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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CH'RISTIAN LIVING 
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Consulttlats: 
Strong;,P/1:,itl!lJ~S 
•wi//·be'fleilblti' 
on all but Jesus 
By Steve Devane 
North Carolina Biblical Recorder 

RALEIGH, N.C. (ABP)­
Churches that thrive in the 21st 
century will be centered on Jesus 
but flexible about almost every­
thing else; two authors and 
church consultants said at a re­
cent seminar. 

Church leaders must ask 
themselves, "What is it about my 
experience with Jesus that this 
community cannot live withQut?" 
according to BillEasumand Tom 
Bandy, consultants with Easum, 
Bandy and Associates and the 

t authors of,,"Growi.ng ,Spirltual 
t, Redwoods. , , < ,, . . 

,, Eas\lm concenµat~1Qn chlU­
l~n~ing . particip~ts '\ tpirt!tin~ 
while Bandy talked about practi­
cal ways to lead cpange in 

1 churches. ' , 
Easum said the world ls mov­

ing into a "pre-Christian" era. He 
said Christianity.in the 21st centu-
ry would lookmore like the first 
century than the 20th .. 

He noted that .his new book 
"Lead,~rship Oil the.:(?,er~ide;" 
"'.ltlch is due out !~e.i;;~~ year, 
took fo11; years to wiit~;+i;f,f." ,, ..... , , 

,, ''Every time l di~oy~tedalaw • ·1 
of leadership, it changed;t''he said. i: 
."There are no more laws or lead­
ership." There are some clues to 
leadership, he added. b1.1tthey are 
''hidden in the hearts of spiritual­
ists and mystics who ayoid our 
churches liketheplague." 

"We've lost our heart and soul 
and all we're worriedaboiitis cor­
rect theology/' ~e sajd: + ' 

Pastors uride! age 30 who .!ll'e 
leading growin~ churches share 
similar charactenstics, F.asum said. 

The young pastors have Jesus 
at the center of their mission, and 
Jesus is the only absolute, Easum 
said. 

The pastors are passionate. 
They are "rabid about Jesus 
Christ," Easum said. 

"These pastors don't build 
churches," he said. ''They live to 
transform indivi;duals <!Ild society.'' 
The pastors are also innovative. 
They • make mistakes and learn 
from them, Easum said. 

"When they hear, 'We've nev­
er done it that way before,' .they 

, know that's the way it's got to be 
done," he said. "It's like waving a 
red flag in front of a bull!' 

While the pastor~ are focused 
.on Jesus, they rely onlheirintuition 
about effective m~th9c!s, Easum 

i'::ltta9ei~~·:St?~iiig'.peo; 4 

ple, •butrather,h~lpJt,f.,peop)e be 
tra:n~formed b Go(!; he' adqect • ,'. ,, ,, y . . ,, . .. ,, 

Easum said clergy shouldn't 
spend time visiting people in the 
□ See Authors: Strong;;., page 6 
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MISSION TRIP Nine Campbellsville University students traveled to Malta during their spring break for a sports mission trip. 
■ Above: Bruce Wart shows a Maltese girt how to hold basketball before She shoots for the basket taken during a basketball 
clinic. ■ Below: Heather Nunn (right) talks with students. (/MB photos by Sandy King) 

Students: Malta spring trip found God at work 
By Tobin Perry 
SBC International Mission Board 

FLORIANA, Malta-While the 
rest of her teammates battled for 
rebounds on the basketball court 
and scurried around on the soccer 
field, Heather Nunn sat with three 
new Maltese friends. 

Instead of an athletic battle, 
Nunn was involved in an encoun­
ter with eternal consequences. 

After some small talk, the girls 
from a secondary school in Naxxar, 
Malta, inquired about the meaning 
ofNunn's sports ministry major. 

Nunn told them she travels 
around the world to tell people that 
Jesus loves them. In a mostly Ro­
man Catholic country, this caught 
the girls' attention. Nunn went on 
to tell them how they can have a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 

"One thing that was difficult 
was they kept agreeing with me 
like they knew what I was talking 
about," said Nunn, a member of 
Hyland Church in Henderson. "I 
know they have some form of 
Jesus, but I don't think they get the 
fact that they can have a personal 
relationship with Him." 

Nine students from the Camp­
bellsville University Baptist Student 
Union spent a week playing sports 
and sharing their love of Jesus Christ 
during their spring break in March. 
The team spent seven days in Malta 
playing basketball at different ven­
ues, teaching at sports clinics and 
telling the people of Malta about 

how to have a personal relationship 
with Christ. 

Last spring break, through a 
friend who knew Southern Baptist 
missionaries and Kentucky Baptists 
Earl and Robin Pinkston, Camp­
bellsville students Bruce Warf and 
Brandon Carrier learned of the need 
for sports teams to minister in Mal­
ta, a country made up of three most­
ly Roman Catholic islands in the 
Mediterranean Sea. For the next 
year, the two spearheaded the effort 
to put the team and trip together. 

There are only 400 evangelicals 
among the 370,000 people in Mal­
ta. Known throughout Europe for 
its impressive Roman Catholic 
churches and religious art, many 
assume the country· already is 
evangelized. But according to 
evangelicals in the country, few 

Maltese have a personal relation­
ship with Jesus Christ. 

"When we first got here I person­
ally found some of the churches in­
timidating. The large paintings and 
the gold and silver (are here), but I 
believe Jesus is really needed here," 
said Warf, a member of Central Bap­
tisf Church in Cumberland. "The 
people of this nation need a strong 
personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ. They have a belief in their 
religion, bui they are struggling day­
to-day. They need that love for 
Christ." 

But with the help of two flashy 
ball routines that the team·practiced 
twice a week at 7:30 a.m., the stu­
dents found that sports opened doors 
to tell the Maltese people about 
Christ. 
□ See Students say they ... , page 9 
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Southern reconsiders plan to close child care center 
"The aim of this 
task team is to 

-point toward the 
goal of having an 

ongoing program in 
child care. One 

way or another, we 
need to meet these 

needs." 
Southern Seminary 
President Al Mohler 

By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-Plans to shut 
down Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary's Child Development Cen­
ter prompted sharp outcries from con­
cerned parents and staff members last 
week and a swift response from sem­
inary president Al Mohler. 

Seminary officials announceg 
plans April 4 to close the school's 
child care program effective July 31. 
Three days later, Mohler pledged to 
keep the center open at least one more 
year while seminary leaders study 
long-term options. to meet the semi­
nary community's child care needs. 

The initial announcement came in 
a letter distributed to parents of chil­
dren enrolled at the child care center 
on Southern's Louisville campus. 
Several students and child care staff 
members immediately questioned the 
seminary's motivation for the action. 

The child care center, founded in 
1971, currently serves 69 children, in­
cluding 60 from the seminary commu­
nity. The center is located in a two­
story building that formerly housed 
the seminary's school of church mu­
sic. The facility reportedly needs more 
than $1 million in renovations to re­
main open. 

Calling the April 4 action "a painful 

decision," Mohler said, "It was just a 
business decision. We could not come 
up with a business plan with adequate 
income for the center. We' re in a com­
petitive market like everyone else." 

The decision to close the center was 
made by the seminary's IO-member 
executive cabinet which includes 
Mohler, four vice presidents and five 
deans. Their decision followed a study 
on renovation costs by the trustees' real 
estate committee. 

"I stand behind the (initial) decision 
that was made, given the information 
we had, and I certainly stand behind the 
proposal and actions laid out today," 
Mohler said during a hastily convened 
press conference April 7. 

In the April 4 letter to parents, Den­
nis Williams wrote, "If the seminary did 
the renovation, the cost to the parents 
to use the center for their children would 
be prohibitive." Williams is dean of 
Southern' s school of Christian educa­
tion and leadership which is responsi­
ble for the center's operation. 

Responding in an April 5 letter to 
Mohler, Mim Dunlap called Williams' 
claim "ludicrous." 

Dunlap, whose children have attend­
ed the child care center the past two 
years, said she was insulted that Will­
iams "would presume to know my or 
any other seminary family's financial 
situation." 

~ ~e~ 
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"I married Greg for better or worse, never having 
any idea he could actually get any worse." 
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She said closing the center would 
force seminary families to use private, 
non-Christian day care centers, "spend­
ing the same 'cost prohibitive' dollars 
somewhere else." 

Dunlap's letter also questioned re­
cent cost increases for rent, tuition and 
other seminary-related expenses "if a 
seminary family's finances are such a 
grave concern." 

Dunlap noted that the center's an­
nounced closing came just one year af­
ter seminary officials unveiled a I 0-
year, $70 million campus master plan. 
"I can't help but wonder how another 
$1 million would be that difficult to 
raise," she wrote. 

Emphasizing the decision came af­
ter several months of review, Mohler 
said the child care center's future re­
mained unresolved amid last year's 
long-range plans. He said seminary of­
ficials have no plans to use the building 
for any other purpose. 

Mohler said the child care center is 
an auxiliary service designed to pay its 
own way. "It has not broken even for 
the last several years," he said, explain­
ing the center's budget "has been some­
what subsidized." 

He added, however, that the center's 
financial concerns appear to be "a re­
solvable budgetary situation." 

Countering claims that the initial 
decision was based on a belief by sem-

inary officials that mothers should stay 
home with their children, he added, 
"We are not philosophically opposed" 
to providing child care on campus. 

"We tiave reflected upon the infor­
mation we have gathered the last cou­
ple of days and we feel this is the right 
action," Mohler told reporters. He said 
he will ask trustees to establish a joint 
task team "to develop a long-term plan 
for meeting the child care needs of the 
seminary community." 

Mohler said the latest decision was 
made after meeting with parents and 
child care center staff members who 
voiced "some significant, very respon­
sible statements of concern and urgen­
cy." He acknowledged those two 
groups were not consulted by adminis­
trators prior to the earlier announce­
ment. 

Child Development Center teacher 
Christy Thomas was among several 
employees of the center who attended 
Mohler' s April 7 press conference on 
the front steps of the child care facility. 

"It was a mistake that he didn't talk 
to the staff and parents first," Thomas 
said. She added, however, that she is 
satisfied with Mohler' s latest announce­
ment. 

"I had no idea that this might hap­
pen this fast," she said. 'Tm very 
pleased, especially for the children. This 
is our ministry_'.' 

NAMB, Falwell partn,r to launch 
new 'flagship' church in Chicago 

CI-flCAGO (ABP)- The Southern 
Baptist North American Mission Board 
will give Jerry Falwell's Virginia 
church $250,000 over the next two 
years to help start a new "flagship" Bap­
tist congregation in suburban Chicago. 

Falwell's Thomas Road Baptist 
Church will match the $125,000 per 
year allocation from NAMB, creating 
an available pool of half a million dol-
1ars for the church start. 

Falwell and SBC officials said they 
hope the well-funded church start will 
create a congregation that within five 
years will duplicate itself through addi­
tional church starts. 

The partnership between NAMB 
and Falwell' s church is the first of five 
such agreements recently negotiated 
with Southern Baptist mega-churches. 
Other churches signed on to the plan 
include First Baptist Church of Orlan­
do, Fla.; First Baptist Church of Wood­
stock, Ga.; First Baptist Church of Eu­
less, Texas; and Prestonwood Baptist 
Church of Plano, Texas. 

"The basic thesis is that large 
churches know how to grow churches 
in cities and impact the cities," said 
Richard Harris, NAMB vice president 
of church planting. 

Sponsoring churches were asked to 
participate by NAMB President Bob 
Reccord during an annual meeting 
of mega-church pastors, said Doug 
Metzger, directorofNAMB's strategic 
focus cities emphasis. 

Falwell said Thomas Road Church 
chose Chicago because "we have a 
strong television constituency in Chica­
go" and "many, many write us wanting 
a good evangelistic, Bible-teaching 
church in the area." 

The Chicago-area church will be the 

"first serious attempt to reach the afflu­
ent area of Lake County" with the gos­
pel, according to Bob Ryan, director 
of missions for Lake County Baptist 
Association. 

Lake County lies at the northwest 
edge of metropolitan Chicago. Willow 
Creek Community Church, a non­
denominational mega-church known 
nationwide for its "seeker-sensitive" ap­
proach, is located in the same vicinity, 
just across the county line. 

A pastor for the new Baptist church 
has been handpicked by Falwell and 
approved by NAMB. Another full-time 
staff position already has been filled. 

'There has just been incredible mo­
mentum behind this," said Pastor Kevin 
Garber, who is a member of Thomas 
Road Baptist Church and is scheduled 
to earn a doctoral degree this spring at 
Falwell' s Liberty University . Garber 
and his family plan to move to Chicago 
in May. 

The four Baptist associations in the 
metro Chicago area are cooperating 
with the church start, as is the Illinois 
State Baptist Association. However, the 
state convention is not part of the fund­
ing. 

Falwell's formerly independent 
church joined the SBC in 1997 and con­
tributed $10,000 that first year to SBC 
causes through Southern Baptist Con­
servatives of Virginia, a new state con­
vention formed in opposition to the 
Baptist General Association of Virgin­
ia. 

Financial support of the SBC' s uni­
fied budget during the coming year at 
Thomas Road will be at least $100,000, 
Falwell said, which will be the first time 
the Cooperative Program has been in­
cluded in the church's budget. 
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Ministry offers local outreach with international flair 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE- The letter from 
California warmed Edna Keeling's 
heart. A Chinese student who former­
ly attended Hurstbourne Baptist 
Church with Keeling told of accept­
ing Jesus as Savior. 

The two women became acquaint­
ed through Friendship International 
Ministry, a Long Run Baptist Associ­
ation program that celebrates its 25th 
anniversary this month. 

This outreach strives to smooth ad­
justments to America for internation­
al visitors and immigrants·. It sponsors 
weekly classes in English, Bible study 
and other subjects ranging from quilt­
ing to citizenship. 

But volunteers say personal rela­
tionships are the key to spreading the 
gospel through practical means. 

"I don' t know how many lives I've 
touched," said Keeling, who has par­
ticipated in the ministry since its in­
ception. "I'll have to leave that to the 
Holy Spirit. But I've tried to touch 
them all with Christian love." 

Current director Gaye Rountree 
has been with Friendship Internation­
al only three years. But the first time 

she attended, she knew she would re­
turn. 

"It felt wonderful to be in a room 
full of people where I was hearing oth­
er languages spoken and seeing many 
different people," said Rountree, the 
daughter of missionaries. "It's easy to 
be isolated where we live and not be 
aware of other people and places." 

Classes are held at Walnut Street 
Baptist Cpurch in Louisville. Al­
though the group offers more than a 
dozen special-interest subjects, the 
program revolves around English in­
struction, Rountree said. 

There are six levels, from introduc­
tory classes up to university-level prep­
aration. The 9:15 a.m.-to-noon sched­
ule divides into three periods, although 
the introductory English class meets all 
morning. 

It takes 50 volunteers to staff the 
program, which runs from September 
through May. Over the years, the 
director estimates the ministry has 
touched 2,000 internationals from 
more than 100 nations. 

Students come from a variety of age 
groups. They include visiting college 
students, health care workers, refugees 
and business people. Some move to 
Kentucky to join family members !iv-

inghere. 
While emphasizing education rath­

er than evangelism, Rountree sees the 
ministry as a low-key form of missions. 

Students are aware it is a Christian­
based organization, she said, and lead- . 
ers sometimes share the gospel. For in­
stance, a showing of the "Jesus" video 
last Easter resulted in several students 
asking for a copy of the video in their 
own language, she said. 

English classes coordinator Helen 
Wilson sees Friendship International as 
an opportunity to take part in missions. 

For example, one summer she taught 
English to a Czechoslovakian doctor, 
using a Southern Baptist, biblically­
based lesson book. That gave Wilson a 
chance to share her faith, although the 
woman didn't make a profession of 
faith. 

"I feel I'm getting to go overseas 
even though I'm in Louisville," said 
Wilson, a retired schoolteacher who at- · 
tends Baptist Tabernacle. "And, I'm 
grateful I can use my talents to teach 
people who really want to learn." 

But the ministry needs more than 
instructors. It opens each week with a 
15-minute fellowship, which can lead 
to long-lasting friendships. 

"We also want people who can de-

velop one-on-one relationships with 
people," said Rountree, a member of 
Crescent Hi\! Baptist Church. "That's 
where friendship comes in. We've.had 
volunteers who helped people get to the 
doctor or go grocery shopping. It's not 
set up, it just happens." 

Feedback often comes in the form 
of letters from former students. 

One Christmas a greeting came from 
Mexico, concluding, "You are a reason 
to believe in good people and in God." 

A young woman who was about to 
return to Japan wrote about how much 
harder her family's stay would have 
been without the ministry's help. "In 
Louisville we met, for the first time, 
people like you whose truthfulness is 
deep rooted in the firm belief of Chris­
tianity," she said. 

Students have touched volunteers' 
hearts, too. When Keeling's husband 
died three years ago, a former student 
and her mother flew over from Toyko 
to spend a week with her. 

'That floored me," she said. "We 
had a great time." 

Friendship International will hold an 
anniversary celebration April 26, 9:30 
a.m. to noon at Walnut Street Baptist 
Church. For more information, call 
Gaye Rountree (502) 327-6173. 

"I feel I'm getting 
to go overseas 
even though I'm in 
Louisville." 
Friendship International 
volunteer Helen Wilson 

DANVILLE- Baptists from 

Quarterly prayer meetings focus on awakening t Ya~t'i,Biiiii,i{i,;;,·,;,~;7c;;r1 
because people come from various ; tournament winners selected to hear from them what good thing 

God is doing in other parts of the 
state." 

throughout Kentucky will gather in 
Danville April 17-18 to pray for spir­
itual awakening all over the common­
wealth. 

places," he added. "It helps some of • • 
LOUISVILLhQuickrecall, polished presentation ~kHls 

and Bible knowledge. e~rned several Kentucky youth top.::,);,.· · 
honors and collf!ge.scholarships at the Kentucky Baptis' 
state yo~h Bible drill;~nd ~peakers' totirnamen~. The quarterly meetings have been 

held since January 1998 and are coor­
dinated by Larry Martin, missions 
growth team leader for the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. 

Attendance has ranged from about 
a dozen to 40, and participants praise 
the events for their inspiration. 

Nancy Dinsmore, a member of 
First Baptist Church of Somerset, said 
the meetings have shown her what is 
going on throughout Kentucky. "It's 
encouraging for us to see that broader 
picture," she said. "It's encouraging 

Her prayer parr-ier, Ann Niekirk, 
said she was enct" 1ged to see state 
Baptist leaders pa111c1pating in prayer. 

"There is a revival going on," she 
said. "It's across denominational 
lines." 

Carl Boyd said the meetings have 
deepened his own prayer life. 

"The meetings themselves have 
been to me personally some of the 
most meaningful experiences I have 
ever been a part of," said Boyd, direc­
tor of missions for Pike Baptist Asso­
ciation in Eastern Kentucky. 

"Also, it helps you to know some 
new brothers and sisters in the Lord 

our folks get t(i) know KBC leadership 
in deeper, more intimate relation­
ships." 

The emphasis on spiritual awaken­
ing is seen in prayer at the local and 
national levels, he said. "We do a lot 
of praying for the moral and ethical 
spiritual concerns of the nation," he 
said. "Leaders are uplifted in prayer, 
everything from the Southern Baptist 
Convention to the local pastor." 

Next week's meeting will be held 
at First Baptist Church of Danville. 
The church also is hosting a prayer 
seminar led by T.W. Hunt. For more 
information, call Larry Martin at (502) 
245-4101. 

Cumberland students spend their spring break in missions 
WILLIAMSBURG-More than 

60 Cumberland College students 
spent their spring break on mission 
trips throughout the central and east­
ern United States. 

Eight teams of students with the 
Baptist Student Union participated 
in Road Quest, a project that sent 
students on trips to undisclosed des­
tinations for missions activities . 

A team in Philadelphia sorted 
more than 3,000 pounds of dry 
goods and canned goods for a local 
food bank. They also worked at a 
nursing home and a consignment 
shop benefiting an AIDS ministry. 

In Houston, students taught Eng­
lish as a second language courses. 
In Myrtle Beach, S.C., workers led 
crafts, recreation and creative min­
istries. 

Another team helped church plant­
ers in Rhode Island, performing door­
to-door survey work to promote a 
backyard Bible club for a new con­
gregation. 

"A lot of times we think of serv-

MISSIONS Cumberland students sort food for a food bank. 

ing as drudgery and hard work," said 
BSU director Dean Whitaker. "By 
adding a measure of fun and an ele­
ment of surprise, students not only 
worked hard and accomplished a lot, 
but they also learned that in giving we 
are often the ones who are blessed 

most." 
In addition to the BSU students, 

workers with the school's Mountain 
Outreach program used their spring 
break to help rebuild homes in Pine­
tops, N.C., that had been destroyed by 
hurricanes and floods. 
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Bible drill alternatesareBarry.Fields, 15, of Bowling 
Green and a member of Glendale Baptist Church; and 
Brooklyn Hurley, 14, of London and a member of Corinth . 
Baptist Church. 

Speakers' tournament alternates are Daniel McKee, 17, a 
member of First Baptist Church of Richmond; and Crystal 
Massingale, 18, of Scottsville and a member of Liberty 
Baptist Church. • 

Participants in the youth Bible drills are expected to know 
the books of the. Bible, locate scripture passages, memorize 
verses and answer questiqQs with scripture referepces. 

Speakers' tourparneptcorppetitors·compose aiig dellver 
a four to -six minute sp~h on one of the tournament 
topics. A total of 147 youth participated in the statewide' 
events. . . ••• • 

The winners will represent Kentucky in July at 
demonstrations spon,sored by LiteWay Christian, Resources 
in Ridgecrest, N.C., and Glorteta, N.M. 

campbellsyil!e UniVersity, Cumberland College;md • 
Georgetown Coll~ge .alsq;VJill . give scholarships wo 
$3,600 total tq bo~h ~npers and alterriatEtS,'. 

••• FOtfJ}R[~ i.~t?rrrt~tt~nI~~~Q_t1h_e ~entuct<Y Q 
Qonvent1<>n's state ~i~!~;~QU~ or..$peakertJO~---.·• 
contact the discipleship trnin'ihg 'departmenhf( 
4101 or toll-free (888) 254'-.5708. • 
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OPINION 
'Walk' is experiential 

It is unfortunate that the North 
American Mission Board has only "re­
ports" of Emmaus Walk and similar 
experiences to comment on, instead of 
having had the actual experiences. 

It's much like trying to explain the 
feeling of God's love, forgiveness and 
peace to a non-Christian. How can you 
explain what is, at its core, an experi­
ence? 

Why close day care? 
Just last year, Southern Baptist 

Theological Seminary officials an­
nounced a $70 million plan for im­
provements and additions to the cam­
pus. This week, I was greeted with the 
news that the seminary has decided to 
close the Child Development Center, a 
day care which serves 65 seminary fam­
ilies, including two of my own children. 

The Walk, like all of 
Christianity, is not just a set 
of philosophical or theolog­
ical tenets. It is an experi­
ence with a Person that can 
only be understood by one 
who has taken this step. I 
have been to many retreats 
and conferences. Nothing 

~ 
I was given a form letter 

from Dennis Williams, rep­
resenting the seminary's 
school of Christian educa­
tion and leadership. It stat­
ed that a much-needed ren­
ovation to the center "to 
bring it to acceptable stan­
dards would cost in the ex­
cess of one million dollars." 

BAPTIST 

11Jillh~I 
ever filled my wife and me as the Walk 
to Emmaus did. 

The really sad thing is that Baptists 
have lagged behind other groups in pro­
viding this type of nurture. A "solid 
ministry" doesn't necessarily meet the 
individual needs of people. An experi­
ence with God is required for that. 

Interestingly, the closest thing to the 
Walk I have experienced is the SBC' s 
"Experiencing God" program. While 
they are far different, there are more 
similarities than differences. But one is 
not a substitute for the other-they are 
strongly complimentary. 

As should be obvious, these pilgrim­
ages are not for everyone. They are for 
the church leader, for the strong Chris­
tian who realizes he needs to go deep­
er. This is why all who attend must be . 
sponsored by one who has previously 
attended, and also be recommended by 
his or her pastor. 

It is bad that some who have re­
turned from the Walk are viewed as 
being superior. Sometimes, having ex­
perienced such a blessing, it takes a 
while to come back to your old rut. As 
for the "secrets," how do you explain 
something that can only be experi­
enced? As many have said, "I've had a 
taste of heaven right here on earth!" 

Shelby Ennis 
Elizabethtown. 

In addition, the letter said, "If the semi­
nary did the renovation, the cost to the 
parents to use the center for their chil­
dren would be prohibitive." 

Excuse me, but to close the facility 
will only force seminary families to 
seek private day care placement, mak­
ing it necessary for them to pay higher 
costs for day care or preschool anyway! 
Secondly, a million dollars for a reno­
vation sounds like spare change in the 
large scheme of Dr. Albert Mohler' s 
$70 million campus master plan. 

Does Southern Seminary have oth­
er plans for the land on which the Child 
Development Center now stands? I 
would wager the Powerball jackpot that 
it does. Sadly, Southe~ Seminary has . 
chosen to put its own agenda before the 
needs of defenseless children of future 
ministers of the Word. • 

Mim Dunlap 
Louisville • 

Consider the children 
The decision by Southern Seminary 

administrators to close the Child Devel­
opment Center comes as a great sadness 
to many. 

Sixty-nine precious little children 
who have been cared for in a loving, 
Christian environment are left with few 
options due to long waiting lists for ac-

Financial benefits for church staff 
During a recent orientation at the 

Southern Baptist Annuity Board, I 
learned that many benefits for ministers 
and church staff are being overlooked. 
In fact, one of these is available free 
through the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention when the 
church elects to enroll pasto­
ral staff in the Annuity Re­
tirement Plan. 

Through this benefit, a 
worker may receive $10,000 
to $100,000 in life insurance­
type benefits and lip to $500 
per month disability paid by 
the KBC. I am pleased that . 
the KBC budget provides B1II Mackey 
these benefits for 1,759 
church workers. The total budget cost 
to the KBC, supplemented through 
2003 by the Annuity Board, is 
$750,000. 

Don Spencer, Kentucky Baptists' 
annuity representative, related the fol­
lowing story of an applicant for annuity 
relief. The untimely death of a pastor 
left his widow without income. She had 
limited job skills and was requesting 

help until she could get work. Don was 
able to share with her that her husband's 
church had enrolled him for this bene­
fit the year before and that he was eligi­
ble for $50,000 in life insurance. Don 

said there was a lengthy 
pause and then sobs as she 
realized what it was going to 
mean to her. 

If you are a layperson and 
your church already is partic­
ipating in the annuity plan, 
please encourage the enroll­
ment of your staff in this sig­
nificant benefit. The disabil­
ity benefit complements So-
cial Security up to 60 percent 
of an employee's salary. 

Likewise, if your pastor and staff are 
not already involved in the annuity plan, 
I encourage you to take action to make 
sure they are. The financial resources 
to plan for retirement seem hard to find 
when retirement seems so far away. But 
the consequences of not planning ahead 
can be devastating. 

In Kentucky, there are 334 retired 
pastors and widows who receive less 

ceptance and high costs at child care 
centers in the area. The employees, 
some of whom are students or student 
spouses, are left without work and ben­
efits needed to complete their education. 
Others have given years of dedicated 
service to the care of these children and 
now will be unemployed. . 

The motives for this insensitive ac­
tion appear less than pure and certainly 
not wholly financial. The building in 
question meets state requirements for 
child care and obviously will require the 
million dollars, or more, in question to 
be renovated for whatever purpose the 
administration has planned. 

Many Baptists might be surprised to 
know how many millions have been 
spent recently on the campus. Some of 
these expenditures have not created fa­
cilities for theological education but an 
ostentatious display totally unnecessary 
for the benefit of students. 

Many who have lived on modest in­
comes while serving in the ministry are 
disappointed by the use of funds in this 
manner. Sadly, some students living in 
the shadow of these magnificent struc­
tures have had to resort to welfare ben­
efits to survive while receiving their 
education. Now they have no child care. 

Perhaps this decision is intended to 
reflect the recently adopted addition to 
the Baptist Faith and Message statement 
and the interpretation by some that 
mothers should not be employed out­
side the home. Unfortunately, not ev­
eryone can afford that luxury. 

Maybe in the midst of the decision 
making at Southern Seminary, someone 
should remember Matthew 19:14, 
25:40 andMark9:36-37. 

Mary M. Cubine 
Louisville 

Editor's Note: Southern Seminary 
President Al Mohler announced April 
7 that he will ask trustees to establish 
a team to develop a long-term plan for 
meeting the seminary community's 
child care needs. He said the child 
care center will remain open at least 
through July 2001 to allow time for 
the study and report. (See related ar­
ticle on page 2.) 

than $200 each month in annuity bene­
fits and another 168 who received $200 
to $300 per month. The average benefit 
to retirees in Kentucky is $4 71, the sec­
ond lowest among the old-line state con­
ventions. Relief plans help, but they are 
inadequate.· 

It is my prayer that informed laypeo­
ple will lead the way to encourage all 
churches to participate on at least the 
minimum level. Churches that are in the 
annuity retirement plan can increase 
contributions for staff and/or create a 
matching plan to encourage staff par­
ticipation. 

Many state conventions and church­
es are providing matching retirement 
funds to encourage younger ministers 
and workers to get started early. The 
years will pass more quickly than these 
young people can imagine. 

If you desire more information, 
please contact Don Spencer at (502) 
254-4732 or (888) 254-5703. You also 
may call the Annuity Board directly for 
information and· consultation at (800) 
262-0511. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention .. 
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How much are 
U.S. savings 
bonds worth? 
By Jeremy White 

In_this month's column, I will 
continue to address financial ques­

i-­

lillii!Jill 

tions received 
from Western 
Recorder sub­
scribers. 

Q. I re­
cently found 
a $100 sav­
ings bond is­
sued in De­

cember 1994 as a Christmas 
gift. Where can I find out how 
much it is worth? Can I cash it 
in now? 

As of April 2000, the redemp­
tion value of your bond is $64.52. 
Therefore, $14.52 of interest has 
accrued on the $50 principal. As 
you may know, U.S. savings bonds 
are purchased at one-half their face 
value ($100 in your case). You 
may.cash it in at a bank at any time 
after six months from the issue 
date. 

Any bank can give you the cur­
rent redemption value of any sav­
ings bond. For a free software pro­
gram pricing savings bonds or for 
reissuing lost bonds, write the Bu­
reau of Public Debt, Box 1213, 
Parkersburg, WV 26102-1213 or 
contact www.publicdebt.treas.gov. 

Q: Is interest on student 
loans deductible for income 
taxes? 

It depends. If your adjusted 
gross income is less than $75,000 
for a married couple ($55,000 for 
single), then you mayaeduct stu­
dent loan interest. Also, the student 
loan interest must be for the first 
five years of the loan. In other 
words, if this is the 10th year of 
loan payments, then you cannot 
deduct student loan interest regard­
less of your income. 

Q. What is the main differ­
ence between a Roth IRA and 
a traditional IRA? 

There are two types of individ­
ual retirement accounts. A tradi-

• tional IRA provides a tax deduc­
tion in the year of the contribution 
to it. A Roth IRA currently does 
not provide any tax deduction. 

A traditional IRA defers the in­
come tax until withdrawn. Upon 
withdrawal, you pay income tax. 
Contrasted to tax-deferred, a Roth 
IRA is tax-free. When you with­
draw assets from a Roth IRA, you 
receive them tax-free. More peo­
ple qualify to participate in a Roth 
IRA than a traditional IRA. 

The Roth IRA is relatively new, 
having begun in 1998, and offers a 
powerful means for compounding 
earnings without taxing. 

Jeremy White is a certified public 
accountant in Paducah. He provides 
financial tips and tax articles at his 
Web site(www.consultcpa. com). 



What are primary benefits of using 
hospice care -for the terminally ill? 
Q: My friend said she is using hospice care for her 
grandmother who is dying of cancer. What exactly is 
hospice care? 

A hospice provides medical care, support and comfort to 
the terminally ill and counsel to their families. Hospices, 
which regard dying as a normal process, have brought new 
dignity and meaning to the experience of 
dying. 

Hospice patients typically have a life 
expectancy of fewer than six months and 
are of all ages. Hospices care for the 
dying through a support team that 
includes a primary care giver (usually a 
family member) who arranges through 
the hospice for the services of a team of 
nurses, social_ workers, counselors, 

JJIJtj 
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chaplain and volunteers supervised by a medical director. 

Hospice programs encourage the family to determine 
which surroundings will offer the greatest comfort to the 
patient during his or her final days of life. A vital component 
of all hospice programs is access to 24-hour support and 
services and medical care. 

To receive more information, contact the National Hospice 
Organization at (703) 243-5900. This program began in 1974 
and has been helpful to many people who cope with terminal 
illness. The main service they provide is support to the family 
during this difficult time. 

Hospices differ from other health care programs only in 
that their goal is not to save patients' lives or to prolong life, 
but to help patients live out their lives in dignity, making them 
as comfortable and free from pain as possible.-Jon 
Rainbow 

Q: My ex-husband and I have different ideas on raising 
children, so the rules we have for them are different. For 
instance, he doesn't require them to do chores and doesn't 
have a set bedtime for them. At my house they have chores 
and have to be in bed by a set lime. He is too controlling 
with their friendships; I think he needs to lighten up. I don't 
want to change my rules and my ex-husband doesn't want 
to change his, but I am concerned that the different rules 
will be harmful to the children. Any suggestions? 

Different sets of rules are not ideal, but in a situation like 
yours might be necessary. You and your ex-husband each 
have reasons for the rules you have set and have a right to 
expect your children to follow those rules when in your 
homes. You could fight constantly with your ex-husband, but 
that probably would create more problems than it would 
solve, making life difficult for each of you and for your 
children. 

It may be best simply to accept that each of you has the 
right to set rules in your own home, accept that those rules 
will differ and expect the children to follow the rules at the 
house in which they are staying at the time. I understand that 
you might be concerned about what your children are 
learning by not having to do things you want them to do 
(chores, etc.), but there are some things you simply cah't 
control. You can, however, be consistent and firm in 
enforcing the rules you set for your own household. 

Actually, your children may adapt better than you think. 
We each have the capacity to adjust to our environments. We 
all know there are certain things we can and cannot do in 
different settings. Children can do this too. Eventually, they 
learn what the rules are in each setting, and learn amazingly 
well how to adjust accordingly.-Susan Howell 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 
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OPINION 
Seminary child care: What's the next step? 

Southern Baptist Theological Seminary's Child 
Development Center narrowly survived a near-death 
experience last week. After the center virtually was 
declared dead in an April 4 letter to parents, seminary 
officials resurrected the child care ministry three days 
later-at least temporarily. 

The tragedy is the whole uproar basically was un­
necessary. Fortunately, seminary president Al Mohler 
quickly reconsidered the initial announcement and took 
the initiative to seek a win-win solution. 

child care options for a number of months, Mohler and 
other administrators suddenly came up with a plan to 
breathe new life into the once-doomed program. 

In an April 7 press conference, Mohler released a 
five-point plan finalized after meeting earlier in the day 
with parents and employees. Key points include: 
■ Asking seminary trustees to establish a team to 

develop a long-term plan to meet child care needs. 
■ Keeping the child care center open at least anoth­

The scenario began when seminary admin­
istrators decided to shut down the school's on­
campus child care ministry without seeking 
input from parents or child care workers. Par­
ents received word of the plan in an April 4 
letter from Dennis Williams, dean of South­
ern' s school of Christian education and lead­
ership. Citing needed renovation costs exceed­
ing $1 million, Williams said the child care 
center would cease operation by July 31. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

er full year to allow time for a thorough ~tudy 
and report. 
■ Addressing certain needs of the current 

facility to assure safety. 
"Our goal," Mohler added, "will be to serve 

our students and care for their children through 
a program and in a facility that reflects excel­
lence in every dimension." And that is as it 
should be. 

Concerned parents and employees ex­
pressed shock and anger that they had not been 
included in the decision-making process. They 

Where do seminary leaders -go from here? 

also voiced concern that the seminary com- Trennis Henderson 

Options could include identifying donors with 
a desire to fund needed improvements to the 
program, working with other area child care 
providers willing to offer students child care 
at a discounted or seminary-subsidized rate or 
approaching a church about sponsoring child munity 's long-term child care needs had not 

been addressed in a 10-year, $70 million campus mas­
ter plan unveiled a year ago by seminary leaders. 

The crisis escalated when secular media began pur­
suing the story. James Smith, Southern's public rela­
tions director, told a Louisville Courier-Journal report­
er, "Our mission is theological education, not child 
care." While that technically is true, it doesn't come 
across too well in print. It left the unfortunate impres­
sion that Southern is concerned with educating minis­
ters, but not concerned with meeting students' pressing 
family needs as they make financial sacrifices to pur­

care options for students. I'm sure the team assigned 
the responsibility of exploring the issue will discover 
other creative possibilities. 

sue theological training. 

Mohler said the initial announcement was based on 
a business decision. That is understandable. Hopefully, 
however, future decisions in seminary life can be made 
with meaningful input from stodents. 

Smith said the decision was made "with the knowl­
edge that there would be a negative impact," adding 

The fact is that seminary students are adult Chris­
tians responding to God's call to ministry. While ad­
ministrators and faculty are there to guide and instruct, 
they also are there to faithfully serve the students South~ 
em Baptists have entrusted to their care. There should 
be a mutual respect and partnership that encompasses 
every aspect of campus life. 

that "all of the factors were considered." 
Apparently, the negative impact was greater than 

seminary officials expected and additional factors quick­
ly came to light. After unsuccessfully exploring other 

Perhaps a starting point would be a student advisory 
group to work with trustees and administrators on the 
child care issue. Sounds like a win-win situation for 
everyone concerned. 

Bivocational ministry offers 'double blessing' 
By John Chowning 

"After this, Paul left Athens and 
went to Corinth. There he met a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who 
had recently come from Italy with his 
wife, Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered 
all the Jews to leave 
Rome. Paul went to see 
them, and because he 
was a tentmaker as they 
were, he stayed and 
worked with them. Every 
Sabbath he reasoned in 
the synagogue, trying to 
persuade Jews and 
Greeks." (Acts 18:1-4) 

A growing number of Southern Bap­
tist churches are served by bi vocational 
pastors. In many Kentucky Baptisras­
sociations, the bi vocational pastor is the 
nonn. Bivocational ministry likely will 
continue to grow in the 21st century. 

After entering the ministry in 1984, 
I struggled with the question of wheth­
er to pursue full-time (fully-funded) 
ministry. Gradually, with the leadership 
of the Holy Spirit and the confinnation 
of full-time and bi vocational colleagues 
in the ministry, it became apparent that 
God's will for my ministry is in the 
smaller churches where bivocational 
ministry is essential and even advanta-

geous. God has shown me that bi voca­
tional ministry is not "second best" and 
that, in fact, it is within the biblical mod­
el for ministry. Bi vocational ministry is 
an essential, respectable and significant 
approach to serving Christ's church. 

The Apostle Paul 
wrote about working in 
order to support himself. 
He reminded his friends 
in the church at Ephesus 
that "these hands of mine 
have supplied my own 
needs and the needs of 
my companions" (Acts 
20:34). The early church 
needed bivocational min­
isters. The 21st century 

church has the same need. 
Leon Wilson, national bivocational 

missionary for the Southern Baptist 
North American Mission Board, recent­
ly wrote, 'The need for bivocationalism 
is critical during this period of history. 
Ministers need to be in the marketplace. 
Members need to learn to minister. 
Motivation must come from our God to 
do whatever it takes to reach our nation 
and the world with the gospel of Jesus 
Christ." 

Bivocational ministry has afforded 
me several opportunities and advantag­
es. My family and I have served the 
churches to which we've been called 
without concern about financial bene-

fits that the church may or may not be 
able to provide. 

Big is not always best. The small 
church, with a bivocational pastoral 

• staff, is fully capable of accomplishing 
great things. Ministry emphasis can be 
placed on equipping the laity and train­
ing lay ministers in the church. 

God has used my preaching minis­
try to proclaim His word in a direct, 
challenging and loving manner without 
being concerned for my job. He has af­
forded me the opportunity to use my 
education, training and leadership skills 
in His church and in the secular world. 

When I step into the pulpit to pro­
claim God 's message or when I sit 
down to talk with a member about his 
or her problems or sorrows, I approach 
the task fully aware of all the pressures, 
anxieties and concerns faced by the peo­
ple to whom I minister. 

Is bivocational ministry a "second 
rate" or inferior approach to doing 
God's kingdom work? Not at all! Is it 
better than full-time ministry? No, for 
God will continue to need many people 
in full-time ministry. Is bi vocational 
ministry a double blessing? It surely is 
as we minister in the church, commu- • 

nity and world. 

John Chowning is bivo­
cational pastor--of Salo­
ma Baptist Church and 
executive assistant to the 
president at Campbells­
ville University 
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RESOURCES 
Author: Strong churches flexible on everything but- Jesus 

"We're just happy 
if we're not 

declining. Do you 
really think God 

honors that?" 
Church consultant Bill 

Easum 

Continued from page 1 
hospital and taking care of church mem­
bers. Instead, they should equip church 
members to minister to one another. 

The laity should find God's calling 
and live out their gifts rather than run 
the church by making decisions, Easum 
said. 

"Laypeople are the heart of the 
church if they're not in committee meet­
ings," he said. "If they're in committee 
meetings, they're not worth squat. No 
one comes to Christ in committee meet­
ings." 

Easum said his own experience has 
taught him that God can use those 
whom everyone else has cast off. No 
one knows who will be a leader, he said. 

, , "Almost everyone who wants badly • 
enough can be a leader." 

Leaders should ask God to show 
them what He is doing, Easum said. 

"Most of what God is doing today is 
in the Third World because of our arro­
gance, our pride and our sheer unwill­
ingness to repent," he said. "We're in 
serious trouble. 

"We're just happy if we're not de­
clining. Do you really think God hon­
ors that?" Easum asked. He said the 
church has become weak "only because 
we've turned everything over to a few 
hirelings to do the ministry." 

Bandy said that whether a church 
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lives or dies in the 21st century has noth­
ing to do with its strategic plan. "It has 
to do with how well you help people 
experience the holy," he said. 

Bandy described four "potent lever- . 
age points" for change in a church, add­
ing that they also are the most stressful: 
■ Choosing and preparing team 

leaders. Bandy recommends "skew­
ing" the faith of leaders to be Christ­
centered, daringly imaginative and bib­
lically grounded. The key, he said is to 
get leaders who are willing to go beyond 
their comfort zones or away from the 
business-as-usual view of the church. 

"Don't nominate people for this. Go 
out and find them," he said. "Gather 
around you 12 unbalanced people. 
That's what Jesus did." 
■ Helping players mature. Ban­

dy.emphasized the importance of devel­
oping the faith of adult members, call­
ing it "the pivot point around which ev­
erything turns." He objected to the idea 
that youth are the church of tomorrow. 

"Adults between the ages of 18 and 
45 who are in a spiritually transforming 
walk with Jesus are the future of the 
church," Bandy said. "You transform 
the adults, they'll take care of the kids. 

"Deep inside, most church members 
don't want to grow," he said, because 
they Jack a desire for God. 

Likewise, most clergy do not want 

church members to grow, Bandy said. 
If church members grow, the clergy will 
Jose their entitlements, which will bruise 
their egos, he said. 
■ Equipping players for the con­

temporary playing field. A "technol­
ogy-supported faith" will help church­
es and Christians share their message 
with others. This can include the use of 
computers and Internet for Bible study 
or surround sound, Power Point presen­
tations and movie clips for worship. 

"It's not about gadgets; it's about 
growth," Bandy said. The electronic 
tools of the 21st century are being used 
at home and at work, so they also should 
be used for church. "Technology is the 
way people grow." 

Church members who say their 
church doesn't need technology or can't 
afford it are wrong, he added. 'They 
don't want to grow," he said. 'They're 
not prepared to experience God in a new 
way." 
■ Building team spirit Churches 

can help members increase their spiri­
tuality by shattering five myths related 
to worship, Bandy said. These are: 

I The myth of reasonable religion 
tries to "explain gratuitous evil and ra­
tionalize grace," causing wordy wor­
ship, he said. Instead, worship should 
open worshippers to "the mysterious­
ness of God that exceeds our efforts to 

define" it. 
I The myth of the controllable holy 

makes worship predictable, he said. 
This should be shattered by making 
worship unpredictable. 

I The myth of "therapeutic process" 
makes worship an extensipn of pastoral 
care, Bandy said, causing healthy peo-
ple to avoid church. • 

I The myth of progressive justice 
makes worship passive, he said. This 
results in people believing that if they 
do good things then God will keep them 
from experiencing tragedy, Bandy said. 

I The myth of heavenly favors leads 
people to believe that worship is only 
for the insiders of the church, he said. 

The leverage points for change are 
stressful, and some people might not 
stay, Bandy added. 'The people who 
leave will be the people who need to 
control or need to be controlled." 

The solution to dealing with control­
ling people is not negotiation, Bandy 
said. "Lead with audacity and authen­
ticity." 

Church transformation starts with 
one key question, Bandy said: "What is 
it about your experience with Jesus that 
this community cannot live without? 

"If you don't have the answer to that 
question, you're helpless, but if you do 
have an answer to the question, nothing 
is impossible." 

I'm a partner. 
I'm a deacon, choir member and director of discipleship 

training. A portion of my offerirtg helps others to learn 

about Christ here, across our country and around the 

world. Won't you join me? You can be a partner, too! 

Be a partner in the Cooperative Program -­

born in Kentucky and celebrating 75 years 

of helping people find the Lord! 



RESOURCES 
Con·ference ponders the theological side of infertility 
By Leslie Scanlon 
Louisville Courier-Journal 

LOUISVILLE (RNS)--After sev­
en years of marriage, after five years 
of trying to have a baby, after finally 
hearing a tiny heartbeat and then suf­
fering her third miscarriage, "I can 
remember being on my face in the liv­
ing room with uncontrollable sob­
bing," said Wendy Fryar of Louisville. 
"There was the deepest, darkest place, 
a hole in my soul." 

Her husband, Randy, tried to com­
fort her. But she told him: "You can't 
help me. Nobody can help me but 
God." 

Infertility, which some experts es­
timate affects one in six couples of 
childbearing age, usually is thought of 
as a medical problem, not a spiritual 
one. But the private pain of infertility 
and the lengths to which many cou­
ples go to try to have a baby, and 
sometimes involving techniques on 
the cutting edge of medical technolo­
gy, can present complicated spiritual 
and ethical questions. 

Sandra Glahn, a Dallas author who 
spoke at an April 1 conference on in­
fertility and spirituality at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou­
isville, said of all the women she's 

known struggling with infertility, only 
one "didn't question at some point 
whether God was punishing her-and 
she was an atheist." 

Glahn and her husband, Gary, en­
dured years of infertility, seven preg­
nancy losses and three attempts at 
adoption in which the birth mothers 
changed their minds before they 
adopted their daughter, Alexandra, in 
1995. 

"There were seven" miscarriages, 
she said. "And at some point you ask 
questions like, 'What was it theologi­
cally that I was supposed to be learn­
ing?'" 

Glahn said she doesn't believe the 
myths people sometimes told her, 
"that if I pray and I don't get what I 
desire, I don't have faith" or that not 
having a child was simply God's will 
for her. She said she thought of many 
reasons why God allows suffering: to 
transform us-to bring us to faith, to 
make us more sensitive to the pain of 
others-"but the only one that satis­
fied me is, 'It is a mystery.' ... God's 
ways are so far beyond us that it is not 
going to malie sense." 

William Cutrer, a Christian obste­
trician and gynecologist who former­
ly specialized in the treatment of in­
fertility and now is an associate pro-

Kentucky Baptist 
rELLOWSHiP 
Spring Gathering 

April 28-29 
First Baptist Church, Winchester 
' 

FEATURING 

Nick Foster 
Pastor of University Baptist 

Church, Montevallo, Alabama. 

Keith Longbotham 
professional musician from 
Hendersonville, Tennessee. 

Friday Evening 
Worship Celebration 7-8:30 PM with fellowship to follow. 

Saturday Morning 
Worship & Business 8:30 -10: 15 AM. The following 
breakout sessions will be held.at I 0:30 AM & 11 :30 AM: 
• Mission-cation: Combining a Mission Trip with a Mini-Vacation 

• Jesus' Tools in Kosovo and Macedonia 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Using Habitat for Humanity VBS Material 

Hospitality Evangelism 

Workshop for Young Leaders 

Update on Baptist Seminary of Kentucky 

Nature and Mission of Kentucky Baptist Fellowship 

Developing a Stewardship System in Your Church 

CHILDCARE AVAILABLE! To accommodate your childcare needs, 
please call the KBF office, 502-721-6060. by Monday, Apr/I 24. 

fessor of Christian ministry at South­
ern Seminary, said he sees significant 
moral and ethical issues being posed 
by some techniques physicians use to 
help infertile couples conceive and 
bear children. 

Cutrer, who teaches bioethics, spir­
itual formation and pastoral counsel­
ing, said he does not accept the argu­
ment made by some Christians that 
"people offaith are agai!'}st any assist­
ed reproductive technologies" or that 
"medical intervention is playing 
God." 

But he said both physicians and in­
fertile couples must draw their own con­
clusions about "when thi_s human life is 
a person"- at conception, at birth or 
some point in between-and about 
whether other moral issues are involved, 
such as violation of the marital relation­
ship between a husband and wife. 

For example, some faiths, such as 
the Roman Catholic, teach that sex be­
tween a husband and wife must be part 
of procreation. He said he does not share 
that view but noted it poses moral prob­
lems with in-vitro fertilization or artifi­
cial insemination for those who do. 

Cutrer urges patients to fully under­
stand any procedure they're consider­
ing and to be sure it "honors the dignity 
of human life, even at the one-celled 

'Che 62a 
~ 
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stage . ... From that moment on, in my 
view, we have human life." 

Cutrer said he has no moral difficul­
ty with many basic techniques used by 
infertility doctors, including hormone 
therapy, ovulation testing or surgery to 
fix problems that may be hindering con­
ception. • 

Although he did use donor sperm 
early in his practice, Cutrer later de­
clined to do so. "I'm not so sure it's sin" 
if a woman becomes pregnant with do­
nor sperm, he said. "I do not think it's 
adultery," because adultery involves 
the mind, not just science. In addition, 
"what used to be sealed records are 
quickly becoming open records," he 
said, adding he's troubled by the idea 
of the identities of anonymous sperm 
donors becoming known to t.hc" c ff­
spring. 

Jennifer Gerber and her husband, 
Rick, have been infertile for at least four 
years. Sometimes the frustration and 
longing are so intense "I can walk 
through a mall and I see a child and I'm 
in tears," she said. But "I don't believe 
that infertility is a curse." Instead, "it 
might be God's way of drawing me 
closer to Him." 

As much as she wants a baby, Ger­
ber said, "sometimes God's answer is 
wait." 

*Seethe EASTER STORY as never before 
* Outstanding drama 
* Cast of over 100 

* Exciting choral presentation 
* Childcare provided for children birth - 3 years of age 

* Doors open one hour before presentation 

Thursday, April 13 - 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, April 14 - 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 15 - 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 15 - 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, April 16 - 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, April 20 - 7:30 p.m. 
*Friday, April 21 - 7:30 p.m. 

Saturday, April 22 - 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday, April 22 - 7:30 p.m. 

*There will be NO reserved group seating for the Good Friday, April 21, performance 

Free Group or Individual Tickets 
(606) 277-7391 

Gardenside Baptist Church • 1667 Alexandria Drive • Lexington, KY 40504 

The private pain of 
infertility and the 
lengths to which 
many couples go 
to try to have a 
baby can present 
complicated 
spiritual and 
ethical questions. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ APRIL 11, 2000 7 



MISSIONS 
I Missionary helps Middle _Easterners discover God of love 

MISSIONARY Khalil "Charlie" Hanna serves as a catalytic missionary in 
California, helping start churches among Middle Eastern people. There are 
more than a million Middle Easterners statewide. His work is among those 
profiled for this year's Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American 
Missions. (North American Mission Board photo) 

By Joe Westbury 
Georgia Christan Index 

SAN JOSE, Calif.-Helping Ar­
abic-speaking people grow in their 
understanding of the Christian gos­
pel is a slow and hard task, accord­
ing to San Jose pastor Basem Quso­
us. 

But it's one that Southern Bap­
tist missionary Khalil "Charlie" 
Hanna understands. 

For the past 20 years, Hanna has 
been serving as a catalytic mission­
ary for the North American Mission 
Board, helping plant churches 
throughout California. 

Egyptian-born Hanna spends 
much of his time teaching Bible 
studies in homes and offices, en­
couraging pastors and trying to 
reach Middle Easterners for Jesus 
Christ. He knows their homesick­
ness, but more importantly he knows 
their "heartsickness" for peace with 
God. 

Hannah and his wife, Amal, are 
among the missionaries whose work 
is featured as part of the Annie Arm­
strong Easter Offering for North 
American missions. This year's na­
tional goal is $47 million. 

Hanna accepted Christ as his per-

sonal Savior in a small church in 
Cairo that was started by Southern • 
Baptist missionaries. Later he went 
to a Southern Baptist Bible school 
in Lebanon, and has been preaching 
ever since. 

"The overall goal of my ministry 
is to start churches and lead that 
group to grow in the Lord and start 
another church. Our goal is to reach 
every Middle Easterner in Califor­
nia. It's a big state and I can't do it 
on my own, but we can all do it 
working together," he explained. 

Starting from scratch, Hanna first 
began building churches with Mid­
dle Easterners who had a Christian 
background. With that foundation in 
place, he now teaches those Chris­
tians how to reach their unchurched 
friends with the good news about 
Jesus. 

But it ' s no easy task. In the Los 
Angeles area where he lives, more 
than 15,000 Muslims practice the 
faith of their fathers. There are more 
than a million Middle Easterners 
statewide. 

"The Arab feels that Islam is the 
best religion because they are the 
first people in the world to be given 
God' s word. Christianity did not ar­
rive until later," he said. "The Arab 

may listen to yqu, but he will polite­
ly respond with 'I already have the 
best (religion), so I don't need to 
change.' This is what creates the 
slow response to the gospel by those 
from the Middle East." 

That's why it's so important for 
Hanna to train others so they, in 
tum, can start other churches. Oth­
ers like Qusous, who now serves as 
pastor of the Arabic mission at San 
Francisco's 19th Avenue Baptist 
Church. 

After seven hard years, the 
church has grown from two people 
to 70 and is leading in the creation 
of a Middle Eastern leadership de­
velopment center at the church, as 
well as building the Arabic work in 
San Jose. 

Hanna said the field is wide open 
to reach Iranian Muslims in particu­
lar. After the war with Iran, many 
Iranians fled their homeland, penni­
less with only the few possessions 
they could carry. 

"They lost everything in the 
name of Islam. Now they are here 
in America, looking for a God who 
can teach them how to love, not 
hate," he said. "I know because sev­
eral have told me those exact 
words." 

Crosspoint Varsity and Cumberland College 
can provide your students a life-chaniing experience at camp this summer through 
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CROSSPOINT 
VARSI1Y 
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Crosspoint Varsity combines the tradition of Crosspoint Sports Camp with the mission opportunities of M-Fuge 

June 19 
July 24 

which equals a unique camp experience. 

♦ Hands-on Mission projects in the community 
♦ Participation in recreational sports 
♦ Camp wide worship services 
♦ Small group Bible studies led by a trained and 

experienced staff 

3 Locations for 2000 
Columbus State University 
Maryville College 

Columbus, GA 
Maryville, TN ( closed) 

July 31 Cumberland College Williamsburg, KY 

·ro register call Jill Linville at 1-877-CAMP-123 
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MISSIONS 
Mission project to Malta reminds student of homeland 
By Tobin Perry 
SBC International Mission Board 

FLORIANA, Malta-Andy Rocha 
has seen it before-large churches, 
breathtaking religious art and elabo­
rate crosses. Much of Malta reminds 
Rocha of his home in Brazil. 

Religion permeates the culture, but 
many people are left just short of 
knowing Christ as their personal Sav­
ior. 

"In both countries, the people are 
so close to the truth," said Rocha, a 
senior at Campbellsville University. 
''They know a lot about Jesus and they 
know Jesus is God's Son and died on 
a cross. But there are so many other 
things that take their focus off Jesus. 
They are so close, but still there is a 
big wall between them and Jesus 
Christ." 

Rocha went to Malta with eight 
classmates last month to play sports 
and to share his love for Christ. For 
him, the trip signaled God answering 
his prayer to get more involved in 
mission ministries. 

"We have to be 
missionaries not 
only overseas 
but where we 
live in our 
neighborhood." 
Campbellsville University 
student Andy Rocha 

"About the time I started praying 
about it, Bruce (Warf), a fellow stu­
dent asked me if I was interested in an 
international mission trip," he said. 
'That's exactly what I was asking God 
for-for Him to send me to another 
country and work with new people." 

The sports ministry seemed a nat­
ural fit for Rocha, a varsity soccer and 
tennis player for Campbellsville. 
From the time he was a teenager in 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, he has used his ath­
leticism as a bridge to share his faith 
in Christ. Rocha worked every sum­
mer while in high school at sports 
camps sponsored by Athletes in Ac­
tion. 

MISSION TRIP Campbellsville University students Andy Rocha (center) and Zach Rice share Scripture with a Maltese man. Rocha said 
Malta, like his homeland in Brazil, is full of cultural religion, but it does not emphasize a personal relationship with God. "They are so 
close, but still there is a big wall between them and Jesus Christ." (/MB photo by Sandy King) 

"It doesn't matter what language 
you speak and where you live, sports 
is something that brings everyone to­
gether on a common ground," Rocha 
said. "It was good to play basketball 
or (soccer) and just be on the same 
level as (the Maltese people) and 

speak the same language. After that, 
start up a conversation and share with 
them our love for Jesus." 

Rocha came to Campbellsville in 
1997 through a partnership between 
the college and Baptist Academy in 
Sao Paulo, where he attended high 
school. At first, Rocha said, the move 
from a major metropolitan city to 
Campbellsville was quite an adjust­
ment. 

"Sometimes I would say things that 
were a little offensive without knowing 

6 0 ::~:~rf o:re n~i~:y 
It ;, not necessa,y to be a_ teache, ~ IJIIIIMIIJ 
by profession. All the trammg ' 
required is pro~ided._ Cost includes l11wjL,1n 
Los Angeles onentat1on. 

Call Today: 800-809-4637 ikMRbijl 

it," said Rocha, who attends South 
Campbellsville Baptist Church while at 
school. "Now after three and a half 
years at Campbellsville when I go 
home, I have to adapt to the life at home. 
I'm so used to life in the United States." 

"Growing up in a Catholic environ­
ment was really good (for this trip) be­
cause I already had a very good idea 
about the people's beliefs, how they see 
the Bible and how they see Jesus 
Christ," he said. 

Rocha's experience back in mostly 
Roman Catholic Brazil came in handy 
during the trip to Malta. The team knew 
they'd need to understand some things 
about Catholicism before they tried to 
share their faith in the small Mediterra­
nean country. 

In addition to participating in mis­
sions, Rocha said he also learned how 
he can minister in the Bluegrass State. 

"If we can do it here, we can do it 
anywhere," Rocha said. ''We have to be 
missionaries not only overseas but 
where we live in our neighborhood." 

Students say they saw God at work during mission trip 
Continued from page 1 

"Here sports has been a real golden 
opportunity," Carrier said. "If you can do 
something fancy with a ball, it grabs their 
attention. Once you have their attention, it 
makes it easier because they already have a 
little bit of your trust. It makes it a whole lot 
easier to share with them after they know you 
can do something and they appreciate what 
you do." 

That's what first drew Marija Borg, a young 
Maltese girl who eventually made a profession 
of faith in Christ during the trip. While the 
team was performing their ball routine at the 
front gate in Valetta, Carrier noticed Borg 
watching closely. 

Once the routine was over, he picked up a 
flying disc and started tossing it to her. After a 
few tosses, he gave her the disc and showed 
her the plan of salvation written on the back. 
Just a few minutes later she prayed and 
accepted Christ as her personal Savior. 

That's just one of many ways the trip 

expanded the world view of the team. By the 
end of the week, many team members said 
they saw God in a whole new way. 

"I learned God is not just a God of the 
United States or the state of Kentucky. He 
reaches out to so many places, all at once," 
Carrier said. "It's really neat to see how He can 
be with the people of the United States and at 
the same time be with the people of Malta. He 
has His hand on them the same time He has 
His hand on us." 

But the trip didn't just open team members' 
eyes to what God is doing in Malta. It also 
opened their eyes to what He is doing back in 
Kentucky. Many of the team members said 
they returned with a renewed passion to share 
Christ in their own communities. 

"God has really been showing me that your 
whole life is a ministry whether you are at 
home, overseas or at school," said Abbie 
Whitley, a senior from Paducah. "Y9u always 
need to be prepared to give a reason for the 
hope that is in you." 
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Acteens gather for worship and missions education 
''In our world 

it's easy to 
underestimate 
the power and 

significance of 
one." 

Williamsburg native 
and Southern Baptist 
missionary Beth Ann 

Williams 

WILLIAMSBURG-'----Seeing the 
hundreds of girls praying, singing and 
worshipping during the state Acteens 
conference took former missionary 
Martha Lytle back in time. 

Lytle, a former missionary to Israel 
and Russia, described for the teenagers 
how she committed her life to career 
missions service while at a Woman's 
Missionary Union youth meeting at age 
16. 

She added that God still needs mis­
sionaries and encouraged them to con­
sider a life of service to God. 

"He will lead you all the way, and 
it's an exciting way," Lytle told the 
girls, in grades 7-12 during the meet­
ing, held April 7-8 at Cumberland Col­
lege. 

All Christians have gifts to help 
them communicate the message of 
God's love through Jesus, she added. 

Missionaries are still needed because 
there still are people who haven't heard 
about Jesus, she told the group. She 
compared the religious freedom in the 
United States with the persecution pre­
viously experienced in countries like 
Russia, where parents during the Sovi­
et era could be arrested for telling their 
children the Christmas story. 

Likewise in Israel, she noted, it is il­
legal to witness about Christianity to 
anyone under age 16. 

Interpreting the conference theme 
"For Such a Time as This," taken from 
the biblical book of Esther, Lytle told 
the girls that God created them for a spe­
cial purpose. 

"Wait on His call. Learn how to 
know His call," she said. "Each of you 
are missionaries. We are missionaries 
because Jesus said go into all the 
world." 

Williamsburg native and Southern 
Baptist missionary Beth Ann Williams 
echoed Lytle's view that missions is a 
lifestyle. 
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Lytle Williams 

Williams, who is coordinating Bap­
tist ministries for the 2002 Winter 
Olympics in Salt Lake City, said Chris­
tians serve God out of love. 

"When we have a desire to serve 
Hirn, He will put people in our path that 
He wants us to reach out to," she add­
ed. "Make every encounter with peo­
ple focus positive attention on Jesus 
Christ." 

The reason Southern Baptists are 
involved in ministry at places like the 
Olympics is to get a chance to share the 
love of God, she said. "It's about build- • 
ing relationships." 

Williams asked the Acteens to con­
sider what makes a hero. "In our world 
it's easy to underestimate the power and 
significance of one." She described the 
influence of three women as models for 
today: 

I Fannie Crosby, who refused to lose 
her joy and wrote more than 6,000 
hymns despite becoming blind as a 
child. 

I Rosa Parks, whose protest led to 
the segregated bus policy of Montgom­
ery, Ala., being ruled unconstitutional. 

I Esther, the biblical character who 
saved the Israelites from massacre. 

"It's your tum to take a stand for 
God," Williams told the teenagers. "My 
prayer for you is that you will have the 
spirit of Fannie Crosby, the boldness of 
Rosa Parks and the courage of faith of 
Esther for such a time as this." 

About 400 Acteens gathered in Wil­
liamsburg for the two-day event. They 
heard about a variety of missions op­
portunities during the conference. 

Kentucky Baptist Belinda Riley 
talked about the ministry needs in 
Lynch that drew her back to her home­
town. "Will you be the one ·to come? 
Will you be the one to help?" 

Randy Record, a youth evangelism 
specialist for the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention, encouraged the girls to partici­
pate in Christian clubs on their high 
school and middle school campuses. 
"You can have a 180-day mission trip. 
It's called school." 

es, ·••v• 

ood, TN 37027 
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ACTEENS About 400 teenage girls attended the state Acteens conference, April 7-8 at 
Cumberland College. Nine Acteens groups were commissioned for summer service at 
the meeting. ■ Top: Heather Lassiter {left) and Jacqueline Jordan, both 15 and members 
of Carter Creek Missionary Baptist Church in Greenville, practice explaining their Christian 
faith at a workshop. ■ Above Left: The praise band from Hope Community Church in 
Lawrenceburg led the music for worship. ■ Above right: Members of Bellvue Baptist 
Church in Paducah {from left) Julie Pegram, Tina Stapleton and Leigh Ann Summers 
sing along. ■ Far left: Members of New Salem Baptist Church and Vine Grove Baptist 
Church. 

Campers 0~ Mission strike again! 
From time to time during the 

last 30 months, I have made men­
tion of the Campers on Mission 
and the great help they have been 
at both Jonathan Creek and Cedar­
more. 

Last week I witnessed another 
vivid reminder of the great impact 
of this group of dedicated servants 
at Jonathan Creek. 

as they do it, but it has to do most­
ly with hard work and willing 
hearts. 

We had a small army at work, 
including Gene and Faye Brown, 
Neal and Doris Tucker, H.C. 
Beck, Dale Dunning, Henry and 
Eudora Stephens, Jerry and Ann 
Schisler, Ron and Alice Jones, 
and David and Mattie Fuqua. If I 

We were facing a 
huge challenge at 
Jonathan Creek as we 
sought to remodel and 
renovate a house we 
need for summer staff 
members later this 
spring. 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

have left anyone out, 
please forgive me. But 
to each of you I public­
ly thank you and praise 
the Lord for the work 
you do. We literally 
could not do it without 
you. 

The house was in 
desperate need of repair, 

· but with our present 
maintenance staff of 
one, we were wondering 

And from Jonathan 
Creek, many of the 
same group headed for 
a week to IO days at 
Cedarmore to help pre­
pare for summer. At the 
time I wrote this col­

how in the world we Rusty Ellison 
could begin and com- --­
plete the project on a timely ba­ umn, we had 34 Campers on Mis­

sion at Cedarmore ! sis. 
Once again, along come our 

Campers on Mission. Having re­
cently completed a major over­
haul of Gracemore at Cedarmore, 
they took on this task at Jonathan 
Creek as well. And did they ever 
take it on. In just a few days time 
they transformed a disaster into a 
delight! It was amazing. Really, 
truly amazing! 

I don't know how they do what 
they do as well as they do as fast 

So praise the Lord for all He is 
doing as He continues to bring His 
bountiful resources to our minis­
try. It is exciting to see Him at 
work if! so many marvelous ways. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 



NATION 
Court: Lesbian 
ex-partner gets 
child visitation 

Judge rules in favor of pastor 
leading Capitol prayer tours 

Christian groups defend radio's 
Dr. Laura amid gay protesters 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-A Dis­
trict of Columbia federal judge has 

TRENTON, N.J. (RNS)- ruled that a Maryland evangelist had 
The New Jersey, Supreme Court . the constitutional right to pray inside 
ru1M April 6 thaUflesbian worn- , the U.S. Capitol. 
an deserves visitation rights _for The judge also ordered U.S. Cap-
the children she helped raise, itol Police to no longer restrict peo-
even though the woman and her ple from bowing in .prayer in the 
partner are no longer together. . , national landmark. · 

, tThecourtfoundJhatthewo,m- • ,; In November 1996, Pierre 
L anis a "psychologj;c~parent"be- Bynum accompanied a .grou~, of 

caµ_se s~~ helped nuse the cou- , eight people on a "prayer tour _as 
plels twms before the two worn- • • associate pastor of Waldorf Chns­
en separated. The cas~ i~volv_ed . tian Assembly in Wal?orf, Md. 
a·woman who was artificially m- ~ In an order and Judgment re-

i - ~miriatedandgav~J>irthtotwins leased April 3, U.S. District Ju~ge 
• in 1994. She aI1<:i ,her y~rmer Paul Friedman ruled that the police 
·, rai~d the c!illd:'6fi·together be~ agency is "restrained fro~ enforc-

for:e separating m I 996. . ing ... the ban on prayer agamst Rev. 
After the couple broke up, the Pierre Bynum when he prays as part 

woman who did not_give_b_i~ to , of the privately condu~ted prayer 
the children wasdemed VlSltation tours of the U.S. Capitol that he 
rigllts and custody. When the,j leads." 
state Supref:Ue Cou~ h~d .~e •• The judge further orde~ed that r~-
case, Associ;ite Justice Vrrguua strictions against "bowmg one s 
Long said each wo~ could be head, closing one's. e)'.es and cl~sp-
a "fully capable, lovmg parent ing one's hands wJthm the Umted 
committed to tf:e s~ety and_wel- States Capitol" can no longer be en-
fare of the twms; Associated forced. 
Press reporte~. . Bynum filed suit in ~ 997, ~laim-

Gonservatlves were upset with ing his visit to the Capitol with the 
the ruling. ' 'The)'. have acknowl- "Capitol Hill Prayer Alert" group _re-
edged that there ts no statute that suited in an infringement of his First 
would grant psychological parent- Amendment rights of free speech 
hood,yet theywentontocreateit," and free exercise when Capitol Po-
said Jan LaRue, a lawyer with the lice threatened him with arrest. He 
Washington-based Family Re- had conducted a "Capitol Hill Prayer 
search Council. Tour" organized by Capitol Hill 

Missions in Poland 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College sopho­
mores Jamey Short, from Glasgow, 
and Heather Murphree, from Jones­
ville, Va., spent spring break 2000 
in Warsaw, Poland. Each Kentucky 
Baptist liberal arts college sent a 
male and female student, and Short 
and Murphree represented Cumber­

Monday through Friday eve­
nings, team members went to one 
of the college dorms and presented 
a program of skits and songs. They 
then engaged the students in con­
versation so the Polish students 
could practice their English and the 
team members could build relation­
ships that God might use to lead 
people to Him. . 

land and Kentucky very 
well . 

Missionary Susan 
Carson requested a team 
of students to help lay the 
foundation for a ministry 
to college students in 
Warsaw. Approximately 
200,000 college students 
live and study in the area 
with no Christian minis­
try specifically directed 
toward them. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

Both Short and Mur­
phree had special minis­
try encounters. Short was 
able to introduce a new 
Christian to the pastor of 
the International Church, 
who will help the new 
Christian mature in his 
faith. Murphree and a fel­
low team member had 
the opportunity to talk to 
a young woman who said 
she was an atheist but 

Sunda:Y morning all six students 
on the team led worship at the In­
ternational Church. That evening a 
concert helped them meet some of 
the students. 

Monday through Friday morn­
ings, team members prayer-walked 
through different parts of the city. 
Since direct evangelism is strongly 
discouraged, they prayed for oppor­
tunities to share their faith . Mur­
phree found the inability to freely 
share her faith the most difficult 
aspect of the trip. A veteran of sev­
eral mission trips, openly sharing 
her faith comes naturally to her. 

was very interested in the Christian 
faith. God used them to plant a seed. 

Short is trying to get a team of 
students to return to Poland in May 
for further ministry. Team members 
will have to raise their own support, 
and Murphree is considering going 
back. We thank them for their de­
sire to serve Christ and their com­
mitment to international missions. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Prayer Alert, a Christian ministry 
that takes small groups around open 
areas of the Capitol building. 

Capitol Police believed the 
prayers were a form of demonstra­
tion. 

The U.S. Capitol Police Board 
has a regulation that describes "dem­
onstration activity" as "expressive 
conduct that conveys a message sup­
porting or opposing a point of view 
or has the ... propensity to attract a 
crowd of onlookers." 

Friedman ruled that the regula­
tion cannot be enforced because it 
is "unconstitutionally vague" and 
too broad. 

"While the regulation is justified 
by the need ... to prevent disruptive 
conduct in the Capitol, it sweeps too 
broadly by inviting the Capitol Po­
lice to restrict behavior that is in no 
way disruptive," he wrote. 

James Henderson, senior counsel 
of the American Center for Law and 
Justice, welcomed the decision on 
behalf of Bynum. 

"This is an important decision 
upho lding the Firs t Amendment 
rights of all citizens-including our 
client," Henderson said in a state­
ment. "We are grateful the court 
found that prayer is protected 
speech- and not a form of demon­
stration." 

Calls seeking comment from the 
U.S. Capitol Police were not imme­
diately returned. 

Standing firm 
Many of you may have heard 

from your pastors that Kentucky 
Baptist Homes for Children has 
been notified by the Lesbian and 
Gay Rights/ AIDS Project of the 

• American Civil Liberties Union that 
they intend to tilt: a lawsuit against 
us unless we eliminate our employ­
ment policy barring men and wom­
en who engage in homosexual be­

MANASSAS, Va. (BP)-The National Religious 
Broadcasters has come to the defense of syndicated radio 
psychologist Laura Schlessinger, whose upcoming television 
program has drawn angry protests by homosexual activists. 

NRB President Brandt Gustavson wrote a letter to 
Paramount Television encouraging the company to stand firm 
against homosexual activists' protests of Schlessinger's 
show, which is slated to begin Sept. 11. The NRB 
encompasses more than 1,250 Christian communicators in 
the United States. 

Gustavson, in a letter to Paramount executive Kerry 
McClugage, wrote: "Of course, in these days of political 
correctness anybody who dares to say some decisions are 
right and some decisions are wrong will be subjected to a 
barrage of criticism. This is precisely what has happened to 
Dr. Laura. The logic these protesters are using clearly doesn't 
make sense.'' 

Schlessinger's radio show reaches an estimated 20 million 
people through 500 stations in the United States and Canada. 
Paramount executives said her television program will feature 
the same type of material featured on the radio program, and 
that has homosexual activists in an uproar. 

Paramount said 85 percent of the country's television 
markets have signed up her hour-long program, despite the 
protests. 

Richard Land, president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention's Ethics & Relig ious Liberty Commission, issued 
a call during the agency's "For Faith & Family" radio 
broadcast encouraging telephone calls to Paramount in 
support of Schlessinger. -

"Dr. Laura has every right to express her views and 
Americans have every right to hear them," Land told Baptist 
Press. "It can only serve to provide some balance to the 
radical homosexual propaganda machine which so dominates 
national entertainment and media outlets." 

KBHC. Ask your friends and 
church family to do the same. 

KBHC's policies and practices 
are designed to care for children the 
very best we know how. We believe 
employing individuals who assert 
their homosexual behavior is not in 
the best interest of any child, and it 
is especially not in the best interest 
of children and teens who are in cri-

sis because of sexual and havior from employment 
with the agency, or dis­
continue our reimburse­
ment contracts with state 
·government. 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

physical abuse. 

Fact: KBHC' s em­
ployment policy breaks 
no local, state·or federal 
law, and we have never 
discriminated against any 
child or teenager we 
serve because of race, re­
ligion or sexual identity 
issues. The only time we 
refuse to care for a child Bill Smithwick 
is if we do not have a pro-

During most of 
KBHC's 130-year histo­
ry, we ministered without 
state reimbursements. 
The commonwealth 
came to us because they 
needed help caring for 
our state ' s abused and 
neglected children and 
teens. We consistently 
have provided quality 
care, and at a financial 
loss to KBHC. Kentucky 
Baptists have been there 

gram appropriate for his or her 
needs. 

Fact: If state contracts are can­
celed, KBHC will continue to serve 
children and families just as we . 
have since 1869. The sad difference 
is not nearly as many children 
would be touched through this 
agency. To show your support of 
family values, please call Gov. Paul 
Patton at (502) 564-2611, and your 
local legislators at (800) 372-7181 , 
and encourage them to stand with 

to make sure more children could 
be served and to enhance the lives 
of those we already were caring for. 
Please stand firm with us, for the 
children. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 
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■ ttous; .,a~~i:te-term a~,ntion 1rctn. 
The House of Representatives voted April 5 . 
t9 ban.a.gontrov~,t~i~J• tate-~~r~ .~.9W;tion 
procedure knownJff the medical · '· ••••• 
community as intact dilation and extraction 
and called by its opp.onents ''partial-birth 
abortion.'' The vot.e came despite a . 
promised veto by President Clinton, who 
has twice vetoed similar legislation. Both 
his vetoes have been overriden by the 
House, whose bipc1r;tisan 285 to 141 v9te 
again provides the two-thirds majority · 
needed to override a presidential veto. But 
the Senate, whic~ .c1pproved aGpmpahion 
billlastiall, ·has su~tained Clir,don's vetoes 
~ach time and is expected to·go so again . 

• Court reinstat~•gu~~ d!!~ing bant Jn 
a decision that will make it easier for cities 
to pan nude danci'n{l, the U.S. Supreme 
Cpuit r~tnstateci .a Q:J;tiOicipal.p~blic-nudity 

;: sfaM~;fhat had\b~n.ipvalici~~d.bY}' Y, ·•+ 

•• • Pertnsyivania's ttip court. oijfa s-a· vote 
c1nnoµnced Ma.rcnJ9, justices reversed:)he 

,t 

Class of 2000, part 2 

NATION 
NATIONAL NOTES 

Jesus Christdflatter-day Saints at the 
meeting in Sa~ ~ke City,The neVv .. U.'$. 
temples will be inlubboc~( Texas; ;':; 
Snowflake, Arfz.; and "somewhere illthe 
Tri-Cities area in the state of Washington," 
he said. Temples are also planned for Aba, 
Nigeria; Asuncion, Paraguay; and Helsipki, 
Finland. The Mormon cht.frch has 78 
temples in operation and. 32 temples under 
construction. • 

• $105,000 awarded for dtscrimination. 
A jury in Jacksonville, Fla, has awarded a 
Muslim man $105,216 after .his employer 
fired him when he wanted,to leave wotk • 
early on Fridays to pray, an obligation 
required of Muslim men. According to 
theflorida Tiines-Union,.fweed Ans~ri 

··•· wa(fired frorriffay;s Plumbing 2 • 
Contractors of Jacksonville in July 1997 
because of "early absence.son Friday.s," 
. Ansari b~9an '\iqfl5fog for; tu~ compiiiY, 

asked for tegal representation in his bid to 
have his son returned to Cuba. Officials 
said the fund, which receives no church 
money, was start~d to collect voluntary 
donations to help pay for the lawyer. 

■ .. Sears se.ttles Sabbath-working suit. 
Under term~ Of a settlement agreement 
with the office of the New York state 
attorney general, retail.giant Sears, 
mi~buck & Co,will ~Uow.repairtechnicians 
who have religious objections to working 
on Saturdays to work on Sundays instead. 
§ear~.has ~l~o.agreedJo give $225,000 for 
employer education programs and·provide. 
$120,000 for training scholarships to 
peoplecwho observe the Saturday Sabbath. 
T~,e ~ornyY9~neraes office launched its 
investigatiori'ofthe Sears policy requiring 
repair workers to work on Saturdays last 
summer after an Orthodox Jew said he 
w:cii.rfot• hir-ig bY the company because. he 
wquld not'~qrk on Saturdays. • ••• a month earlier:~nd·tol~ his boss he~w 

would need to leave wo~~arly on'Fridays 
to. att:end .a w.~e~y pra¥~r~i;vi9e. A~§~ti ..... •.. / ..... .. / , . .·. . .. . .. .. .. . 

, .• sai,9Ipi$ supe~~bf"$aid;~[!~ 'probl~{l!w· <~6MtfiGat1!~fralaW eQforcementofficials 
,. • < •f',;; . <R .. , have charged two teenagers with,rece 
., ,. ;,_.-._._,._ ,.:i,.~iLL ... ~-''' ., c..:... __ ,:. -- i,.,_ --edominantly Afnc:an 

~ Columbia and 
lrofis1tQ'. iijveitigafi~Q\ttie"sep~~{e ,Xcid AEb 

Elian " • crimes. The'teens are charg~d 
news • cp[lneotio~1mth a firebqmb bei 
qfc:!h~• ... 1 +.. i:;;ltlrp1,1gho,tht4W!nr10~ qf~t. P~m 
;ciety set ···· 'G'nufoh anaJire being$etto 

,.,_ •---n-Miguel -·'----" - ... i ,,c._ ..... __ ~,·· · 

one ~~[injured in either incident. stiiritf 
Tommy Mims saidJmth suspects are also 
chargedwith breaking windows at the lqcal . 
office of the National,Association for thee' •• 
Advancement of Colored People. 

■ Chu~ plttns ~.latk men gathering. , 
The Afr1ccln Met~odist Episcopal Church)s • 
spearheading plans for a July 4 national 
gathering of African-American men to 
add res§ issu~s confronting their famiHes 
and communittes. The Christian Men's 
Freedom Forum 2000 will be held in 
Cincinnati the day before the 
denomination's quadrennial General 
Conference. Organizers hope to attract 
men from a variety of social and economic. 
backgro,un9s .to d~v~lop solutions to 
issues challenging black men across the· 
country. ' 

II Pastq1r:~ues$upremacist leader. 
black pastorin Chicago filed a fede . 

suit April 4 charging white supre 
'-.lea[ld his:World Chyrch oft 
. shObld,g~'tteldtespoQsible'f; 

1f :tfollower who-went Off a sh 
• ly,,$1ephenAiiclerso 

1ih$.mith durfng,cl 
'" '°",,., , , •• ,,sti9bting spfee;ls s 
ecmectoam;iges'in a lawsuit th 
s Haie colluded with Smith to v 
ijifq;$civit .. rii)f:l:ts,'Ahq~~<?ri, w 
he tias.fofg1ve,rsm1th, said If 

.;;_· .~II L _,.~ "I • 

Did you attend camp at Clear Creek? 
This is another in a series of senior essays learned many things from the chapel services and 

going to church on Sundays. It gives me some ideas 
on how to deal with life, and I socialize better with 
other people .... I have worked hard ... and have 
earned good grades. At the present time I am ranked 
ninth in the senior class. 

The week of June 12-19, 1941, 
brought 357 girls, age 9 to 16, to 
camp at Clear Creek Springs. 
Each group of eight girls had the 
leadership of a "group sister," and 
a "big sister" (usually a YW A 
girl) was responsible for two or 
three groups. Each dormitory had 
a house mother, and Mrs. L.C. 
Kelly was "camp mother." 

why every boy who has ever gone 
wants to go back. Never have I 
had the privilege of being with a 
finer group of boys, and while 
they enjoyed the games, athletic 
events, and other such camp ac­
tivities, there was a deep spiritual 
atmosphere that gives me great 
encouragement when they re­
member that this group is simply 

about "My Oneida Experience": 
"My name is 'Tina' and I'm from Tennessee. 

(In) my first high school ... I would run around with 
the wrong crowd and abuse drugs and alcohol. I 
would skip school occasionally . ... I came to Onei­
da three years ago. When I came ... I was really 
scared .... I worried about what people would think 
ofme . ... I'm very fond of what this school has to 
offer. 

'The one thing that really gets my at­
tention ... is the friends you make and the 
different people you meet. ... I have par­
ticipated in the work program and Beta 
Club. Some of (my) jobs ... were work­
ing in the grill, dorm, dining hall, kitch­
en, daycare and I have been a hall moni­
tor. 

'There is one person in this school that 
I hav.e worked with that has helped to 
change my life .. . . No matter what I would 
do wrong, she would still love me for who 
I was. I love and thank her for being there 
for me. 

THIS IS 
·ONEIDA 

'The single most important thing I have gained 
from OBI is that I have learned more about the Bible 
in the Bible class, chapel services and church. Now 
I can confidently say that I know more about the 

Bible and will be able to give reasons for 
my beliefs to anybody who asks me .... I 
feel I am perfectly ready for my future 
role in society." 

"I will be working hard to achieve the W.F. Underwood 

"My name is 'Bob.' ... I came to Onei­
da during my seventh grade year. When 
I first came ... I hated it. I thought my 
parents didn't want me around, ... but that 
was not true. They left me here for rny 
own good. The reason I have stayed so 
long is because of the friends I have 
made. I also like the way the teachers 
teach and the help they are willing to give 
me with my school work. ... When I came 
to Oneida my grades were l9w, so they 
put me in (tutoring lab) for one quarter. goals that I have for my future. I feel that 

I am more than ready . ... The single most important 
thing I have gained from being at Oneida is my life. 
If it weren't for Oneida Baptist Institute, I would 
more thari likely be dead right now. Since the first 
day I came to Oneida I started growing as a Chris­
tian and as a person. I know I'm not perfect and that 
I make a lot of mistakes, but I have learned from 
my mistakes, and they have made me a stronger 
person." 

"My name is 'Iknny' andlamfromEthiopia .... 
I have been at Oneida since .the beginning of this 
academic year. What I like most about Oneida is 
the Friday ... praise time in chapel. ... I.have by far 

.. . I went back to my old school, .. . but my grades 
fell again, so I decided to come back to Oneida. 

''The most important thing I have gained from 
being at Oneida is respect for others, myself and 
God. The daily chapel services have been very im­
portant to me .... I can take time to talk with God, 
the Creator, and tell Him about my problems. He 
knows about all my problems anyway .... I have 
made good friends here who know and trust me. 
Oneida has been a good experience for me." 
W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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Thirty-seven of the 
girls became Christians 
at the camp, and 65 ded­
icated their lives for 
Christian service. On 
Sunday afternoon, a 
G.A. coronation service 
recognized 52 girls, and 
Doris Ray of St. Mat­
thews Baptist Church 
reached the highest rank 
of "queen regent." 

State WMU Secre­
tary Mary Nelle Lyne 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

a ten-year advance 
meeting of the General 
Assembly.'' 

Boys from 50 towns 
brought enrollment to a 
total of 30 I campers. 
Ninety-one of the boys 
were not Christians, but 
during the week 57 boys 
"gave their hearts to the 
Lord." 

wrote, "Many Kentucky Bill Whittaker 
Baptists do not yet real-

The summer camps 
are a significant part of 
Clear Creek's history. 
Many of the campers 
are now involved in 

ize the wonderful evangelistic op­
portunities these summer camps 
give to the boys and girls of East 
Kentucky." 

The July 9, 1942, issue of the 
Western Recorder carried a pho­
tograph of the annual boys' camp 
for that summer. State board of 
missions field worker W.L. Crum-
pler wrote of the week, "This was 
my first year to attend .the Boys' 
Camp, so I did not know just what 
the attraction was. I can see now 

Kentucky Baptist churches. One 
chapter of the 75th anniversary 
history of Clear Creek will focus 
on the camp and assembly days. I 
have heard from a few of the 
campers.' Send me your summer 
camp story. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 
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Care Team ministry helps ex-convicts prepare for future 
By Hillary Wicai 
Religion News Service 

ST. LOUIS (RNS)-What do you 
get when you mix about half a dozen 
ex-convicts with a nursing home full 
of senior citizens? 

It sounds like the sensational crime 
story of the week, but the combina­
tion actually produces an inspiring 
result called Care Team, a communi­
ty re-entry ministry for ex-offenders. 

Fifty-two-year-old Marsha Brock 
used to be a thief to support her drug 
habit. Now her full-time job is steal­
ing a laugh, spreading good cheer and 
acting as an advocate for the elderly 
at Northview Village Nursing Center 
in St. Louis. She's on the Care Team. 

"My life was made out of break­
ing the law. Basically I was just a 
crook," Brock said. 

Brock served time in prison. Now 
she reads to Northview's elderly resi­
dents, runs to the store for them or just 
sits with them. 

Lutheran Ministries Association, a 
St. Louis social services agency that 
runs the program, screens ex-offend­
ers like Brock and recruits those who 
want to change their lives to be on the 
Care Team. They earn $6.25 an hour 
and work 20 to 25 hours a week at the 
nursing home. 

The seniors at North view have love 
to give and lessons to teach. 

"By (the ex-offenders) trying to get 
back into society by working with 
people who are less fortunate than 
they are, it gives them a sense of re­
sponsibility and peace," Northview 
resident Manford Pearson said. 

And the team of five to seven 
members makes seniors like Anita 

CARE TEAM Member Marsha Brock (left) talks with with Jessie Miller. a resident of the 
Northview Village Nursing Center in St. Louis. The Care Team is an innovative community 
re-entry ministry for drug and alcohol ex-offenders. The vast majority of participants go 
on to successfully enter the Job market. (RNS photo by Hillary Wicai) 

Hennings, who recently had a stroke, 
feel good. "They spend time with me. 
They read the Bible with me," Hen­
nings said. 

The team does the jobs a busy nurs­
ing staff does not have time to accom­
plish. These tasks include things that 
make getting through a day a little bit 
easier for seniors who can feel ware­
housed and forgotten. 

Some might question putting ex­
offenders in with a population of vul­
nerable senior citizens. But coordina­
tors of the program say that when you 
put two hurting populations together, 
they give each other hope. 

"Ex-offenders know what it's like 
to be rejected and senior citizens of­
ten feel like they've been rejected and 
neglected," said Vera Marcella Walk­
er, Care Team director. "Care Team 
members and senior citizens, they 
know how to show love toward one 
another." 
. It was Walker's idea to begin the 

program, and Lutheran Ministries 
took a.chance. "I think our fears often 
get in the way of what our judgment 
should be. I think we often see the 
church walking away from people 
rather than toward them," said Dick 
Tetzloff, executive director of Luthe-

ran Ministries. 
After eight years the program has 

a proven track record. Not one of the 
40 past and present team members has 
been in trouble with the law while on 
the carefully supervised team. Walk­
er is even prouder that 97 percent of 
former team members have stayed out 
of trouble after leaving the team for 
other jobs. 

And that' s the point of the Care 
Team. While working at the nursing 
home, team members get job skills 
and build a resume complete with ref­
erences, when no one else would give 
them the chance. 

"No one would hire me when I told 
them I'd been incarcerated. Even 
though they'd look at my credentials 
and say you're suitable for this job," 
Care Team member Nathaniel 
Johnson said. Johnson served 15 years 
for murder and robbery. He was 21 
when he committed the crimes. 

When he reached his 40s, Johnson 
was about to return to crime, •~ust to 
get by," he said. But he discovered the 
Care Team. He said it saved his life. 

"It gives you a sense of self-worth 
and value, that you have a place and 
you fit because you're interacting with 
people," Johnson said. 

He and Brock both credit the se­
niors. 

"No matter what's going on with 
the seniors, they say they're blessed," 
Brock said. "And I say, wow, I'm 
blessed also. It just changed me." 

Brock's in college now. She said 
she knows she'll do well because the 
seniors and staff at Northview trusted 
her. 'They allowed me to do good," 
Brock said. And the more good she 
does, she said, the better she feels. 
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Coordinators of 
the program say 
that when 
you put two 
hurting 
popula_tions 
together, 
they give each 
other hope. 

spentincist of his teenage years feeffngJike+i '.After graduating'frorn high scnoQt. he more:!lv.,, / fee i .'' " • . \¥/ feeliQgs'.w,h others, 
.• an outsider. . ' • • attended a ChrisUan· youth camp with a Re,allzing he neei:leq; ~elp, 'Black .. , • .• ·~ part of the healing process, Black said.>@r 
r <: . Black, now a junior psychology major at group of friends from First Baptist Church attended a Promise ~e~pers rally In Dallas "Theaccountabil~is,~p important;.Jt'~ 
• Hqqnibal-LaGrange CoUege in Mi~,souri, of O'Fallon, Mo. There, he saicJ, h,e realized in .1 ~s·,~nd spotted WJ>0oth with a b~nqpr somethin!f;you have Jp ... ~~veJo get thro~gb 
~~ig that,.~vge l§a~;~ b~g~p havtnQ;f~eHng~ ,Q~S~plrltual need_q,Q~.Jyeepted .~P9,~t.~~+ "Heal!gp::Jor Ho1TJgse;~~;~,.s:,:·.. . J? .,;ilfii1 it,'.' h~i~fil9rrt.'. .. S~F,rets ~rjil~~dJIQ,Stda_.:._,r • 

,, he.classifies as "homosexual tendencies." ·' h1s>personal Sav10r:i1 '' '"" " ' ;1:; '"f, Hesnat~hed a.Pat;qp.hlet from"th~I~d_ge. thingsina:per~on'.st .. _ . .... . 
• He eventually apted on those desires a . The next day, whlle listening to a,, of the table while walkjng past the booth;;"! BJ~qkcredits,ExodtisJ~tematlonalwitlL 

couple of times inJ1igh school, he.said. message focusing· oh . "sin in • • ••• ·· was so afraid someone was • helping hi111 discover an ipentity he never ., .· 
:J~ck called those years dlffipult be®-use he people's lives," he.9.~ided he .. going to see me.'' "'' ... knew.yi,~~there. He hqH~one day to mar;r;y ,0 
ap Jqw self-esteem'~gd .didn'.tJeeJ...ti~~-~tlr. wq~ld, have · to abaog.Rn IJi~.. v ~ ... ·•··•· He .1ater,r~1)'g the pamp~Je.t/1:;; • and. ha.~~,9i1Jildren .. '.'t"Y~~!1lq,.;9e .. a dad,d··· •t 

:~ith the'ot~~tt~uysr r.. •
1 :.y;:21i1t1!:I' ",":, hQJnoiexyal'desir~!i:;f:!11 ;ii;' i!?;~hiclJtalke;jI!gQOt Exoct,.:4~f1lil1~th "fhe;gt9!Qiiatioo iu~~\\~~Jp~d him d 

.. ..... e didn't talk ~6quf those feeUnyswi!fl ./ :[here' it was rig ~Un the T\lnternation~f;>a'non-profit, QPh;t a confidence in sharing QiS,~tory with ,. ,, . ,n .• 

a~y of hi~. friends ~r family for feafhe • • Blble, talking about how denominational organization;that in his churchr he said1 ~-d~tn'g he hopes_i~i~, .. ;
1 

" 

>. would be rejected. "There was nq .~ay I was hq1TJ0Sexuals 'wilt not inherit the . preaches that men and women testilll9PY wifl help othets who are . ,. i,/ 
-:. g9i9gto let this out," he said: "I w~s {~ally kingpgm Qf God,"' IJ~,,said, . • •• , -. can.find their:1!~Y out of xf str~gglf~tt~ith sirnilari$S 
~ .. gqod.'at keepingthi9gs inside.;l .. gtii~my ;referring to,l ,Cp[ipfflans 6,W ""- "~""'" 7. hompsext.l~fi~~:... ..:: ,tI;~;ii , Blap~sipastor;'@~rY(i 
;; • bj,9gest fear was that l wouJqrj1t:bi ;c;; . s':'.'Af:t,erf saw it: 1 .. ~~,ci~ered_ ·, ,.,+ . . . ;;Jr Some'peoQ!}ffn~ thiit '·::::::t{i~: day Bla~~:sn,.ire,dhfs'~e~,1ttny_with h.i 

apcepted." . . .... .... ...... . aroµnd for a wh1le-iust crymg. I f3l8£k I, ,, •· message controversial, but BJapk, "I w~ naturally a httl\tsurpnsed, bu> 
••• 1n high school; Black triedJo, fit1d was, having one oMhe greatest @ t , like many,.others who have .gone preacher, you always wahttb show concern, 

. ac.ceptance through sports. He parycipated, and at the same time. 9ne of the worst throµgh the program si.nce 1976, testifies interest and love," Taylpr ~id. "It is 
•• ,t~~n. wrestlJQQJQd t{acK, ~Hlb~ ~i~ • . ··•·. 7~B~r(gncespf rpy;!~~.'.:'> ci ,, rz(" .. ;x'.: <i .,, .• ... <~~~f~,Y:{~rked for .hirn.;+·,, .·· . ·... . ... :;''rt.\ magnlfip~~! .!P see .. ~~t;~,~ graceptG 

9g''.'filled· th.~·Vqldi1n:hls .. life;}~iji!ij; ;g;~/1/ 1:iiiiiii!l1ftlack said' ~,w~(~~}~~sy)o;;l~l'b~I:tfw<t ''.1:;:f. ····~~l~;WouJtf be ;tnon\o!igtt9re.Blackf;i~1.i~'1:)!i ,:cauJtq;'!~~~:persilo"S;mft~fgg .. Rx~n1
,, 

ually came to,believe he wo~1a·a1ways ., wh~the had accepte~as his identity~ • workeo up enough c?qra(ie to call tha\t:'; , testimony,ls· evldenctr;P.f,tliaf · '*'' .. .'. , 
different " • < < "Tll~re was a time,wfien I didn't thi9kthere organi;ation. He thefrbegan attendiQ9Jr.''' • AfterJie graduates f~gm c9llege, ,8~1 

"Since l didn'tknqw Christ, afid<I wasn't wafany way these feelings were.going to Exodus meetings near his hometown Of plans to seek a. full-tlmltposition in .:: 
raised in a Christian home, I pretty much. change." • .... , ' Lake St.Louis, Mo .. '. . .r , counseling with Exodus .. ,/nternational. He 

;!;; ag~~pted ,that th,i.swa~Jhe way tflirn.~?>, <!+ /' ,r . [;Or a while, h~} ~~i.Q, ~!a~kJlle>yg~tm~ ••••• i;~~)~ttending 1JVee~y111eetings, • ~e ~!Qi . said thef9is a groWiQO;.Q,~.~Q for.;,~h~~tl 
,would be," he sa:id: - • :;;;+ , ",,. would have to live0a)celilfate lifestylet:;( , · he ½'.as able 'to redefin·~,ijis role as· ai;i;r ' whritari cqunsel intfii~area:? ••• • /; 

Black said he believes some ofthose keeping his homosexual feelings bottled Christian man. "The sessions focused on ~The church needs to·be Willing to 
feelings were triggered by_his strained up. That led to depression and what it means to be a man of God rather address it, because it isn't going away," he 
relationship with his father. So Black sought coniemplating suicide, he sa1d. "It got to thaO'what society.defines as a true man." said. 

$;.,;,.,.,,~.,.._,,,., ::/::;;m_,:.:~; ,.~❖;.::»:W ,o.;.,,.,,.;_-;_;"""""···-·~:-. ,,..,_ 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ APRIL 11 , 2000 13 



PEOPLE ~-
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi West Kentucky churches host 'continuous revivals' 

CLINTON-At least 19 churches 
in West Kentucky Baptist Association 
are participating in a "continuous re­
vival," which started last month and 
will continue through early May. 

of Hickman, Kenneth Basham. 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, . 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

-■ Wisdom for 
missionaries who serve 

as strategy facilitators in 
Tanzania: Vance 

Kirpatrick, Brad Veitch, 
Paul Hemline, Bill 

Eardensohn and Ed 
Giddens. 

■ Missionary Annie 
Byrd and son Eric who 

will travel from Poland to 
Louisville April 17 for 

Eric's eye surgery. They 
will be in Kentucky 

through May 9. 

■ Missionaries Johnny 
and Barbara Burneet as 

they serve at the 
International Baptist 

Church of Dar es Salaam 
in Tanzania. 

■ lhe hundreds of 
people who live in 

shanties on the hillsides 
of Mwanza, Tanzania. 

Though many are 
nominally Christian or 
Muslim, they depend 

heavily on animism and 
witchcraft. 

■ The ministry of a 
small Baptist fellowship 

in Rzeszow, Poland. 
Several families who 
were attending have 

become active in a 
religious cult. 

Missionaries ask prayer 
"for the fellowship as 

they seek to be 
strengthened in the Lord 

and to minister to the 
cult m_llmbers." 

■ East Indians and 
African-Americans to 

plant churches in 
Greater Boston. 

■ Church planters 
Richard Henry and 

Vinnie Cappetta as they 
work toward the first 

public worship service 
for a new church in 

Framingham, Mass. The 
service is planned for 

Easter Sunday. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CENTRAL CITY-Cherry Hill 
Church called Travis Fox of Beaver 
Dam as youth minister. Chris Odle is 
pastor. 
■ GHENT-Ghent Church celebrat­
ed its 200th anniversary April 1-2. 
Ghent Church was instrumental in 
starting Whites Run, Jordan, First Car­
rollton, Dallasburg and Warsaw 
churches in Kentucky and four 
churches in Indiana. Tom Collier is 
pastor. 
■ GREENSBURG-Bethlehem and 
Green Hill churches presented the 
play "Heaven's Gates & Hell's 
Flames" March 26-28. Three thou­
sand people viewed the play, and 143 
decisions were made. 
■ HOPKINSVILLE-Casky Church 
will host revival services April 16-20, 
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m., and 
7 p.m. nightly. Curtis McGehee will 
be the evangelist. Bob Morgan is 
pastor. 
■ LEXINGTON- Immanuel Church 
will present "A Life of Praise" April 
16 at 6 p.m. and April 19 at 6:30 p.m. 
The 7 p.m. Maundy Thursday service 
will feature Jhan Moskowitz of Jews 
for Jesus. Also, the church will host a 
Good Friday service at noon. For in­
formation, call (606) 266-3174. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Bethany Church 
will host a prayer and praise service 
April 15 at 7 p.m. The sanctuary choir 
anfl praise team will present "God 
With Us" April 16 at 10:30 a.m. and 
7 p.m. Todd Robertson is pastor. 

Cloverleaf Church will present the 
musical drama "The Cross and Be­
yond" April 21 at 7 p.m. Geoffrey 
Lacefield is pastor. 

Minors Lane Church will host re­
vival services April 16-19.David Liv-

FOR SALE: Brick house and sid­
ing garage that needs to be removed 
from property in Bloomfield, Ky. 
House measures 36' wide and 38' 
deep, has 6 rooms, 1 bath, fireplace 
and 2 rooms upstairs. Garage mea­
sures 24' wide and 32' deep. Owner 
accepting sealed bids on each struc­
ture. For more information or appoint­
ment, call (502) 252-8435. 

FOR SALE: 1989 Carpenter 41-
passenger church coach.- Cat diesel, 
auto transmission, low mileage, new 
tires, leather upholstery. The coach 
rides on an International Asiaian­
Smith chassis with air ride and air 
brakes. It is equipped with a separate 
Cobota diesel compressor for air-con­
ditioning. For information or appoint­
ment, please contact Scott Guthrie at 
First American in Franklin, Ky., (270) 
586-4473; fax: (270) 586-2666. For 
sale by FBC Franklin. 

SEEKING: Full-time secretary 
with computer skills. Send resume to: 
Trinity Baptist Church, 604 South 21st 
St., Paducah, KY 42003, or fax: (270) 
442-1075. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
., . Mt. Zion, Ill., seeks full-time music 

minister. Please send resume to: FBC, 
PO Box 137, Mt. Zion, IL 62549, 
Attn: Scott Doughty. 

SEEKING: Degreed foreign lan­
guage teacher (high school). Call 
(606) 272-1217 for application. 
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ingston will be the evangelist. Kevin 
Netherly is pastor. 

Ninth and O Church will present 
an Easter musical April 21-22 at 7 
p.m.; sunrise service April 23 at 7:30 
a.m. Rodney Burnette is pastor. 

St. Matthews Church will host 
FFH in concert April 27 at 7:30 p.m. 
Tickets are available at Louisville area 
bookstores. Les Hollon is pastor. 
■ OWENSBORO- Buena Vista 
Church will host revival services April 
20-23, 11 a.m. Sunday and 6:30 p.m. 
nightly. Wyman Copass will be the 
evangelist; Fes Robertson will be the 
music evangelist. 

Walnut Memorial Church will 
present "Heaven Rejoices" April 14-
16 at 6 p.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. week­
nights . For information, call (270) 
684-7234. David Taylor is music 
minister; Odell Beauchamp is pastor. 
■ PEMBROKE-Pembroke Church 
called Jack Studie as pastor. Studie 
previously served at Sharon Church, 
Mayfield. Also, Pembroke area Meth­
odist and Christian churches will 
present the musical "The Journey" at 
Pembroke Baptist April 21-22 at 
7p.m. 
■ PROVIDENCE-First Church will 
host revival services April 16-19 at 6 
p.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. weeknights. 
Bob Martin will be the evangelist. 
■ SCOTTSVILLE-Scottsville 
Church will host revival services April 
23-29 at 7 p.m. and April 25-27 at 
12:05 p.m. Jeff Eaton will be the_ 
evangelist. For information, call (502) 
237-3451. 
■ WHITESBURG- First Church 
will present an Easter cantata, "Alpha 
and Omega," April 15-16 at 7 p.m. 
Sherry Edwards is music minister. 

More than half the churches in the 
association are hosting a revival meet­
ing or special activity, and some ac­
tivity will occur nearly every night, 
said Director of Missions Charles 
Blair. 

Participating churches, along with 
the dates and speakers, are: 

I April 9-13 Hickman County tent 
revival crusade on U.S. 51 South, Lin­
coln Bingham. 

I April 9-13 Riceville Baptist 
Church, Donnie Smith. 

I April 9-14 New Bethel Baptist 
Church, Ronnie Stinson. 

I April 10-14 Mount Moriah Bap­
tist Church, Mike Farmer. 

I April 16-19 First Baptist Church 

I April 16 First Baptist Church of 
Arlington, Heritage Quartet, 1 :30 p.m. 

I April 16 Bethlehem Baptist 
Church, Heritage Quartet, 7 p.m. 

I April 16-20 Arlington First Bap­
tist Church, Tim Allred. 

I April 16-21 Mississippi Baptist 
Church, Michael Funderburk. 

I April 21 -23 Mount Carmel Bap­
tist Church. 

I April 24-28 Crutchfield Baptist 
Church, Bob Copeland. 

I May 3-5 Oak Grove Baptist 
Church. 

Churches that already have hosted 
revivals include Green Valley Mission­
ary Baptist Church, New Hope Baptist 
Church, New Harmony Baptist Church, 
Sassafras Ridge Baptist Church, First 
Baptist Church of Fulton, First Baptist 
Church of Clinton and Second Baptist 
Church of Clinton. 

'-
CAMPBELLSVILLE ADDRESS David Gushee (left), director of the Center for Christian 
Leadership at Union University in Jackson, Tenn., speaks With Campbellsville University 
professors Mark Medley and Walter Jackson following a Campbellsville convocation. 
Gushee discussed the _role of Christian colleges, noting that some people advocate sending 
Christian students to public colleges. "I disagree. The fundamental task of a Christian 
college is to serve as an arm of Christ," Gushee said. "By being the Christian university 
we are, we are letting people grow in Christlikeness. It is the best thing for society." 
(Campbellsville photo by Crystal Anderson) 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Full-time director/min­

ister for preschoolers/children at First 
Baptist Church in Madisonville, Ky. 
Responsibilities to include planning, 
promoting and evaluating the Christian 
education ministry of the church for 
children birth through the sixth grade. 
Please send resume to: FBC Staff 
Development Committee, PO Box 607, 
Madisonville, KY 4243 1. 

SEEKING: Church planter. 
Unique opportunity: Church starter 
needed to assist a team of sponsoring 
churches in a church plant near Rich­
mond, Va. Should be a self-starter, 
team builder and excellent communi­
cator. Key terms describing the new 
work are: innovative, seeker-sensitive, 
worship-based, contemporary, rural/ 
suburban, growing population, strong 
resource base. Send or e-mail resume 
with cover letter by April 28 to: Doug 
Frazier, church planting strategist, 
Dover Baptist Association, 1200 New 
York Ave., Glen Allen, VA 23060; 
e-mail: dfrazier@netzero.com. 

SEEKING: Bloomfield Baptist 
Church, Bloomfield, Ky., is prayerful­
ly seeking a pastor. Bloomfield Bap­
tist is a growth-oriented church with 
an average attendance of250 in morn­
ing worship. MDiv. is a minimal re­
quirement. Send resume to: Pastor 
Search Committee, Bloomfield Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 217, Bloomfield, 
KY 40008. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Middleton Baptist Church. We are lo­
cated just off Highway 100 between 
Russellville and Franklin, Ky. Send 
resume to: Doug Milliken, Middleton 
Baptist Church, 191 Middleton Circle, 
Franklin, KY 42134. 

SEEKING: Full-time director/ 
minister of youth and activities. Re­
sponsible for leading the church in de­
veloping a comprehensive program of 
youth Christian education and spiri­
tual development. Lead in planning 
and conducting a program of activi­
ties for church members and other 
people. Please send resume to: Staff 
Development Committee, First Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 607, Madison­
ville, KY 4243 1. 

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist 
Church of Cadiz is seeking a full-time 
minister of music and youth to assist 
the senior pastor in developing, coor­
dinating and conducting comprehen­
sive music programs and directing all 
youth ministries. Send resume to: 
Search Committee, East Cadiz Bap­
tist Church, 407 Third St., Cadiz, KY 
42211. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov­
ing church in Bowling Green. Must be 
experienced and ambitious. Send re­
sume to: Forest Park Baptist Church, 
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101, Attn: Search Com­
mittee. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
music minister, FBC of Anderson 
Hills, Cincinnati. Contact Tom Porter: 
(513) 232-6945, or church: (513) 474-
2441. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music for an excited and growing SBC 
church in Cloverport. Please send re­
sume to: Cloverport Baptist Church, 
314 WMainSt., Cloverport, KY 40111, 
or call (270) 788-6650. 

SEEKING: Part-time activities as­
sistant. Dependable, compassionate in­
dividual to assist in implementing rec­
reational program. Apply in person: 
Meadowview Health & Rehab Center, 
9701 Whipps Mill Road, Louisville. 
(502) 426-2778. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
First Twelve Mile Baptist Church, Cal­
ifornia, Ky. ( eight miles south of Alex­
andria). Send resume to Linda Winkler, 
8 Raintree Drive, Melbourne, KY 
41059-9612. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister for Farmdale Baptist Church, 
5610 U.S. Highway 127 South, Frank­
fort, Ky. If you feel God is calling you 
to this area to work with children, send 
resume to: Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive, 
Frankfort, KY 4060 I. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and youth. Please send resume 
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506, 
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search 
Committee. 
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Largest Christian mega-store's aisles draw customers 

MEGA STORE Rosemary Crowley shops 
for a Bible for her 10-year-old son at the 
new Potomac Adventist Book and Health 
Food Store in Silver Spring, Md. The 
40,000-square-foot megastore is billed as 
the world's largest Christian store. (RNS 
photo) 

By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

SILVER SPRING, Md. (RNS)­
We have a new candidate for the ti­
tle "Six Flags Over Jesus." 

The new Potomac Adventist 
Book and Health Food Store- with 
eight cash registers and 40,000 
square feet of shopping space- is 
billed as the largest Christian book­
store in the world. 

Sandwiched between a Target 
and a pet store, the store has more 
than quadrupled in size from the 
nearby location it left behind. 

Since early March, shoppers have 
trickled into the store ahead of its of­
ficial opening last week. Impressed 
by its size, they say they now find 
themselves having to resist the 
temptation of buying too many 
things. 

Clyde Kinder, the store's general 
manager and a Christian retailer for 
45 years, said traditional stores con­
tinue to fill a niche. He added, how­
ever, that the small but growing num­
ber of megastores like his have be­
come the best way to meet the multi­
faceted needs of Christian consumers. 

"I think that is the future of the 
Christian bookstore market," he said. 
"The smaller stores just cannot carry 
enough product to fill every need that 
the people have, and so in order to 
meet that demand and to meet that 
challenge you've got to go to the larg­
er megastore." 

Christian retailing experts confirm 
that Kinder' s store is the biggest based 

on square footage, far exceeding the 
size of the average Christian book­
store, which covers 3,550 square feet. 
They say only about 5 percent of 
Christian stores could be considered 
megastores. 

"I don't know of another one 
that's larger than 40,000 square feet," 
said Bill Anderson, president of CBA, 
a Colorado Springs, Colo.-based or­
ganization of Christian retailers. 

He said Christian stores- even 
ones that don't merit the "mega" pre­
fix- are attempting to find ways to 
increase their inventory, sometimes 
stocking merchandise higher on their 
walls when they can't afford to ex­
pand their square footage. 

Distinguishing itself from the near­
by secular shopping establishments, 
the Potomac Adventist store has a life­
size bronze statue in its entranceway 
that depicts Jesus washing the feet of 
His disciple Peter. 

Inside, there's no question about its 
mission. Steps away from the multi­
ple sets of automatic doors are books 
by popular Christian authors James 
Dobson, T.D. Jakes and Chuck Swin­
doll. 

Aisles are categorized by Christian 
interest topics, from a plethora of 
Bibles to volumes focused on family 
life, spiritual growth and money man­
agement to books aimed at particular 
demographic groups-African­
Americans, teens, mothers, fathers, 
singles. 

Although affiliated with the,Poto­
mac Conference of the Seventh-day 

• Adventist Church, the store provides 
. . 

open accounts to local churches rep­
resenting 23 other denominations. 
Kinder has found that non-Seventh­
day Adventists far outnumber their 
Adventist customers. 

In the music section, Christian re­
cordings ranging from pop to country 
are on sale in an area accented with a 
contemporary video screen, 20 listen­
ing stations and two booths for sing­
ers to try out accompaniment tapes. 

There's also a 200-seat auditorium 
in the back of the store that's being 
used for a weekly church service as 
well as meetings for local schools and 
pastors. 

But not all the store's inventory is 
strictly Christian. About 47 percent of 
the store's sales are for food and 
health-related products. One-fifth of 
the sales floor is filled with about 
12,000 food items, cookbooks, cook­
ing supplies and natural health and 
beauty aids, reflecting the Seventh­
day Adventist Church's foc us on 
healthy living. 

"Our motto is we care for your mind, 
body and soul and we think that the 
three portions of the person are all in­
terrelated," said Kinder. 

Sean Fowlds, associate editor of 
Christian Retailing magazine, said some 
customers might feel overwhelmed by 
the choices in a Christian megastore, but 
retailers who have gone this route seem 
to be successful. 

"I honestly can't think of any exam­
ple of anyone doing that and then re­
gretting it and having to downsize," he 
said. "Once they build these large stores 
they tend to just grow from there." 

Exhibit shows_how Russian iconographer mixes faith & art 
By Shelvia Dancy 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-Alex­
ander Sokolov was 17 years old 
when he stumbled upon a crossroads · 
for his love of art and Orthodox 
Christianity, his newly adopted re­
ligion: painting religious icons. 

"When I first started making 
them, they were for me an image of 
another world, a spiritually rich 
world," Sokolov said. "When I be­
gan to paint icons I understood that 
painting sacred art is a method of 
building your soul." • 

Twenty-three years and hundreds 
of icons later, the passion still blaz­
es, and his new exhibit at the new 
Russian Cultural Center in Washing­
ton bears testament to that fact. 

"I love to do this," said Sokolov, 
now a veteran iconographer whose 

• works command as much as $5,000 
and. grace private homes and cathe­
drals in Japan, England and his na­
tive Russia. "It is wonderful to show 
the beauty of Christ, the beauty of 
Christianity." 

Sokolov's exhibit of nearly a 
dozen icons- venerated images of 
Jesus, the Virgin Mary or saints­
brings to Washington a religious art 
tradition that extends as far back as 
the 6th century. 

Emperors and Orthodox church 
leaders in the 8th century tried to 
stop the use of icons in Orthodox 
worship fearing it bordered on idol­
atry, sparking a doctrinal debate-

the iconoclast controversy-that· 
continued for the next 100 years. 
The matter was finally resolved in 
843, when a synod convened by the 
Empress Theodora restored icons in 
Orthodox churches. 

lconmaking made its way to Rus­
sia in the 10th century, but fell vic­
tim to repression during the Soviet 
era. The government viewed icons 
as museum pieces, not venerated 
images. 

"When I first started in this, ico­
nography and religion was not pro­
hibited, but it was repressed," said 
Sokolov, who parlayed the training 
he received in art restoration at 
Moscow Surikov Art School and 
Strogonov Art College into a career 
in iconography. "It was difficult to 
be an artist painting icons, it was 
difficult to make icons out in the 

· open. I had to do it underground­
no sale papers, no taxes." 

Undaunted, Sokolov embarked 
upon a two-year apprenticeship with 
a master iconographer- a Russian 
monk- before striking out on his 
own. 

"I did not want to be an artist out­
side of the church," Sokolov said. "It 
was too easy. I wanted the challenge 
of sacred art." 

The art form requires discipline 
and patience, Sokolov said. Just pre­
paring the wood canvasboard­
which requires layers of linen, ges­
so and tempera paint--<.:an take as 
long as 48 hours, he said. One icon 
can take as long as seven days to 

complete. 
"Yes, it can take a long time," 

conceded Sokolov, "but the end re­
sult is so beautiful." 

Spiritual preparation before 
painting is just as important, he add­
ed. 

"Silence is the right way-no 
television, no music," Sokolov said. 
"lconmaking is a kind of spiritual 
service, Sff I must pray, and I try to 
dedicate my hands and my soul as 
an offering to God." 

His images are lush, resplendent 
with vibrant blues and autumnal 
golds and reds. One icon in the Cul­
tural Center exhibit shows a forlorn 
Madonna cradling Jesus Christ in 
her arms as she gazes into the dis­
tance. Peering inquisitively into her 
bronze face, Christ cups his moth­
er's cheek with one hand in a fro­
zen gesture of comfort. 

"There is the opinion that icons 
must be cold, only serious-no pas­
sion, no emotion in the face," said 
Sokolov. "For me, that's impossible. 
I try to show mood, not with a smile 
or a frown, but with the whole 
piece- expression, color, every­
thing. I want my work to be emo­
tional." 

Exhibitions of religious icons are 
rare, Sokolov said. Most iconmak­
ers, himself included, are commis­
sioned by churches or private indi­
viduals. But Sokolov said he be­
lieves icons should be shown to the 
public. 

"I think it is very important to ex-

hibit because there are many people 
who will never come to church, nev­
er see icons in any other place ex­
cept an exhibit," he said. "Very 
many people think iconography is 
something very old, medieval- they 
don't believe that sacred art is still 
alive." 

Even before it 
moved to its larger 
facility, the store 
was ranked No. 1 
in sales. Last year 
sales reached 
about $7 .8 million. 
This year they are 
expected to 
exceed $10 
million. 

ICON A religious icon of 
Jesus and the Virgin Mary, 

-one of nearly a dozen 
featured in the Washington 
exhibit of Russian religious 
iconography by artist 
Alexander Sokolov. (RNS 
photo) 
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BUILDING BLOCKS 
0 -· F SERVICE 

A 

You ak, 

asting Dmercnce 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation's services can be considered the building blocks of 
the future. The goal of the Foundation staff is to build for the future needs of Ken­
tucky and Southern Baptist causes by assisting individuals and institutions to prepare 

financially for the years ahead. 

~ithout fee or obligation, individuals and groups can request information about serv­
ices of the Foundation through one of our informative seminars, a personal visit by a repre­
sentative, or by requesting to be placed on our mailing list. 

The Foundation's full range of services begins with you. 

Included in the Foundation's services are: 

GIFT 
PLANNING 

ESTATE 
PLANNING 
SEMINARS 

KNDOWMENT 
MANAGEMENT 

16 WESTERN RECORDER ■ APRIL 11, 2000 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE 
INFORMATION ON HOW THE 

FOUNDATION CAN SERVE 
YOU, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Barry Allen 
or 

Laurie Valentine 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

10605 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, KY 40223-3101 

(502) 244-6466 
(888) 254-5701 
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