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Back to the future

By Victoria Moon
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—What does the
church of the future
look like?

According to
some church leaders,
it mixes sixth centu-
ry liturgy with alter-
native rock, monas-
tic visual images
with high technology and early Chris-
tian traditions with postmodern cul-
ture to create a blend that is drawing
a whole new generation of people to
the church.

“Something is definitely begin-
ning to happen, and God is doing

A man lights candles for a demansttlon of a Baptist orship service reaching young adults in Virginia. Observers say the
“ancient-future” model of worship, blending centuries-old traditions with today’s technology, is attracting Generation X to churches.

Gen-X drawn to mix of old & new worship styles

something new,” said Dieter Zander,
founder of ReImagine, a non-profit
evangelism/church-planting group in
San Francisco. “What’s going on
seems odd to the
church because it’s
outside the lines of
what the church has
been doing.”
But several ob-
M servers insist that
even the most tradi-
tional of churches can’t afford to ig-
nore this blend of ancient traditions
and today’s technology.

‘While many churches won’t adopt
all aspects of this movement, the
trend can be instructive to any church,
regardless of style and location, they

say, especially if they’re seeking to
reach teenagers and young adults.

According to Ralph Winter,
founder of the U.S. Center for World
Mission, 5,000 “Generation X”
churches focusing on alternative,
postmodern worship have been plant-
ed in the United States, and church-
planting experts say the numbers are
increasing steadily.

In Louisville, the Sojourn Com-
munity is an example of a new church
coloring outside the lines of main-
stream congregations.

According to senior pastor Daniel
Montgomery, Sojourn began last year
in an attempt to reach people who
were falling through the cracks in
Q See Mix of old, new ..., page 6

Christian marriage specialist asks, How’s your LUV language?

By Jon Walker
Baptist Press

LAKE FOREST, Calif. (BP)—
Learning to “LUV” is critical to the
success of any marriage, according to
author and relationship specialist Gary
Smalley.

Speaking at a preaching confer-
ence at Saddleback Valley Commu-
nity Church in Lake Forest, Calif.,
Smalley said LUV language involves
listening to, understanding and vali-
dating a mate’s feelings and needs.

Smalley, a popular Christian mar-
riage conference leader and author of
16 books on relationships, said this
simple method of communication rev-
olutionized his own marriage.

Comparing LUV talk to ordering
fast-food from a drive-through, Smal-

ley said that people facing a marital
conflict should listen carefully to what
a mate says about his or her feelings
and needs.

Then, just like a fast-food worker, -

the spouse should repeat back what
was heard. This not only helps clarify
that the person understand what was
said, but it also validates and values
that person’s mate, he said.

A person doesn’t necessarily have
to agree with his or her mate’s con-
clusions in order to understand his or
her feelings and needs, Smalley add-
ed.

Once both spouses have expressed
their feelings and needs they can work
as a team to determine solutions to any
problems in the marriage, Smalley
said.

One of the biggest problems he

sees in marriages, he noted, is that one
or both of the partners live as if they’re
single when, in fact, they now are a
blended unit, and that’s why they need
to solve marital problems together.

Learning to honor one’s mate is
critical to the success of marriage,
Smalley added. “There are treasures
in your mate that you have never seen
because you'’re not looking for them.”

He encouraged people to notice
that their mate is of great value and
then begin listing all the things to be
treasured in that mate.

This list, along with LUV talk, will
immunize a marriage against the four
relational “germs” that can destroy
any marriage, Smalley said.

Those “germs” are:

I Withdrawing from an argu-
ment. Every conflict with a mate is a

doorway to deeper intimacy, but with-
drawing from a healthy discussion of
conflict will lead to greater difficul-
ties and anger, Smalley said.

1 Escalation. People need five pos-
itive encounters for every one nega-
tive encounter, he said. Smally re-
counted that he and his wife plan cer-
tain events—such as a day at the
park—that are escalation-free, argu-
ment-free zones.

1 Belittling. When one mate acts
as if he or she is superior to the other,
the spouse is, in effect, parenting his
or her mate and that devalues, Small-
ey said. -

I Assuming the negative. Small-
ey said it is destructive for a person to
assume his or her spouse will respond
or behave a particular way without
finding out whether that is true.



BAPTISTS

“Why shouldn’t we
be known as the
people who are
friends of the
family?”

Tom Elliff, chairman

of SBC committee
on family life

New SBC council promotes family values

By Bob Allen
Associated Baptist Press

NASHVILLE (ABP)—The South-
ern Baptist Convention wants to be-
come a major force for family values,
according to convention leaders.

The SBC Executive Committee
voted unanimously Feb. 19 to estab-
lish a blue-ribbon council to marshal
denominational resources in a “cohe-
sive and concerted strategy” for
strengthening families in churches and
society.

The initiative builds on a 1998
amendment to the SBC’s official doc-
trinal statement defending traditional
families, including a controversial tenet
that wives must “graciously submit” to
their husbands.

Executive Committee President
Morris Chapman will appoint mem-
bers to the new Council on Family
Life. The council will work under the
auspices of the Executive Committee
for two years, in cooperation with oth-
er SBC entities with ministry assign-
ments related to the family and report
any recommendations to the SBC as a
whole.

Chapman said the council would
work to “elevate the sense of family
life” among Southern Baptists.

“We’re not trying to establish pro-
grams, but we are trying to say maybe
God will help us establish a movement
for family life in the Southern Baptist

Convention and in our world,” Chap--

man said.

The council will develop strategies
that “identify Southern Baptist church-
es as ‘great for the community because
they are great for the family,’” accord-
ing to a report and recommendation by

an ad hoc SBC committee on family
life appointed by Chapman last year.

“America’s families are in trouble,”
said former SBC president Tom ElIliff,
chairman of the ad hoc committee, in
areport to Executive Committee mem-
bers.

“The very fabric of our society, the
family, is being eaten away,” contin-
ued Elliff, pastor of First Southern
Baptist Church of Del City, Okla. He
cited statistics of record divorce rates,
increasing numbers of children born
out of wedlock and changing attitudes
that undermine traditional views of
family.

Americans know their families are
in trouble, Elliff said, but “they don’t
know where Southern Baptists stand”
on the issue. One reason for that, he
said, is “our own families are in trou-
ble,” noting that divorce rates among
Southern Baptists are not much differ-
ent from the public at large.

While the SBC, through various
denominational entities, offers a num-
ber of successful ministries to families,
many people don’t perceive it to be one
of the convention’s top priorities, he
said.

“Why shouldn’t we be known as the
people who are friends of the family?”’
Elliff asked.

While programs such as LifeWay
Christian Resources’ “True Love
Waits” sexual abstinence campaign
have received acclaim, Elliff said,
“Southern Baptists as a whole have
never declared war” on problems af-
fecting the family.

Southern Baptists also have not cre-
ated a perception across the nation that
they have anything to say about fami-
lies, Elliff said. He described witness-

ing to a woman who told him if she
ever were interested in going to a
church she would become a Mormon
because of that church’s family friend-
ly image.

“With all due respect,” Elliff said,
“we’ve got the right message for the
family. We ought to be the ones big on
the family.”

Elliff said embracing family con-
cerns would be a boon for evangelism
in Southern Baptist churches.

“It will be one of the greatest tools
for evangelism and church growth we
can ever have,” he said. “There are a
lot of things related to Southern Bap-
tists that people don’t care about, but
they do care about their families.”

Members of the study committee |

will become part of the new Council
on Family Life. One of the group’s
goals is “promotion of a wholesome
family life based on traditional Judeo-
Christian values.”

The report touches on the problem
of sexual abuse by ministers, saying:
“We believe God would be pleased by
arenewed call for servants whose lives
are characterized by fidelity in the
home. We applaud every effort of our
seminaries and other entities to under-
score this emphasis by providing the
necessary standards and theological
foundations commensurate with such
acall.”

It also advocates compassion for
those affected by divorce, calling for
“authentic ministry to those whose
lives and families have been fractured
and ravaged by the adversary, seeking
to provide the kind of compassionate
restoration and encouragement so typ-
ified by our Savior and made available
through the grace of God.”

Proposed SBC bhudget projects $10 million gain

NASHVILLE (BP)—Expressing
gratitude to Jehovah Jireh, the God
who provides, the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee pro-
posed a $178 million SBC Coopera-
tive Program allocation budget for
2001-2002.

The budget proposal, adopted Feb.
20, cited “gratitude for the unprece-
dented growth of our missions and
ministries, as well as the increase in our
seminary enrollment and in acknowl-
edgement of God as Jehovah Jireh.”

The proposed SBC budget—a $10
million increase over the current
year—will be voted on by convention
messengers at the June 12-13 SBC
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annual meeting in New Orleans.

The current percentage distribution
to SBC entities is maintained in the
proposed 2001-2002 budget, including
50 percent for the work of the Interna-
tional Mission Board and 22.79 percent
for North American Mission Board
ministries.

Other percentage distributions are:
21.64 for theological education, includ-
ing the SBC’s six seminaries and the
Historical Library and Archives; Eth-
ics & Religious Liberty Commission,
1.49 percent; Annuity Board, 0.76 per-
cent; and the SBC operating budget,
3.32 percent. .

In other business during its Feb. 19-

20 meeting in Nashville, Executive
Committee members:

0 Approved an increase of 3.4 per-
cent in the salary structure for Execu-
tive Committee staff, effective Oct. 1.

B Adopted a resolution of apprecia-
tion for O. Wyndell Jones and his wife,
Audie. Jones will retire March 31 after
15 years as executive director of the
Baptist Convention of Iowa.

I Heard a report that Barry Mc-
Carty, longtime chief parliamentarian
for SBC annual meetings, will again
assume that role at this year’s meeting
at a cost of $9,500. McCarty is pastor
of First Christian Church in Roswell,
Ga.

BAPTIST DIGEST

Cobb elected to
Fellowship’s No. 2
administrative post

ATLANTA (ABP)—The Co-
operative Baptist Fellowship
elected a Kentucky woman to its
No. 2 staff position Feb. 22.

Reba Sloan Cobb of Louisville
will serve as coordinator of the At-
lanta-based CBF Resource Cen-
ter, the designation for the group’s
leadership and

support team.

Cobb, 5%,
was elected by
CBF’s Coordi-
nating Council
on the recom-
mendation of a
seven-member
search commit-
tee. Since 1998
she has been ex-
ecutive director of the Louisville-
based Kentuckiana Interfaith
Community, a multi-faith agency
representing Protestant, Catholic,
Jewish and Muslim organizations.

A longtime volunteer leader in
CBF, Cobb will serve as the Fel-
lowship’s chief operating officer,
directing the work of more than
40 full-time staff members locat-
ed in Atlanta; Dallas; Houston;
Raleigh, N.C.; and Richmond,
Va. She will be responsible for
implementing CBF’s strategic
plans, cultivating its partnerships
with related organizations and
managing its infrastructure.

Following her election, Cobb
gave three reasons for accepting
the job: “First, I love a challenge,
and we have a challenge before us.

“Then there was the call of
God which I felt very strongly. I
didn’t think there was anything
that could blast me out of Louis-
ville ... where I have lived for 30
years. (But) there came this very
sure sense of a call that it was time
for me to do this.

“The third thing is that I have
a passion for CBF. I have been in
this from the very beginning. I
think it is critically important for
Baptists, for our nation, for our
world, that we be about this busi-
ness.”

Cobb will begin her duties
March 15 and move to Atlanta by
May 1. She previously served as
president of the Center for Wom-
en and Families in Louisville. Ear-
lier, she was youth minister at
Crescent Hill Baptist Church in
Louisville. Her husband, Dwight
Cobb, died in 1995.

An ordained minister, Cobb
was co-founder and coordinator of
the Center for Women in Minis-
try and a board member of South-
ern Baptist Women in Ministry.
She is a former trustee of George-
town College and served during
the past year as chair of the board
of trustees of Baptist Theological
Seminary at Richmond, Va.

" She was a member of the orig-
inal CBF Coordinating Council,
chair of the steering committee for
the 1997 General Assembly and a
leader in the founding of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Fellowship.

Cobb




KENTUGKY

KBC young adult specialist continues family tradition

By Trennis Henderson
Editor

LOUISVILLE—Working for a
Kentucky Baptist entity is more than a
ministry opportunity for Doug Miller;
it’s a family tradition.

Miller, elected last week as the
young adult associate in the Kentucky
Baptist Convention Sunday school de-
partment, said he is a fourth-generation
denominational worker. His father,
Chip Miller, retired in December as the
KBC church leadership specialist after
serving 16 years on the KBC staff.

Doug Miller said his grandfather
and his grandfather’s uncle previously
worked at the Western Recorder print
shop.

Miller has served the KBC for the
past year as a part-time young adult
consultant. The KBC Executive

- of the KBC Sunday school

Board’s administrative committee vot-
ed last week to make his position a full-
time associate role.

Darryl Wilson, director

department, said Miller will
be responsible for “develop-
ing relationships with
churches that are doing a
good job in reaching young
adults as well as those
churches that want to know
more about how to minister
to and reach young adults.”

Wilson described Miller
as “a person well grounded
in church work, a good conference
leader, a continual learner and good in
building relationships.”

Miller, who graduated last Decem-
ber from Southern Baptist Theological

Miller

Seminary in Louisville, also is a grad--

uate of Campbellsville University and
Boyce Bible School. He previously
was minister of discipleship
and evangelism at First Bap-
tist Church of Fairdale. He
also has worked in Detroit
with the Southern Baptist
North American Mission
Board. :

Noting that studies indi-
cate churches “have lost an
entire segment of young
adults, primarily Gen-X and
the Bridger generation,”
Miller said his goal is to help
churches “go out and effec-
tively reach these folks and bring them
in the kingdom of God again.”

Miller said he plans to visit church-
es that are effectively reaching young
people in order to learn their ministry
principles and help other churches im-

plement similar efforts.

Administrative committee mem-
bers also approved part-time consult-
ant roles in two other ministry areas.

Extending the family tradition,
Miller’s father, Chip, was elected as a
part-time church growth consultant. He
will be responsible for implementing
the church growth team’s Natural
Church Development evaluations as
well as helping plan and lead small
church conferences and responding to
church architecture inquires.

Karen Strader was named a part-
time preschool-children’s consultant.
She has served since 1993 as a pre-
school director and children’s minis-
ter. She will be responsible for coordi-
nating training for preschool and chil-
dren’s workers as well as conferences
for church weekday education pro-
grams.

Graham crusade preparations gaining momentum

LOUISVILLE—From traditional
Christian Life & Witness classes to an
“Xtreme Explosion” event billed as a
“high-energy concert for students,”
numerous pre-crusade events are being
planned in conjunction with this sum-
mer’s Greater Louisville Billy Graham
Crusade.

Crusade coordinator Jeff Anderson
said area church members will have
numerous opportunities for involve-
ment. He said plans call for up to 5,000
trained counselors, 1,500 ushers and a
4,000-voice choir during the June 21-
24 crusade at Papa John’s Cardinal Sta-
dium. v

Anderson said the crusade budget
of $2.17 million will include contribu-
tions from individuals, churches and
corporations as well as crusade offer-
ings. The funds will be used for church

mobilization, stadium arrangements,
advertising, staff and office operations.
“Our greatest need is prayer,”
Anderson emphasized. He said a pas-
tors’ prayer committee is working to
“mobilize pastors to be leaders in the
area of prayer.” He said other key needs
include leadership, training, outreach
and follow-up discipleship.
“Outreach really is the heart of the

crusade to pray for and invite people

to the crusade,” Anderson noted, add-
ing that “our ultimate mandate for the
crusade is to make disciples for Christ.”

Among events scheduled prior to
the crusade are:

1 “Ignite the Flame” student prayer
rally March 2 at 7 p.m. at Canaan Mis-
sionary Baptist Church in Louisville.

1 Evangelism and discipleship sem-
inars March 5-10. The seminars for

Campbellsville gets accreditation
for Carver School of Social Work

CAMPBELLSVILLE (BP)—
Campbellsville University’s Carver
School of Social Work has received
an initial four-year accreditation for its
baccalaureate social work program.

The recognition comes from the
Council on Social Work Education,
the official accrediting body for social
work programs at American colleges
and universities

“This is wonderful news as the
Carver School of Social Work seeks
to regain the reputation it has held for
many years as one of the nation’s pre-
mier social work programs,” said
Mike Carter, Campbellsville’s presi-
dent. “As we build our undergraduate
program, we will begin to move for-
ward with seeking the council’s ac-
creditation for the master’s degree
program.”

Campbellsville acquired the school
in the winter of 1997-98 from South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville.

The transfer followed a controver-
sial period for the school starting in
March 1995 when Dean Diana Gar-
land was fired after publicly criticiz-
ing President Al Mohler’s hiring pol-
icies. Garland said the policies, later
adopted by Southern’s trustees, were
too restrictive and could threaten the

school’s accreditation.

Those hiring policies included that
faculty candidates agree with specific
social/theological issues, including the
belief that God does not call women to
Serve as pastors. -

Garland said it would be difficult,
if not impossible to recruit academical-
ly qualified faculty candidates in social
work who held such restrictive theo-
logical positions. Mohler countered
that the worldview of social work is not
“congruent at all points™ with evangel-
ical theology.

Once transferred to Campbellsville,
the Carver School brought with its
name, a Southern Baptist heritage and
a sizable collection of library resourc-
es, Carter said.

“The baccalaureate program of so-
cial work at Campbellsville Universi-
ty stresses academic excellence and
personal growth within a nurturing,
Christian environment,” Carter said.
“The program expands the university
mission in advancing students toward
continued learning in all aspects of life,
with specialized emphasis on the pro-
fessional application of generalist so-
cial work practice.”

Compiled from reporting by Marc Whitt
of Campbellsville University and Western
Recorder archives

pastors and church leaders will offer
training in crusade evangelism and dis-
cipleship. Eight seminars will be held
in Louisville and surrounding cities.

0 A series of mobilizing events will
be held March 23-25 at the Kentucky
International Convention Certer in
downtown Louisville. Events include
“Prepare to Win” rally for adults March
23 at 7 p.m.; “Xtreme Explosion” con-
cert for students March 24 at 7 p.m.;
and “Senior Celebration” concert
March 25 at 2 p.m.

0 Christian Life & Witness classes
will be held weekly from April 16
through May 14. The classes will pro-
vide training in crusade counseling.

For more information about specif-
ic events, contact the crusade office at
(502) 412-0977 or e-mail info@Louis
villeCrusade.org.

BLUEGRASS BURGOO
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Leave view behind

The article on the Christian Book-
sellers Association in the Feb. 6 issue
of the Western Recorder indicated that
books by Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jen-
kins were seven of the top 10 on the
fiction best sellers list. These are part
of a series known as the “Left Behind”
series.

Now a movie based on the series
titled “Left Behind” has been released.
Unfortunately some of our churches
are helping sponsor the
movie. I have been told
that it is about as violent
as some of the usual Hol-
lywood productions.

The books and movie
are a narrow theology in

BA PTIST

the believer and religious freedom, then
I could not be a Baptist. It was encour-
aging to me that pillars of our denom-
ination, such as Herschel Hobbs, laid
such a firm foundation.

When I read “Mainstream Baptists
group organizing in Kentucky,” I
agreed that as a Baptist, I do not wish
to be catorigized as an SBC fundamen-
talist and that I want to focus on mis-
sions and evangelism. Unfortunately,
our responses have resulted in division
instead of unity. I am concerned that
the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention would be targeted
as the next victim of their
agenda and I want to en-
courage all who are a part
of the KBC to follow
Christ first and only. I am

a dangerously compelling grateful to God that He led
mesh of fiction and scrip- F"R“M me to a Baptist church
ture misinterpretation. where my family can des-
They are obsessed with an ignate where we want our

“anti-Christ” when scripture teaches
anti-Christs, plural.

These extreme premillennial inter-
pretations are denied by many schol-
ars and Christians. They are the basis
for many people’s belief that peace is
not possible, that there will be war un-
til the end. This is directly counter to
Jesus’ teaching in the prayer He taught
us to pray: “Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.” Is there peace in
heaven?

Bill Moore
Owensboro

Maintain'foundation

Your newspaper did it again! After
reading the Feb. 20 edition of the West-
ern Recorder; I was affirmed in my
sometimes fluctuating belief that I can
still be a Baptist.

The article, “Baptist legend Hobbs

wasn’t ‘duped,’” defender claims,”

helped me understand that fellow be-
lievers across our state are also strug-
gling to remain aligned with a denom-
ination that seeks to remove the very
tenets on which I chose to become a
Baptist. If a new Baptist Faith and
Message is adopted and is not based
on soul competency, the priesthood of

The prayer of Jahez

-In the book, “The Prayer of Jabez,”
Bruce Wilkerson, founder and presi-
dent of Walk Thru the Bible Ministries,
shared how this simple yet profound
prayer was used by God to transform

tithes and offerings to go and where we
have the freedom to grow in our faith
as the Holy Spirit leads us.

Finally, I want to thank you and
your staff for your commitment to re-
vealing the full spectrum of what it
means to be a Baptist today and that
there are those who still believe in the
foundations of our faith. Count me in

as a part of the body of Christ first and
a Baptist second.

Debbie Houston

Crestwood

Move beyond fear

It seems to me the reason so many
Baptist churches are passive—even if
not hostile—toward moderates is fear.
Any church leadership who dissents
from the “tried and true”” church heri-
tage and tradition is considered risqué.
“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it,” suits

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

God’s nature. And God’s nature is to
bless.

Second, Jabez prayed, “Oh, that you
would enlarge my territory!” This is
asking God to enlarge your life so you

his life (1 Chronicles 4:9-
10).

In Hebrew, the word Ja-
bez means “pain.” Literally
it could read, “He causes
pain.” That doesn’t sound
like a great start in life, but
Jabez prayed a prayer that
enabled him to break
through to blessing.

First, Jabez prayed, “Oh,
that You would bless me in-

Bill Mackey

for Him. It begins in your
own household, the single

- most powerful arena on
earth to change a life for
God. It is not a selfish prayer
but a prayer for enlarged
ministry as provided by
God

This past week God pro-
vided me with two unusual
opportunities for ministry. A

deed ...!” To bless in the
biblical sense means to ask for or to
impart supernatural favor. He left it up
to God to determine the nature of the
blessing. When you pray this prayer
you become wholly immersed in what
God is seeking to do in you, through
you and around you. Jabez was blessed
because he refused to let any obstacle,
person or opinion lcom larger than

4 WESTERN RECORDER B FEBRUARY 27, 2001

bank manger I went to see
was not available so I was directed to
his assistant. After learning that her
husband recently had left her, there was
an opportunity for ministry. A few days

" later while waiting in another line, I

discovered that the person in front of
me needed prayer. Her fiancé had been
robbed, shot and left paralyzed.

Third, Jabez prayed, “Oh, that Your

can make a greater impact’

many complacent church members.
Others still believe they should accept
“the lesser of two evils.”

What the passive and the active ad-
versaries should realize is that it’s the
Fundamentalists (with a capital F) who
have changed radically. Through the
subterfuge of supposed heresy and lib-
eralism on the part of Baptist scholars
and other former Southern Baptist
leaders, the ultra-conservative mindset
has stolen the SBC in 15 years’ time.
By the shrewd strategy of Paul
Pressler, Paige Patterson and the like,
original trustees of these institutions
were robbed. The old SBC does not
exist.

What moderates and mainstream
Baptists are trying to say is that the
Baptist heritage has been thrown away.
Baptist principles were dearly bought
in our nation. Baptist preachers were
thrown in jail for preaching the truth.
Roger Williams fled and established
true religious liberty in Rhode Island.
How can anyone claim this nation was
founded as Christian under such con-
ditions? But the Baptist hierarchy in
control of Southern Baptist institutions
has violated these principles of sound
Baptists. This top-down hierarchy dic-
tates to churches what to believe.

To the alarmists who lay the prob-
lem of estrangement from God and in-
tegrity at the moderates’ feet, we mod-
erates and mainstream Baptists have
not moved. We're faithful to the Word,
to a congregational form of govern-
ment, to the priesthood of the believer
and to soul competency. We swear by
the fundamentals (with a small f) just
as we always did. We’ve not moved.
Our accusers have moved far away
from New Testament Christianity. We
don’t claim kinship to that.

Don Cassidy
Premium

hand would be with me!” It can be
frightening and exhilarating to march
into new territory attempting some-
thing large enough that failure
is guaranteed—unless God steps in
(2 Corinthians 3:5-6, Acts 11:21). God
is watching and waiting for you to ask
(2 Chronicles 16:9).

Fourth, Jabez prays, “Oh, that You
would keep me from evil!” The great-
est peril of blessing can be presump-
tion. This is a prayer for supernatural
help to protect us from Satan’s proven
ability to make us come in second.
Jesus taught us to pray, “And do not
lead us into temptation, but deliver us
from the evil one” (Matthew 6:13).

Wilkerson concludes, “How would
your day unfold if you believed that
God wants your borders expanded at
all times with every person?” God
knows something you can’t possibly
know—every single person who is in
desperate need of receiving His touch
through you.

“So God granted him (Jabez) what
he requested.”

Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Long-term capital
gain tax rates
offer tax savings

By Jeremy White

When people sell investment
property,
they often re-
mark, “T hope
I don’t have
to pay the
capital gains
tax!” :

The impli-
cations in the
above state-
ment are that
a separate tax exists in addition to
income tax and the tax rate is high-
er than normal.

Actually, there is no capital
gains tax, only income tax at
more favorable capital gain rates.
A long-term capital gain receives
favorable income tax treatment,
not an additional, separate tax.

If you own a mutual fund,
common stock, farmland or oth-
er investment property for more
than 12 months, then you qualify
for a lower long-term capital gain
tax rate. If your regular income
is taxed at 15 percent, then the tax
rate on any long-term capital gain
is 10 percent. The maximum
long-term capital gain rate is 20
percent—even if your regular in-
come tax rate is 39.6 percent.

The news gets even better.
Beginning in 2001, a new hold-
ing period and a new lower rate
begin. Any gain from the sale of
property held more than five
years will be taxed at 8 percent if
it otherwise would have been
taxed at 10 percent. Even if the
holding period began before
2001, it still qualifies for the 8
percent rate.

Beginning in 2006, for capi-
tal gains that would have been
taxed at 20 percent (which ap-
plies when a taxpayer is in the 28
percent income tax bracket), the
capital gain rate lowers to 18 per-
cent for assets held five years.
Therefore, taxpayers with higher
incomes begin their five-year
holding period in 2001.

For example, Bob and Mary
sold in 2001 a mutual fund
bought in 1994 at a gain of
$3,000. Their taxable income of
$35,000 places them in the 15
percent income tax bracket. The
additional income tax owed as a
result of the investment gain is
$240 or 8 percent of $3,000.

If Bob and Mary had earned
the additional $3,000 at their jobs,
they would have paid federal in-
come tax of $450. So the new
“super long-term” capital gain
rate reduces their federal income
tax even more.

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant in Paducah. See his
weekly financial tip on his Web site
at www.consultcpa.com.




‘Recreational’ gambling can lead to
gambling addiction, financial woes

Q: My husband wants to spend an unusually large amount
of money on lottery tickets. How do | know if he is going
overboard?

Many people consider the lottery, bingo, mail order
sweepstakes and slot machines to be fun, harmless

entertainment.

For those who become addicted,
however, it is a devastating disease that
progresses as they gradually lose the
ability to control the impulse to gamble.
This results in excessive gambling, which FA MILY
can damage one’s personal life, family or

job. The American Psychiatric F"H“M
Association recognizes this as an impulse

control disorder with an estimated 5 to 7

percent of the population suffering from gambling problems.

Gambling is on the rise in many areas as legalized
gambling expands. When gambling begins to get out of hand
and losses are more than they can afford, many people are
embarrassed about not being able to control themselves.
Many of them don’t know that help is available.

Those who begin to gamble frequently may gamble away
funds needed for food or medications. Some are gambling
away their homes and are reluctant to discuss the problem.
They dismiss the intrusion with the attitude, “It's my money. |
will spend it any way | want.”

A gambling problem may remain invisible until a gambler’s
life starts to fall apart. Symptoms of problem gambling may
include a denial that he or she gambles, changes in normal
communication with family members, repeatedly borrowing
money, paying bills late, frequent iliness due to failure to buy
needed medication and personality changes.

Although compulsive gambling is a serious addiction that
can ruin people financially and emotionally, there is help
available. If you or someone you know has a gambling
problem, contact the Council on Problem Gambling Helpline
at (800) 426-2535. The helpline is answered 24 hours a
day.—Jon Rainbow

Q: How can | begin preparing my children to date?

Although boys and girls need to learn.how to be together
and how to get along with members of the opposite sex,
dating is not for children. Parents should not allow or
encourage any form of dating among children, even early
adolescents. However, parents can and should begin early
building the foundations for later dating experiences that will
be positive and productive.

Teach respect for the opposite sex. Children learn by
watching, so set a good example, especially when it comes to
common courtesies and manners. Teach your son to be
gentle and thoughtful. Teach your daughter how to conduct
and carry herself with grace. This includes how to dress
appropriately and modestly.

When your children are about 9 or 10 years old,
encourage them to make a list of characteristics they would
want in a husband or wife. At such an early age, most
children will find this activity fun, and will be extremely
specific and honest. File the list and bring it out when your
child gets ready to start dating.

Dating involves choosing friends, and more often than not,
eventually leads to the choice of a best friend for life. Help
your children have high expectations when it comes to
friends. Teach them to be kind and friendly to everyone, but
challenge children to be choosy about who they spend the
most time with. Encourage them to keep their standards high:
and not compromise their convictions. Standards set in
childhood will carry over into dating days.—David Garrard
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, associate director of
Cornerstone Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children;
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center
in Louisville; and James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send questions for Family Forum to

Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec@nitr.net.

OPINION

What ever happened to SBC’s covenant goal?

‘When you drop a dollar in the offering plate on Sun-
day morning, how much of it goes to support Southern
Baptist missionaries in North America and around the
world? Probably less than you expect.

Five years ago, Southern Baptist Convention mes-
sengers approved bylaw changes to implement a mas-
sive restructuring of denominational entities. A major
purpose of adopting the “Covenant for a New Century”
plan reportedly was to channel more funds into
cutting-edge ministry projects on mission
fields around the globe.

The restructuring reduced the number of
national SBC agencies from 19to 12. Accord-
ing to committee chairman Mark Brister, the
downsizing was designed to create a more ef-
ficient structure for the 21st century and chan-
nel “more money, more personnel and more
prayer into reaching the world for Christ.”

Brister, a former Louisiana pastor who now
serves as president of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity, told convention messengers the re-
structuring plan would provide “less funding
of bureaucracy and more fueling of ministry.”
He added that “we must quit tapping the pipe- .
line and give more fuel to the front line.”

Committee member Ronnie Floyd, an Arkansas pas-
tor and former SBC Executive Committee chairman,
emphasized that the plan’s goal was to “avoid duplica-
tion and get more money to the mission fields of the
world.”

Five years after the plan was launched, how sizable
are the budget percentage gains for the Southern Bap-
tist International Mission Board and North American
Mission Board? Considerably less than you would ex-
pect.

During last week’s meeting of the SBC Executive
Committee, members approved a proposed SBC Coop-
erative Program allocation budget of $178 million for
the 2001-2002 fiscal year. Included in that total is 50

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

percent for the work of the International Mission Board
and 22.79 percent for North American Mission Board
ministries.

How does that compare to pre-restructuring days?
For starters, keep in mind that NAMB is a post-restruc-
turing entity comprised of the former Brotherhood Com-
mission, Home Mission Board and Radio & Television
Commission. Prior to adopting the Covenant for a New
Century, those three agencies received a com-
bined 24.15 percent of the SBC’s annual CP
budget. ;

While the IMB’s budget has remained
steady at 50 percent of national CP gifts over
the past several years, NAMB’s budget per-
centage also has remained unchanged from its
initial allocation of 22.79 percent. That means
the SBC’s combined budget percentages for
North American and international missions
has declined 1.36 percent since the start of
denominational downsizing.

Granted, 1.36 percent doesn’t sound like
much. But in a $178 million budget, that’s a

pe e drop of more than $2.4 million in “front line”

mission dollars.

On the positive side, healthy CP gains have resulted
in more actual dollars flowing into Southern Baptist
mission work. But the indication when restructuring was
adopted was that a bigger piece of the CP pie would be
headed to needy mission fields. A 1.36 percentage drop
falls far short of that goal.

Rather than taking the easy road of endorsing static
budget percentages year after year, elected SBC lead-
ers need to wrestle with tough choices and determine
how to fulfill promises made to convention messengers
in years past.

Even more importantly, the more money that can be
channeled to missions efforts at home and abroad, the
greater impact Southern Baptists can have in spreading
the gospel. And that’s a covenant worth keeping.
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Evangelis‘mon the edge

ASLANS HOW Daniel Montgomery, pastor of Sojourn Community,
and his wife, Mandy, sit outside the art museum that Sojourn uses to
connect with “cultural creatives” in Louisville’s Highlands community.
(Southern Baptist Theological Seminary photo)

New church sponsors museum
fo meet Louisville postmoderns

By Victoria Moon
Staff Writer

LOUISVILLE—Hidden among the tattoo
parlors, piercing salons, trendy restaurants and
alternative music stores in the Highlands
district of Louisville is an art gallery that is
taking the idea of “seeker service” to a whole new level.

The gallery, Aslans How, is the evangelistic outreach
ministry of Sojourn Community, a postmodern church
reaching young people in Louisville.

“We believe that the arts need to be cultivated and
fostered,” said Daniel Montgomery, pastor of Sojourn.

The fledgling church, which is supported by the Kentucky
Baptist Convention and the Southern Baptist North American
Mission Board, opened the gallery in November 2000 as a
way to build bridges within the community.

“We are trying to build a non-sectarian venue with this,”
Montgomery said. “This isn’t a Christian art gallery. It's an art
gallery run by Christians.”

Despite the distinction made by Montgomery, hints of the
gallery’s Christian leanings abound. Its name is taken from
C.S. Lewis’ classic children’s allegory, “The Chronicles of
Narnia.” The gallery’s first exhibit was “The Florence Portfolio:
Sacrifice,” a group of 20 etchings by six artists with
Christians In Visual Arts.

Though the gallery had no shows for the past two months, |
it has planned continuing exhibits throughout the spring and
summer. Future shows range from Jewish artists to a
collection of works by members of the Sojourn congregation.

“This is essentially an evangelistic outreach,” said
Montgomery. “We are trying to build bridges with our
community by connecting to them where they are.”

Besides the art exhibits, Sojourn members also use the
gallery to host film and philosophy discussion groups that are
designed to attract non-Christians.

“We have people from New Age, Roman Catholic,
Unitarian backgrounds, you name it,” he said. “We discuss
everything from ‘Citizen Kane’ to ‘Magnolia,” and we always
ask, ‘What are the spiritual implications of this film?"”

With the Christian and secular equally blended together,
Montgomery admits it is hard sometimes to know where to
draw the line at deciding something is “too secular” for their
particular evangelistic vision. :

“We have a hard time setting limits sometimes,” he said.
“There isn’t another place like this as far as we know, so we
don’t have a frame of reference for this.” :

The blurred boundaries have resulted in some distrust by -
both Christians and non-Christians.

“Some Christians have an idea of what evangelism should
look like, and some non-Christians already have an idea of
what Christians are like,” he said. “What we want is to break
down barriers on both sides, and by breaking down the
stereotypes allow new life to emerge.”
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Mix of old, new worship attracting Gen-X

Continued from page 1
more mainstream churches.

“Our focus is those with a postmod-
ern mindset, the ‘cultural creative,’” he
said. “People who tend to reject hedo-
nism, materialism and cynicism. They
are crying for something authentic.”

Sojourn mixes postmodern, narra-
tive-style sermons with film clips, and
traditional liturgy with alternative rock
and iconography to create a unique
worship experience that is attracting 80
to 100 people a week since the church’s

~ inception last September.

“For example, we recently had a
baptism service where we dimmed the
lights and used a DVD player to show
images of icons from the classic Rus-
sian film ‘Andrei Rublyov’ while the
baptism was going on,” Montgomery
said.

“Our musicians can rock out, but at
the same time we use a lot of the tradi-
tional hymns. And we may use film
clips from films like ‘American Beau-
ty’ to illustrate a point
in a sermon, yet we
follow the traditional
liturgical calendar.”

In Lynchburg, Va.

_ -senior pastor Jim Bau-
com of Rivermont
Avenue Baptist
Church started a Celtic worship service
on Sunday mornings for the young
adults in his church who were craving
a different style of worship than what
was offered in the church’s regular con-
temporary-style service.

“A lot of the folks who have come
into the church have been left with a
hunger for a more contemplative wor-
ship experience,” Baucom said. “In
particular, the Gen-Xers who have
come in to the church have asked for
something very traditional, and they
don’t mean Second-Great-Awakening
Baptist. They mean ancient.”

At the service, worship leaders wear
traditional medieval vestments, the ser-
vice is candlelit and Celtic Christian
prayers, poetry and imagery are mixed
with guided silences and a brief ser-
mon.

“The elements of Celtic Christiani-
ty we use come primarily from the
sixth century, from St. Patrick,” Bau-
com said.

“It’s a tradition that’s very Trinitar-
ian and evangelistic,” he added. “We're
incorporating elements of Celtic Chris-
tianity in a form appropriate to our cul-
ture now while not sacrificing what’s
most important from our Baptist heri-
tage.”

Despite its conservative theology
and ancient history, however, Baucom
said Celtic Christianity offers many
elements that appeal to today’s young
adults.

“It offers a multi-sensory religious
experience, and focuses on the mystery
of God,” he said. “A lot of the people
who come to our service don’t want to
think God is all-knowable. They want
something that will capture the enor-
mity of who God is.”

The Celtic service draws between
150 to 200 worshippers every Sunday,
and Baucom said he isn’t surprised to
see that many are also not Gen-Xers.

“We get a lot of senior adults as
well, many of Scotch-Irish descent
who grew up in simple, agrarian types
of environments and are drawn to the
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‘Ancient-future’ faith: What is it?

simplicity of the Celtic service,” he

said.

In fact, all those interviewed noted
that the one generation missing from
these postmodern services and church-
es is the Baby Boomer generation, who
still attend mainstream services in high
numbers.

“Many of the mega-churches we
know today, as well as contemporary
worship and the praise and worship-
style choruses, were born of the ’70s
and the Jesus Movement,” said Zander,
former pastor of New Song Church in
Covina, Ca., considered by many to be
the first Gen-X church in the country.

“That movement took off and cap-
tured a whole generation—the Baby
Boomer generation. So they are off the
church radar screen on this,” he added.

Smaller churches who see this as an
option are more likely to be able to
adapt their style than mega-churches,
which have the constraints of size and
budget, he added. “Small churches
have the freedom to ask ‘What if we
try being who we are where we are?
What if we try ministering where we
are?

“Mega-churches have a lot of pres-
sure to continue being mega-churches,”
he noted. “Part of what happens in a
mega-church is they have to continue
playing to people’s needs to garner the
numbers and financial support they
need to stay huge.”

Ed Stetzer, director of the Church
Planting Center for Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
agrees that smaller churches have the
advantage if they want to start reach-
ing the postmodern generation.

“If a small church is strictly tradi-

tional, for example, they can skip the
contemporary phase and go straight to
the ancient phase,” he said. “It’s hard-
er to make the shift from mainstream
traditional to contemporary than it is
to makeé the jump from traditional to
ancient-modern because the ancient
worship style incorporates elements
familiar to many traditional worship-
pers',’

While Stetzer, who currently is
writing a book about postmodern
church starts, said he believes that the
church of the future will include this
ancient-future worship and outreach,
he does not think it will completely re-
place traditional and contemporary
worship.

“Now contemporary worship is be-
coming the new traditional worship,
and it was radical 20 to 30 years ago,”
he said. “T don’t know what worship
will look like 100 years from now, but
I do think this new style of worship will
come alongside of what is already
there, but not replace it.”

But that doesn’t mean churches that
won’t host ancient-future services
should ignore the trends of postmod-
ern worship, Stetzer added.

“I think that to reach young adults,
traditional churches no longer need
assume that they must rush into a con-
temporary service with a music band
and matching light show,” he said.

“So many traditional churches are,
ironically, well prepared to reach a gen-
eration searching for historic roots—
but only if the churches are willing to
explain their traditions and engage
inquisitive young adults in dialogue
about the value of those traditions and
their applicability to real life.”
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Prof lists 10 commandments
for postmodern U.S. churches

LOUISVILLE—Ed Stetzer, direc-
tor of the Nehemiah Project church
planting center at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville,
has compiled 10 rules for successful
postmodern churches and worship ser-
vices: G

B Be unashamedly spiritual.
“Many postmoderns
are open to the spiritu-
al,” Stetzer said. “Peo-
ple are tired of the
modern belief that ev-
erything can be an-
swered by science and
reason. They are open .
to something mystical and spiritual.”

B Promote incarnational minis-
try. “Authenticity is essential,” he said.
“Postmoderns are looking for persons
who are genuine and transparent.”

Too often, postmoderns feel they’re
meeting an alien culture when they en-
counter evangelical Christianity, he
added. “It is not the job of the un-
churched postmodern to enter our cul-
ture. It is our job to invade theirs (be-
come incarnate) with the unchanging
truth of the gospel.”

Il Worship experientially. Stetzer
pointed out that authenticity is valued
above technique in churches reaching
postmoderns. “A dynamic worship-
ping community becomes a powerful
apologetic to a generation open to the
spiritual but not knowing how to con-
nect with the Spirit. Postmoderns want
to experience God, not just see a show
about Him.”

H Preach narrative expository
messages. “Jesus frequently used nar-
ratives or stories in His preaching, and
often the story was the point,” Stetzer
said. “Preaching biblical stories con-
nects to a culture that sees stories as a
source of truth.”

B Appreciate and participate in
ancient pattemns. ‘“Postmodern lead-
ers are spellbound by the ancient-fu-
ture faith of the past,” he said. “There
is anew interest in ancient things: Gre-
gorian chants, Celtic Christianity, an-
cient art, etc. The church can embrace
those that promote biblical truth.”

W Experience visual worship.
Paintings, banners, candles and other
imagery can help share the gospel mes-
sage, he said. “In the postmodern age,
truth can be expressed in images illu-
minating biblical truth.”

Resources:

B Engage in service. Churches
can connect with postmodern Ameri-
cans by offering them an outlet for their
passion to serve, Stetzer said. “Genu-
ine faith always expresses itself in min-
istry,” he added. “As postmoderns see
that faith produces service, the validi-
ty of the faith is proved. A wonderful
outlet for this is to engage postmoderns
in mission work.”

M Connect with technology.
“Technology is no longer an option in
postmodern culture. It is part of the cul-
ture,” he said. Churches trying to reach
postmoderns not only will use technol-
ogy in worship, but they also will pro-
mote community through that technol-
ogy, such as the Internet.

M Live community. “Community is
a central value in most effective
churches reaching postmoderns,” he
said.” This is good news for the church;
community is central to its mission.
With a culture eager for genuine com-
munity, the church of Christ can offer
community with people and with
God.”

B Promote team-based leader-
ship. Leadership in the postmodern
context tends to be dramatically differ-
ent than it was in other models, Stetzer
said.

“In the modern context, the leader
was penalized for transparency. Lead-
ers who shared their struggles frequent-
ly regretted it later as it became an ex-
ample in future arguments,” he said.
“In the postmodern era, struggle is
more valued.”
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BAPTISTS

Annuity Board cuts ties to former SBC churches

By Tony Cartledge
North Carolina Biblical Recorder

RALEIGH, N.C. (ABP)—A run-
ning joke among Baptist ministers dur-
ing two decades of denominational in-
fighting has been, “If the Southern
Baptist Convention splits, I'm going
with the Annuity Board.” For some,
it’s no longer a laughing matter.

The Dallas-based SBC agency has
announced that staff members from
churches that publicly sever ties with
the SBC are no longer eligible to par-
ticipate in Annuity Board retirement or
insurance programs. The board will
continue to manage asset accumula-
tions and distributions for past partici-
pants, officials said, but will not accept
additional contributions or make insur-
ance programs available.

State convention officials have been
asked to implement the policy and no-
tify the Annuity Board when a church
withdraws from the SBC.

The Church Annuity Plan is based
on contractual agreements between the
Annuity Board and the state conven-
tions or multi-state associations affili-
ated with the SBC. The plan calls for
the state conventions to determine.
which churches qualify for participa-
tion.

As amended and restated in 1995,
the plan defines an eligible church as
“any Southern Baptist church as deter-
mined by the state convention as well
as an association of Southern Baptist
churches or other Southern Baptist or-
ganizations that the state convention
determines should be treated as a.

church for purposes of participation in
this plan.”

The same section goes on to state
that “an organization shall cease to be
a (qualifying) church when the Annu-
ity Board receives notice from the state
convention that the organization is no
longer a Southern Baptist church.”

Annuity Board President O.S.
Hawkins recently wrote to executive
directors of the state conventions, re-
minding them of the provision. The
Annuity Board must act within the lim-
its of its charter, Hawkins said, which
calls for it to serve churches only with-
in the bounds of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

“We expect you to notify us of
churches in your state that no longer
consider themselves to be a part of the
Southern Baptist Convention,” Hawk-
ins wrote to state convention leaders.

Don Spencer, director of the Ken-
tucky Baptist Convention annuity de-
partment, said the Annuity Board po-
sition is nothing new. “Our approach
hasn’t changed,” he said. “According

- to the Church Annuity Plan, the state

convention is responsible for determin-
ing what churches are eligible for the
plan. If a church is not qualified either
under the KBC or SBC constitution,
the Annuity Board cannot serve them.”

Curtis Sharp, executive officer for
denominational and public relations
services with the Annuity Board, told
a recent gathering of state executive
directors and editors that the Annuity
Board has no desire to force churches
out of its programs. “We want to keep
them in,” he said. “The worst thing for

School of Church Music and Worship

MAKE MUSIC LIKE

THE MASTERS

MUSIC EDUCATION FOR LAY PEOPLE

Seminary Academy of Music

Master of Music

Southern Seminary now offers a degree in music for lay persons who do not

feel called to vocational ministry.

The Master of Music degree offers the best training in music in a Christian
conservatory environment. Completion of this degree not only provides an
accredited degree in music, it also prepares persons to make a greater contribution

to the ministry of the local church.

Come study with some of the nation’s finest music professors in a
setting that offers a nurturing environment for growth as a musician and

as a Christian. :
For more information call, (502) 897-4617.

us is to erode our asset base—the more
assets we have, the lower our fees—
but we must maintain the charter.”

Sharp said the Annuity Board is
encouraging all SBC churches to re-
main affiliated with the convention so
they will not face any loss of benefits.

Annuitants who are members of
non-SBC churches will not be affect-
ed, Sharp said, because their benefits
are based on past service.

The Annuity Board cannot cease
serving a church unless the state con-
vention instructs it to do so, said Sharp,
because the Church Annuity Plan is
based on a contract between the Annu-
ity Board and the state conventions.

The Annuity Board will not rely
solely on the state conventions, how-
ever. Sharp said that when board offi-
cials learn of churches that have voted
to withdraw from the SBC, they will
contact the churches, advise them that
the Annuity Board will serve only SBC
churches, and encourage them to re-
think their decision to sever ties.

Those churches, however, won’t
entirely be left out in the cold. The
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
launched a new benefits board Oct. 1.

Gary Skeen, president of the CBF
Church Benefits Board, Inc., said he is
in conversation with a number of
churches that have recently severed
SBC ties. He said about 30 churches
have enrolled so far in insurance or re-
tirement programs offered by the new
organization.

With additional reporting by Editor Tren-
nis Henderson and Associated Baptist
Press

The Seminary Academy of Music is a division of the School of Church Music

and Worship and provides musical instruction to students of all skill levels and

Music, please call (502) 897-4153.

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
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ages, 18 months and up. The Academy of Music offers opportunities for those who
aspire to careers in music as well as for those who seek musical instruction purely
for enjoyment.
In addition to classes in music fundamentals, group and private lessons

are offered in wide variety of disciplines: piano, voice, strings, brass, and

. . woodwind.

If you would like more information about the Seminary Academy of
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Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting

Porter Memorial Baptist Church,

Lexington

March 30-31, 2001

Friday Morning 9:45 a.m.

Music for Worship

Missionary Prayer Time
Kentucky WMU Update

Beyond Belief

Friday Noon

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

Dr. Johnie Dean

State Acteens Panelists
WMU Staff

Janet Hoffman

Disaster Relief Luncheon (pre-registration requested)
Associational Missions Fair & K'Y Missions Exchange

Friday Afternoon 2:30 p.m.

Music for Worship

North American Missions in KY
Eliza Broadus Offering Promotion
Olympic Prayer Ministry Launch

Friday 5 p.m. Dinners

Dr. Betty Jean Chatham
Lincoln Bingham

Anna Mary Byrdwell
LaRaine Dail

By reservation: (reservation form on p. 4)

Baptist Nursing Fellowship - Acteens/Youth on Mission

Friday Evening, 6:30 p.m.

Music for Worship Georgetown College Choir
Greetings . The Honorable Martha Lane Collins
2000-2001 State Acteens Panelists LaRaine Dail
Thank You from a KY Missionary Edwina Rowell
Special Music Japanese Ensemble
KY Missions Celebration Larry Martin & Panel

Saturday Morning 9 a.m. — 12 noon

GA & Children in Action Missions Event ~ Gymnasium

Saturday Morning 9:15 a.m. — 12 noon

Music for Worship  Ladies Ensemble, Porter Memorial
Associational Recognitions

Business Session

Thank You from a Kentucky MK Parker Rowell
Parade of Flags

From WMU to the World Janet Hoffman
From Kentucky to the World Earl & Robin Pinkston
Challenge - Mike Rout
Special Music Rose Hill Acteens

Preschool childcare & interpretation for the deaf will be available during the annual meeting by reservation only.
See form on page 4 or call Kentucky WMU toll-free at (888) 254-5725 or (502) 244-6485.

Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting « March 30-31, 2001 ¢ Lodging and Map

Holiday Inn, Express
(I-75, Exit 110)

2241 Elkhorn Road
Lexington, KY 40505
(859) 293-2598

Cut off date: 2/15/01
Rate: $94.61 includes tax

Country Inns & Suites
(I-75, Exit 110)

2297 Executive Drive
Lexington, KY 40505
(859) 299-8844

Cut off date: 3/23/01
Rate: $74.95 +tax

Hampton Inn

(I-75, Exit 110)

2251 Elkhorn Road
Lexington, KY 40505
(859) 299-2613
Rate: $59 +tax

Hampton Inn, South
(New Circle Road, Exit 2)
3060 Lakecrest Circle
Lexington, KY 40513
(859) 223-0088

Cut off date: 3/1/01
Rate: $72

Best Western Regency
(I-75, Exit 110)

2241 Elkhorn Road
Lexington, KY 40505
(859) 293-2202

(800) 528-1234

Cut off date: 2/15/01
Rate: $83.48 includes tax

Fairfield Inn

(New Circle Road, Exit 2)
3050 Lakecrest Circle
Lexington, KY 40513
(859) 224-3338

(800) 228-2800

Cut off date: 2/28/01
Rate: $74 +tax

Microtel Inn

(I-75, Exit 110)

2240 Buena Vista

Lexington, KY 40505

(859) 299-9600

(888) 771-7171

Cut off date: 3/17/01

Rate: $40.95 + tax (Single)
$49.95 + tax (Double)

Spring 2001
A Personal Word

“Show Them Jesus: A Bluegrass Mis-
sions Celebration” is a Kentucky WMU
annual meeting you will not want to miss.
A Kentucky theme will be woven through-
out every session. We will welcome Janet
Hoffman, new national WMU president,
to Kentucky and showcase the wonderful

ministries that you
are doing across our
state. Every associa-
tion is invited to par-
ticipate in the Asso-
ciational Missions
Fair and help us
~ launch the Kentucky
Missions Exchange,
as we encourage
T Kentucky Baptists to
take a missions trip
Joy Bo"!m right here in our state.
Executive The Georgetown
Director- - College Choir will be
Treasurer singing and a panel of
folks doing missions
in Kentucky will tell the stories of show-
ing Jesus to the lost.

But our ties with North American mis-
sions and international missions will not
be left out! Come hear Lincoln Bingham,
a North American Mission Board-ap-
pointed missionary to Kentucky. Rejoice
in the work of God as He prepared Earl
and Robin Pinkston for international mis-
sions here in Kentucky. Delight at the con-
tinued' work of God in the lives of Acteens
as we hear testimonies from our Kentucky
Acteens Advisory Panel and be inspired
by the music and interpretive movement
presented by the Rose Hill Missionary
Baptist Church Acteens.

We also will elect officers, executive
board members and vote on revisions to
our bylaws. Pre-registration is requested
for the disaster relief luncheon on Friday,
and required for child-care, deaf interpre-
tation and Friday night dinners. You also
can register to participate in the Saturday
morning parade of flags as we focus on
“From Kentucky to the World.” Please
refer to information included in this issue
of Kentucky Notes and to the material
mailed to each church in January. The pro-
motional material includes a color poster
for you to post in your church with infor-
mation and a reservation form on the back
of the poster that you may copy.

There are some other great things spon-
sored by Kentucky WMU that you won’t
want to miss. Exalt, the state Acteens con-
ference, will be held April 20-21 at Liv-
ing Hope Baptist in Bowling Green. Three
World Missions Unlimited conferences are
planned for July, giving you several op-
portunities to attend a training event to
prepare for the 2001-02 church year.

Kentucky WMU is also a co-sponsor
of several Kentucky Baptist Convention
events including the Creative Ministries
Festival, March 2-3 at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Louisville, and

'| the Women’s Lifestyle Evangelism Con-

ferences, May 21-22 in Somerset and
Paducah. You'll also see Kentucky WMU
represented at Senior Adult Celebrations,
KBC SALT meetings and Super Saturday
conferences. We are here to serve you and
partner with the KBC to provide missions
education and conferences in a variety of
settings. ;
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Information
for WMU
Directors

The On Mission in North
America emphasis
should be at the center
of your thinking as
you receive this Ken-
tucky Notes. As a
part of this emphasis,
we want our churches
to diligently pray and
give to the Annie
Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Missions.

Kiss a Frog

Senior Adult Celebrations will
include a conference on Golden Op-
portunities: Ministry Ideas for Se-
nior Adults and I will lead the con-
ference “Kiss a Frog.” The celebra-
tions will occur at five locations
across Kentucky. (See calendar on
page 4). Encourage the senior adults
in your church to make reservations
and participate in these May events.
Those of us who have ‘a missions
heart’ can share our enthusiasm with
others who now may have more time

to be involved in the mission of

God. More than 1,500 women and
men participated in the celebrations
last year. The $7 pre-registration fee
includes early coffee, lunch and a
great day of fun, entertainment, in-
spiration and challenge. Registration
is $10 at the door. For registration/
promotion information call Pat toll-
free at (888) 254-5704.

Get Ready, Get Set,

GROW
Spring triggers thoughts of

change and growth as buds begin-

to dot the landscape and blossoms
begin to appear.on the daffodils.
This year we also can look for new
things to appear in the form of new
guides for our WMU organizations,
with more user-friendly information
that can grow missions involvement
in our churches.”
Church is the new resource that all

~ WMU directors and leadership team

members will find most helpful.
You will find two pages of defini-
tions and a list of responsibilities of
the WMU leadership team, a defi-
nition of church-wide missions and
two pages on the basics of each of
our WMU age-level organizations.
This resource, along with a 2001-
2002 WMU Year Book, will have
you on your way toward an excit-
ing new year.

What’s more important
than God?

You may have heard this riddle:
“What’s more important than God?
The poor have it, the rich need it.”
Of course, the answer is “Nothing.”
At this time of year, “nothing” is
more important than seeking God’s
leadership and guidance in enlisting
leaders for the 2001-2002 year. It is
important to enlist now, so plans can
be made to take advantage of World
Missions Unlimited, the July train-
ing opportunities for all leaders. See
page 3 of this insert for information.

—Anna Mary Byrdwell

Adults on Mission

2001 is already in full swing and the calen-
dar is filling up quickly! There are mission
trips to plan, events to attend and meetings to
determine. So, let me add to the craziness and
tell you about some things that you need to
begin to plan for now!

The Women’s Lifestyle Evangelism Con-
ferencc sponsored by the Kentucky Baptist

Convention evangelism growth

S p team and Kentucky WMU, will
~' b4~ be held May 21-22. On Mon-
=Y — day, the event will be held at
Beacon Hill Baptist Church in
Somerset and on Tuesday at
" Lone Oak First Baptist Church
in Paducah. Sheri Rose Shephard, author,
speaker and director of Foundation for Excel-
lence; Carol Kent, author and president of
“Speak Up With Confidence”; and Linda
Bourie, speaker and trainer for Sonlife Minis-
tries, will be the speakers. It promises to be an
inspiring evening for all who attend. Registra-
tion for this event is available through the KBC
evangelism department. Call toll-free (888)

254-5722 or (502) 254-4737.

Are you looking for an easy mission trip
that requires minimal planning and prom-
ises a rewarding experience? MissionsFest
2001 may be your answer. Through WMU
Volunteer Connection, three mission ex-
periences are planned for an individual or
a group to participate. All you have to do
is pay the fee and show up! It couldn’t be
any easier to do hands-on missions.

The following dates and locations are sched-

uled for 2001:
April 26-28 Stone Mountain, Ga. ($160 per
] person, includes lodging and meals)

June 20-23 Little Rock, Ark. ($80-$120 per
person, ilncludes lodging, breakfast
and lunch. This event is designed for
the whole family to attend!)

June 24-30 Little Rock, Ark. ($125-$205 per
person., includes lodging, breakfast
and lunch)

Oct. 4-6, 7-13 Philadelphia, Pa. (Cost not yet

: determined)

ON MISSION

More details are available through
the state office or on the WMU Web °
site, www.wmu. org. Click on “mis-

\  sion opportunities.” Plan now to at-
tend and share in the experience of
touching lives and sharing God’s
love with other Women on Mission
members across the U.S.!

Tonya’s Tip— Host a World
Crafts party. It’s a lot more fun than
Tupperware and it promotes missions!
Craft items from around the world are
available for purchase. As participants
look through the catalogue, they also hear
about the mission work that is going on
in the place where the crafts are made.
Recipes from around the world also are
available to spice things up. Catalogues
and video are available through national
WMU. Call toll-free (800) 968-7301.

—Tonya Williams

Youth

Exalt, the state Acteens confcrence is for all
young ladies in grades 7-12! This year’s con-
ference will be at Living Hope Baptist Church
in Bowling Green on April 20-21. The week-
end will be an opportunity that will challenge
all of us to answer “Here I
Am”toGod’scall. Bro-
chures have been /
mailed to all youth
leaders; if you haven’t <
received yours, please
call and we’ll mail you
one. See the ad on page 4 of this insert for more
information.

Everyone, keep an eye on your mailboxes!
Soon you’ll be receiving information about
special youth events in conjunction with the

upcoming Billy Graham Crusade in Louisville.
Xtreme eXplosion, an evangelistic event, will
take place on March 24 at the Kentucky
International Convention Center. On June 16,
youth will surround the stadium and pray. Youth
night at the crusade will be June 23. Get all the
information at www. louisvillecrusade.org.
The Kentucky Acteens Advisory Panel met
Feb. 2-3. What a great group! We developed
the schedule for Exalt, decided upon seminars
and planned presentations. These six young
ladies are all intelligent, articulate and in love
with God. Invite them to your church to speak
about Acteens or whatever you’d like for them
to share. Please call me if you would like one
of them to come to your church: Rachel Butler,
Falls of Rough; Jackie Grace, Hopkinsville; Jes-

sica Hopkins, Catlettsburg; Ashley Hopper,
Central City; Julie Pegram, Paducah; and
Lynae Shull, Erlanger.
Camp plans are almost complete and
there’s a place for female youth at Cedar Crest
and Jonathan Creek.
“ ﬂ //7 Acteens Camp and |
,\ f/ Acteens Splash are
S great opportunities
= < for young ladies to
= grow in their faith,
meet missionaries
and let their hair down without having to worry
about what the guys think. Look on page 4
for more information.

—1LaRaine Dail

Preschool

Has your Mission Friends class survived the winter? Let your
church know it is alive and growing into spring by involving more
preschoolers in missions education. Your Mission
Friends class cannot grow without a continuous,
intentional effort of enlistment. Use a variety of

Children attending the event can be involved in a ministry project

for the 2002 Winter Olympic Games and Paralympic Games to be
held in Salt Lake City in February and March 2002. Those attending
the missions event are encouraged to bring one of the following items:
lip balm, pocket Kleenex, lotion (trial size), Band-
Aids or a roll of breath mints. The items will be
sent to Salt Lake City to be put into hospitality

WMU In Your

methods to show your continuing interest in a
prospect, such as visiting in the home, sending
a child a colorful card addressed just to him or
her or making a refreshing bulletin board dis-
play using pictures of preschoolers.

Some preschoolers and their families will re-
spond readily to an enrollment effort, while others may require
long-term encouragement. Your sincerity and motivation in involv-
ing a preschooler in Mission Friends will become evident as you
make reaching preschoolers and their families a priority.

Children in Action

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS OF GIRLS IN ACTION AND
CHILDREN IN ACTION: The GA and Children in Action Mis-
sions Event is scheduled for Saturday, March 31, at Porter Memo-
rial Baptist Church in Lexington. Because both Girls in Action
(girls, grades 1-6) and Children in Action
(boys and girls, grades 1-6) are a part

of WMU, this special event is planned
@7 R e 5/\) during the WMU annual meeting.

A e “2{, ¥, The event begins at 9 a.m. and

- ) concludes around 12 noon (EST).

7 As the general meeting is in ses-

sion for everyone else, the chil-

- dren and leaders will be having

their own event with opportunities for meeting missionaries, sing-

ing and having all kinds of fun! The event will be held in the gym-

nasium of the church. Watch for signs to direct you to the gym

entrance. See map to the church on page 1 of this insert. No pre-

registration for the event is required. However, the cost is $2 per

person to be paid on arrival.
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bags to be distributed to internationals and visi-
tors at the Games.
Don’t forget camp! Two state camps, Cedar
Crest and Jonathan Creek, offer opportunities for
all Girls in Action members as well as girls who are
not members of GA. Inform your girls and their parents
about the dates and cost of camp. A one-piece poster/registration form
was mailed to church GA, Children in Action and WMU directors in
February. Contact the Brotherhood department of the Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention toll-free at (888) 254-5720 for information about camp
opportunities for boys.

&

S 2

—Brenda Pricé

Adopt one of 150 summer
missionaries from Kentucky?

Calling all WMU organizations: Sign up now for your
summer missionary.

What’s involved?

1.Contact LaRaine fo reserve your summer missionary
today.

2.Yow’ll be matched with a summer missionary in March.
3.Send KY WMU $10 for a commissioning gift in the spring.
4.Pray for and write your summer missionary throughout
the summer.
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Presidentds
Perspective

January 2001 has been an in-
teresting month. It has been
warm, cold and extremely cold.
On this sunny Sunday morning, I
am enjoying the beauty of more
than six inches of snow.

I am now looking forward to

spring and the
KY WMU annual
meeting!

March 30-31
is just around the
corner and we
have been busy
planning a spe-
cial time just
for you. Our
theme will be

Sara Billups «gpow them
Kentucky  yesus: A Blue-
WMU  grass Missions
president Celebration.” We
are honoring
Kentucky Baptists and how you
“show them Jesus” in your com-
munities, across North America
and around the world. I think you
will be surprised and thrilled as
you learn how Kentucky Baptists
are making a difference. The mu-
sic will be exciting as we enjoy
Johnie Dean’s leadership and ex-
perience a concert by the George-
town College Choir on Friday
evening. L

If you are an associational
WMU director or director of mis-
sions, you will want to make sure
your association is represented at
our Associational Missions Fair/
Kentucky Missions Exchange.
This is your time to show us what
is happening in your area. It is
also a time to present needs. We
hope this will inspire an exchange
not only of ideas but also of
people. I envision people in one
part of the state learning of needs
in another part of the state and
forming a missions team to travel
there to “do” missions. What an
exciting thought!

Janet Hoffman, president of
WMU, SBC, will be with us for
the entire weekend. You will not
want to miss hearing her missions
vision for the new millennium.
Our GA’s/Children in Action will
be with us on Saturday and we
will culminate our weekend with
“From Kentucky to the World” as
we experience the parade of flags
of the nations and hear from In-
ternational Mission Board mis-
sionaries Earl and Robin
Pinkston.

I hope you can tell I am ex-
cited about annual meeting and
the impact I expect it to have on
all in attendance. I truly want it
to be time of inspiration as well
as a time to reflect and see where
God can use you and me. When
we leave Porter Memorial Baptist
Church at 12 noon on March 31,
I want us to be excited and chal-
lenged as we will be stepping into
the mission field .... and in the
words of an Acteen ...AWE-
SOME!!

Serving with you,
Sara Billups

World Missions Unlimited 2001

July 13-14 Campbellsville University, Campbellsville
Friday, 2:30 p.m. — Saturday, p.m.
(Associational and Church Leaders)

ited

' Unlim

1SS1011S

World M

March 30 31

July 20-21 Central Baptist Church, Winchester

July 27-28 First Baptist Church, Hopkinsville
Friday, 6:30 — 9 p.m.
(Associational Leaders Only)

Saturday, 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
(Associational & Church Leaders)

Porter Memomai Bapust church

The followxng nts
were submitted to the Execu~

tive Board of Kentucky WMU ¥

in their Oct. 27-29, 2
meeting and were appmved for
consideration by the members

of Kentucky WMU at the 2001

annual meeting. Wording to be
changed is shown by strikeout
and wording to be inserted
shown in bold.

Article II Meetmgs of Mem-
bers ‘

Section 1.

An Apnual Meetmg shall be
held in Aprit the spring on a
date and at a time and place set
by the Executive Board.

Article III: Executive Board
Section 7.

The Executive Board shall
adopt and may amend bylaws

exceptthose-on-subjeets
contained in Part 2 of-the
Bylaws; Part-+matterstobe
adopted-and-amended-by-the

corrections in Part I must

'beadopudoramendedby

the members of Kentucky
Woman’s Missionary Union
at the Annual Meeting.

Article VI, Part I states:
These Part 1 Bylaws may be
amended at the business

_ session of any regular Annual
- Meeting of Kentucky
. Woman’s Missionary Union

by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of
the members present pro-
vided the proposed amend-
ment shall have been
submitted in writing to the
Executive Board at least three
(3) months before the Annual
Meeting and published in
Kentucky Notes before the
Annual Meeting.

The proposed revisions to
the bylaws will be presented
during the Saturday morning
business session.

B Training

B Motivation
B Inspiration
B Fellowship

Registration materials will be mailed to all church/
associational WMU leaders in early April. For more
information, contact Kentucky WMU.

Twenty-seven million
adult Americans can't
read well enough to read
the Bible. Learn how to
teach someone to read
and write as an outreach
ministry of your church.

Teach Them the Méaning of the Word.
Project Help: Literacy

Have you ever been to a foreign restaurant and found that
you couldn’t figure out which bathroom you were supposed to
use? That happened to me recently. Each of the restrooms was
marked in another language. There were no cute pictures to
help me choose correctly, just words that were unfamiliar and
unrecognizable. It was a humbling experience.

That experience made me think of how thousands of people
in our country feel each day as they go to restaurants, drive
cars and do regular chores without the benefit of knowing how
to read English. It must be frustrating, but even more so, em-
barrassing. The statistics for adults in the United States who
can not read or write are staggering. Chances are there are
people in our lives who have trouble reading and writing, and
we don’t even know it.

Project HELP: Literacy was adopted by WMU in order to
teach people how to read, which in turn will give them the
skills they need to be able to read God’s Word.

As you are out today, take time to notice all the signs that
give you directions. Allow the signs to remind you to pray for

those who can’t read. Begin to think of ways that YOU can

help someone learn to read and promote literacy in your com-
munity.

It’s our job to teach them the meaning of the Word. Will you
help today?
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Summer Camp Update
Theme: “I Believe in God, He Believes in Me”

Be sure to mark your calendar for this summer’s camping events! Registra-
tion forms are now being accepted. Please contact the WMU office if you need
registration or promotional materials.

Camp Dates
Cedar Crest:
Junel8-22 GA Camp July 6-7 Mother/Daughter
Overnight
July 9-13 GA/Acteens Camp
July 13-14 Mother/Daughter
Overnight

July16-20 GA Camp

June 22-23 Mother/Daughter Overnight
June 25-29 GA/Acteens Camp

July 2-3 Mother/Daughter Overnight
Jonathan Creek:

June 15-16 GA Overnight

June 15-16 Acteens Splash (Overnight)
June 22-23 Mother/Daughter Overnight
Please note: Date changes from previously
published schedules for Jonathan Creek Overnight
Camps

CAMD,
LML T

What’s There To Do?

Girls who attend GA and Acteens camp will find plenty of activities to keep
them busy. In addition to missions education activities and events, there are
opportunities for crafts, recreation, worship and devotional time, as well as
swimming and hiking. The week-long camps are open to any girl who has fin-
ished grade 4 or higher. Girls do not have to be a member of GA or Acteens in

| order to come. They just need to have an interest in learning about missions and in

developing friendships with the staff, other campers and missionaries.

Mother-Daughter Overnights are for girls who have completed grades 1-3
and their mothers (or “mother substitute”). GA Overnight is for girls who
have completed 4-6 grades and their chaperones. Acteens Splash is for teen-
age girls who have completed grades 7-12 and their chaperones. Similar to
camp experiences, the overnights include fellowship, meeting missionaries,
prayer time, recreation, crafts and more.

Camp Staff Needed
If you or a young lady you know loves children, we can use you on staff at camp!
Applications for summer staff at Cedar Crest will be accepted until all positions are
filled. Positions include: cabin leader, assistant cabin leader, lifeguard, kitchen co-
ordinator and unit leader. Also, one volunteer camp nurse is needed for each week
of camp. Please contact the WMU office for applications (502) 244-6485 or toll-
free (888) 254-5726.

March
2-3  Creative Ministries Festival, SBTS, 21 Women’s Lifestyle Evangelism Confer-
Louisville ence, Beacon Hill BC, Somerset
w4-11  On Mission in North America Week; 22 Women'’s Lifestyle Evangelism
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering Conference, Lone Oak BC, Paducah
Goal: $50,000,000 24 Senior Adult Celebration,

17 Hispanic Missions Conference, Bracken Grace BC. Pikeville
Association Office, Mays Lick

24 Hispanic Missions Conference, Daviess-  June

-McLean Association Office, 2 KBC SALT, Porter Memorial BC,
Owensboro Lexington
25  On Mission: Planting New Congregations  10-11 National WMU Meeting, New Orleans
Sunday 12-13 Southern Baptist Convention,
30-31 KY WMU Annual Meeting, Porter New Orleans
Memorial BC, Lexington ;
July
April ' 13-14 World Missions Unlimited, Training for
8 Cooperative Program Sunday Church & Associational leaders,
15  Easter Campbelisville University,
20-21 EXALT (State Acteens Conference) Campbellsville
Living Hope BC, Bowling Green 20  World Missions Unlimited, Training for
28  KBC SALT, FBC Madisonville Associational Leaders, 7-9 p.m.,
Central BC, Winchester
May 21 World Missions Unlimited, Training for
10 Senior Adult Celebration, Church Leaders, 9-3,
Cold Springs BC Central BC, Winchester
14 Senior Adult Celebration, 27 World Missions Unlimited, Training for

FBC, Madisonville
15  Senior Adult Celebration,
Eastwood, Bowling Green 28
17 Senior Adult Celebration,
- FBC, Mt.Washington

Associational Leaders, 7-9 p.m.,
FBC, Hopkinsville

World Missions Unlimited, Training for
Church Leaders, 9-3,
FBC, Hopkinsville
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Exait 2001

The State Acteens
Conference

for all young ladies

in grades 7-12

Missionaries:
= Lisa Hoffman, Israel & Boston
= Susan Peugh, World Changers

Friday Night Concert:
= Zoegirl

Worship Leaders:
= Living Hope Praise Band

Cost: $20. Includes
t-shirt, gift and concert.

= Living Hope Baptist Church
Bowling Green
April 20-21

Here | Am.

= Be there!

Reservations for
Kentucky WMU Annual Meeting 2001

Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Phone:

Please check (¢ )to register:

(3 Disaster Relief Lunch
Friday, March 30/noon
# of meals requested: ___
A donation of $5 per meal is requested, payable when going
through serving line.

[ Baptist Nursing Fellowship Dinner
Friday, March 30/5 p.m.
# of dinner tickets at $8 each:
Total enclosed for tickets: $

(1 Acteens/Youth on Mission Dinner
Friday, March 30/5:00 p.m.
# of tickets at $8 each:
Total enclosed for tickets: $

[ Childcare :
(Provided free, but reservations required)
# of children for which childcare is needed:
Dates needed: [ March 30 [ March 31

[J Deaf Interpretation
(Provided free, but reservations required)
Dates needed: [ March 30 [ March 31

[ Parade of Flags
| would like to carry a flag in the Parade of Flags
Country preferred:
| will attend rehearsal on Saturday at 8 a.m.

Clip & mail with applicable payments (Make checks payable to Kentucky

WMU) to:
Kentucky WMU
P.0. Box 436569
Louisville, KY 40253-6569

All reservations are due by March 19.
“For more information: call (502) 244-6485 or call toll-free (888)-254-4726




NATION

Scientology, Moonies line up for U.S. funds

Some Baptists speak out

By Kenny Byrd
Assaciated Baptist Press
WASHINGTON (ABP)—The

White House Office on Faith Based
-and Community Initiatives is now open
for business, but the prospect of mi-
nority faith groups receiving federal
funds already is creating unlikely crit-
ics of so-called “charitable choice”
plans.

The office opened Feb. 20 and
White House officials said a flood of
calls poured in.

The office is charged with review-
ing spending policies and building sup-
port for legislation to enact President
Bush’s recently announced faith-based
initiative. But news reports have indi-
cated that many are calling believing
that the office already has money to
distribute, which it does not.

But if spending bills are passed to
expand “charitable choice” measures
that allow religious organizations to
receive tax dollars without having to
create nonprofit organizations separate
and independent from the church,
many groups are beginning to line up
for the funds.

One is the Church of Scientology,
which plans to seek government sup-
port for its drug and literacy programs.
A Scientology official told Associated
Baptist Press that the programs were
separate organizations from the church.

In an interview with the New York
Times during the campaign, Bush had
said, “T have a problem with the teach-
ings of Scientology being viewed on
the same par as Judaism or Christiani-
ty. But I am interested in results. I am
not focused on the process.”

Also, The New York Times recent-
ly reported that Sun Myung Moon’s
Unification Church plans to seek aid
for its abstinence programs in school.

These reports have led to criticism
of the Bush plan from one of the pres-
ident’s key supporters during the elec-
tion.

Pat Robertson, president of the
Christian Coalition, made comments
critical of the Bush initiative recently
on his “700 Club” television program,
specifically in light of groups such as
the Unification Church and Scientolo-
gy potentially getting government
funding.

“I really don’t know what to do,”
said Robertson, according to a tran-

Can you afford $40,000* a year
in long term care costs?

Can your children?

“Source: Business Week 8/1/96

Call Carl James

Long Term Care Insurance Expert
Louisville: 245-3966
Toll-free in Kentucky: (800) 227-1394

&

We bring good things to life.

Insurance products underwritten by General Electric Capital Assurance Company.

script of the program. “But this thing

could be a real Pandora’s box. And
what seems to be such a great initia-
tive can rise up to bite the organiza-
tions as well as the federal government.
And I’'m a little concerned about it,
frankly.”

Barry Lynn, executive director of
Americans United for Separation of
Church and State, said Robertson’s
comments mean Bush’s plan “is in
enormous political trouble.”

“As more and more people look at

the details of the Bush plan, I think
you’ll see a lot more criticism similar
to Robertson’s,” Lynn said. “Whether
you’re on the left, right or center,
Bush’s plan is disastrous public poli-
cy.”
A spokesman from the White
House faith-based office did not re-
spond to an interview request in time
to comment for this story.

Special Mission/Volunteer Airfares

Bryan Tours/MTS is the largest agency for mission and volunteer
church-related travel in the U.S. Contact us for special airfares
to most international destinations. Round-trip rates (based on
low season fares) from all Kentucky cities as low as ...

Johannesburg
Honduras

(Rates are for individual, mid-week travel, based on available flights and inventory.
Rates do not include U.S. departure taxes, airport taxes or immigration fees.)

Bryan Tours

1929 Dunbarton Drive, Jackson, MS 39216
Phone: (601) 981-1345, (800) 647-5296
Fax: (601) 981-9335
E'mail: bryantours@aol.com
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Valentine’s Day True Love Waits

’Net event drew 31,000 teens

NASHVILLE (BP)—Often a forum for racy exchanges, the
Internet became a symbol of purity Feb. 14 for thousands of
teens who logged on to take an electronic stand for sexual
morality.

In the 47 hours it took Valentine’s Day to rise in New
Zealand and fall in Hawaii, 31,338 teenagers pledged to God
and their future mates they would abstain from sex until
marriage.

“We were really pleased with the response from teens on
this,” said Paul Turner, spokesperson for True Love Waits. “A
lot of kids’ lives will be spared much heartache because they
have made that decision.” ;

LifeWay Christian Resources of the Southern Baptist
Convention spcnsors the international campaign, which urges
teenagers to choose a sex-free lifestyle until they enter a
biblical marriage relationship.

Seize the Net, the latest incarnation among several annual
pushes to interest teens in sexual purity, called for young
people to enter the True Love Waits Web site
(www.truelovewaits.com) and sign an online pledge card to
remain abstinent until marriage.

Teens from South America to Asia and California to Maine
took part in the Internet-based crusade that allowed young
people to join forces with others of like-minded values, Turner
said.

“The Internet is a great way to unite young people all over
the world—people who have never even met each other—for
the cause of sexual purity,” he said.

LifeWay launched the sexual abstinence campaign in April
1993. In 1994, more than 211,000 True Love Waits cards
covered the National Mall in Washington, D.C.; in 1996, more
than 350,000 cards were stacked to the roof of the Georgia
Dome in Atlanta; and in 1999, teens carried 100,000 pledge
cards across the mile-long Golden Gate Bridge in San
Francisco.

National True Love Waits leaders estimate more than 1
million teens have signed cards pledging sexual abstinence
until marriage.

While the Seize the Net campaign was focused on
Valentine’s Day, 2001, Turner said teens can continue to go
into the Web site and sign the online commitment cards.
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Getting ready for spring at Cedarmore

In the midst of some of the rath-
er dreary weather we experienced a
week or so ago, I still pick upa few
reminders that spring isn’t far away.
I’m one of the somewhat weird peo-
ple who enjoys winter. I like the
cold weather. I love snow, and I al-
ways have enjoyed changing sea-
sons. So while I have enjoyed the
snows of this winter, I’m anticipat-
ing spring..

Two weeks ago I E{AN{I[H4]
wrote about the continu- ¥4 11§35

ing improvements that ASSEMBLIES

we are making at Cedar-
more. Today I want to
follow up that column
with a reminder that as
spring approaches, it is
a great time to plan a
retreat at Cedarmore.
When spring comes to
Cedarmore, the place

&
comes alive with remind-  Rusty Ellison

have made a remarkable comeback
during the last 20 years, and we
have more than our share of these
fascinating birds.

On a spring day at Cedarmore,
take a walk, maybe along the creek
(I call it a river) and you’ll see doz-
ens of lovely wildflowers. Just ask
Anna Mary Byrdwell of Kentucky
Woman’s Missionary Union, she’ll
identify each one.

On a spring day at Ce-
darmore, you can retreat
in solitude or small
groups to fully appreciate
and enjoy the Father who
has given us this remark-
able place that is dedicat-
ed to Him.

So don’t delay. Make
plans for a meeting at Ce-
darmore this spring. Our
staff, led by director Jack
Ellerbrook and associate

ers of God’s presence
and the wonders of His creation.

On a spring day at Cedarmore,
you’ll drive on the grounds, through
the cedars that line the main drive,
and you’re likely to see deer graz-
ing beside the road. Even though I
have seen hundreds of deer over the
last three years, I still pause for a
moment to enjoy their beauty.

On a spring day at Cedarmore,
you might see some of the many
wild turkeys that grace our proper-
ty. While a good bit more skittish
than most of our deer, these turkeys

—— Bert Lace, will bend over
backwards to serve you and accom-
modate your needs. And your pres-
ence will help us continue to make
the progress that we need in the
months and years to come.

Come see us at Cedarmore. It’s
1,550 acres of beauty, and it’s get-
ting better all the time.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 '
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Warren: Sermons must have
application to be hiblical

LAKE FOREST, Calif. (BP)—
Preachers who want to be biblical
must make their messages life-orient-
ed, not information-oriented, accord-

-ing to Rick Warren, founding pastor

of Saddleback Valley Community
Church in Lake Forest, Calif.

“The Bible is not a history book;
it’s a manual for life,” Warren told
more than 1,500 pastors from 14
countries at Saddleback’s annual
“Preaching for Changed Lives” con-
ference this month.

Too many pastors are more famil-
iar with the streets of Jerusalem than
those of their own cities, Warren said.

“We’ve made biblical interpreta-
tion an end in itself,” he said. “This is
why our churches are filled with far
more believers in the Word than do-
ers of the Word.”

Warren said the No. 1 problem
with today’s preaching is that it lacks
application. “Application-less preach-
ing is why there is no difference be-
tween the way many Christians and
non-Christians act,” he said.

Preaching without application only
“puffs up” a congregation, leading to
pride and judgment, Warren said.
Even Romans, the most doctrinal
book in the New Testament, is 50 per-
cent application, he said.

One reason preachers leave out ap-
plication, he said, is because they as-
sume people will make the necessary
applications. But he said he’s learned
that isn’t true.

While preaching should never be
pure commentary, Warren also
warned against communicating the
latest fads. “A lot of seeker-preaching
doesn’t have enough Bible in it,” he
said, commenting that some sermons
he’s heard could just as easily have
been self-help lectures.

“The message must never change,
but the methods must be constantly
changing as we communicate with
each new generation,” Warren said.
“If you change the message, there’s a
word for that. It’s called heresy. On
the other hand, some of you would
like to preach like Spurgeon, but you
don’t have Spurgeon’s audience.
Spurgeon’s messages fit Spurgeon’s
times, and I would suggest that if he
were alive today, he would change his
methods to reach this new genera-
tion.”

Warren warned that some preach-
ers try too hard to make the Bible rel-
evant. “We don’t have to make it rel-
evant; rather we need to show its rele-
vance,” he said. “The Bible is way
ahead of its time.” Sermons based on
the Bible are not full of the latest the-
ories, nor are they simply commen-
tary on the ancient text. But instead
they teach timeless principles, Warren
said.

“I ask, “‘Who am I preaching to?’
before asking, “What should I preach
on?"” Warren said. “My goal in preach-
ing is to move the listener from where
he is, over to Christ.”

AN OPERA DOUBLE BILL

Heeren Hall

~Saturday, March 3, 2001, 2 p.m.
* ————— SPECIAL MATINEE TIME—————

Tuesday, March 6, 2001, 7:30 p.m.

Call (502) 897-4115 for more information.

The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road - Louisville, KY




Debt relief movement says work isn’t finished yet|

By Shelvia Dancy
Religion News Service

WASHINGTON (RNS)—The
twilight months of the year 2000
witnessed a shower of 11th-hour
victories for the Jubilee 2000 cam-
paign to free the world’s poorest
nations from the yoke of staggering
debt.

But months after a $435 million
boost from former President Bill Clin-
ton, the grassroots campaign that saw
evangelical broadcaster Pat Robertson
rhetorically linking arms with Pope
- John Paul IT and rock musician Bono
is working to sustain that momentum
in the upcoming months.

“One of the biggest obstacles we
face now is that people think the debt
was all canceled,” said David Bryden,
outreach coordinator of Jubilee 2000/
USA—now known as the Jubilee
USA Network. “The progress made so
far is important, but we still have fur-
ther to go.” :

Much of the foundation was laid
last November, when Clinton signed
a $14.9 billion foreign aid package
that included $435 million to help
erase debt owed by about 30 of the
world’s poorest nations to the United
States, the World Bank and other glo-
bal banking institutions.

That allotment for countries par-
tially fulfilled a 1999 agreement be-
tween wealthy countries to provide
about $100 billion in debt relief for
Laos, Benin, Cameroon and 38 other
low-income countries by the end of
the year 2000.

Clinton’s move echoed similar
last-minute action from several other
wealthy nations including Germany,
China, Britain and Italy.

But work remains to be done. Con-
gress still must set aside $375 million
to fulfill the rest of its commitment to
the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
Agreement, Bryden said. “We want
Congress to appropriate the entire sum
this year; we shouldn’t wait to do it in
an incremental fashion.”

Campaigners hope a Valentine’s
Day letter-writing campaign has
helped do the trick. They asked sup-
porters nationwide to send valentines
to the secretary of the treasury, asking
him to appeal to- Congress to act
quickly on the issue.

Debt repayments also remain a
millstone for about 19 countries that
meet the 1999 agreement’s terms for
debt relief but were left out of the end-
of-year largess.

“High debt payments are a major
obstacle to poverty reduction in many
countries,” said David Beckmann,
president of the Christian anti-hunger

group Bread for the World. “Money .

that should be spent on schools and
rural roads and things like that is used
to pay off debt. Some countries spend
more on debt payments than health
care and education.”

Debt-burdened nations not includ-
ed in the 1999 agreement still need
help, Bryden added.

“We need to take a look at coun-
tries that were left off the agreement,”
he said. “We also need to look at some
of the lower-middle income countries

like Peru and Ecuador because they
are often forgotten.”

Some conditions for debt relief end
up harming the very people relief
measures are supposed to help, Bry-
den said.

“What we’ve seen is that a lot of
times conditions like privatization lead
to cuts in service to people who are
poor, or rate increases that poor peo-
ple cannot pay,” he said. “The situa-
tion requires more flexibility than the
World Bank and IMF (International
Monetary Fund) are willing to use.”

Beyond freeing poor governments
to tackle pressing social ills at home,

debt relief can lead to poverty reduc-
tion and better living conditions in
general for the world’s population,
Beckmann said.

“If we’re serious about helping
poor people, then we need to have
ongoing development assistance, and
debt relief is a real part of what it’s
going to take to reduce hunger and
poverty in the world,” said Beckmann,
whose organization has launched a
campaign to reduce hunger in sub-
Saharan countries in Africa. _

“We can’t sit here with all our af-
fluence and not do our part to cut hun-
ger and disease and poverty in half.”

By Robert Dunston

We at Cumberland College
spent the last week of January and
the first two weeks of February
celebrating the grand opening of
our new Grace Crum Rollins Fine
Arts Center.

The center includes a state-of-
the-art theater, two classrooms
with built-in technolo-
gy, office space for the
communication and the-
ater arts department,
and space for Cumber-

Fine arts center grand opening

CUMBERLAND
COLLEGE

lined the Feb. 1 program. Unlike
some contemporary comedians
Lee’s comedy is both hilarious
and clean.

Our Feb. 2 program featured a
special guest, Academy Award-
winning actress Patricia Neal. A
Whitley County native, Neal’s
warm personality graced our
stage.

The Lexington Brass
Band closed the week
with a program Feb. 3.
A dinner preceded the

land’s cable television
station.

Grand opening pro-
grams brought the best
of music, drama and
comedy to the Cumber-
land College campus.

performance.

Tom Key made the
Cotton Patch Gospel
come alive on Feb. 8.
His performance
brought the truth of the
gospel alive - through
humor and tenderness.

Opening night, Jan.
25, brought Opus Dei, a trio of
male vocalists joined by their
musical gifts, love for great mu-
sic and calling to serve God. They
performed a program of secular
and sacred music.

The Jan. 26 program featured
the choirs of Williamsburg Inde-
pendent High School and Whitley
County High School presenting a
varied selection of choral pieces.

The Lexington Philharmonic
presented a program of light clas-
sical music Jan. 27. A dinner pre-
ceded the performance.

Comedian Robert G. Lee head-

The final night of our
grand opening, Feb. 9, featured
the best of talent from Cumber-
land College students.

These wonderful programs
made our grand opening a spec-
tacular success. We look forward
to many more special times in the
Grace Crum Rollins Fine Arts
Center.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

A few weeks ago, President Bush
announced the opening of a new of-
fice in the White House. The mis-
sion of the office will be to pave the
way for more faith-based organiza-
tions to receive federal dollars to as-
sist in their community services.

I’ ve noted previously in my col-
umns that as governor of Texas, Mr.
Bush tapped into the great resource
of faith-based agencies to
address social problems.
No one is surprised that he
wants to do the same
thing as president.

We knew it was only
a matter of time before
Kentucky Baptist Homes
for Children would be
under the microscope
once again. The ACLU
and other watchdog
groups are using us as an
example of “what could
go wrong” with the presi-

What would Miss Mary think?

(TS 1]; 3 leave the dollars in Frank-
CHILDREN fort and Washington be-
fore we abandon what we

Bill Smithwick

sion is not to argue the merits of tax
assistance to faith-based organiza-
tions. I wholeheartedly believe in the

spirit of the president’s initiative.
As one of those faith-based insti-
tutions that receive taxpayer assis-
tance, I am grateful those dollars
permit us to care for more children
and families. I believe we are a good
steward of those monies. But I’ve
said it before, we will

know to be best for chil-
dren.

I wonder what Miss
Mary - Hollingsworth
would think. As the first
matron of the Home for
Helpless Children estab-
lished through Walnut
Street Baptist Church
back in 1869, she had her
hands full. There were too

dent’s proposal. Our right
to hire good role models is being
weighed against our right to use tax
dollars to accomplish our mission.
I have no news to report in the
ACLU and Americans United for
Separation of Church and State law-
suit against KBHC. But, as KBHC’s
spokesperson-in-chief, I wanted you
to know something: KBHC’s mis-
sion has not changed. Our mission
is to provide care and hope to hurt-
ing families and children through
Christ-centered ministries. Our mis-

many children with too
many needs for her to get wrapped
up in anything but the task at hand.
The way we care for kids has
changed greatly, but the urgent ded-
ication she brought to her mission
spurs me to stay sharply focused on
what is most important: the children.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC’s Internet address is: www.
kbhc.org
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WHAT NOW? Debt relief
activists gathered in
Washington, D.C., last April
to persuade U.S.
lawmakers to make good
on their promise to join
other wealthy nations in
reducing or canceling debt
owed by some of the
world’s poorest countries.
Supporters of the Jubilee
USA Network debt relief
campaign hope Congress
will allot an additional $375
million this year toward the
effort. (RNS photo by Rick
Reinhart)
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Is religion on TV & radio treated same, hetter or worse?

One panelist | By Mark Wingfield
charged that the Texas Baptist Standard
government wants | DALLAS (ABP)—Alan Sears
to create a bclievets the fgderal ‘govternment
6 B wants to give free reign to every
gospel fl'eE imaginable form of obscenity on the
ZONE." | nation’s broadcast airwaves while

restricting the right of religious
broadcasters to get their message

‘| across.

Elliott Mincberg, on the other
hand, believes religious broadcast-
ers are inconsistent in their appeal
for liberty, wanting privileges for
themselves they are unwilling to
give to others.

The two men took opposing sides
during a panel discussion on the First
Amendment at the annual convention
of the National Religious Broadcast-
ers, held in Dallas Feb. 10-13.

Sears, president and general
counsel for the Alliance Defense
Fund, joined radio talk-show host
Janet Parshall in representing the
conservative side of the debate.
Mincberg, vice president and gen-
eral counsel for People for the
American Way, joined former Clin-
ton attorney Lanny Davis on the lib-
eral side.

The 45-minute forum focused
mainly. on religious broadcasters’
fears that the government might reim-
pose the so-called Fairness Doctrine
that was eliminated in 1987 and the
fallout over an FCC ruling last year
that temporarily decreed religious pro-
gramming could not be considered
educational programming.

The Fairness Doctrine, which
was a staple of American broadcast-
ing for decades until its repeal, re-
quired broadcasters to present both
sides of political issues. It did not
apply specifically to religious issues
but had some overlap if religious
broadcasts got into political issues.

Sears called “fairness” a “code
word for control.” _

Parshall strongly denounced the
fairness requirements as an impedi-
ment to free religious expression.

“The Fairness Doctrine is a club
used by government to bludgeon
religious broadcasters into submis-
sion,” she declared. And its return
is a real threat because such a goal
was included in the Democratic Par-
ty’s platform during the 2000 elec-
tions, she added.

Davis responded that he wasn’t
so sure the Fairness Doctrine was
headed for a comeback. And even if
it were reinstated, it wouldn’t affect
most religious broadcasters, he add-
ed.

Meanwhile, he accused Parshall
and Sears of being inconsistent in
calling for unfettered use of the air-
waves by religious broadcasters
while demanding restrictions on oth-
er broadcasters they deem to be in-
decent.

On the question of religious broad-
casts qualifying as educational pro-
gramming—an issue that affects gov-
ernment mandates to broadcasters and
the ability of broadcasters to obtain
FCC licenses—Sears insisted the FCC
has established a system that works

against religious broadcasters getting
licenses.

Parshall argued that the govern-
ment shouldn’t be in the business of
restricting anything about the content
of religious broadcasts.

“Licenses come from the govern-
ment,” she reasoned. “I get my driv-
ers’ license from the government as
well, and the government doesn’t tell
me where I may drive.”

Mincberg found fault with Par-
shall’s analogy.

“An infinite number of drivers’ li-
censes can be granted,” he said. “But
what if only 300 could be granted?
Government might put some restric-
tion on them, such as saying you have

to give rides to the poor.”

Since only a limited number of
broadcast frequencies are available,
the government must regulate their -
usage, he argued.

Parshall disagreed, claiming that
“broadcast spectrum scarcity is a fal-
lacious and moot argument” in the
modern era.

Sears charged that the government
wants to create a “‘gospel-free zone.”

Mincberg responded that religious
broadcasters should be able to com-
pete equally with other broadcasters
for frequencies but should not be giv-
en preferential treatment. “Treating
religious broadcasters the same as oth-
er broadcasters is not unfair.”

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source
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Give me a break

Many of my readers know we have several
breaks scheduled on our school calendar. Four of
the annual breaks are required, meaning all of our
boarding students must go home for the break or
they may go to a family member’s home or stay
with a friend.

Often, when I tell visitors that we have four re-
quired breaks and that all students must leave our
campus for a specified period of time, the visitors
wonder where our students go who do not, or can-
not, go home. Since they usually know

The vast majority of our students anxiously wait
for each of the breaks so they can visit family mem-
bers and friends. Since our students are not allowed
to leave campus except on school trips, they do not
get the same benefits as students who live at home.
There always are those blockbuster movies they
want to see, as well as friends back home.

The required breaks are scattered throughout the
year, nine days in October, two weeks at Christ-
mas, nine days in March and nine days during sum-

- mer school. We have several other
breaks during the year, but they are not

we have students from around the world B I [ B 5
and across the U.S., they are concerned {1 [4]1]) required.
that some students might not have a For years we have had a difficult time

place to go during the required breaks.

Our international students are in-
formed during the application process
that they must have a place to go during
these breaks. Normally they have fami-
ly members or friends in the U.S., so they
do not have a hard time finding a place
to go. Occasionally, a student does not
have anyone who can help. In rare cas-
es, we assist in finding a place.

The vast majority of our students W.F. Underwood

have no trouble going home or finding a

place to spend a week or so. From time to time, an
American student either cannot go home for the
break or does not want to go. While we encourage
students to go home for a few days, sometimes
there are personal reasons for not wanting to. In
those cases, we will help the student make other
arrangements.

Some wonder why we have required breaks.
The answer is simple: Our faculty and staff need a
rest just as much as the students do. Because we
care for most of our students “24/7,” it would be
nearly impossible to give our faculty and support
staff much-needed vacation time any other way.

making it from Christmas to spring
break. Between the dreary weeks of win-
ter and few outside activities on campus,
our students can get cabin fever. In fact,
our faculty and staff traditionally have
had a difficult time as well.

‘When we set up our 2000-2001 aca-
demic calendar, we scheduled an extra
short break in February. This non-re-
quired break is three and a half days, so
most of our students were able to go
home. Those who did not leave campus

. were able to kick back and take it easy for a few

days. They could possibly get some extra sleep,
hopefully do their laundry, maybe get a staff mem-
ber to take them to town or possibly spend a night
or two with some of our faculty.

Our staff also needed the break. They work an
average of 12 hours a day, six days a week, so they
can use a little extra sleep too! I think everyone
enjoyed the long weekend. At least I didn’t hear
any complaints.

W.E. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.
oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president @oneidaschool.org

Benton native Shannon Benefiel
was called to preach at age 16 but
did not surrender until age 22.

“The main reason I resisted is
thatI don’t do anything halfway and
I wasn’t ready. When the decision
came, we haven’t turned back.

“I also had some wonderful pas-
tors and saw them treated harshly,
and I didn’t want to put myself into
a vulnerable position,”
Benefiel said with a
smile, realizing he now
was in that vulnerable
position. However, he
has the encouragement of
a co-pastor.

Two years ago, First
Baptist Church of Loyall
contacted our school
seeking a professor to
preach. Roy Lucas, pro-
fessor of New Testament,
was available, and the

be interim pastor.
The search committee then
wanted to recommend Lucas as pas-

call to Clear Creek. Lucas asked
Benefiel to preach when he was
away, and the church saw the pos-
sibility of an arrangement using
both of them. With unanimous sup-
port from the church, the two of
them became co-pastors.
Benefiel; Mary; Caitlyn, 8; and
" Chase, 2, live in the parsonage, and
Benefiel covers daily administrative

Co-pastors combine youth and experience

(ME\:¥H:]43'q sponsibility of EPA/
maintenance coordinator
CHRONICLE at 22 convenience stores

church soon asked him to  Bill Whittaker

tor, but he declined because of his

responsibilities, hospital calls and
other ministry needs. “This is a
small, close-knit community. I’ve
learned the houses and vehicles. We
have a great opportunity to perme-
ate the area. The church now needs
to step out in faith and win our neigh-
bors,” Benefiel said. He and Lucas
share the preaching. “Neither of us
hogs the pulpit,” Benefiel noted.

: Benefiel left the re-

to attend Clear Creek.
That work experience
with the public provided
valuable preparation for
pastoral ministry. He
hopes to continue at Loy-
all after graduation.
Lucas described Ben-
efiel as “a sharp young
man with a heart to reach
the people of Loyall with
the gospel. He is mission-
minded and committed to reaching
the world through the Cooperative
Program and the local association.
He has blessed First Baptist since his
call to serve with me as co-pastor.”
Benefiel added, “Every church
wants a young man with several
years of experience and that’s real-
ly what Loyall has with us as co-
pastors.”
Bill Whittaker is president of Clear

Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977
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The End of the World ... as We Know
It. Chuck Smith Jr. Waterbrook Press,
2001. 235 pages. $17.95. 66 ¢6¢
(out of five)

This book has a simple purpose: To
address the uneasiness that exists
among many Christians in the face of
society’s rapid change. In addressing
this uneasiness, Chuck Smith hopes to
provide the basis for new strategies the
church can use in order not to be ir-
relevant. The cultural change that
Smith addresses is “post-
modernism.”

Smith does an excellent
job of walking the novice
through an introduction to
postmodernism. Part of his
introduction is a discussion
of the unraveling of “mod-
ernism.” Smith contends
that much of the way the
church currently structures
its ministry is based upon a
cultural view, modernism, which is
being replaced by postmodernism. If
the church is to reach new generations,
church leaders need a clear understand-
ing of postmodernism.

Smith lays out strategies for effec-
tive ministry in the postmodern world
with clarity. I especially like his sec-
tion on authentic engagement with
Scripture. Smith does not, however,
provide many concrete examgles of
how this ministry looks. His purpose
is to provide the analysis and founda-
tion. One would hope he will follow
up this book with examples of how he
and others- have reshaped ministry
along the strategies he proposes. One
of the strategies Smith offers is to be
innovative, something which most
church leaders need concrete help in
accomplishing because we are stuck in
a modernism mode.

Leonard Sweet, a premier observer
of culture and the church, is quoted on
the jacket cover as saying, “After this
book, no leader, no church can keep
playing the ‘conscientious objector
from postmodernism’ game.” This
book truly does open your eyes to the
changes in culture from the time the
majority of pastors and church staff

OF

THE END

WE RLD
AS WE

began their ministry. It also forcefully
makes the point that if the church seeks
only to preserve the past, it will have
no future. Wayne Hager

Just Give Me Jesus. Anne Graham
Lotz. Word Publishing, 2000. 355
pages. $19.99 (with CD). ¢ & & &

At a recent memorial service for
Ken Chafin, Roy Honeycutt defined a
homily as “a personal reflection on
Scripture done in a public setting.”

With that definition in
mind, one could easily say
that Anne Graham Lotz’s,
“Just Give Me Jesus,” is a
collection of homilies on
the Gospel of John. The ac-
companying CD contains a
devotional by Lotz read
alongside the song “Give
Me Jesus” by Ferando Or-
tega.

“Just Give Me Jesus” is
not a commentary on John’s Gospel,
though one will find lots of useful
background and expositional materi-
al in it. Nor is it an exegetical treat-
ment of John, though Lotz has been
careful in her reflections not to wan-
der far from sound exegesis of the
material. What she has done is cre-
atively woven the story of Jesus as told
by John into the warp and woof of the
fabric of our lives, seeking to show
how the miracle of grace that is Jesus
Christ develops a marvelous tapestry
out of the rags of our sinful lives.

For example, in her reflection on
Jesus’ experience at the wedding in
Cana, Lotz demonstrates how the grace
of God not only addresses the needs of
people alienated from God, but how
that same grace can repair broken rela-
tionships. In her contemplation of
Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus, she
recalls how he kept asking Jesus ques-
tions. Then she asks the reader, “What
questions have you been asking in or-
der to avoid the responsibility and com-
mitment the answers may demand?”

Anne Graham Lotz may not see
herself as a preacher worthy of taking
up her father’s mantle, but she is a pow-
erful homelitician. Jim Holladay

1HE

Journeys on the Edges: The Celtic
Tradition. Thomas O’Loughlin. Orbis
Books, 2000. 172 pages. $14. ¢ &

Postmodern evangelists are tout-
ing the merits of Celtic Christianity
as a way to bring a sense of rooted-
ness to a culture desperately look-
ing for something bigger than itself.

On the other hand, the very thing
that gives Celtic Christianity its
sense of rootedness and transcultur-
alism is its very problem: age. The
seeds of Celtic Christiani-
ty were sown more than
1,500 years ago, and they
were sown in a pre-literate
culture that looked more
toward symbols, icons and
pictures to tell their story
than written historical ac-
counts.

Trying to find the true
history of Celtic Christian-
ity is difficult, and many

JOURNEYS ON
THE EDGES

Life is a Miracle: An Essay Against
Modern Superstition. Wendell Berry.
Counterpoint, 2000. 153 pages. $21.
L 2 22 4

“Apparently everywhere in the ‘de-
veloped world’ human communities
and their natural and cultural supports
are being destroyed, not by natural ca-
lamities or ‘acts of God’ or invasion
by foreign enemies, but by a sort of le-
galized vandalism known as ‘the econ-
omy.””

From this statement in
“Life is a Miracle,” Wendell
Barry continues that within
this economized culture, hu-
man beings have been
equated with machines and
this world and our human
lives are being forced into
fictitious categories of me-
chanical perfection or pre-
dictability. The modern su-
perstition is that science and

books promise enlighten-
ment on the subject while offering
an ancient faith distorted into the vi-
sions and forms of the agenda the
writer has chosen.

It is most refreshing, then, to
come across “Journeys on the Edg-
es: The Celtic Tradition.” The book
is written by a medieval scholar and
professor of Celtic Christianity who
goes back to as many of the primary
sources as possible to piece togeth-
er the loose shards of a faith born
around the sixth century in a place
far from the hub of Christianity’s
history. As much as possible,
O’Loughlin attempts to let the Celt-
ic Christians speak for themselves
and refuses to fall into the trap of
seeing their words through modern
eyes and filtering them through that
vision.

This book is a wonderfully clear
introduction to the world of Celtic
Christianity, and while academic in
tone it plainly explains to its read-
ers the beauty and mystery of a faith
created on the edges of the then-civ-
ilized world that still has the power
to awe jaded modern souls today.
Victoria Moon

HOLLYWOOD, Calif. (BP)—
Contemporary Christian rock band
Jars of Clay dedicated its Grammy
Award last week to the memory of
Columbine High School student
Cassie Bernall.

Bernall was one of the students
killed during the high school
shooting in Colorado. She report-
edly was singled out to be shot af-
ter she admitted she was a Chris-
tian.

“We dedicate this award to
Cassie Bernall and all those stand-
ing up for truth,” band member
Stephen Mason said at the awards
ceremony Feb. 21.

The band received the Grammy
for Best Pop/Contemporary Gos-
pel Album for “If I Left the Zoo.”

It was the second Grammy for
the multi-platinum-selling band.

“We are honored, among all the
talent nominated for the award, to
have won the Grammy,” Mason
said. “T hope that we can take away
some of the apathy that has taken
control of modern music and help

Jars of Clay dedlcates Grammy to Cassie Bernall

JARS OF CLAY Members of the band
Jars of Clay dedicated their Grammy for
Best Pop/Contemporary Gospel Album to
a victim of the Columbine High School
shootings. (RNS photo)

others make positive choices in
life. We continue to be inspired by
the messages of truth.”

Other Grammy winners in reli-
gious music categories included:

0 Petra for Best Rock Gospel
Album.

I Ricky Skaggs and Kentucky
Thunder for Best Southern, Coun-
try or Bluegrass Gospel Album.

B Shirley Caesar for Best Tra-
ditional Soul Gospel Album.

I Mary Mary for Best Contem-
porary Soul Gospel Album.

I Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir
for Best Gospel Choir or Chorus
Album.

In" addition to the Grammy
Award and nominations, Jars of
Clay has amassed 21 career Gos-
pel Music Association Dove nom-
inations and three Nashville Mu-
sic Awards, received a 1995 Bill-
board Music Video Award and
earned 13 No. 1 songs in just five
years.

Jars of Clay is best known for
its successful radio single,
“Flood,” from its 1995 self-titled,
double-platinum debut. Jars of
Clay compositions have been fea-
tured in such film soundtracks as
“The Long Kiss Goodnight,”
“Hard Rain,” “Jack Frost” and
“The Prince of Egypt.

The group’s music has been
featured in several television se-
ries, including “Providence”
(NBC) and “One Life To Live”
(ABC).

scientific inquiry can solve
the mystery of life.

“Life is a Miracle” is Wendell Ber-
ry’s rather loud written protest against
the attempt to bring all of life and
knowledge under the organized reduc-
tionism of scientific inquiry.-In this
extended essay, Berry takes on those
whose vision of a profitable, pragmat-
ic view of life is sucking the soul out
of humanity. He challenges the notion
“that the new inevitably replaces or
invalidates the old, because the new,
coming from an ever-growing fund of
data, is inevitably better than the old.”

In true contrarian style, Berry dares
us to rethink many of our presupposi-
tions. He challenges us to change the
standards by which we judge our work
and success away from numbers, and
profits and professionalism to what
contributes to the health and durability
of human and natural communities.

Though much of this book is direct-
ed toward academia, one does not have
to make much of a leap to see how his
diagnosis and prescription applies to
the contemporary church scene. We
have bought in far more than we want
to admit to the reductionist, determin-
istic thinking of our age. Jim Holladay
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FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C;
Jim Holladay, pastor of
LyndonBaptist Church
in Louisville; and Victoria
Moon, librarian for Deer
Park Baptist Church in
Louisville. They welcome
feedback or suggestions
for book reviews.
Contact them via e-mail
at: jwhager@surry.net,
docholladay@juno.com
or victoria.moon
@kybaptist.org
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PEOPLE

PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania,
Europe and New
England:

M Give thanks for the
first convert as the result
of the work of the Digo
missionary team in
Tanzania. Missionaires
M.J. and Mark
Grossman showed the
“Jesus” film in
December and their
gardener prayed to
receive Christ in
January.

M Peace for the island of
Zanzibar. Missionaries
report that at least 37
people have been killed
in recent violence, which
began after the
government banned
opposition rallies calling
for new elections. Some
of the violence has
spread to the mainland
in Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania.

M John and Nancy
Laramore, missionaries
to the Kaguru people of

Tanzania, praise God for
answered prayers for a
room to rent in Gairo in

which Bible study and
worship can be held.

M The 25 Maasai men
who are enrolled in a
discipleship and leader
training course which
requires them to travel
to Longido, Tanzania, for
a week of study each
month. In January 30
men completed the
course and in February
40 men applied for the
25 available slots.

14

Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B CAMPBELLSVILLE—Saloma
Church will ordain Bryan Bennett as
deacon March 4. The church will host
Pleasant Union Church March 11 fora
racial reconciliation celebration service
at 7 p.m. with a meal at 5:30 p.m.
Joseph Owens, pastor of Shiloh
Church, Lexington, will speak. Salo-
ma Church also called David Harris
as minister of worship and Melissa
Fletcher as administrative assistant.
John Chowning is pastor.

B ERLANGER—William Crosby,
pastor of Erlanger Church for more
than 17 years, resigned to accept a po-
sition with a church consulting firm.
Bl HARL AN—Liggett Church called
Dennis Williams as bivocational pas-
tor. Williams was ordained to the gos-
pel ministry at Dioan Church in Feb-

ruary.
B HOPKINSVILLE—GIoria Shol-
ar, 67, wife of Ronald Sholar, a di-
rector for the Kentucky Baptist Foun-
dation and retired minister of music,
died Feb. 5. Her funeral service was
Feb. 7 at First Baptist Church in Hop-
kinsville. Memorial gifts can be made
to the Kentucky Baptist Foundation
for the Gloria P. Sholar Scholarship

Fund.

B LEXINGTON—Immanuel Church
will host Travis Cottrell in concert
March 4 at 6 p.m. Cottrell will sing in
the 9 and 10:30 a.m. services. For in-
formation, call (859) 266-3174. Craig
Loscalzo is pastor. ]

B LOUISVILLE—Delma Burhans,
85, wife of Rollin Burhans, former
president of Kentucky Southern Col-
lege and moderator of Kentucky Bap-
tist Convention, died Feb. 21. Her fu-
neral was Feb. 24 at Crescent Hill
Church. Memorial gifts can be made
to her church’s endowment fund or
Alzheimer’s Association.

Beechwood Church called Paul
Coleman as associate pastor/minister
of education. Robert Blackburn is
pastor.

Clifton Church ordained Russell
Armstrong as deacon. Eugene En-
low is interim pastor.

B SOMERSET—TFirst Church or-
dained Frank Carrington, Scott De-
Bord, Curtis Gilliland and James
Saindon as deacons. Paul Chitwood
is pastor.

l WADDY—Mt. Vernon Church
called Milton Smith as pastor.

Kentuckians appointed to t

AUGUSTA, Ga.—Kentuckians
Earl and Robin Pinkston were appoint-
ed recently by the Southern Baptist
International Mission Board during a
service in Augusta, Ga.

The Pinkstons will work in Malta
as volunteer coordinators. They will
mobilize volunteers and local Chris-
tians for evangelism, enhance Christian
discipleship and cast the vision to start
churches among the Maltese people.

Since 1998 the Pinkstons have
served in Malta with the International
Service Corps, a missions program
through the IMB. Prior to that, Pink-
ston served as pastor of Jordan Baptist
Church in Sanders and taught school
in Taylorsville. :

The Pinkstons cited Bethel Baptist
Church in Mercer County as being in-
fluential in their lives.

Pinkston, a native of Harrodsburg,
received a bachelor of arts degree from
Georgetown College. Mrs. Pinkston, a
native of Memphis, Tenn., received a
bachelor of arts degree from Union
University in Jackson, Tenn.

Mrs. Pinkston said she became in-
volved in missions at a very young age.
She said she first responded to God’s
leading toward a mission career after
she traveled to Honduras on a college

The Pinkstons

medical mission trip.

Combined with the Missions "95
conference in Louisville, “these two
events led me to a place in my Chris-
tian walk where I said, “Wherever You
lead, I’1l go,”” she said.

Pinkston said he also accepted
God’s leading into full-time ministry
after traveling with numerous mission
teams during college. After graduation,
he began working at Centrifuge camps
during the summer.

After they married, the Pinkstons
joined a ministry team to Russia.

The Pinkstons, who are expecting
their first child in February, will go to
the IMB training center in Rockville,
Va., for orientation in June before re-
turning to Malta.

CLASSIFIED ADS

NEEDED: Van. Willing to pur-
chase or will accept donation from sis-
ter church. Call: Pastor Larry Burton,
(859) 925-4048 or cell phone: (859)
314-8151. Flat Rock Baptist Church,
Orlando, Ky.

SEEKING: Full-time minister for
growing church. Contact Jean Bezold,
FBC, 600 N Fort Thomas Ave., Fort
Thomas, KY 41075.

SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Cape Giradeau, Mo., is completing
an intentional interim and now wel-
comes resumés for the position of se-
nior pastor. Our church is affiliated
with MBC, SBC and CBF. We are
seeking an applicant with strong
preaching skills, a demonstrated com-
mitment to collaborative leadership
and a high level of relational gifts.
Applicants should have five to seven
years of senior pastoral ministry in a
multi-staff situation. Send credentials
to: Denise Lincoln, Pastor Search
Committee, 1612 N Henderson, Cape
Giradeau, MO 63701.

SEEKING: Married couple as
house parents for mentally handi-
capped adults. Bright Life Farms, Prin-
ceton, Ky. (270) 365-7801.

SEEKING: Full-time education
and youth staff person. Send resumé
to: Personnel Committee, Pleasant Hill
Baptist Church, 1815 Clifty Road,
Somerset, KY 42503.

SEEKING: Associate minister of

outreach for Evergreen Baptist. The
successful candidate will possess good
people-skills, a heart for evangelism,
team-building skills and a calling from
God for Christian service. Resumés
accepted until April 2 and should be
directed to the Personnel Committee,
2698 Evergreen Road, Frankfort, KY
40601.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send
resumé to: Pioneer Baptist Church, 264
Sparrow Lane, Harrodsburg, KY
40330, Attn: Pastor Search Commit-
tee.
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SEEKING: People with secretari-
al experience and computer application
skills to work in temporary positions.
Competitive hourly wage, no benefits.
Contact Administrative Services De-
partment, Kentucky Baptist Conven-
tion, PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY
40253-0433. (502) 244-6468.

SEEKING: Missouri Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home seeks to employ a foster/
adoptive assistant director for its Kan-
sas City office. MSW or related, 5
years social service experience, 2 years
supervisory experience. Contact hu-
man resources at (800) 264-6224 or
human.resources @mbch.org.

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Direct resumé to: Calvary Hill
Baptist Church, 100 John St., PO Box
482, Stanford, KY 40484.

SEEKING: Senior pastor for a lov-
ing church in Bowling Green. Must be
experienced and ambitious. Send re-
sumé to: Forest Park Baptist Church,
520 Old Morgantown Road, Bowling
Green, KY 42101, Attn: Search Com-
mittee. :

SEEKING: Minister of youth for
young, exciting, growing church. Send
resumé to: Emmanuel Baptist Church,

-PO Box 910, Stanton, K'Y 40380, Attn:

Search Committee.

SEEKING: Due to the retirement
of our former pastor, North Park Bap-
tist Church of Evansville, Ind., is seek-
ing an experienced spiritual leader for
the full-time position of senior pastor.
NPBC is a Southern Baptist congrega-
tion with an average worship atten-
dance of 150. Seminary graduate pre-
ferred. Send resumé to: Search Com-
mittee Chairman Steve Humphrey,
4105 Quail Hollow St., Evansville, IN
47715-1536.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
Hurricane Baptist Church in rural
Trigg County. Send resumé to: Pastor
Search Committee, Hurricane Baptist
Church, 4177 Hurricane Road, Cadiz,
KY 42211.

SEEKING: We are seeking a full-
time minister with the primary respon-
sibility of leading our church in music
and worship. If interested, please send
resumé to: Music Committee, Hall
Street Baptist Church, 1102 Hall St.,
Owensboro, KY 42303.

SEEKING: Lawrence County
Baptist Association is accepting re-

sumés for director of missions. Send-

resumés postmarked on or before Feb.
28 to Lawrence County Association of
Baptists, 2427 Highway 43 South,
Leoma, TN 38468.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
First Baptist Church of Carlisle, Ky. A
seminary degree is necessary. Previous
experience as a church pastor would be
beneficial. Send resumé to: Pastor
Search Committee, Eugene R. Snapp,
chairman, 645 Upper Jackstown Road,
Carlisle, KY 40311.

SEEKING: Full-time associate
pastor of education and youth to assist
new senior pastor. Williamstown Bap-
tist Church, a Southern Baptist church
located in a small, northern Kentucky
town near large metropolitan areas, is
striving for a purpose-driven blended
ministry with a weekly attendance of
250-plus and great potential for
growth. Candidate should be energet-
ic, self-motivated, well organized and
a creative team player who has an abil-
ity to relate to youth and adults on a
personal and spiritual level. A bache-
lor’s degree is required and a master’s
with related experience is a plus. Send
resumé to: Stephen C. Rice, 214 North
Main St., Williamstown, KY 41097;
e-mail to: srice @fuse.net. Phone: (859)
824-4102.

SEEKING: Bethel Baptist Church
in Franklin County, Ky., is seeking a
part-time minister of music. Congre-
gation and choir skills necessary. Send
resumé to: M/M Search Committee,
Bethel Baptist Church, 8200 Owenton
Road, Frankfort, KY 40601. Phone:
(502) 227-7278.

' SEEKING: Immanuel Baptist, a
multi-generational church in Lexing-
ton, Ky., is seeking an experienced
seminary graduate to-be on the cutting
edge in preschool ministry with a
strong leadership gift and a passion for
reaching unchurched preschoolers and
their families. Respond to IBC Person-
nel Committee, 3100 Tates Creek
Road, 40502.

SEEKING: Senior pastor. Main
Street Baptist Church is a progressive
Southern Baptist church located in the

- Northern Kentucky area. Ideal candi-

date to fill our position will be highly
motivated, spiritually driven and have
a master’s degree from an accredited
seminary. This candidate will be select-
ed to lead this rapidly growing church
involved in a very aggressive building
program. All interested individuals
should send a resumé with cover letter
to: Pastor Search Committee, 306 West
Main St., Alexandria, K'Y 41001. For
a more detailed job description, go to
our Web page at www.mainstreet
baptist.org.

SEEKING: Rineyville Baptist
Church is seeking a full-time minister
of music and pastoral care. Church is
located in a rapidly-growing rural com-
munity five miles west of Elizabeth-
town. Direct all correspondence and
inquiries to RBC, PO Box 197,
Rineyville, KY 40162, or Rineyville
Baptist@msn.com.

SEEKING: East Cadiz Baptist
Church of Cadiz is seeking a part-time
minister of music. Send resumé to:
M/M Search Committee, East Cadiz
Baptist Church, 407 Third St., Cadiz,
KY 42211.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three
part-time positions: children’s minis-
ter, youth minister and organist. Send
resumé to church in care of Personnel
Committee.



Remembering a hero

SBC missionary
to China, Wallace

hailed as martyr

By Erich Bridges
SBC International Mission Board

RICHMOND, Va. (BP)—A dedi-
cated American surgeon, beloved by
nearly all who knew him, died 50
years ago this month—alone, in a cold
jail cell far from home.

He was arrested in China on false
charges based on planted evidence. He
was beaten, ridiculed, jabbed with
bamboo sticks by prison guards. Driv-
en to distraction by brutal interroga-
tions, he was despondent to the point
of insanity in his final days, accord-
ing to witnesses jailed with him.

But few believed the official story
that the 43-year-old doctor had com-
mitted suicide after he was found
hanging from a beam in his cell the
morning of Feb. 10, 1951. A colleague
allowed to view his body saw little ev-
idence of a hanging but plenty of
marks of physical abuse.

He.was buried quickly by a few
friends under the close watch of an
armed escort; no religious service was
allowed. His remains were not re-,
turned to the United States until 1985.

What an injustice, many said at the
time—and in the decades since. What
a tragedy. What a waste.

Injustice, yes. Waste? Far from it.

Southern Baptist missionary Bill
Wallace might have suffered keenly
in his last weeks on earth, but he had
long been prepared for it.

“Go on back and take care of the
hospital,” he told co-workers when he
was first arrested. “I am ready to give
my life if necessary.”

Wallace was not the only foreign
missionary martyred in China during
the tumultuous years of a Japanese in-
vasion, civil war and the beginnings
of communist rule—which ended the
missionary era. But his life story be-
came as familiar to Southern Baptists
of several generations as that of Lot-
tie Moon, the missionary heroine who
died serving China several decades
before Wallace arrived.

Born in Knoxville, Tenn., in 1908,
Wallace was the son of a doctor and
as a boy tagged along with his father
on patient rounds. At age 17—while
working on a car in the family ga-
rage—Wallace heard God’s call to
medical missions. He answered yes,
recorded the commitment on the back
leaf of his New Testament, and never
turned back.

After college, medical school and
a surgical residency at Knoxville’s
General Hospital, Wallace turned
down a lucrative offer to become a
partner with an outstanding surgeon.
He was appointed in 1935 as a mis-
sionary to China by the Southern Bap-
tist Foreign Mission Board—10 years
to the month after he made his garage
commitment.

He went to Wuchow (now Wuz-
hou) in southern China, where mission-
aries at the Baptist-run Stout Memori-
al Hospital were desperately praying
for a surgeon.

Wallace immediately gained a rep-

BILL WALLACE The Knoxville, Tenn., surgeon was a Southern Baptist missionary to
China from 1930 until his death 50 years ago this month. Wallace gained a reputation as
a gifted surgeon and a tireless worker. A colleague once advised that anyone looking for
Wallace should seek out the sickest patient in the hospital. (IMB photo)

utation as a kind man of few words
(and a tone-deaf Chinese speaker when
he did talk), a gifted surgeon, a tireless
worker—and an absolutely committed
servant of Christ, the gentle Healer he
emulated. A colleague once advised
that anyone looking for Wallace should
seek out the sickest patient in the hos-
pital; Wallace would be there.

He worked through Japanese bomb-
ing raids as the stretchers of the wound-
ed lined the halls—once finishing an
operation after the hospital took a di-
rect hit. After his first furlough back
home, he returned in 1940 to a China
on fire but refused to leave Wuchow
as the invading Japanese closed in. To
urgent appeals that he flee Wuchow,
he responded, “I will stay as long as I
am able to serve.”

Fellow missionary doctor Robert
Beddoe wrote of one harrowing epi-
sode: “At the time of the second se-
vere bombing of the hospital, there was
a desperately sick patient on the top
floor. He could not possibly be moved
without almost certain death. Wallace
stayed by the bed, comforting and re-
assuring the patient. A bomb hit not
more than 50 feet from the bed, tear-
ing a gaping hole in the concrete roof.
In the providence of God neither the
patient nor Wallace was injured.”

Finally, in one of the great exploits
of China missions history, Wallace
evacuated the entire hospital in 1944,
only a few days ahead of Japanese forc-
es—transporting patients, staff and
equipment by boat hundreds of miles
upriver. There they tended the sick and
suffering of the surrounding country-
side until the advancing Japanese
forced them to move again.

Wallace and his band of healers
endured incredible hardships, but came
back to Wuchow in 1945 when the tide
of war turned.

Wallace repaired the badly dam-
aged Stout hospital and got back to
work. He kept right on working in
‘Wuchow after the communist defeat of
the Nationalist Chinese in 1949—
earning even the grudging respect of
communist soldiers as he treated their
wounds.

But missionaries were no longer
welcome in China, and the start of the
Korean War in 1950 sparked an intense
anti-American propaganda campaign.
Wallace’s arrest came in December of
that year after local authorities “found”
a gun under his mattress during a
search and accused him of being a spy.
He died in jail less than two months
later.

But it wasn’t his lonely death that
defined Wallace’s heroism. It was his

love-filled life.

Yes, Bill Wallace “was a martyr,”
acknowledged the late Everley Hayes,
the missionary nurse who worked with
him in his last years and identified his
body.
“Many think of martyrs as those
long-faced people. But I knew a Dr.
Wallace who was very much interest-
ed in everything around him. He was a
martyr not because he died in service
but because he so identified with the
Chinese people that they considered
him one of them. And they loved him.”

The Chinese had heard sermons
before, wrote missions historian Jesse
Fletcher. But “in Bill Wallace they be-
gan to see one, and that made the dif-
ference.”
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Few believed the
official story that
the 43-year-old
doctor had
committed suicide.
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CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE,
CELEBRATES A HERITACE OF FAITH
75TH ANNIVERSARY YFAR
1926-2001
1B Clear Creek Baptist Bible College will host :

’ regional rallies for Kentucky Baptists and
other friends.

N Great Music
+ Student Testirhony

+ Inspired Preaching

+ L.C.Kelly monologue

All rallies are at 7 P.M. and will include a
reception with a historical display.
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CLEAR CREEK BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
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