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Kentucky volunteers
A Henderson minister
will lead the Kentucky

Baptist Convention’s

long-term volunteer
program. Page 3.

Wet or dry?

The Temperance League
has gone to court to
protest a recent change
in how cities can vote on
alcohol sales. Page 3.

Editorial

Hectic schedules offer
reminder of life’s true
priorities. Page 5.

Nation

Medical professionals
insist that exposure to
media violence has
impact on kids. Page 10.

; Missions
& Billy Graham was unable
- to make it, but 10,000

e “BVangelists still benefited
from their meeting in
Amsterdam. Page 11.

: : Resources
: Is your church feeding
young adults’ spiritual

hunger? Page 12.

~ Books

A friend of Rich Mullins
seeks to impart some of
the deceased musician’s
wisdom in a new
biography. Page 13.
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least for now.

The monument, denated to' f‘

 the statein 1971 b
~ Order of Eagles
of the latest lega

_over displaying the Tcn Com{

~mandments. It was display

the Capitol grounds for several?":"

years before being pla

age to make room for a :__nstrucv ‘

tion project.

Alegislative resolutlon direct-

‘ing that the monument be rei

stalled on the Capltol grounds m».
Frankfort was ruled unconstitu-

tional July 27 by U.S. Dis
Judge Joseph Hood. -

~ Corey Bellamy, a spokesman
for Attorney General Ben Chan-

et

dler, said July 28 that Chandler

had not yet determined whether
the state will appeal the ruling.

“The attorney general’s office

is working with the finance and

adm:mstratxve cabinet and the

govemor s office tc
decision, ’Bellamy s

whether or not to app

Senate Joint Resolutxon 57»7':
- was signed into law April 21 by
Gov. Paul Patton. Itcalled forthe

_monument to be placed on per-

manent display on the Capitol
grounds as “part of a historical
~ and cultural disp o remmd

CROSS FOCUS Promise Keépers speaker Joe White, poriraying a Roman cross builder,
declared, “A man with a cross on his back has no room for a chip on his shoulder.” More
than 18,000 men and boys attended the July 28-29 rally in Louisville’s Freedom Hall.

~ ments will remam ‘ torage——at‘-v

-3 900 campers at Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek they m/xed recreation with Bible
 study and worship. Attendance is up at the camps, and organizers say they are excited

- about both the results and future afKentucky summer camps. M Top: Staff at Jonathan

. Creek pray for an adult superwsar pnor to a worshlp serwce n Abuve left: J n

By Trenms Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Singing, praying,
cheering and praising God, an estimat-
ed 18,000 men and boys gathered last
weekend for Louisville’s first-ever
Promise Keepers conference.

Promise Keepers leaders urged the

crowd to “go the distance” as Christian-

husbands, fathers and church members.

The July 28-29 event in Freedom
Hall was the sixth of 16 Promise Keep-
ers rallies scheduled for 2000. It also
was this year’s first sold-out conference
for the 10-year-old men’s ministry.

Founder Bill McCartney said he ex-
pects about 175,000 men to attend
Promise Keepers events this year, far
below the million-plus totals in 1996
and 1997.

Starting in 1990 with 72 men, how-
ever, Promise Keepers’ success remains
unparalleled in evangelical Christian
circles. The movement’s numerical mo-
mentum peaked three years ago when

hundreds of thousands of men gathered
on the National Mall in Washington for
aone-day “Stand in the Gap” rally.

Since that time Promise Keepers
leaders have shifted the ministry’s fo-
cus to smaller regional events, includ-
ing the Louisville conference.

“We feel like God’s favor is all over
us despite the numbers being down,”
McCartney said, noting that the huge
stadium events were not as conducive
to personal responses.

“We have a lot of guys who were
spiritually challenged but never left the
arena clean with confessed sin,” he ex-
plained. “If God doesn’t show up,
what’s the purpose?

“I believe we’ve got enough men
coming if they all walk out of here truly
righteous,” the former University of
Colorado football coach added. He said
his goal is that “no man would leave
here with any unconfessed sin—that’s
aready vessel.”

Combining praise music, high-tech
0 See Louisville PK rally ..., page 6



BAPTISTS

Controversial Falwell comments cut by SBC radio show

“Barry Lynn’s | By Kenny Byrd ignored our advice, the ERLC would ... and get somebody in there torebuild ~ “was edited according to our normal
letter had Associated Baptist Press likely have faced penalties from the the moral values and fabric of this na-  editing standards as every other pro-

: IRS. The agency’s leaders contacted tion, we’re going to be in the same mess ~ gram. This program went through the

absolutely no WASHINGTON (ABP)—Afterre- their lawyers, considered the conse- or worse than we were in 1980.” normal editorial process that saw 44
impact whatsoever | ceiving warnings from a church-state  quences of ignoring federal tax law and Lynn immediately wrote Land, urg-  minutes of tape trimmed to a length suit-

in our editing of
Jerry Falwell’s

watchdog group, the Southern Baptist
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
aired a radio interview with televange-

decided to play by the rules.”
But Dwayne Hastings, an ERLC
spokesman, said Lynn had nothing to

ing him to refrain from airing the inter-
view, citing limits on political activity
for tax-exempt religious organizations

able for airing.”
Hastings confirmed, however, that
not every program is cleared through

comments.” | list Jerry Falwell but edited out contro- ~ do with the decision. Hastings said the  in the IRS code. the American Center for Law and Jus-

) { versial portions that called for the de-  partisan nature of Falwell’s comments .  After Land defended the interview tice, Pat Robertson’s legal organization.

Richard Land, president | feat of presidential candidate Al Gore. ~ was one of many considerations fored- and accused Americans United of cen- The ERLC sought the help of the

of the SBC Ethics & The July 25 airing of the Falwell in-  iting, including time constraints forthe  sorship, Lynn told areporter thatif Land ~ ACLJ’s Jay Sekulow after receiving the

Religious Liberty | terview on the ERLC’s “For Faithand  radio show. removed partisan quotes in editing, it  warning from Lynn against airing the
Commission | Family” radio show followed heated But those issues would have been ~ would be because of Lynn’s letter. partisan statements in the interview.

letters between ERLC President Rich-
ard Land and Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans United for Sepa-
ration of Church and State.

While Lynn is seeking to claim cred-
it for the edited comments, Land issued
a press release saying Lynn had no im-
pact on the decision.

“I’'m delighted that Richard Land
chose not to put the SBC’s tax exemp-
tion in jeopardy,” Lynn stated. “Had he

considered with or without Lynn’s let-
ter, Hastings said.

During a lengthy interview taped
during the SBC annual meeting, Falwell
said: “Ronald Reagan would not have
been president unless Bible-believing
Christians in 1979 and 1980 by the mil-
lions said, “We’ve had enough,” and
threw Jimmy Carter out and put Ronald
Reagan in, to put it bluntly. If we don’t
do the same thing Nov. 7 with Mr. Gore

CBF leader disputes meeting
coverage hy Baptist Press

ATLANTA (ABP)—The Coopera-
tive Baptist Fellowship “has never is-
sued any statement, taken any action or
spent a single dollar that was intended
in any way to condone, endorse or pro-
mote the gay-lesbian lifestyle,” CBF
Coordinator Daniel Vestal said in a
statement released July 26.

He was responding to what he de-
scribed as “inflammatory” reporting
about the CBF in Baptist Press, the
Southern Baptist Convention news ser-
vice. Reports filed by a free-lance writ-
er from the CBF’s recent General As-
sembly in Orlando, Fla., characterized
the moderate group as funding and sup-
porting homesexual activism.

The Baptist Press reports accuse the
Fellowship of advancing pro-homosex-
ual causes by funding the Baptist Peace
Fellowship of North America and Bap-
tist Women in Ministry. One story de-
scribed a pro-gay piece of literature
found at the Peace Fellowship’s booth

attributed pro-gay quotes to one individ-
ual affiliated with Women in Ministry.

“The so-called news stories pro-
duced by Baptist Press about the 2000
General Assembly ought to be an em-
barrassment to any self-respecting news
organization,” Vestal said. “I call upon
the leaders of the SBC to put an end to
the mean-spirited assault on fellow be-
lievers who are part of the Fellowship.
There ought always to be room for dis-
agreement among Christians, but our
commitment to honesty, integrity and
fairness ought to reflect the spirit of
Christ.

“I believe the practice of homosex-
uality violates the teaching of Scrip-
ture,” Vestal said. “But I will not throw
stones at those who live a homosexual
lifestyle—or any other lifestyle I believe
to be outside the will of God. As a fol-
lower of Jesus, I should offer them my
love and friendship. I should do this in
a spirit of humility that grows from my
own need for forgiveness and grace.”

during the June General Assembly and

According to Baptist Press, the
SBC'’s official press service, Land re-
sponded, “For Barry Lynn to claim that
his warnings were the reasons that we
did or did not chose to air a particular
segment of the Falwell interview re-
veals on the part of Mr. Lynn a highly
inflamed sense of his own self impor-
tance. Evidently Mr. Lynn is a legend
in his own mind.”

Land said the interview with Falwell

Land said the ACLJ reviewed the
entire tape of the Falwell interview.
“Although the ACLJ’s attorneys found
Dr. Falwell’s comments to be ‘permis-
sible,” as they were identified as ‘strict-
ly personal and not representative’ of
the ERLC or the SBC, in the editing
process for this interview as in every
other occasion we steer far clear of the
line.”

With additional reporting by Baptist Press

“It's a toothbrush. Remember we promised you a dental plan.”

B BAPTIST DIGEST |

Baptist General Convention of Texas and as dean of the education school until a
the conservative Southern Baptists of suceessor is named. He previously was
. Texas Convention. Citing “grave concerns  professor of education ministries and
about the current direction” of the BGCT, administration at Denver Seminary.
the report called for the 17,000-member
church to reconsider its current affiliation
with the BGCT following the state
convention’s annual meeting in October.
The committee’s study, begun in February,
was initiated by Pastor Jack Graham.

B Convention offers severance plan.
The Missouri Baptist Convention Executive
Board has approved a severance plan for
workers who choose to quit their jobs
during implementation of a new strategic
plan. The severance offer, which is open to
employees who leave their jobs between
Aug. 1 and Dec. 31, “is not targeting
anyone,” said Jim Hl" executive director of
the state convention. | hope there are very
few who choose to do this.” Under the plan,
employees with fewer than 10 years
experience will receive two weeks’ salary
and benefits for each year they have

- worked with the convention. Emplayees o

~ with more than 1 yea‘ of servuce would

in Decorah, lowa, since 1993, will assume
the presidency at the Missouri Baptist-
related college at the end of August.
Sallee succeeds Christian Sizemore who
has been named chancelior at William

B Shorter college names president. Ed Jewell.
Schrader, 49, has been named president of
Shorter College in Rome, Ga., effective
January 2001. He succeeds Larry

McSwain, who retired in July as president.
-Sehrader has been associate dean of the
division of sciences since 1995 at Millsaps

B Ross joins seminary faculty. Richard
_ Ross, a key-architect of Southern Baptists’
True Love Waits sexual abstinence
campaign, is joining the faculty of
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. Ross,
youth ministry consultant for LifeWay
Christian Resources of the Southern
Baptist Convention for the past 16 years,
will begin teaching in youth ministry at
. 'Southwestern*vaugust Ross said he

M Southern dean switches roles. Denms
- Williams, dean of Southern Baptist L College in Jackson, Miss. He previously
JTheologtcal Seminary’s school of C | was geology. department chairman at

‘education and Ieadershlp, has been named _ Millsaps and assistant professor of
dean of institutional assessment effective  geology at the University of Alabama.

 Aug. 1. The newly. created osition will .
to

WESTERN RECORDER m AUGUST 1, 2000



KENTUC

Restaurant liguor
sales are target
of Temperance
League lawsuit

LOUISVILLE—The Tem-
perance League of Kentucky
has filed a lawsuit seeking to
repeal a recent piece of legisla-
tion that changes how some cit-
ies can vote on allowing alco-
hol sales for restaurants.

The lawsuit, filed last month
in Frankfort, takes aim at a stat-
ute, passed during the last leg-
islative session.

The law permits all cities and
counties to have local referen-
dums to allow alcoholic bever-
age sales by the drink in restau-
rants that seat at least 100 peo-
ple and get at least 70 percent
of their gross income from the
sale of food. :

John Frith Stewart, attorney
for the Temperance League,
called the statute unconstitu-
tional because Kentucky law
prohibits legislation that bene-
fits only one segment of soci-
ety. :

“One of the primary con-
cerns is the fact that this legis-
lation is directed to restaurants
only,” Stewart said. “It extends
to them a special privilege that
is not (available) to others.”

Claude Witt, director of the
Temperance League, said the
statute also extends new privi-
leges to smaller cities.

Previously, cities that are
smaller than a fourth-class city
had to have a county-wide wet-
dry referendum, Witt said. Under
this law, fifth- and sixth-class cit-
ies (those with 3,000 residents or
fewer) could hold their own vote.

“We’re going into virgin ter-
ritory with this type of sale,” Witt
added. The state’s Alcoholic
Beverage Commission has no fee
schedule for such licenses and it
doesn’t have enough officers to
inspect all the cities that might be
affected by the law.

“Plus it’s a tremendous drain
on these counties that pay for
these votes,” he added. I believe
it’s going to be ruled unconstitu-
tional.”

Named as defendants in the
suit are state Attorney General
Ben Chandler; George Lusby,
county judge/executive for Scott
County; and Donna Perry, coun-
ty clerk for Scott County. |

A spokesman for Chandler
said the attorney general’s office
has received the suit but has a
standing policy against discuss-
ing pending litigation.

In addition to asking that the
statute be thrown out, the lawsuit
is seeking an injunction against
allowing referendums in Scott
County based on the statute.

If the law is upheld, Witt said,
the impact will be felt through-
out the commonwealth. “I predict
that if we’re unsuccessful, ... in
five years we won’t have any dry
counties in Kentucky.”

 plained.

KBG long-term volunteer work gets director

Eric Allen has been elected to lead
the Kentucky Baptist Convention’s
Missions Service Corps ministry. He
will be responsible for helping expand
Kentucky Baptists” emphasis on volun-
teer mission efforts.

Allen has served since 1986 as min-
ister of music and youth at Hyland Bap-
tist Church in Henderson. He was elect-
ed to the new MSC position July 20 by
the KBC Executive Board’s administra-
tive committee.

Larry Martin, leader of
the KBC missions growth
team, said the new position
has been under discussion for
three years. “We’ve been let-
ting Missions Service Corps
grow gradually in Kentucky
until we were ready to call
a full-time person,” he ex-

Allen

Martin said 55 Kentucky
Baptists currently are serving
as MSC volunteers. The volunteer min-
istry program, founded in 1976, is con-
ducted in cooperation with the South-
ern Baptist North American Mission
Board.

Describing MSC as a “long-term
adult volunteer program,” Martin said
itis Southern Baptists’ fastest-growing
area of missions involvement. Among
nearly 5,000 missionaries under ap-
pointment by NAMB, Martin said more
than one-third are MSC volunteers.

Volunteers work at least 20 hours a
week for four months or longer, Martin
explained. “They do anything a career
missionary does,” he added, noting that
their volunteer ministry efforts are val-
ued at millions of dollars a year.

Martin said Allen’s responsibilities
will include “keeping a running list of
ministry opportunities to be circulated
in Kentucky and throughout the nation

rejected arguments by Assistant
Attorney General Jennifer Carrico

_ognize the historical origi

tinctly tehglous document,” Hood prec :
the estabhshment clause of the Con-
‘ smuﬁon - ;

through the Mission Service Corps net-
work.” Allen’s position will be jointly
funded by the KBC and NAMB.

Allen also will help Kentucky Bap-
tist Brotherhood, Woman'’s Missionary
Union, campus ministers and partner-
ship missions leaders recruit and train
MSC volunteers.

Allen said he and his wife, Sherry,
have been active participants in short-
term mission projects.

Affirming the opportuni-
ty “to have an impact on
those who feel called to mis-
sions,” Allen said, “God has
taught me a lot of things
through the local church that
will help me in working with
volunteers called to do mis-
sions.

“I'm excited about what
God is going to do,” he said.
“I’m excited about what
Mission Service Corps can
do for us as Kentucky Baptists. God is
using people in short-term missions,
many of whom | may sensea call to long-
term missions.’

Allen said his personal vision for the
new position is “to see the number of
Mission Service Corps volunteers in-
crease. It is exciting to see there are peo-
ple out there who want to serve and
there are positions out there. It’s a mat-
ter of putting the two together.”

Prior to serving in Henderson, Allen
was minister of music and youth at
Lynn Acres Baptist Church in Louis-
ville, Central Baptist Church in Leba-
non and Salem Baptist Church in
Campbellsville. A graduate of Camp-
bellsville University and Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Louisville,
Allen is a member of the KBC Execu-
tive Board and a former member of the
KBC Nominating Committee.

reportersheisdis-
ith the ruling. “We were
trying to promote religion,” he
“We were simply trying to rec-
of ourj,

ionoflaw.
don’ tbeheve we have aﬂawed
nt,” he told the Louisville
I Joumal “I believe it’s a
iary tha“would miscon-
ecognition of our
as a violationof

disaster relief, chaplaincy and campus ministry.

“The sky’s the limit’ for MSC program

Kentucky Baptists’ 55 Mission Service Corps volunteers
currently serve in such ministry areas as construction,

“Eric Aller’s goal is for the number of volunteers and'
ministry areas to rapidly expand And he is the person

- Kentucky Baptlst Ieaders have called on to help make that
' ,happe L
~ Alleny

s:e!ected earller this month as the state

| BLUEGRASS BURGOO

M Foundation adds new staff member.
Jennifer Curtis recently was hired by
Kentucky Baptist Foundation as
accounting manager. She previously was
audit manager for Deloitte & Touche,
where she worked 5 1/2 years
specializing in the not-for-profit industry.
She will be responsible for the overall
accounting function at the foundation.

Curtis

M Mrs. Kentucky to promote KBHC, foster parenting. As the
newest Mrs. Kentucky International, Crystal Jacobsen of
Louisville is partnering with Kentucky Baptist Homes for
Children to educate the public on the nationwide shortage of
foster parents and to create awareness of physical and sexual
abuse against children.

W Campbellsville launches ministry project. Campbellsville -
University recently began a new ministry opportunity named
Kentucky Heartland Outreach. The effort was developed to
minister to the needs of central Kentucky. “It's our dream that
KHO will not only involve Campbellsville University students,
but also a great number of groups nationwide,” said
Campbellsville President Mike Carter. For information, call the
school’s office of campus ministries at (270) 289-5227.

M Concert to benefit Baptist children’s homes. The
Redemption Quartet and six other Southern Gospel groups
will perform Aug. 5 in Cynthiana in a benefit concert for
Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children. The event will begin at
5 p.m. at Whalen’s Auction Center. For more information, call
Keven Strausbaugh at (606) 273-6238.
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The sky is not falling at SBTS music school

By Ronald Turner

_ Recent days have seen the loss of
three music professors at Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary. Some letters
to the Western Recorder and a recent
article reporting the resignations have
created an impression that the semi-
nary’s school of church music and wor-
ship is no longer a high quality institu-
tion. Having taught here for 27 years, I

quality of students remains high.

I Degree programs—In 1973 we
offered two degrees, the master of
church music and the doctor of musical
arts, which have changed very little over
the years. The MCM still is our most
popular degree. Today we also offer the
master of music for professional musi-
cians working in part-time church mu-
sic positions, the master of divinity in
church music for associate pastors with

take this negative impli- major responsibilities in
cation rather personally. music, and the doctor of

Undoubtgfily, w}; c 0 M M E NTA RY music ministry for min-
will miss our departing isters already working

colleagues, but they are neither indis-
pensable nor irreplaceable. In the course
of life, faculty come and go. The loss of
three at the same time is more an unfor-
tunate coincidence than a dire portent
for the school of church music and wor-
ship.

Here is a comparison of the school
of 2000 with that of 1973, when I be-
gan teaching:

I Faculty—1973, eight full-time;
2000, seven full-time, two senior pro-
fessors.

B Students—1973, 140; 2000, 90,
with a substantial increase in applica-
tions for the fall semester.

0 Quality of students—The one con-
stant has been in talent. While our en-
rollment numbers are lower than dur-
ing our “boom” years of the 1980s, the

in churches, missions or denomination-
al agencies.

Our faculty recently developed both
amaster of divinity and a master of arts
in worship (unfortunately reported in a
seminary press release as a master of
arts in “praise and worship”). In 1973,
the study of worship at Southern Semi-
nary was virtually nonexistent. In 2000
we offer two substantial programs cen-
tered on this most important aspect of
church life.

In 1973, the future appeared to be
status quo. Little changed from year to
year. After a “boom” in the late *70s and
’80s, enrollment declined—the result of
a general decrease in college music
majors in church music. This decline
began well before the advent of the cur-
rent administration.

Our numerical decline is not from
lack of support on the part of the semi-
nary administration. President Albert
Mohler takes a great personal interest
in maintaining the highest quality of
church music study, and his support of
music faculty has been unflagging. His
mandate is to continue what we have
done well in the past, then to break new
ground.

Another reason for lower enrollment
is our separation from Cooperative Bap-
tist Fellowship churches and alumni dis-
enchanted with the more conservative
stance of today’s Southern Seminary.
What I will tell these friends is that our
students receive as good an education
as ever. As in 1973, our graduates of
2000 leave well equipped to deal with
constantly shifting dynamics of music
and worship in local churches. If any-
thing, they are better prepared than past
counterparts to cope with the instability
that pervades both conservative and
moderate churches’ approaches to wor-
ship and church music.

No, the sky is not falling on the
school of church music and worship.
With a little help from old friends, and
with continued support from the newer
constituency of the seminary, this
school will flourish for generations to
come. Send us students. We will train
them well to serve your churches.
Ronald Turner is a professor of church

music at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville

KBC in good hands

Recently I was in Kentucky to
speak at the Joshua
Project, a training event
for pastors and their wives
that was sponsored by the
Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention leadership devel-
opment department. It
was most encouraging to
observe the participants
hard at work, learning bet-
ter how to lead their
churches.

I just want to say that I have never
seen or heard of a state convention ex-

BAPTIST

FORUM

ecutive director who has gotten off to a
finer start in discharging his responsi-
bilities than has Dr. Bill Mackey. We
miss him in South Caroli-
na but I am most proud of
the way God is using him
in the Bluegrass State along
with other former South
Carolina state workers—
Joy Bolton, Richard Ad-
ams and Karl Babb. I an-

tists will be in good hands
in years to come.

Carlisle Driggers

Executive Director

South Carolina Baptist Convention

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

Blood drive offers unique witness

Kentucky Baptists are gearing up for
a unique commemoration of the 75th
anniversary of the Cooperative Program

was discovered. Due to a rare blood type
and emergency situation, we had to ap-
peal for volunteer donors over the local
radio station. We have never

by giving an unprecedented
gift to the people of Ken-
tucky. Through Operation
Cooperation, a statewide
blood drive set for Sept. 10-
23, Kentucky Baptists have
an opportunity to put into
practice the caring, compas-
sion and cooperation that the
Cooperative Program is all
about. It’s a great way to link
the celebration of missions to

Bill Mackey

forgotten those volunteers.

. In order to make this
statewide event a reality, 10
blood service organizations
that serve Kentucky are co-
ordinating their efforts. This
has never happened before,
and their leaders are enthusi-
astic about the opportunities.
However, because all of their
equipment is dedicated to

real-life needs locally.

I suspect that nearly all families have
benefited from the generous gift of life-
giving blood from someone else at some
point in time. For me this occurred when
Kay and I had just finished seminary
and were serving for the summer in
Latta, S.C. Our first pregnancy was ec-
topic and fortunately for us the fallopi-
an tube rupture was a slow leak instead
of a hemorrhage. However, Kay lost
five pints of blood before the problem

4 WESTERN RECORDER M AUGUST 1, 2000

this effort, we want to make
sure all quotas are met and exceeded.

Everyone can be a part of this effort
even if he or she can’t be a blood do-
nor. Volunteers are needed to plan, pro-
mote, schedule appointments and serve
as greeters. Also, the fun runs that are
part of many of the local blood drive
celebrations will utilize volunteers in
addition to the runners.

Blood drives are being planned at
51 different sites. Each drive is being

ticipate that Kentucky Bap- .

Sensitive & sensible

Thank you, Mr. Henderson, for your
sensitive and sensible editorial, “Priest-
hood is ‘what it all comes down to.””

Since a group cannot be a priest, I
must conclude that “the priesthood of
believers” and “the priesthood of the be-
liever” mean the same thing. I do not
need Al Mohler to try to tell me they do
not.

How sad it is that our present lead-
ers in the Southern Baptist Convention
continue to be so divisive and mean-
spirited.

L.C. Patterson
Corbin

planned by a local committee and will
be held at a strategically located church
or Baptist ministry site. Churches
throughout the area are promoting the
blood drive and scheduling donor ap-
pointments.

Kentucky Baptist Healthcare Sys-
tem is cooperating by helping KBC pro-
vide T-shirts for all participants and
volunteers. Many thanks to Tommy
Smith, CEO, and each BHS hospital
president. Directors of missions, colle-
giate ministry directors and Baptist col-
lege leaders also are cooperating in this
great effort.

For more information and to find the
blood drive site nearest you, please vis-
it our Web site at www.kybaptist.org
and click on the Operation Cooperation
logo. You also can call to indicate your
willingness to donate blood or to be a
volunteer by calling our office at (502)
254-4731 in the Louisville area or (888)
254-5713 out in the state.

It is all about cooperation—a hall-
mark for Kentucky Baptists. Plan now
to be a part.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Super Saturday
shares ways to
manage money

By Doug Strader
According to one Web site that

deals . with
finances,
American
credit card
holders can
expect inter-
est charges to
increase by

FINANCIAL
an estimated

$1.4 billion

- during the next year because of rate
increases by the Federal Reserve.
There are approximately 78 mil-
lion households that have at least
one credit card, and the average
balance is $7,564.

The same Web site reported
that by the end of 1999 Americans
had amassed $462 billion in bank
credit card debt and $88 billion in
retail credit card debt (department
stores, gasoline, etc.). Additional-
ly, the Consumer Federation of
America reported that 70 percent
of undergraduates at four-year col-
leges have at least one credit card.
The average credit amount owed
by students is more than $2,000,
and one-fifth of them carry a debt
of more than $10,000!

If these statistics are even close
to reality, we have a serious prob-
lem with money and its use in our
society. Churches have a respon-
sibility to help their members and
constituents know how to deal with
their finances. There are many
ways churches can begin the pro-
cess of helping people’know how
to manage their money. A myriad
of helps is available from Christian
bookstores, the Internet, financial
planners and from your state con-
vention stewardship office.

During the Super Saturday con-
ferences late this summer, we will
offer an afternoon workshop on
“How to Get Out of Debt.” This
conference is designed to help
churches know how to begin the
process of helping their people be-
come debt-free. It is designed to be
amotivation to get churches to of-
fer such training to their members.
If you are interested in providing
this much-needed tool for the
members of your church, plan to
attend the workshop and begin the
process of meeting a great need.

Super Saturday also will in-
clude an afternoon workshop on
“How to Develop a Family Bud-
get.” Although the workshop will
not be able to cover all that is in-
volved in setting up a budget, it can
serve as the starting point for
churches to begin the process of
providing another much-needed
service to members.

If you have questions, give me
acall at (888) 254-5708 or e-mail
me at douglas_strader @kybaptist.
org.

Doug Strader is director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention’s steward-
ship department
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How should parents respond
when adult children divorce?

Q: My husband and | have had a difficult time dealing with
our daughter’s divorce. The divorce has been nasty and we
cannot seem to do anything helpful. Any suggestions?

A lifetime of parenting cannot prepare
us for all the challenges we face when
our children divorce. In the midst of the
emotional turmoil, there is a strong
desire to help. We would like to reduce
our children’s pain and help in practical

“ways.

Here are what some children have
suggested their parents have done to be
helpful:

1 Keep the situation at an adult-to-adult level. Don’t do
parent to child.

1 Maintain a proper distance. Don’t get over involved.

1 Play a supportive role. Don’t try to take over.

- B Know how to be a good listener. Advice may be
secondary to good listening skills.

B Some divorced children move back in with their parents.
Make sure the expectations are clear beforehand.

1 Pray for the circumstances and the people involved.
Forgiveness may be hard, but it is important.

These are the main suggestions to parents from children
who have been through divorce. Additional concerns for you
and your husband may be in relating to the ex-spouse,
handling anger and guilt, knowing when to help or not and
finding new roles with your grandchildren. The ripple effect of
divorce is something that surprises most people, but is
particularly important to recognize in close family situations.
Ask for help if you get stuck. See Elaine Seppa’s book, “When
Our Children D|vorce —Jon Rainbow

Q: My 16-year-old son wants to get his driving license, but
refuses to let us teach him to drive safely. He has been
driving farm machinery and trucks in the fields, but has not
driven on interstates or in town. He gets upset if we
mention enrolling him in a city driving school. He had a
minimum course here, but we think he needs more
training. He will want to drive to ballgames in Louisville
and Lexington. Should we give in?

No, you have a substantial concern that seems realistic.
While he is correct to a point, he does not yet know his
limitations. He can drive. He knows the basics. But he does
not yet know how to manage certain driving situations, such
as merging into a busy interstate, driving in four lanes of
heavy traffic or following properly in heavy traffic.

He has the basic knowledge, but has not developed the
applications in pressure situations. Some driving wisdom
comes with experience, but a good specialized education
program goes a long way in teaching defensive, safe driving
in a variety of situations. Wise driving comes from
experience. He can learn from the experience of others
(teachers and parents) or he can learn from his own
mistakes. Driving mistakes can be serious, even deadly. Insist
that he learn the easy way.

If there are no specialized schools nearby, talk to family
friends or your insurance agent about options. Usually we
parents are too impatient to teach them ourselves, but a bit of
tussle and strife is better than a wreck.— Wade Rowatt

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children at St.
Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell, minister to
singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington; Jon Rainbow, a
clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral
Counseling Center in Louisville. Send questions for Family Forum
to Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec@ntr.net.
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Hectic days offer reminder of true priorities

Last week was a study in contrasts for me—from
the quiet reflections on the life and ministry of a friend
who died unexpectedly to the festive celebration of a
Promise Keepers conference. There also were the usu-
al deadlines, jam-packed family schedule—and even an
inquiry about a decades-old rumor about Madalyn Mur-
ray O’Hair. Where does one begin? For starters ...

B Beware of false rumors. Exactly 25 years ago this
week—on Aug. 1, 1975—the Federal Communications
Commission rejected an effort to have reli-
gious programming banned from public air-
waves. That was the official end of Petition
2493. But you wouldn’t know that based on
letters still circulated by well-meaning folks
in churches, offices and civic clubs.

Somewhere along the way, the legend of
Petition 2493 erroneously was linked to
O’Hair, an outspoken atheist who led the ef-
fort to have prayer banned from public schools
in 1963. Although O’Hair never had any con-
nection to the failed FCC petition, the rumor
quickly gained a life of its own. The latest
version claims the petition would force the

“Touched by an Angel” television series off Trenms Henderson

the air—also a false charge.

Even though the rumors aren’t true, what’s the harm
in adding your name to a petition opposing 24937 Just
as concerned Christians would check the accuracy of a
rumor in a local church rather than spreading gossip, it
is essential to take the same precautions when address-
ing national issues. To do otherwise is to promote gos-
sip and weaken the Christian community’s credibility.

B Keeping promises. Ten years ago, Promise Keep-
ers got off to a modest start with a gathering of 72 men
led by Bill McCartney. Since that time, the men’s min-
istry has grown into one of the largest movements in
evangelical Christian history, reaching more than 3.5
million men and boys.

Despite financial challenges, reduced attendance and
occasional outside criticism, Promise Keepers is enter-
ing its second decade as a vibrant, valuable men’s or-

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

ganization. That energy and vision was reflected dur-
ing last weekend’s PK conference in Louisville’s Free-
dom Hall. More than 18,000 participants spent the
weekend praising God, confessing sin and listening to
words of challenge and encouragement from McCart-
ney and others.

Urging everyone in the crowd to seek “a clean heart
and a fresh start,” Coach Mac said, “Don’t leave here
with any unconfessed sin.” That’s a worthy message
for any Christian organization to proclaim.

M A legacy to cherish. Two days before
Promise Keepers, I traveled to Nashville for
the memorial service of Al Shackleford. He
died July 23 in an automobile accident.

Al a longtime Southern Baptist journalist,
was a personal encourager to me and many of
my peers during our early years in denomina-
tional journalism. A fair, balanced reporter and
deeply committed Christian, ironically he was
most widely known for being fired in 1990 as
head of Baptist Press—part of the political
fallout from the past two decades of denomi-
national discord.

His dismissal, along with colleague Dan
Martin, was among the lowest points in re-
cent convention turmoil. The two were fired without
specific charges by convention leaders in a closed- door
meeting secured by armed guards.

Shackleford emphasized at the time that his primary
concern was the right of Baptists to be informed about
denominational issues. “I could have saved my job by
compromising my principles but my job wasn’t the is-
sue,” he said. “It has always been the Baptist right to
know.”

During Shackleford’s memorial service, his pastor
recounted that incident, noting that “one of the things
that made Al dangerous was that he lived his beliefs.”

That was the-Al Shackleford I knew and respected. I
pray that I can follow that example—whether it’s coun-
tering false rumors, reporting about major Christian
events or honoring the memory of a friend.

Christian higher education—quality counts

By James Taylor

“I am the way, the truth and the life”
(John 14:6).

Since there was no concept of zero
when the calendar was constructed, the
new millennium technically does not
occur until Jan. 1, 2001.
However, who can argue
we stand on the verge of

write concisely, question assumptions,
draw conclusions, manipulate data and,
more importantly, to be a valuable team
member while being both a leader and
a follower.

In the midst of rapid changes, quali-
ty, value-centered higher education in-
stitutions will not only survive but thrive
and, in my view, flourish
since Mom and Dad will
continue to send off

anew day dawning in the young Johnny and Suzie
midst of rapid technolog- for four more years of
ical change? Yet as Chiris- maturation and socializa-
tians, we hold to a 5“ Issues tion. Our Baptist residen-

changeless gospel in
changing times.

Jesus said, “I am the
way.” He didn’t say a way
or some way or one of many ways, but
rather He said “the way.” Jesus said it,
and through faith I believe it.

Indeed, change itself is rapidly ac-
celerating. The traditional 18- to 21-
year-old student constitutes a smaller
portion of the total educational commu-
nity as larger numbers of older adult
learners, females and minorities enter
the educational market, many through
Internet opportunities. Yet the curricu-
lum at many institutions has become
narrow, fragmented and insular, with-
out breadth, depth or substance.

Since the average person will change
careers five to 10 times, liberal arts ed-
ucation teaches students to think criti-
cally, speak logically and persuasively,

FOR THE NEW
MILLENNIUM

tial institutions will sur-
vive, thrive and flourish
for the same reason malls
are packed even though
catalogs and television offer home
shopping. Our Baptist colleges are high-
tech and high-touch, blending the best
in instruction and technology through
high expectations and caring concern.

Quality counts. While in Kentucky
our private colleges enroll only 12 per-
cent of the higher education population,
we grant approximately 30 percent of
all the degrees in the state in the pure
sciences, math, economics and other
key fields, producing keen minds, warm
hearts and helping hands. Significant
numbers of our alumni also constitute
the deacons, lay leadership, pastors,
ministers of youth and musicians in our
local Kentucky Baptist churches—no
small contribution.

Jesus said, “I am the truth.” In con-
trast to current trends, our colleges
steadfastly hold to the truth as found in
the person of Jesus Christ. We seek to
teach students to think clearly, to act
purely with honest motives, to love our
fellow man sincerely and to trust God
securely.

Do our Baptist colleges have faults?
Of course. Clearly there are imperfec-
tions. But compare our Baptist colleges
with the vast, dark subculture soliciting
innocent freshmen and others on the
basis of seductive drink and drug cul-
tures, sexual preferences and even in
some circumstances, satanism. Wake
up and see youngsters being robbed of
their innocence on many hedonistic
campuses. After all, choosing a college
has to do with lifelong beliefs, values,
careers, goals and, in many instances,
selecting one’s spouse.

Jesus said, “T am the life.” How shal-
low and unfulfilling life can become
without the purpose and hope available
through our Christian faith. The educa-
tion once provided by parents, schools
and libraries is now carried largely by
the entertainment industry—including
MTYV and the Internet.

In this ambiguous age, there is no
living without the life,
no going without the
light and no knowing
without the truth.

James Taylor is presi-
dent of Cumberland
College in Williamsburg
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CELEBRATION Promise
Keepers from several states
convened in Louisville July
28-29 to sing, pray and
hear words of challenge
and encouragement.

M Above: Dawson
McAllister invites teens and
children to nominate their
oads for “God’s hall of
fame for fathers.” B Right:
Joseph Garlington urges
participants to “bring your
lives under the lordship of
Jesus Christ.” B Far right:
A men’s choir, sporting
T-shirts that read “Real
Men Sing Real Loud,”
helps lead in worship.
(Photos by David Winfrey)

Loulswlle PK rally attracts sell-out crowd of 18,000

Continued from page 1

videos and small-group prayer huddles
in typical Promise Keepers’ style, the
Louisville event featured messages by
McCartney and other speakers.

James Ryle, one of Promise Keep-
ers’ founding board members and Mc-
Cartney’s former pastor, urged partici-
pants to run a victorious Christian race.

Holding up a Bible and a pistol, Ryle
told the crowd, “One of these is loaded
and ready to fire. The other one shoots
blanks.”

Preaching from Hebrews 12:1-3, he
said the keys to successfully starting a
race are to get on your mark, get set and
go. Noting that man’s first mark is the
mark of sin inherited from Adam, he
said Jesus Christ also offers the mark
of forgiveness.

‘Warning that “our goodness takes us

WESTERN RECORDER H A

as far away from God as our evil does,”
he added, “God does not want you to
be good; He wants you to be born
again.”

Ryle said the keys to getting set are
to listen to the right crowd, follow the
rigid code and keep one’s eyes on the
reigning Christ.

“If you listen to losers, you’re going
to be a loser,” he said. “If you listen to
champions, you’re going to be a cham-
pion.”

Citing the unwavering commitment
and courage of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who refused to bow down
before an idol despite the threat of exe-
cution, Ryle urged each man present to
“be a stand-up man in a bow-down
world.” -

Ryle said following the rigid code
involves enduring temptations and tri-

als. “You ve got hardships in front of
you,” he said. “It’s not easy following
Christ. He is going against the tide of
popular culture.”

The solution, Ryle said, is keeping
one’s eyes on Christ. “This is a mara-
thon you are going to run,” he empha-
sized. “It’s worth it. Go the distance.”

Ryle concluded with a public invi-
tation by holding up the pistol loaded
with blanks. Encouraging men to “go
to Christ,” he shouted, “On your mark.
Get set. Go,” as he fired the pistol into
the air. A total of 425 people responded
to the invitation, according to Promise
Keepers officials.

Among other speakers:

B Joe White, president of Kanakuk
Kamps in Branson, Mo., invited the
crowd to join him on an imaginary trip
to a dark alley in Jerusalem 2000 years
ago to visit a Roman cross builder.

Carrying a log down the arena’s cen-
ter aisle and onto the stage, White used

~ ahatchet, spikes and hammer to fash-

ion a cross as he talked.

Recounting Jesus’ claim that He was
the Son of God, the builder said, “If this
man is truly who He says He is, even I
have hope.

“This man Jesus claims He will
come back to life again,” he added. “No
man survives the Roman cross.

“If He’s lying, you’ll never hear this
story again. But if this story is true, this
is a day that this world will never for-
get.

“I don’t know about you,” the cross
builder said, “but I'll be around on Sun-
day; I’ll be around to watch.”

Affirming that what the cross build-
er heard was true, White said the great-
est sermon Jesus ever preached “was the
sermon that He gave with the cross on
His back.”

“Men, the cross is all about forgive-
ness,” he declared. “A man with a cross
on his back has no room for a chip.on
his shoulder.”

B Dave Stone, associate pastor of
Southeast Christian Church in Louis-
ville, said he dreams of a city where the
truth is preached, churches are unified,
marriages are treasured and the lost are
found.

“People are searching for reliable
answers,” he said. “On matters of eter-
nity, I would rather know the truth than
have false hope.”

Citing the need for Christian unity,
Stone said, “It’s time for churches to
stop putting up barriers and tear them
down. You don’t have to be my twin to
be my brother.”

B Author and youth speaker Daw-
son McAllister said the key to effective
fatherhood is to train up children in the
way they should go.

“It’s a calling to be a father,” he said,
emphasizing that spiritual guidance is
essential to prepare children to mature
and “walk with God in the middle of a
tempting and dangerous world.”

In a session targeted to teens and
children, McAllister invited young men
to publicly nominate their dads for
“God’s hall of fame for fathers.”

“To honor your earthly father is to
also honor your Heavenly Father,” he
said. “Always give him honor and God
will honor you.”

McCartney concluded the weekend
rally with a call for men to pursue lives
of nobility. He said nobility involves
leadership that reflects excellence, com-
passion, justice and spiritual integrity.

Noting that the typical church has
*“only one in 100 men who are truly men
of nobility,” he said such characteris-
tics must begin at home.

Nobility also “sees the needs in oth-
ers and responds to it,” he said, adding
that nobility “is nurtured in the local
church.”

“God is only asking for one tlung—
a willing heart,” McCartney said. “It’s
all day, every day.”

Calling for men to submit to their
pastors’ leadership, McCartney invited
the pastors to step into the aisles and
face the crowd. As scores of pastors
stood throughout the arena, the crowd
responded with a standing ovation.

“It’s time men took responsibility for
the welfare of their pastors,” McCart-
ney declared. “We should be lifting
them up and celebrating them.

“You are not alone,” he told the min-
isters. “We’ll be there for you. We love
you and we respect you.”
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DECISION TIMES Throughout the two-day Promise Keepers meeting, organizers

encouraged men to discuss what they were hearing with other men. The organization
encourages the use of accountability groups to help men keep their commitments.
W Above: C.J. Victor (left) and Shane Embry, of Union Baptist Church in Northern
Kentucky, discuss the previous speaker’s comments on parenting and families.  Below:
Three men form a prayer circle during the decision time Friday night.

Kentucky men hope weekend

results in long-term impact

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Several men who
attended the Promise Keepers rally in
Louisville said they came to charge
their spiritual batteries so that they can
make a difference when they return
home.

“Less of me and more of Jesus.
That’s definitely what I want to
change,” said Warren Williams, a mem-
ber of Dixie Park Full Gospel Baptist
Church in Berea.

Like Williams, several men said they
saw the event as an opportunity to deep-
en their Christian faith.

C.J. Victor, amember of Union Bap-
tist Church in Northern Kentucky, said
he went to the event to see what Chris-
tian fellowship felt like among more
than 18,000 people. "

“You could feel the Holy Spirit
moving throughout the whole crowd,
and it’s just about to lift the roof off the
place,” said Victor, 44, who lives in
Hebron.“There’s no way to leave here
the same way you walked in.”

Tom Curry, pastor of Parkland Bap-
tist Church in Louisville, said he en-
joyed the behind-the-scenes perspective
he gained as a member of the all-male
choir that participated in the worship.
“What started out as a free ticket turned
into a real blessing,” said Curry, who
praised Promise Keepers’ high level of
organization while still keeping the ex-
periences authentic.

“These people kinow what they’re
doing,” he said. Organizers maintained
a “sense of anticipation that God’s go-
ing to show up and it’s going to be won-
derful.”

Curry said he also was glad to learn
how to strengthen men’s ministry work
at Parkland Baptist.

“I think it’s going to affect my wor-
ship,” he said, adding that he’s been
encouraged to be more creative on Sun-
day mornings. Noting that if Promise
Keepers speakers can use a starter’s gun
and a 400-pound cross to illustrate their
messages, “It’s probably OK to get out
of the box (pulpit).”

Hap Strunk, a deacon at First Bap-
tist Church of Whitley City, called the
meeting “a wonderful time to renew
your commitment and have your own
personal revival.”

He said his church brought 12 men
to Louisville and he hopes the experi-
ence will result in more of them being
involved in personal evangelism.

“There’s a lost world out there, and
it could be changed one (person) at a
time,” Strunk said. “If each person here
could go home and find one lost person
and lead them to Christ, see what could
be done?”

Promise Keepers spokesman Steve
Chavis said the organization intends for
participants to take their experiences
back to their churches where they can
have long-term impacts on their com-
munities.

In Louisville, Chavis said, PK ap-
pears to be just one aspect of a list of
spiritual events that are uniting local
churches. He cited the previous Tony
Evans crusade and an upcoming meet-
ing of the National Seminar for Fathers.
“It seems like there’s something going
on in Louisville, occasions to work to-
gether as churches,” Chavis said.
“That’s really the hope for Louisville,
and we share that.”

KenTuCKY BAPTIST MINISTERS’ ANNUAL

September 18 & 19, 2000
Ben Hawes State Park Golf Course

Owensboro, Ky.
Cost: $65 (includes green fees for 2 days of golf,
awards and banquet Monday, 6 p.m.)

Call the state park at (270) 685-2011 to reserve your Monday
tee time. Tuesday will be a “Shotgun” start, beginning at 8 a.m.

Motel Accommodations: Sleep Inn (double room: $54.94 plus tax;
reservations under “Kentucky Baptist Convention.” Call by Sept. 6)

| Registration for Kentucky Baptist Ministers’ Golf Tournament

: Name
| Church :
| Church Address

| city

State ZIP

Ministerial Position

I

|

: Enclosed $15 non-refundable deposit due with registration
| (balance due at tournament)

| _______ $65 (full amount)

I Please mail to: The Youth and Recreation Department, Kentucky
| Baptist Convention, PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253

|

|

Registration Deadline: Sept. 13
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- RESIDENT GRANDPARENTS Ken and Beth Curry, Campers on
- Mission volunteers, serve as resident grandparents and help
instruct during crafts time at Mission Adventure Camps (Photo by
Dwayne Doyle)

Brotherhood camps seekmg to
train next generation in missions

CEDARMORE—Combining adventure sports with
missions education, Missions Adventure Camp’s director
says he thinks the camp has turned the corner on a program
that in recent years has suffered from low attendance.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention’s Brotherhood
department sponsors the camps, previously known as Camp
Rabro. That name alluded to Brotherhood’s ties to RAs, or
Royal Ambassadors, the Southern Baptist missions
education program.

Camp coordinator Dwayne Doyle said the new name
intends to cast the net wider for churches that don’t have RA
programs but do want to teach young boys about living a
missions lifestyle.

~ “It comes from a mission statement that we've
developed,” Doyle said. “Missions Adventure Camp exists to
present the gospel to all campers so that they may become
well-informed, responsible followers of Christ, having a
Christ-like concern for all people, learning how the message
of Christ is carried around the world, working with others in
sharing Christ and keeping themselves clean and healthy in

mind and body.”

‘The program offers three lengths of stays, depending on
age: Three week-long camps for 4th-8th graders and two
half-week camps and two father-son overnight stays for
boys in grades 1-3.

Doyle said any church youth group can benefit from the
camp’s focus. “We seek to teach missions as a way of In‘e
and not just a location.” '
~ Disaster relief volunteers prepare and serve meals,
teaching about their work. Missionaries are on site for the
week-long program, which includes mission work time.

The total program’s attendance reached 245 this year, up
from an all-time low last year of about 200 campers. Doyle
said. Some of the increase is due to scholarships for youth
through programs such as the Angel Tree project for at-risk
inner-city kids. But Doyle added attendance also rose
because of the effort’s new direction and commitment from
Kentucky Baptist Convention department directors.

~ Doyle admitted that Missions Adventure Camp faces two
challenges. “One is overcoming our history.” During the

- 1990s, the camp had a new director and different staff
almost every year, he said. “I'm committed to bemg here for
a while. | want to see this turn around.” :

‘The second challenge, he said, involves getting the word

out about what the camp has to offer. Today’s youth have a
variety of options, Doyle noted, including such programs as
YMCA or 4-H camps

“But we do have something more than just your civic
camp he said. “We offer camping with a purpose, and that
purpe- 3 to grow the next generatmn of on-mission
Christi . .
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CAMP SCENES Organizers say response to Crossings at the Creek has been so positive that about half of next year’s spots a/rea /
be reserved by the time the camp closes this week. B Above: Blake Booth (left) and Scott Brignac of Louisiana lead worship during an
evening worship service. M Below: Tai Yarbrough counsels a camper learning to ski. (Photos by David Winfrey)

Crossings director pleased with first year

JONATHAN CREEK—Chest-
pounding, high-energy music greets the
teenagers as they enter the building for
the evening worship service.

Lights and smoke surround the
youth as the worship team leads about
250 students in singing songs to and
about God.

After about 30 minutes of music,
Crossings at the Creek’s camp preach-
er Ron Turner leads the teenagers to
hold their Bibles over their heads as he
says, “Thy Word is alamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path; boom chaka,
laka.”

Turner tells the story of Noah, con-
necting Noah’s close relationship with
God with the obedience to build an ark
before God flooded the earth. Tumer
asks the audience members to analyze
whether they are in constant relation-
ship with God or have “a pause-button
relationship.”

“Because God and Noah were tight,
Noah did what was right,” he says.

After the worship and invitation is
given, a teenage boy tells his church that
he has decided to become a Christian.

Amid the water sports, messy games
and silly skits, organizers say that the
teenager’s decision represents the real
purpose for Christian camping at
Jonathan Creek and Cedarmore this
sumimer.

Combined attendance is up at the
camps, and organizers say they are op-
timistic that it will be even higher in
2001.

The new camp experience at
Jonathan Creek called “Crossings at the
Creek” has been successful in atten-
dance and spiritual impact, according to
organizers.

Jonathan Creek director Ron Tipton
said the recreation equipment and other
attractions of summer camp are part of
the tools of ministry for sharing the gos-
pel message with youth who aren’t
Christians and encouraging those who
are to grow in their faith. “To be able to
introduce them to Jesus Christ and say,

Crossings at the Creek

Where: Jonathan Creek

Duration: Eight one-week sessions

Cost: $265 per camper-

Attendance: 1,500 campers from
grades 7-12

Scripture basis: John 5:24

‘Here’s the things God wants to do in
your life. Will you let Him?"”

For Crossings, the big attraction is

water sports on Kentucky Lake. Fifteen
lifeguards and staff oversee six wave
runners, two ski boats, canoes, a pon-
toon boat and a water trampoline.
— The opportunity to do something
new attracted the attention of Allyson
Johnson, youth minister at First Baptist
Church of Hormnbeck, La. She and nine
adults drove 12 hours with 41 teenagers
for a recent week at Crossings.

“We got together and prayed about
it and said, ‘Let’s try something differ-
ent,”” she said, adding that two youth
already had made first-time professions
of faith in Jesus.

Tipton said he’s grateful for the
churches that have been praying for the

camps. “I know what is happening at
Crossings is because people and church-
es have been praying,” he said. “People
have been open to God doing a great

work in their lives. ... They’ve met God
in such a way that it’s going to change
their lives forever.”

Rob Turner, who was camp minis-
ter for half of Crossings’ eight weeks,
praised the camp’s freedom of worship.
“The camps I’ ve been a part of before
have been very program oriented.”

For example, Turmner said, one
evening he felt led to read Scripture and
sit down. “God literally camped out in
the room,” he said, adding that a preach-
er’s kid professed faith in Christ that
night. “I’'m not so sure in many minis-
tries if we realize the power of His Word
that is applied by the Holy Spirit.”

Camp counselor Kristen Keeling
said she’s learned how much hard work
goes into being a part of staff. “As a
camper, you don’t see all the hard work
that goes into it, the preparation.”

Among the challenges is getting
emotionally attached to kids they might
see only one week of their lives, said
Keeling, 20, of Bardstown. “You just

-have to let them go, knowing some of

them you’ll see again and some of them
you won’t.”



By David Winfrey
News Director

CEDARMORE—With. every
week full, Discover Youth Weeks at
Cedarmore continue to prove their
popularity among Kentucky Baptist
churches, according to Tom Smoot.

“We are busting at the seams,” said
Smoot, Kentucky Baptist Convention
youth ministry director and coordina-
tor for the camp at Cedarmore. “We
could add more people if we had more
facilities, and that’s a good problem
to have.”

This week is the last of seven
week-long camps at Cedarmore for
youth in grades 7-12. By the end,
Smoot said, total attendance for the
camp should be about 2,200.

This year’s theme has been
“Xtreme Love” based on Ephesians
3:17-19.

“They’re encouraging the young
people to know that God’s love for
them is more extreme than anything
they can encounter here on earth,”
Smoot said. “It is more powerful and
broader and wider than any tempta-
tion that will confront them in high
school or life beyond.”

For the first five weeks, counselors
have recorded 52 first-time profes-

ENTUGKY

Son Teams shine at Cedarmore Discover Youth Camps |

Discover Youth Weeks
Where: Cedarmore

Duration: Seven one-week
sessions

Cost: $146 per camper

Attendance: 2,200 campers
from grades 7-12

Theme: X-treme Love, based on
Ephesians 3:17-19

sions of faith in Jesus, he said.

The Cedarmore camp is a show-
case for Son Teams, the five creative
ministry teams comprised of colle-
giate Baptist Student Union members.
From singing and puppets to sports
and skits, churches continually cite
their creativity and energy as reasons
they keep coming back, Smoot said.

“Churches come back because of
the time and effort that the Son Teams
put into the lives of the young peo-
ple,” he said. “They really make it
happen.”

Smoot said he is encouraged by the
churches’ continuing support for the
program.

“I have had many people tell me
that there is no other camp of the qual-
ity that ours is for the price anywhere,
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period,” he said. A week of camp at
Discover Youth Week costs $146.
This week, the camp is continuing
anew program started last year, called
“Discover Missions Week.” Campers
are involved in 15 projects on the
grounds and in surrounding commu-
nities, from house rehabilitation work
to “random acts of kindness,” such as
washing car windshields or handing

out water.

This year the Son Teams had a
week without camp because a youth
music week was being held at Cedar-
more. They filled the time by travel-
ing to Boston for a sports camp in co-
operation with a church that has been
involved with the Kentucky Baptist
partnership with New England Bap-
tists.

Next year, the camp will expand

Fit 4 Health Fair

heart ¢ soul * mind ° strength
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from seven weeks to eight weeks.
Smoot said that’s a good thing, given
its popularity.

“The challenge is to encourage the
Kentucky Baptist Assemblies to ren-
ovate and enlarge our facilities so we
can grow together,” he said.

Smoot also praised Cedarmore di-
rector Jack Ellerbrook. “He and-his
staff at Cedarmore have been very,
very cooperative in anything and ev-
erything that we’ve wanted to do.
They make it easy for us to have a
quality camp.”
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CEDARMORE M Above
left: Jill Toller, a member
of the Son Praise creative
worship team, leads a Bible
study at Discover Youth
Camp. W Above right: A
dip in the pool is welcome
relief from the summer
heat. M Left: Campers
learn ministry skills in a
puppetry workshop.

M Bottom: Campers
discuss their Christian faith
during a group Bible study.
(Photos by David Babb)
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'MINISTRY

A golden opportunity

I have been receiving more and
more invitations to 50th wedding
anniversary celebrations. Recently
my wife and I attended two in the
same weekend. What a reason to
celebrate. What an inspiration to all
of the family and friends of the hon-
ored couple. What an achievement.
What a legacy!

Now, more than 50 years after
the burst of postwar wed-
dings, many couples are
celebrating their golden
anniversaries.  These
special celebrations are
keeping the party pros
busier than ever. Baker-
ies have increased their
stock of No. 50 orna-
ments and are selling
more multitiered cakes
with gold-tinted roses.
Couples are renewing
their wedding vows as

KENTUCKY

arship fund in honor of his parents’
50th wedding anniversary. What a
great idea!

By making a charitable gift to
commemorate this special occasion
in the lives of these special people,
he and his wife will be creating a
thoughtful tribute while furthering
a cause in which they believe. The
parents being honored, and the chil-
dren paying tribute, are
graduates of the Ken-
tucky Baptist college
where the student schol-
arships will be granted.
Other family and friends
can make additional gifts
to the scholarship fund
now and in the future.
These gifts will live on
and enrich the lives of
countless others.

Why don’t you con-
-sider this kind of tribute

part of the celebrations.
Many of the receptions are being
held in the churches of the honor-
ees. I like what I heard one couple
share about building a lasting mar-
riage relationship. They said, “It
takes perseverance and prayer.”

A golden wedding anniversary
provides a golden opportunity for
you to do something really special,
unique and lasting as a tribute to
those you admire, love and respect.
While visiting with a pastor friend
recently, he shared how he and his
wife were going to establish a schol-

Barry Allen

for your parents, grand-
parents, sibling, pastor and wife,
director of missions and wife or
some other special couple in your

life? We would be honored to as--
sist you in some creative ideas for -

remembering others. Your gift can
take various forms and serve vari-
ous purposes. So, take advantage of
this golden opportunity. Call us toll-
free.

Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701

Health experts say media
violence affecting children

WASHINGTON (BP)—Public
health experts went on record in op-
position to some of the claims of the
entertainment industry regarding me-
dia violence.

In a statement released on Capitol
Hill, officials with the American Med-
ical Association and three other orga-
nizations said more than 1,000 stud-
ies point to a “causal connection be-
tween media violence and aggressive
behavior in some children.”

The public health community has
concluded “viewing entertainment vi-
olence can lead to increases in aggres-
sive attitudes, values and behavior,
particularly in children.”

The study noted that some enter-
tainment business spokesmen contend
media violence is harmless because no
studies demonstrate a connection with

aggressiveness in children. They also’

argue that children recognize televi-
sion programming and movies to be
fantasy. “They are wrong on both
counts,” the statement said.

Though the impact of viewing vi-
olence will vary among children, the
effects, nevertheless, “are measurable
and long-lasting,” the groups said.
Among these:

CONFERENGE ON CULTS

Monday, August 14, 2000

High Street Baptist Church, 7:00 p.m.-9:15 p.m. ¢on
102 Bourne Avenue, Somerset, Kentucky

Tuesday, August 15, 2000

Erlanger Baptist Church, 7:00 p.m.-9:15 p.m. #n
116 Commonwealth Avenue, Erlanger, Kentucky

1 “Children exposed to violent pro-
gramming at a young age have a high-
er tendency for violent and aggressive
behavior later in life than children who
are not so exposed.

1 “Children exposed to violence are
more likely to assume that acts of vio-
lence are acceptable behavior.

I “Viewing violence can lead to

_emotional desensitization towards vi-

olence in real life. ... (and) decrease the
likelihood that one will take action on
behalf of a victim when violence oc-
curs.”

In addition to the AMA, represen-
tatives of the American Academy of
Pediatrics, American Psychological
Association and American Academy
of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry
endorsed the statement.

The average American child watch-
es TV as much as fours hours a day
and typically plays video games or
spends time on the Internet at least an-
other hour daily, they said.

Health officials also expressed spe-
cial concern about video games. Early
studies indicate their “negative impact
may be significantly more severe” than
that produced by TV, movies or mu-
sic, according to the statement.

This conference funded by:

(507

A

» Witnessing to Jehovah'’s Witnesses - Joe Kreisle
» Witnessing to New Age Movement - Don Metcalf
» Witnessing to the Occult - Danny Zickefoose

» Witnessing to Mormons - Jack Oliver
Directions available on our website at
www.kybaptist.org/conferenceoncults.htm

Eliza Broadus State Missions Offering & Cooperative Program
*Acteens Advisors: May fulfill MissionsQuest requirement.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
Evangelism Growth Team

10701 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40243
502-254-4737 or Toll Free 1-888-254-5722
http://www.kybaptist.org
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Evangelists discuss future despite Graham’s ahsence

By Yonat Shimron
Raleigh (N.C.) News & Observer

AMSTERDAM, The Nether-
lands (RNS)—Roger Hartmann, a
26-year-old furniture-maker from
Germany, converted to Christianity
after hearing evangelist Billy Gra-
ham preach in Essen seven years
ago.

So when he heard that Graham
was inviting young evangelists from
all over the world to a conference
designed to teach them how to
spread the Christian faith, he filled
out all the applications, with the
hopes he would see what he called
his “spiritual father” once again.

“When you hear Billy Graham
talk, you know he’s a person who
knows life,” said Hartmann, who
lives in Braunschweig. “He’s rich in
experience. I feel like he knows
what he’s talking about.”

But Hartmann and 10,000 other
evangelists from every corner of the
globe never got to see the white-
haired evangelist with fierce blue
eyes and chiseled chin.

Graham announced prior to the
conference that he was too weak to
make the trip to Amsterdam in per-
son. A planned greeting via satellite
was cancelled at the last minute too.
A statement from his publicist said
Graham lacked the strength to speak
to a camera from Rochester, Minn.,
where he has been an outpatient at
the Mayo Clinic receiving therapy
for a condition in which fluids col-
lect on the brain.

His son, Franklin, filled in with a
previously prepared statement from
his father.

But the cancellation foreshad-
owed an organizational succession
that has been expected for years.
The 81-year-old Graham still might

preach one day, but the conference .

offered the first clear signal that his
era has come and gone.

Even without Graham as its star
vehicle, the conference opened with
the fanfare befitting an ambitious
event, five years in the making at a
cost of $40 million.

An African children’s choir sang
and danced. Photos of people
around the globe flashed on giant
video screens. And representatives
from each continent got up on stage
to tell moving stories of how Christ
had changed their lives.

Approximately 10,000 partici-
pants who had assembled, mostly
from poor developing countries,
said they weren’t disappointed.

“We really appreciate that Billy
Graham managed to pull this off
even though he wasn’t feeling well,”
said Munetsi Jeki, a 32-year-old
church deacon from Zimbabwe.
“We might never have had a chance
to attend such a relevant conference.
We are all praying for him that he
gets better.”

In the days leading up to the con-
ference, the Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association proved once again
that when it comes to putting togeth-
er a world event, few groups can
match its organizational skills and

its commitment to mobilizing the
world Christian community.

The association is not only pay-
ing the way for participants travel-
ing from developing countries, its
staff and volunteers also met them
at the Amsterdam airport, bused
them to the conference center and

registered them with an efficiency.

that would impress business schools.

At the conference center in the
southern part of Amsterdam, each
participant received a plastic wrist-
band with the Amsterdam 2000
logo, a zippered black tote bag with
a program folder, and two white,
button-down shirts.

Many evangelists, particularly
those who cannot afford hotels, were
then routed to a makeshift dormito-
ry 25 miles away in Utrecht.

Medical teams met them at the
site and used clothes were donated
to them, courtesy of Samaritan’s
Purse, the international relief orga-
nization run by Franklin Graham.

Participants said they came be-
cause they hope to learn practical
ways to make the Christian faith at-
tractive to new generations.

“The world is changing,” said
Abilio Silva of Portugal, a 30-year-
old electrical engineer who works
with several churches. “How do you
say ‘Jesus loves you’ to a person
who lives only with computers? I
want to learn to be more effective.”

Others said they were struggling
with regional problems particular to
their corner of the world.

One man from Zambia said he

needed advice in opening a Chris-
tian center for poor single mothers
and street children. Another man
from Myarmar (Burma) said he
needs help in spreading the faith
among the country’s 135 different
ethnic groups.

And Baiju Gavit of Bombay, In-
dia, said it was nearly impossible to
talk about Christianity among fun-
damentalist Hindus who portray
Christianity as a corrupt Western
religion.

“I’m hoping some kind of break-
through can be spelled out here in
evangelism and missions,” said
Gavit, who serves as a bishop in the
Church of North India, a union of
the major denominations there.

They all agreed that as Christians
their first obligation is to focus on
evangelism—that is, spreading the
faith to non-believers.

Most participants said they need-
ed to evangelize because Jesus made
it a priority during His life and asked
His disciples to do the same. Others
said they are convinced Christianity
is society’s only hope. :

“Whatever evil we experience in
the world today is the result of the
sinfulness of man,” said Reuben
Ezemadu, a participant from Nige-
ria. “The only way to change that is
from the inside. What we’re talking
aboutis the inner conviction that can
bring about a changed society. The
gospel is the vehicle.”

That statement is one with which
Graham himself might have heartily
agreed.

For'many students, summer va-
cation means getting a job and
working to help pay for tuition,
room and board, books and inciden-
tals. Summer also means time to
relax on the beach, in the mountains
or just at home eating good home-
cooked meals.

Many Cumberland College stu-
dents are engaged in such activities
this summer, but more
than 80 of our students
are involved in summer
missions. They have op-

A summer of missions

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

Fifteen Cumberland College stu-
dents are ministering through Cum-
berland’s own Mountain Outreach
and Appalachian Ministries pro-
grams. Through their efforts houses
are being built, children are hearing
the gospel and people’s lives are
being changed.

Fourteen students are serving
through the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention. Cumberland
College students are part
of Son Bound, Son Cele-
bration, Son Praise and
Son Share. Others are

portunities to relax and
visit other locales, but
their primary purpose is
to minister in Christ’s
name.

Twenty Cumberland
students journeyed over-
seas for mission assign-

ministering through Sum-
mer Impact and through
service in Florida and in
Adirondack, N.Y.

Still other Cumberland
students are serving
through the Southern

ments of varying lengths
of stay. Four students traveled to Sa-
rajevo, Bosnia, earlier in the sum-
mer to help the war-torn city rebuild
physically and spiritually. Two stu-
dents ministered in Ghana, Africa,
for two weeks at a Baptist medical
center teaching church leaders the
“True Love Waits” program and
working on some small construc-
tion projects.

Two students are performing as
part of a drama team in Taiwan, pre-
senting the gospel in an engaging
format. They also are seeking op-
portunities to distribute literature to
explain the gospel.

Baptist North American
Mission Board. Several of our stu-
dents found places of service them-
selves in local churches and Chris-
tian camps.

When these students return in
less than a month, their experiences
will teach others about missions,
their work will have a lasting impact
in the lives of those whom they
touched and their enthusiasm for
God’s work will encourage others to
£0 next summer.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

0K, now what?

Several Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children staffers have
been on mission trips this summer.
Whether it is Cleveland, Russia, Af-
rica or Mexico, a common charac-
teristic of summertime missionaries
is that “OK, now what?” look they
have when they get back to the of-
fice. After months of anticipation,
the event has occurred. In many
cases the trip was life-
changing. It isn’t always
easy to get back in a rou-
tine after such an experi-
ence.

HOMES FOR
CHILDREN

staff. Thank you for praying. It
made all the difference in the world.

To answer the “now what?”
question, I return to our mission
which is to provide care and hope
to hurting families and children
through Christ-centered ministries.
We will continue to care for chil-
dren and teenagers from troubled
backgrounds. We will continue to
counsel individuals, cou-
ples and families through
22 Cornerstone Counsel-
ing sites. We will contin-

It sure wasn’t a mis-
sion trip, but the contract
roller coaster KBHC was
on last month certainly
has left some of us with
that “OK, now what?”’
look. Much has been de-
cided about who we will
continue to care for, but
much is still undeter-

vof

Bill Smithwick

ue to offer compassionate
assistance to women fac-
ing unplanned pregnan-
cies. We are striving to be
the best stewards of our
resources and opportuni-
ties.

The contract contro-
versy was a distraction,
but the kids were always
the focus. Now we are

mined, including the law-
“ suit against us by the American Civ-
il Liberties Union. What has not
changed is our family-values stand.
We were ready to close programs
and let go of hundreds of valuable
employees rather than compromise.
I am so grateful to those of you
who contacted the governor and
your legislators on behalf of the
children and teens we serve. I'm
also grateful to those who called,
e-mailed and wrote words of en-
couragement to me, our board and

sharpening the focus
even more to do things better and
in some cases, differently.

Pray for us and continue to sup-
port us with your dollars, donations
and prayers. We need you now
more than ever.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: htip://
www.iglou.com/kbhc/
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New Campus
Crusade leader
named

AMSTERDAM, The
Netherlands (RNS)—
Stephen Douglass, the
executive vice president
and director of U.S.
ministries for Campus
Crusade, was named to
succeed co-founder Bill
Bright as leader of the
organization.

Bright, 78, said he
will retire on or before
Aug. 1, 2001, as
president but will
continue to serve as
chairman of the board of
directors.

Douglass, 55, said he
does not plan to make
wholesale changes in the
ministry, but sees its
potential for making
greater use of innovation
to accomplish its
evangelistic goals.

He said he hopes
to foster greater
development of Internet
sites for “seekers” as
well as for Christians
who want to enhance
their faith.

Bright said he will
continue to promote -
fasting and prayer for
spiritual revival, keep
working on 10 books he
is writing and expand
training opportunities for
Campus Crusade staff.

Bright and his wife,
\Vonette, co-founded
Campus Crusade in
1951. It began as a
ministry to college
students, but now also
includes more than 60
ministries involving inner
cities, athletes, the
military, families,
executives and prisons.
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Is your church feeding young adults’ spiritual hunger?

GLORIETA, N.M. (BP)—God
has posted billboard-size signs indicat-
ing people are hungry for faith, but
Christians aren’t getting the message,
according to a consultant on worship
and culture.

“Whatever we are doing in the

Are you postmodern?

church, we have a decision to make.
We can settle for the safe, or we can
start reading the signs God has put
up—billboard size—on the highway
of faith,” said Sally Morgenthaler, a
Southern Baptist musician and presi-
dent of Worship Evangelism Con-
cepts in Littleton, Colo.

Morgenthaler discussed cultural
spirituality during a recent church mu-
sic leadership conference sponsored
by LifeWay Christian Resources of
the Southern Baptist Convention.

God has created a hunger for spir-
itual things that is unprecedented,
Morgenthaler said.

The signs “just don’t look like what
we are used to,” she said, citing the
wide range of religions, non-Christian

spiritual activities and entertainment,-

based in supernatural stories that
youth and young adults explore. “It is
a new, new world.”

On the surface, people might ap-
pear not to be hungry for God, but
closer observation indicates people are
hungrier than ever for a personal rela-
tionship with God, Morgenthaler said.

“Many of us were trained in col-
lege and seminary to minister in that
world that no longer exists,” she said.
“What did Jesus do in a world of
change? The Pharisees were in a

changing world, and they didn’t like
it”

Citing Matthew 16:2-3, she refer-
enced Jesus’ words: “You know how
to interpret the appearance of the sky,

the times.”

but you cannot interpret the signs of

She said today’s postmodern
adults, born between 1963 and 1980,
grew up with divorce, day care, digi-
talization, debt and downsizings.

“They are the first generation that
people took pills not to have,” Mor-
genthaler said. “And despite the fact
that we are a culture searching for
something outside of ourselves, ap-
proximately 15 percent of that gener-
ation goes to church.”

Five hundred years ago, God was
the center of truth and meaning and
300 years ago human reason became
the center of truth and meaning, Mor-
genthaler said.

“Today,” she said, “relationship is at

the center of truth and meaning.. To be
a part of the postmodern generation
means truth is something you and your
friends create. Postmoderns crave mys-
tery and are supernaturalists.

“Since this generation defines itself
by relationships above anything else,
they wonder if we, the church, are real-
ly who we say we are.”

Ministers of an older generation
have a difficult time understanding to-
day’s postmodern adults, she said.

“We have a hard time loving this
world. We are enamored with the way
we’ve always done it. But it’s time to
swallow our pride and our fixation on
an earlier decade or century.”

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

“Raised Roof” Vans in Stock (No CDL)

< Center Aisle

¢ Low First Step
¢ 2/1 Seating

# Bucket Seats

¢ More Headroom
¢ 15-passengers

1999 Models: $29,900 (Low Miles)

&
> 2000 Models: $34,000 (New)
-2
§’ 1998 Models: $28,500 (Low Miles)

(800) 370-6180

www.carpenterbus.com

A day of fun

Each summer we plan two fun trips for our
faculty and staff children. This is done primarily
because most of our faculty and staff are so in-
volved with our students, often it is difficult to
find time for family. Additionally, our faculty/staff
salaries are modest, so for some the expense of a
summer trip or two becomes financially challeng-
ing.
The first trip this summer was in June when
several of our staff children and their parents went
to Newport to the new aquarium. That
group left our campus early in the mom-
ing to make the three-hour trip to North-
ern Kentucky. Upon arrival, they ate

About 45 minutes later, the second group board-
ed buses to go on our tour. I had one of my grand-
sons with me. He did not understand just how all of
this came about, but for a 7-year-old, he did realize
he was seeing things you do not see every day.

After the tour, we boarded park buses again and
rode back to the visitors’ center, where we quickly
got back on our bus and went to the area where the
boat ride was to take place. After boarding the boat,
Irealized I had taken this trip before, About 20 years
ago while we were still living in Ohio,

sack lunches that had been prepared in
our kitchen and then visited the aquari-
um. The youngsters were excited to see
all the fish, especially the sharks. I have
been to the aquarium twice, and the
penguin exhibit is a special attraction
for all the children. The trip home was
uneventful except for the stop at a food
court, where everyone was provided an
evening meal.

The second trip was to Mammoth W.F. Underwood

THIS IS my family and I spent two days at Mam-
ONEIDA moth Cave. While I did not remember
any of the details, I did remember being

on the boat.

Shortly after we left the loading area,
the kids were excited to see a deer forag-
ing along the river bank. We saw five
deer, several turtles, birds, ducks and a
muskrat. Thirty minutes down the river,
the boat turned around and headed back
to the dock.

‘We got back on our bus and returned
to the visitors’ center to pick up the group
that had gone on the three-hour cave tour.

Cave last weekend. We left at 8:30 a.m.
for the three-and-one-half hour trip. We arrived in
time to eat our sack lunches. Then everyone had time
to visit the gift shop and walk around.

About half of our group was scheduled for the
three-hour cave tour. I originally was going to do
this, but decided to go on the shorter tour so I also
could go on the Green River boat ride. We waved
goodbye to the first group as they followed the park
rangers. I was a little concerned about one or two of
the smaller children, but was assured they would be
OK. As I have gotten older, I do not have as much
confidence in the younger children. However, they
are a lot tougher than I think they are.

‘While most admitted to being a little tired,
everyone seemed to enjoy the experience. Most of'*
the children and some of the staff had never been in
the cave before, so it was a pleasant time for every-
one.

It was well past suppertime, and the sack lunch-
es were a distant memory. We stopped in Cave City
near several fast-food restaurants so we could choose
places to eat. We arrived back on campus at 10:30
p-m.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org

Nineteen-year-old Dustin Benge
will be among 10,000 invited evan-
gelists at Billy Graham’s Interna-
tional Congress of Itinerant Evan-
gelists in Amsterdam.

He departed July 27 for the 10-
day conference. “I shared the op-
portunity through a letter to friends,
and within three weeks I received
enough funds to make the trip,”
Dustin thankfully de-
clared.

the beginnings of his
Christian heritage in Mt.
Zion Baptist Church of
East Bernstadt. At age 9
he was saved at Liberty
Baptist and now serves
each weekend with his
family at Hopewell Bap-
tist in Corbin.

He answered the call

first sermon to a crowd of

500 people “rambled on for 20-30
minutes and touched about every
subject in the Bible.” The call to
evangelism was clear from the be-
ginning and opportunities soon fol-
lowed, encouraged by long-time
family friend and London evange-
list Joe Mobley, a 1978 Clear Creek
alumnus. Dustin accompanied
Mobley to Haiti four times, and at
age 16 he preached to a crowd of
10,000 people. “I saw 1,000 people
make decisions with 300 saved, and

Clear Creek student at Amsterdam 2000

bttt i CLEAR CREEK
usti :
London, Ky., and received CHRONICLE

to preach at age 14. His Bill Whittaker

(I) experienced strong affirmation
in God’s calling.”

After high school graduation,
Mobley gave Dustin some strong
persuasion to attend Clear Creek. “I
realized the school was mainly for
adults, but I knew the Lord’s call
and I was mature enough to handle
the adjustment,” Dustin stated.

Has it worked out? “I love it!
Families have adopted
me as their son, and it is
nice to have dinner with
them. I call some ‘Mom’
and ‘Dad.”” Dustin at-
tends Wednesday servic-
es at Binghamtown Bap-
tist Church, and has be-
come friends with Freda
VanBever. Each Thurs-
day they visit two home-
bound members for
prayer, preaching and
singing.

Dustin works in the
campus development of-
fice in a position he calls “artistic
administrative assistant.” His abili-
ty with design and composition is
helping us communicate our min-
istry more effectively.

We are thankful God sent this
evangelist to Clear Creek to help
prepare him for a lifetime of com-
municating the good news.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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Staff Your Church for Growth: Build-
ing Team Ministry in the 21st Cen-
tury. Gary Meclintosh. Baker Books,
2000. 204 pages. $11.99 & & @ (out
of five)

According to Gary McIntosh, most
churches are staffed for decline. One
of the chief mistakes churches make
is to staff for maintenance (i.e. rela-
tionship) rather than task (i.e. growth).

His solution to the problem will
surprise many, and challenge many of
our time-honored assumptions about
church staffing patterns, as well as the
primary role of church staff members.
If churches hope to grow and remain
healthy, staffing issues must be a piv-
otal concern.

and others church leaders. Beyond the
basic theory, Mclntosh offers practi-
cal help in selecting, supporting and
building a growth-oriented staff team.
Jim Holladay ;

Faith of a Pilgrim: The Wisdom of
Thomas Austin. Thomas David Aus-
tin. Smyth & Helwys Publishers, 1999.
153 pages. $15 ¢ o6&

The title might sound a bit preten-
tious until you realize this is a posthu-
mously published collection of ser-
mons delivered by Tom Austin,
former pastor of Knollwood Baptist
Church in Winston-Salem, N.C. Lar-
ry Parks, Austin’s associate at Knoll-

— wood at the time of his

Mclntosh notes that two | §¢a
fields of priorities must be
attended to if a church is to
grow and remain healthy:
tasks and relationships.
Somewhat surprisingly, he
argues that the first two staff
members added by a church
should attend to tasks, with

the third focusing on rela-

FUNLRIRE YURR N

Chureh

1S KT 2455 LXHTEAY

Browth

death, has assembled a fine
collection of sermons that
express Austin’s under-
standing of the Christian
life as a pilgrimage.

These 20 sermons are
gathered in sections cover-
ing devotion, encourage-
ment, forgiveness, death
and grief. Each sermon is

tionships, and every staff
person added after that rotating be-
tween task and relationship.

By task, McIntosh in not speaking
primarily of institutional maintenance.
Rather he is concerned that six func-
tions must be addressed in a balanced
way: finding people, keeping people,
celebrating with people, educating
people, overseeing people and caring
for people. Relationship staff deal with
specific age groups.

Mclntosh claims that the principal
service of members of the church staff
team is to equip disciples, rather than
to perform ministry on their behalf.
Church staff teams that focus on the
latter cannot help a church grow, and
churches that expect that from their
staff, will plateau or decline.

“Staff Your Church for Growth” is
auseful tool for personnel committees

biblically based with a gen-
erous dose of illustrations. Knowing
that Austin died while still preaching,
I was particularly interested in his ser-
mons on death and grief. I would like
to have known at what stage of his life
these sermons were preached. Were
these reflective sermons based on his
observation of others dealing with
grief and death, or are we witness to
his coming face to face with his own
mortality at the end of a prolonged ill-
ness?

These sermons are filled with in-
sights for becoming a more dedicated
Christian. Important instruction is giv-
en in dealing with forgiveness from
God and giving it to others and living
a life of repentance. The place of
memory flows through a number of
Austin’s sermons. This book is a col-
lection of sermons that will be of in-

 favorite authors and passag

terest to those who craft sermons
weekly. It is also a book of encour-
agement for the reader who is also a
pilgrim on the journey of faith. Wayne
Hager

God of the Possible: A Biblical Intro-
duction to the Open View of God. Gre-
gory Boyd. Baker Books, 2000.-175
pages. $12.99 e oo ¢

Can God change His mind? Does
God change His mind? Does the affir-
mation that God is in control mean that
God controls everything? Does God
micro-manage every detail of the uni-
verse, as well as my life? Does God’s
management of the universe and human
destiny include the eternal determina-
tion of every contingency? Or, is it pos-
sible that the future is more open and

God is more flexible than classical the- -

ology has led us to believe?

Trusting God Through Tears. A Story
to Encourage. Jehu Thomas Burton.
Baker Books, 2000. 159 pages. $10.99
2 2 J

Jehu Burton shares a story of great
loss in this book. In 1991, Burton’s 12-
year-old son died suddenly in his sleep
of a massive cerebral hemorrhage. Bur-
ton’s book is both the telling of the ex-
perience and also an attempt to make
some sense of the loss and how to deal
with it as a Christian.

I watched closely to see what Bur-
ton would say about how this death fit
into the “will of God.” He could not
bring himself to say the death of his son
was in God’s will. He also could not say
that God was punishing his son or Bur-
ton or his family. But he does struggle
to say that God knew it was to happen
and let it happen. Instead of dealing with
the more difficult question of whether
or not God can or will intervene in all

Gregory Boyd, professor of theolo-
gy at Bethel College, argues
that traditional affirmations
of God’s sovereignty, both at
the scholarly and popular
levels, are not attune with the
biblical revelation of God
and His relationship with the
world He created. The Bible
portrays a God who is will-
ing to be influenced by the
petitions of His people.

The God revealed in -
Scripture does not know every deta11 of
the future, much less determine all
things before they occur, Boyd con-
tends, citing places in Scripture where
God clearly changes His mind. If the
real possibility of change did not exist,
then God is playing a cruel trick on His
people, he adds.

Boyd grounds his argument in a
thoroughgoing review and exposition of
Scripture. From a solidly evangelical
standpoint, he not only presents the the-
oretical argument for an open view of
God, but the practical implications. Jim
Holladay

circumstances, Burton opts
out of the discussion. This
will give you an idea of the
theology of the book. So, as
asource to help the grieving
answer important theological
questions about death, I
would not choose this book.
While the overriding theme
of trust in the sovereignty of
God is acceptable, Burton
- presents too much other
questxonable theology for me.

The one value of the book is the way
in which Burton walks the reader
through all the emotions and events sur-
rounding the death. I did gain a consid-
erable amount in my knowledge of what
a parent feels in the loss of a child. By
providing a detailed account of the days,
months and years after the death, Bur-
ton’s book is valuable for people who
might minister in similar circumstanc-
es of loss. But as a theology of grief and/
or understanding the will of God and
tragedy, turn somewhere else. Wayne
Hager.

v,essage into a succinc ,sent
his signature statement,

 bec: ’e;fhe didn' pretend to. He'wa"' .
unbhnklngly honest shockingly honest. He_
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By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.,
and Jim Holladay, pastor
of Lyndon Baptist
Church in Louisville.
Holladay and Hager
welcome feedback or
suggestions for book
reviews. Contact them
via e-mail at:
docholladay@juno.com
or jwhager@surry.net

. -of startlmg nnglnahty n
rossed my path ev

ermbles him.”

Smlth beueves..Mann

!_
E
5

: _‘{;;for this world

b‘ut:certamly not for the

' The book “Rnch Mullins: An Arrow

Pointing to Heaven” will be available in
Christian bookstores in September.




PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnerships with
Baptists in Poland,
Tanzania and New
England:

- M Physical and spiritual
stamina for Mike

Mabula, pastor of Mikesi
Church in Tanzania.
Currently he teaches
kindergarten in the
morning, attends
secondary school in the
evening and is pastor of
the church.

M A Christian witness

* beginning this summer
in the Muslim village of
Kiroka, Tanzania.
Missionaries ask prayer
for the people of the
village that “God will stir
their hearts and create a
desire in them to know
Him.”

M Volunteers who are
helping South Coast
Community Church in
Scarborough, Maine,
erect a building this
summer.

B Mercy House, a
ministry to college
students in Amherst,
Mass.

M Give thanks for a
young college student in
Poland who recently
became a Christian
through the ministry of
Southern Baptist
missionaries there.

M Baptist
representatives Marc
and Annie Byrd and
International Service
Corps workers Jim and
Patti Barrett and Russ
Pross as they serve on
“Team Silesia” in
Poland.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B BROWDER—Browder Church
called Collas Davis Jr. as interim pas-
tor.

B CECILIA—Cecilia Church will
host revival services Aug. 13-16 at
8:30 and 11 a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m.
nightly. Robert Smith will be the
evangelist. Music will feature Sharon
Beavers (Sunday); Eddie Howell
(Monday); New Horizon Quartet
(Tuesday) and Phyllis Westfall and
Cassie Slaughter (Wednesday). For
information, call (270) 862-4228.
Mark Boes is pastor.

B DRY RIDGE—Mitchell Ash re-
signed as pastor of Unity Church to
become pastor of Flat Shoals Church
in Hartwell, Ga.

B JEFFERSONVILLE—]Jefferson-
ville Church called Shannon Back as
pastor.

B GREENVILLE—Roland Memori-
al Church will host its 50th anniver-

sary celebration Aug. 27. For infor-
mation, call (270) 338-3620. Carl
Nelson is pastor.

Woodland will host a homecom-
ing Aug. 6 with James Jarvis at 11
a.m. Southern Sound will be in con-
cert at 1:30 p.m. For information, call
(270) 338-4481. Estle Greenwalt is

astor.
B HENDERSON—Bill Patterson
resigned as pastor of First Church June
15 to become pastor of Briarlake
Church in Decatur, Ga.

Green Valley Association will host
a Celebrate Jesus 2000 Crusade Aug.
13-16 at 7 p.m. at the Henderson Fine
Arts Center. Speakers will be David

. Burton and Cameron Mills,and mu-

sicians will be Kirk Talley, Common
Call and David Lutz. For informa-
tion, call (270) 827-9867. Philip
Basinger is director of missions.

B HARRODSBURG—Shakertown

Church will host David Livingston in
concert Aug. 6 at 6 p.m. Joseph Smith
s pastor.

Cloverleaf Church will host The
Wilburns in concert Aug. 6 at 7 p.m.
For information, call (502) 367-0218.
Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor.

B RADCLIFF—Stithton Church’s la-
dies’ ministry will host its fall confer-
ence Sept. 23. Guest speaker will be
Bev Lowry. Robin Waggoner will
present special music. The cost is $20,
by Aug. 10. For information, call (270)
351-6055.

B RUSSELL SPRINGS—New Victo-
ry Church called Rick Neff, a student
at Clear Creek Bible College, as pastor.
B SOMERSET—Camp Ground
Church called David Muse as pastor.
Lakeside Church called Claude Hoff-
man as pastor beginning in August.
Northside Church called Eddie West
as minister of youth/children beginning
July30.

B WAYNESBURG—Pleasant View
Church called Ken Jewell as pastor
beginning Aug. 6. Jewell formerly was
pastor of Gilead Church, Glendale.

‘Choose Life’ tag

might draw lawsuit

BATON ROUGE, La. (BP)—A
specialty license plate bearing the words
“Choose Life” may soon be the target
of a lawsuit filed by the American Civil
Liberties Union of Louisiana.

The “Choose Life” license plate was
approved unanimously by both the Lou-
isiana House and Senate in 1999 and
signed into law by Republican Gov.
Mike Foster, according to CNSNews.
com, an Internet news site.

People who buy the license plates
pay the $3.50 cost of the plate plus an
additional $25 charge that goes to grants
for private adoption advocacy groups.

Joe Cook, director of the Louisiana
chapter of the ACLU, said the state is
conveying a political message with the
“Choose Life” license plate.

“This license plate entangles the
state with religion,” Cook said. “Politi-
cal slogans and positions on abortien
belong on bumper stickers, not on state-
issued vehicle tags.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

CELEBRATION: Welfare Bap-
tist Church, Jamestown, will be cele-
brating homecoming Oct. 8 and is
pleased to invite all former pastors and
wives and members to help us celebrate.
Please call (270) 358-4054 or (270)
866-6615 if you have any questions.

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, tennis
courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, screened
porch, lovely secluded beach. Weekly
rates May through mid-December:
$650. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752.

FOR SALE: Contributions Count
Software. Tracks your envelope offer-
ings, produces IRS statements and
more. Send name and address to: At
Home with Business, 250 Pine Point
Road, Brandenburg, KY 40108. For
further information, call (270) 422-3820
after 5.

FOR SALE: 100-percent renovat-
ed house (Highlands). New plumbing,

electrical, furnace/AC, windows, roof,

tile floor, 3BR/2Bath. (502) 899-5353.

NEEDED: Faith Baptist Church of
Myra needs to buy pews for addition to
church. Call Pastor Dave Hammond at
(606) 855-4645 or Tom at (606) 639-
9296.

NEEDED: Local evangelist needs
some people to help with street witness-
ing on Saturday, Oct. 14, 2000. If inter-
ested, call Jerry Shepherd at (502) 543-
5260. ,

SEEKING: Briarlake Baptist
Church of Decatur, Ga., is seeking a
minister of music and worship for its
2,700-member Southern Baptist con-
gregation in the metro Atlanta area.
Send cover letter and resumé to: Betty
Lou Lark, 2058 Brian Way, Decatur,
GA 30033.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of North Kansas City, Mo., is accept-
ing resumés and recommendations for
a full-time associate pastor for youth.
This minister will work with middle
and high school youth. We emphasize
an Ephesians 4:11, 12 ministry; the
minister will work with parents and

-volunteer youth workers. Please con-

tact the Personnel Committee, First
Baptist Church, 2205 Iron St., North
Kansas City, MO 64116.
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SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Pinckneyville seeks an individual
with a passion for God and a love for
youth to serve as minister of youth and
education. Church seeks to develop an
energetic and evangelistic youth pro-
gram including Bible study and Chris-
tian growth activities. Must minister
and give leadership to workers and
parents of youth. Also minister and
give leadership to workers in other
areas such as Sunday school and dis-
cipleship training. Great growth po-
tential; average 250 in morning wor-

-ship service. Seminary degree re-

quired. Send resumé to: Youth and
Education Search Committee, First
Baptist Church, PO Box 157 Pinck-
neyville, IL 62274. Look for our Web
page at www.fbcpinckneyville.org.

SEEKING: Part-time children’s
minister. Send resumé to Jeff Anders,
Eastern Gate Baptist Church, PO Box
6686, Shepherdsville, KY 40165.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of
Shepherdsville, Ky., is accepting rec-
ommendations and resumés for the full-
time position of pastor. Affiliated with
the CBF and SBC, FBC has a strong
commitment to CBF-related ministries
while continuing to participate in Co-
operative Program giving. Send recom-
mendations or resumés to: First Baptist
Church of Shepherdsville, 238 Frank
E. Simon Ave., Shepherdsville, KY
40165, Attn: Chairperson, Pastor
Search Committee.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of
Hazard is currently accepting resumés
for the full-time position of minister of
music. The congregation and leadership
are moving toward a blended style of
worship. Interested candidates should
possess at least an undergraduate degree
in music or sufficient experience to lead
the program capably. Send resumé to:
First Baptist Church, 560 Main St.,
Hazard, K'Y 41701.

SEEKING: Part-time youth minis-
ter to work with approximately 40
youth. Must be saved, Bible believer,
called, impeccable morals, growing.
Send resumé and request for job de-
scription to: Greenwood Baptist
Church, 5165 Scottsville Road, Bowl-
ing Green, KY 42104.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send
resumé to: Tunnel Hill Baptist Church,
734 Tunnel Hill Church Road, Eliza-
bethtown, KY 42701, Attn: Pastor
Search Committee.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music to direct and lead dynamic mu-
sic ministry. Candidate must be theo-
logically conservative and outreach-
minded. Must be experienced in lead-
ing and directing large productions as
well as ongoing choirs and programs.
Worship style is blended. Send resumé
to: Paul Blizard, senior pastor, Memo-
rial Baptist Church, PO Box 777, Beck-
ley, WV 25801.

SEEKING: Full-time organist for
First Baptist Church, Somerset, Ky.,
to play a 34-rank Holtzkamp organ
built in 1990. Salary is negotiable.
Please send a letter of application and
resumé to: Music Committee, First
Baptist Church, PO Box 797, Somer-
set, KY 42502, Attn: Ken Yeager,
chairman.

SEEKING: Ashworth Road Bap-
tist Church, “Iowa’s Fastest Growing
Community,” located in actively-grow-
ing West Des Moines, Iowa, is now ac-
cepting resumés for the position of pas-
tor. ARBC is a 175-member congrega-
tion which affirms women in ministry
and supports missions through SBC,
CBF and local ministries. Applicants
should be seminary graduates with at
least 3+ years of pastoral experience. A
strong emphasis in ministry strengths of
preaching and teaching is important. For
more information, visit us at http://
members.aol.com/ABaptist/ashworth.
Send resumés to: Search Committee,
ARBC, 5300 Ashworth Road, WDM,
1A 50266.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of
Pinckneyville, IIl., is searching for a
minister of music and worship. Our
music style includes traditional hymn
singing and praise choruses. The mem-
ber of the ministry team will offer over-
all leadership of music and worship
ministries. Please send current resumé
to: Minister of Music and Worship
Search Committee, First Baptist
Church, 105 South Mill St., Pinck-
neyville, IL 62274, or fax to: (618) 357-
8016.

SEEKING: Christian administra-
tive assistant for Frankfort church.
MSWord and Quicken experience pre-
ferred; Database and PowerPoint expe-
rience a plus. Full-time position with
salary and benefits commensurate with
experience. Active member of a local
church required. Please send resumé
and salary history to MBC, 130 Holmes
St., Frankfort, K'Y 40601. )

SEEKING: Minister of education/
youth for First Baptist Church, Barlow,
Ky. Send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee, First Baptist Church, PO Box
160, Barlow, KY 42024,

SEEKING: Part-time minister to
children. Rich Pond Baptist Church.
Send resumé to: Personnel Committee,
200 Brad Ave., Bowling Green, KY
42104.

SEEKING: South Elkhorn Baptist
Church, Lexington, is prayerfully seek-
ing a full-time associate pastor of mu-
sic and youth. Send resumé to SEBC,
4867 Versailles Road, Lexington, KY
40510, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist
Church of Cadiz is seeking a full-time
minister of music and youth. Send re-
sumé to: M/Y Search Committee, East
Cadiz Baptist Church, 407 Third St.,
Cadiz, KY 42211.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov-
ing church in Bowling Green. Must be
experienced and ambitious. Send re-
sumé to: Forest Park Baptist Church,
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling
Green, KY 42101, Attn: Search Com-
mittee.

SEEKING: Part-time children’s
minister for Farmdale Baptist Church,
5610 U.S. Highway 127 South, Frank-
fort, Ky. If you feel God is calling you
to this area to work with children, send
resumé to: Ms. Bryan, 530 Alfa Drive,
Frankfort, K'Y 40601. .

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
music and youth. Please send resumé
to: First Baptist Church, PO Box 506,
Hindman, KY 41822, Attn: Search
Committee.

SERVICES: Home care for the
elderly. Meal preparation, housekeep-
ing, personal hygiene. Bonded, insured,
eight years experience. Kinnett Care,
(502)499-7777.



SUMMER CAMP (From top
left) B Three teens send a
water balloon flying with
the help of an industrial-
strength slingshot. This
was part of the Xtreme
games at Cedarmore.

W Mountain bikers wheel
their way down the road at
Mission Adventure Camp.
W Campers pull a camper
to the top of a swing line.
W An injured camper? No,
this team is trying to find a
way to get their friend from
one platform to another
using a rope and stretcher.
W A camper slides off the
floating trampoline on
Kentucky Lake. B Chicken
nuggets and mash potatogs
make up camp Supper.

W Campers maneuver on
the ropes challenge course
Mission Adventure Camp.
W Brotherhood Director
Randy foster teaches
campers skills needed for a
trail ride. @ Campers
mingle at the Wednesday
night campfire at
Cedarmore. (Photos by
Dwayne Doyle, David Babb
and David Winfrey)




Top 10 Reasons to Use the
Western Recorder’s
Church Newspage Plan

10. It’s easier to create than any newsletter you’re doing now.

9. Members get more for their money than just a newsletter;
they get a world of helpful news, features and perspectives.

8. It’s on schedule. Our weekly or monthly schedule helps

you keep on top of communicating with church members.

7. There’s something for everyone. The Western Recorder isn'’t
just a denominational paper; it’s a reader-friendly paper full of
practical resources for Christian living.

6. 11 gives perspective. If you’re concerned about church mem-
bers being aware of the world around them, reading the West-
ern Recorder is a must.

OS. We’ll make you look great. The Western Recorder staff will
work with you to create an attractive layout and show you
how to keep your newsletter looking great week after week.

4. Church secretaries love us. Church secretaries who make
the switch to publishing the church newsletter through the

Recorder routinely tell us it was one of the biggest helps
they’ve received.

3. We’ll work with the Post Office, so you don’t have to.

. We ‘Il do it your way. The Recorder publishes newspages a
variety of ways and receives newspages a variety of ways. We
can meet your needs.

1. we’ll save your church money. Most churches currently
publishing a newsletter of any kind discover they can save
hundreds, sometimes thousands of dollars by pubhsthg their
newsletter on the Western Recorder. |

Call (502) 244- 6473 today for details.
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