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over monument
display for Ten
Commandments

By Art Toalston
Baptist Press

- Commandments monument from
the Kentucky capitol grounds has
been filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union.

The July 10 ACLU filing

- by the Kentucky legislature to
permanently display the monu-
~ ment just behind the capnol
~ building in Frankfort.
~ Anordained Southern Baphst
minister, Democratic Rep. Tom

amended version of the leglsla-

April by state lawmakers.

with credentials in both the
Southern Baptist and American
Baptist conventions, was one of
three Protestant ministers (the
others being a United Methodist
and a Presbyterian) and a rabbi
who are plaintiffs for the lawsuit,
which was filed in U.S. Dlstnct
Court in Frankfort.

- Inccomments to the Louisville
Courier-Journal, Riner described
the ACLU lawsuit as “part of
their systematic campaign over
the course of 30 years to deni-
grate God in the classroom and
public life.”

“They (the ACLU) are going to

- continue in the courtroom, basical-
ly, until they succeed in the emas-
culation of any heritage that has
spiritual roots,” Riner said.

Courts in four states have up-
held Ten Commandments postings
in public places, Riner told the
Lexington Herald-Leader, predict-
ing that Kentucky’s law also can
withstand a court challenge.

- Kentucky has been a Ten Com-

 mandments battleground since

- 1980, when the U.S. Supreme

ACGLU sues state |

- FRANKFORT (BP)—A law-
suit to block a 7-foot-tall Ten

takes aim at a resolution passed

Riner of Louisville, authored the
- tion that eventually was passed in

A minister identified by: the
- ACLU as James Jerrell Greenlee,

’ -Court’s Stone v. Grahamdeclsxon '_

Should your child be reading Harry Potter?

NEW YORK—As Harry Potter
books continue to fly off the presses
and store shelves, evangelical Chris-
tians continue to debate whether their
children should be a part of the hot-
test trend since Pokémon.

Para-church groups Focus
on the Family and American
Family Association have led
the call for caution on the
books by English author
J.K. Rowling.

Meanwhile, Christianity
Today magazine and Chris-
tian author and Prison Fel-
lowship Director Charles
Colson have praised the mys-
tical series.

Regardless of where one
stands, the phenomenon has been hard
to miss and will only get harder.

On July 8, Scholastic Publishers re-
leased “Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire,” the fourth of a planned sev-
en-book series.

The first printing of the latest in-

Friend or foe?

stallment totaled 5.3 million, with
nearly 400,000 copies sold worldwide
by Amazon.com before publication,
making it the biggest-selling book in
e-retail history, a spokesman for the

Internet bookseller told the Washing-

_ ton Post. The Barnes & Noble
g~ chain had 360,000 orders
and expected to break
records for first-day and
first-week sales for any
book, The Post continued.
Worldwide, 30 million
copies of the three earlier
books are in print in 33 lan-
guages.

It’s not just the book’s re-
lease that is forcing Christians
to deal with the overarching
occult themes in the series about a fic-
tional teenager who attends a school
for witchcraft and wizardry.

A movie from Warner Bros. will
begin production next year in England
and, according to the Wall Street Jour-
nal, big profits are envisioned from se-

quels, TV broadcast rights, cartoon
spin-offs, home video sales, theme
park rides and interactive games.
Nearly 50 deals with toy makers,
worth $1 billion, already have been
cut, according to the Washington Post.

. But it is the wizard part that is the
problem for the evangelical Christian
community, which holds that sorcery
and witchcraft are real, malignant and
not to be trifled with.

The American Family Association,
in a news release, described the “Har-
ry Potter” series as “books that pro-
mote witchcraft and wizardry.”

But, the Donald Wildmon-led AFA
likewise noted, “within the conservative
community, there are varying opinions
on whether Christians should be con-
cerned about the content. ... Since the
books first came on the market, many
Christians have voiced strong objection
to their use of magic and the occult and
its frightening passages. But others
disagree.”

0 See Potter series concerns ..., page 12

SEWING SEEDS Southern Baptlst m/ssmna/y K/m Davis shows women how lo operate the hand-cranked sewing machines used in an
outreach ministry in Epworth, Zimbabwe. In addition to learning skills that help them provide for their families, the women hear Bible
stories that tell about God's love and salvation in Jesus Christ. About 70 women have accepted Jesus as their personal Savior, and the
local church has grown in size and spun off a new preaching point. Story on page 11. (BP photo by Ray Davis)

IRS issues election-year warning to churches

WASHINGTON (ABP)—
Churches and other tax-exempt orga-
nizations should keep voter-education
efforts within Internal Revenue Ser-
vice guidelines and must refrain from
participating on behalf of or in oppo-
sition to any candidate for public of-
fice.

That was the message delivered ear-
lier this month in an IRS advisory to
charities.

The IRS stated that 501(c)(3) orga-
nizations, including churches, cannot
endorse or oppose any candidates for
public office. They also may not “en

gage in fund raising, distribute state-
ments, or become involved in any oth-
er activities that may be beneficial or
detrimental to any candidate.”

But, the IRS noted that the impro-
priety of such activity depends on the
facts and circumstances in each case.
“For example, organizations may spon-
sor debates or forums to educate vot-
ers. If the debate or forum shows a pref-
erence for or against a certain candidate,
however, it becomes a prohibited activ-
ity,” the IRS advisory stated. Similar
election-year advisories were issued in
1992 and 1996.

If found in violation of improper
political activity, a church or other char-
itable organization could lose its tax-
exempt status or it could be subjected
to an excise tax on the amount of mon-
ey spent on the activity.

In cases of flagrant violation of the
law, the IRS warned that it has authori-
ty to make an “immediate determina-
tion and assessment of tax.”

In addition, contributions to organi-
zations that lose their tax-exempt status
because of political activities are not
deductible by donors for federal income

tax purposes.



BAPTISTS

“The BGCT will
work with those
who share our
vision, our values
and our
commitment to the
Lordship of Jesus
Christ and the
authority of the
Bible.”

Charles Wade, executive

director, Baptist General
Convention of Texas

Texas Baptist leaders evaluate ties to SBC

DALLAS (ABP)—The Baptist
General Convention of Texas will not
“split” from the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, because the two autonomous
Baptist conventions never have been
joined, according to Marv Knox, editor
of the Texas Baptist Standard.

However, a significant change in
relationships between the BGCT and
SBC seems likely, Knox wrote in a July
10 editorial titled “Will the BGCT Split
from the SBC?”

Meanwhile, one of Texas Baptists’
largest congregations is scheduled to
vote July 23 whether to align with the
conservative Southern Baptists of Tex-
as Convention. The 17,500-member
Prestonwood Baptist Church of Dallas
is expected to wait until after the
BGCT’s annual meeting in October to
determine whether to continue the
church’s relationship with the state con-
vention, according to Pastor Jack Gra-
ham.

The future relationship between the
Baptist General Convention of Texas
and the SBC has been the topic of na-
tionwide speculation since messengers
to the SBC annual meeting adopted a
revised faith statement June 14. Sever-
al Texas Baptists, including BGCT Ex-
ecutive Director Charles Wade, were
unsuccessful in attempts to amend the
faith statement to make it more closely
resemble the 1963 Baptist Faith and
Message.

Texas Baptists last November af-
firmed the 1963 faith statement and ex-
plicitly rejected a new article on the
family added by the SBCin 1998.

Talk of a schism between Texas

Baptists and the SBC reached a high
point in the weeks immediately after the
SBC annual meeting. The issue was
given further steam by a front-page ar-
ticle in the Dallas Morning News June
24 carrying the headline “Southern
Baptist May Face Schism: Texas Mod-
erates May Leave National Group.”

That article, which noted Texas Bap-
tists gave more than $45 million to SBC
causes in 1999, was picked up by na-
tional news services and reprinted in
papers from coast to coast.

Writing partly in response to ques-
tions raised by the Dallas Morning
News article, Knox asserted, “An abso-
lute and cataclysmic split is not immi-
nent.”

“Texans who want to continue to
support the SBC will have an opportu-
nity to do so,” predicted Knox, a former
editor of the Western Recorder. “And,
given the recent initiatives taken by the
SBC, a sobering and significant change
in the relationship between the conven-
tions seems ultimately probable.”

But even in the most dramatic sce-
nario, the result could not properly be
called a “split,” Knox said. “According
to Baptist polity—the way we conduct
our business and relate to each other—
neither group owns or controls the oth-
er. Baptist conventions voluntarily af-
filiate with one another to accomplish
agreed-upon purposes. But neither is
over or under the other in denomina-
tional hierarchy.”

Knox acknowledged several BGCT
study committees currently are exam-
ining certain aspects of how Texas Bap-
tists relate to other Baptist mission

boards and theological schools. While
these committees could produce recom-
mendations about changes in funding
for SBC causes, he said, such recom-
mendations are not likely to be ready in
time to present to the BGCT annual ses-
sion in Corpus Christi, Texas, Oct. 30-
31

In an earlier statement, Wade made
similar points to Knox’s, asserting that
what is likely to happen will be a re-
alignment of relationships, not a com-
plete cut in relationships.

“The BGCT will work with those
who share our vision, our values and our
commitment to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ and the authority of the Bible,”
Wade said. “We will cooperate with
Southern Baptists where we can, and we
will do missions and theological edu-
cation together where we can. We will
also cooperate with other Baptist bod-
ies and other Christian bodies where we
can to get the gospel to everyone we
can.”

SBC leaders, meanwhile, have
downplayed the threat of any reduced
funding from Texas Baptists.

Richard Land, president of the
SBC’s Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission, predicted that Texas Bap-
tists won’t abandon the SBC. Land is a
native Texan and a former professor at
Criswell College in Dallas.

While BGCT leaders “believe that
most rank-and-file Texas Baptists think
of themselves as Texans first, they
don’t,” Land insisted in the Dallas
Morning News article. “They just
don’t.”

With additional reporting by Baptist Press

Baptists express diverse views on death penalty .

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

HAVANA—As debate over capital
punishment escalates in the United
States and elsewhere, how do Baptists
view the death penalty? As with most
moral and social issues, it depends on
who you ask.

Messengers to last month’s South-
ern Baptist Convention annual meeting
adopted a pro-capital punishment reso-
lution for the first time in denomination-
al history. A few weeks later, Baptist
World Alliance participants from the
U.S. and Sweden presented a pair of
papers opposing the death penalty.

The SBC action describes the prac-
tice as “a legitimate form of punishment
for those guilty of murder or treason-
ous acts that result in death.” The reso-
lution declares that God “established

“We need someone to drive our kids to youth
camp. Do you have a seminary degree?”
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capital punishrnent as a just and appro-
priate means by which the civil magis-
trate may punish those guilty of capital
crimes.”

“God’s Word has spoken clearly on
the issue of capital punishment,” Reso-

-lutions Committee chairman Hayes

Wicker told SBC messengers. “We be-
lieve it is time to speak since the world
is saying so much about it.”

Meanwhile, members of BWA’s
Christian Ethics Study Commission
have been studying the issue for sever-
al months. Sven Lindstrom, general sec-
retary of the Baptist Union of Sweden,
and Charles Johnson, pastor of Second
Baptist Church in Lubbock, Texas, pre-
sented papers affirming the principle of
restorative justice, even in capital mur-
der cases.

“The question is not if they have
done something they should die for,”
Lindstrom said. “The question is: Do we

have the right to kill them? That is the

ethical question.”

Affirming the need to “work from a
Christian perspective toward confession
and reconciliation,” Lindstrom said,
“We as Christians need to emphasize
the possibility of rehabilitation, recov-
ery and restoration.

“God Himself is the only One who
has the right to give life and take life,”
he insisted. “We can go back to the cre-
ation and the dignity that is God-given
regardless of the acts we commit.”

Johnson presented a detailed 13-
page paper contrasting Old Testament
and New Testament views of capital
punishment.

“The biblical material concerning

capital punishment is varied and color-
ful,” Johnson noted. “As with most pro-
found moral issues, the Bible contains
adiversity of viewpoints with regard to
death as a criminal and moral punish-
ment.”

Johnson cited 21 specific crimes in
the Old Testament Torah for which the
death penalty can be administered. The
offenses range from murder, kidnap-
ping and adultery to witchcraft, homo-
sexuality and parental disobedience.

By contrast, Johnson said, Jesus “in-
stituted the wonderful ethic of agape”
love.

“Historically, the way of Christ has
informed the teachings of the church,”
Johnson emphasized. “Jesus locates the
essence of the transgression not in the
act itself but in the attitude behind the
act.”

Noting that Jesus moved beyond le-
galism “to promote His higher goal of
reconciliation,” he added, “The power
of love and forgiveness must match and
exceed the volume of violence.”

Commission chairman Nigel Wright
of Great Britain said refraining from
exercising the death penalty “is not to
say people do not deserve it.”

“In strict retributive terms, the death
penalty is deserved,” he said. “The mea-
sure of our humanness and our Chris-
tianization in refraining from capital
punishment says something good about
our society.”

Capital punishment was among a
number of issues discussed during com-
mission and committee meetings held
in conjunction with the BWA General
Council meeting July 3-8 in Havana.

_free-lance r
o -Presswhow )

Press reparts offer
nflicting views
af CBF altercation

ORLANDO, Fla. (RNS)——The__
cold war between Baptist conser-
vatives and moderates heated up
after two mcxd nts mvolvmg a.

_meeting in Orlando, Fla.

Baptist Press correspondent

~ Russell Moore, a doctoral student

at Southern Baptist Theological

, Scmmary inLouisville, alleges he
~ was accosted by someone claim-

bea former forelgn mission-

: ntmue the con-
ut he contmued

d thkmson spoke with ‘v .
_ ual, whomBPoff cials

ilki son saxd the mdmdual

' adnu that he said Moore’s cov-

erage of the CBF meeting lacked
integrity and was unethical. How-
ever, he flatly denied that he
pushed Moore, put his finger on his

chest or swore at him.

Mo re als saxd Davxd Curne




KENTUGKY

. l Valley V1ew in
111 , '
We want to commend these

. top churches and certainly not

shortchange them,” Reeves said.

“Bach of these churches has done
_an outstanding job in the last year
_inreaching lost people for Christ.
We celebrate along with the an-.
gels these totals and the chan ‘
lives the v

Students teach about abstmence in Ghana

A dozen Kentucky Baptists got a
first hand view of the AIDS crisis fac-
ing Africa during their two week mis-
sion trip to teach “True Love Waits”
lessons in Ghana this summer.

The team of mostly college stu-
dents returned home recently with sto-
ries of the incredible needs and open-
ness of the people they met.

Team members performed skits,
shared their testimonies .and taught
lessons from True Love Waits, a sex-
ual abstinence program from LifeWay
Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention.

Kevin Floyd, 20, of Waynesburg,
said the friendships and smiles of the
local residents are what he’ll remem-
ber most. “You could just see their
eyes light up,” he said of the students
he taught. “They hung onto every
word you said.”

The group stayed at a local Baptist
medical compound. Team members
said as many as 60 Ghana youth
would come visit on the facility’s front
porch. “We had so many opportuni-
ties to make relationships with them,”
Floyd said. “That allowed us to adapt
our programs to meet their needs.”

Many of the Ghana students had
misconceptions about the AIDS virus.

“I was really surprised at how un-
educated they were about AIDS,” said
Cindy Howard, a recent University of
Kentucky graduate who leaves in Oc-
tober for a two-year mission trip to Af-
rica. “They’re still not getting the mes-
sage.”

Team members said they also
heard several stories from students at

GHANA TEAM Volunteers helpd teach True Love Waits material to Ghana youth.

boarding schools who were being

pressured for sex in order to get better

grades.

An estimated 5,500 people in Afri-
ca die of AIDS every day. The most
recent figures released by the United
Nations states that of the 35 million peo-
ple worldwide infected with the HIV
virus, an estimated 60 percent—24.5
million—Tlive in Africa.

Questions often centered on the dis-
ease’s origins, but team members tried
to focus on the threat AIDS personally
posed to the youth, Floyd said. “We re-
ally made it into a reality for them,” he
said. “After we left, they understood
how bad it really was. It wasn’t an Af-
rican disease. It wasn’t an American
disease. It’s a worldwide disease.”

Team members also saw firsthand
the impact of the country’s large Mus-

. foreverybody.

See story “Church ministries réspond fo"

lim population. “I woke up one morn-
ing at 5 o’clock and could hear the
prayers going on,” said Jennifer Mount,
astudent at the University of Kentucky.

Team member Bonnie Brown, a
Kentucky State graduate and teacher at
Lafayette High School in Lexington,
said she also saw the reach of Christian-
ity around the world. “Regardless of
where you travel throughout the world
Christians are still Christians because
the Holy Spirit reigns.”

Mikel Robinson, campus minister at
Kentucky State University in Frankfort
and leader of the team, said this was one
of the first bi-racial Christian mission
teams many Ghana citizens had seen.
“It kind of says to them, ‘Hey, this is

29

AIDS crisis in Africa” on page 11

Clay Crosse to perform at KBC annual meeting

Christian recording artist
Clay Crosse, who wrote the
Dove Award-winning Coop-
erative Program 75th anni-
versary celebration theme
song “I Will Follow Christ,”
will perform at this year’s
Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion annual meeting.

The meeting, Nov. 14-15
at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green, will have a theme of

Crosse

“Partners in the Harvest.”
Crosse will be featured in the
convention’s celebration of
the Cooperative Program
75th anniversary. The Coop-
erative Program is the uni-
fied giving program South-
ern Baptists use to support
mission work around the
world.

Crosse teamed with art-
ists Bob Carlisle and BeBe Winans for

“I Will Follow Christ.” The accompa-
nying video also was honored with a
Telly Award.

Crosse won a Dove Award for 1995
New Artist of the Year, and he has been
nominated twice for Male Vocalist of
the Year.

For more information on the Coop-
erative Program or the annual meeting,
contact the KBC communications/me-
dia department at (502) 254-4731 or
toll-free in Kentucky at (888) 254-5713.

ACLU sues state over monument display of 10 Commandments

Continued from page 1
or in an ACLU news release about the
lawsuit.

The ACLU called the legislative ac-
tion a violation of the First Amendment
of the U.S. Constitution, which forbids
government from endorsing or favoring
religion. The suit seeks an order to pre-
vent the monument’s placement at the
statehouse.

“The placement of the Ten Com-
mandments monument at a central lo-
cation on the capitol grounds is no acci-
dent,” said Kathleen Flynn, one of the
volunteer ACLU lawyers handling the
case. “The legislature chose to place
religious text next to the Floral Clock
as a way of endorsing that text.”

“This legislation must be viewed in
context,” said David Friedman, the
ACLU of Kentucky’s general counsel.
“It was enacted after the ACLU of Ken-
tucky sued local governments to prevent
them from placing the Ten Command-
ments on courthouse and school walls.

The legislature clearly was taking sides
in that debate, choosing the endorse-
ment of religious texts over American
principles forbidding government from
doing so.”

In aMay 5 ruling on an ACLU law-
suit, U.S. District Judge Jennifer Coff-
man ordered Ten Commandments dis-
plays removed from public sites in three
southeastern Kentucky counties. The
counties didn’t take the documents
down until May 17. The U.S. Sixth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati re-
fused to grant a stay of Coffman’s rul-
ing on May 18.

Empty frames were put up in Har-
lan County schools in response to Coff-
man’s ruling, which also affected Ten
Commandments displays in the court-
houses of McCreary and Pulaski coun-
ties.

The Lexington paper quoted Her-
shael York, a professor of preaching at
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
in Louisville, as saying that the clergy-

men and rabbi in the ACLU lawsuit
don’t represent typical Kentucky
churchgoers.

“There’s no question that the aver-
age grassroots Southern Baptist would
be in favor of posting the Ten Com-
mandments,” York said.

The rabbi involved in the lawsuit,
Jonathan Adland, of Temple Adath Is-
rael in Louisville, meanwhile told the
newspaper, “Religion is a matter of the
heart and soul and it should be celebrat-
ed and observed in religious institutions
and in the home. The state has no busi-
ness being involved in this.”

Adland also stated, “The Ten Com-

- mandments are not universal,” saying

they are not revered by Hindus, Bud-
dhists and Muslims.

The monument was a gift from the
Fraternal Order of Eagles in 1971 and
has been in storage since the late 1980s.

The Kentucky case is one of several
controversies involving church-state is-
sues around the country. Others are:

M The U.S. House, in a 333-27 vote

June 27 with 66 other congressmen vot-
ing “present,” registered support for
Ohio’s state motto, “With God, all
things are possible.” A 6th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals panel ruled the motto
was in violation of the Constitution by
a 2-1 vote in April in response to an
ACLU lawsuit. Ohio has appealed the
ruling to the full court.

B Colorado’s Board of Education
voted July 6 to recommend the posting
of “In God We Trust,” the motto on U.S.
currency since 1864, in the state’s
schools. Sue Armstrong, executive di-

" rector of the ACLU of Colorado, told

Associated Press she will wait until the
motto is posted in schools before decid-
ing on legal action.

B The ACLU filed suit June 22
against a newly enacted Virginia law
requiring public schools to begin each
day with a minute of silence for students
to “meditate, pray or engage in other
silent activity.”

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

B Campbelisville
University will host a
day-long study of the
Book of James, the

focus for next winter's
Bible study for many
Baptist churches. John
Polhill, professor of New
Testament at Southern
Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville,
will teach the lesson

Aug. 3, beginning at

1:15 p.m. The event is
open to the public. For !
information, contact
Walter Jackson, dean of
Campbellsville’s school
of theology at
walterjackson3@juno.com
or John Chowning, the
school’s business
manager, at (270) 789-
5520.

B The daughter

of longtime Kentucky
Baptist leader Eugene
Enlow died June 27 in
an automobile accident
in Texarkana, Ark.
Elizabeth Shaw, 46, was
a professor at Texarkana

| University. She is

survived by her

- husband, Nelson, and

three children.
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Thanks for stand

The congregation of Central Baptist
Church in Maysville would like to com-
mend the Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children for their stand and dismissal
of a counselor who identifies with ho-
mosexuality.

We agree our KBHC must stand
firm on moral principles, for the sake
of children, regardless of cost.

We further commend and thank
KBHC for the 130 years of
quality care given to Ken-
tucky children. We pledge
our continuing support
through our prayers and
giving.

We know that with ev-
ery open door of opportu-
nity to serve there will be
many adversaries (1 Corin-
thians 16:9), but God has
not given us a spirit of fear, but a spirit
of power, of love and of a sound mind
(2 Timothy 1:7). g

Christianity based on the Word of
God faces increasing opposition in to-
day’s world. Taking a stand in the face
of the opposition may prove costly but
to fail to stand firm would be even more
costly. Again, we thank you for the
stand you have taken.

Robert Donovan, pastor
Central Baptist Church
Maysville

What is Jesus’ role?

One of the most interesting com-
mentaries on the article on “The Scrip-
tures” recently adopted by the South-
ern Baptist Convention was made by
Richard Land. In a television interview
after the convention, Land said, “Jesus
came to submit Himself to the authori-
ty of Scripture.”

If by this statement Land meant that
Jesus understood His mission in terms
of the Old Testament, no one would dis-
pute that. However, if he meant that
Jesus put His authority under that of the
Old Testament, this is hard to reconcile

BAPTIST

FORUM

with the teachings of the New Testa-
ment. Jesus said, “I came not to abolish
them (the law and the prophets), but to
fulfill them” (Matthew 5:17b). By this
He meant that He would establish them
by actualizing them completely in His

teaching and His life. This sometimes

involved, as we see in the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus putting His word
above that of the Old Testament.

Furthermore, Jesus challenged those
who used the Old Testament to refuse
His claims of authority. He
said, “You search the
Scriptures;, because you
think that in them you have
eternal life; and it is they
that bear witness to Me; yet
you refuse to come to Me
that you may have life”
(John 5:39-40). The Scrip-
tures, as Paul told Timothy,
are able “to instruct you for
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus”
(2 Timothy 3:15b).

Land’s statement seems to elevate
the means of instruction above the
source of salvation. I would welcome a
clarification from him.

Joe Thomas
Owensboro

Who can forgive?

This is to address a couple of issues
mentioned on page 15 of the June 27
issue of the Western Recorder (“For-
giveness trend becomes politically,
theologically chic””). What needs to hap-
pen for forgiveness to be an option?
‘Who can do the forgiving and who can
receive the forgiveness?

Those who did the wrong should ac-
knowledge that they did the wrong, be
remorseful and change their behavior.
Determining the remorse is difficult.

Let there be you, me and any other
third party. If this third party wrongs
you, you have the option to forgive him.
However, I am not able to forgive this
third party for what he did to you. If this
third party has murdered you, it is im-
possible for any person to forgive that

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

New opportunities for ministry

It was a wonderful first-time expe-
rience last week to be the guest evange-
list at Concord Baptist Church in Owen
County Association. Concord is the first
pastorate for my son-in-law, Bartley
‘Wooten, and this was his first

ing her faith. When she could not share
verbally with students, she wrote letters.
A fellow student using drugs confessed
his faith and later entered the ministry.
Five years later a high school cheerlead-
er wrote her to thank Beth for

revival as a pastor. Bartley is
the husband of our daughter,
Beth, a special education
teacher at Buckner Elemen-
tary School in Oldham
County.

The journey to our fami-
ly’s experience began years
ago, when at age eight Beth
expressed her desire to have
a husband who would love

Bill Mackey

being a witness to her, stat-
ing she and her husband had
been saved. She asked Beth
to join her in praying for a
mutual friend to be saved.
As God was shaping the
heart of our daughter, He was
working through a godly
pastor at Indian Trail Baptist
Church in North Carolina to
help shape Bartley’s heart as

God, her and their children.
My wife, Kay, and I joined her in prayer
for her future spouse years before we
knew Bartley. God worked through a
godly youth minister at First Baptist
Church of Columbia, S.C., and her peer
accountability group to help shape her
heart for God.

Due to the support of her peer group
and youth minister, Beth became a
strong witness to her faith in Jesus

Christ. As a cheerleader in high school”

and college she had a platform for shar-

well. Bartley answered the
call to ministry, and served as an asso-
ciate pastor at White Oak Baptist
Church in Greenville, S.C., following
college graduation. Bartley and Beth
decided to attend Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, with the contin-
ued support of Pastor Mike Whitson and
Indian Trail Baptist Church.

Bartley and Beth made their deci-
sion to come to Southern Seminary be-
fore they even knew Kay and I would
be moving to Kentucky. God has been

third party because you, the victim, are
not around to do the forgiving.

So, speaking of present times, no
white people have been forgiven for sla-
very, and no black people have forgiv-
en white people (currently) because it
is an impossibility. The slaves as well
as the slave masters are all deceased. I
had read in a Louisville Courier-Jour-
nal article where a woman claimed to
have forgiven the murderer of one of
her relatives. Then she made visits to
him in a prison, fighting against the
death penalty. She was deceiving her-
self because the only person who had
an option of forgiving the murderer was
this woman’s murdered relative.

Robert Veith
Brandenburg

True worship

I wish to commend Greg Faulls on
his excellent article, “True Worship
Transcends Music Styles” in the June
27 issue. If we wish for our worship
services to reach across barriers, we
must be diverse in our methods and the
focus must be, as Faulls stated, on “‘con-
necting people to God.” People who
insist that either only “traditional”
hymns or only “contemporary” songs
belong in the modem-day church ser-
vice forget that we are called to wor-
ship God, not style.

I personally receive great joy and
encouragement from the spiritual con-
nection with early Christians when I
sing “Of the Father’s Love Begotten,”
a 13th century melody with a 4th cen-
tury text. “Lord, I Lift Your Name on
High” is no less inspiring as I seek to
worship at the dawn of the third millen-
nium. It is my hope that the church will
continue to grow in diversity as well as
unity, never forgetting the great heritage
which has been handed to our genera-
tion nor the legacy which we will give
to those who come after us. The focus
always must be bringing people into
true worship of the Father.

Tim Mitchell
Florence

S0 gracious to permit us to share anoth-
er first-time experience with them—
Bartley and Beth are expecting our first
grandchild in December. Our excite-
ment and praise to God for the opportu-
nity to be near them is hard to contain.

God clearly answered Beth’s prayer
through the life-changing influence of
Christian peers and youth leaders. God
also has answered the prayers of others
through the influence of Beth and Bar-
tley. Kay and I are grateful to God for
Bartley and Beth’s Christian convic-
tions and devotion to God.

I am sharing this to encourage pas-
tors and youth ministers to involve
youth in new opportunities to share their
faith. Eighty percent of believers make
their commitments to Jesus Christ be-
fore age 18.

One of the best opportunities is
through “ACTS Revolution,” a student-
led relational plan for youth to share
their faith with their peers. This past
year more than 400 students professed
faith in Christ through this plan. For
more information, contact Kentucky
Baptist youth consultant Randy Record
at (888) 254-5714, or e-mail at
Randy_Record @kybaptist.org.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention
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Building effort
offers creative
giving options
By Laurie Valentine

Church building campaigns can
provide a great opportunity for

making the
kind of gift
you never
would have
dreamed pos-
sible.  The
challenge is
to develop a
plan that al-
lows you to
give “above

and beyond” your tithes and offer-

ings, without feeling you have

placed yourself in a “cash crunch.”

Sam and Margaret Jones were
in just this situation recently.
Their church was in the first
phase of a “Together We Build”
program and the Joneses wanted
to do all they could to meet the
stewardship challenge presented
by the TWB committee.

As they began to prayerfully
consider what they could give,
they thought of the commercial
building they had owned for
many years. As a result of Jones’
recent retirement, he and his wife
were planning to do a lot of trav-
eling in the next few years. They
had decided to sell the building
to free him from real estate man-
agement responsibilities and pro-
vide funds for travel. Their con-
cern with this plan was the large
capital gains tax they would have
to pay on the sale of the building.

An alternative for the Joneses
would be an outright gift of a one-
tenth interest in the building to the
church for the building campaign
and a gift of the remaining nine-
tenths interest in the building to

 a Charitable Remainder Unitrust
which will pay the couple a 10
percent unitrust payment each
year for the next 10 years, with
the remainder to be distributed to
the church at the end of the 10-
year trust term.

If the building has a current
market value of $100,000, the
Joneses will be entitled to a
$10,000 charitable contribution
deduction for the one-tenth out-
right gift, a $33,000 contribution
deduction for the gift to the uni-
trust, and they avoid the capital
gains taxes they would have in-
curred if they sold the property.
Over the next 10 years, they will
receive approximately $75,000 in
payments from the unitrust.

The church receives an imme-
diate gift for the building cam-
paign of one-tenth of the sales
proceeds when the building is
sold, as well as the remainder of
the unitrust which will become an
endowment for the church build-
ing fund.

Laurie Valentine is trust counsel for
the Kentucky Baptist Foundation




OPINION

Patience, self-control among
keys to effective discipline

Q: What is appropriate discipline for a teenager? | have
heard that to spare the rod is to spoil the child, but | think
spanking a teen is inappropriate. What do you think?

First, | agree that to spank a youth is uncalled for and
ineffective. Rather than use punishment, | like to think about
discipline. Bring up children in the way of righteousness and
they will follow as they get older.

The goal is to teach them to recognize
what is unacceptable and to build self-
control to the point that they do not make
bad choices. You can do this by three
methods other than punishment.

Give praise and rewards for correct
behavior. Tell them when they are good.
Catch them being good and provide
some type of positive reinforcement.

React to positive behavior by relieving them of unpleasant
duties. For example, you might say, “You have been so good
at helping with the children at church that | will do your
chores this weekend.” Vary the approach and surprise them
with unrequested help.

Take away privileges and opportunities when they are
disobedient. Relate this to the infraction or misdeed. For
instance, if they misuse the phone, then they lose phone
privileges for a period of time.

Of course there is a time to punish them, but not with
whipping. Have them do extra work or write an essay on their
mistake.

Whatever you do, do it with patience and calm self-control.
Remember Ephesians 6:4. We are to discipline our children
. without provoking them to anger. That requires special
composure.—Wade Rowatt

Q: It seems that more and more people are living together
prior to marriage. Where can | find a thoughtful response to
this issue? I’'m trying to avoid a “knee-jerk reaction”
without just “sticking my head in the sand.”

Barbara Markey, developer of the FOCCUS premarital
inventory, gave an important keynote address to the Smart
Marriages 2000 Conference held recently in Denver. She
made the following points:

Marriage mentors should be intentional and proactive,
making the most of “teachable moments” such as when
couples come for advice or counsel. Help them identify risk
factors so they can attain confidence necessary for success.

Research indicates that one common risk factor is an
attitude of extreme individualism. Cohabitors tend to “drift”
across the line of commitment. Guide them to be more
intentional.

Bring to light any negative views of the self or partner that
are keeping them out of marriage. If they are avoiding
marriage because they view themselves or the partner as not
good marriage material, those risk factors will not simply go
away at the time of the wedding.

Spiritual practices of the couple likely will be low. Your
relationship with the couple as a Christian mentor is an
opportunity to bring them into the realm of a shared
relationship with Christ, moving toward shared spiritual
disciplines.

There is no substitute for commitment. Living together
does not in any way practice permanency. Be a model and an
encourager to these couples to bring the light of God’s
wisdom within reach. It ultimately can lead them from being
at high risk for conflict, adultery, abuse and divorce to
achieving the goal of a successful marriage.

For more information on Markey’s address, see
* www.smartmarriages.com.—dJames Stillwell
Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Susan Howell,
assistant professor of psychology at Campbellsville University; Jon
Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Mat-
thews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for

Family Forum to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Loutswlle KY 40253
or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net.

Reflections from the

There certainly are more monumental milestones in
life, such as a couple’s 50th wedding anniversary or a
local congregation’s centennial celebration. However,
the first anniversary of any major transition in life re-
mains a significant moment in time.

I marked such an occasion last week in my ministry
as editor of the Western Recorder. It seems like such a
brief time since my family and I made the transition
from Arkansas Baptist life to Kentucky Baptist service,
yet the calendar confirms a full 12 months of
life has hurtled by.

It has been a positive, productive 12
months for me—and I hope for Western Re-
corder readers. I still recall the challenge of
leaving behind the many relationships devel-
oped with Arkansas Baptists during almost
seven years of ministry there—and the task
of seeking to build similar relationships in
Kentucky. But a clear sense of God’s timing
and direction helped simplify the commitment
to serve among Kentucky Baptists.

As you would expect, Kentucky Baptists
have been extremely gracious during this year
of transition. I have had the privilege of speak-
ing in dozens of churches, associations and
convention meetings throughout the state and have en-
joyed the opportunity to become acquainted with many
Kentucky Baptists on a personal basis.

Along with building relationships, one of my prima-

‘ ry emphases has been seeking to consistently produce a

quality state Baptist paper that makes a positive differ-
ence in the lives of our readers.

As I emphasized in my inaugural editorial, my guid-
ing philosophy as a Christian journalist is: For the West-
ern Recorder to effectively serve any Kentucky Bap-
tist, it must fairly serve all Kentucky Baptists. I hope
you have found that to be true each week in the pages
of the Western Recorder as our staff publishes accu-
rate, balanced, comprehensive news and feature arti-
cles of significance to our readers.

During the past year, we have covered such diverse
topics as developments in the Kentucky Baptist Homes

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

Trennis Henderson

‘not quite’ new editor

for Children’s state contract negotiations and pending
lawsuit; Ten Commandments legislation and lawsuits;
partnership missions projects in New England, Poland
and Tanzania; and revisions to the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Baptist Faith and Message statement.
Such reporting is essential to help Kentucky Baptists
stay informed and involved in issues that impact our
churches and denomination.

Our efforts have not gone unnoticed by our peers.
The Western Recorder staff earned several
national awards this year from Baptist Com-
municators Association, including first place
among state Baptist papers. That commitment
to quality is reflected in the personal and pro-
fessional skills of each staff member. )

Also this year, I have been able to share
my heart and vision with Kentucky Baptists
each week through this editorial page. Topics
have ranged from denominational politics and
anti-gambling efforts to spiritual awakening
and racial reconciliation.

Other editorials have been more personal,
focusing on lessons learned from my dad, a
tribute to the life and ministry of long-time
editor C.R. Daley and reflections on my fam-
ily’s first excursion to the Kentucky State Fair as vol-
unteers in the state convention booth. Perhaps the most
eloquent editorial of the year was a Father’s Day col-
umn written by my 13-year-old daughter, Emily.

Each editorial is written with a specific purpose,
whether to inform Kentucky Baptists about current is-
sues, challenge readers to greater involvement in God’s
work or simply to help us know one another better.

Even-more important -than looking back, -however,
is looking ahead to what God has in store. I look for-
ward to the opportunity to continue serving Kentucky
Baptists as the Western Recorder staff responds to de-
nominational issues, societal shifts, technological ad-
vances and other challenges we can’t yet envision.

Whatever the future holds, God’s Word assures us
He is available to supply every need “according to His
glorious riches in Christ Jesus.” What more do we need?

and alldwing healing to take place; ex-

Interim offers opportunity for growth

By Norman Lytle

“Behold, I will do something new,
now it will spring forth; will you not
be aware of it?” (Isaiah 43:19)

Atany given time, one of every five
churches in Kentucky is without apas-

search by church consultants at the Al-
ban Institute. In the mid-1970s, Loren
Mead and others began researching the
possibilities of the interim time between
pastors. Largely as a result of their work,
the interim time has come to be viewed
by many congregations as an opportu-
nity for congregational renewal. It can

tor. Your church may be be an opportunity for clar-
one of them. Studies indi- ification and growth in the
cate the average time be- life of a congregation.
tween pastors is 15 to 18 < Mead writes, “No mo-
months. These figures - L ment. .. is as pregnant with
point out that the periods possibilities for a congre-
of time when churches are 5“ Issuas gation as the moment of
:/hlitll;g:et sliaglslti%?al.nltf.:ader- FOR THE NEW Chalggiunatcly, there are

The departure of the MILLENNIUM increasing options for
pastor produces a sense of churches to take full ad-

loss, with accompanying anxieties for
the ongoing ministries of the church.
Strong emotions of anger, guilt, blame
or relief and joy may surface, depend-
ing upon the circumstances of the de-
parture. As a result of such anxieties,
the interim period between pastors of-
ten is viewed as an awkward, unproduc-
tive time during which attendance,
membership and offerings decrease.
Consequently, there often is the desire
to return as quickly as possible to “nor-
mal” by rushing to call a new pastor.
A more positive approach to the in-
terim period has emerged in recent de-
cades, growing out of studies and re-

vantage of the interim period. The use
of supply ministers or interim pastors
are time-honored methods which have
blessed and strengthened many church-
es during their transition between pas-
tors. In recent years additional options
have become available: the intentional
interim minister; and the interim con-
sultant.

The intentional interim ministry is a
six- to 18-month process a church can
use to improve the church’s health in
the interim between pastors. The heart
of the process is five developmental
tasks through which the congregation is
guided: coming to terms with history

amining leadership and organizational
needs; clarifying mainstream doctrinal
and theological beliefs; developing a
new-sense of identity and vision and
redefining the sense of purpose; and
commitment to new leadership.

Among Southern Baptists, intention-
al interim ministries have been pio-
neered by the Center for Congregation-
al Health in Winston-Salem, N.C. A
ministry of the School of Pastoral Care
atNorth Carolina Baptist Hospital, and
the Baptist General Convention of
North Carolina, the center provides ad-
vanced training in interim ministry and
intentional interim ministry. The center |
also provides resources and services to
help congregations in transition become
healthier communities of faith.

The words of Isaiah are relevant to
congregations in transition between pas-
tors, which also can experience God’s
renewal springing forth in their midst—
if they will be aware. The intentional
interim ministry provides skilled lead-
ership to heighten that awareness.

Churches or pastors interested in in-
terim or intentional interim ministries
may obtain further information from
David Odom, director of the Center for
Congregational Health, Medical Center
Blvd., Winston-Salem, NC 27157-
1098; phone: (336) 716-9722; e-mail:
dmhall@bgsm.edu.

Norman Lytle is a retired Southern Bap-
tist missionary to Israel and Russia
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Cuban Baptists hold first public rallies in 40 years

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

HAVANA—Celebrating their first
public evangelistic rallies in more than
40 years, Cuban Baptists packed into
two evening services held in conjunc-
tion with the July 3-8 Baptist World
Alliance General Council meeting in
Havana.

“This is an historic event for the
Cuban people,” declared Victor
Gonzales, general secretary of the
Baptist Convention of Western
Cuba. “This is the first time that all
the Cuban pastors, seminarians and
missionaries are together in one
meeting. It is the first time we have
celebrated open meetings since rev-
olution times in the past 41 years.”

Baptists in Cuba are organized
into four conventions with a total of
418 churches and 901 mission sites.
With approximately 38,000 baptized
believers, Baptists are the largest
evangelical group in Cuba.

The two rallies, held at “Kid
Chocolate” Sports Arena in Havana,
attracted up to 3,000 people each
evening. The events featured a vari-
ety of Cuban musical groups, pag-

eantry and sermons by BWA Presi-.

dent Billy Kim of Korea and imme-
diate past BWA President Nilson

Fanini of Brazil. General Council
members also spoke in 40 evange-
listic services held in area churches.

“It’s an impact in all of Cuba, es-
pecially the people of Havana, to
know that all Cuban Baptists are
working to win Cuba for Christ,”
Gonzales noted. “I praise the Lord
that this has been a great, great
dream come true.”

BWA General Secretary Denton
Lotz said the organization’s meeting
in Cuba has helped strengthen
“bonds of friendship, partnership
and fellowship.”

“We have come to listen to our
brothers and sisters in Cuba,” he
added. “We’ve come to give solidar-
ity to our brothers and sisters here
and we have come to worship w1th
them.”

Kim said the gathermg of 400 in-
ternational participants from 60 coun-
tries will “help Cuban Baptists
strengthen their profile among their
people because they have been under
less freedom for the past 40 years.”

Theo Angelov, general secretary of
the European Baptist Federation in
Sofia, Bulgaria, compared Cuba’s po-
litical and economic conditions to life
in Bulgaria before the fall of commu-
nism a decade ago.

“Coming from such a country

which was 50 years under commu-
nism, I am aware of the significance
of such a gathering for the people of
Cuba,” Angelov noted. He said the
recent meeting was “a symbol of
change, unity and of hope for the fu-
ture.”

Citing gradual changes in Cuba
since the collapse of the former Sovi-
et Union in 1991, Angelov added,
“Cuba cannot survive alone so chang-
es are inevitable. The problem will be
what will happen.

“From our experience in Europe,
freedom does not always bring better
times but changes for which we are
not prepared. I'm concerned for the
future in Cuba as well as countries in
Eastern Europe and many others.”

Alexander Kozynko, president of
Moscow Theological Seminary, said
the BWA events provided “another
step in recognition for Cuban Bap-
tists.”

“It is a good witness for society
here that Baptists around the world are
behind Cuban Baptists and are sup-
porting them,” Kozynko said. “We are
one family.”

“For Cuban Baptists, this meeting
has been a tremendous blessing,”
Gonzales remarked. “It is the Lord
opening the doors in Cuba. The only
answer for Cuba is Jesus Christ.”

2000 KBC
Annual Meeting

November 14-15, 2000

First Baptist Church

621 East 12th Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Messengers are responsible for making their own
reservations. Kentucky Baptist Convention must be mentioned
and reservation deadlines met to receive blocked room rates.

Non-smoking rooms were blocked whenever possible.

mc For more information, contact

~ xenrucky sapmistcowvention  Denise Withers by phone at
502.245.4101 X212 or e-mail at Denise_ Withers @kybaptist.org
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o into 12th Street. After
N 03 FHFy)  crossing Park Street, the
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®
Accommodations
The following fBbW[g’ng’ Green facilities are on
Scottsville Road (or near Scottsville Road on
intersecting sireets), accessible from Exit 22 off |-65.
All rafes listed ’are subjecr to 10.24% hotel tax.

Buymom lnn & Suites W
165 Three Springs Road * 270.843. 3200
Reservation Deadline: November |

Rate: 548 (double or king/1-4 persons)
_Complimentary continental breakfast

, QHumplon Inn P
233 Three Springs Road * 270.842./ 100
Resewanon Deadline: Novanbe_ B

Rate: SS?_(doubIe/ I- 4 persons)
On-site restaurant

. “Cancellations afier November 5 are: sub
O University Plaza
: IOZI Wilkinson Trace

Rate: 565 (double ol
Breakfast available at cost:
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SearchLight leads hundreds mchlcago to Christ |

By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

CHICAGO (BP)—A group of
young men near Chicago’s Grace Place
told lay evangelist Travis Johnson of
San Antonio, Texas, they were afraid
to come to a block party at the ministry
center July 8.

“They said the guys on Rockwell
(Street) are shooting people,” Johnson
said, referring to the penalty for intru-
sion onto another gang’s turf in an area
that has become known throughout the
city for its street violence.

But for several hours on July 8,
Grace Place’s small fenced parking lot
in Chicago’s Humboldt Park neighbor-
hood became an oasis of hope for about
400 children and adults. There was
food, Christian entertainment and a con-
stant witness to the life-changing pow-
er of Christ. By the end of the day, more
than 140 people had responded with a
prayer of commitment to accept Christ
as Lord of their lives.

That, in microcosm, was the spirit
of SearchLight—a one-day effort that
was one of the centerpieces of South-
ern Baptists’ Strategic Focus Cities
evangelism and church planting empha-
sis in Chicago.

There were more than just block
parties, of course. Volunteers assisted
local churches with door-to-door visi-
tation, shared their faith on beaches,
parks and city streets, distributed cop-
ies of the evangelistic booklet “The
Book of Hope,” and joined in a joint
“Festival of Hope” on the lakefront at
the end of the day.

Ultimately, more than 1,150 people
made personal professions of faith—
including about 250 who accepted
Christ at a July 11 evangelistic concert
hosted by 26 Korean churches. More
than 1,800 people attended the concert,
featuring Korean recording artist Seung
Jun Yoo.

Thousands more across the city were
introduced to more than 110 churches
that participated in SearchLight. More
than 103,000 copies of evangelistic
materials were distributed, and more
than 31,000 face-to-face evangelistic
conversations took place.

“I’m gloriously exhausted,” said
SearchLight Coordinator Phil Miglio-
ratti, taking a break during a contempo-
rary Christian concert on the shore of
Lake Michigan that closed out the day’s
activities.

The approximately 2,934 volunteers
from outside the area was significantly

lower than earlier goals of up to
100,000, but involvement of local
Southern Baptist and evangelical

churches boosted the number of volun-

teers to an estimated 5,271.

Strategic Focus Cities—which con-
tinues through the end of the year in
both Chicago and Phoenix—is an evan-
gelistic and church starting effort of the
Southern Baptist North American Mis-
sion Board in cooperation with local
churches and associations in two major
cities each year.

The day of SearchLight began at
Chicago’s Montrose Beach, where sev-
eral local churches hosted a joint bap-
tism service in Lake Michigan. After a
worship service on the beach, Brian
Bakke of Uptown Baptist Church in
Chicago led the group of new Christians
into the lake for the baptism as the
crowd watched several hundred feet
away on the shore. Afterward, volun-
teers distributed Frisbee-style flying
discs imprinted with the gospel.

Geno Miller, a member of Uptown
Baptist Church, was quick to slip into
Spanish when speaking about Christ
with the largely Hispanic families on the
beach. He said he is trying to learn the
language to be more effective in reach-
ing his community. “It’s amazing to see
the expression on the people’s face
when you speak their language,” he
said.

At the Grace Place block party, one
of those accepting Christ was James
Wilson, a man who had come by about
a week earlier looking for work and had
spent the week working alongside vol-
unteers. Saturday afternoon, he said he
wanted what they had.

“Since I've been working and meet-
ing all these Christians, I just felt that
this is where I needed to be. And I'm
not ashamed of it,” said Wilson, who
later brought his sister and a friend to
the block party.

Grace Place itself is a product of the
Strategic Focus Cities effort, which pro-
vided stipend funding for center direc-
tor Tammy Addington to move into the
association-owned building this past
April to start developing the ministry
center.

“The reason we’re here is to win
people to Jesus,” Addington said. “We
want people to have personal relation-
ships with God and to be able to grow
in that relationship by being part of the
church.”

About 100 volunteers who met at the
Household of Faith Christian Assembly
in the southern suburb of Markham

were greeted with a “Welcome to
Macedonia” by pastor Lawrence
Haskin.

Members of Household of Faith and
neighboring Bel-Aire Baptist Church
joined about 35 volunteers from Chica-
go’s New Moming Star Baptist Church
and 40 volunteers from Michigan in
going door-to-door distributing “The
Book of Hope,” a gospel presentation
including passages of Scripture from
throughout the Bible.

*“This is the greatest time in the his-
tory of the church since the Book of

Acts,” Haskin said. In 22 years of min-
istry, Haskin said this is the first time
he’s witnessed blacks, whites and His-
panics “going out hand in hand sharing
the gospel.”

“Just seeing the body of Christ com-
ing together like this is fantastic,” he
said.

In late afternoon, participants cele-
brated with a “Festival of Hope” ser-
vice of praise and prayer—including a
“Concert of Prayer” lifting up the city
of Chicago and its people. Throughout
the event, volunteers talked with pass-
ersby about Christ and why they were
there.

The relatively low number of vol-
unteers dissipated a concern by Chica-
go religious leaders about the Southern
Baptist effort having the potential to
spawn “hate crimes” against other reli-
gious groups.

“They felt like what we were doing
was not threatening to their communi-
ties, and they’ ve stated that publicly, so
we really haven’t heard much about it,”
said Jim Queen, director of missions for
Chicago Metropolitan Baptist Associa-
tion.

Queen said one of the key rabbis
opposing SearchLight—wholivesina
high-rise apartment building overlook-
ing the Festival of Hope site—came by
the event and personally wished the
group well.

SPREADING LIGHT More
than 5,000 Southern
Baptist volunteers gathered
in Chicago July 8 for
SearchLight ministry
efforts. M Above: Brian
Bakke of Chicago’s Uptown
Baptist Church prays with a
group of new Ghristians
who were baptized in Lake
Michigan as part of the
evangelistic emphasis.

M Left: John Rath, a
member of Armitage
Baptist Church in Chicago,
hands out gospel tracts to
children after illustrating
the gospel with paint and
paper during a block party.
(BP photos by James
Dotson)
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Church lay leaders committed, unorthodox

VENTURA, Calif. (RNS)—A study
of church lay leaders finds they are
more committed to religious activities
than other churchgoers but are often at
odds with orthodox biblical understand-
ings.

The Barna Research Group study
found that church leaders were more
than twice as likely as others to attend
church services and more than four
times as likely as others to volunteer,
attend Sunday school and take part in a
faith-related small group during a typi-
cal week. These leaders also were more
likely than other churchgoers to pray or
have a personal devotional time during
the week.

Researchers found that 96 percent of
lay leaders donated money to their
church in the past year, compared to 48

percent of other adults. Leaders also
were much more likely than others to
have shared their Christian faith with
others in the past year.

But the survey also found 58 percent
of church leaders thought the Bible
teaches “God helps those who help
themselves,” a saying often attributed
to Benjamin Franklin but dating to Ae-
schylus, a Greek writer of tragedies who
lived more than 2,400 years ago.

It also found that 43 percent of lay
leaders do not believe in the existence
of the Holy Spirit and 39 percent
claimed not to believe Satan exists.
Thirty-three percent of lay leaders sur-
veyed said Jesus Christ never had a
physical resurrection.

Nine out of 10 church leaders sur-
veyed described themselves as “abso-

lutely committed” to the Christian faith,
more than double the percentage that
affirmed such a commitment among
those who weren’t leaders.

Fifty-three percent of church lead-
ers believe there are absolute moral
truths, compared to 36 percent of non-
leaders.

“When only half of the leaders be-
lieve that moral truth is absolute, then
that creates challenges within the body
of believers,” said George Barna, pres-
ident of the marketing research compa-
ny. “When leaders are indistinguishable
from others in their beliefs about the
resurrection, with one-third of the lead-
ers denying Jesus’ physical resurrection,
confusion and doubt will prevail.”

The survey has a margin of error of
plus or minus 3 percentage points.

Coalition pledges to help rebuild marriage culture

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Pledging
to “rebuild the shattered dream of last-
ing love,” more than 100 scholars and
religious and civic leaders released a
report June 29 calling on the nation to
rebuild a “marriage culture.”

“Make supporting marriage—not
just neutrality—the goal,” the Coalition
for Marriage, Family and Couples Ed-
ucation urged in its 35-page report.
“Healthy marriages benefit the whole
community. Conversely, when marriag-
es fail, huge personal and public costs
are generated.”

The report advocated making di-
vorces more difficult to obtain, and
urged courts to “find innovative ways

to give legal weight to the marriage
vow”’ such as revising no-fault divorce
laws and adopting longer divorce wait-
ing periods.

Counselors, lawyers, friends, rela-
tives and the faith community share a
responsibility to “respect the special sta-
tus of marriage,” the report said, advis-
ing policymakers “not to extend the
benefits of marriage to couples who
could marry but choose not to.”

The report also asked that policy-
makers “not discourage marital inter-
dependence by penalizing unpaid work
in homes and communities.”

Such a report could never have been
released a few years ago, said Diane

Sollee, director of the group that re-
leased the report. “It was still political-
ly incorrect to say you were for mar-
riage, because it was thought that meant
you were against some other family
form,” she told USA Today.

Among those unconvinced the re-
port is on the right track is Mike Bow-
ers, executive director of the American
Association for Marriage and Family.
He said he found it “hard to argue with
the basic premise of the marriage move-
ment” but “the devil is in the details.”

A scalpel is needed for the delicate
work of fine-tuning marriages, he said.
“When you change laws (such as no-
fault divorce) you use a club,” he said.

Study finds rural churches are a lot heartier than some people expected

By Hillary Wicai
Religion News Service

COLUMBIA, Mo. (RNS)—Sociologist
Lynne Isaacson studies churches. She
notes that at most scientific conferences
about organized religion there is not much
said about rural churches. She guesses
most people feel there’s not much to talk
about.

For years many people have predicted
small country churches would disappear.
Much of rural America has. In the past 50
years country schools have consolidated,
corporate agriculture has taken the place of
family farms and Wal-Marts have replaced
most mom-and-pop shops.

. Butaccording to a new sociological
study coordinated by Isaacson, the rural
church not only remains stable but also, in
some cases, is growing.

“The church is often the only institution
that hasn’t been taken over by outside
forces,” Isaacson said.

Isaacson and researchers at the
University of Missouri-Columbia teamed up
with the Missouri School of Religion-Center
for Rural Ministry to survey 420 rural
churches in Missouri. The university first
conducted a similar survey of about 500
churches in 99 Missouri townships in
1952. It’s been conducted nearly every
15 years since.

In the 1950s researchers wanted to
identify ways to modernize rural churches.
Today the survey seeks to help rural

churches survive.

“We wanted to look at how rural
congregations have responded to change
in rural areas, to identify marks of church
viability and to identify special concerns or
challenges that face rural churches and
rural ministers,” Isaacson explained. The
goal is to share the conclusions with
denominational leaders through
workshops.

The study was funded by a $347,000
grant from the Lilly Endowment Inc., a
private philanthropic foundation that
encourages the study of religion. The grant
includes the cost of four workshops.
Isaacson said ultimately the study hopes to
bridge the gap some rural congregations
and ministers feel exists between their
small churches and the farge
denominations to which they may belong.

Parker Rossman retired from campus
ministry and was called to Dixie Christian
Church in Calloway County, Mo. He shares
the post with another retired pastor. He
believes that as the only institution left in
the area, the church’s role is much
different than it used to be. For example,
his church hosts more community
functions, like elections, than it used to.

“More people go in and out of our
church than ever actually attend services,”
Rossman said. Dixie members now believe
one of their chief missions is to foster “that
old kind of neighborliness,” Rossman said.

Isaacson said even in rural areas with
declining populations, the majority of
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congregations either have a stable
membership or have grown since they
were last measured in 1982. The study
concludes that the average congregation
size is 145 members on the rolls with
about 73 active members, nearly the same
numbers as 1982.

There is no one model of success, but
in general most rural churches, even the
smallest, have increased their social
services in their communities. “In some
poorer townships, the church is called
upon to provide a number of services
because there are no other community
institutions,” Isaacson said.

Isaacson fondly recalled one group she
interviewed. The congregation has
dwindled to only half-a-dozen devoted
senior women. They told Isaacson that
their denomination suggested they close

~ their church, but the women refused. They

continue to meet weekly. When a visiting
minister can’t preach, the women gather at
church to watch inspirational videos and
pray. They regularly collect money and
contribute it to local families in need.

“How do you measure spiritual
viability?” Isaacson wondered. “That
church is viable for them, and for the
families they help.”

Nearly every church in the sample has
some sort of food pantry and is known
throughout its community as a place to go
for help. Many of the pantries are run by
alliances set up by several rural churches.

Many of the churches have a

transportation ministry or a van they use to
shuttle people to and from church. Some
minister to a growing Hispanic community
of farm workers.

“In rural areas it's OK to be small,” said
Jere Gilles, the project’s coordinator and an
associate professor of rural sociology at the
University of Missouri. “Being small is not
an indicator of being in trouble. Small
churches may be more fragile, but they are
not any less successful.”

Rossman said the study will
demonstrate the vitality of small
congregations in American culture.

“The value of small, family-style
churches has been overlooked,” he said.

This doesn’t mean rural churches don’t
struggle with myriad problems. Rural
congregations are aging and they worry
about keeping their young people in the
area. It's often difficult for them to afford a
full-time minister, and the turnover rate for
ministers is high. Not only do nearly half of
the ministers in the survey hold another
job, but so do their spouses. That leads to a
huge time crunch.

“Some ministers are working 80-hour
weeks,” Isaacson said. “That makes it
difficult to attend any seminar or workshop
on, say, ‘How to Improve Your Rural
Church.”

The study will be finished by September
and final results will be available by the end
of the year. Two books are planned: one for
ministers and their faith communities and
one for an academic audience.
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Some groups take issue with SBC over women pastors

LONG BEACH, Calif. (RNS)—
Less than a month after Southern Bap-
tist messengers voted that the pastor-
ate should be limited to men, Presby-
terian, Pentecostal and Episcopal lead-
ers have voiced support for women
pastors.

During its annual meeting in Cali-
fornia last month, the Presbyterian
Church (USA) passed a resolution that
expressed “respectfully and publicly its
Christian concern for and solidarity with
women who are being denied the exer-
cise of their pastoral gifts.”

The resolution, however, made no
direct reference to the Southern Baptist
Convention,; all direct references in the
original resolution were deleted by a
church committee.

The resolution had specifically
named the 15.8 million-member South-
ern Baptist Convention, which earlier
in June revised its statement of faith, the
“Baptist Faith and Message,” to state the
role of pastor should be limited to men.

Presbyterian committee members
also deleted a section of the resolution
inviting women in the Southern Baptist
Convention to become Presbyterian
ministers, and encouraging local pres-
byteries to “consider such candidates for
ordination in light of our oneness in
Christ, despite the significant differenc-

es in our traditions of biblical interpre-
tation and freedom of theological ex-
pression.”

The Presbyterian Church (USA) has
ordained women as ministers since the
mid-1950s. The resolution expressed
the church’s desire that other Christian
denominations would open their pulpits
to women.

“We are saddened by the continu-
ing reality that other faith traditions do
not hold the same beliefs about God’s
call to women and men for ministry and
leadership,” the resolution stated. “Even
though our noble words do not always
meet the realities that exist for women
and men in ministry in the Presbyterian
Church (USA), we continue to struggle
to live out our own commitment to
equality.” ;

In New Orleans last week, Pentecos-
tal Bishop Paul Morton called on fel-
low Pentecostals to ensure their church-
es’ leadership roles remain open to
women. He suggested that Southern
Baptists might one day have to apolo-
gize for their defense of an all-male cler-
gy, as they did five years ago for the
historic racial segregation of their con-
gregations. .

Morton is leader of the Full Gospel
Baptist Church Fellowship, a predomi-
nantly African-American fellowship

consisting largely of former traditional
Baptist churches that adopted Pentecos-
tal-style worship and theology without
formally severing their Baptist ties.

The fellowship claims churches in
45 states, an estimated 1 million mem-
bers and a hierarchy of hundreds of
bishops and fellowship pastors.

The crowd included a dozen or more
women pastors and assistant pastors
who work in Full Gospel Fellowship
churches.

Women frequently preach in Pente-
costal pulpits, and Morton’s wife, De-
bra, is co-pastor with him of the 20,000-
member church they serve in New Or-
leans.

Morton urged fellow pastors to keep

‘their churches opén to the preaching and

leadership skills of women.

Noting the recent SBC statement,
Morton criticized churches “run as so-
cial clubs” by men. He quoted Galatians
3:28, “There is neither Jew nor Greek,
slave nor free, male nor female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus.”

“We have made ourselves into little
gods and placed (women) where we
want them to be,” said Morton.

Noting that in 1995 the predomi-
nantly white Southern Baptist Conven-
tion formally apologized to African-
Americans for its support of slavery and

opposition to civil rights in the 1950s
and 1960s, “sooner or later that denom-
ination is going to have to apologize to
women,” Morton said.

In Denver last week, the Episcopal
Church took the first step to reprimand
three conservative dioceses that refuse
to allow women as pastors, 24 years
after the church approved women’s or-
dination.

The dioceses of Fort Worth, Texas,
Quincy, I, and San Joaquin, Calif,,
have refused to obey church law allow-
ing women to be ordained. While San
Joaquin has moved toward the ordina-
tion of women, leaders in Fort Worth
and Quincy say their theology compels
them to restrict the priesthood to men.

A resolution overwhelmingly passed
in the church’s House of Deputies—
comprised of 832 clergy and lay mem-
bers—criticizes the resistance in Quin-
cy and Fort Worth and sets up a task
force to push the two dioceses into com-
pliance.

For many in the Episcopal Church,
women’s ordination is a non-issue after
the church approved women clergy in
1976 and ordained its first woman bish-
op in 1988. But for the most conserva-
tive pockets of the liberal-leaning
church, women’s ordination boils down
to a power struggle.

Preshyterian
committee
members deleted
a section of the
resolution inviting
women in the
Southern Baptist
Convention to
become
Preshyterian
ministers.

by -

For more information phone
502/254-4731 or toll free 888/254-5713

To volunteer or register over the internet, log on to
www.kybaptist.org/operationcooperation.htm

OPERATION:
COOPE

Operation Cooperation
is an exciting way for Kentucky
Baptists to celebrate the seventy-fifth
anniversary of the Cooperative Program
through simultaneous blood drives and
promotional fun runs in over thirty cities
statewide. The Cooperative Program is the
lifeblood of Kentucky Baptist missions
and ministry, so giving blood is a GA
concrete, hands-on way to be
involved in missions and send a
positive message that
Baptists care.

pTION

Operation. Cooperation will take
place during a two-week period

Cities that have already

Alexandria
Ashland
Bardstown
Bowling Green
Burlington
Campbellsville
Elizabethtown
Erlanger
Fountain Run
Frankfort
Glasgow

) Grayson
Hazard
Hardinsburg
Henderson
' Highland Heights
Hopkinsville

between September 10-23, 2000.

committed to host

Operation Cooperation events are:

Lexington
London
Louisa
Louisville
Madisonville
Mayfield
Middlesboro
Morehead
Morganfield
Murray
Owenshoro
Paducah
Paintsville
Pikeville
Prestonsburg
Richmond
Somerset

Williamsburg

The exact date and site of related activities will
be determined by coordinators in each host city.
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Sewing class sows gospel in Zimbabwe

By Sue Sprenkle
SBC International Mission Board

EPWORTH, Zimbabwe (BP)—Be-
hind the stalks of corn, laughter erupts,
followed by chatter.

In a small clearing in front of a plas-
ter-covered mud-brick home sit 90
women. Some sit on the ground piec-
ing together a skirt, while others work
diligently on a hand-cranked sewing
machine.

Epworth, Zimbabwe, might not have
electricity, but the sparks ignited by a
monthly sewing class have been enough
to set a local church on fire for God.

The class started 15 months ago as a
way to bring people to the local church.
The pastor’s wife, Auxillia Ncube, en-
visioned something that could be done
outside of the church that wasn’t a tra-
ditional church meeting.

Southern Baptist missionary Kim
Davis suggested a crafts class with an
emphasis on “storying” the Bible, tell-
ing stories from the Bible in chronolog-
ical order. Davis and fellow missionary
Amy Fike joined Ncube in teaching
Bible stories and sewing techniques.

The class started off small, with only
six women. Now, it has grown to 90
women, most of whom have made a
profession of faith and been baptized.

“About 70 of these women have
come to Christ, some actually at the
sewing class but most through attend-
ing the Baptist church they started go-
ing to as a result of the sewing minis-
try,” Davis said. “We never advertised
the class. The women were invited by
other women who attended the class.”

Deaf ministry

Recently Laurie Valentine, our
trust attorney, and I led a Christian
estate planning seminar for members
of Louisville Baptist Deaf Church. It
was a first-of-its-kind experience for
Laurie and me. And what an inspir-
ing and enriching experience it was!

Following a time of fellowship
and lunch, we conducted the seminar
with the able assistance of two inter-

change peoples’ lives for Jesus’ sake
through language missions.

We appreciated pastor Tim Bend-
er giving us this opportunity. We
want other language groups to call
upon us as well. Tim also serves
through the KBC extension-minis-
tries department as consultant for
ministry with deaf people. He initiat-
ed a new ministry to empower both

she normally uses.

The participants were most under-
standing and affirming of our first-
ever seminar to a deaf group. It was
truly a mutually beneficial experience
for us and for the participants. When
Laurie and I left the church that day,
we agreed to prepare for even great-
er service to the various language
groups in Kentucky Baptist life, in-
cluding the deaf community, and to
help increase awareness among all
Kentucky Baptists of the ministry and
financial support opportunities to

preters, who alternated the deaf leaders and churches
interpreting responsibility F'(I V¥ (1[H'4 ¢ through the creation of the
throughout the seminar. BAPTIST Deaf Ministry Training
The unusual communica- Center, a seminary exten-
tion challenge for me was FOUNDATION sion “‘on wheels.” This and
to speak to a group of peo- other KBC-sponsored eth-
ple who were not looking nic and language missions
at me. They were looking deserve the prayers and fi-
at the interpreter. The even nancial support of Ken-
greater communication tucky Baptists.

challenge for Laurie was Let me suggest you use
to substitute words and Language Missions Sun-
expressions the interpret- day, Aug. 6, to consider
ers could use in sign lan- Barry Allen prayerfully how you can
guage for the legal words become involved person-

ally and financially in one or more of
these special ministries. For informa-
tion call extension-ministries director
Tony Hough toll-free at (888) 254-
5725. For information about estab-
lishing an endowment or trust fund
that would provide perpetual finan-
cial assistance for these and other
ministries, call Laurie Valentine or
me at our toll-free number.

Rarry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701

Several Woman'’s Missionary Union
groups in the United States learned
about the sewing classes and donated
200 sewing kits. Before receiving a kit,
a woman must attend the sewing class,
make a sewing bag and attend the Bap-
tist church for six consecutive weeks.
More than 100 women have met the
requirements to earn a kit.

Eight hundred yards of fabric was
donated by Springs Industry in South
Carolina. And donations from Baptists
in the United States and from the Dip-
lomatic Wives Association in Harare,
Zimbabwe, helped buy 13 hand-crank
sewing machines, 12 stools and several
portable tables. The women are contrib-
uting to the resources by selling enough
items to make the class self-supporting.

Davis points out that while the wom-
en are learning skills that will help pro-
vide for their families, the most impor-
tant thing is for them to hear about
Christ and become a Christian disciple.

“As aresult of the sewing ministry
and the pastor’s hard work of follow-
ing up, the church has grown from a
handful to more than 200 people,”
Davis said. “It has also spun off to an-
other preaching point where about 90
people attend.”

The urgency about spreading the
good news of salvation in Jesus is
heightened by the AIDS crisis in the
country, Davis said.

“Reaching the women in the class is
critical since so many of them are HIV
positive,” she said. Eight women in the
class have died from AIDS this year.
Each week, 1,700 people die from
AIDS in the country.

Political turmoil in the country as
recent elections approached also ham-
pered the outreach, Davis said. Classes
had to be canceled, and people in the
community were intimidated political-
ly. She asked Southern Baptists to pray
for Christians and other people in Zim-
babwe.

As word of the sewing class spread
throughout the community, so did the
Bible stories. One woman summoned
Davis and Ncube to her home, saying
she wanted them to tell her the truth.

Another woman walked past the
sewing group one day and stopped. She
had just lost her baby due to advice from
the local witchdoctor.

Her baby had been born on the one-
year anniversary of her great grand-
mother’s death, when her people be-
lieve the ancestor’s spirit comes back
to inhabit someone or something. The
witchdoctor counseled the young moth-
er to not feed her new baby for two
weeks so the grandmother’s spirit could
decide whether the baby should live.

“This woman came to our class in
great heaviness and grief,” Davis said.
“The new Christians ministered to her,
and through the Baptist church she be-
came a believer. She was released from
the oppression of the ancestral spirits
she had been taught to worship.”

Davis said this woman represented
the bondage Satan has over many of the
people in Epworth and how Christ can
dispel the darkness that binds them.

“Death is a major issue these people
face daily,” Davis said. “This woman
found that the truth indeed sets one
free.”

Dr. Thom Rainer, Dean
Billy Graham School

payment plan is also available.

Church Consultation track.

Here’s a D.Min. in
Evangelism and Church Growth
that fits your ministry schedule!

The Billy Graham School of Missions,
Evangelism and Church Growth now offers
a Doctor of Ministry in Evangelism and
Church Growth that is...

Practical: Seminars and study focus on
“real-life” church and leadership issues.

Convenient: Each seminar meets for one
week. Only four-and-one-half weeks of on-
campus time are expected over the three-
year degree program.

Balanced: The disciplines of evangelism
and church growth are each examined biblically, theologically,
historically and methodologically throughout the program.

Relevant: Faculty members, including Dean Thom Rainer and
Timothy Beougher, have served as leaders in growing churches.

Affordable: The cost is reasonable, and a convenient monthly

Two Tracks of Study: Pastor/Church Staff Leadership track and

“The instruction is excellent and practical, and the camaraderie
I've developed with both cohorts and professors will last a lifetime.
I strongly recommend the Graham School program at Southern
Seminary to all who are considering a doctor of ministry degree.”

_ Joseph Vest - Burgin Baptist Church, Burgin, KY

Join us in this challenging program. Applicants are now being
accepted for the January 2001 class.

m_n

.l The Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary

2825 Lexington Road ¢ Louisville, Kentucky 40280
1 800 626-5525, ext. 4108 © Visit us on the web: www.sbts.edu
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church'ministries respond to AIDS crisis in Africa

By Shelvia Dancy
Religion News Service

NEW YORK (RNS)—In the de-
cade or so since AIDS emerged as an
epidemic in Africa, the deadly disease
has devoured approximately 19 mil-
- lion lives worldwide and is expected

to slice life expectancy to as low as
30 years in some African nations.

As skyrocketing infection rates
promise more to come, faith-based re-
lief agencies have enlisted a new ally
in their own battle with the viral mon-
ster: African churches.

Any real dent in the AIDS epidem-
ic cannot be made without the help of

_ African churches, said Debbie Dortz-
bach, director of an HIV/AIDS pre-
vention program in Africa run by
World Relief, the international aid arm

- of the National Association of Evan-

gelicals.

“The church is already established
in the community. It is usually well-
respected, and it has a ready audi-
ence,” said Dortzbach. She is one of
several World Relief staffers who at-
tended the recent 13th International
AIDS Conference in Durban, South
Africa

“When churches use their position
in the community to distribute accu-
rate information, they can sometimes
be more effective than clinics and oth-
er health institutions, which are so
busy with so many numbers of pa-
tients that they don’t really have the
time to sit down and counsel very of-
ten,” she said.

Ann Doherty, director of program-
ming for Catholic Medical Mission
Board, said the not-for-profit charity is

gearing up to launch its own AIDS/HIV

counseling program on the continent
this fall.

"“In my experience I’ve found that
really it is the church that has been tak-
ing care of the dying and even making
some attempt at HIV/AIDS preven-
tion,” she said.

“And it is the churches who come
forward to take care of orphans of AIDS
victims,” Doherty said. “The churches
have been there all along, so it only
makes sense to work together.”

Churches also play a large role in
encouraging responsible personal be-
havior, said Dortzbach, and can offer a
spiritual context for prevention messag-
es in secular campaigns.

“Messages about abstinence and
faithfulness are out there, but it is the
church that can really illustrate and ad-
dress those issues most effectively.”
Dortzbach said. “The church gives the
necessary context about faithfulness and
abstinence until marriage.”

In Rwanda, World Relief has
teamed up with churches to distribute
about 2,000 manuals for people who
provide home care to people infected
with the virus. The manual will be
adapted for use in other countries in-
cluding Malawi, Mozambique and
South Africa.

In countries where African church-
es have collaborated with local govern-
ments and non-governmental organiza-
tions to stop the spread of AIDS, infec-

tion rates have decreased, said Dortz-
bach, citing Uganda as an example.
“In Uganda, the church has been in-
volved from the very beginning and it
has paid off,” said Dortzbach. “The

church has partnered with all sectors of

society, and together they have lowered
the prevalence of AIDS in that country.
Now I think there’s a real commitment
on the part of governments to see the
church involved more. Uganda is con-
sidered a success story.”

On a continent where an estimated
5,500 people die of AIDS every day, the
African church’s role in HIV/AIDS pre-
vention cannot be ignored, said Clive
Calver, president of World Relief.

“This is the biggest epidemic to hit
this world since the black plague dur-
ing the Middle Ages,” said Calver, who
has personally visited Ethiopia, Kenya
and Sudan to work on HIV/AIDS pre-
vention programs in those countries.
“We’ve got to do something, and we’ve
got todo it now.”

The most recent figures released by
the United Nations Program on HIV/
AIDS sketches a dismal portrait of the
continent’s future. Of the 35 million
people worldwide infected with the
HIV virus, an estimated 60 percent—
24.5 million—live in Africa.

For years the majority of churches
in Africa remained on the sidelines as
the AIDS epidemic mushroomed, hesi-
tant to tackle a subject that required
frank talk about human sexuality and
other subjects long considered taboo in
the religious community, Dortzbach
said.

“I also think churches sometimes
have chosen not to be aware of AIDS—
there’s been sort of a self-righteous at-
titude that this can’t be in our church,
and that’s true in the United States as
well,” she added. “But now the epidem-
ic has grown so much the church is fi-
nally realizing it’s something we can’t
ignore.” -

Calver agreed.

“Church leaders in Africahave been
coming to a growing recognition of the
AIDS dilemma, and now they’re wak-
ing up to the problem,” he said. “Now
they desperately need the resources to
fight it.”

That’s where faith-based relief or-
ganizations step in to help, said Dortz-
bach. “Our work is set out for us, but
the church is the institution that will be
there for the long haul. The church is
God’s instrument in a crisis like this. We
have no choice but to help.”

A busy summer
By Robert Dunston

Most of Cumberland College’s
students either have gone home for
the summer or are serving as sum-
mer missionaries, but the Cumber-
land campus remains busy through-
out the summer.

Mountain Outreach is hosting
groups from nine churches to build

en’s basketball camp and a football
camp.

Champions for Christ used our
Cumberland facilities in June, and
Crosspoint II will be held at Cum-
berland at the end of July and the
first of August. The Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention secretaries’ confer-
ence meets here at the end of this
week.

derhostel group also
came at the end of June
to help with construction.

Church groups also

houses for families. Our pastor/staff/fami-
Church groups have EWl]\j[:]d;{W\\[1} ly conference were held
come and will be coming  FiTAN{H 3 earlier this week. This
from Alabama, Illinois, time of Bible study, wor-
Michigan, North Caroli- ship and preaching is al-
na, South Carolina, Ten- ways a highlight of our
nessee and Texas to min- summer.

ister in our area. An El- Two orientation

weekends for students
who will enter Cumber-
'land College in the fall
will assist them in prepar-

are helping Appalachian
Ministries provide vacation Bible
schools to area children and youth
this summer. Church groups from
Alabama, Indiana, Kentucky,
Michigan and South Carolina have
come or will be coming to help chil-
dren learn more about Jesus.
Cumberland College is offering
a variety of athletic camps this year.
We already have offered a team
camp and a big man guard camp for
basketball as well as a track and
field camp and women’s soccer
camp. A men’s soccer camp is tak-
ing place this week, and in the next
few weeks we will provide a wom-

ing for the Cumberland
experience. When they return in
August to begin college, they will
be familiar with the college and al-
ready have begun to make friends.
As you can see, we stay busy.
We have beautiful facilities and
wonderful opportunities for learn-
ing and serving at Cumberland Col-
lege, and we encourage churches
and other groups to join with us in
ministry. We hope you can be in-
volved with us next summer.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

The older I get, the better I un-
derstand the truth, “You can’t
please everybody.”

Since Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children passed an employment
policy prohibiting people who en-
gage in homosexual behavior from
working for us, we’ve heard from a
lot of people who weren’t pleased.
There also are some individuals and
churches who aren’t
pleased with us for pur-
suing contracts with the
Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. Recently, I've

It’s all about the kids

believe we have an obligation to
care for them. If those referrals dry
up because of the stand we have
taken against homosexuality, so be
it. I know God is involved in every
aspect of this agency and that in-
cludes transforming it into whatever
He knows we need to be.

As you support KBHC, you are
in a position to make an eternal dif-
ference in the lives of our
community’s most trou-
bled and hurting kids.
Your funds, prayers and

heard people say, “The
churches need to be sup-
porting Baptist Homes.
You shouldn’t have to
contract with the state.”
Make no mistake, if
KBHC could serve 4,000
children and families an-
nually without contract-
ing with the common-
wealth, we would doit. I =
hope and pray that individual and
church giving increases so we can
implement programs that intervene
in troubled lives before state author-

child from his or her home.

But it is because there are so
many children who are removed
from their homes and placed in the
commonwealth’s guardianship that
KBHC is needed. Those are the
lives we are impacting. As long as
those children are referred to us, I

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

V.

Bill Smithwick

ities have to step in and remove a °

donations keep us Christ-
centered and provide
spiritual opportunities
that no other Kentucky
child care agencies have,
even those with Christian
denominational ties.

If we turn our back on
these kids because we
dislike dealing with the
state, then we withhold
from those children
countless opportunities to experi-
ence the love of Christ. We might
even postpone their decision to ac-
cept Him as Lord of their lives. Is
that what we truly want?

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: http://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/

AIDS MINISTRY The AIDS

support group Bethsaida
Ministry in Kigali, Rwanda,
is one of several African
church ministries
supported by World Relief.
The ministry has been
meeting since 1988 to pray
and receive encouragement
from the Bible. (RNS/World
Relief photo by Jon
Warren)
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'Potter series concerns some Christians, delights others

Who is (and isn’t) wild about Harry?

Continued from page 1

Focus on the Family recently pub-
lished an essay by John Andrew
Murray, headmaster at St. Timothy’s-
Hale, an Episcopal school in Raleigh,
N.C., and writer/director of the video
“Think About It: Understanding the
Impact of TV-Movie Violence.”

« Murray noted that some Christian
parents have complained that
the tales of young witches
and wizards are terrifying to
young children and inappro-
priate for classroom use.
“They’ve been rewarded for
their concern with ridicule in
newspapers and editorial car-
toons,” he said.

Murray noted that the
Harry Potter books, evidenc-
ing “no higher authority,”
push young readers into a morally
confused world.

And it can be a gory world, Mur-
ray added, “including a professor
whose leg is mangled by a three-head-
ed dog; a mysterious figure who is
caught drinking blood from a unicorn
carcass; ... and Nearly Headless
Nick—a ghost whose head is barely
attached.”

“Harry frequently—and unapologet-
ically—lies, breaks rules and disobeys
authority figures,” Murray also said.
Others, however, contend that the
world of Harry Potter simply needs to
be countered with Christian reasoning.
Last Christmas, Christianity Today
magazine lauded the books in an edi-
torial that called the series “a ‘Book
of Virtues’ with a preadolescent fun-

ny bone.”

While noting that parents should
scrutinize what influences their kids, the
editorial writers stated, “The literary
witchcraft of the Harry Potter series has
almost no resemblance to the I-am-God
mumbo jumbo of Wiccan circles.”

Colson said in a BreakPoint radio
commentary that the millions of Harry
Potter books floating around American
homes make it “almost inevitable that
your own children or grandchildren will
be exposed to them.”

Colson advised helping children un-
derstand deeper messages. “Contrast the
mechanical magic in the Potter books
to the kind of real-life witchcraft the
Bible condemns—the kind that encour-

ages involvement with supernatural
evil.” ;

Children who develop a taste for the
Potter series also might go for other fan-
tasy books with a Christian worldview,
he added.

“When your kids finish reading Har-
ry Potter, give them C.S. Lewis’ ‘Nar-

‘nia’ books and J.R.R. Tolkien’s ‘Lord

of the Rings’ trilogy,” he said. “These
books also feature wizards and witches
and magical potions—but in addition,
they inspire the imagination within a
Christian framework—and prepare the
hearts of readers for the real-life story
of Christ.”

Compiled from reports by Baptist Press
and Religion News Service
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Not quite like last year

Homecoming 2000 was not quite like Home-
coming ’99. Last year, our campus was a beehive
of activity as we celebrated our centennial. Sev-
eral hundred alumni and friends visited. We had
a good crowd this year, but it was considerably
smaller.

This year we had four large tents under which
to serve the meals set up on the athletic field. A
heavy rain the day before made for a difficult time
placing the tents. While we did contend with a
little mud, no one complained. We were
all so happy to have the rain, I think
anyone would have been ashamed to
complain.

delicious the food is makes the return trip seem like
the logical thing to do. It also opens the door of op-
portunity for others to make the same decision. Few
things make a meal more enjoyable than a lot of
laughter, and there was plenty of that.

‘While many people ate under the tents, others
chose to eat in the dining room. Because of health
concerns for some, the air-conditioned dining room
made the noon meal more enjoyable. Some of the
stories told had been told dozens of time before. No
matter how many times the tale has been
told, or how many times one has heard
the same story, the memories of those
school days always bring smiles and

For the past several years we have
served barbecued pork from hogs raised
on our farm. In a recent survey, some
folks asked for an additional meat. So this
year we added barbecued chicken. We
ordered more than we thought we would
need, but misjudged a bit and ran out of
chicken near the end of the serving line.

In addition to the picnic-style noon
meal, everyone always enjoys the fellow-
ship. Most of the fellowship began at
Oneida Baptist Church, just across the
street from our campus. Oneida Baptist Church,
originally Riverside Baptist Church, has been an
integral part of this ministry since our founding in
1899. There was an extended time for sharing spe-
cial memories of days gone by, as well as words of
praise for how the school has helped many students
get an education. Some expressed gratitude not only
for gaining an education for time, but for being pre-
pared for eternity as well.

The fellowship continued under the tents as ev-
eryone filled their plates to capacity. Most people
were not at all embarrassed to make more than one
trip to the food line. Expressing to everyone how

THIS IS
ONEIDA

W.F. Underwood

laughter.

Itis always exciting to have the anni-
versary classes back. Those celebrating
special-year anniversaries such as 5, 10
or 15 years always put forth extra effort
to attend. It always brings a smile to my
face when class members share with me,
in confidence, how much older the other
classmates look, how many have less hair
and how much weight others have gained.

The afternoon always ends with a
gathering in the chapel. We honor all the
anniversary classes, with a special emphasis on those
alumni celebrating their 50th reunion. This year we
inducted two alumni into the Athletic Hall of Fame.
We also placed a picture of Melvin Davidson, after
whom our chapel is named, in the chapel.

The day came to its conclusion with a final meal
under the tents. After the last hamburgers had been
eaten and the laughter ended, everyone headed for
home ... until next year.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org :

Third-year student Jimmy Gar-
land did not attend church regular-
ly as a child. His older brother be-
came involved in a new church
plant and took Jimmy to a revival.
“In thatrevival at age 12, I gave my
life to the Lord,” Jimmy said. “At
age 19 in another revival I became
aware of God’s call to ministry.”

Why did another 10 years pass
before Jimmy answered
that call?

“Our church was high
on an educated ministry
and I was a poor country
boy without much
chance of going to col-
lege,” Jimmy says. “My
pastor didn’t think I
would ever make it as a
minister because of my
limited educational back-
ground.

“After I gave my heart
to the ministry, the Lord
took me to Haiti with
(Clear Creek alumnus) Evangelist
Joe Mobley. I became familiar with
Clear Creek and found spirituality
among the graduates 1 had not
found anywhere else. I was encour-
aged by their humble servant atti-
tude,” he said.

At age 31, Jimmy, Vanessa and
Billy (now age 12) moved to cam-
pus and Jimmy soon found other
people with similar backgrounds.

“I believe God still calls folks
like me. I’ve seen a number of men

Finding encouragement

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

and women with backgrounds like
mine from high schools that didn’t
encourage them to attend college,”
Jimmy said. Vanessa'is working
toward an associate of arts in min-
istry degree while Jimmy is com-
pleting a bachelor of arts degree.

As campus workship employ-
ees, Jimmy works in the library and
Vanessa is secretary to the director
of financial aid. The jobs
are a blessing God has
used to provide for their
needs.

“At Clear Creek ev-
eryone supports each oth-
er. Studying and praying
with other students are
some of my most won-
derful times. Prayer is an
important part of our
preparation,”  Jimmy
said.

He also is getting ex-
perience in preparation to
live out his call to be a
church planter as he serves as pas-
tor of Fonde Baptist Church, 12
miles from campus.

“I’m sure the Lord wants me to
continue study at the seminary and
I’m open to either starting new
work or helping re-plant a work that
has closed,” he said.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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Survey finds Bible shoppers too overwhelmed to buy

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

GRAND RAPIDS, Mich. (RNS)
—NMore than one-third of Bible shop-
pers enter stores intent on buying the
holy book and leave confused and
empty-handed, according to a new
survey.

Almost 40 percent of shoppers for
Bibles walk away from stores without
one, recent research by Zondervan Pub-
lishing House has found. Most buyers
either cannot make up their minds or do
not find what they are looking for. And
46 percent of Bible shoppers leave with-
out ever speaking to a salesperson.

In response, the Michigan-based
publishing company is developing a
“store within a store” to meet the needs
of customers searching for the right Bi-
ble among the plethora of choices.

Zondervan alone publishes at least
300 different types of Bibles, including
those for youth and leaders, in study and
devotional volumes and in paperback
and leather, said Tom Mockabee, exec-
utive vice president and publisher of
Zondervan’s Bible Group.

Leamning about the percentage of
Bible shoppers leaving empty-handed
and the more than 50 percent of Bible
shoppers who say they visit stores’ Bi-
ble departments at least once a month,
Mockabee said his company’s leaders
realized Zondervan was not properly
meeting consumer needs.

At the CBA International Conven-
tion, a gathering of Christian retailers
July 8-13 in New Orleans, Zondervan
unveiled what it said is the answer: an

in-store “Bible Shop.” Customers visit-

ing the area within some stores’ Bible
departments will be invited to tear off
the shrink-wrap around the Bibles and
sit on chairs or at tables to flip through
prospective purchases.

“We’re saying it’s OK to touch it,
pickitup,” said Mockabee.

Mark Rice, marketing director of
Zondervan’s Bible Group, said he hopes
the new Bible departments will create
the same kind of ambiance for which
some secular bookstores have become
known. The new areas will include
counters with open Bibles.

“We’re trying with Bible Shop to
take away not only the confusion, but
we’re really trying to get them to inter-
act ... with the product,” he said of cus-
tomers.

In the past, many Bibles were sold
behind the counter and on shelves in
shrink-wrapped packages when retail-
ing had less of a self-service emphasis.

The “Bible Shop” will cover about
340 square feet and is designed for a
store of 10,000 to 15,000 square feet.
The project is being tested in four stores
and is expected to be placed in 20 more
stores in the next year.

In addition to aiding customers,
Zondervan also is offering a new free
CD-ROM to train employees at Chris-
tian and secular bookstores.

“Selling Bibles can be intimidating,”
said Mockabee. “There’s many trans-
lations and many features to the Bible.”

The CD-ROMs, offered at three dif-
ferent levels, range from basic informa-
tion about Bibles to advanced terminol-
ogy about translations to details about
the various kinds of bindings used for
the Bibles.

Mockabee said the CD-ROMs, de-
veloped in conjunction with Family
Christian Stores, include information
about Zondervan Bibles as well as those
of the publisher’s competitors.

Rice said the survey involved inter-
views with 800 shoppers at Christian
bookstore Bible departments and 1,500
phone interviews of Bible shoppers at
secular stores like Barnes and Noble,
warehouse clubs like Sam’s Club and
mass merchandisers like Wal-Mart.

The study revealed other aspects of
shopping habits of those in search of

Bibles. For example:

B 77 percent of Bible shoppers in-
tend to make a purchase when they ar-
rive at the store.

B 53 percent of those planning to
purchase a Bible know which one they
want.

M 80 percent of Bible shoppers at
stores like Kmart and Target are female.

B When asked what one thing they
would change about Bible departments,

Rice said 17 percent said “open Bible
samples.”

Zondervan officials said while the
survey showed “road blocks” for cus-
tomers, they learned people are still in-
terested in buying Bibles.

“They aren’t telling us they don’t
want more Bibles,” Rice said. “In fact,

they’re telling us just the opposite. The

research is showing they want more
Bibles.”

More American worshlp serwees diversifying with world music

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

" _ALEXANDRIA, Va. (RNS)—At
their weekly choir rehearsal, the Mes-
sengers of Peace practice what they call
“fun” music along with the Lutheran
standards of “Lift High the Cross” and
“Amazing Grace.”

Working through the syncopations,
rhythms and languages of African and
Spanish hymns, they bring a new tradi-
tion to the worship at Peace Lutheran
Church every third Sunday: music from
around the world.

In fact, “Siyahamba,” a South Afri-
can piece known as “We Are Marching
in the Light of God,” has become such
a favorite that it is no longer sung sole-
ly by the choir. Sometimes the congre-
gation sings along, and a bell choir plays
it, too.

. “This is one you can really just open
out,” Christine Howlett said. “You don’t
have to have any reserve. You can sing
your heart out.”

Global church music—particularly
from Africa, Asia and Latin America—
has trickled down from occasional in-
ternational Christian gatherings to local
worship services throughout the coun-

try.

WORLD MUSIC Joy Namu/ondo of
Uganda, left, helps Christine Howleit and
other members of the Messengers of Peace
choir with the pronunciation of a Bantu
word. The choir at Peace Lutheran Church
in Alexandria, Va., has added global music
to expand its worship. (RNS photo)

And, in the last decade, publishing
houses have issued new hymnals and
hymnal supplements for denominations
that feature more music from foreign
lands. Others have published smaller
volumes that highlight global music.

Michael Hawn, a church music pro-
fessor at Perkins School of Theology at
Southern Methodist University in Dal-
las, is editor of “Halle, Halle: We Sing
the World Round.”

Hawn said some churches have em-
braced global music in an effort to be

more hospitable to the wide range of
people they hope to attract to their
weekly worship. Other congregations
find they learn about their own faith by
worshipping as others do.

“No one culture has the corner on
God’s revelation,” he said. “It’s that
sense of moving beyond our little view
of the world.”

Part of the attraction of the music is
movement itself—the irresistible need
to mark its thythms with swaying or toe-
tapping.

The dozen or so Messengers of
Peace, most sitting on high wooden
stools and sharing music stands covered
with song sheets and hymnals, grin from
ear to ear as they sing and tap to the
music’s thythm.

“The simplicity of this kind of mu-
sic is enchanting,” Howlett said.

Three months out of the year, Hawn
leads *“global immersion” weekends
with congregations, preparing the choirs
on Saturday and guiding a special Sun-
day service using what they’ ve learned.
Some older members say the inter-

national music reminds them of earlier -

foreign missions work and young peo-
ple, who often are learning other lan-
guages in school, enjoy applying a glo-
bal experience to the church setting.

Hawn encourages congregations to
let global music be a part of regular ser-
vices, rather than solely at an annual
celebration of Pentecost or World Com-
munion Sunday.

“What I think is the norm is when
this kind of music is not segmented as a
special event but it becomes part of the
reservoir from which we draw for all of
our liturgical experience,” he said.

Clergy and church musicians
throughout the country say the music is
welcomed by some members and guests
from a variety of cultures, though some
oppose the introduction of nontradition-
al music or find singing a verse or two
in a foreign language difficult.

In predominantly white congrega-
tions, pastors find the music is a favor-
able factor for racial and ethnic minor-
ities considering joining their churches.

John Wimberly, pastor of Western
Presbyterian Church in Washington,
D.C.,, said his predominantly white con-
gregation has seen an increase in the
church’s diversity since the choir began
performing more works by African and
Latin composers as well as Asian
hymns. “Those things ... just attract a
different kind of person than if you’re
doing the white European dead male
thing.”

Some older

members say the

international

music reminds
them of earlier
foreign missions
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnerships with
Baptists in Poland,
Tanzania and New
England:

M Urgent need: Four
people for a
construction/evangelism
team to Marlbork,
Poland, Sept. 12-25.

B Alex Mwasile, pastor
of Morogoro Church in
Tanzania, and his wife,

Hilda.

B The many Muslims
who live in Mbuyuni, a
densely populated area

-in Morogoro, Tanzania.

M Children who attend
kindergarten at
Morogoro Town Church
and Mikesi Church in
Tanzania. Many of them
are from Muslim
families.

M The leaders of a

house church in.Poland |

led by missionaries
Doug and Marcy Shaw
as the Shaws prepare for
stateside assignment.

B Missionaries and
volunteers working in
Czestochowa, Poland,

this summer as they
reach out to the
hundreds of thousands
of Polish Catholics who
will come to the city to
worship the Black
Madonna.

M Praise God for a
young Polish college
student who recently

became a Christian

through a Bible study led
by missionaries Jim and
Patti Barrett.

B Joshua Park, the new
pastor of Rice Korean
Baptist Church in
Northborough, Mass.

B The summer outreach
ministry of Burlington
Street Ministries in
Burlington, V., and
pastor/director Dave
Russell.
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_ PEOPLE

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B BANDANA—BiIll Miller resigned
as pastor of Bandana Church to be-
come pastor of Bicknell Church, Bick-
nell, Ind.

B BENTON—Zions Cause Church
called Deward Hurst as interim pas-
tor.

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Beech
Grove church called Jammie Vance
as pastor.

B CORINTH—New Columbus
Church will host David Livingston
in concert July 23 at 11 a.m. David

Mountains to the Missisippi

Foley is pastor.

" ll FALMOUTH—Turner Ridge

Church will host its 125th anniversa-
ry celebration July 30 at 11 a.m. ser-
vice. A potluck lunch and a 2 p.m.
service will follow. For information,
call (606) 654-8707. Norman Work-
man is pastor.
B GILBERTSVILLE—First Church
called Terry Sills as interim pastor.
B GREENSBURG—M.. Gilead called
Scott Carpenter as pastor. Carpenter
was pastor of Pleasant Valley Church.
Pleasant Valley Church called
Marshall Eastham as pastor.
B HENDERSON—Watson Lane
Church called Tim Enwright as asso-
ciate minister.
B IRVINE—Beech Grove Church re-
cently ordained Lewis Babb Jr. as a
deacon. Stephen Creech is pastor.
B LEXINGTON—Calvary Church or-
dained Linc Taylor to the gospel min-

istry. Taylor resigned as minister to
youth to become minister to students at
North Metro Church, Lawrenceville,
Ga. Robert Baker is pastor.

Grace Church will host revival ser-
vices July 23-26 at 8:15 and 10:30
a.m. Sunday moming and at 7 p.m.
nightly. Tom Huls will be the evan-
gelist. Donna Bonner will lead the
music. Terrance Freeman is pastor.
B LOUISVILLE—Mark McClin-
tock resigned as minister to children at
Crescent Hill Church to become minis-
ter of congregational life at Seventh and
James Church, Waco, Texas. Ron Sisk
is pastor of Crescent Hill Church.

B OWENTON—Pleasant Ridge

Church will host David Livingston in -

concert July 23 at 7 p.m. David Woti-
er is pastor. '

B PLEASUREVILLE—PIleasureville
Church will host revival services July
23-26 at 7 p.m. Mike Caudill will be
the evangelist and David Stahl will
lead music. For information, call (502)
878-4755. Dale Niswonger is interim
pastor.

B SMITHLAND—Ohio River Asso-

ciation will host a Celebrate Jesus
2000 Crusade July 30-Aug. 4 at 7 p.m.
nightly at Livingston Central High
School. Jamey Ragle will be the
evangelist and the group First Love
will lead music. For information, call
(270) 988-2204.

B SPOTTSVILLE—Spottsville
Church called Don Duncan as pastor.
He began July 1.

B SUMMERSVILLE—Aetna Grove
Church will celebrate its 200th anniver-
sary July 30 at 10:30 a.m. A potluck
lunch and a 1 p.m. service will follow.
For information, call (502) 366-7540.
Ferrill Gardner is interim pastor.

B UTICA—Ray Cummins, pastor of
Glenville Church for nine years, will re-
tire Aug. 1. Also, his wife, Terry, will
retire after 6 years as minister of music.
Cummins has served as pastor for 44
years. After Aug. 1, their address will
be: 2018 Hearthside Circle, Shelbyville,
KY 40065.

B WHITLEY CITY—Larry Frisby
resigned as associate pastor of First
Church to become pastor of Palestine
Church, Campbellsville.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, screened
porch, lovely secluded beach. Weekly
rates May through mid-December:
$650. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: St. Matthews Condo:
2Br/2Bth with pool, party room, sauna,
exercise, security, elevator for only
$83,900. Immediate possession, great
area; call Hornbuckles, Century 21 Joe
Guy Hagan, (502) 326-7822.

FOR SALE: 100-percent renovat-
ed house (Highlands). New plumbing,
electrical, furnace/AC, windows, roof,
tile floor, 3BR/2Bath. (502) 899-5353.

FOR SALE: Padded church choir
seats. Please call (606) 266-2601
(Chevy Chase Baptist Church) for more
information.

FOR SALE: 1991 Dodge 15-pas-
senger van. 105k miles. Asking $4,500.
Please contact Jerry Gifford at (270)
842-5554.

SEEKING: Progressive Virginia
Baptist congregation seeks full-time
minister of education and administra-
tion to lead in continuing a transition to
purpose-driven discipleship. Send re-
sumé and cover letter to: Personnel
Committee, First Baptist Church, 12716
Warwick Blvd., Newport News, VA
23606. _

SEEKING: Two spiritual gospel
songwriters and vocalists are seeking a
spiritual pianist who is serious, dedicat-
ed and committed to working God’s
will through music. Call James at (502)
772-4028, or Jackie at (502) 774-3706.

SEEKING: Minister of education/
youth for First Baptist Church, Barlow,
Ky. Send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee, First Baptist Church, PO Box
160, Barlow, K'Y 42024.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for a
growing Western Kentucky church.
Send resumé to: Zion’s Cause Baptist
Church, Box 1532 Highway 68 W,
Benton, KY 42025, Attn: Search Com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children. Rich Pond Baptist Church.
Send resumé to: Personnel Committee,
200 Brad Ave., Bowling Green, KY
42104.
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SEEKING: Senior pastor. Effort
Baptist Church: Dynamic, fast-grow-
ing, moderate (SBC) New Testament
church with a diverse membership and
average worship attendance of more
than 300. Two Sunday worship servic-
es: 9:30 a.m.—fraditional; 11 am.—
contemporary. Staff of four full-time
and four part-time. Dynamic location
near planned community of Lake Mon-
ticello in Fluvanna County (second fast-
est-growing county in Virginia). Locat-
ed near university town of Charlottes-
ville. Gifts needed: respect for diversi-
ty, strong leadership, administrative
skills, preaching, teaching, evangelism
and must share our vision for the future
growth of the church. Requires a mas-

ter of divinity degree or better; and at-

least five years of successful experience
as a senior pastor. Please submit your
resumé following the format of the
“Church First, Virginia Baptist Mission
Board—BIOGRAPHICAL INFOR-
MATION?” to: Pastor Search Commit-
tee, Rt. 7, Box 7353, Palmyra, VA
22963. E-mail: kab@cstone.net.

SEEKING: Part-time custodian; 20
hours per week. Competitive wage. Call
(502) 452-2681 for an application.

SEEKING: Part-time youth direc-
tor (24 hours per week) for Buena Vis-
ta Baptist Church, Owensboro, Ky.
Please send resumé to: Search Commit-
tee, Buena Vista Baptist Church, 119
West 24th St., Owensboro, KY 42303.

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist
Church, Lexington, Ky., is accepting
recommendations and resumés for the
full-time staff position of minister to
youth. Calvary is a 125-year-old multi-
staff congregation in the center of our
city with 1,700 resident members. This
minister will lead an active, growing
youth ministry (grades 7-12) that reach-
es out to youth throughout our commu-
nity. Appropriate seminary and minis-
try experience is desired. Calvary has a
very strong commitment to CBF-relat-
ed ministries while continuing to par-
ticipate in Cooperative Program giving.
Send recommendations or resumés by
Sept. 1 to: Youth Search Committee,
Calvary Baptist Church, 150 E High St.,
Lexington, K'Y 40507. E-mail address:
calvary @compuserve.com.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music to direct and lead dynamic mu-
sic ministry. Candidate must be theo-
logically conservative and outreach-
minded. Must be experienced in lead-
ing and directing large productions as
well as ongoing choirs and programs.
Worship style is blended. Send resumé
to: Paul Blizard, senior pastor, Memo-
rial Baptist Church, PO Box 777, Beck-
ley, WV 25801.

SEEKING: Growing church is in
search of a full-time staff member to
work with music/youth/children. Dry
Ridge Baptist is in a growing area and
has great potential in all three of these
areas. A church parsonage is available
if desired, and salary will be determined
by experience, qualifications and need.
If you are interested, please inquire by
phone: (606) 824-5501 or 824-9229, or
send your resumé to: Dry Ridge Bap-
tist Church, 19 Broadway, PO Box 14,
Dry Ridge, KY 41035.

SEEKING: Ashworth Road Bap-
tist Church, “Iowa’s Fastest Growing
Community,” located in actively-grow-
ing West Des Moines, Iowa, is now ac-
cepting resumés for the position of pas-
tor. ARBC is a 175-member congrega-
tion which affirms women in ministry
and supports missions through SBC,
CBF and local ministries. Applicants
should be seminary graduates with at
least 3+ years of pastoral experience. A
strong emphasis in ministry strengths of
preaching and teaching is important. For
more information, visit us at http:/
members.aol.com/ABaptist/ashworth.
Send resumés to: Search Committee,
ARBC, 5300 Ashworth Road, WDM,
IA 50266.

SEEKING: FBC Prestonsburg is
seeking a highly motivated and Spirit-
filled individual to lead and direct its
youth toward a more fulfilling and en-
riched Christian experience. The full-
time position has primary emphasis on
youth and their salvation and daily walk
with our Lord. Send resumé to Cara
Hall, FBC, PO Box 756, Prestonsburg,
KY 41653.

SEEKING: Secretarial position
available. Telephone and computer
skills required. Health insurance provid-
ed. Call: (502) 426-6577.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister for a contemporary church.
Please send resumé to: Elk Horn Bap-
tist Church, 3145 East Elkhorn Road,
Campbellsville, KY 42718, Attn:
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children for First Baptist Church,
Shepherdsville, Ky. Send resumé to:
First Baptist Church, 238 Frank E Si-
mon Ave., Shepherdsville, KY 40165,
Attn: Personnel Committee.

SEEKING: Second Baptist
Church of Greenville, Ky., is prayer-
fully seeking a full-time minister of
music and youth. Please send resumé
to: Mr. John Mark Pendley, Search
Committee, PO Box 253, Greenville,
KY 42345.

SEEKING: South Elkhorn Baptist
Church, Lexington, is prayerfully
seeking a full-time associate pastor of
music and youth. Send resumé to
SEBC, 4867 Versailles Road, Lexing-
ton, KY 40510, Attn: Search Commit-
tee.

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist
Church of Cadiz is seeking a full-time
minister of music and youth. Send re-
sumé to: M/Y Search Committee, East
Cadiz Baptist Church, 407 Third St.,
Cadiz, KY 42211.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a
loving church in Bowling Green.
Must be experienced and ambitious.
Send resumé to: Forest Park Baptist
Church, 520 Old Morgantown Road,
Bowling Green, KY 42101, Attn:
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time children’s
minister for Farmdale Baptist Church,
5610 U.S. Highway 127 South, Frank-
fort, Ky. If you feel God is calling you
to this area to work with children, send
resumé to: Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive,
Frankfort, KY 40601.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Please send resumé
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506,
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search
Committee.

SERVICES: Home care for the
elderly. Meal preparation, housekeep-
ing, personal hygiene. Bonded, in-
sured, eight years experience. Kinnett
Care, (502) 499-7777.
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Teens keep YouthLink promise to spend summer on mission |

By Erin Curry
Baptist Press

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—To keep
a promise to God, 18-year-old Lydia
Edrington is going to Africa to work for
two weeks with Southern Baptist mis-
sionaries in Burkina Faso.

“God has given me a burden for the
1.86 billion people in the world who
have never heard the name of Jesus and
why He came,” said Edrington, of
Bradenton, Fla. “T pray God can use me
in some small way as He did the little
boy with the two fishes and five loaves.”

That’s just one example of Southern
Baptist teens fulfilling the commitments
they made to God six months ago at
YouthLink 2000.

More than 46,000 young people
gathered for YouthLink 2000 in seven
cities across the country Dec. 31 to cel-
ebrate the arrival of the year 2000. Stu-
dents met in arenas and conference cen-
ters to worship and to listen to speakers
and musical groups emphasizing the
need to reach the world with the gos-
pel. The Southern Baptist event was
sponsored by LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, the International Mission
Board, North American Mission Board
and Woman'’s Missionary Union.

As they welcomed the new millen-
nium, thousands of students publicly
told God they were available for future
career missionary service.

In addition, more than 4,000 prom-
ised they would spend a summer, se-
mester or year doing God’s work full
time before they graduate from college.

Now it’s time to start fulfilling those
promises, and many students are keep-
ing their word.

“We’ve had an increase of over
5,000 participants in World Changers
compared to last year,” said Lynn Tay-
lor, director of student evangelism at the
North American Mission Board. ‘“Part
of the credit may go to the exposure stu-
dents and youth ministers had to the
mission opportunities presented at
YouthLink.”

International World Changers has
seen an increase as well, but more re-
sults from YouthLink are expected next
summer after churches have had more
time to plan international trips.

But there’s no shortage of mission
action this summer:

@ Will Aleshire, minister of music
and youth at First Baptist Church of
Hinesville, Ga., is leading a group of
high school students as they minister
July 15-22 to the people of Culiacan,
Mexico, through International World
Changers.

Il Matt Mantooth, 17, of Greenville,
S.C., joined International World Chang-
ers in Australia to help build facilities
for Southern Baptists to use as they min-
ister during the 2000 Summer Olympics
in Sydney. He also led sports camps and
gave his testimony in Australian
schools. s

M The youth at Padre Island Baptist
Church in Corpus Christi, Texas, are
leading backyard Bible clubs in low-
income housing areas of San Antonio.

“Our youth caught a vision and pas-
sion for what God can do through them,

and our youth ministry has exploded
since YouthLink,” said Darren Sutton,
minister of youth and discipleship at
Padre Island. “Before YouthLink, we
averaged eight youth, but now we av-
erage 40.”

B Youth from Tabernacle Baptist
Church in New Bern, N.C., are partner-
ing with the inner-city mission in At-
lanta they worked with during Youth-
Link. They are raising funds to provide
anew roof for the people they worked
with, and have named the campaign
“Raisin’ the Roof.”

“YouthLink was the greatest event
in our youth’s history,” said Sharon
Bender, youth worker at Tabernacle.

B The youth group from Second
Baptist Church in King’s Mountain,
N.C,, is traveling to Cleveland, Ohio,
July 21-29 to conduct vacation Bible
school in the inner city and work with
a homeless ministry sponsored by a
church in the area. '

B A group of 77 youth from Forest
Hills Baptist Church in Nashville led
kids’ clubs and did construction in Rey-
nosa, Mexico. Eighteen were Youth-
Link participants.

M First Baptist Church of Nashville
committed to three mission trips this
summer. The middle school youth min-
istered to the homeless and children in
inner-city Atlanta. The high schoolers
headed for New York City. Senior high
students from First Baptist are travel-
ing to Sydney, Australia, to work with
three churches in leading sports camps
and worship services.

B Youth from Oak Hill Baptist

Church in St. Louis are traveling to
Johnstown, Pa., July 28-Aug.5 to reach

out with puppets, clowns, backyard Bi-

ble clubs and various street ministries.

“These kids are looking for ways to
give their lives away to others,” said
Sherry Woods, a missionary in resi-
dence who helped coordinate Youth-
Link activities. “This generation is out
there, looking for God, and we’re of-
fering them ways to serve Him.”

Richard Ross, LifeWay youth min-
istry consultant and one of the co-chair-
men of YouthLink, said the confer-
ence’s impact will be felt for genera-
tions to come.

“YouthLink 2000 has made an in-
delible mark on the Southern Baptist
missions enterprise. The students who
attended saw a vision for the world they
will never forget,” Ross said. “The ‘rest
of the story’ will not be told for de-
cades.”
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KEEPING PROMISES
Students at YouthLink
2000 in Denver fill out
commitment cards, which
pledge prayer, participation
or support of missions.
More than 4,000 students
promised God they would
spend a summer, Semester
or year doing God’s work
full time before they
graduate from college. This
summer, students are
fulfilling those
commitments by
participating in projects
such as World Changers
and serving as summer
missionaries in the U.S.

"and overseas. (BP photo by

Russell Rankin)
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The Western Recorder works in cooperation with
5 Baptist conventions representing 13 states

_A while back at the Western Recorder we
got a call asking if we knew another state
Baptist newspaper was copying our design
format.

It struck us anew that one of the Western
Recorder’s best kept secrets has been its
publishing relationship with newspapers in
five state conventions where Southern
Baptist work is in its infancy. '

For seven years now, the Western Recorder
has worked with these conventions to help
them publish their monthly newspapers.

In most of these conventions the
responsibility for producing the state paper
previously fell on the executive director or a
staff person whose primary focus was
another ministry field. Now, with the help of
the Western Recorder, they no longer have to
handle the production of their paper.

The process works like this:

Editors or their assistants in the Baptist state
conventions of New England, Pennsylvania-
South Jersey, Minnesota-Wisconsin, Utah-
Idaho and Hawaii Pacific assemble their
local news stories, photos, advertisements
and editorials and transmit them
electronically to our office.

Here, Partnership Editions Editor Joyce
Martin edits and prepares layouts, adding
national and international news, missions and
feature stories from the Western Recorder.

And, yes, she uses the same design format
as the Western Recorder.

The result is a win-win situation. Staff in

 these partnership conventions are freed up to

focus on their primary responsibilities and
readers get a paper chock full of local,
national and international news.

And it looks good, too.
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