19. Kirk Rowe will be 
the evangelist. For information, call 
(501) 895-3439. Robert Blackburn 
is pastor. 

John White, minister of music 
and worship arts at St. Matthews 
Church, has resigned to accept a 
similar position with a church in 
Richmond. Les Hollon is pastor. 
■ PADUCAH-First Church will 
host a conference for parents, chil­
dren and youth workers and youth 
March 25, 8 a.m.-4:15 p.m. Confer­
ence sessions are for parents, Sun­
day school, discipleship leaders, 
adult volunteers, ministers to stu­
dents and pre-teens and teenagers. 
For reservation information, call 
(270)442-2728. Kevin McCallon is 
pastor: 
■ WHITLEY CITY-First Church 
will host revival services March 12-
15. Bill Jaggers will be the evange­
list. For information, call (606)376-
2418. 

Kentucky magician warns 
against world~s sinful illusions 

ST. LOUIS-As a performance 
magician, Louisville minister Dav­
id Garrard knows first-hand not to 
take everything at face value. 

Last month he took that message 
to Missouri Baptist College as guest 
speaker for the school's Christian 
scholar lecture program. 

Many speakers open with clever 
anecdotes or vivid illustration, but 
Garrard grabbed students' attention 
by shredding a newspaper. 

. Every eye watched carefully as 
he folded the pieces and then opened 
a whole newspaper. After using il­
lusions to build rapport with the stu­
dents, he hit them with his message, 
"Dancing with Deception." 

Garrard encouraged discernment 
and skepticism against the sinful "il­
lusions" of the world. He exposed 
myths about phony psychics, horo­
scopes and other false supernatural 
claims. The speaker/performer 
warned Christians to guard against 
subtle deceptions that can manipu­
late someone before he or she real­
izes it. 

"A simple interest often leads to in­
volvement, first hand-in-hand," said 
Garrard, a minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louis­
ville. 'Then suddenly, almost before 
we know it, we find ourselves in a 

close embrace, and the next thing we 
know, we are dancing cheek to 
cheek." 

Student Sarah Hayes said, "It was 
eye opening to see how easily we are 
deceived. I found it interesting that 
a master of illusion was the one to 
expose the father of all lies." 

Garrard has used the entertain­
ment of magic to delivering a gos­
pel message for more than 30 years. 

Garrard's father was a Baptist 
minister who enticed his son to mag­
ic with his own pastime of illusions. 
The younger Garrard developed this 
hobby at an early age, but he 
dreamed of following his father's 
footsteps into the ministry. 

Subjects like magic once were ta­
boo in Christian circles. But Gar­
rard's presentations show how illu­
sion and ministry can go hand in 
hand as he speaks in churches, con­
ventions and business settings 
across the nation. 

He also uses his talent as a subtle 
evangelistic tool when he entertains 
at corporate functions and seminars. 

"As Christians, we need to realize 
if we allow anything or anyone to be­
come a substitute for God and our de­
pendence upon Him, we are dancing 
with deception," he said. "And that 
kind of dance is always deadly." 

City reverses limit on church's work with poor 
POR1LAND, Ore. (RNS)-The ter, day-care center and Indochinese 

Portland, Ore., City Council voted Socialization Center. • .• 
unanimously last week to overtum . "We a.re not saying this popl!la-
an attendance lirajt put on_a United tion should not be served,'' ·sai_d 
Methodist church whose feeding neighbor Lis, Long. ''Y{e ar~ ~y­
program ~or the poor· has spark;ed, jng 'this population should no(~ . .· 
,c0ntt;ove~)' J A , • . • : ~erve<j across from our public park;}\'; 

\;,t '1'fle~tten~lit.pit h~ .~~,:\.;;'~d-•ollf .e1¢mentary sc~l.:'.;,;;rv)i?;.r, ·; 
!:. attention frorli·,ma.ny. pe<>,ple c~rl, .. ';;i,J'cw The church presented ·a plahJo • 
• cern¢d apoQt constitutional issues <, adc!ress concerns of thy n,.etgbbots 

involvjng government entangle- •· arid the council used it as tru: basis 
mehtwith religion. ;•,, • for negotiations be.tween church . 
· ;1t was a dunib tnistake," City members and residents~Associlited 

Col1lnlissioner Charlie Hales said Press· reported. . •.• . 
about the January decision by city ... The plan calls for the chur9b to 
hearings officer Elizabeth Nor- provide access to its key chi.J(Ch 
mand. "It's. not a legal issue. It's c9ntacts and decision~mal<ers, en­
common-sense issue." , < .. ..fo'tce zero tolerance of d~roptivef 

Nwmand's ruling had plaped a ' :bet).avior, increase voluntee:rJoot 
li.mi\of 70'people on those,_wbo { p;itr9Is .arot1Jtd tbe peighbo,rh9od 
cpuld attend worship'° services . . It ., d_gring the meal program and.devels 
also placed conditions on the oper- op guidelines for providing servic­
ation of the church's nighttime she!- es to poor ancl transient people. 

• 



Oklahoma City 
chaplain 'retires' 
to train others 

OKLAHOMA CITY (BP)-A 
lead chaplain during the Oklaho­
ma City bombing has taken early 
retirement to train others for such 
disaster counseling. 

At the time of the bombing of 
the Alfred P. Murrah Federal 
Building in Oklahoma <:::ity April 
19, 1995, Joe Williams was direc­
tor of chaplaincy for the Baptist 
General'Convention of Oklahoma, 
and heavily -involved in chaplain­
cy work himself. 

After the bombing, in addition 
to his work at the Baptist building, 
Williams became chaplain for peo­
ple in crisis across Oklahoma and 
the nation. That's one of the rea­
sons ·tte' S Te tiring a few years ear­
lier than planned. 

"The bombing changed my 
life," Williams said. He added that 
because he has become so in­
volved with people who have been 
through crisis, he is comfortable 
relating with them. 

Williams, 64, who retired 
March 1, has established the Cri­
sis Intervention Institute, which 
will conduct seminars and training 
in tr~umatology, compassion fa­
tigue; ·disaster preparedness and 
response to violence. 
- Before the bombing, Williams 

was busy with chaplaincy pro­
grams in the military, health care, 
institutions, business and industry 
and law enforcement. His work­
load has increased to include or­
ganizing and helping victims, 

. families and. rescue and recovery 
personnel cope with disasters. 

He has ·organized workshops 
and seminars on crisis intervention. 
In the past two years, as violence 
erupted on school campuses, he 
has spoken around the country on 
preparation for disaster. 

Williams recalled that after the 
federal building bombing, he 
checked in at the site with the FBI 
command center, met with Okla­
homa City police chaplain Jack 
Poe, organized the work briefly 
and then went into the "pit" where 
rescue workers were carrying out 
bodies and body parts. 

"We as~igned at least two chap­
lains to the pit for a 'ministry of 
presen~e• as long as they were 
bringing out victims," Williams 
recalled, • . 

He worked at the bombsite 12 
to 14,liours.a ,dayfor 19days. 

Besides. coordinating 225 chap­
lains, Williams made regular calls 
at the command center that housed -
all federal agencies. He -also was 
involved in debriefing sessions 
for recovery personnel and FBI 
agents. 

"I µever experienced the result 
of people praying for me like I did 
at that time," Williams noted. "I 
went to bed late, and woke up re­
freshed at 6 a.m. Only prayer could 
have done that." 

Fot infoqnation about the Cri­
sis Intervention Institute, call ( 405) 
848-3139, or e-mail jwilliarns63 l 9 
@cs.com. 

PEOPLE 
Seminary, penitentiary team up for ministry 
By Shannon Baker 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary 

' ANGOLA, La. (BP)-As the Loui-
siana State Penitentiary inmates sang, 
their faces shined. •, 

With hands raised toward heaven, 
the men clad in black gowns-and caps 
celebrated the first four-year graduation 
service ever to be held at the Angola 
prison. ._. 

'Tm trading my sorrows," they 
sang. "I'm trading my shame. I'm lay­
ing them downfor the joy of the Lord." 

Trading as many as two to four years 
of intensive biblical studies in exchange 
for djplomas adorned with their names, 
these 21 inmates received unqergradu­
ate degrees from New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

The Angola extension ·center, set 
amid 18,000 acres of farmland enclosed 
by barbed wire and steel bars, is one of 
16 centers the seminary, operates. 

The center was started in 1995 after 
hundreds of prisoners completed the 
"Experiencing God~' Bible study and 
wanted more education to prepare 
themselves for ministering within pris­
on congregations. 

'The extension center at Angola was 
birthed out of a dream to reach our en­
tire state of Louisiana for Christ," said 
Thomas Strong, dean of the seminary's 
college of undergraduate studies. 

"The students who graduated are 
men whose faith in Christ is genuine 
and who are determined to reach the 
world in which they now find them­
selves for Christ," Strong noted. 

"In here, you cannot fake Christian­
ity," said inmate graduate John Shee­
han. "People are watching 24 hours a 
day." 

Now with more than 100 students, 
the seminary program benefits not just 
graduates, but the rest of the prison pop­
ulation, Sheehan said. "Angola is prob­
ably one of the best-evangelized pris­
ons, but it needs people to be shep-
herds." • ' • • 

"Welcome to the place where men 
are not ashamed of the gospel, to be 
judged, to agree, to repent and see God's 
grace," said John Robson, director of 
the Angola extension center, at the cer­
emony's beginning. "Welcome to a 
place where men pray by giving up their 
struggle and center down and rest in 
Hirn." 

Seminary president Chuck Kelly 

told graduates and family members, "I 
have told your story everywhere I have 
been." 

Kelley reminded the prisoners that 
most of the second half of Paul's min­
istry was in a prison cell. "His most sig­
nificant work, including his letters writ­
ten to the outside that became a large 
portion of the New Testament, occurred 
when he was in prison." 

Often known as one of the nation's 
bloodiest prisons, this maximum-secu­
rity facility has more than 5,000 pris­
oners who face the daily grind ofliving 
out their sentences, 85 percent of whom 
will never walk out of Angola alive. 

Joseph Stevenson, a seminary grad­
uate and an inmate for 22 years who 
himself is serving a life sentence, said 
he has seen the prison go from a_ "bloody 
prison to what we see today," pointing 
to the culmination of the hard work and 
God's direction in the lives of seminary 
graduates. . 

Michael Canady, strategy coordina­
tion director for the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, summarized the Angola 
graduation in these words: "On this 
momentous occasion, we are seeing 
lives changing, all because of the gos­
pel of Jesus Christ." 

"In here, you 
cannot fake 
Christianity. 
People are 
watching 24 hours 
a day." 
Inmate John Sheehan, a 
graduate of New Orleans 
• Baptjst Theological 
Seminary's extension 
center at tbe Louisiana 
State Penitentiary 

Volunteer helps repair parsonage, then God·_calls 
By Todd Deaton • 
South Carolina Baptist Courier 

I !! • 

CHESTER, S.C. (BP)-After a 
mission trip to renovate a parsonage, a 
layman later discovered he had been 
working on his future home. 

Curtis Marshall, a veteran school­
teacher of 31 years, went with a con­
struction team from First Baptist 
Church of Duncan, S.C., to renovate a 
rural church's parsonage near Chester, 
S.C., a church facing difficult times. 

Marshall recalled joking with the 
mission project's leader, Monty Sand­
ers, "Who in the world would live in 
this mess?" 

When the work was completed, God 
had a surprise: Marshall would. 

'There was an attraction," Marshall 
recalled. Orrs Baptist Church remind­
ed him of one in Tennessee he had at­
tended while in college. "As I met more 
people from Orrs Church, the Lord 
seemed to be saying, 'Say something to 
somebody."' 
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One night during a prayer service 
back at First Baptist, he did. Marshall 
approached Linda Clark, .wife of the 
pastor. She had grown up in the Orrs 
church, where her grandmother is a 
member. "Do you think the folks at Orrs 
would consider an old, worn-out school­
teacher?" Marshall asked. 

"I can't think of anyone who I'd 
want more to be my grandmother's pas­
tor," she replied. 

After speaking with Orrs' deacon 
chairman, Larry Wilson, Marshall was 
called in June 1998. 

"I don't know what type of pastor's 
wife I'll make," Marshall's wife, Joan, 
told him, "but if you feel God is calling 
you, I'll go." • 

Mrs. Marshall has adjusted well, her 
husband said, citing an experience from 
her visit to a hospitalized church mem­
ber who voiced concern that his crop of 
corn might ruin in the field. The next 
day, the member's wife was surprised 
when Mrs. Marshall came to their home 
to "pull and put up" the corn. 
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Early on, the MarshaHs Were inter­
ested in being missionaries and attend­
ed Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. But they settled in 
Duncan and took teaching positions. 

Marshall has begun 'comple~ing his 
seminary education. "I felt the Lord was 
saying, 'You need to finish something 
you started a long time ago."' 

Since his arrival at Orrs· :Baptist, 
worship attendance has grown to 75, 
with 15 additions, ranging in age from 
5 to 70. Marshall has restored the Sun­
day night discipleship-program, offer~ 
ing two "Experiencing God" classes 
and TeamKid. 

"I really enjoy seeing the excitement· 
of the people," Marshall said. "I see 
them doing things that indicate they 
believe that God has them here for a 
reason- to reach the people of Chester 
for Christ. 

'The people at Orrs are a good and 
caring congregation," he added. 'They 
just needed someone to go and love 
them." 
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... • "I feel if the women ar{reached with the 
·• gospel bfJesus,Christ, we will be a mighty 
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passion of the East with the financial ecently in Colorado Springs, invited 
local church to speak to Westernwomen 
about evangelism efforts in tpeir,tountries. 

women andchilq,ren are won to faith iri ... 
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. resources of the West to create. a synergy to 
propel the gqspel,'.' Langley said. 
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Top 10 Reasons to Use the 
Western Recorder's 

• Ch11rch l\Tewspage Plan 

10. It's easier to create than anynewsletter you 're doingnow. 

9. Members get more for their money than just a newsletter; 
they get a world of helpful news, features arid perspectives. 

8. It's on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps 
you keep on top of communicating with church members. 

7. There's somethingfor eve.zyone. The Western Recorder isn't 
just a denominational paper; it's a reader-friendly paper full of 

. practical resources for Christian living . 

6. It gives perspective. If you're concerned about church mem­
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West­
ern Recorder is a must. 

5~ We'll make you look great. The Western Recorder staff will 
work with you to create an attractive layout and show you 
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week. 

4~ Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make • 
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the 
Recorder routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps 
they've received. 

3. We'll work with the Post Ofti.ce, so you don't have to. 

· 2. We'll do it your way; The Recorder publishes newspages a 
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We 
can meet your needs. 

1. We'll save your church money; Most churches currently 
publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save 
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by publishing.their 
newsletter on the Western Recorder . 

.. .. Call (502) 244-6473 today for details. 
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