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Reactions split 
on theology of 
'Left Behind' 
By Karen Long 
• Religion News Service 

BRUNSWICK, Ohio (RNS)­
David Buegler paused outside St. 
Mark Lutheran Church; shaking his 
head ruefully. He and three other 
ministers had just spent two intense 
hours warning believers about pit­
falls in the "Left Behind" book se­
ries. 

"My prediction?" Buegler said, 
glancing at 250 people filing out 
of the packed Brunswick, Ohio, 
church . "All these people will be in 
Christian bookstores Monday buy­
ing the books." 

As Buegler made his ironic fore­
cast, a young woman startled John 
Diener by announcing that he and 
the other Lutheran panelists were 
going to hell. When Diener tried to 
respond, the woman threw up her 
right hand. "Don't you follow me," 
she warned the pastor of St. Mark. 
He backed off. 

Churches are split in their reac­
tions to the Tim LaHaye and Jerry 
Jenkins page-turners, which feature 
a rapture, in which millions of God­
fearing people are zapped instantly 
into heaven; a Romanian Antichrist; 
and a computer chip implant as the 
mark of the Beast. The central char­
acters, left behind after the rapture, 
get a second chance at salvation. 
The books move chronologically 
from the rapture through seven years 
of tribulation, interpreting accounts 
from the Book of Revelation. 

"Certain Presbyterian churches 
have had seminars to debunk it," said 
Dan Balow, marketing director of 
Tyndale House Publishers in 
Wheaton, Ill. 'Then some Baptists and 
conservative evangelicals go in the 
opposite direction. They embrace it 
and don't treat it like the fiction it is." 

One death-row inmate in Texas 
begged for an advance copy so he 
could read it before his execution date. 
A Tennessee woman dying of Lou 
Gehrig's disease wanted an early 
manuscript of the eighth book, '"The 
Mark," so she could be comforted in 
her last days by Christian martyrs re­
fusing the mark of evil. In both cases, 
Balow said, his company complied. 

"Left Behind" became a publish­
ing juggernaut soon after its 1995 de­
but, selling more than 27 million cop­
ies in the series, with another 10 mil­
lion items of related products such as 
wallpaper and postcards. Even the 
uneventful arrival of the millennium 
failed to dampen enthusiasm, with 
readers snapping up books at a cur­
rent clip of 1.5 million per month. 
Tyndale has doubled both its staff 
and revenue, Balow said. Originally 
planned as seven books culminating 
in 2000, the series will roll out its ninth 
installment this summer. 

Phyllis Tickle, religion editor of 
Publishers Weekly, has tracked the 
"Left Behind" phenomenon with in­
terest. 
□ See Theology of 'Lett ... , page 12 

Spring training 
Seder ritual 
teaches Jewish 
heritage of 
Christianity 
By Victoria Moon 
Staff Writer 

LOUISVILLE-As Easter ap­
proaches, some Kentucky Baptist 
churches are finding the symbolism 
of Jewish Passover meals, called 
"Seders," add a new depth of mean­
ing to the story of Christ's resurrec­
tion. 

"Participating 
in the Passover 
meal helps 
Baptist and all 
other Christian 
churches get in 
touch with their com­
mon heritage in Judaism, and appre­
ciate the Jewishness of their New 
Testament faith," said Noel Rabino­
witz, a messianic Jew with Chosen 
People.com and a doctoral student at 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi­
nary in Louisville. He also conducts 
model Seders and teaches churches 
about their Jewish heritage. 

Rabinowitz said the most com­
mon elements of a Seder-which is 
the Hebraic term for "order"-are a 
lamb shank, parsley, onion, horserad­
ish, unleavened bread, and a sweet 
mixture of apples, cinnamon and 
wine or grape juice. Other items com-

. monly found at a Seder meal are salt 
water, a roasted egg and five cups of 
wine or juice. 

''Each element has meaning," he 
said, listing each element, its Hebra­
ic term and its symbolism: 
■ The parsley, or "karpas," rep-

resents life. It is dipped in the salt wa-

SEDER Members of a Louisville church participate in the ritual hand washing before 
a model seder meal. Many Kentucky Baptist churches combine communion with 
seders to help members understand the Passover meal's importance to the Easter 
story. (Photo courtesy of Community, the Louisville Jewish Federation's newsletter) 

ter-a symbol of both the Red Sea 
and tears-as a reminder of the bitter 
tears the Israelites wept during sla­
very, their safe passage through the 
Red Sea and the bitterness of a life 
witho.ut redemption. 
■ The "beitzah," or roasted egg, 

is a later addition to the Seder plate 

and symbolizes the roasted temple 
sacrifice that can no longer be offered 
because of the destruction of the .tem­
ple. 
■ The horseradish, or "maror," 

represents the bitterness of life 
■ The onion, or "chazoret," sym-

0 See Churches use Seders ... , page 6 

Singles ministries redefining roles for new century 

VOCE Author RoseAnne Coleman speaks 
during a recent Voce conference tor single 
women. The conference, which came to 
Lexington last month, is designed to 
encourage single women to dig deeper into 
their faith. (LifeWay Christian Resources 
photo by Sharon Harper) 

By Victoria Moon 
Staff Writer 

LEXINGTON-Trying to move 
past the stereotypes of singles minis­
tries as "meat markets" or social mix­
ers, Christian singles ministry leaders 
are taking on the difficult task of meet­
ing all the needs of their diverse group. 

'"This is a hard ministry to do, but 
it's desperately needed," said Eric 
Fruge, singles minister at Calvary Bap­
tist Church in Lexington. 

Fruge said the perception of singles 
as troubled or issue-ridden people came 
about as an unwanted side effect of a 
positive trend in singles ministry. 

"Back in the mid-1980s, there was 
a huge revolution in singles ministry 
with programs like divorce recovery, 
single parent ministries and support 
groups," he said. 'They were great for 
the time and there was so much need 
for them, but as a result over the past 
15 years a perception of dysfunction-

ality has become associated with sin­
gle adult ministries." 

Today, he said, many younger, 
Gen-X singles don't want to be asso­
ciated with an established singles min­
istry for fear of being branded as dys­
functional or meeting only dysfunc­
tional singles in those groups. 

''We've had to build a new minis­
try beneath our established singles min­
istry to meet the needs of younger sin­
gles," Fruge said. 

'This is a time of transition for sin­
gles ministry," he added. 'There are 
two mindsets at work: the older sin­
gles who like their own established 
group and the support of that group, 
and the younger singles who are look­
ing to be more a part of the mainstream 
church." 
• One of the ways Fruge said Calva­
ry Baptist is trying to reach younger 
singles is through conferences like 
Voce, an all-women weekend confer­
□ See Singles ministries ... , page 9 
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Southern Seminary renews major constructio·n plans 
By Michael Foust 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 

LOUISVILLE (BP)-Six months 
after putting a major construction 
project on hold, Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary officials an­
nounced plans to move forward with 
it. -

President Al Mohler reported last 
fall that a $6 million project to reno­
vate Rice and Judson halls had been 
put on indefinite hold after the Baptist 
General Convention of Texas' propos­
al to slash funding of the six Southern 
Baptist Convention seminaries. That 
proposal eventually passed at the 
BGCT's annual meeting, leading to a 
potential 6 percent shortfall in the sem­
inary's projected income. 

But Mohler announced during the 
trustees April 2-4 meeting that the Rice 

and Judson project- which will pro­
vide on-campus guest housing and con­
ference rooms-will go forward, and 
that construction will begin as soon as 
this month. 

'"Though the impact of the BGCT 
is still uncertain, we have decided that 
we should go ahead with the project, 
due to its urgent need and financial 
soundness," Mohler said. 

In another move, trustees approved 
a major construction project that will 
add a total of 104 apartment units to 
the seminary property through a priva­
tization arrangement with developers. 
The project will come in the form of 
two apartment complexes- a $4.9 mil­
lion, 70-unit complex and a $2.7 mil­
lion, 34-unit complex. 

The seminary will retain ownership 
of the property. but the developers will 
own leasing rights. The 70-unit com-

plex will be reserved primarily for stu­
dents, while the smaller complex will 
be open to the community. Construc­
tion is scheduled to begin this fall, with 
the apartments set to open in the fall of 
2002. 

''Many of the buildings on our cam­
pus are now over 70 years old," Mohler 
told trustees. He said seminary admin­
istrators face the dual challenge of 
building new facilities while investing 
funds in older buildings. 

Trustees approved a budget of 
$19,655,922 for the 2001-2002 fiscal 
year - an 8.1 percent increase over the 
current budget. Mohler said the Coop­
erative Program will comprise 35 per­
cent of the seminary's 2001-2002 aca­
demic budget. 

Mohler said one of the future prior­
ities is construction of a building to 
house the Billy Graham School of Mis-

sions, Evangelism and Church Growth. 
Mohler also announced the addition 

of Katheryn Webb to the faculty as 
associate professor of Christian educa­
tion. Webb, who had been serving as 
an instructor, has 16 years of adminis­
trative experience in both public and 
Christian schools. She earned her mas­
ter of arts degree from Mid-America 
Baptist Theological Seminary and her 
doctorate of philosophy from Southern 
Seminary. 

In other action trustees granted ten­
ure to three professors: Ted Cabal, 
James Parker and Sandra Turner. Ca­
bal was elected professor of Christian 
philosophy, Parker professor of world­
view and culture, and Turner associate 
professor of church music and worship. 
Cabal previously was dean of Boyce 
College, but resigned from that posi­
tion because of illness. 

Paige Patterson honored by Southern for 'legacy of l,eadership' 
LOIBSVILLE (BP)-'There is no 

genuinely good preaching except ex­
position," former Southern Baptist 
Convention President Paige Patterson 
declared April 2. 

Patterson, president of Southeastern 
Baptist Theological Seminary in Wake 
Forest, N.C., was speaking at South­
ern Baptist Theological Seminary's 
second annual "Power in the Pulpit" 
conference. Patterson, a key architect 
in the SBC' s conservative resurgence 
of the past two decades, was the key­
note preacher during the one-day 
preaching seminar. 

President Al Mohler presented 
Patterson Southern Seminary's E.Y. 
Mullins Distinguished Denomination­
al Service Award, citing his "remark­
able legacy of leadership" during the 
SBC controversy. The Mullins Award, 
named in honor of the seminary's 
fourth president, is the school's high­
est award. 

M;ohler said Patterson's leadership 
was critical in helping the SBC recov-

BAPTIST DIGEST 

MULLINS AWARD Former Southern 
Baptist Convention President Paige Patter­
son (left) receives the E. Y. Mullins Award 
from Southern Seminary President Al 
Mohler. (BP photo) 

er the "truths that are so precious to us" 
and the "platform of doctrine and eter­
nal truth upon which we stand." 

Speaking during the preaching con­
ference, Patterson said groups such as 
the Mormons have taken advantage 
of church members who had a poor 
knowledge of the Bible. 
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'1t is imperative today that our peo­
ple be taught the Word of the Lord," 
he said. Otherwise, "they will not know 
what to do about the Mormons, who 
claim that they have more converts 
from Baptists than from anybody else." 

While disputing the Mormons' 
claim, Patterson said it could be par­
tially true because "we have not taught 
our people the truths of the Word of 
God. If we had, they wouldn't be sit­
ting ducks out there on the pond for 
every 'ism' that comes along." 

Ministers who strictly preach topi­
cal sermons instead of exegetical ser­
mons do a disservice to the Bible, 
Patterson said. 

'1t is hutzpah when we think that 
what we think about things is more 
important than what God says about 
them," he said. "Whether he means to 
do it or not, that's what a topical 
preacher says." 

Patterson added that if "God didn' t 
say anything about it, you don't need 
to say anything about it, either." 

Jesus preached expositionally in the 
Book of Luke, Patterson said. As an 
example, he pointed to the story of 
Jesus' conversation with the two dis­
ciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke 
24:27 which states, 'Then beginning 
with Moses and all the Prophets, He 
interpreted for them in all the Scrip­
tures the things concerning Himself." 

Later in the chapter, Jesus' words 
began to convict the hearts of the dis­
ciples, Patterson noted, citing Luke 
24:32 where the disciples ask them­
selves, "Weren't our hearts ablaze 
within us while He was talking with 
us on the road and explaining the Scrip­
tures to us?" 

'That's what you want to have hap­
pen" in your churches, Patterson said. 

"Do you want your people to be 
soul-winners?" he asked. "Do you 
want them to be consistent witnesses 
for Christ? Do you want them to tell 
the story of Christ? Then you become 
a consistent expository preacher ... and 
you.come in with your heart ablaze." 
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Bivocationals celebrate their ministry at P_aducah rally I 
By Ken Walker . 
State Correspondent 

PADUCAH- Ron Prater makes a 
living as a corporate officer for a grain 
company and as the president of his 
own real estate firm. 

But he's also pastor ofRidgewood 
Baptist Church in Owensboro, and 
there is no question about where his 
priorities are. 

"When I need to go 
somewhere, they under­
stand," Prater said of his 
other jobs. "Ministry comes 
first." 

A veteran of 42 years in 
the pulpit, Prater recently 
was recognized as the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's 
Bivocational Pastor of the Prater 
Year for the western half of 
the state at a conference March 30-31. 

The Mid-Continent Bivocational 
Celebration drew 322 participants 
from five states, including 56 from 
Kentucky. Organizers called the turn­
out the largest gathering of bi vocation­
al pastors, spouses and directors of 

. missions in Southern Baptist Conven­
tion history. 

These dual-career pastors are a key 
to the future, according to Leon Wil­
son, a national Southern Baptist mis­
sionary for bivocational ministry. 

The SBC has a goal of starting 
2,100 churches annually, with bivo­
cationals launching 250 of those, said 
Wilson, who works through the 
Southern Baptist North American 
Mission Board. 

Bivocational pastors account for 
nearly 40 percent of ministers in 
Southern Baptist churches, but Wilson 

said they often are overlooked. 
"These guys feel so isolated, it's 

been great to encourage and affrrrn 
them," he said. ''They 're definitely be­
coming more important. If we're go­
ing to start enough churches, there 
have to be more bivocationals in­
volved." 

State director of missions Randy 
Jones called the conference turnout a 

momentum starter for 
Western Kentucky . . 

''My prayer is that this 
isn't a one-time pep rally 
but the beginning of a fo­
cus on bivocationals and 
their worthiness," he said. 
"We hope this meeting dis­
pels the myth that they are 
second-class pastors." 

The value ofbivocation-
als can be seen through 

Prater's example, said a veteran pas­
tor who grew up attending Ridgewood 
Baptist. 

Jerry Carter of Apollo Heights 
Baptist Church in Owensboro said his 
former pastor taught him how to lead 
others to accept.Jesus as their person­
al Savior. 

Prater's leadership was a key in 
helping Ridgewood grow in the 
1970s, said Carter, who has served at 
two churches the past 26 years while 
running an auto parts business. 

Prater remained at Ridgewood de­
spite his wife's death in 1983 and the 
death of his youngest son a decade lat­
er, Carter noted. 

"Ron has gone though many a val­
ley, but he's always come out on top," 
he said. "He's never given up. He 
treats his church like family, too. Ev­
eryone is important to him. He means 

a lot to a lot of people." 
Besides Carter, six other current or · 

fom1.er pastors in Daviess-McLean 
Baptist Association came from 
Prater's church, as well as a couple 
serving as missionaries to Haiti. While 
pleased with those who entered the 
ministry, Prater, a grandfather of six, 
calls his greatest accomplishment see­
ing multitudes accept Christ as Sav­
ior. 

"We had a couple years in the mid­
l 970s where we baptized over 100 a 
year," he said. "It's been a good ride." 

The bivocational role is nothing 
new for Prater. As a boy in Eastern 
Kentucky, he watched his father 
preach after working in. a coal mine. 

Holding a job in the marketplace 
creates opportunities to tell more peo­
ple about Jesus and lightens the 
church's financial load, he said. 

But it comes with a price. Prater 
routinely works 80 hours a week. 

"I get up early and go late," he said. 
"I go to the office from 8 to 5:30 and 
do visiting and sermon preparation at 
night." • 

Other Kentucky Baptists at the 
conference have similar juggling acts. 

Brett Myles, pastor of Northside 
Baptist Church in Almo, is a radiation 
therapist at the regional cancer center 
in Murray. He also referees basketball 
games during the winter. 

"It has cost me some precious time 
with my family," he said. "My wife 
says I hide my head in a book or sleep 
when I'm home. A pet peeve of mine 
is when people say, 'You're part-time 
in the ministry.' There are no part-time 
ministers." 

Myles said he deals with time de­
mands by getting to his office at 5 

Pastor develops rules to minister by 
PADUCAH-Bivocational pastor Mark Wilson was working 

at 5 a.m. one morq!Qg wh,~n he realized how con.~nt t.~e 
pr~ssures were becqming. • ..... . . >,w n • 

:; •• • In addition tQb~JQgpastqfbf Kirbyton Baptis!G.htJtch 
Wilsotl wor~~ wJtij,'~n, .. ~.ggD,9!!1fc d~yelqpment a~Q. 

1 n his spareJime b~ i$ a freelance photographefah 
substitute teacher and runs a consulting firm. • • 

Speaking at the recent Mid:continent B1vocational 
Celebration, he said.the pressures of the numerous hats he 
wears led him to develop three principles to remain faithful to 
his calling: ,. . 

I Don't confuse the press of time with priorities. NoJnatter 
what the job, he sa.id he must remember that "winning souls" 
is the only thing that'lasts; • ! •. 

l 001ft let the worlg .~et t.he standard for succe,~s!1;t.w 
"Big-itis is.rampant," saidWilson, who was a.fuU'y;,1UQded 

pastor b~ore switching toa biVocational role. "J"he .sup~(rst~:,r1 light-show mentaUfy pr,~yails. But when I read the ,apostj~ • ••• 
Paul, I don't read, 'So. how big is your church?'" •• • 

I Don't let busyness affect a personal relationship with 
Christ or one's role as pastor. 

"We've been called to do something in ministry, so avail 
yourself of the task/' he said. "IVlake.your best effortJ6°dq 
your best" 

?''.' 
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a.m., an hour before a Tuesday morn­
ing prayer group. 

Attitude is an important part of his 
outlook. He said that when unruly fans 
made him doubt the wisdom ofrefer­
eeing, God showed him Christians are 
needed as basketball officials and in 
all walks of life. 

He said he considers refereeing a 
hobby, not a sacrifice. "I've been able 
to use that as a witness. Schools invite 
me to speak to young athletes, and I 
can tell them Jesus is their only hope." 

Music ministers across commonwealth prepare fo-r chorale tour 
By Tim Beauchamp 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

LOUISVILLE- Randy Holt says 
his time with the Kentucky Baptist 
men's chorale is an opportunity to 
share the gospel through meaningful 
worship. 

Holt, minister of music at Lone 
Oak First Baptist Church in Paducah, 
has been a member of the choir of pro­
fessional music ministers since 1986 
and considers the group's annual tour 
a part of his ministry. 

"I believe that worship is a three­
step process for believers. First we 
gather to worship, then our worship 
causes us to reflect on the glory of 
God, which then causes us to have a 
proper perspective on evangelism," 
Holt said. "We go away from a mean­
ingful worship experience changed 
and prepared to share the gospel." 

The chorale, which will tour Ken­
tucky Baptist churches April 22-25, 
was organized in 1965 by the Ken­
tucky Baptist Convention's church 
music department. Members come 
from among 200 fulltime male music 
ministers who serve in churches affil­
iated with the KBC. (A similar wom­
en's group performs separately.) 

The 2001 Kentucky Baptist men's 
chorale has 50 active members, with 
35 members expected to tour this sea­
son. In addition to touring Kentucky 
Baptist churches, the chorale regular­
ly performs at the KBC' s annual meet-

MEN'S CHORAL The Kentucky Baptist men's choral will tour April 22-25. Carl Stam, a 
music professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, will be the conductor. David 
Dale, minister of music at Gardenside Baptist Church in Lexington, will be the accompanist. 

ings and conferences. 
And the benefits the men receive 

are beyond their expectations, said Jim 
Cordell, director of the KBC church 
music department. 

. "It is a time of fellowship, continu­
ing education and an opportunity to 
minister outside of their local church­
es that makes their time with the cho­
rale so special and meaningful," said 
Cordell, a chorale member since 1970. 
"The relationships that are built with 
other fellow ministers mean a great 
deal to these men." 

Kenny Sexton, minister of music 
and children at First Baptist Church 
of Leitchfield and a first-year chorale 
member, said he looks forward to 

touring and sharing his passion for 
music with other churches and minis­
ters of music. 

"Being a part of the chorale is a 
way of showing your love for the One 
you serve, Jesus Christ," he said. 

Sexton said he decided to join the 
group after attending a chorale retreat 
at St. Matthews Baptist Church in 
Louisville. 

He said time with the chorale com­
petes with an already full schedule as 
a minister and a family man, but he 
finds the experience worthwhile. He 
said both his family and church sup­
port his time with the group. 

''They see my time with the cho­
rale as a way of sharing what is going 

on in our church with other Baptist 
churches throughout Kentucky," he 
said. 

Sexton and others will spend a 
busy week on tour, rehearsing each 
day and performing at night while 
ministering to others whom they meet 
on their travels. 

Holt said he decided lo join the 
chorale as a result of encouragement 
from his pastor. 

"Every time that we get together, 
it is a special time. It takes a lot of extra 
effort to be a part of the chorale group, 
a special commitment, but it is worth 
it," Holt said. 

He also said the chorale is a good 
ambassador for Kentucky • Baptist 
churches. "I would love to see more 
churches encourage their music min­
isters to be involved in chorale and to 
represent Kentucky Baptists." 

The chorale currently is planning 
to tour Europe during the summer of 
2002 as part of the KBC's partnership 
with the European Baptist Conven­
tion. The group previously has per­
formed internationally in Scotland, 
Germany, France, Austria, Switzer­
land, England, Kenya, Brazil and Rus-
sia. • 

For more information about the 
chorale, contact the KBC church mu­
sic department at (502) 245-4727 or 
toll-free in Kentucky at (888) 254-
5707. Information also is available on 
the KBC Web site, www.kybaptist. 
org. 

Schedule 
The Kentucky Baptist 
men's chorale will 
perform at the following 
locations: 

■ Ashland, April 22 at 
10:45 a.m. at Unity 
Baptist Church. 

■ London, April 22 at 
6:30 p.m. at First Baptist 
Church of London. 

■ Glasgow, April 23 at 
7 p.m. at Calvary Baptist 
Church. 
■ Beaver Da·m, April 24 
at 12:10 p.m. at Beaver 
Dam Baptist Church. 

■ Paducah, April 24 at 
7 p.m. at Lone Oak First 
Baptist Church. 

■ Hopkinsville, April 25 
at 6:30 p.m. at Second · 
Baptist Church of 
Hopkinsville. 
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Where's the data? 
The article, "Seminary president, 

critics differ on faith statement," in 
the March 13 issue of the Western 
Recorder created some questions for 
me. 

How can Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary President 
Ken Hemphill reconcile the follow­
ing: "The revised Baptist Faith and 

I 
'""'I§ 

Don't lose reverence 
I am increasingly alarmed at the 

number of articles I see in the West­
ern Recorder promoting or defend­
ing "contemporary worship." ~ost 
cite church growth and evangelism 
as reasons for doing contemporary 
worship. 

According to the Great Commis­
sion we are challenged to "go," but 

Message is not being 
forced on anyone, a_nd 
requiring faculty at 
Southern Baptist Con­
vention seminaries to 
sign it should not alarm 
anyone." Have the words 
"forced" and "requiring" 
undergone a change in 
definition? How is it pos­
sible for someone "to be 

§"."~ .J~ 
Q _ .II\ 

~ IJ 

we have stopped "going" 
and started trying to "at­
tract." Consequently, we 
have stopped worship­
ping too. 

BAPTIST David Roozen, the re­
searcher who compiled 
the data for an article in 
the March 20 issue, gave 
additional reasons for 
churches using contem­

'II] Hlh~ I 
held accountable to the statement of 
their convention" without some de­
gree of coercion? 

What has happened to the long­
cherished Baptist principle of the 
priesthood of the believer if some­
one else must approve my faith con­
victions? I expect someone to an­
swer, "You may believe as you feel 
led but you can't teach in a South­
ern Baptist Convention institution 
without believing the 2000 Baptist 
Faith and Message." 

Hemphill wrote of "critics," "un­
principled Baptist scholars," "loop­
holes" and "sound bites to create 
fear" as apparent justification for his 
comments. The authors quoted in 
the article charged the president with 
"ambiguity," "willfully distorted 
communication" and failure "to of­
fer any example" of his allegations. 

President Hemphill apparently 
was writing to justify the creedalism 
being practiced at Southwestern 
Seminary. Even those who support 
his position, however, must wonder 
why he gave no data to support his 
contention. 

Billy G. Hurt 
Benton 

porary worship by saying, "The 
change in worship style follows a 
seismic shift in many Christian 
churches' approach to God. In the 
past, God has been viewed as an an­
gry, judgmental deity. In recent de­
cades, more emphasis has been put 
on the personhood of Jesus, result­
ing in a more personal view of God. 
Less structured, informal music bet­
ter fits that changed view of God." 

While I might agree that in the 
past the "angry and judgmental dei­
ty" has been overemphasized, the 
current view that portrays God al­
most as a playmate also is inaccu­
rate. We should feel such indebted­
ness to God that neither words nor 
style are adequate to convey our 
gratitude. Awe and reverence are a 
part of worship, not.because we fear • 
God, but because we understand a 
kind of love that is so deep and per­
sonal that we cannot relegate God 
the Father, or the Son, to being 
merely a "chap." 

If that is all God is then we should 
go to the local tavern and sing "nine­
ty-nine bottles of beer on the wall" and 
chug one for the ''big man upstairs" 
because it would honor God just as 

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION 

New Salem celebrates growth 
Members of New Salem Baptist 

Church in Vine Grove have good 
reason to celebrate when they dedi­
cate their new building. It has been 
a long journey of personal involve­
ment by members to reach 
this time of celebration. 

The members have 
done most of the work 
over the past three years 
( except for the concrete 
and brickwork), and it has 
been a labor of love. One 
member said her husband 
worked on the building 
nearly every Saturday. . 

The church chimes can B111 Mackey 
be heard throughout the 
beautiful valley below the church. It 
is a spacious facility for the rural 
congregation and has been built with 
a vision for the future. The sanctu­
ary has been designed so that it can 
serve as a family life center in the 
future. The future sanctuary will re­
place the older building. 

The new construction was need­
ed because the congregation had 
outgrown its facilities. Pastor Gary 
Kasey, who became pastor in 1987, 

said the older facilities could accom­
modate 75 people in Sunday school 
but the church was averaging more 
than 100. They had gone to two 
worship services, but that did not 

work well for the congre­
gation. 

On a recent visit, I was 
impressed ~ith the pro­
grams and ministries of 
the church. It was obvious 
that the members had not 
neglected the ministry in 
order to construct a build­
ing. 

New Salem members 
are very involved in mis­
sions organizations. Ac­

cording to the latest convention 
annual, New Salem had 38 people 
enrolled in Woman's Missionary 
Union ministries and 12 men in 
Brotherhood. Their music ministry 
enrollment was 61. Believers are 
being developed with 44 enrolled in 
Discipleship Training classes. 

Although their needs have been 
significant, New Salem has not for­
gotten about missions. They give 16 
percent of undesignated church gifts 
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much to do that as it would to sit on 
our haunches, sing trite little ditties, 
and expect everyone to come join us. 

Phil Rector 
Danville 

Friend of sinners? 
I have been a Roman Catholic for 

more than 29 years now, though I was 
raised as a Southern Baptist in East­
ern Kentucky. For the last 20 years I 
have been a member of the Fran­
ciscans, the religious community 
founded by Francis of Assisi in the 
early 1200s. But I retain my interest 
in the faith of so many of my ances­
tors and family, so I have for several 
years now subscribed to the Western 
Recorder. 

I find the Recorder consistently to 
be one of the best religious interest pe­
riodicals with which I come in con­
tact. I want to congratulate you for the 
consistently high standards which you 
and your predecessors have main­
tained with the Recorder. 

Among the things I find most com­
mendable about the Recorder is the 
clear-headed tone which you maintain 
on any number of highly controver­
sial subjects, from the most recent 
amendment of the Baptist Faith and 
Message statement to your March 20 
editorial titled, "Is your congregation 
'a friend of sinners'?" 

I recently ran across a pamphlet 
called "What Would Jesus Do ... If 
He Met a Gay Man?" The author of 
the pamphlet, Mark K. Justice, asks 
whether Christians are "ready to beg 
Jesus for the ability to understand our 
gay brothers and sisters, for a healing 
of the hurts which society and Chris­
tians have so often inflicted upon 
them." 

I think what Justice has to say pro­
vokes serious consideration from any­
one who takes the Bible as God's 
Word and Jesus Christ as our Lord and 
Savior. 

Jack Clark Robinson 
Los Lunas, N.M. 

to missions through the Cooperative 
Program and support all of the mis­
sions offerings. 

It also was obvious to me in my 
visit that the congregation enjoys 
music and worship. Attendance has 
exceeded 137 and is expected to 
grow in the new facilities. 

The congregation also has pro­
vided ministries for a growing num­
ber of children. In addition to ex­
tended session, a layperson led the 
children's sermon for about 15 chil­
dren. The church enrolled 130 chil­
dren in vacation Bible School last 
year. 

Since entering the new facilities, 
five teenagers have professed their 
faith in Jesus Christ. All had been 
well counseled by the pastor. It is 
gratifying to see how the church has 
reached out to all people in the com­
munity. 

I thank God for the way He has 
led the pastor and people to build a 
strong ministering congregation that 
has a vision for the future. My 
prayers go with New Salem as the 
church ministers in Vine Grove 
through these new facilities. 
Bill Mackey is executive director of the 
Kentucky Baptist Convention 

STEWARDSHIP 

Four basic steps 
can benefit family 
financial planning 
By Don Spencer 

Family financial management 
simply is the 
family partici­
pating in a 
process of fi-

m 
nancial plan­
ning. This 
process can be 
summarized 
in four stages: 

I Setshort­
term and 

long-term goals. Goals might in­
clude: Reduce or eliminate credit 
card debt, establish an emergency 
fund, save for ,college, save for 
a house down payment or save 
enough to have adequate retire­
ment income: Since an entire fam­
ily is affected by financial plan­
ning decisions, the family should 
be involved in setting the goals. 
Remember that the goals you set 
will reflect family values. As you 
carry this over to the financial 
planning process, your finances 
also will reflect your family's val­
ues. 

I Assess your current financial 
status. Add up total assets and li­
abilities (debts). Your assets mi­
nus your liability equals your net 
worth. This need not be a compli­
cated process. The value of some 
items like a house or cars can be 
estimated. A family cannot plan 
appropriately for the future with­
out a realistic assessment of the 
current situation. Re-calculate 
your net worth each year to see if 
progress is being made. 

I Prepare a three-part family 
spending plan (budget). The steps 
include: Itemize anticipated in­
come from all sources; identify 
fixed expenses such as housing, 
utilities, insurance, taxes and debt 
payments; estimate flexible ex­
penses such as food, clothing, en­
tertainment and other things over 
which you can make choices re­
garding the -level of expenses. 

Keep the budget simple 
enough that it will be used. Re­
member, family members with no 
input in making a budget might 
tend to ignore it. 

Also make sure the spending 
plan reflects a Christian perspec­
tive. Include your tithe as a fixed 
expense. Other charitable contri­
butions might be listed as flexible 
expenses. 

I Implement the process. This 
approach to family finances will 
be only as effective as its imple­
mentation. Keep simple but ade­
quate records in order to monitor 
progress and stay on track. Finan­
cial goals, net worth and the fam­
ily spending plan should be re" 
evaluated each year and revised as 
needed. 

Don Spencer is a certified financial 
planner and directs the Kentucky Bap­
tist Convention's annuity department 
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Recounting life's memories can be On bunnies, home repair & an empty tomb 
productive project for senior adults During a recent vi;it to one of my favorite every-

. . . . thing-under-one-roof home improvement superstores, 
Q: A senior adult_ friend spends all t_he time g~mg o~e! the 1 noticed a large, colorful poster on the door that pro-
same past experiences and memories each time I v1s1t. 1 • ed .. ~u ill be Easte s da 11 t 
How should I respond? c aun ,, , "e w open r un Y, a.m. o 

It's normal and healthy for older people to reminisce about 6 ~.m. ,, , . . 
the past. Remembering times when they experienced ~at a shame, I tho~~t, 'tha_t buymg plumbmg 
successes, overcame problems, made su~plies, l~ber or a ceiling fan Is so urgent that a 
difficult choices or dealt with losses maJor retailer would encourage the weekend handy-

in your church or community. While most church folks 
take the annual Easter fashion parade for granted, some 
people might feel uncomfortable visiting church on 
Easter simply because they don't have nice clothes to 
wear. Providing something as simple as an in-style 
dress or sports coat might make a difference in their 
Easter experience. 
■ If you have young children or grandchildren, 

might remind them how resourceful and .• man to skip Easter Sunday_ worship services 
capable they are. Research has shown ~~~~~~;::;ll and ge! a jump on that latest 'hol!f:Y-do' list." 
that older people who reminisce are less - While we have grown con~tl~ned over 

STRAIGHT 
FROM THE 

consider hosting a Scripture egg search. 
Write down a few key Easter passages from 
the Gospels and place the verses inside plas­
tic eggs. Once the eggs have been hidden and 
found, have the kids open the eggs, read the 
verses and discuss with them the significance 
of the Easter story. 

withdrawn and apathetic than those who 1 the rears to the bla~t colllD;1ercialism of the 
don't. Reminiscing promotes emotional I 1 ~stmas season, It seems like the holy hol-
well-being and reduces isolation, Iday of Easter should be reserved for reflect-
loneliness and depression. liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii• ing on the sacrificial death and miraculous 

Many families are working to create resurrection of Jesus Christ- and the spiri-
and preserve "oral histories"-written or videotaped tual impact avai,lable to anyone who accepts 
recollections of the older generation. Looking up information the risen Lord as personal Savior. 
about "the old days" can help trigger memories. It also can Yet the Easter bunny, spring fashions, 
help the older generation convey a real sense of what the chocolate candy and dyed eggs often take 

EDITOR 

■ Deliver an Easter basket to someone 
you know in a nursing home or hospital. 
Take time to visit with the individual and 
pray for his or her specific needs before you 
leave. 

world was like when they were growing up. precedence as commercialism once again 
. The Yyeb ~s a st?rehouse O! first-pe~so~ historical scores an ~onomic victory. Trennis Henderson 
informat1_0~, inclu_ding some sites that 1~v1te y~u to add your Is it possible to recapture the wondrous 

■ Attend a community sunrise service or 
Easter pageant with your family or friends. 
Listen carefully to the words of each hymn 

and message, seeking to visualize the emotions asso­
ciated with the first Easter morning and the discovery 
of the empty tomb. 

?~n faf!)1ly s s~ones. There are sever~I interest1~g and_ usef~I joy of the first Easter celebration when the angel de-
living history sites. They range from The Rearv1ew Mirror, a clared "He is not here: for He is risen as He said." 
beau_tiful site with his_torical pho~?s and_ ne\;'s a~_icle~ from the Perllaps, but it will require more th~ just going 
archives of the ~etro1t News, to The Dirty 30s, a h1~h through the motions of one more Easter service-and 
school clas~ proJect t? ~oll~ct photos and d?cument first- then rushing to the home improvement store to pick 
person stones ~b_out hying in ?outh Dakota in the dustbowl out wallpaper or window blinds. 
d~ys. Oral and living history _sites ~ave be~n ~reate~ by_the How can we help make Easter 2001 a fresh cele-
L1brary of Congress, the Smithsonian lnst1tut1on, h1stoncal . , . ? 
societies and genealogical organizations as well as colleges, bration of Jes1;1s ~temal victory ov~ death· Here are 
elementary schools and churches. What a wonderful project a few su~geStto~s. . 
for a family -ministry emphasis.-Jon Rainbow ■ Invite a neighbor, co~worker or ot?er ac_quam-

•• tance to attend your church s Easter services with you. 
Q: What is hyper-parenting? As much as Southern Baptists talk about outreach and 

Webster defines "hyper" as "over; above; more than friendship evangelism, many Sunday school classes 
normal; excessive." Simply put, hyper-parenting is over- and church pews feature the same familiar faces week 
parenting. Hyper-parents become obsessed with and attempt after week. The Easter season offers an ideal opportu-
to microma~age ~very aspect of a c~ild's life---diet, _sc~ool, nity to_ strike up a conversation with an unchurched 
sp~rts, relat1onsh1ps: They ~re oyer-inv?lved. Psychiatrist friend and invite him or her to join you for worship. 
Alvin Rosenfeld and Journalist Nicole Wise describe the ■ Donate a nice set of clothing to a clothes closet 
phenomenon in their excellent book, "Hyper-Parenting: Are 
You Hurting Your Child by Trying Too Hard?" 

Hyper-parents have good motives. However, in the desire 
to see their children succeed, they overstep boundaries. 
When milestones become steppingstones, life becomes a 
restless race-an endless "to-do" list that leaves little time to 
enjoy activities or each other. Children ofte.n interpret hyper­
parenting as a pu_sh for perfection that leaves them feeling 
stressed and dissatisfied with themselves. Extreme cases 
produce resentment that affects the relationship between 
parent and child for years. 

Hyper-parenting shows itself most clearly in two areas: 
education and sports. In school, many parents begin pushing 
early for the education edge in the race to get a scholarship or 
to land a spot in the best school. In sports, parents often take 
the fun right out of the game with an overemphasis on skills, 
execution and winning. Society and the media fuel hyper­
parenting by proclaiming that participation in special • 
programs is not only beneficial but necessary if your child is 
going to be successful. 

Children should not be left alone to figure life out for 
themselves. However, many may need a little more room to 
be themselves. In a world of Tiger Woods, many parents 
forget that the average child is just that: average-good at 
some things; not so good at others; average at most.-David 
Garrard • 
Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, associate director of 
Cornerstone Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children; 
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist 
Church in Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical.gerontologist and 
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade 
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center 
in Louisville; and James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel 
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send questions for Family Forum to 
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us 
at wesrec@ntr.net. 

■ Invite a single adult from church, a widowed 
friend or someone with no family nearby to join you 
for Easter dinner. Spend some time around the table 
talking about what Christ's resurrection means in each 
of your lives today. 
■ Take time during the early morning or late 

evening to spend a few moments alonr reading the 
Easter story from Matthew 28 or one of the other 
Gospels. Thank God for the miracle of Easter and the 
gift of salvation. 

Enjoy your new spring outfit and milk chocolate 
bunny, but don't let the true meaning of Christ's glo­
rious resurrection go unnoticed. 

And remember: Surely that screen door repair can 
wait one more weekend. 

WESTERN RECORDER ■ APRIL 10, 2001 5 



EASTER ............ 
Churches use Seders to teach Christianity's Jewish roots 

"It certainly added 
meaning to the 

Easter season for 
the people of our 

congregation." 
Louie Bailey, worship 

minister at Crescent Hill 
Baptist Church in 

Louisville 

Continued from page 1 
bolizes the belief that the root of all life 
is bitter. 
■ The "charoset" is a blend of 

chopped apples, nuts, honey and cin­
namon mixed with a little wine. It rep­
resents the mortar the Israelites used 
to make bricks while they were slaves 
in Egypt. The sweetness of the mix­
ture represents the promise of future 
redemption. 
■ The lamb shank, or "zeroah," 

represents the original sacrifices made 
in the temple and the fact that sacrific­
es are no longer offered. 

al roots that the Christian faith has lost 
over the past 2,000 years," he said. 

He said the reenactment of Jesus' 
last Passover meal will take one and a 
half hours and will include the singing 
of excerpts from traditional Passover 
songs like Psalms 115-118. 

Worship minister Louie Bailey of 
Crescent Hill Baptist Church in Lou­
isville said his congregation conduct­
ed a model Seder last year under the 
supervision of a volunteer from the 
Jewish Community Federation of Lou­
isville. 

''It certainly added meaning to the 
Easter season for the people of our con­
gregation," he said. 

■ Four of the 
five cups of wine 
symbolize four 
blessings of God 
upon Israel: the 
cup of sanctification, 
the cup of the plagues 

HOLY RITUAL Church members follow the "haggadah," or book 
of Passover liturgy for a model Seder. Some Kentucky Baptists are 

using the Jewish service to study the roots of their faith. (Photo 
courtesy of the Louisville Jewish Federation) . 

Bailey said the church also com­
bined communion with the Seder meal 
to emphasize the connection between 
the two events. 

Rabinowitz said his hope for bring­
ing the Seder to Christian churches is 
to offer a reminder of their shared Jew­
ish heritage, 

(sent by God on the Egyptians in the 
Book of Exodus), the cup of redemp­
tion and the cup of praise. 
■ The fifth cup is the cup ofElijah, 

representing the wish for his presence 
at the Passover meal, and that cup is 
not drunk by anyone at the table. 

Rabinowitz also said the order of 
the Seder meal is dictated by the "hag­
gadah," a book of Passover liturgy that 
contains the order in which the meal is 
eaten, the ritual hand washings associ-

ated with the meal and Passover 
prayers and songs. 

Louisville' s Ridgewood Baptist 
Church interim pastor Norman Lytle, 
a former missionary to Israel for 30 
years, said he hopes the Seder will add 
a new meaning to the communion ta­
ble for his congregation. 

"We are celebrating a model Seder 
on Maundy Thursday, and we are at­
tempting to reconstruct the Last Sup-

Easter egg,dye company isn't all bunnies & chicks 
By Hilfary Wicai 
Religion News $~ntice 

at Easter time." 
The company's Easter Angl)ls,eug decorating 

< •...•••. ~it. released in 1997, was one Of !?AAS' best 
OGALA,Fla. (RN§),.r: ~right~ c9lored eggs ··•~~-1.l~tsi . . . " " 

have been}i stap!~,!9J'if!liny ti..milfes'. Easter • . ............ \)Hfior,evangelist and author 
tr.3dltk>ns amt cele9~ipMJ2r.9~cades, . _ . tl. ::t';.p.i~&l~ ~ue. of ~gg1 ar,~ 
<} 1 n the PAA;S'l!n~.'.~lijib:~~'j1one1 .families carj"I:ti(l(q§~m on· which ruts trying :tg1t,(!!;a po~iti'{e 

. choose at least ia 'dtf:f~re~fway~ to,design, Easter '. t')B!P~:;.aµs~o. hpst of the oa~ori~!l}':~rndlcated 
~ eggs, including spec@ed, sparkling glitter or ev~n, 'Yadtp. program "Real Answers" and)m associate 

tie~ctyed eggs. ;. • l!Ei'ill"AIII~~ =.,.,,..,...,.,.,,..,...,...., evangelistwlth the Billy 
But this year;;Ptv\Safso Graham organization, 

~ Is re.leasing a more :religious recently wn1te"tije book 
kit. !'Why Celebrate Easter." 

Aqcording to tf)e,, ... fo - The boOk'~ partly a 
company, the PAA,~.f~s\~r responseto ·an increase in 
Celebration ,Kit ''.y~p't[t~s m~,. Eastel .!Tlaft~Vng and 
true, spirit qfE~,sH3rlg(iC!Y.Qij J!l"'~~~il\ serm~gs·~y~il)Q~d Qeard • 
.tra,dltlonal f,mages;l;'.~f/l(f;[ll,./l;~:ii:,.. .~~Iii ?~e~l~tst~t§(jndays that 

During Marcha~~April, •• • .·· focused more on issues like 
grocery stores and' ,, , • EGGSlRA COLORFUL PAAS which has been the stock market than on the 

. I . , . 

supermarkets sell me>re than producing Easter · egg'oye tor 120 years, Easter message of the 
600 million eggs nationwide. introduced a special Easter Celebration Kit Resurrection. 
PAA$, which has been this ye~r that has m~r~ overtly religious "Unfortunately, even in 
producing Easter egg dye decorations. (RNS/publ,city photo) the church today, Easter Is 
for 120 years, estima.t~s its .. . not what it shOuld be," 
kits help families .decorate .~bout 180 million eggs • Rµsscf said. "In our desire to b~ .. ~ker-sensitive 
a year. ..... we've become seeker-driven, so we've watered 

"The ingredients of the special Easter <! down th.e message'of the cross ~9d the 
Celebration Kit ca1T1e,out;9Ja. brainstorming .. ••.• •• ~esutrection . ., . ,,. ,r . , 

session as to what'S tQe spirit of Easter and what, - " On' one tiand, he looks at religious-theme egg i 

does Easter meanto ypu?" said Pat Reddish, . 'kitS and pringes. ''Their motivation is obviously 
director of hum.an resources at Signature Brands. .• marketing and money," he said, noting some 

The kit includes angel cutouts, images to wrap Christians are adopting a purist attitude and 
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per of Jesus, which was the Passover 
meal," he said. "We often lose a lot of 
the dynamics and power of commun­
ion in the formal way we normally cel­
ebrate the Lord's Supper, and hopeful­
ly this will bring that back." 

Lytle said his interest in the Seder 
and Passover was sparked during his 
years as a missionary. 

"While my wife and I were in Isra­
el we rediscovered some of the spiritu-

''I want them to see that when they 
celebrate the Lord's Supper, this Pass­
over meal is exactly what Jesus was 
celebrating," he said. "It makes the 
Easter story come alive when you re­
alize that when Jesus took the cup and 
said, 'This is My blood,' He was tak­
ing part in the Passover Seder and put 
Himself into it." 

Kentucky Baptist 
?ELLOWSHiP 
Spring Gathering 

.April 27-28 
First Baptist Church 

Bowling Green • 

Dr. Sharyn Dowd 
Baylor University 

featuring 

Friday 

Tom Ogburn 
CBF Global Missions 

'Developing a Local Church Mission Strategy" I - 3 PM 

Early Bird Workshops 4:45 PM - 530 PM 

Dinner 530 PM Reservations required 

Evening Session 7 PM Missions Emphasis 
Commissioning of Summer Missionaries 

Message by Dr Sharyn Dowd 

Saturday 

Worship & Business 9 AM 

10:45AM & I 1:45AM Breakout Sessions: 

Biblical Evangelism 
Comparison of 1 963 and 2000 Baptist Faith & Message 

Oates Institute - Its Services & Resources 
CBF Insurance & Retirement 

Listening Session with Moderator & Coordinator 
Smith & Hel\/1/YS Resources 

CBF Young Leaders Breakout 

Reserve FREE childcare or make reservations for meal by calling 
the KBF office, 502-426- I 931, by Wednesday, 1'1pfll 18 



EASTER -
Booklet gives visitors something to read after Easter 
By Adelle Banks 
Religion News Service 

NASHVIl..LE (RNS}---This Eas­
ter, many churchgoers at one of the 
year's most attended worship servic­
es will not go home empty-handed. 

Across the country, churches are 
planning to distribute "He Did This 
Just For You;' a 64-page booklet, to 
worshippers on Easter Sunday in 
hopes that they will keep them or 
share them with others. 

The booklet is an extension of "He 
Chose the Nails," Lucado' s book pub­
lished last year by Word Publishing. 
Both are at the center of a massive 
campaign spearheaded by Christian 
book and music companies. 

Since it came out last August, "He 
Chose the Nails" has morphed into a 
variety of products with an evangelis­
tic edge- a recording, a teaching se­
ries, and a four-city tour that Lucado 
completed April 1. 

During the tour, he read excerpts 
from the book in between selections 
by contemporary Christian artists and 
a choir including members of his San 
Antonio church. 

An estimated 18,000 people at­
tended the tour in Dallas, Oklahoma 
City, Cincinnati and Memphis, Tenn. 
A similar production will air as a tele-

vision special Easter weekend. 
The author said the original book 

was designed to have readers look at 
the graphic elements leading up to 
Jesus' death. It dwells on the spit, the 
sponge and the spear, among other 
objects. 

"I wanted this to be kind of an ex­
planation of why Jesus died on the 
cross as seen through these different 
inanimate objects of 

decides to become a Christian can get 
involved in church life. 

"I felt like if a person came to a 
point of belief in Christ through that 
booklet that they would be asking, 
'Well, what do I do next?'" Lucado 
said. 

The book and booklet have the 
same cover, a photograph of a gift 
from a visitor to Lucado's Oak Hills 

Church of Christ. It is a 
the cross," Lucado __ , .. , . --v,> 
said. _' ' .;, ' I c· How are,you 

cross made of nails 
from a disassem­
bled Russian 
church and over­
laid with a ring of 

'\Yh_ile some • , _; : /;I prepalj!\gf<>r 
Chnst1ans focus • 1 . x ++> , • . . 
on their belief in EA&~£R? 
the ·resurrection of • •• •• ~ barbed wire resem­

bling a crown of thorns. Jesus, Lucado thought 
it was important to remember the cru­
cifixion. 

"I have found that people have -an 
easier time seeing a Jesus who rose 
from the dead than a Jesus who could 
forgive their mistakes," he said. "To 
see the empty tomb is to see the God 
of power. To see the crucifix on Fri­
day is to see mercy and grace." 

Lucado boiled down some of the 
concepts in the book for the smaller 
booklet, retaining stories such as that 
of a daughter who ran away from her 
father and how the dad always was 
ready for her to return home. It also 
includes advice on how someone who 

Organizers of the evangelistic cam­
paign hoped to sell 1 million of the 
booklets. By the end of March, at least 
1.4 million had been distributed. 
When all the projects are totaled, more 
than 2 million items have been pur­
chased including the book, booklet, 
video curriculum and church evange­
lism kits. 

On top of that, more than 24,000 
people have visited the campaign's 
Web site, www.hechosethenails.com. 

Here to Him Music, also in Nash­
ville, has shipped more than 90,000 
related tapes and CDs from its ware­
house. 

''I'm just real thankful," said Luca­
do, saying the campaign has exceeded 
expectations. "We sure didn' t set out 
to do all this." 

He did voice some qualms about the 
extent of the product line associated 
with the campaign. 

''I think we've done enough prod­
uct out there," he said. ''I think we' ve 
crossed a line." 

Profits from the sales of T-shirts and 
caps are going to ·a ministry that aids 
Russian orphans, Lucado said. Thus 
far, 30,000 T-shirts, denim shirts and 
golf shirts and more than 5,000 caps 
have been purchased. 

He said the booklets are being of­
fered basically at cost, at $1 or $2 each 
with discounts for large orders. The 
concert tickets were kept to about $10 
each because of a deal with the Chris­
tian relief organization World Vision, • 
which paid for half of the costs for rent­
ing facilities and paying the artists and 
technical crew. 

The booklet and some related prod­
ucts could turn out to be an Easter effort 
that outlasts the holiday. 

Susan Ligon, former vice president 
of Word Publishing and a consultant 
heading up the campaign said, "It's 
likely that it will be licensed in several 
languages, both the book and the book­
let, for campaigns abroad." 
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"To see the empty 
tomb is to see the 
God of power. To 
see the crucifix on 
Friday is to see 
mercy and grace." 
Max Lucado 

CHRISTIAN LIFE & 
WITNESS COURSE 

Revitalize your faith and share it with others 

"One of the greatest contributions we can make 
in any Crusade is through the Christian Life & 
Witness Course. No church member should 

The Greater Louisville Billy Graham Crusade invites you to attend the Christian Lile & Witness 
Course. Plan now to participate in this dynamic live-part course designed to help you live a lite 

that pleases God and to equip you to share your faith in Jesus Christ with others. 
In the Christian Lile & Witness Course you will learn how to: This course is: 

• Apply God's Word to your everyday life. • Free! 
• Share Christ - what to say and how to say it. • Conducted at locations throughout the city. 

miss the opportunity to take this . " BILLY GRAHAM 
• Answer the typical questions people ask about Christianity. 
• Quality to be a counselor at the Billy Graham Crusade. 

Attend one class per week. 
• Each session is ninety minutes in length. 
• Taught by Billy Graham personnel. 

Course Schedule & Locations • April 16 - May 19, 2001 
Mondays Tuesdays Wednesdays Thursdays Saturdays 

April 16, 23, JO, May 7, 14 April 17,.24, May 1, 8, 15 April 18, 25, May 2, 9, 16 April 19, 26, May 3, 10, 17 April 21, 28, May 5, 12, 19 
7:30 p.m. • 9:00 p.m. 7:30 p.m. • 9:00 p.m. 6:30 pm. • 8:30 p.m. 7:30 pm.· 9:00 pm. 10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

Louisville Louisville* New Albany, IN* Louisville* Louisville 
St. Paul Missionary Baptist Chun:h Southeast Christian Chun:h Graceland Baptist Chun:h Valley View Baptist Chun:h Calvin Presbyterian Chun:h 
728 East Lampton Street 920 Blankenbaker Partway 3600 Kamer Miller Road 8911 Third Street Road (co-hosted by St. Francis in 
(l-65 to Jackson Street. Right on Lampton. (l-64 to Blankenbaker Parkway. (/·265 to Charlestown Road exit. Tum Right. (Valley Station) the Fields Episcopal Chun:h) 
Church is on right.) Exit north. Church is on left.) Left at light, then right (l-265 to New Cut Road. Exit 2501 Rudy Lane 

(Begins at 7:00 p.m.) on Kamer Miller Road. Church is north. Turn left at Outer Loop, (1·264 to Brownsboro Road exit. 
Louisville 1/2 mile on right.) follow to end and tum left on Left on Rudy Lane.) 
Highview Baptist Chun:h Louisville (Begins at 6:30 p.m.) 3rd Street Road.) 
7711 Fegenbush Lane St. Stephen Baptist Chun:h (Begins al 7:00 p.m.) Louisville 
(/·265 to Beulah Church Road. 1008 South 15th Street *Student Epworth United Methodist Chun:h 
Exit north. Left on Fegenbush Lane. Church is (/-64 to Ninth Street exit. Right on Kentucky Emphasis Louisville 919 Palatka Road 
on right.) Street On comer of Kentucky and 15th.) Canaan Missionary Baptist Chun:h (/-265 to New Cut Road exit Go south, 

Class 2840 Hikes Lane follow to Palatka and tum left.) 
Louisville LaGrange These classes (/-264 to Bardstown Road. Exit 
Northeast Christian Chun:h Covenant United Methodist Chun:h b egin earlier as nored south. Left on Hikes Lane. Church 
9900 Old Brownsboro Road 909 West Jellerson Street to include a time of is on right) 
(/-265 to Crestwood/Brownsboro Road exit (/-71 North to Buckner- exit 17. 

praise & worship. 

I II GRFATERLOUISVILLE Tum toward Crestwood. Church is on right) Left onto Highway 146 for 4 miles. Church is Shepherdsville 
on right) 

Deaf & ft Little Flock Baptist Chun:h 
seuersburg, IN 5500 North Preston Highway 
Restoration Christian Chun:h Louisville Language (l-265 to Preston Highway South. 
11515 Highway 31 North Evangel World Prayer Center Classes Available Go 5 miles. Church is on left.) 
(/-65 North to exit 9. Veer right off exit. 5400 Minors Lane 
Go straight on 31 North for 5 miles. (/-65 to Okolona/Fairdale exit. 

for more information ,all 
Elizabethtown 

Churr:_h is on left.) Follow signs to Okolona. Left onto Minors Lane, Memorial United Methodist Chun:h 
then left on Dupin Drive.) the Crusade Offi<e al 631 North Miles Street 

(512) 412-0977 Ext. 240 (/·65 to Highway 62. Turn right. Right on 
French. Left on Miles Street.) 
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Are you brave enough ta test 
your Bible IQ with this quiz? 
1. Name five of the Ten Commandments 

2. Who delivered the Sermon on the Mount? 
a) Moses b) John the Baptist 
c) Jesus d) Elijah 

3. Who was buried in Joseph of Arimathea's tomb? 
a) Nicodemus b) Jesus 
c) Joseph of Arimathea d) Judas 

4. Who was the first king of Israel? 
a) Saul b) Samuel 
c) Solomon d) David 

5. Speaking from the burning bush, by what name did God 
• identify Himself? 

a) Jehovah 
c) I Am Who I Am 

6. Who walked on water? 
• a) Jesus and Peter 
c) Jesus and Paul 

b) El Shaddai 
d) Christ 

b) Jesus and John 
d) Jesus and Mary 

7. Who sentenced Jesus to death on the cross? 
a) Herod b) Pontius Pilate 
c) Paul d) The Pharisees 

8. The first four books of the New Testament are called 
a) Epistles b) Psalms 
c) Prophecies d) Gospels 

9. Who was the first murder victim? 
a) Noah b) Abel 
c) Adam d) Cain 

10. Whom did God command to sacrifice his only son? 
a) Moses b) Adam 
c) Jacob d) Abraham 

11. Whom did David memorialize with a love poem, reciting, 
"Greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was 
wonderful"? 

a) Bathsheba 
c) Absalom 

b) God 
d) Jonathan 

12. What was the first of the 1 O plagues in Egypt? 
a) Hail b) Locusts 
c) Famine d) Water turned into blood 

13. What swallowed Jonah, keeping him alive in its belly for 
three days? 

a) Satan 
c) A fish 

b) A whale 
d) A dragon 

14. Why did Moses hesitate to appear before Pharaoh and 
tell him to let God's people go? 

a) Cowardice b) Exhaustion 
c) A speech impediment d) Modesty 

15. Who walked with a limp after wrestling with God? 
a) Jacob b) Samson 
c) Gideon d) Isaiah 

16. God evicted Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden in 
order to protect something. What was it? 

a) The Forbidden Fruit b) The Tree of Knowledge 
c) The Tree of Life 

17. What is the root of all evils? 
a) Satan b) Money 
c) The love of money d) Lust 

18. Whom did God command to marry a prostitute ? 
a) Hosea b) Judah 
c) Lot d) Solomon 

19. Which two people did not die? 
a) Adam and Jesus b) Jesus and Elijah 
c) Enoch and Elijah d) Paul and Silas 

20. Who disowned Jesus three times? 
a) Judas b) Paul 
c) Joseph d) Peter 
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ISSUES 
Why is America's Bible literacy decl.ining? 
By Clayton Hardiman 
Muskegon Chronicle 

MUSKEGON, Mich. (RNS)-For 
comedians, there are subjects that are 
almost too easy-sure things that guar­
antee a laugh. For Jay Leno one late 
night, it was the Bible. 

Moving through the audience, Leno 
asked people what they knew about the 
Bible. "Name one of the Ten Com­
mandments," he said. 

"God helps those who help them­
selves?" someone ventured. 

''Name one of the apostles," Leno 
told them. No one could. 

Finally, he asked them to name the 
Beatles. The answer came ringing from 
throughout the crowd: ·George, Paul, 
John and Ringo. 

Of course, it was not the Bible that 
Leno was spoofing. It was society, 
which claims a grounding in Judeo­
Christian-principles and yet increasing­
ly is losing touch with the Scriptures 
of those faiths, according to a number 
of surveys and pastors. 

In one recent Gallup survey, only 
two of 10 people could identify the 
person who delivered the famous Ser­
mon on the Mount, said David Eiken­
berry, youth pastor at Orchard View 
Congregational Church in Muskegon, 
Mich. 

"Typically, they could name only 
three or four of the Ten Command­
ments," Eikenberry said. 

Willie Burrel, a teacher with West­
ern Michigan Bible Institute, also not­
ed a backslide in biblical literacy. 

He attributed some of the trend to 
people's schedules. 'The workload, the 
play load. People are spending less 
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time in the word of God." 
Eikenberry said he recently gave 

what he considered a simple Bible quiz 
to members at Orchard View Congre­
gational Church. The average score 
was just 40 percent. 

The truth, Eikenberry said, is that 
many Christians are struggling. Eiken° 
berry, who wrote a 100-page thesis on 
Bible literacy while working on a de­
gree at Cornerstone College in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., said people generally 
have some of the pieces of the puzzle _ 
but lack the framework in which those 
pieces fit. 

Eikenberry sent a simple survey of 
biblical literacy to a number of church­
es and youth pastors in West Michi­
gan. 

'The scores were just atrocious," he 
said. "I don't expect thos~ outside 
Christianity to know the Christian 
book. But I do think the people of the 
Book should be familiar with it." 

The Bible's impact on American 
culture is immense. It goes beyond val­
ues or faith. Without biblical referenc­
es, the very language might be unrec­
ognizable. 

Every day people liberally season 
their conversations with such phrases 
as "eye for an eye" and Good Samari­
tans. They talk about the lure of for­
bidden fruit. They refer to burdensome 
circumstances as their cross to bear. 
They balance priorities by robbing Pe­
ter to pay Paul. And mismatched op­
ponents are compared to David and 
Goliath. 

But people often use such phrases 
without a clue as to their origin. 

Educators even tell horror stories 
about intellectually advanced students 

who do not recognize literary referenc­
es to Jonah or the prodigal son. 

Why? 
In part, Eikenberry sees growing 

biblical illiteracy as a kind of reaction 
against educational methods of the 
past. There also has been a kind of ed­
ucational inertia, with parents passing 
more and more responsibility for their 
children's education to professional 
educators. 

Sunday school is not enough, 
Eikenberry said. 

"Would you send your kid to learn 
math or science for just an hour a week 
with no homework?" he asked. "And 
yet we think that by osmosis kids are 
going to learn the Bible." 

Biblical illiteracy also may be part 
of a general malaise in education. 

"It's a dumbed-down society," 
Eikenberry said. "Literacy in general 
has suffered." 

Whatever the reason, it seems clear 
that people are reading the Bible less. 
Occasional Bible readers declined from 
79 percent in the 1980s to 59 percent, 
according to a Gallup Poll in October. 
Only 16 percent of Christians polled 
said they read the Bible daily. Biblical 
scholars are trying to fight back. 

Eikenberry has established a cou­
ple of biblical literacy classes at 
Muskegon Community College. 

Burrel, who says that Bible study is 
a priority in his own church, has chal­
lenged all members of his church to 
read 10 chapters daily to "get deeper 
in the Word." • 

"Some of them were so happy I put 
that out there," Burrel said. "Some of 
our young people are doing it, some of 
our very young children." 

Can you afford $40,000* a year 
in long term care costs? 

Can your children? 
"Source: Business Week 8/1/96 

Call Carol James 
Long Term Care Insurance Expert 

Louisville: 245-3966 
Toll-free in Kentucky: (800) 227-1394 

Exclusively endorsed by the Annuity Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
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RESOURCES 
Singles ministries rededining their roles ior 21st century 
Continued from page 1 
ence the church hosted March 16-17. 

Approximately 75 women seated at 
candlelit tables listened to Christian re­
cording artist Margaret Becker, coun­
selor Cindy Sneed and speaker/author 
RoseAnne Coleman discuss topics 
such as self-esteem, forgiveness and 
contemplative living. 

"This is a new kind of singles event 
for Gen-X single women, and it is still 
finding its niche," said Voce coordina­
tor and Life Way event specialist Dav­
id Hassell, who added that some Voce 
events have drawn as many as 400 
women. 

Becker, Sneed and Coleman, all of 
whom are single, devoted most of the 
conference to Voce's mission state­
ment: "seeking to minister to a new 
generation of women, today's single 
women who want more understanding 
and depth in their spiritual relationship 
with God." 

Questions about dating and relation­
ships were addressed only when audi­
ence members raised them during a 
panel discussion. 

"Our culture tries to force us into a 
false and unattainable mold," Becker 
said when asked about single women's 
roles in the church. "Pray instead that 
the Lord will show you how He sees 
you." 

SINGLES RoseAnne Coleman, Cindy Sneed and Margaret Becker sing during a Voce 
conference. The conference is designed to focus on people's relationships with God, not 
their marital status. ''This is a time of transition for singles ministry," said Eric Fruge, 
singles minister at Calvary Baptist Church in Lexington. (Life Way photo by Sharon Harper) 

Alan Corry, single adult ministry 
specialist for Life Way Christian Re­
sources in Nashville, said the new atti­
tudes among younger singles have led 
singles ministers to move toward min­
istry-oriented programs rather than 
event-oriented programs. 

"I approach singles ministry this 
way: first and foremost, it is a minis­
try," Corry said. "Secondly, itis a min­
istry to adults. And finally, it is a min­
istry for adults who through life cir­
cumstances just happen to be single. 

''I'd like to see a change in the im­
age too often perpetuated by churches 
that a person is somehow inferior until 
he or she is married." 

Corry said this image no longer 
holds water as more and more people 
in our society find themselves single. 

"Singleness might be an atypical 
state in the church, but it is not an atyp­
ical state in our society," he said. 

"The latest census data we have 
shows that 48 percent of all American 
adults are single, and in some major 

metropolitan areas that number is esti­
mated to be as high as 60 percent," he 
said. "And while some of that is be­
cause our divorce rate is high, the ma­
jority of those singles are people 35 and 
under who have never married." 

Fruge said this is a major issue as 
singles in his church struggle to inte­
grate themselves into mainstream . 
church life. 

"Essentially, the church is a married 
world," he said. "While out in society 
people aren't separated by their mari­
tal status, in the church they are." 

He said older singles are more com­
fortable with the separation, but young­
er singles resent it 

Calvary Baptist is seeking to min­
ister to both groups without alienating 
either, Fruge said . 

''The older single adult ministry is 
still viable, but we can't have one great 
big singles group like we had in the 
past," he said. 

In order to reach all singles, Corry 
said, churches should involve them in 
leadership roles and spend more time 
building their faith than matchmaking. 
''If churches focus on getting singles 
involved in leadership, missions and 
giving of themselves, they will see sin­
gles getting involved rather than sitting 
on the sidelines in a holding pattern, 
. waiting to get married." 

"Singleness might 
be an atypical 
state in the 
church, but it is 
not an atypical 
state in our 
society." 
Alan Corry, single adult 
ministry specialist tor 
UteWay Christian 
Resources 
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NllflON 
Study finds parenting is top family concern 

anged muqh ifl,,10,years. Most ~f~ !Jllll~ (95 p 
arried .(94 percent)'and seminary· gradyat~s (6 
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By Mark Wingfield 
Texas Baptist Standard 

WACO, Texas (ABP)- The 
presence of children in a home cre­
ates the most common challenge 
facing families of all types, accord­
ing to the final summary of a nation­
al study of family life in religious 
congregations. 

Blended families, single-parent 
families and traditional nuclear fam­
ilies all share a common challenge 
in dealing with issues of parenting, 
according to the Families in Congre­
gations study by Diana Garland and 
Pam Yankeelov. 

Garland, chairman of the School 
of Social Work at Baylor Universi­
ty, and Yankeelov, a professor of 
social work at the University of Lou­
isville, completed the study with 
funding from the Lilly Endowment. 

They interviewed 1,977 people in 
32 U.S. congregations, including Na­
tional Baptists, Southern Baptists, 
Presbyterians and United Methodists. 

Meanwhile, the study also rebuts a 
common stereotype that single adults 
are mainly involved in congregations 
as a means of finding social interac­
tion. "Single adults participate in a 
congregation not because they are just 
looking for a social gathering with 
other singles but because they want to 
grow and commit themselves to a life 
offaith," Garland said in an interview. 

The national research project iden­
tified seven types of family structures 
commonly found in American con­
gregations-nuclear families, blend-

Campers on Mission at Cedarmore 
Spring is finally here at both 

Cedarmore and Jonathan Creek. 
To be sure, there have been signs 
of spring for a few weeks, but the 
real sign at Cedarmore is the 
sound of hammers and saws all 
over the campus-the sound of 
the hammers and saws of Camp­
ers on Mission. 

Each year about this time, this 

somewhat emotional as I thanked 
them as a group. 

Just a little over three years 
ago, we assumed responsibility 
for both Cedarmore and Jonathan 
Creek, and while we have a long 
way to go, we have come miles in 
these first three years. Without the' 
help of this group of Campers on 
Mission, we wouldn't be where 

wonderful group of 
Baptists from across the 
state gathers at our plac­
es to lend a helping 
hand as we work to get 
ready for the summer. 
Campers on Mission 
come in force and do 
everything from clean­
up, paint-up and fix-up 
to building. I first met 
this group a few years 
back, and I fell in love 

KENTUCKY 
BAPTIST 
ASSEMBLIES 

we are today. It's a fact! 
Their willingness and 
capacity to tackle many 
of the less-than-glamor­
ous projects has helped 
us more than many peo­
ple will ever realize. 

with these very active, Rusty Ellison 
mostly. senior adults. 

This year, finally, the 
group parked their RVs 
at Cedamore' s new Guy 
King RV Park. This 
park sits on the bank of 
the creek or river or old 
lake. Regardless of what 
you call the water, it's a 

These volunteers are strongly 
committed to serving in this r~le 
as they travel across Kentucky 
and beyond. 

When I arrived at Cedarmore 
last week, I was excited to see 
friends. I was excited about the 
work they were doing. I took the 
opportunity after their lunch to 
speak to them for a few minutes. 
(It really was just a few minutes.) 
I was somewhat emotional as I lis­
tened to their devotional before I 
got up t_o say my few words. I was 
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nice site, and it sure looked good 
to see the RVs lined up for the first 
time. 

So thank you, Campers on 
Mission. Please don't park your 
RVs anywhere too long without 
coming to Cedarmore. We appre­
ciate your mini8try. 

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken­
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37, 
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911 

ed families, single seniors, empty-nest 
couples, married seniors with grown 
children, single-parent families and 
married couples with no children. 

Given this array of family situa­
tions in most churches, "ministry with 
families in .congregations needs to be 
sensitive and responsive to the diver­
sity of families in which persons live 
and define themselves as family mem­
bers," Garland and Yankeelov assert. 

Across this broad spectrum, how­
ever, the challenge of child rearing is 
the most common link between fami­
ly types. 
. ''The fact that the greatest stressor 
in the lives of families is the presence 
of children and not the 'kind' of par­
ents- single or married or blending­
is really something," Garland noted. 
"Raising children is stressful, and par­
ents of all kinds need the support and 
involvement of a caring community." 

The research report adds: "It ap­
pears that the most significant chal­
lenge to the cohesion, companionship, 
ability to avoid conflict dominating 
the family's communication and 
adaptability of families is the presence 
of dependent children, whether the 
adults in the family are in a first mar­
riage, second or later marriage or sin­
gle. 

''Thus, attempts to strengthen con-

_gregational families can emphasize 
that different kinds of families are in­
deed more alike than different. The 
challenges they face are mon: likely 
to be related to the developmental 
needs of child and adult members in 
interaction with one another and less 
to the varying structures of adult rela­
tionships." 

The one significant exception to 
this finding is that blended families 
"tend to be less cohesive," Garland 
and Yankeelov note. "Trying to de­
velop the same level of cohesion and 
commitment of family members in 
step-relationships with one another 
may be unrealistic and self-defeating." 

The researchers also discovered 
that. most church-going families be­
lieve they give greatest expression to 
their faith through family experiences 
rather than through private devotions. 

This finding should have signifi­
cant impact on how congregations at­
tempt to minister to families, they add. 

"Most ministry activities of con­
gregations have involved persons as 
individuals, not as families," the re­
port says. ''These families seem to be 
saying that these activities are impor­
tant to them as families, but perhaps 
they are missing from their lives. The 
answer may be to emphasize more the 
ways families together can serve." 

notice of 

NCELLATIO 
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-Lawsuit: Navy discriminating 
against evangelical chaplains 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

WASHINGTON (BP)- A trio of 
lawsuits pending in federal court in 
Washington, D.C., plus a fourth in San 
Diego, alJege that the U.S. Navy has 
engaged in systematic discrimination 
against evangelical chaplains, includ-
ing Southern Baptists. . 

Five current or former chaplains 
endorsed by the Southern Baptist North 
American Mission Board are among 
17 plaintiffs in one of the suits, a class 
action filed a year ago. In all, 27 chap­
lains are involved in the four suits filed 
during the past 14 months. 

Attorney Art Schulcz, who repre­
sents parties in the three suits filed in 
Washington, said the Navy is failing 
to guarantee personnel free exercise of 
religion. 

For example, while 12 percent of 
Navy personnel are members of de­
nominations classified by the Navy as 
''Protestant Liturgical," encompassing 
Episcopal, Lutheran, Methodist and 
Presbyterian churches, they hold 35 
percent of chaplaincies, Schulcz said. 

In supporting documents filed in 
U.S. District Court, Schulcz included 
statistics for last year showing one 
chaplain for every 140 members in the 
Navy's "Protestant Liturgical" classi­
fication. 

But the report lists only one chap­
lain for every 494 members of the Na­
vy's "Non-liturgical" classification, 
encompassing such groups as South-

em Baptists, Pentecostals and Church 
of the Nazarene. 

''You'll see twice as many Baptist 
Navy personnel as liturgical (person­
nel), yet they don't have twice as many 
chaplains," Schulcz said. 

In a motion to dismiss the suits, the 
U.S. Justice Department replied the 
suits lack merit. The Justice Depart­
ment's brief argued that meeting the 
faith needs of Navy personnel entails 
more than simply mirroring the break­
down offaiths within the Navy. 

Responding to another complaint 
by evangelicals, the Justice Department 
said attempts to promote general Prot­
estant services on some Navy bases is 
an effort to maximize limited resourc­
es- such as availability of chaplains 
and worship space-in order to provide 
for ministry needs. 

The Southern Baptist chaplains and 
others in the class action suit, mean­
while, countered that they have been 
denied promotions, forced to retire ear­
ly or subjected to retaliation for filing 
complaints. 

The suit contends that in the late 
1980s the Navy began allocating chap­
lains by thirds-:-a third Catholic, a third 
"Protestant Liturgical" and a third 
"Non-liturgical" Christians and non­
Christians, such as Jews and Muslims. 

The lawsuit asks the court to de­
clare this and other policies unconsti­
tutional; prohibit the Navy from fur­
ther discrimination against non-litur­
gical chaplains; and eliminate reli­
gious quotas in promotions. 

Spring break youth revival 
By Robert Dunston 

Cumberland College sent eight 
ministry teams out during spring 
break. One team journeyed to 
Greenwood, S.C., to conduct a se­
ries of youth revival services. 

Team members included team 
leader Kevin Floyd, Alanna Allen, 
Megan Ballard, Larissa Davis, 

services and their lives in prayer, 
asking God to bless and use ev­
erything to His glory. 

The revival services began 
Wednesday evening with activi­
ties followed by a spaghetti sup­
per. Team members were over­
joyed by the number of youth who 
attended. 

God blessed the three-day re­
Anthony Evans, Marsha 
Marcum, John May, 
Daniel McKee and Matt 
McQueen. Most of the 
team members did not 
know each other well, 
and all noted that one of 
the blessings of the mis­
sion trip was developing 
new friendships. 

CUMBERLAND 
COLLEGE 

vival, and many young 
people came to know 
Christ as Savior and 
Lord. Team members 
experienced the joy of 
placing themselves at 
God's disposal to be 
used in accomplishing 
His work. 

After traveling on 
Saturday to their desti­
nation, the team mem­

I 

bers worshipped Sunday morning 
at Callie Self Memorial Baptist 
Church, their host church. That 
night they led the youth worship 
service. 

The youth revival did not be­
gin until Wednesday evening, so 
the team spent Monday and Tues­
day getting ready . Some of the 
preparation involved rehearsing 
skits and worship music. Team 
members also visited area church­
es and invited their youth to the 
services. Most of their preparation 
centered on prayer. Team mem­
bers bathed every aspect of the 

Every member of the 
team commented on the 
prayer times they expe­
rienced together. Never 

before had they experienced the 
presence of God in such a power­
ful way. Prayer enabled them to 
serve God. Evans said, "God used 
our gifts, our passions, each one 
of us to minister in His name." 

For these Cumberland College 
students, the joy of ministry and 
the power of prayer became real. 
Even as God used them to help 
change lives, He also changed 
their lives. 

Robert Dunston is chairman of the 
religion department at Cumberland 
College, 6000 College Station Dr., 
Williamsburg, KY 40769 
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step out For Kids! 
How far would you walk 
to help a child in need? 
Put feet to your support 
of Kentucky Baptist 
Homes for Children. 
Be part of our Step 
Out For Kids Walk 
in Glendale! 

April 28, 9 a.m., Eastern time 
Glen Dale Children's Home 

2125 Gilead Church Rd. Glendale 

Recruit a team from your church, business or 
civic organization! Proceeds benefit Christian 

education programs! 

For details and registration, call toll-free . 

- 1-800-456-1386 ··~ • ~KIiter. Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children 
www.kbhc.org 
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I Theology of 'Left Behi1Jd' generating strong opinions 

Verbal volley fired in video lawsuit 
Continued from page 1 

"They are not badly written," she 
said. "They are fast-paced. Essen-

HOLLYWOOD £eNS)-Things iJre heating up in .!fle tially, they are _not much different 
ngoing battle OV~[ ·film rightsfor,,he popular "Letr;~ehind" from Steven ~mg a~d oth~r fas~-

series. .. •. .. ." .. ·.• .. ··•·· d paced, fast-selhng fict10n. M1llenm-
:t~r LaLortcte/~~;of Cl<>ud T~6,iPictures . is~9~gl..fiV87 ali~?1 is fun. 
PressreleastJ1~.',iii.ngthe laws.u.· itfiled aga·'1nst.·.n.is .. '. com~' In our era, theolop has be_e~ 

.. · . ·,, c'·t . <· . t · • usurped by fantasy, by The Matnx 
ea~y l~st ~uly byboo~simes co-allthor T1m LaHaye IS · ., 

6 
and 'Star Wars.' The interesting thing 

despite hJS protestations to the co~trary ... about the money~_ ' is Christianity is coming through in 
nde spentY,~ fafl prepafirtg'.{or the Octob~t;Vi.deo ~. these books and retaking some of the 
"Left ~~ii}~; The.Mo~;;.;;;¥1hiq~ was s~va~~dby j turf." 
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With the ftp otC11Eistiatj;)laYPeople1 wh9 .. : . . I Buegler, pastor of the 2,4~-mem: 
·eel" SCltl~[(Jpgs. in theaters,.ttie movie opepep on t ber St. P~ul L~theran Church 10 West 

0 •···<• .. ;·d has· > ,-w ··· .· ha ~,.h 1··1.1.1 . ~ lake, Ohio, said one member donated 
, screensan oross""" more t. ~ '!!':!{Pl 9"·.. .. J the entire series to his church library. 

h_e;,.~~~;;; ,! .~.r,n~ • '::I He _read them all a!1d decided against 
18~ ~ ;~old •• , l lettmg the books crrculate. 

. ·. .·•.. . lldr~n'foooks ,~ "YOU can get hooked on these 
proauctshavespfd nearly,15 miliipn units-: characters," Buegler said, using the 

Ck in 1992 there were two "Left Behind!\novels language of addiction that is a hall-
d soJd-~m(ri~ SOO,OQO <iRI~isrTtl<ltY~r! ffiway~,. ,,,, • mark of "Left, Behi_nd" readers. ''Pt:r­
trthbr\Jetl"''iijhkins WhQ\ls!i;ni;>ta i i to°\tneJ,liwsuft ';I, sonally, I can t Watt to see what Will 

flm tigb!l1Namesa~e::t:tiferrairy~:t:u~glsvi!le4. ::,~ ~:Pr;!~ ~:a'f ~:e~~; ~~xt~!1~~ 
°!pany~n~h~reedtov,:gr:kwith.Cloug t~0• f haven't preached enough about the 
es lawsu~.cla1ms Names_akeand GloudJenbroke t end times in our own churches. We 
s promi$~ py'producinQ;ahJnferiO( ITJQ~i~,f~turiog j believe there is no second chance. 

~~f~~:i~,,~l~~i!o~ ,~lfiI,, flP ~i,;~jirBj~,,~::r@:Jf :~ef~r~~~t comes, it will be once 

de's pri•~~ease says:;;!js~spea.klrig o~-~~ @ I In othe; words, ~utherll!ls-as ~ell 
the disag@ement "i.s causlpg gr~t hami tq;}h~ • . . '! as Ro~an Cathohc_s, Epts~opahans 
-• - - "\oeid&iJ ... , l'!hrum'>n filrn,n.,,l,a,,. in •+h...:ihinh- f and Uruted Methochsts-think Jesus 

will return, judge everyone immedi­
ately and reign forever. Leaders in 
these denominations argue that the 
notion of disbelievers left behind for 
seven years is wrong, a misreading of 

The Oneida Players cordially invite you to their 
twentieth anniversary production of .. 

Arsenic and Old Lace 

Written by Joseph Kess.elririg 
Directed by Debbie Winters 

April 19, 20, 21 at 7:00 P.M. 

Admission is FREE 

On April 21 the cast and crew of our 1981 Arsenic and Old 
lace production will be in attendance. OBI alumni and 
friends are invited to be our dinner guests at 5:45 P.M. on 
April 21. 

Questions? Call 606-847-4111. 

Dr. W F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist Institute, 
P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972 www.oneidaschool.org 
e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org 
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. the Book of Revelation, a difficult, 
symbolic text. 

The cultural significance of Reve­
lation is hard to exaggerate, scholars 
say. Twenty-five percent of Ameri­
cans tell pollsters the world will end 
within their lifetimes. Forty percent 
expect it to end with the battle of Ar­
mageddon, the epic last contest be­
tween good and evil that Revelation 
describes. 

Phil Giessler, a panelist and Bible 
scholar, said juicy treatments of the end 
of the world are nothing new. Hal Lind­
sey's "The Late, Great Planet Earth" 
electrified readers in 1970. It shot to 
the top of the best-seller lists by inter­
preting the establishment of Israel, war 

in the Middle East and an increase in 
natural disasters as biblical signs that 
Jesus' return was imminent. 

The difference, Tickle said, is Lind­
sey's book was nonfiction, while "Left 
Behind" fans are gobbling up a more 
visceral experience, a fictionalized 
Christian thriller. 

Balow said about two-thirds of 
"Left Behind" readers are female, 
about the same proportion as custom­
ers at Christian bookstores. About 40 
percent are Baptist; 5 percent are Cath­
olic. Evangelicals are big fans. Age 
seems almost irrelevant, with 9- to 100-
year-olds signing up for e-mail updates 
on the series' Web site. It receives 
about 60,000 visitors each day. 

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC. 
"Raised Roof" Vans in Stock (No CDL) 

♦ Center Aisle 
♦ Low First Step 
♦ 2/1 Seating 
♦ Bucket Seats 
♦ More Headroom 
♦ 15-passengers 

$ 2001 Models: $36,900 (New) (800) 3';'10-6180 
: 2000 Models: $35,000 (New) I 
~ 

rf www.carpenterbus.com 

Clear Creek is the family place 
Ask the Michael Medlock fam­

ily if Clear Creek is a good place 
for a family. After courting for a 
year, Michael married Charity 
McFall in May 1983. They now 
have six children: Annah, 15, 
Seth, 13, Rachel, 10, Jessica, 8, 
Stephen, 7, and John, 5. 

They wanted home birth expe­
riences and found a good physi­

center and the home school group. 
I enjoy the minister's wife classes 
with friendly and supportive 
teachers." 

Michael was born in Cincinnati 
but lived in Barbourville after age 
13. A friend at work led him to 
Christ. "I was working on an oil 
rig off the coast of Texas in 1981. 
I felt drawn to a man on the rig 

. because he seemed to cian supportive of their 
desires. 

Michael recounts 
some of the exciting ad­
venture, "We testify that 
'The Lord is our deliv­
erer' because with the 
birth of Jessie and 
Stephen we were almost 
alone. Stephen arrived 
in the front ,seat of the 
car a short distance from 
the midwife ' s home." 

CLEAR CREEK 
CHRONICLE 

I have something I need­
ed and wanted. He be­
gan to share the gospel 
with me, and as the 
week progressed he led 
me into a persoi:ial rela­
tionship with Christ." 

What about life at 
Clear Creek? "The Bill Whittaker 
maintenance crew pre-

Michael acknowl­
edges that the encounter 
influences his ministry 
methodology. "I've re­
alized considerable fruit 
in a ministry to people 
with a one-to-one ap­
proach. People are so 

pared the basement with two bed­
rooms. We are very content with 
a cozy five-bedroom cottage on 
Bear Trail. We never have a dull 
moment! The children love it 
here, with room to roam around 
and lots of friends . I came to more 
fully prepare myself to serve God, 
and I am blessed with godly pro­
fessors and the Bible curriculum," 
Michael said. 

• "It is challenging," Charity 
commented. "I like the family life 

busy that it is hard to connect with 
them, unless we have developed 
some personal rapport." 

He ministers at Barbourville 
Advent Christian Church and also 
preaches once a month at Bar­
bourville Community Church. 

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear 
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine­
ville, KY 40977 
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A Pastor in Every Pew: Equipping La­
ity for Pastoral Care. Leroy Howe. 
Judson Press, 2000. 179 pages. $15. 
♦♦♦♦♦ ( out of five) 

The earliest image of the Christian 
pastor is as shepherd: caring, loving, 
protective and dedicated to the flock. 
Most pastors still want to claim that 
image. • 

In reality, the role of shepherd must 
compete with many others, including 
the pastor as preacher, administrator, 
politician and counselor. 

For the most part, the 
pastor is shepherd in times 
of crisis. After the crisis time 
with one person, such as a 
loved one's death, the pas­
tor moves on to another cri­
sis situation, leaving the ear­
lier crisis family or individ­
ual without a sense of still 
being shepherded. It is this 
situation which Howe's 
book seeks to remedy. 

Howe's basic approach is that each 
Christian is called to the work of pas­
toral care. In fact, he believes most 
Christians want to help others in Jesus' 
name. But while not every Christian 
will respond to the call, enough should 
respond in order for there to be a "pas­
tor in every pew." This book first lays 
out the need for a pastor in every pew, 
then explores the basics of shepherd­
ing, all from the viewpoint of the laity. 
Howe also discusses two unique con­
tributions of Christian shepherding: the 
use of prayer and Scripture. Included 
at the end of the book is-a ''training· 
manual" for teaching and discussion of 
the book in a group setting. 

Howe's book is a great resource for 
the church. He writes with clarity and 
confidence about the needed role of 
laity in pastoral care. The book should 
encourage pastors to include laity in the 
ministry of pastoral care while it also 
provides a needed tool to start the pro­
cess. Wayne Hager 

Your God is Too Safe: Rediscovering 
the Wonder of a God You Can't Con­
trol. Mark Buchanan. Multnomah Pub­
lishers, 2001. 258 pages. $12.99. 
♦♦♦♦ 

Mark Buchanan states that between 
the borders of Uganda and Kenya is a 
strip ofno-man's land, 100 yards wide 
by 300 yards long. Neither country 
claims it nor defends it. 

It separates two countries that main­
tain a long-standing blood feud. The 

land is known as Border­
land. It is teeming with a 
strange carnival of peddlers, 
hawkers, beggars, the way­
ward and the waylaid. 

"Why would anyone 
choose to dwell there?" 
Buchanan asks. "Because, 
actually, it's safe. It's famil­
iar .... Life there requires no 
discipline, but falls into neat 
routine . ... It is chaotic, but 

predictable. Borderland might be dan­
gerous, but even more, it's safe." 

Borderland is Buchanan's metaphor 
for the place where many of us who 
claim to be Christian have gotten stuck. 
Like willing refugees, we have fled the 
confines of slavery and oppression, but 
we have stopped short of entering the 
promised land, because we do not trust 
the God who calls us to this new place, 
with its risk and uncertainty. 

Using familiar biblical stories and 
characters, Buchanan dedicates the first 
half of the book to explaining the con-. 
cept of Borderland spirituality. He 
challenges us to get in touch with a God 
who is not safe and who will not be 
domesticated; a God who wants more 
than our obedience"; a God who can 
be known only by engaging the suffer- • 
ing in the world, not avoiding it. 

The book's second half points be­
yond diagnosis, to developing holy 
habits that help us rise from Border­
land and move to Promiseland. Jim 
Holladay , 

Celtic Benediction: Morning and 
Night Prayer. Philip Newell. Wm. 8. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2000. 83 
pages. $16. ♦♦♦♦♦ 

This beautiful little book is slim in 
size, but it is stuffed to overflowing 
with thought-provoking content. 

Philip Newell offers a week's 
worth of twice-daily devotions that 
contain every element of classic de­
votional practice: silent meditation, 
prayer and "lectio divina," or holy, 
contemplative reading. 

Throughout the pages, 
too, are reproductions of 
Celtic art from the Lindis­
farne Gospels. This hand­
written and hand-illustrated 
reproduction of the Gospels 
was produced in the 7th 
century on the island of 
Lindisfarne, off the 
Northumbrian Coast in 
northern England. 

The images, like the words of the 
prayers, reflect the tenets of Celtic 
Christianity: That our deepest essence 
of being is that we carry within us the 
image of God, the mystery of God and 
the interconnectedness of all humans 
who bear within themselves God's 
image no matter how flawed that im­
age maybe. 

Best of all, however, are Newell's 
prayers. Newell, who spent seven 
years as leader of the well-known Iona 
community in Ireland, sums up the 
whole of Celtic Christian doctrine into 
a few sentences of staggering beauty 
and depth. 

The prayers stay with you through­
out the day; gentle enough to bring a 
smile to your face, yet powerful in 
their challenges to fully live one's life 
as a child of God. 

"Celtic Benediction" is something 
every Christian interested in deepen­
ing his or her own spiritual practice 
should experience in all its many-fac­
eted layers. Victoria Moon 

The Prayer of Jabez: Breaking 
Through to the Blessed Life. Bruce 
Wilkinson. Multnomah Publishers, 
.2000. 93 pages. $9.99 ♦ 

Bruce Wilkinson believes he has 
discovered the secret to the abundant 
Christian life: the prayer of Jabez. 
Tucked away in 1 Chronicle, chapter 
4's meticulous accounting for the lin­
eage of King David is a reference to 
Jabez. 

Wilkinson notes that in this long 
genealogical survey, only 
Jabez is singled out for his 
prayer and God's affirma­
tion. He reasons that there 
must be some significance 
to that. "'What exactly did 
Jabez do to rise above the 
rest? Why did God answer 
his prayer?' I wondered. For 
that matter, why did God 
even include Jabez's mini­
profile in the Bible?" 

From these questions Wilkinson 
began a lifetime of praying Jabez's 
prayer and discovered that this prayer, 
other than his prayer for salvation, has 
"revolutionized (his) life and ministry 
the most." The book serves as his tes­
timony about the power of this prayer 
discipline in his life. He invites us to 
join him in this discipline and all but 
guarantees us that God so wants us to 
pray this prayer, that failure to do so 
will result in our missing out on all the 
blessings God has for us. 

While I would not discount the 
power of this discipline in Wilkinson's 
life, I find his hyperbolic claims about 
this prayer a bit much. It seems that if 
the content of this prayer were so im­
portant to God, then when the disci­
ples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, 
he would have referred them to Jabez. 
I would rather devote my life to incor­
porating the prayer of Jesus into the 
warp and woof of my life than an ob­
scure prayer in a lengthy geneology. 
Jim Holladay 

By Wayne Hager, pastor 
of Calvary Baptist 
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.; 
Jim Holladay, pastor of 
Lyndon Baptist Church 
in Louisville; and Victoria 
Moon, librarian for Deer 
Park Baptist Church in 
Louisville. They welcome 
feedback or suggestions 
for book reviews. 
Contact them via e-mail 
at: jwhager@surry.net, 
docholladay@juno.com 
or victoria.moon 
@kybaptist.org 

Authors use athletes' stories to show students the 'Heart of a Champion' 
By Ken Walker 
State Correspondent 

NASHVILLE (BP)-When Cleveland 
Browns lineman Tony Jones checked into a 
local hospital for routine elbow surgery, he 
never expected to face death. 

But an allergic reaction to anesthesia 
triggered a massive heart attack. Suddenly 
his monitor flat-lined. 

With an injection into his heart, doctors 
brought him back to life. When he had 
recovered enough to speak, Jones, now 
with the Denver Broncos, talked about his 
frightening brush with death. 

When his heart stopped, he faced total 
blackness. He said he realized that if he 
died he was definitely headed for hell. The 
experience turned his life around. 

"I sat there and thought, 'God ... I don't 
care if I ever play football again,"' Jones 
recalled. "'I don't care what happens to me. 
I just want to be able to see my son being 
born."' 

God answered that prayer, Jones said, 
and restored his health and his football 
career. 

Jones is just one of 100 athletes whose 
stories appear in "Heart of a Champion: 
Profiles in Character." 

Authors Steve Riach and John 
Humphries say they hope the book is the 
first in a series aimed at promoting the 
teaching of positive values in America's 
public schools. 

Their Dallas-based Heart of a Champion 
Foundation is preparing curriculum for 
students in grades three through 12 that 
will relate principles from the 
book. Among them are 
commitment, leadership, 
teamwork, discipline and 
overcoming adversity. 

The foundation's character 
education materials will be 
introduced in Dallas-area 
schools this fall, then move to 
national distribution. 

"We really take the call to be 
salt and light very seriously," said Riach, 
executive producer of Vision Quest 
Communications, a sports media firm. 
"We do that predominantly in mainstreaIT) 
areas, which is why our emphasis has 
been on the ESPNs of the world." 

The book will benefit from the 
participation of network commentator 
Clark Kellogg, lead basketball analyst for 
CBS. The former Ohio State star wrote 
commentaries for each of the 12 chapters. 

While 98 percent of the athletes profiled 
are Christians, the book differs from 
testimony-style collections that relate 
individuals' conversion experiences. 

Much of what makes a person a 
champion is how he or she lives outside 
the spotlight, Humphries said. 

So their goal was to share more 
behind-the-scenes stories that 
often escape notice amid the 

i l glamour of competition. 
"Those are the stories that 

need to be told because those 
are the stories that I believe 
makes their faith real," Riach 
said. 

"Many people can't relate to a 
guy who makes $25 million a 
year or a guy who wins an 

Olympic medal," he said. "But they can 
relate to somebody who has to walk 
through adversity, failure and tragedy." 

The authors, whose company has 
• produced programming for the National 

Football League and ESPN, said they hope 
"Heart of a Champion" appeals to church 
members and unbelievers alike. 

Christians can draw encouragement 
and hope from reading about high-profile 
people who have overcome various 

obstacles, Riach said, while non-Christians 
can learn about the reality of Christ and 
God's work in the lives of ordinary people 
who have been given extraordinary 
platforms. -

While centered on character-building 
principles, the book doesn't overlook faith. 
For example, among Humphries' favorite 
stories is one about James Naismith, the 
inventor of basketball. 

"There's a whole spiritual element in 
how he was thinking of a new game, how 
he chose basketball and why he did it," 
Humphries said. "In the early years, the 
main training for basketball coaches was 
done by Naismith, in the context of the 
YMCA and the whole spiritual component. 
You never hear about that now." 

The book also can be an evangelistic 
tool by opening people's eyes to the truth, 
Riach said. 

Evangelism isn't limited to describing 
steps toward becoming a Christian, he 
added. "Obviously they have to trust Christ 
as their Savior. But there are many ways 
the Holy Spirit can illuminate that to people. 

"By reading the stories of these 
(athletes) and seeing how faith has been ·an 
integral part of their lives, I think the Holy 
Spirit can use that to open people's eyes." 
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PRAYER 
PARTNERS 

Please pray for these 
people and projects, 

which are part of 
Kentucky Baptists' 

partnership with Baptists 
in Poland, Tanzania, 

Europe and New 
England: 

■ Ministries of Greater 
Boston Baptist 

Association at this year's 
105th running of the 
Boston Marathon on 

April 16. 

■ David Jackson, 
church planter strategist 

for Greater Boston 
Baptist Association, as 

he begins a new ministry 
this month as church 

planting consultant for 
the Baptist Conl(ention 
of Maryland/Delaware. · 

This is a position 
previously held by 
Jackson's father. 

■ Rick Lally, a native 
Bostonian who is 

beginning a Bible study 
in Brighton, Mass. He 

and his wife, Vivianna, 
are committed to 

reaching their 
neighborhood with the 

gospel. 

■ Thank God for the 
open door to teach 

literacy among the Digo 
people group in 

Tanzania. 

■ The Zaramo people 
group in Tanzania, as 
missionaries work to 
help them experience 
God's power through 

Jesus, not in witch 
doctors. 

PEOPLE 
BiPl!!!IIR:MrMiiilllli.1EI 

Mountains to the Mississippi 
Crossmen Quartet April 21 at 7 p.m. 
Danny Pace will be the evangelist. For 
information, call (270) 932-4495. 

Compiled by Shirley Wooton 

■ CADIZ- East Cadiz Church will 
host revival services April 22-25 at 
6:30 p.m. Bill Whittaker, president of 
Clear Creek Baptist Bible College, will 
be the evangelist. Jeff Christmas will 
be the music director. For information, 
call (270) 522-7522. Robert Burnett 
is pastor. 
■ CALHOUN- Buck Creek Church 
will host Cheri Taylor in concert April 
27 at 7 p.m. Taylor also will lead a 
women's conference April 28 at 10 
a.m. For information, call (270) 733-
4056. Jeff French is pastor. 
■ CRESCENT SPRINGS-Crescent 
Springs Church honored Wayne Do­
zier for his 10 years as pastor. 
■ ELIZABETHTOWN- Severns 
Valley Church will host revival servic­
es April 22-25. The evangelists will be 
Rick Howerton, Life Way Christian 
Resources; Kevin Cosby, St. Stephens 
Church; Travis Collins, Mt. Washing­
ton Church; Rob Turner, APEX Min-

istries. For information, call (270) 765-
7822. Billy Compton is pastor. 
■ ERLANGER- Anchor Church will 
host The Sound in concert April 22 at 
6:30 p.m. For information, call (859) 
727-6400. Darryl Crenshaw is pas­
tor. 
■ GAMALIEL-Gamaliel and 
Tompkinsville church choirs will 
present "Cornerstone" April 15 at 7 
p.m. at Gamaliel Church. For informa­
tion, call (270) 487-6538. 
■ GLASGOW- Immanuel Church 
called Tony Cecil as pastor. Cecil pre­
viously served as minister of youth at 
Central Church in Winchester. 

Isaac McDonald has completed his 
interim pastorate of Immanuel Church 
and is available for pulpit supply, in­
terims and revivals. For information, 
call (270) 737-7731. 
■ GREENSBURG-Greensburg 
Church will host revival services April 
21-25, beginningwithaconcertbyThe 

■ HOPKINSVILLE-New Work 
Fellowship's women's ministry will 
host a conference April 27 at 7 p.m. 
and April 28 at 9 a.m. Susan Hunt will 
speak on "Women Nurturing Women." 
For information, call (270) 889-0773. 
■ JEFFERSONTOWN-Harry 
Sherrer resigned as pastor of Hope­
well Church to accept a call to a church 
in Maryville, Tenn. 
■ LOUISVILLE- Beechmont 
Church will host an Easter egg hunt 
April 14 at 1 p.m. for preschool-5th 
graders. James Ward is pastor. 

Gethsemane Church will host reviv­
al services April 22-25. Rolfe Dorsey 
will be the evangelist. Robert Wright 
is pastor. 

Long Run Association presented 
the Clarence Jordan Award to Wayne 
Dehoney, former pastor of Wal nut 
Street Church, at a dinner at Audubon 
Church. Dehoney was recognized for 
his work for needy people. 

New Beginning Church will cele­
brate its fifth anniversary and honor 

Pastor Michael Baker for five years 
of service April 22. For information, 
call (502) 367-0680. 

Ormsby Heights Church will host 
Lois Jane in concert April 22 at 6:30 
p.m. Rick Bowden is pastor. 
■ MORNING VIEW-Piner Church 
called Dan Ison as associate pastor. 
Richard Collins is pastor. 
■ MT. VERNON- Roundstone 
Church will host revival services April 
21-25 at 7 p.m. Ronnie Pennington 
will be the evangelist. Arnold Pingle­
ton is pastor. 
■ ONEIDA- Oneida Institute will 
present "Arsenic and Old Lace" April 
19-21 at 7 p.m. Dinner will be served 
at 5 :45 p.m. For information, call ( 606) 
847-4111. 
■ VERSAILLES-Versailles Church 
and Versailles Methodist Church 
choirs will present the musical "Expe­
riencing God" April 22 at 7 p.m. at 
Versailles Church. 
■ WHITLEY CITY-Flat Rock 
Church will host revival services April 
22-27. Bill Jividen, a pastor from 
Cheyenne, Wyo., will be the evange­
list. Larry Burton is pastor. 

Southern Baptist archives opens historic collection to researchers 
NASHVILLE (BP)- The South­

ern Baptist Historical Library and Ar­
chives has opened the Clifton J. Allen 
Papers to researchers. The materials 
offer a firsthand look at the former 
Baptist Sunday School Board and the 
Southern Baptist Convention during 
some of their most crucial years. 

From 1945 to his retirement in 
1968, Allen served as the editorial sec­
retary of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board (now LifeWay Christian Re­
sources). After retiring, he served as 
general editor of the Broadman Bible 
Commentary. He also was SBC re-

AVAILABLE: Minister Larry 
Moore, 59, experienced, is available for 
supply work, interim pastor or possi­
ble pastor positions. Call (859) 278-
3524, or write 226 Westwood Court, 
Lexington, KY 40603. Resume on re­
quest. 

FOR SALE: 1989 low-mileage, 
15-passenger van. Send bid to Buena 
Vista Baptist Church, 119 W 24th St., 
Owensboro, KY 42303. 

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
condo available for vacation rental, 
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, tennis 
courts, bikes, canoe, kayak, screened 
porch, lovely secluded beach. Weekly 
rates May through mid-December: 
$695. Call Pat Owen, (502) 895-8752. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
niusic with emphasis on children and 
youth. Some experience in choir di­
rection and worship planning a plus. 
Working knowledge of youth minis­
try very helpful. Hours and salary ne­
gotiable. Contact or send resume to: 
Reid Village Baptist Church, PO Box 
157, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353, Attn: 
Gary Conner. (859) 498-4550 or 585-
1382. 

SEEKING: Liberty Missionary 
Baptist Church, Ashland, Ky., is 
prayerfully seeking a part-time minis­
ter of youth (paid position). If interest­
ed, please send a resume to: Personnel 
Committee, Liberty Missionary Bap­
tist Church, 12835 Copley Road, Ash­
land, KY 41102. 

cording secretary from 1965-76. He 
died in 1986. 

"The Allen Papers document the 
life and work of Southern Baptists in 
the 20th century better than any other 
manuscript collection in the archives," 
said Bill Sumners, director and archi­
vist for the Southern Baptist Histori­
cal Library and Archives. "His files 
touch every major issue that faced 
Southern Baptists for over 40 years of 
the 20th century- including race re­
lations, peace and war, temperance, 
social unrest, biblical authority, and 
work and ministry of the Sunday 

School Board." 
The collection contains informa­

tion on board publications such as the 
"Message of Genesis" by Ralph El­
liott and the Broadman Bible Com­
mentary controversy. His papers not 
only document the work of the board, 
but record the organizational structure 
of the SBC through the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Allen also was actively involved in 
the work of the Baptist World Alli­
ance, the Crusade for Christian Mo­
rality and the International Coun­
cil of Religious Education. A gradu-

CLASSIFIED ADS 
SEEKING: Kentucky Baptist 

Convention has an immediate opening 
for a senior accountant. This position 
has primary responsibility for payroll, 
general ledger, fixed assests and rec­
onciliations. Should possess strong an­
alytical and problem-solving skills, 
good communication, high energy, 
self-starter, the ability to work both in­
dependently and as a team player, pri­
oritize multiple projects to meet dead­
lines. Strong computer skills, with 
knowledge of spreadsheets and word 
processing software. Degree in ac­
counting and 3-5 years experience re­
quired. Great environment, attractive 
pay and benefits. Mail resume to: Ad­
ministrative Services Department, PO 
Box 43433, Louisville, KY 40253-
0433 or e-mail to senioraccountant 
job@kybaptist.org. 

SEEKING: Full-time minister of 
youth and education. Seminary pre­
ferred. Send resume to: Elkton Baptist 
Church, PO Box 547, Elkton, KY 
42220, Attn: Staff Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister to 
children. Please send resume to: Val­
ley Station Baptist Church, 5415 Val­
ley Station Road, Louisville, KY 
40272. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for 
East Hickman Baptist Church, an his­
toric, rural church located four miles 
from Lexington, Ky. Send resume to: 
Pastor Search Committee, 2125 Aza­
lea Dr., Lexington:KY 40504. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. We are looking for a blended 
approach of traditional and contempo­
rary music. Please forward resumes to: 
Gano Avenue Baptist Church, 519 
Gano Ave., Georgetown, KY 40324, 
Attn: Music Search Committee. 

SEEKING: Naperville Baptist 
Church, a growing congregation in the 
western suburbs of Chicago, seeks a 
minister of education to provide lead­
ership for the total discipleship minis­
try. Strong management skills, passion 
for training, willingness to work with 
a strong staff team are required. Send 
resumes to: Naperville Baptist Church, 
29W771 79th St., Naperville, IL 
60564; fax to (630) 420-7296; e-mail 
to Rick@napervillebaptistchurch.org. 

SEEKING: Part-time youth min­
ister for growing, Spirit-led congrega­
tion. Send resume to: McHenry Bap­
tist Church, PO Box 154, McHenry, 
KY42354. 

SEEKING: Receptionist/secretary 
to minister of music and worship arts 

. and director of hospitality and special 
events at St. Matthews Baptist Church 
in Louisville. Computer and phone 
skills needed. For more information, 
please call Dr. David Stancil, (502) 
896-8882. 

SEEKING: Minister of youth for 
young, exciting, growing church. Send 
resume to: Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
PO Box 910, Stanton, KY 40380, Attn: 
Search Committee. 

ate of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, he was pastor of churches 
in Kentucky and North Carolina be­
fore going to the Sunday School 
Board in 1937 as associate editorial 
secretary. 

The Clifton J. Allen Papers are 
open and available to all researchers 
at the Southern Baptist Historical Li­
brary and Archives, located in the 
Southern Baptist Convention Building 
in Nashville. The Southern Baptist 
Historical Library and Archives is a 
research center open to anyone for the 
study of Baptist history and life. 

SEEKING: Part-time minister of 
music. Primary responsibilities include 
sharing in worship planning and lead­
ership; conducting adult and children's 
choirs. Send resume to Chevy Chase 
Baptist Church, PO Box 22113, Lex­
ington, KY 40522-2113. 

SEEKING: We are seeking a full­
time minister with the primary respon­
sibility of leading our church in music 
and worship. If interested, please send 
resume to: Music Committee, Hall 
Street Baptist Church, 1102 Hall St., 
Owensboro, KY 42303. 

SEEKING: Administrative assis­
tant to perform full range of secretarial 
and administrative functions for the 
Kentucky Baptist Fellowship. Experi­
ence in Word and Excel needed. Con­
tact John Lepper, (502) 426-1931; fax: 
(502) 426-1612.jlepper@kybf.org. E­
mail, fax or mail resume to: Kentucky 
Baptist Fellowship, 225 S Hurstbourne 
Parkway, Suite 205, Louisville, KY 
40222-4929. 

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist 
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127 
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three 
part-time positions: children's minis­
ter, music minister/worship leader and 
organist. Send resumes to the church 
in care of Personnel Committee. 

SEEKING: Full-time pastor. Send 
resume to: Pioneer Baptist Church, '.264 
Sparrow Lane, Harrodsburg, KY 
40330, Attn: Pastor Search Commit­
tee. 
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Missouri woman 
fS>"mot/J.e'f ber/'41. 
Vietnamese.kids 
By Shawn Hendricks 
'Missouri Wor:d ~.·. Way 

·; FESTOS,M~~1(.A.BP)-' 
Betty Hayes walks into the foyer 
of Faith Baptist Church in Festl:ls, 
Mo., one can't help but notice her. ·1 

. , With Vietnamese childten,.;;:;i 
i,,,fl:ctqking aroun1 l:!~r like chic~s.:~w;~ 
! •• following their .. Iriother hen, th~!?•! 
• longtime church member makes 

,h~r way through the ~uilding. 
,, For the past 20 years, relation-
• ?sbetwee!l H,;~(:$>and. ~.cJQI 

tn.iµnese C<?lt1,W\lllll½,hav~.~, 
i~d . slowly ; b~!: steadily j 

aJulF-fledged ,ministry of 
" church. Within theJast tw9 ye . 

the church has .begun holdi 
Y!§tnalllese wo~hfp.'.iseryice 

,./,I~~ feUpwshiI? ~al\f:n. . '.i , ( 
+8 Hayes, a.smglewoman ru 

, q9s,. is quick to pofnt out the sup:, 
; port the ministry receives from .. 
' fell?w members ofthecongrega~ '.' 
; , ~o.n. B~t there is~~ doubt that she> 
.. 1.~,!he TU1gle~~er:,&t::@.\ 
i. ii Whether giving rides to chqrch< 

for Vietnamese children or serv- • 
ing as a go-betweehfor Vietnam- f 
ese adults who speak little Eng­
lish and their doct9~. Hayes keeps 
busy. And she d~s it. all withot1f 
speaking a word of Vietnamese:. 

"The children speak Englisb.; 
so that helps," she.said. 

It aJl began in 1981 when 
Hayes agreed to take in an 8-year­
old -Yietnamese girl named Mia, 
who needed a place to live. She 
li.yed with Hayes through college. 

•• ,.Hayes said it was an opportu­
nity she.couldn't pass up. "When 
the Lord puts something in front 

, of us, . \Ve need t? respond then, 
• andfu will multiply it.'' : 

• Hayes, who also has two adult 
adopted children, has housed a 
half-dozen Vietnamese children 
through the years. She currently 
has legal custody of a 9-year-old 
Vietnamese girl, and she takes,Xi 
care of a 15-year~old boy. J 

Though Hayes believes the ' 
Lord's work is being done 
through the mini~try, she said the 
cultural differences ,make it diffil 
c,:glt for her 'and others to sli~'. .;,: 
their faith. Bec,:ause most Vii& < 
namese have been raised in the 
;Buddhist culture, making a pro-

;; fession of faith 'm .Christ is not 

~ ·;tr~!i~&fu;t!teii:;Jwa, 
however, the churchh~ be 
s~.~ore culturalbawers broktr: 
d0')1/Il through ·th~ Vietnamese ser 
vices Hayes and';,9thers helpe 

• •. Ban Le, Pastor of Elllffian 
Gi~.~apx~)~fp!i$!Ghy~, 

frLouis, leads:tl:j.e ~ervic~. • 
>Through the 'yt;:1f8, 11 Vi~t- . 

n~ese JJC?ple hav(? made profes-
• sions of faith. • 

Mike Goodwin.who has been 
p<1;5tor of the_chuJ~.~f~r,79 Yf~i .. y;] 
satd •Hayes 1s "one of, the mqs,t <i 
marvelous ministers I've ever ," 
known .... She's the picture of sac- , 
rificial ministry." 

PEOPLE 
Artist depicts Jesus in Japanese context I 
By Chris Herlinger 
Religion News Service 

NEW YORK (RNS)-To West­
erners, the scenes are well known. 
They are the subjects of paintings by 
Leonardo da Vinci and Michelangelo, 
the stuff of sermons and Sunday school 
lessons: Jesus and His disciples seated 
at the Last Supper; Peter denying Jesus; 
John baptizing Jesus in the Jordan. 

But in the world depicted by the late 
Japanese printmaker Watanabe Sadao 
(1913-1996), the details are firmly 
rooted in Japanese culture: Jesus and 
His disciples are not seated at a table 
and eating bread and drinking wine but 
are sharing a meal of sushi, fish and 
rice. Peter is clad in the formal attire of 
a samurai; John baptizes Jesus while 
wearing a kimono. 

For Watanabe, now the subject of a 
major exhibition at the gallery of the 
American Bible Society in New York 
City, the integration of Japanese art and 
G:hristian faith made for a seamless 
whole, not an easy thing to pull off 
since Christianity remains a small, mi­
nority religion in Japan. 

But the result was both respected in 
Japan and cherished in the West. "W a­
tanabe was very comfortable under his 
own skin, and it shows in the art," said 
Patricia Pongracz, curator of the gal­
lery, which is exhibiting 59 of Wa­
tanabe's prints through May 19. 

"God, his Christian faith, his ethnic 
identity-it all shows in art that is ap­
proachable, unforced and not deriva­
tive at all," Pongracz said in a recent 
interview while showing a visitor the 
exhibit. "Watanabe was a tremendous 
cultural bridge: He uses these 'codi­
fied' biblical images and tweaks them 
a bit. 

'1t' s great folk art but it is also great 

religious art. It's a seamless blend. 
They don't compete with each other." 

Born in Tokyo, Watanabe .was the 
son of a printer. He converted to Chris­
tianity as a youth after nearly dying 
of tuberculosis. A student of Keisuke 
Serizawa, a leading proponent of the 
mingei-folk art- movement, Wa­
tanabe became versed in what is called 
the "katazome" method of stencil dye­
ing. This technique requires stenciling 
paste onto fabric and hand coloring the 
open areas. The result is art of rich col­
ors, subtlety and clean lines. 

To Japanese eyes, Watanabe's work 
is instantly recognizable as rooted in a 
particular tradition. That was no acci­
dent: Watanabe was determined to ex­
press his Christianity within a Japanese 
context, and not just imitate the art of 
the West. 

However, Watanabe's Christian 
faith was at the center of what he did. 
Pongracz noted that the art was pro­
duced in the wake of the end of World , 
War II, when Japan was shattered as a 
nation. 

"It was like a phoenix rising," she 
said of Watanabe's faith. '1t was an 
expression of faith when there was lit­
tle faith around." 

For his part, Watanabe said he owed 
his "life to Christ and the gospel." 

''My way of expressing my grati­
tude is to witness to my faith through 
the medium of biblical scenes," he said. 

Historian Anne H.H. Pyle, a one­
time student of the artist, noted in an 
essay that the "road to acceptance and 
recognition of his work in Japan was 
long and difficult," in part because of 
post-war debate in Japan over what 
constituted ''fine art" and "applied art." 

Watanabe began gaining interna­
tional recognition in the late 1950s, but 
it was James Michener's 1962 book, 

'The Modem Japanese Print," which 
solidified Watanabe's international 
reputation. 

Watanabe's art has graced popular 
church calendars and posters, and his 
prints are now exhibited in many of the 
world's leading museums. 

One of Watanabe's prints was even 
displayed in the White House during 
Lyndon Johnson's administration. But 
Watanabe was not easily impressed by 
where his art was exhibited. "I would 
most like to see them hanging where 
people ordinarily gather," he said, "be­
cause Jesus brought the gospel for the 
people." 

Pongracz said Japanese visitors to 
the gallery often are more startled than 
Westerners when seeing the prints. 
Many have heard of Watanabe, she 
said, but never knew the vast range of 
his work. 

"He was drawing from his passion 
for life, which was inseparable from his 
faith," Pongracz said. "And his faith 
was inseparable from who he was." 

Russians fear tax IDs are sign of the Antichrist 
By Frank Brown 
Religion News Service 

MOSCOW (RNS)-lgnoring a 
chilling rain, 500 Russian Orthodox 
believers gathered last month in a park 
near the Kremlin to hear several speak­
ers sound a call to action against vague 
forces threatening Christians, Russia 
and, ultimately, the world. 

The immediate cause of concern for 
these believers, and another 40,000 
Russians who have signed petitions 
throughout the country, is a new gov­
ernment tax identification number de­
signed to combat widespread tax dodg­
ing. 

For a range of vocal opponents, the 
tax IDs and accompanying barcodes 
are to be avoided at all costs because 
they contain the number 666, the sign 
of the Antichrist. 

Their anxiety and distrust- which 
has given rise to talk of schism-is at 
the root of one of the most severe cri­
ses to face the Russian Orthodox 
Church since it gained its freedom a 
decade ago with the fall of the Soviet 
Union. 

These church members believe that 
the time, as foretold in the New Testa­
ment Book of Revelation, has arrived 
when "no one can buy or sell unless he 
has the mark, that is, the name of the 
beast or the number of his name." 

Patriarch Alexii II and other top 

prelates of the 80-million member Rus­
sian Orthodox Church are in an awk­
ward position. In the year since the 
election of church-friendly Vladimir 
Putin as president, the patriarch has 
steered the church closer to the Rus­
sian government. 

Now, tens of thousands, ifnot hun­
dreds of thousands, of believers are 
convinced the patriarch must denounce 
the government's tax IDs and save 
Russian Orthodoxy. The patriarch has 
not done so. 

Instead, in a series of letters and 
pronouncements, church leaders and 
theologians have done their best to 
dampen the anxiety about an apoca­
lypse. 

Despite the Russian Orthodox 
Church's effort to cool the debate, op­
ponents appear to be gathering steam. 
Father Andrei Lebedev, an Orthodox 
priest from St. Petersburg who heads 
the Soci.al Movement for the Right to 
Live Without Tax IDs, said his orga­
nization has branches in eight cities and 
has co!Jected 40,000 signatures in 
Moscow and St. Petersburg alone. 

• Shortly before speaking to the rain­
soaked crowd, Lebedev explained why 
especially those people living in rural 
and provincial Russia have had such a 
visceral reaction to the tax•IDs. 

"People think that the introduction 
of electronic IDs will allow total con­
trol over them through the use of the 

'Global Positioning System,"' he said. 
''The result is an electronic concentra­
tion camp and the manipulation of the 
consciousness of a person. People 
know what a Stalinist concentration 
camp is." 

After the Russian Orthodox Church 
was nearly destroyed by the totalitari­
an Soviet government, believers are 
sensitive to increased government con­
trol over their lives and attempts to 
deprive them of their ethnic or religious 
identity. Ignorance also plays a large 
role, according to a member of Rus­
sia's parliament working on the issue. 

"A lot of this comes from lack of 
knowledge, from lack of understand­
ing. We must take these people into 
account," said Alexander Chuev, a 
State Duma deputy who heads the Rus­
sian Christian Democratic Party and 
has worked closely with the Russian 
Orthodox Church to find a solution. 

Chuev has proposed legislation de­
signed to get around the tax ID issue 
and says he has the preliminary agree­
ment of the Tax Ministry. 

His idea is to issue .each Russian 
citizen an ID number that would cor­
respond to a document listing each tax­
payer's details, rather than an ID num­
ber corresponding to an actual person. 

Chuev, a member of the pro-Krem­
lin Unity faction, expects his bill to 
come up for a vote this month and does 
not anticipate much opposition. 

CULTURAL VIEW Japanese 
artist Watanabe Sadao 
sought to communicate the 
truths of the gospel in a 
Japanense context. His · 
depiction of the Last 
Supper shows Jesus and 
His disciples sharing a 
meal of sushi. (RNS photo 
by Eduardo Calderon) 
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Missing something? 

You could be reading your church newsletter 
right now. Call (502) 244-6473 for information 
about the Western Recorder's money-saving 
church newspage plan. 
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