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Media ministries require 'step of faith to sow the gospel' 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

MYRA- Tucked away in the south­
eastern corner of rural Pike County, 
Myra is far away from major media 
meccas. But Faith Baptist Church's ex­
perience indicates broadcasting is an 
effective way for Kentucky Baptists to 
spread the gospel regardless of the con­
gregation's size. 

Formerly a mission of First Baptist 
Church of Jenkins, Faith Church began 
in 1991 with 22 members. Since then 
the congregation has seen a member­
ship increase of more than tenfold. Pas­
tor Dave Hammond gives partial credit 
for the church's rapid growth to the 

Deaf minister's 
outreach impacts 
Eastern Kentucky 
By Brenda Smith 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

ROWDY-Richie Noble is 
uniquely equipped to harvest 
some very special souls from the 
stony m<;>Untain soil of Eastern 
Kentucky. 

As one of four children born 
to a coal miner from the region, 
he understands Appalachian cul­
ture. As a graduate of Boyce 
Bible College, he has the theolog­
ical and practical training neces­
sary to minister. And as a person 
deaf since birth, he knows first­
hand the struggles of the approx­
imately 1,500 deaf people who 
live in the mountains of Eastern 
Kentucky. 

Noble, 33, serves with the re­
cently formed Eastern Kentucky 
Regional Deaf Ministry spon­
sored by Pike, Enterprise and 
Three Forks Baptist associations. 
The purpose of the ministry is to 
identify, evangelize and disciple 
the deaf in the region so they can 
become autonomous Christians 
in their own culture. Noble's 
ministry as a regional deaf mis­
sionary stretches over 11 Appa­
lachian counties. 

"The Lord has put this all to­
gether. It couldn't have happened 
on our own energy," said Ray 
Cooper, director of missions for 
Three Forks Baptist Association. 
Cooper also serves as president 
of the ministry's board, which is 
comprised of all three directors of 
missions and one member each 
from the three associations. 

In addition to support from the 
sponsoring associations, nearly 
half the ministry's support co.mes 
from Kentucky Baptist Coopera­
tive Program funds, which are used 
to purchase Bibles and other study 
materials, supply transportation 
and pay Noble's salary. 

'This money is used to show 
that all people, including deaf, 
need to know about Jesus and that 
□ See Deaf minister's ... , page B 

impact of radio and television. 
Six years ago he started "Biblical 

Viewpoints/' a one-hour Saturday 
morning radio show of teaching, testi­
monies, interviews and listener calls. In 
addition to the program broadcast over 
WKVG in Jenkins, the church airs tapes 
of its Sunday morning services over sta­
tions in Whitesburg and Pikeville. 

Two years ago, Faith Church invest­
ed more than $8,000 in two cameras to 
videotape its services. Last summer it · 
added a half-hour segment on a station 
in Abingdon, Va., which reaches por­
tions of five states. 

''TV has been the big lick," Ham­
mond said. "I think that's the best way 
to reach people. We have visitors every 

week who say they watch the program. 
Plus it reaches shut-ins." 

Media outreach not only has helped 
stimulatl! church growth, it has enlarged 
the congregation's ministry, he said. 
The church currently is expanding its 
sanctuary, recently started a food pan­
try ministry and hopes to open a Chris­
tian school next fall. 

Faith Church's success shows how 
radio and television offer churches a 
vast, largely untapped potential, said 
Larry Brannin, media production asso­
ciate for the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion. 

While the KBC hasn't done a media 
survey since 1997, the last time only 45 
churches responded-less than 2 per-

cent of Kentucky Baptist churches. 
Brannin noted that expense is a pri­

mary factor in launching a media min­
istry, with cameras and production 
equipment alone costing thousands of 
dollars. But if a church is committed to 
influencing people who aren't attend­
ing church, it will find a way, he said. 

"Many times this is how you reach 
the younger generation," Brannin said. 
"Right now people in church who hold 
the wealth grew up on radio, so they 
don't think visually . Today we have a 
generation that is growing up on televi­
sion and the Internet. They respond to 
visual stimulation." 

This visual orientation can take a 
o See Launching effective .. . , page 7 

Baptists respond as famine hits Ethiopia 
By Mark Kelly 
SBC International Mission Board 

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (BP)­
Southem Baptists have mobilized to 
help some of the 7.7 million people 
threatened by an emerging famine in 
southeastern Ethiopia. 

And thanks to a God-inspired gift, 
workers were able to begin helping even 
before the crisis hit television screens 
in the United States. 

Three years of drought have de­
stroyed crops and devastated livestock 
in Ethiopia and six neighboring coun­
tries in the Hom of Africa. Regional 
conflicts are making the delivery of re­
lief supplies difficult, and children and 
the weak have begun dying from mal­
nutrition-related illnesses. 

A 1984-85 famine in Ethiopia­
which claimed I million lives­
shocked the world with televised imag­
es of starving people. Now the United 
Nations estimates as many as 16 mil­
lion people in seven countries are in 
danger. Governments are trying to de­
liver massive amounts of grain to the 
region, hoping a full-blown famine can 
be averted. 

Southern Baptists are working with 
fellow Baptists and Great Commission 
Christians, as well as non-governmen­
tal organizations, to minister to people 
who might not be reached by the large­
scale programs, said a missions strate­
gist focusing on the region. 

"We are seeking to find places 
where there are gaps that need to be 
filled in the relief efforts," said the mis­
sionary, who asked that his name be 
withheld for security reasons. "We want 
to mount a response with a more hu­
man face than the massive relief 
projects and put Southern Baptist mon­
ey and help where it will benefit some 
of the more forgotten people." 

For example, Southern Baptists will 
. assist one NGO in a water development 
project that should help people weather 
future droughts, he said. They also are 
helping churches minister to refugees 
who are streaming into cities from the 
countryside and will help deliver grain 
to places where it's too dangerous for 
government workers to go. 

"In. some places, people have gone 
to the edge and there's nothing left," 
said the worker, who just returned from 
a survey trip in the area. "We're trying 

HOPING FOR HELP Southern Baptists are seeking ways to make a long-term difference 
in the lives of people in the Horn of Africa who are threatened by an emerging famine. 
Three years of drought have destroyed crops and devastated livestock. (BP photo by Don 
Rutledge) 

to make sure people aren't forced to eat 
their seed grain, so they'll be able to 
plant if the rains come." 

Southern Baptist workers, who have 
been dealing with the problem for six 
months, were delighted when an unex­
pected gift for Ethiopian hunger relief 
was received. 

"Over a month and a half ago, be­
fore this crisis even hit the press, some 
Baptists sent us ·$7,000 for Ethiopian 
hunger relief," he said. "We've been 
able to feed these people on the streets 
and work through these churches be­
cause God moved in the hearts of some 
Southern Baptists even before the big 

organizations started moving in. 
"In some ways, that couple of loaves 

and couple of fis~ are being multiplied 
because they were there early. We're 
going to continue to do things that will 
multiply and make a long-term differ­
ence in the lives of people in the Hom 
of Africa." 

Contributions to assist with the fam­
ine relief effort may be--sent to: SBC 
International Mission Board, Hunger 
and Relief Fund-Ethiopia Famine 
Relief, P.O. Box 6767, Richmond, VA 
23230. All donations will go directly to 
Southern Baptist relief work in the re­
gion. 



BAPTISTS 
NAMB appoints first Internet missionary 

The North 
American Mission 

Board's Internet 
evangelism 

sites include 
www. thegood 

news.org, 
www.the 

kristo.com and 
www.kidz 
place.org. 

By James Dotson 
SBC North American Mission Board 

ALPHARETI A, Ga. (BP)- Siam 
Rogers, a telecommunications special­
ist, has been appointed as the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission 
Board's first missionary devoted entire­
ly to Internet evangelism. 

Rogers, a resident of Sugar Hill, Ga., 
has spent the past five years operating a 
ministry dedicated to sharing the gos­
pel over the Internet. He will begin serv­
ing May 1 as a national missionary with 
responsibilities for helping coordinate 
all of NAMB 's Internet evangelism 
efforts. Also appointed was his wife, 
Jennifer, who will serve in a family and 
church support role. 

"Our historic entry into the cyber 
world with a missionary force is the rec­
ognition of the technology and comput­
er community that has developed rap­
idly/' said John Yarbrough, NAMB's 
vice president for evangelization. "Siam 
Rogers has been using this technology 
to share the gospel and train others to 
do so. He brings a passion for souls and 
a technological expertise to this task." 

NAMB 's Internet evangelism sites 
have grown to more than 140,000 visi­
tors spending at least eight minutes on 
one of the gospel presentations each 
month. Sites include www.thegood 
news.org, www.thekristo .com and 
www .kidzplace.org. An average of200 

people each month make professions of 
faith in Christ and are referred to local 
churches for follow-up. 

"Individuals are sharing the-gospel 
in chat rooms, e-mailing tracts and 
gospel presentation to friends , work· 
associates and family members," 
Yarbrough said, noting that he envisions 
on-line training and customizable tracts 
also made possible by the Internet. "We 
want to train, resource and encourage 
the use of this powerful communication 
tool to share the gospel." 

Since 1995 Rogers has operated 
AccessJesus (www.accessjesus.org), a 
ministry with Internet evangelism goals 
similar to those ofNAMB. 

Rogers said chat rooms have been 
one of the most successful forms of In­
ternet evangelism, allowing conversa­
tions that eventually lead to opportuni­
ties for witness. He also sets up and 
hosts prayer meetings and Bible stud­
ies through the chat rooms, which offer 
non-Christians a safe place to investi­
gate Christianity. 

He told of one young woman he led 
to faith in Christ after two extended dis­
cussions in one chat room. She current-
1 y is a student at New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 

In another case, he was leading a 
man through the "Eternal Life" gospel 
tract produced by NAMB when anoth­
er man appeared and began asking 
questions. When Rogers later led the 

first man through the "sinner' sprayer" 
over the Internet, the prayer was typed 
back by both men- indicating both had 
accepted Christ. 

"That's just the power of a particu­
lar chat room," Rogers said. "You just 
don't know who's out there, and you 
don't know where the people are." 

Rogers said he also has been help­
ing people develop evangelistic Web 
sites, an area in which NAMB already 
has a strong base. 

'The power of a Web site," he said, 
"is that while we're sleeping the Lord 
is out there using that to reach people 
who are looking for answers." Rogers 
received one e-mail at 3:30 a.m. from a 
man in Indonesia who had accepted 
Christ after viewing his site. 

Describing the potential of the Inter­
net, Rogers cited statistics on the num­
ber of years it took popular electronic 
media to reach 50 million users. Radio 
took 38 years, television took 13 and the 
personal computer took 16. For the 
same number of users, it took the Inter­
net only fo_ur years. And because it is 
so flexible, he said, the opportunities it 
provides the Christian church are only 
beginning. 

Rogers comes to NAMB from a po­
sition as project_manager for Interme­
dia Communications in Atlanta. He also 
is pursing a master of divinity degree 
from Luther Rice Theological Seminary 
in Florida. 

Volunteers needed for Chicago evangelism efforts 

.. 
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CHICAGO (BP)- For churches 
and individuals still seeking outlets for 
volunteer missions this summer, plen­
ty of opportunities remain for involve­
ment in Chicago's Strategic Focus 
Cities/Celebrate Jesus 2000 evange­
lism and church starting effort. 

One of_ the biggest opportunities 
for one-day involvement is through 
SearchLight, the July 8 evangelistic 
emphasis encompassing numerous 
activities throughout the area, noted 
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volunteer coordinator Danny Hester. 
Thousands of volunteers are expect­
ed to participate. 

For groups able to spend a week or 
so, one of the greatest needs currently 
is for 300 volunteers to help with a week 
of evangelistic sports camps in Lake 
County Baptist Association. Simulta­
neous sports camps are being sponsored 
in baseball, basketball, soccer and pos­
sibly football, Hester said. 

Also still needed are groups willing 

to help conduct vacation Bible schools 
or backyard Bible clubs in cooperation 
with local churches. 

Other opportunities include block 
parties; drama, puppet, music or art pre­
sentations; and community surveys. 

For more information about these 
and other opportunities related to Cele­
brate Jesus 2000/Strategic Focus Cities 
effort in Chicago, visit the www. 
chicago2000.net Internet site or call 
(800) 645-2412. 

■ Pastors~~ksSBCp~tt,AFlot- and Mrs. Mc<:;~Hey's fatQer,Ira 
ieffi:y~aptjst:J>~~or, has ;;inno~n~e~ .. Bro"Y;n: ,Wald.~fr) .. 65, _<lJfd.l tn •-•· the 
he ,w1ll be nqgunated for first vice · scrash,\ McCull:y\ had Jomed the 
presiden( of-the Southe.rn Baptist - Tennessee Baptistschool' s admin­
Convention ""'..hen it meets June 12~ _ istration last fall. He previously 
l~··• ¼I1 _Orlanqo., ~i:~d H5)tif~an, ~Y;+ wqrke<l., w_itp. thgj;J .y~n~s~~/High­
ruor pastor of First Baptist Churc? - er Education Comrruss10n. , 
of Tuscawilla, Fla., anrfoU:rtced his 
candidacy in a press !'ejease. The. 
statement said he will be nominat­
ed by Richard Behrers, .pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Largo, Fla., 
and Alan Berry, minister of music 
and youth at Catawba Springs Bap­
tist Church in Brewton, Ala. Hoff­
man's church is one of 17 model 
"refugee" churches for Antioch 
Affection Ministries, a program for 
terminated ministers. xr' 

■ Belmont staffer, f~mily die. 
The director of Belmont U niversi­
ty's institutional res6ar'th depart­
ment and four membersofhis fam­
ily were killed April 21 when his 
private plane crashed. in Virginia. 
WiJJian} McGulley, 35;c. bis , wife 
Cynthia1 32; their twb,, children, 
Ry/¼n, 4, and.1.Megan, 2Q months; 

■ BJCPA fills development post. 
Todd Heifner, director of endow­
ment and capital funds at Samford 
University in Birmingham, Ala., 
since 1995, has been named direc­
tor of development for the Baptist 
Joint Committee on Public Affairs. 
Heifner began his new position May 
1. Brent Wa1ker, BJCPA executive 
director, said Heifner also will with 
BJCPA Endowment President 
James Dunn to "build an endowment 
that will ensure the BJC's financial 
viability into the 11ext century." 

• Heifner, who served'as aBJCPAin­
tern in 1989, was named to the agen­
cy's b9ard of directors last year. 

■ CPtheme sonq·earns award. The 
theme song for th6 Southern Baptist 
Cooper.µive Program's Partners in 

., -,r:t 

First graduation 
set for Seminary 
Wives Institute 

LOUISVILLE (BP)- Twen­
ty students will receive a Cer­
tificate of Ministry May 19 dur­
ing Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary's first Seminary 
Wives Institute graduation. The 
recognition will be part of the 
seminary ' s Boyce College 
graduation ceremonies. 

Another eight SWI students 
have qualified for the Certifi­
cate of Ministry but have cho­
sen to take_ more classes to re­
ceive the Advanced Certificate. 
A total of 175 students are in the 
program. 
• The Certificate of Ministry re­
quires the completion of 13 class­
es, including Baptist beliefs, Old 
and New Testament survey and 
the Southern Baptist Convention. 
Elective.s include classes on pub­
lic speaking, marriage, hospitali­
ty and women of influence. Most 
classes are held on Thursday 
nights, and.childcare is provided. 
Professors and their wives serve 
as teachers. 

SWI was the idea of Mary 
Mohler, wife of seminary Presi­
dent Al Mohler. She and another 
faculty wife, Virginia Walker, 
drew up plans for the program in 
the spring of 1997 and launched 
it six months later. 

"The success of Seminary 
Wives Institute has been simply 
overwhelming," said Mrs . 
Mohler, who is serving as SWI' s 
director. "We knew there was a 
need for a program like this, but 
had no idea how strong the re­
sponse would be. SWI has be­
come a recruiting draw for the 
seminary, as prospective wives 
visit our classes and learn about 
our program." 

5 the Harvest campaign, :'I WiiiF61-, 
-low ChiisJi'i' ~on a Do:ye A'.wardfor 
inspiratioril\f record~c:\)ong of;the 
year. Written by Chtjstian recording 
artist Clay Grosse, a member ofFirst 

.. B11ptist _,@purch .oi;;f' GoJ!ie,rtI~At 
Tenn., the song and vid~o have been 
used to promote the Cooperative 
:Program throughout the SBC. The 
"I Will FoUow Christ'' music video, 
featuring perfonnances by Crosse, 
Bob Carlisle and BeBe Winans, also 
has been honored with a 2000 Tel1y 
Award. 

■ Georgia paper cuts frequency. 
The Georgia Baptist Christian In­
dex, Southern Hapti~ts' oldest de­

,nominational .newspaper, has an­
nounced it will-cut back from a 
weekly schedule to every other 
week late,rtllis yea( Editor Will­
iam Neal.'cited rising postal costs 
as a majorfactor in the·decision for 
the publication founded in 1822. 
The change will leavt,.1 the Western 
Recol"de,r;;.tfe>unde~;;; in 1826, as 
Southern Baptists' oldest weekly 
state papers 
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Georgetown shifts budget funds to pursue long-term goals 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

GEORGETOWN-A long-term 
initiative approved by Georgetown Col­
lege trustees eventually could signal 
changes in the college's relationship 
with the Kentucky Baptist Convention. 

Georgetown President Bill Crouch 
said trustees endorsed a proposal for the 
college to begin a seven-year process 
to pursue Phi Beta Kappa standards. 

In a related development, Crouch 
said trustees "basically shifted $1 mil­
lion from the administration of the col­
lege to the academic side of the college" 
in an effort to move toward PBK prior­
ities. 

Crouch said internal reallocations 
required "substantial cuts in programs, 
travel and personnel," with nine adrnin­
istrati ve positions eliminated or restruc­
tured. Part of the reallocation will help 
fund a 6 percent salary increase for fac­
ulty members as part of a five-year plan 
to upgrade faculty salaries. 

"We've got to be much more effi­
cient in how we operate the institution," 
Crouch explained. 'The administration 
is going to have to learn how to do as 
much or more with less." 

Phi Beta Kappa, the nation's oldest 
undergraduate honors society, was 
founded in 1776. Designed to foster 
academic excellenc(), PBK has grown 
to include 255 chapters and more than 
500,000 members. 

Crouch said the society's member­
ship requirements include IO broad cat­
egories ranging from academic pro­
grams and library holdings to faculty 
qualifications and trustee selection. 

Kentucky Baptist Convention mes­
sengers currently fill vacancies each 
year on Georgetown's 43-member 
board of trustees in accordance with 
guidelines dating to 1941. The relation: 
ship between the college and state con­
vention is spelled out in a covenant 
agreement adopted in 1987. 

Crouch said pursuing Phi Beta Kap­
pa status could involve a request to al­
ter the school's trustee selection pro­
cess, perhaps allowing the college to 
name up to 25 percent of its trustees. 

Bill Mackey, KBC executive direc­
tor, noted that any change in the trustee 
selection process would require an 
amendment to the covenant agreement. 

Budget cuts, reallocations prompt staff cuts 
Budget cuts, coupled with budget • ly funded. rated and is expanding operatiohs,'',he 

reallocations of approximately $1 mil- One of the three staffed positions added. 'Tm going to be working both 
lion, have prompted Georgetown Col- eliminated was held by Steve CooJs for the college and The Meetinghouse 
lege officials to eliminate seven ad- director of church and alumni affairs. in the corning year." 

; ministrati.ve}iositions an1.rt,~tructure Cook, a 1'973 graduate of Gfif>rge- Dawahare cl~lµied to name th.e 
• two 9thers aspart ofnextyear:.s bud:. ' tow!.l}~ad served on.s¥f25 years; He other positfonfaffected, notmg that 

get. • • • • ••• • alsdjs a bivocatfohalpastor, serving soine individuals may be offeredoth-
Georgetown' s proposed 2001- NorthForkBaptistChurch in Switzer. er positions at Georgetown. "' 

2002 budget of $30.8 million is a de- '1t' s not without some pain and "We }lave over 400 employees," 
crease of~670,000 from the school's mu.eq feelings that, I .~ee my tenwe Dawahare said. "It is all abo1,1t orga­

; • c~Jlt • budget/ accprding Jo . Frank coll}in~ to an enq''.t at Georgetown, nization and1!QW to utilize lllll!~d,re­
, fy'.{ason, Georgetown's vicepfeS,ident " 26qlsaid. Citing!J:{~OJ?portunity for f , source~ and ?.~t stt.ucture•the1p[gani-

and thief(mancial officer;'} • . rie'¥t rninistty optiops' as he l~ves "zation. >> }t; 
College1officials also at~,resln:tc- ••• Georgetown, Cookagded, "I certain~. ' "The instittition is going to)nake 

turing app~oximately $18' .million in ly chqose to look baslfon a lot of won- tjvery effort to assist theseindiyiduals 
1 debt, includ;ing several rnilliqn dollars derfuhnemories." ... • •/• ,;,, . • in their transiµon,"Je added. '.'As an 
r: ,for a: new Iibt~ facility completed in .. ·. ; ~ ~ft'ecte4 'VM .. fµrjding fortl:t~\0 )i1stitutjoh, w~.Jeelit if necessary to 
, , 1998 .. ' ;);:, ........... ,,,. • • ·::✓ ./>,· ·. ';;;' sc~.§8!1~ dean-J>f,!:l!!j§q.a.p;l, J:?wjg~f'[/;: .. 'lielp tl,i~PC?~p~7 il'l any· fay,~~ can.'' 
ii . 11.icha~hDawahare, qtrector of' • ~o,QP.y;w~o has sei;ye_a lli ~t pos!-h , Dawah~:r1;1oted _that othit pro: 
I Georgetown's office of college com- tion•smce 1t was established m 1997,, posed changes, mcludingpursuµig Phi 
' muriications_~, described the changes • also hosJg "'The Meetinghouse," a one> Beta Kappa standards, are "not a done 
,,. as part of "a very good, ~fry .sti:ong . hql.l£:radio prdgra.J!1;;~!><>ut religion in + deal." / . • /I , ;0 

1, budget." · } ;;; !! ]"'. ., Atj:t¢ca. Futl.l(e fun9iJ1g for Moocttsi. . 'The driving force is to ~n9imce 
·" He,&iu,g1;~~ 9pd_g~J .. <.\h~~~tand+ .. 'P2*lY9Il will ~s1!wJ?yJ3c;org~tet~iHi t~e afaden;!is' prp~ms ~t Q,e,th~~~ 
debtreSm¼ftnnng will he,11?~~ :school ' tuid 'µle 1'.,1eetingpoµs~; · . ; t town put to dp,1tw1thoutabaJ}g0pmg 
"1m,ticipa\? a very good' year. next . ''TI}e creation of the office of the out: Christiap'f(:)Undation," Dawahare 
year." cw, r. deanofthechapelthreeyearsagowas explained.Hesaidpartofthemotiva-

Aillong the adininistratiye;posi- amajorstepforwargf9rthecollege;" ti.on for proposed changes "is to en,. 
tions aff~teo by budget c1:lts,fllld re- \ MQpdy said, ''The,college is goirigtQ ... sure the contimted growth and pros~ 

·~fift:~~ri~~~l(t~!t;d ;::~fl\t~~1~i7nt.,an1,.n~l.J: :~z~tfnf!~1f: ~~~fra!· 
two others will continue to'lx! partial- ... ·/The Meetmghouse has mcorpo~ ••• • cation." ,,,_ -,:~-

That involves a two-thirds majority vote 
both by Georgetown trustees and con­
vention messengers. 

Noting that tht' cu1Tent covenant 
agreement "has been agreed to by the 
trustees and the state convention," 
Mackey said, "We are satisfied with the 
covenant agreement at this point. 

"I think excellence is always a wor­
thy goal," Mackey added, "and I hope 
it would enhance the primary pu~ose 
set forth in the covenant agreement to 
advance the kingdom of God in Chris­
tian higher education." 

According to Crouch, "If we have 
to chose between being Phi Beta Kap­
pa and Baptists, we're going to be Bap­
tists. We see this as a no-lose situation. 
Seven years from now, even if we don't 
get Phi Beta Kappa status, we're going 
to be a lot better institution." 

Crouch said one of the greatest chal­
lenges in achieving PBK status is the 

organization's view that a fully Cliris­
tian faculty is not sufficiently diverse. 

Calling Georgetown's goal "a mes­
sage against secularism," Crouch cited 
a desire to "force the issue about this 
Christian faculty situation." 

"We not only have to meet every Phi 
Beta Kappa requirement; we have to 
exceed it because we're going to tty to 
get Phi Beta Kappa to recognize that we 
can exceed all their expectations and do 
it with a Christian faculty. 

"All we need to do is work with 
Kentucky Baptists to figure out a way 
to change the trustee selection process 
to satisfy the Phi Beta Kappa people," 
Crouch added. "I think Kentucky Bap­
tists will want to help us because we're 
putting a stake in the ground and say­
ing we won't give up our commitment 
to Baptist Christian higher education." 

Emphasizing that Georgetown offi­
cials do not want to loosen ties to the 

state convention, Crouch said, "If this 
does anything, it will tie us closer to 
Baptists and to Christians because of 
what we're going to attempt to do. 

'Tm firmly convinced that an insti­
tution that does not have a denomina­
tional affiliation to serve as a spiritual 
conscience always leans toward secu­
larism," he added. "I very much want 
denominational affiliation. We've got to 
have that to keep us anchored." 

Mackey said he hopes any proposed 
changes will involve "discussion with 
appropriate representation from both 
entities so that mutually agreed upon 

. proposals and decisions could be 
brought with thorough understanding of 
rationales and directions." 

Citing the "long history of working 
together'' between Georgetown and the 
KBC, Mackey added, "I think Ken­
tucky Baptists want to maintain a strong 
working relationship." 

"If we have to 
choose between 
being Phi Beta 
Kappa and 
Baptists, we're 
going to be 
Baptists." 
Georgetown College 
President Bill Crouch 

■ KBHC names vice president. Tom 
Townsend has been named vice president 
for development and communications of 
the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children. 
Townsend, who joined the KBHC staff May 
1, previously directed development and 
public relations for the Florida Baptist 
Children's Homes. A graduate of Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Townsend is 
a former pastor of Pond Run Baptist 
Church in Echols as well as churches in 
Tennessee and Florida. 

organization for Baptist communications 
professionals. The BCA's annual meeting 
will be held in Louisville in 2002. 

■ Gala honors Sherman. Mozelle Clark 
Sherman will be honored May 9 with a 
gala celebration at Walnut Street Baptist 
Church and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville. The event, 
sponsored by the seminary's school of 
church music and worship, will honor 
Sherman for 50 years of teaching and 
directing. Sherman, director of Southern's 
church music drama theater, has taught at 
Southern since 1984. The night will begin 
with a 4:15 fellowship and 5 p.m. dinner at 
Walnut Street Church. A 7:1 5 p.m. concert 
will be held in Southern's Alumni Chapel. 
For more information, call (502) 897-4115. 

■ Program honors Landgrave. Phillip 
Landgrave will lead a musical program of 
praise and witness May 12 at Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary's Alumni 
Chapel. The 7:30 p.m. program will 
honor Landgrave who will retire this 
summer after 35 years on the faculty of 
Southern's school of church music and 
worship. The program will feature a 60-
voice reunion seminary vocal ensemble 
and the Landgrave Family Singers 
performing musical selections written by 
Landgrave. For more information, call 
(502) 897-4707. 

First Baptist Church of Lincoln Gardens, 
N.J., was the featured speaker. The event 
offered junior and senior high school 
students the opportunity to participate in 
area service projects and revival services. 
Campus mi.nister Ed Pavy said there were 
50 public decisions during the week, 
including 11 professions of faith in Christ. 

■ Walker earns national award. Ken 
Walker, a state. correspondent for the 
Western Recorder, recently was honored 
with a national writing award. Walker, who 
has written more than 1 ,200 articles for 
publication, received the 2000 Pacesetter 
Award at the Mount Hermon Christian 
Writers' Conference, one of the nation's 
largest annual conferences for Chrislfah 
writers. 

■ Withers named BCA officer. Denise 
Withers of the Kentucky Baptist 

. Convention's communications/media 
department was elected program vice 
president-elect of the Baptist 
Communicators Association, a professional 

■ Campus revival impacts teens. 
Campbellsville University's spring revival 
attracted more than 300 youth from across 
Kentucky. Buster Soaries, senior pastor of 
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I . 

Proud to be a Baptist 
I have never been more proud to 

call myself a Southern Baptist and a 
Southern Seminary alumnus than I 
·am today. 

I am proud to be a Southern Bap­
tist because we believe in the Great 
Commission. If there had been an­
other way to God other than through 
the death of Christ, a loving heav­
enly Father would have spared His 
beloved Son. We are an 

r 

as a missionary I received a phone call 
and the question presented to me was: 
"Are you really a Southern Baptist?" 

My answer was simply this: "God 
the Holy Spirit brought me into the 
fellowship of the Southern Baptist 
church where I am a member. He 
brought me into the unity of that body 
in faith and practice. Jesus was in uni­
ty with His Father and the Holy Spirit 
when He walked 60 miles to be bap­
tized by a Baptist preacher. You can-

evangelical body who 
truly believes anyone 
who rejects Christ as 
Savior is without eternal 
hope. 

I also am proud to be 
an alumnus of Southern 
Seminary because of the 
courageous stance for 
the truth by President Al 

) 

1,1r...i,,~ 

not argue against the facts. 
God sent John. He was 
given the name "the Bap­
tist" by God. 

In the April 11 issue of 
the Western Recorder, a 
front-page article promot­
ed that we do away with 
all our doctrinal beliefs 
( except our belief in 
Jesus). We are sanctified 

:i,]illh,1 
Mohler. The gospel of the New Tes­
tament is salvation by grace through 
Christ alone. We are not denying 
that Catholics are Christian but as 
we explore the New Testament con­
cept of salvation we cannot deny 
that there is a major difference be­
tween Catholic and Baptist doctrine 
concerning how someone receives 
the gospel. ' 

I commend President Mohler for 
his convicttons and the strength of 
character to boldly defend our need as 
Southern Baptists to stand for the 
Word of God and proclaim the Great 
Commission. 

Jim Stanhope 
Corbin 

Jesus a true Baptist 
There is a need for true Baptists to 

stand. I do not like non-Baptist state­
ments that are being printed in the 
Western Recorder. This Baptist be­
lieves that Jesus was a Baptist in faith 
and practice. 

If you are not in agreement with 
the Baptist Faith and Message, then 
what are you? Before I was appointed 

in truth. Baptists historically have 
stood for truth and I believe it is time 
you stop attacking Al Mohler for his 
Baptist position in faith and practice. 
At least he is a true Baptist. 

Baptists will face the same prob­
lem in Kentucky that happened many 
years ago. They accepted a man who 
deceived them. His name was Alex­
ander Campbell. Please make a deci­
sion. Are you a Baptist in faith and 
practice? If you are not, be honest and 
admit that you are not. 

I suppose that a paper in the name 
of good journalism will report differ­
ent viewpoints. I only represent what 
I believe. That which we believe 
should be in agreement with the ver­
bally inspired Word of God. 

Ken Roberts 
Crab Orchard 

A spirit of healing 
As a footnote to the topic of label­

ing the Catholic faith a "false gospel," 
please .Jet me add this. 

I recently spent a week in a Catho­
lic hospital, having been transferred 
there from a Baptist hospital, because 

Cooperative Program celebration 
On April 12 the Kentucky Bap­

tist Convention staff celebrated the 
75th anniversary of the Cooperative 
Program. In addition to enjoying 
special music and an anniversary 
video, staff members 
shared touching testimo­
nies about what the Coop­
erative Program means to 
them. 

Many churches also 
have had Cooperative Pro­
gram anniversary celebra­
tions in recent weeks. I 
was privileged to speak at 
Trinity Baptist Church in . 
Hopkinsville as part of a 8111 Mackey 
celebration with a big cake 
and a weekend focus on missions. 
This anniversary year offers a won­
derful time to celebrate the Cooper­
ative Program as a gift from God for 
effective and balanced missions sup­
port. 

I am one who is especially grate­
ful for the Cooperative Program be­
cause of the many ways it has im­
pacted my life and ministry. With­
out the funding of the Cooperative 
Program, my college and seminary 

education would have been out of 
reach financially. In addition, my 
vision for missions has been influ­
enced in part by the Cooperative 
Program's emphasis on missions. 

The Cooperative Pro­
gram also has provided 
strong mentors for me as 
KBC staff members 
(whose positions were 
funded by the Cooperative 
Program) helped and en­
couraged me when I was 
a young pastor in Eastern 
Kentucky. This is why I 
value what the staff can 
mean to pastors, lay lead­
ers and churches today. 

I've also been privileged to see 
how the Cooperative Program has 
enabled missionaries to build bridg­
es to unreached cultural groups. It 
has been a joy to have the opportu­
nity to walk across those bridges and 
become involved in international 
missions as a volunteer. 

An important way iri which Ken­
tucky Baptists can celebrate this sig­
nificant Cooperative Program anni­
versary is through Operation Coop-

my cardiologist was there. 
Soon after arrival there, we were 

visited by the chaph1in who helped us 
in updating our living will and then 
he prayed with us. I told him at the 
time that I would like to have a chat 
with him. 

Toward the end of the week I felt 
the need to call him and he came for 
the chat. I explained to him that I was 
a graduate of this institution from 
whence came this troubling statement 
about Catholicism. 

I wanted to assure him that in no 
way did I identify with the substance 
nor the sentiment of this statement. I 
tried to assure him that a host of Bap­
tists, even most Baptists, do not agree 
with this arrogant view of Catholicism 
as a false gospel. 

In a sense, I guess I was trying to 
apologize. I just felt I needed to do this 
not for him, but for myself. After the 
conversation in which we shared sim­
ilar thoughts and feelings, we had 
prayer together. I had met a brother 
and a soul mate and we were one in 
Christ. He prayed for my healing and 
well-being, even using the sign of the 
cross. I was not offended. 

As I left this Catholic hospital I 
was experiencing _a healing of my 
body, but just as important I felt a 
healing spirit between the two of us 
and our Lord. 

Milton Murphey 
Williamsburg 

• words of affirmation 
The article in the April 4 issue of 

the Western Recorder concerning the 
Emmaus Walk left me so irritated and 
upset that I felt bound to respond with 
a letter. However, after reading Ken 
Powell's letter in the April 18 issue I 
realized that there was no way I could 
improve upon what Ken so capably 
stated. I therefore wish only to add that 
I second his comments completely. 

Well done, Ken. 
Steve Bland 

Cecilia 

eration. This statewide blood drive 
set for Sept. 10-23 provides us with 
a way to celebrate by working co­
operatively to give an important 
birthday gift to our communities. 
Nothing quite like it has ever been 
done . in Kentucky and I urge every 
church to participate in showing 
Christ's love in this dramatic way. 

More than 30 sites already have 
been identified. Local committees al­
ready are beginning work to carry out 
the blood drives and promotional fun 
runs designed to attract attention to the 
work of Kentucky Baptist churches. 

You can find out more about Op­
eration Cooperation by checking out 
our KBC Web site. Set your browser 
to www .kybaptist.org and click on the 
Operation Cooperation logo. You also 
can find out more by calling our of­
fice at (502) 254-4731 or toll-free at 
(888) 254-5713. Each of the local 
committees needs volunteers to be 
helpers, blood donors and fun run par­
ticipants. The goal is to have every 
church participate by having at least 
one prayer warrior, one blood donor 
and one fun run participant. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 
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Take a risk: Try 
tithing & trust 
God to bless you 
By Doug Strader 

Last month in this column I 
wrote about the joy of giving. I 

must admit 
that in my 
early adult 
years, I did 

-

not experi ­
ence the joy 
of giving be­
cause I was 
giving more 
from a sense 

of duty rather than from a sense of 
joy. It was not until I began to give 
more than a tithe (IO percent) that 
I began to experience joy in giv­
ing. Joy came when I gave more 
than a tithe, not less than a tithe. 

I am a part of the "Builder" 
generation, and in my early years 
of church life my pastors did much 
more preaching about tithing and 
giving than most pastors today. 

In my formative years of grow­
ing up in a Baptist church, Baptist 
Training Union (Discipleship 
Training) played a big part in _my 
development as a Christian. Tith­
ing was a frequent subject in the 
BTU material. I frequently was 
confronted wi_th the teachings of 
the Bible related to our possessions 
and the responsibility to be a faith­
ful steward by giving a tithe to the 
Lord's work. 

My assessment of the church 
today is that many of us are not 
challenged very much about our 
financial stewardship r~sponsibil­
ities. Tithing is not a major part of 
the Christian education program in 
many churches. As a result, many 
mainline denomination churches, 
including Southern Baptists, are 
struggling to fund their ministries 
in today's bustling economy. 

In a recent survey by Barna 
Research, several interesting facts 
were discovered: 

I In 1999 more than 80 percent 
of Americans gave money to a 
non-profit entity during the year. 

I Fewer than one of 10 born­
·again believers gave 10 percent to 
their church. 

I Eight percent of those who 
made $20,000 or less tithed. 

I Five percent of those who 
made between $20,000 and 
$39,999 tithed. 

I Four percent of those who 
made between $40,000 and 
$59,999 tithed. 

I Two percent of those who 
made between $60,000 and 
$74,999 tithed. 

I One percent of those who 
made between $75,000 and 
$99,999 tithed. 

Could these statistics shed 
some light on the financial difficul­
ties of today's church? If you do 
not already tithe, take a risk. Be­
gin to prayerfully tithe and trust 
God to bless. 
Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward­
ship deparnnent 



Should Christian couples seek 
advice from a non-Christian? 
Q: Should Christian couples seek help from counselors who 
are not Christians? 

Some Christians feel more comfortable going to a 
marriage counselor who shares their faith. They believe a 
Christian professional will be more likely to respect their 
values and use biblical principles in therapy. Many couples 
believe it will be easier to trust their 
counselor and be themselves with 
another Christian who shares their 
beliefs. 

However, any good therapist, 
whether Christian or not, should be 
respectful of the clients' values and 
religious faith. Professional counselors 
also should be trustworthy and should 
be quite capable of promoting an 
environment in which clients feel comfortable and at ease. 
Many couples have found help from non-Christian therapists 
who embody these qualities. • 

Ultimately each couple should seek help from someone in 
whom they have confidence. For couples who feel more 
comfortable seeking help from another Christian, doing so 
might'be best. However, they should not assume that a non­
Christian will be unable to help. 

Of course, it always is essential that the couple choose a 
counselor who is qualified through proper training and 
experience to help couples who are struggling with marriage 
issues.-Susan Howell 

Q: Should I let my children read the "Harry Potter" books? 
J.K. Rowling's "Harry Potter" books continue to top best­

seller lists. Despite the fact that the books are helping many 
children discover the joy of reading, many Christian parents 
are concerned because the main characters are witches and 
wizards. The Bible, of course, speaks against witchcraft. 
Popular or not, should our children be reading these books? 
Will they influence our children for evil? 

Although I'm not convinced the potions, spells and magic 
of witches and wizards possess any real power, wizardry and 
witchcraft do pose a problem because they represent a belief 
system that is incompatible with Christianity. As such, 
involvement constitutes a form of idolatry. 

We should be constantly alert for such influences in our 
own lives, as well as the lives of our children. However, I do 
not detect that in the Harry Potter books-at least not yet. I 
experienced the stories as typical of the make-believe fun and 
fantasy that characterizes a majority of children's literature. 
Walter A. Brook's "Freddy the Pig" books I enjoyed as a boy 
featured a pig that could talk, write poems, play football, solve 
crimes and even perform magic. Most children know how to 
enjoy these kinds of stories as they gradually grow in their 
ability to distinguish between fantasy and reality. 

As you evalate the Harry Potter books: 
■ Read the books yourself. Parents need good awareness 

and firsthand information about anything that proves so 
popular with children. 
■ Consider limiting the books to older readers (grades 4 

and up). Young children may find the stories frightenfng. 
■ Monitor the progression of the books. Rowling has 

• gone on record as saying the books gradually will become 
darker. Who knows what that means, but it bears watching. 

If you remain fearful that the Harry Potter books will_ open 
your child to dark influences, then by all means find 
something else for your child to read.-David Garrard 

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St. 
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to 
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell, 
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon 
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat­
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for 
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net. 
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Take time to honor senior adults & families 
Southern Baptists ' denominational calendar is 

packed with numerous worthy emphases ranging from 
religious liberty and the sanctity of life to racial recon­
ciliation and international missions. While each focus 
resonates with certain congregations, many other 
churches fail to even mention particular calendar high­
lights. 

Among all the needs and priorities competing for 

members to share testimonies or special music during 
morning worship to hosting a luncheon in their honor. 

On the state convention level, Kentucky Baptists 
are in the midst of offering Senior Adult Celebrations 
across the state. Celebrations last week in Owensboro 
and Hopkinsville attracted several hundred partici­
pants. Future events will be held May 11 at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington, May 16 at First Baptist 

each church's attention, two special empha­
ses set for next week deserve careful consid­
eration and celebration by every Kentucky 
Baptist congregation. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 

Church of Prestonsburg and May 18 at 
Campbellsville University. 

Whether churches help facilitate their se­
nior adults' involvement in such events or 
find other ways to honor them, the key is to 
say thanks to those who have invested de­
cades of service in God's kingdom. 

The first is Senior Adult Sunday sched­
uled for May 7. The other is Christian Home 
Week which begins May 7 and culminates 
the following Sunday on Mother's Day. 

In a society wracked by domestic vio-

EDITOR 

Remember the words of Leviticus 19:32, 
"You shall rise us before the grayheacfod and 
honor the aged and you shall revere your 
God; I am the Lord." Even as congregations 
focus time and energy on Generation X and 
contemporary worship and other cutting-edge 

lence, broken homes, decaying morals and 
questionable role models, surely the local 
church is the place to celebrate the sanctity 
of family life and the vital contributions of 
faithful, God-fearing senior adults. Trennis Henderson priorities, God reminds us of the importance 

Even with the growth of senior adult min­ of honoring those who have come before us. 
istries in Southern Baptist life, we tend to not fully 
appreciate those who have laid the foundations for the 
ministries, resources and freedom we enjoy today. It's 
easy to take senior adults' commitment for granted and 
never pause to express our thanks. 

What about on the family front? Christian Home 
• Week is an excellent time for church leaders to evalu­
ate their effectiveness in reaching, teaching and em-
powering today's families. • 

The same is true in society at large where many 
senior adults are treated as second-class citizens. They 
sometimes are pushed aside and ignored rather than 
honoted and respected. By contrast, many societies 
around the globe place special emphasis on the wis­
dom and knowledge of older individuals gained only 
through decades of personal experience. 

In a world where Christians continually lament the 
decline of the strong, stable, traditional family, church­
es must provide quality resources to help families sur­
vive and thrive. Whether it_'s hosting a marriage en­
richment retreat, providing parenting classes or offer­
ing a monthly "Parents' Night Out" childcare program, 
local congregations can be a valuable link in helping 
families grow stronger in a positive Christian context. 

Many senior adults are quite active and healthy and 
have years of productive contributions they can make 
to their churches, families and communities. And even 
those who do face crises of health, finances or other 

Families today deserve to be reminded of the time­
less words of Joshua 24:15, "Choose you this day 
whom you will serve ... but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord." The church of the 21st centu~ 
ry should be the starting point to help families make 
the right choice both for their sake and the sake of fu­
ture generations. This Sunday is a great time to start. 

, obstacles deserve our support and encouragement. 
How can local congregations respond on Senior 

Adult Sunday? Options range from inviting older 

Christian camping in the new millennium 
By Rusty Ellison 

"Now glory be to God! By His mighty 
power at work within us, He is able to 
accomplish infinitely more than we 
would ever dare to ask or hope. May 
He be given glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus forever and ever 
through endless ages. Amen. ( Ephe­
sians 3:20-21) 

As Kentucky Baptists 
enter the new millennium, 
the need has never been 
greater for Christ-cen­
tered camp and confer­
ence centers. 

We know from ~xpe­
rience and studies that 
God chooses to move in 
the lives of adults and students when 
they get away from the "business" that 
so clutters our lives and gets in the way 
of our capacity to remain intimate with 
Him. 

Let's face it, we run harder, faster 
and often longer than ever before. We 
connect with cell phones, laptops, e­
mail, faxes- you name it. We are "in 
touch" most of our waking hours-in 
touch with everything and everyone 
except the Father who created us. 

We need to "get away." Hopefully 

Cedarmore, Jonathan Creek and other 
Christian camps can help facilitate the 
working of God in the lives of those 
who make Christian camp experiences 
a personal priority. 

Statistics from the Southern Baptist 
North American Mission Board support 
the need for retreats and camping. Near-
1 y half the spiritual decisions students 

make for Jesus, either sal­
vation or life direction 
into vocational ministry, 
are made in camp· and 
retreat settings. 

Here in Kentucky, it 
was only three years ago 
that the status of Cedar­
more was in question: 
Would Kentucky Baptists 
keep it or sell it? Now, as 

we move closer to our summer camp 
season for 2000, Jonathan Creek and 
Cedannore will serve more than 5,200 
youth, and hundreds more in our chil­
dren's camp ministries. How does this 
compare with where we were? In the 
summer of 1997 we served fewer than 
2,700 youth and children so we have 
doubled the numbers of students we 
serve in three years. And adults are 
coming in record numbers as well. 

Where are we headed? Our mission 
at Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore is "to 

provide an environment in which all our 
guests can come to know Christ or more 
fully experience Him." 

I see the continued success of our 
student camping programs. I see hun­
dreds of students coming to our sum­
mer camps, coming to know Christ, 
understanding His call to missions and 
making life-changing decisions for 
Him. 

I see expanded programs. I see out­
door/environmental education pro­
grams all-year round at Cedarrnore that 
will bring children and youth face to 
face with the glory of God's creation: 
We have a virtual laboratory on our vast 
property there. I see sports camps that 
will be developed not for the sole pur­
pose of sports, but as another means of 
reaching students for Jesus. 

Will Christian camping thrive in this 
new millennium? It will if we boldly 
seize the opportunity that God is giving 
us. If we step up and take the risks in­
volved, God will be glorified "infinite­
ly more th~ we could ever ask or 
hope." I believe it with all my heart. I'm 
willing to invest my life in such an en­

deavor. There's a gen­
eration screaming to be 
reached. Will you do 
your part? 
Rusty Ellison is presi­
dent of Kentucky Baptist 
Assemblies 
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Willow Creek relies on low-tech word-ot-·mouth approach 
"People tend to go 

to church when 
they're invited by 

someone else." 
Steve Bell, executive vice 

president of Willow 
Creek Association 

By Mark Wingfield 
Texas·Baptist Standard 

CHICAGO (ABP)---Communica­
tions strategy has played a key role in 
the rapid growth of Willow Creek 
Community Church, yet the church 
never has advertised in a newspaper 
or on radio or television, a church of­
ficial told religious communicators. 

The only advertising Willow Creek 
has done in the last 25 years has been 
by word of mouth, said Steve Bell, 
executive vice president of Willow 
Creek Association, the educational 
arm of the non-denominational church 
in suburban Chicago. 

"People tend to go to church when 
they're invited by someone else," he 
explained. 

Bell addressed about 50 partici­
pants during the recent Religion Com­
municators Congress 2000 in Chica­
go. Nearly 100 Southern Baptists were 
among the 1,200 conference partici­
pants. The Willow Creek conference 
was a daylong option that included a 
tour of the church's 14 5-acre campus 
in South Barrington, Ill. 

Rather than relying on secular mar­
keting strategies such as print and 
broadcast advertisin•g, Willow Creek 
determined from its inception to . fo­
cus on how it communicated the mes-
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sage of the gospel itself, Bell said. 
Willow Creek was founded with "a 

commitment to say we must commu­
nicate the everlasting truths of Scrip­
ture in such a way that people can get 
it, ... to communicate truth in a way 
people know what you're talking 
about," he said. 

The church has become known 
worldwide for its "seeker-sensitive" 
worship services, its use of drama and 
contemporary music in worship-and 
for its success at reaching people who 
previously were unchurched. 

Attendance at Willow Creek's four 
weekend services now pushes 20,000, 
with up to 6,000 returning for mid­
week services geared for core mem­
bers. The church baptizes more than 
800 people a year, even though bap­
tism services are held only twice a 
year. 

A desire to advertise only by word 
of mouth is one of three organization­
al concepts the church has drawn on 
from its beginning 25 years ago, Bell 
said. The other concepts are a man­
date to be culturally relevant in com­
municating the message of the gospel 
and a commitment to do everything 
with excellence. 

When Willow Creek began in 
1975 with services held in a movie 
theater and led by a recent college 

graduate, ·"not too many people took 
it seriously," Bell explained. The 
church was spawned from the youth 
ministry of South Park Church in Chi­
cago. 

But after the church began to grow 
rapidly, its innovative style came to 
the world's attention through an inter­
view of Pastor Bill Hybels with Peter 
Jennings on ABC-TV and a feature 
article in Time magazine. 

One of the lessons learned from 
Willow Creek's unexpected success is 
that "many times a fresh movement 
of the Spirit of God happens with 
young people because they simply 
don't know it can' t be done," Bell sug­
gested. 

Yet the church that might have 
been voted least likely to succeed in 
1975 is perhaps the nation' s most­
watched and most-emulated Protes­
tant congregation today. 

The success of Willow Creek 
Church spawned so many inquiries 
from other churches that Willow 
Creek Association was formed in 
1992 to help tell the church 's story 
through conferences and other special 
events. • 

The association now includes 5,240 
member churches from 90 denomina­
tions, Bell said. Member churches do 
not formally unite with Willow Creek 

but sign on to receive information and 
updates and purchase literature and 
products. For example, dramatic sketch­
es written and first performed at Wil­
low Creek have become staples of con­
temporary worship services in many 
Baptist churches. 

The mission of Willow Creek As­
sociation is to "help churches tum 
irreligious people into fully devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ." 

Although the church itself still does 
no advertising-and only last year de­
veloped its first general brochure-the 
association does market the church's 
resources and conferences. Last year, 
the association trained 76,000 church 
leaders worldwide through its confer­
ences. 

A primary message Willow Creek 
Association imparts through its con­
ferences comes out of the communi­
cations philosophy behind Willow 
Creek Church from its inception. 

"At its core, the church is about 
community," Bell said. "We have 
made an all-out, full-court press to 
become a church of small groups." 

It is in these personal, one-on-one 
and small-group encounters that the 
gospel is best presented and best re­
ceived, he said. Communication, in 
this sense, is "a very focused evange­
listic effort." 

.. 



Cable television 
offers strengths, 
weaknesses for 
church programs 

HOPKINSVILLE-When ca­
ble television came to Hopkinsville 
in the early 1980s, Second Baptist 
Church voted to capitalize on the 
new medium. • 

Ever since making that com­
mitment, the church has broadcast 
three services a week over West­
ern Kentucky's Charter Commu­
nications public access channel 
which reaches south to Clarksville, 
Tenn., and north to Madisonville. 
Its Sunday morning and evening 
services also are picked up by a 
local UHF outlet. 

Pastor Daniel Ferguson said the 
church regularly receives letters 
expressing thanks for its media 
ministry. He also has conducted 
several funerals for viewers who 
considered Second Baptist their 
church home even though they 
never visited the building. 

"Not a day goes by that I don't 
go out and someone in the store 
says, 'You' re that guy I watch on 
TV," Ferguson said. "In this area, 
they say we're the second rnost 
watched program, next to Ken­
tucky basketball. It has a great im­
pact for us;'" 

Second Baptist has an unusual 
arrangement with its cable access. 
The church·broadcasts Channel 23 
from its in-house broadcasting 
booth. 

The set-up allows for creative 
options. The church broadcasts 
tapes of Sunday and Wednesday 
night services throughout the 
evening and the following day, as 
well as vacation Bible school and 
other events. 

Last summer it telecast tapes of 
the youth group's trip to a World 
Changers project in Memphis, 
Tenn., and a mission trip to Arizo­
na. 

But the segment that proved 
most popular was a report on a lo­
cal home-repair ministry. 

'That tape has had an amazing 
effect on our neighborhood," he 
said. 'They see we're not just a big 
church sitting there; we care about 
people and are trying to help 
them." 

Despite Second Baptist's posi­
tive experience, not all churches 
have the same results. 

Todd Toole of Hickory Grove 
Baptist Church in Northern Ken­
tucky said his church scrubbed its 

• weekly program just a month after 
going on the air. He said poor-qual­
ity programming on the channel 
harmed the church's image. 

Although the service aired a 
dozen times during the week, 
viewers never knew what time it 
would run. The tapes often were 
broadcast at odd, late-night hours. 

"Know who you want to 
reach," Toole advised churches 
contemplating broadcast ministry. 
"Know your target audience. If 
you 're looking to reach lost peo­
ple, there may be more effective 
ways." • 

KENTUCKY 
Commitment, creativity drive media ministry · 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

LOUISVILLE-Instead of taking 
the giant step into launching a televi­
sion ministry, Larry Brannin suggests 
churches consider moving into broad­
cast ministry in small steps. 

Start by making audio tapes that can 
be mailed to shut-in members, suggest­
ed Brannin, the media production asso­
ciate for the Kentucky Baptist Conven­
tion. Once a church has cassette produc­
tion in hand, it can make the natural 
progression to radio, television and In­
ternet ministry·, he said. 

''Technical assistance is available 
through our office, and other churches 
can help," he said. "It's a mentoring 
process. Find churches who are doing 
it and find out what they're doing right." 

He warned, however, that costs for 
a full-scale media ministry can be pro­
hibitive for some churches. Brannin 
estimates minimum start-up costs · of 
$10,000, although a professional-qual­
ity operation with multiple cameras 
could cost 10 times as much. 

Air time isn't cheap either, although 
costs vary widely throughout Kentucky. 

Faith Baptist Church of Myra pays 
$200 a week to show its services over 
a station in Abingdon, Va. But Todd · 
Toole, pastor of Hickory Grove Baptist 
Church, said buying time on a network 
affiliate in Northern Kentucky runs 
more than $3,000 a week. 

There are ways to lower costs, such 
as buying used equipment and choos­
ing modest options, Brannin said. How­
ever, he noted that today's TV-oriented 
generation will quickly tum away from 
low-quality programming. 

"You have to be media savvy if 
you' re going to enter this field," he said. 
"You've got to -get out of the box and 
think, 'If we're going to make this a 
ministry, we're going to have to budget 
for it.' Realize the rewards are there." 

Creativity is another plus, he said. A 
member is likely to have a camcorder, 
which can be used to document the 
church's presence in the city. Brief vid­
eo reports on clothing distribution and 
food drives or community improvement 

aaii_ 
Coiltitiued from page 1 

MEDIA IMPACT Members of Walnut Street Baptist Church's technical crew work behind 
the scenes to maintain the Louisville church's broadcast ministry. The church reaches an 
estimated 40,000 viewers a week through broadcasts and TV ads. 

projects can be inserted to strengthen a 
program's appeal, he said. 

Another alternative is to videotape 
testimonies from viewers explaining 
what it means to them to be able· to 
watch the church's services on TV. 

"Play it for the congregation so peo­
ple see it's not just money going out; 
it's helping people," Brannin said. 

Churches involved in broadcast min­
istries emphasize it is a way of touch­
ing their communities. 

Cathy Heberer estimates Walnut 
Street Baptist Church in Louisville 
reaches 40,000 viewers through its Sun­
day TV broadcast and a series of ad­
vertisements during the week. 

"We get I 00 to 120 letters a month" • 
from viewers, said Heberer, the 
church's director of media ministries. 
"A lot of prisoners write us and every 
so often we have an opportunity to send 
one a Bible. Our focus is not, 'Can we 
fill our sanctuary four times a week in­
stead of two?' It's what we can do to be 
a part of this community and show ~em 
we care about them." 

Dave and Kay Hammond believe 
the airwaves help bring their mountain 
community in Pike County closer to­
gether. 

Although television has a wider au­
dience, they are just as thrilled with the 

response to their Saturday morning ra­
dio program that originates in Jenkins. 

After Kay Hammond joined her hus­
band on the air last year, their teachings 
on marriage led to invitations to lead 
marriage seminars at two churches. 

In early February, Mrs. Hammond 
hosted the show with her daughter when 
her husband was out of town. During 
the program, she led a caller in a prayer 
to receive Christ as Savior. 

"We feel like God has His hand on 
this radio program," she said. "Every 
time we' re in there there's such a sweet 
spirit." 

Steven Gray, minister of music and 
worship at Immanuel Baptist Church in 
Lexington, advises churches to pray 
earnestly before entering media minis-
try. 

While radio and TV are excellent 
avenues for sharing the gospel, that 
doesn't mean it's the best option for 
every congregation, he said. 

Look at alternatives, too, said Gray, 
staff liaison with the technical director 
who produces Immanuel's weekly ra­
dio and TV broadcasts. 

"What's taking place with the Inter­
net will allow us to be in ministry in a 
way TV can't," he said. "Many church­
es may do better to bypass radio and TV 
and go straight to the Internet." 

"Many churches 
may do better to 
bypass radio and 
TV and go straight 
to the Internet." 
Steven Gray, minister of 
music and worship, 
Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Lexington 
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variety of forms other than a standardJelecast 

She said the Sunday broadcast also Whil;,that upgrade6;me quality of th~ 
incorporates videos of church activities,, program shown on the cable access channel 

of worship/services. • 
For. ~xa111ple, lmmariU~I ~aptist Churqh in 

Lexington is experimentiryg with multi-media 
touches like slides and video clips. 

lmmanel also hopes to· have sermons in 
audio and text formats for inclusion on its 
Web site .. byfhe end of the,year, said Steven 
·Gray, ritinist'er of music ;iiiq wprshipr •• 

At Walnut Street Baptist Church in 
Louisville, which has televised its Sunday 
morning service since the 1960s, its video 
equipment has become an Internet tool. 

Using digital cameras, the church posted 
on-site reports last year about its missibn . 
trips to Wflliamsburg and the Ukraine, along 
with members' diaries of their experiences. 

Immanuel hopes to eventually "live 
stream" its Sunday morning service, wqich 
would make the broadcast available ••• 
worldwide over the lntemet, said Cathy 
Heberer, director of media ministries. 

testiJTIQU.iesand inspirational spots to help in Shel9y County, radiq:;JV. production. C 
maintair(viewer interest. , ;;;; direc!Qf. Harold Thom i;,~id 1! also sparJ<~d r 

It wor~s. More than half of the average 51• other developments. , • ,, . 
guests a,we,ek at Walnut Street say lhey first Once members learned about the high-
saw the church's services on television. But quality equipment, they began requesting 
the media director said that shouldn't be the videotapes of baptisms, weddings and • 
motiv~t.i.on behind broadcast ministry. funerals, he said. .·.· ,. 

"Appr6achiit from a ministry p~rspectfve," The .. congregation's 1inproved soun, 
Heberer.said. "Don't go into radio or . equipment also 'allows'itto 6ffer audio tapes 
televisioirexpecting people to suddenly show of its services, which are aired on three radio 
up and walk down the aisles. There are stations in the Louisville-Shelbyville area. 
people at home who otherwise would never Thom currently is negotiating to 
have a chance to hear a word from God this broadcast services over a radio station in 
week: It's a step of faith to sow the gospe1.·•· Nashville, which teaches parts of four states, 

Creative outreach also reaches beyond the He also is talking wlth a Christian shortwave 
TV and Internet. In the past 18 months, First radio network about the possibility of 
Baptist Church of Shelbyville renovated a international transmissions. _ . 
room that once held a pipe organ into a two: "This is a Great Commission church and 
story TV studio and con!rnl booth. It alsq our commission is to spread the w6tdqf 
purchased six color televi~ion cameras to Jesus Qhrist ~o the worlg," Thom said. 'tlNhat 
produce a multr-camera view of its services. better way than to use modern techniques?" 
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"We have the 
opportunity more 

and more to mold a 
generation of 

church planters 
here who share our 
values, our biblical 

emphasis and a 
heart for reaching 

the lost." 
Ed Stetzer, director of 
Southern Seminary's 

Church Planting Center 

MISSIONS 
Southern's church planting efforts expanding t~ 17 states 
By Bryan Cribb 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)-Scott Smith 
and Robert Thomas stood among 21 
other planters on the stage. They did 
not have plows, shovels or overalls, 
but they will soon sow seeds of the 
gospel in . harvest fields of North 
America. 

Southern Baptist Theological Sem­
inary President Al Mohler commis­
sioned the 21 church planters at the 
conclusion of an April 13 chapel ser­
vice. The group represents the most 
recent addition to more than 80 church 
planters actively starting churches 
through Southern Seminary's Church 
Planting Center in Louisville, in co­
operation with the Nehemiah Project 
of the Southern Baptist North Ameri­
can Mission Board. 

"The 21 planters we sent out is the 
largest number we've commissioned 
thus far," said Ed Stetzer, director of 
Southern's Church Planting Center. "I 

think that we have the opportunity 
more and more to mold a generation 
of church planters here who share our 
values, our biblical emphasis and a 
heart for reaching the lost." 

The CPC continues to send church 
starters as far as Canada and as near 
as downtown Louisville. CPC plant­
ers soon will spread across 17 states 
and two countries. 

"We're focusing on groupings of 
church planters in Boston, in the D.C. 
area, in Cincinnati and in York, Pa.," 
Stetzer said. Eventually, he hopes to 
send interns "not just across 17 states, 
but across the world through interna­
tional and through North American 
church planting." 

Southern's home city also is a fo­
cus for the project. Thomas, a 1997 
graduate of the seminary, just began 
the sowing process in inner-city Lou­
isville several weeks ago. The new 
church will form a multi-racial con­
gregation in the lower-income-neigh­
borhoods. 

"Our motto is transforming lives and 
transcending racial boundaries," said 
Thomas, a Henry County native. "We 
wanted to make sure that we added both 
dimensions. We believe that God's 
Word and worship have the ability to 
transform lives. And we believe we're 
being consistent with what the kingdom 
of God will look like when ,we go to 
transcend racial boundaries." 

To help achieve this diverse congre­
gation, Thomas, an African-American, 
has put together a multi-racial leader­
ship team, including Tristan Francis, a 
Filipino~American, and Perry Pol­
naszek, an Anglo. 

But building a diverse core group 
will require much evangelism as well 
as a commitment to meet community 
needs. 

"People first have to know you care 
before they really become open to you," 
Thomas said. "There's some really 
pressing needs in that community . ... 
The overwhelming majority of people 
express a need for things for the chi!-

dren to do-things to keep the children 
off the streets." 

Thomas said the community has re­
sponded positively to the team's initial 
efforts. Two Bible studies already have 
formed. 

"Everybody seems open to it," Tho­
mas said. "It's real exciting, but it's a 
big faith venture." 

Smith, who currently is finishing his 
master of divinity degree, agrees. This 
August, he will begin the process of 
starting a church in Antonia, Mo., a . 
small town 30 miles south of St. Louis. 

"I am excited and constantly eager 
to talk about church planting, but have 
not been in the process on my own yet," 
said Smith, who previously has served 
as an assistant planter in Indianapolis. 

"The first several months, I will be 
spending much time in prayer and 
spending many hours talking with peo­
ple in the area, developing relationships, 
doing evangelism in the 'marketplace' 
and finding people who are excited 
about a new church," Smith added. 

Deaf minister's efforts reach far-flung flock 
nlliristJd Continued from page 1 

caring for others who are different is • 
important in any type of ministry," 
Noble said. "Without the Cooperative 
Program funds, fewer deaf would be 
able to see what God can do when the 
right tools are used." 

While living as a deaf person is a 
challenge anywhere, the remote na­
ture of mountain life often makes the 
situation even more challenging. 

"Many have forgotten the lan­
guage they learned while attending the 
deaf school due to the lack of involve­
ment with other deaf," Noble ex­
plained. "Other deaf have never at­
tended school and use home signs 
which change from family to family 
and can be quite frustrating." 

His ministry offers deaf Eastern 
Kentuckians an opportunity to con­
nect and communicate with other deaf 
people. Participating in Bible study 
and fellowship offers both spiritual 
growth and the strengthening of valu­
able communication skills. 

"Part of the problem with a deaf 
fellowship is in transportation," noted 
Margie Wilson, who serves as secre­
tary on the ministry's .board of direc­
tors. Whereas churches generally are 
composed of people from a specific 
geographic area, members of a deaf 
fellowship may be scattered over a 
much larger area. 

Noble routinely spends hours driv­
ing a van or his truck along winding 
roads, gathering his far-flung flock for 
Bible studies held each week in dif­
ferent counties. Part of his time is in­
vested in simply finding the deaf peo­
ple in the region and establishing a 
relationship with them. 

"You can't just go down to the post 
office and find out -who's deaf and 
who isn't," Cooper remarked. Noble's 
deep roots and network of family and 
friends afford him greater access to 
unreached members of the communi­
ty. 

Attendance at Pike Baptist Asso­
ciation's monthly Bible study has dou­
bled since Noble took over in Janu­
ary, noted Carl Boyd, director of mis­
sions. All three associations have a 
history of deaf ministry, but establish-

ing consistent, local leadership has 
remained a challenge. Associational 
leaders hope that establishing the East­
ern Kentucky Regional Deaf Minis­
try _and supporting Noble will change 
that. 

One of the blessings of Noble's 
ministry is that the deaf in Eastern 
Kentucky have a pastor who knows 
their language and culture rather than 
having an interpreter who may not 
understand the culture, Noble ex­
plained. "Many are thrilled to have a 
deaf pastor because they have never 
experienced that before." 

• Noble is one of a handful of Bap­
tist-supported ministers to the deaf in 
Kentucky. Deaf churches or missions 
have been established in Danville, 

Erlanger, Pikeville, Louisville and 
Lexington and more than two dozen 
ministries to the deaf are scattered 
across the state. 

Kentucky Baptists who are deaf, 
their friends and families, and those 
who minister to the deaf also find 
training and fellowship through the 
Kentucky Baptist Conference of the 
Deaf. The conference, which also is 
supported by CP funds, meets once a 
year for a weekend of fellowship, 
workshops, training and inspiration, 
said Tim Bender, Kentucky Baptist 
Convention deaf ministries consultant. 
This year's conference will be Nov. 
l0-12 at Camp Nathanael in Knott 
County. A deaf camp also is planned 
for Aug. 7-9 at the same location. 

ORANGE COUNTY 
CONVENTION CENTER 

ORLANDO. FLORIDA 
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MISSIONS 
Brazil's_ 'Carnaval' becomes backdrop for Baptist witness 
By Louis Moore 
SBC International Mission Board 

SALVADOR, Brazil (BP)-No­
body walking past the street corner 
where he was preaching knew, or 
probably cared, that the speaker was 
president of the Southern Baptist Con­
vention in the United States. 

All that the people on the crowded 
street could tell was that the man was 
saying something seemingly impor­
tant that might offer hope to their 
meaningless lives. 

As the scantily clad "Carnaval"­
goers gathered around to listen to 
Paige Patterson preach in English as a 
translator interpreted into Portuguese, 
the smell of beer and urine permeated 
the air. In the background was blaring 
Brazilian rock music emerging from 
the gigantic floats of the nearby Car­
naval parade- the South American 
equivalent of New Orleans' Mardi 
Gras. 

Some people turned and walked 
away when they realized his talk in­
volved how to have a relationship with 
God in Christ through forgiveness of 
sins. Three men, who had beer cans 
in their hands, waved and shouted in 
Portuguese, trying to disrupt the mes­
sage. Others listened politely. 

"No religion can eliminate sin, 
which separates us from God," Patter­
son told his listeners. "A good life can­
not do it, either." Only one way to 
heaven exists, he said. That one way 
is faith in Jesus Christ. • 

When Patterson asked· those in the 
audience who desired to accept Jesus 
as Lord and Savior to step closer to 
the podium and bow their heads and 
pray with him, a group of some 30 
people moved forward. Among them 
were two of the three who earlier had 
shouted and waved their beer cans in 
the air. 

Then Brazilian Baptist volunteers 
took over, praying individually with 
the new believers, writing down con­
tact information and agreeing to meet 
with them later at their homes after 
Carnaval festivities ended. 

As Patterson stepped from the 
makeshift stage, Southern Baptist mis­
sionary Wade Akins began making 
preparations for another speaker to 
preach a similar message. 

Carnaval street-corner preaching 
posts include a microphone and a 
black-lighted easel on which fluores­
cent paints are used to illustrate the 
gospel message of Christ's death and 
resurrection for the forgiveness of 
sins. 

STREET WITNESS SBC President Paige 
Patterson preaches during Carnaval in 
Salvador, Brazil, while Southern Baptist 
missionary Wade Akins illustrates the 
message with fluorescent drawings. (BP 
photo by Roy Burrougs) 

Akins then escorted Patterson to 
the next of five preaching points set 
up by Akins' team along the Camaval 
parade routes in Salvador. An aver­
age of more than 50 presentations 
were made each night at each of the 
five preaching stations during the five 

days of Camaval. 
1t was all in a night's work for 

Akins, a pioneering evangelist who 
inspired the idea of street-comer 
preaching at Camaval, a gigantic, out­
door street party that annually be­
comes a drunken orgy of alcohol, 
drugs and immoral sex in Brazil. 
Some 1 million people reportedly at­
tend the event in Salvador alone. 

Akins tells about two married men 
who stopped to listen, prayed to re­
ceive Christ, then confessed how they 
had come to Carnaval looking for 
prostitutes to pick up. Instead, they 
took the literature given them by the 
counselors and, as the missionaries 
watched, got into a taxicab to head 
home to their wives. 

Patterson-said, "The most remark­
able thing about these people is that 
they become quickly bored with the 
party and then are the most open to 
the gospel that I believe I have ever 
witnessed. If it were possible to put 
10,000 Southern Baptists on the street 
to preach and witness, every one of 
them would see a massive harvest." 

At Carnaval's end, Akins' team 
counted 314 street-corner presenta­
tions to an estimated 9,500 people, 
including 2,391 who made inquiries 
about following Christ. 

"If it were possible 
to put 10,000 
Southern Baptists 
on the street to 
preach and 
witness, every one 
of them would see 
a massive 
harvest." 
SBC President 
Paige Patterson 
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ISSUES 
Pro-family leaders 

request meeting 
with Gov. Bush 

WASHINGTON (RNS)- -
A dozen leaders 

opposing gay activism 
have written to 

Republican presidential 
candidate Gov. George 

W. Bush to request that 
he meet with "pro­

family" representatives. 

Their request follows the 
April 13 meeting the 
Texas governor held 
with a group of gay 

Republicans. 

"Given your highly 
publicized meeting 

recently with 
homosexual activists, we 

would like to invite you 
to a meeting with pro­

family leaders to discuss 
the importance of 

marriage and family," 
the leaders wrote. 

The April 24 letter 
writers include Richard 

Land, president of the 
Southern Baptist Ethics 

& Religious Liberty 
Commission; Charles 

Donovan, chief executive 
officer of the Family 

Research Council; and 
Donald Wildman, 

president of the 
American Family 

Association. 

"We respectfully request 
that you demonstrate 

your commitment to the 
family by also 

scheduling a meeting 
with those of us who 

believe that homosexual 
activism poses a serious 

threat to our marriage-
based culture and to the 

freedoms of speech, 
religion and 

association," the 
letter said. • 

They also said the goals 
of homosexual activists 
are "antithetical" to the 
majority of Americans. 

"Homosexual activists 
are trying to use the 

Republican Party, much 
like the Democratic 

Party, as a vehicle to 
achieve their strategic 

objective of harnessing 
government and 

corporate power to 
impose acceptance of 

homosexual behavior," 
they wrote. 

Vermont governor approves legal 
benefits for homosexual couples 

MONTPELIER, Vt. (BP)-Ver­
mont' s governor on April 26 signed into 
law landmark legislation granting the 
full benefits of marriage io homosexual 
and lesbian couples in the state, prompt­
ing warnings from opponents that it 
could spawn similar legislation in other 
states. 

Gov. Howard Dean signed the bill 
into law during a closed-door meeting 
with supporters following a 79-68 vote 
by the Vermont House on April 25 and 
a 19-11 Senate vote April 19. The new 
law grants homosexual couples rights 
in medical decisions, tax benefits and 
other areas. 

"This i's a statement that Vermont 
values people for who they are, not what 
they are," Dean said following the sign­
ing. 'This bill enriches not just the very 
small percentage of gay and lesbian 
Vermonters who take advantage of this 
partnership and get the rights that the 
court has determined that they are due. 
I believe this bill enriches all of us, as 
we look with new eyes at a group of 
people who have been outcasts for 
many, many generations." 

Vermont's Supreme Court in De­
cember ruled that state law discriminat­
ed against homosexual couples and that 
a legislative remedy was needed. 

Under the new law, which takes ef­
fect July I, same-sex couples will be 
able to obtain a civil union license from 
their town clerk. The civil unions would 
then be certified by a justice of the 
peace, judge or clergy member. 

Family groups believe Vermont's 

A special opportunity 
Kentucky Baptists now have a 

personal investing opportunity that 
also provides money to be used to 
win our state for Christ. 

This opportunity is available 
through a special arrangement be­
tween the Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion and its investment management 
finn, National Asset Management of 
Louisville. For the first time, indi vi d­

"civil unions" law will have a negative 
impact on the state and may be used to 
undermine marriage laws across the 
country. 

"We hope at least to establish a res­
idency requirement and broaden the bill 
so that it's not sex-based," Craig Ben­
sen, vice president of Take It to the Peo­
ple, told CNSNews.com after a closed­
door meeting with the bill's opponents. 

Take It to the People is a large grass­
roots group opposed to civil unions, 
with a membership of approximately 
15,000. 

Janet Parshall, chief spokeswoman 
for the Family Research Council, de­
scribed the action as '"gay marriage' in 
everything but name," adding that "it is 
a direct assault on society's most essen­
tial institution." 

"It means that Vermont's lawmak­
ers no longer believe that marriage­
and marriage-based families-have any 
uniqu~ value to society," Parshall said. 

Vincent McCarthy, a lawyer for the 
American Center for Law and Justice, 
said he believes "there is a concern,jus­
tifiably so, that people in Vermont 
might try to take this decision to anoth­
er state, seeking somehow to get anoth­
er state to recognize the rights given in 
Vermont." 

After the Hawaii Supreme Court 
raised the possibility of same-sex mare 
riages in 1993, 30 states and the federal 
government passed laws denying rec­
ognition to same-sex marriages. 
With additional reporting by Religion 
News Service 

The Foundation will not retain any of 
this fee. Instead, 100 percent wfll go 
to the Reaching Kentucky for Christ 
Fund administered by the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention Executive Board 
with Bill Mackey' s leadership. 

The Reaching Kentucky for 
Christ Fund will be used to reach peo­
ple groups for Christ as the world 
comes to Kentucky. Our state cur -

uals can invest their tax­
able and non-taxable 
funds in the same large 
capitalization equity port­
folio used by the Kentucky 
Baptist Foundation, com­
plete with all of the Chris­
tian ethical restrictions 
used by the Foundation. A 
unique side benefit of this 
investment opportunity is 
you can see part of the 
management fee you pay 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

rently has growing His­
panic and Asian popula­
tions and many of the 
countries of the world are 
now represented by the 
international students at­
tending Kentucky's col­
leges and universities. The 
fund also will be used to 
help churches and associ­
ations start new ministries 
in Kentucky as they devel­
op new ways of sharing 
the gospel in an increas-National Asset Manage- Barry Allen 

ment directed to a new 
fund to reach Kentucky for Christ. 

National Asset Management has 
created the new National Asset Man­
agement Core Equity Mutual Fund 
for individuals. The investment 
guidelines of the mutual fund are the 
same used in managing the large cap­
italization portion of the Foundation's 
equity fund, including the Christian 
ethical restrictions. For every account 
opened through this arrangement, 
National Asset Management will pay 
20 percent of its management fee to 
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 

ingly secular culture. 
This is an investment, not a dona­

tion. A $10,000 minimum investment 
is needed to open an account with this 
mutual fund. The Foundation will 
perform ·no services with respect to 
the actual investment by Kentucky 
Baptists in the fund and has no role 
in advising the mutual fund. To re­
ceive a prospectus, call NAM toll­
free at (877) 626-3863. 
Barry Allen is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223; (888) 254-5701 
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Scout case impacts religious groups 
WAS HING TON (J\NS ):;:-The, -._. identified him ~J~99 as part of <1 g.i.y 

U.S. Supreme Court reyisited the di- • ·, and lesbian campus group at Rutgers 
visive issue of homosexuality April Vniversity. At the time, Dale was an 
26 in a case that pits the.Boy Scouts assistant scoutmaster. 
of Am_erica against an ousted gay Boy Scouts officials said Dale's 
assist~! scoutmaster. The outcome .. homosexuality \\'as incompatil,Jle 

•·• couldhflve significantJ~fications ; • ")'ith th~ standar'¾ the stquting orga- . 
for religious groups. ' ... · riu:ation holds<f6rjts leaders. Dale 

Lawyers for the Scouts told the sued, and after a lengthy legal battle, 
court the Boy Scouts, as a private or- the New Jersey Supreme Court 
ganization like churches or other re- agreed the Boy Scouts had viola§g 
ligious groups, has the constituticmal . the state's anti-discrimination Ia~,:1: • . ; 
protection to dictate tgfs~dards for .-.- The jll;5tie<:S appeared skeptical,pf,;;1; 
its leaders and memb~rs: • the clainis madfqy both sides; ask- < 

ButthelawyerforfamesDale, the ing the Scouts why someone cou1d 
fonner Scout leader, says the Boy be dismissed simply for being gay, 
Scouts is a public accommodation and grilling Dale's lawyers about 
group with large support from gov- why the Scouts cannot dictate its own 
emmental agencies, and as such, can- leadership standards. 
not discriminate on the basis of a per~ Several religious groups-includ-
son's sexual orientation. ing the Southern Baptist Ethics & 

The original case was brought by Religious Liberty Commission, Mor" 
Dale, a former New Jersey Eagle mons and Orthodox Jews~filed 
Scout, who was dismissed from the briefs with the court supporting the 
Boy Sc:outs after a local newspaper . Scouts. 

f\ ~.. . ,,_.:·.u,:::::!\._-:-i,.-.,,;,,.,.;, .,..;$.~,, . .,,.,.,.-=,;.:,,,,. ,.,:.,.,... •~ ❖=❖ ,,.:.. • ~-,, • 1::.:,-,,:c=:«:·: . :-'. . .'f.',. 

CAB~~A~S~!_ER 
Since 1953 

Capacity: 39 Adults or 35 with Rear Luggage . 

20' to 33' models• 15 to 33 passengers 

• LifeWay Discount 
• 12 to 47 adult capacity 
• 15-passenger Vans 
• We buy used buses 
• More than 40 buses in stock 
• "No-CDL" buses and raised-roof vans 

(800) 370-6180 
www.carpenterbus.com 

Check our Web site for new & used inventory 

328 Southgate Court, Brentwood, TN 37027 
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Supreme Court hears arguments 
in partial-birth abortion appeal 

WASHINGTON (RNS)----=-Lawyers 
representing both sides of the abortion 
debate squared off before the U.S. Su­
preme Court April 25, presenting oral 
arguments in a challenge to Nebraska's 
ban on late-term abortions. 

The hour-long session returned jus­
tices to a legal and moral battlefield they 
last visited in 1992 when justices voted 
5-4 to uphold their 1973 Roe vs. Wade 
decision extending constitutional pro­
tection to abortions. 

At issue last week was a 1997 Ne­
braska law that banned so-called "par­
tial-birth abortions," in which a doctor 
partially delivers "a living unborn child 
before killing the unborn child and com­
pleting delivery." 

This is the first "partial-birth" case 
the Supreme Court has heard. Thirty 
states have banned the procedure, but 
federal appeals courts have issued con­
flicting rulings on the constitutionality 
of those laws. A decision by the Su­
preme Court is -!Xpected by late June. 

Simon Heller, the lawyer represent­
ing Leroy Carhart, the Nebraska doctor 
who launched the challenge to the law, 
told justices the state law is "so broadly 
written it could prohibit most second­
trimester abortions" and could lead to 
making all abortions "more dangerous 
for women." 

Nebraska Attorney General Don 
Stenberg disagreed, claiming the state 
has an interest in upholding the law. 

"The state interest here is drawing a 
bright line between abortion and infan­
ticide," he said. 

He said the Nebraska abortion law 
targets only a procedure known in the 
medical community as D and X-or 
intact dilation and extraction- which 
involves puncturing and emptying a fe­
tus' skull before extraction. 

Still, Justices Anthony Kennedy and 
Sandra Day O'Connor expressed con­
cern about the law's vague wording, 
questioning its scope and its failure to 
specifically name D and X abortions as 
the procedure addressed by the law. 

Justice Antonin Scalia, pointing out 
that the Nebraska law specifically ap­
plies to late-term abortions "deliberate­
ly and intentionally" performed, seemed 
doubtful that the law was too vague. 

He also queried whether stopping 
"infanticide" in Nebraska- as Stenberg 
contended the Nebraska law did- was 
not a sufficient state interest to uphold 
the law. 

Both Justices Stephen Breyer and 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg expressed con­
cern that the Nebraska abortion statute 
did not permit exceptions in order to 
protect a pregnant woman's health. 

But health exceptions are not neces­
sary, Stenberg contended, because the 
D and X procedure "is never necessary 
to save the life of a woman." 

President Clinton has twice vetoed 
a Republican-backed bill outlawing the 
abortion procedure. Three weeks ago, 
the House passed a partial-birth ban for 
the third time in five years. While sup­
porters say they have the votes to with­
stand another veto, it's doubtful the Sen­
ate could also override a veto. 

Building in Birmingham 
By Robert Dunston 

During Cumberland College's 
spring break, nine Cumberland stu­
dents journeyed to Birmingham, 
Ala., for a special project. Team 
leader Kevin Floyd directed a min­
istry team including Vanessa Chipe, 
Chip Earle, Tarah Henry, Tyler 
Mullins, Tara baks, Crystal Reams, 
Troy Shafer and Jo Ann 

The students hung new drywall, 
painted, caulked, scrubbed and built 
shelves for the man's kitchen. They 
also built a back porch for him. He 
had nailed his back door shut and 
not entered his backyard in I 0 
years. When he opened the door 
and stepped onto his porch for the 
first time, his face lighted up. "You 
couldn't give me a million dollars 

Sternberg. • 
Green Valley Baptist 

Church hosted the stu­
dents and provided ac­
commodations in its 
recreation center. The 
students had access to 
pool tables, ping pong ta­
bles, a kitchen and a big­
screen television but had 
little time for such amen­
ities. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

for that moment," Floyd 
said. 

Despite having gone 
through so much in life, 
the man never com­
plained. His mental and 
spititual strength blessed 
each of the students. 

After driving down on Saturday, 
the group worshipped with the 
church on Sunday. When Monday 
morning arrived, they started work. 

During the week the students 
worked on the home of an 84-year­
old African-American gentleman. 
His home needed to be razed but he 
had so many memories attached to 
his house, he could not move. His 
wife died 20 years ago and was fol­
lowed in death shortly thereafter by 
their daughter. A pencil sharpener the 
man ~ad bought for his daughter to 
use still hung in its place on the wall 
as a constant reminder of her. 

again. 

The students returned 
physically exhausted but 
mentally rejuvenated. 
They hope to return to 
visit their new friend 

Chipe summed up their trip well. 
"There's a lot to learn even in dry­
wall. God seems to have a purpose 
and when you' re doing His will, it 
all seems to fall into place." . 

These Cumberland College stu­
dents certainly did God's will dur­
ing spring break. God used them 
and blessed them in a wonderful 
way. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

NATIONAL NOTES 
■ It's OK to pray for Eli;m. The U.S. District Civil Liberties Union which contended the words 

appeared to be a government endorsement of the 
Christian religion. The lawsuit originally was filed 
by Matthew Peterson, a Presbyterian minister 

Court in Washington has issued a temporary 
restraining order against the Secret Service, 
clearing the way for a Christian group to pray on a 
public sidewalk for Elian Gonzales. The Christian 
Defense Coalition was denied access and 
threatened with arrest if they conducted a prayer 
vigil on a public sidewalk adjacent to the Cuban 
interests section of the Swiss Embassy. The 

who objected to the state's use of the motto, 
adopted in 1959. The decision by the federal court 
reverses a 1998 decision by a judge in Columbus 
that allowed Ohio to display the motto as long as 
it does not cite its biblical origin. State officials 
intend to challenge the appeals court's ruling. ruling came before the April 22 raid by federal 

agents that took the young Cuban boy from his 
Miami relatives and reunited him with his father. 
CDC director Patrick Mahoney said the Secret 
Service targeted the coalition because the group 
does ncit support the _Clinton administration's view 
that Elian should be returned to Cuba. 

. . . 
■ Voucher injunction postponed. The Florida 
judge who ruled in March that the state's voucher 
program is unconstitutional is allowing the 
vouchers to continue until an appeal is -
considered. Circuit Judge Ralph Smith previously 
decided the voucher law violates the state 
constitution because it provides state money that 
will .be spent on private schools·. Under the law, 
students at schools that are considered to be 

■ Revivals target women. ·organizer Ann 
Gratiam Lotz says she will be sorely disappointed 
if "Just Give Me Jesus" gatherings in five cities 
this year result in anything less than revival. "I 
'don't\,vant to be.part of another event:'l'm too 
tired and too busy for that," said the daughter of 
famed evangelist Billy Graham. Lotz, founder of 
AnGeL Ministries: will join Kay Arthurof Precepts 
Ministrles lnternat1onal as a featured speaker at a 
two-day "Just Give Me Jesus" gathering May 5-6 
in Fort Worth, Texas. Similar revival services, 

failing .two years out of four~re eligible for ... 
vouch1hs. Two elementary schools quafified this 
year, bI1t the number of schools eligible next year 
is uncertain until grades are reported in June. 

■ Publishing agreement ends. The American 
Bible Society and Thomas Nelson Publishers have 
terminated their publishing agreement for the 
Contemporary English Version translation of the 
Bible, but the society plans to continue 
distributing the modern language translation. 
Representatives of both entities said the decision 
was based in part on a "crowded" Bible market. 
ABS officials will evaluate other strategies to 
continue distributing the CEV, said Bob Briggs, 

targeted primarily at women, are scheduled in • 
Knoxville, Atlanta, Kansas City and San Diego. • 

■ Ohio's 'God' motto thrown out. The Sixth U.S. 
Court of Appeals ruled April 25 that Ohio's state 
motto, "With God, all things are possible," 
violates the U.S. Constitution and must be thrown 
out The federal court sided 2-1 with the American the Bible society's communications director. 

Poised for greatness 
The happenings of last summer 

still amaze me. It was when I was 
writing a "Summer Highlights" re­
port that I realized why I was so 
tired. 

Through the help of individuals, 
churches, Baptist colleges and oth-
er institutions, Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children offered four 
camps to our kids in various pro­

asked ifl could visit with the inten­
tion of finding a church for Josh to 
attend. She agreed enthusiastically. 
I took him to supper and we talked 
about the possibilities. We agreed 
upon a church and set a date to at­
tend. Unfortunately, a snowstorm 
prevented us from keeping our date 
at the church. Then, when I called a 
few weeks later to reschedule, I 

grams across the state: 
one at Georgetown Col­
lege, one at Glen Dale 
with the BSU team Son 
Celebration and two at 
Jonathan Creek. We at­
tended the Youth Evan­
gelism Conference in 
Lexington, Summer Jam 
and Y outhFest in Louis­
ville and Newsong in 
Leitchfield. Yellow 
Creek Baptist Church 
from. Owensboro led re­

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

heard the bad news: Josh 
had gotten into trouble 
and was in a state juve­
nile justice facility. I'm 
currently trying to get 
permission to see Josh. 

As disappointing as 
this homecoming was, I 
know God isn't finished 
with Josh. Last summer 
was a beginning, not an 
end. I look at it this way: 

vivals on our Glen Dale Mike Dixon 
and Southern Region 

It was a great summer; 
Josh is a great kid with a 
great deal of problems 
but whose life still has 

great potential. Why? Because we 
have a great God! With Him there 
is always hope. Please pray for 
God's greatness to prevail iri Josh's 
life and in the lives of all of those 
we serve in Christ's name. 

campuses. The summer ended with 
a youth rally at Spring Meadows 
featuring Andre Barnes. 

These events have a real impact 
on our kids. One young man, I'll 
call him Josh, came up to me after I 
had shared my testimony and asked 
if I would go to church with him 
when he went home. Although his 
folks live about two hours from my 
house, I said sure. 

Shortly after he left KBHC's 
care, I contacted his mother and 

Mike Dixon is vice president for reli­
. gious life at Kentucky Baptist Homes 
for Children, 10801 Shelbyville Road, 
Middletown, KY40243. Call(800)456-
1386. KBHC's Internet address is: 
http://www.iglou.com/kbhcl 
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South Carolina churches celebrate 
moral victory over video gambling 

"Jesus calls us to 
be salt and light, 

to make an impact 
on our culture." 

South Carolina Baptist 
pastor Mike Hamlet 

By Todd Starnes 
Baptist Press 

WASHINGTON (BP)- The U.S. 
Supreme Court has refused to interfere 
with South Carolina's upcoming ban of 
video gambling, dealing what oppo­
nents of the ban called an end to video 
gambling in the state. 

The justices rejected an appeal, filed 
by Joytime Distributors & Amusement 
Co. , a Greenville, S.C.-based corpora- • 
tion that owns 164 video gambling ma­
chines. The appeal challenged the way 
the ban was approved in 1999. 

The South Carolina General Assem­
bly passed a law last summer that would 
ban video gambling unless a majority 
of voters in a November referendum ap­
proved continued payouts from the 
machines. 

The South Carolina Supreme Court 
struck down the referendum, but upheld 
other parts •Of the law, effectively end­
ing the state's $2.8 billion-a-year indus­
try. 

Churches and pro-family groups 
across the state rejoiced over the deci­
sion that struck down the referendum. 

'There is no question that this is a 
great victory for the faith community in 
South Carolina," said Mike Hamlet, 
seniorpastorofNorth Spartanburg Bap­
tist Church and a former president of 
the South Carolina Baptist Convention. 

'The Supreme Court decision did 
not come as a great surprise to me. I 
think it was a last-ditch effort to try to 
do something to save the industry." 

One of our greatest challenges . 

House Speaker David Wilkins pre­
dicted the issue is dead. "By this time 
next year, video poker will be nothing 
more than a memory," he said. 

Despite an estimated 3,000 video 
poker employees about to lose their 
jobs, state economists said they aren't 
worried. 

Frank Hefner, an economist at the 
College of Charleston, said South Caro­
lina's growing economy should be able 
to absorb those affected by the indus­
try'. s demise. 

According to the state Department 
of Revenue, video poker machines in 
South Carolina generated $556.4 mil­
lion in gross receipts in the three months 
ending Dec. 31, 1999. 

Last year, the South Carolina Cham­
ber of Commerce commissioned a 
study that concluded that the $60 mil­
lion in tax revenues generated by video 
poker is less than one percent of the to­
tal state budget and that the job losses 
in video poker would be small com­
pared with the 300,000 unemployment 
claims filed every year in the state. 

Hamlet said the death of video gam­
bling gives a boost to opponents of the 
state lottery. "Anyone wh·o says that 
churches need to stay in the four walls 
and not involve themselves in these is­
sues has no understanding of the New 
Testament," he said. "Jesus calls us to 
be salt and light, to make an impact on 
our culture. In areas where there is a 
moral principle, not only does a Chris­
tian have an opportunity, but a respon­
sibility to take a strong stand." 

The heart and soul of any ministry like ours is its 
people. Finding dedicated people who are willing 
to work long, hard hours with low pay and modest 
housing is a real challenge. 

Recently I got a request for information from a 
• man in Texas who had heard about our ministry and 

was interested in serving here. I sent him material 
to read, including our salary and benefits. I received 
a letter from him that I would like to share. 

"As I was selecting food this morning, food that 
I did not have to pay for, my mind went back to one 
painful summer when (my daughter) was still in the 
highchair. For one week all we had to eat was most­
ly cheap baloney. (My daughter) pushed hers away 
and said, 'I don't want any more baloney.' I decid­
ed then and there that l had had it with preaching 
and t.eaching on low salaries. I decided to look for 
another job. 

"I have read everything that was sent, and not 
just one time. Whjle I thought that I knew 
something about Oneida, I quickly dis­
covered that such was not true. I did not 
realize that su~h a school existed in this 
day and age. I would be very interested 
in becoming a part of such an admirable 
operation. However, at this time, I sim­
ply am unable to make do on $6,000 a 
year. But, if I cannot work there, I can 
remember you and the school in my 
prayers each day. 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

"(My wife) and I decided that I would stay with 
what I loved to do and what we believed 
that God called me to do. We never re­
gretted that decision. We could not go 
back on our commitment to God." 

Then he finished with this story: 
"But above all I am thankful for the 

privilege of teaching at OBI these last 10 
years. One day while (my wife) and I 
were sitting at the kitchen table at the par­
sonage at church, I said to her, 'Let's start 
on a new journey offaith. Let's go to Ur 
and start out again.' Our Ur was Oneida. 
And we never regretted the decision." 

I did not give the name of this man. 

"It is perplexing for me to realize that 
I 'grew up' in the Baptist church, and was 
very active in it, yet never heard of Onei­
da." W.F. Underwood He lost his wife to cancer three years ago 

while they were both serving Oneida as 
volunteers. He has continued to work as a volun­
teer, completing his 10th year this past summer. 

I frequently receive letters requesting 
information about our school and a position that may 
be available. While I presume they have heard a lit­
tle about Oneida, I nearly always am sure they have 
no idea of the amount of time our people work. And 
the modest salaries scare off even the most dedicat-
ed. • 

Today as I was reading my mail, there was a let­
ter from one of my staff :w~o also is a semi-retired 
pastor. Yesterday he and the rest of our staff were 
given the opportunity to attend our "Share-a-Lot." 
Normally, once a·month our folks may gather food 
items that have been given to the school. Here is 
part of what this teacher wrote: 

Many who serve at Oneida Baptist Institute find 
it to be one of their greatest challenges. Of those 
who inquire about being part of this ministry, only 
about one in 50 ever comes for an interview. Most 
simply say they can't afford to live on such modest 
salaries. How blessed we are to have 150 very ded­
icated faculty and staff. 

Reprinted from WR, Oct. 20, 1998 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org 
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SJou OJte SJnuited to a 

QaQa JubiQee CeQeb1catio11 
guegday. J\Aay 9 • 7:1S p.m. 

Alumni Chapel • 2825 Lexington Road 
featuring nationally known guest singers , pianists, 
and actors, with the Southern Seminary Orchestra, 

Church Music Drama Theatre , and Mass Choirs 

• Opera Favorites of Fifty Years • Nessum Dorma 

• Contemporary Christian 

• Sherman and Mims 

• Mark Andrist 

• Tom Song 

• Largo al Factotum 

• Rachmoninoff 's 
Second Piano Concerto 

• William Tell Overture 

• Stephen Austin 

• 1\vo From Galilee 

• God's Love Song 

• James Rensink 

• Todd Miller 

• Sharon Lawhon 

• Excerpts 
Mozart's 1\vo Piano 
Concerto 
Hardy and Dierks. 

FREE ADMISSION AND PARKING 
call 897-4115 or 589-5290 for information . 

I The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
2825 Lexington Road • Louisville, Kentucky 40280 
Visit us on the Internet - http://www.sbts.edu 

Dr. Kelly preaches commencement sermon 
Nearly 75 years after L.C. Kelly 

started Clear Creek, we will have 
Dr. Kelly preach the commence­
ment message for the class of 2000 
on May 5. That's Dr. Bobby Jay 
Kelly, Rowena Strickland Assistant 
Professor of Bible at Oklahoma 
Baptist University and a 1988 Clear 
Creek alumnus. Our faculty recent­
ly selected him as a distinguished 

grounds." 
Hutch Kufahl, a junior public 

relations major, said, "Not only 
does he have a genuine love and 
care for his students, but he has a 
passion for what he teaches; it's rare • 
that you see a professor with a true 
passion. That is why I like him." 

"I believe that I still enjoy things 
that students enjoy," Kelly said. "I 

alumnus and recipient of 
the Delta Epsilon Chi 
Award from the Accred­
iting Association of Bible 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

like to talk about sports, 
and help students with 
problems." 

Freshman student 
Colleges. 

Kelly was pastor of 
Cedar Grove Baptist 
Church in Tazewell, 
Tenn., in 1986-89. He 
completed a master of 
divinity degree and doc­
tor of philosophy degree 
at Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in 

Mindy Mayberry said 
Kelly "makes a point to 

-get to know his students 
outside of class, and he 
remembers their names. 
That makes a difference 
to students." 

Forth Worth, Texas. He Bill Whittaker 

Bobby and Angie 
Kelly married in 1992. 
She is a graduate of Bell 
County High School and 
Lincoln Memorial Uni­received the H.C. Brown 

Jr. Memorial Award for outstand­
ing achievement in the study and 
practice of preaching. 

Last month, Kelly was one of 
seven individuals at OBU honored 
with the Seven Who Care Award, 
based on volunteer service, selfless 
devotion to others, commitment to 
a cause or acts of bravery. 

The OBU campus newspaper, 
The Bison, described Kelly as "a 
campus-wide favorite among stu­
dents from all . majors and back-

versity and teaches kindergarten. 
They have no children, but do have 
a black Labrador retriever named 
Tubbie. 

Kelly is an avid runner, frequent­
ly racing in 1 OKs and half mara­
thons. He is scheduled to run in the 
Marine Corps Marathon in Wash-

• ington in October. 

Bill Whittaker is p·resident of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 



Bookends. Liz Cut1is Higgs. Multno~ 
mah Press, 2000. 334 pages. $12.99. 
♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

"Bookends" is Higgs' second book 
of fiction for women. For the setting of 
this book, Higgs returns to her roots in 
the Moravian church. The location is 
Lititz, Pa., and the Lititz Moravian 

Beyond the Shadows: Embracing Au­
thentic Worship. TC. Smith. Smyth & 
Helwys, 2000. 115 pages. ♦♦ 

Warning: This book is not a manual 
for worship planning. Nor is it, per se, a 
theology of worship. Rather, it is a de­
scription of "the distractions that lead 
us away from the center of Christian 

Emilie Getz, a former ~••--••• -Church. ~ 
Lititz residen_t and member -~ 0 of(eh..JS" 

faith." Smith seeks to high­
light those practices that keep 
us worshipping God in the 
shadows, rather than in the 
light of truth. 

of the Moravian church, re- J • 

-.:e..c. ..... J+-r.--:: ......... ,,.'-:,,c.:,.' 

turns to town to write a com­
memorative book for the 
Moravian congregation's 
250th anniversary. Getz, a 
professor at Salem College in 
Winston-Salem, N.C., finds I L11.C1n 1~ Higg:, 
herself involved in more than --· ·-· ,. __ _ 

T.C. Smith uses his con­
siderable background as a 
New Testament scholar to 
assess the hindrances to au­
thentic Christian disciple­
ship. Among the topics he 
tackles are: the inauthentic historical research. 

Almost from the beginning she finds 
her life getting intertwined with Jonas 
Fielding, a transplant to Lititz. Unlike 
Emilie, Jonas is a late convert to the 
Moravian church but the differences 
only begin here. While the two are 
turned in opposite ways like bookends, 
the reader has a feeling from the begin­
ning that they will end up in the same 
place. 

Higgs spends much of the book ex­
ploring the growing relationship be­
tween Emilie and Jonas, while throw­
ing in other adventures as well. Unlike 
some Christian fiction, Higgs does not 
use Christianity in the story in a way 
that overpowers the story line. 

Higgs' story is fast-moving and the 
story does not bog down. Higgs' trade­
mark humor is very apparent. 

I would have enjoyed a bit more 
introduction to the Moravian church, 
but Higgs' focus is more on relation­
ship than history. If you want a good 
fiction read, particularly targeted for 
women, I recommend "Bookends." 
Wayne Hager 

use of Scripture, the abuse of theologi­
cal language, the danger of tithing as a 
legalistic stewardship requirement, the 
popular but mistaken view of angels, 
and more. 

The strength of this book is the way 
Smith connects his criticisms to solid 
biblical research. Several times I found 
myself coming face-to-face with fresh 
and challenging insights from Scripture. 

The weakness of the book is two­
fold. In the first place, it reads more like 
a loose collection of essays held togeth­
er by the general premise that we often 
worship God in the shadows rather than 
the truth. Second, generally sound bib­
lical presentation occasionally gives 
way to polemic apparently addressed to­
ward biblical Iiteralists.Jim Holladay 

A Hill on Which to Die: One Southern 
Baptist's Journey. Paul Pressler. 
Broadman & Holman, 1999. 362 
pages. $29.99 ♦♦♦ 

Judge Paul Pressler, spearhead and 
architect of the conservative make-

: I I 
over of the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion, writes this book to explain "why 
I felt that God had me do what I did 
and how I saw events unfolding in the 
convention." 

It is high! y unlike! y that reading this 
book will change significantly the read­
er's view of the man or his cause. Those 
who view Pressler as a hero will come 
away from this book with their percep­
tions affmned. Others who see him as a 
scoundrel will find his piosity and God­
talk repulsive and insincere. 

I found Pressler' s first-person nar­
rative of his involvement in the SBC 

decade, Pressler's personal narrative 
will provide fascinating fodder. Jim 
Holladay 

How to Like the Ones You Love: Build­
ing Family Friendships for Life. Su­
san Alexander Yates. Baker Books, 
2000. 239 pages. $12.99. ♦♦♦♦ 

First published in 1995 as "A House 
Full of Friends," Yates' book address­
es the issue of building relationships in 
families. She considers relationships be­
tween spouses, parents and children, 
siblings, grandparents, in-laws and ex-

controversy intriguing. 
From his days in prep 
school at Exeter, he has 
been battling the enemy of 
liberalism. It seems he -al­
ways has had difficulty be-

tended family. She also con­
. J y, ",~,,. . ·i I siders separately sin~Ie par-

PAUL PRb-,x, ents and blended fannies. 

7/ HILL 

C:'N W!· H<:i) 

TO DIE 

As the sub-title suggests, 
Yates' contention is that the 
model of being a "friend" 
should be the primary goal 
for family relationships. 
Each chapter of Yates' book 
is full of case studies which 

lieving that people who sin­
cerely confess faith in Jesus 
Christ might have a differ­
ent understanding of Scrip­
ture than he does. "·'· '~-"·••" "'~··· ,.,,.,,.,. • provide real-life examples of 

Reading his account of 
the flow of events in the SBC between 
I 979 and 1990, one gets the impression 
the conservatives were motivated by a 
sincere love for God, never made errors 
in judgment and their actions were guid-• 
ed by the Spirit of God. The moderates, 
on the other hand, come across as dirty 
gutter fighters, who act out of hidden 
motivations and who lack a strong faith 
in God. 

At several places in the narrative, 
Pressler contends that if the moderates 
had not engaged in some insulting, dis­
honest acti,vity, there would have been 
no need for him to act as he i:lid. At 
times, the whole struggle in the SBC 
sounds extremely personal. 

I doubt many who pick up this book 
can read it objectively. However, for 
those seeking to understand the conflict 
that consumed the SBC for more than a 

successful and unsuccessful 
"friendships" in families. 

She gives careful attention to her 
examples in an effort to connect with 
practically everyone. She discusses 
proven approaches to building friend­
ships between the primary parties she 
is considering and then gives practical 
tips for accomplishing the goal of 
friendship. Each chapter ends with a 
Bible verse, focus questions and activi­
ties for friendship-building. 

Yates asks the reader to read chap­
ter by chapter and not skip to ornf s par­
ticul~ situation. She does this because 
each chapter builds on previous discus­
sion, and like a family, is interrelated 
and interdependent. 

Yates does a good job not only of 
inspiring people to be friends in a fam­
ily but also providing the tools to see 
the task through'. Wayne Hager 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C., 
and Jim Holladay, pastor 
of Clifton Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Holladay 
and Hager welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them 
via e-mail at: 
docholladay@juno.com 
or jw~ager@surry.net 

'He who tells the best story wins,' Christian writers reminded 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

MOUNT HERMON, Calif. (BP)­
Christians writers in today's postmod­
ern culture must reach readers through 
their hearts instead of their heads, an of­
ficial with Focus on the Family told one 
of the nation's largest writers' confer­
ences. 

Recalling how the movie "Top Gun"· 
boosted military enlistments and leg­
endary author Charles Dickens' stories 
helped put an end to sweat shops, Al 
Janssen said convincing arguments 
won't convert people to Christ. 

"We have to communicate through 
stories," said the senior director of prod­
uct development for the Colorado 
Springs, Colo., ministry. "You want to 
convince the unconvinced? Don't call 
them to arms, call them to art. That is 
our challenge today, to master story." 

Janssen was one of four keynote 
speakers at the 3 I st Mount Hermon 
Christian Writers' Conference in north­
ern California. This year's April 14-18 
sessions attracted.a sold-out crowd of 
350 participants and 50 faculty mem­
bers. 

Janssen told of writing "Break­
away," a compilation of testimonies of 
hockey players. _He learned that a wom­
an recently found a copy of the book­
which has been out of print for more 
than seven years--on the side of the 
road in Toronto. 

She gave the book to her ex-hus­
band, who read it and called the minis­
try listed in the back to say, "I want to 
know what those players had." 

Noting how he once thought it would 
be wonderful to pen an Academy 
Award-winning script or a novel that 
made the New York Times' best-seller 
list, Janssen said writers don't get to 
choose the results of their efforts. 

"We need to be faithful to our role," 
he said. "If mine is to write a book that 
is thrown by the side of the road, am I 
willing to play that role?" 

He pointed out that such biblical he­
roes as Esther and Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego didn't know the outcome 
of their actions in advance, yet remained 
faithful to God's call. 

The need to stand for the truth of 
God's Word is particularly important in 
light of a world that has changed drasti­
cally in the last few years, Janssen said. 

Fortunately, the gospel is going forth 
through such popular literature as the 
"Mitford" and "Left Behind" series and 
top novelist John Grisham depicting 
conversions in his stories, Janssen said. 
But much more needs to be done, he 
added. 

"He who tells the best story wins," 
Janssen said. "We have the best story 
but we're not telling it very well. Tell it 
compellingly and the world will come 
hear it. ... The story can be told if we're 
willing to pay the price with excel­
lence." 

Writing success requires commitment, understanding 
t Al Janssen said,writers who want to I Understanding what theyiorld believes. 

communicate the Christian message fqce three "We're so eager to communicate our • 
; • primary challenges: . . message we hold up a straw man that doesn't 
;1. . I Maintaining3 ~ommjtment to studying and reflect wh·ere people are/ Jans~en s.aid. "We 
r mastering their craft. " "" • want to get to the punch line too fast. How 
~ Recalling attending his first writers' conference patient are you to let the,storyemerge?'' . 
.... · 29 years ago, Janssen said he realizes how littl.e C.S. L.ewis, whpse "Mere:.Chr,istianity''. recently , 
i1r.he .stm.~.nows.)X.~ile he doe.§n'.t rec,o~rnn~nd. it fo,\f\:C .wa~ n~m.~g the 9_e·~t-boo~.,~t;;tn~.:gqmt,~.Q'!Yrt. PY,' •1 

i· everyone, he said r .e attends,a lot of movies to • • J, Chnst1annyToday magazm~;,:u,nderstooqJhe •• 
I b~tter understandihy certai~. messages resonate view of ni~ _age and depicted ~/in ~,,~torx; / 
t with people. <+ . .,At ... . . . •~anssen ~aid. ...... • "' , .01+ . 
I: :It•if "Dgn'! eyer S\gp,cleerninq ~nd anal~ipg \

1
\. he ;, ctt;•:,;,,d ronlp?IIY; w~iltn~:was aQ;,e~peU~q .. . . . .. r said, urging part1c1pants to ask, "Why 1~ this a theologian, Lew1qeached mor~ people tptough 

;•.·. QOO.d st·· .. ·o·.•.·•.• ry?·'·' • ... •··· .····· ·. ••.·. the "Chronicles o·f·····Nar .. n .. ia" t··.h?·.·•n··• .. a .. ·. ny .··s·· c···. ho. la .. rly r• • l ·Thinking more about the worldview ·they" work, he added. . . . .. < , . . . . . .. • ·, 
f, want t'1!.~ommuhicate than their message. "We have one oMhe m6stpopular stories," 
I · Writers who immerse themselves in Scripture,0 ;; Janssen said, pointing to such elements of the 
1 r read Christian classics and talk with others who " gospel as adventure, betrayal, action and· . 
r challenge their faith won't need an agenda-:-it will snatching victory from the jaws of defeat ",You 
! emerge through their Vitritirig, he said. • need to tell it." • ' • • "' ·-· 

·,: 

Posing the question of why "Titan­
ic" was so popular, he answered by re­
ferring to the public's thirst for ro­
mance, adventure and heroes. 

A similar search for answers has at­
tracted many listeners to the "Adven­
tures in Odyssey" radio serial, he said. 
While many considered Focus on the 
Family crazy when it created the series 
13 years ago, he said many lives have 
been touched. 

Among them is a computer pro­
grammer who listened for years on the 
way to work. Throughout this time, one 
of the leading characters, Eugene, re­
sisted God. When Eugene finally gave 
his heart to Christ, the progi:ammer • 
pulled his car to the side of the road and 
wept, Janssen said. 

"He got to the office, called Focus 
on the Family and said, 'What do I do 
now?' He had never been to church." 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania and 

New England: 

■ Urgent needs: A 
vacation Bible school 
team to work in New 

London, Conn., in July, 
and two vacation Bible 

school teams to work at 
Christ Baptist Church in 

Worcester, Mass., in 
June or July. Contact the 

KBC partnership office 
for more information, 

(502) 245-4101. 

■ Plans being made by 
First Baptist Church of 

Euless, Texas, to plant a 
flagship church in 

Boston this year. The 
project is a partnership 

between the church, the 
Southern Baptist North 

American Mission Board 
and Greater Boston 
Baptist Association. 

■ Five new believers 
who were recently 
baptized at Bonani 
Baptist Church in 

Tanzania. 

■ "Pray that Kipoke 
Secondary School in 

Tukuyu, Tanzania, will be 
seen as a 'holy' place, 

set apart for God's 
work," missionaries 

request. "Students come 
from all over the 

country, from many 
different tribes. They are 
hungry to serve the Lord 

and know Him 
personally." 

PEOPLE 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ BOONEVILLE-Robbie Napiei: 
resigned as pastor of Vincent Church. 
Napier is a student at Clear Creek 
Bible College. 
■ DRY RIDGE-Unity Church will 
host revival services May 7-10. Curtis 
McGehee will be the evangelist. For 
information call (270) 824-7405 . 
Mitchell Ash is pastor. 
■ HAWESVILLE-Hawesville 
Church will host English as a second 
language training May 11-13 at 6-9:30 
p.m. Thursday &Friday, 8:30 a.m.-6:30 
p.m. on Saturday. Becky Carnell, 
Kentucky Baptist Convention literacy 
consultant, will conduct the training. For 
registration information, call (270) 927-
8787. James Wedding is pastor. 
■ LEXINGTON-Parkway Church 
will host Women's Conference 2000 

May 13 at 8:30 a.m. Linda ChildrtlSS 
will speak on "Being a Woman of 
Confidence." Della Robbins will be 
the worship leader. For reservation in­
formation, call (606) 299-8445 . Steve 
Ellis is pastor. 
■ MANCHESTER-Horse Creek 
Church ordained Tim Rogers, youth 
minister at Island Creek Church, and 
John Smith, youth minister at Lyttle­
ton Church, to the gospel ministry. 
Aaron Mobley was licensed to the 
ministry. Scottie Sumner is pastor. 
■ VERSAILLES-Versailles Church 
sanctuary choir, adult ensemble and in­
strumental ensemble will present the 
musical "God With Us" May 7 at 6 p.m. 
For more information, call (606) 873-
7338. Greg Brewton is minister of 
music. -

MISSIONS FOCUS Clear Creek Baptist Bible College's recent MissionsFest 2000 attr[)cted 
more than 500 participants. The event, held on the school's Pineville campus, featured 
Randy Sprinkle, international prayer strategist for the Southern Baptist International 
Mission Board. Debbie and John Enos (above) were among workers at a missions fair 
held a~ part of the event. 

Southern students gain scholarships for Amsterdam 2000 training 
LOUISVILLE (BP)-Thirty stu­

dents from Southern Baptist Theologi­
cal Seminary in Louisville will spend 
10 days this summer in Amsterdam, 
The Netherlands, learning about evan­
gelism through the Billy Graham Evan­
gelistic Association. 

Southern Seminary has received 30 
student scholarships for Amsterdam 
2000, which will train participants to do 
effective evangelism in the 21st centu­
ry. The conference also seeks to provide 
participants encouragement from others 
in ministry around the world. 

'"This is a huge thing in terms of hav­
ing this number of students chosen," 

FOR SALE: 35 padded oak pews, 
14' long, and pulpit furniture. First Bap­
tist Church, Liberty, Ky. Phone: (606) 
787-7360 or787-8217 after 5 p.m. 

NEEDED: Full-time -duplicating 
machine operatorneeded, M-F, 8 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. $6.83/hour. Benefits includ­
ed. Apply in person at personnel servic­
es, Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary, 2825 Lexington Road. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
FBC, Dayton, Ky. (across river from 
Cincinnati). Send resume to: Marvin 
Flinchum, 307 5th Ave., Dayton, KY 
41074-1105. 

SEEKING: Knoxville Baptist 
Church (Crittenden Association) is 
seeking a part-time minister of youth to 
work with grades 6-12. Applicant 
should be available weekends and 
Wednesday evenings; should be able to 
lead youth-oriented Bible study and a 
variety of spiritual and recreational ac­
tivities. Music ability a plus. Send re­
sume to: Bro. Dwight Parker, 2150 Dry 
Ridge-Mt. Zion Road, Dry Ridge, KY 
41035. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and children. Calhoun Baptist 
Church needs an individual with a pas­
sion for young people to provide lead­
ership for a cutting-edge ministry to the 
heart of McLean County, Ky. Send re­
sume to: Calhoun Baptist Church, PO 

• Box 283, Calhoun, KY 42327. 
SEEKING: Director of music for 

congregational and choir music. Please 
send resume to: Donna Strader, 4830 
Sonora Road, Hodgenville, KY 42748, 
or e-mail donnastrader@msn. com. 

said Tim Beougher, associate dean of 
Southern Seminary's Billy Graham 
School of Missions, Evangelism and 
Church Growth. 

"After they go through with this 
week, I don't think these students will 
ever look at the world the same way. A 
high percentage of the people in the past 
who have participated in these confer­
ences have gone on to be missionaries, 
because these 10 days bum into their 
hearts a world vision and a world pas­
sion. 

"This is the largest gathering of this 
sort in history," Beougher said. "It is a 
conference for itinerant evangelists. The 

primary thrust is to encourage those in­
volved in itinerant preaching ministries 
around the world. It will be a unique 
gathering." 

Beougher said students in Southern 
Seminary's Graham School were giv­
en first priority to receive the scholar­
ships. Students from the seminary's oth­
er schools, including theology and mu­
sic, also were able to apply, he· said. 

The workshops will offer students a 
broad scope of training and education 
from the practical to the theological in 
evangelism and evangelistic preaching. 
Workshop speakers will include J.I. 
Packer, Ravi Zacharias and other well-

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: New traditional Bap­

tist congregation is seeking an experi­
enced minister for a part-time interim 
position in the Elizabethtown, Ky., area 
If interested, please contact the Pastor 
Search Committee, PO Box 728, Eliz­
abethtown, KY 42702. 

SEEKING: Do you love sheep 
(people)? Castlewood Baptist Church is 
looking for the shepherd after God's 
own heart who will lead us with knowl­
edge and understanding (Jeremiah 
3: 15). Please send resume for full-time 
pastor to: Pastor Search Committee, 124 
Pajaro Way, Vallejo, CA 94591. 

SEEKING: Rapidly growing 
church in Paducah, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time minister of education. Send 
resume to: Mt. Zion Baptist Church, 
c/o Anthony Gilbert, 78 Owen Drive, 
Kevil, KY 42053. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth/music 
minister for Hyattsville Baptist Church, 
Lancaster, Ky. Please send resume with 
salary requirements to: Mike Bolin, 
Personnel Committee chairman, c/o 
Hyattsville Baptist Church, 1365 Rich­
mond Road, Lancaster, KY 40444. 
( 606) 792-4851 or 792-6610. 

SEEKING: Youth director needed 
for First Baptist Church, Russellville, 
Ky. Interim, part-time position. Call 
(270) 726-2468. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
Middleton Baptist Church. We are lo­
cated just off Highway 100 between 
Russell ville and Franklin, Ky. Send re­
sume to: Doug Milliken, Middleton 
Baptist Church, 191 Middleton Circle, 
Franklin, KY 42134. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music to lead overall music ministry 
including traditional and comtemporary 
worship services, handbells, all age­
group choirs. Also interested in form­
ing other music ministries. Please send 
resume to: First Baptist Church, 201 
North Main · St., Barbourville, KY 
4090.6, Attn: Minister of Music Search 
Committee. You also may send your 
resume to our e-mail address : 
tbc@barbourville.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time ministry 
opportunity at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church, Louisville: church reception­
ist and secretary to the minister of 
music and worship arts. For more in­
formation, please call Dr. David Stan­
cil at (502) 896-8882. 

SEEKING: Kenwood Baptist 
Church is seeking qualified applicants 
for the following part-time positions: 
minister of music and minister of youth. 
Send resume to: Personnel Committee, 
Kenwood Baptist Church, 6603 South 
Third St., Louisville, KY 40214. 

SEEKING: Full-time maintenance 
specialist for the support services de­
partment of the Kentucky Baptist Con­
vention. Duties include carpentry, 
plumbing, electrical, painting and 
groundskeeping functions . Competitive 
compensation package. Contact: ad­
ministrative services department at 
(502) 244-6468. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
music and youth. Please send resume 
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506, 
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search 
Committee. · 

known scholars and theologians. 
Beougher will teach a workshop on 

the history of evangelism, called "Les­
sons from Evangelists of the Past." 

"We will be asking, 'What can we 
learn from those who have gone be­
fore?"' he said. "We will look at histor­
ical examples of evangelists from dif­
ferent backgrounds, like Billy Sunday, 
who came from a professional baseball 
background, to Charles Finney, who 
came from a legal background. We will 
look at theirmethods, which will hope­
fully tell people that evangelists in each 
age have been on the cutting edge of 
evangelism." 

SEEKING: New Hope Communi­
ty Baptist Church, Jackson, Ky., is 
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor. 
Church is dually aligned with KBC/ 
KBF and SBC/CBF. Located in 
Breathitt County in beautiful southeast­
ern Kentucky, our church is based on 
the priesthood of the believer and gen­
der equity. Please send resume, cover 
letter, statement of ministry and faith, 
and audio or video tape if available to: 
Pulpit Committee, 1621 Highway 30 
W, Jackson, KY 41339. 

SEEKING: Rineyville Baptist 
Church is seeking a full-time minister 
of pastoral care and music. Church is 
located in a rapidly growing rural com­
munity five miles west of Elizabeth­
town. Direct all correspondence and 
inquiries to RBC, PO Box 197, 
Rineyville, KY 40162, or Rineyville 
Baptist@msn.com. 

SEEKING: Full-time youth and 
music minister, FBC of Anderson Hills, 
Cincinnati. Contact Tom Porter: (513) 
232-6945, or church: (513) 474-2441. 

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov­
ing church in Bowling Green. Must be 
experienced and ambitious. Send re­
sume to: Forest Park Baptist Church, 
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling 
Green, KY 42101 , Attn: Search Com­
mittee. 

SEEKING: Part-time children's 
minister for Fanndale Baptist Church, 
5610 U.S. Highway 127 South, Frank­
fort, Ky. If you feel God is calling you 
to this area to work with children, send 
resume to: Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive, 
Frankfort, KY 40601. 
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Miami Baptist pastor ministers to Gonzalez family I 
By David Lema Jr. 
SBC North American Mission Board 

MIAMI (BP)-Perhaps it was be­
cause Misael Castillo came to the Unit­
ed States from Cuba when he was 6 
years old as a political refugee or per­
haps because he is a father with a 6-
year-old at home. Whatever the reason, 
the Miami Baptist pastor has identified 
with the cause of the little "balserito" 
("rafter") Elian Gonzalez. 

Castillo's involvement in the 6-year­
old Cuban boy 's situation developed 
gradually. 

First came the total immersion of the 
city of Miami in the controversy. It is 
impossible to live in Miami and not be 
affected in some way by the controver­
sy, Castillo said. 

He chose to become actively in­
volved after hearing news accounts of 
Joan Brown Campbell of the National 
Council of Churches saying she spoke 
for 56 million Christians who favor 
sending Elian Gonzalez back to Cuba. 

Castillo, pastor of Iglesia Bautista 
Jerusalen, a growing Hispanic Southern 
Baptist church in Miami's Allapatah 
neighborhood, knew he was not among 
those to whom the NCC leader was re­
ferring. After meeting with some other 
evangelical pastors who felt the same 
way, Castillo decided it was time to take 
a public stand on the issue. 

The first step was through a Febru­
ary news conference at the Cuban Pa­
triotic Board headquarters. Castillo and 
several other pastors went on record 
opposing Campbell's views. 

For the next two months Castillo 
simply followed the issue in the news. 

Then Manuel Salabarria, a retired 
Presbyterian minister, invited Castillo to 
visit the house where Elian Gonzalez 
was staying and minister to the boy and 
his relatives. 

After this initial contact, Castillo vis­
ited the home several times and got to 
know many of the family members. On 
April 13, when federal authorities an­
nounced they were going to get the 
child, Castillo and his wife, Wilma, 
spent the whole day ministering to the 
Gonzalez family and providing spiritu­
al support. 

No crisis erupted that day but the 
Castillos were able to pray and share the 
gospel with familymembers during the 
tense moments. 

Castillo subsequently spent a great 
deal of time ministering to the family . 
He talked with them, listened to their 
hurts and prayed with them individual­
ly. 

Asked whether Elian Gonzalez 
should stay in the United States or go 
back to Cuba, Castillo is unequivocal : 
"Elian should stay in the United States. 
The boy has legal grounds on which to · 
stay." 

Castillo said he believes Elian's fa­
ther, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, is under the 
control of Fidel Castro's regime and has 
not been allowed to speak and act free­
ly. 

"The people in the United States 
believe that the child would continue a 
normal life once he is back in Cuba but 
this is not so," Castillo continued. "In 

communist Cuba, a father has no rights 
over his child. The state is in total con­
trol of the life of the individual in Cuba, 
and this includes all children. 

''This child deserves the freedom 
that his mother died to give him," he 
added. 

Christians must respond prayerfully 
to the complex situation, Castillo said. 
"This is spiritual warfare. We must re­
spond with fervent prayer for God to 
glorify Himself in this situation, what­
ever the outcome. Many are crying out 
for justice in this situation, others are 
crying out for peace, others are crying 
out for unity in this community and in 
our country. We pray for God's will to 
be done and for us to have the wisdom 
to see it." 

Castillo said he expects the church 
to be present in the midst of crisis. "We 
need to be publicly involved in this af­
fair since it involves our community," 

• he noted. "We need to offer our resourc­
es and demonstrate our love." 

Meanwhile, he added, 'The,people 
in the United States must be fully in­
formed so that they can understand the 
facts and make the correct judgment. 
Most people are totally misinformed or 
simply ignorant of the facts underlying 
this case." 

Assessing the situation in the after­
math of U.S. marshals taking Elian from 
his Miami home early Saturday morn­
ing, April 22, Castillo said he felt heart­
broken and sad. 

"I believe that as Christians we are 
commanded to respect the authorities 
that govern us," Castillo said. "Howev-

er, we are saddened by the decisions that 
were made, ·and in particular how they 
were executed. , 

"We are teaching our children that 
brute force and violence will always 
solve all the problems in the end," he 
said, "and this is not good." 

Walk with Christ aids woman's victory over eating disorders 
By Stacey Hamby 
Missouri Baptist Word & Way 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (BP)­
For 15 years, she suffered the effects of 
an illness. And she didn't even know 
she was sick. 

Stacy Ousley was 30 years old be­
fore she sought help for an eating dis­
order. At times both anorexic and bu­
limic, Ousley had successfully hidden 
her disorders first from her parents and 
then her husband. 

"At age 15, I made a decision I was 
fat," Ousley, now 37, recalled. "I want­
ed to look as attractive as I thoug~t oth­
er girls were." She weighed 125 pounds 
then, but by the time she graduated from 
high school, she was down to l 00. 

"Being a sports person, I started run­
ning and continuing in sports to lose 
weight," she said. "From about 15 to 18, 
I basically starved myself, which is an­
orexia. I ate very little. I was 18 when I 
started bulimia-eating but purging my 
food." 

She realized at age 20 that she had 
an eating problem. But it wasn't until 
10 years later- while she was in coun­
seling and going through a divorce­
that she shared for the first time about 
her eating disorders. 

"It was later that I learned that anor­
exia and bulimia are emotional disor­
ders," she said. ' 'The actions of not eat­
ing-or purging- are physical manifes­
tations of an emotional disorder." 

The revelation itself did not bring 
changes. Ousley attributes her admis­
sion to her counselor and her gradual 
victories to Jesus Christ. Though she 

had grown up in church and had been 
baptized at age 9, she said she didn't 
fully understand what Jesus had done 
for her on the cross until she was an 
adult. 

"I had gotten baptized because I be­
lieved in God, but that didn't save me," 
she said. "At age 27, I walked the aisle 
and got saved and baptized for real." 
Ousley is a member of Concord Bap­
tist Church in Jefferson City, Mo. 

Her salvation experience marked the 
turning point for her eating disorder. 

"I finally told my counselor about 
my problem because I was growing as 
a Christian, and I started to understand 
I didrt 't have to beat myself up for hav­
ing a disorder," she said. "As I grew 
spiritually, He was able to convict me 
of it. I could get help. 

"Probably the most difficult thing 
I've ever done in my life is to say, 'I've 
got this problem.' I was afraid if people 
found out I had an eating disorder, they 
would reject me. They didn't." 

Once she admitted her problem, her 
counselor helped her take control of it. 
"I still struggle with having an eating 
disorder," she acknowledged. "Just like 
I have to do things to stay fit physical­
ly, I have to do things to stay fit emo­
tionally to keep the disorder from man­
ifesting itself again." 

Ousley keeps herself physically fit 
because for years she has suffered 
chronic pain in her body, though doc­
tors are puzzled about the reason. 

While undergoing physical therapy, 
she became interested in strength train­
ing. Today, as a certified health fitness 
instructor through the American Col-
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lege of Sports Medicine, she is a per­
·sonal trainer for the YMCA in Jeffer­
son City. 

'.'I still have to manage my physical 
health and emotional health," she said. 
"I may be successful in coping every 
day, but I'm always in recovery. 

"If I don't take care of myself emo­
tionally, physically and spiritually, I'll 
be back where I was in 1992-all bro­
ken down." 

Ousley admitted she is not success­
ful every day in her efforts to control 
her disorder. 

"I still have tendencies to binge eat," 
she said. "I have to stay strong spiritu-

ally through my prayer life. No. 1, God 
has to be my priority; I have to renew 
my heart and mind every day with truth. 
It's the deceit- 'I'm not worthy, no one 
could love me, I'm inadequate'- lies 
straight frorri hell-that fuel this and 
other disorders." 

Love and encouragement from 
Christian family and friends are key to 
helping her overcome her disorder. 

"Any doubt or difficulty I have, I can . 
remember they're going to love me any­
way. That's how God loves. Regardless 
of anything-emotional problems, eat­
ing disorders, physical pain-God loves 
me anyway. That's my hope." 

CHILD CUSTODY Elian 
Gonzales, the 6-year-old 
Cuban boy in the center of 
an international custody 
battle, is taken from the 
home of his Miami relatives 
in an early-morning raid 
April 22. Federal agents 
reunited Gonzales with his 
father hours later. (Reuters/ 
RNS photo) 
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. Georgetown College. 
Campus Ministries at Georgetown College continues its mission of providing ways for students to 

' 
grow in Christian· scholarship, commitment, fellowship and ministry. We are delighted to inform you of 

the ministry teams we have available to assist you in your ministry and growth. Each team is comprised 

of Georgetown College students from around the region and all of the teams are ·prepared to work with 

you as we learn from your ministry style and our shared experiences. 

Why should you invite a revival team from 
Georgetown College tQ your ·church? 

s'4./ •• 

It provides Georgetown College students 
the opportunity to experience ministry 

first hand, and THE y 
Georgetown students combine 
traditional values and creative 
ministries to 
lead worship. 

GOD! 

For more information on scheduling a Georgetown· College 
Revival team at your church, contact Scott Stafford in the 
campus. ministries office at 502-863-8153 or via e-mail at 
Scott_Stafford@georgetowncollege.edu 
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