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PRACTICAL RESOURCES FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

'Continue to pray' 

Southern Baptists and other faith-based relief teams 
are rushing to assist El Salvador after a Jan. 13 
earthquake. Central America's smallest nation 
suffered a 7.6-magnitude quake killing at least 
675 Salvadorans and six people in neighboring 
Guatemala. The powerful quake also reduced a 
siZEble part of the nation to a jumble of mangled 
buildings and mud-buried homes. "Continue to pray 
as we evaluate how to participate in relief efforts and 
minister to human and spiritual needs," asked 
Southern Baptist missionary Pam Grumbles. 
■ Above: Residents of Comasagua reach out for 
relief aid at a distribution point after supplies were 
delivered by road to the town which had been cut off 
for three days. The town was one of the worst hit by 
the earthquake.■ Left: Survivors inspect the damage 
around a playground (World Vision photos by Cecilia 
Ceron via RNS) 

Graham crusade is Kentucky's first in 30 years 
By Trennis Henderson 
Editor 

LOUISVILLE-Evangelist Billy 
Graham is returning to the Bluegrass 

. State to lead a crusade for the first time 
in 30 years. 

Plans for this summer's Greater 
Louisville Billy Graham Crusade of­
ficially were launched last week at a 
rally in downtown Louisville. The 
June 21-24 crusade is one of_only two 
crusades the 82-year-old evangelist 
has scheduled for this year. The other 
one will be held in October in Fresno, 
Calif. 

The four-day crusade will be Gra­
ham's first crusade in Kentucky since 
a 1971 event in Lexington. He previ­
ously held a monthlong crusa_de in 
Louisville in 1956 and also preached 
at a youth rally held in conjunction with 
the 1964 Kentucky Baptist Convention 
annual meeting. 

The Jan. 17 crusade kickoff event 
□ See Graham crusar}e ... , page 6 

PRAYER FOCUS Rick Marshall, director of crusades for the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association, displays a poster urging prayer for the 2001 Greater Louisville Billy Graham 
Crusade. The evangelistic event will be held June 21-24 in Papa John's Cardinal Stadium 
in Louisville. 

Churches face • 
hard decisions 
. after receiving 
high gas bills 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

OWENSBORO - Franklin 
Skaggs' final month as pastorof Pleas­
ant Ridge Baptist Church coincided 
with the Daviess County congrega­
tion's worst fiscal disaster. 

The problem wasn't related to the 
pastor's financial management. The 
church's natural gas bill hit $636 for 
December, more than double its win­
ter average of about $250 a month. 

In addition, the church faces a $90 
bili to heat its empty parsonage to 55 
degrees. 

"I retired Dec. 31 and one of the 
men I talked to (after that) said, 'Man, 
sakes alive, we've got to do something 
quick and decisive,"' he said. "One of 
the things they're going to do is use 
the educational building on Wednes­
day night, where they won't have to 
heat the sanctuary." 

Squeezing into smaller spaces, can­
celing Sunday or Wednesday night ser­
vices and installing automated thermo­
stats are among conservation measures 
Kentucky Baptist churches are using to 
cope with natural gas price increases. 

Though the hikes are part of a na­
tionwide trend, that is of little comfort 
to pastors and directors of missions 
across the commonwealth. They use 
words like "sticker shock" and "unbe­
lievable" to describe the situation. 

''It's one thing to have a jump, but 
the prices are tripling," said Harold 
Pike, pastor of South Side Baptist 
Church in Covington. 

The church' s customary winter 
power bill of about $1 ,600 zoomed to 
$3,500 in January, plus $1 ,300 for its 
new activity center. By comparison, 
last March the previous establishment 
in that building-a bar-got its last 
power bill: less than $200. 

"Our utility company is saying, 'If 
you keep it at 65 degrees, it will save 
20 percent,"' Pike said. "We're doing 
that in Sunday school classes and the 
sanctuary. But we can' t do it in day 
care. That's not warm enough for ba­
bies." 

In Eastern Kentucky's Three Forks 
Baptist Association, most churches are 
running behind budget, making it 
tough to deal with rate increases, said 
Ray Cooper, director of missions. 

"It appears they've been going up 
at least 100 percent from last year," he 
said. "The churches here are small and 
also poor, so they are really having a 
struggle. I'm waiting to see if it will 
cut into missions." 

A spokesman for Louisville Gas & 
Electric, which serves Kentucky's larg­
est city, attributes skyrocketing bills to 
increased demand coupled with lower 
supplies. 

"It's all over the nation," Doug Ben­
nett said. "In the past natural gas has 
been relatively cheap, so there haven't 
been incentives to look for it. Gas is 
□ See Higher gas bills ... , page 3 



"We still have not 
impacted the 

tremendous 
population centers 

of America." 
Charles Barnes, Impact 
Northeast coordinator 

BAPTISTS 
Eleven state conventions partner for 'Northe_ast Impact' 
By Ferrell Foster 
Baptist General Convention of Texas Baptists in Northeast cite similarities, diversity 

DALLAS (ABP)- Tall buildings 
glisten like jewels along the coastline, 
while lush hills and mountains stretch 
inland for hundreds of miles. It is the 
northeastern portion of the United 
States, and it is home to millions of 
unchurched people and_relatively few 
Baptists. 

Baptists in the South have cast their 
eyes in that direction by entering a 
multi-state partnership that is seeking 
to bring more spiritual light into the 
region. 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. (ABP)- gelism," building enduring friend­
Baptists in the Nprtheast will quick- ships as a means to conversion. 
ly tell a Baptist from the South that "It's very relational here," said 
things are different in that part of the Tom.my Kennedy, pastor of Cross 
world-not necessarily better or Point Fellowship in Harrisburg, Pa. 
worse, just different. "People want to get to know you." 

The Northeast itself has differ- Just being a Baptist can cause 
ences from region to region as one problems in reaching out to the un­
travels southward from New Eng- churched. ''The name Baptist itself 
land to New York, then to Pennsyl- is looked down on here," said Kirk 
vania and Maryland;. while Wash- Strawbridge, a semester missionary 
ington, D.C., hasits own culture. Bµt at the University of Pittsburgh. 
still there are similarities. Carl Anderson, director of mis-

"It' s not a foreign land," but it is sions for Keystone Baptist Associa­
a different culture, said David Lee, tion in south central Pennsylvania, 
executive director of the Baptist agreed. He added, however, that 
\C:onvention of Maryland/Delaware. while people in the South think there 
• • There are "ngt many Baptists," is little receptivity to the gospel in 
saidTom Schenk;pastorofLakeside the North, "I've yet to have a door 
Baptist Church, near Pittsburgh. slammed in my face." 
l'llat can make ministry difficult. . Lisa Hoffr.nan, a semester mis-

"Impact Northeast" has united six { 
"support conventions" in the South- • 
Alabama, Mississippi, North Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia- with 
five "impact conventions" in the North­
east-the District of Columbia, Mary­
land/Delaware, New England, New 
York and Pennsylvania/South Jersey. 
Together, they are making a concerted 
effort to expand the Baptist witness in 

. ''.f'.eople don' t h~ye an evangelif~l sionary froip Louisville working in 
~ J~~ds~. l'llef~iRPt u~~q .,!9.li~; .. ;Boston.,~ ~n pleased)Yi~ fueop­

··· gsts beutg so su:gngly onenteario portumty t9.serve there. Jt may be 
rfuhing out topi59Ple." ••• cold outside during the winter, but 

the Northeast. 
'The Northeast U.S.A. is so criti­

cal for the evangelization of America 
because easily over one quarter of our 
population lives there and vast portions 
of those people don't know Christ," 
said Don Sewell, director of Texas 
partnerships for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas. 

The Kentucky Baptist Convention, 
although not a formal part of Impact 
Northeast, has been involved in minis­
try to the Northeast for several years 
through a missions partnership with the 
Baptist Convention of New England. 

Calvin Wilkins, director of the 
KBC partnership missions department, 
said Impact Northeast complements 
what Kentucky Baptists are seeking to 
do in partnership with Baptists in New 
England. 

"There's enough work for every­
body to do and then some," Wilkins 
said. "The emphasis being placed on 
the northeast region of our country and 

_ As a restJlt, • many Baptists "it's not a cold place as far as people 
throughout the Northeast talk about · go," she said. 

_ ; thej ihportal!i::e,9ff'relatiomil evan, . As for Baptist life its~lf; ponimon 
L;:,Jfafo'i(f\,.,,.·@x· ... <>:::.::::r<=wk-:;<t:/,:, ":l"A»:~&9:=»::r-S{·':y·'7~w,>,c. T-~; ~,~c~'it\\@~ ,;:;;>·av~ - ·;o. , 

particularly the large cities is long over­
due. We believe that anything that is 
accomplished will be productive and 
beneficial for the churches up there." 

Only 1 percent of the population in 
the Northeast is Baptist, said Charles 
Barnes, coordinator of Impact North­
east in Annapolis, Md. "We still have 
not impacted the tremendous popula­
tion centers of America," said Barnes, 
who recently retired as executive direc­
tor of the Baptist Convention of Mary­
land/Delaware. 

Barnes was talking about New York 
City, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, Washington and the many 
other cities of the region. 

Those cities and the countryside that 
surrounds them make up "the most 

BAPTIST DIGEST 

unchurched 25 percent of the Ameri­
can population" said Steve Seaberry, 
equipping coordinator for Texas part­
nerships. 

Sewell said individual state conven­
tion partnerships provided the "seed­
beds" of concern that led to Impact 
Northeast. The 11-convention partner­
ship started in 2000 but has been slow 
to gather steam. It lasts through 2007. 

Impact Northeast is a "very expan­
sive and ambitious partnership," 
Sewell said. ''This partnership is a new 
paradigm. Impact Northeast draws 
from the very best resources of all these 
conventions to ·address church growth 
and leadership needs in any of those 
five irp.pact conventions." 

David Waltz, executive director of 

themes surface in talking to minis­
ters- great need for both prayer and 
financial resources. 

"Land is almost all gone," Charles 
Barnes, coordinator of Impact North­
east, said regarding the Baltimore­
Washington area. "And it is very, very 
expensive." 

While much of the Northeast is 
largely secular today, itis notaregion 
without its own Baptist and Christian 
heritage. The first Baptist church in the 
coJJtinent was started in Rhode Island 
some 350 years ago, and the Great 
Awakening of the 18th century cen­
tered in that part of the country. 

Many in New England are proba­
bly not aware of their Christian histo­
ry; said Michael Dean, international 

• ministries coorinator for the Greater 
Boston Baptist Association. 

_Baptists from tile South who min~ 
iste.r.,i~ the North~~tJor. short orJotigA 
sp~p'f ;WiU haye to cross cultural 
bounaaries, said Robert Cochran bf , 
the.District of Coluiµbia Baptist Con'- d 

verition. '1Jiey will.'discover that Go~,;; 
crosses with them."' 

. _J:k,..;:;:,~; ~t.;w*::i.fi:;w/4.}i/fiL~:~,:,.:::~, , ~~1«.,im·t{t':> 

the Pennsylvania/South Jersey Baptist 
Convention, said there is excitement 
among Baptists in the Northeast just 
knowing that there are people in the 
South who care. 

"It's sometimes overwhelming to 
see the great need" in the region, and it 
can be discouraging, he said. 

"We need lots more churches," 
Waltz added. 'There are entire coun­
ties with no Southern Baptist work" in 
Pennsylvania/South Jersey, including 
one such county with a population of 
100,000 people. 

"We have the strategies in place," 
Waltz said. "We just need the resourc­
es, the people." 
With additional reporting by Editor Tren­
nis Henderson 

■ Powert named Truett Seminary dean. 
Paul Powell, who retired in 1998 as 
president of the Southern Baptist Annuity 
Board, has been named dean of Baylor 
University's Truett Theological Seminary. 
Powell was appointed by Baylor President 
Robert Sloan as the third dean of the six­
year-old seminary. He will begin his new 
role Feb. 26. Baylor officials recently said 
they hope the 250-student seminary will 
double its enrollment in the next few years. 
Truett is one of three schools designated to 
benefit from Texas Baptists' reallocation of 

refused to sign the statement, Gray 
acknowledged that a small number of 
adjunct faculty members have declined to 
do so. 

■ Reccord unveils new,agency theme. 
Bob Reccord, president of the Southern 
Baptist North American Mission Board, 
launched the agency's new five-year theme 
~an. 11, "On Mission Together for 
Kingdom Growth." Reccord said NAMB's 
focus is twofold: communicating the 
"greatest message ever given" and 
equipping and mobilizing churches to 
accomplish the "greatest mission ever 
undertaken." He said the new theme is 
designed to reinforce with Southern 

professor of practical theology and director 
of the practical missions office and 
denominational relations office. 

■ Historical society donations up. 
Bolstered by a nearly 19 percent increase 
in donations, the Southern Baptist 
Historical Society finished 2000 in the 
black, according to Charles Deweese, the 
group's executive director. Deweese said 
contributions accounted for 60 percent of 
the society's annual income of $170,000. 
Since the 1997 dissolution of the Southern 
Baptist Historical Commission as part of 
Southern Baptist Convention restructuring, 
the society has functioned as an 
independent organization. 

interim dean of the music school, will direct 
congregational. singing. • 

■ CBF seeks volunteers for China. The 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship is seeking 
teachers and colleges students to 
participate this summer in volunteer 
projects in China. A three-week cultural 
exchange program is available June 14-July 
5 for students. Volunteers also are needed 
to teach conversational English to Chinese 
teachers and students July 6-Aug. 5. For 
more information about volunteer 
opportunities, contact David or Ann Wilson 
at (517) 835-1536. 

• budQet funds last fall. 

■ Southwestern faculty sign statement. 
Nearly all faculty members at Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, 
Texas, have signed the 2000 version of the 
Baptist Faith and Message, according to 
Scotty Gray, vice president for academic 
administration. Seminary President Ken 
Hemphill said faculty members have until 
March to sign the revi§,~d document. Gray 

. added that all full-timeiand adjunct facu l,ty 
must sign the statement in order to teach. 
Although no full-time faculty members have 

Baptist constituencies that "we're stronger 
together than we are separately." 

■ W.Va. exec joins Mid-America faculty. 
Jere Phillips, executive director of the West 
Virginia Convention of Southern Baptists 
since 1995, has resigned to join the'faculty 
of Mid-'America Baptist Theological ' 
SeminaJY in Memphis. Phillips, 49, will 
begin his new role Feb. 1 as associate 
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■ Southern offers annual hymn sing. 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary's 
school of church music and worship will 
host its fifth annual community hymn sing 
Feb. 6. The program, which offers 
participants an opportunity to sing favorite 
hymns ofJtie church, will be at 7:30 p.m. 
in Alumni'Memorial Chapel on the 
seminary's Louisville campus. Tom Bolton,' 

■ Educators group chooses leader. 
Lawcence Klempnauer has been named 
executive director of the Baptist Association 
of Christian Educators. Klempnauer retired 
at the end -of 2000 after serving 20 years as 
Southwestern Baptist Theological, 
Seminary's vice president for student 
services. He wiU be responsible for 
administrative needs of the educators 
association which meets annually and 
publishes a bimonthly journal. 

• 
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KENTUCKY 
Cold winter, higher gas prices squeeze ministry centers 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

PIPPA PASSES-Lawrence Bald­
ridge always had hoped of organizing 
a revolving fund that could help low­
income residents of southeastern Ken­
tucky with such financial crises as the 
current utility rate hikes. 

But few recipients can repay loans, 
meaning Caney Baptist Center has no 
funds available to help residents strug­
gling to cope with huge natural gas 
bills. 

Among them is a member of Caney 
Baptist Church, who told him she has 
no way to pay her $500 gas bill, which 
is about double any previous invoice. 

"She may cut the gas off and use 
electric," Baldridge said. "We just 
don't have any funds to help people. 
We've had several requests. Every 
winter there are some, but not as many 

as this year." 
Elsewhere around the common­

wealth, other community ministries are 
seeing similar problems. While she 
doesn't have much data yet, Sandra 
Williams of Elkhorn Baptist Associa­
tion said she sees indicators that high 
utility costs are having an impact on 
Lexington residents. 

Williams has been getting five calls 
a week asking for help lately, compared 
to two a week last winter. At one of its 
weekly feeding programs recently, the 
association distributed 577 sack lunch­
es, up from 250 a year ago. 

"Part of that is because people are 
spending money on utilities," she said. 
"We serve quite a few homeless, but a 
lot of these people are working or try­
ing to work and can't make ends meet." 

But the help the association can of­
fer is limited. Its guidelines allow for 
$100 per family per year to help pay 

rent and utility bills. 
In West Louisville, Baptist Fellow­

ship Center allows a maximum. of $50 
in assistance for a family every three 
months. Director William Blackford 
said that is a bare minimum of the help 
needed. 

What is disturbing, he said, is that 
many requests for assistance are com­
ing from people who have jobs but 
don't make enough to meet their needs. 

"With welfare reform we have to 
deal with th_e working poor," he said. 
"The thing of the working poor is a 
major issue. The idea is if you work, 
you can take care of yourself. With the 
high percentage of single-parent 
homes, that can be devastating." 

, At East Louisville Community 
Ministries, director Robert Peters 
hasn't seen a large increase in requests 
for help with utility payments. 

But he expects that to change as 

• soon as other resources, such as assis­
tance from federally-funded programs, 
run low. His agency provides a maxi­
mum of $300 a year for rent and utili­
ties, although customarily granting 
about half that sum. 

"We're getting an increasing num­
ber of calls, but normally people wait 
until they hit the limit," he said. "Peo­
ple will wait until they get (bills total­
ing) over $300 and get a cut-off no­
tice." 

Utility bills are hitting the ministries 
hard, too. The Baptist Fellowship Cen­
ter's $2,600 bill this month is more 
than double last January's. Blackford 
saw his bill double at home, too. 

"I felt overwhelmed," he said. "I 
was overwhelmed when I looked at the 
fellowship center's bill and at my own 
bill. But as far as heating bills, what 
God has said is, 'I'm going to be with 
you."' 

Higher gas bills forcing .churches to make tough decisions 
Continued from page 1 
increasingly used to generate electrici­
ty, and we've had the biggest boom in 
peacetime history, so that has an im-

. pact." 
Bennett said LG&E's gas supply 

costs make up the largest portion of 
bills. Its filing last November sought a 
50 percent increase for supply costs, 
which he said simply are passed along 
to consumers . 

"That has been complicated by De­
cember being the coldest . month on 
record," he said. 'The previous De­
cember was very mild." 

Despite more moderate tempera­
tures in January, an additional increase 
is probable. LG&E recently filed for a 
yet-to-be-determined supply cost ad­
justment, effective Feb. 1. 

The director of the stewardship 
department for the Kentucky Baptist 
Convention said the impact of utility 
costs might not be felt for a couple of 
months but adjustments are likely. 

Doug Strader said he's concerned 
that congregations pinched to pay heat 
bills might trim Cooperative Program 
contributions, which he said will have 
a domino effect throughout the conven­
tion. 

"They don't want to, but it's not 
something right at hand like the light 
bill or the pastor's salary," said Strad­
er, whose own church just received a 
$6,000 utility bill. "Churches are go­
ing to have to cut somewhere. I don't 
know how they're going to do it." 

Sometimes the solution calls for 
even more money. At South Side Bap­
tist, Pike recently purchased five kero­
sene heaters. He said he also hopes to 
replace three old furnaces in the activ­
ity center with one, energy-efficient 
unit. 

Churches with the resources should 
investigate computer-controlled ther­
mostats, according to the pastor of Ol­
ivet Baptist Church in Paducah. 

Tommy Tucker said Olivet in­
stalled half a dozen programmable 
units in 1989, which has kept its utility 
costs at 1989 levels despite an increase 
in space. The church also installed a 
new boiler last year for its sanctuary, 
the most expensive area to heat. 

"We've done a pretty good job in 
managing our money," he said. ''Be­
cause we have the different units, we 
can program them for one or two sec­
tions at a time and not heat the whole 
building." 

Energy-efficient doors are another 
wise investment, said Charles Blair, 
director of missions for West Kentucky 
Baptist Association. • 

He said New Hope Baptist Church 
in Clinton installed new doors at the 
entry area into its main building, help­
ing reduce heat loss. 

Another West Kentucky Associa­
tion church, Burkley Baptist in Arling­
ton, has combined its Sunday program. 
It wraps morning and afternoon servic­
es around a fellowship meal. By fin­
ishing earlier, the church reduced its 
heating and energy requirements. 

"We are counseling folks to cut 
back to 65 degrees," Blair said. "A re­
duction of space used and only heating 
the auditorium from Saturday night 
until the end of the Sunday morning 
service will help." 

The director of missions for North­
ern Kentucky Baptist Association sug­
gested inspecting for gas leaks. 

·Rick Robbins said he found the as­
sociation's office building had several 
leaks: The utility employee who 
checked the center told him such leaks 
are common because joints and pipes 
get brittle with age. 

Robbins said churches should low-

er thermostats, take conservation seri­
ously and make sure doors and win­
dows are sealed properly. 

"We absolutely are very wasteful 
people. One of my pet peeves is the 
church is shut down 164 hours a week. 
That's not very efficient," he said. 

Congregations also ·can investigate 
a payment method used by home own­
ers called "budget billing" to avoid 
unpleasant surprises. . _ 

While set monthly payments aren't 
always available for commercial ac­
counts, LG&E's Bennett said that in 
many cases churches can go on a bud­
get plan. Or there's the possibility of 
deferred payments, he said. 

Another way of meeting the chal­
lenge is to make the problem known 
to members, said Kevin McCallon, 
pastor of First Baptist Church in Pad­
ucah, where the latest gas bill was dou­
ble last January's bill. 

"I don't think anybody can be pre­
pared for that kind of increase," he said. 
"If you explain what the problem is and 
let it be known there's a need, people 
tend to respond to that. Baptist people 
respond and know the Lord. depends 
on them to make good choices with the 
money He's giving them." 

Liquor opponents win two West Kentucky wet-dry votes but lose another 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

GRAND RIVERS-Pastor Mark 
Gill sees a philosophical divide in this 
Kentucky Lake community of about 
350people. 

Some people want it to stay like 
Mayberry, the fictional home of TV's 
Andy Griffith. Others want it to be­
come another Pigeon forge, Tenn., 
home to Dollywood and other tourist 
attractions, said Gill, pastor of Grand 
Rivers Baptist Church. • 

Both groups went to the polls 
Jan. 16 to vote on a measure to allow 
liquor sales "by the drink" in four res­
taurants. Alcohol opponents carried the 

·day, winning the vote 150-85. 
"( Our side) wanted to keep it whole­

some," said Gill, who acted as spokes­
man for a citizens group. ''But our main 
concern was to oppose it in a way that 
wouldn't divide our community." 

Grand Rivers was one of three 
West Kentucky communities that cast 
wet-dry votes last week. The elections 
occurred under a state law that per­
mits local referendums on liquor sales 
in restaurants. The restaurants must 
seat at least 100 people and derive 70 
percent of revenues from food sales. 

Neighboring Calvert City also re­
jected alcohol sales, although by a nar­
rower 544-480 count. Residents of the 
Meadows precinct in Morganfield 
passed a measure to allow sales at 
Breckenridge Golf and Country Club. 
The _vote was 63 to 40. 

Two more votes are scheduled 
Jari. 30 in Somerset and Burnside. 

Last Friday, Pulaski County Circuit 
Court Judge Daniel Venters denied a 
motion for an injunction against the 
votes. It was filed by Jeff Trapp, at­
torney for the Temperance League of 
Kentucky. • 

The league also is challenging the 

constitutionality of the legislation that 
permitted the votes and has appealed 
a similar case to the Kentucky Su­
preme Court. The court has not yet 
ruled on whether it will hear the ap­
peal. 

. Trapp also is hoping the legislature 
will reconsider the referendum option. 

"I'm aware that a bill is being in­
troduced to repeal the law," he said. "It 
will be introduced in the House, where 
the prospects are good, but in the Sen­
ate they're iffy." 

Many alcohol opponents have been 
dismayed that the local option elections 
have been held, but Gill said Grand 
Rivers' vote had a positive impact by 
sparking community participation in 
government. 

Meeting weekly for two months, 
Citizens for a Dry and Wholesome 
Community erected about 200 yard 
signs, distributed literature and led a 
voter registration drive. On election 

eve, the group sponsored a prayer 
march that attracted about 125 people. 

The issue also raised awareness that 
more citizens must get involved in the 
town, where only six people ran for six 
council seats in the last election, he 
said. 

'There hasn't been a lot of interest," 
the pastor said. "But now the citizens 
group wants to come together once a 
quarter for a potluck dinner." 

Gill added that he's grateful the vote 
is over, saying tempers frayed as the 
campaign drew to a close. The issue is 
divisive in every community, he said, 
with some advocates taking it person­
ally when liquor opponents vote 
against allowing a business to increase 
its sales. 

"As best you can, stay focused on 
the issue," he advised others who might 
face similar votes. "You're voting on 
the legalization of the sale of alcohol, 
and there is a moral right and wrong." 

BLUEGRASS BURGOO 

■ Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children's 
Cornerstone Counseling 
center in Oldham County 
recently relocated and 
has added a new 
counselor. The 
outpatient Christian 
counseling center is now 
located in the old 
Ballardsville Baptist 
Church building at 4901 
S. Hwy. 53. Mike Clark is 
the counselor for the La 
Grange office. Clark 
previously was the 
clinical coordinator and 
marriage and family 
therapist for New Life 
Clinic of Louisville, a 
counselor for the Ohio 
Valley Counseling Center 
in Louisville and pastoral 
counselor for two 
Baptist churches in 
Louisville. For more 
information about the 
Oldham County office, 
call (502) 225-0011. 

■ Campbellsville 
University will host 
visitation days for high 
school seniors Feb. 4-5 
and March 4-5. For 
more information, 
contact the school's 
office of admissions at 
(270) 789-5312 or toll­
free (800) 264-6014. 
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Earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once for 

all delivered to the 
saints.-Jude 3 

Disagree in love Eternal impact 
Christ said, ''Love your neighbor as I choose to be a Southern Baptist 

yourself." As a church we have taught because I believe we have the best way 
the teachings of the Bible from the be- of sharing Christ with the world and 
ginning. We fellowship in Christ as a that Southern Baptists have stayed true 
family of God, but do we come to to what the Word of God says. 
church and educate each other in the However, I am distraught over the 
Word of God and not live it ourselves? public battles that have been waged 

As a young Christian, I am forced within our denomination. It is causing 
to watch most church life from the us to lose sight of the battle we must 
sidelines. Most youth are actively in- win, the battle for souls to build the 
volved but our age makes -------!I kingdom of Christ. Our 
it difficult to participate in ~-----l ~ discussions take energy, 
high committees iµid orga- L:J ~\ time and passion away 
nizations. Though I stand 1)-~J from our purpose. I am 
on the sidelines, I see the r- certain that Satan is thrilled 
way people address issues -• 1 with our disagreements. At 
concerning the church. I a time when religious free-

Di vision in Southern 

1 
1 doms are being lost, our 

Baptist ideology and that little skirmishes seem very 
of other church communi- liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil petty. 

western Recorder is ties has been apparent too . . Let me share an ex~-
published weekly by western long. As a young member and a Chris- pie of what this has done to the king­

Recorder Inc., an agency of tian of growing faith, I am appalled at dom of Christ. My in-laws don't know 
the Kentucky Baptist the actions of both parties. The news- Christ. We have witnessed to them for 

Convention, Box 43969, letters and papers do nothing but shat- more than 10 years. 
Louisville, KY 40~53, except ter the names of people and churches. Recently, my father-in -law has be-

for one week in July and Even in disagreement, Christians come quite interested in Southern Bap-
. De~ember. For general should act in love through conflict. tist faith, not as a matter of salvation 
mformatio_n, call (502~ 244• The church is a ~ouse of God, not a 'but for the sheer controversy. His city 
6470. Fax. (502) 244 6474. I & b ttl di · -· · him I f 
Periodicals postage paid at p ace 1or a e over ~agreemg opm- newspaper gives p enty? reason 

Louisville Ky. ions. Southern Baptists and other to doubt that we know anything about 
To subscribe: Send $1'1_66 church co~unities are making . salvation. ~elovestoco!11'rontusabout 

for a one-year, individual chw:c_h a pol~tlcal place. If the churc~ these topics a_nd he is completely 
• subscription. Group fa~nllies contlnue the power grapple, it c~o~ed to attending our_ church when he 

subscriptions on the church will destroy them. VlSlts us. Instead ofbemg able to share 
budget plan are $9.25 per During the Great Schism of 1378, the gospel with my in-laws, we con-

, . year. An additio_nal c~ur~h,~ th~ ppests_ ran the church and ~e.go,y~. • ~tantly are brought into arguments over 
nliwsletter Sll!v1ce·1s,a~~1l~ble _1_ ·'~f!lfe,ent: 'T'he chy.rch Wfil}ttH {09 Itu1¢h I~ wh!t_our ·den01;n.m,~tion is doing. _ . 
) or churches of all sizes. -All· · • ower aiif~icle'ifi~ hdu~of Gtid aB"I · " 1 

' ' aybe for'th6se 'hea'v'il' involved 
-&atlscriptibns iare payable,ih_,- t~rli( f6Ppo~'et!strllgg1e~Tfii~'strug- b•>fir( • ,i('µiscussions about the Baptist 

advance, excep~ church gle eventually resulted in The Protes- Faith and Message, one family's eter-
accounts, which require a tax R & • • • • • h · I 

exemption number. tant e1ormation. - ~ty is not as 11!1Portant as V: o wms. 
. People today can learn a lot from Just have to think that my m-laws are 

POSTMASTER. Send addresp history but don't take advantage of it. not the only lost people in the world 
corrections to: Western . . . -

Recorder Box 43969 By hvmg m fear and hatred of one an- who see our arguments and have these 
Louisvill~. KY 40253'. other, we not only set bad examples for thoughts.I fear for the future and where 

others but make spectacles of ourselves we as Baptists are headed. I fear that 
by being cruel to people we should be we are building walls of conflict rather 
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Jenny Goodhue Regina Kinslow Schrock 

Louisville Madisonville 

Kentucky Baptist missions involvement 
"And ye shall be witnesses unto Me 

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and unto the uttemwst 
part of the earth" ( Acts 1 :8 ). 

Kentucky Baptists continue to be 
involved in international 
partnership missions in 
many ways. Our convention 
currently has international 
partnerships with Baptists in 
Poland and Tanzania and 
with the English-speaking 
churches of the European 
Baptist Convention. For in­
terested volunteers, there are 
opportunities in evangelism, . 
vacation Bible school, start- B111 Mackey 
ing new churches, Bible 
conferences, door-to-door witnessing, 
outreach in schools, medical missions, 
construction, Experiencing God semi­
nars, ministries, teaching workshops, 
worship services, student ministries 
and many other ways to be involved. 

Churches can receive brochures and 
lists of available partnership projects 
from the Kentucky Baptist Convention 
partnership missions department by 
calling (502) 244-6462 or (888) 
254-5724 or by sending e-mail to 

Calvin_ Wilkins@kybaptist.org. Infor­
mation also is available on the KBC 
Web site at www.kybaptist.org. 

KBC volunteers have done much to 
assist Baptist work in the partnership 

areas . But there is much 
more that needs to be done. 

In Poland, KBC Coordi­
nators John and Jan Strim­
ple have expressed gratitude 
for the volunteers who have 
served in the past but are 
concerned that many needs 
are unmet. Volunteers cur­
rently are needed for 
projects in the following ar-
eas: English language and 
student evangelism (March­

April), evangelism and construction 
(March 6-19), construction (March 20-
April 2 and April 3-16). 

Larry and Joy Lindsey are on-site 
coordinators in Tanzania. They gained 
experience in Russia as coordinators 
and God has been gracious to enable 
them to serve again. The people of 
Tanzania are so receptive to the gospel 
that hundreds might be saved in one 
week of ministry. In Tanzania, volun­
teers are needed for the follow_ing 
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Resist creedalism 
To maintain credibility in the era of • 

"postrnodernism," Baptists must refo­
cus on the believer-priesthood concept 
and the church's mission. Recent ac­
tions in state conventions regarding the 
fundamentalist/Calvinist-revised Bap­
tist Faith and Message constitute de­
nominational lockstep/creedal ap­
proaches that Baptists should resist; 
instead formulating personal systems 
of belief based on individual study and 
prayer. 

A good point of departure is the dif­
ference between salvation and recon­
ciliation, terms usually taught as syn­
onymous. Salvation, an "earth thing" 
appropriated by believers consciously 
accepting Christ as Savior, governs 
their mode of living and giving. Rec­
onciliation, a "forever thing" actuated 
by Christ's death, applies to everyone. · 

The notion that God, though re­
sponsible for the existence of all hu­
mans, will "elect" or otherwise redeem 
only an elitist number is logically and 
biblically unsound, as is even the pos­
sibility God will burn people or souls 
alive for one second, much less an eter­
nity. To believe that Jesus died for just 
some is to trivialize His work of re­
demption and accuse God of outright 
eternal discrimination and cruelty. 

Even though current Baptist hierar­
chy insists the believer's major respon­
sibility is "witnessing/saving people 
from hell," Christ's major concern was 

. saving their lives on earth. He outlined 
the church's mission in His wrap.sup 
M'f!elief.ers' respqnsil;>ilitie~: µ>ve an4 
respect Goo, love neighbor as self. 

Paul said eternal life is a free gift 
(Romans 6:23), meaning no strings at­
tached and for all people (Colossians 
1:19-;W). Believers must reexamine 
terms such as hell, perish, death, saved, 
condemnation, etc., for their symbol­
ism and meaning. Because of judg­
ment, eternity may not be the same for 
all, but it's not designed for torture. 

James L Clark 
Lexington 

projects: Construction and vacation 
Bible scho9l (March 7-23), prayer walk 
(March 28-April 13), evangelism and 
discipleship (May 16-June 1) and 
prayer walk (May 16-June 1). 

Kenneth and Marianne Brown are 
the new coordinators for the European 
Baptist Convention partnership. They 
are located in Germany, but will coor­
dinate projects with 22 countries. The 
67 churches and 10 missions are all 
English-speaking. 

Most projects will involve smaller 
teams. More than one-third of the 
churches are without pastors at any one 
time so long-term supply pastors are 
needed. The initial projects in Europe 
include: Family life conference (March 
27-April 3), musical crusade and evan­
gelism (March, May and July) and con­
struction (April 16-27). 

Church leaders are encouraged to: 
■ Secure information about the in­

ternational partnerships. 
■ Pray about opportunities where 

you can serve. 
■ Consider involving your church 

in a project. _ 
■ Consider a church-to-church 

partnership. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Bap_tist Convention 

New year offers 
stewardship 
growth opt! ans 
By Doug Strader 

I am thankful that we have a 
new year for many reasons, but 

• one reason is 
that it gives 
us an oppor­
tunity to start 
over. I like 
new begin­
nings be­
cause it offers 
a fresh start, 
allowing us 

to leave behind those things that 
did not work out the way we 
planned. It also offers us the op­
portunity to try something new. It 
gives us the chance to grow, to get 
outside our comfort zones and to 
color outside the lines. 

The beginning of a new year 
is a wonderful time to challenge 
Christians to commit to being bet­
ter financial stewards. Some of the 
ways to accomplish the goal of de­
veloping better financial steward­
ship include: 
■ "Successful Christian Finan­

cial Management" is a one-day 
event that challenges people to be 
better stewards of their resources • 
by becoming mort responsible (Q!i ,, 

• the way they handle their money. 
• This one-day seminar has been 

used all across the Southern Bap­
tist Convention to change the way 
people use their money. You can 
call our office to get more infor­
mation about this seminar. 
■ ''Managing Your Money for 

the Master" is another small-group 
resource that can be used for six 
weeks · to challenge Christians to 
use • their money according to 
God's plan. This resource could be 
used to begin small groups after 
hosting the one-day seminar men­
tioned above. This resource is 
available only from our office. Call 
our office for more details. 
■ Life Way has released a new 

resource titled "Jesus on Money," 
. which consists of three six-week 
studies. Each six-week study fo­
cuses on a different stage in life 
and explores how our needs, hab­
its and attitudes must change ac­
cordingly. These studies can be 
purchased through LifeWay 
Christian Resources. 

Many churches have learned 
that January and February are 
good months to have a church­
wide financial stewardship em­
phasis. With fewer activities on 
the church calendar, church mem­
bers are more likely to respond to 
a financial stewardship emphasis. 
Our office has several financial 
stewardship resources that could 
be used in such an emphasis. For 
information, call our office at 
(888) 254-5708 or e-mail at • 
douglas_strader@kybaptist.org. 

Doug Strader is director of the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's steward­
ship department 
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Identify strengths, weaknesses 
to improve marital relationship 
0: My wife and I resolved to improve our marriage in the 
new year. It's almost February and we're in the same rut. 
How can we improve our relationship? 

The first step in improving your relationship is to identify if 
you mainly want to deepen strong points of the marriage or 
to shore up some weaknesses in the relationship. Many times 
partners assume that the other one 
wants the same things out of the 
marriage. So having an open 
conversation about what each partner 
wants from the relationship is essential. 

Any motivation to improve a marriage 
is enhanced by focusing on the strengths 
in the relationship. What are the-0 points of 
the marriage that keep _both,partners in 
the marriage? What do you learn of value 
from the other person? What do you genuinely like about 
your partner? Marriage partners are more likely to work on a 
marriage if they each feel appreciated by their partner. 

The next step in improving a marriage is to reflect honestly 
on the rough spots in the relationship. Reading books 
together about marriage can be a starting point for 
discussion. Attending marriage enrichment weekends is 
another option. An additional possibility is to attend 
counseling sessions with a certified pastoral counselor or 
other Christian counsel9r who is licensed or certified. A third 
person often can give a couple insights that are more 
objective than thoughts from either partner. 

As Christians, we are exhorted to "strive for the high mark 
that is our calling in Christ." Certainty, God ordains marriage 
for our personal joy and spiritual edification. A new year that 
emphasizes growing closer together in Christ will be a year of 
spiritual growth. Blessings on your journey.-Suzanne Coyle 

0: Like many divorced dads, I recently had my 13-year-old 
daughter and 15-year-old son for a week over the 
Christmas holidays. While I-enjoyed them, it was awkward 
and embarrassing at times. I quickly ran out of things to 
talk about and was at a loss for something fun to do. My­
new wife and her son felt left out as it was. We went to a 
movie, to my church and watched too much TV. I see them 
once or twice a month for Saturday afternoon, but I just 
don't know what to do or say around them. Help! 

Children need parents to love, appreciate and spend time 
and provide for them. Teens also need parents to join their 
world and to enjoy their interests. It sounds like you love your 
teenagers. I hope that you tell them with words, hugs, time 
and gifts. They also need you to do things for them. Help 
them get their plans accomplished. Take them to their 
activities, parties and places that interest them. Ask them 
ahead of time what they want to do.-

Most teens are not "big" on just sitting down to talk with 
parents. Find activities to do while you talk. Play board 
games; participate in sports together; work on a project; 
make a second-family photo album; or go to a musical 
presentation together. 

Work at understanding your children. Ask them about their 
friends, activities, music, church and dreams. When they 
begin to share, listen in a focused style. Give them your 
undivided attention. Look at them when they talk. Do 
whatever. it takes to signal that you want to know them better. 
You are at a disadvantage because they are not with you day 
in and day out. Make the most of your time to be acquainted 
with them as unique individuals. Nurture them in faith, hope 
and love.-Wade Rowatt 

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, associate director of 
Cornerstone Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and 
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade 
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center 
in Louisville; and James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send questions for Family Forum to 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us 
at wesrec@ntr.net. 

OPINION 
Graham visit sets stage for spiritual harvest 

What.a tremendous way to launch a new century of 
ministry. Billy Graham's decision to lead a crusade this 
summer in Louisville sets the stage for one of the most 
spiritually significant events possible for the benefit of 

a crusade to Louisville. He told area Christian leaders 
that the team's goal is to "come to partner with you." 

Louisville and the surrounding region. 

The challenge is for Baptists, Methodists, Presbyte­
rians, Episcopalians and numerous other denominations 
to set aside differences and work together for the spread 

Graham, one of the most respected reli­
gious leaders in modem history, has faithful­
ly and effectively proclaimed the gospel for 
more than 50 years in hundreds of crusades 
around the world. His sense of God's timing 
to lead his first crusade in Kentucky in 30 
years indicates a combination of spiritual need 
and spiritual readiness among people through­

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 
EDITOR 

of the gospel without worrying about who gets 
the credit. Huston, director of North Ameri­
can ministries for the Billy Graham Evange­
listic Association, said the key is to "model 
the kind of unity that the Christian witness 
should give to the outside world." 

out the greater Louisville area. 
Corning on the heels of recent ministry ef­

forts led by Promise Keepers, Tony Evans and 
Franklin Graham, the June 21-24 crusade 
promises to build on that momentum through­
out the Christian community and beyond. 

Rick Marshall, the Graham association's 
director of crusades, said prayer is the most 
essential ingredient in crusade preparation. 
"Wherever God's people gather, we need 
them to pray," he _urged. "We need God to do 
in and through us what we cannot do for our­
selves. But we must pray." 

During last week's official kickoff event Trennis Henderson 
With Graham's advancing age and fragile 

health, there is little doubt that this will be his 
final crusade effort in Kentucky. That's all the 

more reason for Christians to -band together to pray, 
work, witness and invite unbelievers to hear God's 
message shared by God's servant. 

announcing the crusade, Al Mohler empha­
sized that the crusade offers "a great opportunity for 
unity in our community." Mohler, chairman of the cru­
sade's executive committee, said leaders are praying that 

• "a great harvest will come out of this crusade." 
While that is a worthy goal, Graham spokesman Ster­

ling Huston said the crusade team is "unable to import 

Spiritual fields are ripe for harvest in Louisville and 
beyond. Plan to be an active part of the 2001 Greater 
Louisville Billy Graham Crusade. 

Recorder staff working to correct church page glitches 
It's not quite the Y2001 bug, but the 

new year has ushered in some techno­
logical challenges for the W estem Re­
corder and other non-profit periQdicals 
across the nation. 

New postal regulations and glitch­
es in related software, combined with 
normal holiday-retated delays, have 
contributed to a series of production 
and delivery delays and errors. For the 

Western Recorder, these problems 
have most directly affected delivery of 
church newspage editions. . .. 

Wjth dozeqs of Kentucky Baptist 
churches and • associations partnering 
with the Recorder to produce, print and 
mail their customized editions each 
week, delays reduce the timeliness and 
usefulness of the newspage informa­
tion. 

coon" John :sm1 
were especially impressed. Yet 

As we noted last week, tb,e .rise when the Christian Baptist began to 
of Baptist journalism in Kentucky appear in the commonwealth, read­
cojncided with the begi.nnings ofthe ers discovered that Caplpbell also 

, movement in Americlll),
1 
religion had some strong criticisms of the 

i. known as Campbellism, after its ways of the Baptists . .. 
~.:i!Jounder, Alexander 9ampbeU In his attempt t6'r~.~Jore ; ~ure 
{ (US~-1866). In fact, . the NewTestlltne,qtE;hristian-
!1 appearance in Kentucky· . , 1 , " ity ," Campb~Jl varied 

ampbell 's month- 'I. wjth the Baptistofhis 
y journal, the Chris- ' era in several ways: 

ian Bapti~t. in the I.,_~ IManyKentucky 
e·a. rly 1820s, was a . Baptists had a _cal-
primary factor in the • vinistidpredestinar-
beginnings of Ken- ian leaning-Camp-
tucky Baptist jou.r- ' bell did not agree. 
nalism. -1.kl,..._ ~ I Baptist doctrine 

·exander .. Camp- r,,,;!IYERS~~ in tqose q~ys was 
like his ,, fatller, . +. • , spelled o'u(m:~;:Iong and 

• '·ehtest;e!;~~~ll! $[~
1

:I as the p~fi~t:h~-~~sfJi~r 
S~tes.frotn,~e1.,~~ tne F~ith. In any ca,sp,.,ctJw~~ll'qpl 
settled in'. th~:i ~e~;;.tg.at • posed all.such "man'~~d~,£fpeds~;• 

estem P~nnsylvaniafYvest I AiilongtheBaptists•ofthatera, 
. Moving away fro:m.fthe when individuals \'\'.~, converted, 
rians, especially <>n';~e jdea they were required !O reJ11,te their 

stination and the practi~e of "experience" of conversidn before 
,aptism, Alexandt;r ~pbell the church, which wotlld then"vote" 
associated with tf)e :S-aptjsts . on whether the experiepc:e was val-. 
region. becoihiiigt.~◊y#r' aS id: Campbell ,deno,l!ft~ 't.his PJO· 
debater and.'Yfitet; ag~ttlj~ • cess, claimi11g that ~1&Yl}P~e •• s~te-

1~• i=t=~ 
eaders fr1 north Eentrti.1'.lpd I Althdugh <:;atnp~lJ .and the 

Kentu~ky; M,iQist~t~:~llfpt\S;,.y Baptists were almqst !Y,Q~rai,nong 
'all of Louisville'-ami /~ac~. ;;, thiistians of tl:t~ir day'u,i'practicihg 

We apologize to our church page 
subscribers for this inconvenience. The 
Recorder staff-,is working closely witl\ 
the'postal service and other sources to 
correct the problem as quickly and ef­
ficiently as possible. 

In the meantime, we appreciate 
your patience. We look forward to 
serving all of our readers with the qual-

• ity and timeliness you deserve. 

clearly felt thaffne act of baptism it­
self was extremely imP9rtant in sal-

• vation. His later followers insisted 
(as some do today) that it was nec­
essary to salvation. 

I Campbell also pisagreed with 
Baptists g~tl:tetjpg'into associations, 
organiz}ng/sch{),9J~· and missionary 
societies and any 9ther practice that 
he felt was not explicitly spelled out 
in the New Testament. . 

The struggle in Kentucky be­
tween the followers of Campbell and 
the traditional Baptists continued for 
nearly a decade: By the time the dust 
had cleared in tb,e ~arly 1830s, near­
lypne-third off!iel3aptists in Ken­
tucky ha9 affiliatedwith."Christian"• 
churc)les . . ;;:Ge9jgito,wn 0' College, -;: 
founded ~x~a~~.t1I~gers-;i-o l .$49, • r 
:~~,~ri%t,i{~~1~r ii 

Earli 
Clack,, G~big~,1:waitfr anct' Urie 
Chambers· ~a<t: 17:tib!tshed theif pa 
pers -•- in ,an •effqtt-t;{o··cotnbat Cain 
bell's writi#gsi;ilnJacr, ,for'most o. 
the rest of the 19th ~tucy, the Bap• 
ti~t ,p~s ihKerituckv·carried on 
runninfi 
lites,"' even thoit~h'Baotist ,defc' 
tions t< 

':Jt~~~8ili'lr~liiffi~irl~ti 
some ___ - -·- -...,.-,., , -,- ~,. -- _ . 
Jack Birdwhistel{#at>r<1Jeswrpfreli-
gion <JI Georget<ijfn,Cotlege • • · 
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Pre-crusade 
events feature 

prayer, training 
I Jan. 25: Pastors' 

prayer organizational 
meeting. 

I Feb. 5-13: Crusade 
information seminars. 

I Feb. 17: Student 
leaders breakfast. 

I March 5-1 0: 
Evangelism & 

discipleship seminars. 

I March 31: Children's 
pastors and leaders & 
Love-in-Action leaders 

briefing. 

I April-May: Christian 
life & witness classes. 

I May 5: Materials 
distribution day. 

I June 5: Adult choir 
rehearsal. 

I June 21-24: Greater 
Louisville Billy Graham 

Crusade. 

For meeting times and 
locations, contact tne 

crusade office at (502) 
412-0977 or e-mail 

info@Louisville 
Crusade.org. 

MINISTRY 
Graham crusade is state's first in 3 decades 
Continued from page 1 
at Louisville's Kentucky International 
Convention Center attracted nearly 400 
area pastors and lay leaders from sev­
eral denominations. Al Mohler, chair­
man .of the crusade's local executive 
committee, extended a formal invita­
tion for Graham to c0nduct the Louis­
ville-area event. 

Mohler, president of Southern Bap­
tist Theological Seminary in Louis­
ville, described the crusade as "a great 
opportunity for unity in our communi­
ty." 

Noting that Christian leaders began 
a prayer effort 28 years ago "to pray 
for Billy Graham to return to Louis­
ville for a crusade," Mohler added, 
"Twenty-eight years is a long time to 
pray .... We need to pause and ponder 
how significant it is that God laid Lou­
isville on Dr. Billy Graham's heart." 

Looking toward the June crusade, 
Mohler said, "We are excited, we are 
focused and we are hopeful. Our prayer 
is that a great harvest will come out of 
this crusade." 

Sterling Huston, director of North 
American ministries for the Billy Gra­
ham Evangelistic Association, accept­
ed the crusade invitation on behalf of 
Graham. 

Huston said the Graham crusade 
team is_ returning to Louisville "as ser­
vants of the church. We come back 
with a sense of privilege and a sense of 
partnership." 

Huston cited Graham's ongoing 
health problems, including Parkinson's 
disease and a build-up of fluid on the 
brain. He said medical treatment last 
summer at Mayo Clinic allowed Gra­
ham to lead a successful crusade last 
fall in Jacksonville; Fla. 

"I encourage you to pray for him 
but pray with a positive outlook," Hus­
ton said. "The hand of God is upon him 
but he credits itto the prayers of God's 
people." 

Rick Marshall, director of crusades 
for Graham's evangelistic association, 

said crusade coordinators "need to 
mobilize 15,000 to 20,000 volunteers 
even before the crusade begins." 

Sharing details about training sem­
inars and other pre-crusade prepara­
tions, Marshall said, "We are an orga­
nization of volunteers. We have a job 

• for everybody." 
He said organizers will coordinate 

up to 100 pre-crusade events ranging 
from witness training classes to prayer 
meetings and choir rehearsals. 

During an interview after the meet­
ing, Huston noted that the five-month 
preparation time prior to the crusade is 
significantly shorter than the team's 
typical nine-month schedule. . 

Although "everything has to happen 
in a shorter period of time," he added, 
"it can be an advantage because every­
one is focused. It creates intensity and 
spiritual impact." 

Citing the diversity of denornina-
~~~~ ~-~~"'t'i k .L t ~.:::~~IJ\iiW dtM$: :l,._:W,~ 

OFFICIAL INVITATION Louisville-area 
Christian leaders formally extended an 
invitation last week tor evangelist Billy 
Graham to lead a crusade in Louisville June 
21-24. ■ Above: Al Mohler, chairman of 
the crusade executive committee, 
announces the event as Graham crusade 
director Rick Marshall displays the 
invitation. ■ Left: Christian vocalist 
Lame/le Harris of Louisville performs 
during the kickoff event. 

tions and individuals working to sup­
port the crusade, Huston said, ''Every­
one in spiritual leadership has some in­
dividual identity. What you're seeing 
here is people transcending differenc­
es to be united around something cen­
tral to the gospel." 

Bill Mackey, executive director of 
the Kentucky Baptist Convention, is 
among area leaders serving on the cru­
sade's general committee. 

He described the June event as·"a 
timely opportunity for the greater Lou­
isville community to have a memora­

.ble experience with Dr. Graham and 
the Graham crusade." 

"Few people impacted the 20th cen­
tury the way he did," Mackey said. '1t' s 
going to be a spiritual benchmark for 
the coming generation to have lived 
through and been a part of a Billy Gra­
ham crusade in the greater Louisville 
area." 

-·Observei\fiRds~i;nspira-tion in1~Grtlhaltls~I1e/entless,rdeiJication 
By Keri Garfield •----·•.·· 
Charkftte Observer •• 

• ' ,,C~ARWTTE, N.C,. (BPh,,Th,e more that __ _ 
Billy and Ruth Graham fighton fortheir faith, 
the more poignant it becomes. _ • _ 

The more they struggle to fend-off the 
cruel advance of age, the more • •.• 

home in Montreat igJheNqrth Carolina 
mountains after five'hip replacement i 
procedures. Family ~nd friendstell me she's 
in:cpnstant pain and sometirpes {le!$ a bit 
confused. Yet recently, a mifrketing group 
called, on her behalf Jo promote a Christmas , 
card she sketched last summer to. raise 

money for the Ruth and Billy 
inspiring it is to watch them 
promote a·crusadefcreate ~<· 
Christmas card or instruct their 

FIRST PERSON .. Grah~m Child~n·s Health 
Centefin Astieville. ... , . "fr 

PRtpe,ople fp .. help g~t their r,pessage across. 
It's one thing to.stand up for Christwhen 

you're young and strong. It's something else 
when life's constant companions are pain 
and your Bible: ··-• .••-

Often now, news about America's best­
known evangelical coupie combines the 
latest on their ministry and health. 

Billy Graham, 82, returned to the Mayo 
Clinic recently for more surgery for fluid on 
the brain. After updating his precarious 
health, the latest news release was quick to 
mention that Graham "is looking forward to 
ministry opportunities in 2001." 

Ruth Graham, 80, is in a wheelchair at 

This isn't a matter of two 
aging warriors desperately trying to cling to 
the''s'potllght, even if Billy Graham likes '' 
nothing better than to spend an hour on 
national TV with la!JY King. . 

This is amatte{oltwo aging warrlors 
desperately trying to keep up the crusade 
thathas defined their,fives, and the lives of 
the millions of people they have touched. 

I recently chatted- by phone with Ruth 
Graham about the Christmas card, which 
was inspired by her sketch of a box under a 
tree that opens to reveal the tnre gift of the 
season. 

She told me she has a "Don't ask, don't 
tell" policy about her poor health. She reads 
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her Bible e'lery day; it lay in.her lap"asw~, . 
spoke. And she believes she'd go nuts if she · 
didn't have something to do for God. 

.!:tfA didn't have.,a project," she said, "I 
think I'd die of boredom. I can't imagine · 
anything more boring than sitting in 
discomfort and pain and doing nothing." 

Her advice to those who wak~ up to 
illness or anguish every morning: 

+:Getyour mind off yourself and on other' 
people." 

Years from now,the history books will . 
talkabout the fire that marked the prime of 
Billy Graham-how this electrifying preacher 
and his wife wowed the world for Christ. 

'I'll choose to remember°the Grahams well 
past their prime-how a faltering preacher 
and his ailing wife refused to let doctors and 
wheelchairs keep them from delivering a 
mes~age that goes well beyond Christianity. 
This message is one that people of all faiths 
and even no faith can embrace: 

Never give up. 
Garfield is religion editor at The Charlotte 
Observer. Used by permission of The Charlotte 
Observer. 

Franklin Graham 
steps in for dad 
at inauguration 

WASHINGTON (RNS)­
Evangelist Franklin Graham 
took the place of his father, Bil­
ly Graham, and gave the invo­
cation at the swearing-in of 

. President-elect George W. Bush 
because the elder Graham is ill. 

Larry Ross, Billy Graham's 
spokesman, said last week that 
the elder evangelist is undergo­
ing medical tests as doctors de­
termine how best to treat the 
build-up of fluid on his brain. 

"Tests that were conducted 
last week and over the weekend 
revealed that the shunt inserted 
this summer to treat normal 
pressure hydrocephalus is not 
functioning properly," Ross 
said. 

Graham has had a role in 
eight presidential inaugural 
events, including giving the in­
vocation and benediction at the 
1989 inaugural ceremony of 
Bush's father, George Herbert 
Walker Bush. 

"I consider_ it a great privi­
lege to have been invited by 
President-elect Bush to partici­
pate in his inaugural ceremo­
ny," the elder Graham said in a 
statement. "I love and respect 
his entire family very much, 
and regret that I am not able to 
join them for this special occa­
sion." 

In addition to giving the in­
vocation at the swearing-in on 
Saturday, Franklin Graham 
preached the sermon at the in­
augural prayer service on Sun­
day at the Washington Nation­
al Cathedral. 

Ross said the elder Graham 
had been invited to speak at the 
cathedral service but had de­
clined "to conserve his energy." 

"Obviously, of course, he's 
disappointed that he can't be in 
Washington on this special oc­
casion, not only for our nation, 
but for the Bush family with 
whom he's had a warm friend­
ship for many years," Ross said. 
"At the same time, he and his 
wife Ruth ... are very proud that 
their son Franklin can offer the 
inaugural prayer in his place." 

Kirbyjon Caldwell, an Afri­
can-American pastor who leads 
Windsor Village United Meth­
odist Church in Houston, gave 
the benediction at the swearing­
in. Jan Painter of the non-de­
nominational Eagle' s Nest In­
ternational in Louisville, of­
fered a prayer at an inaugural 
breakfast. 

Other participants at the ca­
thedral service included Greek 
Orthodox Archbishop Demetri­
os; Roman Catholic Archbish­
op Theodore Mccarrick of 
Washington; Pentecostal minis-. 
ter Jack Hayford, founding pas­
tor of the Church on the Way in 
Los Angeles; and contemporary 
Christian singer Michael W, 
Smith. 
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KENTUCKY 
Murray ministry praying fo_r teachers & m~dical staff 
By Victoria Moon 
Staff Writer 

MURRAY-Doctors and teach­
ers are finding out about the power 
of prayer through the efforts of vol­
unteers at First Baptist Church of 
Murray. 

That's because the church has ap­
proximately 150 members praying 
for local professionals as part of its 
"Medical Mondays" and "Teacher 
Tuesdays" ministries. 

"A fellow member of my church 
who is a teacher came up to me af­
ter a church service and said Tues­
days were not a problem for her any­
more since she knew we were pray­
ing," said volunteer Judy Ingersoll . 

The programs are the brainchild 
of Wendell Ray, pastor of First Bap­
tist Church of Murray. While a min­
ister at First Baptist Church iri Gulf 
Breeze, Fla., Ray developed the idea 
of small groups of people praying a 
specific day for local teachers. 
Church members grew excited about 
the idea, and the Florida ministry 
grew. 

"Even • though I've left that 
church, the ministry's still going 
strong there and people are still 
praying," Ray said. 

✓✓ 
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When he came to First Baptist 
last August, Ray brought the idea 
with him, and three months later 
"Teacher Tuesdays" was born. 

According to Deborah Plummer, 
prayer ministry coordinator for First 
Baptist, more than 300 names of 
teachers and administrators in the 
Calloway County school district 
were gathered through phone calls 
to the administrative offices of the 
two school districts in their area. 

"We got a really good response," 
she said. "A lot of teachers were 
very, very grateful we were doing 
this." 

Each teacher and administrator 
was sent a letter telling them who is 
praying for them, when and why. 

Volunteers, called "intercessors," 
were assigned two to three teachers' 
names and pledged to pray for the 
needs of those teachers every Tues­
day. Plummer, a school administra­
tor herself, developed a specific 
prayer guide for intercessors to be 
aware of the needs and concerns of 
educators. 

"It's a private commitment on 
our parts," said Ingersoll, who co­
ordinates the "Medical Mondays" 
ministry as well as serving as an in­
tercessor on Teacher Tuesdays. 

Medical Mondays, started this 
month, is an extension of the Teach­
er Tuesdays idea. Ingersoll collect­
ed the names of doctors, nurses and 
medical staff in the county. 

"Because of prjvacy laws, it was 
harder to gather names of the medi­
cal personnel," Ingersoll said. "The 
doctors' names are published in a di­
rectory, so we knew we had their 
names, but had a harder time getting 
names of nurses, phru:macists and 
medical staff." 

• Finally, church members drafted 
a letter they sent to the general med­
ical community telling of their min­
istry plans and asking for names of 
people who wanted to be added to 
their prayer list. 

"We got 150 to 200 names out of 
that," Ingersoll said. "Our number of 
people to pray for multiplied by 
three when we were done." 

As on "Teacher Tuesdays," vol­
unteers pray every Monday for two 
or three medical personnel. Letters 
are sent to those being prayed for 
telling them who is praying for them 
and why. Those with special needs 
are encouraged to call the church 
office and let church staff know of 
specific requests. 
• "We've had some nice messages 

back from some doctors," Ingersoll 
said. "The comments in some of 
those letters have been a real bless­
ing to me." 

Though both ministries are rela­
tively new, they already are reaping 
big rewards both in the church and 
in the community. 

"There are two benefits about this 
ministry for the church," Ray said. 
"One, it gets people to regularly 
pray through assigning them people 
to pray for. Two, it gets people in 
the church out into the community 
and out of their comfort zone. It 
broadens their ministry. 

"We also are rebuilding the im- . 
age of what church is in this com­
munity," he added. 

Ingersoll said she's seen the ef­
fect on those she prays for firsthand. 

"I had · one of the people I pray 
for call me on the phone with a spe­
cific burden, and we prayed about it 
right there on the phone," Ingersoll 
said. "I truly believe in the power of 

• prayer." 
"I have seen the Lord move in a 

very mighty and specific way 
through prayer," Plummer said. 
"This is a faith-work we are doing, 
a faith-gift we are giving to our com­
munity." 

Youth e 

"It gets people in 
the church out into 
the community and 
out of their 
comfort zone." 
Wendell Ray, pastor of 
First Baptist Church of 
Murray 
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.• Cedarmore Baptist Conference Center 

OOKED M registrauo 

Youth "GET HOOKED" on various trends, pastimes, 
types of entertainment and types of spirituality. More 
and more youth are prone to dabble in the occult, 
cult, witchcraft, satanic worship and are intrigued by 
divination stones, contacting the dead and casting 
spells. • 

"GET HOOKED" as Discovery 2001 unmasks those 
lies that entice youth and encourages teens to know, 
understand and acceptihe truth about spirituality­
Jesus Christ. 

I John 1: l-2a says "From the very first day, we were 
there, taking it all in- we heard it with our own ears, 
saw it with our own eyes, verified it with our own 
hands. The Word of Life appeared right before our 
eyes; we saw it happen!" (The Message) 

Just as John and the disciples experienced Jesus 
Christ first-hand, youth will have opportunities 
through Bible study and worship to "GET 
HOOKED" on the truth, hear testimonies of fulfilling 
fellowship in Christ and meet the Jesus who brings 
real joy! 

Youth Camp Pastors 2001 

June 11-15 
Randy Record, Youth Evangelism Strategist 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

June 18-22 
Tim Colovos, Youth Pastor 
Hillvue Heights Baptist Church 

June 25-29 
Jon Bishop, Pastor 
Hurstbourne Baptist Church 

July 2-6 
Bill Houpt, Associate Pastor/Min. of Youth 
Hillcrest Baptist Church 

July 9-13 
Jamie Ward, Associate Pasto; 
Buck Run Baptist Church 

July 16-20 
Jay Hardwick, Youth Minister 
Shelbyville First Baptist Church 

·e.· Feb ry 1, 2001* 

July 23-27 
Steve Payne, Minister to Students • 
Lone Oak Baptist Church 

July 30-August 3 
Joe Ball, Minister of Education & Youth 
Edgewood Baptist Church 

Information has been mailed to church offices. 
For more information, contact the KBC Creative 
Ministries Department at (502) 244-6465 
or toll-free (888) 254-5714. 

Send reservation requests for Cedarmore to: 
Cedarmore Baptist Conference Center, 
PO Box 37, Bagdad, KY 40003. 

*This deadline is new, so please take notice: 
♦ Reservations postmarked February 1, 2001, will 

be given preference. 
♦ Those postmarked prior to February 1 will be 

treated as a February 2 postmark and others 
received on a space-available basis. 

♦ Only those postmarked February 1 are likely to 
get their choice of dates as many of our weeks 
fill with first-day reservations. 
Reservations will be accepted by mail only. 
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Baptists sending help to persecuted Indonesian Christians 

INDONESIA Christian 
demonstrators protest last 
year outside the provincial 

governor's office in Ambon 
City, Indonesia. Christians 
repeatedly are asking why 

the government offers 
them no protection from 

deadly attacks by well­
equipped Muslim ''iihad" 

warriors, backed by 
elements of the Indonesian 

military. (/MB file photo) 

By Brittany Jarvis 
SBC International Mission Board 

AMBON CITY, Indonesia 
(BP)-The mournful horn echoes in 
the still air at 4 a.m. 

The call to prayer resounds off 
bullet-pocked walls and empty 
buildings. The Christian remnant in 
this Indonesian village awakens to 
cry out to God for peace. • 

The Christian call to prayer has 
been sounding every night since the . 
conflict between Muslims and 
Christians erupted in Indonesia ' s 
Maluku Islands in January 1999. 
More than 4,000 people have been 
killed and as many as 500,000 peo­
ple displaced in this religious and 
political war. 

Jim Brown,. the human needs 
consultant for the Southern Baptist 
International Mission Board, recent­
ly traveled to the Maluku Islands. 
While there, his team tried to assess 
how Southern Baptists can help ref­
ugees- and gather evidence that the 
fighting is being fueled by an out­
side group. 

"Our ambassador said the only 
way the international community 
would do anything would be if they 
were able to prove outside influence 
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with this jihad war," he said. 
A breakthrough for Christians 

came in late December when Indo­
nesian President Abdurrahman W a­
hid acknowledged the influence of 
Islamic extremists and condemned 
the fighting. 

"There is an effort by Islamic ex­
tremists to convert Christians to Is­
lam in the Malukus," Wahid said 
during a speech at a mosque in 
Jakarta. "This is not right." 

The Laskar Jihad paramilitary 
group has taken most of the respon­
sibility for inciting the violence. 
They maintain a Web site designed 
to recruit Islamic extremists who are 
willing to force Muslim villages in 
the Malukus to attack Christians. 

In areas where Christians and 
Muslims have lived peacefully side 
by side for decades, j ihad warriors 
demand Muslim villages join in the 
fight or risk being attacked. 

"This jihad is setting friends 
against friends and neighbors 
against neighbors," Brown said. 
"Their whole philosophy is to erad­
icate Christians from Indonesia-to 
kill them all or get them to convert." 

More than 200 Christians on the is­
land ofKasiui have been held captive 
in a mosque since Dec. 6. Military per-

sonnel and other Christians have been 
unable to win their release. 

Prisoners in the mosque who do 
convert have been forced to partici­
pate in the Islamic washing, adopt a 
Muslim name and wear Muslim cloth­
ing. The men, and some women, then 
are circumcised. 

The Indonesian military is pres·ent 
on the island of Ambon, and humani­
tarian groups like Mercy Corps and 
Doctors Without Borders are provid­
ing water and food for both Christians 
and Muslims. 

The International Mission Board . 
is partnering with other evangelical 
Christian groups to begin construction 
of temporary housing for the thou­
sands of refugees. 

"I was real encouraged with the 
• church community in Ambon and 
how they were tackling this problem 
of refugees," Brown said. "They ac­
cepted the refugees as if they were part 
of their own family." 

The temporary housing will be 
constructed on Ceram Island, where 
11,000 people have taken refuge. A 
te.am of volunteers from California 
will build barracks during the day and 
show the "Jesus" film in the evenings. 

The 1MB will underwrite the costs 
for the barracks using money from its 

general relief fund. The board also will 
use Southern Baptist World Hunger 
Fund resources to tneet critical food 
needs and provide agricultural assis­
tance. 

Brown compares the religious 
cleansing taking place in the Malukus 
to the ethnic cleansing that occurred 
in Kosovo. 

"In Kosovo, there was no outside 
influence pushing Serbian leaders to 
do this (cleansing)," Brown said. But 
in the Malukus, "the U.S. Embassy 
keeps telling us we need to make sure 
it's an outside influence that is initiat­
ing all this. 

"I keep thinking, 'Why? It's tak­
ing place right now. It has been going 
on for at least two years. And evidence 
of it exists all throughout the 
Malukus, "' he continued. "It is only 
going to stop when either the inter­
national community says enough is 
enough, or when the Laskar Jihad fi­
nally accomplishes its main objective 
of ridding the Malukus of all Chris­
tians." 

For more information about conditions in 
Indonesia, contact the IMB's human needs 
office at (804) 219-1675. Financial con-

• tributions may be sent to International 
Mission Board, General Relief Fund­
Ambon, Box 6767, Richmond, VA 23230. 

f vangelism (onference 

ight shine before men in such a way that they may see your 
s, and glorify your Father who is in Heaven. Matthew 5:16 

Fred Luter, Jr. has been pastor of 
Franklin Avenue Baptist Church in New 
Orleans, Louisiana since October of 1986. 
Under his leadership, the church grew from 
a 65-member mission to an autonomous 
church of more than 6,000 with 3 Sunday 
morning services. He speaks nationwide at 
various revivals, conferences and seminars. 

Leonard Sweet is the past Dean of 
the Theological School of Drew University 
in Madison, New Jersey. Author of 11 books, . 
including • Soul Tsunami, and more than 
100 articles and 300 published sermons, he 
is a distinguished speaker and lecturer. Len 
is a futurist who can help the church 
navigate the seas of the 21st century world. 

The Conferenc·e also features ... Johnny Hunt, Dan Southerland, 
Rick Ferguson, Greg Faulls, Billie Hanks, Jr.; Ellis Oroz_co, Thom Rainer, 
Robert E. Reccord, Charles L. Roesel, and the Journeymen Quartet. 
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Baptists and other Christians respond after killer quake 
SAN SALVADOR, El Salvador­

Southern Baptist missionaries and oth­
er Christian workers moved quickly 
to meet human needs after a 7 .6-mag­
nitude earthquake Jan. 13 in El Salva­
dor. 

Using Southern Baptist emergen­
cy funds, missionary Mark Grumbles 
and a layman in San Salvador began 
delivering tarpaulins to families left 

. without shelter after the quake. 
A massive mudslide engulfed as 

many as 500 middle-class homes in 
the Santa Tecla suburb of the capital, 
San Salvador, when the quake hit at 
about midday on a Saturday. 

At least 682 people, including six 
in neighboring Guatemala, are be­
lieved to have died, but authorities 
expect the death toll to rise as search 
efforts continue. 

Mote than 500 people are unac­
counted for. About 2,500 people were 
injured, and nearly 45,000 people 
have been left homeless or evacuated 
from their homes. 

At least 40,000 homes were dam­
aged or demolished during the earth­
quake. Survivors in neighboring 
towns were left without food and wa­
ter after roads were blocked or swept 
away by landslides. 

The quake was centered off the Pa­
cific coast, according to the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey. It was felt across El 
Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua and 
Honduras and as far north as Mexico 
City. 

Up to 500 aftershocks, some of 
them powerful, hampered the efforts 
of hundreds of emergency workers 
and volunteers. 

'The earthquake lasted 50 seconds. 
The house was shaking and things 
were falling out of the cabinets and 
off the shelves," Southern Baptist mis­
sionary Pam Grumbles said. "We 
were literally afraid the house would 
fall." 

Foreign aid began flowing imme­
diately from the United States, Mexi­
co, Switzerland, Spain and Venezue­
la, and relief experts said most peo­
ple's immediate needs for food and 
water would be met, according to 
news reports. 

Southern Baptists were scheduled 
to send a four-person evaluation team 
into the country Jan. 22, said Jim 
Brown, human needs consultant for ihe 
Southern Baptist International Mission 
Board. The team is expected to com-

EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE A U.S Chinook helicopter crewman surveys earthquake damage in Las Colinas, Santa Tee/a, El Salvador, 
Jan. 17. The Jan. 13 7.6-magnitude quake caused the landslide shown on the mountain, burying homes and people. At least 675 
Salvadorans and six people in neighboring Guatemala were killed as a result of the quake. (Reuters/RNS photo) 

pile recommendations for long-term 
projects like rebuilding church build­
ings and cleaning up homes and neigh­
borhoods. 

The $5,000 in emergency funds sent 
immediately to missionaries soon will 
be exhausted, Brown said. Requests for 
more assistance are expected. 

Baptist churches in the towns of 
Santiago de Maria and Berlin· had 
opened their kitchens to feed neighbors 
who needed help, Brown said. 

Mrs. Grumbles emphasized the 
need for prayer. "Continue to pray as 
we evaluate how to participate in re­
lief efforts and minister to human and 
spiritual needs." 

Specific ways Southern Baptist vol­
unteers can help will be outlined after 
the evaluation team returns to the Unit­
ed States Jan. 25, Brown .added. 

More than a dozen other faith-based 
aid agencies also have galvanized forc­
es to meet needs. 

Action By Churches Together has 
collected $50,000 to provide shelter for 

those left homeless. Among the orga­
nizations that make up Action are Pres­
byterian Disaster Assistance, the Unit­
ed Methodist Committee on Relief and 
Lutheran World Relief. The latter or­
ganization also is distributing items 
such as food, blankets and mattresses 
to about 3,300 people in the cities of 
Santa Tecla and San Salvador. 

Quake victims also will be able to 
seek shelter under 1,000 temporary 
emergency shelters that World Vision 
plans to build. 

World Vision also plans to deliver 
3,500 pounds of items such as water 
purification systems-and collapsible 
water containers, while International 
Aid, a Michigan-based Christian relief 
agency, intends to distribute items such 
as food and personal hygiene kits, med­
icine and medical equipment to disas­
ter victims. 

Samaritan's Purse, headed by Fran­
klin Graham; the son of evangelist Bil­
ly Graham, said it plans to donate food, 
water, temporary shelter and medical 

help to quake victims, and Catholic 
• Relief Services already has committed 

$250,000 in aid items such as plastic 
sheeting, potable water, blankets and 
basic food supplies. 

About $25,000 has been raised by 
the American Baptist World Relief 
Office and the nondenominational 
group One Great Hour of Sharing Of­
fering. Baptist World Aid, the relief 
arm of the Baptist World Alliance, is 
sending two emergency grants of 
$5,000 each to the Baptist Association 
and the Baptist Federation of El Salva­
dor. 

Also lending a hand to quake vic­
tims are B'nai Brith International, the 
Christian agency Global Action, and 
World Relief, the international assis­
tance arm of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, which spearheaded a 
project to build 5,000 earthquake-resis­
tant homes in El Salvador after a 1986 
earthquake that killed 1,500 people. 
Compiled from reports by Baptist Press 
and Religion News Service 

Ugandan's faithfulness reaps spiritual rewards after kidnapping 
JINJA, Uganda (BP)-A father's 

faithfulness after his two sons were 
kidnapped opened the way for scores 
of people to come to Christ in Kit­
gum, Uganda. 

Simon Nono' s two sons were 
among six children kidnapped when 
anti-government rebels invaded his 
village in northern Uganda. 

His other three children were beat­
en to force the family to surrender 
its money. The entire village was 
robbed, both of possessions and chil­
dren. 

But even after the attack, Nono re­
mained faithful to God's calling on his 
life. Following the invasion, he con­
tinued to attend classes at Uganda 

Baptist Seminary, requiring him to 
travel a full day south to Jinja for the 
three-week term. 

"Simon showed his faith in God 
by coming to UBS despite the fami­
ly's losses," said Jack Frost, a South­
ern Baptist missionary who serves as 
the seminary's principal. 

· Nono' s classmates were so moved 
by his family's devotion that students 
collected money for him. A Baptist 
hunger relief program also was relo­
cated from Lira to a village near 
Nono's home. 

Because Nono's village is part of 
a large protected camp, Kitgum dis­
trict government officials helped dis­
tribute the nine tons of food that ar-

rived. When an evangelistic message 
was shared after the food distribution, 
60 people prayed to receive Christ as 
their personal Savior. 

'The government officials were so 
moved by the events they gave the 
new believers a school for the new 
fellowship to meet in," Frost said. 

Another 34 people became Chris­
tians when Ugandan Baptist pastor 
Jasper Dongo returned to preach for 
the new. fellowship. 

And Nono's devotion was re­
warded, Baptist leaders said. His two 
sons eventually escaped from the 
rebels and were reunited with their 
family. 

The youngest brother escaped 

from the rebels a day after being tak­
en captive; his brother did not escape 
for another month. 

Rebels have kidnapped thousands 
of young Acholi and Langi boys and 
girls during the last 15 years, Frost 
said. The children are kept as the sol­
diers' slaves. Some children are sexu­
ally abused. 

Rebels often use terror tactics to 
brainwash the boys to fight their own 
people. If the children refuse, they are 
maimed or killed. 

"Pray for peace in northern U gan­
da and for this crime against humani­
ty to be stopped," Frost said. ' 'Pray for 
the love of God to change people's 
lives and to give them hope." 

How to help 
Agencies often report 
that donating money is 
the best way to help 
disaster victims so that 
the money may be usea 
to purchase the most 
needed items. 
Often these can be 
obtained locally which 
saves the cost of 
shipping and also helps 
to rejuvenate the local 
economy. Among the 
agencies currently 
working in El Salvador 
are: 

■ Southern Baptist 
International Mission 
Board. Mail 
contributions earmarked 
"General Relief Fund-El 
Salvador Earthquake" to 
Box 6767, Richmond, 
VA 23230. The agency's 
Web site address is 
www.imb.org. 

■ Samaritan's Purse, 
the Christian relief 
agency led by Franklin 
Graham. Contributions 
can be mailed to Box 
3000, Boone, NC 28607. 
The agency's Web site, 
www.samaritanspurse.org, 
also has information 
about its work in El 
Salvador. Donations also 
can be made through 
the agency's toll-free 
phone number, (800) 
528-1980. 

■ Baptist World Aid, the 
relief arm of Baptist 
World Alliance. 
Contributions, 
earmarked for Central 
American Relief, can be 
mailed to Baptist World 
Aid, c/o Baptist World 
Alliance, 6733 Curran 
St., McLean, VA 22101-
6005. 
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NATION 
NATIONAL NOTES Church's .com name: Stunt or cutting edge? 

■ Religious leaders urge end to death penalty. Virginia 
religious leaders, including Christians, Muslims·and Jews, 
have joined to call for an end to the death penalty in the state. 
"As leaders in our respective traditions, we call upon the 
legislators and the governor of the Com.monwealth of Virginia 
to aboHsh the death penalty,'.' the leaders said in a statement 
released last week. Signers included United Methodist, 
Lutheran, Episcopal, Muslim, Jewish, Quaker, Unitarian, 
Church of the Brethren and Presbyterian leaders as well as 
RomanG~tholic and Baptist death row chaplains. 

GRAPEVINE, Texas- Drawing 
attention to its new beefed-up Internet 
site, a Dallas-area mega-church has 
tacked dot.com onto its name. 

Signs on th,e buildings of Fellow­
ship Church in Grapevine, Texas, will 
read: fellowshipchurch.com, as will all 
the printed materials, said Preston 
Mitchell, pastor of spiritual develop­
ment. 

The congregation, which has a 
weekly attendance of about 12,000 
people, will debut its new Web site 
Feb. 15. Mitchell said it would be one 
of the best church Internet sites in the 
nation. 

"We think this is going to be a won­
derful ministry tool," senior pastor Ed 
Y mmg Jr. told the Dallas Morning 
News. "To us, dot.com stands for 

dot.community: community with God 
through Christ, community in local 
venues, community in worldwide ven­
ues. It's all about community." 

From it's beginning, Fellowship 
Church has been on the edge of trying 
new approaches to reach people, said 
Carol Childress of the Leadership Net­
work. 

'They're crazy for God. What else 
can you say?" said Childress, a re­
searcher for the Dallas-based network 
for innovative churches and church 
leaders. "This is yet another step for 
them in seeking to take advantage of 
the opportunities that the Internet pro­
vides for ministry." 

Young recounted to the newspaper 
that Fellowship Church leaders were 
brainstorming about the church's Inter-

net site when he pondered aloud, "We 
ought to just put dot.com every­
where--on the letterhead, on the build-
ing." • 

"He was just kind of joking 
around," Young said, "and we go, 
'Wow."' 

Among the innovative strategies 
utilized by the church has been paint­
ing its name- and, now, its new 
dot.com name--on the rooftop in 25-
foot bright-blue letters to catch the at­
tention of travelers flying in to the Dal­
las metro area. 

"Jesus said to His followers right 
before His ascension, 'Go,"' Young 
told the Dallas Morning News. "May­
be today He'd also say, 'Go online."' 
Compiled from reports by Associated 
Baptist Press and Baptist Press 

■ Senator: Let rellglg~s groups handle foreign aid, Sen. 
Jesse Helms, R-N.C.hchairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee,. says he wants all U.S. foreign aid 
channeled through private charities and religious groups. 
Underthe. Helms prop9sal, the Agency for International 
O~v¢!Qlirolmt, tQE! natigQ:§ prirmi.ry !amigo aid gffice, would 
be eliqJiµ~tedarid its ·ijprnanitarianand relief budget 
rougtliy;$7 billion ayear{'NOUldbe givento a quasi­
goverrttnent foundation )Yhich then would make grants to 
private,and religioµs grcjups. A spokesman for Gen. Golin 
Pow~ll/,.~IJSh's secretaw· of state, was noncommittal about 

Study: Judge's religion might influence rulings 
the .. p~pposal. • • •• 

■ Focus on Family sultchallenges transit authority. Focus 
on the Family has file'dafederal lawsuit against a Florida 
transit authority, arguing the Christian ministry's free speech 
rights w~te violated wh;!?n it was barred from advertising a 
conference abo.ut homO~exuality. and youth, At issueJs the 
ColoradoSprings-basechgrotip's purchase of 1 o ads on-~. 
Tampa-area bus shelters last February. The posters promoted 
Love Won Out, a one-day conference "addressing, • 
understanding and preventing homosexuality in youth." A 
prfvate advertising company that has a contract with the 
Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority yanked the posters, citing 
concerns over their content. 

■ Supreme Court rejects Indianapolis church's appeal. 
Last week the U.S. Supreme Court let stand a ruling obliging 
an Indianapolis church to pay $6 million in back taxes on 
employee paychecks and fines. Members of Indianapolis 
Baptist Temple said after the ruling they expect federal 
marshals to soon seize their church property. Without 
comment, the court refused to accept the church's argument 
that its religious freedom exonerates it from having to 
withhold Social Se~urity; Medicare and income taxes for 

. workers. 

• 

HOUSTON (ABP)- A judge's 
own religion might influence how he 
or she rules in cases involving religious 
liberty, and the amount of that influ­
ence varies by denomination, accord­
ing to a recent study. 

Researcher Barbara Yamold of 
Florida International University said 
her findings show federal appeals court 
judges who are Baptist or Catholic are 
more likely than other judges to take 
"pro-religion" positions in cases in­
volving the First Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. 

Yarnold's findings are reported in 
the September 2000 issue of the Re­
view of Religious Research. Her study 
analyzed 1,356 federal appeals court 
decisions between 1970 and 1990 in 
cases dealing specifically with either 
the First Amendment's free-exercise or 
establishment clause. She compared 
religious affiliation of judges with the 
outcomes of these cases. • 

Rulings that favored religious activ­
ity or expression were coded as "pro­
religion," while cases that disallowed 
religious activity or expression were 

5 0 Christians are urgently 
needed to teach 
English for ft weeks 

It is not necessary to be a teacher 
by profession. All the training 
required is provided. Cost includes 
Los Angeles orientation. 

Call Today: 800-809-4637 
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coded as "anti-religion." 
"Baptist and Catholic judges were 

more likely to render decisions that 
were pro-religion in cases involving 
religious liberties than were other judg­
es," Y arnold explained. 

Judges of all faiths were inclined 
toward a pro-religion position, Y arnold 
said, but only the Baptist and Catholic 
judges stood out with strong statistical 
signifi9ance. 

"Being not religious did not make 
a significant difference in the outcome, 
since the non-religious still, in gener­
al, adopted a pro-religion position," she 
added. 

Y arnold theorizes that Baptists and 

Catholics may be bent more toward 
affirming religious practice because of 
the minority status and persecution 
these religions have endured in the 
past. • 

Whether the findings of this study 
are good news or bad news depends 
entirely upon one's perspective, Yar­
nold said. 

"To those who tend to be more con­
cerned with free exercise by this coun­
try's many religions, this outcome may . 
be perfectly appropriate," she said. 'To 
those who are more concerned with the 
non-establishment mandate of the First 
Amendment, these results may be trou­
bling." 

Pigs, cock fights and preaching 
I have just returned from Cebu 

City in the Philippines where my 
family and I spent New Years with 
our daughter Angie, who serves as a 
Southern Baptist Journeyman mis­
sionary in that city. We had a mar­
velous trip and gained a better un­
derstanding of Angie's ministry. I 
also was blessed to preach at her 
church while we were there. 

large openings in the building. 
However, shortly before I was to 

preach, Jodi, our youngest daughter, 
was singing, and there was this loud 
clatter of sorts. People began to shout 
loudly right below this third floor 
location. I couldn't get up and see 
what was going on. I just thought it 
would stop soon. But it didn't. It. 
turned out to be a cock fight that was 

The church Angie at­
tends in Cebu is Family 
for Christ Fellowship. 
Our first Sunday there, the 
church met in a market/ 
restaurant of sorts; a store­
front church in the truest 
sense. As the pastor 
preached, within 15 feet 
of the pulpit, a group of 
men were greasing a pig, • 
preparing to roast the pig 
for New Years. What a 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

• sight! The pastor shared Rusty Ellison 

well attended. Loudly at­
tended. However, we pro­
claimed the gospel in 
spite of the distractions, 
and I rejoiced that God 
had given us the opportu­
nity to minister again on 
the other side of the 
world. When we anived 
back in the States, I had 
an e-mail from a good 
friend in Trinidad asking 
for help with their camp­
ing program. Amazing! 
The opportunities to min­with me that they hoped 

it would be the last Sunday they met 
in this facility. And, as he hoped, the 
following Sunday we were in the 
new location. As we anived at the 
church that Sunday, we walked up 
three flights of stairs to the top of a 
large building open on the third 
floor. It was a nice setting, looking 
out over Cebu, a city of about 1 mil­
lion people. I thought about how • 
much better this was than the store­
front, with the constant distractions. 
Here it also was cooler because there 
was a breeze blowing through the 

ister around this world are greater 
than ever before! Is God calling, urg­
ing you to respond to missions op­
portunities that He is providing for 
you? Follow His lead. You'll be 
blessed. Your life will be changed. 
And the burden you feel for lost peo­
ple around the world will bum in 
your heart . . 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 
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Researchers: Churches· offer 
communities 'sense of place' 
By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

HOUSTON (ABP}-Churches can 
aid their communities by offering a 
needed sense of "place," researchers re­
ported during the fall meeting of the 
Society for the Scientific Study of Re­
ligion in Houston. 

"Time and memory are increasing­
ly dislocated. Neither has a position in 
the world," said researcher Nancy Eis­
land of Atlanta. "Many people today 
don't have a historical sense of the 
long-term. They desire a sense of col­
lectiveness and yet don'thave the time 
to contribute to it." 

Various studies of communities 
have found that churches help create 
historical memories for residents, Eis­
land and the other researchers said. 
These memories may be based in as­
pects of the church buildings ·or in the 
experiences shared in those buildings. 

But there is ''both a gift and a dan­
ger" in promoting a church's histori­
cal memory, Eisland said. Dangers 
arise when the sense of historical place 
impedes progress or when communi­
ties undergo change that the church 
doesn't embrace, she noted. 

"What people project is that God 
was in the perfection of tpe past when 
in fact God may be in the possibilities 
of the future," she said. 

And churches often remain in build­
ings that are not ideally located for cur­
rent members or require intensive 
maintenance, said Gaynor Yancey, a 

social work professor at Baylor Uni­
versity. 

Yancey and Ram Cnaan of the Uni~ 
versity of Pennsylvania recently collab­
orated on a national study for the Part­
nership for Sacred Places of historical 
churches meeting in buildings con­
structed before 1940. 

A primary question of the research, 
Yancey said, was "What are congre­
gations doing in these cornn'lunities 
that requires them to stay in this build­
ing?" And the answer, she reported, is 
that churches are providing vital com­
munity services. 

Ninety-three percent of the 111 con­
gregations studied were providing at 
least one cm:nmunity service program 
in their buildings, and the rest were pro­
viding space for others to offer com­
munity service programs. 

"Congregations with older build­
ings host 76 percent of their commu­
nities' programs," Yancey reported. 
"The groups benefiting most are youth 
and children." This sense of place­
and the accompanying commitment to 
serve a community- is stronger than 
the economic forces that otherwise 
might drive a church away, she said. 
Twenty-one percent of these historic 
church buildings need major repairs, 
averaging $225,000 per congregation. 

It is in the best interest of commu­
nity leaders to ensure that these con­
gregations continue to feel their sense 
of place, Yancey said. '1f these con­
gregations aren't there, who will pro­
vide these services?" 

Riggs serves in Bosn.ia 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College religion 
major and senior David Riggs, son 
of Don and Cathy Riggs of New 
Haven, W. Va., spent two weeks in 
Bosnia during the summer of 2000. 
He served as part of a construction 
team. 

The team stayed in a missionary 

birthday party for the 10-year-old 
girl whose home they were repair­
ing. Team members had pooled 
their funds and bought her a bicy­
cle. She was thrilled! From then on 
team members saw her everywhere 
riding her bicycle. 

Riggs believes h~ received as 
much or more love than he gave. 
One little boy came in one night and 

house in the Studt com­
munity and performed 
construction work at 
three sites-one site in 
Sarajevo and two sites in 
the Studt community. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

snuggled in close to 
Riggs during part of the 
Kids Club program. He 
certainly saw God's love 
in action. 

David worked at the 
Sarajevo site putting a 
second story and roof on 
a house. Many of the 
houses had roofs that 
were severely damaged 
during the war. 

Riggs's day began with devo­
tions at 7 a.m. After devotions the 
teams left for their work sites and 
worked until lunch. After lunch 
they worked until 4 p.m. and then 
returned home to clean up and have 
supper. 

In addition to construction, 
Riggs helped with a Kids Club pro­
gram held each evening for two 
hours. Kids Club featured Bible 
study, crafts, recreation and refresh: 
ments. The ages of the young peo­
ple ranged from 5years old to 17 
years old. 

One day the volunteers threw a 

Riggs experienced 
some health proplems in 
Bosnia and had to have 
minor surgery, which 
kept him on crutches for 
part of his time there. He 
found his lack of mobili­
ty to be frustrating as he 

tried to work in construction, but he 
came to realize he could serve in 
other ways that were just as valu­
able. 

Riggs's experience reminds us 
God can use us in His service. 
While we might not always be able 
to do what we planned to do, God 
can use us to make a difference in 
His kingdom. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 

Ashcroft nomination divides religious leaders 
WASHINGTON (ABP)-While the Southern 

Baptists' Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission 
urged support last week for John Ashcroft as the 
next U.S. attorney general, other religious leaders 

whether Ashcroft "is up to the job." 
"It's important that the attorney general of the 

United States be -committed without apology and 
without reservation to the separation of church 
and state," Walker said. "Sen. Ashcroft's record 
reveals a hostility to and a lack of understanding 
of that cherished principle." 

questioned the former senator's commitment to 
separation of church an.ct state. 

Responding to criticism by liberal interest 
groups including People For the American Way 
and the National Organization of Women, ERLC 
President Richard Land wrote sepators urging 
confirmation of the nomination by President-elect 

Meanwhile, the head of Texas Baptists' 
Christian Life Commission described Land's 
endorsement on behalf of.Southern Baptists to be 
"out of bounds." 

' George W. Bush. 
"On behalf of the vast majority of over 16 

million Southern Baptists nationwide, I urge you 
to support the confirmation of Sen. John 

Phil Strickland, who heads up the social 
concerns agency for the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas, said the CLC speaks to 
Baptists on issues but does not presume to speak 

, Ashcroft," Land said to lawmakers. tor them. -
• But religious leaders from a variety of faith· 

groups said in a press conference that seQators 
shoul.d question Ashcroft about his commitment 
to upholding the separation of church and state. 

'.'ltseems incredible.to me that anyone·would 
claim to represent a majority Of 16 million 
Baptists on any issue, much less the appointment 
of John Ashcroft as U.S, attorney general," 

Welton Gaddy, executive director of the 
lnterfa1th~lliaoce, caned A~Q9ro~~a devout 
Pentecostal Christian..::....••a mah of deep an.d ·­
abiding faith," and said he respected Ashcroft's 
faith commitment. 

. Strickland said. "I am saddened that the head of 
the Southern Baptist ethics ageqcy hafclaimed to 
spea~ with an authority that no Baptist should 
claim:" '···· '• 

The BGCT, the largest of the autonomous state 
conventions affiliated with the SBC, las.t fall 
defuryctep the Ethics ~ ~~ligious Ube.m, . 
·Comnf~ion-along:wi,~'. rectucing .fuQg~Jor SBC 
seminaries ·and Executive Committe~v~r policy 

Gaddy said he had "grave concern," however, 
about Ashcroft's ability as attor~ey general to , .. 
uphold ~nd fuUy enJorc~ :in~ con~titutiomi! r!gpts 
of "faith,·group's that he'clearly judges to be wrong 

differences. • ,,s • .x \. and in need of correction."" 
~ Gaddy said the Interfaith AUiance is taklng no 
~ stand on the nomination for now but might" 

Land said that while the ERLC does not 
endors~ candldates forelected office,'(t has in the 
past ta~en sides in cgntinnati9n hearing~ because 
indlviQyai B,aptists don;tthave' an oppody9ity to 
vote Qirectly and therefore.need someone to 

I, oppose ~ ,ncroft _dependiq~on., how he.an,~xters 
i· • questf Ol'IS regard mg religious liberty. •cg <ic; 
i Brent Walker, executive director of the ~ptist 

Joint Committee on Pubtic"Affairs, questioned advoca~e their views betofe lawmakers. 

Return to sanctity 
Sanctification is one of those 

churchy words most of us hear but 
might not understand. That we are 
set apart at salvation to be used by 
God as He sees fit is not an easy con­
cept to grasp. 

Knowing what the Bible says 
about the topic, I turned, as I often 
do, to Webster's Dictionary to see 
the scholar's take on it. The first def­

;,:-;-a,;,.&·::,.-;-; 

cious" to God. It seems logical that 
a beautiful smell would accompany 
something "precious." We are made 
in His image. We should never cease 
to be awed by that. 

"Sanctity of human life" means 
life is sacred, protected, honored, 
holy, inviolable, set apart. Our world 
has gotten so far away from this 
truth. Babies are choices now. When 

inition was pretty close to 
the scriptural definition. 
While I was there, how­
ever, I found an interest­
ing second definition of 
the word "sanctity." It 
was on my mind since 
Sanctity of Human Life 
Sunday is observed in 
many churches across the 
country this month. Any­
way, the second definition 
of sanctity I found is: "a 
sweet odor once said to 

HOMES FOR 
CHILDREN 

our elders cease to be 
comfort and company to 
us, some people figure the 
old folks must be suffer­
ing in indignity so per-

• haps it's best to give them 
a little boost to the here­
after. 

have been exhaled by Bill Smithwick 

There is much work to 
be done to shine God's 
light in this dark area of 
our society. Join me in 
prayer that this year our 
new president will sign 
.into law a ban on partial­
birth abortion. This would some saints before or af­

ter death, hence obvious signs of rep­
utation for saintliness." 

Now I'm not going to get bogged 
down in the saint issue. Plenty of 
people more schooled than I can take 
that on. But I was struck by the im­
agery of a sweet fragrance coming 
from the body of the sanctified. 
These vessels of flesh, bone and 
blood carry plenty of smells I would 
never consider sweet, yet the Bible 
says· the death of believers, who are 
called saints in that passage, is "pre-

be a step in the right direction, the 
direction back to the truth of sancti­
ty. I think that, too, would smell 
sweet to our God. 

If someone you know is facing 
an unplanned pregnancy, tell them 
to call KBHC at (800) 928-5242. 

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken­
tucky BaP.tist Homes for Children, 
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown, 
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386. 
KBHC's Internet address is: http:// 
www. ig lou.comlkbhc/ 
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RESOURCES 
Sweet: 'Millionaire' points to where culture is going 

"Everything is 
becoming 

participatory, 
except the 

church." 
Author and educator 

Leonard Sweet 

By Ferrell Foster 
Baptist General Convention of Texas 

DALLAS (BP)-Two television 
game shows provide clues about where 
American culture has been and. where 
it is headed, according to author and 
educator Leonard Sweet. 

"Jeopardy," which is rational and 
word-based, shows where culture has 
been, said Sweet, Dean of Drew Uni­
versity's theological school in Madi­
son, N.J. 

But "Who Wants to Be a Million­
aire," which is "based on a totally dif­
ferent framework," shows where cul­
ture is headed, Sweet said. 

"It's not designed to be a game 
show. It's designed to be a game expe­
rience," said Sweet, author of such 
books as "Soul Tsunami" and ''Post­
Modem Pilgrims." 

Sweet was speaking to student min­
isters during DestiNATIONS, a South­
ern Baptist missions conference Jan. 4-
7 in Dallas. 

"Jeopardy'' is a product of modem 
culture, Sweet said, whereas "Million­
aire" is what he called "high-modem," 
or a transition toward "postmodern." 

Sweet said "Millionaire" illustrates 
theimportanceof''EPICtivity," a word 
he has made up built around an aero-

. nym for Experiential, Participatory, 
Image-based and Connective. Those 
words provide the keys for ministry in 
a postmodern world, he said. 

At the beginning of "Millionaire," 
the lights go down and the music 
comes up, Sweet said. The show, like 
a praise service in church, puts the ac-

tion back-to-back. "You have to have 
momentum, ... movement, ... crescen­
do." 

It is all part of creating an experi­
ence, one in which the audience, a 
friend and a computer participate 
through "lifelines" used by the contes­
tant. 

"Jeopardy" is about "who is the 
smartest," Sweet said, while "Million­
aire" is about how well contestants use 
their lifelines. "It's not a dumbing 
down," he said. "It' s a drawing in." 

"Millionaire" also is built on an 
image, he said. ''The image of a mil­
lion bucks is powerful in this culture," 
and host Regis Philbin is made into the 
very image of a millionaire, he said. 

When the contestant gives an an­
swer, Philbin always asks, "Is that your 
final answer?" The question connects 
with something inside viewers, Sweet 
said. Greed drives contestants onward, 
he said; but "deep down, we know that 
there are .final answers." 

Sweet described each element of 
EPIC: 

Experiential. In the modem world, 
reason reigned supreme, he said. But 
today people, while not repudiating the 
rational, have moved to embrace the 
experiential, as well, he said, explain­
ing that the new emphasis on experi­
ence expands on the rational. 

Participatory. Postmodern life also 
has seen a transition from the represen­
tative to the participatory, Sweet said. 
''Everything is becorµing participatory, 
except the church," he said. 'This is a 
karaoke culture," where people don't 
want to just watch and listen, he said; 

'Just want to let you know' 
Our students have returned from their Christ­

mas break. We know that it Will take a week or 
two to get them settled back into the Oneida rou­
tine. 

While they were home for the holidays, I re­
ceived a list of the students who earned honor roll 
status during the second quarter. I could not be­
lieve my eyes when I computed the percentage of 
students who were on the honor roll. Last year dur- . 
ing the second quarter, I was very pleased when 45 
percent of our students were on the A or 
B honor roll. I was just as pleased again 
this year when the sarrie percentage was 
on the A or B honor roll. 

In addition to the students who re­
turned from the holidays, we normally 
enroll about 40 to 50 new students dur­
ing January. Whether new students come 
in August or in January, it is just as dif­
ficult to make the adjustment from liv­
ing at home and having their own rooms 
to living in a dormitory environment. 

Let's not forget the parents and 
grandparents. They get just as homesick 

THIS IS 
ONEIDA 

helped us discover Oneida on the Internet, will re­
assure us that placing ( our daughter) at Oneida was 
and will remain the best possible choice for her. 
This Sunday's tour and your staffs smiling faces 
went a long way toward that reassurance. Dedica­
tion and love is contagious, and it showed every­
where we visited on campus. 

''The (dorm) girls ... welcome\:f her with smiles 
and promises to help her overcome her homesick­
ness. This ... eased our minds." 

. "Although I am far from a biblical 
scholar ... I do know that good works 
are not the key to salvation. However, 
(your) good works at Oneida hold open 
salvation's door. 

as students and do not alwqys deal with W.F. Underwood 

"(Our daughter) had already pro­
fessed her faith and accepted Christ's 
invitation to baptism. Too, she is one of 
the most loving and selfless young girls 
I've ever known and, although she is my 
stepdaughter, I accept her as every bit 
my own. After all, a parent is almost 
obligated to love a child born to them; I 
have 'chosen' to love_, who came to 
me through remarriage. So it is no small 
thing that I tell you that we appreciate the separation very well. Some time ago 

one such parent sent me an e-mail. From time to 
time I read the letter as a fresh reminder of the anx­
iety parents have. The e-mail was titled, "Just want 
to let you know": 

"As you know, a parent's decision to entrust 
their child into someone else's care-especially a 
distant boarding school-is not an easy one. The 
mere thought that our daughter ... is now·735 miles 
from her bed each night reminds us of the empti­
ness we must now somehow fill. Besides my 22-
year-old son ... she is our only child. 

"How will the space be filled in her absence? 
We trust the Lord, whose compassionate hand 

your worJ< at Oneida and trust that you have our 
daughter's best interest in mind. 

'Thanks for the reassuring Sunday (and) for the 
hard facts about ... homesickness." 

During the next few weeks we will have sever­
al homesick students and parents to work with. 
Only a parent or grandparent who has gone through 
the process of trusting a child to the care of others 
can understand fully the feelings of those who do. 

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist 
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www. 
oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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they want to be part of the show. 
Image-based. Images are supplant­

ing words in the new culture, Sweet 
said. Seminaries teach ministers to ex­
egete words; but the world now thinks 
in images, not words, he said. -"These 
images are living in your head," he 
said, noting that the gospel is "image 
based," because Jesus is the image of 
God. 

Connective. Connective represents 
a transition from the merely individu­
al, Sweet said. Postmodern culture is 
combining the individual with the com­
munal and creating something that has 
never been seen before, he said; it in­
volves a stronger individuality while 
recognizing that the individual can only 

flourish in the communal. 
''The significance of this ... and the 

excitement of it," Sweet said, is that 
churches must return to the "Jesus 
method of communication," in which 
He used parables to communicate His 
message. 

"Twenty-first century ministry is 
much more like first-century ministry," 
Sweet said. And it needs to be geared 
toward experiences. 

''Postmodems collect experiences 
like modernists collected things," he 
said. ''People are hunting for and starv­
ing for experiences. They're starving 
for an experience with Christ, but 
church is the last place they expect to 
have it." 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
"Raised Roof" Vans in Stock (No CDL) 

♦ Center Aisle 
♦ Low First Step 
♦ 2/1 Seating 
♦ Bucket Seats · 
♦ More Headroom 
♦ 15-passengers 

$ 2001 Models: $36,900 (New) I (800) 370-s1·a· 0 
~ 2000 Models: $35,000 (New) • 
~ . . 
~ www.carpenterbus.com 

Answering the call to missions 
Saved at age 10, Regina Maynard 

became involved in church as she 
went through school. 

"At age 22 the Lord began to 
speak to me about full-time Chris­
tian service. I struggled with it about 
two weeks. When I told my pastor, 
he wasn't surprised. He had sensed 
God's leadership in my life," Regi­
na recalled. "About six months later 

ness at Clear Creek? "Many of our 
classes are very mission-minded. I 
have professors who have been in­
ternational missionaries," she said. 
"When I've tried to run away from 
His call, the Lord used them to lov­
ingly draw me back and clearly show 
His direction." 

As a member of First Baptist 
Church of Belfry, Regina commutes 

I shared the decision with 
the church. The role of 
women in ministry is very 
important. Although God 
has not called me to 
preach, God has called me 
toward missions." 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

Since Regina surren­
dered to the call of God on 
her life, the standard joke 
from church friends has 
been, "Are you going to 
Zimbabwe?" Recently 

• she attended a missions 
banquet with a friend . Bill Whittaker 

each weekend to Pike 
County to teach the col­
lege and career class. She 
serves on ·two church 
committees. On campus 
she works as a computer 
services assistant. "When 
I started I could only tum 
the computer on and usu­
ally tear it up. I've learned 
so much and am blessed 
to have this job. I left a job 
as manager of a sports 
store, so the Lord provid­
ed needed financial assis­
tance as I know He has for They took seats at an 

empty table and were joined by a 
gentleman. Regina asked where he 
was from and he replied, "Zimba­
bwe." How ironic! Through the ta­
ble conversation about his work in 
Africa, and the opportunity to meet 
other international and home mis­
sionaries, the Lord began to confirm 
His leadership into missions. "I'm 
praying about His specific direction; 
there are so many exciting possibil­
ities," Regina said. 

What about the mission aware-

so many people on campus." 
What's it like as a single in a 

school where most students are mar­
ried with families? Regina com­
mented: ''Being among couples that 
have Christ in the center of their 
homes, through such things as din­
ner invitations and fellowships, I 
have gained a better understanding 
of what God intended for marriage." 
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 

,0 



RESOURCES 
Survey finds Bible is America's favorite unopened text·I 
By David Gibson 
Religion News Service 

MINNEAPOLIS (RNS)-About 
92 percent of Americans own at least 
one, and the average household has 
three. Two-thirds say it holds the an­
swers to the basic questions oflife, and 
the new president took a solemn oath 
on it. 

It is the Bible, also known simply 
as "the Good Book," and it remains 
unrivaled as the world's all-time best 
seller. It also is widely hailed as the 
underpinning of America's values sys­
tem. 

And yet Americans are showing 
themselves to be remarkably ignorant 
of biblical basics. One Gallup survey, 
for example, shows that fewer than half 
of Americans can name the first book 
of the Bible (Genesis), only one-third 
know who delivered the Sermon on the 
Mount (many named Billy Graham, 
not Jesus), and one-quarter do not 
know what is celebrated on Easter (the 
Resurrection, the foundational event of 
Christianity). 

The Bible, it seems, is the book that 
everyone wants to read but few do. 

"It's the real dumbing down of 
America in that sense," said Andy 
Dzurovcik, pastor of Faith Lutheran 
Church in Clark, NJ. Dzurovcik, a 
pastor for 28 years, recently made his 
own small effort to encourage Bible 
reading, posting this adage on the 
chun;h'.s outd_oot sign: "A Bible that is 
falling apart usually belongs to a per­
son that isn't." 

But such people are increasingly 
.rare. While polls show a sturdy minor­
ity of Christians, perhaps 15 percent, 
participate in Bible studies, and while 

at least 20 million Bibles are sold each 
year in addition to tens of millions that 
are distributed free, Bible reading is 
declining. 

Another recent Gallup Poll showed 
that the number of people who read the 
Bible at least occasionally has dropped 
to 59 percent from 73 percent in the 
1980s. 

And that makes things tougher for 
pastors who say that, compared with a 
generation ago, they have to spend far 
more time explaining common Bible 
stories to listeners instead of teaching 
what the stories mean for their lives. 

"Biblical illiteracy is rampant even 
though so many people seem to be get­
ting into the Word," Dzurovcik said. 
"The Bible is the best-selling, least read 
and least understood book." 

Or as George Gallup, the nation's 
foremost religion pollster, has put it: 
"We revere the Bible but we don't read 
it." 

Worse, Gallup said, the percentage 
of people with a college education-has 
more than tripled since 1935 "but the 
level of biblical knowledge appears to 
have hardly budged." • 

The evidence from Gallup and sev­
eral other surveys, many by publish­
ing houses, makes that clear. 

For example, despite the talk about 
how important the Ten · Command­
ments are to the moral health of Amer­
ican society, six out of 10 Americans 
can't name half of them. 
, And ~ ~997. Barna 19Fgan:i+ati?n 1 
poll showei:l that 12 percent of Chris­
tians think Noah's wife was Joan of 
Arc, while 80 percent of born-again 
Christians believe it is the Bible that 
says "God helps them that help them­
selves." 

Actually, Ben Franklin said that. 
This biblical illiteracy is especially 

confounding to religious leaders, giv­
en the ubiquity of the Bible in Ameri­
can life. 

Gideons International annually dis­
tributes more than 45 million Bibles­
an average of 86 per minute, better than 
one every second. • 

A National Bible Week survey pre­
pared by Zondervan Publishing House 
of Minneapolis, the world's largest 
publisher of Bibles, shows that gift­
giving is the. top reason ( 49 percent) 
for purchasing a Bible. Another survey 
bore that out with the finding that most 
Bibles (71 percent) were originally re­
ceived as a gift. 

So what'·s the problem? 
According to a survey by Tyndale 

House Publishers (named after the 16th 
century Englishman who was burned 
at the stake for translating the Scrip­
tures into the vernacular for the com­
mon folk), 64 percent of Americans 
don't read the Bible because they're too 
busy. 

The other big obstacles seem to be 
the daunting size of the Bible and its 
dense language. 

A large majority- SO percent- say 
the Bible is confusing. Little wonder, 
sine~ most of the time people read the 
King James Version, still the favorite 
Bible by a 5-1 ratio. 

But tp.e most widely-read 9ontem­
porary- t;ranslation,, the New lnteJI.1a.- : 
tiona1 V-ersion,, representmgJ;raJf, of all;. 
Bibles sold today, is written at a sev.: 
enth-grade reading level. -

Last March, Tyndale launched an 
• edition simply called ''The Book," the 
fruit of a seven-year projectby 90 
scholars to render the Bible into "un-

!\.Texas Baptist Standard & . ••·' ' . .. pattern 81'.~hUrsb ede~4a11q~; IQ 
!, . /'' } . . .+ • ·A!' • v . ·. St~tesJ~ro4gh9µtmtt2otn.oent 
t?I<, .. tt.9 UST ON (J\iEW) r lf,yqu \"{.ant.Jo start ~ ,. ,Mveri11g above 40'.perq~ntJor'R 
ilxP8!ite fighJrPLIJ a;grgup off~,i:Q.!oys: •··•· • • ••• Prote'.~t~ntsg11~:,Petgolic,s.,;Jh9s1 
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Americans affirm Bible's relevance 

derstandable English." 
The Tyndale launch was compined 

with a $7 million biblical literacy cam­
paign, underwritten by televangelist 
Pat Robertson, to convince Americans 
"that Bible reading is cool." , 

• .Wil11,{he, ~irnplifio.:atioftqOaJlW,~iga,, 
work? .h•!:r c.rf ,fil1rr,1 1rr·,h1rrtli'Oq ~ 

Joan Begitschke, directot of mar­
keting for Tyndale, said that in the short 
time since its release, "The Book" has 
become the third-best-selling edition, 

. after the King James and the New In­
ternational Version. 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are parfof 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania, 

Europe and New 
England: 

■ Members of Oldukai 
Baptist Church on the 

shores of Lake Manyara, 
Taozania, as they 

construct a building. 
Most of the materials 

must be transported by_ 
ox cart. "Pray that their 
energy and cooperation 

in the project will be a 
light of witness to the 

surrounding villages," a 
missionary writes. 

■ Give thanks for the 
safe arrival of George 

PEOPLE 
Mountains to the Mississippi 
Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CAMPBELLSVILLE-Saloma 
Church will host a building dedica­
tion Jan. 28. Services begin at 11 
a.m. Featured speakers will be 
James McKinley, president of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention, and 
Michael Carter, president of 
Campbellsville University. For in­
formation, call (270) 789-0082. 
John Chowning is pastor. 
■ COVINGTON- Latonia Church 
will host "A Night of Music" Jan. 
26 at 7:30 p.m. to benefit Turfway 
Park Ministries. Guests will be Gos­
pelway Bluegrass Singers, Linda 
Vandyke, Cindy Holder and Gary 
Griesser. For information, call 
(606) 431-8004. James Abernathy 
is•pastor. 
■ LEXINGTON-The African Chil-

■ LOUISVILLE-"Arancania," a 
quintet of school teachers from the 
Baptist Academy in Temuco, Chile, 
will be in concert at Lyndon Church 
Jan. 28 at 6 p.m. 

Buechel Park Church ordained Sal­
ly White and Jerry Bailey into the 
deacon ministry Jan. 14. Don Rogers 
is pastor. 
■ OWENSBORO-Bellevue Church 
called Carla Vied as children's minis­
try director. Vied also serves as Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention preschool 
specialist consultant. 
■ PADUCAH- Olivet Church li­
censed and ordained Bryan Powell, 
minister of youth and activities, to the 
ministry Jan. 7. Tommy Tucker is 
pastor. 
■ WHITESBURG-Colson Church 
will host revival services Jan. 18-20 at 
7:30 p.m. nightly. The evangelist will 
be Dave Hammond of Myra. 

'Left Behind' star says film 
helps 'express what I believe' 

FRANKLIN, Tenn. (BP)-Kirk 
Cameron appreciates the popularity the 
' 80s sitcom "Growing Pains" gave him 
via the role of Mike Seaver. 

. • But "it's been a far greater honor to 
play Buck Williams in 'Left Behind' 
than anything else I have done," Cam­
eron told an audience near Nashville 

· last week. 
The lead role in the movie has giv­

en him an opportunity to express 
"what I believe in a very special way," 
Cameron said Jan. 16. 

Cameron spoke during the first of 
several "Left Behind" concert-and-vid­
eo events preceding the film's Feb. 2 
opening in movie theaters nationwide. 

The event in Franklin, Tenn., at­
tracted nearly 2,000 Left Behind enthu­
siasts from the Nashville area to meet 
Cameron, who plays a TV journalist 
in "Left Behind," and his wife, Chelsea 

TESTIMONY Kirk Cameron and his wife 
Chelsea Noble share their testimony with 
more than 1,800 people gathered at First 
Baptist Church in Franklin, Tenn. (BP photo 
by Morris Abernathy) 

dren's Choir will be in concert at Im­
manuel Church Jan. 28 at 5 p.m. Craig 
Loscalzo is pastor 

, Noble, an actress who also stars in the 

more than 7,000 ·people at Preston­
wood Baptist Church in north metro 
Dallas. Nearly 175 people recorded 
professions of faith in Christ that night. 

movie. 
The evening also featured record-Sue Owen, wife of farmer KBC exec, dies ., 

and Dorothy Hayner of I ·w 1;,fXING'f ON,Sue !3urch •· Bill Sitnmons,retiredministerof ing artists from the movie's 
Ow~n, 91, the wifeoffonner·Ken- educationandadministrationatcal- • « soundtrack, including Bob Carlisle of 

!" tucky Baptist~onventionExecutive yaryBaptist,describedMrs. Owen's • "Butterfly Kisses" Grammy fame, 
it Secr¢tary Ft~in Qfen, diedJan.v;J:;lif~ as ''a.1ru1ryflqps pilgrimage of 

I 
Br_ia!1 Dun~an, S~NEmk and Joy 

" 13. Her funeral setv1ce was.Jan. 16 •• faith." ,, ··-·• : Williams.FrrstBaptlstChurchofFran-

George King, general manager of 
Franklin-based Reunion Records, 
which was involved in the recording 
of the soundtrack, told The Tennesse­
an newspaper in Nashville, "We origi­
nally thought the one show would be 
it, but we realized the film and the 
books have such drawing power that 
we wanted to share the message in a 
unique concert setting featuring high­
lights from the film, the musicians and 
the stars." 

Texas to serve as interim 
pastor and wife of the 
international church in 

St. Petersburg, Russia. 

■ Give thanks for a 
children's ministry 

recently begun in the 
International Baptist 
Church of Bremen, 

Germany. 

■ Hope International 
Church in Rotterdam/ 

Capelle, The 
Netherlands, needs a 

building in which it can 
meet. The church must 

vacate its current 
quarters by the end of 
February because the 

building has been sold. 

at Calvary Baptist Church iip. Lex- Regiemberb1g her as "a ~ot- • .. k1il). hosted the event. 
ingto,n.w~J>wen :rvas pasto~fro.rn \;r oughg'oing Christia~!' j;+Simmons ~ The movie, which as a video al-
1954'~72. • said she '"always shared her faith i ready has sold more than 1 million cop-

A. graduate of Southeast Missou- , with any and all who calJ].e near to ies, is based on the ''Left Behind" book 
ri ·St~t,e :Uniyersity7in C~ G_i- ,ci,,wbere shew~§/;/. _ . 1 series by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jen-
rardeau, Mrs/ Owen was a school- In addition to her husband, she is « kins. "The Mark," the eighth in the se-

, teacher and9hoir director a\First surviv~"bythreeso.ns:Pranklinand , ries, currently is on the nation's best­
,,. Baptjst,Churtih of Cape Gm!rdeau ,%Bill Q\:Yen, -both of ~xingtonvand ~ seller charts, moving overall sales of 
" when she a~d Owen married in • ••• John Owen, pastor of First Baptist I Left Behind books toward 25 million. · 

1940. .. _ > .. Church of Winchester. She also is , The ''Left Behind" series explores 
S~e sery~ as . a -~]!-~daY, .. ~~hool s s~iyed by a sister ap~!1,ine grand- 1 ~arious story lines involving the end 

teacher, youth choir duector and '' children. . • • tunes. 
missions leader during Owen's pas- "! Memorials gifts can be made to _1 The concert-and-video tour was 
torafes in Georgia and Ken~ky. " Jhe Ca,\yary Baptist building fund. ; sparked by an Oct. 17 ''Left Behind: 

;,..,,;...~"°'~'~ . ="'"""' ....;>&~ ;.., w• ;;;;;;;..__,;t1t;!h.. .. ~---~-;$;.., _.;,:;;;;,:;_, _; • A Night of Worship"' attended by 

SEEKING: Christian married 
couples and singles to help raise chil­
dren at Boys and Girls Country, a 200-
acre ranch just north of Houston, Tex­
as. Great benefits, competitive sala­
ries, newly renovated, spacious living 
quarters, plus a rewarding lifestyle and • 
atmosphere. If you want to make a dif­
ference in the lives of children from 
elementary age through college, call 
Shirley at (281) 351-4976, ext. 214, 
or fax your resume to: (281) 351-
4978. www.boysandgirlscountry.org. 
EOE 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music and worship. Our services are 
blended with traditional and praise and 
worship. (270) 563-4011. Send resume 
to Oakland Baptist Church, PO Box 
154, Oakland, KY 42159. 

SEEKING: Full-time associate 
pastor for education and youth. Send 
resume to: Search Committee, FBC, 
411 N Harding, Desloge, MO 63601, 
or e-mail fbcdesloge@socket.net. For 
additional information, call (573) 431-
2926. 

SEEKING: Person who feels 
called to ministry with preschoolers for 
the 3/4-time position of minister of pre­
school and assistant CDC director. 
College degree preferred. Salary of 
$250-300 weekly. Call Debbie: (502) 
239-0316. 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Part-time minister of 

mu.sic and part-time minister of youth. 
Please send resumes to: Ridgewood 
Baptist Church, 6209 Greenwood 
Road, Louisville, KY 40258. 

SEEKING: Growing church needs 
minister of youth/music. Send resume 
to: Search Committee, First Baptist 
Church, PO Box 246, Silverhill, AL 
36576. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
education and administration to con­
tinue development of a comprehen­
sive Christian education program in a 
growing church. Experience required, 
seminary degree in education pre­
ferred. Send resumes and inquiries to: 
Hunsinger Lane Baptist Church, 3400 
Summerfield Drive, Louisville KY 
40220, Attn: Minister Search Com­
mittee. E-mail: Hunsinger.office 
@att.net. 

SEEKING: Full-time self-motivat­
ed DOM for two associations in North­
ern Kentucky, serving 39 churches in 
four counties that are predominantly in 
rural bedroom communities between 
Northern Kentucky, Lexington and 
Frankfort. Send resume and referenc­
es to: Denny French, Chairman of 
Search Committee, Rt. 1, Box 210-A, 
Warsaw, KY 41095, or e-mail: 
dsfrench@worldnet.att.net. Phone: 
(859) 567-2652. 

SEEKING: Full-time administra­
tive assistant to add to our ministry and 
growing church. Experience preferred. 
Please inquire at (502) 491-1920 or 
send resume to: West Broadway Bap­
tist Church, 8420 Six Mile Lane, Lou­
isville, KY 40220. 

SEEKING: LaCenter First Baptist 
Church is seeking a minister of music/ 
senior adults. Please send resume to: 
Personnel Committee, FBC, PO Box 
Z39, LaCenter, KY 42056. 

SEEKING: Ballardsville Baptist 
Church, a growing, mission-minded 
congregation, seeks applications for a 
full-time position from a person who 
senses a call to minister to youth and 
children. Bachelor's degree a mini­
mum requirement; seminary a plus. 
Experience in youth and children's 
ministry. Seeking organized, people­
oriented individual as a minister to 
youth and coordinator of children's 
programs. Compensation package ne­
gotiable. Send resume to: Search Com­
mittee, Ballardsville Baptist Church, 
4300 South Highway 53, Crestwood, 
KY 40014. 

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist 
Church of Cadiz is seeking a part-time 
minister of music. Send resume to: 
M/M Search Committee, East Cadiz 
Baptist Church, 407 Third St., Cadiz, 
KY 42211. 
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Cameron was quoted by The Ten­
nessean as saying that people who have 
read the New Testament book of Rev­
elation have "wondered what it all 
means." 

'There's a possibility this stuff is 
going to happen," Cameron said, "so I 
hope the movie will make people take 
a look at how authentic their own faith 
is and consider the truths of the Bible." 

SEEKING: Minister of students 
and activities. Southt;rn Baptist, ener­
getic, three years full-time or part-time 
experience, earned seminary or divini­
ty school degree. Send resume and ref­
erences to: Mike Alldredge, search 
committee chairman, Golden Springs 
Baptist Church, 3 Robertsdale Road, 
Anniston, AL 36207. 

SEEKING: Part-time music min­
ister. Primary responsibilities include: 
sharing in worship planning and lead­
ership; conducting sanctuary choir; and 
overseeing volunteer-staffed children's 
music ministry. Please send resume to: 
Albany First Baptist Church, 110 W 
Cumberland St., Albany, KY 42602, 
Attn: Music Committee, or call (606) 
387-5909. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church, 5610 U,S. Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three 
part-time positions: children's minis­
ter, youth minister and organist. Send 
resume to church in care of Personnel 
Committee. 

TOUR: Eleven-day best-of-Italy, 
July 8-18, See it all.just $2,879. Lottie 
Moon's China plus four-night Yangtze 
River cruise, Oct. 31-Nov. 11, only 
$2,375. Call Pastor Jack Studie for 
info: (270) 475-2197. Experience you 
can trust. 

• 



PEOPLE 
Will B.ush and Clinton attend the same church? 
By Kevin Eckstrom 
Religion News Service 

W ASIDNGTON (RNS)- They 
might not share the same views, but 
incoming President George W. Bush 
and outgoing President Bill Clinton 
could share the same church pew. 

When George W. Bush was sworn 
in last weekend as the 43rd president, 
he became the first Methodist president 
in 100 years and only the third in his­
tory. 

He replaced Bill Clinton, a South­
ern Baptist, who has attended Foundry 
United Methodist Church. 

With his wife in the U.S. Senate, 
and Foundry Pastor Philip Wogaman 
as a spiritual counselor, Clinton is ex­
pected to still attend the church. 

Bush has not said where he will at­
tend church while at the White House, 
but Wogaman has extended the Bush­
es an invitation. United Methodist 
Bishop Felton May of the Washington­
Baltimore area also has urged Bush to 
attend a Methodist church. 

"The United Methodist Church in­
cludes wide political and theological 
diversity," May said in a statement. 
"There is room for all who seek to fol­
low Jesus Christ. I am confident the 
president will be able to find a church 
that nurtures his faith and supports his 
family's spiritual life." 

Bush was raised as an Episcopalian 
but joined the United Methodist 
Church when he married his wife, 
Laura, a lifelong Methodist. They are 
members of Highland Park United 
Methodist Church near Dallas and at­
tended Tarrytown United Methodist 
Church in Austin, Texas. 

Bush shares an almost eerie simi­
larity with the two other Methodist 
presidents, Rutherford B. Hayes and 
William McKinley. Like Bush, Hayes 
won the White House in a hotly con-

GEORGE W. BUSH The new president, shown here during last weekend's inauguration, 
has not yet said where he will attend church, although he has been issued an invitation 
from the pastor of the Methodist congregation where Bill Clinton has been attending. 
(RNS photo by Jan Naso) 

tested election in which he won the 
Electoral College vote but failed to win 
the popular vote. • 

McKinley first won in 1896 but was 
assassinated just a year into his second 
term, in 1901. An evangelical prayer 
group is praying that Bush, unlike 
McKinley, does not succumb to the 
fabled "zero year curse" linked to the 
deaths of seven presidents-each elect­
ed in a year ending in zero-before 
their terms ended. 

The United Methodist Church is the 
nation's second-largest Protestant body 
with 8.4 million members in the Unit­
ed States, and about 10 million around 
the world. • 

These are good days for Method­
ists in Washington, with a number of 
high-profile members. Vice President­
elect Dick Cheney is a Methodist, as 
well as Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
D-N.Y., whousedaBiblegiven to her 

by the church' s General Board of 
Church and Society when she was 
sworn into office. 

The number of Methodist members 
of Congress is up six following last 
year' s election, with 39 Methodist Re­
publicans and 26 Methodist Demo­
crats. 

Catholics lead Congress with 150 
members, followed by Baptists, with 
72. Methodists rank third on Capitol 
Hill. 

As with any church member, it is 
unclear whether Bush's denomination­
al affiliation will influence his policy 
making. Clinton was more often at 
odds with the Southern Baptist Con­
vention than he agreed with it And like 
most Americans, Bush operates in an 
age where personal piety often matters 
more than denominational dogma. 
• Indeed, Bush is at odds with offi­

cial Methodist policy on a number of 

Vocal_ist sheds light on 'darkness of the soul' 
By Stacey Hamby 
Missouri Word & Way 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. (ABP)­
There were some days when she 
didn't even want to get out of bed. 

She read Scripture, but she had 
trouble believing it. She cried out, 
but she got no answer. The depres­
sion enveloped her like a "darkness 
of the Soul." 

But Christian musician Lynda· 
Randle said that if she hadn't gone 
through two years struggling with 
depression, she might not have the 
depth of compassion she has for oth­
er people today. Part of her ministry 
now is through the songs on her lat­
est contemporary Christian music 
CD, "Soul Shower." 

"'Soul Shower' was born in the 
dark; it was born out of my bowels," 
said Randle, who lives in Kansas 
City, Mo. "It's hard to see in the 
darkness. The storm was so bad, I 
didn't know if I was ever going to 
get out of it." 

That storm included the death of 
her father, a sister, a brother, two un­
cles and her best friend, all within 
two years. The loss of her father to 
cancer in 1998 hit her particularly 
hard. 

"When I was a kid, I used to lie 

on his chest to hear his heartbeat," 
she recalled. "I could tell him any­
thing. In December 1997, Dad went 
in for tests. He told me, 'Chubs'­
he always called me that- Tve got 
stomach cancer.' In one month, he 
was gone." 

The following months were some 
of the hardest of Randie's life, she 
said. "At one point, for about a 
week, I felt detached, like the world 
was moving around me. I had to 
pick someone up at the airport, and 
I remember thinking I didn't even 
want to go, because I was so scared. 
The fear of loss was so strong, I was 
afraid to be gone from my kids and 
afraid for my husband traveling." 

Then one day last spring, she 
woke up and felt different. "After 
the intense prayers of God' s people, 
the light came back on," she ex­
plained. 

Reflecting on what the experi-' 
ence taught her, she said: "I learned 
that God uses pain to give us wings 
of flight. Satan can take that grief, 
which is very natural, and tum it into 
something bad, but God can use it 
for good." 

Randle is riding high now with not 
only "Soul Shower" but also the re­
lease of her gospel music CD, "Time­
less." Randle recorded "Timeless" in 

response to the demand of fans who 
heard her sing during Gaither Home­
coming concerts. 

But she is the first to admit that 
singing doesn't come naturally to 
her. "Growing up I sang in the 
choir. That was a given in our cul­
ture, whether you could sing or not." 
She grew up as one of seven chil­
dren in Washington, D.C. Her broth­
er is Mi~hael Tait of Christian rock 
group de Talk. 

In high school, she ended up in a 
music class because another class 
she wanted was full. She started 
singing in contests and winning. 

She went on to Liberty Universi­
ty in Lynchburg, Va. , and sang on 
Jerry Falwell's television program. 
Invitations to sing in churches be­
gan arriving, and her career was on 
its way. 

Today, she regularly tours the 
United States, singing her own blend 
of contemporary and gospel music. 

Her husband is a youth minister 
and speaker who also has worked 
with the National Center for Fathers, 
based in Shawnee, Kan. They are 
members of Christian Fellowship 
Baptist Church in Kansas City. 

"I enjoy singing, but it' s an ef­
fort for me to vocalize," she said. 
"But God called me to do it." 

issues, from abortion- the church calls 
it a "regrettable option"- to affirma­
tive action to an expanded missile de­
fense system and gays in the military. 

Bush, a self-professed born-again 
Christian, promises a big role for faith­
based activism which will allow reli­
gious bodies to help in the delivery of 
social services, particularly in urban 
areas. 

Evangelicals within the United 
Methodist Church· say they are "en­
couraged" by having an ally in the 
White House, particularly with Bush's 
opposition to abortion. 

"We feel some degree of optimism, 
in fact more than that, we feel positive 
about George W. Bush as president and 
that he will bring with him a whole­
some concern for scriptural and fami­
ly values," said James Heidinger ill, 
president of the church' s evangelical 
Good News movement. 

Wogaman, who was also one of 
Clinton's three "spiritual advisers," 
said there is no "particular liklihood" 

' that Bush will attend his church near 
the White House, known for its pro­
gressive stands on such issues as abor­
tion and gay rights. 

A dean of the church's liberal wing, 
Wagaman said Bush- like any politi~ 
cal leader- will need to "transcend the 
particularities of his faith community, 
especially in a pluralistic country such 
as ours." 

The same could be said for the 
Methodist church. With a huge ideo­
logical range, Wogaman said there is 
room for both conservatives like Bush 
and progressives like himself. What's 
more, he said following the spirit of the 
church may be more important than 
following the law of the church, par­
ticularly for Bush. 

"You can faithfully be a Methodist 
without narrowly being a Methodist," 
he said. 

When George W. 
Bush was sworn in 
last weekend, he 
became the first 
Methodist 
president in 1 DO 
years and only the 
third in history. 

:·.Chrislla'Ji]i'd,ib/is111:E:;, .. -.· 
11·ta>pe·••·~-•a~wi~ 1na,ielJiaija1,ils:t$a1·. ,, 
_ .. WASH[NGJON (RN~)-;:qhfistiap ~hilareg's bookfhave 
L become. a,growth industry, .according to Christian product 

analysts. • • 
• The popular combination of religious .messages with the 

... bright colors and large letters of chilqren's literature is fueled, 
in part, by the desire to instill values at a time when reading to 
children is being emphasized. • 

"More and more religion publishers have expanded their 
children's divisions," said Elizabeth Devereaux, children's 
religion book review editor for Publishers Weekly. 

"Children's products have become a very strong priority in 
our industry," added Nancy Guthrie, a spokeswoman for CBA, 
an organization for Christian retailers. She called Christian 
children's books a growing aspect of the $3.5 billion annual 
sales in the Christian retail industry. 

From holiday stories to board books to age-appropriate 
Bibles, big companies and independent writers alike are 
taking advantage of the burgeoning market for the nation's 
youngest readers: 

Divisions of Christian book companies such as Zondervan 
Publishing House in Grand Rapids, Mich., and Thomas 
Nelson Publishers in Nashville churn out 80 to 100 books 
with Christian-and sometimes Christmas-themes on an 
aQnu?I basis. ... : . 

.. . .... 'Th,_e pfoducisJhat we're putting outJhere.,pfe.just meeting 
t the n,eedfpt the cu~ton:iers,;: s~Jd Kath,y ai~P~c qirep!or of.. 
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The 2000 Cumberland College Mountain 
Outreach Gift Day was a wonderful success, thanks 
to you and other friends like you! 

Approximate_ly fifty students and othe~ vol-
-unteers manned the warehouse for eight hours 
and assisted 392 families representing 1,616 
people. The crowd began arriving on Friday evening 
some fourteen hours before the doors were opened. 
By the time the opening hour arrived more than 180 
people were waiting to get in the building. 

The backrobm in the warehouse was stocked 
with toys and a limited. number of persons were al­
lowed in the room at any one time. Another area was 
set aside for children to play games and participate in 
crafts while their parents were in the warehouse. 

Every fifteen· minutes a ticket was drawn for a 
door prize which consisted of fifty-five bicycles, a 
color television, a computer with software and an 
exercise machine. One lady who won one of the 
bicycles cried when she explained that her son had 
been begging for a bicycle and that she told him · 
there was no way they could ever afford one. There 
were many tears of joy shed on this special day. 

In addition to clothing and toys, persons 
visiting the warehouse also found toiletries, 
books, shoes, household items and the list goes 
on. There was even hot chocolate available for all 
who wanted it! 

For more information about how you can 
help with future Gift Days call (606) 539-4346. 

6191 College Station Drive • Williamsburg, KY 40769 
1-800-343-1609 -
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