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Author claims spread of urban legends damages witness

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

OKLAHOMA CITY (ABP)—
Christians who pass along false stories
and urban legends via e-mail compro-
mise their witness for Christ, claims an
Oklahoma minister who has written a
book on the subject.

“If we’re known for fabricating sto-
ries, for passingfearful stories around,
we’re going to lose our right to be
heard in the public arena,” said John
Williams. “We’re going to be looked
upon as fools for Christ.”

In fact, “Fools for Christ” was the
working title of his book, recently
published by Broadman & Holman
under the title “The Cost of Decep-
tion: The Seduction of Modern Myths

More Kentucky

disaster relief
workers needed
in New England

FRAMINGHAM, Mass.—
Fifteen Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention disaster relief volun-
teers traveled to Massachusetts

_ last week to assist victims of re-
cent severe flooding. .

The Kentucky disaster relief
crew arrived April 13 to help
residents in Billerica, Reading
and Winchester, Mass., in a
three-county region declared a

. disaster area on April 10, said
KBC disaster relief coordinator
Larry Koch.

Koch-and his crew primarily
are working as a mud-out unit,
cleaning out basements and
washing walls with chlorine and
water for sanitation purposes.

More volunteers will be
needed for two to four weeks, he
estimated. Approximately 200
‘homes need to be cleaned, he
said. i

“The amount of work to do
is staggering. The floods affect-
ed so many homes and we are
short on manpower. We need
more volunteers,” Koch said.

Disaster relief volunteers .

have the opportunity to share
the gospel with others through
humanitarian assistance, Koch
noted. “People are really sur-
prised that we don’t charge for
our clean-up. A lot of seeds are
being planted through our ef-
forts and that makes it all worth
_ it,” he said. o

Trained Kentucky disaster
relief volunteers who are inter-
ested in volunteering for the re-

lief efforts in Massachusetts are

asked to contact the KBC Broth-
erhood department at (502)
244-6489 or toll-free in Ken-
tucky, (888) 254-5720.

Information about disaster
relief also is available on the
KBC Web site, www.kybaptist.
org.

and Urban Legends.”

The church, Williams says, is the
representation of truth on earth. As
witnesses to the truth of Jesus Christ,
he says believers should not let them-
selves become known for spreading
falsehood.

“Christians must guard themselves
from the distrust and suspicion that
can destroy community,” he writes in
the book’s first chapter.

The danger, he writes, is illustrated
by a famous Mark Twain quote: “A lie
can travel halfway around the world
before the facts have even put their
boots on.” The phenomenon of urban
legends is nothing new, Williams ac-
knowledges, although it has been giv-
en new impetus by the speed of the
Internet.

“There is a lot of hooey that has
been given validity by the replication
and forwarding of urban legends and
e-mail myths,” he writes. “Perhaps
you’ve recently signed a petition to
stop an atheist’s efforts to ban shows
like ‘“Touched by an Angel.” Most of
us have been told about the computer
in Belgium called The Beast that has
arecord of every living human being.

“Even our pulpits are not immune
from perpetuating urban legends.
Have you ever heard during a wedding
ceremony that as a result of the cre-
ation of the first woman, all men have
one less rib than women? Ask any
doctor; men have the same number of
ribs as women. These myths still per-
sist today, despite the fact they are not
true.”

All urban legends have several
things in common, Williams explains.

“They are fun or shocking to tell,
entertaining to hear and simply not
true. Except in a few cases, it is usual-
ly impossible to determine the origin
of Internet legends; they reappear
every few months or years in slightly
different versions, travel through cy-
berspace and then disappear.”

Two things got Williams ponder-
ing why Christians are so gullible to
spread urban legends.

First, he was amazed at the number
of Christians who became prophets of
doom as the year 2000 approached. He
listened to those who were predicting
the collapse of governments, the fail-
ure of banks, wars and all manner of
Q See Author: Myths ..., page 7

LANGUAGE MISSIONS Southern Baptistiayman Bruce Robertson, 54, teaches English to high—/evl professionals in Bangkok, hai/and,

and also ministers to prison inmates. Robertson and his wife, Bonnie, were both successful in business before they felt God calling them
to Thailand as two-year International Service Corps workers through the Southern Baptist International Mission Board in 1996. After
finishing the two-year term they returned as four-year missionary associates. (BP photo by Roy Burroughs)

Specialists: Churches using poor business sense

By Jason White
Religion News Service

CLAREMONT, Calif. (RNS)—
Christianity and money never have
been the most comfortable of bed-
fellows.

From the Apostle Paul’s warning
that “the love of money is a root of
all kinds of evil” to churches’ criti-
cal response to the spending excess-
es of American televangelists, Chris-
tians have tended to view money
with a suspicious eye.

The challenge facing a growing
group of would-be reformers: is to
turn that suspicious eye into a dis-
cerning one that is as comfortable
reading budget sheets as it is the
Bible.

“There’s a general feeling among
experienced church people that the
way churches have handled money
needs some work,” said Scott Cor-

mode, a professor of church adminis-
tration at the Claremont School of
Theology in Claremont, Calif. “It is
not simply a question of raising mon-
ey. The way churches have thought
about money needs to be theologized.
And at the same time it needs to be
subject to greater responsibility and
general accounting practices.”

Indianapolis Baptist Temple is a
case in point. The church lost its build-
ing in February as payment for $5.9
million in back taxes and penalties.

Such disputes could be avoided if
only churches would embrace a more
businesslike mindset and apply basic
money management strategies to their
operations, according to Valerie
Brown, an accountant, church consult-
ant and college professor.

“This is a call on my life,” she said,
“to take my secular training and incor-
porate it with spiritual support to help
churches become better stewards.”

Brown began her business career as
an accountant at Arthur Andersen in
Washington. She left in 1987 to found
a private accounting practice in Ches-
apeake, Va., and married Kim Walter
Brown, a minister.

Not long after setting up her new
practice, Brown was surprised to find
herself fielding calls from church lead-
ers and pastors looking for financial
advice. Most sought general informa-
tion on taxes and government regula-
tions. A few even wondered whether

-as pastors they were required to pay

taxes.

Brown found the need among area
churches to be so great that she devot-
ed her entire practice to religious or-
ganizations—not the most profitable
of fields for an accountant, she joking-
ly added. Brown now consults for
churches and religious organizations
all over the United States.

O See Specialists say ..., page 7



BAPTISTS

More than 50
percent of Texas
Baptist churches

are giving funds
through the
convention’s old
budget plan while
just 16 percent are
contributing
through the
revised giving plan
approved last fall.

Churches slow to embrace Texas giving plan

By Mark Wingfield and Bob Allen

-Associated Baptist Press

- DALLAS (ABP)—This year’s
Baptist General Convention of Texas
budget was expected to redirect vast
dollars away from Southern Baptist
Convention seminaries and to Texas
schools and ministries.

So far, however, churches in the
state have been slow to embrace the
new funding plan viewed by many on
both sides as a milestone in Southern
Baptists’ power struggle between mod-
erates and conservatives.

The budget, adopted overwhelm-
ingly by Texas Baptists in their annual
convention last fall, replaced the tradi-
tional 67 percent BGCT/33 percent
SBC division of funds received from
churches through the Cooperative Pro-
gram. It called for reducing funding to
the SBC’s six seminaries by $4.3 mil-
lion and to the SBC Executive Com-
mittee and Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission by another $1.1 million.

The BGCT, however, permits the
state’s nearly 6,000 Baptist churches to
choose whether their gifts are disbursed
through the approved 2001 budget or
optional giving plans. Through the first
quarter of the giving year, more than
half of contributing churches (51 per-
cent) designated their gifts for distri-
bution under the old 67 percent/33 per-
cent division of funds.

Just 16 percent of contributing
churches, meanwhile, had given
through the adopted budget, which
keeps more money in the state (72 per-
cent) and trims the amount for world-
wide causes to 28 percent. Other
churches have opted for an “other” cat-
egory on a remittance form that ex-
cludes certain items or alters percent-
ages in other ways.

As a result, despite total Coopera-
tive Program giving nearly 3 percent
above adopted goals, dollars earmarked
for BGCT operations lagged almost 5
percent under budget. Convention of-
fices have been operating at 90 percent
of budgeted expenditures since Janu-
ary, said BGCT Treasurer Roger Hall.

Also feeling the pinch are Logsdon
School of Theology at Hardin-Sim-
mons University, George W. Truett
Theological Seminary at Baylor Uni-
versity and Hispanic Baptist Theolog-
ical School in San Antonio.

The Hispanic school has so far re-
ceived $34,192 in new funds, far be-
low the additional $150,000 anticipat-
ed by now. Logsdon and Truett have
split $102,575 in new revenues so far
this year, while SBC seminaries have
received $979,659 from the BGCT.
Logsdon Dean Vernon Davis said new
projects pianned at the school are on
hold because of insufficient funds.

Those numbers may improve soon.
After funding of SBC seminaries

through the approved budget reaches a
cap figure of $1 million, only church-
directed funds will go to SBC schools.

Texas Baptist leaders said they are
not totally surprised by the figures. Hall
said leaders expected sluggish giving
during the first quarter because of a
poor economy.

Other officials said it is too early to
project giving patterns for the entire
year. Baptist churches are infamous for
resisting change, they said, and some
pastors may be putting off discussions
about budget options to avoid contro-
versy within their congregation.

The percentage of money coming
through the adopted Texas budget has
increased steadily each month, from
less than 10 percent in January to more
than 22 percent in March. Some Texas
churches will not adopt new budgets—
and in the process consider the fund-
ing change—until fall.

While 93 churches so far have con-
tacted the BGCT asking to be removed
from its membership roll, additions of
new churches and missions have off-
set those losses to yield a net gain of
20 affiliated churches, bringing the to-
tal to 5,995.

An alternative state convention,
meanwhile, reports continued growth.
Southern Baptists of Texas Convention
now claims about 500 uniquely aligned
churches and 200 more that are dually
aligned.

Seminary requires faculty to sign faith statement

By Melissa King
Baptist Press

WAKE FOREST, N.C. (BP)—
Southeastern Baptist Theological Sem-
inary’s trustees affirmed a bylaw
change requiring all faculty to public-
ly sign the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s 2000 Baptist Faith and Message
statement.

The action taken during the trust-
ees’ April 9-10 meeting on the Wake
Forest, N.C., campus, adds that the re-
vised statement will be added to the
seminary’s historic faith statement, the
Abstract of Principles.

Russ Bush, vice president and dean
of faculty, reported that all current fac-
ulty enthusiastically support the 2000
statement, citing their voluntary affir-
mation of the statement during a facul-
ty meeting last fall.

Trustee Charlie Waller was the lone
trustee voting against the bylaw
amendment. He expressed concern that
future trustees might pit the two state-
ments against each other in an effort to
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circumvent Scripture and ultimately
teach contrary to the faith statement.
Other trustees said the two statements
are not at odds and, in fact, strengthen
one another.

“This motion does not reject the
Abstract of Principles. (It) keeps our
roots that are in the past,” Bush said.
“But by approving this motion we can

+ affirm where our convention is today.”

“It is easier to hold up the BFM
2000 than any other document and say
we (subscribe) to it,” said trustee Hayes
Wicker of Naples, Fla., affirming the
decision to require faculty to sign two
different documents. “I don’t know
anyone in my church that has read the
Abstract of Principles in its entirety.
The BFM 2000 is something that is
more publicly known.”

“This is an issue of showing sup-
port for our denomination,” said trust-
ee Tom Rush of Clovis, N.M. “We
know what our faculty will teach, but
others looking in do not. The percep-
tion outside is important.”

Trustees also responded to a motion

presented during the 2000 Southern
Baptist Convention annual meeting
requesting Southern Baptist institu-
tions and seminaries not to require
employees to sign the Baptist Faith and
Message as a condition of employ-
ment.

Trustees said they would support
the actions of the SBC by requiring all
elected faculty to sign the statement,
committing to teach within and not
contrary to the parameters of the Bap-
tist Faith and Message. Trustees previ-
ously affirmed the convention’s chang-
es to the statement last fall.

In other business, trustees increased
the seminary’s 2001-2002 budget by
about $2 million. They approved a
$16.8 million budget, up from $14.8
million in the current budget.

Trustees also elected Ryan Hutch-
inson of Tampa, Fla., as vice president
for administration after serving as in-
terim vice president last year. Hutch-
inson will oversee the seminary physi-
cal plant, housing and financial and
business affairs of the institution.

Harvard, Baylor leaders discuss theoiogy

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. (RNS)—
Officials from Harvard Divinity
School and Baylor University held a
recent series of discussions on “The
Future of Public Theology.”

The two meetings involving facul-
ty, administrators and students is con-
sidered a first step in possible future
involvement between the two schools.

“I was rather skeptical that much
could be accomplished,” said Baylor
Provost Donald Schmeltekopf con-
cerning the dialogue on the Harvard
campus. “The ‘R’ world—religion—
has been in the closet here for a long
time.”

Despite the philosophical differenc-
es between Harvard and Baptist-relat-
ed Baylor, the discussions are expect-
ed to lead to a second meeting next year
on Baylor’s campus in Waco, Texas.

“We’d like to try to discover areas
of common interest and consider op-
portunities for further dialogue and
cooperation,” Baylor President Robert
Sloan told the Boston Globe.

Schmeltekopf said he hopes to cre-
ate a channel to hire evangelically
minded Harvard doctoral graduates for
teaching positions at Baylor. Other
options include exchanges of faculty
and students.
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Shelbyville radio ministry takes message around the world

SHELBY VILLE—When Ed Erwin
delivers his sermons each Sunday
morning at First Baptist Church of
Shelbyville, the impact isn’t limited
to his congregation. His words travel
literally around the world.

Erwin’s congregation recently
launched an international shortwave
radio program called “The Light of the
World.” The program airs each Mon-
day morning on WWCR, 15.685
megahertz on the shortwave dial.

WWCR is World Wide Christian
Radio, a Nashville-based station that
broadcasts spiritual and family-orient-
ed programs overseas. Using high-
powered transmitters for shortwave
bands, WWCR is able to reach nation-
als and missionaries around the globe
with Christian programming. The sta-
tion reportedly has a potential listen-

:

ing audience of 500 million people.
How did First Baptist, Shelbyville,
become involved in an international
media ministry? Erwin said Harold
Thom, the church’s audio/video direc-
tor, has extensive professional expe-
rience in the broadcast field and was
familiar with WWCR’s radio ministry.
“He’s had all kinds of experience
and has a lot of connections,” Erwin
explained. “He listens to this sort of
thing a lot and knew about its poten-
tial. He had the dream and the vision.”
Thom, who became involved in
radio and television work in the
1950s, shifted to the music industry in
1966. He began producing a folk and
bluegrass music show on WWCR last
year and that relationship led to dis-

cussions about First, Shelbyville, host-

ing a program as well.

GEORGETOWN ANNOUNCENTKe ucky Gov. Paul Patton helps announce the British Experience in Learning and Living last week wit
KCTCS President Michael McCall (seated, left) and Georgetown College President Bill Crouch. (Georgetown photo by Jason Falls)

“The reason I did it is because of
the tremendous amount of listeners
shortwave broadcasts afford this type
of ministry,” Thom said. “The theme
of this church is to spread the good
news of Jesus Christ throughout the
world and try to bring them to Christ.
What better way to have an outreach
than through a worldwide radio audi-
ence?”’

The next step was to secure fund-
ing. The congregation’s Young at
Heart senior adult ministry agreed to
underwrite the cost of the weekly 30-
minute broadcast and “The Light of
the World” was under way.

“What an honor to be able to send
the words of Jesus Christ to millions
of people each week,” noted Young at
Heart leader Martha Beatty. “Our se-
nior adults are thrilled to participate.”

Georgetown links public state colleges to Oxford

GEORGETOWN—Georgetown
College announced a partnership last
week to share its access to England’s
Oxford University with students and
faculty of Kentucky’s two-year, pub-
lic community and technical colleges.

Under the new arrangement, stu-
dents from schools in the Kentucky
Community and Technical College
System who transfer to Georgetown
College and meet eligibility require-
ments can attend Regent’s Park Col-
lege of Oxford University.

Georgetown has been linked with
Regent’s for two years, sending stu-
dents and faculty to the college.

Faculty and staff from the 28 col-
leges in KCTCS also will be able to
travel to Regent’s Park and other Brit-
ish educational institutions for profes-
sional development opportunities.

The program will benefit George-
town by providing a pipeline of qual-
ified students to transfer from two-year
institutions throughout the state, ac-
cording to spokesman Jason Falls.
“We’re going to get the best of those
students”

Georgetown President Bill Crouch
hailed the agreement as an example of
cooperation between private and pub-

lic institutions. “As Gov. (Paul) Patton
has indicated, this can only be
achieved on behalf of all Kentuckians
if public institutions like KCTCS and
private colleges like Georgetown Col-
lege work together for the common
good.”

Jamie Ratliff, 21, is among the
Georgetown students who have stud-
ied at Regent’s. The fine arts major
said the one-to-one mentor-student
arrangement, with weekly papers and
intensive research, helped her realize
she wants to attend graduate college
to study art history and eventually
become an art critic or writer.

The agreement, called the British
Experience in Learning and Living,
will encourage two-year public col-
lege students to continue their stud-
ies by offering study at one of the
world’s premier institutions.

“The British Experience opens
new avenues to knowledge and broad-
ens the ties of KCTCS to the global
economy,” said KCTCS President
Michael McCall.

KCTCS also will reward all stu-
dents who successfully transfer to
Georgetown by offering them a two-
week travel opportunity in England..

McCANDLESS LECTURE Paul Fiddes,
principal of Regent’s Park College of Oxford
in England, was at Georgetown last week:
to deliver the McCandless Lecture to
students and faculty. -

Crouch said Georgetown hopes to

offer all students an option to travel
abroad within two years.

Gov. Patton praised the partner-
ship.

“Students from our colleges will get
the chance to study at one of the most
prestigious institutions in the world.
Faculty and staff who qualify will be
exposed to new ways to educate stu-
dents,” Patton said. “And this seamless
partnership creates an excellent return
on the investment that all Kentucky
citizens make in higher education.”

Media ministry is not a new ven-
ture for the Shelbyville church. Morn-
ing worship services air on a local ra-
dio station each Sunday morning and
also are televised on a local cable
channel each Sunday morning and
Wednesday evening.

With the addition of the shortwave
broadcast, Thom lifts the audio track
from the television program each
week, transfers it to audiotape and
adds the program’s introduction and
conclusion.

“The idea of taking a small-town
church and being able to produce a
program of high quality that can be
heard by a worldwide listening audi-
ence on a regular basis is quite an
achievement,” Thom said. “The pri-
mary reason is to bring people to
Christ.”
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Expand dialogue

I was heartbroken when I opened
the April 3 issue of the Western Re-
corder and read the words, “Southern
Baptist leaders halt dialogue with
Catholics.”

The Southern Baptist church I
serve as pastor currently meets in the
chapel of the diocesan Catholic chil-
dren’s home. We were welcomed
there with open arms by a sweet Cath-
olic believer named Sister Jean Marie.
Since before we began
meeting there we have
been working with the
children in the home
through a program called
“Kids For Christ.” This
class gives our church the
opportunity to share the
good news of God’s love
and of His Son Jesus
Christ with these children.
Sister Jean Marie also has reached out
to another Southern Baptist church,
seeking their help with teaching the
Bible to the children as well.

God has worked through this fine
Catholic institution to meet many of
the needs of our growing church. Our
relationship mutually has been filled
with blessings. Many have come to
know Jesus Christ as Savior in this
Catholic facility. Many Southern
Baptists have discovered the fervor
Catholics have for meeting the needs
of hurting people, and it has motivat-
ed us to do the same.

Halt the dialogue? May it never be.
If anything, expand the dialogue. I'm
sure our church is one example of
many who are tearing down denomi-
national walls to spread the gospel of
Jesus and meet the needs of people.

I’m thankful Jesus didn’t “halt the
dialogue” with us while we were yet
sinners. Let us do the things that will
build up the body and not tear down.

BAPTIST

FORUM

As long as we remain committed to the
Word of God, we cannot go wrong by
crossing denominational lines to rea-
son with one another and allow God
to open eyes on both sides of the line.
Kevin Murphy

Covington

Don’t forget women

I am writing as an individual and a
member of a Baptist church to voice
my opinion regarding the work of the
committee studying Ken-
tucky Baptists’ relation-
ship to the 2000 Baptist
Faith and Message.

I have observed for the
last year our Baptist orga-
nizations address every
conceivable subject—
anything from the type of
music we have in our
churches to whether we
should condone homosexuality. Yet in
all this time, our churches seem to be
petrified to address the issue of wom-
en and their role in the church. Some
act as if the topic is ignored, it will go
away. Well, guess what, it will not go
away, not as long as there are free-
thinking women in the church.

We as Christians spend so much
time making sure we do not discrimi-
nate against this race or that society,
ensuring that we make everyone wel-
come in our church, we have com-
pletely forgotten one portion of our
church. We have forgotten the wom-
en, whom I might add carry out 80 per-
cent of the work and are the most faith-
ful in attandance.

I cannot in good conscious person-
ally affirm the 2000 Baptist Faith and
Message when it specifically singles
out one part of the church and delib-
erately discriminates against that one
group.

I will not ever be able to understand

PARTNERS IN THE MISSION

VBS: An adventure in learning

The LifeWay Christian Resources
materials for the 2001 vacation Bible
school are designed to be an exciting
adventure for boys and girls connect-
ed to Kentucky Baptist churches. But
what about all the boys and girls in
Kentucky communities who are not
connected to a Bible-teach-

could be transported to VBS. A little
visitation will produce a great re-
sponse and harvest. Church members
should not wait for someone to ask
them to enlist children. Jesus said, “Go
out into the highways and byways and
compel them. to come in” (Luke
14:23). Every boy and girl

ing church? As Baptists, we
believe every boy and girl
deserves the right to hear
about Jesus from loving and
caring teachers, to experi-
ence an exciting adventure
in Bible learning, to know
a pastor who cares and to
know a church where they -
are welcomed.

The LifeWay catalog

Bill Mackey

deserves to hear teachers
who know God personally
and who live what they
teach. You can help children
build a spiritual memory and
heritage.

Recently at Horse Cave
Baptist Church, a young
woman told my wife, Kay,
that she remembered Kay
teaching her im VBS at First

states the motto of VBS so
well, “We want to help children (as
well as youth and adults) ‘Track down
the Truth! Obey God’s commands and
follow Jesus.”” It is my prayer that ev-
ery church will provide an exciting
adventure in VBS for every boy and
girl in their communities.

Some churches can accomplish

this by a concerted effort to enlist ev-

ery boy and girl in their church VBS.
Church members can enlist children
in their neighborhoods and provide
transportation. Church buses and vans
should not sit idle when boys and girls
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Baptist Church of Whites-
burg. That was more than 25 years ago.

VBS is such a powerful learning
experience due to the concentrated
time of learning. I believe it is equiva-
lent to six months in Sunday school.
The anticipation of fun activities en-

hances the learning environment. VBS -

is a wonderful opportunity for children
to get to know their pastor and church
staff.

Some churches will need to plan a
mission VBS or backyard Bible club
for boys and girls not yet connected to
their church. There are children in

how a group of men dare to say or think
they know whether God calls a wom-
an to be a pastor of a church or a dea-
con. To prophesy what God plans for
any individual would frighten me to
my inner core.

I urge this committee to vote to turn
away from the current Baptist Faith
and Message. Please do not abandon
the very part of our churches that hold
those churches together.

Connie Pruitt
Louisville

Choose to worship

For some time I have read the mer-
its of traditional vs. contemporary
worship and vice versa. As a full-
fledged senior citizen, may I add my
personal views?

Until recent years I had attended
only traditional services, but when an
alternative style became available, I
began attending that service.

No, I don’t care for every song (nei-
ther do I like every hymn). I’'m not
wild about some of the background
music (and I absolutely hate the thun-
dering blare of a pipe organ). But why
am I present in the first place? To wor-
ship. Simply to worship.

Some of the most meaningful wor-
ship I have ever experienced occurs
during the contemporary service. I will
not force anyone to worship as I do;
rather I invite you to grant me the op-
portunity to worship in spirit and in
truth, singing praise songs, listening
to a variety of musical instruments,
watching meaningful dramas, placing
my offering in plates passed by young
boys and girls and absorbing God’s
message brought by His casually
dressed spokesman.

Worship as you choose. But by all
means worship!

Sylvia Daugherty
Elizabethtown

multi-family housing, mobile home
parks and isolated areas who deserve
an adventure with loving teachers in
discovering the truth of God’s Word.

During college days, I was fortunate
as a summer worker in Latta, S.C., a
small farming town, to work with a
pastor who led our youth and me to
assist a small African-American church
with VBS. When I served as a staff
member of First Baptist Church of
Middlesboro, the pastor, Truett Mill-
er, led the youth and me to assist
Pruden Baptist Church with VBS. It
was natural for me as pastor of First
Baptist, Whitesburg, to conduct mis-
sion vacation Bible schools

Every church member can be in-
volved in making VBS a great success
in learning and outreach. Consider
praying for workers and students, of-
fer to assist as a worker, prepare and
serve refreshments, serve as a safety/
security patrol, assist parents with un-
loading and loading, enlist and bring
neighborhood children, help workers
with their family meals, pray for an
abundant harvest and cultivate parents
yet to be connected to your church.

With your willingness to venture
beyond your comfort zone, boys and
girls in your community can have an
adventure in learning the truth of God’s
Word.
Bill Mackey is executive director of the
Kentucky Baptist Convention

Implement steps
now to prepare for
next year’s taxes

By Jeremy White
At the end of each tax season,

our office staff holds a brain-
storming ses-
sion for im-
provements
to make the
following
year. We
have learned
that now is
the time to
plan im-
provements while the tax process
is fresh on our minds.

The same approach is useful
for individuals. The following list
includes the most common im-
provements cited by clients about
steps they plan to take. Perhaps
you could benefit by implement-
ing these steps now instead of
waiting until next tax season:

B Fund a Roth IRA or tradition-
al IRA throughout the year rather
than trying to find $2,000 at the
end of the year for a contribution.

I Keep track of mileage for
business, charitable and medical
purposes.

B Obtain receipts for non-cash
contributions to charity (clothes,
furniture, household items, etc.).

¥ Seek advice from a tax pro-
fessional before, instead of after,
a significant transaction.

B Adjust withholding of taxes
from payroll now to increase or
decrease the year-end refund or
payment.

I Have taxes withheld from an
early distribution from retirement
plans to cover taxes and penalties.

B Save along the way to have
enough for quarterly estimated
payments.

B Keep track of child-care ex-
penses for children in day care.

I Maintain accurate tax and -
investment records in a file
throughout the year, especially
mutual fund transactions where
dividends are reinvested.

B Keep track of itemized de-
ductions, such as health insurance,
job hunting expenses, unreim-
bursed employee expenses, mov-
ing expenses, expenses incurred
on behalf of charities, nursing

- home expenses and anything else
that might be deductible.

An element of stewardship is
paying the legal amount of your
taxes. That involves honesty to
pay as much as required and dil-
igence to pay as little as required.

Although most of us dislike
paying taxes, remember to count
your blessings, as the hymn re-
minds us. I am reminded of Will
Rogers’ implied gratitude when
he remarked, “There is no in-
come tax in Russia. But there’s
no income.”

FINANCIAL

FORUM

Jeremy White is a certified public
accountant in Paducah. He presents
[financial seminars and workshops at
churches and conferences.




OPINION

How can parents develop unified
approach to effective parenting?

Q: My wife and | had many common interests before we
married. Now, two children later, we can’t agree on a
common approach in raising our children. What can we
do?

It often seems like smooth sailing in the pre-marital period
when two people seem to agree on everything. You like the
same music. You both enjoy the
outdoors. Then the children are born. It
seems like some alien has taken over
your spouse. That fun-loving person
suddenly seems so unreasonable about
parental guidelines.

Our parenting styles often are
influenced by how we were raised by our
parents and the makeup of our family of
origin. Sometimes, we as parents either
do the exact opposite of our own parents or act out the same
parenting styles of our parents. It would be helpful for you
and your wife to talk about what you learned about parenting
from your parents.

Take a large sheet of newsprint and draw your family tree.
Include ages of family members and important events. Where
were you in the family order? What were the family rules? An
excellent book is “Family Ties That Bind” by Ron Richardson
to help you explore your families. Talk about what it was like
growing up in your family. As a child, what did you think a
parent should be like? Think about the happy and sad times
in your family. Discuss these thoughts with your spouse.

After this step, consult with your pastor or a counselor
about some good parenting books to read. Understanding
your own family and reviewing some guidelines for parenting
should get you talking more about a cooperative parenting
partnership. As always, if you remain conflicted about the
most effective ways to parent your children, consult with your
pastor or pastoral counselor.—Suzanne Coyle

Q: There is growing interest in Internet use by senior
adults. This would seem to present some interesting
ministry possibilities. Any suggestions?

David Lansdale, a geriatrics expert from Stanford
University, has started an innovative program in California. He
has been organizing groups of older people and teaching
them to use the Web. The LinkingAges program
(www.linkages.net) is sponsored by the Alliance for Aging
Independently, a nonprofit organization serving senior adults,
their families and health care providers.

The goal is to build community and promote
interdependence for older adults and their caregivers,
teaching them to use e-mail and the Internet to communicate
with family, friends and healthcare providers. LinkingAges
offers hands-on training to institutionalized and community-
dwelling elders, using a train-the-trainer, peer-based model.

The program’s goal is to promote opportunities and skills
for senior adults to access and use e-mail and the Internet in
convenient and affordable communal locations, including
senior centers, assisted living facilities and nursing homes.

“The Internet is a window to life,” Lansdale said in a recent
interview with Associated Press. “It's an elixir for these
people.”

He said mastery of e-mail and Internet techniques could
help overcome what he called the four plagues of the
institutionalized elderly: loneliness, boredom, helplessness
and the decline of mental skills. .

“We want to promote relationships,” he explained.
“Getting connected is bringing people back to life.”—dJon
Rainbow

Family Forum writers are Suzanne Coyle, associate director of
Cornerstone Counseling for Kentucky Baptist Homes for Children;
David Garrard, minister to children at St. Matthews Baptist
Church in Louisville; Jon Rainbow, a clinical gerontologist and
professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary; Wade
Rowatt, director of the St. Matthews Pastoral Counseling Center
in Louisville; and James Stillwell, minister to singles at Immanuel
Baptist Church in Lexington. Send questions for Family Forum to
Western Recorder, Box 43969, Louisville, KY 40253 or e-mail us
at wesrec @ntr.net.
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Recapture the priority & power of prayer

It was one of those significant spiritual moments
in life. Of course, associational Woman’s Mission-
ary Union gatherings typically have a strong spiritual
focus, but this one offered a special bonus in the meet-
ing’s closing moments.

I had the privilege of speaking last week at Enter-
prise Association’s quarterly WMU meet-
ing. Dozens of women and a few men from
several area churches gathered at First Bap-
tist Church of Paintsville for a hearty pot-
luck dinner followed by a mission-focused
program. Participants told about such min-
istry opportunities as an associational mis-
sions & ministry work day, a prayer walk, a
women'’s conference and a mission trip to
Boston. They also took time to pray for mis-
sionaries and to earmark several hundred
dollars for specific ministry needs in the
area.

STRAIGHT
FROM THE

EDITOR

Trennis Henderson

Answer” and “Prayer Changes Things” are fairly
common sights in many church parking lots. In Bap-
tist life, a brief time of prayer routinely is included in
virtually any worship service, meeting or informal
get-together. Yet the practice of prayer often seems
to lapse into mere routine among those whose lives
revolve around the local church.

Whether or not we take the power of
prayer for granted, the fact remains that ef-
fective, fervent prayer to God truly does
change things.

Jesus’ personal priority on prayer is high-
lighted throughout the Gospels. Luke 6:12,
as an example, notes that Jesus “went off to
the mountain to pray and He spent the whole
night in prayer to God.” When was the last
time most Christians gave that level of time
commitment to their personal prayer lives?

Contrary to the straightforward directive

At the close of the program, the order of
service listed “Circle of Prayer.” That’s when the real
spiritual zeal of the group came into focus. Clasping
hands and forming a circle around the sanctuary, the
50 or so individuals attending the event spent several
minutes sharing heartfelt prayer concems. After some
20 prayer requests had been voiced, the meeting con-

_cluded with a time of ardent prayer for specific needs.

The WMU prayer circle offered a clear reminder
of the true source of power for missions and ministry
in Southern Baptist life. It’s one thing to come to-
gether and talk about the importance of prayer; it’s
quite another thing to set aside specific time for sin-
cere prayer in response to requests expressed by fel-
low brothers and sisters in Christ.

It was Jesus Himself who quoted God’s message
recorded in Isaiah 56:7, “My house shall be called a
house of prayer.” Among all the attributes Jesus could
have used to describe the house of God—worship,
ministry, evangelism, fellowship—He choose to em-
phasize the role of prayer.

- Faded bumper stickers proclaiming “Prayer is the

of 1 Thessalonians 5:17 to “pray without
ceasing,” many churches seem to tack corporate
prayer onto the beginning and end of each service
without much thought or planning. Amid the so-called
“worship wars” over musical styles and other ele-
ments of worship, the priority of focused prayer of-
ten is a forgotten ingredient.

As Kentucky Baptists emphasize diverse mission
and ministry projects throughout the state and beyond,
the most effective stamng point is spiritual renewal
fueled by faithful prayer.’ o'y

Whether we are praying for mission endeavors,
ministry opportunities or personal spiritual growth, ‘
the key is to sincerely seek God’s perfect wisdom and
will. Even for longtime Christians who have prayed
faithfully for decades, there always is something new
God can teach His children through the daily disci-
pline of prayer.

“Lord, teach us to pray,” one of Christ’s disciples
requested in Luke 11:1. As we strive to make prayer
a true priority in Baptist life, seeking guidance from
the Master Teacher is the best place to start.
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“In so many of our
churches, we’re

_ really running them

asif we're
atheists.”

Author Paul Wilkes

~ KENTUCKY

Pastors explore sermon, excellent churches at Georgetown

GEORGETOWN—Churches are
challenged today to deal with a vari-
ety of cultures, but pastoral preaching
still can minister to the needs of a va-
riety of people, a former Kentucky
pastor said recently.

“Preaching is pastoral care on a
group scale,” said Bill Turner, pastor
of South Main Baptist Church in
Houston for 16 years.

Turner, who was a Kentucky pas-
tor for 25 years, told a conference au-
dience last week at the Georgetown

| College pastors conference that he has

his own view of the “worship wars”
between contemporary and tradition-
al styles. )

“I call it the one-size-fits-all way of
corporate worship versus creativity,”
he said.

“It probably never was true that
one size fits all,” he added. But the
greater diversity of ethnic cultures and
backgrounds in America is causing
more tension in more churches, he
said.

“Whereas we used to see diversity
when it occurred in different congre-
gations, now you're seeing diversity
under one roof,” he said.

Regardless of the culture, howev-
er, pastoral preaching can link the lis-
tener with the Christian message,
Turner added. “Pastoral preaching

GEORGETOWN PASTORS’ CONFERENCE Dwight Moody, dean of the chapel at

Georgetown College, leads a conference workshop session on Baptist confessions during
the college’s annual pastors’ conference, April 16-20. Approximately 85 people attended
the meeting, which next year will be held April 8-10.

makes the connection between the
story and their story.”

Turner encouraged pastors to be
careful about what they read, making
sure it can help them relate better to
their audiences and the issues with
which church members are wrestling.

“Anything you can do to get inside
their skin will make you a better
preacher,” he said.

Turner listed several sermon themes
he said consistently have connected

with the needs of his members.

. One is work. People want to under-
stand the difference between a job and
a calling, he said. Most people aren’t
interested in a protracted defense of
baptism, he added. “But they’d like to
know, ‘How am I going to get through
the next week?’”

Others themes, he said, are hope,
dealing with change, forgiveness and
time. Turner said a book by pastoral
ministry pioneer Wayne Oates about

personality disorders led him to devel-
op a sermon series applying the Chris-
tian message to such issues as depen-
dence, suspiciousness, perfection and
anger. “If the gospel works, it ought to
address these issues.”

The three-day conference also fea-
tured an author who has studied effec-
tive churches in America.

“In so many of our churches, we’re
really running them as if we’re athe-
ists,” said Paul Wilkes, who recently
completed two books on the subject.

" “We don’t believe in God. We really

believe in ourselves.” ’

Wilkes, a writer and professor in
Willmington, N.C., said his research
uncovered two characteristics com-
mon to the “excellent” Protestant and
Catholic congregations he studied:
Faith in God and each other, and imag-
ination.

“They said, ‘Don’t tell me what
isn’t. Tell me what can be,’” he said.
“With imagination and faith in God,
it happened. It always happens.”

The imagination exhibited at those
churches includes a willingness to
take risks, Wilkes added. “Churches
are notoriously risk averse,” he said.
“But Jesus Christ was not risk averse.”

Approximately 85 people attend-
ed this year’s Georgetown College pas-
tors’ conference.

IKBC

" KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION

2001 KBC Annual Meeting

November 13-14, 2001

Murray State University -
Regional Special Events Center
Murray, Kentucky

For more information, contact Denise Withers
by phone: 502.254.4731 or 888.254.5713 or
e-mail: Denise.Withers@kybaptist.org

$69

Recorder issue) On-site restaurant 1.270.354.8355
Reservation $29/person (2 persons)
_Shoney's Inn deadline: 11/1 el 527/person [3 persons]
1503 North 12th St. AJ" siexiNGToN (Lone Oak Center is also
1.270.753.5353 ~ KENTUCKY available. Reservations

$53 (1-4 persons/dbl or king)
Free continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: 9/11

Draffenville (1-24, Exit 25A)
(23 miles from Murray)

Holiday Inn Express

(Exit 25A off 1-24)
1.270.527.5300

$70 (1-3 persons/double or
single; $10 for 4th person)
$75-§110 (suites) ‘
Free continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: 10/10

1210 N. 12th St. (US. 641)
1.270.759.5910

Free continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: 11/1

U.S. Highway 641 South
1.270.753.5986

Days Inn

517 South 12th St.
1.270.753.6706

$54 (1-4 persons/dbl or single)
Free continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: 10/12

Holiday Inn Express
[Facility due to open in April.
Look for contact information
in an upcoming Western

MURRAY AREA ACCOMMODATIONS

Rates do not Include tax (except Jonathan Creek]. Taxes vary between 9-10%. Rates and other

_ Information not listed below was unavailable at time of printing. Messengers are responsible for
making their own reservations. Kentucky Baptist Convention must be mentioned and reservation
deadlines met to receive blocked room rates. Most blocked rooms are non-smoking.

Murray Iv ity/Gil ville Super 8 Motel
e (1-24, exit 27) 3503 U.S. Highway 62
Brhostinn (30-32 miles from Murray) 1.270.395.5566

i Foxfire Motor Inn
3457 US. Highway 62
1.270.395.7162
$35.88 (1 person)

$39.88 (2 persons) Hardin
Calloway Inn (Add $6 for each add'l. person)  (17-22 miles from Murray]
(formerly a Holiday Inn) Reservation deadline: 10/25

Kentucky Dam Village
State Resort Park

166 Upper Village Drive
(near U.S. Highway 641)

1.270.362.4271
1.800.325.0146
$45 (1-4 persons)
On-site restaurant

Ramada Inn

2184 U. S. Highway 62
1.270.362.4278

$50 (1-4 persons)

Reservation deadline: 10/12

$52 (1-4 persons)
Free continental breakfast
Reservation deadline: 10/25

Kenlake State Resort Park
542 Kenlake Rd. [off Hwy 68)
1.270.474.2211 or

toll free 1.800.325.0143
$42 (single) / $52 (double)
On-site restaurant
Reservation deadline: 9/12
[Requests received after

this date will be filled if
space is available.)

Jonathan Creek Camp and
Conference Center (motel)
3043 Beal Road (off Hwy. 68)

are first come, first served,)”
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Author: Myths damaging Christian witness

Continued from page 1
dire consequences from the so-called
“Y2K problem.”

Williams, a former pastor and radio
personality who now leads Oklahoma
Concert of Prayer, went to the Bible
tolook for answers. “I justdidn’t see a
scenario like Y2K coming,” he said.

“In the aftermath of the Y2K wash-
out, the most important question we
must ask ourselves is this: How could
so many people, who were so earnest
in their convictions, be so wrong?” he
writes in the book’s introduction.

The second thing that prompted
him to write the book was being inun-
dated with one of the most unstoppa-
ble urban legends to afflict the mod-
ern church. On a single day in 1998,
he received e-mails from five people
urging him to sign a petition to keep
Madalyn Murray O’Hair from putting
an end to all religious broadcasting.

The appeal is bogus, but it has been
circulating among Christians for near-
ly 30 years.

In his book, Williams devotes an
entire chapter to debunking what he
calls “the petition that won’t go away.”
He also tackles stories about angel
sightings, an alleged well drilled into
hell from Russia, NASA’s alleged
proof of Joshua’s missing day, alleged
appearances by various corporate ex-
ecutives on television talk shows
where they are purported to have made
alarming comments about Satanism or
racism, predictions of who is the Anti-
christ and other end-times prophecies.

All the urban legends he explains
have been thoroughly researched,
with information drawn from multiple
sources. The response, he said, has
been positive.

“The key to it is everyone can re-
late to one of these stories. Even if
they don’t get e-mail messages,
they’ve heard these stories,” he said.

And most people relate to the book
because they have been guilty of
passing on at least one of the urban
legends, he said.

Pastors especially must be discern-
ing about passing along bogus stories
as sermon illustrations, Williams
warned. “What would happen after a
period of time if people find out these

Church Weekday Education

are not true? It would cause people not
to trust their pastors.”

The best advice for all people hear-
ing or reading sensational stories is to
“trust but verify,” Williams said. “Be-
lieve the best about everybody, but
also verify.

“That really would help put to rest
a lot of these stories a lot quicker.”

June 2, 2001 8 - 3:20 p.m.
Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary
2825 Lexington Road,
Louisville

June 9, 2001 8 - 3:20 p.m.
Calvary Baptist Church
150 East High Street
Lexington

FEE: $15.00 per person CREDIT: Six hours. All are state approved. Lunch will be provided!

SEEK & FIND: Ways to Love, Accept & Teach Every Child

Attend age-level as well as special interest conferences such as Art, Music, Stress, Tools to Use With
an Angry Child, Nutrition, Learning Styles, Activity Centers, Discipline, Acceptance & Special Needs.
For more information and to receive registration forms call: Kentucky Baptist Convention, Sunday School Dept.
502/254-4730 or Toll Free 1-888-254-5709

Refunds will be given until May 30, 2001.

KENTUCKY BAPTIST CONVENTION
Sunday School and Bible Study -
10701 Shelbyville Road, Louisville, KY 40243 .
http://www.kybaptist.org

June 23, 2001 8 - 3:20 p.m.
First Baptist Church
621 East 12th Avenue
 Bowling Green

Specialists say churches need
to manage their money better

Continued from page 1

“The No. 1 fallacy that | have found in churches,” Brown
said, “is that they trust one person to handle the financial
affairs. Churches need checks and balances so there is not
one person who is in the position of being able to take
money with no one else knowing.”

Brown advocates a division of financial responsibility
among the minister, a treasurer and deacons or other elected
church leaders. She also would like to see more seminaries
offer church management courses similar to the one she
teaches at Virginia Union University. The average church
budget is $500,000, and running an organization of that

- size, whether a church or a business, takes management

skills, she said.

Loren Mead, author of “Financial Meltdown in the
Mainline?,” has long observed money management in the
churches, and he doesn’t care for much of what he sees.

“Sloppiness is not next to godliness in my-book,” Mead
said. “And | think the problem generally is sloppiness, not
anything worse. By and large, clergy and churches do not
see money and budgets and auditing as having any religious
or spiritual content.” And that, he said, is bad theology.

Mead thinks something should be done but he’s not sure
that adding a course or two to the seminary curriculum is the
answer. “Generally it's been found that seminary students
don't want to take and generally do not profit by those
courses. They don't think they are important.”

Some of the blame for this would appear to lie with the
various denominations and their clergy approval process.
“When was somebody flunked from ordination because he
couldn’t read a budget or a balance sheet?” Mead asked.

Whatever problems do exist, it’s likely that churches
won’t deal with them effectively until they can learn to talk
about money. And right now, even that appears to be a
significant hurdle.

Dan Hotchkiss, head of the faith and money project at the
Alban Institute, a nondenominational religious think tank
with a practical bent in Bethesda, Md., noted a widespread -
reluctance on the part of church leaders to talk about money.
“Money,” he said, “seems to be the last taboo.”

Exciting Career in
Christian Retail
Management

Come join the best Christian
Retail chain in the world! We
offer an excellent salary and
benefits packags. Relocation
will be required to one of over
90+ LifeWay Christian Stores.

Qualifications include: four-
year college degree or compa-
rable business management
experience, outstanding lead-
ership and computer skills, a
strong vision for the future, and
an active role in a Southern
Baptist church.

Send resume to:

Manager Training Search
127 Ninth Avenue, North
Nashville, TN 37234-0121
Fax: (615) 251-5017

Email: HRDept@lifeway.com
Check out our web site at
www.lifeway.com

LifeWay,

CHRISTIAN STORES
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The former mayor
says crime has
fallen sharply in
Berkovitsa in the
past decade. Even
smoking and
drinking have
decreased greatly.

Gypsy town revived after drunk became a Ghristian

By Mike Creswell
SBC International Mission Board

BERKOVITSA, Bulgaria (BP)—
People once feared the Gypsy Ivan
Zahariev. He was a criminal and
sometimes vicious when he was
drunk.

Looking at the little Gypsy town
of Berkovitsa, Bulgaria, where he
lived, you’d have been hard-pressed
to expect more from him.

It’s a humble collection of homes
strewn up and down a hillside; un-
treated sewage runs down the mid-
dle of dirt streets where in the sum-
mer naked children play.

Gypsies are second-class citizens
at best in Bulgaria—poor, ill-treat-
ed and scorned, as they are across
much of Europe. Berkovitsa, with
few jobs and low incomes, reflects
this status.

But when Ivan Zahariev accept-
ed Christ as his Savior, hlS life
changed.

After Zahariev’s conversion,
Southern Baptist missionary Bill
Wardlaw taught him the Bible and
discipled him. Ivan, the warehouse
worker and drunk, became Ivan, a
polished preacher well-versed in the
Bible, a leader.

Ultimately, his-entire village
changed, too.

Today Zahariev is pastor of a
growing Baptist church in Berkovit-
sa, population about 3,400. Espe-
cially popular are the weekly chil-
dren’s classes that teach music and
Bible stories to about 100 children.
Their principal teacher is the daugh-
ter of Victor Stefkov Georgiev, the
town’s former mayor.

Georgiev says crime has fallen
sharply in Berkovitsa in the past de-
cade. Even smoking and drinking
have decreased greatly.

Other local improvements: Last
fall ground was broken on three new
buildings—a public bathhouse,
needed because few houses in town
have indoor plumbing; a health cen-

ter to provide basic medical care;

and a new Baptist church building

CHANGED LIFE Gypsy pastor Ivan Zahariev (right) sits in a church service next to former Southern Baptist m//onary Paul Ridgway.
Zahariev says God changed him from a warehouse worker and drunk into a polished preacher well-versed in the Bible. Ultimately, his entire
village, the Gypsy town of Berkovitsa, Bulgaria, changed, too. (BP photo by Mike Creswell)

to replace the tiny rooms the church
has long since outgrown.

Not one, but three area mayors
came to the church’s groundbreak-
ing—unheard of for a Gypsy village.

But Zahariev is looking far be-
yond a single church. He is looking
toward churches for all his people.

Zahariev began preaching in a lo-
cal prison. Response was so positive

that the pro-communist government .

gave him a permit to preach in other
prisons across the country.

And his preaching in the “Rom”
Gypsy language on radio programs
six times a week has brought re-
sponses from far and wide.

Recently when he preached in a
town for the first time, a man came

up and hugged him, weeping. “I’ve
listened to you preach on the radio
for three years, and now I have an op-
portunity to see you,” the man said.

In the town of Damyanovo, be-
liever Natalie Kamenova recalls how
excited she and her sister became
two years ago when she heard a Gyp-
sy-language broadcast. At the time,
they missed getting the response
address, but the next week they
wrote it down and sent a letter. Two
weeks later, Zahariev came to visit.

As aresult, a Bible study started.
Now there’s a fledgling church,
meeting upstairs in a house once
owned by Joel Chiron, a French Bap-
tist missionary who works with Za-
hariev in the area.

Similar churches have sprung up in
towns between Sofia, the country’s
capital, and the Danube River, which
stretches across Bulgaria’s northern
border.

In a Sunday afternoon service at
the new church in Damyanovo, mem-
ber Bobi Naidenov plays an electron-
ic keyboard. Lay leader Ventsi Kirilov
testifies how reading the Bible moved
him from atheism to faith in God.

Zahariev smiles as he listens, nod-
ding in agreement.

“We thank God that He is strong
and true,” he tells the congregation af-
terward. “When someone calls (on)
Him, God is near, and He comes. He
wants to live within us, not just near
us!”

Missionaries flml medical, food ministries soften Rock People’s hearts

By Ken Camp

Baptist General Convention of Texas

~ DALLAS (ABP)—Medical missionary
Ascanio Peguero found his work among the
Rock People of northern Thailand difficult
and discouraging, until he learned to draw
a parable from the practices of local rice

farmers.

- Four years ago, the Cooperative Baptist
Fellowship assigned Peguero and his wife,
Yanira, to Southeast Asia to do commumty
Dased health development. -

The couple’s work focuses on sharing
their faith through a health-and-hygiene
project among the Rock People, an
unreached people group so named
because they live in barely habntable rocky,

- mountainous region,

“At the beginning, it was very hard just
lo get the people to receive us,” said
Peguero, a graduate of Southwestern

Baptist Theological Seminary in Fort

Worth, Texas.
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The Rock People’s religious beliefs are
a homegrown mixture of animism and
Buddhism. Christianity’s teachings are
foreign to them in every sense.

“They were cautious and suspicious,”
Peguero said. “It took months and months
of working with them.”

Peguero found his work dlsheartemng
until he noticed how the rice farmers in
northern Thailand did their work.

“They would break the ground, then
water the land, then break the ground
again, then water it again before they
would ever plant the seeds,” he recalled.

In images reminiscent of Jesus’ parable
of the sower, it dawned on Peguero that
the gospel message he was eager to share
was like the seed. The local culture,
meanwhile, was like hard ground that
would have to be softened and broken up

evangelism.

“l would have to break the ground and
water the land,” he said. “How? By loving
the people and showing them God’s love
in every way possible.”

The Pegueros set up mobile clinics in
nine villages throughout Thailand’s Chiang
Mai province, where they provided health
care and taught hygiene and nutrition.

“I sometimes see 100 (patients) a day
in the clinics,” Peguero said.

The Pegueros also have distributed
food and vitamins to pregnant women and
infants, and they have taught the people

~ the importance of nutrition.
~ Black beans grow well in the region,
and the Rock People commonly have
picked the beans and sold them. Yanira
_Pegueros has taught them how to cook
the highly nutritious beans with rice asa -
- food source for their fammes

before he could even think about effective

As they have worked month after month

with the Rock People and earned their trust,
the Pegueros slowly have been able to see
a few embrace the Christian faith. One
example was Soy, a 16-year-old girl who
came to live with the Pegueros to help them
in the clinics.

“At first, her mother was doubtful,”
Ascanio Peguero said. “This is a culture
where young girls are sold into prostitution.
But the head man in the village went to her
and said, ‘You can trust these people. They
are Christians.”

Soy’s mother grudgingly agreed. She
not only allowed her daughter to work with
the Baptist couple, but also began
attending classes they offered in her village.

“Eventually, she came to the Lord,”
Peguero said. “In time her husband, who
had a serious drinking problem, also came
to know the Lord, and his drinking problem
stopped.”
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Baptist students mvade Boston for ministry

By Kristen Treadwell
Baptist Press

BOSTON (BP)—Katie Warnock
went to Boston wanting to spend her
spring break for a worthy cause, but
she left the city a changed person.

The University of North Carolina
freshman was one of about 650 stu-
dents who participated in the Boston
Plunge, a collegiate ministry initia-
tive focused on sharing God’s love
with residents of Boston.

“The biggest thing that stood out
in my mind was the perspective (the
trip) gave me,” said Warnock, who
spent a night with others from her
group at a Red Cross shelter during a
severe snowstorm, yielding opportu-
nities to talk to a variety of people and
share their faith.

The three-week effort was the first
major project of “Hearts for Boston,”
Southern Baptists’ outreach emphasis
in the city this year. The event—con-
ducted in partnership with the Baptist
Convention of New England and
Greater Boston Baptist Association—
involved students from schools in 13
states.

Volunteers spent their time prayer-

BOSTON PLUNGE Todd MacDonald, a
Northeastern University collegiate minister,
and several student volunteers are joined by
a Boston woman in Boston’s Park Street
subway station. (BP photo)

walking college campuses and other
areas of the city, handing out Pop-Tarts
and hot chocolate, helping with con-
struction at area churches and minis-
tries, and serving as volunteers at Bos-
ton-area nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding Greater Boston Food Bank and
Red Cross.

Many of the groups also participat-
ed in vision tours, in which Hearts for
Boston leaders pointed out historical
and cultural sites and existing minis-
try efforts, and discussed the need for
more outreach in the city.

“It was a very positive event for a
number of ministries in the city,” said

" Curtis Cook, Boston-area collegiate
coordinator for the New England con-
vention.

Ignatius Meimaris, executive direc-
tor of Greater Boston Baptist Associa-
tion and co-city coordinator for Hearts
for Boston, said the effort helped make
a good first impression with the
churches and other organizations that
Baptists will be working with. “The
students really set the pace in terms of
their dedication, commitment and cre-
ativity.”

The snowstorm meant a lot of
changed plans during the week War-
nock’s group was there, but they
adapted, she said. Her team impro-
vised, passing out hot chocolate and
playing with neighborhood children,
engaging them in snowball fights.

“We don’t do enough and as the
church we could do so much more. ...
Maybe that’s why God took us there,”
she said.

Many of the students pledged con-
tinued support of the Boston effort.
Hundreds committed to be prayer part-
ners for the city, and dozens of stu-
dents and leaders said they possibly
felt led by God to return to Boston as
transfer or graduate students.

Scholars: Reclaim original meaning of ‘tolerance’

By Mark Wingfield
Texas Baptist Standard

WACO, Texas (ABP)—Tolerance
has been given a bad name, according
to a panel of scholars who are urging
Christians to recover the word’s orig-
inal ‘meaning, which the scholars ar-
gue was distorted in 18th century phi-
losophy.

“Christianity and Toleration” was
the topic of an April 9 symposium at
Baylor University in Waco, Texas.
The event, sponsored by Baylor’s
Center for Christian Ethics, focused
on the recent publication of “The
Long Truce: How Toleration Made
the World Safe for Power and Profit,”
written by Chip Conyers, a professor
at Baylor’s George W. Truett Theolog-
ical Seminary.

Conyers says toleration took on a
different meaning after the Enlighten-
ment, a philosophical movement that
emphasized rationalism over tradi-
tional social, political and religious

Lyons seeks divorce

TAMPA, Fla. (RNS)—The
former leader of one of the na-
tion’s largest predominantly
black religious denominations is
seeking to end his marriage of
nearly three decades.

Lyons, 59, has been married
for 28 years to Deborah Lyons,
53, who attracted scrutiny to the
couple after setting fire in 1997
to a $700,000 home her husband
had purchased with a former Bap-

“tist convention employee.

Lyons has been incarcerated in
a Florida minimum security work
camp since a 1999 conviction on
state and federal charges of rack-
eteering, tax evasion, fraud>and
grand theft. An attorney represent-
ing Deborah Lyons said she did
not want the divorce. .

ideas.

Under the influence of Enlighten-
ment thinkers like John Locke, reli-
gion was assigned to the domain of
“private” affairs and as a result lost
much of its moral authority, Conyers
said. “Public life belonged to the
state.” Somewhere along the line, as a
way of keeping peace among compet-
ing ideas, society developed the no-
tion that all views should be regarded
as having equal value in the name of
toleration.

But Conyers and two other prima-
ry speakers said toleration has a place
for people with a Christian worldview.

Conyers said his purpose is “not to
discredit tolerance but to bring credit
to it once again.”

For the Christian, Conyers said,
toleration should mean believing
firmly in the eternal truth of God but
being willing to listen to other points
of view. Christians can engage in con-
versations with people of other view-
points, seeking to discover points of

truth that can be agreed upon, he said.

In contrast, the type of toleration
advocated today is “logically impos-
sible,” said J. Budziszewski, a profes-
sor of political philosophy at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin.

“The modern version of toleration
operates like a Trojan horse,” he said.
“It shuts out every view but one—
while claiming to be neutral.” Under
the guise of toleration, one view gets
smuggled in, Budziszewski said.

In too many cases, modern appeals
for toleration are merely disguised at-
tempts to keep competing ideas off the
playing field, he said.

Christians must find a way to chal-
lenge the assumption that the modern
view of all-views-are-equal toleration
is necessary to prevent violence, add-
ed William Cavanaugh, assistant pro-
fessor of theology at the University of
St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minn.

“Modern toleration assumes we
can’t disagree without doing violence
to each other,” he said.

Poll: Americans fuzzy on denominations

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Most
people have overwhelmingly positive

. views of American religious groups,

but many people came up empty
when asked to describe their opinions
of specific Christian groups.

Nearly 30 percent of respondents
had no opinion when asked about
evangelical Christians, according to a
recent survey by the Pew Forum on
Religion and Public Life.

Episcopalians drew the largest
number of “no opinion” answers with
37 percent.

Among those who had an opinion,
evangelical Christians were rated as
“favorable” by 76 percent of those
surveyed. While high, it is the lowest
rating for a Christian group.

Methodists ranked highest with a
90 percent favorable ranking. Luther-
ans, Catholics and Episcopalians were

the next-lowest rated group, withan 85
percent favorable rating.

Religions outside the Judeo-Chris-
tian tradition did not fare as well. Only
65 percent had a favorable impression
of Muslims; 60 percent had favorable
opinions about Buddhists; one-third
had favorable views of atheists.

Muslims scored similarly low when
people were asked if Muslim groups
should receive federal funds in ex-
change for social services as part of
President Bush’s faith-based initia-
tives program. Only 38 percent of peo-
ple said Muslim groups should re-
ceive federal funds.

Demographically, young people
and college graduates are more likely
to have favorable views of Muslims
and Buddhists, while conservative
Republicans are most likely to have
an unfavorable view of atheists.

placed other states ata dlsadvantage and that those
__ missionaries comprise a small percentage of the estlmated
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Poll: Not all faith-based programs the same

WASHINGTON (RNS)—Ameri-
cans overwhelmingly support the
idea of allowing faith-based groups
to receive government funds in ex-
change for social services, but only
as long as those groups are part of the
Judeo-Christian tradition.

A new study released April 10 by
the Pew Forum on Religion and Pub-
lic Life found significant numbers of

Americans oppose giving govern-
ment money to groups such as Mus-
lims, Buddhists, Scientologists and
the Nation of Islam. Only 51 percent
supported giving money to Mor-
mons.

“While the public expresses
strong support for the idea of faith-
based groups receiving government
funding to-provide social services,

Panel appointment draws cr|t|c|sm

WASHINGTON (RNS)——A CIeveIand

minister who was fired in 1995 as a pollce
chaplain for comments about Jews and
Muslims is drawing fire again because

Republican congressional leaders have nan
him to an advisory panel on faith-based i
The appointment of Bishop Delano El

“shocking,” complained Barry Lynn, exe
director of Amencans Unlted for Separa on of

Church and State.
~ Lynncited a 1
in which Ellis said .
dirty and lowdown .
~Inthe broadcast, Ell
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in practice, it has many reserva-
tions,” the report said.

A strong 75 percent of Americans
support the idea of faith-based initi-
atives, but also strongly oppose giv-
ing money to groups that would
only hire people of the same faith.

Under President Bush’s faith-
based plan, faith-based groups
would be allowed to discriminate in
hiring.

The faith-based concept found
strong support among African-
Americans and Hispanics—81 per-
cent support the idea—while a
smaller percentage of whites, 68 per-
cent, support the idea. Republicans
also were much more likely to sup-
port the program than Democrats.

Surprisingly, older Americans are
more cautious in their support of the
program. While 80 percent of peo-
ple between the ages of 18 and 29
support faith-based initiatives, only
55 percent of retirees do.

When asked which services faith-
based groups can best provide, most
Americans said they succeed in pro-
grams in which churches and syna-
gogues traditionally have been in-
volved. Faith-based groups scored
higher on programs that help with
feeding the homeless, prison coun-
seling, mentoring and teen pregnan-
cy, while the government was rated
higher for literacy programs, health
care and job training.

The telephone survey of 2,041
adults was conducted March 5-18
and has a margin of error of plus or
minus 2.5 percentage points.

Jehovah’s Witness
files suit on faith
and parental rights

SOUTH ROYALTON, Vt.
(RNS)—The Vermont Supreme
Court will decide whether a di-
vorced father may share his religion
with his daughters during limited
periods of visitation.

Last August, a lower court said
Lee Meyer no longer could raise his
two daughters as Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses or bring them to the group’s
meetings.

The restriction was part of a
larger decision to give his ex-
wife, Erica, sole parental rights in
determining numerous factors from
travel to education.

Earlier this month, Meyer called
on the high court to restore his equal
parental rights, including the right
to shape religious formation. But his
ex-wife warned against the harm
that could ensue.

Erika Meyer stated the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses’ teachings have
contributed to her daughters’ anxi-
ety and nightmares, according to her
attorney, Amber Barber.

Lee Meyer’s appeal of the coun-
ty family court ruling rested on the
grounds that the court had no basis
for imposing its restrictions.

Barber said the case is not about
anyone’s right to practice a religion.
The parents “became unable to
communicate,” she:said. “One of
the many things that these people

couldn’t agree on was religion.”

It’s hard for me to come to
terms with the reality that our
camp season is just around the
corner, but this is the time of the
year when I really get excited
about what God is going to do
throughout the summer.

Youth camp is something I nev-
er experienced. I didn’t have the
opportunity to go to an exciting
camp setting and expe-
rience God. That was a
time in my life when I
went to church, but that
was about it. My in-
volvement in youth ac-
tivities was zero.

My first experience
at a youth camp was ata
Centrifuge camp in Pan-
ama City in the summer
of 1993.1 was serving as
pastor of Benton First
Church, and I felt that

KENTUCKY
BAPTIST
ASSEMBLIES

Rusty Ellison

Getting ready for summer camp

could have strangled him if he had
been with us the first night we
stopped at the hotel where he
made reservations for us. We had
been driving 8 or 9 hours (it
seemed like 18 or 19) and pulled
up to somewhat of a truck stop/
motor inn with a pool that had
green—dirty green—water and a
restaurant that made Waffle
House look like a gour-
met place.

But we survived the
night. None of the kids
got anything life-threat-
ening from the pool wa-
ter, and we made it to
Panama City the next
day.

It was worth it. We
had 25 students with us
that year, and seven of
them received Christ on
that trip. We baptized

going to camp was a
great way for a pastor to keep in
touch (or get in touch) with the
kids.

So my wife, Pam, and I loaded
up two van loads of students and
set out on a long haul south to
Panama City. I won’t go into the
details of the trip, but I had agreed
to let our youth minister (Jason
Ellerbrook, who now is on our
team at Jonathan Creek) work that
summer for 'Fuge.

I tell stories about the travel ar-
rangements Jason made for us. I

each of them when we
got back to Benton.

That’s what happens at summer
youth camps. Pray for our youth
camps and children’s camps this
summer. Pray that kids will come
with hearts ready to hear and re-
spond to Jesus.

I can’t wait to see what He is go-
ing to do.

Rusty Ellison is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Assemblies, Box 37,
Bagdad, KY 40003. Call (502) 747-
8911




By William Bole
Religion News Service

LONDON (RNS)—As anti-global-
ization protesters charged up for the
34-nation Summit of the Americas last
weekend, many faith-based activists
were looking further ahead—to
Genoa, Italy, where leaders of the
Group of Eight industrialized nations
will assemble in July.

Several influential religious agen-
cies have run with a campaign called
Drop the Debt, which is pressing for
what it terms a “New Deal on Debt” in
Genoa.

Campaigners want the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund to
completely write off the debts of the
most desperate countries.

G-8 leaders say they and their in-
stitutions have forgiven enough
debt—up to half of that owed to them
by 22 hard-pressed countries. Critics
put the actual figure at slightly less
than one-third.

Christians travel

JERUSALEM (RNS)—Approxi-
mately 900 Christian pilgrims from
22 nations traveled to Israel last week
to make a public confession of sins
against the Jewish people in a unique
“Repentance Conference.”

The April 18 event timed to coin-
cide with memorial ceremonies mark-
ing Holocaust Remembrance Day.

At a prayer and atonement ceremo-
ny, conference leaders issued an offi-
cial statement of “guilt and apology”

WORLD

Faith groups mount ‘Drop the Debt’ effort

“But it’s just not enough, just not
commensurate with the scale of human
suffering in those countries,” said
Henry Northover of the Catholic relief
agency CAFOD, based here.

He noted that even after those 22
countries get all of the debt relief com-
ing to them under the Heavily Indebt-
ed Poor Countries initiative, they still
will put out more, on average, in
monthly debt payments than they
spend on health care or education.

Behind much of the religious ac-
tivism are dire reports from mission-
aries and church leaders in Africa and
some other places. Pointing to crises
such as the AIDS epidemic,
Northover relayed an “increasing
sense that there is this humanitarian
catastrophe, this silent holocaust
that is happening, particularly in
Africa, and it’s not on your TV sets.
It’s not coming to a cinema near
you.”

London organizers predict that
100,000 globalization activists will

surface for the G-8 gathering July
20-23, which would make it the larg-
est such showing ever. That de-
pends, however, on Italian police
granting passage through Genoa, a
small coastal city of narrow, wind-
ing streets with mountains on one
side and the ocean on the other, said
Jamie Drummond of Drop the Debt.

From that perspective, “Genoa
was an unfortunate choice” of ven-
ue, Drummond said.

Other sources close to the cam-
paign in London and Washington
see the crowd estimates circulated by
Drop the Debt as unrealistic. They
said the Italian debt movement, re-
sponsible for turning out the largest
numbers, is deeply disorganized.

In addition, one source, asking
not to be identified, said some Ital-
ian church leaders are wary of open-
ing their facilities to activists, fear-
ing a repeat of past international
meetings that have attracted violent
protests.

to Jerusalem to apologize to Jews

to Jewish and Israeli representatives.
The message was endorsed by thou-
sands of other Christians worldwide.

The conference was organized by
the Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary, a
German-based Protestant order.

In the past, Christian groups have
visited the Holy Land to ask for atone-
ment for sins committed by earlier
generations of believers against vari-
ous people groups of this region. But
this conference marked one of the first

times here that such a ceremony had
specifically addressed Christian per-
secution of Jews.

The four-day conference also in-
cluded visits to Israel’s Holocaust

memorial Yad Vashem. Representa- -

tives at the conference include mem-
bers of the Bundestag, the German
Parliament, and Prince Albrecht zu
Castell-Castell of Germany, a direct
descendant of Count Ludwig, a 13th
century Crusader.

By Robert Dunston

Each year the Thomas F. Sta-
ley Foundation sponsors the Sta-
ley Distinguished Christian
Scholars Lecture Series. This year
William Augustus Jones Jr., pas-
tor of Bethany Baptist Church in
Brooklyn, N.Y., served as our dis-
tinguished speaker.

Jones graduated
from the University of
Kentucky and then from
Crozer Theological

Hearing William Jones

RIS 1] faceted program  of
COLLEGE minisy,
Jones spoke the morn-

ed Theological Seminary.

Jones is best-known as a pas-
tor and preacher. His first pastor-
ate was First Baptist Church of
Paschal, in Philadelphia, in 1959.
In 1962, he became pastor of Be-
thany Baptist Church. In his years
at Bethany the church has con-
structed a neo-gothic edifice and
now has 27 full-time staff mem-

bers who lead a multi-

Seminary. He earned his
doctorate from Colgate
Rochester Divinity
School. He has done ad-
ditional study at the
University of Lagos in
Nigeria and the Univer-
sity of Ghana at Legon.

ing of April 9 in convoca-
tion on “Instructions for the
Journey” based on Luke
10:1-12. That afternoon he
spoke from Luke 11:1-10
in a message titled “The
Search for His Secrets.”
His concluding mes-

Benedict College, Sim-
mons University, Shaw Universi-
ty, Campbell University, Evan-
gelical Reformed School of The-
ology, Cumberland College and
University of Kentucky all have
honored him with honorary doc-
torates.

Jones has published many
books -including “God in the
Ghetto,” “Responsible Preach-
ing” and “When God Says, ‘Let
Me Alone.”” He also has served
as a visiting professor at Colgate
Rochester Divinity School, Wes-
ley Theological Seminary, Union
Theological Seminary and Unit-

sage April 10 was drawn
from Romans 8:35-39 and titled “The
Word Confirmed.” He spoke on the
three central elements of Christian
preaching: the incredulity of the incar-
nation, the centrality of Calvary and
the reality of the resurrection.

We could not have heard a more
inspiring and challenging sermon as
we approached Easter. Jones helped
us celebrate our faith and commit to
greater discipleship.

Robert Dunston is chairman of the
religion department at Cumberland
College, 6000 College Station Dr.,
Williamsburg, KY 40769

God-incidences

Hopefully all of us see evidence
of God working in our lives on a
daily basis. No doubt we all would
if we took the time truly to look for
it. But sometimes life distracts us
from His presence and it takes some-
thing a little out of the ordinary,
something close to a miracle, to
wake us up to the fact that our Fa-
ther is involved personally in every
detail of our lives.

momentous day that they
met their newborn son.
The couple already had
adopted a daughter who
was now 7. The little girl
was accompanying them
and was eager to meet her
new baby brother. As
they passed the large win-
dow of the hospital nurs-

One such event oc- Ri[1]\[SWZ1]3
curred in the lives of an CHILDREN by, the adoptive mother
adoptive family on the sang “Victory in Jesus”

ery, the little girl stopped Bill Smithwick

indeed the very baby her daughter
had selected!

Another story of God’s attention
to detail came from an adoptive
mother who was striving to find the
right song to calm her fussy baby.
The new mother tried several
hymns with no success, then began
singing “Victory in Jesus.” As the
tune progressed, the baby seemed
comforted and finally fell
asleep. As the weeks went

often, and it never failed
to comfort and calm her
daughter. One day the
adoption worker was
speaking with the little
girl’s birth mother. The
worker shared the news
about the baby’s “favor-
ite” song. The birth
mother said, “‘Victory in
Jesus’ is my favorite

and tugged on her moth-
er’s hand. The child carefully sur-
veyed all the babies through the
window, then scanned their faces
again. “Mommy, I want that one,”
she said, pointing to one of the new-
borns.” Her mother replied, “Hon-
ey, you can’t pick the one you want.
It doesn’t work that way.” The little
girl was adamant as she once again
pointed to the baby she had chosen.
“No Mommy, I want that one!”
Imagine the mother’s surprise when
the child brought to the room was

song. I sang it throughout
my pregnancy.”

Neither of these incidents made
the papers or changed the world. But
they did confirm. God’s hand at
work in the lives of these birth and
adoptive families. What a privilege
it is to work in such a ministry.

Bill Smithwick is president of Ken-
tucky Baptist Homes for Children,
10801 Shelbyville Road, Middletown,
KY 40243. Call (800) 456-1386.
KBHC'’s Internet address is: www.
kbhc.org
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P spects to Christian baptism.
By examining 2 For the 6 million Muslims who now
Islam through the | live in the United States and Canada, it
eyes of its ifs nota particular(g/ unusualhevent. But
or Christian audiences who witness
followers, NAMB the experience on a new video pro-
hoPes to create | qyced by the Southern Baptist North
understanding and | American Mission Board, it is a sober-
address popular ing reminder of the growing influence
misconc epti ons gf Islam ifn Ca h;gti_on once considered a
astion O stianity.

about Islam among That personal perspective is acom- -

Christians. | mon theme of “The Cross or the Cres-

Video features Muslims to teach Christians ahout Islam

By James Dotson
SBC North American Mission Board

ALPHARETTA, Ga. (BP)—In a
mosque in Southern California, a
young man makes a vow that will pro-
foundly change his life: “T declare that
there is no God except Allah, and the
prophet Muhammad is the messenger
of God.”

It is an authentic conversion to Is-
lam, a ceremony similar in some re-

cent: Understanding Islam,” a video-
based study of the world’s second-larg-
est religion.

By examining Islam and its current
practice in North America through the
eyes of its followers, the agency hopes
to create understanding and address
popular misconceptions about Islam
among Christians. But NAMB officials
said they also hope to equip Christians
to relate more effectively with their
Muslim neighbors when discussing
their own deeply held beliefs.

“There is a realization that many
Muslims have become our neighbors,
and that only a few especially in our

Baptist churches really know about
Muslims,” said Wolf Schumacher, pro-
ducer, director and writer of the video.
“We don’t really know what they be-
lieve. And that hinders us in commu-
nicating the gospel to them.”

The video is accompanied by a 53-
page leader’s manual with further re-
sources on understanding Islam.

Unlike many such efforts produced
by Christians for Christians, “The
Cross or the Crescent” hopes to ensure
credibility by allowing the story of Is-
lam to be told by those who know it
best: prominent Islamic scholars and
lay adherents to the faith. The video
then allows Christian scholars to clear-
ly illustrate the critical theological
points of divergence.

“We felt like we had to look in-
depth at Islam, and that led us to go to
the eminent Islamic scholars in this
country,” said N.S.R.K. Ravi, an inter-
faith evangelism associate for NAMB
and content director for the video.

One popular misconception ad-
dressed throughout the video is the no-
tion that the fundamentalist extremes
associated with terrorism are in any
way characteristic of the majority of
Muslims.

“There is a terrorist element in their
history, but that is not the overriding
characteristic of these people,” Schu-
macher said. “In fact, all the Muslims
I've talked with have strongly con-
demned that kind of behavior.” To the
contrary, Schumacher said he was
struck by the “fantastic hospitality”” and
open doors wherever he went.

“I think they have a strong desire

that we understand them, that we don’t

see them as terrorists but as Americans

and human beings who have very much
in common with us,” he said.

But while the video illustrates the
history, practice and basic theology of
Islam in a manner that would not be
disputed by most Muslims, the com-
parison of doctrines with Christianity
does illustrate the sharp divisions.

Muslims do accept and revere Jesus
Christ as a key prophet along with oth-
er prophets of the Old Testament, be-
lieving only that the later revelation
purportedly given to Muhammad was
considered the final and only fully ac-
curate revelation of God. But they do
not believe Jesus was, or even claimed

2001 Models: $36,900 (New)

Pd
S
~
& 2000 Models: $35,000 (New)
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www.carpenterbus.com

to be, the Son of God.

The video also examines a key as-
pect of both Islam and Christianity that
has drawn fire particularly toward
evangelical Christianity—the mandate
to communicate beliefs to others in
hopes that they will accept them as
their own. In Christianity, it’s known
as evangelism. In Islam, the concept is
known as Da’wah, and the video illus-
trates particularly how Islamic groups
are actively gaining converts on college
campuses and in prisons.

For information about the video, contact
LifeWay Christian Resources at (800)
448-8032, or visit the Web site at www.
namb.net/evangelism/iev/video_islam.
asp.

LifeWay’s Exclusive Bus Source

CARPENTER BUS SALES, INC.

“Raised Roof” Vans in Stock (No CDL)

+ Center Aisle

¢ Low First Step
¢ 2/1 Seating

¢ Bucket Seats

4 More Headroom
¢ 15-passengers

(800) 370-6180

Meet some of the class of 2001 (part 3)

“Laura” came to Oneida her freshman year. She
had not been doing well at home, living with her
mother and older sister. Laura found herself in con-
flict with her family. She also was getting involved
with the wrong crowd, which included drugs, run-
ning away, skipping school and bad grades. When
Iinterviewed Laura and asked about her grades, she
said, “Tjust don’t care.” At that time her grades were
allD’s and F’s. :

Laura did much better her first year at Oneida,
but we saw a dramatic drop in grades
her sophomore year. Her attitude fol-
lowed, so we were not surprised when
she decided to withdraw after Christmas.

THIS IS
ONEIDA

a father. ... By my eighth grade year, my grades
had gone from outstanding to barely passing. (My)
private school refused to keep a student on schol-
arship with my GPA. I transferred to public school
that year. The choices I made that year are what led
me to Oneida.

“The initial shock of coming to Oneida was a
sharp and painful one. I couldn’t weasel my way
out of trouble anymore. ... It took a lot of strength
and humility for me to admit when I was wrong. ...

- Oneida provided the structure and disci-
pline I needed. ... I didn’t have a dad here
on earth, so (God) brought me to Onei-
da to give me a lot of the same structure

Like many other students, Laura soon
realized she had made a big mistake and
asked to re-enroll. With the promise of
better grades and an improved attitude, I
allowed her to return. Frankly, we did
not see much of a change. At the end of
that year she had five F’s, four D’s and a
few higher grades.

At our spring revival her sophomore
year, Laura gave her heart to Christ.
None of us had any idea what a transfor-

W.F. Undeood

a functional family would have.

“OBI gave me lots of time to think. I
thought about how much my mom has
done for me, and how much I put her
through. ... I also realized that my new
friends (at OBI) were the type of people
who would build me up, and my old
friends (at home) took me down. ... Onei-
da gave me the room I needed to grow in
positive areas. ... I am almost certain that
if God hadn’t opened Oneida’s door to

mation would take place. When she re-
turned for her junior year, we saw a different Laura.
She had a perfect 4.0 grade point average that year.
Her classes included chemistry, geometry, honors
English, Spanish, 20th century U.S. history and bi-
ology. Those who attended the Kentucky Baptist
Convention last November heard Laura speak about
the change in her life. Here is part of what she said
in her essay:

“Growing up, it never really bothered me that I
didn’t have a dad because I was always told that
God would take care of me and be my father. ...
When I hit the seventh grade, it became obvious to
me why God designed a family with a mother and

me, I wouldn’t be graduating this year
with the grades I have today.

“Oneida changed my life, but more important-
ly, being here has changed my perspective on life.
I am a different person today. I have taken off the
mask of conformity. I have personal goals that I
never would have dreamed of before. ... Before
Oneida, I was just a regular kid who made mis-
takes and didn’t care. ... Now, I have a new found
appreciation for life, and I am sure I will make
something out of mine.”

W.F. Underwood is president of Oneida Baptist
Institute, P.O. Box 67, Oneida, KY 40972. www.

. oneidaschool.org; e-mail: president@oneidaschool.org

Like 75 percent of our students,
a graduate introduced David
Sizemore to Clear Creek. His Indi-
ana youth minister, Stephen Hub-
bard, told him about the school’s
impact on his life and brought Dav-
id to campus.

“I stayed the night in Kelly Hall.
I opened the window in my room
and heard the creek. The water was
up because of a heavy
rain. God spoke to me
that this was the place for
me to prepare, I fell in
love with it,” David said.

At age 16 David had
no desire for anything
spiritual. “My mother
took me to church
screaming all the way,”
he said. The Lord used a
Christian teenager in the
church to draw David to
Christ.

Indiana family at home in Kentucky

CLEAR CREEK
CHRONICLE

David and Lisa dated Bill Whittaker

and open up more. Both Lisa and I
are more introverted, and the chil-
dren are being prepared to be more
open with others. It is a blessing.”

Lisa noted, “Clear Creek has a
family-oriented closeness. We have
made a lot of good friends.” They
both are grateful for the campus
“workship” position that helps meet
financial needs. -

This is David’s third
year, and he appreciates
student mission experi-
ences in Ohio and West
Virginia. His home asso-
ciation in eastern Indiana
recently sponsored a
Clear Creek Day, and
David was one of five
students to preach in host
churches.

“Clear Creek is pre-
paring me with deeper
Bible knowledge and
how to develop sermons.

about five years and mar-
ried in 1993. The family now in-
cludes Allison, 1; Timothy David,
2; and Amber, 4. Lisa is secretary
for the Irene Peterson Child Devel-
opment Center on campus and their
children attend the center.

“I was a customer services sec-
retary, and when we decided to
come I wanted to work where my
children were; the Lord met that
need,” Lisa said.

David observed the experience
“helps the children to communicate

Ilike the emphasis on the
practical use of what we learn,”
David said. “The professors are
great; they have an open-door poli-
cy, and all of them are very help-
ful.”

Bill Whittaker is president of Clear
Creek Baptist Bible College, Pine-
ville, KY 40977 ;

i
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BOOKS/MUSIC

BOY BAND Plus One, called Christian
music’s. answer to the Backstreet
Boys or N'Sync, will tout the
TruthQuest student Bible at the
group’s concerts. (BP photo)

Boy band links
with publisher to
sell student Bible

NASHVILLE (BP)—It’s
doubtful you’ll find many male
vocal groups selling Bibles on
merchandise tables at their con-
certs, but Plus One is not just
any group.

Nominated for several gos-
pel music Dove awards, Plus
One has been called Christian
music’s answer to the Back-
street Boys or N’Sync.

The group recently joined
with Broadman & Holman to
offer the TruthQuest Inductive
Student Bible at all of their con-
certs and special events
through 2001. TruthQuest
also will be offered on Plus
One’s Web site, www.plusone
online.com.

“After meeting the guys
and seeing them in concert,
we know they are reaching out
to the same audience that will
enjoy this special Bible that
encourages teens to go deep-
er in their relationship with
Christ,” said David Shepherd,
vice president of B&H, the
trade publishing arm of Life-
Way Christian Resources of
the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion.

Released in 1999,  the
TruthQuest Bible is directed
exclusively to the teenage
market. The study Bible chal-
lenges young people to seri-
ously weigh scriptural truths.

Conceptualized by veteran
youth minister Steve Keels of
Portland, Ore., the Bible is a
result of working with stu-
dents for 20 years and finding
out what resources best facil-
itate their spiritual growth.

The study Bible, which
uses the New Living Transla-
tion Bible, includes introduc-
tions and timelines for each
book, one-page biographies
of major biblical characters
and sections that share bibli-
cal history and trivia.

B&H began its TruthQuest
partnership with Plus One last
fall with a series of co-adver-
tisements in trade and teen
consumer magazines.

For more information about
the TruthQuest Bible, visit the
website at www.broadman
holman.com/truthquest.

The Evangelist: The World-Wide Im-
pact of Billy Graham. Lewis
Drummond. Word Publishing, 2001.
352 pages. $22.99 & # (out of five)

Perhaps no religious figure has
captivated the imagination and affec-
tion of more people than Billy Gra-
ham. As Graham begins to wind down
his preaching schedule and as his
evangelistic association plans for its
future leadership, Lewis Drummond
believes it is time to assess Graham’s
legacy.

“The Evangelist” serves
as Drummond’s tribute to a
man who has been his men-
tor, friend and teacher.
Though he intends this
book to be an objective as-
sessment of Graham’s place
in history, it is hard for
Drummond to fulfill the
role of disinterested inquir-
er. He has worked with the
Billy Graham Association.
For many years he held the Billy Gra-
ham Chair of Evangelism at Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Lou-
isville, and he counts Graham as one
of his friends. By dropping the pretext
of neutrality, Drummond could have
achieved his desired end, without
straining.

Drummond looks at Graham’s life
through “12 basic biblical, historical
principles.” He deems Graham’s min-
istry to be guided by a balanced em-
phasis on the Holy Spirit, the call and
the gospel, the sovereignty of God, the
centrality of Christ, holistic ministry,
the Christian approach to suffering, the
Bible, boldness, godliness, revival
and worldwide ministry.

The central strength of “The Evan-
gelist” is the categorical examination
of Graham’s basic belief and value
system. I have not seen them pulled
together in quite this way any other
place. In addition, Drummond pulls
together some stories of Graham’s min-
istry not highlighted in other places.
Jim Holladay

Praying with Katie: God, My Cat and
Me. Don Holt. Andrews McMeel Pub-
lishing, 2001. 130 pages. $12.95.
L 2 2 2

The artwork and initial descrip-
tions of this book seem to signal a work
that is sentimental, too sweet and bet-
ter left for readers who call themselves
“cat people.” It is refreshing, then, to
find that “Praying with Katie” is more
than that and even at times is a theo-
logically stimulating read.

Holt, a longtime Presbyterian min-
ister who converted to Ro-
man Catholicism late in
life, adopts an orange-and-
white tabby named Katie
when he is unemployed,
struggling with his conver-
sion to Catholicism and
struggling in his relation-
ship with God. Instead of
lectio divina, or holy read-
ing, Holt attempts a sort of
holy observation by watch-
ing Katie’s daily interac-
tions with him and relating
them to his relationship
with God.

The book is surprising-
ly deep and meditative, es-
pecially when he draws par-
allels between his contem-
plative life with God and
Katie’s unselfconscious de-
mand for love and food
from Holt. There is much in
this small book to teach us about how
God sees and loves us and how we
should respond to Him.

Occasionally, though, the book
does descend into preciousness, in-
cluding the distracting use of free verse
throughout the book and Holt’s occa-
sional tendency to beat his readers
over the head with a metaphor. But on
the whole, this is an open, honest and
emotionally moving account of how
God can speak to us, even through our
pets, and how much there is to learn if
we will just stop and listen. Victoria
Moon

Living Water for Thirsty Souls: Un-
leashing the Power of Exegetical
Preaching. Marvin McMickle. Judson
Press, 2001. 218 pages. $16. &

Marvin McMickle, a Baptist pas-
tor and professor of homiletics at Ash-
land Theological Seminary in Ohio,
believes “preaching becomes most
authentic, and most useful, when we
too can declare, ‘Hear the word of the
Lord.””

Preaching is not about the preach-
er or the preacher’s opinions, issues or
passions, McMickle states. Preaching,
rightly done, helps the congregation
hear a word from the Lord addressed
to their lives and the world in which
they live.

McMickle unapologetically advo-
cates an exegetical approach to ser-
mon preparation. He states that only a
thorough examination of the text can
lead pastors to the word of the Lord for
their audiences. Any other approach

is open to eisegesis, the reading into °

the text of our personal
opinions, prejudices and
limitations.

Three objectives pro-
vide the foundation for the
methodology he develops:
to present an exegetical ap-
proach that is accessible to
those with limited or no
theological training, to of-
fer an approach that will be

1 nonthreatening and con-
vincing to those who are suspicious of
the exegetical study of Scripture and
to portray an approach to biblical ex-
egesis that can guide any preacher.

“Living Water for Thirsty Souls”
provides a sound, convincing call to
re-examine exegetical preaching. By
recasting the traditional language of
biblical exegesis into the eight L’s—
limits, literature, location, language,
links, leads, lessons and life applica-
tion—he does an excellent job of
showing that this way of studying
Scripture can help the preacher truly
hear the word from God. Jim Holladay
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FAITHFUL

READER

By Wayne Hager, pastor
of Calvary Baptist
Church in Mt. Airy, N.C.;
Jim Holladay, pastor of
Lyndon Baptist Church
in Louisville; and Victoria
Moon, librarian for Deer
Park Baptist Church in
Louisville. They welcome
feedback or suggestions
for book reviews.
Contact them via e-mail
at: jwhager@surry.net,
docholladay@juno.com
or victoria.moon
@kybaptist.org
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PRAYER

PARTNERS

Please pray for these
people and projects,
which are part of
Kentucky Baptists’
partnership with Baptists
in Poland, Tanzania,
Europe and New
England:

M Urgent: Volunteers
are needed for the
following projects in
Poland:

1 Debica: Eight
volunteers for
prayerwalking and
conversational English
classes, July 3-16.

1 Tarnobrzeg: Eight
volunteers for
prayerwalking and
conversational English
classes, July 17-30.

1 Stezyca: Four
volunteers for a
children’s camp, July
17-30.

B Urgent: Volunteers
are needed for the
following projects in

: Tanzania:

I Mtwara: Six volunteers
for prayerwalking and
conversational English
classes in early August.

0 Berega: Three
volunteers for
prayerwalking and
evangelism, Aug. 22-
Sept. 7.

M Urgent: Eight
volunteers are needed to
lead backyard Bible
clubs in Heidelberg,
Germany, July 19-30
and July 26-Aug. 6.

M Teams are needed to

lead day camps in

Worcester, Mass., this
summer. Contact Rick
Satkowski at (508) 799-
9101 or e-mail
luciesews@juno.com.
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Mountains to the Mississippi

Compiled by Shirley Wooton

B ALBANY—Green Grove Church
will host Heart Faith in concert April
29. Ron Jones is pastor.

B ASHLAND—Liberty Missionary
Church will host revival services May
7-9, 7 p.m. John Burris will be the
evangelist. Jeff Ferguson of Ashland
will lead the music.

B BOWLING GREEN—Doug Boyles
resigned as minister of music at Green-
wood Church to become minister of
music at a church in Lancaster, S.C.

B DRY RIDGE—Dry Ridge Church
will host revival services May 6-9. Lar-
ry Davis will be the evangelist. Bill
Clark will lead the music.

B GEORGETOWN—Dry Run Church
will host revival services April 29-
May 2. Dwight Moody, dean of the
chapel at Georgetown College, will be
the speaker. Music will be provided by
the Georgetown College chorale.

B HENDERSON—Dupey Church
called Randall Hurt as pastor, begin-
ning March 18.

Watson Lane Church called in-
terim pastor Jerry Pearcy as pastor.
B LOUISVILLE—Beechmont
Church will present the musical “I
Witness News: Live from Jericho,”
April 29, 6:30 p.m.

B MONTICELLO—Roger’s Grove
Church ordained Thurston Frye
and Freddie Shelton as deacons.

B PRINCETON—TFirst Church will
host revival services April 29-
May 2. Willis Henson will be the
evangelist. Tom Hughes is pastor.
B WILLIAMSBURG—A regional
youth revival service will be held
May 4, 7 p.m., at Briar Creek Park.
Aaron Hogue of Fellowship of
Christian Athletes will be the speak-
er. Aaron Auston, youth minister of
First Williamsburg, will lead wor-
ship. For information, call (606)
549-0280.

B WORTHVILLE—Worthville
Church called Dennis Hisle as pas-
tor.

PEOPLE

‘ounder Truett C y told Georgetown Cbllege students during a

speech last week to make responsible decisions in life. That was one of three suggestions
Cathy, speaking April 19 in the school’s John L. Hill Chapel, offered for a long and happy
life. He also encouraged students to marry the right spouses and surround themselves
with caring families. Finally, Cathy challenged students to concentrate on their relationship
with God. “Instruction is what we say, influence is what we do and image is what we are,”
Cathy explained. “We are all created in the image of God. Why not be at our very best?”

(Georgetown photo)

Director of missions encourages peers to recognize bivocational pastors

By Ken Walker
State Correspondent

PADUCAH—Directors of mis-
sion can play an important role in
gaining acceptance for bivocational
pastors, Bob Morrison told those
gathered at the recent five-state bivo-
cational ministry conference.

Morrison should know. He’s di-
rector of missions for Little Bethel
Baptist Association in Madisonville.
Half the 50 churches in his West Ken-
tucky association are led by bivoca-
tional pastors. ;

He said he tries to encourage these
pastors by making sure they are in-

cluded in associational activities.
“You can’t be energized if you’re

- not included,” he told the recent

gathering of Mid-Continent Bivoca-
tional Celebration in Paducah. “One

- thing associations can do to let (a
bivocational pastor) know he is in-
cluded is by only having evening
meetings.”

Such considerations let bivoca-
tional pastors know a director of mis-
sions understands how important
they are to the association, he said.

Some other ways Morrison said
associations can reach out:

§ Hold an annual banquet for
bivocational pastors and spouses.

The one sponsored by Little Bethel
Association includes a discussion of
issues they face.

0 Recognize their contributions.
While the Kentucky Baptist Con-
vention has a pair of awards for bivo-
cational pastor of the year, Morrison
questioned why this isn’t done more
often on the associational level.

“Someone told me a long time
ago any old dog likes a pat on the
head,” he said. :

I Hold quarterly pastors’ prayer
meetings.

These aren’t for a meal or to con-
duct a program, but for a time when
pastors can gather to share concerns

and pray, he said. “You get to know
someone when you hear his prayers.”

B Visit their churches to hear them
preach.

Morrison told of going to a church
where the pastor was a bivocational
coal miner. He said the pastor deliv-
ered a stirring message about how
God doesn’t deliver his children from
problems, but from their dangers.

“The fire isn’t that hot even
though you’ve got to walk through
it,” he said. “The lions aren’t that an-
gry even though you have to face
’em. My bivocational pastor taught
me that, and God bless him.”

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR RENT: 2-bedroom, 2-bath
condo available for vacation rental,
Sanibel Island, Fla. Large pool, ten-
nis courts, bikes, canoe, kayak,
screened porch, lovely secluded
beach. Weekly rates May through
mid-December: $745. Call Pat Owen,
(502) 895-8752. _

FOR SALE: Beautiful console pi-
ano. Take on low monthly payments,
no money down. (800) 371-1220.

FOR SALE: 1989 low-mileage,
15-passenger van. Send bid to Buena
Vista Baptist Church, 119 W 24th St.,
Owensboro, K'Y 42303. Bid deadline:
April 30.

SEEKING: Minister of music for
Hyland Baptist Church in Henderson,
Ky. If interested, please send resumé
to: Hyland Baptist Church, 1400
Wright St., Henderson, KY 42420.

SEEKING: Immediate opening
for part-time youth minister (15 hours
per week). Send resumé to: Jim Hol-
laday, Lyndon Baptist Church, 8025
New LaGrange Road, Louisville, KY
40222. (502) 425-7150.

SEEKING: Full-time pastor for
East Hickman Baptist Church, an his-
toric, rural church located four miles
from Lexington, Ky. Send resumé to:
Pastor Search Committee, 2125 Aza-
lea Dr., Lexington, KY 40504.
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SEEKING: First Baptist Church
of Ludlow is seeking a motivated wor-
ship and praise leader to help transi-
tion our traditional service into a
blended service using the best of old
and new. The individual will be re-
sponsible for incorporating instru-
ments, praise teams and drama into
services, as well as developing music
programs for children through adults.
Experience is required for this chal-
lenging and exciting full-time posi-
tion. Please send resumé to: First Bap-
tist Church, 400 Linden St., Ludlow,
KY 41016.

SEEKING: Immediate opening
for part-time children’s minister (15
hours per week). Send resumé to: Jim
Holladay, Lyndon Baptist Church,
8025 New LaGrange Road, Louis-
ville, KY 40222. (502) 425-7150.

SEEKING: Full-time minister of
youth and education. Seminary pre-
ferred. Send resumé to: Elkton Bap-
tist Church, PO Box 547, Elkton, KY
42220, Attn: Staff Search Committee.

SEEKING: Pollard Baptist
Church of Ashland, Ky., is seeking a
pastor. Interested applicants should
send resumés to: PBC, 444 Blackburn
Ave., Ashland, KY 41101. You also
may contact us at (606) 324-3626 or
325-7445.

SEEKING: We are seeking a full-
time minister with the primary respon-
sibility of leading our church in mu-
sic and worship. If interested, please
send resumé to: Music Committee,
Hall Street Baptist Church, 1102 Hall
St., Owensboro, KY 42303.

SEEKING: Farmdale Baptist
Church, 5610 U.S. Highway 127
South, Frankfort, Ky., is seeking three
part-time positions: children’s minis-
ter, music minister/worship leader and
organist. Send resumés to the church
in care of Personnel Committee.

SEEKING: Immediate opening
for part-time nursery coordinator (10-
12 hours per week). Send resumé to:
Jim Holladay, Lyndon Baptist
Church, 8025 New LaGrange Road,
Louisville, KY 40222. (502) 425-
7150. )

SEEKING: Part-time minister of
music. Primary responsibilities in-
clude sharing in worship planning and
leadership; conducting adult and chil-
dren’s choirs. Send resumé to Chevy
Chase Baptist Church, PO Box 22113,
Lexington, KY 40522-2113.

SEEKING: Part-time youth min-
ister for growing, Spirit-led congrega-

- tion. Send resumé to: McHenry Bap-

tist Church, PO Box 154, McHenry,
KY 42354. v

SEEKING: Kentucky Baptist
Convention has an immediate open-
ing for a senior accountant. This posi-
tion has primary responsibility for
payroll, general ledger, fixed assests
and reconciliations. Should possess
strong analytical and problem-solving
skills, good communication, high en-
ergy, self-starter, the ability to work
both independently and as a team
player, prioritize multiple projects to
meet deadlines. Strong computer
skills, with knowledge of spreadsheets
and word processing software. Degree
in accounting and 3-5 years experi-
ence required. Great environment, at-
tractive pay and benefits. Mail resumé
to: Administrative Services Depart-
ment, PO Box 43433, Louisville, KY
40253-0433 or e-mail to senior
accountant job@kybaptist.org.

SEEKING: Minister of youth for
young, exciting, growing church.
Send resumé to: Emmanuel Baptist
Church, PO Box 910, Stanton, KY
40380, Attn: Search Committee.

WANTED: Neat, clean, depend-
able people to work in a professional
setting. Part-time (3-4 hours per
evening) janitorial work. Local com-
pany; good management; nice start-
ing pay. Call (502) 964-0618; leave
message for interview.



PEOPLE

By Ted Parks

said. “I did it when I was a little boy.”

think you want to get lost. One way

Blind Christian musu:lan _ ‘sees’ in ways others don’t

Religion News Service

GARDEN GROVE, Calif. (RNS)
—He couldn’t make out the crowd sit-
ting before him. But Ken Medema
“saw” in ways the audience could not.

The sermon over, blind-from-birth
Medema broke into song, spontaneous-
ly translating the words of the pastor
into music and reinforcing with key-
board and voice the core motifs of the
night’s message.

Medema’s performance was one of
approximately 220 concerts on his

- 2001 schedule as a Christian perform-
er. He explains his ability to instantly
turn speakers’ words into inspirational
lyrics as “‘a combination of natural gift
and study, training.”

Medema, who has released some 25
albums, began his concert career in
1973. Recording at first on such well-
known Christian labels as Word Mu-
sic, he later felt the music establish-
ment was trying to dim the social vi-
sion he wanted his songs to convey.

“We wanted to sing about things
that were uncomfortable to the
church,” he said. “I got told that if I
sang in the churches about justice,
about hunger, about poverty, about the
biblical demand on the church to care
for the homeless, to open its doors to
people who have previously been un-
acceptable, that I would not have a re-
cording career.”

The message was, bluntly, “justice
doesn’t sell.”

Looking for fewer creative re-
straints, he launched his own compa-
ny, Brier Patch Music, in 1985. Mede-
ma’s Web site (www.kenmede
ma.com) links the name of his record-
ing company to Brer Rabbit in Joel
Chandler Harris’ Uncle Remus stories.

Scientist
By Chris Herlinger
Religion News Serwce

MINISTRY VISION Ken Medema, a Chris-
tian musician who has been blind since
birth, currently performs some 220
Christian concerts a year. (RNS photo)

“Brer Rabbit lived in a place not com-
fortable for anyone else,” the Web site
says, “and we have decided to follow
him there.”

Dave VanderMolen works for Bri-
er Patch in Grandville, Mich., as book-
ing agent, designer and office manag-
er, with Medema living in San Fran-
cisco when not on the road. Vander-
Molen said Medema’s music, though
undeniably Christian, defies pigeon-
holing.

“He doesn’t fit into the traditional
mold,” VanderMolen said. “It doesn’t
always have to have the Jesus words
in it to make it a Christian piece of
music.”

Though Medema studied music at
the university level, the talent to com-
pose goes way back to his childhood
in Grand Rapids, Mich.

“T’ve known ever since I was a lit-
tle kid that I could create songs,” he

become an Angllcan pnest—- asbeen
awarded the 2001 Templeton Prize for

Progress in Religion.

Peacocke, 76, founder of both the
Society of Ordained Scientists and a

Oxford University interdisciplinary center

for religion and science, is the third

scientist in as many years to win the prize
It is considered the most prestigious awar

in the field of religion, and is valued at

about $1 million.

v ‘I‘ast ‘three years w
' clerg_yman He was

j_.human bemgs to ha
origins of our cosm

In addition to assigning pieces to prac-
tice, his piano teacher would insist he
mimic what he was learning by mak-
ing up something similar. “I learned
how to improvise with a lot of differ-
ent styles,” Medema remembered.

He recalled many hours spent “lis-
tening to wordsmithing,” enriching his
own inner repertoire of words and mel-
odies by taking in poetry and music.

“When high school English teach-
ers told us about alliteration and ono-
matopoeia, I took those things serious-
ly,” Medema said. “T used to practice
speaking in iambic pentameter.”

And in his dating days, Medema
used his knack for singing just the right
words in just the right way “to consid-
erable advantage,” he quipped. “When-
ever I had a crush on a girl, I would
make her up a song on the spot.”

Despite the awareness of his gift,
Medema said that for many years he
saw little connection between his abil-
ity to spontaneously generate music
and his own life of faith. That changed
in 1971, when he blended performance
skill with improv after an unexpected
burst of inspiration during an evening

‘church service in New Jersey.

Sitting at the keyboard of the New
Jersey church, Medema said, it was his
task to underscore the evening message
with an appropriately selected song. “It
wasn’t a very good sermon, either,”
Medema said, the topic that evening
being a comparison between Jesus and
Judas Iscariot.

“This little inner voice said, ‘Impro-
vise something,””” Medema said. “Was
it an epiphany, was it ... a prompting,
was it a dumb idea, was it a deranged
mind? I had no idea.”

But he started singing: “Stop right
here there’s a fork in the road, I don’t

leads to a Potter’s Field, and the other
way leads to a cross.” Pleased with the
first line, the rest flooded into his mind.
“I mean, it flew out of my brains.”

Both Medema and the audience
were stunned, he said. “This was not a
church that was inclined toward ...
charismatic rapture and prophecy. This
was a ... rational, Baptist kind of
church” in a prosperous suburb.
Mouths agape, the crowd just sat there
until dismissed.

Echoing Medema'’s social concern
is his work with Christian activist Jim
Wallis, editor of the Washington, D.C.-
based Sojourners Magazine, and
founder of the Christian social justice
movement Call to Renewal.

Medema accompanied Wallis in a
series of cross-country appearances
throughout the 1990s called “Let Jus-
tice Roll,” which Wallis described as
“a concert, a revival and a rally, all to-
gether.” The joint appearances were
sponsored by faith-based ministries
ranging from advocacy groups to soup
kitchens.

Wallis said he and Medema would
engage in a back-and-forth banter of
preaching and song, Medema'’s impro-
visations keying off Wallis’ stories and
word pictures. “People would be ...
dancing, they’d be singing, they’d be
clapping, they’d be crying, they’d be
laughing,” Wallis said. “It’s a whole
range of emotions through the
evening.”

The artist put a different spin on the
commonplace notion that losing one
sense enhances another when he con-
nected his lost physical sight to a deep-
ened insight.

“The blindness has made me ...
want to hear the voice of the not-in-
cluded,” Medema said.

“The blindness has
made me ... want
to hear the voice
of the not-
included.”

Ken Medema
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