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Baptists

Changing the Baptist
Faith and Message
statement continues to
be a hot topic. Page 2.

Kentucky

Charlie Simmons
(above) is leading the
seventh year of Christian
ministry for horse
enthusiasts at the

Wrangler Campground .

in West Kentucky.
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Editorial

Graduation season offers
" afresh challenge to
pursue excellence.
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Jesus Day 2000

People in six Kentucky
cities are taking part in a
national day of ministry
June 10. Page 14.
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Parish nursing
interest growing,
advocates say

By David Winfrey
News Director

SOMERSET—Many churches talk
about taking Christian ministry outside
their four walls, but parish nurses say a
lot of congregations are overlooking a
ministry resource in their own pews.

From medical clinics to individual
health advice, parish nurses can provide

a variety of services, both in their con-

gregations and in outreach to their com-
munities, several nurses said.

“Every Southern Baptist church
could (have a parish nurse) because
even if you do not have a nurse in your
congregation you usually have someone
who is interested in health,” said Diane
Kiser, a nurse in Somerset.

Started nationally in the 1980s, par-
ish nursing is taking off in Kentucky.
Not only are Kentucky Baptist nurses
becoming certified to serve in their
churches, but some are helping train
others in their region.

Within a congregation, a parish
nurse can be the trusted friend who takes
members’ blood pressure, discusses a
newly prescribed medicine or better
explains a relative’s medical condition.

Outside the congregation, a parish
nurse can accompany a fellow church
member to advise a neighbor uncertain
whether to place a family memberin a
nursing home. Parish nurses also can
organize church-based support groups
for cancer survivors or a weekend med-
ical fair for the community.

“It’s an age-old ministry,” sai
Sheila Koster, a parish nurse at Lone
Oak First Baptist Church in Paducah
and a trainer of other parish nurses.

Kiser said many parish nurses are
reconnecting the church and health care
through a personal sense of calling to
link their professional skills with their
faith.

“The neat thing about parish nurs-
ing is that nurses almost always feel
0 See Parish nursing ..., page 7

PARISH NURSE Sheila Koster checks
Martha Levesque’s blood pressure at Lone
QOak First Baptist Church in Paducah. Koster
is among a growing group of proponents
of linking nurses with churches. (Photo by
Keith-Todd)
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_expert never crossed

~ Gert greeted Cummins
- and his wife, Tammy, duﬁng their
first year on the mission field, caus-

Hurrzc ne Mitc :

Kentuckians still
providing relzef

By Chris Turner

LA CEIBA, Honduras—The M

Ken Cummins’ mind
when he signed on eight
years ago as a Southern
Baptist missionary.

Sure, he’d weathered
tornadoes growing up in
Princeton, Ky. Oneeven
partially destroyed a
house his family lived
in. And Tropical Storm

, tl'xought of becommg a disaster re- | @

DISASTER RELIEF Kentucky natives Ken and Tammy Cummins serve as
Southern Baptist missionaries in Honduras. The past two years they have
coordinated relief work after Hurricane Mitch caused substantial damage.
Kentucky Baptist churches have aided their work. B Top: Cummins talks
with children of a village being rebuilt near La Ceiba. B Above: A bridge
sits in ruins on the road to Masacales, a city that was relocated with help
- from sevaral Kentuclg/ Baptist churchas (Photos by Michaei Keza)

ing some ﬂwdmg in their home in
LaCeiba.
ButnodnngCummms ienced
before Oct. 31, 1998, couldhave com-
pletely prepaned him for the role he

~ would play in helping the people of

Honduras recover from the destruc-
tion caused by Hurricane Mitch.

“At times it has been an over-

whelming task,” he said. “There was

so much need and you want to help

everybody, but that’s just impossible.”

Although thousands of Hondurans
were destitute after Mitch, many re-
ceived help from Southern Baptists.
Initially, help came in food, water and
blankets. Once floodwaters receded,

help came in relocatmg cammumues
and building houses for those who lost
everything. With La Ceiba spared a
direct hit, Cammins said God’s prov-
idence put him in the most strategic
city from which to funnel aid.

“We’d worked in and with a lot of
the local churches over the years, so
we knew a lot of people and they knew
us,” Cummins said. “I did learn from
Gert that you respond immediately
and organize to help by getting as
many people involved as possible. So
when the time came for us to act, we
called on the local churches to survey
their areas and find out who needed
help the most. We wanted to target
those people who were not receiving
aid from anybody else.”

- ‘Wln]e;chuxches identified amas;of

‘vgreatestnmd, Cummins directed the
-mcexptoftmsofgoodsamvmgbyan ~

and sea. Dealing with customs offi-
cials and avoiding a hostile takeover

~ by locals of his storage warehouse

were just two of the many diplomatic
obstacles Cummins faced.

“It was stressful at times, dealing
with paperwork and making sure
trucks were loaded and sent out,” he
said. “There were a lot of times I
would have rather been the guy deliv-
ering the food and being out with the
people. I just wanted the people to

- know that we cared for their commu-

nities.”
That message of love was clearly
Q See Bluegrass churches ..., page 8



“For the sake of
generations to
come, we should
state our
convictions
boldly.”

SBC Baptist Faith and
Message study
committee

ORLANDO, Fla.—As Southern
Baptists prepare to gather next week
in Orlando, Fla., the hot topic remains
proposed revisions to the denomina-
tion’s Baptist Faith and Message state-
ment.

The proposal was released May 18
by a 15-member study committee ap-
pointed by Southern Baptist Conven-
tion President Paige Patterson. Major
changes include deleting a reference
to the historic Southern Baptist prin-
ciple of the priesthood of the believer
and limiting the office of pastor to
men.

The committee’s recommendations
will be presented for consideration June
14 during the SBC annual meeting. Re-
sponding to questions raised about the
report, the committee released a state-
ment through Baptist Press defending

_ the proposed changes.

“Some have asked why we did not
include more of the 1963 preamble,” the
committee noted. “Our task was to com-
pose a preamble specifically designed
to introduce the Baptist Faith and Mes-
sage to a new generation.”

One section of the "63 statement be-
ing eliminated states that “Baptists em-
phasize the soul’s competency before
God, freedom in religion and the priest-
hood of the believer.”

Mike Clingenpeel, editor of the Re-
ligious Herald in Virginia, voiced con-
cern that “the absence of emphasis on

soul.competency almost guarantees that

this new statement of doctrines will be
less open to individual interpretation
and more rigidly applied to exact con-
formity from its members.”

The committee insists, however, that
“we believe that the concepts of soul
competency and the priesthood of all

BAPTISTS

SBC’s faith statement remains hot topic

believers are cherished Baptist princi-
ples. We also believe that these are in-
cluded in and defined by the sixth arti-
cle of our report, ‘The Church,” where
we state that ‘each member is responsi-
ble and accountable to Christ as Lord.””

Charles Wade, executive director of
the Baptist General Convention of Tex-
as, said he hopes the committee propos-
al will be amended next week to specif-
ically include references to soul com-
petency, priesthood and freedom in re-
ligion.

“If this document is adopted,” Wade
added, “‘even though it is not binding on
individual Baptists or churches, it will
be used by SBC-appointed trustees to
test the doctrinal positions of seminary
professors and missionaries.”

The committee noted that some peo-
ple have questioned proposed changes
in Article I on the Scriptures.

“Events in recent years have dem-
onstrated that we needed to clarify that
the Bible is not merely the record of
God’s revelation, but is itself God’s re-
vealed Word in written form,” the com-
mittee wrote.

Calling the closing sentence of the
1963 statement on the Scriptures “a
cause of controversy,” the committee
added, “Some have used the language
defining Jesus Christ as ‘the criterion by
which the Bible is to be interpreted,’ to
drive a wedge between the incarnate
‘Word and the written Word, and to deny
the truthfulness of certain passages. We
use stronger and more historic language
in affirming the fact that ‘all Scripture
is a testimony to Christ, who is Himself
the focus of divine revelation.””

Wade said he regrets the commit-
tee’s decision to drop the 1963 state-
ment on that issue. Every method of

interpreting the Bible needs a guiding
principle, Wade said, emphasizing that
Southern Baptists should make it Clear
that guiding principle is Jesus Christ.

“The Christological principle of
hermeneutics is vitally important,”
Wade noted, “and the committee took
thatout.”

The committee statement also ad-
dresses proposed language concerning
women in ministry.

“Why did our committee decide to
deal with the issue of women in the pas-
torate?” the statement asked. “Simply
because we were driven by biblical au-
thority, a sense of urgency, and the near
unanimous verdict of our churches.”

Carolyn Blevins, associate professor
of religion at‘Carson-Newman College
in Jefferson City, Tenn., said the com-
mittee’s wording concerning women is
incongruent with a separate affirmation
that each individual is responsible and
accountable to Christ.

“If each person is accountable to
God, how can Southern Baptists state a
limitation?” on who can be a pastor,
Blevins asked. “We Baptists tout the
doctrine of freedom, while we stifle the
voices of women.”

Declaring that “there is no biblical
precedent for a woman in the pastorate,”
the committee stated that “the Bible
teaches that women should not teach in
authority over men.”

The committee said the issue “de-
mands attention in our time, when oth-
er denominations are abandoning bibli-
cal teaching and calling women to serve
as pastors. ... For the sake of generations
to come, we should state our convictions
boldly.”

Based on reporting by Associated Baptist
Press and Baptist Press

Baptists to greet protesters with cups of water

ORLANDO, Fla. (BP)—Homosex-
ual activists planning acts of civil dis-
obedience during the Southern Baptist

Convention’s June 13-14 annual meet-

ing will receive gifts of water compli-
ments of the SBC North American Mis-
sion Board.

“Do you earn a commission?”
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Shortly thereafter, the homosexual
protesters will be placed under arrest
and taken to jail for protesting without
a permit, a spokesman for the Orange
County Sheriff’s Department told the
Orlando Sentinel June 1.

“We intend to give them time to
make a brief statement, inform them the
assembly is unlawful and effect the ar-
rest,” Capt. David Black said.

Martin King, a spokesman for
NAMB, told Baptist Press the protest-
ers will be given bottled water by
NAMB staff members working with the
Greater Orlando Baptist Association.

“These trained volunteers are called
a ‘kindness force’ and they will share a
bottle of cold water and the love of
Christ with any pickets or demonstra-
tors they encounter during the conven-
tion,” King said.

Soulforce, a national network of ho-
mosexual activists, announced May 25
its intention to stage a national protest
against the SBC during the Orlando
convention. The group’s Internet site
encourages homosexuals to make prep-
arations to be arrested during a planned
civil disobedience at the Orange Coun-
ty Convention Center June 14.

Chris Alexander-Manley, a homo-
sexual activist based in Orlando, said
homosexuals want to respond to a pro-
posed revision in the SBC’s Baptist
Faith and Message statement that the
Bible teaches homosexuality is a sin.

“Orlando is ready for something like

this, the gay community as well as the

straight,” Alexander-Manley said. “We
are part of the central Florida commu-

< Illty.”

Activists and local law enforcement
officials met May 31 to discuss the
planned civil disobedience. Black said
demonstrators would be transported to
jail where they are expected to plead
guilty or no contest and post a cash
bond.

Mel White, a founder of Soulforce,
said the organization will not attempt to
enter the convention hall. “We have not
come to swarm the platform or inter-
rupt or disrupt, or cause anger or fear or
consternation,” White said. “We’re here
to win minds and hearts. It’s so easy to
want to give up on the Southern Bap-
tists.”

Meanwhile, a group of former ho-

mosexuals announced plans June 1 to

stage a counterdemonstration to the
Soulforce action.

Tim Wilkins, director of Cross Min-
istry, said his organization will be in
Orlando to peacefully demonstrate.

Cross Ministry, based in Raleigh,
N.C,, is a member of Exodus Interna-
tional North America. The ministry’s
mission is to equip churches to evange-
lize and disciple homosexuals.

Wilkins said the counterdemonstra-
tion will show support for the SBC’s
position on homosexuality. “We want
to encourage the Southern Baptist Con-
vention regarding their stand on homo-
sexuality ...
heat that it has generat
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KENTUGKY

WEEKEND RIDERS More than 5,000 horse enthusiasts were at West Kentucky’s Wrangler Campground during the Memorial Day weekend. Each summer weekend, visitors from several states come to the
campground which is one of the largest of its kind in the nation. This is the seventh year Kentucky Baptists have organized a program to provide chaplains, Sunday morning worship and ministries at the facility.

‘A mission field with horses

West Kentucky Baptists sponsor summer mzmstry for campground visitors

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

LAND BETWEEN THE LAKES—More
than a dozen Kentucky Baptists saddled up
for a weekend of ministry to horse
enthusiasts at Wrangler Campground during
the recent Memorial Day holiday.

The West Kentucky campground is one
of the largest of its kind. More than 5,000
people camped and rode horses in the area,
which is managed by the U.S. Forestry
Service.

This is the seventh year that Kentucky
Baptists have organized a summer outreach
ministry for visitors to the horse
campground. From April through October,
volunteers serve as chaplains while staying

at the facility, visiting campers, organizing
ministries and being available for crisis care
needs. ,

During the holiday periods around
Memorial Day, July 4 and Labor Day,
Baptists organize trail rides and other
outreach opportunities, said Charlie
Simmons, a Mission Service Corps
volunteer who serves as a chaplain at
Wrangler Campground. Simmons also is
president of the Kentucky Brotherhood
Equestrian Ministries.

Simmons said the camp now has a
family atmosphere that welcomes the
chaplains, but in 1994 the area had a wilder
reputation. :

“It was just kind of a wild place where
people came and partied and took drugs,”
he said.

That was when Simmons approached the
site’s director and asked if he could hold a
worship service for the campers. The
director wouldn't let Simmons perform the
ministry solo, so Simmons became affiliated
with Land Between the Lakes Ministries, a
group of area pastors who lead worship
services and other ministries at other nearby
campgrounds.

“When we began to do the chaplaincy
program, it seemed like the Lord wanted
that to be a turning point for the camp,”
Simmons said.

Staff cracked down on some of the wilder
activities in the park, and interest in the
worship services grew among the campers.

Interest also grew among Baptists who
wanted to serve a week at the campground,
Simmons added.

“We have a different chaplain every
week,” he said. “We’ve not had any trouble
filling up the whole summer with chaplains.”

Ministries are as varied as the chaplains,

GOOD MORNING 8:30 a.m. might sound early for a Sunday worship service, but most campers at
Wrangler Campground will be on horseback by 11 a.m. Bob Morrison, director of missions for Little
Bethel Baptist Association, greets visitors at a recent service.

he said. Some recruit kids from area
churches for weekend puppet shows and
face painting. Others organize nighttime
gospel singings or give away Christian
literature and homemade ice cream.

Probably the most unusual thing
campers ever saw from the ministry,
Simmons said, was the Saturday evening
when Memorial Baptist Church in Murray
brought its handbell choir for a concert.

And, yes, Simmons has been asked to
perform weddings. “I conducted a wedding
from horseback,” he said. “The man and
woman were from Tennessee. They became
real close friends of ours.”

During the holiday weekend, Simmons,
with the support of Little Bethel Association
Director of Missions Bob Morrison,
organized a trail ride. Approximately 20

riders joined the three-hour trail ride.

More than 50 campers attended the
worship service at 8:30 a.m. on Sunday.

Horse themes are not unusual for the
sermons, he added. “Horses are mentioned
in the Bible a lot, so you don’t have any
trouble finding anything to preach about.”

Organizing trail rides during peak
campground holidays offers Christian trail

riders the opponumty to witness, Simmons

said.

“They want to use their horses in
ministry,” he said. “They want to use their
leisure time in ministry and witness.”

For more information about equestrian
ministries, contact Charlie Simmons at (270)
247-5668 or call the KBC Brothertiood
department at (502) 244-6489 or toll-free in-
Kentucky at (888) 254-5720.
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Examine revisions

Proposed revisions to the Baptist
Faith and Message cry out for review
and discussion rather than immediate
approval by convention messengers.
While many fix their gaze only on the
statement narrowing the call to the pas-
torate (which I personally find trou-
bling), there are several other proposed
changes that should concern all Bap-
tists. I mention just two of them.

First, the proposed in-
troductory statement does
not include “the soul’s
competency before God”
and “priesthood of the be-
liever.” These values are
central to what it means to
be a Baptist. Leaving out
this explicit language runs
smack into the warning that
Herschel Hobbs, chairman
of the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message
committee, offered: “In all likelihood
the only thing that would divide South-
ern Baptists with regard to their faith
would be for one group—to the right or
left of center or even in the center—to
attempt to force upon others a creedal
faith. So long as they hold to the com-
petency of the soul in religion they will
remain as one body in the faith.”

Even more perilous is the proposal
to remove the statement that identifies
Jesus Christ as “the criterion by which
the Bible is to be interpreted.” Scripture
itself testifies that Christ is the touch-
stone for biblical interpretation. It
records that He not only felt free to in-
terpret Scripture for those who heard
and followed Him, but that the purpose
of Scripture is to point beyond itself to
Christ (2 Timothy 3:15).

In such an important statement as the
Baptist Faith and Message, it seems pru-
dent to move deliberately and thought-
fully in revising what Baptists before us
have cherished and valued.

Baptists have long worked with the
understanding that a committee’s rec-
ommendations are subject to the revi-
sion or rejection of those who empow-
ered it. For the reasons I’ ve mentioned,

o
BAPTIST

FORUM

messengers should do much more than
merely “rubber stamp” these revisions.
Lynn Traylor

Westport

Don’t worship Bible

Regarding the proposed changes to
the Baptist Faith and Message, the first
recommended change precisely con-
notes the fundamentalist position with
respect to Christ and the Bible. By de-

letion of the current words
“the record of,” the defini-
tion of Scriptures becomes:
. “The Holy Bible was writ-
ten by men divinely in-
spired and is God’s revela-
tion of Himself to man.”
The problem: Jesus said in
John 10:30, “I and the
Father are one.” In John
14:9, Jesus said, “Anyone
who has seen Me has seen the Father.”
In John 1:18, the writer said Jesus has
made God known.

Nothing could be made plainer by
both Jesus and John that the revelation
of God is Jesus and certainly not the
Holy Bible, no matter how divinely in-
spired. The extant statement “All Scrip-
ture is a testimony to Christ” is inaccu-
rate. Only a fraction of the Bible has to
do with Christ. Its vast preponderance
has to do with everything from history
to God’s dealing with people to super-
natural happenings, some of them harsh
beyond comprehension.

The extant statement that Jesus “is
Himself the focus of divine revelation”
is totally inaccurate. The focus of divine
revelation is mankind. Why else would
there be a Bible? Perhaps the strangest
statement is about God’s perfect knowl-
edge of the “future decisions of His free

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Greater Louisville Crusade approaches

The Greater Louisville Tony Evans
Crusade June 19-21 at Freedom Hall

" has the potential for being one of the

most significant Christian events in the
history of Louisville.
I believe the timing to be

Church as well as the KBC’s coopera-
tive ministries consultant, has been the
visionary, inspirational leader for the
crusade.

I think it also is significant that the
Christian life and witness

God-inspired as numerous
recent events in the Louis-
ville community have spo-
ken to the need of people for
reconciliation with God and
with each other. This theme
of reconciliation to God
through Jesus Christ was se-
lected for the crusade well
before any of these events
occurred. I also believe this

Bill Mackey

classes offered for crusade
counselors are using Billy
Graham Evangelistic Asso-
ciation materials. The goal is
to have 1,000 counselors
trained. I recently participat-
ed in the classes at Hunsing-
er Lane Baptist Church. An-
other special Christian life
and witness class will be of-
fered June 10 at Southeast

crusade is significant be-
cause of the involvement of so many
Christian groups. More than 140
churches are committed to sponsor the
crusade and many others will attend.
This may be the first time for all major
groups to participate in a greater Louis-
villeeffort. -

In addition, the crusade is significant
due to its origin in the African-Ameri-
can community. Dr. Lincoln Bingham,
pastor of St. Paul Missionary Baptist
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Christian Church for anyone
who is interested but missed earlier
training opportunities.

The crusade also is special due to the
outstanding worship leaders. Tony
Evans has a gift from God to make the
gospel come alive through beautiful
word pictures and stories from the
Bible. Kirk Franklin, an incredible pop-
ular Christian musician, will provide
pre-worship music on Monday, share
his testimony during the service and

creatures,” who actually cannot be free
since God already knows (has ordained)
what they will do. Reasonable people
are offended (or maybe just amused) by
such oxymoronic statements.

Having equated the Bible with God, -

leaders of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and its seminaries are therefore
worshipers of the Bible. This has always
been obvious, but now is set in concrete
by the leaders themselves. The Baptist
Faith and Message actually is the gos-
pel according to Calvin, and it should
be junked.
James L. Clark
Lexington

Leadership questioned

How profoundly disappointing it
was to read the response of Morris
Chapman, president of the Southern
Baptist Convention Executive Commit-
tee, to criticism of Southern Baptist
Convention leaders by Keith Parks, dis-
tinguished former president of what is
now the International Mission Board.
While accusing Dr. Parks of having a
reputation of being unpleasant in his
dealing with people with whom he dis-
agrees, Mr. Chapman proceeds to be
extremely unpleasant in his criticism of
Dr. Parks.

In his written statement Mr. Chap-
man uses terms such as unpleasant, in-
temperate, disgruntlement, bitterness,
spoiled spirit, jaded judgment and
warped integrity to describe Dr. Parks
and his views. Mr. Chapman’s feeble
attempt to shoot the messenger simply
brings into question his worthiness to
hold such a high position in the South-
emn Baptist Convention.

L.C. Patterson
Corbin

perform a mini-concert after the service.
His music will have great appeal to
youth.

The music group, Truth, will provide
music each night along with a mass
choir and orchestra led by Doug Craw-
ley of Walnut Street Baptist Church and
Kevin James of St. Stephen Baptist
Church.

Tony Evans also will lead two spe-
cial seminars on leadership for recon-
ciliation June 20-21, 10 a.m. to noon, at

- Executive West Hotel. This will be a

time for Christian leaders to discover
how God wants the Christian commu-
nity to continue to make a difference in
Louisville.

My wife, Kay, and I are praying dai-
ly for this crusade and plan to attend all
services to pray, worship, invite friends
and serve as counselors. I hope that all
Kentucky Baptists in the greater Louis-
ville area will experience the worship,
celebration, fellowship, urban vision
and transformation by Jesus Christ this
crusade offers.

For more information, contact the
crusade office at (502) 635-1004 or visit
the Web site at www.tecrusade.org.
Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

:
Evaluate debt,
income to begin

budget process

By Jeremy White

Most people who seek finan-
cial counseling have little idea

how much
they spend
. each month
or where it
goes. They
only know
there is
“more month
than money.”
Before
you set your
budget, you need to determine
where you are financially by writ-
ing down who you owe, how
much you spend every month
and where you are spending your
money. How can you stop the
bleeding if you don’t know
where the bleeding is? Key steps
include:

¥ List all your debts and total
them. Although this is a simple
step, many have never summa-
rized what they owe. The list and
total may be discouraging, but
use them as motivation to action.

‘B Brainstorm with your spouse
to include all debts. Watch out for
hidden debts. A common error in
budgeting is to overlook non-
monthly debts such as family
loans, medical bills or bank notes.

0 Write down every expense
for 30 days. Both the husband
and wife should list cash expen-
ditures, checks and credit card
charges. If you spend $1.50 at the
vending machine at work, write
it down. If you go out to eat and
charge the meal, write it down.

0 Organize each expense into
meaningful categories. Don’t
simply repeat your checkbook
register. To analyze your spend-
ing, it is helpful to know how
much you spent on each catego-
ry, such as groceries, insurance or
entertainment.

Your method of recording is
not important, justdo it. You may
use a spiral notebook or a person-
al finance software program.

0 Total each category at the
end of a month and review the
totals. It is important for both the
husband and wife to be involved
in arelaxed atmosphere. Pray that
God will help you discern your
current situation. Remember that
accusing each other will not solve
problems.

Tracking your expenses may
expose some unpleasant trends.
That’s OK. Becoming aware of
these trends can lead to planning
your spending—Ilimiting some
categories and saving for others.
At that moment, you have begun
budgeting.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant in Paducah. He presents
financial seminars and workshops at
churches and conferences.




Husband, wife should respect
differences, seek compromise

Q: My wife rarely shares anything with me about her work.
She says she’s too tired to go over everything again at the
end of the day. Our marriage is good. | just wish | could
know more about her life at work. Any suggestions?

Some people want, even need, to share information about
the details of daily life to feel they really know each other and-

are sharing their lives. For these people,
knowing their spouses includes knowing
what they do when they go to work, how -
they feel about it, what kind of things
make for a bad or good day, etc. It
sounds like this might be the way you

are. When your wife doesn’t share, you
might feel shut out of a significant part of
her life.

Other people simply don’t feel the
need to share what they consider trivialities; they also don't
want to have to “rehash” everything, particularly if their day
has been stressful. For these people, having spouses who
want to talk about work might feel like an added stressor
when they need to get away and recharge themselves for
another day. It's possible that this is what your wife is feeling.

You might want to talk to your wife to see if this is what is
going on between the two of you. Remember that this
difference in style is just that—a difference. It doesn’t have to
be a problem as long as you respect each other and are
willing to work within those differences toward a solution.

Talk openly with your wife about what it means to you
when she doesn'’t talk to you about her work, and what it
would mean for you if she did. Also if you can let her know
that you understand and respect your differences it might
help her to do the same. Compromise might also help. For
instance, if 10 minutes of work talk would be sufficient for
you to feel a part of her day, let her know that. She might not
mind talking for a brief period of time if she knew it wouldn’t
turn into an evening of “shop talk.”

Since you said your marriage is good, be careful not to
make this into more than it is. Sometimes spouses just have
differences that need to be respected, and making it into an
issue can do more harm than good.—Susan Howell

FAMILY

FORUM

Q: When my grandfather watches television, he gets very
upset by terms used to describe older adults. Can you help
me understand why he would become so emotional over
these names?

In a seciety that generally does not respect older people or
find value in the aging process, some people are very
sensitive to ways older people are referred to in the media.

For example, geezer, hag, oldster, elderly gentleman, old-
timer, old man or woman are terms many older people
consider negative. Other labels the media use in reference to
aging include golden ager, grandma, grandfather, aged,
elderly, geriatric, mature, retired or senior.

- Using euphemisms when speaking of socially sensitive
aspects of life is common in today’s culture. We tend to use a
number of negative references for all sorts of descriptions.
The term old may be factually correct, but most such terms
have too many negative implications to be respectful.
Churches and other religious organizations can help people
understand the use of terms that often demonstrate a lack of
respect for individuals. '

With the growing number of baby boomers who will reach
old age in the next 10 to 20 years, the issue might become
even more critical. How will the church and its leadership
respond to this concern? Hopefully we will demonstrate a
sense of appreciation for older adults and advocacy for the
respect of all people.—Jon Rainbow

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to.
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell,
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat-
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for
Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253
or e-mail us at wesrec@nir.net.

Want to impact the

Twenty-plus years ago, during my school days, the
two major educational milestones in life were gradua-
tion from high school and college. While that remains
true today, numerous other graduation ceremonies have
been added to the list in recent years—everything from
preschool and kindergarten graduation to middle
school and junior high celebrations. ;

One thing each of the ceremonies has in
common is a focus on the future. Whether
moving up to “big school,” heading off to
college or joining the workforce, graduation
is a significant time of transition for students
and their families. That fact was driven home
for our family last week as both our daugh-
ters celebrated class of 2000 commencement
services.

Audrey, our 10-year-old, graduated from
elementary school. As she stepped through a
colorful balloon archway to receive her di- |

ploma, it signaled the rapid approach of her TrennisHenderson

middle school career. No more recess. No
more security of one caring teacher looking out for
her each day. It’s on to hallway lockers and class
changes and other trappings of growing up.

Emily, our 13-year-old, completed her middle
school years last week. As we gathered with hundreds
of other parents in a crowded, sweltering high school
gym, it was hard to imagine that Emily and her class-
mates officially will be high school students in a few
short months. It seems like hardly any time has passed
since her first day of kindergarten. In no time at all,
she’ll be thinking about college and moving into the
really big transitions of life.

Audrey and Emily are among thousands of students
experiencing similar transitions in communities and
cities throughout the state and nation. While there are
even more significant milestones to come, each grad-
uation ceremony is a reminder of the importance of
planning and preparing for the future.

Each year, as anxious graduates gather for com-
mencement, they are challenged to be true to them-

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

future? Start now

selves, dream big dreams and become Tesponsible
members of society. Those are worthy goals that
Emily, Audrey and their peers hopefully will take to
heart in the years to come.

In the meantime, parents have a tremendous respon-
sibility to provide an environment that will help our
children succeed. What shape will our soci-
ety be in when they step into their roles as
leaders of the 21st century? What about our
churches?

Based on our culture’s general moral de-
cline in recent years, the future looks pretty
bleak. But just as students are encouraged to
dream big and make a difference in life, par-
ents and other leaders also must be willing to
take risks and strive to leave a positive, pro-
ductive legacy.

How? Proverbs 22:6 counsels parents to
“train up a child in the way he should go,”
noting that “even when he is old he will not -
depart from it.” While the practical result of

that verse has been interpreted in a number of ways,
the instruction to parents is simple and straightforward:
“Train up a child in the way he should go.”

That is the starting point to secure a fruitful future
for our children. Training up a child is not merely a
matter of rules and lectures; it primarily involves per-
sonal example.

Are we willing to be consistent Christian examples
in our work settings, in church business meetings, in
the privacy of our homes—and even as we gather next
week to conduct Southern Baptist business?

Parents and other adults must be careful to demand
no more of the next generation than we are willing to
do ourselves. As students step boldly into the future,
supportive adults must be available to offer words of
encouragement, wise counsel and worthy examples.

The key to impacting society begins one person,

~ one home, one church at a time. Setting that example
for our children in every area of life is our God-given
responsibility—and privilege.

Dynamic ministry to children essential

teach about the love of God.
Don’t forget to pray. In Colossians

By David Garrard

Jesus said, “Let the children come to
Me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these” (Matthew 19:14).

“If a person does not accept Jesus
Christ as Savior before
the age of 14, the likeli-
hood of their ever doing
so is slim.” So reports
George Barna, summariz-
ing a series of nationwide
surveys his research orga-
nization conducted in
1999. The results under-
score the importance and
impact of ministry to chil-
dren.

Ministry to children takes various
forms. Some churches are able to pro-
vide a full-time staff member to work
with boys and girls. Others rely on part-
time help or parents. Either way, it will
continue to be vital for churches to con-
sider and meet the needs of children as
the new millennium unfolds.

Children need to belong. They need
to be loved. They need good models—
someone to show them, as well as tell
them, what it means to be a follower of
Jesus. Regardless of size or resources,
churches can provide all of these things.

FOR THE NEW
MILLENNIUM

Work hard to provide a solid Sun-
day school experience for boys and
girls. Enlist your best, most energetic
people to help. Look to parents for lead-
ership. Partner with your association or
state convention to provide training.
Budget money for curriculum and
teaching resources. Allocate good space
for children’s classes.
Keep that space clean and
fresh-looking.

Work to make wor-
ship child-friendly. Sing
songs that children know
and enjoy. Include chil-
dren’s sermons and other
special features for chil-
dren as a regular part of
worship. Remember to
acknowledge children at significant
times, such as when they start school.
Invite older children to read Scripture,
pray, hand out bulletins or help take up
the offering. Churches that do these
things send a strong message that chil-
dren belong and are an important part
of the faith family.

Plan activities and special events for
children and their families. Make
church a fun place to be. Go places, do
things, make memories—good memo-
ries of good times together—at church.
Activities and special events build rela-
tionships and provide opportunities to

4:12, Paul describes how Epaphras
prayed for believers: “He is always
wrestling in prayer for you, that you
may stand firm in the will of God.”
Churches should pray for their children
in the same way—Ilifting them up to
God, asking God to help them grow to
know, love and serve Him.

In smaller churches, ministry to chil-
dren may fall on the shoulders of the
pastor. As such, pastors should work
hard to connect with children. Build re-
lationships with them outside the pul-
pit. Try to be aware of their world (toys,
movies, music, books, games, etc.).
Take advantage of every opportunity to
become friends with children.

From a practical standpoint, a dy-
namic ministry to children can fuel
church growth. Many people clioose a
church based on how well it provides
for children. That may be why Wayne
Oates always encouraged churches to
consider the needs of the youngest first,
whether the issue was buildings, bud-
gets, programs or leadership.

Daniel Aleshire says children learn
the Christian story best when they are
taken seriously, told simply and treated
kindly. Churches who do these things
well will influence and impact their chil-
dren for God in the new millennium.
David Garrard is minister to children at
St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville
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SAVANNAH, Ga. (ABP)—The
Southern Baptist Historical Society, in-
dependent of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention since 1995, authorized a com-
mittee May 26 to study whether the 62-
year-old organization should remove
“Southern Baptist” from its name.

The society for church historians
formerly was an auxiliary to the SBC
Historical Commission, dissolved in a
major denominational restructuring.

Formed in 1938, the society predates
the now-defunct commission by 13
years. It was the SBC’s official history
agency until the Historical Commission
was chartered in 1951. After the com-
mission folded, responsibility for re-
cording denominational history was
transferred to a council of seminary
presidents.

The Historical Society, however,
opted to continue as an organization in-
dependent of the SBC. It has since hired
a staff and sought to broaden support in
local churches, associations and state

SAVANNAH, Ga. (ABP)—Indi-
vidual spiritual experience is “at the
very heart of what it means to be a Bap-
tist,” said Thomas Graves, president of
Baptist Theological Seminary at Rich-
mond, lamenting that the issue “has
been neglected and even worse ma-
ligned.”

Speaking to the Southern Baptist
Historical Society meeting at the 200-
year-old First Baptist Church in Savan-
nah, Ga., Graves reflected on Baptist
identity in the last century by exploring
demographic changes and identifying
three doctrinal issues he considers part
of a “clear transformation in the public
perception” of Baptists.

“There was a time when the South
was viewed as the cultural backwater
of the nation,” Graves said, adding that
the “poverty of the South in the first half
of the 20th century had a profound im-
pact on the perception of Southern Bap-
tists.” The region’s status, however,

BAPTISTS

SBC Historical Society to study name change

conventions, as well as other Baptist
organizations and institutions, like sem-
inaries and divinity schools.

In light of those and other changes,
society member Alan Lefever made the
motion at the group’s annual meeting
May 25-27 in Savannah, Ga., calling for
a five-member committee to consider
if the organization should continue to
be called the “Southern Baptist” Histor-
ical Society.

Citing recent controversial stances
of the denomination, Lefever, director
of the Texas Baptist Historical Collec-
tion at the Baptist General Convention
of Texas, wondered if retaining the
name “is in our best interest in the larg-
er constituency we serve.”

That constituency, he said, “certain-
ly includes the Southern Baptist Con-
vention but is broader than that as well.”

Society president Merrill Hawkins,
assistant professor of religion at Carson-
Newman College in Jefferson City,
Tenn., said changing the name has been

Graves: Spiritual experience ‘higgest loser’ in SBC shift

changed dramatically in the second half
of the century, he noted.

Three key issues reflect major
changes in how Southern Baptists are
now perceived, said Graves, describing
the first as a shift from emphasizing the
historic Baptist position on religious
freedom. “Regardless of its social back-
ground, the call for religious liberty was
a key to the public perception of Bap-
tists,” he said.

Southern Baptists’ change of per-
spective on this issue has been “rapid
and thorough,” Graves said. He said the
Southern Baptist Convention has
moved from being “leading advocates
of the disestablishment of religion to
being the foremost exponents of cultur-
al religion.”

Graves said Southern Baptists also
made a “radical transformation” from

long-held positions on the priesthood of

the believer and soul competency. Once
holding that “individuals have been

| BAPTIST DIGEST

W Ramseysvisit Familyet. Jonn

discussed often in informal seftings.

Some want to keep the old name
because the term “Southern Baptist”
implies a constituency larger than the
national body, including also state con-
ventions, associations and local church-
es, he said. Others disavow the conser-
vative shift in SBC leadership and claim
the convention’s current leaders no
longer support the society’s mission.

In an address to the society, Hawk-
ins neither endorsed nor opposed a
name change but said whatever the out-
come, the organization should embrace
the broad constituency of Baptists.

He called for “avoiding entangle-
ments with the current SBC leadership
without excluding Southern Baptist
leadership,” while also opening up con-
versations with groups like the Baptist
World Alliance and American Baptist
Churches in the U.S.A.

Hawkins said he would like the so-
ciety to become “the heritage-promot-
ing agency of Baptists in the South.”

empowered by God to decide freely on
the issues of faith,” he said, the SBC
shifted to an emphasis on “authoritari-
an leadership” during the late 20th cen-

The third shift was a move from
“anti-creedalism to creedalism,” Graves
said. As a result of these three moves
“the perception of Baptists in the 20th
century was dramatically altered.”

Graves said the “one key issue large-
ly neglected in the midst of our current
denominational confusion” is the role
of individual religious experience,
which he described as perhaps “the big-
gest loser” in recent Baptist battles.

“The importance of subjective spir-
itual encounter rightly belongs in the
forefront of any discussion of Baptist
life,” said Graves. “One hopes that fu-
ture doctrinal debates among Baptists
would not neglect, and surely not de-
grade, the centrality of spiritual experi-
ence.”

‘Super Dude & the CP Squad’ gives missions education superhero twist

churches and with their friends.

NASHVILLE (BP)—The Southern Baptist
Convention’s newest teenage superhero will
make his debut at the SBC annual meeting
June 13-14 in Orlando, Fla. He’s Super
Dude—"“defender of the faith, defeater of
evil and dressed in dapper duds.”

“Super Dude and the CP Squad” is a
new resource to teach boys and girls about
missions and evangelism, said David
Hankins, vice president for the Cooperative
Program with the SBC Executive
Committee.

The Super Dude and the CP Squad
materials include activity books, a comic
book-style witnessing tract, skit books,
Super Dude toys and a four-week Bible
study guide featuring the Super Dude
characters.

“Our state conventions have been asking
for some new, creative ways to
communicate the CP missions message to
children,” said John Kyle, director of
Cooperative Program development. “We
feel Super Dude provides a fun, imaginative
way for three groups to learn about CP

missions simultaneously—youth, adults
and children.
“Adults learn as they help prepare the

Super Dude Bible studies,” Kyle said. “The

youth prepare as they perform the
Super Dude skits and the children
learn through watching the skits
and working through their activity
books.

“Kids love heroes and
Super Dude is a missions
hero who will make learning
about missions and
missionaries fun,” Kyle
added. Youngsters who
complete the activity books and
Bible studies will have the (
opportunity to become members of
Super Dude’s CP squad.

Super Dude is among a number
of projects initiated in connection with
this year’s “Partners in the Harvest”
celebration of the Cooperative Program’s
75th anniversary.

The Super Dude story line is that David

Hicks, an ordinary Southern Baptist
teenager, wins a Bible drill competition. His
prize is a Bible that hasn’t been opened in
700 years. When he opens the Bible and
begins to read, he receives a visit from
an angel named Fred who gives David
. the opportunity to become a Christian
superhero.
David joins forces with Andy
the Faithful Sidekick, Katie,
Tater the computer guy
and Fred. Together,
they are Super Dude
- and the CP Squad. Their
© mission is to show kids
how they can take the
gospel of Christ to the world.
“Super Dude takes a
proactive approach to
missions education,” Kyle said.
“Most heroes wait until
something bad happens and then move
into action. Super Dude and the CP Squad
take the initiative and encourage our
children to be on mission at their schools,

“As our kids become missionaries
where they are, they can also better
understand and support national and
international missions with their prayers
and their gifts to their church,” Kyle added.

“One of the best things about Super
Dude is that he really is one of them,” said
Daniel Brown, CP production manager and
illustrator of the project. “He is a young
person interested in missions and is
involved in spreading the good news of
God’s love through CP Missions. It shows
them they can be a hero to someone as
they pray for and support missions.”

Super Dude and the CP Squad was
created by Todd Starnes, assistant editor of
Baptist Press. The characters were adapted
from a collection of plays written by Starnes
called “The Great Adventures of Super
Dude.”

Super Dude and the CP Squad will be
featured at the Cooperative Program exhibit
during next week’s SBC annual meeting in
Orlando.
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Parish nurses: Health ministries can be wide rangmg

CPR TRAINING Monica Hutchinson (center), a parish nurse at Beacon Hill Baptist Church
in Somerset, teaches child CPR. Hea/th educatmn Is one of seven specific roles a parish.

nurse can fulfill,

ELIZABETHTOWN—The work
of parish nurses isn’t directed solely
to the ill or old, according to Susan
Byers.

“Parish nursing and health minis-
tries begin the day someone is born
and ends when they.die,” said Byers,
a parish nurse at Severns Valley Bap-
tist Church in Elizabethtown.

Health care ministries can take
many forms, nurses said. Some check
blood pressure between Sunday
school and worship. Others offer baby
care classes for new mothers or teach
CPR.

Training, which can vary from an
intensive weekend program to week-
ly night classes for two months, cov-
ers the history of parish nursing, the-
ology of nursing, history and func-
tions of a parish nurse.

Some people mistakenly assume a
parish nurse will provide insulin shots
or offer continuing care for a serious-
ly ill person, Byers said.

“We don’t administer medications
and we don’t compete with existing
health care or resources that exist in the
community,” she said.

What they will do is serve as a re-
ferral agent or liaison, matching needs
with community resources.

“With our nursing knowledge and
skills, combined with our spiritual side,
we help people find resources that they

need in our community and in our

church,’” she said
In addition to being that liaison, the

Parlsh nursing growmg, Kentucky advocates say

Continued from page 1

called into their career,” she said. Many, '

however, have never been given per-
mission in their secular jobs to focus on
the spiritual side of clients’ needs, she
added. '

“With parish nursing, your church
people not only allow that, but expect it
and look forward to that time when you
can pray together and build that rap-
port,” she said. “A lot of nurses will say,
“This is what I’ve been looking for.””

Koster said she felt that way when
she became involved. She worked for
17 years at Western Baptist Hospital
before she said she felt God leading her
in another direction.

About the same time that she took
parish nursing training, Lourdes Hospi-
tal and Western Baptist in Paducah
Jjoined forces to start a community out-
reach effort.

The two institutions hired Koster
as a consultant to train parish nurses.
“They saw my interest and I had already
been to the symposium,” she said. “This
is sort of how the Lord prepares the way
before you.”

Thus far, Koster has trained 34 nurs-
es representing 21 churches of various
denominations in West Kentucky.

The concept of parish nursing is
based on achieving total wellness of the
person, said Susan Byers, a parish nurse
at Severns Valley Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown. “You focus on the
health of body, mind and spirit.”

“Because the health needs of our
aging population are so great, most of
our work is done with the elderly, but it
is by no means limited to that,” she said.

Several nurses said potential chang-
es in America’s health care and insur-

PARISH NURSE Sheila Koster talks with
Roscoe Alexander at Lone Oak First Baptist
Church in Paducah. (Photo by Keith Todd)

ance industries could make the work of
parish nurses more crucial in the com-
Ing years.

America’s fluid society, with people
often moving from their traditional base
of family support, also highlights the
need for this service, Kiser said.

“And also it’s going to be good not
only for the person but for the health
care industry too,” she said.

People are more likely to get the care
they need if they have someone they
trust to turn to, she said. That will pre-
vent delays that are potentially more
dangerous for the patient and require
more costly care, she said.

“It’s comforting to them to know
that their church family is looking after
them,” she said.

“This used to be the way it was in
the early church,” she added. “Now it’s
time for us to come back to where we’re

supposed to be.”

Parish nursing also is a good out-
reach tool into the community, Kiser
added. People outside the church see
pansh nursing as “Christ’s hands in ac-
tion.”

“When a person sees a warm, lov-
ing church where the people are taking
care of their own and reaching out to
people in need, they want to be a part of
that,” she said.

By best estimates, there are 6,000
parish nurses throughout the United
States. The idea is traced to Chicago in
the 1980s when Granger Westberg re-
ceived a grant for six churches to con-
duct health clinics that combined the
work of a doctor, pastor and nurse to
address clients’ body, mind and spirit.

Westberg “saw that the person who
understood it and held it together was
the nurse,” Kiser said. “His quote was,
“The nurse had one foot in the humani-
ties and one foot in the sciences and was
the glue that held the concept togeth-
erie

But his idea hasn’t always been ac-
cepted among medical professionals.

In fact, parish nurse Pat Camp said
she had trouble in 1986 finding profes-
sors willing to work with her on her
doctorate because she wanted to study
the link between faith and health.

“There was a period of 15 years or
so when there was nothing in nursing
literature related to spiritual issues,” said
Camp, whose husband, Tom, is pastor
of First Baptist Church of Barlow.

“I think people were just uncomfort-
able with that concept,” she said. “Peo-
ple have to feel comfortable with their
own spirituality before they can discuss
it with someone else.”

International Parish Nurse Resource
Center has outlined six other roles that
parish nurses can fulfill. They are:

I Integrate faith and health.
Helping people understand the relation-
ship between faith and health.

I Educate people about health.
Offering classes, articles or other infor-
mation to educate people about relation-
ships between lifestyle, faith and health.

1 Offer personal health counsel-
ing. Discussing health issues and prob-
lems with individuals; making visits to
homes, hospitals and nursing homes.

1 Facilitate volunteers. Recruiting
and coordinating volunteers within a
congregation to serve in a variety of
ways. This might be organizing trans-
portation for elderly adults or coordinat-
ing help so a homebound person can
stay out of an assisted living setting as
long as is feasible.

I Develop and coordinate sup-
port groups. Byers said LifeWay
Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention has a variety of Bi-
ble studies for support groups ranging
from overcoming depression or grief to
losing weight and stopping smoking.

“It can be an evangelistic tool as
well,” she added.

i Serve as a health advocate. “We
are advocates for patients in trying to
get though the maze in the healthcare
system today. It is quite mindboggling,”
she said. “Sometimes they don’t feel
that they have a voice and so parish
nurses try to go in and be that voice.”

Interested?

More information
about parish nursing is
available from the
following nurses:

B Diane Kiser in
Somerset, (606) 678-
3245.

1 Pat Camp in
Barlow (270) 334-3356.

1 Sheila Koster in
Paducah, (270) 210-
8280.

0 Susan Byers in
Elizabethtown, (270)
765-7822.
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“] figured more | By Chris Turner

people ought to be SBC International Mission Board
telling people of | 1A CEIBA, Honduras—Ken Cum-
other countries | mins recently leaned against a stack of
s | gray cinder blocks to talk to a group of
about Jesus. Southern Baptist volunteers from Mis-
Missionary Ken sissippi. He intentionally wore his Uni-
Cummins | versity of Kentucky Wildcats shirt.

Honduras might be a long way from
Kentucky, but Kentucky is never far
from Cummins’ heart. Who he is as a
Christian was shaped by growing up in
the Bluegrass State. It’s where he be-
came a Christian, where he graduated
from seminary, where he first was a
pastor and from where he followed
God’s leading to be a Southern Bapnst
missionary.

Cummins said he was
20 years old and serving as
a counselor at Jonathan
Creek Baptist Assembly
during a Royal Ambassa-
dors’ camp when he real-
ized the need for mission-
aries.

“That was the first time
I'd heard that 95 percent of

'Kentucky native feels at home servmg in Honduras

(Photo by Michael Keza)

NEW CHURCH Missionary Ken Cummins leads a prayer for residents outside new church in Baranco Chele, Honduras.
He credits growing up as a Kentucky Baptist with contributing to his call to missions. “We love what we are doing,” he said.

inary in Texas, Cummins
returned to Kentucky and
completed his degree at

the seminary graduates
minister to 5 percent of the world’s pop-
ulation,” he recalled. “I just didn’t think
that was right. I figured more people
ought to be telling people of other coun-
tries about Jesus.”

Cummins, a broadcast communica-
tions major from Murray State Univer-
sity, said he believed God wanted him
to take Spanish classes while in college,
so he took several. After beginning sem-

A closer look: Honduras

Population: Nearly 6 million.

Size: 43,278 square miles, a little
bigger than
Kentucky.

Capital:
Tegucigalpa.

Climate:
Subtropical in
lowlands,
temperate in
mountains.

Terrain: Mostly
mountains in the
interior; narrow
coastal plains.

Natural resources:
Timber, gold,
silver, copper, lead, zinc, iron ore, antimony, coal, fish.

Life expectancy: 64 years.

Languages: Spanish, Amerindian dialects.

Religions: Roman Catholic 97%, Protestant minority.

Literacy rate: 72.7%

Population below poverty line: 50%

Overview: Prior to Hurricane Mitch in the fall of 1998,
Honduras had been pursuing a moderate economic reform
program.and had posted strong annual growth numbers.
The storm has dramatically changed economic forecasts
for Honduras, one of the poorest countries in Central
America and the hardest hit by Mitch. Honduras sustained
approximately $3 billion in damages. Hardest hit was the
all-important agricultural sector, which is responsible for
the majority of exports. As a result, the trade deficit is likely
to balloon in 1999 to $445 million. However, sngnmcant aid
has helped to stabilize the country.

Source: The 1999 World Factbook
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Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Louisville.

His first pastorate was at Sulphur
Springs Baptist Church in Mexico, Ky.,
then at Elk Lick Baptist Church in
Lewisburg. He left the pastorate to man-
age a Christian radio station, but a tele-
phone call placed a priority on missions.

“Jeweldyne Johnson, a friend of ours
and member of the church, called one
day and said that there was a spot open

for another preacher to go to Honduras
with them on a volunteer missions trip,”
Cummins said. “She said she needed to
know within 15 minutes if I could go. I
didn’t have a passport or the money. She
said if God wanted me on that trip that
would all take care of itself. It did and I
went.”

Cummins said God also was mov-
ing in the life of his wife, Tammy. She
called him in Honduras and said, “I
should have gone with you.” After oth-
er volunteer mission trips to Honduras,
the Cumminses committed their lives to

career missionary service. The Cum-
minses were willing to go anywhere, but
the perfect job description opened up for
them in Honduras. They have lived in
La Ceiba eight years.

“We love what we are doing,” Cum-
mins said. “We love the people hereand
we love sharing the gospel with them.
In many ways this has become home to

For information about volunteer
missions opportunities through the
Southern Baptist International Mission
Board, call (800) 888-VOLS.

Bluegrass churches help hurricane wctlms rebulld

Continued from page 1

received, he said. Hondurans saw its
thread woven through every act of kind-
ness Baptists did while asking nothing
in return. Food and medical care pro-
vided in Jesus’ name was the salve that

thousands of people needed. People -

showed their gratitude by listening to
the message of Christ. Many people
believed. To date, 78 new Baptist
churches have been started, filled with
thousands of new believers.

“Hurricane Mitch created an aware-
ness for the things of God that was not
present before,” Cummins said. “We
were seeing some growth, but Mitch
created an urgency in people’s lives.
Now, nearly two years later, people are
still very receptive to the gospel.”

One reason the receptivity continues
is because of the continued expressions
of love showered on the people by vol-
unteers from the United States. The
growing number of believers in the
community of Nuevo Masicales is an
example.

Masicales was a community of more
than 100 families living on the banks of
the Aguén River. Rising waters swept

. nearly every home downstream toward
the Caribbean Ocean.

The people of Masicales were iden-
tified as some of the most needy, ac-
cording to one of the local churches with
which Cummins worked. Initially, food
was directed their way, but that was just
abeginning. The community wanted to
relocate together, and God provided an
answer through Kentucky Baptists.

Kentucky churches have been in-
volved in Cummins’ ministry since he
arrived in Honduras, but never to the

NUEVO MASICALES Ken umins ree a vi/ag resii etand eeral 01 ren in Nuevo
Masicales, Honduras, an entire town relocated with help from some Kentucky Baptist
churches. New homes can be seen in the background. (Photo by Michael Keza)

extent they became involved after
Mitch. Ballardsville Baptist Church
gave more than $50,000 for relief
projects, out of which nearly 40 acres
of land was purchased to relocate Ma-
sicales, now Nuevo Masicales. Some of
the money also provided housing ma-
terials, and the church sent teams of
construction volunteers. In all, the
church is responsible for 54 new homes.

But several churches across Ken-
tucky including Woodburn Baptist
Church and Elk Lick Baptist Church in
Lewisburg—both former pastorates of
Cummins—and Sevemns Valley Baptist
Church in Elizabethtown and Buckner
Baptist Church also have helped restore
residents’ lives.

“The volunteer response has been
vital,” Cummins said. “Volunteers have
been a testimony to the people of what

the love of Christ is. They’ ve done more
than just build houses. They’ve come
and built relationships with these peo-
ple and have had a direct impact on
many of these people coming to know
Christ personally.”

The Cumminses’ role in Hurricane
Mitch relief officially ends in June
2001. Cummins said he’s not sure what
God’s next assignment for his family is.
But he said he is sure God has prepared
them for it.

“I look back at what’s happened
with Mitch, and although I’d never been
through anything like that before, I can
see at different places in my life where
God was preparing me through differ-
ent circumstances to handle what was
thrown at us,” he said. “I know He will
use what we learned for the next thing
He has for us to do.”



Tammy Cummins: ‘God is sovereign and He can he trusted’ |

By Chris Turner
SBC International Mlssmn Board

LA CEIBA Honduras—Radio re-
ports were not encouraging. The best
guess was that the category five hurri-
cane was cutting a path across the south-
ern Caribbean Sea heading directly for
Honduras.

“We had no idea what we’d find
when we got home,” Mrs. Cummins
said. “We were so thankful because we
had only a little water damage, but noth-
ing major.”

Although La Ceiba was spared a di-
rect hit, the countryside around La Cei-
ba was flooded. Thousands of families
were destitute; their homes

Meteorologists predict-
ed the eye would run
aground at the coastal city
of La Ceiba. Kentucky na-
tives Tammy and Ken
Cummins had some quick
decisions to make.

“We were awake all
night,” Mrs. Cummins re-
called. “Finally at 4 a.m.

" Honduras'

Kenfli,c/(g
Connection

washed down river toward
the ocean. Mrs. Cummins
realized her role as a mis-
sionary was rapidly expand-
ing.

“The phone didn’t stop
ringing,” she said. “People
were calling asking for help.
Others were calling to find
out how they could help. It

we turned on the lights and
woke up the kids. We were gone by

SIX 2

The family, serving as Southern
Baptist missionaries with the Interna-
tional Mission Board, sought refuge far-
ther inland. Little refuge was to be
found. Hurricane Mitch dumped 12
inches of rain every six hours during
those early November days in 1998,
causing catastrophic flooding that
washed out hundreds of bridges and cre-
ated a country of islands. The only way
the family could return home was by

plane three days after the storm passed.

sometimes went on all
night. We knew there were people who
needed help immediately and just try-
ing to get it all coordinated was very
stressful.”

The Cumminses proved to be an ef- -

fective team. Many times, Mrs. Cum-
mins helped coordinate the often-chal-
lenging process of receiving relief ship-
ments and making sure they were de-
livered to a storage site where they’d be
available for immediate distribution.
As an endless stream of Southern
Baptist volunteers poured into the coun-
try, Mrs. Cummins coordinated much

kirk Frank

This is a FREE event 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. each night. Parking $3.
For more information call 502-635-1004 or check out the website at: www.tecrusade.org

of their in-country logistics.

And with her husband gone from
home so often directing relief distribu-
tion—sometimes for days—Mrs. Cum-
mins also played both the mother and
father role to their three children, Zack
(17), Hannah (14) and Andrew (12).

“When it would get stressful, I kept
telling myself we are helping people and
that God put us here for a reason,” she

“said. “T may not realize what God has

done and is doing, but I trust that good
will come out of it because that’s what
He promised.”

Her attitude of obedience developed
long before tropical ocean winds
swirled into one of the most devastat-
ing natural disasters ever to hit Central
America. Her desire to serve God be-
gan as a teenager in Morganfield.

“Iremember I always loved God and
wanted to know more about Him,” she
said. “When I was 16, friends asked me
to go to a Bible study. I had great Bible
teaching and saw the witness of so many
people. I accepted Christ when I was
170

Mrs. Cummins said that through
God’s providence she felt led to take
Spanish classes in high school and at
Murray State University.

“I don’t really recall when I felt led
toward missions,” she said. “It wasn’ta
real dramatic event. I just had an aware-

ness that people needed the Lord and
not enough people are going out to tell
them.”

It is that simple focus on loving God
and meeting people’s greatest need that
has helped Mrs. Cummins through the
trials of the past two years.

“The message that keeps coming up
in my women’s Bible study and devo-
tional is that God is sovereign and He
can be trusted,” she said. “We’ve had a
tough couple of years, but His sover-
eignty keeps coming through. I don’t
like going through hard times, but hard
times wear away a lot of junk in your
life and you come out wiser. It helps you
focus on what’s important.”

MORGANFIELD NATIVE
Tammy Cummins-{left),
works with her daughter,
Hannah, on a Bible study
project. Mrs. Cummins has
spent the past two years
coordinating relief after
Hurricane Mitch. “When it
would get stressful, | kept
telling myself we are
helping people and that
God put us here for a
reason.” (Photo by Michael
Keza)
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Oneida Baptist Institute
is a fully accredited
Christian boarding
school for grades 6-12.

0BI was founded in
1899 by James
Anderson Burns. We
have been ministering
to young people for
100 years.

At Oneida, we teach
respett for authority,
honesty, high moral
~ standards and
responsible behavior.

This is the sixth year
for Kentucky Baptist
churches to observe
the Barkley Moore
Father’s Day Offering
for Oneida Baptist
Institute. The offering is
named in memory of
our longtime president,
Dr. Barkley Moore, who
died in 1994,

Approximately 9
percent of Oneida’s
funding comes from the
Kentucky Baptist

~ Convention.

35 percent comes from
student fees.

The remaining 56

percent comes from
churches and
individuals who choose
to invest in the lives of
young people. These
gifts are the financial
backbone of our
ministry.

Every school deals with
the mind of man, but
few, like Oneida,
minister to the soul

as well.

Day after day, our
students hear the
gospel message. Each-
year, many boys and
girls make positive
decisions of eternal
significance.

Oncida Bapfist Insfifufe

Meet some of the class of 2000
Amanda: She experienced Oneida’s uniqueness

Amanda was born-in Oneida and
spent most of her childhood as an
Oneida Baptist Institute “faculty kid.”
She noted proudly, “I am the first
one to go from K-12. ... | was here for
preschool, t00.”

Growing up in a small community
“hasn’t been that weird, (but) | prob-
ably want to live somewhere closer
than half an hour from the nearest
fast food restaurant,” Amanda said
with a smile.

She said her family was “always
on the go,” visiting relatives in
northern Kentucky and Ohio. “I don’t
think I'm any less prepared to go out
in the ‘real’ world,” she explained.

Looking back, Amanda observes
that Oneida is a unique place to grow
up. “Almost everything about Oneida
is just different, she said. Two prima-
ry differences, Amanda explained,

are having international students as
classmates and having friends who -

live in a dormitory.

Amanda said what she will miss

the most about high school is her
friends.

The valedictorian of her class,
Amanda noted, “As far as. my ability
to work and understand things, | feel
I've been prepared here.” She admit-
ted having many late nights of study
and feeling pressure to keep up with
her advanced placement courses.

Amanda has been voted OBI’s
Most Qutstanding and Most Studi-
ous girl of the class nearly every year
since the sixth grade. She was also

among the top 600-700 Kentucky
juniors selected for Governor’s
Scholar Camp last summer. Amanda
was first runner up in the Yearbook
Queen pageant last fall.

She has also won numerous ath-
letic awards including state ribbons,
all-conference team selections and
letters. She has excelled in swim-
ming, cross-country and track.

Cross-country and track coach
Michelle Mau said, “It is a blessing

to work with such an incredibly hard-
working athlete and individual. She
is highly motivated and goes above
and beyond in her pursuit of excel-
lence.” -

Amanda is planning to attend Au-
burn University in Alabama and be-
come a veterinarian. She said she
has known her entire life that she
would work with animals.

“The second word | said in my life
was ‘pig,’ Amanda said with a grin.

Henry: He excelled in agriculture

Henry came to Oneida from Bards-
town as a middle school student in Oc-
tober 1993. He said he was not getting
along at home, his grades were low
and he needed a change.

His adjustment to Oneida took
some time, but he said that eventually
“everything started working out.”

He made friends, stayed out of trou-
ble and improved his grades. He even
made the honor roll. He gives credit to

his teachers for his academic turn-
around. “All my teachers from middle
school on up ... always taught well. I've
always learned,” he said. “They love
teaching and care about the students
here.”

In middle school, Henry worked on
and then supervised a cleaning crew.
He joined the farm crew as a freshman.
He enjoyed learning about swine man-
agement, and he also liked being out-

FARM FAN Henry, a devoted worker on Oneida’s farm, plans to study
agricultural mechanization in college and pursue a career with a farm

side and working with his hands.

“It made me want to stay here at
school. It was something new,” he
said.

Through high school, Henry tapped
into every resource available to him in
OBI's extensive agriculture program.
He became a dependable asset to OBI's
farm management personnel, a top
scholar in agriculture classes and
president of the FFA.

He learned to use many types of
equipment, and he gained numerous
vocational skills. “I got a broad range
(of experience). | pretty much did ev-
erything (on the farm) at least once,”
he -noted. Farm manager Ken Martin
said one of Henry’s most valuable traits
is dependability. “I put him in jobs
where | needed someone | could trust

“and count on...,” said Martin.

Henry was recognized each year
with many awards for both work and
academics. He also was named Most
Outstanding Sophomore Boy.

After graduation, Henry plans to at-
tend Elizabethtown Community Col-
lege for two years. He then wants to
complete a degree in agricultural
mechanization and business from the
University of Kentucky. He would like
to work for a large farm machinery
company.

James: He
loved sports

James and his younger sister,
Chrisie, came to OBI from Louis-
ville. James said he did not like
the school he was attending and
needed a new start.

He had been having problems
at home and at school since the
fourth grade. He came to OBI the
summer before he entered the
seventh grade.

“| wanted to come here, and
when | got here | really liked it so |
stayed,” he said. He noted that
0Bl offered a safe school environ-
ment, and he liked the variety of
sports. He enjoyed living in the
dorm with his friends and learn-
ing responsibility required of
dorm residents.
~ “You learn how to take care of
yourself: personal hygiene, wash-
ing your clothes, being on time—
the basics,” James said.

Gary and Suzy Garrett, OBI
deans, have known James since
he was a little boy. “We’ve seen
him grow a lot ... physically as well
as emotionally,” Mrs. Garrett said.

“He lives for sports, and he’s
definitely found a niche here. He's
excelled at sporis—at home he
might have been overlooked.” -

James participated in cross
country, golf, basketball, diving
and track. Over the years, he re-
ceived letters as well as awards
such as Most Consistent, Most
Valuable and Most Improved. He
also made all-conference teams
in cross country, basketball and
track.

James grew up aitending
church every Sunday and became
a Christian at age 9. He remem-
bers his Easter baptism. “That
was the first time | saw my dad go
to church—for my baptism,” he
said. A short time later, his father
died.

James attended Baptist Stu-
dent Union at Oneida. “You can
have fun while you're worship-
ping,” he said.

He plans to attend Morehead
State University and may pursue
a high school coaching career.

FITTING IN James found his
n Oneida’s sports




@ Our average
enrollment is 425.

¢ We have
approximately 150 full-
time faculty and staff.

@ Our classrooms have
an average 1:12
teacher/student ratio.

# Oneida has a 200-
acre farm and a full
agriculture program.

@ Our student body
consists of young
people from the local
community, across the
state of Kentucky, the
United States and
around the world.

@ We accept students
throughout the year.

# 0B provides
Christian education at
an affordable rate.

@ Some are struggling
with academic
setbacks.

4 Others have been
hurt by family conflicts
and situgtions.

# Many need a change
in peer group.

4 Others are seeking a
distinctly Christian
education.

# Often parents and
grandparents are
looking for a loving and
structured environment
for their teens.

¢ Young people enjoy
the independence
boarding school gives
in preparation for
college.
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Rachel, a native of St. Charles,
Mo., was having trouble at home and
not going to school. “I failed pretty
much,” she said.

She enrolled at OBI in October
1996 as a freshman. By her second
semester, Rachel had made many
friends and joined several activities
She enjoyed the sense of indepen-
dence and felt more responsible.

“If you just do what you're sup-
posed to do—which is what you're
going to have to do in the real world
anyway—they’re very lenient about
a lot of things,” Rachel said, com-
menting on her life in the dormitory.

Rachel noted that while her rela-
tionship with her mother has always
been good, “We’ve grown closer now
that I've been here. ... I've grown, ma-
tured.”

The disciplined lifestyle she
learned at Oneida helped Rachel
again realize her potential of main-
taining an A average.

It also helped that she liked her
teachers. “They’re all nice, and I'm
friends with a lot of them,” she said.

_Rachel earned Outstanding Scholar

awards in several classes. She plans
to study history at Berea College.

Rachel grew up in a Christian home
and became a Christian at age 9.

“I've gotten closer to God (at
Oneida), she said. “I looked at my-
self and found for myself what |
needed. The main thing was God, so
that was the first thing | worked on.”

She said finding a new group of
friends and attending daily chapel
were both positive influences on her

spiritual life. “Chapel is one of the
best things. ... When you go to chap-
el every day, something’s going to
hit you one of these days,” she ex-
plained.

BSU was another important factor.
She enjoyed singing and “being with
people who have the same beliefs as
you do.” She became a small group
leader her senior year.

Rachel stayed busy at Oneida with
activities and jobs. She worked in the
kitchen and craft house and in the dor-
mitory as a hall monitor and late night

-study hall monitor. She also participat-

ed in band, choir, student council, Beta
Club and tennis. She was a manager of
the boys’ varsity basketball team her
senior year. She earned the Director’s
Award in band and the Coach’s Award
in tennis her sophomore year. Band di-
rector Tim Cochran said, “Rachel was
reliable and definitely willing to work. |
could always count on her to play
whatever part | asked her to play. She
did everything she was supposed to
do all the time.”

Her advice to a new student; “Get
involved in stuff. (Time) goes a lot
quicker and you make friends.”

Angel: She discovered she had talents

When Angel’s pastor in Logan
County told her about Oneida, she im-
mediately knew the school was the
place for her.

Angel needed a change for a variety
of reasons. She was having a difficult
time getting along with her parents,
and many of the neighborhood kids
were bad influences. She enrolled at
OBI as a freshman.

Though she saw immediate im-
provement in her grades, Angel still
struggled in other areas. During her
first two years, Angel was “really emo-
tional” and “shy,” she recalled.

She said other girls and OBI staff
provided support during tough times.
Involvement in co-curricular activities
helped her gain confidence in social
settings as well as discover her talents.
Angel traveled with the choir, attended
Baptist Student Union and became a
small group leader. She also regularly
appeared in skits with Creative Minis-
tries. As a senior, she directed dramat-
ic interpretations set to Christian mu-
sic.

Angel liked her jobs in the kitchen,
dish room and dining hall. She earned
Outstanding Worker awards each year.

The summer before her junior year,
she began working on the farm. “I
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wanted to do something different and

~work outside,” she explained. Though

the first few days were hard, she said
her peers and the staff made the work
fun. She was a charter member and of-
ficer of OBI's FFA chapter. “Being here,
I've seen how many gifts and talents |
have that | didn’t even know | had be-
fore,” Angel said.

The faculty voted Angel Most Im-
proved Junior Girl. Just before her se-
nior year, Angel taught vacation Bible
school.

That experience helped her decide
she wanted a career in child care. She

signed up for OBI's Field Placement
program and worked two periods a day
in the daycare that serves staff/faculty
children. She also made daycare her
after-school job.

Daycare director Linda Crawford
said, “She’s a natural with kids. She
knows how to make them laugh. She’s
enthusiastic.”

Crawford added that Angel was will-
ing to perform any task the staff asked
her to do.

Angel plans to attend Mid-Conti-
nent Bible College, where she will study
toward a degree in childcare.

Michael: He got

hack on track

Michael entered OBl in 1997 as
a freshman. His older brother and
twin brother were already en-
rolled.

“I got kicked out of a couple of
'schools,” Michael said. “I was into
a lot of trouble. | just wasn’t going
to school.” He felt a more struc-
tured environment would help
him get his life back on track.

By the end of his first year,
Michael was on the B honor roll.
He said one-on-one attention
from his teachers was a big fac-
tor. Getting back on a schedule
also contributed to his improve-
ment. At the end of the year,
Michael earned an Outstanding
Worker award and was named
Most Improved Freshman Boy.

Michael enjoyed a second
chance to make friends and ex-
plore his co-curricular interests.
He joined the track team and
placed fourth in discus at a state
track meet. He enrolled in choir,
piano and art and received the
Freshman Artist of the Year
award.

" He made up enough credits his
second year to start the 1999-
2000 school year as a senior.

Initially, Harold Underwood,
0BI's dean of boys, did not believe
0BI was the place for Michael be-
cause Michael had lived on his
own. He thought he would have
difficulty following rules, but
Michael insisted that his educa-
tion was very important to him.
Underwood said. “Michael has far
exceeded my expectations. ... His
life before Oneida, and his life now
are just two different worlds.”

Michael was determined to
turn his life around. “| just need-
ed to straighten my life up be-
cause | was going totally the
wrong direction.”

His second year at OBI, Micha-
el became a Christian. “I had nev-
er set foot in a church before |
came here,” he said. He enjoyed
Baptist Student Union. “That
helped me a lot ... always having
someone to talk to.”

Michael wants to study com-
puter graphics in college.




Stacie: She has to be on stage

Stacie came to Oneida in March
1996 from Hopkinsville. She was an
eighth grader, and her parents had
joined the OBI staff as deans.

Despite her fears about moving to a
new place, Stacie said the many oppor-
tunities at Oneida gave her a sense of
excitement.

“| heard there was a really good
drama department here, and I'd always
been interested in performing on
stage.”

Stacie and her younger brother
Preston had been home schooled for
nearly three years before coming to
Oneida.

“| always wanted to know what it
would be like to be in high school. |
think that was God’s plan all along, be-

cause He knew we’d be here,” Stacie
noted.

Her first few weeks at OBl were diffi-
cult. “I was very scared, because |
didn’t know anybody. ... I've never
been on my own like that,” she recalled.

When she entered high school the
next fall, she began to make friends
and life at Oneida became much easi-
er, she said. “It just took time to get
used to it. ... It's not hard to make
friends here, because there’s so many
different kinds of people,” she ex-
plained.

Raised in a Christian home, Stacie
enjoyed chapel and found it to be a
source of spiritual growth. “I thought
chapel was a good way for students to
get to know God,” she said.

She became a dedicated member of
ministry groups on campus such as
Baptist Student Union and the commu-
nity outreach group, Salt and Light.
She also performed in many chapet
skits with Creative Ministries.

In addition to yearbook staff, news-
paper staff, student council and Beta
Club, Stacie acted-in seven school
plays during high school. She was the
Most Outstanding and Most Studious
Sophomore Girl, Pianist of the Year,
and Best Actress. Drama director Deb-
bie Winters said, “Stacie has been one
of the most talented students | have
had in our drama program. She is a
beautiful young lady inside and out.”

Stacie plans to study theater at Be-
rea College.

Lolita: She hecame her own person

As a sixth grader, Lolita wanted to
attend OBI to be near her older brother
Yohance.

“| thought it was like camp every
day,” said Lolita, who came to Oneida
from Hopkinsville. When her brother
graduated in 1995, Lolita decided, “I
wanted to see if | could make it without
my brother.”

One of seven children, Lolita spent
five years in Germany, where her par-
ents were stationed with the Army. Lol-
ita’s father was a pastor in Germany,
serving a church located off the Army
base. After he retired from the military,
he became a pastor in Tompkinsville.

At Oneida, Lolita, who became a
Christian early in life, had to focus on
making correct choices while living
among some non-Christian girls in the
dormitory.

“That was the b|g thing | had to
learn: You have to be your own per-
son.”

Living in the dorm, she added, “has

been a big learning experience. ... T've
had to face my weaknesses (in order
to) show (others) I'm growing.”
Lolita was a hall monitor in the
dorm for several years. She was also a
leader in co-curricular activities begin-
ning with academic team, cheerlead-
ing, track and soccer in middle school.
Throughout high school, she was in
Beta Club, cheerleading and yearbook.
By her senior year, she was year-
book editor and cheerleading captain.
Lolita was also in soccer, track, cross
country, softball and volleyball. Lolita
said her many activities gave her a
sense of accomplishment and helped
her not to get homesick.
Cheerleading coach Nancy Martin
commented, “Lolita was the backbone
of our team. | always told her she'd be
a great mother someday, because she
can give constructive criticism in a
firm but loving way.”
Lolita will attend a community col-
lege this fall. Her possible career goals

include Christian counseling or a mili-
tary career. She also has expressed in-
terest in following her mother’s foot-
steps and becoming a pastor’s wife.

BUILDING CHARACTER 0B/ helped
L_olita make the ﬂght choices.

Kristopher: A top scholar from Brazil

Kristopher is the youngest of four
children, and his siblings all graduated
from OBI. All were born and raised in
Brazil, though their mother is original-
ly from Kentucky. She was a mission-
ary in Brazil when she met her hus-
band, a surgeon. All their children
wanted to attend an American high
school, and OBI was a natural choice
for them. Their maternal grandparents
are former OBI staff members who now
live in Louisville.

Kris started as a freshman at OBI in
1997 and was promoted to sopho-
more status halfway through the year.

As the youngest of the family, Kris
knew it would be hard for his parents
to see him leave home, but he said they
agreed it would be good for him to fin-
ish his secondary education here and
ease the transition into a U.S. college.

When he arrived at Oneida, he
shared a dorm room with his older
brother Jeff and that made the adjust-
ment to Oneida easier, he said. He also
said friends, teachers and administra-
tors helped him make the transition.

“Even though it was far away from
home, | felt kind of at home,” he said

Kris is hard-working and active. He
worked as the supervisor of a dorm
crew, earning a Most Outstanding
Worker award. He also participated in
soccer, track, wrestling, student coun-
cil and Beta Club. During his senior
year, he attended Kentucky Youth As-
sembly with Beta Club members from
across Kentucky. He debated a bill,
which he had co-authored, before the
mock congress.

His bill passed the House and Sen-
ate and was approved by the KYA gov-
ernor. Kris was one of only 10 students
to receive an Outstanding Speaker
award at this event.

An A student, Kris earned Outstand-
ing Scholar awards each year. As a jun-
ior, he represented OBI at a math com-
petition and placed third in the pre-cal-
culus division. The year was topped off
when he was chosen as the Most Out-
standing and Most Studious junior
boy.

Senior English teacher Dan Stock-

ton described Kris as having “an out-
standing, mature, Christian character.
.. He is not self-centered, but rather
tries to focus on how to help his peers.
No matter what you ask him to do, he
does it humbly and with a willing
heart.”

Kris plans to attend Western Ken-
tucky University. He intends to study
psychology or electrical engineering.

Ways you can support the offering

# Make sure your church has received our box of
offering materials.

# Offer to take charge of displaying posters and
distributing brochures in your church.

4 Tell others about the Oneida ministry.

# Pray for a successful offering.

A dav at ;Iﬂneida

Morning:

At school:

~Evening:

- Students get up, clean their moms "
and must be in class on time. ’
Young people may take a variety of
classes. High school students can
vchoose a college or vocatlonal track of
~ study.

Each school day, our entire student
~ body and faculty join for a time of
worship.

As the school day ends, an afternoon
of jobs, sports and other actMtles
begins. '

i ;“Free hme"_ isa change to visi ‘wﬁh

Chapel timei

Afternoon:
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Barkley Moore He looked
for the best in students

We are honored that Kentucky Baptists support us with
this annual offering, and we are grateful for the
ongoing tribute to Barkley Moore.
He was president of OBI from
1972 until his death in 1994.

Moore graduated as valedictorian
of Oneida’s class of 1958. After
completing a bachelor’s degree
and one year of law school at the
University of Kentucky, he returned
to Oneida in 1963 as assistant to
the president.

Two years later, Moore joined the
Peace Corps and went to Iran.
During his six-year stay there, he started one primary
library and 31 smaller ones among the people of
Gonbad-eKavus. He also started a kindergarten that
grew into eight schools. When Moore returned to the
United States, he held the distinction of the longest
term of service of any Peace Corps volunteer.

As president of OBI, Moore always looked for the best
in every child. Moore once noted that when students
came to OBI, “They have failed time after time, and they
see themselves as failures.” He saw Oneida’s unique
environment as a means of changing the lives of young
people: “This is one of the key things we can do
through Christian education. We not only tell these
young people that we care, but, more importantly, we
show them that we care.”

All of us who served alongside this wonderful man
have been forever changed. We not only were taught
by his spoken word, we also saw daily in his life “the
living Bible.” As he lived his faith, Dr. Moore
demonstrated the importance of forgiveness and the
value of a second chance.—Dr. W.F. Underwood,
President, Oneida Baptist Institute.

As our ministry continues, Moore’s love lives on ...
“For Time and Eternity.”
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Elijah: He took advantage of his ‘last chance

Elijah came to Oneida after failing
the ninth grade in his hometown of
Memphis, Tenn. At OBI, he experi-
enced a remarkable academic turn-
around.

When Elijah was 13, his father
died and Elijah’s grades began to
drop. He came to Oneida on the rec-
ommendation of an uncle.

After just one quarter at Oneida,
he noticed a difference. Elijah said,
“My grades were so much better. ...
I’d never really had that.”

C’s, D’s and F’'s had been the
grades he was used to seeing. By his
first midterm report, he had made a
B average and was listed on the hon-
or roll: At the end of the year, he re-
ceived top scholar awards in three
classes.

Elijah spent every spare moment
working on homework. Though he
felt it took him longer than others, he
spent the time necessary for him to
earn the best grades he could. He
said, “I like going slow with things
because | can get better grades. Why
turn something in (after) 15 minutes
and get a C, when you can spend an
hour and get an A?”

Elijah’s desire to stay at OBl and
succeed motivated him. He also real-
ized, “This is some people’s last
chance. If you fail out of here, not
many schools are going to want you
back home.” He recognized it was
somewhat easier at Oneida to focus.
“You don’t have as much here as you
do back home, like TV, movies and
going out,” he said.

Elijah said he chose to stay at

Melissa: She discovered hope

Melissa started OBl during her
freshman year. She was born in Cali-
fornia, but her family recently had
moved to Lexington.

Melissa said she had been using
illegal drugs and had not been at-
tending school regularly. She
learned about Oneida when the OBI
choir visited her church. “| felt God
saying to me, ‘You need to go
there.”

Her mother had the same experi-
ence. “Less than a month later, | was
here,” Melissa said. “I was so ner-
vous, but | was kind of looking for-
ward to it.”

OBI proved beneficial to Melissa
in many ways. She formed a close re-
lationship with her teachers.

“You can tell they care,” she said.
0BI's sheltered environment helped
her to get out of her old lifestyle and
not return to it, even when she visit-
ed home during breaks.

“Here, there’s not so many pres-
sures. It's easier,” she explained.

Melissa also was able to gain her
footing on spiritual ground. “I need-
ed to get my morals straight; what |
am going to do, and what | am not
going to do,” she said. Daily chapel
and Sunday church services helped

Onelda because of h|s academlc
success and simply because he liked
it. He liked meeting nice people and
enjoyed his activities, which includ-
ed soccer, tennis and golf. He was
also a manager for the girls’ basket-
ball team.

Elijah received Good Worker
awards for jobs like dorm hall moni-
tor, supervisor of a cleaning crew
and dorm office cleaner.

A Baptist Student Union small
group leader for two years, Elijah
said living in a dorm with both Chris-
tians and non-Christians was benefi-
cial to his walk with God.

“There are a lot of people up here

her in this area. “It's good for your
soul” she said. ... “It makes you
check yourself.”

At Oneida, Melissa explored many
campus jobs and activities. She
helped with makeup for a play and
painted sets in stagecraft class. She
was in art class for three years and
earned an Artist of the Year award.

During her junior year, she en-

that have a good Chﬁstlan mfluence
on me. Some don’t, but that’s when |
have to show my Christian influence
to them,” he explained.

Campus minister Michael Spen-
cer pointed out Elijah’s faithfulness
in leading dorm devotions. “Elijah

“came to OB as a strong Christian and

has remained a strong Christian. He
has grown in his ministry to others. -
.. Elijah is an interesting mix of con-
fident and humble at the same time.”

Elijah has considered a variety of
long-term goals, including teacher
or.youth minister. He plans to work
in Memphis this summer and attend
a small college in the fall.

tered a black and white photograph
of a landscape scene titled “Perfec-
tion” in the regional art show. Her
entry won first place and advanced
to state competition, where it won a
blue ribbon.

“I've never won anything in my
life, and it was something that came
out of me. ... | did it,” she said.

Melissa’s art teacher Cheryl Wal-
ton said, “Anything Melissa does,
she will succeed. She has a drive.
She’s reliable (and) always interest-
ed to learn.”

Melissa’s after-school jobs in-
cluded kitchen, landscaping crew,
swim team and campus grill. She
worked on the farm her senior year
because she likes animals and being
outside. Yet her office skills proved
most valuable to the farm, and she
spent much time indoors working as
an office manager.

Melissa is glad she came to OBI.
“| just thank God every day that I'm
here,” she said. “Before, | had no fu-
ture. Now, | feel like | have hope.”

Melissa will attend Lexington
Community College and then trans-
fer to Cumberland College. She is
considering a career as either a vet-
erinarian or an art teacher.
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Group seeks to get clergy sexual misconduct out of closet

By Laurie Lattimore
Baptists Today

NASHVILLE (ABP)—A group of
Baptist educators is seeking to move
sexual misconduct by clergy out of the
gossip mills and into the open so
churches and seminaries can deal with
it more honestly.

Initiating the dialogue last fall in
Nashville, nine church leaders dis-
cussed proper responses to the all-too-
€Ommon occurrence.

Organized by the Christian Educa-
tors Network, the initial session was
led by Marie Fortune, director of the
Center for the Prevention of Sexual
and Domestic Violence in Seattle and
Bill Sapp of Comnerstone Counseling
Center in Louisville.

.Cherie Smith, associate pastor of
Christian education at Kirkwood Bap-
tist Church in St. Louis, said the idea
for the session grew from the resigna-
tion of a seminary professor because
of sexual misconduct. The situation
was unsettling to several members of
the group who regarded the professor
as a mentor and a friend.

“We heard rumors, but no one was
talking about it, and we kept hearing
ourselves saying, ‘Why aren’t we talk-
ing about it?””” Smith said. “We were
not vigilantes, we just wanted to talk.”

Because of their profession, min-
isters face both higher expectations of
their conduct and more severe conse-
quences when they fall. But the com-
mon response of keeping wrong be-
havior a secret only exacerbates the
problem and postpones, if not pre-
vents, healing, experts say.

“It is very hush-hush, yet every-
body knows and is wondering if any-
one is going to say anything,” said
Frank Granger, minister of education
at First Baptist Church of Athens, Ga.
“We fool ourselves into thinking si-
lence protects the victim. Ultimately
it hurts them.”

Whether or not the minister ini-
tiates the intimate relationship, Sapp
said, the minister is always at fault.
Speaking from the pulpit or being in a
counseling relationship puts the min-
ister in an environment of power. That
power is abused, Sapp said, when it is
used to meet the emotional needs of
either party.

“People come to ministers for help
by virtue of their office, so there is au-
tomatically a power imbalance, so it is
always their responsibility,” Sapp said.

Sapp said ministers sometime feel
flattered to think a parishioner finds
them attractive, but he insists the affair
has nothing to do with physical attrac-

tion. Church members come to the pas-
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tor for ministry, not for sex. “Itell them
not to get too puffed up on themselves,
because that had nothing to do with it,”
he said. “It was their position, not their
handsomeness or whatever.”

Because of that unbalanced environ-
ment, pastors should follow certain pre-
cautions, Sapp says. Likewise, church-
es should recognize when they have a
potentially dangerous situation and have
prevention and intervention policies in
place.

David Matthews, pastor of Christ
Community Church in Orlando, Fla.,
resigned First Baptist Church of Green-
ville, S.C., 14 years ago after the church
discovered he was having an affair with
a member. The four-year relationship
started with both people seeking needs
that were not being met in their own
marriages. Matthews said at the time
that he didn’t think he could be vulner-
able sexually, but he was in complete
denial about how he could be vulnera-
ble emotionally.

“It was basically a failure to be hon-
est with myself about needs,” Matthews
said, adding that the pressure among
ministers to keep up a wholesome im-
age often prevents them from admitting
problems in marriage or in other areas.
One step toward prevention, he says, is
for clergy to have a mentor outside the
church who can keep them accountable.
“Every minister needs to have one or
two people to whom they cannot lie and
can talk about the deepest issues of their
lives.”

The fact that sexual misconduct by
ministers is an issue of power and not
just morality is part of the reason it is so
damaging to churches. Smith says she
thought opening up the topic of miscon-
duct for discussion in Baptist circles
would reveal a lot of men in midlife cri-
ses who become attracted to young,
energetic women working in the church.

v Church in Jacksonville, Fla., May 3

The Flonda-Tlmes Union reported June 1 that
. ;the FBI is investigating claims by Newell, pastor of
 the Southern Baptist congregatron for 10 years,
 that checks he sent overseas totaling about
- $184, 000 in the church’s name were mtended fo’ ,

~_missio nanes

Questions arose after Newell former pastor of
: .'St Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville, '
. ,;_jconfessedvto Deermeadows church Ieaders that

,"'mslgn as paetor of Deermeadows Bap'ust

Instead, she discovered a syndrome that
involves predators and victims.

“I didn’t want to learn that, because
it changed how we could handle it,”
Smith said. She assumed writing a cur-
riculum for seminaries and educating
pastors and church members would be
enough to remedy the problem. What
she discovered is that the solution would
have to be much more involved. “I re-
alized we can’t just be educators, but
we have to be shepherds watching out
for our flock to spot the wolves.”

Sapp said helping churches develop
policies on clergy sexual misconduct in
advance would go a long way in help-
ing damaged congregations to heal af-
ter the fact. “First it’s important to in-
form everybody so they have the cor-
rect information to process it and deal
with it,” Sapp said. “But churches must
also seek to do justice by survivors. It is
easy for survivors to feel re-victimized.”

Having a process in place for inves-
tigating an allegation, approaching the
minister, terminating a minister and

_helping the victims and perpetrators get

counseling helps ensure a healthy re-
building in the church and provides jus-
tice and retribution to the survivors.
“Forgiveness comes at the far end of the
process and on the survivors’ timeta-
ble,” Sapp said. “Healing takes a long
ume 2

Granger noted that just getting rid of
the perpetrator is not enough. Since so
many are affected—the victim, spous-
es and families of both people, the
church, etc.—there are many areas in
which healing must take place. And
while forgiveness is an eventual goal,
Granger said there should be policies in
place that state the church believes cer-
tain behavior is wrong and will result in
consequences. “It’s not that forgiveness
and restitution are not possible, but there
are consequences.”

IS P »
o srnce early Aprrl but has centmued to draw his

",$1 53,000-a-year salary.

Experts said
churches need a
process in place
for:

M Investigating an
allegation.

B Aproaching the
minister.

M Terminating a
minister.

M Helping the
victims and
perpetrators get
counseling.

~ Newell offered to resrgn the 2,100-member
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 purportedly for evangelism in Eastern Europe
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clarmmg heis drsabled because he suffers from

Newell, a former Southern Baptlst mrssronary
- who served as president of the seminary in

_ Prague in the mid-1980s, when it was located in

~ Ruschlikon, Switzerland, said he and another

- donor made the series of contnbutlons through '

WESTERN RECORDER M JUNE 6, 2000




NATION

but l»can:stlll quote mos

has guoted over the years, -
future belongs to the Lord, and | mtendi‘to*keep
on preaching until the end.” ,

The middle Tennessee crusade marks
Graham'’s third crusade appearance in Nashville.
The evangelist said that while the city has
changed somewhat, his message is the same.

“I'mr going to deliver the same message | gave
the last two times [ was here,” Graham said. “God

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

will host an mternatlonal conference |n
Amsterdam for evangelists from all over the
world, July 29-Aug. 6. The conference will include
more than 10,000 invited evangelists and church
leaders from 190 countries and territories.
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Here’s a D.Min.
in Expository Preaching
that fits your ministry schedule!

The School of Theology at The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary now offers a Doctor of
Ministry degree in Expository Preaching that is...

Focused: Four foundational
seminars relate specifically

to preaching, theology, Old
Testament, and New Testament.

Practical: Each student has
. : eight of their sermons video-
James Merritt  taped and then critiqued by a

group of church members.

Jerry Vines

Convenient: Each seminar meets for one week. Only four-
and-one-half weeks of on-campus time are expected during
the three-year degree program.

Relevant: n addition to
Southern’s outstanding full-time
faculty, seminars are taught by
experienced pastors such as
James Merritt, Jerry Vines, and
John Piper.

Affordable: The cost is
reasonable, and a convenient
payment plan is also available.

Danny Akin

Join us in this challenging program. Applications are now
being accepted for the January 2001 class.

sl The Southern Baptist
wel Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road * Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 728-7044  Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu
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Group defends evangelism amid pluralism

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

CHICAGO (RNS)—Dozens of
evangelical leaders, including South-
ern Baptists, have voiced their support
for a new statement declaring the right
to evangelize in a pluralistic society.

“The Chicago Declaration on Re-
ligious Freedom,” issued June 2,
states: “Misguided or false notions of
pluralism must not be allowed to jeop-
ardize anyone’s constitutional right to
evangelize or promote one’s faith.”

The 21 signers and 63 initial en-
dorsers of the two-page statement de-
scribed evangelism as a “basic liber-
ty:£

“Yet confusion has arisen over the
efforts of some Christian believers,
ministries and denominations to make
Christ known to members of other
faith communities,” they wrote.
“Some contend that these efforts un-
dermine a peaceful, pluralistic society
and may lead to intolerance, bigotry
and even violence.”

Several signers said the statement
was sparked in part by a letter written
last November by an interfaith group
of Chicago religious leaders who
asked the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion to modify plans for an evangelis-

tic campaign in their city this summer.
Those leaders stated concerns that
Southern Baptists might seek Muslims
and Jews as their “primary targets”
and the campaign “‘could contribute to
a climate conducive to hate crimes.”

That language was “the straw that
broke the camel’s back,” said Rich-
ard Land, president of the Southern
Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission.

The statement, though initiated by
agencies of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, became a broader declaration
by an interdenominational and inter-
racial group of evangelical leaders
from across the country, Land said.

Evangelical leaders met during the
last several months at a Chicago air-
port hotel to tweak the wording of the
document.

Although the declaration focuses
on the right to evangelize, it also
makes some clear statements about the
supporters’ beliefs about appropriate
ways to evangelize.

“As followers of Jesus, we pledge
to respect the value, dignity and hu-
man rights of all with whom we
speak,” the statement reads. “We re-
ject the use of coercive techniques,
dishenest appeals or any form of de-
ception in our evangelistic outreach.

We acknowledge with shame that
some Christian churches have failed
to exercise proper respect for the rights
and dignity of others.”

Paul Rutgers, executive director of
the Council of Religious Leaders of
Metropolitan Chicago, said his orga-
nization never intended to suggest
Southern Baptists and others should
not evangelize. “The council’s con-
cern was really quite limited to the is-
sue of targeting of specific religious
groups in evangelistic campaigns.”

In fact, now that the Baptists have
assured them no targeting is planned
during their July 8 “SearchLight”
event and other evangelistic efforts
this summer, the Baptists’ plans are
no longer a major agenda item of the
council.

“The gates of the city are open and
we expect this campaign to happen
with grace and peace,” Rutgers said.

In general, Rutgers said he person-
ally could affirm the statement. He
added that he wished it had specifi-
cally addressed discrimination against
Jews in its list of shameful activities.
“If Christians are going to confess
their own faults, historic faults togeth-
er with exploitation of the poor and
slavery, I think anti-Semitism ... is one
that ought to be included.”

VENTURA Caln‘ (RNS)—A recent survey has ounda
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SAMFORD UNIVERSITY’S BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL AND WYCLIFFE HALL, OXFORD

Present

Cor ottt e

EVANGELICAL THEOLOGY and
CHRISTIAN SPIRITUALITY

A three-day international symposium co-chaired by Timothy George and Alister McGrath
OCTOBER 2 -4, 2000
Divinity Hall, Beeson Divinity School,

TIMOTHY ALISTER MARVA

JAMES
GEORGE McGRATH DAWN HOUSTON MILLER

CALVIN ROBERT'

Birmingham, Alabama

DALLAS
SMITH WILLARD

WORKSHOP SPEAKERS include:

Mark Talbot

Gerald Bray
Robbie Castleman

James Earl Massey

Randy Todd ~ Ralph Wood

Cost for the conference is $95, including dinner Oct. 2, and lunch and banquet dinner Oct. 3. Registration is required.

A limited number of hotel rooms are available. For more information, call 800-888-8266 or visit our
Web site at http://beeson.samford.edu

BEESON DIVINITY SCHOOL of SAMFORD UNIVERSITY
Birmingham, Alabama 35229
(205) 726-2991
Beeson is affiliated with the National Association of Evangelicals and is accredited by The Association of Theological Schools in the United States and Canada.

Samford University is an Equal Opportunity Institution and welcomes applications for employmentand educational programs from all individuals regardless of
race, color, sex, disability, age, or national or ethnic origin.
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Interested?

Organizers say it’s not
too late to participate in
an activity at one of the

six Kentucky cities
hosting Jesus Day
2000 events.

For more information,
visit the organization’s
Web site,
www.jesusday.org, or
call the contacts below:

i Campbellsville,
Carol Freeman
(270) 465-8042.

B Elizabethtown,
Pam Thorson
(270) 765-7171.

B Greenville,
Roscoe Linton
(270) 338-3397.

B Lawrenceburg,
Tammy Dial
(502) 839-3622.

¥ Louisville,
John Jones
(502) 451-8803.

# Owensboro,
Carol Adkins
(270) 281-9399.

Jesus Day 2000 goals transcend one day of ministry

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—In Rich-
mond, Va., they’ll be grilling hot dogs,
visiting nursing homes and “blessing”
folks with free car washes. In Hayward,
Calif., they’ll be passing out
vouchers for clothing and
giving away Bibles.

From Pittsburgh to Den-
ver, there are plans for ma-
jor collections and distribu-
tions of food to hungry and
homeless people.

Across the country and
the world, churches are gear-
ing up to take part in Jesus
Day 2000 on June 10. The
day is an extension of previ-
ous observances of the
March for Jesus, in which mostly evan-
gelical Christians have marched, prayed
and sung in city streets.

But this year, organizers decided to
take their efforts a giant step forward.

More than singing, the day is a fo-
Cus on service.

“It’s a call to the church, first of all,
to become more like Jesus,” said Tom
Pelton, organizer of Jesus Day 2000.
“It’s a call for us to do what Jesus did
and to approach people the way Jesus
approached people with humility and
with servanthood and with care and
with compassion.”

The March for Jesus has traditional-
ly been particularly popular with char-
ismatic Christians, but Jesus Day’s fo-
cus on the needy has prompted a broad-
er involvement of Christians. Organiz-

Pe/to

AL

ers nationwide say the event will be
interracial and interdenominational,
including Pentecostals, other evangeli-
cals, mainline Protestants and Catholics.

Jim Wallis, organizer of Call to Re-
newal, an alliance of religious organi-
zations working to overcome poverty
and racism, said he and Pel-
ton’s umbrella groups are
pooling their resources on
that day—and he hopes far
beyondit.

Wallis said he hopes the
cooperation on June 10 will
lead to greater achievements
concerning public policy to
reduce the number of the na-
tion’s poor.

“The fact that we’ve got
almost now every group in-
volved, we’re getting closer
to that day when the churches are going
to speak with a unified voice on this
question,” he said.

Pelton said Jesus Day events are
planned in about 500 U.S. cities and
more than 100 other countries.

He hopes it will bring together Chris-
tians who have focused primarily on
either social action or evangelism rath-
er than both.

“I think the bottom line is that we all
need each other and that we can help
one another really communicate the
whole gospel,” he said.

George Barna, president of the Bar-
na Research Group, said the plans for
the day fit into a pattern of expressions
of concern by church groups about the
poor and disadvantaged. But while most
Americans consider poverty to be a

Memorial Day is always an
emotional day for me because it is
aday of remembrance and honor of
those who were killed in wartime. I
feel a sense of indebtedness to those
who gave their lives that I might
sleep each night under the blanket
of freedom their lives purchased for
me.
Memorial Day 2000 took on
special meaning for me
because it was during the
Memorial Day weekend
our older son, Justin,
graduated from high
school. All of you parents
and grandparents know
the emotions that are
manifested on the occa-
sion of a graduation of a
family member. One of
the pre-graduation tradi-
tions at my son’s school
is a father-son breakfast
followed by an awards
ceremony. The first group of
awards was scholarships, all of
which had been established in
memory of a student or a faculty
member who had died. One or more
members of the family of the de-
ceased student or faculty member
in whose memory it had been es-
tablished presented each scholar-
ship to the recipient. What a mov-
ing experience it was. What a trib-
ute it was to the life of the deceased,
to the recipient and to the education-
al institution. Each scholarship re-

Memorials and scholarships

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

¥

Barry Alle

cipient was chosen because the re-
cipient in some ways emulated cer-
tain desirable characteristics of the
deceased student or faculty mem-
ber. It was a most meaningful ex-
perience. It reminded me of how
gifts made in tribute of someone
special can live on and enrich the
lives of countless others.

Let me encourage you to consid-
er such a tribute in honor
or memory of someone
special in your life. Schol-
arships for students to at-
tend our Baptist educa-
tional institutions are a
wonderful way to bring
honor to someone special
and to provide meaningful
financial assistance to stu-
dents interested in being
educated in the context of
a Christian institution.
Currently the Foundation
awards scholarships to stu-
dents who attend Campbellsville,
Cumberland, Georgetown, Clear
Creek, Mid-Continent, Boyce and
Southern Seminary. All of these
scholarships are provided by endow-
ment funds established in memory of
aloved one. Call Laurie Valentine or
me toll-free for information on how
you can honor someone you love
with a memorial gift.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701
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major issue, only one in five adults sur-
veyed gave time or money to help the
poor in the previous 12 months. '

“I think the real question will be:
‘Beyond a one-day event, will Chris-
tians actually take the ball and run with
it for a prolonged period of time?"”
Barna said.

Pelton said the recent focus by some
evangelicals on racial reconciliation and
prayer for their cities has helped propel
Jesus Day 2000 participants to do more
work outside their church walls.
“There’s just a whole new climate.”

MaryRose Ramos, organizer for the
events in Hayward, Calif., said the uni-
ty that began with groups marching and
singing together in the streets once a
year has served as a foundation for them
to work together now in other ways.

" “It’s kind of along with that “What
Would Jesus Do?’ kind of thing,” she
said. “When He was here, He didn’t sit
only in the temple. He was out among
the people. There’s a need to do that.
Our churches have abundance and we
need to share that.” -

Local organizers also said the infu-
sion of a service-oriented aspect of the
day has boosted church involvement in
Jesus Day.

“I think people really have been
touched with the vision of having a joint
day of service and celebration,” said

3

Jeanine Guidry, Jesus Day 2000 orga-
nizer for Richmond, Va. “A lot of times
in the Christian world we see either/or.
... The vision behind Jesus Day is that
they’re both part of the same picture.”

Phil Eberhart, an Episcopal priest
and the citywide director for Jesus Day
2000 in Denver, said there are more
mainline Protestants and a wider array
of denominations involved this year
than in the past March for Jesus events.

“The needs are so great in our cul-
ture that I think everyone can rally
around that and work together,” he said.

Ramos said churches in the San
Francisco Bay area are “adopting”
blocks for the day—from a trailer park
to areas known for gang activity to a
block where middle-class, working peo-
plelive.

“Feeding the hungry can also mean
the spiritually hungry,” she said. “We
didn’t want to go just to disadvantaged
areas. We wanted to do things that were
appropriate for all the people that are
here.”

Pelton said he wants the goal for
Jesus Day 2000 —that no child will be
hungry, that those who are suffering will
not be alone—to become everyday
goals for Christians across the globe.

“This day represents what we’re
hoping will become a lifestyle for the
church and the nation.”
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Gay issues splitting regional American Baptist group

By Adelle Banks _
Religion News Service

SALT LAKE CITY (RNS)—
While Southern Baptist leadership
generally is unified in opposition to
homosexuality, that doesn’t mean the
issue is settled among other Baptist
denominations.

A regional body of the American
Baptist Churches USA has voted to re-
structure itself, in large part because it
is so divided on the issue.

During its recent biennial meeting
in Salt Lake City, delegates of the
American Baptist Churches of the
Northwest voted “with deep regret” to
begin a process to determine how it
can be reformulated to meet the needs
of congregations and individuals who
differ over controversial aspects of
theology and sexuality.

The move, decided last month, was
approved by a wide margin, 184-46.

The decision came on the recom-
mendation of a mediation group that
met in March and determined restruc-
turing was necessary.

“The mediation group felt that the
region as it is now composed ... can-
not exist in that form because the dif-
ferences on homosexuality cause such
tensions that we cannot function as
one,” said Paul Aita, executive minis-
ter of the Kent, Wash.-based regional
group.

“Restructuring means very possibly
dividing into twe or more regions.”

The American Baptist Churches of
the Northwest currently includes about

200 congregations in Washington, Ida-
ho, Montana and Utah, and one each in
Oregon and Nevada.

Aita expects the regional body to be
“radically different” after the two-year
process and said its final new look could
be complicated by financial, legal and
denominational implications.

But the divisions over not only ho-
mosexuality but the authority of Scrip-
ture and the autonomy of churches have
brought them to this point, Aita and oth-
ers in the regional body said.

“We realize that we are in a troubled
marriage and if we’re going to have a
divorce, we’d like to do everything we
can to have an amicable divorce,” he
said.

At the same meeting, a proposal to
dismiss member congregations that are
members of any group that “affirms the
practice of homosexuality as being con-
sistent with Christian teaching” was
defeated. The vote was 161 in favor and
92 opposed, falling short of a required
two-thirds vote of those present and
voting.

Jim Steiner, pastor of Second Bap-
tist Church in Boise, Idaho, was disap-
pointed his proposed amendment to the
bylaws did not pass but said the region-
al group must now move on to the new
process.

“As a matter of peace, there is a
place where one has to just recognize
that we just can’t live life together and
continue ... with the same mission and
message,” he said. “We just do not be-
lieve that we have the same mission and
message as well as a general under-

Preshyterian decision on homosexuality causes stir

standing of (what) scriptural authority
means.’

Steiner was part of the mediation
process that failed to produce any other
alternative.

“We were trying to find a better way
and we were not able to find a better
way other than reorganizing, which is a
fancy way of saying, ‘We’re going to
have a split but let’s plan it,”” he said.

The decision by the Northwestern
group comes six months after the de-
nomination’s General Board decided to

amend its previous decision that would
have ousted four California churches
from the denomination. They had been
dismissed by the American Baptist
Churches of the West for welcoming
gays and lesbians.

In November, the General Board
postponed the date of the termination
of the denominational status for each
church to June 30, 2001, giving them
time to affiliate with another regional
group and maintain their affiliation with
the national body.

By Robert Dunston

Cumberland College and Ken-
tucky Baptists lost a great friend and
passionate scholar when Robert O.
Williams passed away May 24.

Williams served churches in
Kentucky, Ohio and Illinois, most
recently serving as pastor of Clif-
ton Baptist Church in Louisville
from 1963 to 1988.

From 1952 to 1954,
Williams served as a
chaplain in the Air Force.

Remembering Rev. Robert 0. Williams

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

iams delighted in telling those sto-
ries. A prison inmate sculpted
a metal cross with an unshackled
chain at its foot indicating the gen-
uine freedom from sin one can have
only through Christ.

Some collectors are content to
collect, but Williams used his col-
lection to teach and witness to
God’s love and plan. He understood
what God had accom-
plished through Christ’s
death on the cross and
wanted everyone to have

After his discharge, he
continued to serve as a
chaplain in the Air Force
Reserve and Kentucky
Air National Guard until
1980. He also supervised
many Southern Seminary
students in hands-on

the opportunity to hear
and accept that good
news. Williams was fond
of saying, “God gave us
the cross; the cross gives
us God.”

Cumberland College
honored Williams in

ministry training.

We at Cumberland College re-
member him most for the Carl Wil-
liams Cross Museum, which he do-
nated to Cumberland in 1992 in
memory of his son Carl, a pastor
and graduate of Cumberland. His
cross collection began with the
cross he wore as an Air Force chap-
lain and now numbers more than
7,000 items as well as an extensive
library.

Williams collected crosses of ev-
ery size and description and made
of every material imaginable. Be-
hind many of the crosses are stories
of lives transformed by God. Will-

1997 with an honorary
doctorate for his faithful service as
a pastor and his creation of the cross
museum. We will miss the warmth,
wisdom and passion for Christ of
this Christian gentleman.

His passion for the cross
strengthened our understanding of
God’s sacrifice and love. We are
honored to join his family in con-
tinuing his work and witness
through the cross museum.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

Summertime prayers

The mercury is rising, and with
it comes a new set of activities and
challenges for KBHC. Like you, we
have yards to take care of; like you,
we have camps, outings and
projects to plan; like you, we have
kids getting ready for college in just
a few short months.

I’'m asking that you would alter
your prayers for KBHC during this
season. Our graduating
seniors really need your
petitions. This is an excit-
ing yet frightening tran-

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

er children in foster care will be
heading to vacation Bible schools.
Teenagers will be going on mission
trips or to Christian camp. Through
your donations and support, KBHC
18 hosting its fourth year of summer
camp and retreats for our children
and teens in residential and foster
care. These opportunities are what
make KBHC unique among child
care providers in the
commonwealth and the
nation. Thank you for
making this possible!

sition. Many of our teen-
agers have been in the
care of the state for years
and have little or no fam-
ily support. Pray that the
Lord will guide them to
safe, compassionate and
wise people to help them
embark on this treacher-
ous journey we call
“adulthood.”

Keeping kids busy is
a challenge for any home, so imag-
ine our task of keeping hundreds of
active minds and bodies occupied.
Pray that God will give our staff an
extra boost of creativity and energy
to meet this challenge. Summer also
offers opportunities for our children
to go on home visits. Pray that these
vacations will be times of family
healing.

Pray that God will be able to use
the many spiritual growth opportu-
nities available to our kids. Young-

b/

Bill Smithwick

Finally, please contin-
ue to pray that God will
give us wisdom as we
prepare to face the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties
Union in court. I have
been encouraged person-
ally by the words and ex-
pressions of support I
have received through
letters, e-mail and phone
calls, and as I’ ve traveled
the state playing in our golf tourna-
ments and speaking at our commu-
nity forums. Your faithfulness, and
the faithfulness of our God, keep me
going. Thank you in advance for
your prayers.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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Typically,
according to
Orthodox custom,
only men are
permitted to
conduct formal
services and wear
ritual items of
dress. Women
normally pray
silently on the
other side of a
barrier at
Jerusalem’s
Western Wall.

JERUSALEM (RNS)—Women
who read from the Torah or wear Jew-
ish ritual garments such as a prayer
shawl at Jerusalem’s Western Wall
could face a seven-year jail term if
proposed legislation is adopted by Is-
rael’s Knesset.

The bill passed a preliminary
Knesset reading with a 29-25 majori-
ty after being submitted in a surprise
move by the ultra-Orthodox United
Torah Judaism party. The bill must
pass two more votes, however, before
actually becoming law.

The proposal sent shock waves
through Israeli society, sharply divid-
ed along religious-secular lines, and
fanned the flames of a debate over
women’s prayer services at the wall—
Judaism’s most sacred shrine.

Last month the nation’s Supreme
Court ruled the state must permit
women to conduct public prayer ser-
vices at the wall, reading aloud from
the Torah, or Jewish Bibles, and wear-
ing prayer shawls or other ritual gar-
ments. :

Typically, according to Orthodox
custom, only men are permitted to con-
duct formal services and wear ritual
items of dress. Women normally pray
silently on the other side of a barrier.

Ultra-Orthodox politicians had pub-
licly vowed last month to circumvent
the recent court decision with legisla-
tive action.

But the severity of the proposed law
generated an immediate outcry among
liberal and secular sectors of Israeli so-

ciety.

WESTERN WALL A man praying at the Western Wall in Jerusalem uses tefillin—a leather
band with two boxes worn on the left arm and forehead during prayer. A bill in Israel’s
legislature could make it a crime for women to perform similar rituals at Judaism’s holiest
site. (RNS file photo)

“What have we become—Afghani-
stan?” said left-wing Meretz Knesset
member Naomi Chazan, reacting to the
preliminary vote.

Ya’acov Litzman, an ultra-Orthodox
Knesset member, countered in defense
of the proposed legislation: “There is no
greater desecration of a holy place than
that of women who come to the West-
ern Wall to create a provocation, includ-
ing the use of Torah scrolls. That right
in Jewish law belongs only to men.”

In a related development, Israel’s
State Attorney Edna Arbel is also pre-
paring to ask the Supreme Court to
reconsider its recent ruling, on the

grounds the decision could provoke vi-
olence and that other suitable sites for
non-Orthodox prayer services are avail-
able near the sacred shrine.

A site known as Robinson’s Arch, a
few hundred meters from the Western
Wall pavilion, was recently designated
by the government as a site where non-
Orthodox prayer services could be con-
ducted, including mixed services of
men and women. The Robinson’s Arch
site is structurally part of the western
retaining wall of the biblical Herodian-
era temple, but it is somewhat removed
from the usual focus of Orthodox
prayers.

NorthMaluku mﬂltary chiefLt. :
- Col Sukarwo said at least 102 peo-
 ple were injured in the latest attack,
which the military suspects may
have been initiated by Muslim
. troops—known as Lasker Jihad, or
Holy War Troops—-—from aneigh-

_ boring island.
- More than 2,000 such troops
be"eved to have entered the '

We need your help again

In less than two weeks, we will honor our fa-
thers on Father’s Day. This day is also the time
for the annual Barkley Moore Father’s Day Of-
fering for Oneida Baptist Institute.

Four weeks ago, we mailed materials about the
offering to every church in the Kentucky Baptist
Convention. In the box was a cover letter to the
pastor or church leader. We tried to share some
basic information about Oneida and our ministry.

We will be able to meet the needs of our stu-
dents only with the support of Kentucky
Baptists and others. Last year, 34 per-
cent of our students paid $1.50 per day
or less to attend our school. Needless to
say, it costs a lot more than $1.50 per
day to care for them. In fact, the cost to
care for each student last year was near-
ly $900 per month. It seems that Onei-
da has always had a disproportionate
number of students from low-income
families. Since the tuition is income-
based, you can readily see why we have
so many children with special financial
needs. From the information I can gath-
er, Oneida has the third-lowest tuition

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

written by seven of our seniors. Those essays were
not written as a class assignment, and no grade
was given. They wrote simply because I asked
them to. During the past several weeks you have
read, in their own words, how Oneida has helped
these young people. Nearly every student talked
about low, sometimes very low, grades before
coming to Oneida. In most of the essays, you read
about the dramatic improvements they made aca-
demically.

Other students told about family
conflicts and a lack of discipline at
home or at school. In their own words,
they told how Oneida helped them grow
and mature into responsible young peo-
ple.

In nearly every essay, students told
about either growing as Christians or
becoming Christians while here. Time
and again they talked about chapel and
what an impact it had on their lives. I
can tell you firsthand that there are few
things that will touch your soul as much
as knowing a student before and after
inviting Christ into his or her life.

of any boarding school in the United

States. The average boarding school in America
charges about $20,000 per year. Yet the average
student at Oneida last year paid a little over $1,800,
or about $168 per month.

- But the Father’s Day Offering is about more
than money; it is also about information. The box-
es we mailed to the churches included posters and
colorful brochures about Oneida. We want you to
be informed about OBI so you will be able to en-
courage a student who could benefit from our
ministry to consider enrolling this summer or fall.

If you have been reading this column the past
two months, you have read excerpts from essays

If your church has not made the Fa-
ther’s Day materials available, would you encour-
age your pastor to consider displaying the litera-
ture? Remember, I came to Oneida as a junior in
high school because my Sunday school teacher
and a deacon told me about OBI. They also shared
with me the benefits of a Christian boarding school
environment. It is my prayer that you or someone
in your church will be instrumental in a student
coming to Oneida.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

God also calls younger people

Fairfield, Ohio, native Antho-
ny Lovett surrendered to preach
at age 19 and had preached only
once before moving to the Clear
Creek campus. He preached 11
times by the end of the semester.

“Three kids were saved at
Oneida Baptist Institute,” Antho-
ny exclaimed. “At first it felt fun-
ny to be a preacher, but God has
shown me I don’t need
to be hesitant.”

Anthony has come a
long way since he was
baptized only because
he wanted to play on a
church basketball team.
“I was around Christian
people, but they never
told me about how to be
saved,” Anthony re-
called. “Even a Chris-
tian girl I dated never
really witnessed to me.”

Then he .met Rick
Trent and Larry Cain on
a construction job. The two told
him about Christ and Anthony
went to church with them. “I was
saved on Sept. 20, 1998. That
morning was a trial sermon for the
preacher who became my pastor
and took me under his wing,”
Anthony said. “As a lost person I
got into a few fights and had a foul
language problem. The Lord de-
livered me from that and an un-
godly situation with my ex-fian-
cee -

Bill Whittaker

Anthony completed the Expe-
riencing God course at his church.
After he testified in worship, dea-
cons would ask, “When are you
going to surrender to preach?”” He
resisted the call at first because he
didn’t want the decision to be
what others thought he should do
rather than what God desired.
Evangelist Ronnie Owens, a Clear

CLEAR CREEK |
CHRONICLE

Creek alumnus, told
him about Clear Creek.
In need of $500 to reg-
ister for classes, Antho-
ny’s grandfather’s’
brother asked him about
finances and told An-
thony, “T’ll write you a
check.” The Lord pro-
vided for Anthony’s
need before he received
official notice of admis-
sion.

Director of Financial
Aid Sam Risner de-
scribed Anthony as

“very resourceful. He comes from
a large family and has worked
since age 14 and pulled more than -
his weight to provide support.”

Rick Trent notes, “Anthony is
exceedingly fervent in witnessing
to others around him.” Anthony
affirms the wisdom of our admit-
ting students under age 21.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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Salvation Army takes ministry where others shy away |

By Frank Brown
Religion News Service

GROZNY, Russia (RNS)—To
reach the obliterated city of Grozny,
humanitarian aid truck convoys run
a gauntlet of a half-dozen Russian
military checkpoints where surly
soldiers check documents, affect
menacing looks and sometimes ex-
tort minor bribes.

It is a well-choreographed, mo-
notonous routine performed dozens
of times a day.

It all fell to pieces, however,
when the Salvation Army trucks
came along.

At checkpoint after checkpoint
on a recent journey into Grozny,
soldiers skipped all the formalities
and greeted the lead Salvation Army
vehicle with a.polite request for a
Salvation Army button. Just like
American kids fixated on Pokemon,
Russian recruits stationed in Chech-
nya are obsessed with getting the
dime-sized Salvation Army lapel
pins.

At one muddy roadblock sur-
rounded by barbed wire and manned
by tanned soldiers with automatic ri-
fles beneath their olive ponchos, an
ominous voice boomed over the
public address system: “Where are
the buttons? They promised us but-
tons.”

The fad on the front line of Rus-
sia’s battle against Muslim rebel
fighters is perhaps an indication of
soldiers’ boredom or maybe that
they view themselves as agents of
salvation. If nothing else it is a pow-
erful testimony to the Salvation Ar-
my’s gutsy presence in a desolate
place few other religious aid agen-
cies have dared venture.

“We are the first to get to places
in the hills where they are still shoot-
ing,” said Idris Musayey, 40, coor-
dinator of the Salvation Army’s
project, as he led the convoy east to
Grozny in a small Russian-made
Lada car.

Musayeyv, an ethnic Chechen and
a Muslim, is intensely proud of his
work with the evangelical Protestant
organization that is far more active
in the region than the country’s Rus-
sian Orthodox Church or various

NWARD, CRISIN LDlERS Salvatio Army workers Idris Musayev, foegroun,

WORLD

Muslim humanitarian groups.

When the Salvation Army first
started distributing baby food to vil-
lages and towns in the breakaway re-
public of Chechnya on March 2, the
Russian military was still battling for
them.

Now, heavy fighting has given
way to isolated hit-and-run guerril-
la attacks and the daytime security
situation has somewhat stabilized.

Despite the improvements, large
humanitarian organizations like
United Nations High Commission-
er for Refugees have chosen to stay
out of Chechnya, instead focusing
on the estimated 215,000 refugees
living in temporary shelters just
across the border in Ingushetia. That
means the Salvation Army’s
$100,000-a-month baby food pro-

. with his assistant Ali, in front of a bombed-out building on the outskirts of Grozny.

gram is vital to those Chechen moth-
ers and infants who remain behind
in the ravaged republic.

On a recent weekday morning,
the Salvation Army’s mud-spattered
white trucks pulled into the village
of Cheri-Yurt, located about 10
miles from Grozny and home to
22,000 people, 10,000 of them new
arrivals fleeing fighting elsewhere in
Chechnya.

According to the women stand-
ing in line for the Salvation Army
food package for children 5 years
old and younger, this was the first
time any such aid had been distrib-
uted in the town since normal food
deliveries were disrupted with the
onset of fighting last October.

Mali Takhterova, a 40-year-old
housewife, explained how she re-
cently gave birth to an underweight
son.

“We didn’t have enough to eat.
The baby was born at just 1.6 kilo-
grams (under 4 pounds),” Takhtero-
va said as she stood in line with oth-
er local women. “There won’t be
many more new children here any-
time soon. There’s just not enough
to feed them with.”

Each food package contains
enough juice, dry milk, porridge and
puree to sustain a child for three
weeks, said Salvation Army Capt.
Geoff Ryan, a wiry Canadian with a
close-cropped beard who launched
the Army’s program in the region
and sometimes rides shotgun with
Musayev.

Ryan said he envisioned the chil-
dren’s food packages as a way of
filling a niche not covered by other
aid groups.

“A lot of the women who are sup-
posed to be lactating are not because
of all the trauma,” said Ryan, 37,

who estimates there is sufficient
funding for the Army’s program to
operate in Chechnya through Octo-
ber.

Ryan is the only Salvation Army
member working in Chechnya, and
even he only makes periodic visits.
The rest of the staff are Muslims.
While the Army’s traditional evan-
gelizing activities have been put on
hold, that doesn’t mean the Salva-
tion Army is shy about its identity,
Ryan said.

Rivaling the popularity of the
Salvation Army’s lapel pins are the
Salvation Army pocket calendars on
which the organization’s Christian
principles are clearly stated.

“I bet at this point you’d have a
hard time finding a Chechen with-
out one,” Ryan said, explaining that
his aid workers have given out about
40,000 of the calendars.

“I want to make sure it is clear
right up front that we are a Chris-
tian organization. I'don’t want any-
body later saying that we hid any-
thing,” he added. -

Leaders of Russia’s dominant
Russian Orthodox Church some-
times complain of Western mission-
aries using deceptive tactics. The
Russian Orthodox Church itself has
taken little interest in the humanitar-
ian crisis caused by the war, which
the church’s hierarchy has strongly
backed. .

This identification in the popular
mind linking Russian Orthodoxy
and the Russian military makes
evangelizing the Chechen people a
daunting task for the Salvation
Army, Ryan said.

“To most of them, the face of
Christianity is a Russian soldier car-
rying a Kalashnikov (rifle) and
wearing a cross around his neck.”
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GROZNY OUTREACH
Salvation Army workers
distribute baby food in the
village of Cheri-Yurt, south
of Grozny in Chechnya. The
Christian relief organization
is one of the few religious
groups of any kind with a
ministry in the region.
(RNS photos)
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnerships with
Baptists in Poland,
Tanzania and New
England:

W Missionary Mack
Sacco in Warsaw,
Poland, as he shares the
gospel with several men
he recently met.

W Recent graduates of
the Baptist seminary in
Poland.

H Someone to serve as
strategy coordinator of
the ministry in Warsaw,
Poland.

M The growing ministry
among children in the
village of Kiberege,
Tanzania.

M The town of Gairo,
Tanzania, where
missionaries John and
Nancy Laramore and
two young national
pastors are beginning a
new church.

M Four church planters
needed to begin
congregations in
Greater Boston.

M The partnership
between Calvary Baptist
Church in Franklin, Ky.,

and a new church

beginning in Waltham,
Mass., this summer.

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B CORBIN—Oak Grove Church
called Steven Mayle as pastor starting
June 4. Mayle previously was pastor of
Jenkins First Church.

B FORT MITCHELL—Fort Mitchell
Church called David Metz and Ryan
Ventura as co-directors of student min-
istries. French Harmeon is pastor.

B NICHOLASVILLE—Edgewood
Church called Michael Sanders as
minister of youth. Kevin Lee is pastor.
B L ONDON—Retired minister Davis
King died May 21. King, 81, served 51
years in the ministry including more
than 20 years as county missionary/pas-
tor at Sandy Hook Church.

B LOUISVILLE—Eighteenth Street

Church will host Betty Jean Robin-
son in concert June 24, 7 p.m. For in-
formation, call (502) 778-3016. Ran-
dy Constant is pastor.

Melbourne Heights Church will
dedicate its new sanctuary June 11,
with 10:30 a.m. worship, lunch and
2 p.m. worship. For information, call
(502) 454-4681. William Shoulta is
pastor.

B OWENSBORO—South Hampton
Church called Timothy Roberts as
pastor effective June 1.

B MYRA—Michael Combs will be in
concert June 9, 7 p.m. at Faith Church.
For information call Pastor Dave Ham-
mond (606) 855-4645.

Pakistani Christians fear persecution
might follow blasphemy law flip-flop

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (RNS)—A
decision by Pakistan’s military ruler not
to amend the nation’s blasphemy laws
has the nation’s Christian minority fear-

ful that they could be tried for blasphe- -

my against Islam.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who seized
power in October, said earlier this year
that he would amend the nation’s laws
against blasphemy so that blasphemy
charges could be filed only after a thor-
ough investigation.

Minority religious faiths in Pakistan,
including Christians, say the blasphemy
laws unfairly targeted them. Those con-
victed of blasphemy against Islam, a
capital crime, face death sentences.

Several Christians have been sen-

tenced to death for violating the blas-
phemy laws in recent years, according
to Ecumenical News International, but
those sentences were later overturned.
Two Christians who had their sentenc-
es overturned, however, were later mur-
dered.

Under pressure from hardline Islam-
ic groups, Musharraf announced May
17 that he would not amend the laws.

That decision has upset the nation’s
Christian minority. Boney Mendis, a
Catholic priest and director of the De-
velopment Center in Faislabad, told
ENI that the blasphemy laws are “hang-
ing like a sword on the head of Chris-
tians.” Mendis said he would fight to
overturn the laws.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, screened
porch, lovely secluded beach, Weekly
rates May through mid-December:
$650. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: New 1999 Dodge
easy-access vans: 15-passenger, raised-
roof, lowered stepwell, center aisle,
ducted rear heat and a/c, plus many
more options. Retail: $35,739; net cost
after rebates and discounts: $29,990.
Call (800) 582-7118.

FOR SALE: Church pews (Hun-
singer Lane Baptist Church). Call (502)
495-3908 for further details.

SEEKING: Porter Memorial Bap-
tist Church, Lexington, is seeking a di-
rector for its weekday education pro-
gram. Interested applicants should call
the children’s ministries office at (606)
272-3441.

SEEKING: Bloomfield Baptist
Church is prayerfully seeking a part-
time minister of worship. Please send
all resumés to: Michael Bayne, minis-
ter of youth and education, Bloomfield
Baptist Church, PO Box 217, Bloom-
field, K'Y 40008.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
First Baptist, Oak Grove, Ky. We are
located between Hopkinsville, Ky., and
Clarksville, Tenn. Send resumé to:
Search Committee, PO Box 27, Oak
Grove, KY 42262.

SEEKING: Stanford Baptist
Church invites applications for the po-
sition of senior pastor. We’re a rural-
town church in a fast-growing area of
beautiful central Kentucky. We have an
outstanding music ministry, youth min-
istry and Christian Life Center program.
Please send inquiries or resumés to:
Pulpit Committee, Stanford Baptist
Church, 204 Church St., Stanford, KY
40484, or call (606) 365-2178.

SEEKING: Pianist for small Bap-
tist church near Audubon Park area in
Louisville. Only ability to play tradition-
al hymns required. Paid position. Con-
tact Charles Smith, (502) 499-6962.

SEEKING: Senior minister for
First Baptist Church, Fayetteville, N.C.
Our church is a mission-minded and

| .community-oriented congregation affil-

iated with the SBC and CBF. We af-
firm autonomy of the local church, cor-
porate worship and stewardship. Send
resumeé to: Senior Pastor Search Com-
mittee, PO Box 53476, Fayetteville, NC

28305.
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SEEKING: Full-time youth pastor.
Send resumé to: Ridgewood Baptist
Church, 7891 Ridge Road, Wadsworth,
OH 44281. (330) 334-2534 or e-mail
rbcsbc@en.com.

SEEKING: South Elkhorn Baptist
Church, Lexington, is prayerfully seek-
ing a full-time associate pastor of mu-
sic and youth. Send resumé to SEBC,
4867 Versailles Road, Lexington, KY
40510, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church,
Jefferson City, Mo., is seeking a full-
time minister of students and recre-
ation. Job description heavily empha-
sizes “purpose-driven” youth minis-
try. Send resumé by June 15 to: Per-
sonnel Chairman, First Baptist
Church, 301 E Capitol Ave., Jeffer-
son City, MO 65101.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Jenkins (Ky.) First Baptist Church.
Send resumé to: B.J. Williams, PO Box
262, Jenkins, KY 41537.

SEEKING: Full-time associate
minister with primary responsibilities
that include educational and youth
ministries, occasional pulpit supply
and pastoral care ministry. Berea Bap-
tist Church is a progressive congrega-
tion seeking a sensitive, compassion-
ate minister with good communication
skills. Send resumé to: Personnel
Committee, Berea Baptist Church,
310 Chestnut St., Berea, KY 40403.
E-mail: apike @mis.net.

SEEKING: Half-day kindergarten
teacher and two high school teachers—
one Spanish and one science (physics
and chemistry). Call Highview Baptist
School, Louisville, Ky., at (502) 239-
2509, or e-mail: kvia@highviewbaptist
school.org.

SEEKING: Full-time youth/music

minister for First Baptist Church of -

Ludlow, Ky. Please send resumé to:
Jack McMillen, Personnel Committee
chairman, c/o First Baptist Church, 400
Linden St., Ludlow, KY 41016. For
more information, call the church at
(859) 581-4795 or 581-4790.

SEEKING: Full-time director of
family life and conference center. Send
resumé: Student Affairs, Clear Creek
Baptist Bible College, 300 Clear Creek
Road, Pineville, KY 40977.

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist
Church of Cadiz is seeking a full-time
minister of music and youth. Send re-
sumé to: M/Y Search Committee, East
Cadiz Baptist Church, 407 Third St.,
Cadiz, KY 42211.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send
resumé to: Pioneer Baptist Church, 264
Sparrow Lane, Harrodsburg, KY
40330.

SEEKING: Rockford Lane Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, Ky., is
prayerfully seeking a full-time pastor
for its church family of 200 (average
Sunday moming worship attendance).
Send resumé to: Pastor Search Com-
mittee, Rockford Lane Baptist
Church, 2006 Rockford Lane, Louis-
ville, KY 40216.

SEEKING: Caneyville Baptist
Church is prayerfully seeking a full-
time, experienced, energetic pastor. Pre-
fer college and/or seminary training.
Send resumé to: Eddie A. Majors, 164
Clay Way, Leitchfield, K'Y 42754.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter. Send resumé to: Stamping Ground
Baptist Church, PO Box 67, Stamping
Ground, KY 40379.

SEEKING: Part-time children’s
minister for Farmdale Baptist Church,
5610 U.S. Highway 127 South, Frank-
fort, Ky. If you feel God is calling you
to this area to work with children, send
resumé to: Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

SEEKING: Experienced full-time
youth/children’s minister for a 1-1/2
year old contemporary style, growing
church (225+) in a small town in cen-
tral Kentucky. Must be self-motivated,
creative, a team player and able to work
in a portable church situation. Send re-
sumé to: River of Life Community
Church, PO Box 192, Springfield, KY
40069.

SEEKING: Full-time youth/music
minister for Hyattsville Baptist Church,
Lancaster, Ky. Please send resumé with
salary requirements to: Mike Bolin,
Personnel Committee chairman, c/o
Hyattsville Baptist Church, 1365 Rich-
mond Road, Lancaster, KY 40444.
(606) 792-4851 or 792-6610.

SEEKING: Growing church in
fast-growing community five miles
south of Springfield, Mo., is seeking
an energetic worship leader with a sec-
ondary emphasis in one of the follow-
ing: education, evangelism, adminis-
tration or family ministries. Send a
letter of interest and resumé by Aug.
1, 2000, to: Hopedale Baptist Church,
5370 N. Highway NN, Ozark, MO
65721, Attn: Personnel Committee, or
e-mail in Word document format to:
tkendric@hopedale.org. We are pray-
ing for you.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and senior adults. Send resumé
to: Minister of Music Search Commit-
tee, Burlington Baptist Church. PO Box
48, Burlington, KY 41005; (859) 586-
6529.

SEEKING: Rapidly growing
church in Paducah, Ky., is seeking a
full-time minister of education. Send
resumé to: Mt. Zion Baptist Church,
c/o Anthony Gilbert, 78 Owen Drive,
Kevil, KY 42053.

SEEKING: Gethsemane Baptist
Church, 10400 Blue Lick Road, Lou-
isville, KY 40229 (Okolona), is cur-
rently seeking someone to fill the po-
sition of minister of music. This is a
part-time position. Responsibilities
will include leading worship services
in traditional and contemporary mu-
sic, leading the adult choir and work-
ing with a youth choir. We are a mis-
sion-minded, ministry-minded fellow-
ship of believers seeking someone
who is inspirational and led of the
Lord to lead in dynamic worship. Re-
sumés should be sent to the church
address in care of the Personnel Com-
mittee. You may contact the church
at (502) 969-3191 if you have any
questions.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov-
ing church in Bowling Green. Must be
experienced and ambitious. Send re-
sumé to: Forest Park Baptist Church,
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling
Green, KY 42101, Attn: Search Com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Please send resumé
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506,
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search
Committee.

SERVICES: Web site design. Let
us create a custom Web site for your
church, business or organization. Our
experienced Web designers will work
with you to design an attractive, in-
formative Web site. We can provide
either complete, turn-key packages
and ongoing maintenance of your site,
or only initial startup services. Costs
are very reasonable. Call Jeff, Linda
or Rodney at Educational Computing
Services, (502) 897-3791. E-mail us
at ecs @classtime.com. Visit our Web
site at www.classtime.com.

TOUR: 10-Day China tour.
Beijing, Xian, Shanghai, Great Wall,
terra cotta soldiers, Yangtze River. Nov.
7-16, $2,085. From our area. For info.,
call Judy Studie, (270) 475-2197.
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Super Bowl quarterback promotes victory in Jesus |

By Hillary Wicai
Religion News Service

ST. LOUIS (RNS)—No one could
have imagined Kurt Warner’s transi-
tion from stock boy at an Iowa gro-
cery store to quarterback for the Su-
per Bowl championship winning St.
Louis Rams.

But Warner told a crowd of 25,000
at the Trans World Dome in St. Louis
that during all those years when he won-
dered if he’d ever make it, God was
holding him out for St. Louis.

Not, the quarterback said, because
St. Louis needed help winning the Su-
per Bowl, but because St. Louis needed
a champion like him to proclaim the
gospel. .

“If you give your life to Jesus Christ,
He’s going to put you in the right place
at the right time to touch lives,” Warner
said. And that, he added, is what he
wants to do.

Warner and three other members of
the Rams team took turns telling their
triumphant tales of overcoming adver-
sities like injuries, poverty and doubt to
a diverse crowd at an event Wamner
helped create called Victory 2000
which took place May 20.

“T had talked briefly with the pastor
of my church (about wanting) to go
around and speak but it was going to be
too difficult to reach every church, ev-
ery scenario that people wanted me to
come talk to,” Warner ‘said after the
event. “Isaid I would love to put togeth-
er some different venues, maybe here,
maybe in Iowa, you know where I could
touch a lot of people at one time.”

Warner’s pastor, Jeff Perry of St.
Louis Family Church, took it from
there.

In just six weeks they raised hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars, organized
1,500 volunteers, rented the Dome,

signed Christian music superstars Kirk
Franklin and the Supertones, and built
a stage complete with rock concert qual-
ity audio system and four large video
screens.

“Jesus mandates we go and preach
the gospel,” Perry said. And this was too
good an opportunity to pass up.

Victory 2000 was free and open to
the public. Perry estimates the event
cost more than $600,000. St. Louis

Family Church has raised more than

$450,000 so far to offset the cost.

Warner even had an emergency ap-
pendectomy earlier in the week, but
didn’t let that get in the way. He joked
and thanked the crowd for coming out
to his “get well party.”

“We put it together in six weeks and
it’s just a blessing and the number of
people that stood up and asked the Lord
into their life. That’s what it’s all about,”
Warner said.

His wife, Brenda, joined Warner on
stage. She described her struggles just
eight years ago, when she and her kids
were on food stamps and Wamer
stocked groceries. “We had no money,”
she said. They wanted to take the kids
to McDonald’s for Happy Meals but
couldn’t afford it. ‘

Now, she joked, they can afford
Happy Meals but have to eat them in
the car because so many people mob her
husband.

Thediverse crowd made up of black
and white, city dwellers and suburban-
ites, young and even some elderly went
wild for the triumphant tales.

Fifteen-year-old Melissa Schroeder
said she made the journey downtown
because she wanted to see the athletes.
She said she was particularly moved by
tight end Emie Conwell’s testimony.

Conwell told the crowd he played
for three losing seasons with the Rams.
Then someone fell on his left knee and

tore three of his ligaments. The injury
meant he had to sit out most of the 1999
winning season. “It took a lot of strength
to get me through,” Conwell said. “But
I knew God had a plan for my life.”
Conwell went on to make a blg catchin
the Super Bowl.

Rams’ defensive end Kevin Carter
said people always called him an un-
derachiever and in the past two’ years
he’s had more injuries than he’s ever
had in his life, not exactly the ingredi-

- ents for a championship season.

“God allowed me to tap into the
greatness of His power,” Carter said.
Carter, who leads the National Football
League in sacks, played the best foot-
ball he ever played in the last two inju-
ry-filled years.

“What can I do?” Carter wondered.

“I’m just a football player. What impact
canThave?” He told the crowd the key
is to be yielded to God, to be willing to
be used. Teens in the crowd stood and

~ held up homemade signs; with such

messages as: “Our God is an awesome
God.”

Rams’ linebacker Mike Jones said
he had told his wife he wanted to be a
“warrior for Christ.” A tackle by Jones
helped secure the Rams’ Super Bowl
victory. “As you can see I’'m not the
biggest, I'm not the fastest, I'm not the
strongest person to play in the NFL.
And you can say the same thing about
one of my heroes, David. David wasn’t
the biggest or the strongest, but he had
the faith in God to get him through,”
Jones said as the crowd screamed their
approval.

Former exotic dancer works to debunk ‘Pretty Woman’ fantasy

By Kristi Hodge
Florida Baptist Convention

ORLANDO—The Cinderella plot
of the 1990 comedy film “Pretty Wom-
an” epitomizes every prostitute’s
dream.

Vivian Ward (played by J uha Rob-
erts) is hired by a millionaire business-
man from out of town, Edward Lewis
(Richard Gere), as his “date” for a se-
ries of business functions. They fall in
love and Lewis, a modern-day prince
charming, whisks her away to a new life
in the lap of luxury.

Tammy Dahl bought into the dream
of just such a “happy ending” for a
while. She allowed herself to be
bought—until the price on her soul be-
came too high.

Dahl, a former exotic dancer in Or-
lando, used to measure her worth in
terms of how much money and how
much attention she received from men.
Part of the lure of working in the so-
called “gentlemen’s clubs” was the
promise of fast money and a feeling of
power.

“Girls are trapped in this industry
because of the money,” said Dahl, who
began dancing as a way to pay her bills.

She now heads Out of Exile, a non-
denominational ministry that seeks to
help women out of the adult entertain-

NEW ATTITUDE Tammy Dahl, pictured
with her 5-year-old daughter, is a former
exotic dancer in Orlando. She shares her
faith with other dancers through Out of
Exile ministry.

ment industry and educate churches on
how to witness to them.

Dahl spoke at the annual Florida
Woman’s Missionary Union meeting to
share her story and the stories of other
women who have escaped drugs, pros-
titution and other criminal activity
through the life-changing power of
Christ.

As part of Crossover Orlando, an
outreach effort that will precede the
Southern Baptist Convention annual
meeting June 13-14, prayerwalks are
being coordinated to reach out to wom-
en on the streets of Orlando—particu-

larly along the city’s “Orange Blossom
Trail.” Crossover activities will take
place primarily on Saturday, June 10.

Dahl teaches a seminar to churches,
titled “Dispelling the Myths of the Ex-
otic Dancer,” using material developed
by Lisanne McMurray of LightDanc-
ers Ministry.

As an exotic dancer at high-priced -

gentlemen’s clubs, Dahl said she lived
in an intoxicating underworld of mon-
ey, sex and drugs offered to her by
wealthy professionals with plenty of
money to spend.

Eventually the excitement dimmed.
One of Dahl’s fellow dancers commit-
ted suicide, leaving Dahl considering
the same alternative.

Then she found out she was preg-
nant. She considered abortion, but a co-
worker at a bank where Dahl had found
work told her that terminating the preg-
nancy would haunt her for the rest of
her life.

Dahl, also encouraged by her moth-
er, decided to have the baby. A friend
helped her find a home to stay in. After
having her daughter, who is now 5 years
old, Dahl found an apartment for exact-
ly the price she could afford and re-
ceived a raise for the specific amount
she needed to pay for child care.

Dahl said those provisions helped
her see God’s hand turning her away

from her life as an exotic dancer and
toward a new life in Him, including
helping other women see their value to

Dahl still goes to the strip clubs, but
now she goes to witness to the dancers.
She tells them of God’s love and their
value to Him. Many are thankful and
turn to her now for spiritual advice.

Dahl said her involvement in exotic
dancing and prostitution started after a
failed attempt to seek guidance from a
church when her live-in boyfriend had
left her alone and penniless.

“They gave me money for a month
but wanted something to show for it. I
was still trying to make ends meet. I
needed more help and I needed more
than just the money,” Dahl said. The
church declined further help, she said,
and didn’t offer spiritual counseling.

Hoping to help others avoid such
instances, Dahl tells church leaders how
to reach out to women in trouble. She
cautions that well-intentioned gifts of
money to help them on their way will
not solve the girls’ problems—only an
understanding and acceptance of God’s
love will do that.

“ want to dive into the Bible now,”

Dahl said. “Tjust can’t get enough of it.
It shows me that God cared about me
all along, and other girls deserve to
know that, too.”
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VICTORY St. Louis Rams
quarterback Kurt Warner
exhorts Christians in a crowd
of 25,000 people to use the
stage God has given them to
share their faith.

“Girls are trapped
in this industry
because of the
money.”

Former exotic dancer
Tammy Dahl
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