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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

0, little town 
Bethlehem's 
mostly Muslim 
shepherds not 
seeking manger 
By Tobin Perry 
SBC International Mission Board 

BETHLEHEM, Israel (BP)­
Hussein El Abed leans against a 
stone wall on the side of a narrow 
dirt road. The sun is just beginning 
to set. He waits. 

Unlike Christians around the 
world, this 54-year-old Palestinian 
shepherd in Bethlehem isn't waiting 
for Christmas Eve to begin. When 
the sun sets, Hussein and more than 
1.2 billion fellow Muslims world­
wide will sit down to a meal that 
breaks their sunrise-to-sunset Ra­
madan fast. 

As evening approaches, not a sin­
gle star will be visible in the mostly 
cloudy sky, certainly not like the one 
.that guided the shepherds 2,000 years 
ago. But would-be wise men can fol­
low a modem-day light source-car 
lights-to Manger Square, the tradi­
tional site for Jesus' birth. 

Each year, nearly 15,000 tour­
ists-equal to almost a third of Be­
thlehem's population-flood the 
small, not-as-sleepy-as-one-might­
expect West Bank town to celebrate 
Christmas. 

But most of the Christians mak­
ing their way to Manger Square will 
come from somewhere besides Be­
thlehem. In recent years, Muslims 
have become the majority in this 
small town known worldwide as the 
birthplace of Christianity, 

Southern Baptist representatives 
throughout the Middle East are 
□ See Bethlehem shepherds ... , page 6 

KEEPING WATCH Shepherds like Achmud Hammeeda are less common today than 
they were at the time of Jesus' birth. Like most shepherds in Bethlehem, Hammeeda 
keeps his flock as a part-time job. And unlike the shepherds of Jesus' time, the Muslim 
Hammeeda won't be visiting the manger this Christmas. (BP photo by Grace Robinette) 

Can three generations coexist in one church? 
By Brenda Smith 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

LOUISVILLE-When Pastor Bob 
arrives at his church office on Monday 
morning, he is greeted by 
a handful of messages. 

"Your sermon empha­
sis on evangelism must 
have really motivated ev­
eryone," his assistant says 
with a smile. "You already 
have three messages this 
morning." 

gled through a painful divorce and 
knows many of her friends face simi­
lar challenges. 

Justin, a member of the college and 
career cell group, e-mailed Pastor Bob 

to say he already was or­
ganizing a group to return 
to Bosnia, where he had 
spent the previous summer 
rebuilding homes. 

"These ideas are all 
great," the pastor thinks. 
''But how do I get every­
one on the same page?" 

• Ed, chairman of the 
deacons and member of 
the senior citizens minis­
try, called early and sug­
gested the church's com­
mittee on committees ap­
point a special group to 
organize a revival. 

Issues every church 
should address 

Bob and his congrega­
tion are facing a challenge 
many churches face today: 
three distinct adult gener­
ations, each with different 
approaches to ministry and 
different ways of commu-

Susan, a working single mother of 
two, faxed in her suggestion for a di­
vorce recovery group. She had strug~ 

nicating. 
''We have not had this many gener­

ations living and functioning in a cul­
ture at one time, and the number of 

active members in each generation is 
so large," said Karl Babb, leader of a 
Kentucky Baptist Convention team 
studying intergenerational issues. 

The team is one of five "cluster 
groups" studying major issues facing 
churches in the 21st century. The pur­
pose of Babb's group is to help Ken­
tucky Baptist churches get a handle on 
the challenges, opportunities and needs 
presented by the interaction of three 
distinct generations. 

Babb said his group found that the 
three generations most active in church 
life-Builders, Boomers and Bust­
ers-all were shaped by different his­
torical events and social influences. As 
a result, each generation approaches 
ministry in dffferent, though equally 
valid ways. 

Builders, those born between 1930 
and 1945, were shaped by the Great 
Depression, World War II and the In­
dustrial Revolution. As a result, they 
□ See KBC team examines ... , page 3 

Experts: 'Tis 
the season for 
holiday blues 
By Kathi Wolfe 
Religion News Service 

PITTSBURGH (RNS)-Do you 
greet the holiday season with "Bah 
humbug!"ratherthan "Ho! Ho! Ho!T 
Would you be thrilled if the Grinch did 
steal Christmas? 

If you answered yes to either of 
these questions, don't worry. You're 
not deranged, malevolent or uncaring. 
You have the "Christmas blues." 

Every year, between Thanksgiving 
and New Year's, when life becomes a 
whirl of parties, family get-togethers 
and gift-giving, some people suffer 
from the "holiday blues;• -say pastors 
and experts on popular culture. 

Jonathan Himmelhoch, professor of 
psychiatry at the University of Pitts­
burgh School of Medicine and an ex­
pert on the "holiday blues," says such 
blues are not a mental illness but "a 
normal reaction some people have to 
the holiday season with all _of its social 
and moral complexity, with all its so­
cial and family interactions and de­
mands." 

The psychological data on the 
Christmas blues is contrary to what 
many people believe, according to 
William Nye, director of community 
services of Blanton Peale Institute, a 
pastoral counseling training center in 
New York. 

"Christmas isn't the peak time for 
suicide," he said. "Suicide peaks in the 
spring." 

Why do people get the holiday 
blues? 

Experts cite a number of factors, 
ranging from the commercialism and 
hype that permeate the holiday season 
to the breakup of the traditional fami­
ly. 

"If you live alone and don't like it, 
you might get the blues," Nye said. 
''People with health or financial con­
cerns might get the blues." 

Perhaps the most common reason 
people experience the blues "is that 
Christmas touches our most idealized 
men:iories of our childhood. People feel 
blue because of the loss of that time in 
their lives ... over losing the ability to 
enter innocently into the joy of the sea­
son," Nye said. 

Christmas often is a time of unmet 
expectations, said David Larson, pres­
ident of the National Institute for 
Healthcare Research in Rockville, Md., 
and an expert on the relationship of 
spirituality and mental health. 

"You have high expectations. But, 
then ... the parties you thought would 
be great aren't great. You see all these 
ads on TV for toys, but you can't get 
your kids everything they want. At 
Christmas dinner, Mom gets drunk 
again, a family argument erupts, the car 
breaks down or somebody has the flu. 
You get the blues." 

Christmas often is a downer for 
Gen-Xers, the generation born between 
1965 and 1980, said Andrew Rudd, 
assistant professor of communication 
□ See Experts: People can ... , page 6 



BAPTISTS 
BAPTIST DIGEST Korean partnership sparks 2, 754 conversions 
■ College students 

from around the country 
donated $3.4 million to 

mission activities 
through their Baptist 

campus ministries 
during the 1999-2000 

school year. The money 
the students raise is sent 
to their state convention 

collegiate ministry 
offices to fund mission 

programs in their states, 
the nation and 

worldwide. 

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)- A total 
of2,754 people professed faith in Jesus 
Christ during a recent partnership evan­
gelism project involving Baptists from 
the United States and South Korea. 

W.H. "Dub" Jackson, who helps 
organize partnership evangelism 
projects for the Southern Baptist Inter­
national Mission Board, led a team of 
121 Southern Baptists from the Unit­
ed States to South Korea. The volun­
teers paired with Korean Christians to 
host 37 evangelistic campaigns in lo­
cal churches. 

"The experience is better in every 
way than any of us could have ever 
hoped for," said Alan Tungett, an em­
ployee of Life Way Christian Resourc­
es who led one team. "There are very 
few things in my Christian life that can 
compare with what our team has expe­
rienced over the last few days." 

Paul Dowdy, a volunteer from 
McKinney, Texas, led a team with Kim 

Jo Mo, pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 
Churc.h in Suwon City, Korea. 
Dowdy's team witnessed in apart­
ments, public schools, a university and 
a Samsung Electronics building. 

Kim's church averaged about 30 
people in attendance before the evan­
gelistic emphasis. Fifteen new mem­
bers joined the church during the cru­
sade and contacts were made with 20 
other new believers. 

Each of the volunteers teams con­
ducted home visits during the days and 
held evangelistic services in the eve­
nings. 

The number of new Christians is 
significant for Baptist leaders in South 
Korea, who said they had been con­
cerned about a lack of growth in their 
convention. They contacted Jackson 
last year to request volunteers for the 
nationwide campaign, which officials 
hoped would jumpstart new growth. 

After the trip, one volunteer shared 

how a young man had taken an Amer­
ican team member to visit his parents, 
and saw both of them accept Christ. 
Another team member told about sev­
en junior high girls who prayed to ac­
cept Christ after meeting one of the 
American teenagers. 

"We heard many wonderful testi­
monies of how God had worked dur­
ing the crusades," said Dennis Broth­
erton, a Southern Baptist international 
missionary in Korea. "We give God the 
glory for all that He did during these 
wonderful meetings." 

Jackson already is beginning to plan 
for a number of evangelism projects in 
Hong Kong, scheduled to take place 
July 18-31, 2001. Hong Kong Baptists 
have requested 20 teams to help 290 
churches. 

For more information, contact Jack­
son by phone at (915) 698-8480; fax, 
(915) 698-4000 or e-mail, whdub 
jackson@compuserve.com. 

■ Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary 

awarded degrees to 97 
graduates during 
commencement 

services Dec. 15. The 
program was held in 

Alumni Chapel on the 
seminary campus in 

Louisville. 

Smaller churches gain capital fund-raising resource 

ii1tr tm~if ~r~ .•·•··· 

NASHVILLE (BP)- Capital 
fund-raising help for smaller church­
es is available from LifeWay Chris­
tian Resources of the Southern Bap­
tist Convention. 

"Bridge to Tomorrow" is designed 
for churches averaging 125 people or 
fewer in Sunday school or worship at­
tendance. 

"Thousands of evangelical church­
es are growing beyond their physical 
plant capacity, and many other new 
congregations are ready to build for 
the first time," said Gary Aylor, direc­
tor ofLifeWay's church stewardship 
services department. "They have a 
real need to construct or remodel to 
realize their mission goals, yet they 
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need a resource they can conduct on 
their own. 

"In most cases, for churches of this 
size," he added, "outside assistance is 
either too costly or is impractical be­
cause of the ch1,1rch's location." 

Developed as a CD-ROM, Bridge 
to Tomorrow offers step-by-step in­
structions for conducting a capital 
fund-raising program, allowing users 
to review program steps prior to im­
plementation. The program includes a 
multimedia presentation that introduc­
es the user to the process, a campaign 
plan, communications helps and spe­
cially designed Sunday school lessons 
to use during the communication phase 
of the campaign. 

Aylor said even without prior capi­
tal fund-raising experience, "church 
staff and lay leaders can carry out a 
program with confidence because the 
programmed instruction has been test­
ed and proven successful." 

Aylor said the campaign is based on 
a biblical foundation, with each prin­
ciple supported by a corresponding 
model in Scripture. 

"Virtually every member of the 
church family is allowed to become a 
vital part of the church's desire to ful­
fill its ministry vision," he added. 

Bridge to Tomorrow is available by 
calling (615) 251-2802. Introductory 
information may be viewed at www. 
lifeway.com/stewardship/twb. 
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Baptist leaders 
seek interracial 
cooperation 

WAKE FOREST, N.C. 
(BP)-Paige Patterson, former 
president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, and William Shaw, 
president of the National Baptist 
Convention, recently joined hands 
on the campus of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, 
symbolizing the desire of conven­
tion leaders to work together to 
spread the gospel. 

Shaw was elected president of 
the predominantly African-Amer­
ican National Baptist Convention 
in September 1999. He was ac­
companied to Southeastern by 
eight National Baptist pastors. 
• "This is the first time, as far as 

I know, that the president of the 
National Baptist Convention ever 
appeared on campus here," said 
Patterson, Southeastern president. 
"It is deliberately an effort on Dr. 
Shaw's part, and on my part, to 
set forward the task of interracial 
cooperation and bringing an end, 
if we possibly can, to the racism 
in this country." 

Southern Baptist messengers 
adopted a resolution in 1995 ask­
ing forgiveness from African­
Americans for racism. Messen­
gers pledged to "commit our­
selves to eradicate racism in all its 

• forms from Southern Baptist life 
and ministry." 

Patterson said that while noth­
ing official has been planned, the 
two groups have talked openly to­
gether in hopes ·of working toward 
cooperation. 
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KENTUCKY 
Unity, organization among factors for Graham crusade I 
By David Winfrey 
News Director 

LOUISVILLE- Unity and organi­
zational skills were among the factors 
cited for Billy Graham's accepting an 
invitation to lead a crusade in Louis­
ville next year, a spokesman said. 

Officials announced last week that 
Graham, who turned 82 in November, 
will speak June 21-24 at Papa John's 
Cardinal Stadium. 

"Louisville has long desired a cru­
sade, and the churches there have been 
working toward unity," said A. Larry 
Ross, spokesman for Billy Graham. 
''This has been a longstanding invita­
tion with correspondence going back 
to 1973." 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic As­
sociation does not plan its events in 
isolation, but only responds to the in­
vitation of local churches, Ross noted. 

Even then, he added, Graham and 
others are looking for evidence that 
area churches are united in their effort 
to create an evangelistic event that will 
include all segments of the communi­
ty. "It's really the churches that own 
the crusade." 

Racial and spiritual unity was a 
major theme earlier this year when 
Tony Evans preached at a three-day 
crusade June 19-21 at Louisville ' s 
Freedom Hall. 

Dan Garland, leader of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's evange­
lism growth team, said that helped 
show Graham officials that Louisville 
could host a Graham event. 

"At the end of the Tony Evans cru­
sade we asked for Franklin Graham 
(to lead a Louisville crusade), never 
dreaming we could get Billy Graham," 
Garland said. 

Because of health concerns for Gra­
ham, who has Parkinson's disease, the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association 
now schedules crusades with less lead 
time than in the past, Ross added. 

"Louisville seemed to be the one 
(location) ·most at the point where the 
preparations could be completed for a 
June crusade," he said. 

Officials had held off planning Gra­
ham's 2001 schedule until after the 
November crusade in Jacksonville. 

Graham has responded weII to a 
medical procedure this past summer at 
the Mayo Clinic, Ross added. 

In Jacksonville, "he had the energy 
and strength of five to 10 years ago 
when he preached his sermons," Ross 
said Monday. "I was just with him yes­
terday and he looks better than he even 
did in Jacksonville." 

Approximately 242,000 people at­
tended the Jacksonville event. 

A formal announcement of the Lou­
isville crusade is scheduled for Jan. 16. 
Al Mohler, president of Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary, will serve 
as chairman of the Louisville crusade's 
executive committee. The Billy Gra­
ham Evangelistic Association will an­
nounce in the ensuring weeks and 
month·s the speakers and recording art­
ists who will participate in the crusade. 

''There are few events that can come 
to a city that will have the kind of sig-

nificance and profile as a Billy Graham 
crusade," Mohler said. Frequently asked questions 

Local officials are hoping for about 
200,000 people to attend the four-day 
crusade, he added. "We look forward 
with expectation to what God is going 
to do during those very critical days." 

How do churches participate in a Billy Graham crus_ade? 
In addition to prayerc1J1dinvlting friends andJamily'1~1tl1~ 

, event, there are thre_e ptjiprrion volunteer opportu~itie~: \, .... . _. • 
I Counselors help inquirers arthe meetings; singersare'.ni~dedf 

for the volunteer choir; and'several hundred ushers are . ;, . • • ' ' 
required for each service. Officials wfll announce·next rribnth 

This will be the second Graham cru­
sade in Louisville. The first was Sept. 
30-Oct. 28, 1956. That month-long 
event drew a total attendance of 
492,740 with 6,870 spiritual decisions, 
Ross said. 

Nell Bruce, prayer consultant for 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, said 
she looks forward to helping coordi­
nate an area-wide prayer emphasis in 
preparation for the crusade. 

"To be able to pray across denomi­
national lines and racial lines and look 
to Jesus is absolutely wonderful," she 
said. "Many people have prayed over 
the years that Louisville will be a place 
that radiates the presence of God." 

Bruce, who was prayer coordinator 
for the recent Tony Evans Crusade in 
Louisville, said one goal of the prayer 
emphasis is to "puII together an on­
going Louisville prayer group that will 
meet several times a year." 

Citing Graham's declining health in 
recent years, Bruce said, ''This man of ,. 
God is corning to the end of the road. 
These days of opportunity that God is 
giving us in these closing years are 
very,, very important. I look with an­
ticipation to this being one of his great-
est crusades; at this point in life you 
give it all you've got." 
With additional reporting by Baptist Press 

how to contact the Louisville planning office~ " ' 
How is the administration of a crusade organized? 
The actual administration is in the hands of a local 

executive committee of Christian laity and clergy. Members of 
the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association work closelywith 
the executive committee, giving it the benefit of their 
experience. This ex99µtiy~committee is the policy-maklQ{i 
body for the enUre;crus~de. _ It s_elects the chair and rr,erril1~ts: 
of the general Qrtlsade ~orrimittee and lead~rs oftheyv 
committees and subcommittees for the ,cn.isade. z . ,;,,;, 

How is the money.~ised to meet budget reqJi~;m!~•r• 
The largest single source of crusade income is the: \' '." 

offerings taken at the meetings. Usually, about halfofthe ... 
budgeted amount will be received from offering$, while the 
other half usually comes from individuals and organizations 
supportive of the crusade. 

What tiappen~ to .the thousands who respond at BjHy ,, 
Graham crusades?,. '"'"' ,-%, . • . .. ,t . • (", C ,,,, 

A study completeg.;Jn1J~88 .. ,involvep 15~000)nte, 
with BGEA inquirer~/ QX~(-~;80-y~~~periog. Findiqg 
thisresearch· were:publish~/in:a·book, ,~Bi.I~,.G~ah~ 
Conversions Last?/:•by Robert Ferm. That research indrca 
that 70-80 percent ofinquirers remain steadfast in their 
decision to follow Christ Also, approximately one out of every 
100 of those converted in a.BGEA crusade has entered the 
Christian ministry in some way. • 

KBC team examines intergenerational issues McKinley names committee chairmen 
Continued from page 1 
tend to be fiscally and socially conser­
vative. They dislike borrowing money 
and place a great deal of trust in insti­
tutions and tradition. Builders are com­
fortable working through the channels 
and planning carefully. 

Their offspring, the Boomer gener­

and children, Bridgers already are add­
ing another dynamic to the mix, Babb 
said. While Bridgers for the most part 
have not assumed leadership in the 
church, churches should prepare for the 
time when they will. 

While the.differences in adult gen­
erations can be a rich resource for 

churches, they more often 
are the source of conflict 
and competition. These 
generations can clash over 
issues ranging from wor­
ship styles to decision­
making to missions giving. 

ation born between 1946 
and 1964, have a radically 
different perspective of the 
world. This generation that 
came of age during the so­
cial and political upheaval 
of the 1960s- including 
Watergate, the civil rights 
and women's movements, 
and the Vietnam War­
distrusts authority and in­
stitutions. Attaining per­
sonal happiness is of para­
mount importance to 
Boomers. They are inter­
ested in ministries that 

Issues every church 
should aodress 

The source of the con­
flict is not necessarily dif­
ferences in generational 
influences and mindsets; 
rather, the source of the 
conflict is stilted, broken 
communication. 

"We've moved from a 

meet personal needs, such as issue­
based small groups. 

Busters, those born between 1965 
and 1983, were shaped by such events 
as the collapse of the Berlin Wall and 
the collapse of their own families . 
Nearly one-third of all Busters were 
raised in single parent homes. Busters, 
like their Boomer parents, don't trust 
institutions and therefore demand in­
tegrity in organized religion. They seek 
faith families whose words are backed 
by deeds, and they are most attracted 
to social welfare outreach and hands­
on mission projects. 

Hard on the heels of the Busters are 
the· Bridgers born between 1977 and 
1994. Though most are still teenagers 

one-room school house to 
being segmented by age," Babb ex­
plained. Specialized ministries are 
good at meeting needs in an age-ap­
propriate fashion, but at the cost of in­
tergenerational isolation. 

"If families were more intact, _this 
wouldn't be a big thing," said Babb, 
"but the family is so shattered that it 
just accentuates the differences." 

The key to overcoming the conflict 
lies in helping generations bridge the 
gaps and value diversity. Bringing the 
generations together might mean rein­
tegrating generations, but it also can 
mean simply fostering interaction be­
tween the groups. The process begins 
with intentionally finding ways to get 
people of different ages together. 

"Why don't your senior adults and 
day care get together?" Babb suggest­
ed. An increasingly mobile society 
means that grandparents and grandchil­
dren often are separated by several hun­
dred miles. Seniors can help mentor 
children and provide stability. 

At one church, senior adults want­
ed to learn how to use e-mail: so they 
partnered with a local elementary 
school. The technologically savvy ele­
mentary students tutored the adults, 
and the adults became advocates for the 
children rather than adversaries. 

"It doesn't solve the whole prob­
lem, but it bridges the gap with rela­
tionships," Babb added. 

After more than a year of study, 
prayer and field testing, the intergen­
erational cluster group is moving in 
several ways to help churches address 
intergenerational issues. 

The group is working to integrate 
an intergenerational component into all 
KBC training events, including Super 
Saturdays and the annual evangelism 
conference. Churches also wiII be en­
couraged to explore intergenerational 
issues with the help of a discussion 

• guide developed by the group. 
An intergenerational awareness 

packet and activity packet also is avail­
able to churches. The packets contain 
research on generational influences and 
differences, a scriptural basis for en­
gaging different generations and sug­
gestions for intergenerational activities. 

For inore information about inter­
generational issues, contact Karl Babb 
in the KBC family ministries depart­
ment at (502) 254-4719 or call toll-free 
in Kentucky (888) 254-5704. 

LOUISVILLE-Kentucky Baptist Convention President Jim 
McKinley has appointed chairmen to lead 16 standing 
committees of the Kentucky Baptist Convention.and KBC 
Executive Board for the coming year. 

Those appointed to chair KBC committees are: 
I Committee on Arrangements: Charles Midkiff, pastor of 

First Baptist Church of Greenville. 
I Committee on Committees: Mike Melloan, a member of 

Yellow Creek Baptist Church in Owensboro. 
I Committee on Constitution and Bylaws: Ted Sisk, retired 

pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington. 
I Committee on Credentials: Bill Tichenor, retired pastor of 

First Baptist Church of Princeton. 
I Committee on Nominations: Mark Galloway, pastor of First 

Baptist Church of Morganfield. 
I Committee on Order of Business: Herschel Morgan, pastor 

of Bethabara Baptist Church in Philpot. 
I Committee on Public Affairs: John Chowning, pastor of 

Saloma Baptist Church in Campbellsville. 
I Committee on Resolutions: Dennis Phelps, associate 

pastor of Severns Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 
Those appointed chairmen of Executive Board committees 

are: 
I Administrative Committee: Billy Compton, pastor of 

Severns Valley Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 
I Agencies and Institutions Committee: Travis Collins, pastor 

of First Baptist Church of Mt. Washington. 
I Business and Finance Committee: Bob Long, pastor of 

Walnut Street Baptist Church in Louisville. 
I Church Growth Committee: Craig Loscalzo, pastor of 

Immanuel Baptist Church in Lexington. 
I Evangelism Growth Committee: Steven Hill, pastor of 

Valley Creek Baptist Church in Elizabethtown. 
I Missions Growth Committee: Glenn Armstrong, pastor of 

Beaver Dam Baptist Church. 
I Leadership Development Committee: Bob Swift, pastor of 

First Baptist Church of Mayfield. ,.., 
I Nominating Committee: Ross Bauscher, pastor of 

Macedonia Baptist Church in Owensboro. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 19, 2000 3 



WESTERN RECORDER 

P.O. Box 43969 
Louisville, KY 40253 
(ISSN 0043-4132) 

TRENNIS HENDERSON 
Editor 

DAVID WINFREY 
News Director 

MAURI SMITH 
Marketing & Business • 

Manager 

Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Western Recorder is 
published weekly by Western 

Recorder Inc., an agency of 
the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253, except 

for one week in July and 
December. For general 

information, call (502) 244-
6470. Fax: (502) 244-647 4. 
Periodicals postage paid at 

Louisville, Ky. 

To subscribe: Send-$11.66 
for a one-year, individual 

subscription. Group 
subscriptions on the church 

budget plan are $9.25 per 
year. An additional church 

newsletter service is available 
for churches of all sizes. All 
subscriptions are payable in 

advance, except church 
accounts, which require a tax 

exemption number. 

POSTMASTER: Send address 
corrections to: Western 

Recorder, Box 43969, 
Louisville, KY 40253. 

To register change of address: 
Send the mailing label from 

page 1, along with your new 
address, to the subscription 
department at the Western 

Recorder address. 

To give news lips: Call (502) 
244-6471 , fax to (502) 244-

647 4 or write the editor or 
news director. 

God's great gift 
God's gift of His Son, Jesus the 

Christ, cannot be fully expressed in 
words. So the apostle Paul declares: 
"Thanks be unto God for His unspeak­
able gift" (2 Corinthians 9: 15). 

No language can give full expres­
sion to the incarnation of God in Jesus. 
It is a wonder beyond words. Indeed, 
the apostle had to coin a word for un­
speakable (anekdiegetoi). It may be 
translated in many ways but none of 
them can capture the full 
meaning of God's gracious 
gift. So let us give thanks 
for: 

I His indescribable gift. 
I His· inexpressible gift. 
I His unspeakable gift. 
I His unsearchable gift. 
I His inestimable gift. 
I His indefinable gift. 
I His incredible gift. 
I His incomprehensible gift. 
I His inconceivable gift. 
I The gift of Christ Himself (John 

3:16). 
We can do this by exe~cising the 

gifts God has given us in terms of 
prophecy, service, teaching, exhorta­
tion, generosity, leadership, acts of 
mercy, healers, helpers, administrators, 
evangelists, pastors and others. Every 
Christian has at least one grace gift of 
which he or she is a steward. 

Take the gift of teaching. In my 
hometown of cotton mills, there was a 
Sunday · school teacher. He was crip­
pled, had an eighth-grade education 
and stuttered when he talked. -Out of 
his class came 26 people who became 
ministers with college and seminary 
training. One of them was Wayne 
Oates, the internationally known schol­
ar and writer. Also hundreds of the 
teacher's students became leaders in 
various professional roles. 

When I asked this humble teacher 
how he did it, he replied: ''Well, I don't 
have much education; I can't talk very 
well; I'm not much to look at. I guess 
it's just because I gave God all I've 
got." 

God has given us all He's got for 

OPINION 
our redemption in Jesus the Christ. Out 
of hearts of gratitude, we exercise our 
grace gifts for His glory. 

Henlee Barnette 
Louisville 

Advent celebration 
Celebrating Advent offers us the 

opportunity to examine once again 
God's wondrous love as revealed in the 
birth, life and death of the Prince of 
Peace. 

God so loved the world 
He took on human form 
through His Son, Jesus, to 
show us via word and ex­
ample how to live and 
love. Jesus lived a sinless 
life, but loved sinful hu­
mankind so much He died 
a painful death to save us 
from our sins. But Jesus 
did not abandon us follow­

ing His resurrection and ascension into 
Heaven. 

God is still with us even 2,000 years 
after Jesus went to prepare an eternal 
home for us. With Jesus' ascension 
came God's return to earth by way of 
the Holy Spirit. God's infinite love­
Holy Spirit-descends on us like a 
hovering dove. Jesus came to earth to 
live among us and save us, then sent 
the Holy Spirit to live in us. 

The dove symbolizes the Holy Spir­
it who descended upon Jesus at His 
baptism. Today the dove also is the 
emblem of peace. God in us- Holy 
Spirit-calls us to be peacemakers, 
children of God. With God, all things 
are possible, even peace on earth and 
human goodwill. 

If we would begin to wage peace at 
home and abroad, Christmas in the year 
2000 could be the best ever since 
Christ's birth. Only the Holy Spirit can 
lead us to the truth in all things. 

Paul Whiteley Sr. 
Louisville 

True Baptist unity 
I lost and Baptists won. As presi­

dent of Baptist "Bible Institute, I rec-

omrnended that the name be changed 
to Providence Baptist Theological 
Seminary. As independent Baptists 
the trustees voted to call it New Or­
leans Baptist Theological Seminary. 

Next step, I resigned to become 
CEO of the Southern Baptist Conven-• 
tion Executive Committee. Trustee 
P.I. Lipsey did not want me to go to 
Nashville. He argued, ''That job will 
make you just the kingpin of the con­
vention." 

As a former pastor of a Tennessee 
country church I understood that the 
kingpin of a wagon only holds all the 
parts together. It does not move it like 
the wheels or guide it like the wagon 
tongue. But the kingpin does keep the 
wagon bed, wheels and tongue from 
pulling apart. 

Fifty-five years ago I resigned the 
presidency in New Orleans to be a 
kingpin and work to hold the Baptist 
organization together. During World 
War II we had begun to scatter. Arkan­
sas Baptists were then doing what Tex­
as Baptists are now doing- going their 
independent way. No criticism; only 
pride in Baptist freedom! 

The kingpin is not pope. The pope 
defines the outer edges of the Catholic 
Church by decreeing who is not a Cath­
olic. The Baptist way is more difficult 
but works better. 

Forget the edges. Raise a Christ­
honoring standard to march behind. Let 
the edges be ragged with some people 
who really do not fit- maybe a few 
Arminian Methodists or Calvinistic 
Presbyterians. 

Back then Missions Secretary Ther­
on Rankin proposed the standard to 
pick up the tempo of our marching to­
gether- "Advance Program of World 
Missions." 

No one criticized the dissidents or 
tinkered with the organization. Each 
church, association, state convention 
and agency independently tried to get 
in step. We marched together under our 
Lord's Great Commission. The orga­
nization was not just healed; it was 
strengthened for God's glory. 

Duke McCall 
Jupiter, Fla. 

To submit a letter: Letters on 
any subject will be considered 
for publication, provided they 
do not make a personal attack 
on anyone. Letters are limited 

Experience the blessing of giving cial giving this Christmas season is the 
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions. I was remind­
ed again about how important this of­
fering is when at the conclusion of the 
December Executive. Board meeting, 
Kentucky Baptist Convnention Presi­
dent Jim McKinley shared briefly 
about his family's first Christmas in 
Bangladesh. It was a real challenge to 
be able to celebrate in a Muslim cul­
ture, but that Christmas proved to be 
one of their most meaningful. Jim re­
quested prayer for international Chris­
tians who will celebrate Christmas with 
few expressions but with much love 
and hope. 
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"It is more blessed to give than to 
receive" (Acts /0:35). 

Christmas is a time for giving and 
receiving. God has given us so much 
in His Son, Jesus Christ, and we have 
received so much from 
those who have served be­
fore us .. In all that we do we 
stand on the foundation of 
their faithfulness and ser­
vice. 

There are many oppor­
tunities to give during the 
Christmas season. Already 
this year, a friend of mine 
called to share the need of 
another friend in the Louis- Bill Mackey 
ville area; our executive of-
fice staff has conti1med .a tradition of 
providing gifts through an Angel Tree 
program; and I have become aware of 
many community projects· worthy of 
support. The season also· is an excel­
lent time to support our fine Kentucky 
Baptist institutions. 

I'm also aware that there are so 
many little things that can be done 
for neighbors and friends who have 
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needs. For some, we just need to give 
the gift of time and a word of encour­
agement. 

As I think of examples of wonder­
ful Christmas giving, I am reminded 

of a businessman in Eastern 
Kentucky who had grown 
up very poor in Paducah. 
Each Christmas he chal­
lenged a local merchant to 
match his purchase of toys 
for 100 children who would 
be disappointed otherwise. 

I also think of a fellow 
convention staff minister in 
South Carolina who has 
two adopted children. His 
daughter is a diabetic and 

needs a kidney transplant. She went 
on the Internet to seek contact with her 
unknown mother. A few weeks ago 
she heard from her biological mother 
who is willing to be her donor. For a 
daughter who has had many struggles, 
this is a wonderful _ gift in so many 
ways. 

One of the ways in which we all 
have an opportunity to be a part of spe-

A pastor from Logan County shared 
with me how blessed his congregation 
has been because they have exceeded 
their goal for the Lottie Moon Christ­
mas Offering. The congregation also 
gives more than 15 percent to.the Co­
operative Program. 

When we have been so blessed by 
others, we know that we must learn the 
joy of giving. 

Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Con11ention 

Look for ways to 
include Christ in 
Christmas plans 
By Doug Strader 

Each year on Christmas Day 
the Louisville Courier-Journal 

runs a car­
toon that the 
late cartoon­
ist Hugh 

-

Haynie drew 
I 

several years 
ago. Itdepi~ts 
a person sit­
ting in a pen­
sive mood 

with presents all around, an·d the 
image of Jesus over the entire car­
toon. The person asks himself, 
"Did I leave anybody out?" 

We are making plans to cele- -
brate Christmas again in a few 
days. Most of us who are affluent 
are busy buying gifts for family 
and friends. While there is noth­
ing wrong in doing that, maybe 
we should ask ourselves if we 
have left anyone out, especially 
Jesus! • 

In the days left until Christmas, 
why not add to your own Christ­
mas traditions by doing some spec 
cial things for other people? Con­
sider the following ideas that 
might be helpful to you and-your 
family as you celebrate the birth 
of Jesus: 

I Give a generous offering to 
your church for the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for Interna­
tional Missions. If you have chil­
dren, let them participate by giv­
ing their own money. 

I Find a family that is in need 
of food, clothing, medical atten­
tion and toys for the children and 
help that family. 

I Participate as a family in your 
church's Christmas celebrations. 

I Help someone who does not 
drive by taking him or her to do 
Christmas shopping. 

I Find individuals who cannot 
wrap their gifts and wrap their 
gifts for them. 

I Take some homemade cook­
ies, breads or candies to shut-ins, 
widows and widowers. 

I Find a family that has no one 
with whom to celebrate Christmas 
and invite them to your family 
Christmas celebration. 

I Visit people in the hospital 
and nursing homes and share 
some cookies, candy or breads. 

I Take your family and sing 
Christmas carols to some shut-ins. 

I have not attempted to be all­
inclusive in this list, but perhaps 
it will inspire you to find some 
way to help make Christmas more 
meaningful to those who need it 
the most. Please remember in the 
midst of all your spending, not to 
forget the One who is the reason 
for the season. This could be some 
of the best stewardship of our 
God-given resources. 

Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky-Baptist Convention's steward­
ship department 
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Holiday dither: Haw do couples 
decide which relatives ta visit? 
Q: My husband and I both want to celebrate Christmas with 
our parents and siblings. Since we can't be two places at 
the same time, how should we decide where to spend the 
holidays? 

The tree's decorated. Friends are invited tor a Christmas 
gathering. Cookies and cakes are baked. Now this troubling 
question pops up again. Who do we 
spend the holidays with? 

At first, it's tempting simply to take 
the easy route. For some couples, this 
might mean alternating Thanksgiving and 
Christmas celebrations with family 
members every other year. For other 
families, however, parents and siblings 
are out of town or spread over the 
country. For still others, family traditions 
and expectations make any changes difficult. 

Above all , Christmas is a celebration of the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ. What decision then honors Christ the 
most? Christ came and brought love, compassion and 
understanding to a torn world. In deciding where to spend 
Christmas, couples need to discuss what will bring that same 
harmony Christ wants tor us into the lives of family members. 

It may be that one spouse's family might need family 
support more in a particular year. Couples also might want to 
spend Christmas with each other and share other days in the 
holiday season with parents and siblings. Establishing new 
Christmas traditions otters the opportunity to bring newness 
and freshness to holiday celebrations. This sounds a lot like 
what Christ bought at Christmas-a new look at lite. 

Harmony and newness are gifts that spouses can give 
each other as they honestly discuss their hopes for the 
holiday season. The important thing is tor spouses to share 
feelings honestly and make a joint decision acceptable to 
both. Family Christmas celebrations can vary or stay the same 
from year to year. The important key for couples is to honor 
Christ and each other with a spirit of love and cooperation. 
Merry Christmas!-Suzanne Coyle 

Q:.What should we tell our three teenagers about their 
grandfather's illness? He has cancer and it does not look 
good for the long term. I hate to hurt them because they 
love him so much. They know he has been in the hospital, 
but they do not know that this is so serious. 

First discuss this with your father. He needs input into the 
decision. What does he know and how much does he want 
them to know? When does he want them to be told? 

Second, tell your children the truth as far as you know. Do 
not paint a false picture in order to build hope. Be honest, but 
not pessimistic. They need to know enough to adjust to the 
changes in his lifestyle. They do not need to know all that he 
knows, but they should not be left in the dark. 

Finally, be prepared to talk and answer their questions as 
much as possible. Listen to their emotional reaction. They 
might begin the anticipatory grief process. Let them adjust to 
the shock of this news and then talk again. Help them to talk 
about their feelings. Suggest that they talk with their 
grandfather about how special he is to them. Building 
memories can help them face his death whenever that comes. 

As they process their feelings, remind them to grieve as 
those who have hope. Talk about faith issues with them and 
answer their questions. They might wish to talk with your 
pastor or a counselor. Share your thoughts and feelings with 
them also.-Wade Rowatt 

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, associate director of 
Cornerstone Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and 
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade 
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center 
in Louisville; and James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send questions/or Family Forum to 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us 
at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
The presence of Christ is best present of all 

Barbie dolls, razor scooters, DVD players, ties, jew­
elry, fondue pots. Whether you' re watching TV com­
mercials, listening to radio spots or· scanning the latest 
sale bill, it's clear that corporate America has one defi­
nition of Christmas- a season to sell presents, presents 
and more presents. 

While the spirit of giving is a wonderful part of the 
holiday tradition, gift buying and giving can consume 

2,000 years later, we enthusiastically affirm, "Joy to the 
world! The Lord is come." 

Christmas joy is based on the birth of the Savior who 
came to rescue His people from their sins. Do you know 
someone who needs to receive the gift of spiritual joy 
this Christmas? There' s no better time to share the mes­
sage of Christian joy than during the celebration of the 
Messiah ' s miraculous arrival among mankind. 

so much time, money and energy that the 
greater meaning of Christmas gets carelessly 
shoved aside. 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 

Coupled with the gift of joy is the gift of 
hope-not some wishful-thinking type of 
hope but the kind of certain, confident hope 
the apostle Paul described as "Christ in you, 
the hope of glory." Such hope is reflected in 
the angel's announcement: "Unto you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord." 

Most church services this time of year seek 
to emphasize the importance of focusing on 
Christ instead of commercialism; the manger 
rather than the mall. Christmas pageants, car­
oling, food baskets for the needy, financial 
gifts to support international missions and oth­
er ministry opportunities gently remind us 
what the spirit of Christmas giving truly 
means. 

EDITOR 

The life-changing hope that accompanied 
Christ's mission on earth is expressed in the 
classic Christmas carol that declares: "O little 
town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
. . . The hopes and fears of all the years are Yet for many of our friends, neighbors and 

co-workers, the Christmas season is nothing 
more than festive decorations, exchanging 

Trennis Henderson met in thee tonight." In a _world filled with 
hopelessness, the hope available through the 

presence of Christ is a priceless gift. gifts, attending countless parties and getting a few days 
off from work or school. 

Christians easily can fall into the same hectic rou­
tine, scurrying from one activity to the next with little 
thought about the eternal significance of the celebration 
of Christ's birth. 

Perhaps, even in the midst of another non-stop Christ­
mas season, we should pause long enough to reflect on 
the wondrous message of that first Christmas day. It is a 
vivid reminder that the holiday season is not about 
Christmas presents, but the presence of Christ. 

Along with joy and hope, the presence of Christ also 
provides the present of peace. "Glory to God in the high­
est, and on earth peace, good will toward men," the 
heavenly host proclaimed. In the midst of cultural cha­
os and complacency, Jesus offers "peace that passes 
understanding" that can radically transform individual 
lives. 

Yes, Jesus did bring a number of presents with Him 
wh~ He was born in Bethlehem, but not the kind of 
presents we lavishly wrap and stack beneath a tree. 

Christ' s presents of joy, hope and peace are wrapped 
by His Father in the precious package of love. "For God 
so loved the world that He gave ... "is the source of our 
Christmas celebrations throughout history. 

There' s nothing wrong with the holiday traditions of 
Christmas decorations, gift-giving and parties galore. 
But as you exchange gifts and greetings with family and 
friends, don't forget to include a generous supply of joy, 
hope, peace and love-timeless Christmas presents that 
truly reflect the presence of Christ. 

The first present produced by Christ' s presence was 
the gift of joy. "Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people," the 
heavenly messenger announced in Luke 2:10. Some 

Denominations: What does the future hold? 
By Eldred Taylor 

"So every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God" (Romans) 4:12). 

What is a denomination? To de­
nominate is to identify who one is and 
what one believes as distinguished 
from others. 

Five Baptist distinc­
tives set us apart from 
those who believe differ­
ently: the authority of 
Scripture, congregational 
government, baptism by 
immersion of believers 
only, separation of 
church and state and the 
sufficiency of the indi­
vidual to come to God through Christ. 
Other religious groups may believe 
some of these five things but not all 
five together. Only Baptists believe all 
five of these distinctives. 

Under God we are to identify who 
we are and what we believe. Thus, we 
are driven by the Great Commission 
to take the gospel to the whole world. 
Only then will we be prepared to give 
an account of ourselves to God. 

Driven by the Great Commission 
and standing firm in our distinctive 
beliefs, Baptists became a qenomina­
tion in the last millennium. Realizing 
that people who were distinctively 

alike could work together to better ac­
complish God's kingdom work, Bap­
tists banded together in associations 
and later into conventions. These or­
ganizations were for the purpose of fel­
lowship, mutual encouragement and 
cooperatively advancing the cause of 
Christ. Because of the strength gainyd 

in this unity, the denomi­
nation came to mean 
much, especially in the 
20th century. 

As we enter a new 
millennium, "the times 
are a-changing." Many 
"boomers" and "busters" 
are not very interested in 
denominations. They of­
ten are not particularly 

interested in doctrines. Unfortunately 
this hinders their knowing who they are 
and what they believe. 

On the positive side, the boomers 
and busters are interested in ministry 
to themselves and others. Thus, the lo­
cal church and its ministry are very 
important to them. They want a hands­
on part in the church's ministry. 

From the beginning of Baptist or­
ganization and denominational life the 
authority for what was done rested in 
the churches. The authority flowed up 
from the churches to the denomination­
al leadership. Only in recent years have 
we seen attempts to turn the direction 

around to make it flow from the top 
down to the churches. This trend must 
stop or we will become a hierarchy 
with the authority coming down from 
the top instead of a democracy with the 
authority rising from the churches, each 
of which is autonomous. 

So what is the role of the denomi­
nation in the new millennium? From 
the New Testament I discover that 
Jesus Christ established the church and 
promised that it would stand until His 
return. Therefore, I want my service to 
God channeled through my church, 
which will last. 

Nothing is said in the New Testa­
ment about associations, conventions 
or denominations. Although important 
and helpful, these are of human origin 
while the church is of divine origin. 
Therefore, the denomination must as­
sume a servant role, receiving authori­
ty only from the churches, and in turn, 
serving only to help the churches do 
their ministry. 

To do effective ministry and make 
the denomination an effective channel, 
churches must not neglect to teach our 
Baptist distinctives so we know who 
we are and what we believe. Then de­
nominations can be effective channels 
to help churches carry out the Great 
Commission. 
Eldred Taylor, retired executive director 
of the Kentucky Baptist Homes for Chil­
dren, is parliamentarian of the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ DECEMBER 19, 2000 5 



CHRISTMAS 
Experts: People can take steps 
to lessen the Christmas blues 

Bethlehem shepherds no longer visit manger 
Continued from page 1 
arts at Malone College in Canton, Ohio. 

"We want Christmas to help us find continuity and 
reconciliation," he said. "We want to celebrate traditions and 
our values with our families." 

It's hard for Gen-Xers to find continuity at Christmas, said 
Rudd, who at 30 calls himself a Gen-Xer. "Many Xers' parents 
were divorced when they were growing up. Holiday traditions 
and reunions are disrupted by the presence of step-siblings 
and stepparents." 

Does faith-or questioning one's faith-play a role in the 
Christmas blues? 

"I doubt if faith is a factor," Nye said. "I don't find that 
people have the same doubts about Christmas that they do 
about Easter." 

Sharon Solt Joseph, pastor of the Church of the Manger 
United Church of Christ in Bethlehem, Pa., has a different 
perspective. 

"Some people have a hard time when they hear Christmas 
stories that tell about angels and a virgin birth. If they don't 
believe these stories, they begin to question everything they 
believe, including the existence of God." 

This cuts them off from their faith, she said, "the thing that 
could comfort them" if they are blue at Christmas. 

Christmas can be "especially difficult" for people who have 
been recently widowed, added Cheryl Perry, a developer of 
the "Whole People of God" church materials and curriculum 
distributed by Logos Publications and Wood Lake Books. 

"Christmas comes at the darkest time of the year. Some 
churches hold 'blue Christmas' or 'the longest night' worship 
services on Dec. 21, the day of the winter solstice." At these 
services, candles are lit and prayers are said to comfort the 
bereaved and to remember loved ones who have died. 

People with the Christmas blues should take heart, the 
experts said. "The demands of the season will end," 
Himmelhoch said. "Spring will come. You'll get over the 
blues." 

Nye, however, cautioned that people should talk to their 
pastor or a mental health professional if they are depressed 
and should seek help if they have two or more symptoms of 
depression such as loss of appetite, sleeplessness, loss of 
weight or loss of energy. 

People can lessen the impact of the holiday blues, Larson 
said. "Set limits on your time and on your budget. For 
instance, send holiday cards out after Christmas." 

And, Larson added, don't forget that even with the holiday 
blues, "For many, including myself, Christmas is the most 
wonderful time of th_e year. You just have to prepare for it." 

Continued from page 1 
earnestly trying to reach Palestinians 
like Hussein. 

"It's a God-sized task," said one 
Southern Baptist representative work­
ing with Palestinians in a country near 
Israel. The worker asked not to be 
identified because of he and his wife's 
Christian work in a sensitive region. 
"We have no idea how He will choose 
to work." 

One hope(ul sign rests in the leg­
endary hospitality of Palestinians. 

"The hospitality has always given 
me hope," his wife said. "Because if • 
they invite me into their homes, they 
might invite Christ into their hearts." 

Before recent Israeli-Palestinian 
conflicts escalated tensions, Christians 
and Muslims peacefully coexisted in 
the area for centuries. 

"We've lived together as neighbors 
for generations," said Achmud Ham­
meeda, a shepherd who lives in an 
area called Beth, Tamaar, just nine 
miles from Bethlehem. "We've lived 
together very peacefully." 

But for Hussein the more impor­
tant image of peace this Christmas Eve 
is between him and his sheep. Hus­
sein puts his fingers to his lips and 
makes a high-pitched sound. Like a 
heavenly Christmas choir, his sheep 
bleat a collective "baaaah." 

"See, I told you the sheep know my 
voice," Hussein said with a laugh. 

Not only do the sheep know the 
shepherd but the shepherd knows the 
sheep. Although he doesn't use hu­
man names, he does name them after 
prominent characteristics, such as 
"Black Face." In a way, Hussein sees 
them as part of his family. 

"We do much more to harm sheep 
than they harm us," Hussein noted. 

Unlike Christmas cards showing 
shepherds in fields, letting their sheep 
graze on rich, green pastures, Bethle­
hem's lack of water in recent times has 
reduced the landscape to rocks and 
dirt. 

Sometime around March, as grass 
starts reappearing, sheep (and all of the 
goats mysteriously left out of tradition­
al nativity sets) will reappear on the 
countryside. But until then, many of the 

27th Annual Living Nativity 
Glen's Creek Baptist Church 

December 21, 22 & 23 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Come to the Creek and experience the true 
meaning of Christmas. Your children will love 

it. Bigger and more beautiful than ever! 

Directions: 1urn onto .Elm Street from Main 
drive five miles-the church is on your left. 

Watch for the signs. 

"Celebrating 200 years" 1801-2001 
Mickey D. Hyder, pastor 
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sheep have to be content with a diet of 
barley feed in their pens. 

Today, few shepherds in the Mid­
dle East actually make their living ex­
clusively from shepherding. Hammee­
da feeds his 13 children by making 
bricks for the construction trade. 

His family, originally Bedouins, has 
raised sheep for generations. His father 
and several brothers all live within 
close proximity. Evenings, especially 
in the month of Ramadan, are spent on 
Hammeeda' s porch chatting about dai­
ly events and telling stories. 

For many Muslims, it's a time to 
get together with relatives and catch up 
on the year's activities. Spiritually, it's 
a time for prayer, reflection and gener­
osity, according to Muslim tradition. 

The month is concluded with an 
evening called the Night of Power, 
when Muslims believe they have di­
rect access to God as "the heavens open 
wide." 

Southern Baptists see the time as a 
crucial one to pray for Muslims and 
have for several years promoted 30 
days of prayer for Muslims during 
Ramadan. 

"Most people say they are closer to 
God during this time," Hammeeda 
said. "But I am not sure." 

More information about the Mus­
lim holy month of Ramadan is avail­
able at the Southern Baptist Interna­
tional Mission Board's Web site at 
www.imb.org/TConl ine/200012/ 
ramadan.htm. 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
"Raised Roof" Vans in Stock (No CDL) 

• Center Aisle 
♦ Low First Step 
♦ 2/1 Seating 
♦ Bucket Seats 
♦ More Headroom 
♦ 15-passengers 

f>) 
~ 2001 Models: $36,900 (New) 

;; 2000 Models: $35,000 (New) (800) 370-6180 
~ 

cf www.carpenterbus.com 

A planned gift 
. Are you being asked by your 

church to make a planned gift for the 
benefit of your church? If not, your 
church is missing one of the great­
est financial stewardship opportuni­
ties available. 

Examples of a planned gift in­
strument are: a bequest in your will 
or revocable living trust, a life insur­
ance policy, a charitable remainder 

church's facilities, mission projects, 
scholarships, special needs minis­
tries, music ministry, benevolence, 
etc. 

If you want to know more about 
how to make a planned gift for the 
benefit of your church and other 
Baptist causes, please contact Lau­
rie Valentine or me. Furthermore, if 
you want to know more about how 

trust, a charitable lead 
trust and a charitable gift 
annuity. 

If you are over the age 
of 60 there are planned 
gift options with attractive 
ways to ensure income to 
you and other family 
members during your and 
their lifetimes to generate 
tax advantages to you and 
to provide financial bene­
fits to your church and to 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

to incorporate planned 
giving into your church's 
stewardship program, 
please contact us. We are 
only a toll-free call away, 
and there is no cost to you 
or your church for our 
consulting services. In 
fact, you and your church 
already have paid for the 
services by your gifts 
through the Kentucky 
Baptist Convention. A 
portion of those gifts pro-the other Baptist causes Barry Allen 

that are near and dear to 
your heart. 

A planned gift is different from 
other gifts. While it often entails an 
immediate transfer of money or 
property, the recipient organization's 
benefit from it is most often deferred. 
The passage of time is your lifetime 
and the lifetimes of family members, 
if they are involved in the gift bene­
fits. 

A planned gift is over and above 
your regular tithe and offerings. It 
typically, but not always, is directed 
for some specific use, like your 

vides an operating subsi­
dy to the Kentucky Baptist Founda­
tion. 

Let me also remind you January 
is "Make Your Will" month. What 
a great opportunity for you to con­
sider a planned gift. What a great 
opportunity for your church to pro­
vide its members information about 
how to make a planned gift. 

Barry Allen is president of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Foundation, 10605 
Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 
40223; (888) 254-5701 



KENTUCKY 
Paducah couple to 
coordinate Europe 
partnership work 

KBC extends partnership with Poland 2 years 

Kenneth and Marianne Brown 
have been named the on-site co­
ordinators for Kentucky Baptists' 
next international missions part­
nership. 

Brown, 
pastor of 
Trinity Bap­
tist Church 
in Paducah, 
and his wife 
will help 
coordinate 
the work of • 
volunteers The Browns 
involved in 
the KBC's partnership with the 
European Baptist Convention. 
The partnership officially will be­
gin in January 2001. 

KBC partnership missions 
director Calvin Wilkins said the 
Browns' ministry experience will 
be a major asset in working with 
European Baptist pastors and 
churches. 

Brown has been pastor of 
Trinity Church since 1994. He 
previously was pastor of Good 
Hope Baptist Church in Hamp­
ton, West Paducah Baptist 
Church, Baptist Tabernacle in 
Paducah and First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Benton. He 
also has been involved in inter­
national mission projects in Bra­
zil, Haiti and Tanzania. 

Thanking God 
By Robert Dunston 

Yiah Ling Si, the daughter of 
Sui-Hai Si and Gaik-Eng Giam of 
Malaysia, wrote this week's Advent 
devotional on love and joy. 

Yiah Ling is a senior at Cumber­
land College with a major in psy­
chology and a minor in religion. 
She also competes on the Cumber­
land College tennis team. 

By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

Volunteers interested in taking part 
in the Kentucky Baptist Convention's 
mission partnership in Poland still 
have time. The KBC Executive Board 
voted last week to extend the partner­
ship with Polish Baptists by two years. 

The partnership, originally ap­
proved for three years, was scheduled 
to conclude at the end of 2001. At the 
request of Polish Baptist officials, state 
convention leaders voted Dec. 12 to 
continue the partnership through 
2003. 

In a letter to KBC partnership mis­
sions director Calvin Wilkins, Polish 
Baptist leaders Leszek Wakula and 
Andrzej Seweryn wrote, "We appre­
ciate the tremendous efforts of the 
Kentucky churches in supporting the 
work of the gospel in Poland." Waku­
la is general secretary of the Baptist 
Union of Poland and Seweryn is pres­
ident. 

"We believe that the relationships 
that have been established between us 
.. . are extremely valuable and we 
would like to see them develop fur­
ther," the letter added. "We are in a 
period of tremendous change and op­
portunity in Poland and we think that 
the stability of our partnership will put 
us in the best position to take advan­
tage of this for the gospel." 

Wilkins said more than 130 Ken­
tucky volunteers served in Poland this 
year. He said as many as 150 to 175 
workers will be needed in 2001. 

"There's a strong support among 

"Thank You for Your willing­
ness to be 'despised and rejected by 
men' (Isaiah 53:3), so that I might 
know the joy of being loved and 
accepted by God. 

''Thank You for enduring all for 
my sake. My joy was Your joy, be­
cause the Father's joy was Your 
own. You did not seek Your own 
pleasure in the midst of suffering, 

"Lord Jesus, thank 
You. Thank You for fac­
ing 'trials of many kinds' 
for my sake. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

but in them sought to 
please the Father in every 
way. 

"Lord, teach me to be 
thankful for the trials ·1 
face, for through them I 
find Your joy, 'mature 
and complete, not lack­
ing anything' (James 
1:4). 

''Thank You for suf­
fering the pain of separa­
tion from Your Father, so 
that I might know the joy 
of being reconciled to 
Him. 

"Thank You for en­
during death on the cross, 
so that I might know the joy of eter­
nal life. 

"Thank You for bearing the 
stripes of my wounds on Your back, 
so that I might know the joy of be­
ing healed. 

''Thank You for allowing Your­
self to be 'led like a lamb to the 
slaughter' (Isaiah 53:7) in taking the 
punishment for my sins, so that I 
might know the joy of forgiveness 
in a gracious God. 

"Thank You for enduring the 
honor of betrayal, so that I might 
know the joy of Your everlasting 
faithfulness. 

"'May He work in us 
what is pleasing to Him, 
through Jesus Christ, to 

whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen' (Hebrews 13:21)." 

All of us at Cumberland College 
wish you a blessed Christmas sea­
son as we celebrate God's great 
love for and gift to us. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Kentucky Baptists for what we 're do­
ing," Wilkins added. "We also are get­
ting word back from the churches in 
Poland about how much of an encour­
agement it has been for teams to come 
in and work with them." 

In addition to the partnership in 
Poland, Kentucky Baptists are in the 
second year of a three-year partner­
ship with Baptists in Tanzania. The 
KBC also will launch a three-year 
partnership with the European Baptist 
Convention next month. 

In other action, Executive Board 
members dedicated a new .prayer 
room in the Baptist Building and ap­
proved the distribution of year-end 
funds. 

Larry Martin, leader of the KBC 
missions growth team, said the prayer 
room will help highlight the conven­
tion's emphasis on pursuing authentic 
spirituality. 

"It is through prayer that God 
moves," Martin emphasized. "The 
challenge before us is so much bigger 
than we are. Our desire is that God 
moves in such a way that only He can 
get credit for it." 

Board members approved the dis­
tribution of more than $2.2 million in 
year-end funds. The total includes 
more than $1.67 million in Coopera­
tive Program challenge funds as well 
as state mission reserve funds, unused 
Executive Board funds and investment 
income. 

The KBC forwarded more than 
$590,000 in CP challenge funds to 
Southern Baptist Convention causes. 
Other recipients include KBC agencies 

The sting 
The e-mail, faxes and voice mail 

have been buzzing with news of all 
you are doing to make the holidays 
brighter for our children and fami­
lies. 

Some of our most generous 
Christmas sponsors are the smallest 
congregations in the common­
wealth, small in numbers but certain-
1 y not in heart. Pizza parties, Bibles, 

and institutions, new work and church 
growth projects, collegiate ministry, 
evangelism emphases and a $100,000 
allocation to assist renovation efforts 
at Cedarmore Baptist Assembly. 

The Executive Board's administra­
tive committee approved several per­
sonnel recommendations, including 
approving Michael Hendricks as the 
Baptist Building's new local area net­
work computer administrator. 

Hendricks, a member of High view 
Baptist Church in Louisville, current­
ly is a senior engineer at Micro Com­
puter Solutions. He will assist Troy 
Fulkerson, KBC director of informa­
tion services, in maintaining the Bap­
tist Building's computer network. 

In other actions, administrative 
committee members approved plans to 
reconfigure po~itions in campus min­
istry and church leadership. 

Mel Doughty, who has served 19 
years as a part-time campus minister 
in Western Kentucky, will become the 
West Kentucky collegiate ministry 
consultant, providing assistance to 
campus ministries throughout the west­
ern half of the state. 

Joseph Ball will become part-time 
campus minister at Hopkinsville Com­
munity College and a part-time cam­
pus minister's position also will be es­
tablished at Mid-Continent College. 

Chip Miller, who is retiring this 
month as KBC church leadership spe­
cialist, will continue to serve as a part­
time consultant in that are,:!. Addition­
al changes in that area will include hir­
ing a full-time secretary and a part-time 
preschool con~ultant. 

from those trained eyes, many are 
not. The result is, more of our kids 
wili be on campuses this Christmas 
rather than at a home with family or 
friends. That is why I am writing 
today. 

Please pray for these special kids. 
Even with the outpouring of gener­
osity, love and concern Kentucky 
Baptists have showered upon these 

altars filled with white­
wrapped gifts, Christmas 
pageants and concerts, 
cookies, candy, potlucks 
and those stockings and 
brightly-wrapped surpris­
es, you've given it all. 
Some of you have given 
our kids their first chance 
to sit on Santa's lap. Some 
of you will witness chil­
dren experiencing their 
first Christmas as believ­
ers. You've had a hand in 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

young ones, on Dec. 25 it 
will be them and their 
staff. All the special 
events, dinners, parties 
and planning won't take 
the sting out of being "in 
care" on Christmas Day. 

it all. You've done so Bil l Smithwick 

Pray for God's com­
fort and peace to be upon 
them and that He will en­
courage and empower 
those special staff mem­
bers who will be minister­
ing to them that day. Pray 
too for our foster families 
who strive so hard to much, but I have one 

more request. 
Because the needs of the kids 

have changed, fewer and fewer of 
them can spend holidays with their 
family or as a temporary guest of a 
generous family in the community. 
Our staff is required to complete 
hours of training, so are our foster 
parents and people who provide re­
spite care for foster parents. While 
we still have children and teenagers 
who are mature and healthy enough 
to handle a week or weekend away 

make the holidays bright for children 
who long for the families left behind, 
or the families that never existed in 
the first place. Pray for a healing 
balm this Christmas. 

Thank you for all you do. God 
bless and Merry Christmas. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www.iglou.com/kbhc/ 

"Our desire is that 
God moves in such 
a way that only He 
can get credit for 
it." 
Larry Martin, KBC 
missions growth team 
leader 

' 
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■ No room for manger in Lexington, Mass. 
The 70-year tradition of a Christmas creche 
on the public green in Lexington, Mass., 
must end in order to preserve the spot's 
.historic character, a federal judge ruled. 
U.S. District Jµdge Nancy Gertner up'held 
a local ordinance b~nning all displays, 
religious or otherwise, from the town green. 
The ordinance specifically bans the private 
placement of "unattended structures" on 
the green for more than eight hours. The 
Knights of Columbus sued on First 
Amendment grounds to get the ordinance 

• struck down and gain permission to erect 
the scene again this year. 

■ 'Jesus' visits Florida for Christmas. 
Postal workers in central Florida have an 
extra set of packages to deliver this holiday 
season: more than a half million copies of 
the "Jesus" video produced by Campus 
Crusade for Christ. In the largest single-city 
distribution thus far, Christtan leaders are 
supporting the delivery·of about 545,000 
copies of the video in the greater Orlando 
area. Paul Scroggins, executive director of 
Vision Orlando, a coalition of pastors and 
other ministry leaders, said the. project will 
cost $1.3 million!The money was raised by 
individuals and chutcties in the Orlando 
area. • 

■ Religious freedom issues spark concern. 
While the U.S. State Department has taken 
some steps to address the issue of 
religious freedo(ll worldwide., a recent 

Don't forget the gifts 

NATION 
NATIONAL NOTES 

report concluded that the government 
apparently has done little to integrate 
concern for religious freedom into U.S. 
foreign policy. The report by the U.S. 
Commission on International Religious 
Freedom criticized the State Department 
for failing to adjust U.S. policy toward ''a > 

number of countries where the conditions 
of religious freedom have deteriorated." 

■ Voucher case may reach Supreme Court. 
A taxpayer-funded school voucher 
program in Ohio has been struck down by 
the 6t~ U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals. Legal 
experts predict the Dec. 11 ruling could 
lead to U.S. Supreme Court consideration 
of, the issue. The appeals court decision 
upholds aDecember 1999 decision .. bY a 
feder~t dist.rict court judge who ruled that 
the program violated the separation of 
church and state. Barry Lynn, executive 
director of Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State, said U.S. 
Supreme Court involvement in the case 
would make it "the most important case 
about public schools and church-state 
separation in decades.'' • 

■ Religious leaders condemn racism!\:.' 
More than 30 leaders of faith-based 
organizations have endorsed a joint . 
staten:ient declaring racism to be "tlvW' and 
calling on people of faith to be proactive in 
its eradication. The one-page statement, 
endorsed by representatives of Christian, 
Jewish, Muslim, Native American and 

Hindu organizations, was released Dec. 13 
at a news conference at the Washington 
National Cathedral. Sanford Cloud, 
president of the National Conference for 
Community and Justice, said the 
statement's proposalsare "grounded in 
the concept that racism i,Sincompatible 
with God's intention for humanity." 

■ Church urged to ban same-sex unions. 
If the Presbyterian Church (USA) allows 
the blessing of same-sex unions, it will 
lead to the demise of the 2.5 million­
mmeber church, according to a network of 
37,000 Korean Presbyterians. In a Dec. 11 
letter, the National Korean Presbyterian 
Council pleaded with the denomination's 
regional presbyteries to ratify a ban on 
same-sex unions that was narrowly 
approved at the church's annual meeting 
in June. The letter emphasized there is "no 
doubt" that homosexual relationships are 
"incompatible with God's created order.'' 

■ Time names religious "innovators." 
Time magazine has named six 
"innovators'' in the world of religion and 
spirituality. The six include T.D. Jakes, 
pastor of the 26,000:mernber Potter's 
House in Dallas;Virgilio Elizondo, re~tor of 
the San Fernando Cathedral in San 
Antonio, Texas, who pioneered the belief 
that Jesus was of mixed racial heritage; 
Steve Waldham, a 38-year-old Internet 
entrepreneur who founded Beliefnet.com, 
the Web's hottest religious site; Byron 

Kate, a divorced grandmother who 
developed "The Work," a New Age-Zen 
Buddhist program to help people take 
responsibility for life's problems; Tariq 
Ramadan, a Geneva-based lecturer who 
says European Muslims need to develop 
an "independent Islam"; and Jan Willis; a 
professor of Buddhism at Wesleyan 
University. 

■ Singer dies after motorcycle crash. 
Kevin Mills, 32, a member of the Christian 
rock groups Newsboys and White Heart, 
died Dec. 3 after a motorcycle accidentin 
Hollywood. Mills, who was from Louisville, 
was a singer and bass player. The News­
boys have sold nearly 3 million records and 
earned three Grammy nominations. White 
Heart started in 1982. Newsboys, a band 
from Australia now based near Nashville, 
was formed four years later. 

■ Two Christian Web sites shut down. 
Gaylord Entertainment, a Nashville-based 
company, has announced it will close 
its Internet operations, including 
Musicforce.com and Lightsource.com,Jwo 
Christian Web sites. The company, whose 
holdings include the Grand Ole Opry, •••• 
announced D_ec. 5 it will no longerbe in the 
Internet business. It reported losses of $48 
million in the first three quarters of the 
fiscal year. Earlier this year, the company 
closed Z Music Television, its 24-hour cable 
channel that featured Christian music 
videos. 

Nebraska family at Clear Creek 
During this very special season, each of us must 

search our hearts and dig deeply into our spiritual 
resources to make sure we are presenting the prop­

erished living conditions, environments filled with 
• drug use and sexual abuse. Almost everywhere they 

tum, the world provides no sense of rescue. Where 
is the hope in these situations? It stems from a gift 
of hope that comes only through Jesus Christ. May 
God guide me in teaching the hope that comes from 
His Son! 

First-year student Richard Fain 
had an eventful trip when he and 
his family moved to campus from 
Nebraska, an 1,100 mile journey. 

"Amy was about six years of age 
and her friends talked about Bi­
ble school," Fain recalled. "Amy 
asked, 'Why can ' t we go?' I ta­
bled the idea for a few days but 
the question came back up again 
as we talked. 

er meaning of Christmas to others. 
We must not drift away from the true meaning 

of Christmas. The adage "actions speak louder than 
words" is certainly true with students. Words car­
ry a lot of weight, but actions speak volumes. Our 
students will listen to what we say, but they will 
long remember what we do. 

All of our faculty and staff work with 
young lives that are impressionable and 
are easily drawn to a commercial ap­
proach to the holidays. We have the op­
portunity to provide guidance and direc­
tion to our students. Many have never 
given much thought to the true meaning 
of Christmas. If you were to ask them 
what it means to them, they likely would 
give you a long list of things they would 
like to have under the tree on Christmas 
morning. 

Recently, one of my teachers put on 
paper some of his thoughts about the 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

"Where is the comfort? Peer pressure, popular­
ity, school life and a hoard of other influences af­
fect today's students. 'Where do I fit in?' 'Does 

he/she really love me?' 'When will grad­
uation ever come?' are all questions my 
students are confronted with on a regu-
lar basis . Amid such confusion and dis­
tress, where is the comfort for these 
young lives? It comes from the gift of 
comfort that is found only in Christ 
Jesus. May God give me strength in pro­
viding comfort for my students by show­
ing them Christ's abundant love. 

challenges facing him during this sea- W.F. Underwood 

"Where is the meaning? The world­
view of success is materialism. It is a 
vicious cycle of 'get more-want more,' 
and many young adults live by this code. 
They are left to find meaning in 'stuff.' 

son. I thought you would enjoy reading 
what he wrote, 

"It's Christmas! I know this because of the dec­
orations, hustle and bustle that fill (my) environ­
ment. I spend my days with students. I am a teach­
er. And if you know young people, nothing makes 
them more excited than the upcoming holidays.The 
holidays often bring thoughts, feelings and emo­
tions that need to be shared. And, while focusing 
on this most holy of seasons, I must ponder sever­
al questions: 

"Where is the hope? Young people seem to feel 
that we live in a time of utter hopelessness. Many 
of my students come from broken homes, impov-

. But is this to be the purpose of one's life? 
No! Where is the meaning that will shape my stu­
dents' futures? It comes from the gift of meaning 
that is freely given by God through the life of Jesus 
Christ. Please God, allow me to live each day in 
such a manner that I bring the meaning of Christ to 
every student I touch. 

"The most precious gift to give this season was 
purchased and paid for over 2,000 years ago on the 
hill of Calvary." 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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The second day out, going 
through St. Louis , the pickup 
truck broke a rear wheel stud. "It 
was amazing to see God's hand at 
work; folks were helpful and co­
operative," Fain said. 

"After chores one Saturday I 
announced, ' We're going to 
church tomorrow.' That was the 

"Although we were 
headed in the right di­
rection, I was a little dis­
couraged the next morn­
ing when we found an­
other loose lug. We got 
back on the road about 
noon and arrived _at 
Clear Creek about 2:30 
in the morning. I ex­
pected to find an empty 
campus but a gentleman 
was waiting for us. 
When I saw him I start­
ed crying." 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

beginning. About a 
month later my wife and 
I received the Lord in 
our home. We were 
baptized together," he 
recalled. 

Bill Whittaker 

The call to ministry 
came 10 years ago. "I 
drove a truck for 20 
years and many times 
on the road the Lord 
would tell me, 'I've got 
a job for you to do.' I 
saw it as a ministry to 
people on the road; let­
ting them know how I Richard and Linda 

Fain have a 25-year-old daughter, 
Amy, in Connecticut, and two 
children on campus, Abigail, 13, 
and Adam, 16. "They are doing 
really fine in school and adjusting 
well," Mrs. Fain said. "The Lord 
blessed us when I secured a job in 
the secretarial pool and Richard 
went to work on the mowing 
crew." 

The Bible promise, "a child 
shall lead them," was fulfilled in 
this couple coming to Christ. 

was changed," Fain explained. 
"Plenty of witness opportuni­

ties came as we drove from Ne­
braska; I talked with several driv­
ers on the CB. I believe God wants 
me to be a pastor, but I also want 
to minister to truckers. I know 
where they are hurting." 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 



The Message: The Old Testament 
Prophets in Contemporary Language. 
Eugene Peterson. Navpress, 2000. 585 
pages. $21. ♦♦♦♦ (out of five) 

Several years ago, Fred Craddock 
delivered two back-to-back lectures 
at Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Louisville titled, 
"When the Familiar Becomes 
Strange" and "When the Strange Be­
comes Familiar." 

The central theme of the presen­
tations was that Jesus of-

Catholics and Evangelicals: Do They 
Share a Common Future? Edited by 
Thomas Rausch. Pau/ist Press, 2000. 
178 pages. $12.95. ♦♦♦♦♦ 

Several years ago, several Catholic 
and evangelical scholars and leaders 
issued a document titled "Catholics and 
Evangelicals Together." Published first 
in Richard John Neuhaus' journal First 
Things, the essay summarized areas of 
agreement and divergence between 
evangelicals and Catholics. 

The notion that Catholics 
ten used stories and imag­
es common to the people 
of Palestine, but gave 
them a unique and unex-

THI, 01.D TESTA~{ Nl" 
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and evangelicals could share 
any areas of common faith 
and proclamation set off a 

tUl ;f.'"-,fh H. f.::::n:.~!::G~J. 

firestorm of protest within 
pected twist in order to 
grab their attention and 
trigger a fresh examina­
tion of their relationship 
with God. Craddock chal­
lenged preachers in his au­
dience to do similar work 

<;Jhe, ,, 
both communities. So in­
tense was the protest, that a 
couple of Southern Baptist 
signers were forced to dis­
tance themselves from the 
statement. 

.MBJH&( 
in their preaching. Then, like Jesus 
often did, Craddock encouraged 
preachers to help the unfamiliar God 
to become more comprehensible to 
the listener. 

In "The Message,'' Eugene Peter­
son works at both sides of that task 
of proclamation. By trying to cast 
the message of Scripture in the com­
mon language of the workaday 
world, he hopes to convince reli­
gious and secular people to read 
Scripture from a different perspec­
tive, thereby allowing the message 
to seep into the soul and enrich the 
reader's awareness of God's pres­
ence. Those who are familiar with 
the previous volumes of "The Mes­
sage" are aware of Peterson's vivid, 
often jarring presentation of the 
Word. 

"The Message" is a dynamic ren­
dering of scriptural texts: It is an ex­
cellent tool for devotions, introduc­
ing people to the gospel, etc. I would 
not recommend it as a primary study 
Bible. Jim Holladay 

Despite the resistance, 
the dialogue between evangelicals and 
Catholics has continued. This book is 
an attempt "to try to move the conver­
sation between Catholics and evangel­
icals forward." It uses three movements 
to develop the conversation: an explo­
ration of the history of relations be­
tween Catholics and evangelicals, an 
e·xarnination of the two major theolog­
ical issues that divide them- the doc­
trine of salvation and the nature of the 
church, and a review of the signs of 
hope for the future. 

At first blush, the book seems like 
an esoteric, academic exercise that 
bears little relevance to the ongoing life 
of the church. But there is some good 
stuff in its pages. Moving back and 
forth between Catholic and evangeli­
cal writers, the book will challenge 
those of us on the more evangelical side 
to examine more thoroughly our un­
derstanding and proclamation of the 
grace of God, to expand our th.inking 
on how that grace is experienced and 
to develop a fuller understanding of the 
church. Jim Holladay 

: I I 
The Best Christian Writing 2000. Ed­
ited by John Wilson. Harper San Fran­
cisco, 2000. 340 pages. $15. ♦♦♦♦ 

Diversity is an overused term in 

Learning While Leading: Increasing 
Effectiveness in Your Ministry. Anita 
Farber-Robertson. Alban Institute, 
2000. 153 pages. $15.95. ♦♦♦ 

these modern times and a misattrib- Anita Farber-Robertson's purpose 
uted term as well. While many cul- in writing this book is to challenge 
tural pundits attribute our new ministers to stop being involved in un­
American diversity to living in a productive behavior that causes them 
postmodern era, it actually stems to be ineffective in ministry. 
from our awakening to the fact that She makes an interesting case that 
we are, indeed, a multicultural soci- much of our unproductive behavior as 
ety. There is no such thing as a sin- leaders revolves around being trapped 
gle defining American ex- ,----- by abiding social values 
perience, other than the that set us up for failure. 
fact that we all, for better CHT! 1r

1 
B(ST Farber-Robertson identifies 

or worse, believe in Amer- W R ST!AN four social virtues that are 
ica. RJTJNG pivotal in our interaction 

In "The Best Christian $if; 2 0 0 0 with others: being helpful-
Writing 2000," one sees ;':'.:.: . . . , ly supportive; respecting 
that there is no defining .l <?L~N W ILSON people; being strong; and 
Christian experience as PHIUI' Y'\NCE.Y maintaining integrity. 
well, other than the fact The problem is how we 
that we all believe in ____ define these values. For ex-
Christ. ample, to be seen as help-

By collecting the essays of 27 fully supportive often means we offer 
Christian writers, editor John Wil- approval and praise while minimizing 
son shows just how diverse the body disapproval and blame, or we simply 
of Christ is. From a defense of stay- tell people what they want to hear. 
at-home moms by Bethany Patchin, Farber-Robertson says we must 
to a one-page cartoon and barbed change how we define these values. 
commentary titled "Conversations To be helpfully supportive she sug­
Overheard at an Amy Grant Con- gests a different definition than one 
cert" by Todd and Jeff Hafer, this is described above: help individuals be­
a book celebrating just how broad come aware of the reasoning process 
the spectrum is of the colors, ideas and become aware of gaps and incon­
and backgrounds of Christ's follow- sistencies. She offers alternative defi­
ers. Writers from Judaic, Catholic nitions for each of the social values. 
and Orthodox backgrounds show up Behind each of these new defini­
here, as well as those from more tions is the commitment to constant 
conservative and fundamentalist learning on the part of the leader. For 
backgrounds. most leaders this will mean radical 

For the most part, this is a col- personal transformation. 
lection of essays that might easily If you are wondering why your 
turn up in any of the myriad "The leadership continues to produce little 
Best" collections floating around effect, Farber-Robertson can guide 
today. While one or two essays lean you down a path of examining your 
a bit more toward pedantry than art, own behavioral patterns for the source 
overall it is a fascinating look at the of your ineffectivene·ss as a leader 
body of Christ somehow working rather than just complaining you do 
today despite its members' many not have good followers. Wayne 
differences. Victoria Moon Hager 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Victoria 
Moon, librarian for Deer 
Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them via e-mail 
at: jwhager@surry.net, 
docholladay@juno.com 
or sdmoon@gateway.net. 

Advent books offer readers a guide for focusing on meaning of Christmas 
By Nancy Haught 
Religion News Service 

WASHINGTON (RNS)-lt's hard to 
resist the countdown to Christmas, the one 
that calculates the waning weeks in 
"shopping days left" and measures 
progress by items crossed off a "to do" list. 

We sing of "peace on Earth" but grow 
increasingly anxious. Dec. 25 looms more 
as a deadline than a lifeline. 

Christians trying to stay focused on the 
meaning within the madness might be hard 
pressed to remember their faith, let alone 
hold it up to the light, stretch it a little and 
mend its thin spots in preparation for the 
coming of Jesus. 

But that is what Christians are called to 
do in the weeks before Christmas. _ . 

• The season of Advent, which began 
Dec. 3, is a solemn time of expectation and 
hope that culminates in "a. comingi" or 
"adventus" in Latin. Many churches and 
families mark the progress of Advent with 
wreaths bearing four candles, one for.each 
Sunday in the season, until all four burn, 
announcing that Christmas, the birth of 

. Jesus, is at band. 

The Advent wreath, with its light that 
grows stronger as Christmas draws 
nearer, is meant to be an outward sign of 
an inner journey, a movement from 
darkness toward light. 

For centuries, Christians have taken 
time Jluring Advent to make that trip, often 
relying on books to guide or inspire them, 
to make the familiar themes of Christmas 
new again. Here is a sampling of Advent 
reading available to modern sojourners 
who are Bethlehem-bound: 

"Wonderful Counselor: A Fortnight of 
Christmas Meditations" by Larry Libby 
and Steve Halliday. Two Oregon authors 
offer 14 brief chapters focused on one of . 
the names of the Messiah mentioned in 
Isaiah 9:6. The resulting essays and short 

/.fictionask and answer questions about 
what if means that Jesus is called 
"Wonderful CounseloC The writing is 
straigl']tfoiward, sometimes funny and 

'always thoughtful. 
, "Qn the Way to 13ethlehem" by Hilary 
i, McDowell. The ·author, a playwright and 
• poet, asks the reader to imagine being a 
traveler on the road to Bethlehem. Six 
weeks' worth of daily readings incorporate 

Scripture, reflection and prayer around world without Jesus while in "The Twelve 
each part of the Journey, from packing the Days of Giving," a mother teaches her 
suitcase and saying goodbye to reaching children that toys are not the be all and end 
the destination and turning homeward. all of perfect presents. 
McDowell's traveler is beset with doubts "Christmas Abundance: A Simple 
and worries but determined to "see the Guide to Discovering the True Meaning of 
real stable" and discovers that she carries Christmas" by Candy Paull. In a collection 
with her the calm she seeks. of poetry, thought-provoking quotes and 

"The Heart of Christmas" by Max short reflections, Paull suggests ways of 
Lucado and others. A half-dozen well- appreciating the secular aspects of 
'polished sermons by six noted preachers Christmas in a Christian context. She invites 
invite readers to see the familiar themes of the reader to indulge in the sights, sounds 
Christmas from fresh perspectives. John and smells of the season without losing the 
Maxwell asks, "What do you do when you golden ·thread of Jesus' birtn that runs 
follow a star and find a stable?" He looks through it all. 
to the magi for answers. "When wise men "All for the Newbom·Baby" by Phyllis 
find a stable," Maxwelrwrites, ''they look Root, illustrated by Nicola Bayley. Don't 
for God." . dismiss this quickly as a children's book. 

"Christmas With God" by Rebecca Like the best of that genre, it rewards 
Barlow Jordan and others. This small readers of all ages. Root'draws on 
volume is packed with more than 90 short • • Christmas carols and legends from around 
inspirational stories, so many there's no ' the world to weave a simple lullaby that 
need to ration them to make them last Mary might have sung to the baby Jesus. 
through Advent. Each vignette begins with , The spare but touching lyrics are the only 
a Bible verse and introduces a character or • words to accompany Bayley's lovely 
two Who share the struggle to keep Christ illustrations, which combine the vibrant 
at the center of the season. In "Hope Is color of stained-glass windows and the 
Alive," a weary clergyman)magines a. exquisite 'detail of illuminated manuscripts. 
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PEOPLE 
PRAYER 

PARTNERS 
Mountains to the Mississippi 

11:30 p.m. 
■ GLENDALE-Gilead Church will 
hold its Christmas Eve candlelight ser­
vice at 6 p.m. 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania, the 

European Baptist 
Convention and New 

England: 

■ Sedge Fen Baptist 
Church in Suffolk, 

England. The church 
recently called a pastor 

after three years without 
one. David Heiserman 

and his wife, Denise, 
moved from India to 

serve the church. 

■ Missionaries to 
Tanzania Carolyn and 

Charles Dixon who are 
on leave in Louisville. 

■ Haruni Seleke 
Chiyawe as he serves as 

a pastor in Mbuyuni, 
Tanzania, and tries to 

build a structure for 
Galilaya Baptist Church. 
"He has the materials to 

build a roof on steel 
poles, and then they will 
gradually build the walls, 

but can use it as they 
build," a missionary 

writes. Pray that God will 
give encouragement 

since the work is slow. 

■ Give thanks for a 
recent "True Love Waits" 

seminar in Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, at 

which almost half of the 
26 participants made 

commitments to purity 
until marriage. Pray that 

they will be faithful. 

■ Native New 
Englanders Bill Graham 

and Eddie Williams as 
they plant a church in 

Lowell, Mass. 

■ Continuing dialogue 
with a potential church 

planter from Ethiopia to 
work with Ethiopians in 

Greater Boston. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CADIZ-Jerry Turner resigned 
as pastor of New Light Church effec­
tive Dec. 3. Terry Mitcheson was 
called as pastor effective Dec. 10. 
■ HINDMAN- Hindman Church 
ordained Jarvis Williams and 
Mark Combs, students at Southern 
Seminary, into the gospel ministry. 
Mike Caudill is pastor. • 
■ OWENSBORO-Pleasant Ridge 
Church honored its pastor, Frank­
lin Skaggs, on the 40th anniversary 
of his ordination, Dec. 4. Skaggs an­
nounced his retirement effective Jan. 
1, 2001. 
■ PADUCAH-Willis Henson, 
pastor of Lone Oak First Church, an­
nounced his retirement effective 
Feb. 4, 2001. 
■ PLEASUREVILLE-Pleasure­
ville Church called Mark Combs as 
minister to children and youth. Dale 
Niswonger is interim pastor. 

FOR SALE: Beautiful, profession­
ally remodeled ranch; country feel, city 
convenience. Half acre, 3-bedroom, 
2-bath, garage and more. Must see. 
10717 Blue Lick Road (Louisville). 
Call: Homebase, (502) 421-8987 or 
(502) 558-4757. Three percent down; 
seller pays closing costs. 

FOR SALE: Kimball piano. Spin­
et; plays well; cabinet in good shape; 
$1,000. Call (270) 737-6645-leave 
message if no answer. 

SEEKING: Piario and/or keyboard 
player needed immediately for an es­
tablished Southern Gospel quartet 
based in Lawrenceburg/Frankfort area. 
If interested, please call (502) 839-
3556 or e-mail stopher@kentucky 
quest.net. 

SEEKING: Recreation specialist/ 
activities therapist. Mature Christian to 
work with children/adolescents. Re­
quires BS/BA in recreation therapy or 
equivalent training. Base salary: $23k 
plus benefit package; 10 percent addi­
tional to retirement annuity. Send re­
sume to: Tim Tharp, director of resi­
dential care, PO Box 579, Carmi, IL 
62821, or phone: (618) 382-4165, ext. 
14, or e-mail: timtharp@bchfs.com. 

SEEKING: Ballardsville Baptist 
Church, a growing, mission-minded 
congregation, seeks applications for a 
full-time position from a person who 
senses a call to minister to youth and 
children. Bachelor's degree a mini­
mum requirement; seminary a plus. 
Experience in youth and children's 
ministry. Seeking organized, people­
oriented individual as a minister to 
youth and coordinator of children's 
programs. Compensation package ne­
gotiable. Send resume to: Search Com­
mittee, Ballardsville Baptist Church, 
4300 South Highway 53, Crestwood, 
KY 40014. 

SEEKING: Calvary Baptist 
Church in Danville, Ky., is seeking a 
full-time student minister to direct chil­
dren, youth and college programs. 
Send resume by Jan. 15 to: Pastor 
Doug Wesley, 214Lincoln Ave.,Dan­
ville, KY 40422, or e-mail: wesley 
@mis.net. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth pastor 
for Hillsdale Baptist Church, Ohio. 
Send resume to: hbc@bright.net. 
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 
■ BAGDAD-Bagdad Church's 
adult musical will be presented Dec. 
24 at6p.m. 
■ BARBOURVILLE-Barbourville 
First Church will hold its Christmas 
Eve candlelight service at 5 p.m. 
■ BOWLING GREEN-Living 
Hope Church will hold its Christmas 

. Eve service at 6 p.m. 
■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Saloma 
Church's choir will present the musi­
cal, "Bethlehem's Child" Dec. 24 at 
11 a.m. 
■ EDDYVILLE-Eddyville First 
Church will hold its Christmas Eve 
service with a candlelight Lord's Sup­
per and special music at 5 p.m. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN-Immanuel 
Church will hold its Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 5:30 p.m. 
■ FINCHVILLE- Finchville Church 
will hold its Christmas Eve service at 

■ JEFFERSONTOWN-Jefferson­
town Church will hold its Christmas 
Eve service featuring carols, the Christ­
mas story and a silent Lord's Supper 
at 10 p.m. 
■ LEXINGTON-Russell Cave 
Church will host a traditional Christ­
mas service Dec. 24 at 10:30 a.m. 
■ LOUISVILLE-Beechmont 
Church will hold its Christmas Eve 
candlelight Communion service at 
5p.m. 

Broadway Church will hold its 
Christmas Eve worship service at 
11 a.m. and a candlelight Communion 
service at 5:30 p.m. and 11 p.m. 

Carlisle Avenue Church's Christ­
mas Eve morning service at 10:45 a.m. 
will feature the ladies ensemble and the 
sanctuary choir. A candlelight service 
will be at 6 p.m. featuring the chil­
dren's choir, handbell choir, ensembles 
and sanctuary choir. 

Hurstbourne Church will hold its 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Full-time minister of 

music and youth. Send resume to: Fair­
view Baptist Church, PO Box 3006, 
Paris, TN 38242. Phone: (901) 642-
2191. 

SEEKING: Aftercare therapist. 
Mature Christian needed with MS/ 
MSW-level degree, therapy degree or 
training and experience in family ther­
apy to provide services to residents and 
families post discharge from residen­
tial care program. Base salary: $27k 
plus benefit package; 10 percent addi­
tional to retirement annuity. Send re­
sume to: Tim Tharp, director of resi­
dential care, PO Box 579, Carmi, IL 
62821, or phone: (618) 382-4165, ext. 
14, or e-mail: timtharp@bchfs.com. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Ludlow is seeking a motivated worship 

. and praise jeader to help transition from 
traditional to blended service using the 
best of old and new. This individual 
will be responsible for incorporating 
instruments, praise teams and drama 
into services, as well as developing 
music programs -for children through 
adults. Experience is required for this 
challenging and exciting full-time po­
sition. Please send resume to: First 
Baptist Church, 400 Linden St., Lud­
low, KY 41016. 

SEEKING: Pastor for Ridgewood 
Baptist Church, the only CBF-affiliat­
ed congregation in the growing suburb 
of Southwest Louisville. Our small, 
diverse, missions-minded church is 
committed to historic Baptist principles 
and freedoms and is praying for God's 
leadership in this search process. Send 
resume to: Pastor Search Committee, 
Ridgewood Baptist Church, 6209 
Greenwood Road, Louisville, KY 
40258. 

SEEKING: Minister to student. 
Louisville church seeks full-time min­
ister with heart for students. Proven 
experience requested. Forward resume 
to: Maple Grove Baptist, 5911 E 
Manslick, 40219. 

SEEKING: Younger' s Creek Bap­
tist Church, Elizabethtown, Ky., is 
seeking resumes for the position of 
pastor. Please send resume to: 251 
Younger' s Creek Road, Elizabeth­
town, KY 42701, Attn: Pastor Search 
Committee. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church, 
Ashland, Ky., is prayerfully seeking-a 
senior pastor. A progressive, multi- • 
staff church, First Baptist has two 
morning services (one contemporary, 
one traditional), a very active Sunday 
school, and numerous opportunities 
for midweek prayer meetings and con­
gregational fellowship. It is a church 
that reflects the values of true Chris­
tian love and gender equality. For 
more information about our church 
and the requirements of the position, 
visit our Web site at www.fbcash 
landky.com. Resumes should be sent 
to First Baptist Church, PO Box 787, 
Ashland, KY 41105-0787, c/o Dr. 
Eugene H. Foster. 

SEEKING: Part-time position co­
ordinating overall children's ministry 
(preschool-sixth grade) at Rich Pond 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, Ky. 
Responsible for directing preschool 
Sunday school, coordinating mission 
organizations and overseeing chil­
dren's activities for churchwide and 
special events. Must share love of chil­
dren and serve as a Christian role mod­
el. For information, call (270) 842-
2593, Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-noon. 

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist 
Church of Cadiz is seeking a part-time 
minister of music. Send resume to: 
M/M Search Committee, East Cadiz 
Baptist Church, 407 Third St., Cadiz, 
KY 42211. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and education to lead an enthu­
siastic, ever-growing group of young 
people (75%) and provide leadership 
for our comprehensive ministry of 
Christian education (25%) in one of 
Kentucky's fastest-growing counties. 
Experience, training and undergradu­
ate degree required; seminary degree 
strongly preferred. Please send resume 
and letter of interest to FBC Search 
Committee, c/o Wayne Young, 2002 
Keaton Lane, Lawre~ceburg, KY 
40342 by Jan. 31, 2001. 

SEEKING: Church prayerfully 
seeks minister of music/youth (full­
tirne or part-time). Please send resume 
to: New Life Baptist Church, 1185 
Shackelford Road, Florissant, MO 
63031, Attn: Pastor Tim McIntyre. 
Phone: (314) 837-0626. 

Christmas Eve Service at 5 p.m. 
Melbourne Heights Church will 

hold its Christmas Eve candlelight 
Communion service at 5 p.m. 

Rockford Lane Church will hold its 
Christmas Eve service at 5 p.m. 

St. Matthews Church will hold its 
Christmas Eve candlelight Commun­
ion service at 5 p.m. 
■ OWENSBORO-Walnut Memori­
al Church will hold its Christmas Eve 
candlelight service at 5 p.m. 
■ PADUCAH-Paducah First Church 
will hold its Christmas Eve worship and 
Communion service at 5 p.m. 
■ SCOTTSVILLE-Scottsville 
Church will hold its Christmas Eve 
Communion service at 6 p.m. 
■ VERSAILLES-Versailles Church 
will hold a Christmas Eve Commun­
ion service at 5 p.m. 
■ W ADDY-Graefenburg Church 
will hold a Christmas Eve candlelight 
Communion service at 6 p.m. 
■ WILLIAMSBURG-Williams­
burg First Church will hold its Christ­
mas candlelight Communion service at 
5:30 p.m. 

SEEKING: Youth minister. Music 
background a plus. Send resume to: 
First Baptist Church, PO Box 670, 
Whitley City, KY 42653, Attn: Staff 
Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
education and administration to con­
tinue development of a comprehen­
sive Christian education program in a 
growing church. Experience required, 
seminary degree in education pre­
ferred. Send resumes and inquiries to: 
Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church, 3400 
Summerfield Drive, -Louisville KY 
40220, Attn: Minister Search Com­
mittee. E-mail: hlbcadmin@altavista. 
com. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister. Primary responsibilities include: 
sharing in worship planning and lead­
ership; conducting sanctuary choir; and 
overseeing volunteer-staffed children's 
music ministry. Please send resume to: 
Albany First Baptist Church, 110 W 
Cumberland St., Albany, KY 42602, 
Attn: Music Committee, or call (606) 
387-5909. 

SEEKING: Immediate need for 
full-time administrative assistant for 
growing church. Experience necessary 
with emphasis on Microsoft Word and 
Excel as well as desktop publishing. 
Please forward resume to: Personnel 
Chairman, Franklin Crossroads Baptist 
Church, 4695 Hardinsburg Road, 
Cecilia, KY 42724. 

SEEKING: First Baptist Church of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., is receiving re­
sumes for minister to families with 
children. This position is an opportu­
nity for a high-energy individual, pref­
erably seminary trained, to minister 
with preschoolers and children, their 
parents and leaders. Inclusive in theol­
ogy and creative in ministry, FBC is 
supportive of both SBC and CBF. Re­
sumes should be mailed to: Search 
Committee, First Baptist Church, 401-
Gateway Ave., Chattanooga, TN 
37402. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three 
part-time positions: children's minis­
ter, youth minister and organist. Send 
resume to church in care of Personnel 
Committee. 



CHRISTMAS 
Hard work brings singing tree to life 
By Cecile Holmes 
Religion News Service 

COLUMBIA, S.C. (RNS)­
Christmas begins early at this capital 
city's Shandon Baptist Church, arriv­
ing as most Americans are still pon­
dering how to tum Thanksgiving tur­
key into delectable leftovers. 

The Saturday after Thanksgi v1ng, a 
miniature army of volunteers descends 
on the suburban church. First, they 
unload the tractor-trailer stored most of 
the year at the rear of the church's 22-
acre campus. 

Then, working _in assembly-line 
fashion from outdoors to indoors, vol-

• unteers pass yards of greenery, miles 
of electrical cable and hundreds of feet 
of garland from one person to the next. 
Inside, others sew costumes, saw and 
hammer to build an extension to the 
church's stage and painstakingly in­
ventory the pasteboard platforms upon 
which choir members soon will stand. 

For Shandon Baptist, this beehive 
of activity is only the first stage of an 
annual labor of love called "The Sing­
ing Christmas Tree." 

The "tree" is a 35-foot-tall, 13-tier 
metal structure built in the shape of a 
tree that will hold up to 150 singers 
who become "human ornaments." 

The performances, presented 11 
times during five days in early Decem­
ber, use more than 20 miles of audio 
and lighting cable, 3,300 lights, 75 
enormous reflective ornaments, 500 
feet of garland, 66 velvet bows and a 
dump truck full of greenery. 

Pete Richards, who works with a 
local construction firm, has called 
Shandon Baptist home since child­
hood. He has been part of the tree 
project, now in its 16th year, since the 
beginning. He and his family give 
many hours of volunteer time to the 
project. 

"It's one of the major outreaches of 
our church," Richards said. "I feel like 
in some small way, I'm hopefully lead­
ing some people to Christ. Not to men­
tion it's a great way to kick off the 

• Christmas season." 
This year, three generations of the 

Richards family are part of the tree. 
Richards and his son, Peter, are sing­
ers. Grandson Alex is part of the staged 
drama and Richards' wife, Brenda, 
plays the central role of a grandmother 
in the dramatic story told by the pro­
duction. 

Employing a computerized lighting 
system, "The Singing Christmas Tree" 
is beautiful to look at and a mind-bog­
gling blend of creativity, volunteer la­
bor and techno-wizardry. A fiber-op­
tic star provides the background for the 
eye-catching presentation, a popular 
event in Columbia attracting about 
13,000 people annually. 

Weeks in advance, minister of mu­
sic Dave Dupree sets up the organiza­
tion of the singers on a huge pink, blue, 
orange and green chart, noting each 
choir member's physical height, mu­
sical part and the size of the pasteboard 
standing platform each will require 
during the production. 

He begins working on a script with 
volunteer copywriters in early March. 
The theme changes annually but al­
ways is linked to the deeper meaning 
of the holiday season. Last year's 
theme was ''the perfect tree," drawing 

ANNUAL TRADITION The choir of Shandon Baptist Church in Columbia, S.C., performs 
its annual "Singing Christmas Tree" presentation. The 35-foot-tall tree holds 150 singers, 
3,300 lights, 75 enormous reflective ornaments, 500 feet of garland, 66 velvet bows and 
a dump truck full of greenery. (RNS photo) 

on the idea that every family yearns for 
that perfectly shaped fir tree to adorn 
with lights, ornaments and _tinsel. 

"The story line this year is (based 
on) someone who needs a heart trans­
plant," Dupree said. "Here in Colum­
bia in the last six or nine months, we've 
seen lots of stories of people who need 
heart transplants. In every story of that 
type, people say, 'It was a miracle what 
medical science can do, the fact that I 
can receive someone else's heart and 
live."' 

In a spiritual sense, everyone needs 
a new heart, Dupree said. "The story 
here is this person who needs a heart 
transplant, and that all ofus need a new 
heart, a new heart in Christ. 

"Just like someone has to· die be­
fore a person can get a physical heart 
transplant, Jesus died on the cross so 
that we could get a spiritual heart trans­
plant. So the miracle of Christmas is a 
new heart. You could call it the 'Heart 
of Christmas.' We call it the 'Miracle 
of Christmas."' 

When the production first began, 
performances were held at the church's 
former sanctuary, drawing about4,000 
people annually. The crowds were so 
large, Shandon Baptist moved the 
event to a local auditorium until its 
new, larger church facility was com­
plete. Its· current sanctuary seats about 
1,250 people. 

Dupree takes each singer's needs 
into account as he plans the human 
component of the tree. 

"Some people are afraid of heights, 
so they'll be on the lower rows," Du­
pree said. "Some are claustrophobic so 
we put them on the outer edges. I also 

try to account for their absence if 
they'll be out during a particular per­
formance." 

Dupree initiated "The Singing 
Christmas Tree" when he came to 
Shandon in 1985. He had seen singing 
Christmas trees in other locales, includ­
ing Denton, Texas, and Columbus, Ga. 
Many churches treat the event as Shan­
don Baptist does, as a holiday celebra­

. tion for their congregations and an out­
reach to their communities. 

According to Dupree, singing 
Christmas trees were produced in 1933 
at Belhaven College in Jackson, Miss., 
and at a Denver high school in 1941. 
Shandon Baptist decided to mount its 
own production because of the poten­
tial to reach so many people. 

"Unlike a staged pageant or play, 
it's a real vertical medium," Dupree 
said. "It draws you up. Creatively, it 
takes in more of your senses." 

Head seamstress Kathleen Dendy, 
responsible for making more than 50 
children's costumes for this year's pro­
duction, said she loves the work be­
cause it "touches the lives of more peo­
ple than you can imagine." 

Brenda Richards is a character in 
the drama and a volunteer in other ar­
eas. She said she's overwhelmed by all 
the people who give of their time to 
make the tree come alive. Volunteers 
range from medical personnel working 
backstage to the folks who hang in until 
2 a.m., taking the tree down, when the 
last performance is done. 

"I get a lump in my throat every 
year because of the joy of the family 
of Christ pulling together to share 
something like this," she said. 

.,_.,<:,-,..~:-cO-.,Y)./:·:-:--, ,:::-r-,c-:;·;:,-,.(:;" 

Aut~a~,e11Jare~ .~at~' ~'1:(;flld I 
silly in; ~hristmas; enc1f:lqpedia 
By Oougl~sTodd 
Religion News Service 

• WINNIPEG, Manit.oba (BNS)~pespite researching · 
Christmas for more than ·10 years, Gerry Bowler says he 
never grew sicKof the world's domirn~nt holiday ....•... 

Bowler,'the author. of the new "World Encyclopedia of 
• Christmas,'\also,says he wes foreverchanged bylearning 

everything any9ne ever wanted to ~now abou(qhristg1as­
frorn the r~Gipefor m11lled glogg !O:'I S~vii,Three Ships,:• frnm ,1 

«Beavis .and ~unhe_e9 Do GhristmasHJo spl~mn midnight · • 

• •· •• +' • ,, .~. •••• -~;~!-ij&{i6v~tt~~i::;1l~ti~&:~ ! 1;:ii:;;;,' i 

·.•·•··• d~epene_d, duEih"gJfje "pfopess'. 'I became,. 
less Protestant''.,'said Bowlerai+.' · ., '•·••'.'" 

'=:::. ·, ·., . ' . ·=·:•: __ . __ ,,,,:,. :·C:,, .. :. :(:: • ' :· ,,:.=·:',< 

professor ofhistory;:1nd' bulture:attpe.; 
University of Manitoba: He said he kept 

• finding more layers of meaning in the ,i. 

. holiday1 which is' marked ·in almost every " 

.country. • •• 
) . , ... By becorning ''less'Pt?!~Stant," . 

Bowler'said he means he moved, beyond his oVl'nevangellcal 
Protestantism. That perspective; he.said,:tends Jo.see; v,, • 

Christmas as a;one-shotopportunity to. hunk~[idoVv;n _with th~ 
famHycand mQan abo4t th~. cr~s_sness of it~ll. t;.,,,,\[J'> ::) • ,,. 

Bowler, whg att,ends a noridenqmin~tional ,hhur9h in 
yYinnipeg>Manit9ba, said he came)o envy pow Chfiitmas in 
many parts .;9f m~ worldJemains a mind-altering', sacred • 
season lasting u'itfo two months--;:a timefcir.community, 
cparity and discipline, as well as reveiry, symbolic danger, 
humor and mysticism. . ...... . . , '·L, 

Christmas is wt1en Eastern Christians enter~Osday fasts 
... ~nd many ":Y~stern Christi~ns give'time and frioqey,to the 
'I , pbo( But BowJer suggests it's also when,CpfisJi,~ps;{not to 
; ,. m~htiOQ ,_ h __ un9r~gs;of millions qf~eguta~o~?¢tvers;;cshould 

feet tree.to CU! J9cise ~ng,revef fr1Sii • ' ,. , •••••••• •. •• 

;:";: ~£YYJi~s~tiW.;\1ifma%j2?JM:~i~p+ 

t"sant 

;· .. ·"L­
( 90{ 

rne ·· ·· 

•· s.o+:,;-;:., - · ;r.:-:,\ , .... , . 
:yryanc.ys.·s~ems .,epdly--,•.· .. ,:- - , 
y 1v10 ,genefc1nzatldns ab@( Qhfi~t, 

• sees it'as -i{ hoffclijy requiring ,some:so 
is viewed as a time for miracles.1{ :it 

ng' 
e 
it 

"'JVhile"soci~fy_hecomes ·i~creas,ngly s_~cul~(arfd:scJence 
ever_'mor~ _intrusive, "Bowler writes, .''.Christmas.feinaihs the 
only:time·ofthe y~arwhen _,M_, __ .:. .. - ,. ~·~::,_,j L _, • • 

if not inevitable.'.' •• • 
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/ M-i" INVESTMENT 

. OPPORTUNITY THAT. 

I S-GOOD FOR YOU AND 

N .·.• YOUR FAMILY THAT IS 

f g~~:~~!:~~· . 
~...t.W.w.;:-:;:-:-.;::-:-:•:.-4.,,.«.-..-..:❖r,.-@»:----z: • • .. W&r4❖X-W:? 

I

·•·• 
;;;::-

~ 
~ 
I . 
I ·• COULD FIND AN INVEST-

! MENT OPPORTUNITY 

I WHERE YOU COULD 

I 
HAVE CONFIDENCE 

--THAT ETHICAL I CONSIDERATIONS 

I ARE A PART OF EVERY 

i_ INVESTMENT DECISION? 

~ =,== 

I 
~ i COULD BE A PART 

I OF STARTING NEW 

I MINISTRIES AND 

REACHING PEOPLE 

f GROUPS WITH THE 

I GOSPEL? 

1· 
~ = 

A SPECIAL OPPORTUNITY 
FROM NATIONAL.ASSET MANAGEMENT 

_ ____ _,.4._ ____ _ 
• ••• • "'""· 

"'" ... 

NATIONAL ASSET MANAGEMENT - the same organization that manages the funds of · 

the Kentucky Baptist Foundation- has created the new National Asset ManagemenfCore 

Equity Mutual Fund for individuals. The investment guidelines for this mutual fund are 

the same as the guidelines used in managing the large capitalization equity portion of the 

Foundation's Equity Fund, including the Christiar_i ethical restrictions. 

AN INVESTMENT, NoT A DONATION 
An investment in The National Asset Management Core Equity Mutual Fund is not a chari­
table donation. It is an investment opportunity for a high quality equity mutual fund that is 
designed to put your money to work for you and your family! A $10,000 minimum invest­
ment is needed to open an acc~mnt with this mutual fund. 

The mutual fund is managed by National Asset Management, a Louisville-based firm 
founded in 1979. National Asset Management currently has $13.4 billion in assets under 
management. Their portfolio managers have ·an average of 15 years of investment experience. 

The National Asset Management Core Equity Mutual Fund is distributed by First Fund 
Distributors, Inc., 4455 East Camelback Road, Suite 261, Phoenix, Arizona 85018. 

REACHING KENTUCKY FOR CHRIST FUND 
A unique side benefit of this investment opportunity is that_ National Asset Management 
has agreed that for every account opened through this arrangement, 20 percent of its 
management fee will be paid to the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. None of the management 
fees received by the Kentucky Baptist Foundation will be retained by the Foundation, 100% 
will go to the Reaching Kentucky for Christ Fund administered by the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention. The management fee is not being increased to make this possible . 

The Reaching Kentucky for Christ Fund will be used to reach people groups for Christ as the 
world comes to Kentucky. Kentucky currently has growing Hispanic and Asian populations 
and many of the countries of the world are now represented in the international students 
attending Kentucky's colleges and universities. 

In addition, the Fund will be used to help churches and associations start new ministries in 
Kentucky. The Convention will partner with the associations and churches as they identify 
and implement new ways of sharing the Gospel in an increasingly secular culture. 

WANT TO KNOW MORE? CALL Ton FREE FOR A PROSPECTUS AT 

1-877-626-3863 . 
DISCLOSURES 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation has been engaged by National Asset Management (NAM) to announce to Kentucky 
Baptists the availability of a personal investment opportunity in the NAM Core Equity Mutual Fund (Mutual Fund). 

NAM, the Mutual Fund's investment advisor, is a registered investment advisor under the Investment Advisors Act of 
. 1940, as amended. NAM currently serves as the institutional investment manager for the Kentucky Baptist Foundation. 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation will be compensated by NAM for the activities it undertakes to introduce this 
investment opportunity. However, the Foundation will direct 100% of its compensation to the Kentucky Baptist 

Convention for the Reaching Kentucky for Christ Fund. The annual compensation, 0. 10% of the market. value of 
the combined units owned by participating Kentucky Baptists, will not be charged as an additional fee to any 

person investing in the Mutual Fund. 

The Kentucky Baptist Foundation does not endorse or otherwise recommend investment in the Mutual Fund. 
It will perform no services with respect to the actual investment by Kentucky Baptists in the Mutual Fund and has 
no role in advising the Mutual Fund. Neither the Kentucky Baptist Foundation nor any employee of the Foundation 

is a registered broker-dealer or registered investment advisor. 
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KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
FOUNDATION 

10605 Shelbyville Road 
Louisville, Kentucky 40223-3101 

(502) 244-6466 OR 

(888) 254-5701 


