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' CP anniversary
to highlight KBC
annual meeting

By Brenda Smith
Kentucky Baptist Convention

BOWLING GREEN—A cel-
ebration of the 75th anniversary of
the Cooperative Program, election
of a new KBC president and ap-
proval of a budget goal of more
than $22 million are expected to
be highlights of the Kentucky
Baptist Convention meeting in
Bowling Green Nov. 14-15.

More than 1,800 messengers
are expected to attend the two-day
event at First Baptist Church of
Bowling Green. The theme will
be “Partners in the Harvest,” .
which also has served as the theme
for the year-long CP celebration.
That celebration will culminate
Tuesday night, Nov. 14, in a spe-
cial one-hour event.

During the celebration pro-
gram, messengers will see a dra-
matic presentation focusing on the
history of the Cooperative Pro-
‘gram in Kentucky, a music video

featuring Kentucky Baptist min-
istries and experience a mini-
concert by contemporary Chris-
tian music artist Clay Crosse.
'Crosse recently wonA a Doue

gram. And I think the music vid-
eo and Clay Crosse concert are
going to appeal across the gener-
ations.” '

O See KBC meeting ... page 3

Lexington responds to Graham festival

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—When Billy Gra-
ham last preached in Lexington, he
wore a suit. Last week when his son,
Franklin, spoke in Rupp Arena, he
wore a leather jacket.

The events associated with the el-
der Graham’s preaching often are re-
ferred to as “crusades.” The younger
evangelist prefers the kinder, gentler
term “festival.”

Regardless of the terms or dress
code, Lexington organizers say Frank-
lin Graham has modeled how to reach
a new generation with the timeless
message of Christ’s love. The Oct. 13-
15 event attracted approximately 2,800
people to make first time professions
of faith while helping unite area
churches in the task of sharing the gos-
pel, leaders said.

“It’s pulled the Christian commu-
nity of Lexington together,” said Jim
McGee of Porter Memorial -Baptist
Church, who helped spearhead the
drive to bring Graham to Rupp Arena.
“The community has worked together
and had one focus, winning people to
Christ.”

“I think it was incredible,” added
Richard Gaines, the pastor who deliv-
ered the final evening’s closing prayer.
“This was the result of much prayer,
new relationships and more prayer.
Shame on us if we go back to business
as usual.”

Among the follow-up events sched-
uled is a “watch night” service on New
Year’s eve. It will be held in Heritage
Hall, adjacent to the arena.

African-American pastors are man-
aging the preparations for the obser-
vance, which Gaines said is evidence
of some of the racial barriers that were
crossed by Greater Lexington Festival
2000.

“There’s been a break in the dike,
but there’s still work to be done,” said
Gaines, pastor of Consolidated Baptist

Church, which is affiliated with the -

Progressive National Baptist Conven-

tion: “Probably more happened in de-

nominations than the racial area.”
With a total turnout of 49,200, the

ARE OU READY? Franklin Graham lnte pople to accept Jesus as their personal
Savior during the three-day event at Rupp Arena Oct. 13-15. Musical groups such as
Ricky Skaggs helped attract a total turnout of 49,200 people.

nightly crowds averaged nearly 3,000
less than a 1971 crusade by Franklin’s
father, Billy, at Memorial Auditorium
on the University of Kentucky campus.
But the number of conversions out-
paced the 2,100 reported 29 years ago.

Many of those who responded to
Franklin’s invitations to accept Christ
as Savior wore T-shirts and blue

jeans—young people attracted by such
well-known contemporary musical
performers as Kirk Franklin, Michael
W. Smith and the band Third Day.

While the latter performed during
Saturday’s “Youth Night,” each of the
three evenings was tailored to appeal
to young people, said senior festival
Q See Younger Graham ..., page 10

Ten commandments lawsuit in Kentucky one in a growing trend

By Adelle Banks
Religion News Service

LONGWOOD, Fla. (RNS)—Flor- -

ida lawyer Erik Stanley likens himself
to an interior decorator.

. But he doesn’t dabble in paints,
wallpaper and decorative borders.
Rather, he focuses on one, rather con-
troversial document: the Ten Com-
mandments.

Representing two county court-
houses and a school district in Ken-
tucky, Stanley hopes to find a consti-
tutional way for them to re-post the
biblical laws in their buildings.

“In order for these displays to be
constitutional ... you’ve got to make
sure that there’s other secular things
hanging around,” he said.

Stanley is litigation counsel at Lib-
erty Counsel, a Christian firm based in

Longwood, Fla. It is one of several le-
gal groups involved in almost a dozen
cases traveling through the courts re-
lating to the Decalogue.

Proponents and opponents agree
that the courts currently are consider-
ing more cases than they can ever re-
member regarding the constitutionali-
ty of posting the biblical laws. Even as
postings are halted and decisions ap-
pealed, groups continue to distribute
the laws—in frames and on book cov-
ers—in hopes of spreading their age-
old message without a legal challenge.

One of the current legal cases, re-
garding a display of the Ten Com-
mandments with about 30 historical
documents in an Indiana courthouse,
pits organizations commonly known as
the ACLU and the ACLJ against each
other.

The American Civil Liberties

Union generally argues that the com-
mandments posted on government
property violate the separation of
church and state, while the American
Center for Law and Justice—founded
by religious broadcaster Pat Robert-
son—counters that they are not only
religious documents but an important
influence on secular history.

Ken Falk, legal director of the Indi-
ana Civil Liberties Union, says the Ten
Commandments are solely a religious
document.

“The impetus to publish them is a
desire by people to publish what they
believe are a strong moral code in the
hope that people follow it,” Falk said.
“The problem is it’s a strong moral
code only if you happen to believe in
the underlying religious nature of the
code.”

Falk’s branch of the ACLU and a

lawyer for the ACLJ are preparing for
arguments next week in a case involv-
ing the posting of the commandments
at a Washington County, Ind., court-
house along with documents such as
the U.S. Constitution, the Gettsyburg
Address and the Mayflower Compact.
“It’s a profoundly religious docu-
ment and its religiosity is not dimin-
ished in that context at all,” Falk said.
Frank Manion, senior regional
counsel of the ACLJ, who is arguing
for the county, said there’s “no need to
exclude” the Ten Commandments
since they, too, are a part of history.
‘“The idea that some documents are
religious and some are secular is ridic-
ulous,” he said. “Religion is part of
history.”
In both Indiana and Kentucky, re-
cent legislation encouraging the display
0O See Kentucky Ten ..., page 6



~ BAPTISTS

Arizona officials
biame auditor in
foundation fraud

PHOENIX (ABP)—
Arizona officials allege
that the Baptist
Foundation of Arizona’s
auditor aided and
abetted fraud by giving
the organization a clean
bill of health despite
warnings to the contrary.

Accounting firm Arthur
Andersen has requested
a hearing to challenge
charges by the Arizona
Corporation
Commission’s Securities
Division.

_Last year securities
officials alleged that
officials of the Baptist
Foundation conducted
bogus transactions
between various
corporations to hide the
fact that investments
were losing money. The
foundation filed for
bankruptcy protection
last November.

Losses to investors of
perhaps more than
$350,000 “could not
have occurred without
Arthur Andersen
knowingly or recklessly
ignoring the repeated
warnings or ‘red flags’
uncovered during its
audits,” according to a
recent Securities
Division notice.

Texas proposal impacting Southern’s plans

By David Winfrey
News Director

LOUISVILLE—Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary will postpone a
$5.7 million construction and renova-
tion project for conference facilities in
light of an expected cut in income from
Texas Baptists.

Southern officials broke ground in
April for the Rice/Judson Conference
Center, a component of the seminary’s
$70 million campus master plan adopt-
ed by trustees last year.

President Al Mohler told trustees
the postponement was necessary-in or-
der to focus resources on personnel and
programming in light of the Baptist
General Convention of Texas’ propos-
al to cut funds to the six Southern Bap-
tist Convention seminaries as well as
the SBC Executive Committee and
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commis-
sion.’

“The issue is not the construction
costsper se, but the fact that that much-
needed facility brings on in its first
months a considerable operating cost
that will have to be extended out into
the future,” Mohler said.

Other aspects of the master plan are
continuing, he added, including the
construction of new residence halls.

In his report to the trustees, Mohler
criticized the Texas plan while predict-
ing that Texas Baptists ultimately will
support Southern and the other semi-
naries. I believe what Texas Baptists
are doing is basically a revolt against
the Cooperative Program.”

Trustees responded at the end of
their two-day meeting, Oct. 9-10, with
a resolution backing Southern Semi-
nary and calling on Baptist churches
to continue financially supporting the
six Southern Baptist seminaries.

The Texas plan calls for reducing
the money the BGCT sends to the six
Southern Baptist seminaries from $5.3
million to a maximum of $1 million.
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Future funds would go to seminar-
ies based on the number of Texas stu-
dents enrolled. The surplus funds
would support three Texas schools:
Truett Seminary at Baylor University
in Waco, Logsdon School of Theolo-
gy at Hardin-Simmons University in
Abilene and Hispanic Baptist Theolog-
ical School in San Antonio.

“They’re going to take the money
that had gone to the six Southern Bap-
tist seminaries and they’re going to in-
vest it in two Texas Baptist schools—
what they call seminaries—and also to
the Hispanic school there,” Mohler said
of the plan.

Members of the 16-member Texas
committee studying Southern Baptist
theological education cited several con-
cerns about all six seminaries, includ-
ing lack of diversity on the seminary
trustee boards and trustees creating po-
litical litmus tests for faculty hiring.

“The direct accusation made against
us by the BGCT committee and the
leaders who adopted this is that we are
too serious when it comes to our con-
fession of faith, that we are too defined
when it comes to what we believe and
what we expect of those who will
teach, that we are out of step and out
of date when it comes to those convic-
tions we believe are rooted in Scrip-
ture,” Mohler said of the report.

The trustees’ resolution states “we
believe that the direction (of Southern
Seminary) is soundly biblical and in
line with historic Southern Baptist the-
ology and practice.”

It also urges Texas Baptists “to con-
tinue supporting our SBC seminaries
and the Cooperative Program for the
glory of God.”

Bill Haynes, pastor of Sweetwater
Baptist Church in Longwood, Fla., pro-
posed the resolution. After the meet-
ing he said he doesn’t hold “feelings
of grandure that it can change the
world, but I think it can make people
stop and think.”

Mohler predicted that messengers
to the BGCT annual meeting later this
month will adopt the changes and that
they will have a significant short-term
impact. A withdrawal of $1 million
represents about 6 percent of South-
ern’s operating budget, he said.

But Mohler further predicted that
individual Texas churches will sup-
port all six seminaries. “I’m confident
that where the Lord gives the vision,
the Lord will provide the resources.

“I believe as the dust settles and as
the issues are clarified, Texas Baptists
want to stand with the gospel. They
want to stand with the truth,” he add-
ed. “I believe not only will we receive
their students, but we will receive their
financial support.”

On campus for the school’s Heri-
tage Week, SBC President James
Merritt agreed.

“Southern Baptists will rise to the
occasion if that’s what it calls for,” he
said, pledging his support to lessen the
impact of any shortfall. “I will do ev-
erything in my power and I will use
all of my influence to make sure that
if indeed this shortfall does occur, that
the seminary will not suffer in the
least.” .

Also during the fall meeting, trust-
ees:

0 Passed a resolution endorsing the
revised Baptist Faith & Message.

B Learned of a new Christian min-
istry track for the seminary’s master of
divinity program. Danny Akin, vice
president for academic administration,
said the degree was a response to re-
quests for a more flexible M.Div. pro-
gram that permitted students not seek-
ing to be pastors to take more electives.

1 Approved the hiring of Ruth
Wong as temporary non-Baptist per-
sonnel for the seminary’s school of
church music and worship. Wong pre-

viously was interim director of music

ministries at Foothills Presbyterian
Church in San Jose, Calif.

Golden Gate seminary officials
contemplate cost-cutting plan

MILL VAILEY, Calif. (ABP)—
Facing the prospect of reduced support
from Texas Baptists, officials at Gold-
en Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
are eyeing staff layoffs and other cost-
cutting steps before the end of 2000.

Seminary trustees meeting at the
Mill Valley, Calif., campus Oct. 10 au-
thorized President William Crews to
begin mapping out budget cuts “to re-
flect potential losses from the proposed
actions by the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas.” The action refers to a
proposal recently approved by the
BGCT Executive Board to cut about
$4.3 million from Texas Baptists’ sup-
port of Southern Baptist seminaries.

Messengers from Texas Baptist
churches will vote on thé proposal at
the BGCT annual meeting Oct. 31.

“If they were to somehow miracu-
lously vote to leave their budget as is,
it makes a lot of this immaterial,”
Crews said in an interview with the
California Southern Baptist. However,
he added, “We can’t wait to find out
what the impact of Texas is before we
make our adjustments.”

A Texas Baptist official, mean-

while, called the action a politically
motivated attempt to influence votes on
the upcoming budget proposal.

Crews said Golden Gate Semi-
nary’s share of Texas Baptists’ Coop-
erative Program gifts last year totaled
$514,000. Under the BGCT proposal,
that amount would shrink to less than
$19,000 next year.

“We will of necessity need to re-
duce our administrative and support
staff in the terms of probably $130,000
to $140,000,” Crews said. “We don’t
know who yet, and we will make that
decision pretty quickly because I don’t
want everybody to be held in limbo.”

Bob Campbell,.chairman of a Tex-
as study commission that proposed the
funding cut of SBC seminaries, de-
scribed the Golden Gate action as “ter-
ribly premature.” It is based on some-
thing that hasn’t yet happened, he said,
and no one knows if the SBC Execu-
tive Committee will recommend shift-
ing funds to cover the losses.

“T think this is a political alarmist
move,” said Campbell. “It is an attempt
to try to sway votes based on some-
thing that hasn’t happened yet.”

Proposed session |
with SBC, Texas
leaders called off

DALLAS—A behind-the-
scenes, last-minute effort at dia-
logue between Baptist General
Convention of Texas leaders and
Southern Baptist Convention
leaders has failed to materialize.

News of the plans for dialogue
was reported Oct. 10 by Baptist
Press, the news service of the SBC
Executive Committee. Release of
that article violated a key part of a
gentlemen’s agreement between
BGCT Executive Director
Charles Wade and Executive
Committee President Morris
Chapman, Wade asserted. |

Chapman denies agreeing to
any such provision and blames
Wade for failing to do his part to
bring the dialogue to fruition.

Both Wade and Chapman con-
firmed that they met privately in
Dallas for more than four hours
Sept. 28. They also confirmed that
after the meeting, each agreed to
enlist six other representatives to
meet again Oct. 19 in Dallas.

According to Wade, they
agreed there would be “no public-
ity regarding our meeting and
there would be no criticism if ei-
ther of us could not meet before
the convention.”

Chapman said his agreement
with Wade was “to ask the two
groups not to be critical publicly
of each other while the talks were
progressing.”

Chapman instigated the Bap-
tist Press story after Wade notified
him Oct. 5 that, after talking with
the six individuals he hoped to
invite to the next meeting; it did
not appear possible to schedule
such a meeting before the state
convention.

“After review of an already
overcrowded schedule, I deter-
mined it was not reasonable to put
together a meeting before the con-
vention in Corpus Christi,” Wade
told the Texas Baptist Standard.

Further, Wade said, the other
Texas Baptist leaders with whom
he consulted felt it would not be
appropriate to begin potentially
complex discussions less than two
weeks before BGCT messengers
are scheduled to vote on funding
changes already approved by two
key state convention committees.

“Once messengers have made
their decisions and charted a
course for our convention, then we
can work with SBC leaders about
how to implement those decisions
and how to continue working to-
gether where we can,” Wade said.

Chapman portrayed the situa-
tion as demonstrating that Texas
Baptist leadership isn’t really in-
terested in working with SBC
leaders to find a solution.

“I had hoped this meeting
would be considered of such im-
portance that everyone would
have made it a top priority,” he
said. “Unfortunately, most of the
BGCT leaders feel no urgency to
talk with SBC leaders prior to
their convention.”




KENTUCKY

KBC expands staff for college, chaplaincy, creative work

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

Expanding Kentucky Baptist in-
volvement in collegiate evangelism,
chaplaincy and creative ministries,
state convention leaders approved two
new ministry positions and upgraded
several others last week.

The Kentucky Baptist Convention
Executive Board’s administrative
committee also approved financial as-
sistance for the Baptist Convention of
New England and heard a report from
an ethics and values task force during
its Oct. 10 meeting.

Major personnel actions included
electing Penny Cruse as collegiate
evangelism consultant, David Sandi-
fer as chaplaincy consultant and es-
tablishing a creative ministries depart-
ment to be led by Tom Smoot.

Cruse, who will be based at the
University of Kentucky in Lexington,
will be responsible for developing a
statewide strategy of collegiate evan-
gelism.

“Penny has the gift of evangelism.
That’s her burning passion,” said
Keith Inman, director of the KBC col-
legiate ministry department. He said
the position is designed to “raise the
bar of evangelism on the collegiate
level.” A

Cruse, a graduate of Southern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary in Louis-
ville, has served since 1996 as an ad-
missions counselor at Southern.

Sandifer will serve as the KBC’s
first chaplaincy consultant. A retired
Army chaplain, he also has been pas-

tor of churches in Louisiana, Missis- -

sippi and Tennessee. He now lives in
Campbellsville where his wife, Jack-

ie, is a professor at Campbellsville
University.

Larry Martin, leader of the KBC
missions growth team, said more than
200 Baptist chaplains are serving in
hospitals, prisons, military, industry
and other settings in Kentucky. Sandi-
fer will be responsible for providing
resources, training and networking op-
portunities for chaplains.

“We wanted to set up a support sys-
tem for chaplains,” Martin explained.
He said Sandifer has “the passion, the
experience and the networking ability”
to accomplish that goal.

The KBC’s new creative ministries
department will seek to provide re-
sources and training for Kentucky Bap-
tists to use creative arts to communi-
cate the gospel, facilitate worship and
strengthen discipleship.

Smoot, who currently directs the
KBC youth department, will become
director of the new department. Randy
Record, who began serving last year
as youth evangelism associate, will be
promoted to youth evangelism strate-
gist with primary responsibility for
developing efforts to reach and disci-
ple youth.

Dan Garland, leader of the KBC
evangelism growth team, said Smoot
has been actively involved in creative
ministry efforts for several years. With
the establishment of a KBC department
in that area, Garland said Smoot “will
aggressively seek to develop a strate-
gy to teach churches to do creative
ministries.”

Garland said Record “brings with
him a passion to reach teenagers.” He
said Record’s responsibilities will in-
clude developing and maintaining a
statewide network of youth ministers.

In other actions, administrative
committee members approved hiring
a Baptist Student Union director at
Pikeville College and Prestonsburg
Community College and an interim
BSU director to serve Somerset Com-
munity College and Lindsey Wilson
College. They also approved consult-
ants in the areas of music and ministry
to annuitants.

Sandy Mitchell will be the new-

BSU director at Pikeville and Prestons-
burg. She previously was BSU direc-
tor at Alice Lloyd College in Pippa
Passes.

Jennifer Van Camp will be the in-
terim BSU director at Somerset and
Lindsey Wilson. She has been a stu-
dent BSU leader at Cumberland Col-
lege and a campus ministry intern at
the University of Kentucky.

Marc Richey was named an adult
music consultant. He will serve in the
part-time role along with his responsi-
bilities as music media services coor-
dinator at Southern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary’s school of church mu-
sic and worship. He will be responsi-
ble for planning music training pro-
grams for Kentucky Baptist churches.

Harold Barnes, who retired in 1997

as manager of Cedarmore Baptist As-

sembly, will serve in a contract posi-
tion as minister to annuitants. Barnes,
who also has served as a Kentucky
Baptist pastor and director of missions,
will be responsible for identifying
needs and providing assistance to Ken-
tucky Baptist annuitants.

In other personnel-related matters,
committee members approved in-
creased responsibilities and compensa-
tion for Jim Cordell, church music de-
partment director; Robert Reeves,

communications/media department di-
rector; and Cathi Roy-Sanders, ac-
counting services department director.

KBC Executive Director Bill
Mackey said several of the staff addi-
tions and expanded assignments “‘came
out of an analysis of job descriptions
and updating assignments.” He said his
goal is for new and expanded staff as-
signments to allow staff members “to
develop their full potential in serving
our Lord and Kentucky Baptists.”

Committee members approved a
one-time $30,000 gift to the Baptist
Convention of New England, a new
work convention where the KBC is
involved in a missions partnership.

New England Baptist leaders
project a budget shortfall of up to
$150,000 due to less income for the
year than anticipated. They already
have allocated available contingency
reserve funds to meet immediate finan-
cial needs..

Kentucky Baptist leaders autho-
rized the gift from funds already ear-
marked for partnership-related expens-
es.

Karl Babb, director of the KBC
family ministry department, reported
on the work of an ethics and values task
force authorized by the administrative
committee. The task force is responsi-
ble for proposing options to “encour-
age and assist churches and individual
church members in teaching Christian
values and biblical ethics.”

Task force recommendations in-
clude notifying churches and associa-
tions of available resources, providing
resource information. packets to
churches upon request and producing
a brochure that will “accent biblical
decision-making principles.”

KBC meeting to celebrate Cooperative Program anniversary

Continued from page 1

Kentucky Baptists also will elect
new officers during the meeting. Two
candidates for president have been an-
nounced: Kevin Ezell, pastor of High-
view Baptist Church, Louisville and
Jim McKinley, retired missionary to
Bangladesh and member of Westport
Road Baptist Church, Louisville.

Messengers will also consider ap-
proval of a 2001-2002 budget goal of
$22,417,500. The goal represents a
6.75 percent increase over this year’s
CP goal. It includes a 0.2 percent allo-

‘cation increase to Southern Baptist

Convention ministries, bringing the
division of CP funds to 64.2 percent
for Kentucky Baptist ministries and
35.8 percent for SBC causes.

It is the second of three planned in-
cremental increases that are part of a
Kentucky Baptist effort to raise SBC
support to 36 percent.

Convention messengers will also
hear from Charles Lowery, nationally
known writer, psychologist and pastor
of Hoffmantown Community Church,
North Albuquerque, N.M. Hoffman is
also known for his comedic skill and
bills himself as the only pastor in
America who performs a stand-up
comedy routine each Sunday.

Other convention speakers include
KBC President Terry Wilder, pastor of
Burlington Baptist Church, who will
deliver the president’s address during
the Tuesday morning session and

Greenfi/d

Crosse

Harold Greenfield, a retired pastor and
director of missions, who will preach
the convention sermon on Tuesday af-
ternoon.

In keeping with the celebration
theme, the messengers also will see the
formal presentation of a new history
book about Kentucky Baptist’s past 75
years. “Kentucky Baptists 1925-2000:
A Story of Cooperation” was written
by Murray State University history
professor Duane Bolin.

Dynamic music presentations will
also be a part of the convention. Calvin
Miller, a pianist and worship leader
from Bowling Green, will lead music
throughout the convention. In addition,
the Georgetown College Chorale will
perform on Tuesday morning with the
Kentucky Baptist Chorale performing
Tuesday afternoon. A combined choir
from the Bowling Green area will sing
Tuesday evening.

Other special music will be provid-
ed by the Tapestry Ladies Ensemble

Wilder

Lowery

from Burlington Baptist Church; Doug
Crawley, minister of music at Walnut
Street Baptist Church in Louisville;
Phoebe Parks, a handbell soloist; and
Alma Randolph, a popular Christian
singer.

Kentucky Baptist efforts in Opera-
tion Cooperation, a statewide blood
drive that netted more than 3,300 units
of blood through more than 75 blood
drives, also will receive special recog-
nition on Tuesday morning.

Convention messengers will also
hear reports from KBC agencies, in-
stitutions and convention committees
throughout the annual meeting.

An exhibit area featuring displays
from Baptist organizations will be open
throughout the annual meeting.

For more information about the
2000 Convention, contact the Commu-
nications/Media Department at (502)
254-4731 or (888) 254-5713. Annual
meeting information also is available
at www.kybaptist.org.

The KBC
administrative
committee also.
approved hiring a
Baptist Student
Union director at
Pikeville College
and Prestonsburg
Community College
and an interim BSU
director to serve
Somerset
Community College
and Lindsey Wilson
College.

KBC annual meeting agenda
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Baptist freedom

Thirty years ago, on Oct. 1, I drove

to Frankfort to see my dad, who’d been
in a nursing home for several months
following unsuccessful surgery for a
malignant brain tumor. While I was
there, his dear soul left earth for heav-
en.
In the events of recent days, I be-
lieve he would be very proud of First
Baptist Church of Frankfort, which he
served as pastor from 1937-1961. The
decision by that congregation to sever
ties with the monolithic, ruled-from-
the-top Southern Baptist Convention
is notable, being the first Kentucky
church to do so. Surely more will fol-
low.

Beyond that, the stand of this con-
gregation reminds me of the decisions
made, actions taken and spirit shown
by our forebears in the 13 colonies who
decided to free themselves from the
equally monolithic, ruled-from-the-top
Great Britain. The parallels are obvi-
ous: independence vs. control, respon-
sibility vs. retaliation, conscience Vvs.
non-representation, the minority vs. the
majority—always requiring a rare form
of courage.

Vital keys: the priesthood of the
individual believer; local church auton-
omy rather than denominational or pas-
toral authority; separation of church
and state; no creed; full equality of
women and men without restrictions
on whom the Lord or a church may call
to any position of service; the Bible as
the record of God’s revelation; and the
Lordship of Jesus Christ—over the
Bible, the church and the world.

My father fought for Scotland
through the four years of World War L.
After coming to the United States, he
sometimes spoke about his experienc-
es to local churches. One Sunday
evening in 1920 he was wearing his
uniform, including kilts, and waiting
for his ride. An elderly black gentle-

man walked by; turning, he stopped, -

looking up and down at the unusually
dressed young man. Then he said,
“Mister, ain’t it wonderful to be free!”

Yes. Free—and faithful.
Fred Moffart

Shelbyville.

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

ple during six nights. About 335 peo- |

The role of worship

As aretired pastor, I have great con-
cern about what we call worship today.
I have visited several churches and
many have about the same order of
worship with variances.

Some may call the church together
with prayer. Others may do so with
song and then interrupt the spirit of
worship with handshakes. Nothing is
reverent about that. Then comes anoth-
er song some may call praise singing.
That’s fine if it has a good message.
Then they stop the praise
to be told you are welcome
as if you didn’t know.
They also stop to tell you
what is in the bulletin.

Now another interrup-
tion as they pass the offer-
ing plate. These are good
but why interrupt worship?
Don’t get too much into
the spirit because applause might in-
terrupt to honor someone. Some may
say this is to honor God. After service,
ask a child, a teenager or an adult who
was being applauded and they would
tell you it was for someone. !

We wonder why so many drop out
of worship. They may come with a
hunger for worship and leave hungry.

Most messages from the pulpit are
good; after all no one dares to interrupt
the godly message. Some say one
should enjoy the worship. There is no
greater joy than true worship of God.

Today in many churches there are
divisions over the type of worship.
They are not comfortable to worship
together. It is a split in the church fel-
lowship. Is Christ divided? What will
they do when they get to heaven?

Worship is to be to God. What has
happened to the respect to God’s sanc-
tuary? Is God hard of hearing?

: Ray Carter
Leitchfield

Candidate profiles

Kentucky Baptists can be grateful
that we have been blessed with capa-

- ble and gracious convention presidents

over the years. However, we now
struggle at the point of electing these

Missions involvement unites volunteers

Kay and I have had the opportunity
this fall to fellowship with hundreds of
Kentucky Baptists in 15 different as-
sociational annual meetings. It has
been our privilege to meet some very
special people who have

stayed and slept in tents in Africa and
witnessed miracles. He told of walk-
ing for miles with an interpreter to
reach an area. While praying for a sick
child, the child got better. Soon a crowd
gathered and 54 people

been involved in partnership
missions. Let me tell you
about a few we met during
the Little Bethel Association
meeting recently:

§ Mrs. Lee Adams had
never dreamed that she
would ever fly, let alone go
to the African country of
Tanzania. But she did re-
cently and shared at the

Bill Mackey

made professions of faith in
Christ. Later that day they
tried to witness to two men
working in a field. There
were interruptions but men
began to gather. Twenty-
eight men prayed to receive
Jesus Christ.

1 For Bob Burnett it was
his first trip outside the Unit-
ed States. He said, “I saw the

meeting that she “had met
some of the sweetest people I had ever
known.” Mrs. Adams said, “When I
left I felt like I was leaving my family.
During prayer walking I discovered
that I could pray for Muslims although
they may say no to the gospel.”

§ O.D. Boyd has participated in
15 partnership mission trips. He has

4 WESTERN RECORDER m OCTOBER 17, 2000

..........

.................

PR R R,

power of the gospel in an-
other culture.” He was impressed with
the adjustments required of missionar-
ies who live in a different culture. Bur-
nett said it took only two weeks to get
Africa into him but it took months to
try to get Africa out of him so he could
function. He related that his team
showed the “Jesus” video to 1,800 peo-
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OPINION

leaders each year for one simple but
crucial reason: We do not know each
other as Christian brothers and sisters
as well as we should: As a result, we
are vulnerable to gossip, half truths and
misinformation: “He has a political
agenda,” “he wants to control the com-
mittees,” “he’s a liberal” or “he’s a fun-
damentalist.”

There is a simple and reasonable
solution. Candidates for KBC office
could announce their candidacy by
Sept. 1 preceding the convention in
November. Each candidate could pro-
vide a statement about his
or her participation in
KBC life, committees,
boards and partnerships;
personal spiritual pilgrim-
age; why he or she wishes
to serve; and involvement
in association and local
church ministries. This
profile would give Ken-
tucky Baptists more complete knowl-
edge of the candidates. It would be
helpful if this information could be
printed in the Western Recorder and

- mailed to each KBC church. Copies

should be in the messenger packets at
the convention.

This would reduce the need for a
“campaign speech” by the person nom-
inating the candidate.

I recall something Bill Mackey said
at his first meeting with the KBC Ex-

ecutive Board, “If the Jesus in me can

get to know the Jesus in you, then we
can face together any challenge that
comes our way.”

In my 14 years serving alongside
KBC presidents, I observed how lead-
ers who may have had differences
could pray together, set ministry prior-
ities together and together lead others
to Christ—because Christ was their
common bond.

Kentucky Baptists deserve to know
their leaders well before votes are cast
and have ample opportunity to seek
God’s heart as they vote.

Jim Hawkins
Louisville

Editor’s Note: Profiles of the an-
nounced KBC presidential candidates
are published this week on pages 8-9.

- ple were saved.

I Ronnie Clark went to rural Mis-
sissippi to help repair a church. Ten
people were saved during the week. A
person came from the church in Mis-
sissippi to thank his church for help-
ing.
1 Bob Martin, the director of mis-
sions, had served in Springfield, Mass.
He shared that he had the opportunity
to minister to two people with great
needs. In a service with an attendance
of 42 people, 16 were deaf. However,
every member of the church could sign
congregational hymns.

B Ashley Moody, daughter of the
new associational moderator, was as-
signed as an Acteen intern to Cedar
Crest GA Camp. She stated that God
touched her as she tried to serve oth-
ers. As aresult of her service she knows
that God has a mission for her.

I praise God for an association that
is united in missions, evangelism and
new work.

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

STEWARDSHIP

Ten basic rules
aid responsible
debt management

By Don Spencer
For most people, debt is a ne-

cessity. Debt can be a valuable
tool in per-
sonal finance.
However, if
not handled
properly, it
can become a
major prob-
lem.

FINANCIAL
A  com-

mon problem

today is approaching a debt pure-
ly from the standpoint of the
monthly payment. For example, a
couple decides to purchase an
item on credit because it will cost
only $20 per month. Next month
it is another item for only $10
more per month. The financing
cost adds significantly to the cost
of the item. And, little by little,
this mushrooms and sets a person
or family up for problems.

Here are 10 simple rules for
using debt wisely and safely:

0 Save for major purchases.
Don’t finance unless absolutely
necessary. Set a goal of paying
cash for vacations, cars and other
major purchases.

U Use credit cards as a conve-
nience only. Do not finance long-
term debt with credit cards. Pay
the credit card bill in full each
month. Credit cards generally
have a high interest rate. To carry
a continuing monthly balance is a
bad use of credit.

B Keep all debt payments un-
der one third of your gross in-
come. Above that level, you're
exceeding safe limits.

0 Lower the real cost of debt.
Try to make all interest tax-de-
ductible. A home equity loan of-
fers this advantage.

0 Maintain adequate assets
that easily can be turned into cash.
Debt never hurt anyone. A lack of
sufficient cash flow to manage the
debt has.

N Have adequate life and dis-
ability income insurance. Ignoring
this exposes a person to significant
financial risk.

8 Make debt predictable. Be
cautious using adjustable-rate fi-
nancing and loans with balloon
payments.

0 Accelerating debt payments
may not always be best. One
should maintain adequate savings
for emergency needs, fund tax-
deferred retirement plans ade-
quately and pay off non-tax de-
ductible debt before accelerating
payments on other debts.

0 Refinance only if it will save
money. Consolidation loans do
not always save money.

B Protect your credit. Don’t
abuse credit. If you have problems
meeting payments, talk to the
creditors and re-negotiate.

Don Spencer is a certified financial
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention's annuity department
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Behavior checklist helps parents
evaluate attention deficit needs

Q: How do | know if my child has an attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder?

ADHD is a neuro-developmental disorder characterized by
persistent patterns of inattention and/or hyperactive-impulsive
behavior that are more frequent and more severe than would
be typical for a comparable level of development. Since most
children are active and restless to some
extent, knowing whether your child is
overly distracted and hyperactive can be
extremely difficult.

In a July 18, 1994, Time magazine
article titled “Attention Deficit Disorders,”
Claudia Willis lists 14 statements
designed to help parents determine
whether a child has ADHA:

1 Often fidgets or squirms.

1 Has difficulty remaining seated.

1 Is easily distracted.

1 Has difficulty waiting his or her turn.

1 Often blurts out answers to questions.

1 Has difficulty following instructions.

1 Has difficulty sustaining attention to tasks.

1 Often shifts from one incomplete task to another.

1 Has difficulty playing quietly.

i Often talks excessively.

1 Often interrupts or intrudes on others

1 Often does not seem to listen.

i Often loses things necessary for tasks.

1 Often engages in physically dangerous activities without
considering consequences.

These statements describe almost all children to some
extent. However, special education expert Gene Nabi says that
if your child consistently demonstrates eight of these
characteristics for at least six months before they reach age
7, you may want to seek help. —David Garrard

Q: There are no single adult ministry programs in our city.
How can we change that?

The book, “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People”
instructs people to “begin with the end in mind.” What do you
want single adult ministry to look like? What do you want it to
accomplish? Who are you trying to reach? What do you want
to happen as a result.of gathering together? Have you taken
time to pray about what God wants? In the words of Jesus,
have you “sat down to calculate the cost” (Luke 14:28)?

Single adult ministry happens when you work to build
bridges of trust. Rich Hurst, coordinator of the SAM 2001
conference which will draw 1,000 single adult leaders to
Denver in February, has observed that whenever single adult
ministries in a particular city work together under a “kingdom
of God” mentality, single adult ministry thrives. When division
and competition creep in, the ministry takes a nosedive.
Spend time with your counterparts from other churches,
regardless of denominational labels. There are “kingdom”
goals that people from a variety of churches can agree on and
work together to accomplish. God gets the glory. The witness
of Christ is advanced (see John 17:21). Single adults get to
mix and mingle with @ much larger crowd of people.

Sit down with other leaders from around your city and
share your heart. Pray together, vision together, plan
together.

When people share your vision, they also will share the °
call to make it a reality. Delegate, empower and release.
Single adult ministry is not just for single adults. The beauty
of the body of Christ working together for kingdom purposes
(Ephesians 4:11-14) can be modeled. To learn more about
SAM 2001, call (888) 888-4726.—James Stillwell

Family Forum writers are David Garrard, minister to children
at St. Matthews Baptist Church in Louisville; James Stillwell,
minister to singles at Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington;
Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and professor at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary; and Wade Rowatt, director of the
St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center in Louisville. Send

| questions for. Family, Foriim 10 Western, Recorder, Box 43969,..»+:»

Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us at wesrec@ntr.net.
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Pursuing true peace in a world of chaos

Yemen. Yugoslavia. Israel. The peace-shattering
events of recent days offer striking reminders of the frag-
ile balance in global relationships.

More than a decade after the fall of the Berlin Wall
and several years after the collapse of the Soviet Union,
political turmoil continues to erupt around the world. In
addition to. the latest high-profile conflicts, the list of
volatile trouble spots is lengthy.

Colombia, Angola, Burundi, Sierra Leone
and Indonesia are among the nations strug-*
gling with unrest and violence that impact day-
to-day life. As Americans are riveted to me-
dia coverage of last week’s attack on the USS
Cole and the senseless loss of American lives,
we also must remember that the human trage-
dy inflicted by terrorism, war and rioting
touches the lives of countless mnocent fami-
lies on a daily basis.

In many of those settings, Southern Bap-
tist missionaries are among expatriates who

must evacuate for personal safety or proceed Trennis Henderson

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

prayers are appreciated.”

I also met a missionary couple last week who recently
returned to Kentucky due to civil unrest in the nation
where they were serving. They face uncertainty as they
wait to see where they will be able to live and minister
in the future.

Fervent prayer for our missionaries is crucial during
these difficult days. It also is important to pray
for the crew of the USS Cole and their fami-
lies as they cope with grief, anger and fear in
the wake of last week’s attack.

But the list of prayer needs continues. We
should pray for those affected by violence
around the world, even in those places that
never make the evening news or the front page
of the newspaper. We also need to remember
world leaders and the vital decisions they face
in the midst of crisis.

Above all, we should pray for peace—not
merely peace produced by the absence of war,
but spiritual peace that comes only through a

cautiously as they seek to minister in the midst
of crisis.

In Southern Baptist life here in the States, we typi-
cally pray for international missionaries during Lottie
Moon season each December and faithful Woman’s
Missionary Union members also pray for them on their
birthdays. Beyond that, it’s easy to get so caught up in
day-to-day life that we forget to intercede for fellow
Christians on the front lines of spiritual warfare through-
out the world.

I received a recent e-mail from a missionary friend
serving in Israel. Sent under the heading, “Shalom,
y’all,” his message said the escalating violence in the
Middle East “has complicated things and sapped ener-
gy as well.” He said the unrest is a constant concern
“since our kids take public transportation through 10
miles of West Bank to and from school every day.”

In simple, understated words, he added, “Your

personal relationship with the Prince of Peace.

Why bother to seek peace in our trouble-plagued
world? For starters, peace is a God-honoring goal. “Seek
peace and pursue it,” Psalm 34:14 counsels. In an ad-
monition as timely as today’s news coverage, Psalm
122:6 specifically urges, “Pray for the peace of Jerusa-
lem.” Whether pursuing political peace or personal
peace, it is a goal God calls us to actively pursue.

Despite the challenges of achieving lasting peace in
today’s complex world, Jesus Christ assures His fol-
lowers, “Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to
you; not as the world gives, do I give to you” (John
14:27).

As we pray for peace in our troubled world, we must
never forget to share the true source of eternal peace
available to everyone who seeks it. To fail to proclaim
Jesus Christ in the midst of chaos would be the greatest
tragedy of all.

Effective outreach néeds personal touch

1 Offering hospitality. When a new
family moves into your neighborhood,

By Barry Howard

“Go out into the highways and hedges
and compel them to come in that my
house will be full” (Luke 14:23).

The year I entered junior high
school, my family moved
to a new community. We
had been in our new house
only a few days when a vis-
itation team from a local
church showed up unan-
nounced at our door. Re-
luctantly, my father invit-
ed them in. We were not
dressed for company. Left-
overs from supper were
still on the table and the sink was full
of dirty dishes. After several minutes
of awkward conversation, the visitation
teamn invited us to their church and de-
parted.

The visit I have just described rep-
resents the primary method of outreach
used by most Baptist churches in the
latter half of the past century. Almost
every Baptist church had a weeknight
visitation program. This method of
outreach was especially effective in the
‘50s, ‘60s and ‘70s. But as the 20th
century came to a close, this method
of outreach rapidly began to lose its

. -effectiveéness rasi fewer prospectsire--
sponded favorably to“‘¢old call” visi="

tation. Cultural changes and technolog-

Sl
al Issues

FOR THE NEW
MILLENNIUM

ical advancements have caused unan-

nounced visitation by churches and

businesses to be perceived as ineffec-
tive and intrusive.

If traditional visitation is no longer
the best way to reach people, then how
can the church reach out to both Chris-

tians and pre-Christians in
the new millennium?

*  There is not one action
that fulfills the outreach
ministry of the church.
Rather, there are many
ministry actions that con-
tribute to the overall out-
reach efforts of a congre-
gation:

8 Building relation-
ships. Researchier George Barna re-
minds us that more people come into
the church through a relationship with
a trusted friend than any other reason.
The greatest potential for outreach is
through the relationships each church
member builds with neighbors, col-
leagues and classmates.

§ Meeting personal needs. If you
want to reach someone, minister to
their needs. Caring ministries such as
food banks, literacy classes or clothes
closets meet physical and emotional
needs. Enrichment ministries such as
parenting workshops, marriage enrich-

‘ment retreatsior financial ‘planning '

serhimars‘meet:social -and relational
needs.

greet them with hospitality such as a
welcome basket, home-baked treats or
a packet of information about your
community. When someone visits your
church, make sure they receive a bul-
letin, introduce them to other members
and provide directions to important lo-
cations like the nursery, classrooms or
restrooms.

8 Visiting by appointment. Person-
al contact still is vitally important.
‘When visiting prospects, make an ap-
pointment to meet with them either at
their home or at a local restaurant or
coffee shop.

0 Using technology. Many church-
es are beginning to discover that the
Internet provides numerous opportuni-
ties for outreach. A church Web site
can provide an interactive ministry 24
hours a day and a church e-mail bank
can deliver invitations and messages to
hundreds of homes in nanoseconds.

The outreach ministry of the
church is not just the responsibility of
the professional staff and the elected
leadership. Whether reaching out to
the unchurched in your community or
the inactive members on your church
roll, your church needs every mem-
ber to be creative and personal in
reaching out to others. Outreach is
everyone’s responmblhty Are you
. doing your part?

“Barry Howard is pastor of First Bapttst
Church of Corbin . sk .
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Baptists minister
to USS Cole’s crew
families

NORFOLK, Va. (BP)—
Baptist churches in
Norfolk, Va., are
mobilizing to minister to
the families of the sailors
aboard the USS Cole,
which was struck last
week by a terrorist
attack, killing 17 crew.

Pat Daniels, office
administrator for Norfolk
Baptist Association, said
his office was contacting
retired Baptist chaplains
and pressing them into
service.

“We've also extended
our help to the military,
offering to find them a
church site for the
families to come
together and to find
housing for families
coming into the area,”
Daniels said.

Kentucky Ten commandments suit one of many across U.S.

Continued from page 1 ‘
of the biblical laws has been accompa-
nied by ACLU lawsuits disputing their
constitutionality. The erection of mon-
uments at both state Capitols is in ques-
tion, pending appellate court hearings.

In Kentucky, the ACLU hailed a
judge’s preliminary injunction that the
three displays in the courthouses and
school district be taken down after it
sued. All of the displays included the
Ten Commandments and religion-
related excerpts from other documents
such as the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

The state of Kentucky is appealing
a judge’s agreement with the ACLU

| that prevents the erection of a Ten

Commandments monument near a
popular floral clock on the grounds of
the state Capitol in Frankfort.

“What we saw during the legisla-
ture and in the bill itself was very, very
clear intent to post this monument for
the specific purpose of promoting a

particular set of religious beliefs,” said’

Jeff Vessels, executive director of the
ACLU of Kentucky.

“We had, for example, debates on
the floor of the legislature of the house
about whether or not any religion oth-
er than Christianity had any redeem-
ing value in the history of our common-
wealth. ... You just had to be there to

TEN COMMANDMENTS The Family
Research Council has distributed nearly
750,000 book covers imprinted with the
Ten Commandments as a way to get the
“biblical laws into schools. (RNS photo)

believe it.”

Decades ago, the Fraternal Order of
Eagles donated the monument—later
put in storage—to the Kentucky court-
house. The courthouse was just one of
many places where the Eagles have
donated monuments in the last half
century, sparked by a concern in the
1950s by St. Cloud, Minn., Judge E.J.
Ruegemer, who was faced with a ju-
venile offender who had not heard of
the Ten Commandments.

“He made a vow that nothing like
that was going to happen again in his
courtroom- if he could help it,” said

Marilyn Bozich, supervisor of the pro-

" gram department at the Grand Aerie,

or national headquarters of the frater-

nal organization based in Milwaukee.

In 1980, the Supreme Court ruled

in Stone vs. Graham that a Kentucky

law requiring the posting of the Ten

Commandments in public schools was
unconstitutional.

“I think Stone vs. Graham really

covers any display, certainly in court- .

rooms or in schools, wherever at a min-
imum ... there is a potentially captive
audience, that is the juries, defendants
in a courtroom or the students in a
school,” said Barry Lynn, executive
director of Americans United for Sep-
aration of Church and State.

His Washington-based organization
has monitored the interest in Ten Com-
mandments postings and has urged
state legislatures not to pass legislation
regarding them. While Indiana, Ken-
tucky and South Dakota have passed
such legislation, a dozen other state
legislatures considered taking action
this year but did not pass any new rules
regarding the Ten Commandments.

The Family Research Council, a
conservative Christian group that has
been promoting the Ten Command-
ments for several years, plans to launch
an advertising campaign about the
framed copies of the religious laws. -

Kristen Hansen, spokeswoman for
the Washington-based council, esti-
mated that her organization has distrib-
uted nearly 750,000 book covers illus-
trated with the Ten Commandments.

Elliot Mincberg, legal director for
the Washington-based People for the
American Way Foundation, views the
continuing push for posting the com-
mandments as part of a general effort
by conservative Christians reacting to
concerns about school violence.

But Mincberg said they are not
completely forbldden in public
schools.

“It’s very much a case-by-case kind
of thing. ... You have to know the spe-
cific context.”

Stanley, the Liberty Counsel litiga-
tion lawyer, hopes he can find a con-
text in Kentucky that will pass consti-
tutional muster.

“We’re going to try to come up with
a display where the Ten Command-
ments is integrated in the display and
is not dominant and is merely one of
the foundations of American law and
governance that’s recognized,” he said.
“To have a display on the foundations
of American law and governance and
to leave out the Ten Commandments
would be incomplete because they do
form the foundation of much of our
criminal justice system.”

2000 KBC

Annual Meeting
November 14-15, 2000

First Baptist Church

621 East 12th Street
Boviling Green, Kentucky

Messen: iers are responsible for making their own

reservati ons. Kentucky Baptist Convention must be mentioned
and res¢ vetion deadlines met fo receive blocked room rates.

Non-smoking rooms were blocked whenever possible.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

For more information, contact
Denise Withers by phone at
502.245.4101 X212 or e-mail at Denise_Withers@kybaptist.org

~ ©Baymont Inn & Suites

; 9 Hampton Inn

Directions to First Baptist
Church from I-65:

Take Exit 22. Head north
on Scoftsville Road (U.S.
231), which turns into
Broadway and ultimately
into 12th Street. After
crossing Park Street, the
church is on the left at
231 South Twelfth Street.

To Scottsville

~ © Comfort Inn

Accommodations

The following Bowling Green facilities are on
Scottsville Road (or near Scottsville Road on
intersecting sireets), accessible from Exit 22 off I-65.
All rates listed are subject to 10.24% hotel tax.

165 Three Springs Road * 270.843.3200

Reservation Deadline: November |
~Rate: 548 (double or king/1-4 persons)

Complimentary continental breakfast

233 Three Springs Road * 270.842.4100
Reservation Deadline: November |
Rate: $59 (double or king/1-4 persons)
Comphmemmy cemmental breakfast

: 4646 Scottsville Road + 270.843.1163

~ Reservation Deadline: October 15

~ Rate: $69.88 (double/1-4 persons)
$59.88 (king/1-2 persons)

Complimentary: continental breakfast

@ Ramada Inn
"4767 Scottsville Road = 270.781.3000
Reservation Deadline: October 13
Rate: 555 (single or double/1-4 persons)
Breakfast buffet - $3 per person

© Holiday Inn
3240 Scoftsville Road « 270.781.1500
Reservation Deadline: October 15*
Rate: 559 (double/1-4 persons)

On-site restaurant
*Cancellations after November 5 are subject to one night's room rate.

® University Plaza Hotel
1021 Wilkinson Trace * 270.745.0088
Reservation Deadline: October 13
Rate: 585 (single or double/1-4 persons)
On-site restaurant

@ Courtyard by Marriott
1010 Wilkinson Trace « 270.783.8569
Reservation Deadline: Ociober 13
Rate: $65 (double or king/1-4 persons)
Breakfast available at cost




GEORGETOWN—Georgetown
College officials publicly launched
a $96 million fund-raising campaign
last week, simultaneously announc-
ing that the campaign already has re-
ceived more than $62 million in gifts
and pledges.

The four-year capital campaign is
designed to fund major projects to
help Georgetown pursue Phi Beta
Kappa status. Georgetown President
Bill Crouch announced in May that
trustees had approved a seven-year
initiative to seek recognition by
PBK, the nation’s oldest undergrad-
uate honors society.

Among priorities to be funded
through the capital campaign are a
performing arts center, adding
125,000 volumes to the college li-
brary and increasing average facul-
ty salaries.

“There are people out there who
have the opinion that a religious or
faith-based institution cannot be
considered an institution of superi-
or academic integrity,” said Jason
Falls, Georgetown’s director of pub-
lic relations.

School officials want to “show
people that Georgetown College can
blaze a trail for institutions that are
proud of their Christian heritage and
are faith-based and can achieve the

highest academic standards in the
country,” Falls added.

Despite the challenge of achiev-
ing that goal, Crouch said earlier this
year, “We see this as a no-lose situ-
ation. Seven years from now, even
if we don’t get Phi Beta Kappa sta-
tus, we’re going to be a lot better
institution.”

Georgetown officials kicked off
the school’s “Defining the Future”
campaign Oct. 12 at a campus press
conference. That was followed by
the annual president’s dinner, an
event Falls described as “a way to
celebrate what we had announced
and to get ready for the years to
come as we try to reach that $96
million.”

More than $53 million of the
campaign’s gifts and pledges was
collected during a six-year “silent
phase” of the campaign launched in
1994. The kickoff of the public
phase of the campaign included the
announcement of an additional $9
million in gifts, bringing the total
amount of gifts and pledges to $62.1
million.

Beyond the $96 million cam-
paign goal, Falls said school offi-
cials have identified future long-
term fund-raising needs of an addi-
tional $72 million. “The total needs

KENTUGKY

Georgetown launches $96 million campaign

BLUEGRASS BURGOO

include long-term capital projects
and increasing the endowment,” he
said. “This capital campaign of $96
million, however, is focused around
achieving Phi Beta Kappa stan-
dards.”

Among major gifts announced at
the campaign kickoff are:

¥ A gift of $3 million from Robert
and Anne Wilson. Wilson is a 1962
graduate of Georgetown and co-chair-
man of the capital campaign cabinet.

§ Campaign co-chairman Earl
Goode announced $8.6 million in gifts
and pledges from nine families who
serve on Georgetown’s foundation
board. :

B A gift of $2 million from the es-
tate of Sylvia Beard to create an en-
dowed chair of music. /

B A gift of $1.5 million from the
estate of Marjorie Stafford to create
an endowed chair of education. Her
estate also gave $1 million to pursue
PBK standards.

1 A pledge of $1 million from Ken
and JoAnne James to pursue PBK
goals.

Trustee chairman Franklin Ensor
said the capital campaign “will take
the institution to new levels of excel-
lence, not just as an academic institu-
tion but as a vibrant part of the com-
munity.”
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2000 Kentucky Baptist Convention
November 13-15

- Limited Care for Preschoolers
and Children |

During convention sessions
and Pastors’ Conference
First Baptist Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky

Extended teaching care for a limited number of preschoolers
and children (ages 6 weeks-5th grade) will be provided by
ADVANCE RESERVATION ONLY—call (888) 254-5709 for

reservation via Wendy Dever in Sunday School Department.

Due to staff and space limits, all reservations for children
must be made in advance. There is no charge for this care,
thanks to gifts through the Cooperative Program and the
Pre-school Children’s Office, Sunday School Department,
Kentucky Baptist Convention, Wendy Dever, Associate
for Pre-school/Children.
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‘November 2, 2000

Middletown, Kentucky

stereotypes of aging among all age groups in the local church.
adults.

ministry model by, with and for older adults.
¢ Become knowledgeable about aging adult ministry resource tools.

- LEADERSHIP SUMMIT

Helping Church Leaders Prepare
Jor the Swelling Age Wave

Kentucky Baptist Convention Building

Who should attend? Pastors, ministers
of education & senior adult leaders

Cost? $15 per person—lunch included

The Leadership Summit will encourage
& empower senior adult leaders to:
# Articulate a healthy concept of aging that assists in erasing negative

& Champion the importance of local church ministry by, with and for older

# Design and implement in their local church and/or community at least one

Sponsored by the KBC Family Ministry Department, Karl Babb, Director.
For registration information, call Ministry Assistant Patricia Clifford toll-free
at (888) 254-5704 (in Louisville, call 254-4719). Please register by Oct. 19.
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KBC presidential candidates ¢

Kevin Ezell, senior pastor of
Highview Baptist Church in Louisville,
and Jim McKinley, a retired Southern
Baptist missionary to Bangladesh,
announced in June that they will be

Kevin Ezell

Kevin Ezell, age 38, has served since
1996 as senior pastor of Highview
Baptist Church in Louisville. He
previously was pastor of churches in
lllinois and Tennessee.

In denomination life, he
has served on the Southern
Baptist Convention -
Committee on Committees
and as president of the
lllinois Baptist Pastors’
Conference. He currently
serves on the Boyce College
Advisory Council in
Louisville.

Ezell holds a bachelor of ~ Ezell
science degree from Union
University in Jackson, Tenn., a master of
divinity degree from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas, and a doctor of ministry
degree from Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville.

Q: Why are you willing to be
nominated as Kentucky Baptist
Convention president?

| would appreciate the opportunity to
lead our state to focus on increasing our
evangelism emphasis and to encourage
churches to intentionally train their
people to share the gospel.

Q: Who have been your greatest
influences, and what have they taught
you? 4 _

My father, Mike Ezell, taught me the
importance of a strong work ethic,
integrity and how to be a father and a
husband. First Baptist Church of
Paducah provided for me a tremendous
model of what a Southern Baptist
church is all about. | was taught the
importance of supporting missions and
was exposed to a well-balanced
approach to ministry.

Q: What would be your primary

| hopes and goals as KBC president?

To support (KBC Executive Director)
Dr. Bill Mackey as he continues to lead
our state to focus on evangelism. My
goal would be that every church in
Kentucky would baptize someone in
2001. To unify our state around the one
thing we can all have in common—
reaching the lost.

Q: One of the key responsibilities as
president is to appoint three members

. to the KBC committee on committees.

What criteria would you use to make
your appointments?

nominated next month for the Kentucky two
Baptist Convention presidency. - state

With the 2000 KBC annual meeting h
set for Nov. 14-15 at First Baptist Church Kent

of Bowling Green, they remain the only can(

Must be supportive of Dr. Mackey J :

and affirm his leadership for our state. I
Must have a passion to reach this

state for Christ. J

Must have personally led at least one isal

person to the Lord in the last 12 miss

months. Ban¢

Must believe in the there

authority of the Word of God. adm

Bapt

Q: What do you consider Bang

Kentucky Baptists’ greatest Fi

strengths? McK

asa

Our rich history and Cony

strong presence in our state miss

as well as resources and Prog

potential to reach people with serve

the gospel. There is no asso

excuse for us not to reach coun

this state for Christ. spea

reviv

Q: What do you consider Kentucky authe

Baptists’ greatest needs? to Lif

. Stori

To continue to
make evangelism our
top priority and to .
increase the
resources for (KBC
evangelism growth
team leader) Dan
Garland and those in
the evangelism area

to enable them to
continue with even
greater emphasis to
train our churches in
how to share their
faith.
| admi
Q: You have described yourself as a doctc
conservative in denominational life.
What does that term mean to you? Q:
nomi
In my opinion, a conservative is one Conv
who believes the Bible is not just a
record of God’s revelation, but it is I
God’s perfect and sufficient revelation. Ghris
askec
Q: What is your opinion of the SBC’s their
revised Baptist Faith and Message my d
statement? What role should the
document play in Kentucky Baptist Q:
life? influ
you?
| support the revision of the 2000
Baptist Faith and Message. | appreciate M
the strong stand for the family and a Stony
clearly defined statement of where we Coun
stand as a denomination for our society. and [
My hope is that the Baptist Faith and who
Message will continue to play the same majo!
role it has in the history of the Kentucky Camg
Baptist Convention. met r
] missi
| Q:
| hope:
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two publicly announced candidates for

" state convention president.

In an effort to help familiarize
Kentucky Baptists with the two ~ _
candidates prior to the annual meeting,

Jim McKinley

James F. “Jim” McKinley Jr., age 71,
is a retired Southern Baptist international
missionary who served 34 years in
Bangladesh. During most of his ministry
there, he was chairman/
administrator of the Southern
Baptist missionary group in
Bangladesh.

Following retirement,
McKinley served three years
as a Kentucky Baptist
Convention consultant for
nissions and Cooperative
Program support. He has
served on a number of

associational committees and ~ McKinley
councils and continues to

speak frequently at churches, camps,
revivals and other meetings. He is the
author of four books, including “Death

to Life: Bangladesh” and “Missionary
Stories.”

McKinley holds an
associate of arts
degree from
Campbellsville
College (University),
a bachelor of arts
degree from Wayland
Baptist University in
Plainview, Texas, and
a bachelor of divinity
degree from
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
in Louisville. He
currently is seeking
admission to Southern Seminary’s
doctor of ministry program.

Q: Why are you willing to be
nominated as Kentucky Baptist
Convention president?

| have always deeply depended upon
Gnristian friends and when a group
asked me to be nominated, | accepted
their judgment and now feel good about
my decision.

Q: Who have been your greatest
influences, and what have they taught
you?

My parents and the local church—
Stony Point Baptist Church in Clinton
County as well as Pastor 0.G. Lawless
and Director of Missions Isaac Hucaby
who taught me basic honesty. The other
major influence in my life was
Campbellsville University. That's where |
met my wife, Betty, and where my call to
missions became very clear.

Q: What would be your primary
hopes and goals as KBC president?

the Western Recorder invited both men
to respond to a series of questions
about their goals for the presidency as
well as to address current issues in
Baptist life.

| want us to work together more
closely and do our best to keep our

_ differences from dividing us. The

unsaved world suffers even when we
argue.

Q: One of the key responsibilities as
president is to appoint three
members to the KBC
committee on committees.
What criteria would you use
to make your appointments?

| would consult the two
vice presidents and several
friends and then make my
decision on the basis of what
| feel are individuals who
support Kentucky Baptists. -

Q: What do you consider Kentucky
Baptists’ greatest strengths?

| consider Kentucky Baptists to be a
basically united group of churches who
want to work together in ministry.

Q: What do you consider Kentucky
Baptists’ greatest needs?

‘One basic need is to work together to
win the people in our areas to personal
faith in Jesus and then to reach out to
the ends of the earth to other people as
we reach out to our own neighbors.

Q: You have described yourself
as a “middle of the roader” in
denominational life. What does that
term mean to you?

I take great pride in being my own
person under my God. | do not run with
any group, but 1 do seek the counsel of
others often. So that leaves me in the
middle of the road. | would not want
meetings held to support me for any .
position. | count on people in our
Kentucky Baptist churches to make their
decisions without any coercion on my
part. And certainly | do not feel this is a
cowardly position to assume.

Q: What is your opinion of the SBC’s
revised Baptist Faith and Message
statement? What role should the
document play in Kentucky Baptist life.

| would support our standing with
the 1963 Baptist Faith and Message
statement, which came about through
the long, hard work of many people
across our Southern Baptist Convention.
Any and all attempts at revision and
support must carefully consider: “Is this
necessary under God and is it helpful to
us in local churches?”

Boys Grades 1 - 6 involved in Royal Amba;
Mission Kids, Children In Action or boys i
in other mission study orgamzatlons

A Mission Challenge and College Football G
Participants are challenged to gain physica
by punting, passing and kicking a football as
as earning spiritual punt, pass and kick ya
Awards will be presented.

PPK registration begins at 9:30 a.m. at
Campbellsville University, October 21, 2000.

The event concludes following the football game
Please pre-register to save $.

PPK is a mission education event designed for

boys to have fun as they grow physically thr
* competition and spiritually as they learn m

facts, Bible verses and Books of the Bible.

t‘$»5_per person if pre-regiétered by Octobe,r'v 0,
$7 after this date. Includes: event registrati
" mission rally, lunch and a pass to the game.

Campbellsville University
vs. Cumberland University

) October 21, 2000 |

IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

Download all registration information, PPK guidelines, schedule //\
and Friday night camping & housing locations off the internet: \7 ,‘v

www. kybaptist.org/ppk.htm or
call the KBC Brotherhood Department at
1-888-254-5720 or 502-244-6489.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
10701 Shelbyville Road
Louisville, KY 40253
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Overheard at the
Franklin Graham
festival

“Franklin Graham is a
Tarheel. | know they've
got some banners like
this down there, just not
as many.”

Former University of
Kentucky Basketball

_ player Cameron Mills
kidding Franklin Graham

“We want Lexington to
be a city that shows the
rest of the country how a
city can come together.
It's also caused
Kentucky Baptist
churches to come
together, with an
emphasis on reaching
lost people in the
community. We're
working together as
we've never done
before.”

Jim McGee, community

affairs director for the
festival

“There are a lot of
physical similarities,
which is natural because
he’s Billy Graham’s son.
But there’s a lot of
differences. Franklin
grew up in a different
time. He's a different
age, has different tastes
and has a desire to
reach out to this
generation. That means
he’s going to try some
different things and
different methods.”
Steve Nelson, director of
festival development and
training for the Billy
Graham Evangelistic
Association

“Over the long term,
with some new
relationships and a
sense of urgency, | think
you'll see the city
impacted for the better.
With people coming in
from outside Lexington
who will be able to share
with enthusiasm what
they witnessed, there will
be a spillover effect
across the state.”
Richard Gaines, pastor
of Consolidated Baptist
Church, Lexington
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Younger Graham shows how to reach next generation

Continued from page 1
director Steve Nelson.

The younger Graham wants to
reach a younger generation that doesn’t
know his father and probably doesn’t
know him, said Nelson, director of fes-
tival development and training for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Associa-
tion.

“But they love music and will come
out because some of their friends know
who these artists are,” he said. “I think
the term ‘festival’ lends itself to think-
ing maybe this is going to be a little
different than what his father has done
in the past.”

More than 8,000 volunteers from
1,600 churches, including 1,800 coun-
selors and a mass choir of 1,600, co-
operated to stage the three-night event.

In addition to the evening meetings,
organizers sponsored a children’s event
Saturday morning, Oct. 14, that attract-
ed 4,000 people and led to more than
370 conversions.

Another 130 people accepted Christ
as Savior at a Friday morning commu-
nity breakfast where Graham spoke.
Festival volunteers also visited area
jails and one state prison the week be-
fore and led 90 inmates in prayers to
receive Jesus.

The event drew increasingly larger
crowds to Rupp Arena, starting with
10,500 attendees Friday night and end-
ing with near-capacity attendance Sun-
day of 22,200.

The well-known basketball palace
took on the feel of a rock concert, with
the stage lit by blue, red, violet and

CECE WINANS The Grammy Award-wining
vocalist performed Friday, Oct. 13 during
the three-day festival at Rupp Arena.

yellow spotlights and many fans jump-
ing to their feet to clap along with some
of their favorite performers.

On Sunday night, hip hop singer
Kirk Franklin delighted many in the
audience by jumping off the stage and
circulating around the floor to dance
with several people, including a sign
lz;x}lguage interpreter at the back of the
hall.

Graham added to the youth-orient-
ed flavor on Saturday night, preaching

in a black leather jacket and a black
baseball cap with “Harley Davidson”
in orange-lettered script on it.

But he sounded much like his fa-
mous father once he launched into his
evangelistic messages, preaching dur-
ing the weekend from such passages
as Matthew 19:16-22 and Mark 8:31-
38.

On the opening and closing nights,
he posed the question, “If your life
came to an end tonight, would you be
ready?”

Sunday night the question followed
comments about Cassie Bernall, one of
the victims of last year’s shootings at
Columbine High School.

Michael W. Smith led into the ser-
mon by performing his top hit, “This
is Your Time,” which he wrote as a
tribute to Bernall after performing at a
memorial service for the victims in
Littleton, Colo.

“Are you ready?” Graham asked.
“Are you prepared to stand before
God? Cassie was ready. In a few min-
utes I’m going to ask you to come into
the aisles and come forward and Il say
a prayer with you.”

But first, he reviewed how each
person has a soul, which will live for
eternity. The human body is made up
of 207 bones and 500 muscles, but
those physical characteristics don’t rep-
resent one’s real identity, he said.

The soul will live forever with God
and is more real than some of the news
that dominates today’s headlines, he
noted.

“Because you can’t take a. CAT

scan of your soul doesn’t mean it
doesn’t exist,” Graham said. Then,
paraphrasing from Mark, he asked,
“What should it profit if you gain the
whole world and lose your soul?”

While the soul will outlive human-
kind’s average life expectancy of 85
years, he said, without Christ we will
be lost to the effects of sin. Breaking
God’s law is sin and the wages of sin
is death, he warned.

To explain sin, he listed a number
of examples. Telling lies, murder—
“Abortion is murder, but God will for-
give you of murder”’—dishonoring par-
ents, worshipping idols and taking
God’s name in vain are all sins, he said.

“Each one of us here is guilty, but
God wants to forgive us,” the evange-
list said. “You can leave here set free.
But you have to be willing to confess
your sins.”

He concluded by discussing the re-
ality of hell. While many people have
an image of hell as a big party where
the beer flows and people enjoy good
food, the Bible calls it a place of sor-
row, depression and outer darkness,
Graham said.

Believing in Christ is the only way
to avoid hell, he said, adding that peo-
ple can’t work their way to heaven or
rely on their church attendance or de-
nominational affiliation.

Posing a question about other reli-
gions all serving the same God as
Christians, Graham said, “It’s not the
same God. There’s one God and he has
a son, Jesus Christ. Friends, there’s no
other way.”

Passing it on

As Christians we have a respon-

sibility to pass on to the next gener-

~ ation our missions heritage, and not

just to pass it on, but to enhance and
to secure it. :

There are a variety of avenues
available to assist us in fulfilling our
responsibility. Among those ave-
nues is the Kentucky Baptist Broth-
erhood, which is no longer just for
men. In fact, the Brother-
hood ministry is for men,
women, boys and girls.
According to Randy Fos-
ter, state Brotherhood di-
rector, half of the disaster
relief and a high propor-
tion of the Baptist Build-
ers volunteers are women.
Kentucky WMU and
Kentucky Brotherhood
have begun to partner in
ways that involve entire
families in missions and
missions education.

My wife and I had a date on a
recent Friday night, which included
dinner in Elizabethtown and atten-
dance at the evening session of the
annual Brotherhood convention held
at Immanuel Baptist Church. It was
great to see some old friends and to
meet some new ones. We especially
enjoyed the new video, “Becoming
On Mission,” which gives focus to
developing mission-oriented fami-
lies. We also were inspired by the
music and the missions testimonies.
A highlight of the evening was to

g

Barry Allen

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

hear Ben Hawkins present the
speech that won him this year’s
Young Statesman Scholarship. Ben
is from Erlanger and a freshman at
Morehead State University.

It occurred to me the various
components of the Brotherhood’s
ministry lend themselves to endow-
ment gifts whereby the future of
those ministry components could be
secured and enhanced in
perpetuity. Some of the
components, which re-
quire annual operating
expenses, include: Baptist
Builders, summer camps
at Rabro/Cedarmore and
Jonathan Creek, disaster
relief, equestrian minis-
tries, Kentucky Changers,
Hope for Homes and hu-
man needs ministries.
You might be interested
in endowing the annual
Young Statesman Schol-
arship or scholarships for needy fam-
ilies to send their sons to summer
camp. Call us toll-free for more in-
formation.

I am grateful to my parents,

church and teachers who passed on
to me a wonderful missions heritage,
which included being an RA and
family mission trips. Let’s keep
passing it on. Amen?!
Barry Allen is president of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY
40223; (888) 254-5701

4.

&

~ Carey Theological
College/Regent College

The public is invited

2000-2001
STAIEY LECTURE
=l eT Ty SERIES

Presents

Dr. Stanley J. Grenz

~ Vancouver, British Columbia

October 24, 2000 -
Gheens Recital Hall (Gosser Fine Arts Center)

October 25, 2000 + 10 a.m.
Powell Athletic Center

The Staley Distinguished Scholar Lecture Series is a project
of the Thomas F. Staley Foundation of New York.

4 pm. & 7:30 p.m.
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Lexington churches work together for Graham festlval !

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

LEXINGTON—The idea to bring
Franklin Graham to Lexington origi-
nated with a pair of pastors’ conferenc-
es in Jacksonville and Atlanta in Feb-
ruary of 1997.

Jim McGee, minister of educatlon
at Porter Memorial Baptist Church in
Lexington, said he returned from the
second conference—sponsored by
Promise Keepers—with a distinct im-
pression he should organize a crusade
within five years.

“God, I'm not the man,” prayed
McGee, who wound up as community

affairs director of Greater Lexington

Festival 2000 “I like to work behind
the scenes.”

Nevertheless, he later ran radio and
newspaper advertisements inviting
pastors interested in having an area-
wide outreach to a meeting.

That January 1998 gathering attract-
ed 62 pastors and led to various meet-
ings and phone calls. After preliminary
discussions, the group decided to link
the event to Celebrate Jesus 2000, a
nationwide, multi-denominational
event.

Preparations included distribution
to about 80 percent of homes in Lex-
ington of the “Who Split Time?” gos-
pel tract and weekly prayer walks the
first four months of this year. On Good

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

“Raised Roof” Vans in Stock (No CDL)

# Center Aisle

- o Low First Step

¢ 2/1 Seating

| & Bucket Seats

5| ¢ More Headroom
+ 15-passengers

1999 Models: $29,900 (Low Miles)

&
-3 2000 Models: $34,000 (New)
4}
°§° 1998 Models: $28,500 (Low Miles)

(800) 370-6180

www.carpenterbus.com

Friday, volunteers drove around the
metropolitan area seven times while
others led prayers on a local radio sta-
tion.

“I believe we have a responsibility
to keep it going,” he said as the festi-
val was coming to a close. “We're al-
ready talking about things we can do
in the future.”

In addition to a special inter-denom-
inational New Year’s eve service at
Heritage Hall, organizers are exploring
mass distribution of the ‘“Jesus” video.

McGee also said he expects to see
a difference in the way churches inter-
act with people who have differing lif-
estyles and moral standards.

“T’ve been impressed with Franklin
Graham as having a down-to-earth
message,” he said. “It’s a straightfor-
ward message of what sin is, but when
he talks about that he says, ‘God loves
you anyway and desires to take that
away.’ I hear a message of love from
Franklin Graham and I think people
responded to it.”

Lexington attorney and certified
public accountant Jeff Smith was
among those stirred to action by the
festival.

Smith, a former Catholic who has
attended charismatic -and Baptist
churches, said he hopes to organize a
daily prayer meeting for corporate lead-
ers and other local leaders.

“It’s hard to put into words,” he said
of the festival’s impact. “I think a true

“transformation is a miracle. For thou-

sands of people to sacrifice their lives
and what they want ... is selfless and
defies human explanatlon This event

has also made it clear to me, as some-
one who has committed their life to
Christ, that I have a long way to go.”

A member of McGee’s church said
the event already has had an impact at
Porter Memorial. So many people re-
sponded to pastor Bill Henard’s invi-
tation to receive Christ last Sunday
morning that they ran out of commit-
ment cards, said festival counselor
Mike Lavender.

“It’s very powerful, but very sim-
ple,” he said of Graham’s preaching.
“If you have been in church all your
life you can get something out of it.
But if you have never been to church
you can get something out of it.”

‘Evangelist and former University of
Kentucky basketball player Cameron
Mills said the festival had inspired him
to become more committed to his min-
istry.

Of all the things that happened in
Rupp Arena—where a dozen champi-

- onship or Final Four banners hang—

last weekend was the greatest because
people’s lives were changed, he said.

By Robert Dunston

On Oct. 2, Milton Murphey,
former assistant professor of religion
at Cumberland College, passed
away. During his time at Cumber-
land, Murphey taught many stu-
dents, nurturing them in the Chris-
tian faith and modeling Christ’s
love.

Murphey was born in
Cleveland, - Ohio, but
grew up in Willowick,
Ohio. He attended Bryan

Remembering Milton Murphey g

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

children’s home in Nazareth, but
Murphey also directed the construc-
tion of Baptist Village. They served
in Israel for 27 years.

In 1979, Murphey came to Cum-
berland College to be a missionary-
in-residence for a year. When a reli-
gion department faculty member re-
signed, Murphey began teaching
fulltime at Cumberland. Before he
retired in 1992, the stu-
dents elected him “Hon-
ored Professor” at home-
coming.

College for two years un-
til World War II interrupt-
ed his college career. He
volunteered for army duty
and fought in D-Day plus
nine, the Battle of the
Bulge and other battles in
the European theatre.

After retirement, Mur-
phey continued to minis-
ter through mission trips
to Russia and Czechoslo-
vakia and through faithful
service at First Baptist
Church in Williamsburg.
He and his wife were one

When Murphey com-
pleted his army service, he entered
Taylor University. Upon his gradu-
ation from Taylor, he enrolled in
Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary in Louisville and graduated
with a master of divinity degree.
After his graduation from Southern,
Murphey taught atLinda Vista Bap-
tist College and Seminary in San
Diego for two years. While teach-
ing there, he earned a master of arts
degree in church history.

In 1952 he and his wife were ap-
pointed missionaries to Israel by the
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission

Board. Their assighment was the:

of four founding couples
of cleftRock Retreat Center in Ken-
tucky, a retreat center particularly
committed to providing marriage
enrichment for couples.

We all mourn Murphey’s pass-
ing. He embodied love for and com-
mitment to God and devoted his en-
tire life to teaching the Christian
faith, especially to children and
youth. We will miss him but trea-
sure our memories of his warmth,
humor and commitment to Christ.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Stanon Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

families!

Thank You I(enulckv Bamlstsl

You Take The Cake!

The final figures are not yet available, but it appears
you have set a record in this year’s
Food Roundup for Kentucky Baptist
Homes for Children! Thank you for
sharing with our children and

S\,
KBHC

COMMUNITY CHOIR
Singers from throughout
Lexington are just one
example of the cooperative
effort involved in the
Franklin Graham festival.
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Workers asked
Southern Baptists
to avoid taking
sides and to pray
for everyone
involved in the
conflict.

Baptist workers in Israel keeping heads down, prayers up

JERUSALEM (BP)—As one of
the most violent uprisings in years
continues between Israel and Pales-
tinians, Southern Baptist personnel
in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank
remain safe but poised for possible
evacuation if conditions worsen.

As of last week, about 100 peo-
ple had died as the conflict stretched
into its second week. Pitched gun
battles, rock throwing and other
fighting continued in Hebron, Ra-
mallah and Netzarim but violence
also broke out in Nazareth, the home
town of Jesus.

Hopes for a peace accord seemed
faint as Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak threatened further military
response if the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, did not end the con-
flict. But raw emotion and hatred are
always plentiful in this troubled land
and neither side seems prepared to
back down.

More than two dozen Southern
Baptist workers are assigned to Israel
and about a dozen to Gaza and the
West Bank, though some workers are
in the United States for periodic as-
signments there.

One Southern Baptist family heard-

machinegun fire and the noise of dem-
onstrations about a mile from their
home in Ramallah. “We feel safe.
We’ve been here four and a half years,
and the people who live around us
care about us,” she said.

“But it’s scary to hear the machine-
gun fire at night, not because you think
you’re going to be hurt, but you think,
who is being hurt? What will be the

result tomorrow?” she said. She and
her family have stayed mostly in-
doors, she said. Shops are open only
limited hours.

Southern Baptist workers in Gaza
City live and work near demonstra-
tions which have united thousands of
Palestinians—including political par-
ties usually divided—in vivid displays
of hatred toward Israel.

But the main conflict has been at
Netzarim Junction south of Gaza City,
where Israeli troops blew up two
buildings thought to protect Palestin-
ian snipers firing at Israeli positions.

“We Southern Baptists need to be
careful not to make statements that
condemn one side or the other. Both
sides are at fault,” cautioned one
worker who lives in Israel. “We don’t
need to lay blame but to be in a posi-
tion of praying for peace and their sal-
vation,” he urged.

Ironically, the conflict has come at
a time when workers-say Jewish fol-
lowers of Christ continue to increase
numerically. Workers also report see-
ing an unprecedented response to the
gospel among Arabs in the past cou-
ple of years. One of the few times Jews
and Arabs sit together in peace is at
Christian functions, one worker said.

“The reality is that peace can only
come through Jesus Christ, the Prince
of Peace,” said one Southern Baptist
worker on the West Bank.

“It’s ironic,” said another Southern
Baptist worker, “that Israel just cele-
brated Yom Kippur—the Day of
Atonement—and we serve a risen
Lord who already atoned for sin.”

ISRAEL CONFLICT An armed Israeli settler is prevented from entering Nablus by Israeli
soldiers after Palestinians set fire to Jewish holy books and ransacked Jospeh’s Tomb
earlier Oct. 7. Southern Baptist workers currently are safe but cautious amid the current
conflict. (Reuters/HNS photo)

Wwww.ministrypositions.

a website communication center for
churches seeking ministers and
ministers seeking a place to serve

Visit us at www.ministrypositions.com
800.417.2123 :

Fall revival: “Fishers of men”

One of the most exciting annual events on our
campus is the fall revival. We always have great
expectations that students who do not know the
Lord in a personal way will discover a loving Jesus.

About 60 percent of our students are not Chris-
tians when school begins each year. Most have had
little, if any, church attendance prior to coming to
Oneida Baptist Institute. Having so many spiritu-
ally lost students on our campus can create some
real challenges.

I have told many visitors and friends
about the difficulties and frustrations we
encounter trying to work with so many
spiritually lost students. Oneida has a

THIS IS
ONEIDA

getting the academic attention she desperately need-
ed. Her mother had tried to home school her, but
realized Sally needed more help than she could
provide. I see Sally nearly every morning at break-
fast in the dining hall. She usually has a smile and
seems to be liked by most of her peers. When the
progress reports came out recently, Sally was mak-
ing average grades in all of her classes.

“Brenda” came to us from Eastern Kentucky
during summer school as a middle school student.
She took enrichment classes in summer
school and did average work. Her test
scores indicated she was capable of do-
ing ninth grade work, but we knew she

long history of accepting boys and girls
who have had little or no religious train-
ing. We would love to see every lost
young person have a spiritual, life-
changing experience while here, but that
does not always happen. What we do
know is that every year many students
who enrolled with little or no concern
for their spiritual well being come face
to face with a loving Savior. During the
next few weeks I would like to tell you
about several students who made profes-
sions of faith during our fall revival. .
“Sally” enrolled this past August as a middle
school student from Illinois. She had been recom-
mended to OBI by a volunteer who works on our
campus once or twice a year. Sally went through a
period of homesickness, but did better than most
middle school students. We were told she was a
weak student when it came to her reading skills
and that she desperately needed to catch up with
the rest of the children her age. We were told she
was an “excellent child” and that she was “very
helpful around the house.” Sally was from a large
family and had been a model child except for not"

W.F. Underwood

still needed a lot of individual attention.
Brenda is like nearly half of the students
who enroll at OBI, in that she needed a
lot of help academically and was failing
many classes. We also were told that
Brenda did not communicate well with
her peers, which caused a lot of prob-
lems, especially at school. Additionally,
she did not follow rules very well and
was not good in completing chores at
home. She was influenced easily by her
peers, and her peer group was not a good
influence on her.

Brenda’s biggest problem was academics. Her
report card before coming to OBI showed five Fs
and eight Ds. There were a few average and good
grades, and she passed the eighth grade. We gave
her the enrichment classes this summer to help pre-
pare her for ninth grade this fall. She still struggles
with English, but is doing OK in other classes. Her
goals in coming to OBI were to make good grades
and i improve self-esteem.

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida. Bapttst

A_Instttute, P.0. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972.; wwws- 1

neidaschool. org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool. org

After Army duty in Korea,
Charles Hanking attended church to
please his wife, Renee. The small
congregation in rural Barren Coun-
ty included an elderly woman who
usually testified and shouted after the
pastor preached.

“I thought that was humorous,
and I wanted the preacher to sit down
so she would get up,” Charles re-
called. “One Sunday she
testified and said, ‘I want
the Lord to take me home
some time when I’ ve just
given my testimony.’
Two weeks later she tes-
tified, sat down and died
right there in the church.
That got my attention, and
shortly afterward I was
converted.”

A new Christian at age
30, Hanking became in-
volved in Coral Hill Bap-
tist Church in “about ev-
ery job there was to do.”
He still seemed to have an unfilled
space in his life. While attending a
Mississippi church service he surren-
dered his life to ministry. He and
Renee moved to Clear Creek in
1985.

With many years of experience
in commercial and residential con-
struction and a former instructor of
construction trades at Glasgow Vo-
cational School, Hanking quick-
ly secured 3 campus, ‘Wworkship;. One
of his ﬁrst ‘tasks was remodelmg the

CLEAR CREEK {
CHRONICLE

Bill Whittaker

A graduate who stay'ed with us

two-room house where he still lives.
“I didn’t know when I came, it
would be to stay,” Charles stated. In
1989 he became physical plant di-
rector, responsible for building and
grounds maintenance, construction
and remodeling, student housing and
campus security.

In 1988 he became pastor of Jen-
son Baptist Church, about six miles

from Pineville.

Under Hanking’s di-
rection, the physical cam-
pus has been transformed.
New construction brought
us a child development
center, health services
center, classroom build-
ing, three townhouses, six
duplexes and a new en-
trance.

Major remodeling
projects included 18 stu-
dent cottages, Aldridge
Administration Building,
chapel, Asher Classroom

Building, Carolyn Brooks Memori-
al Library and Moore Hall exterior.
The largest project started May 8.
The $1.75 million total renovation
of historic Kelly Hall is expected to
take three years. When asked what
he looked forward to in the future,
Hanking responded, “Retirement!”
When he leaves Clear Creek it will
have been changed for the better.

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek BaptistiBible College, Piney
ville, KY 40977 -~
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Brotherhood lists
ministry leaders

ELIZABETHTOWN—Ken-
tucky Brotherhood leaders an-
nounced this year’s ministry leaders
for 17 catagories.

For more information about the
following ministries contact:

Baptist Builders John Edwards
in Flatwoods, (606) 836-6967.

Campers on Mission Ken and
Betty Curry in Brandenburg, (270)
422-3285.

Church renewal Carl Powell in
Richmond, (606) 623-2710.

Criminal justice David Parker in
Madisonville, (270) 821-2555.

Disaster relief Mike and Wanda
Klein in Lexington, (859) 272-2175.

Eastern Kentucky Sonrise Ken
and Walley Hinton in Maysville,
(606) 564-5939.

Equestrian Wilburn Bonta in
Greenburg, (270) 932-3194.

Experiencing God weekends
Frank and Lin Harris in Mayfield,
(270) 247-5303.

Family missions Beryl and Bar-
bara Satterly in Grayson, (606) 474-
1235

Kentucky Changers Russell
Cole in Louisville, (606) 964-0808.

Legacy Builders/Promise
Keepers Greg Burton in Lawrence-
burg, (502) 839-6966.

Missions education Randall
Rogers in Greensburg, (270) 932-
7267.

Prayer ministry Franklin
Meserve in Hawesville, (270) 927-
6642.

Professional Christian service
Morris Norfleet in Nancy, (606) 871-
7193.

Retirees On Mission Terry Shin-
kle in Burlington, (606) 586-6388.

Sports missions Jamey Epperson
in Nancy, (606) 636-6959.

Volunteers in Missions Carl Pow-
ell in Richmond, (606) 623-2710.

HODGENVILLE—A hands-on
lesson about missions can make an
immediate impact. Just ask a woman
whose last name is Miracle and a
homeless shelter director who has a
new hot water heater.

Leslie Miracle and other leaders at
Calvary Hill Baptist Church in Stan-
ford took 15 children to the Kentucky
Brotherhood annual meeting, Oct. 6-7
in Elizabethtown.

Organizers for the annual meeting
scheduled time to participate in area
mission projects, and Miracle said her
team’s project has made a long-lasting
impression.

The youth, in first through sixth
grades, worked at Manna House, a
homeless shelter in Hodgenville oper-
ated by Frankie Miller.

The house, supported by area
churches, was launched in January and
accommodates 30 people, Miller said.

Volunteers swept the building, -

which originally was a grocery store,
helped stock shelves with donated food
and cleaned the grounds, Miracle said.

“I think this was the first mission
trip that they have been able to do,” she

S i

Volunteers help homeless shelter get in hot water

MISSION MOMENTS M Left: Frankie Miller (center) talks about the work of Manna House

with velunteers during Kentucky Brotherhood’s annual meeting. M Right: Volunteers
help clean up the grounds outside Manna House in Hodgenville.

-

said, noting that the overnight format
was an ideal first step to teach about
missions work outside one’s church or
neighborhood.

“They learned more in that couple
of hours about what missions is really
about than sitting a whole year in a
classroom and studying out of a book,”
Miracle said.

The youngsters worked diligently,
she said, but their impact didn’t stop
after they left.

A church leader told the volunteers

that the shelter was in need of a hot
water heater, which she estimated
would cost $250.

The youth went to church Oct. 8 and
asked members of Calvary Hill Bap-
tist to take up a special offering for
Manna House.

Church members collected $270 for
the Hodgenville ministry, Miracle said.

She said she expects to double par-
ticipation at next year’s Brotherhood
meeting. “I know we’re marking our
calendar.”

BROTHERHOOD MEETING
From top left: @ Bobby
Bush (right), a member of -
Cecilia Baptist Church in
Elizabethtown, and 0.A.
Collins, of Unity Baptist
Church in Ashland, cook
potatoes in a disaster relief
unit for training and the
meeting’s noon meal.

W Ben Hawkins, of
Erlanger, presents the
speech that won him the
Young Statesman Award.
B The Messengers of
Lynch provide music.

M Former Son Team

- members Jonathan Clark

(left) and Brian Finch
present a skit.

B Volunteers from Calvary
Hill Baptist Church in
Stanford stock shelves at a
local homeless shelter. For
a free videotape featuring
more information about
Kentucky Brotherhood, call
(502) 244-6489 or toll-free
in Kentucky (888) 254-
5720.
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania and
New England:

M Unity among the
members of Trinity
Baptist Church in
Bitburg/Metterich,
Germany.

M The annual meeting of
the European Baptist
Convention this month.

B Emirates Baptist
Church International in
Dubai, United Arab
Emirates. Pastor Charles
Stavanger and his wife,
Sandy recently moved to
Dubai from Norway.

M The Pogoro people of
Tanzania. “Culture,
traditions and social
structure pose a
formidable barrier for
sharing and acceptance
of the gospel,” write
missionaries Dan and
Pam Johnson.

M The need for an
African-American church
planter in Boston.

14

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B ASHLAND—TFirst Church will host
revival services Oct. 22-25. Speakers
will be Dale Holloway and Keith
Longbotham. For information, call
(859) 324-3100. Quentin Lockwood
is interim pastor.
B BURLINGTON—Burlington
Church called Jim Casson as minister
of music and religious education. Ter-
ry Wilder is pastor.
B CLOVERPORT—Cloverport
Church will host homecoming servic-
es Oct. 29 at 10:50 a.m. The speaker
will be former pastor Truman
Johnson. Lunch and music will fol-
low. For information, call (270) 788-
6650. Dave Renfroe is pastor.
B COVINGTON—Ashland Avenue
Church will host Carole Gaddis in
concert Oct. 27 at 7 p.m. For informa-
tion, call (859) 431-1624 or 344-9904.
William Class is pastor.

Edwin Kirkpatrick resigned as
pastor of Madison Avenue Church.
B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont
Church will host revival services Oct.
20-22 at 7 p.m. nightly and 11 a.m. on
Oct. 22. David Livingston will be the
evangelist. James Ward is pastor.

Cloverleaf Church will host The
Galloways, in concert Oct. 22 at 7 p.m.
For information, call (502) 367-0218.
Geoffrey Lacefield is pastor.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE: New 1999 Dodge 15-
passenger shuttle vans, center aisle,
raised roof, easy-access lowered step-
well, rear heat and AC. $590/month,
60-month lease with 15 percent resid-
ual subject to credit approval. Call
American Bus & Accessories Inc.,
(800) 582-7118.

FREE: Eighteen olive green choir
robes. Some white/gold collars. Mixed
sizes for men and women. Call (502)
695-4068. :

HELP: Church planter looking for
affordable housing options in the Lex-
ington area. If you can help, please call
Kevin at (859) 289-5658.

SEEKING: Anchor Church, locat-
ed in Erlanger (Northern), Ky., is in
need of a youth minister. This is cur-
rently a part-time position (20-25
hours/week) with considerable poten-
tial with the right leadership. Send re-
sumé to: Anchor Church, PO Box
18195, Erlanger, KY 41018; e-mail to:
Anchorchurch@anchorchurch.net; or
fax to: (859) 727-4329.

SEEKING: Central Baptist
Church, Corbin, Ky., is seeking a full-
time minister of education. Candidates
are expected to have an undergraduate
or seminary degree in religious educa-
tion or related field. Prior experience
is required—full-time or part-time ex-
perience is acceptable. Compensation
package includes full benefits. Please
send resumé to: Personnel Committee,
Central Baptist Church, 201 W 4th St.,
Corbin, K 40701.

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist
Church of Cadiz is seeking a full-time
minister of music and youth. Send re-
sumé to: M/Y Search Committee, East

- Cadiz Baptist Church, 407 Third St.,

Cadiz, KY 42211. .
SEEKING: Hillsdale Baptist

Church in Ohio seeks part-time youth

pastor. Send resumé to: hbc@bright. net.
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Mountains to the Misissippi

Gethsemane Church will host revival
services Oct. 22. Tony Wright will be
the evangelist. For information, call
(502) 969-3191. Robert Wright is
pastor.

Ormsby Heights Church will host
“Once Upon a Tour” with Bob Smi-
ley and Riley Armstrong, Oct. 25 at 6
p.m. For information, call (502)447-
6867. Rick Bowden is pastor.

Turlington, 81, dies

RALEIGH, N.C.—Henry Turl-
ington, an emeritus Southern Bap-
tist missionary and former Kentucky
pastor, died Oct. 4. He was 81.

Born in Gainesville, Fla., Turl-
ington and his wife, Helen, were ap-
pointed by the then Foreign Mission
Board as missionaries to China in
1946.

Turlington and his wife served in
Iran, India, West Germany and the
Philippines before retiring in 1985.

Turlington served as pastor of-

two churchesin Kentucky: Ballards-
ville Baptist Church in Crestwood,
1941 to 1944; and Audubon Baptist
Church in Louisville, 1945 until his
missionary appointment in 1996.

Survivers include his wife and
four children.-

SEEKING: Organist for east-end
(Louisville) church. Two Sunday
morning services. Blended service.
May also play keyboard for worship
team occasionally. Contact: Gary Vidi-
to, West Broadway Baptist Church,
(502) 499-1920.

SEEKING: New pastor seeks to
build staff for a dynamic church with
great potential for growth in immedi-
ate future. The church is located in
West St. Louis County, overlooking
Highway 44 at Eureka, Mo. We have
just called a new pastor and are now
seeking full- or part-time staff to de-
velop and direct the youth and music
ministries of the church. Need a strong
worship leader who can lead a blended
style service and someone who loves
youth to help reach youth in one of the
largest school districts in Missouri.
Send resumé to: Search Committee,

Central Baptist Church, PO Box 66,

Eureka, MO 63025, Attn: Doug Bell.

SEEKING: The Divinity School
of Duke University seeks a director of
Baptist House of Studies. The director
will have unique opportunities for in-
teraction with students, churches and
faculty, and will be responsible for var-
ious teaching and administrative duties.
The successful candidate will exhibit
significant strengths in and a firm com-
mitment to the church, to teaching and
to service in the world. He or she also
must exhibit significant involvement
with Baptist life. The rank and salary
for this appointment will be set accord-
ing to qualifications and experience of
the candidate. Review of applications
will begin Oct. 15, 2000, and will con-
tinue until the search has been complet-
ed. Nominations and applications
should be sent to Ms. Dana Hall, Box
90968, Duke University, Durham, NC
27708-0968. Duke University is an
equal opportunity employer.

‘LIFE-GIVING EXERCISE’ Kentucky
Baptists’ “Operation Cooperation”
blood drives, part of the state con-
vention’s 75th anniversary cele-
bration of the Cooperative Program,
have collected more than 3,000
units of blood at nearly 80 sites
throughout the state. M Above:
Gov. Paul Patton donated blood last
week as part of Operation Coop-
eration. M Right: KBC President
Terry Wilder (left) presents Gov.
Patton an Operation Cooperation T-
shirt. Terry said the statewide need
for blood donors and Baptists’
response indicate “it was God’s
timing for us to do this.”

SEEKING: Main Street Baptist
Church in Alexandria, Ky., is current-
ly accepting resumés for a full-time
senior pastor. Main Street Baptist is a
progressive Southern Baptist church
located in the Northern Kentucky area.
The ideal candidate to fill our senior
pastor position will be highly motivat-
ed, spiritually driven and have a mas-
ter’s degree from an accredited semi-
nary. This candidate will be selected
to lead this rapidly growing church
which is involved in a very agressinve
building program. All interested par-
ties should send resumés with cover
letters by Nov. 15, 2000, to: Main
Street Baptist Church, 306 West Main
St., Alexandria, KY 41001, Attn: Pas-
tor Search Committee.

SEEKING: Immediate opening
available for a bivocational music min-
ister. If you would like to apply, please
send a letter and/or resumé to the fol-
lowing address: Beaver Lick Baptist
Church, 11460 US 42, Union, KY
41091, Attn: Music Minister Position.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three
part-time positions: children’s minis-
ter, youth minister and organist. Send
resumé to church in care of Personnel
Committee. -

SEEKING: Associate pastor of
discipleship and ministry. Strong
teaching and organizational ability
needed. Work with Sunday school, dis-
cipleship training and purpose-driven
class courses. Natural church develop-
ment emphasis focusing on spiritual
gifts identification, training and min-
istry. This is a full-time opportunity in
a growing church and community.
Please send resumé to: Personnel Com-
mittee, Beacon Hill Baptist Church,
274 Old Monticello Road, Somerset,
KY 42503.

AL

SEEKING: Is God calling you into
full-time youth and music ministry? Is
God calling you to another place of
service? Growing church in Dry Ridge,
Kly., is seeking God’s will in filling this
ministerial position. Please send your
resumé to: Dry Ridge Baptist Church,
PO Box 14, Dry Ridge, KY 41035, or
phone (859) 824-5501.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of
Franklin, Ky., is seeking a full-time
staff position for minister of education/
administration. Interested candidates
send resumé to: First Baptist Church,
303 East Cedar St., Franklin, KY
42134, Attn: Search Committee.

SEEKING: Part-time music direc-
tor and part-time youth director. Please
forward resumé or letter of interest to
the attention of Jerry Gifford at Calva-
ry Baptist Church, 3011 Elrod Road,
Bowling Green, KY 42104. For more
information, call (270) 842-5554.

SEEKING: Burgin Baptist Church
is currently seeking applications for
pastor. Burgin is a Central Kentucky
town approximately 30 miles south of
Lexington near Harrodsburg, Her-
rington Lake and Danville. Burgin
Baptist Church is mission-minded, has
a strong youth program, approximate-
ly 170 in Sunday school, and more than
100 years of history in the communi-
ty. Prayerfully submit resumés to:
Search Committee, Burgin Baptist
Church, PO Box 266, Burgin, KY
40310.

SERVICES: Use the power of the
Internet in your minister search. On
ministrypositions.com churches can
post job openings or search for candi-
dates online. Ministerial candidates can
post resumés-and search job openings.
An easy-to-use, confidential service to
help ministers and churches connect.
Visit www.ministrypositions.com or
call (800) 417-2123.



WWJD’s developer none the rlcher for phenomenon

By David Gibson
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Given
the level of God-talk in the current
presidential campaign, perhaps it was
inevitable that someone would turn
“WWID,” that ubiquitous Christian
acronym and marketing tool, into a
political slogan.

And sure enough, that came to pass
when Al Gore, the Democratic presi-
dential nominee and born-again Bap-
tist, started telling interviewers that
before making important decisions he
always asks himself, “What Would
Jesus Do?” WWID, in the popular
shorthand.

The sentiment is no doubt a noble
one. But at this point in the WWID
craze, the more appropriate question
might be, “What Would Janie Do?”

Janie, in this case, being Janie Tin-
klenberg, the youth pastor who a de-
cade ago started the WWJD phenome-
non—and, unwittingly, a national fash-
ion trend—when she came up with
colorful “WWIJD” woven bracelets for
the teens in her church group in Hol-
land, Mich.

The wristlets were inspired by Tin-
klenberg’s rediscovery of a century-old
Christian novel, “In His Steps,” about
a pastor who shakes up his congrega-
tion by pledging to ask himself, “What
would Jesus do?” in weighing any ac-
tion, large or small.

The idea behind the wristlets was
to give the teens a physical reminder
to view all their actions in the light of
their faith. But it was also purposeful-
ly.cryptic to encourage other people to
ask the Christian teens what it meant
without making teens feel preachy.

Most of all, the wrist bands looked
really cool.

So cool, in fact, that the WWID
logo swept the country and spawned
a mega-bucks industry with apparel
spinoffs that include baseball caps and
glittery jewelry, as well as books, CDs,
calendars, T-shirts and a WWJD “ador-
able collector teddy bear” for $8.95
plus shipping and handling.

There’s even a WWID board game
that the manufacturer says “encourag-
es group discussion by providing ques-
tions and answers to 600 moral and
ethical dilemmas. Be the first to col-
lect W, W, J and D and you win the
game!”

Today, WWID is as much icon as
mantra- Athletes wear it and claim a
divine assist to their game. Golfer
Payne Stewart, who was killed last year
in a plane crash, is memorialized on

Dr. Laura uses Jewish holiday

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. (RNS)—
TV and radio talk show host Laura
Schlessinger issued a print-
ed apology last week to gays
and lesbians, asking for for-
-giveness if her on-air com-
ments have offended the
homosexual community.

“I deeply regret the hurt
this situation has caused the
gay and lesbian community,
wrote Schlessinger, host of
Paramount Television’s new
syndicated “Dr. Laura” talk
show, in a four-paragraph letter cover-

Schlessinger

WHAT WOULD JANIE DO? Jewelry products bearing the WWJD—“What would Jesus
do?"—logo are profitable items across the country, but not for Janie Tinklenberg, the
youth pastor who came up with the idea of making WWJD bracelets to remind teenagers

about Christian principles. (RNS Photo)

the cover of a new book wearing his
WWID wristlet.

But WWID is also a money ma-
chine that has reaped untold millions
in profits for various entrepreneurs,
many of them professed Christians.

“A lot of people made a ton of mon-
ey,” Tinklenberg said.

And Janie Tinklenberg?

“Not a dime,” said the youth pas-
tor, who is now at a Lutheran church
in the small Ohio town of Gahanna.
(Yes, it is from the Hebrew word for
hell). “It all went to distributors and
marketers.”

Part of the reason is that Tinklen-
berg practiced what she preached. She
did what she thought Jesus would do
when she was faced with dozens of
businesses that aggressively challenged
her trademark application six years
ago: She let them fight it out while she
sat on the sidelines.

“My whole issue was one of integ-
rity,” she said. The only way to enforce

ing the back page of Daily Variety, an
entertainment trade newspaper.

The ad by Schlessinger,
who is Jewish, was pub-
lished Oct. 11, two days af-
ter Yom Kippur, Judaism’s
holy day of atonement.

Some homosexual activ-
ist groups have persuaded
some advertisers to stay
away from Schlessinger’s
show because she has de-
scribed homosexuality with
words including “deviant”
and “biological errors” on her separate-

her claim, she said, would have been
to spend “hundreds of thousands of
dollars on lawyers and litigating. That
wasn’t me.”

This summer, Tinklenberg won a
victory of sorts when the U.S. Patent
& Trademark Office awarded her the
trademark to WWID. But financially
it was a hollow victory because the
government also ruled that the logo has
been so popular for so long that it con-
stitutes part of the “public domain,”
meaning anyone who wants to market
WWID products can do so without
paying her royalties.

By the same token, Tinklenberg
could also market WWIJD stuff, but she
would have to compete in an already
overcrowded marketplace.

Thus, the marketing rush will con-
tinue, and Tinklenberg will remain a
youth pastor.

Perhaps more unsettling, Tinklen-
berg said, are the irreligious riffs on her
idea, such as the snide take-off popu-

lar among Southern California adoles-
cents, “We Want Jack Daniels.” Or the
profane, “What Would Judas Do?” Or
the parody, an advice column called
“What Would Journey Do?” featuring
answers based on lyrics of the ’80s rock
group.

Not surprisingly, others market-
ers—and religions—also took notice.

There is the “WWBD” book, for
“What Would Buddha Do? 101 An-
swers to Life’s Daily Problems.” And
some supporters of Joseph Lieberman,
the Democratic vice presidential nom-
inee, have been spotted wearing
WWID buttons for “What Would Joe
Do?” Whether the motive is religious
or political is open to interpretation.

Tinklenberg does admit to being a
bit discomfited by all the np-offs

“It’s not just a big smiley face,” she
said of the WWIJD message. “It’s more
than winning votes or winning games.
It’s a serious thing.”

She adds: “I thmk if you're going
to put it out there, you:better be seri-
ous about it. I don’t carg if you are an
athlete, a businessman or a politician.

.. People will be watching you.”

A final irony in this story is that
Tinklenberg has suffered the same fate
as her predecessor in the WWID phe-
nomenon, Charles Sheldon.

It was Sheldon who in 1896 wrote
“In His Steps,” about the fictional pas-
tor who popularizes the “What would
Jesus do?” message. Sheldon couldn’t

.find a publisher, so he wound up con-

vincing a local newspaper to serialize
the novel. That meant the text was au-
tomatically in the public domain.

Hence, there is no copyright, and
Sheldon’s heirs haven’t earned any
money from it, even as publishing
houses today are cranking out new edi-
tions of Sheldon’s newly popular book.
“His grandson told me the bracelets
and the book took the same path,” Tin-
klenberg said with a laugh.

Tinklenberg voices no rancor over
how things turned out, and said she
harbors no resentment toward the
WWID industry.

Part of her equanimity, she said,
derives from her belief ‘that the true
WWID spirit will win out.

“It will stay in the church and leave
the marketplace,” she said. The reason:
“It is only in the context of ministry
that it has meaning.

“The only thing that makes WWJD
have any integrity is that you have to
be a student of Scripture if you want to
know what Jesus would do,” she add-
ed. “For me the proof is in the pud-

“ding, in the actual living.”

to apologize to homosexuals

ly run, national radio call-in show.

“I have iold parents consistently that
all people are made in the image of
(God) and that familial love is more
important than any differences between
them,” wrote Schlessinger. “While 1
express my opinions from the perspec-
tive of an Orthodox Jew and a staunch
defender of the traditional family, in
talking about gays and lesbians, some
of my words have been poorly chosen.
Many people perceive them as hate
speech. This fact has been personally
and professionally devastating to me as
well as to many others.”

While the Gay and Lesbian Alli-
ance Against Defamation dismissed
Schlessinger’s apology as too little, too
late, Rabbi Denise Eger, of the predom-
inantly gay and lesbian Congregation
Kol Ami in West Hollywood, Calif.,
described her contrition as a first step.

Schlessinger’s apology comes after
Southern Baptist Convention messen-
gers voted in June to affirm her “cou-
rageous stand” against homosexuality.
In an Aug. 17 letter, SBC President
James Merritt expressed “deepest ap-
preciation” for her opposition to homo-
sexuality.
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Part of the reason
Janie Tinklenberg
never earned a
dime from WWJD
products is
because she
practiced what she
preached. She did
what she thought
Jesus would do.
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